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PENANG launched the Penang
Paradigm, a framework to make
Penang No. 1 in Malaysia on
Feb 23 at the Town Hall, George
Town. The website www.pen-
angparadigm.com was launched
by Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng at the function.

In a press conference after the
launch, Lim said: “We decided to
come up with our own Penang
developmental model and that is
where the Penang Paradigm came
about. Professor Datuk Woo Wing
Thye is an economic adviser to
countries like USA and China
which are the two top economic
powers of the world. We are very
honoured to have him on board to
craft the Penang Paradigm.”

Lim also pointed out that
this is not a manisfesto for
Pakatan Rakyat but a road map
to make Penang No. 1 for all
Penangites, regardless of their
political leanings.

“It is for all Penangites,” Lim
emphasised.

“Right now, we want to have
public input and consultation
and after that the Penang Pera-
dign developmental model
would be finalished. After all the
input has been taken into ac-
count, the final version will be
submitted to the exco for ap-
proval,” Lim said.

“It gives us a sense of direc-

tion where we want to go
from here. I am confident
Penang can be no. 1
through the Penang Para-
digm, very unique devel-
opmental model.”

Lim also pointed out
the Pakatan Rakyat (PR)
state government will
engage with the Federal
government.

“Even though we have
talked about the Penang
Airport, it is only ready
during PR’s tenure. Let us
not forget that though we
are talking about the Pen-
ang second bridge, it only
started and will be com-
pleted during the of ten-
ure of PR. And let us also
not forget the SMJK Jit
Sin school in south Se-
berang Perai which had
been talked about over the
last 20 years, but only
started during PR’s ten-
ure,” Lim added.

The outcome for Pen-
ang from the implementation of
the Penang Paradigm will be an
international and intelligent
State. Malaysia will have to
adopt the same programme in
order to become an interna-
tional and intelligent country.

To realise the potential of
Penang, the Penang Institute is

»

asking the people of Penang and
friends outside Penang to give
them feedback on the draft of
the Penang Paradigm.

Woo said in a press statement:
“Your guidance is crucial in
enabling the final version of the
Penang Paradigm to help the
people in Penang and Malaysia
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to achieve their aspirations for
themselves, for future genera-
tions, and for the world. We have
the confidence to have faith in
that the best is yet to be because
we can shape the future that we
want our children to live in.”
Members of the public can
get more information on the

Making Penang
No. 1 in Malaysia
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(From left) Lim, Penang Institute CEO Zairil Khir Johari, exco members Chow Kon Yeow, Datuk Abdul Malik
Kassim and Lim Hock Seng looking at the exhibition during the launch of the Penang Paradigm at the Town
Hall, Penang.

Penang Paradigm on the official
website at www.penangpara-
digm.com and submit their
feedback to penangparadigm@
penanginstitute.com.

* The Chief Minister’s full
speech is on pages 14 and 15 of
this issue of Buletin Mutiara.



‘Why change government?’

oranges.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE Batu Lancang market
was a hive of activity recently
as assemblymember for Sun-
gai Pinang Koid Teng Guan
went around announcing loud-
ly that the Penang state leaders
were coming to the market to
greet the traders and market
goers for Chinese New Year.
The Mandarin oranges dis-
tribution by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, exco member
Law Heng Kiang, Member of
Parliament Jeff Ooi and Koid
brought cheers from those

-.;q;.-' o, =
Stallholders of various races including this Malay trader selling fresh chicken
were elated to meet and greet leaders from Penang and getting Mandarin

present.

Buletin Mutiara gauged pub-
lic sentiments on the coming
election and asked several trad-
ers and market goers about the
factors affecting their decision.
Did they get what they wanted
from the one they chose in
March 2008? What will be their
wish for the next government?

Lee Seang Hin, 62, a fish-
monger was very excited with
the visit of the VIPs to his stall.

He described the Pakatan
Rakyat state government in a
short sentence: “They provide
good service.”

Lee explained that the traders

F

were generally
happy because
now their com-
plaints are
quickly attend-
ed to and the
market 1is
cleaner as well.

He pointed
out to Buletin
Mutiara an ex-
ample why he heaped praises on
the PR government.

“You see this grille door?
Last time, we wanted to repair
it and the previous administra-
tion told us it will cost
RM10,000 and above. Now,
our state rep has helped us
repair and it cost only
RM1,600. That’s why the
government has money to give
to the people. They save
money!”

Buletin Mutiara prodded if
there is a need to change gov-
ernment.

“Why change government?

Acid victim shows courage

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

TWENTY-one-year-old Tan Hui Linn was a
picture of serenity and determination.

Sitting next to Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, she told press members: “I am coping
well. I am taking my ACCA course and into
my second year. I do things like what every-
one else does.”

Hui Linn and her older brother, Jun Hong,
paid Lim a visit during Chinese New Year to
send their greetings.

Hui Linn was severely scarred when her
father splashed acid on her mother and acci-
dentally injured her as well. Her mother
perished in the tragic incident.

However, the gutsy girl has moved on with
her life, taking her SPM examination and
scoring excellent results.

Then, she was offered a scholarship to take
up ACCA (the Association of Chartered Cer-
tified Accountants) in Kuala Lumpur.

Lim, an accountant by profession,said:
“ACCA is one of the hardest courses to take.
I am inspired by your determination.”

He encouraged Hui Linn and praised her
for her courage in handling the obstacles she
faced after the incident and the recovery she
has made so far.

On a parting note, Lim told her to come
back to Penang after she has completed her
studies to serve the state.

Koid (left) warmly greets traders like old friends.

This (Penang state) govern-
ment is good. I will give them
another five years to make it
even better. If they have more
time, they can do even more
for the people,”Lee replied.

Koid led the group of people
distributing Mandarin oranges
in the market and hawker centre
with loud cheers of “Heng ahh...
Ong ahhh...Huat ahhh...” and
obviously, the positive vibes
could be heard throughout when
some of the
traders used
their weighing
scales’” alumin-
ium plates as
gongs and
cymbals while
echoing Koid’s
cheers.

The cama-
raderie was
infectious and |
all around :
people were
glad to meet

their leaders.

One of them was Rosnah
Mohd who was there with her
daughter doing her marketing.

She told Buletin Mutiara
that she was happy with the
current state in Penang and
hopes the harmonious rela-
tionship amongst races con-
tinue.

Her children are recipients
of Penang Golden Student
programme and she had also
heard of the assistance given
to university students.

Meanwhile, tailor K.
Rajeswari, 57, was happy that
the new government had made
the stalls in Batu Lancang
market better and even gave
them a new coat of paint.

She also likes the fact that
rental of the stalls has re-
mained reasonable.

The sentiments on the
ground resonate positive vibes
and people are glad with the
change they made on March 8,
2008.

Rajeswari is happy that the new government
has made the Batu Lancang market better and
gave her tailoring shop a new coat of paint.

Siblings Jun Hong and Hui Linn visiting Lim at Komtar to send
their Chinese New Year greetings.



February 16 - 28, 2013

Public-private partnership
benefits the needy

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Jian-Wei

CITING the initiative of the
first state-run dialysis centre at
the Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP), Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng said a part-
nership between the public and
private sectors can benefit the
needy.

Five haemodialysis ma-
chines were installed at the
centre and these will be opera-
tional once the Health Ministry
approves the licences.

“The Penang Government is
proud to have worked out this
arrangement with partners in
the private sector to provide
subsidised care for kidney pa-
tients,” Lim said at the machine
handing over ceremony at the
MPPP premises in Balik Pulau
on Feb 3.

Also present were B Bruan
Supply Chain Asia Pacific sen-

Lim (fourth from left) coming together for a group photograph with Yennie Lim (third from right)
and other invited guests at the equipment handing over ceremony at the dialysis centre in Balik
Pulau.

ior vice-president Yenni Lim,
its chief operating officer Ly-
nette Lim and Balik Pulau MP
Mohd Yusmadi Mohd Yusoff.
Lim added that the machines

have a capacity to treat 30 pa-
tients a day.

