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Story by Danny Ooi

THE Federal government has been
taken to task over its move to allocate
the least number of units under the
people housing project (PPR) scheme
in the recently tabled Budget 2013.

Penang gets less than
0.5 per cent of PPR units

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said
out of more than 20,000 units to be
built under the PPR, less than 0.5 per
cent, or 70 units, would be built in
Penang, which was the lowest in the
country.

“Does that mean we only get one
building block of PPR? Budget 2013
was very disappointing for us because
we received nothing - no free port,
public transport nor low-cost housing.

“Even under the previous Barisan
Nasional government, Penang has always
been treated like a stepchild,” he told a
press conference at the Whiteaways Ar-
cade in Lebuh Pantai on Oct 3.

The Federal government, through
its rolling Ninth Malaysia Plan, allo-
cated RM6.54 billion to Penang for
993 “programmes /projects” from
2006 to 2010.

Under the 10th Malaysia Plan,
RM?2.88 billion was allocated for 259
“programmes/projects” - a reduction
of almost RM4 billion in allocations
and more than 700 “programmes /
projects”.

Lim said from 2008 to 2012, a total
of 11,596 affordable houses were built
in Penang. The State Government
through Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) built 3,421 units, while
the private sector contributed the re-
maining 8,175 units.

Penang gets back
only 3 per cent of
its contribution!

He added that from 2001 to 2008,
Penang contributed RM25,670 million
to the Inland Revenue Board and Cus-
toms Department in taxes, but the
state only got back three per cent of
its contribution.

“The Federal government should be
aware that Penang played a significant
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Year 1, Year 4 and Form 1 and Form 4 school children from Penang received RM100 from the state government under the
Golden Students Program. Please contact your state assemblymember or area co-ordinator’s service centre to register

your child under this programme.

‘Penang treated like
a stepchild’

role in contributing taxes to the Inland
Revenue Board and Customs Depart-
ment.

“The State also contributed greatly
towards the country’s economic
growth and tourist attraction to Ma-
laysia and Penang.

“This was proven when Penang
topped in investments for two con-

secutive years with RM12.24 billion
in 2010 and RM9.1 billion in 2011,”
Lim added.

Housing and Local Government
Minister Datuk Seri Chor Chee Heung
in a recent report announced that
20,454 units in 45 PPR schemes
would be built around the country
under Budget 2013.
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Goodies galore but it fails the people

PRIME Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak’s
2013 budget is full of one-shot goodies
and handouts which do not adequately
address the long-term concerns of the
country - namely fiscal prudence, eco-
nomic sustainability and cost of living
increases.

Bagan Member of Parliament Lim
Guan Eng, who is also Penang chief min-
ister, in a recent press statement said even
though many goodies where announced
during the Budget 2013 speech by Najib,
this budget had failed the Malaysian peo-
ple by not addressing the above crucial
areas which are necessary for the long
term well-being of the country and its
people.

Firstly, even though the budget deficit
is projected to come down from 4.5% in
2012 to a“mere” 4.0% in 2013, this figure
masks the poor track record of the BN
government in sticking to its spending
plans.

“For example, total expenditure for
Budget 2012 was announced at RM232.8b
in last’s year’s budget speech. But in this
year’s Economic Report 2012/2013, total
expenditure for 2012 is projected to total
up to RM252 4b. This is almost RM20b
more than the projected expenditure an-
nounced last year,” Lim said.

“We were fortunate that projected rev-
enue is expected to be RM207b for 2012,
RM20b more than the RM186.9b pro-
jected revenue announced last year. With-
out this tax ‘windfall’, our budget deficit
would have ballooned up to 6.7% of GDP
rather than the projected 4.5% for 2012.

“But we cannot expect that actual rev-
enue will continue to exceed projected
revenue especially given the slowing
global economy. Furthermore revenue
from oil related tax revenue is likely to
decrease given the change in the dividend
policy of Petronas as well as political
uncertainty in Southern Sudan which
could decrease Petronas’s bottom line by
as much as US$1 billion.”

While there is no objection to giving
financial assistance to the truly deserving,
there is nothing to indicate that the govern-
ment has stopped leakages in the BRIM
program.

The initial RM1.8b that was allocated
to BR1M for 3.4m households in the 2012
budget ballooned to over RM2b for over
4m households. A country whose GDP is
projected to expand by 5% in 2012 should
see fewer households earning less than
RM3,000.

And yet, BRIM recipients are pro-
jected to increase to 4.3m households with
another 2.7m individuals earning less than
RM2,000 joining them.

Without proper checks and balances,
the RM3b that has been allocated to
BRI1M 2.0 for Budget 2013 can easily
increase to more than RM4b, if not more.

The same lack of fiscal prudence could
be seen in the expenditure on subsidies.

An allocation of RM32.8b was given
for subsidies in Budget 2012 but the ac-
tual expenditure on subsi-
dies is projected to be at
RM42 4b, an increase of
RM9.6b or 29.3% over the
original budget!

“If the same kind of
trajectory is followed, the
RM37.6b which is allo-
cated for subsidies in
Budget 2013 could easily
increase to almost
RMS50b!” Lim said.

TRX is directly competing against.
These developers would lose out if
existing or future tenants decide to relo-
cate to TRX and at the same time, the
taxpayer would also lose out
since these companies would
be given income tax exemp-
tion for 10 years. As part of
this initiative, IMDB will be
allocated an additional
RM400m from the Prime
Minister’s Department in
Budget 2013, an unnecessary
expenditure for what is essen-
tially a property development
project.

Given the BN’s poor
record for fiscal prudence and espe-
cially if elections are held next year, it is
likely that BN will break the bank to fun-
nel out as much taxpayers’ money as
possible in a blatant attempt to buy votes
by giving handouts irresponsibly.

“I would not be surprised if our total
expenditure becomes RM30b over
budget and our budget deficit for 2013
would end up well in excess of 5.0%,” he
added.

Secondly, this budget
provides incentives and
handouts which favour
certain projects and par-
ties rather than providing
the basis for longer term
sustainable economic
growth that will benefit
all.

In fact, many of these
incentives will skew the
system against hard-
working Malaysian en-
trepreneurs who are not
in the position to receive
and benefit from these
incentives.

For example, Budget
2013 continues to give
preferred incentives and
tax treatments for com-
panies who want to lo-
cate to and developers
who want to build in the
Tun Razak Exchange
formerly known as the Kuala Lumpur
International Financial District (KLIFD)
including tax exemptions for property
developers, income tax exemption for 10
years for TRX-status companies, stamp
duty exemptions, industrial building al-
lowance and accelerated capital allow-
ances for TRX Marquee-status compa-
nies.

The aggressive promotion of TRX not
only increases the problem of a property
glut in commercial office space in Kuala
Lumpur, it also unfairly disadvantages
developers who own and are in the process
of developing commercial property which

Similarly, under the guise of
lowering prices of goods in
Sabah and Sarawak, the government is
introducing 57 Kedai Rakyat 1Malaysia
or KR1M stores at the cost of RM386m.
Just like in Peninsular Malaysia, the
ones who will be hurt by this move are the
owners of the kedai runcit stores who
cannot compete against the government
subsidised KR1M stores.
It would make more sense for the gov-

ernment to abolish the cabotage policy and
to improve the transportation network in
Sabah and Sarawak to reduce prices of
goods those states, which is what Pakatan
is proposing, rather than to subsidise KR 1M
stores that are run by one private company
which would drive out many existing kedai
runcit owners out of business.

These kinds of initiatives contradict
Najib’s statement that the era of “govern-
ment knows best is over”.

Indeed, according to the Economic
Report 2012/2013, the public sector is
expected to expand by 13.3% in 2012 to
account for 25.2% of GDP (up from

23.3% in 2011), meaning that the govern-
ment will play a larger role in the econo-
my, rather than reduce its footprint and to
allow the private sector to thrive and drive
the economy forward.

