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Focus on social, economic
well- bemg of Penangltes

Story by Tanushalini Moroter

THE state government initiated the I-sejahtera
programme starting from 2008 to enhance the
social and economic well-being of Penangites.

The I-sejahtera programme is conducted by
the state government annually for senior citi-
zens, single mothers, the differently-abled,
Years 1&4 and Forms 1 & 4 students.

Yearly, a one-off payment of RM100 is
given to single mothers, the differently-abled,
Year 1&4 and Form 1 & 4 students.

This year the one-off payment for senior
citizens and the differently-abled was increased
to RM130 (previously RM100).

On top of that, newly born babies are also
given a one-off payment of RM200 under the
“Anak Emas” programme and under the I-
bita programme (financial assistance granted
to students entering higher learning institu-
tions) undergraduates receive RM1,000
(RM1,200 for those going to Sabah/Sarawak).

The senior citizen appreciation programme
was introduced by the state in 2009 as a gesture
of appreciation and respect as well as to honour
senior citizens regardless of race, religion and
political views.

Buletin Mutiara spoke to exco for environ-
ment, welfare and caring society Phee Boon
Poh to find out more about the programmes to
improve the quality of life of Penangites.
Eradicating hardcore poor

“Tonarrow the gap between the ‘have and have
not’, firstly we have to eradicate the hardcore
poor,” Phee said.

“To eradicate the hardcore poor we need to
identify them first and how do we classify the poor
people? There is always a guideline to do that.

“And we started doing it when we took over
in 2008 and to ensure that no one is left behind we
used RM500 income as the guideline.

“Anyone who has income below RM500,
we will top up for them.

WELCOMING YEAR OF THE DOG: As many as 30, 000 people turned up at the Chief Minister’s Open House at SPICE
Arena on Feb 16 to celebrate Chinese New Year. SEE PAGES 3 -5

“On March 8 2009 we declared that, we
have reached out to those who we can reach
out to. It was impossible to reach out to eve-
ryone since we were still a new government
at that time and we needed more networking
to do so,” explained Phee on the initiatives to
eradicate the hardcore poor in Penang.

Apart from that, the Economic Equity Agenda
(AES) was launched in 2008 to ensure that eve-
ryone receives at least RM790 a month.

For example, if a family has five members and
the household income is less than RM1,000 per
month, the family’s per capita income is less than
RM220, the state government would provide an
“added value” of RM100 per month.

Showing appreciation to senior citizens

Phee stated that it is important to appreciate
others and keeping to this very value, the state
government came up with the Senior Citizen ap-
preciation programme in 2009.

“In life, we must learn to appreciate people,
hence we started to give a one-off payment of
RMI100 yearly to senior citizens to appreciate
and to honour them,” said Phee on the senior
citizens appreciation programme which indeed
is the first such programme in Malaysia.
Being Thoughtful

The state government, being thoughtful of the
single mothers, introduced the “Ibu Tunggal”
programme to provide a one-off payment of
RM100 to single mothers.

“When thinking about who else to help in
society, we thought of the single mothers and
introduced the single mother programme,”
said Phee.

Education is the way to reform the society

School children, Years 1and 4 and Forms
1 and 4 are given importance as well by the
state government as they are the future pillars
of the country.

“Education is the path to constructing a bet-
ter society, as through education, an individual
can rise above difficulties,” Phee said on the
significance of the “Pelajar Emas” programme.
Closing Thoughts

Only when a government looks into the so-
cial well-being of its people can it be considered
a government that is “whole”.

The Penang state government, which is a
caring and loving government, has come up
with all these programmes to improve the
quality of life of the people here and it is done
out of love and concern.

All this is possible as the Pakatan Harapan
government is able to record budget surpluses
even without GST charges.

“This is because of the clean administration
and leadership which is based on the CAT
principles” Phee said.

*See also pages 6 — 8



Re51dents urgedfto pay

PADANG Kota assemblymember
Chow Kon Yeow has urged Kedah
Road Flats residents to regularly pay
maintenance fees so that they can
enjoy the benefit of having well-
maintained common property fa-
cilities

Recently, some 1,000 residents
had to endure a lift breakdown as
four of the lifts malfunctioned and
the matter was brought to Chow’s
attention.

Upon appeal from the Residents
Association of Kedah Road Flats,
Chow acted promptly by extending
RM10,000 (which is a special allo-
cation from his constituency funds)
as an immediate assistance.

“With the cooperation of sev-
eral parties, one of the two lifts was
restored on Jan 30 by replacing the
‘door card’, but the other lift is still

February 16 — 28,2018

not working as the door motor has
stopped functioning,” Chow said
during a press conference with the
Kedah Road Flats residents and
joint management body (JMB) on
Feb 13.

“The cost for the restoration work
on the two lifts is RM16,457. The
cost for the repair work of the other
two lifts is expected to be around
RM?20,352.

“With regards to this, the Kedah
Road Flats Residents Association
has applied for the Penang Housing
Maintenance Maximum 80% Fund
(TPMB8OPP) to the Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (the developer
of Kedah Road Flats),” Chow
added.

Apart from that, Chow said more
issues cropped up few days later
when the water pump also stopped
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Chow (flfth from from Ief) and Abdul Wahab dlscussmg issues |nvolvmg Kedah Road flats.

working.

To make matters worse, the spare
pumps were also not functioning.

“This damage would have caused
the residents to suffer without water
supply for 48 hours or more, but with
the cooperation of all parties it was
successfully repaired at a cost of

RM1,600,” he said.

Therefore, Chow, who is also the
exco for Local government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitigation,
urged all residents to cooperate with
JMB by paying their monthly main-
tenance fees.

“Up to now, there is an outstand-

ing amount of RM 115,940 though
the flats has the lowest maintenance
fees,” he said.

Also present were deputy chair-
man of the Residents Association of
Kedah Road Flats Abdul Wahab
Shaikh Mydin and former JMB
chairman Tay Chye Hock.

CM: GST

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on
Feb 21 spoke on the ill effects of
the Goods & Services Tax (GST)
by citing actual scenarios in which
its financial burden is keenly felt
by the people as opposed to the
drop in prices of goods through

a cause of price hikes

GST as previously claimed by
Datuk Ahmad Maslan when the
latter was Deputy Finance Minis-
ter.

Lim was referring to an article
which appeared in a Malay lan-
guage daily on Feb 20 that featured

Putra Business School of Univer-
siti Putra Malaysia senior lecturer
Dr. Ahmed Razman Abdul Latif
who said that prices of goods have
gone up from RM100 to at least
RM130 over the last seven years.

“This means food priced at

RM100 in 2010 has gone up to
RM130 in 2017. Many might not
feel it because of (a meagre) in-
crease of 3 to 4% each year but the
rise in prices is significant during
this seven-year period. Other
goods also became more expen-
sive and today,
lots of people are
complaining,”
Ahmed Razman
was quoted as
saying in the arti-
cle.

Lim also noted
that what Singa-
pore Finance Minister Heng Swee
Keat announced in his Budget
2018 speech on Feb 19 further
reinforced the view that the GST
rate will only go up and not down.