“The rate per session that
patients will be charged is
RM30, following a federal

subsidy of RM50 and a state
subsidy of RM30.

“This rate compares well
with what is being charged in
the private sector, where pa-

BACKGROUND

tients could pay anything from
RM150-200 per session,” he
said.

The Penang Government
would like to establish state-run
dialysis centres in every dis-
trict, but this would take time.

“Even this initiative took
five years to start off because
of the procedures that are in-
volved, but persistence by the
state government and its private
sector partner led to the start
here in Balik Pulau,” he said,
adding that if the Pakatan
Raakyat is returned to power in
the coming General Election,
the state will replicate this ini-
tiative in every district.

“I must emphasis that in the
matter of healthcare, preven-
tion is better than cure.

“Therefore, our people
would be better advised to
watch their intake of sugar and
thus avoid rampant diabetes,”
Lim added.

Going to court over third vote

THE Penang state government
has no choice but to take the Fed-
eral government and the Election
Commission (EC) to Federal
Court to compel the restoration of
the third vote and local govern-
ment elections in the Pennag Is-
land Municipal Council(MPPP)
and Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP).

“Restoring the “third vote™ has
long been a fundamental demand
and commitment of the Penang
State Government since its elec-
tion in 2008,” said Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng in a statement.

The State Government takes
the position that local government
elections are a State matter under
the Ninth Schedule of the Federal
Constitution, and that the State
Legislature has jurisdiction to
provide for the holding of local
elections under the Ninth Sched-
ule and Article 113(4) of the
Federal Constitution.

In May 2012, the Penang State
Legislative Assembly passed the
Local Government Elections
(Penang Island and Province
Wellesley) Enactment 2012,
which provides for the Election

Commission to conduct local
government elections in Penang.

The State Government had
informed the EC that the Enact-
ment would come into force in
Penang by 31 Jan, 2013.

“However, thus far, we have
failed to obtain any commitment
from the EC to conduct the elec-
tions to the MPPP and MPSP in
accordance with the Enactment,”
Lim added.

In line with its commitment to
restore the third vote, the State
Government has now instructed
its lawyers to apply to the Fed-
eral Court for leave to seek dec-
larations that Section 15 of the
Local Government Act 1976
(federal law enacted by Parlia-
ment), which pur- |
ported to abolish |
local government
elections through-
out Malaysia, is
invalid or inopera-
tive in Penang, and
that the 2012 En-

Election Commission to conduct
local government elections in
Penang.

The State Government will be
joined in this suit by P. Ram-
akrishnan, a Malaysian citizen, a
registered voter who has voted in
both state and federal election
since 1964 and a former president
of Aliran.

The State Government has in-
structed that the necessary appli-
cation be filed within the next two
weeks.

The Penang State Government
will together with Ramakrishnan
be the two plaintiffs in this his-
toric suit against the Federal
government and the EC at the
Federal Court.
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e July 14,2009 - Chow Kon Yeow, the exco for Local
Government and Traffic Management, writes to the
Federal Government to ask for local government elec-
tions to be put on the agenda of the National Council of
Local Government, but this request was rejected.

* Aug 11, 2009 - The State Legislative Assembly
passes a resolution calling upon the Federal authorities
to take action to reinstate local government elections,
but this resolution is again rejected.

* Match4,2010 - The Penang State Government writes
to the EC asking it to conduct local government elections
to the MPPP and MPSP under the Local Government
Elections Act 1960, but the EC refuses.

e Jan 18,2012 - The State Government exempts both
the MPPP and the MPSP from Section 15 of the Local
Government Act 1976, which had rendered inoperative
all legal provisions relating to local government elec-
tions.

e May 9, 2012 - The State Legislative Assembly
passes the Local Government Elections (Penang Island
and Province Wellesley) Enactment 2012, providing for
the EC to hold local government elections.

e Dec 18, 2012 - The State Government writes to the
EC informing it that the Enactment would be enforced
as from Jan 31, 2013.

| Afile picture of the campaign to return the third vote to the

actment passed by
the Penang State
Legislature validly
provides for the

people. In the photo are (from left) political secretary to the
Chief Minister Ng Wei Aik and Penang Municipal Council
councillors in front of the Penang Legislative Building at
Lebuh Light.
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Jade Emperor’s birthday
celebrated with much aplomb

Story and pix by Danny Ooi

A DOWNPOUR failed to dampen
the spirits of thousands of devotees
who flocked to the 108-year-old
Thnee Kong Tnua temple in Air
Itam for the Jade Emperor God’s
birthday celebrations on the night
of Feb 10 - the first day of the Chi-
nese New Year.

Joining them was Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, his wife Betty
Chew, assemblymembers Wong
Hon Wai, Ng Wei Aik, Penang Chi-
nese Town Hall (PCTH ) chairman
Datuk Lam Wu Chong and other
PCTH members.

The temple, located at the foot of
Penang Hill, was a hive of activities, with
devotees, particularly those from the
Hokkien community, presenting various
offerings to the deity.

Lim and his wife and the entourage for
the celebrations offered their prayers to
the deity at the main altar at around
10.30pm.

Finance officer Joan Koay, 25, from
Bayan Baru, said she came to pray for
peace and well-being.

Devotees offering their prayers at the temple
(above and right).

“I come here with my family every
year to celebrate the Jade Emperor’s
birthday,” said Koay, adding that her
family has been going to the temple for
the last 10 years.

The Jade Emperor’s birthday is cele-
brated by the Chinese community, par-
ticularly the Hokkiens, on the ninth day
of the Lunar New Year.

According to legend, the Hokkiens
escaped a persecution in ancient China
by seeking refuge in a sugarcane planta-
tion on Chinese New Year for nine con-

secutive days.

On the Jade Emperor’s birthday, they
came out unscathed and believed that
they were protected by the deity.

In his speech Lim said the celebration
for the Jade Emperor has been a yearly
affair for the Chinese community in

Free gifts
for road users

Story by Evelyn Joseph

THE Penang Road Safety
Council on Feb 6 launched a
Road Safety Campaign at the
Rapid Penang Bus Terminal,
Pangkalan Raja Tun Uda, in
an effort to reduce road ac-
cidents in the state.

This campaign was
launched in conjunction with
the Chinese New Year festive

Muhammad Yusoff (second from left) breaking the old helmets

Penang for more than 20 years.
“Penang has been a principal avenue
for the celebration, which lasts for eight
days,” he added.
Lim thanked the organising committee
and all related organisations for the suc-
cess of the celebrations held yearly.

Aid for Palestinians

Penang State
Secretary
Datuk Farizan
Darus
delivering his
speech at the
event.

season by Penang Deputy
State Secretary, Datuk Mu-
hammad Yusoff Wazir.

A total of 60 adult and 10
children’s helmets were dis-
tributed to motorcyclists
along with 200 safety vests
and 300 “Visibility Enhance-
ment Material” (VEM) stick-
ers and 20 more VEM stick-
ers for public transport.

In addition, 300 road safe-
ty leaflets, 300 goodies bags

with a hammer.

and 15 hampers were also
distributed to road users.
The campaign focused on
motorcyclists by exchanging
their damaged and non- ap-
proved SIRIM standard hel-
mets with the new ones.
“According to the council,
369 motorcyclists were killed
in road accident in 2011, and
by 2012 it had increase by

about 3.4 percent with a total
of 383. This is a serious mat-
ter that everyone must look
into.” said Muhammad Yu-
soff.

“The State government
will continue to support the
initiatives to reduce the rate
of road accidents for all road
users including pedestrians,”
he added.

Story by Albert Benedict Manikam

PENANG Chief Minister,Lim Guan Eng presented a mock
cheque for RM203,092 to the Palestine representatives in
Penang, Hamadi Abu Hassan and Budiyanto at Komtar.

Lim said the state government and the people of Penang
are greatly concerned for the welfare of the Palestinians.