By promoting and undertaking these
initiatives, Najib is contradicting one of
the major thrusts of the New Economic
Model (NEM) and also the impetus behind
the Economic Transformation Program
(ETP).

Thirdly, this budget fails to bring to the
table long-term solutions for the problem
of rising cost of living, especially in the
urban areas.

Crime is one of the main drivers of cost
of living increases. Businesses which have
to spend more on security pass the costs
to consumers. Residents who have to pay
for private security have less disposable
income. Sadly, the measures in Budget
2013 to reduce crime leave much to be
desired.

There are no recommendations to re-
organise the police force by re-allocating
Special Branch officers, which has twice
as many investigating officers/detectives
as the Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID), or by re-allocat-
ing some of the 14,000 General
Operations Force (GOF) police
personnel, an organisational lega-
cy from the Communist fighting
days, to the CID and the frontline
of fighting crime.

Instead, what was provided was
the allocation of RM20m to buy
1,000 motorcycles at a cost of
RM20,000 per motorcycle to set
up a Motorcycle Patrolling Unit.

In addition, there were hardly
any efforts proposed to involve the
state and local authorities to fight
crime. All that was mentioned was
the allocation to buy 496 units of
CCTVs for 25 local authorities to
prevent street crimes in urban ar-
eas.

This works out to 20 units of
CCTVs for every local authority
which is not even sufficient to
cover one neighbourhood, much
less the area in one state authority.

Similarly, the ambitious programme to
build more than 100,000 affordable and
low-cost houses will come to naught if
these housing projects are not integrated
with public transportation.

The MRT project and the LRT exten-
sion cannot possibly cover all the areas
which have or will have low-cost and af-
fordable homes, assuming that they even
get built.

Allowing the state and local authorities
to provide bus services would be one pos-
sible solution to this problem. But instead
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Buletin Mutiara spoke to Dr Ong Kian Ming, a prominent figure in the political arena, for his analysis and opinions on the recent
Budget 2013.. Ong is also a regular contributor to online news portals and publications. He has worked for two think-tanks that were
linked to the MCA and Gerakan and recently joined DAP as an election strategist. Here, Ong gives a breakdown on how the budget
affects the common people and how one can compare and discern the benefits of both Barisan Nasional and Pakatan Rakyat budgets.

PR looks at long-term solutions

COMPARING the actual budget to an
alternative version is a new exercise in
Malaysia. The first Alternative Budget was
proposed by Pakatan Rakyat only last
year. While the actual budget gets most of
the public’s attention because the meas-
ures announced will almost certainly be
implemented, there are good reasons why
Pakatan’s Alternative Budget should not
be ignored.

Firstly, there is a small but not insig-
nificant possibility that Pakatan will form
the government after the upcoming gen-
eral election.

Hence, the Alternative Budget provides
a very strong indication of what Pakatan’s
priorities will be if they form the next
government.

Secondly, Pakatan’s Alternative Budget
allows the interested public to compare and
contrast the different approaches BN and
PR adopt in important policy areas includ-
ing direct government handouts, policing,
housing and public transportation.

The public can then make better in-
formed judgments on who to vote for
based on their evaluation of the budgets
proposed by each side, among other
things.

From a policy perspective, Pakatan
clearly provides longer term and more
innovative approaches in its budget com-
pared to BN. Let me illustrate this point
by focusing on the four policy areas men-
tioned above.

Firstly, the handouts announced in the
BN budget are largely one-off measures
that may not be renewed in future budgets.
BRIM 2.0, vouchers to school children,
book vouchers for college students and
rebates for smartphones will put more in
the people’s wallets for only this budget
cycle.

In comparison, Pakatan’s proposals to
cut excise and import duties for cars and

e FROM PAGE 2

to abolish tolls start-
ing with the North-
South Expressway
(NSE) will not only
increase disposable
income for the av-
erage person by a
larger amount — as
much as a
RMS50,000 saving
for an imported
car —it will do so
on a permanent
basis. Plus, these meas-

ures are actually more economically
sustainable because instead of paying toll
operators compensation for not increasing
toll rates (to the tune of RM586m in
Budget 2013), this money will be used to
buy back these toll concessions.

Secondly, the measures for policing an-
nounced in the BN budget largely involve
putting more money in the police force
without any fundamental restructuring.

A sum of RM90m for 300,000 Rela
uniforms (RM300 per uniform), RM20m
for 1,000 new motorcycles for patrolling
(RM20,000 per motorcycle), more pay for
volunteer police and RM272.5m to “Im-
prove the Safety Perception Index”, which
seems like nothing more than an expen-
sive public relations exercise.

Pakatan’s proposals, on the other hand,
address structural problems in the police
force by reassigning part of the 6,000
Special Branch officers whose current
responsibility is to investigate and track
opposition and civil society groups and
part of the 15,000 police in the General
Operations Force, which was set up to
combat the communists, into the Criminal
Investigative Department which currently
only has 6,000 police and only slightly
more than 1,000 investigative officers.

With a better rationalised police force,

their salaries can then be increased by
15 per cent, rather than spending
more resources on volunteer police
who should not be relied on as a first
line of defence against crime.
Thirdly, in the area of public hous-
ing, BN is promising to throw more
money into two agencies — PRIMA
and Syarikat
Perumahan
Nasional Ber-
had (SPNB)-
which thus far
have failed to
deliver quality
low-cost and af-
fordable hous-
ing.

Pakatan pro-
poses the con-
solidation of all
federal public
housing projects
into a new agen-
cy called Nation-
al Housing
Board, which is
similar to the
Housing Development Board (HDB) in
Singapore, with an initial injection of
RMS5b followed by yearly injections of
RM2b for the next four years.

Pakatan will explore new models of
house building including a build-then-sell
model especially for low-cost houses and
also new models of house ownership in-
cluding social renting and shared owner-
ship.

In addition, Pakatan also proposes
government oversight over the manage-
ment and maintenance of low-cost hous-
ing projects which are always in danger
of falling into disrepair because of failure
to collect management fees.

Finally, in the area of public transporta-

Dr Ong Kian Ming

Allow local authorities to take over bus services

tion, while BN is still relying mostly on
the MRT project with some plans to ex-
pand the federally owned RAPID bus
system to Kuantan and perhaps later to
Ipoh, Seremban, KK and Kuching. Paka-
tan, on the other hand, proposes an alterna-
tive Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) model to
serve areas which will not be reached by
the MRT by increasing the
number of buses from 1,400
to 3,000.

In addition, Pakatan will
also allow local authorities to
provide bus services which
should increase coverage
from the existing 165 routes
covering 980 residential areas
to 250 routes covering 1,500
residential areas.

Pakatan will also transfer
the Land Public Transport
Commission or SPAD from
the Prime Minister’s Office to
the Transport Ministry’s pur-
view.

The expensive MRT con-
tracts will also be reviewed
under a Pakatan government.

While the Pakatan budget has some
areas which have not been covered in as
much detail as many would like such as
alternative proposals for education spend-
ing, even from the four areas discussed
above, it is quite clear that Pakatan has
carefully thought through its budget and
is favoring longer term solutions to exist-
ing problems rather than throwing money
one-off in the same old manner, hoping
that these problems can be solved.

The two budgets are available for pub-
lic scrutiny.

I have no doubt that it will help the
voters make a better informed choice in
choosing their government in the next
general election.

of this, the Federal government is expanding the feder-
ally owned RAPID bus services to other places, this
time to Kuantan.

With car prices still at very unaffordable levels,
especially for the lower middle income groups, the
issue of affordable and low-cost housing cannot be
seen in isolation from the issue of public transporta-
tion. “Unfortunately, Najib does not seem to have
realised this as seen by his Budget 2013,” “Lim said.