“He (Heng) had announced that
the GST will increase from the
present 7% to 9% sometime in the
period between 2021 and 2025.
When the GST was first imple-
mented in Singapore, it was only
at 3%,” Lim said.

“This confirms the worldwide
trend of the GST that once im-
posed, it only goes up. The sole
solution available to prevent the
GST from going up is to abolish
it. This is what Pakatan Harapan
is promising, to abolish the GST
within the first 100 days upon tak-
ing power (in Putrajaya) and re-
store the previous Sales & Ser-
vices Tax (SST). The federal
government cannot deny anymore

This is what
Pakatan Harapan

IS promising, to
abolish the GST

that the GST causes prices to soar
and not reduce them,” he added.

The chief minister further men-
tioned the laments by Ameer Ali
Mydin, the managing director of
popular hypermarket chain Mydin,
when the latter said that hypermar-
kets and su-
permarkets in
Malaysia
which con-
trol 50% of
the grocery
market are
— LI M seeing nega-

tive growth
because the people do not have
money.

“In the first quarter of last year,
the GDP grew by 5.6% but retail
sales shrunk by 1.2% and hyper-
market sales contracted by 4.8%.
That makes you wonder how a
country can grow but the growth
of hypermarkets which is the real
basic consumption in the country,
is negative. I think people just
don’thave the money,” Ameer said
in an interview earlier this month.

“Low-income economies that
have implemented the GST have
suffered from rising inflation and
higher cost of living. Malaysians
from middle class downwards are
discovering what it is like to be
relatively poorer where their real
wage growth fails to keep up with
either the rate of inflation or the
GDP growth rate,” the chief min-
ister added.



Celebrating nar New Year in
high spirits A KN e

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter & Victor Seow
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Year of the Dog was given a
thunderous welcome as Malaysians,
regardless of race and religion,
picked up that positive vibe of
prosperity, good luck and longevity
and celebrated the day in unity.

Who would resist being a part of
this vibrant festival, moreover we
Penangites, or more fondly called
“Penang Lang”, have always been
aunique set of people who celebrate
the good in whatever we see as well
as cherish the multicultural flavour
in our society.

On the first day of CNY (Feb
16), the SPICE Arena was filled to
the brim as an estimated 30,000
people turned up at the open house
of Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

Apart from the usual mouth-
watering dishes that gave Penang
its reputation as a food haven, the
crowd was further entertained by
the “quick change of attire” perfor-
mance by husband and wife team
Avery Chin and Sylvia Lim who
made their entries in the Guinness
Book of Records last year as well

as Lee Pei Ling, who gained public
attention through her participation
in the “Sing! China” finale.

Lim’s wife Betty Chew was also
seen giving ang pow to children
who were at the open house while
the chief minister himself obliged
members of the public who were
eager to take a “wefie” with him.

Among the guests present in-
cluded the Governor Tun Abdul
Rahman Abbas and his consort Toh
Puan Majimor Shariff, Speaker
Datuk Law Choo Kiang, Deputy
Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, DAP Parliamen-
tary Leader Lim Kit Siang, exco
members Phee Boon Poh, Chong
Eng, Danny Law, Dr Afif Bahardin,
assemblymembers Teh Lai Heng,
RSN Rayer and Bukit Gelugor MP
Ramkarpal Singh.

On the second day (Feb 17),
Abdul Rahman and Majimor, Lim,
Rashid, state exco members, as-
semblymembers and parliamentar-
ians attended the Chinese New Year
Open House at the Penang Chinese
Town Hall.

Lim in his speech at the event
said the state government will take
efforts to ensure that the benefits of

-

Tossing to good luck, prosperity and Iongewty at L|m s open house.

economic growth will be enjoyed
by the common man.

“The state government will con-
tinue to develop Penang adhering
to five core values.

“Building human capital, build-
ing basic infrastructures, promoting
a cleaner, greener, healthier and
safer city, good and clean adminis-
tration and lastly working towards
asustainable development to ensure
the fruit of economic growth is
enjoyed by everyone,” Lim said at
the event organised by the Penang
Chinese Town Hall.

Lim also stated that despite the
strong economic growth, ordinary

people do not have enough money
to spend.

“Though the economic growth
is good, common people do not get
to enjoy its benefit.

“Just like what the managing
director of Mydin Hypermarket said
‘Malaysians are poorer despite
strong gross domestic growth and
they do not have enough money to
spend’.

“Hence it is important for us to
focus on common people in relation
to the benefits from economic
growth,” added Lim.

The celebration continued with
high spirit on Feb 18 at the State

Chinese New Year Open House on
Beach Street which gave Penangites
an enthralling night.

From the singing performance
by Lee Pei Ling, to the traditional
drum and dance performances and
the finale of colourful fireworks, the
people had their fair share of fun
and enjoyment.

Lim, who spoke at the event,
assured everyone that no effort
would be spared by his administra-
tion to ensure the state leads in terms
of economic performance and
growth.

The guests of honour at the event
were the governor and his wife.

ANYONE found committing re-

Vandals in PPR flats may be evicted

peated acts of vandalism can be
evicted from the People’s Hous-
ing Project (PPR) under new
guidelines by the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP).

Sungai Pinang assemblymem-
ber Lim Siew Khim said the
MBPP would give the culprits two
warnings before serving them
with an eviction notice.

“We don’t like to take this ac-
tion but what to do,” Lim said
after presenting “angpow” to the
senior citizens of Jalan Sungai
PPR in Sungai Pinang on Feb 19.

She said the move is implemented
for the sake of hundreds or thousands
of residents as more CCTVs are in-
stalled to nab the few vandals, espe-
cially to protect lifts and other facili-
ties from being damaged.

Also present were Jalan Sungai
Phor Thor Committee secretary
Teong Ah Pin and treasurer Ong Lye
Chuan and MBPP councillor Shah-
rudin Mohamed Shariff, who helped
to distribute mandarin oranges.

Lim (in red, centre) celebrating Chinese New Year together with Jalan Sungai PPR senior residents

after the presentation of “angpow” to them.

According to Shahrudin, other
residents of PPR projects under
MBPP like in Taman Free School,
Jalan Jetty, Kampung Kolam and
Batu Uban had also been informed
of MBPP’s new guidelines.

In her speech, Lim praised Jalan
Sungai PPR residents for upkeeping
the cleanliness of their low-cost flats.

“I dare say Jalan Sungai PPR is
the most beautiful and cleanest PPR
project in Penang,” said Lim.

“There is room for improvement.
Jalan Sungai PPR is even better than
some costlier housing projects. It had
been used by former MBPP mayor
Datuk Maimunah (Mohd Sharif) as
a model under the Gender Respon-

sive Participatory Budgeting (GRPB)
concept in its transformation.”

Lim and Shahrudin attributed
the success of Jalan Sungai PPR to
the participation of the residents in
having their own choice of clean-
ers and security guards instead of
outsourcing them.

Shahrudin said the installation of

CCTVs has seen a reduction of 80 to
90% of rubbish thrown indiscrimi-
nately in the flats’ area.