“The Palestinians should be able to live in peace and har-
mony and not in pain and misery,” Lim said.

Contributions were collected from civil servants and the
people.

The collection amounted to RM103.092, with the state
government topping up the rest.
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1,800 affordable houses

open for registration

Story by Danny Ooi

FROM Feb 7, eligible buyers can sign up for 1,840
affordable houses in Jalan S.P. Chelliah in George
Town and Bandar Cassia in Batu Kawan.

They comprise 1,320 units in Jalan S.P. Chelliah
and 520 in Bandar Cassia.

“These units are part of the state’s RM500 million
affordable housing programme that would see a total
of 19,172 units being built,” said Chief Minister Lim

|
Loh: Penang State Government is caring.

Guan Eng when he launched the registration at
Komtar on Feb 6.

“In Jalan S.P. Chelliah, 550 medium-cost units
with built-up areas of 800 sq ft, 900 sq ft and 1,000
sq ft will be priced at between RM200,000 and
RM400,000 each while the 770 low- medium cost
(LMC) units will have a ceiling price of RM72,500.”

Lim said as for the Bandar Cassia units, other than
the 520 LMC and medium-cost units, another 11,280
units are planned and will be built over a 10-15 year
period.

“The prices of the units are in compliance with
the guidelines set by the Federal Government.”

He said the Batu Kawan project will be designed
by Surbana International Consultants, the firm re-
sponsible for the world-famous Singapore HDB
homes.

Lim added that the affordable housing programme
will cover all five districts on the island.

Other locations for the programme are Teluk
Kumbar, Ampang Jajar, Kampung Jawa and Bukit
Mertajam.

Anyone with a basic household income not ex-
ceeding RM3,500 monthly is eligible to apply for
the LMC units while those with income exceeding
RM3,501 are eligible to apply for the medium-cost
apartments.

Meanwhile, self-employed Loh Ban Lee, 55, told
Buletin Mutiara that it is very caring of the Penang
State Government to launch the housing scheme for
Penang residents.

“The low medium cost apartment is cheap and
affordable,” he added.

Another applicant, K. Annaletchumi, 32, a super-
visor at Kamdar said she intends to apply for me-
dium cost apartment of RM72,500 because her sal-
ary is less than RM3,000.

/

Annaletchumi: Hopes to have her own house.

“I feel happy with the State Government, and
hope to own a house of my own,” she added.

Loh and Annaletchumi are among the crowd

who turned up to register for the affordable
houses during the launch.

Those interested can obtain the forms at Komtar
Concourse, MPSP Office at Bandar Perda and PDC
Office, Bayan Baru until March 7 from 9am to Spm
daily including public holidays.

PWDC website launched

Story and pix by Evelyn Joseph

THE Penang Women Development Corporation (PWDC)
launched its website on Feb 5 at Level 47, Komtar, Penang.

PWDC is a state-funded organisation set up with a vision
towards empowering women in all sectors in order to achieve
gender and social justice.

This agency was founded in November 2011 and started
operating in January 2012.

Its chairperson, Lydia Ong Kok Fooi, said she is always
concerned about women’s development.

As a progressive government agency, PWDC is now mov-
ing further by creating its own website to ensure the partici-
pation of women is comprehensive and inclusive.

“This is important so that no woman is left behind or
misses an opportunity on grounds that they have no access
to the Internet.” said Ong.

For further information log on to www.pwdc.org.my.

Ong (third from right) and PWDC staff celebrate the launching of the website.
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Penang to host
major weightlifting event

I| _ Story and pix by Evelyn Joseph

MALAYSIA has been given the honour to host the 2013 Common-
wealth Weightlifting Championships in Penang from Nov 24 to 30.

The event is divided into the senior category (aged 21 to 90), jun-
ior (17-21) and youths (between 13-17).

“For the first time in the history of weightlifting, Malaysia will
also play host to The Master World Cup Championships at the same
time.” said Ong Poh Eng, president of the Malaysian Weightlifting
Federation while making the announcement about the weightlifting
championships.

The Master event is for lifters between the ages of 35 to 90 who
will be lifting alongside the younger participants.

Paul Coffa, secretary-general of the Commonwealth Weightlifting
Federation and Oceania Weightlifitng Federation, visited Penang to
check the event venue and expresses his confidence that Penang will
deliver the best championships in the history of the Commonwealth.

Exco member for Youth, Sports, Women, Family and Community
Development Lydia Ong Kok Fooi, who attended the press conference,
said: “Both the 2013 Commonwealth Weightlifting Championships
for the senior, junior and youth and the Master World Cup Champion-
ships will attract participants from more than 80 countries.”

(From left) Coffa, Lydia and Poh Eng at the press conference announcing the event.

Moving Penang into a big data era

Bodybuilder Tan does Malaysia proud

PENANG is proud that woman body-
builder Lilian Tan won a gold medal at the
World Body Building & Physique Sports
Federation (WBPF) event for the first time
in the history L
of Malaysia.
Tan, 41,
who is still
single, had to
overcome
many chal-
lenges to fi-
nally win at

I decided to use a free pass to the gym as
the pool was being renovated.” said Tan.

“I started to do some heavy exercises
and began my career as a bodybuilder” she
added.

“It is sur-
prising to
know that al-
though there
is little en-
courage-
ments for
them, there

the World are still win-
Champion- ners from
ships 1in Malaysia,”
Bangkok last said Ong Poh
December. Eng, presi-
Before dent of the
this event, Malaysian
she had taken Weightlifting
part in the 2 B, Federation.
San Diego . . : — To mark
Natural Tan posmg_proudly W|_th the gold medal won at the World her achieve-
. Body Building & Physique Sports Federation (WBPF)
Bodybuild- championships. ment, the
ing Competi- State allocat-

tion 2001 Open Category and emerged
second.

In 2004, Tan won the Miss USA Overall
Natural Bodybuilding and Fitness Compe-
tition.

“I was a competitive swimmer in school
and continued swimming when I furthered
my studies in California. It was there that

ed RM5,000 to Tan and hoped she would
succeed in more bodybuilding competitions
in the future.

Exco member for Youth, Sports, Women,
Family and Community Development
Lydia Ong Kok Fooi hoped that one day
Malaysia will accept this sport for women
to show their talent to the world.

WITH support of all R

government agencies
and telecommunica-
tions operators, “we
are confident of mov-
ing Penang into a
‘big data era’,” PDC
Telecommunication
Services Sdn Bhd
chairman Jeff Ooi
told the crowd pre-
sent at the company’s
first annual apprecia-
tion dinner 2012 on
Feb 8.

The dinner was
attended by some
500 guests compris-
ing staff from gov-
ernment agencies, the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP), Penang
Development Corporation, telecom-
munication operators Maxis, Digi,
Time Telekom and contractors.

Ooi said PDC Telecommunica-
tion has for nine months from March
to December 2012 approved all the
147 applications for the 147 telco
jobs by operators.

“This is a good record by the
department,” he added.

On another matter, Ooi said the
42-day benchmark by MPPP is to
“work and fight” together with all
contracted operators.

=" L
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(From left) Sri Tanjung Bina Sdn Bhd’s managing
director Ong Kim Kang, MPPP’s Engineering
director Ir. Addnan Mohd Razali and Timedot.
Com Bhd’s project director R. Loganathan
posing with their awards.

He later gave away performance
awards for Best Employee, Best
Contractor, Best Government Agen-
cy and Best Telco Operator.

MPPP director of engineering Ir.
Addnan Mohd Razali won the Best
Employee Award.

The Best Contractor Award went
to Sri Tanjong Bina Sdn Bhd, while
MPPP took home the Best Govern-
ment Agency title. Timedot. Com
Bhd was awarded the Best Telco
Operator title.

Three lucky guests took home
attractive prizes of a 327, 40” and
46” Samsung LED TV.
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Glimmer of hope for stateless persons

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

HEARTWRENCHING is prob-
ably the right word to describe
the Duduk & Bantah peaceful
protest because elderly folks and
children came with hopes of get-
ting their blue identity card (I.C.)
and hence, lift them out of their
stateless limbo.