Pakatan Rakyat’s budget, on the other hand, exer-
cises much more fiscal prudence. Not only is the
projected deficit lower at 3.5% of GDP or approxi-
mately RM37b, revenue and expenditure projections

are also much more conservative, at RM197b and
RM234b respectively.

A more conservative budget would give more room
to manoeuvre if Pakatan does take over power at the
federal level and puts its budget in place.

PR’s budget is also more economically sustainable
in that we do not attempt to favour one sector or
project over another. Instead we will set out to abolish
monopolies, abolish unfair practices and increase
competition in all sectors of the economy.

“Our budget also gives more focus on long-term
solutions to address cost of living issues including a
proper redeployment and reallocation of police per-

sonnel to fight crime, more involvement of local au-
thorities to reduce crime and provide public transpor-
tation alternatives, reduce and abolish toll rates to put
money back into the pockets of the people and to find
new ways of providing affordable public housing,”
Lim added.

Pakatan, through its Alternative Budget, and
through the state governments in Penang and Sel-
angor, has shown that it can govern with fiscal re-
sponsibility in mind, with sustainable policies which
encourage fair competition and with measures that
put money in the pockets of the people in the long-
term.
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RM4m learning centre, badminton

academy coming up j

Story by Chan Lilian

TWO Penang “boys” have returned to
their roots and want to contribute to the
state in a move to take Penang back to
the days when it produced such great
players as the fabulous Choong brothers
- Datuk Eddy and David, 1966 All-
England champion Tan Aik Huang, 1967
Thomas Cup-winning team captain Da-
tuk Teh Kew San and modern-day Datuk
Lee Chong Wei, among others.

Their first project launched on Sept 27
is the Penang Learning Centre and Pen-
ang Badminton Academy.

“Penang holds a special place in both
Datuk Seri Kalimullah Hassan’s and my
heart as we were born and grew up here,”
said ECM Libra Foundation Board of
Trustees member, Lim Beng Choon. Ka-
limullah is a member of the Board Of
Trustees of ECM Libra Foundation and
chairman of ECM Libra Financial Group
Berhad.

ECM Libra Foundation sponsors nu-
merous tuition programmes covering
over 500 children at learning centres both
in the rural areas in Sabah and Sarawak
and also in the cities.

“Outside Penang, the general com-
ment we often hear is that Penang people
are ‘one kind’. I think this is meant to be
a positive comment because Penangites
are loyal and passionate about anything
and everything that has to do with Pen-
ang. Therefore, for this project, we were
excited when first approached by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng to sponsor the
building of a learning centre for the peo-
ple of Penang,” said Beng Choon.

Last April, the Penang state govern-
ment made an important announcement
about the setting up of Penang Learning
Centre and Penang Badminton Academy
at Kampung Buah Pala.

The RM4 million Penang Learning
Centre (PLC) and Penang Badminton

Beng Choon delivering his

spéech at the event.

Academy (PBA) will take 18 months to
complete and occupies 2.9 acres of state
land.

It will include a library, seven class-
rooms for tuition and language classes,
six to eight badminton courts and a can-
teen. Among the languages focused on
will be foreign languages apart from
Bahasa Malaysia, English, Mandarin and
Tamil.

The PLC and PBA will serve the com-
munity in terms of being a unique com-
munity location where students weak in
their academic studies will have an af-
fordable option to seek tuition and learn
new languages as well as excelling in
badminton.

“As part our continuous efforts to
make Penang the preferred destination to
live, learn, work, play and heal, the PBA
and PLC will serve to nurtureminds by
keeping the body healthy.

“Parents who send their children to
this centre can exercise by playing bad-
minton while waiting for their children.
Both parent and child can then go back
happy as healthier parent and knowledge-
able child. This is the first library built
by the PR state government and also the
first badminton academy in Penang,”
Guan Eng said in his speech.

He added: “The Penang state govern-
ment accepts that education is under the
Federal government. In our efforts to
ensure that Penang is not left out of the
best educational facilities or smart
schools, the state government has adopt-
ed the three-tier approach at the top
level to attract private institutions of
higher learning whether they are top in-
ternational schools or top international
private universities.

One notable success is the selection
of Penang by AWLU run by Smith Col-
lege, the premier women’s college in the
United States. AWLU will be the pre-
mier international women’s university

Lim together with Penang state leaders and ECM Libra Foundation Board of

Trustees members at the groundbreaking ceremony at Kampung Buah Pala.

in this region training women both the
African and Asian regions to become
future leaders. AWLU was much sought
after by many countries as well as many
other states which offered much better
terms but Penang was the final choice
due to its reputation of respecting human
rights and politicsl freedom and its cul-
tural diversity.

The Penang Science Council (PSC)
was also established to transform Pen-
ang into a centre of excellence for sci-
ence and technology.

The PSC and its attendant Penang
Tech Dome will have seed money from
the state government but will be driven
purely by the private sector.

Since its establishment, the PSC has
achieved tremendous success because
of the active involvement of all the rival

competitors in the private sector and
also the state government’s non-inter-
ference policy.

The final initiative is to provide re-
medial education for weak children.

“This is the most challenging because
voluntary teachers will be sought to as-
sist where our school system has failed!
But I have faith that the people of Pen-
ang will find their way to teach the aver-
age students to excel,” the chief minis-
ter said.

“With the PBA, the state also hopes
to create more ‘Lee Chong Weis’ and
world badminton champions from Pen-
ang in years to come. The state govern-
ment wishes to thank ECM Libra Foun-
dation for its generous contribution in
promoting education and mastery of
languages amongst the young.”

Proposal to rename airport as
P. Ramlee Penang International Airport

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng has proposed to the Federal Government,
in a Sept 23 press statement, to rename the Penang International Airport to
P. Ramlee Penang International Airport.

“This is in recognition of his contributions and to remember the late P.
Ramlee who was born and bred in Penang. Many do not know P. Ramlee

was from Penang,” Lim said.

“He was chosen as the best actor in Asia before. Considering that he was
known worldwide, it is only apt that his name is crafted on an international
platform like the airport which connects the world.”

Lim also pointed out some of the complaints and faults of the Penang
International Airport which is undergoing upgrading at a cost of RM250

million.

Leaks, bad quality work, delay in completion and inconveniences to pas-

sengers were some of them.

He said that far too many complaints have been received not only from
passengers but also the workers in the airport.
Lim hopes the Federal government will carry out inspections every week

to identify and overcome the problems.



‘Do you see, feel any changes?’

Ong attending to the people in his constituency.

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

DURING the 12th General Election campaign, ‘big
guns’ from both sides of the political divide had
zoomed in on the Rifle Range Flats, one of the ear-
liest high-rise, low-cost homes in Penang, as it is
believed that there are 8,000 voters there.

Buletin Mutiara did a vox-pop (Vox populi a
Latin phrase that literally means voice of the people)
during an event at Rifle Range to find out if the
people who had voted for change did feel the pres-
ence of changes they wanted.

There were over 200 people gathered at the MPPP
Hall above the Rilfe Range market for a free haircut
by Passion School of Hair Design and movie screen-
ing by state assemblymember Jason Ong.

Madam Lean, 66, had come for the free haircuts
over the past six months. The haircut was given free
every two months and Madam Lean liked the service
provided.

Madam Lean found that under the Pakatan Raky-
at, a lot attention has been given to senior citizens
like herself.

She had received RM 100 under the Senior Citizen
programme for three consecutive years and is happy
that more facilities for the disabled (OKU) and el-
derly folk with difficulties in moving around had
been built.