The 22-storey Jalan Sungai PPR
has 525 units with about 3,000 resi-
dents. Under a RM1 million mod-
ernisation programme, two of its five
lifts had been replaced and the re-
maining three by May this year.

To help residents there acquire
skills, Lim said a free bakery course
was organised at the flats for 20
participants recently. Besides that,
free tuition for primary students on
four subjects — English, Bahasa
Malaysia, Science and Mathemat-
ics —is provided.

On the “angpow” presentation
to the seniors, Lim said it was a
tradition to respect and remember
the older folks.

“Sometimes we may not be so
rich but we can be happier than the
rich. We have to be grateful each
day even for being able to breathe.
I too was not born into a rich fam-
ily but we can strive (to improve
our standard of living).”
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Kek Lok Si lights i}y

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

THE iconic Kek Lok Si Temple in
Air Itam was on the night of Feb 12
transformed into a fairyland of
lights for Chinese New Year cele-
brations on Feb 16.

Some 20,000 traditional Chinese
lanterns and thousands of modern
neon and LED lightings set the
127-year-old biggest Buddhist
temple complex in Southeast Asia
aglow.

To cap the magnificent evening,
a spectacular display of fireworks
lit up the skies.

This is an annual tradition that

draws thousands of visitors from
around the region and beyond as it
is a colourful sight to behold.

Earlier in the evening, the temple
hosted a dinner for guests.

Prayers were also held along
with a chanting session for the
devotees.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
was among the VIP guests who
officiated at the lighting ceremony.

Seen as a symbol of peace, luck
and prosperity, the lights at Kek Lok
Si will be switched on daily until
March 30.

On Chinese New Year’s Eve on
Feb 15, the monastery will be illu-
minated all the way up to the Kuan
Yin statue and the pavilion.

Kek Lok Si Temple glowmg in the night sky. )

Jagdeep (left) distributing mandarin oranges and ang pow packets
to some market goers at Taman Free School market.

Penang folk not
stepchildren, says Jagdeep

DATUK Keramat assembly-
member Jagdeep Singh on Feb
12 called on the federal govern-
ment not to treat Penang resi-
dents as “step children”.

He was referring to flood re-
lief aid promised by the federal
government to help victims fol-
lowing the recent flood calamity
of Nov 4 and 5.

“In all, a total of 64,128 resi-
dents have received the one-off
aid of RM700 at the first and
second phase of the fund,” he
told reporters in conjunction
with his visit to Taman Free
School to give away calendars,
mandarin oranges and angpow
packets to stall owners and mar-

ket goers.

Also present were president
of Taman Free School Residents
Association, T.T. Low, and its
secretary Goh Yee Wei.

Jagdeep said flood prone
states like Kelantan and Tereng-
ganu have received aid from the
Federal Flood Relief Fund.

“When will Penang receive
ours, in view of the worst flood
that hit the state recently. Why
treat us as ‘stepchildren’?” he
asked.

During his visit to Taman
Free School on Feb 12, some
1,000 pieces of mandarin or-
anges were distributed to the
crowd at the market area.

Lanterns further llven up George Town

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

BRIGHT lanterns have added an
air of festivity at the Esplanade
and other parts of George Town
in Penang after the launching of
the lighting of the Chinese New
Year street lanterns was held on
Feb 9.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
thanked sponsors Eastern & Ori-
ental Berhad for contributing
RM?200,000 for the hanging of the
red lanterns in George Town and
also Nikaco for contributing 8,000
lanterns.

Also present at the ceremony
in Esplanade were E&O Berhad
Group hospitality and lifestyle
director Micheal Saxton and Ni-
kaco managing director Datuk
Chin Poh Chye, Tanjung MP Ng
Wei Aik and Komtar assembly-
member Teh Lai Heng.

“I also want to thank everyone
who has made this effort possible.
This is a city that celebrates diver-
sity, a multicultural pot where all
the different races and different
faiths can live together in har-
mony,” said Lim.

“And what Micheal Saxton
said about Penang is very exciting
because we have a lot of art and
cultural happenings. They are
something that we have been sup-
porting and promoting over the
last 10 years.

“Penang has emerged from
nothing to becoming one of the

(From left) Teh, Chin, Lim, Saxton and Ng launching the lighting
of the street lanterns in Esplanade.

centres, if not the centre, of art and
culture in Malaysia. And of course
our wall paintings. This is not just
testimony only of local talents but
also foreign talents who are inter-
ested in coming here.”

Lanterns were seen strung over
several streets like Cannon Street,
Armenian Street, Jalan Masjid
Kapitan Keling, King Street,
Church Street, Bishop Street,
Light Street, Beach Street and
Weld Quay.

Lanterns were also hung on a
4 7Tm-high structure at the Espla-
nade, thanks to the sponsorship of
E&O.

Earlier, Saxton said E&O is

very proud of Penang, of its non-
stop activities, of its culture and
the arts.

“When you walk in George
Town today, it is much different
than it was before. There are so
many happenings, so many res-
taurants, cafes, museums ...
something to do.

“You can have something new
to do in George Town each day.
So, it’s a very exciting place to
live. I’ve been here 14 years and
I hope I'm here another 14.

“So, again E&O is very proud
to be involved in the lanterns’
ceremony. We love it and we are
very happy to be here.”
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Bringing Chinese eear

Story by Victor Seow &
Danny Ooi

Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad and the
offices of Wong Hon Wai
& Lim Siew Khim

AIR Itam assemblymember
Wong Hon Wai and Bukit Gelu-
gor MP Ramkarpal Singh par-
ticipated in a walk-about at the
Air Itam market on Feb 19 to
bring Chinese New Year (CNY)
cheer to residents there.

With the festive atmosphere
in the air following the CNY
which fell on Feb 16, market
goers and visitors were handed
mandarin oranges, for they sym-
bolise good fortune and prosper-
ity.

“Kampung Pisang neighbour-
hood park and Zoo Road linear
park will soon be upgraded with

exercise equipment and walking
tracks which are suitable for the
old and young. And not to forget
the recently announced free CAT
buses which will extend to 12
zones on the island as well as the
mainland which will begin in
April,” Hon Wai told the press
after the completion of the walk-
about.

During the walk-about Ram-
karpal even went a step further
by getting onto a Rapid bus to
distribute mandarin oranges to the
passengers.

Earlier on Feb 18, assembly-
member for Sungai Pinang Lim
Siew Khim, together with Member
of Parliament for Jelutong Jeff Ooi
and exco for Tourism Develop-
ment Danny Law Heng Kiang also
met up with visitors to the Jelutong
market to distribute mandarin or-
anges and greet market goers.

Hon Wai definitely had an enjoyable time walking around Air ltam
market distributing mandarin oranges to the people.

il

The faces of Ooi,

“We’re here on the third day
of Chinese New Year hoping the
market traders will have a pros-
perous and fruitful year,” said
Siew Khim prior to the com-
mencement of the walk which
also included a pair of lions.

“Today’s walk-about here is
a continuation of our tradition
which is always on the third day
of Chinese New Year. It gives us
great joy that the market goers
and traders all have a fun time
as the pair of lions we brought
with us make their rounds here,”
added Law.