These are the people referred
as “stateless person” as they do
not possess blue IC that say they
are citizens of Malaysia.

Take for example, M. Dhi-
yages, 14, from Sungai Bakap
who has no birth certificate or IC.

He is sad that he is not entitled
to any of the perks enjoyed by
other children like getting text-
book loan or any welfare help.

“My ambition is to be a soft-
ware engineer
when I grow
up. I obtained
2As and 3 Bs
in my UPSR.
But....I have
no birth cert.
The teacher
asked me if I
am an ‘anak |
tepi jalan’ be-
cause of my

stuck with a “four red-dots” blue
IC which make her ineligible for
any welfare programmes.

“I cannot even open a bank
account!,” she exclaimed.

Born in Perak and residing in
Bayan Baru for the last 18 years,
Letchumy, despite her age, is
aware of current affairs.

“Apa pasal tak kasi saya? Apa
pasal Bangla dapat? Indonesia
dapat? Myanmar dapat? Filipina
dapat? Apa pasal saya orang
Malaysia tak boleh dapat?” she
asked in fluent Malay. (“Why
can’t I get it? Why can a Bang-
ladeshi, Indonesian, Mynamar or
Filipino get it?)

She was obviously question-
ing why foreigners have report-
edly obtained blue ICs while she
has been denied one.

What frustrated her even more
was when the
National Reg-
istration De-
partment
(NRD) asked
her to produce
her parents.

“Sudah
mati, macam
mana mau
bawa? (They
are dead. How

status,” Dhi- can I produce
yages told Bu- them?)”
letin Mutiara. Letchumy
Mean - ; threw her
while, P. An elderly woman with a blue htands in the
Letchumy ¢ pyt with four red dots holds air and re-
who is 70, is a placards that says: ‘We are signed herself
frustrated that citizens of Malaysia. We want to the situa-
despite her bluelC’ tion.
three attempts However,

to obtain a blue IC, she is still

assemblymember for Pantai Jer-

Sim who organised the ‘Duduk dan Bantah’ peaceful protest
led a group of children and elderly women to the National
Registration Department (NRD). He sits with them on the
floor of the NRD office while waiting for the applications to be
processed.

1-..

These group of women with red ICs walked from Jalan Larut to the NRD office in Jalan Anson to
demand that they are issued blue ICs.

jak Sim Tze Tzin along with
several other assemblymembers
are now offering these stateless
persons some hope.

He led a group of about 50
stateless persons to the NRD at
Jalan Anson on Jan 31 and helped
them to submiit their applications.

Contrary to general percep-
tion, the stateless person dilem-
ma is not confined to only one
race, generally believed to be
stateless Indians.

There are Chinese, even Ma-
lay stateless persons too.

Tan Boon Hoay 31, a mother
of three, was adopted by a nun
when she was a baby.

However, her adoptive moth-
er did not get the proper papers
done and she was left with a
green IC.

The NRD wanted her to pro-
duce her parents and the midwife
who delivered her.

“How to bring my parents
when they had given me away at
birth? And where do I find the
midwife?” Tan asked.

With a green IC, she cannot
apply for a passport and there-

a
(L

A group of stateless persons who possess red ICs were busy

filling in the registration for blue ICs on the floor of the NRD

office in Jalan Anson.

fore, unable to travel with her
family.

She only obtained the green
IC when she was 18 years old and
even now, she has to travel to
Kuala Lumpur to get her green
IC renewed every two years.

“There are people who tried
to cheat by promising a blue IC
if we can pay them a sum of
money. I heard from the assem-
blymember of Air Itam, Wong
Hon Wali, that the Penang state

government is helping people to
get blue IC so that’s why I am
here today,” Tan told Buletin
Mutiara.

Recognising and concerned
by the problems faced by state-
less persons, the Penang state
government had appointed five
officers, one for each district in
Penang, to help with the Stateless
Person Program.

These officers are located as
follows:

No. Name District Office

1.  En. Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, Tingkat 3,
010-377 2696/04-650 5556 KOMTAR

2. En. Abdul Rahim Bin Mohamed Nor Barat Daya Kompleks Pasar Awam MPPP Balik Pulau

016-482 3549

3. Ketenasamy @ Krishnasamy
012-4881553

Seberang Perai Utara

To be advised

4.  Subramaniam A/L Arumugam
016-592 8779

Seberang Perai Tengah

Bangunan Majlis Perbandaran Sebeang Perai

5. Gunalan A/L Rengasamy
017-478 0326

Seberang Perai Selatan

Dewan Serbaguna Sungai Bakap
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PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PENANTI
YB Dato’ Mansor Othman
mansor@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 522 1463
F) 04 - 522 1463

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy a/I

T 04-6505
Polonlsomy F) 04 - 261 8
ramasamy@penang.gov.my
PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 021
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 228 851

BATU MAUN
YB Dato’ Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

T) 04-3317175
F) 04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kian
lawhengkiahg@péenang.gov.m

T) 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(1) 04262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.m

m 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Sim Tze Tzin
simfzetzin@penang.gov.m

{T)) 019 - 443 2088
F) 04 - 641 3088

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Dato’ Tan Hock Leong
hlitan@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 552 1366
F) 04 - 552 1366

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Tan Beng Huat
tanbenghuat2000@yahoo.com

YB Teh Yee Cheu . T) 017 - 472 9990
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com F) 04-2288514
JAWI

T)04 - 598 1877
F)04 - 598 1877

PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Keng Ee A
dappengkalankota@gmail.com

(T)04 - 250 1521
04 - 2501522
(F)04 - 2501523

BAGAN DALAM

YB Tonosehoron a/l Autheraphy T 04-53811
atana@first.net.my F) 04-537 11
KEBUN BUNGA

YB Ong Khan Lee T) 04 - 818 2008
jason_okl@yahoo.com F) 04 - 818 2008

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

m 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Ng Wei Aik
ngweiaik@penang.gov.my; nweiaik@

gmail.com

m 04 -227 021
04 - 227 821

PADANG LALANG
YB Tan Cheong Heng
michael@dappenang.com.my

T) 04 - 502 5071
F)04 - 508 9711

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

{T)) 04 -229 2105
F) 04 - 226 2550

PULAU TIKUS
YB Koay Teng Hai
koaytenghar@gmail.com

{T)) 04 - 226 3227
F) 04 - 226 3227

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Dato’ Hj. Salleh Man
odunpfqpasw@qmoll com

m 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB On? Chin Wen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com

m 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Koid Teng Guan
tgkoid@gmail.com

T|010 - 464 3308
F) 04 -282 8322

BATU UBAN
YB Raveentharan a/l Subramaniam
dunbatuuban@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 6007
F) 04 - 658 6007

raveenkeadilan@gmail.com 04 - 2628188
SERI DELIMA
YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer a/l Rojaii T 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 5611

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

(T) 04 - 228 8482
04 - 227 1397

04 - 226 6482
(F) 04 - 228 8514

NAMA ADUN

PENAGA
YB Dato’ Haji Azhar lbrahim

No TeI/ No Faks

T) 04 - 3103100
F) 04 - 323 8017

BERTAM .
YB Hajah Zabariah Wahab

(T) 04 - 575 8670

PINANG TUNGGAL L
YB Dato’ Haji Roslan Saidin

PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Haiji Shabudin Yahya

T) 04 - 573 4630
F) 04 -570 1997

SUNGAI DUA
YB Dato’ Haji Jasmin Mohamed

(T) 04 - 575 7454

TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Dato’ Hjh. Jahara Hamid

m 04-351 3675

jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389
SEBERANG JAYA (T) 04-3980185
YB Datuk Arif Shah Haji Omar Shah

arif@arifshah.com

SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Dato’ Mahmud Zakaria [T 04-593 3100
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my 04 - 593 9529

BAYAN LEPAS

YB Syed Amerruddin Dato' Syed
hmad

PENAGA .