“I got one complaint though - why the public bus

services do not cover more places?
People like us who stay in Rifle Range
and who want to get to Jelutong no
longer get direct bus services. Also,
why did they move the outstation bus
station to Sungai Nibong? If they open
another bus station for buses arriving
in Penang to stop in town, people can
start shopping in town and that will
bring more business. Why didn’t they
think of that?” she said.

Buletin Mutiara told her that her
ideas are excellent and she should ex-
press them to her assemblymember.

Madam Lean requested anonymity
because she wanted to add some obser-
vations.

“I want to tell the politicians not to
‘perli’ each other so much. Sometimes,
when we attend the events, they scold
all kind of bad things. I say we give
them some time. The new government
is only here for four years.

“Good or bad, we can see with our
own eyes. On the other hand, the previ-
ous government had been here for so
many decades, we can decide for our-
selves which to choose. Please tell them
not to ‘perli’ because we know what to
do,” she added.

Her sentiments were shared by for-
mer carpenter, Lee, 80.

He said: ”I am very sad when they
hit the Chief Minister’s son and wife
with all those stories. Why do they have
to do that? It is only politics, no need
to get personal with family members.
We can decide for ourselves, we know
who is good and will do the appropriate
things, no need to quarrel.”

Sprightly and healthy, Lee told his
elderly friends about the Penang Senior
Citizen programme and immediately,
Ong’s assistants explained to some of
the senior citizens on how to register
themselves.
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A happy, smiling resident of Rifle Range posing for
Buletin Mutiara while getting a new hair do.

S. Yuma getting her hair cut by Passion School of
Hair Design staff.

ior citizens are happy that there are activities like tai
chi, line dancing and other community projects to
keep them occupied.

CCTYVs help solve

S. Yuma, who is in her 40s, also had
her hair cut by Passion.

When asked if she has seen any
changes in the last four years, Yuma
said: “For one, there is a nice park for
us to jog. Secondly, the lifts which were
previously in bad condition, are now
repaired.”

Like all the residents in Rifle Range,
all the above hope there are improve-
ments to the cleanliness of the place and
also more civic-minded neighbours.

They hope there will be more aware-
ness and education programmes to get
people to stop throwing rubbish from
their windows down to the ground or
get them not to play loud music in the
middle of the night.

They also hope there is more welfare
aid for the people in the form of free
rice, food and cash. Currently, the sen-

crimes in Rifle Range

THE installation of closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras
at the Rifle Range flats has helped solve at least three cases
of crime there, says state assemblymember Jason Ong.

One of them was the case of snatch theft victim, Tan Kim
Chuan, 60, whose senseless death on July 10 sparked an out-
rage over the indifference of seven people who walked past
her unconscious body.

Through CCTYV recordings, the police managed to nab the
suspected perpertrator. Four good samaritans who helped the
victim were rewarded by the Penang state government.

Ong told Buletin Mutiara that there were nine blocks of
flats in Rifle Range and all except Block J had been installed
with the CCTV cameras costing RM20,000 for each block.

Block J hasn’t got the unit because of repairs to the lifts.

The Village Security and Development Committee (JKKK)
for Rifle Range was also praised by the assemblymember for
their sacrifices and efforts in helping to curb crime in the area
with constant monitoring and patrolling.



arty flags endangering

eople’s lives

FOLLOWING Buletin Mutiara’s story on
party flags being put up all over town, sev-
eral people have voiced their opinions on
the situation.

Buletin Mutiara’s writer and photogra-
pher, Chan Lilian had personally docu-
mented Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) enforcement officers taking down
party flags from both sides of the divide
without fear or favour.

Some of the flags were fixed using brown
tape and many drooped horizontally, thus
posing a great danger to motorcyclists. Oth-
ers were hung 30 feet high and could poten-
tially become deadly spears should they fall.

MPPP enforcement officer said some of
the flags covered the light bulb of street
lamps and due to rain were wrapped around
the whole bulb.

The people have expressed their disagree-
ment over political party flags flying before

the general elections campaign starts.

Below are some of the feedback gathered
from social media sites:

Eve tweeted: “Itis an eyesore and a waste
of money. These flags spoilt the beauty of
Penang.”

Chan Chee Wah'’s opinion is: “It should
only be hang (sic) during election campaign.
Best is not to hang at all as aftermath is
always terrible. Save manpower, save
money, save environment! We as an adult
(sic) know which party to vote. More flags
doesn’t mean I will change my mind and
vote for you.”

Meanwhile, David You was happy to find
out from Buletin Mutiara’s Facebook that
MPPP has removed the flags. He posted: “
A lot of the flag are put on dangerous spots.
That is not a correct way to promote the
party. Glad to hear MPPP brought it down
for rakyat’s safety.”
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E 3rd VOTE ¢

n

— Awaiting EC response
to local govt polls

Story by Danny Ooi

Correction

THE Penang Pakatan Rakyat state government is expecting
areply from the the Election Commission (EC) this month
on the approval to hold local council elections in Penang.

State exco for Local Government and Traffic Manage-
ment Chow Kon Yeow said the EC had been informed that
the state government had already passed the Local Coun-
cil Elections Enactment 2012.

“The EC, via a letter dated Sept 14, has acknowledged
that it will take the matter into consideration and will reply
with a decision,” Chow told a press conference at Komtar
recently.

“We will bring the matter to court, if the decision is
negative,” he said.

In Page 2 of the August (2)
edition of Buletin Mutiara,
the fourth paragraph should
read as follows:

“.....We ended the British
rule and now, we do not
want local leaders who are
unkind,” CM told the people
of Kampung Batu Uban who
fully agreed with him.

The error is regretted.

Komtar assembly person, Ng Wei Aik (right) joining local
councillors in pushing for the third vote for Penang.
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MPPP 2011 (1 JAN. 2012 - 31 DIS. 2012)

Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
En. Sim Chee Keong (DAP) 012-590 75 07 Zulkifli bin Mohd. Noor (DAP) | 012 - 483 0878
stevensim@mpsp.gov.my Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 42822 50
En. Teoh Seang Hooi (DAP) 019-412 99 96 (DAP)
shteow@mpsp.gov.my 04-594 1231 Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
En. Soon Lip Chee (DAP) 012-4290 163 Lim Siew Khim (DAP) 016 - 531 6026
Icsoon@mpsp.gov.my Lim Cheng Hoe 016 - 438 4809
(DAP)
En. Visvanathan a/l Kumaran [ 012-477 6468 h _
(DAP) 04-398 3242 (Tel) Tan Hun Wooi (DAP) 012 - 488 0409
visvanathan@mpsp.gov.my | 04-502 1667 (Fax) En. Ong Ah Teong 012 - 410 6566
(DAP)
%‘;TPO” I g Olle =552 107 Ooi Keat Hin 016- 417 1331
) (PKR)
- - - Francis a/l Joseph (PKR) 012 - 474 3321
En. Mohd Shaipol Bin Ismail 012-571 2250 - —
(DAP) Cik Ramlah Bee Binti 016 - 422 2142
Asiahoo (PKR)
En. Mohamed Yusoff Bin 04 - 657 7464 (Tel)
En. Guanalan a/l 013-4853128
Sengalaney J Mohamed Noor (PAS) 012-4728114
(DAP) Encik Iszuree Bin lbrahim 016 - 443 3205
(PAS)
ci Clenelesseren ellis. | ClZselne sr. Mohd. Zahry bin Shaikh | 012 - 472 6725
Maniam (DAP) Abdul Rahim (NGO)
chanderasekeran@mpsp. Y !
gov.my Encik Teh Lai Heng (DAP) 016 - 445 9808
En. Mohamad Zainudin 013-45 47 009
b Ofhman (PKR) Encik Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
mohamadzainudin@mpsp. (DAP)
gov.my Encik Prem Anand a/I 012-412 2558
— Loganathan
En. Ahmad Farid bin Md. 019-540 9396 (DAP)
Arshad (PKR 04-3979796 (F
O,fm%df(oﬁdg@mmo I (Fax) Encik Tan Seng Keat 012- 438 6191
- - (PKR)
En. Johari bin Kassim (PKR) | 019-449 1450 Tuan Haji Mohd Rashid Bin | 019 - 456 0077
johari@mpsp.gov.my Hasnon
Abdul Latif bin Abdullah 019-560 57 55 (PKR)
(PKR) Muhammad Sabri Bin Md 013 - 432 0207
abdul latif@mpsp.gov.my Osman
(PKR)
En. Lim Eng Nam 016-411 44 00 :
Mohd Taufik B | 012 - 438 0873
(PKR) 04-588 0818 (Tel) (PER) S e
peterim@mpsp.gov.my 04-588 0885 (Fax) - - -
Tahir Jalaluddin Bin Hussain | 012 - 463 5959
Puan Kusala Kumari @ Rynu | 019-54 63 257 (NGO)
a/p A. Shanmugam (PKR) Dr. Lim Mah Hui 012- 422 1880
kusala@mpsp.gov.my
(NGO)
En. Amir bin Md. Ghazali 013-584 8386 Encik Sin Kok Siang (NGO) 016 - 422 2255
(PKR) 04 - 521 1987 (Fax) Ng Chek Siang (PKR) 016 - 470 7089