Ooi, on his part, extended his
appreciation to the Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) and
Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB)
for ensuring adequate power
supply and keeping Jelutong
clean throughout the festive

The tossing of the ‘yee sang’ for luc
Kok Khong, Teh and Siew Hai.

Siew Khim and Law beamed with joy as they
greeted the market traders with good wishes for the year.

cheer

k at Tech Dome was done by (third from left onwards) Dr Khong,

season.

Meanwhile, on Feb 19 Tech
Dome at Komtar also organised
a Chinese New Year open house.
Assemblymember for Komtar,
Teh Lai Heng was the guest of
honour. Joining him at the func-
tion were chief executive officer
of Penang Tech Centre, Dr
Khong Yoon Loong and its di-
rectors Datuk Wong Siew Hai
and Datuk Lim Kok Khong.

Among the highlights at the
open house was the walk around
the dome by a pair of lions to
usher in luck.

VIP guests also joined the
crowd present in a ‘yee sang
tossing’ to symbolise abundant
luck and prosperity for the new
year.
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Early angpow for
our senior citizens!

Over at Perai Maybank
branch, Deputy Chief Minister
Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy is
seen helping an elderly lady
at the steps who’s queuing
to collect her RM130.
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Tabung Akaun Amanah Kebajikan
Negeri Pulau Pinang
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The RMO0.20 collected would be channeled towards the “Tabung Akaun Amanah Kebajikan Negeri
Pulau Pinang” for the eradication of poverty in Penang through the Equitable Economic Agenda {AES]
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Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting &
Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

SENIOR citizens in Penang
have every reason to laugh
while on their way to the bank
to receive an early angpow
from the state government.

This is because the Penang
Senior Citizens Appreciation
Programme disbursed its pay-
ment of RM130, an increase of
RM30 compared to the previ-
ous years, on Jan 27 & 28 as
well as Feb 10 & 11.

The programme was initi-
ated in 2009 by the state gov-
ernment for those aged 60
years and above, and who are
voters in Penang.

Each of the 174,247 senior
citizens received RM 130 which
cost the state government
RM22,652,110.

The RM30 increase from the
previous RM100 was an-
nounced in the state’s 2018
budget presented last year.

Buletin Mutiara spoke to
some of the recipients of the
aid. Here is what they had to
say:

Khor Eng Choo, 83

“I live alone in a rented flat
in Perai and I have been a
widow for more than 10 years.
I’m thankful that the state gov-
ernment didn’t forget senior
citizens like me. As the lunar
new year is approaching, I can
make good use of the money to
have a good meal. As I live
alone, it’s quite troublesome to
cook and I don’t eat much ei-
ther.”

Kang Beng Choo, 76

“I'm so happy to receive this
RM130 Senior Citizens Apprecia-
tion payout just before the Chinese
New Year. This will enable me to
buy what’s needed at home to have
a joyful reunion with my children.
I thank the state government for
being so considerate towards sen-
ior citizens like me.”

Koay Chee Seng, 70

“T'have been most supportive of
the state government all this while.
The state government has done
well in many areas and this puts
our (senior citizens) minds at ease.
I'really appreciate this programme
for senior citizens as it proves we
are not neglected by the state gov-
ernment. It’s very thoughtful to
give out the payment to us just
before Chinese New Year. I will
use the money to buy what’s
needed to prepare for the celebra-
tion.”

Lim Seng Choo, 85

“I'have just had an operation to
remove kidney stones and my
children spent a large sum of
money for my operation. I intend
to keep the money from the state
government in the bank and use it
when needed. My children have
made the necessary preparations
for the Chinese New Year so I
don’t have to buy anything.”
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PTSR for the benefit
of entrepreneurs

Story by Tanushalini Mo-

WY/
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application for PTSR is easy and it RM6,000 may seem small, for entre-

roter is processed fast. preneurs like me it can be used to pay
Pix by Darwina Mohd s “I have received the loan twice, the rental advance for new shop
Daud and it has been very useful in expand-  lots,” said Hakimullah.

Besides that, Hakimullah said
PTSR participants are given the op-
portunity to take part in the expos
related to the state government in
Penang as well as elsewhere and this
helps in expanding their marketing

ing my business,” added Suguna.

Hakimullah Khabilu, 24, the mar-
keting officer of Khabilu Penang
Famous Muruku, is a young entre-
preneur who has benefited from the
scheme.

THE “Program Titian Saksa-
ma Rakyat” (PTSR) which
was introduced in 2009 by the
state government has benefited
many entrepreneurs in Penang.

PTSR is a microcredit
scheme which has disbursed
RM 13.5 million to some
2,835 recipients through the
Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC).

This programme has been
such a great help for entrepre-
neurs as the loan that they re-
ceive helps them to expand
their business.

The state government
proves that it is sensitive to-
wards the needs of all layers
of society ranging from chil-
dren, students, mothers, senior
citizens, entrepreneurs and so
on.

Some of the entrepreneurs
who had reaped the fruit of this
programme spoke to Buletin
Mutiara recently.

Hailing from Jawi, Ng Ai
Mua, 32, who is the owner of
SW Mawar Trading, was hap-
py with the programme as no
interest is imposed for first
timers.

Ng, a wholesaler who sup-
plies snacks such as “ubi ke-
ladi” and “keropok palem-
bang” to bakeries in Kulim,
Sungai Petani, Ipoh and Taip-

Suguna.

ing, received RMS5,000 last
year.

“It is a good programme as
there is no interest for the loan
when we apply for the first
time and the subsequent time
the interest rate is even lower
than banks,” said Ng.

“I will recommend PTSR
to my friends who are business
minded as this is a good source
of help,” added Ng who is into
this business for six years

Suguna Nadeson, 44, who
is the owner of ‘Northern
Metro Mart in Kampung Buah
Pala, said the system of repay-
ment for PTSR is easy and
convenient.

“It is very easy for us in
terms of re-payment as the
PDC officers come and collect
from us and they are very
helpful as well,” said Suguna.

According to Suguna the

Hakimullah.

“Though the amount disbursed of  network.
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‘Cur’

of

a mascot

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

PENANG is gearing up to be the
host for the Asia Pacific Masters
Games 2018 (APMG 2018) which
is scheduled to be held from Sept
7to 15.

Interestingly, the APMG 2018
is the first Asia Pacific Masters
Games in Penang and also the
first-ever masters multi-sport
event in Asia!

To add thrill to the Games, lion
dance has been included as one of
the 21 sports to be contested.

According to the Penang
APMG 2018 overview, the APMG
is a global festival of sport for
participants of eligible ages and
all capabilities.

There is no qualifying or selec-
tion process involved.

Participants just need to be of
a certain age in their chosen sport.

State Youth, Sports, Women,
Family and Community Develop-
ment Committee chairman Chong
Eng said Penang was honoured to
host one of the most prestigious
multi-sport events in the world.

“We welcome athletes from all
around the world to take part in
the Games,” she said.

Chong Eng added that the In-
ternational Masters Games Asso-
ciation has agreed to the applica-
tion by the organiser of APMG
2018 to include lion dance as one
of the 21 sports to be contested.