HJ Rosidi Bin Hussain
glbertami@yahoo.com
019-4704 800

T) 04 - 575 6577
F) 04 - 5758578

BERTAM
Asrol Sani Bin Abdul Razak
asrolsani2006@gmail.com

(T) 013 - 580 6981

PINANG TUNGGAL
Muhasdey Muhamad
hadiputra78@yahoo.com

(T) 019-437 2887

PERMATANG BERANGAN
Arshad Bin Md Salleh
arshad.salleh@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 510 2633

SUNGAI DUA
Zahadi Mohd
zahadi55@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 507 3828

TELOK AIR TAWAR

Salehin Mohamed (T) 017- 427 1581
pid_403@ymail.com

SEBERANG JAYA (T) 04-3905109
Abdul Jalil Che Ros 013 - 489 3227
abjteguh@gmail.com (F) 04 -538 1460

SUNGAI ACHEH
Hj Mohd Kamil Bin Abu Bakar

PULAU BETONG

YB Sr. Haji Muhamad Farid Saad

hiwanday@yahoo.com

[T 012-4735774

04 - 5827648

BAYAN LEPAS
Asnah Binti Hashim

(T) 019 - 472 6956

TELUK BAHANG

YB Dato’ Seri Dr. Haji Hilmi Hj Yahya

T) 04-8661760
F) 04-8661821

asnah_45@streamyx.com 04 - 6588152
PULAU BETONG

Hj Mohd Tuah Bin Ismail [T 019 - 570 9500
tuahismail@yahoo.com 04-8668618

TELUK BAHANG
Halil Sabri Hamid
halilsabri.hamid@gmail.com

(T) 016-400 6462

BULETIN MUTIARA

Tingkat 47, Komtar,

10503 Penang

Phone : 04-650 5468
Fax : 04-261 5923
Email: suaracat@gmail.com
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. THEPAKATAN RAKYAT STATE GOVERNMENT AFFORDABLE
=== HOUSING SCHEME FUND IS RM500 MILLION - THE LARGEST IN

&% THE STATE'S HISTORY WITH CONSTRUCTION OF 19,172 UNITS.
Do not believe rumours that all units under the Affordable

"}iwr"

Ilousmg sl:neme are nrlcell at nmaon 000

Jalan S.P. Chelliah, George Town - 1,320 units.

Bandar Cassia, Batu Kawan, Seberang Perai Tengah -

12,000 units

Total No. (Unit Unit area Cost per unit . Unit area Cost per unit
( ) (sq ft) (£M) Total No of Units (sq ft) (RM)

*770 700 72,500
4,800 (40%) 800 72,500

303 800 200,000
4,200 (35%) 900 168,000

165 900 300,000
82 1,000 400,000 3,000 (25%) 1,000 220,000

* 320 units for purchase by Bumiputeras only.

Facts :

(Source: Penang Development Corporation, PDC).

* Built via Penang Development Corporation (PDC) according to same model as Federal Government which is building
the units through its agency, , Syarikat Perumahan Awam Negara (SPAN).

* PDC maintaining ceiling price set by the Prime Minister in Budget 2013 through PR1MA, that is RM72,500 to
RM400,000 in urban areas and RM72,500 hingga RM220,000 in rural areas. If the ceiling price of RM400,000 is wrong,

then the Prime Minister is also wrong.

Registration for the Affordable Housing

Scheme has crossed 10,000.

3 counters are open till March 7, 2013 at:

* 3rd Floor, Lobby, Komtar.

e MPSP headquarters, Bandar Perda.
e PDC office, Bayan Baru.

from 9am-5pm.

THE response on

Affordable Housing Scheme.

.‘ i % .I”_'.' S
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the first day reglstratlon for the units under the




Finally, a market for Batu Ferlngghl

FOLKS living in Batu Feringghi can now look for-
ward to a modern market with a hawker complex.

The Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP)
has called for tenders for the building of the market
with a 24-lot hawker complex.

Members of the media made a site visit with exco =&
member Chow Kon Yeow, assemblymember for W
Tanjung Bungah Teh Yee Cheu, MPPP secretary Ang
Aing Thye, appointed architect, Arkitek Hafadz Sdn.
Bhd. and Village Security and Development Com-
mittee (JKKK) members.

“We expect works to commence after the success-
ful bidder is awarded the open tender around March.
The project is expect to complete in a year’s time,”
Chow said in a press conference.

Teh has worked tirelessly to get the market for
the people living in Batu Feringghi because cur-
rently there is no such facility for the people there.

“I am glad we finally have this site measuring
5,200 sq. ft for the project. Eighty-five parking lots
will be provided. People who come to have their
meals at the hawker complex can also enjoy the view
of Sungai Emas,” Teh said.

Penang celebrates Chap Goh Meh
in pomp and splendour

Story by Albert Benedict Manikam
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

A

(From Ieft) Ang, Chow, an architect from Arkitek Hafadz Sdn Bhd and Teh looking at an artist’s impression of
the market and hawker complex.

IT was a night of pomp and splendour
as thousands gathered at the Espla-
nade to mark Chap Goh Meh which
is celebrated on the 15th night of the
Lunar New Year.

Chap Goh Meh, also known as the
Chinese Valentine’s Dayi, this year fell
on Feb 24.

On this night, with the full moon
shining down, young ladies of marry-
ing age venture out to popular sea
promenades to throw oranges into the
sea, wishing for a good soul mate.

In Penang, hundreds of ladies
threw oranges into the sea especially
at the Esplanade and at Gurney Drive.

The Penang State Government had
an open house from 7pm to 10.30pm
where a wide variety of delicious
Penang cuisine was served. There was
plenty of food and the people had
much to eat.

Young ladies lining up along the Esplanade, tossing tangerines into the sea.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who arrived at 7.15pm, was welcomed
by a Lion Dance and a Chingay per-
formance.

Then the “Tangerine Tossing Cer-
emony” took place which was fol-
lowed by the Chief Minister’s
speech.

After that, students from Penang

Chinese Girls’ Private High School
performed the “fan dance”. This was
followed by Malay cultural dance,
Indian dance by Temple of Fine Arts,
Tibetan dance, Chinese traditional
dance by Phor Tay Private High
School and a dance by students of
SJK(C) Convent Datuk Keramat.

In the meantime, performances

were taking place at Stage B which
was dominated by cultural and tradi-
tional events.

However, there were two highlights
at Stage B. One was when the audi-
ence was entertained by a dance group
from Singapore and the other was the
Best Nyonya Kebaya Contest.

At the Main Stage, the people

were entertained to a melody of
songs by a group of Astro artistes
which was followed by Bamboo
dance, Dragon dance and 24 Drums
performance by USM students.

The Chap Goh Meh celebrations
ended with a fabulous display of
fireworks and a Lion Dance on Stilts
show.
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No brlbes, cables requlred

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng paid a
visit to the Kompleks Sri Aman market
on Jan 29 to officiate the opening of the
Kompleks Sri Aman market in Relau.

In a very earnest and truthful speech, he
highlighted several points about the project.

The morning market crowd, who
were there for their marketing and
breakfast, cheered and clapped at the
bold statements Lim made. Lim asked
managing director Chan Fock Seng of
M/s Chong Co Sdn Bhd, who developed
the project: “Did you have to bribe
anyone in my government to get ap-
provals for the project? Did you have
to pull cables to get me to officiate this
market today? Do you have to use lob-
byists? The answer is No!”

He continued: “We are a government
which is responsible - not only to approve
projects, but also to make sure that no one
is left behind in development. That is why
we insist that developers provide low-cost
and low-medium cost housing. You can
make money but please also help us take
care of those who haven’t got a roof over
their heads, the first-time buyers.”

Lim was happy to see a visible and
thriving example of a People-Private-
Partnership whereby, due to a generous

(From left) Datuk Jerry Chan (chairman of REHDA), Fock Seng, Lim and
exco member for Local Council and Traffic Management Chow Kon Yeow
officiating the opening ceremony of Kompleks Sri Aman in Relau.

gesture by M/s Chong Co Sdn. Bhd.