amir@mpsp.gov.my

perisaihebat@gmail.com

En. Ahmad Kaswan bin
Kassim

(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov.
my

019- 408 4899

En. Lim Tau Hoong
(NGO)
thlim@mpsp.gov.my

019-446 35 51

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta
(NGO)
[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my

013-430 2096
04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

En. Ahmad Tarmizi Bin
Abdullah
(NGO)

013-414 4822

En. Loh Joo Huat
(DAP)
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my

012-4221133

En. Ong Koon Liak
(DAP)
klong@mpsp.gov.my

012-4277868
04-530 0363 (Tel)
04-538 6950 (Fax)

Puan Sarina binti Hashim 013-50 00 155
(PKR)

sarina@mpsp.gov.my

En. Md Jamil Bin Abd 019-4490007

Rahman
PAS)
mdjamil@mpsp.gov.my

BULETIN MUTIARA

Tingkat 47, Komtar,
10503 Penang
Phone : 04-650 5468
Fax : 04-261 5923
Email: suaracat@gmail.com

EDITORIAL

Editor
Chan Lilian (English)
Tam Poh Guek (Chinese)
D.Bhavaneswari (Tamil)

Assistant Editors :
Albert Benedict Manikam (Proof Reader)

Writer
Danny Ooi (English)
Shum Jian Wei (Chinese)
P.Parameswari (Tamil)

Photographers :
Chan Lilian, Law Suun Ting,
Mohd. Hafiz Taijudin and Alissala Thian

Graphic Designers :
Loo Mei Fern, Idzham Ahmad

ihEe)] o |

[ [ ] |
Kalendar Pelancongan

Pulau Pinang Okt 2012

15 - 23hb Oktober e

Nine Emperor Gods Festival
Rumah Berhala Tow Boo Kong, Burma
Road, macallum St Ghaut, Je UTOI’\%,
Noordin Street, Farlim, Butterworth, Bukit
Mertajam

9am - 11pm

16 - 24hb Oktober
Navarathri Festival
Along the Streets of
Georgetown

6pm - 10pm

ICSLANEXAN BISNES
IANDAYD I

NViuEiana

www.buletinmutiafaicom

Buletin Mutiara boleh diperoleh di :

- Pejabat-pejabat ADUN

- Pejabat-pejabat Kerajaan Negeri

- Pejabat-pejabat PBA

- Bukit Bendera

- Pasaraya-pasaraya sekitar Pulau Pinang
- Hospital-hospital Kerajaan dan Swasta

- Pejabat-pejabat NGO

- Edaran rumah ke rumah

Jenis Iklan Saiz Kos
(sebulan,RM)
Satu Muka 25sm(w) x 32sm(h) 15,000 (*)
Surat

Separuh 25sm(w) x 1ém(h) 7.500 (*)
Muka Surat
(melintang)

Separuh 12.5sm(w) x 32m(h) 7.500 (*)
Muka Surat
(menegak)

Bagi Maklumat Lanjut, Sila Hubungi :

Shawal Ahmad:

04 - 650 5550, 04 - 650 5256, 012 - 424 9004
shawal@penang.gov.my atau shawal?004@gmail.com



THE Mid-Autumn Festival,also Beach Street and Lantern Festi-
known as the Lantern Festival, val in Bukit Mertajam, several
has taken on a multi-cultural assemblymembers also held
approach in Penang with people  similar celebrations at their re-
from all races coming together spective constituencies.
to enjoy a host of events organ-
ised by state leaders and asso-
ciations.

This cultural celebration falls
on the 15th day of the eighth
lunar month and traditionally is
celebrated with mooncakes and
lanterns.

“When the moon is full,
‘mankind is one’ is a Chinese
saying. In the Chinese commu-
nity, the full moon has always
represented the gathering of
friends and family. Thus, Mid-
Autumn Festival is a time for
family reunions,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said to a multi-
racial crowd at Beach Street
during the FestoRama on Sept
30.

The day-long celebration
began in the morning and lasted
till late at night.

“This celebration in Penang
is probably the biggest Mid-
Autumn festival in the country,”
Lim continued.

Lim also praised and thanked
state exco member Lydia Ong
Kok Fooi for the successful and
joyous event.

Another mammoth lantern
festival was held in Bukit Mer-
tajam on Sept 29 for people on
the mainland with the colourful
lantern parade drawing thou-
sands of people.

Some1,000 lanterns were
given free to the children and
mooncakes were also distribut-
ed. Sixty food and souvenir
booths also added to the festivi-
ties.

Besides the FestoRama at



PENANG STATE SECRETARIAT

TENDER NOTICE

PENANG STATE GOVERNMENT
PENANG STATE SECRETARIAT

TENDER NO : PSUKPP/TENDER/11/2012

Tenders are invited from contractors/companies registered with the Penang State ePerolehan System and Ministry of Finance (MOF) under
the Registration Code: 340403 or (220301 and 220401 and 220503 and 220507 and 221001 and 221002 and 221305 and 221506) of the work
scopes that are still valid to bid for the following tender :

“MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES OF
CARING SOCIETY COMPLEX (KOMPLEKS MASYARAKAT PENYAYANG)”

2. Briefing and site visit for those interested in bidding is compulsory. The details are as follows :-

Date : 15 October 2012 (Monday)

Time : 10.00 a.m

Venue : Anggerik Room, Kompleks Masyarakat Penyayang
10460 Jalan Utama, Pulau Pinang

Attendee : Company Owner (No representatives allowed)

3. The bidder has to produce the original and photocopies (non-refundable) of the following documents when attending the above briefing
session :-
i)  Job specifications and responsibilities of the Management Agent which can be downloaded from the Penang State ePerolehan
System;
ii) Valid Company Registration Certificate; and
iii) Valid Ministry of Finance (MOF) Certificate (with the specified registration code).

4, The tender document is only sold at RM50.00 online and it can be downloaded from the Penang State ePerolehan System effective from 15
October 2012 (after the briefing session and site visit).

5. The completed tender document must be sealed with the tender reference number and title written at the top right hand corner of the
envelope. The document must be deposited in the tender box located at Management Service Division, Penang State Secretariat, Level 25

KOMTAR, 10503 Penang before or on 06 November 2012 (Tuesday) at 12.00 noon.

6. Kindly take note that proof of delivery is not proof of receipt and all cost associated with the above Tender is the responsibility of the bidder.