“I am confident that lion dance
will be able to attract many par-
ticipants and visitors to the Games.

“The APMG 2018 lion dance
sport competition will be held at
Gurney Paragon Mall,” she said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
said 694 participants from 32
countries have registered for the
Games.

“The number of participants is

Cun giving a high-five to Lim at the APMG 2018 mascot and merchandise launching ceremony in

ASIA
Iy PACIFIC
4 MASTERS
e s GAMES
PENANG 2018

pable « uni
blehcin) «

Komtar. With them are Rashid (left) and Chong Eng.

expected to increase to 5,000 as
the closing date draws near.

“We expect a minimum of
RM?20 million in economic value
from the event,” he said before
launching the APMG 2018 mascot
and merchandise at Komtar on Feb
19.

After the launching ceremony,
‘Cun’, the grey cat mascot, made
a special appearance to greet Lim
and the VIPs attending the event.

‘Cun’ (Capable, United and

Noble) was selected as the name
of the APMG 2018 mascot.

Lim said the word “cun” in
Bahasa Malaysia literally means
gorgeous.

He added that “Penang Cun”
(Penang is gorgeous) is the state’s
tourism slogan for this year.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, state Local Gov-
ernment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation Committee

chairman Chow Kon Yeow, Pen-
ang Health, Rural Development,
Agriculture and Agro-Based In-
dustry Committee chairman Dr
Afif Bahardin, state Welfare,
Caring Society and Environment
Committee chairman Phee Boon
Poh, Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Yew Tung Seang,
MBPP secretary Addnan Mohd
Razali and Penang APMG 2018
chief executive officer Linda
Geh.

Senior citizens
happy with state aid

SINCE 2008, the Pakatan Hara-
pan government has been success-
fully administering Penang by
upholding competency, account-
ability and transparency (CAT)
and has earned the trust of the
people.

Its CAT principles have al-
lowed the state to make savings
which have been channeled into
various programmes benefiting
the people, like single mothers and
students.

Senior citizens are happy that
the state has taken into account
their well-being since 2009 by
introducing the senior citizens
appreciation programme.

The state has already set aside
RM22 .6 million for a total 174,247
registered senior citizens in the
state under the programme.

This year, the annual payout
was increased from RM100 to
RM130 per person.

Alauyah Darus, 72, Bagan Ajam

“I feel very happy when the
Penang state government comes
forward to help senior citizens like

Alauyah Darus.

us. I would use this money to buy
some groceries and it will be help-
ful for my daily needs. I have been
getting this aid around three

Z f’ -
Sida Ratinasamy.

bution. I will use this money to
meet medical expenses. It will also
be helpful to buy something for my
grandchildren.”

Latifah Hashim, 68, Bagan Ajam
“I am grateful for the aid pro-
vided by the state government espe-

Latifah Hashim.

cially for senior citizens. I feel proud
to be born in Penang. Even though
I have my children to take care of
me, sometimes I need money for my
daily use. In this case, this aid would
be helpful as pocket money.”
Baybee Niar, 73, Arowana, Se-
berang Jaya

Baybee Niar.

“I will give ‘ang pow’ to my
grandchildren using some amount
from the money that I received. It
feels good when getting this
money, and I am thankful to peo-
ple who appreciate senior citizens.
The money will be helpful for any
emergency.”

times and this year I am more
grateful for the increased
amount.”

Sida Ratinasamy, 68, Bukit
Mertajam

“Since the cost of living is
very high nowadays, this kind
of aid will be helpful for us at a
needy time. This year is my
fourth time receiving this mon-
ey and I would like to thank the
state government for this contri-
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Historical find

at the fort

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Darwina Mohd
Daud

PENANG celebrates yet an-
other historical breakthrough
with two cannons being discov-
ered on the western side of Fort
Cornwallis.

The two cannons, which are
2.35m and 2.2m in length, have
inscriptions on them, suggest-
ing that they date to the reign
of King George III (1760 -
1820).

The cannons were discov-
ered at about 2pm on Feb 19
during the excavation of the
moat and outer defensive struc-
tures of the fort.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said this initiative by the
state was overseen by the
George Town Conservation and
Development Corporation
(GTCDC).

“The work is part of an effort
to reinstate the historical moat
and other defensive outworks

that surround the fort.

“We made this fortuitous
discovery during the process of
rebuilding the moat of Fort
Cornwallis.

“This is a very important and
significant discovery where we
found two cannons during the
Chinese New Year period.

“It is as if the state received
double ‘angpows’ during this
festive season,” Lim said, draw-
ing laughter from those present
at the site.

He added the cannons were
not even recorded in the 1877
map which the team of archae-
ologists was referring to.

“We hope that there will be
more discoveries after this. This
area will be protected to allow
the conservation and excavation
effort to continue.

“The two cannons will be
placed in a safe location for
them to be studied and con-
served,” Lim said at the site on
Feb 20.

Penang chief archaeologist

Prof Datuk Dr Mokhtar Saidin
said the discovery of the can-
nons was rather “surprising”.

“The early interpretation of
the fort was that it was a ‘peace-
ful fort’.

“Now that we discovered the
two cannons and cannonballs
were found in the fort last year,
early interpretations of the fort
could be changed,” Mokhtar said.

He however explained that
the cannonballs found in the
fort are not the cannon projec-
tiles of the two cannons discov-
ered on Feb 19.

“One of the two cannons
found is a big cannon and must
be for war.

“We have asked the Chief
Minister’s approval to bring
back the cannons to Universiti
Sains Malaysia for further re-
search.”

When asked about how the
team discovered the cannons,
Mokhtar said: “We were look-
ing for the main door of the fort
based on the 1877 map but we

Explain conflicting statements, says Jagdeep

Story & pix by K. Thaarshenii

PENANG Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh has
called on Real Estate and Housing
Developers’ Association (Rehda)
to query Bank Negara Malaysia
(BNM) over its (BNM) statement
on housing loan approval rate
posted on its website.

Jagdeep said two statements
puzzled him — “total unsold
homes in Malaysia highest in a
decade” and “reiterated that un-
dersupply of affordable houses
remained an issue”.

“BNM has stated that the over-
all housing loan approval rate
remains high at 73% in the second
quarter of last year with similar
rates observed in major states,” he
said during a press conference on
Feb 21.

“On the other hand, Rehda
commented last year that the re-
jection rate for housing loans was
as high as 60% .

“These are two contradicting
statements. I feel that Rehda
needs to query BNM to clarify the

11

)

Jagdeep showing the letter to be sent to the BNM governor (right)
and printout of online news of BNM (left).

matter.

“BNM also owes us an expla-
nation as to why there is a high
rejection rate for housing loans
for first-time affordable housing
home buyers.

“We have provided many af-
fordable housing projects and we
have also received information

regarding the high rejection rate
for housing loans,” Jagdeep not-
ed.

He said that the issue needs to
be addressed immediately.

“I have written to BNM Gov-
ernor Tan Sri Muhammad Ibrahim
to have a roundtable dialogue to
address the matter,” he added.