The company constructed a market for
the good and benefit of all the residents
in Relau and beyond, for Bukit Jambul,
Sungai Ara and elsewhere.

He praised the company further and
said: “This catchment of 100,000 people
staying in various localities will benefit
from a market on a two-acre land area,
built-up of 33,000 sq. ft., more than 100

carparks with OKU bays. They could
have earlier put up a block of exclusive
apartments and reap good profits but they
decided to forego profits and instead
think of the community here.”

This market building alone cost
RMS5.5 million which does not include
the cost of the land.

Itincorporates a green design with low
carbon footprint and has a high ceiling

Banquet hall, sports facﬂltles for Seberang Jaya

SEBERANG Jaya is getting a banquet hall, sports
and meeting facilities, touted to be the biggest in
the area, at Bandar Seberang Jaya (BSJ).

The project was launched by on Feb 15 by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng together with *
Deputy Chief Ministers Datuk Mansor Othman
and Prof Dr P. Ramasamy. Also in attendance
were Penang Development Corporation (PDC)
general manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar, Penang State
Exco member Lim Hock Seng, Penang State
Secretary Datuk Farizan Darus and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) chief Maimu-

nah Shariff.

Together with the sports and meeting facilities, |
plus the adjacent Tunku Linear Park, the entire
project enclave will be the biggest integrated
socio-civic and recreational centre for the people

of Seberang Jaya.

2014.

Artist’s impression of the proposed banquet hall and
sports facilities which is expected to be ready by July

for good natural lighting and ventilation.

Lim lauded the CSR initiative by
Fock Seng, his brothers and directors
for assisting the PR Government in the
state.

“Not only we provide money for the
poor, the schooling, those with special
needs, those who welcome a new-born,
those who lost a loved-one, but also for
those like all of you here; working, stay-
ing, studying. So that together we can
build a better, healthier, safer, wealthier
Malaysia - one that is corruption-free and
look after the welfare of the people. Our
actions match our words. Not slogans,
but service,” Lim said.

The Kompleks Sri Aman market is
user friendly, with 100 car-park lots, 135
motorcycle parks, toilets, loading bays,
proper sanitation and ventilation.

There are 143 market stalls and 37
hawker stalls for dry and wet goods.

Lim concluded his speech by encour-
aging other developers to emulate the
good example of the developer to build
good, plan well and not to forget to do
good deeds.

He said: “They have a 50-year track
record of building quality homes and
buildings. This CSR project is no less a
great accomplishment on their part,
something to be very proud of, which
money cannot buy.”

rently provided by hotels.

“PDC is expected to fund about RM9.6million,
inclusive of upgrading of parking in front of the
swimming complex, and to be developed over a 15-
year period. The facilities of the PDC-BSJ Com-
munity Project is expected to be completed in July
2014,” Rosli said.

The development of Seberang Jaya by PDC is
almost completed - with various types of residential
houses for all strata of society, supported with full
amenities and commercial centres, a hospital, public
library, houses of worship of various religions, gov-
ernment institutions, linear park and recreation and
sports centre.

Lim in his speech was pleased to note that this
new addition of a modern banquet hall and sports

arena, Bandar Seberang Jaya will truly be a place to
work, live and play.

“This community project is part and parcel of PDC’s
corporate social responsibility of giving back to the
community, by way of development of good facilities
on the mainland, especially in PDC’s satellite township
of Bandar Seberang Jaya,” Rosli said.

The project will include a 13,040 sq metre banquet
hall and sports arena as well as 7,300 sq metres of on-
grid carpark.

The banquet hall and sport arena will comprise an
air-conditioned banquet hall with a capacity for 100
tables (1,000 people), outdoor dining up to 30 tables,

office and stage rooms, meeting rooms and AV room,
indoor hall with stage, futsal/badminton and basketball
courts.

“With the view to cater for good traffic management
and control, a total of 560 on-grid carparks, 187 mo-
torcycles lots and 12 bus lay-byes will also be pro-
vided,” Rosli added.

Some of potential events that can be held include
IT fairs, furniture fairs, property fairs, consumer goods
expo and wedding functions, thus complementing the
MICE facilities in Bandar Seberang Jaya, that are cur-

He said: “The PDC- BSJ Community Project for the
people will complement the many social civic ameni-
ties, provided by the State Government in the area
namely the adjacent Tunku Linear Park under the
management of the MPSP and the Sony Sports Com-
plex. In this context, I am pleased to note that the two
key agencies of the State Government ie PDC and
MPSP will work closely as community partners in this
project, creating synergy and using the strengths of each
agency to provide more community based facilities for
the people.”
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Large crowd of people throng the Snake Temple to join in the Ban Ka Lan Snake Festival.

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

IN all its 193-year history, the Penang
Snake Temple, or locally known as Ban
Ka Lan, had not seen a day like this
when it recently held a huge festival
for Chinese New Year.

Organising chairman Tan Lye Hock
told the large crowd that the idea to hold
a snake festival was mooted by exco
member for tourism Law Heng Kiang.

“We are doing this grand celebration

not only for ourselves but for charity.
We are raising funds for Mt. Miriam
Hospital where proceeds from the food
stalls will go to help cancer patients.
We hope the Penang State will con-
tinue to support us so that we can do
this annually from now on. This is the
first time in history that Ban Ka Lan
has had such a huge celebration,” Tan
said in his speech.

The rain did not deter the large crowd
who had gathered on Feb 15 to enjoy the

Iron man race on again

THE history of triathlon in Malaysia can
actually be traced back to Penang but
unfortunately due to a massive jellyfish
attack during the last triathlon 14 years
ago, it was abandoned.

Ever since that fateful day, the roman-
ticism of reviving the Penang Triathlon
has never ceased.

Numerous attempts to resurrect the
event failed because of the swimming
venue.

However, this race was revived when
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng mooted
the idea to a group of sporting enthusi-
asts.

Hence, the Pen-
ang International
Triathlon & Du-
athlon was born
again.

“The PgITD
protem commit-
tee took up the
challenge not
knowing the ob-
stacles ahead.
Initially, the Tel-

uk Bahang Dam was secured as the
swim site but due to an accidental
non-related incident at the dam, the
swim site is now shifted to the Teluk
Bahang coast. The site is a beautiful
protected bay and extensive preven-
tive jellyfish measures are deployed.
Among them are specially designed
jellyfish nets surrounding the swim
site and we have also deployed a fish-
ing boat to repeatedly trawl the site
running up to the event date,” the of-
ficial website says.

A duathlon was later incorporated

1*edition
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festivities.

Law told them
that since Pakatan
Rakyat took over,
the Ban Ka Lan has become the location
for filming by several production houses
from Hong Kong, Korea, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and other countries.

International magazines have also
mentioned the temple in their publica-
tions.

When Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
took the stage, he assured the temple
committee that the festival will not be
the last but the first of many to come.
He told them that they can look for-

into the event mainly to give athletes
who do not like to swim or who may
later aspire to swim a chance to partici-
pate.

The pent up demand for the Penang
International Tri & Duathlon is reflected
in the registration whereby all the 800
slots were fully subscribed within a few
hours for the triathlon and within a few
days for the duathlon.

The inaugural PgITD will be held on
the auspicious date of March 31, 2013
(31313).

For the duathlon, the first leg will be
a pleasant short 5.5 km run along a vil-
lage setting followed by a short and
brutal uphill before the bike ride.

31-3-13 TELUK BAHANG, PENANG

FENANGiInternationalTRIATHLON&DUATHLON 2013

Exco members Wong Hong Wai (left) and Law Heng
Kiang (second from left) with the Ban Ka Lan organising
committee members at the Snake Temple festival.

ward to even celebrating the 200-year
anniversary in a few years time.