7. The Penang State Secretariat does not bind itself to accept the lowest or
highest or any tender. The State Secretariat does not have to provide any reason
for the rejection, delaying nor suspension of any tenders before or on the closing
date of the Tender offer.

8. This tender advertisement can also be accessed via the website_http://ep.penang.gov.my

Hon. State Secretary
Penang State Secretariat




MPSP the recycling champ!

THE Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) has beaten all targets to emerge the recy-
cling champion.

Achieving a recycling rate of 32.87 per cent by June 2012, MPSP beat the Federal gov-
ernment’s 20 per cent target by 2020 and the Penang State Government’s 30 per cent.

MPSP collects at least 1,000 tonnes of solid waste daily. With the reduction due to its
higher recycling rate, MPSP saved RM1.32 million within the first six months of 2012 in
terms of waste management.

The programme is sponsored by CIMB Bank which gave RM 110,000 for three areas in
Seberang Perai.

The residents in Permatang Nibong who are mostly padi farmers were taught how to turn
kitchen waste into organic compost which can be used to fertilise their plants. With charts
and clear instructions, they learned how kitchen waste, like leftover food, can be left to
| ferment and become organic fertiliser.

World Children’s Day Food and Fun Fair

PENANG Toys Stories Project

lﬁﬂt 2 weeks of fermentation
32162 2 minggu penagaian Ay [
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A staff member of MSP posing with charts on how to turn kitchen
waste into organic compost.

700 cyclists in 20km
charity fun ride

Story by Danny Ooi

More than 700 cyclists took
part in the ‘Cycling for Charity
20-km fun ride’ held at Sunway
Carnival Mall in Prai recently.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng was present to kick-off the
event. The 20km route started
from the Sunway Carnival
Mall’s west entrance where the
cyclists circle Bandar Sunway
before going to the Butterworth
Kulim Expressway toll.

They then travel north along
the Butterworth Outer Ring’s
route and assembled at the re-
freshment station at the Bagan
Ajam Rest & Recreation area.
The riders then continue to
cycle south along the highway
passing along Jalan Chain
Ferry and Jalan Todak before
returing to the mall.

While the participants were
riding along the route, the
crowd present were entertained
with line dancing performanc-
es and Zumba dance performed
by Absolute Fitness. Other
highlights include demon-
strated bicycle stunts on stage,
magic shows from the mall’s
tenant — Magic Club.

An added attraction was a
Dahon Folding Bike worth RM
1, 199 put up for auction with
a starting bid price of RM8&8S8.
The money collected from the
bicycle auction was donated to
Pertubuhan Moralis Pulau
Pinang.

Sunway Carnival Mall’s

centre manager Chow Heng
Wah in his welcoming speech
thank all participants for cy-
cling not only for health but
also for a good cause.

“From the registration fees
collected amounting to
RM21,090, we are able to con-
tribute this sum to Yee Ran Jing
Sheh Handicapped Children
Home in Bukit Mertajam to
provide better living conditions
and supply basic day-to-day
necessities for the children,” he
added.

Chow said the collection
from the bicycle auction will be
channelled to Pertubuhan Mora-
lis Pulau Pinang.

Also present at the event were
Exco for Youth & Sports, Wom-
en, Family & Community De-
velopment, Lydia Ong Kok
Fooi, MPSP’s president Maimu-
nah Mohd Shari, Penang Sports
Council’s director, Leong Theng
Choon, Leo Club of Penang
Metropolition’s (Omega) presi-
dent Teh Khai Tzong and E-
Forest’s president, Yew Lai
Hock.

Meanwhile, CM Lim said the
Penang Government is working
on initiatives to increase road
safety for cyclists including bi-
cycles lanes.

“Another initiative is the Car-
Free-Day Campaign in Penang
Island which has since been a
success in cultivating the habit
of cycling and helps to make
Penang a green and clean state.,”
he added.

Committee together with MPPP
and the Penang Mental Health
Association (PMHA) are joint-
ly organising this year’s World = 8
Children’s Day Food & Fair.

The proceeds are in aid of
2-Way Centre which is run by
the PHMA to provide therapy
for children with learning dif-
ficulties.

Event will be held as follow:

Date : 4th November 2012
(Sunday)

Time : 0900 am to 1500 pm

Venue: Youth Park (Taman Per-
bandaran, Majlis Perbandaran Pulau Pinang)

This event is organized by Pertubuhan
Wanita Mutiara and Sim Children & Child
Heart Clinic.

A lots of games, competitions and perfor-
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mances will be held on the day.

For more information, do email to world-
childrensday2012@gmail .com.

Registration (for games, competitions and
performances) is on a first come first served
basis.

Closing date: 24th October 2012.

Penang World Music Fest is back agaln'

PENANG World Music
Fest 2013 (PWMF 2013)
will be held on March 30
and 31,2013, together with
the World Photo Fest 2013
(WPF) which will be held
from March 29 to 31.

State exco member for
Tourism Development and
Culture Law Heng Kiang,
speaking at a press confer-
ence recently, said: "Music
lovers can expect the same
authentic musical experi-
ence or even better as the
festival will feature a mix
of well-known international and local musi-
cians. In March this year, the PMWF 2012
attracted approximately 10,000 people, leaving
them breathless with the explosive perfor-
mance.”

Another exciting event, the WPF, is coming
to Penang for the first time.

It was previously held in Kuala Lumpur but
the organiser feels Penang has a lot to offer in
terms of culture and heritage.

Five hundred delegates from around the

World Music 30th & 31st af A

} Festival

world are expected to converge here for the
event.

PWMEF 2013 tickets can be purchased from
http://www.ticketxpress.com.my/ or call 016-
4110000. Early birds will get a discount if they
purchase their tickets by November.

Tickets are priced at RM60 (day pass for
one adult) and RM20 for a day pass per child.

Follow PWMEF 2013 on their Facebook
Page at https://www.facebook.com/penang-
worldmusicfestival
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Two new dispersal roads
for Second Penang Bridge

Story by Danny Ooi

TWO traffic dispersal projects on the island end of the
Second Penang Bridge are expected to start next year.
State exco member for Public Works, Transportation
and Utilities Lim Hock Seng said: “The Federal govern-
ment has approved RM262mil to upgrade the coastal
road (Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu Expressway) from the
entrance of the second bridge to the Penang Bridge.

“Besides that, RM161mil has also been allocated to
upgrade roads leading south to Teluk Kumbar from the
Batu Maung interchange,” Lim said at a press confer-
ence organised by Jambatan Kedua Sdn Bhd to provide
an update on the progress of the Second Penang Bridge.

He said the two new road projects will not disturb
the present traffic system along the Tun Dr Lim Chong
Eu Expressway.

Hock Seng added that both projects were expected
to be completed about a year after the second Penang
bridge opens to traffic next September.

“We expect about 30 per cent of the first bridge’s
traffic (70,000 vehicle per day) to move to the second
bridge, so we think traffic will be manageable until the
two upgrading projects are completed,” he said.

Meanwhile, Jabatan Kedua Sdn Bhd construction
director Hamizol Ngah said work on the second Penang
link is moving ahead of schedule with 84.3 per cent of
the work completed.

He said as of Sept 20, work was 2.45 per cent ahead

of schedule.

“We are two months ahead of schedule from the
September 2013 deadline.

“We aim to have 90 per cent of the bridge com-
pleted by end of the year,” he said.

Hamizol said if work continued as planned, the two
ends of the bridge would converge at the main naviga-
tion span in early April next year.

The 24km bridge is expected to be the longest bridge
in South-East Asia.

He added that the second bridge has a lifespan of
120 years and can handle earthquakes up to 7.5 on the
Richter scale with its High Damping Rubber Bearing
system used for seismic isolation, making the bridge
safe in case of seismic activities.