Lim (in yellow) pointing at the inscription on the cannon during
his visit to Fort Cornwallis. With him are Deputy Chief Minister |
Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon (right) and Mokhtar.

found the two cannons instead.

“They were found buried
some 1.2m below ground. We
plan to research further to know
the actual date the cannons were
cast and whether they were
placed or buried at the location

we found them.”

The excavation work was a
collaboration between the state
government, Think City and
Aga Khan Trust for Culture, and
endorsed by the Department of
National Heritage.

Civil servants given priority
for affordable housing

EXCO for Town and Country Plan-
ning and Housing Jagdeep Singh on
Feb 8 said civil servants will be
given priority by the state govern-
ment in the allocation of affordable
housing.

The state government through
the Housing Division will include
the requirement of “civil servants”
as a priority for the application of
affordable housing schemes in
Penang.

According to Jagdeep, although
the Penang State Government wel-
comes development of housing
under the 1 Malaysia Public Hous-
ing Project (PPA1M) programme,
unfortunately, not even one such
project has been built in Penang.

“We admit that the federal gov-
ernment has applied for the PPA1M
project, but the project is seen to be
not adhering to some of our techni-
cal guidelines. The state govern-
ment’s strict guidelines prohibit
development of high-rise buildings
on land situated 76 metres above
sea level and other technical non-
compliance.

“The state government wel-
comes PPAIM’s efforts in provid-
ing housing schemes to civil serv-
ants but must comply with the
conditions set out here,” he said.

“Since 2013, through Selection
Process Enhancement Committee
(SPEC), atotal of 4,484 offers have
been made to government servants
in Penang for various types of af-
fordable housing ranging from
RM42.000 to RM400,000.

“Out of this number, unfortu-
nately our records show that to-date
only some 1,310 have actually suc-
cessfully signed up for such units,
which is only 29.2% of the appli-
cants offered.

“This shows that the main obsta-
cle to the remaining civil servant is
almost 70% rejection rate of bank
loan application,” Jagdeep added.

“In fact, the Opposition in Pen-
ang had early last year agreed that
this issue needs to be addressed, and
signed off on a joint motion to the
Prime Minister and Bank Negara
Malaysia, calling upon them to ad-
dress the issue.”
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Conquer your fearof ;-

highest ropes course chal-

[ ] o lenge, was officially launched

' by Chief Minister Lim Guan

e1 S a e ra 1 Z Eng at Level 65 of Komtar on
s ® Feblo.

“This is a historic launch-

f ing of the tallest ropes course
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-pose-as 1qhe Grgwtyz crew me m Penang,” said Lim in

are out demonstrating how W his speech.
“they overcome the obstacles._ ¢ = : : : “At the end of this year,
- 5 § j there will be bungee jumping
or free fall. So, we are look-
ing at very exciting times in
Penang. Of course, Penang is
already very exciting. The
eyes of the nation are on Pen-
ang.

“We are ready to take on
the challenge. And we are not
fearful of the eyes of the na-
tion on us because if you can
walk this rope course, nothing
will frighten you.”

Among those present at the
launch were Only World
Group chief executive officer
Tan Sri Richard Koh and his
wife, Puan Sri Jean Koh, state
secretary Datuk Seri Farizan
Darus, state exco member
Lim Hock Seng, Komtar as-
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An ‘elevating’ experience

semblymember Teh Lai Heng,
Penang Island City Council
mayor Yew Tung Seang, PDC
Setia Urus Sdn Bhd chief
executive officer Datuk Ang
Choo Hong, The Gravityz
executive director J. Hong
Low and operations director
Henry Wong.

After launching The Grav-
ityz, Lim and other guests
were given a warm welcome
by a lion dance troupe as they
toured the place.

Lim and a few others later
tried their hands at virtual
reality (VR) simulation, much
to the amusement of those
present.

Lim said for this Chinese
New Year, visitors not only
can look forward to the tradi-
tional Open Houses but also
have a range of exciting pro-
grammes lined up for them.

“In Penang, every day is a
fun day. If you want to have
an added, unforgettable and
thrilling experience that you
will remember for the rest of
your life, come up here (The
Gravityz) and show that you
are young and face your fear
by walking around Komtar.
And then you will know how
beautiful Penang is and how
brave you are.”

Earlier, Wong told the
gathering that safety is a top
priority for them, assuring
them that top-notch equip-
ment from Switzerland and
Italy are used.

In addition, he said they
also have a qualified para-
medic and well-trained staff
on duty.

The Gravityz operates dai-
ly, from 10am to 6pm, except
during bad weather.

Ticket prices range from
RM90 to RM399, with Pen-
angites enjoying a special
rate of RM79 and a free T-
shirt.

Tickets can be booked at
www.thegravityz.com.

Story by K.H. Ong

THE images of tourists paralysed
with fear while walking on moun-
tainside glass bridges in China
were still vivid in my mind.

In fact, they played tricks on me
for days after I had signed up to
join my Buletin Mutiara col-
leagues to take part in The Gravi-
tyz trial run at Level 65 of Komtar
on Feb 5.

I'had received videos via What-
sApp of frightened women being
dragged by their spouse, friends or
family members on the glass
bridges when fear and tension
overwhelmed them. Even men
trembled, panicked and screamed.

The Gravityz, which is operated
by AGC Adventure Hub Sdn Bhd,
is the world’s highest ropes course
challenge. Frankly, I am not one
of those hardcore thrillseekers
when I signed up for the challenge,
which is conducted 239 metres
above the ground and on the out-
side of the Komtar building.

I was more inspired to go for it
as one of my colleagues, who
signed up, is 66 years old. Further-
more, quite a number of my other
colleagues going to participate are
female. Still, it’s no joke for any
first-timer taking up the challenge
that offers six obstacles along the
90m ledge (track).

Three colleagues, however,
decided to give it a skip — one due
to giving birth in a few months’
time, another because of acropho-
bia or fear of heights, and another
fell ill.

The cables can withstand a total
weight of 2,200kg, so those ex-
ceeding 100kg in weight are dis-
qualified. Only a maximum of six
participants and two instructors are
allowed on the platform at any one
time.

We were given a questionnaire
to answer at the outset, like wheth-

(From right) Oh, Cheng, Cheah, Ong, Tan, Ashari and Hafizzuddin strike a pose after finishing the

course.

er we have taken any drugs or have
any high blood pressure. Having
passed that physical “test”, we
kept our belongings, like wallets,
watches and bags in the lockers.
Then, we were given a chilli-red
T-shirt each, with the words “Be-
yond Confidence” printed on its
back, to change into.

After wearing a full-body har-
ness and safety helmet under the
staff’s guidance, we were all ready
for action. There are two safety
lines for the course - one for the
participants and another for the
instructors, in case a rescue is
needed.

Once the door opened and I
stepped onto the platform with
three colleagues (Alvie Cheng,
Cheah Lay Ping, Tan Kean Ming)
and Oh Chin Eng (a staff in Chief
Minister’s office), I told myself not
to look back even though any
participant is allowed to back out
in the course of the challenge.