“Penang is very proud of its snake
temple, the first one in Malaysia. It has
brought blessings and prosperity to
Penang. In fact, the location of this
temple is auspicious as along this road,
there are so many other types of
places of worship. Church, Hindu
temple, Buddhist temple and soon, a
Sikh temple too will be built here, not
far from a mosque,” Lim said.

Visitors were treated to some good
food, colourful cultural shows and the
daring ones got to pose with the snakes
as well.

The triathlon and duathlon will merge
for the 2nd leg.

It will be a challenging climb towards
Balik Pulau. The 40km route will lead
you through durian plantations and en-
chanting orchards with cascading water-
falls. The thick foliage on both sides of
the deserted road will offer some respite
to the heat. Towards Kampong Betong,
almost without fail, the villagers and
their kids will come out in full force to
cheer you on.

The final leg will be a 10km run, al-
most the same as the first leg but looping
twice.

For details, visit their official website
at http://penangtri.com/.

www.penangtri.com
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Tourist arrivals on the rise

Story by Albert Benedict Manikam
Pix by Mohd. Hafiz Tajudin J

THE state government has refuted a
recent report in a local daily that
claimed direct tourist arrivals to Penang
by air dropped in 2012 compared to
2011.

At a press conference in Komtar on
Feb 21, Danny Law Heng Kiang, ex-
ecutive councillor for tourism develop-
ment and culture, provided facts and
figures to show that more tourists had
come in 2012.

Also at the press conference were
China Southern Airlines management
staff led by the manager, Terry Deng.

“In 2011, China Southern Airlines
brought 36,228 passengers to Penang
but in 2012 the airline brought in 54,559
passengers,” Deng said.

In2011, 152,697 passengers came by

Law (third from left) with China Southern Airlines management staff led by Deng (second from left) at the press conference
in Komtar.

Most airlines showed an increase in
the number of passengers arriving in
Penang in 2012 compared to 2011.

It should be noted that since August
2012, the Immigration Department has

Indonesia Air Asia but in 2012, the
number had increased to 203,383.

Jet Airways brought 54,573 passen-
gers in 2011 but in 2012, it brought
65,950 passengers to Penang.

been recording arrivals based on nation-
ality instead of country of residence.

This has resulted in a change in
the way international travellers are
recorded.

Swimming

Penang charms the world

PENANG has once again
gained international rec-
ognition as the destina-
tion of choice.

The latest accolade
comes from Kiplinger a
Washington, D.C .-based
publisher of business
forecasts and personal
finance advice, available
in print, online, audio,
video and software prod-
ucts.

Penang is listed fourth
in the list of “Eight great
places to retire abroad”.

Penang has won the
hearts of many and the
website has chosen Pen-
ang because there is a
charm and bustle to
George Town, the state
capital.

“A Unesco World Her-
itage site, Malaysia’s
oldest city is known for
its rich history but also for its street food
and intriguing architecture. It’s popu-
lated mainly by ethnic Chinese, but
English is spoken, thanks to the country’s
historical tie to Britain,” quoted Kip-
linger.

Penang is the only city in Asia to make
the list.

For more information, visit http://
www.kiplinger.com/slideshow/retire-
ment/T059-S001-8-great-places-to-re-
tire-abroad-slide-show/index.html

The list of eight cities:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

. Medellin, Colombia
. Dubrovnik, Croatia
. Salinas, Ecuador

. Penang Malaysia
. Bilbao, Spain

. Coronado, Panama

. Galway, Ireland

. Tlaxcala, Mexico

centre reopens

Soon (right) together with Amir Abdullah, swimming centre
supervisor, watching a demonstration by a professional
rescuer at the main pool.

Story by Evelyn Joseph

SEBERANG Perai folk now have another avenue for recreation
with the recent re-opening of the Seberang Jaya Swimming.

Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) councillor Soon
Lip Chee urged all residents to apply for the annual passes to
enjoy a lower entry fee to the centre.

Children aged up to 12 can apply for annual passes of RM15
and the entrance charges will be RM1.50. Those aged between
13 years to 17 years can apply for annual passes for RM25 and
RM3 for the entrance charges.

Meanwhile, adults aged 18 years and above can apply for
annual passes for RM30 and with entrance charges of RM3.

“The upgrades and repairs to this public swimming centre
was supposed to be completed on Jan 15 but MPSP had to
postpone the re-opening of the centre due to an absence of two
full-time lifeguards to monitor the safety of the public.” said
Soon.



Penang Paradigm -
making Penang No. 1 in Malaysia

Speech by Chief Minister of Penang Lim Guan Eng at the Launch of the Penang Paradigm (2013-2023):

The Framework for creating an International and Intelligent State at Town Hall, George Town on Feb 23.

IAM very pleased to be here today
to launch the Penang Paradigm,
which is a framework put together
by the Penang Institute, under the
leadership of its Executive Direc-
tor, Professor Datuk Woo Wing
Thye, to develop Penang as an
international and intelligent state.
Or to put it simply to make Penang
No. 1 in Malaysia.

Allow me to start by putting on

record my appreciation for the
contributions of Professor Woo,
who is a world-renowned econo-
mist and a former special advisor
to the United States Treasury, the
United Nations and the Govern-
ment of China. Though Professor
Woo is unique in his talents, he is
at the same time merely one
among hundreds of thousands of
talented Penangites who were lost
to our country through “brain
drain” in previous decades, and
who are starting to return to serve
Penang since 2008, in a transfor-
mation of “brain drain” into “brain
gain”.
It is my long-held belief that
Penang’s most valuable export
over the past 50 years has not been
electronics or electrical goods, but
human capital — the talented sons
and daughters of Penang. And
what a tragic export business this
has been.

For decades the talented young
people of Penang have left because
of lack of educational opportuni-
ties, lack of economic opportuni-
ties, discrimination, corruption and
lack of social justice. Penang’s loss
has been other countries’ gain.
Penang has given other countries
their professors, doctors, engi-
neers, chief justices and cabinet
ministers. This state of affairs
cannot be allowed to continue.

Ladies and gentlemen

Our vision is for Penang once
again to be aregional hub that will
build, upgrade, attract and retain
international talent. Penang can
only do this by becoming an inter-
national and intelligent state —one
that educates and nurtures talent;
one that promotes and rewards

diligence, exper-
tise and entrepre-
neurship; one
that is liveable
by being clean,
green, safe and
healthy; and one
that practices in-
tegrity, justice
and people-cen-
tric governance.

Since 2008,
we have worked
with this vision
in mind, despite
the numerous
constraints that
we have faced.
We have intro-
duced open com-
petitive tenders
and compulsory
asset declara-
tions for EXCO
members to
weed out corrup-
tion and crony-
ism. We have
made State Gov-
ernment con-
tracts available
for the first time |
for public scru-
tiny. We have
legislated and
pushed for free-
dom of informa-
tion and local
government
elections despite
Federal obstruc-
tion and opposi-
tion.

By operating
aclean and com-
petent govern-
ment, we have
reversed a string
of deficits by re-
cording consecutive budget sur-
pluses year after year since 2008,
and have reduced the State debt by
95%. And these surpluses are put
to good use by:-

e giving cash aid to the poor,
senior citizens, the disabled, stu-
dents and for single mothers;

THE PENANG®
PARADIGM™

THE FRAMEWORK FOR
CREATING AN INTERNATIGNAL &
AND fNTELLIGE CITYs.
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e yearly allocations for Chi-
nese, Tamil, missionary and Is-
lamic religious schools;

e carrying out infrastructure
projects worth billions of ringgit
to reduce traffic congestion
throughout the state;

*  becoming the first state to
allocate a RM500 million Afford-
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able Housing Fund to build 19,172
units of the best quality that is
managed by HDB Singapore; and
*  becoming the first state to
wipe out poverty in Malaysia in
2013 by ensuring a minimum
household income of RM770 a
month for every family in Penang,
above the national Poverty Line

[
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Indicator (PLI) of RM763 a
month.