What Bursa collapse!

PRIME Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak was
taken to task for implying that abolishing tolls such
as the North-South Expressway toll will lead to the
collapse of Bursa Malaysia. “How can the Bursa
collapse when PLUS was taken private last year
and is not even listed on Bursa Malaysia?” Penang
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng asked in a recent
press statement.

“Clearly such threats sound not only ridiculous
but irresponsible when it comes from a prime min-
ister,” he added.

Lim said he strongly disagreed that abolishing
tolls would spell the end of Bursa Malaysia as most
of the concessionaires were public-listed compa-
nies.

“Again Najib has revealed that he subconscious-
ly is more concerned about the fate of the few
wealthy public listed companies than the livelihood
of 28 million ordinary Malaysians,” he said.

Compensation for residents affected by Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu (Phase 3) nghway PrOJect

Story by Danny Ooi

SIXTY-four families affected by the Tun Dr Lim

Chong Eu Expressway project received their compen-
sation from the Penang State Goverment at a ceremo-
ny at Komtar on Sept 25.

They were among the 173 families who accepted a

compensation of RM42,000 each, equivalent to the

cost of a three-room, low-cost unit in Desa Pinang II,

in the Sungai Pinang area.

These house owners had agreed to vacate their

present premises to give way for the project which en-
compasses three phases of development.

Phase 1, the construction of a 2.7km highway from
the junction of Jalan Udini to the Jalan Sungai junction,
was completed in June 2003, while Phase 2 involved
construction of the 2.4km highway from the junction
of Jalan Sungai Pinang to Jalan Weld Quay till the
junction of Gat Lebuh Acheh. A major portion of the

construction was completed by June 20, 2006.

Phase 3 involved the construction of a 800m road
joining the junction of Jalan Tan Sri Teh Ewe Lim till

Jalan Jelutong and Jalan Batu Lanchang.

This project, scheduled to start in April 2008, did
not take off pending the resettlement of all affected

residents.

Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mansor Othman
presented a symbolic house key to each house owner

who turned up.

Also present were State Secretary Datuk Farizan

Darus, Deputy State Secretary (Development)
Zaini Husain, Jelutong MP Jeff Ooi and Sungai Pinang
state assemblymember Koid Teng Guan.

In his speech, Mansor said Penang was the first state
in the country to offer a compensation of RM42,000
or an equivalent of a three-room, low-cost unit, to
house owners affected by a development project.

“Besides this, we also offered RM20,000 to families
who share the house with the owner, and RM5,000 to
families who rent the house,” he said, adding that these
group of people will be given preference to buy their
own house.

Mansor said the relocation of the affected house
owners was supposed to be completed by the previous
State Government before 2008.

As it was not done, the present State Government
took on the task to look into their plight.

Meanwhile, an affected house owner, Lee Oon Soo,
77, told Buletin Mutiara that he felt very happy to be
offered a three-room unit at Desa Pinang II.

“I am now staying with 10 family members in my
present house in Lorong Perak,” he said.

He hope the new house will be more comfortable
for his family.

“1 want to thank Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and
the Penang State Government for helping me and oth-
ers affected by the expressway project,” Lee said.

Sharing Lee’s sentiments was another house owner,
Tan Eng San, 55, from Jelutong.

“My family has waited for a long time since the last

agreement offered to us,” he said.

“We are very happy to get a comfortable house in
Desa Pinang I1.”

Mansor hoped the resettlement of the affected
families will proceed smoothly as scheduled.

He urged those who had agreed to move to their
new place to help the State Government convince the
remaining house owners who had not made up their
minds to follow suit.

“The State Government is positive that moving to
the township of Desa Pinang II, which has better in-
frastructure, will give you a better life,” he said.



State gives land to Tamil school

Story by Danny Ooi

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on behalf
of the Penang State Government on Sept.
8 handed over a 2.3 acre piece of land to
SJK (T)
Subramani-
ya Barathee
in Gelugor.

The State
Govern-
ment decid-
ed to donate
the land as
many resi- i
dents in the
community |
protested

againgst Murugiah: Positive move by
State Government to upgrade

building the
school on a
small piece
of land which is just 0.9 acre, given by
the previous State Government.

Lim in his speech said he was in-
formed that the school committee’s board
has been working for more than 30 years
to get a suitable piece of land for the new
school building.

“Tamil schools not only in Penang,
but country wide does not get proper at-
tention from the Education Ministry since
the last 50 years. This resulted in the
schools going without facilities like
computer lessons and kindergarten
classes,” he added.

Among those present at the function
were Deputy Chief Minister 11, Prof. Dr

Indian community.”

P. Ramasamy and Pen-
ang Tamil Schools Spe-
cial Committee’s chair-
man, Datuk Dr

K. Anbalakan.

_ To look into the
% problems faced by
# Tamil schools, a
Special Committee
for Tamil School
- = has been set up
% Deputy Chief Min-
ister 11, Prof. Dr P.
) Ramasamy in May,

1 2008. A yearly al-
location of RM1.75
million has been set
aside for 28 Tamil
schools in the State.

This committee
will look into the
welfare and the
pirorities of Tamil
schools.

“I was informed that
SJK (T) Subramaniya
Barathee is among the best Tamil schools
when it comes to UPSR results yearly,
eventhough being faced with lack of fa-
cilities,” Lim said.

He added that there are many students
who wanted to join the school, but could
not do so as the school lacks class rooms
and other facilities.

Meanwhile, Penang Hindu Associa-
tion’s president, P. Murugiah told Buletin
Mutiara : “ This is a very positive initia-
tive by the Penang State Government

N

towards upgrading the Indian commu-
nity by creating a better future for Indian
children.

“By having this allocation of 2.3 acres
of land, there can be both primary and
secondary schools set up with voca-
tional laboratories to enhance students
skill, where they not only be groomed in
normal tertiary education but also trained
for handy skills,” he added.

“With all factors taken into account,
the school could be a model school in the

Lim (centre) with Ramasamy (third from left) and other VIPs at the function.

country, where students were equipped
with multi-talents and abilities to be bet-
ter citizens and independent Malaysians,”
Murugiah said.

The school currently has 230 students
and 20 teachers in the five-classroom
premise.

“I hope with the construction of the
new school building complete with ample
facilities will full-filled the wishes of
parents who hoped to send their children
there,” Lim said.

Penang Port assures public on ferry safety

Story by Danny Ooi

PENANG Port Sdn Bhd has given
an assurance to the public that ferry
services plying between the island
and Butterworth are safe.

Ferry services unit head Fisnol
Ainon Mahmud said the ferries are
checked yearly and passenger cer-
tificates are issued by the Marine
Department of Malaysia on an an-
nual basis.

“There are four ferries in opera-
tion and the oldest one is about 35
years old,” he said.

“From time to time, we conduct
safety training for our personnel on
fire fighting, passenger rescue and
others,” he told a press conference
at the Raja Tun Uda ferry terminal
recently.

Also present was Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, who made a visit

following the boat mishap in Hong
Kong recently.

Fisnol stressed that his depart-
ment would look at the Hong Kong
incident to further improve passen-
ger safety.

Meanwhile, Lim said the aim of
his visit was to ensure that the fer-
ries were in good working condi-
tion.

Joining him was state exco mem-
ber for Public Works, Utilities and
Transportation Lim Hock Seng.

In the Oct 1 tragedy, Hong Kong’s
worst maritime accident in 40 years,
38 people were killed after a pleas-
ure boat collided with a ferry and
sank off Hong Kong near Lamma
Island.

The victims were part of the 120
passengers and crew on a trip to
watch the National Day fireworks
display in Victoria Harbour.
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Lim (centre) with Jambatan Kedua Sdn Bhd’s construction division senior manager

Azmi Mohamad (second from right) discussing the safety of the Penang ferry.