In order to build on Pen-
ang’s human capital, we
have set up learning and
training centres as well as an
educational hub in Balik
Pulau. We have provided
free WiFi in public places.
In the past five years, the arts
and cultural scene in Penang
has flourished with events
such as the George Town
Festival, and Penang has
gained international renown
for the revitalisation of our
world heritage city.

In order to improve
~ Penang’s liveability, we
have thought outside the
box by introducing free
park-and-ride and bus shut-
tle services; adopted green
measures by banning free
plastic bags, phasing out
polystyrene and by intro-
ducing a conservation sur-
charge to limit water wast-
age. We are also seeking to
take this thinking outside
the box forward by offering
Rapid Penang RM10 mil-
lion every year to provide
free bus services throughout
Penang during peak hours
which has not been taken up
by the federal government.

Ladies and gentlemen,

All that we have done in
the last five years we have
achieved in spite of the
constraints of Malaysia’s
over-centralised Federal
system, where the Federal
Government gets 94% of
Government revenues and
the States get only 6%, and
where crucial local matters
such as public transport —
buses, ferries —and the airport and
the Penang Port are all under
Federal Government control.

Over the past 50 years, Penang
has been badly neglected by the
Federal Government, which has
underinvested in Penang’s public
transport infrastructure and in her



The present stagnation of the Malaysian economy cannot be blamed on the
Global Financial Crisis that broke out in September 2008, and on the slow
recovery of the rich countries. Malaysia was already inside the middle-
income trap by 2007, and has now been there for the last decade and a half.

seaport and airport. Our airport
runway is still smaller than Lang-
kawi’s, and too short to allow for
the Airbus A380 to take off fully
loaded. The iconic Penang ferry
has simply been left to decline.

The Penang Port, which was
the largest port in Malaysia in the
1950s and 60s, has been reduced to
being a mere feeder port for Port
Klang and Tanjung Pelepas in Johor.
The Penang Channel has still not
been dredged to allow larger ships
to call at Penang, as was promised
in the 9th Malaysia Plan, and the
Penang Port Free Commercial Zone
in Butterworth is too small to allow
Penang to develop into a regional
logistics hub.

All this needs to change if
Penang is to reach its full potential
as one of the principal power-
houses of the Malaysian economy.
Despite being one of the smallest
States in Malaysia, with only 6%
of the national population, Penang
held the top spot for foreign direct
investment in Malaysia in 2010,
repeating this feat in 2011, with
foreign direct investment over the
two years amounting to 28% of
the national total. Penang contrib-
uted 25% of Malaysia’s exports,
and nearly two thirds of its medi-
cal tourism receipts.

The twin pillars of the Penang
economy — tourism and manufac-
turing, both require adequate in-
vestment in Penang’s hard and soft
infrastructure if Penang and Ma-
laysia are to flourish. For this
reason, we have recently an-
nounced plans to construct a Third
Link sea tunnel to improve the
connectivity between the Island
and the Mainland as well as other
road projects to improve traffic
flow in Penang Island and Se-
berang Perai. But more is needed

to improve the airport, port, hous-
ing and public transportation in-
frastructure in Penang.

The Penang State Government
has always been willing to cooper-
ate with the Federal Government
in order to get the best for Penang,
and as we know, what is good for
Penang is also good for Malaysia.
Unfortunately the Federal Gov-
ernment has not fulfilled their
promises to the state to jointly
develop the Greater Penang Mas-
terplan in 2011.

In order to facilitate this effort,
the Penang State Government
even shelved our own Penang
Blueprint 2011-2015, at the re-
quest of Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Department Dato’ Seri
Idris Jala, to make way for the
Greater Penang Masterplan. We
regret that despite participating in
the labs organised by Idris Jala and
completing the report more than a
year ago, nothing has been heard
of this since.

Ladies and gentlemen

The Penang Paradigm, which
the State Government has com-
missioned the Penang Institute to
prepare, is a framework for creat-
ing a balanced society: one that is
economically dynamic, one that is
liveable and sustainable, and one
that provides democratic empow-
erment and social justice for all. It
is a strategy for Penang’s develop-
ment over the next decade, who-
ever may be in government at the
Federal level after the next two
general elections.

Our strategic vision for Penang
is based on Penang’s greatest as-
set: its people. We believe that
Penang can only become the place
that Penangites deserve to live in
if we have a people-centric gov-
ernment that invests in people, that
educates and trains the people, that
frees the people to innovate and
engage in enterprise, and that
liberates the people from igno-
rance, poverty and disability so

that that they can be full partici-
pants in our economy and in our
democracy.

We do not seek to manufacture
economic growth through Gov-
ernment expenditure and spending
by GLCs because we believe that
the business of Government is to
stay out of business. Instead we
seek to turn Penang into a knowl-
edge economy that emphasises
science and technology and that
relies on life-long learning and
upskilling to generate human-
capital-led growth.

Our belief that success and
prosperity depends primarily on
the people rather than on Govern-
ment means recognising that in an
increasingly globalised world,
Penang must be able to fulfil a
threefold “choice”, that is, to be
the habitat of choice for residents,
the destination of choice for tour-
ists and the location of choice for
investors in setting up business.

Quality of life in Penang should

Penang state leaders, top civil servants, representatives of NGOs, developers, corporate
companies and other Penangites were at the launch.

Prof. Woo said: “The key target in the 2008-2012 period of eradication of
‘absolute poverty’ in Penang has been achieved. The Penang Paradigm will
now speed up social development and broaden social inclusion in Penang by
implementing several concrete programmes to ensure Penang’s success.”

not be just for the rich, but for all
who live and stay in Penang. This
requires quality affordable housing,
efficient and effective public trans-
port, green open spaces accessible
to all, a clean and healthy natural
environment and a vibrant arts,
culture and heritage landscape.

Thirdly, our emphasis on peo-
ple means that we believe that we
cannot prosper and develop as a
State and as a nation if women,
ethnic minorities, the poor and the
disabled are shut off from full
participation in our economy and
our democracy. People-centric
government requires eradicating
poverty, eradicating unfair dis-
crimination and eradicating cor-
ruption and cronyism, which ele-
vates private interests and private
profits above the public good.

I believe that the Penang Para-
digm is the insightful and path-
breaking model by Professor Dr
‘Woo and his team in Penang Insti-
tute with Zairil Khir Johari as his
CEOQ, to let Penang lead again. We
can make Penang No. 1 in Malay-
sia as a balanced society and an
international and intelligent State.

Making Penang No.1 in Malay-
sia is possible. After all Penang
achieved international recognition
in 2011 when being selected by
Yahoo Travel as No. 8 top island
in the world you must see before
you die. This year George Town
became the No.4 top place for
retirement in the world, becoming
the only Asian city in the top 8 list.
And in 2011 and 2012, George
Town became the most livable city
for the first time in Malaysian his-
tory, surpassing Kuala Lumpur for
the first time ever.

Let us work hard and prepare
for Penang as No. 1 in Malaysia.
Thank you.
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Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Hajah Haminah
visited Penang on Feb 11. Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng and his wife, Betty Chew Gek Cheng,
together with Penang state leaders, State
Legislative Speaker Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain,
Exco member Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim, Penang
State Secretary Datuk Farizan Darus and their
wives were at the Penang International Airport

to receive the Queen. In the picture, Chew is
greeting the Queen at the airport.

A large crowd mobbed the god of prosperity
at the Hean Boo Thean Temple at Weld Quay
to get an ang pow from him.

Penang Chinese Town Hall hosted the Chinese New Year Open House on
Feb 11 at Jalan Masjid Kapitan Keling. Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng (left),
former Prime Minister Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi (centre) and Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak joined thousands of people at the function.

These young performers were among those
who entertained the thousands of people who
attended the Chinese New Year Cultural and
Heritage event in George Town.

These children from the Ramakrishna Ashrama
(Orphanage), Penang are having a fabulous time
at a Chinese New Year luncheon hosted by the
Lions Club of Penang Light.