Pastors put right Utusan’s report

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE Penang State Government’s an-
nual lunch dialogue with all the church
leaders in Penang on Oct 4 at the Caring
Society Complex, which saw five hun-
dred priests, pastors, church elders and
leaders of various Christian groups
attending the event, made headlines for
all the wrong reasons.

On Oct 7, Mingguan Malaysia (Utu-
san Malaysia’s Sunday edition) had put
on the front page “Jangan Heret Ger-
eja” and made various claims after in-
terviewing two people.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng called
a press conference at Komtar on the
same evening with several church lead-
ers who had attended the lunch and
dialogue to set the record straight.

Pastor Samuel Teh, the chairman of
Penang Minister Fellowship, said: “We
responded to the invitation from the
Penang State Government because
there is nothing political to it.”

Datuk Jerry Chan, the economics
head of the Love Penang Network,
pointed out that both the gentlemen
interviewed by Mingguan Malaysia
were not even at the function as they

on Oct 7.

are from Kuala Lumpur.

Pastor Sam Surendran, a council
member of National Evangelical Chris-
tian Fellowship (NECF), who spoke on
behalf of the group, said they under-
stood the motive of the dialogue as well
as the direction.

“We can vouch that there was no
political speech throughout the whole
dialogue and lunch session.”

He gave a statement on three impor-
tant points:

1. It is absolute careless or a lie has
been made that the event took place in
a church when it did not. It was held on

Lim (sixth from left) together with thé'pastors and church leaders posing with Mingguan Malysia’s front-page article

neutral ground, in this case, the Caring
Society Complex, Penang.

2. There were no political speeches
nor political incitement. It was between
the Penang state government and the
pastors, priests and elders of the
churches in Penang. It was a very good
and constructive dialogue. The prob-
lems churches faced were brought up,
like land, burial ground, assessment
dues and others. There wasn’t any po-
litical speech nor anyone asking the
church to do anything.

3. It is something good because fi-
nally the churches are able to meet state

leaders.

Pastor Liew Yean Huat from the
George Town Baptist Church con-
cluded: “There is nothing wrong for
Christians to speak. The church has to
stand up for truth and justice without
having any one telling us. This is the
basic value Christians stand for. *

Lim also said that one of the two
people quoted in the report had called
him.

“Rev Thomas Phillips called and told
me that when he was asked to comment,
there was no reference to me or the
dialogue!” Lim said.

Of religion and politics

Bishop Emeritus Antony Selvanayagam speaking
at the lunch dialogue.

BULETIN Mutiara’s Chan Lilian spoke to three
church leaders to find out the Christian view on
politics and faith and how they intertwined.

In a letter dated July 18 July, the Christian Fed-
eration of Malaysia (CFM) had urged all Christians
as follows: “It is of fundamental importance in a
democracy, that citizens actually exercise their
right to vote. Having the right to vote without
utilising it is of little use. Voting ensures that
every Malaysian citizen participates in bringing
about a more just and equitable Malaysia for suc-
ceeding generations to come. Therefore, it is im-
portant that as Christians, we undertake our duty
as citizens and exercise our right to vote and ex-
press our preference for a political coalition that
will best achieve our vision of a better Malaysia.”

Penang CFM chairperson Bishop Emeritus
Antony Selvanayagam told Buletin Mutiara: “Be-
ing a Christian, it means being involved in the

country, state and church. The people need to be
informed of the current events. This way, when
it is time to vote, they know who and why. Church
leaders do not get involved in party politics but
they must be involved in politics. There is a dif-
ference. That means they must be informed of
matters from both sides of the political divide. It
is OUR government because it is the people who
put them there. Our people must register this in
our consciousness.”

Father Martin Then from a church in Balik Pu-
lau, Penang said the church informed its people of
events organised by both BN and PR parties.

“We want the people to broaden their view. We
do not support any party but we want the people
to choose the right person to be their leader. Peo-
ple are more awakened now and most will know
what to do.”

Pastor Sam Surendran, who is a council member
of National Evangelical Christian Fellowship
(NECF) said: “To be a good citizen, one has to
uphold justice, righteousness and truth. In the
process, it is our responsibility to elect the right
leaders. We remind and inform our members to be
good citizens to take care of the country, environ-
ment and government.”

An overview of the hall in the Caring Society Complex.



Taman Manggis saga continues
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An aerial shot of Taman Manggis which is a piece of green field along Jalan Burmah/Jalan Zainal Abidin.

Story by Chan Lilian & Danny Ooi

MEASURING 1.1 acre and covered with grass and
lallang, Taman Manggis, which is opposite Tune
Hotel along Jalan Burmah, has surprisingly gained
much media attention.

The tiny plot of land is at the corner of Jalan
Zainal Abidin.

Recently, Barisan Nasional Youth members
brought a paper bag filled with cash to buy up the
vacant land. However, many Penangites are puzzled
as to the location of that piece of land which BN
wants to buy for RM450 per sq feet.

State exco member Wong Hon Wai had clarified
several times that he had checked and found that
during Barisan Nasional’s administration there was
no record in the local council that the Taman Mang-
gis land was reserved by BN for low-cost housing.

However, BN Youth is not perturbed. They came
to Komtar to hand over RM224,073 in cash as “ear-
nest” money to the Penang State Government.

BN and Gerakan Youth chief Oh Tong Keong,
who spoke on behalf of the group, said: “This is
historical. For the first time, an opposition party

BN Youth handing over the 1% earnest moey to Puan Farida
Hani, private secretary to Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

(BN) is offering to build low-cost flats
for the people. We are bringing the ear-
nest money to prove our sincerity and
hope the state government will prepare
the Sales and Purchase agreement as
soon as possible.”

Oh added that they are in agreement
that the money received from BN shall
be used to fund the proposed affordable
housing which the Pakatan Rakyat state
government plans to build in Jalan S.P.
Chelliah. The land in Jalan S.P. Chelliah
measures 11 acres .

The money was banked into the Pen-
ang state government bank account and
BN Youth received the receipt for the one
per cent “earnest” money.

In a related development, the Penang
Barisan Nasional (BN) has been given

30 days to settle the remaining payment File pic of Batu Kawan affordable housing project ground

for the plot.
The Chief Minister’s political secre-

breaking ceremony held in Batu Kawan on Feb 2012. Left
to right - PDC General Manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar, Penang
State Assembly Speaker Datuk Abdul Halim Hussein and Exco

tary, Ng Wei Aik, said the piece of land Member Wong Hon Wai

would be alienated and the title issued to
BN after the full amount is paid.

“The alienation process will not go
through until the full amount is settled ,”
he said at a press conference at Komtar on
Oct 4.

Ng added that a total of RM22,183,227
is still outstanding

However, BN claimed that the Penang
state government was not being fair and
demanded to know why another land trans-
action was given five years to complete
payment.

In a press conference on Oct 5, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng said: “The land
transaction in Bayan Mutiara involves land
reclamation. On the other hand, the land
in Taman Manggis is ready for alienation.

I, as the chief minister, had given the black and white
letter to (Penang BN chairman) Teng Chang Yeow.
It means a decision has been made by the state.”

He also pointed out how during BN’s administra-
tion, the Jelutong Expressway land transaction was
given 10 years to be settled.

“We only give five years, BN gave 10 years!”

Lim also quipped: “Can we trust BN? They may
need several millions more to build the low-cost
units on top of the RM22.4 million for the land.
Where is the money? I hope they do not chicken
out.”

It looks like Taman Manggis, which is a serene
piece of green field in the midst of busy Jalan Bur-
mah, will continue to be in the news with BN Youth
wooing its ownership while Penang state waits for
the full RM22.4 million for sale of the land.