Instructor Ashari Safar Mursa-
lin led us out to the ledge while the
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second instructor, Muhammad
Hafizzuddin Abu Bakar, was the
last man out to keep a watchful eye
on us. At each obstacle, Ashari
demonstrated what we have to do
and then, we have to imitate.

The first obstacle is called the
Confidence Path. Standing on the
ledge with my back close to the
building was alright for me, but
once we were told to take one step
or two forward towards the edge
of the ledge, I started to have but-
terflies in my stomach. Imagine
looking down at the vehicles mov-
ing on the streets, and other small-
er structures below from such a
dizzying height.

As we walked to the next obsta-
cle, called the High Chair, I noticed
some of my team-mates were quite
relaxed. Perhaps, they were begin-
ning to warm up and feeling more
confident.

The High Bench allowed us to
relax and enjoy a spectacular view
of the city. We could see the big
letters “Gama” on the roof of the
supermarket very clearly as it is
situated close to Komtar.

The third obstacle, called A
Great Bridge, was not difficult for
me. Still, walking on the hexago-
nal-shape plates requires confi-
dence, concentration and balance.

Next up was the X-Point. This
was scary to me because the exer-
cise required me to sit by the edge
of the platform while taking in the
sights of the city. The only conso-
lation was that some fresh wind
began blowing on my face.

The fifth obstacle, called Z-
wire, or better known as Flying

Fox, seemed to generate the most
anxiety in my group. But it was a
breeze to me because I had done
Flying Fox before, even at a
longer distance, though not at such
a height. It took less than four
seconds to cross from one point of
the platform to another in about 10
metres distance.

G-Rocky was the sixth and last
obstacle. As they say, they save the
best for the last. But my heart beat
the fastest in the two stunts we
were to demonstrate. Somehow, 1
felt Cheah Lay Ping, the only rose
among the thorns in my group, was
the best performer in G-Rocky.

In the first stunt, she was so cool
while performing the Titanic pose
made famous by actress Kate
Winslet while in the second stunt,
she showed no fear at all doing a
freestyle balancing act.

So far, some 200 visitors had
tried out The Gravityz with only
one man not completing the
course. According to The Gravityz
executive director J. Hong Low,
the man’s wife and daughter how-
ever completed the course with no
trouble.

Hats off to both our instructors
for engaging us in conversation
during the challenge which helped
calm the nerves.

I realised different participants
have different feelings after the
challenge lasting about 50 min-
utes. I experienced some fear, en-
joyed some fun and encountered
one or two obstacles fairly easily.

The Gravityz is definitely an
experience I will remember for a
long, long time.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH PENAGA PENAGA
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 - °
limguaneng@penang.gov.my BERTAM
PANTAI JEREJAK BERTAM - -
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon (T) 04 - 646 4700 YB Shariful Azhar Othman {H Sy o
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my PINANG TUNGGAL
PERAI PINANG TUNGGAL - -
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin {T; 04 - 398 3555
ramasamy@penang.gov.my [F% 04 -383 9131 F) 04 - 3973555 PERMATANG BERANGAN
PERMATANG BERANGAN - -
5@%@%&'&2{1@6% G ARG YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my [F; 04 -2260218 RGO SUNGAI DUA
SUNGAI DUA : 3
BATU MAUNG -
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim T) 04 - 626 1968 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (1) 04 - 575 7454
abdmalik@penang.gov.my [Fg 04 - 626 5496 TELOK AIR TAWAR
BAGAN JERMAL Ye Bafoklahare Hamid T) 04 - 35] 2873 i _
YB Lim Hock Seng [Tg 04-3317175 jahara.hamid@gmail.com {F} 04 - 351 4389
limhockseng@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 3317175 SUNGAI ACHEH
SUNGAI ACHEH - -
BATU LANCHANG i }
Y8 Law Heng Kiang Mos-2mets eomanmmonbuspasaaup.commy | [ 0423533509 | [PAYANLEPAS
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 282 6419 e - -
?{léb;ﬁeAé I’Blg)l:1 . (1) 04 - 262 0860 YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini SULAU BETONG
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495 - -
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 PULAU BETONG |
PADANG LALANG Y8 Muhamad Faridt Saad fp) 042848 5% TELUK BAHANG
YB Chong Eng (T) 04 - 530 3028 - -
@ TELUK BAHANG
chong.eng@penang.gov.my YB Shah Haedan Ayoob {H 81' %22 ‘]ggﬁ)
DATO’ KERAMAT =
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO [T% 04 - 226 2464
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 227 2464 " .
SEBERANG JAYA 1) 043705109 Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam
"B Dr. Afif Bahardin POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 PJ 04-656 4131
PRI g neEmms | SRk 0i3ga 850
e ) DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 -
lawchookiang@ .goV. F) 04 - 588 0885 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
::TT:; e OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
i HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
YB Wong Hon W. T) 04 - 828 0926
e H 04 - 828 0926 ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM ~ 04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA FeT) 04-261 0058
BERAPIT BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
YB Ong Kok Fooi (T) 04 - 530 8476 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.my BUTTERWORTH 04-310 2377
MACHANG BUBOK nos- o NEGERI JAMéATAN PP ) 04-398 7419
€¢e Khai Loon - KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
kllee78@gmail.com F) 04-551 1442
TANJONG BUNGAH IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
YB Teh Yee Cheu - (T) 04 - 899 9581 WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 ) )
KANAK-KANAK
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com . .
o Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
i LR | 042261000 BETRIENDERS PENARG 04281 1108
= - _ SOCSO 04-238 9888 B
$EN|_GKQLAN EOTA ) %i_%%% 11222]2 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
au Keng Ee -
d kalankota@gmail, F) 04 - 250 1523
B:Z‘;i”;’:j; s u PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy T) 04 - 323 5870 PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS
atana@first.net.my [F; 04 - 323 5870
KEBUN BUNGA N1 Penaga - - N22 Tanjong : 012 - 465 0021 - Tina
YB Cheah Kah Peng [Tg 04 -826 5451 N2 Bertam - - Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
LebuniungaZd o gmal.com AEh - &l N3 Pinang ;- - N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
SUNGAI BAKAP Tunggal Beng
O P rsocon | M3 3270 || - o e -
: = : B Berangan Bunga Eong
KOMTAR N5 Sunga? Dua : - - N25 Pulau Tikus : 017 - 956 3237 - Quah
\nggﬁgrh% 8@3% o [B 81* %%; ;(0)2% Né Telok Air - - N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - .g:hhnny
= ' - Tawar ee
PAYA TERUBONG N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’'ng Chin
llBe\n@]e:nf}ySggﬁHﬂ% ol com (T) 04 - 827 8868 N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon Kota Keat
= : Jermal Keong N28 KOMTAR :010 - 811 7300 - Razin
PULAU TIKUS N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan N29 Datok : 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
e o i Dalam Keramat
YARscOhUeydap = gmar.com ' N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - NorhI;I’ayclz(ﬁ g N30 gungqi 04 - 282 6630 - Nayim
PERMATANG PASIR Jaya Mohd. Iskander inang
1B DeiK i el ek Selsimiviin [B .y N11 Permatang :010 - 406 2128 - Nurafiqah N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
RIGRasreamar. Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Lancang
$LBJKCI)T TEI(\IZ%AI-\IN 04 508 3977 N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
neaminen - 04 - 538 3871 012 - 5242549 James
plibkiiengah@gmai.com Fh 64-808 3577 N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.LLm N33 Air ltam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
PENANTI 017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee 016 - 4940705 - Janet
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871 N14 Machan :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
norlela.arifin@gmail.com [Fg 04 - 538 4871 g ° b/ i
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan Terubong Lee
$léltc%AslglNﬁkl;l?n [T} 04— 262 6630 N15 qudqng :017 - 552 8928 - Chan 016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
IS Gl : - Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai N35Batu Uban :016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
o e e O e e N16 Perai : 04-3839131 - Sri Sangar 016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
BATU UBAN j : - - Li - -
B0 rosaen s | Tengan 1TSS THMIERERN o pana 04 Jas 4700 Al
: : N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany Jerejak Shamsudin
SERI DELIMA - - . . - i
BLailsveie ieliel Revere/l kejel (} 04028 N19 Jawi : 8}; - 2(7)3 2332 - /'i'é%'uu Halim N7 Rﬁé‘dn : 812 - gg l?gg - S::nr::amzﬁg\ o
rsnrayer@yahoo.com F) 04 - 659 6611 ° 012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor N38 BOYOngLepGS' N _ Y
DAP PENANG HQ [Tg 04 - 228 8482 N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana N39 Pulau - -
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 - 228 8514 quqp 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah Beiong
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115 N21 iurlqucg - - N40 Eelﬁk - -
che ahang



SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

February 16 — 28, 2018 I N F @ m

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2018
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel o/l 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
Feldelnelinel 1. | Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
Balik Pulau.
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
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Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079
Sl Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
S. A .Veerasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 012 - 451 5938
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Nota:
Tan Chee Teong 012-401 7718 Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
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Talent is
everything,
undergrads
told

UNDERGRADUATES taking
part in the Penang Undergradu-
ates’ Conference were told to
enhance their talents and to
jump on the Industry 4.0 band-
wagon.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said Penang believes in
preparing human talent for the
digital economy.

“We do not have natural re-
sources in Penang, hence, we
have to depend on human talent.
You are our future,” he told the
undergraduates at the confer-
ence on Feb 2.

In his speech, Lim high-
lighted Penang’s achievements
since 2008 which have trans-
formed the state into becoming
cleaner, greener, safer and
healthier.

“The state will be riding on
modern information and com-
munication technologies to
move forward.

“We also believe in gender
equity and equality, where we
celebrate talent without any
discrimination on their gender.
Opportunities are available to
both men and women,” he
added.

Lim also spoke about the
state’s economic growth, the
increase in passenger traffic at
the Penang International Air-
port and the state’s welfare
programmes.

Present at the conference
was Penang Youth Develop-
ment Corporation chief execu-
tive officer Teng Kok Liang.

PrOJect delivere

promised

Story by K.H. Ong

RESIDENTS in Jalan Pahang,
Jalan Merican and its sur-
rounding areas can now have
less worry following the com-
pletion of an upgrading of the
drainage system and walk-
ways.

Komtar assemblymember
Teh Lai Heng said the project,
under the RM220 million
flood mitigation plan ap-
proved in 2016, was delivered
as promised.

“Right where I am standing
was an open drain, but it’s
now covered up and become a
walkway,” Teh told reporters
at the junction between Jalan
Pahang and Jalan Merican on
Feb 14. Also present was
MBPP engineer Nasrul Nizam
Nasri.

The Jalan Pahang-Jalan
Merican upgrading works over
a total distance of 600m cost
RM416,000 and took about
seven months to complete.

Teh said he expects the area
to be free from floods during
a rainy day, but if there is a
continuous downpour, floods
are likely to occur.

“The flood problem can be
solved if Phase Three of the
Sungai Pinang flood mitiga-
tion project is carried out. We
are still waiting for the RM150
million from the federal gov-
ernment to tackle the prob-

Teh (squatting) and Nasrul Nizam listening to a minor complaint by a resident at Jalan Pahang.

lem,” Teh said.

Teh added that MBPP will
be tackling the problem of
stagnant waters during raining
in Kuantan Road, Naning

MoU onincreasing English proficiency

Story and Pix by K.
Thaarshenii

A MEMORANDUM of Under-
standing (MoU) was signed be-
tween five parties - GPEX Central
Sdn Bhd, Penang Chung Ling
Private High School, Klang
Kwang Hua Private High School,
D’ Monte Child Care and Devel-
opment Centre and Melody Kin-
dyland.

The signing ceremony on Feb
8 was witnessed by Bukit Bend-
era MP Zairil Khir Johari.

“This is an important collabo-
ration in supporting the develop-

ment of English language among
teachers in Chinese private high
schools and in kindergartens,”
Zairil said at the ceremony.
GPEX Central Sdn Bhd is
providing training for Cambridge
English Language Assessment.
Also present at the ceremony
were GPEX Central Sdn Bhd
managing director Bryan Teow,
Penang Chung Ling Private High
School principal Ng Jooi Seah,
Klang Kwang Hua Private High
School principal Seah Kwang
Hong, D’ Monte Child Care and
Development Centre managing
director Goh Ka Tin and Melody

Kindyland director Samuel Swea.

Meanwhile, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press (Education-Asean)
regional manager Kanjna Paran-
thaman also launched the ‘Cam-
bridge Reading Adventures Pro-
gramme’ in the presence of Zairil.

Joining them were CELT-P
and CELT-S in Malaysia lead
trainer Jillian Marie Estrop, Cam-
bridge English Languange As-
sessment Southeast Asia and
Pacific regional director Lim
Cheng Pier and Cambridge Eng-
lish Language Assessment (Ma-
laysia) country head Hamidi
Halim.

Street, Perlis Road and Siam
Road “phase by phase”.
Meanwhile, he revealed
that the ongoing upgrading of
the drainage system in front of

Prangin Mall is 13% complete.

The project, costing RM10
million to help alleviate flood-
ings in the inner city, will take
18 months to complete.

MoU exchange between Ng (sitting, left) and Teow while Zairil

(standing, left) looks on.



New licensing fees for

hotels, guest houses

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Su Chin

THE Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) will impose new
licensing fees for hotels, budg-
et hotels and guest houses from
next month.

This was one of the deci-
sions approved by MBPP in its
full council monthly meeting
chaired by its mayor, Yew Tung
Seang, at the Penang City Hall
on Feb 22.

Also present were MBPP
secretary Addnan Mohd Raza-
li and its councillors.

Currently, hotels are charged
different annual licensing fees
based on their built-up area.
But under the new rates, hotels
with less than 10 rooms will
have to pay a fee of RM500 and
an additional RM10 for each
room, while budget hotels and
guest houses with less than 10
beds will be charged RM250
and an additional RMS5 for each
bed.

Homestay operators are not
affected.

“The new rates will see easy
calculations for both parties,”
said Yew, who had earlier com-
mended all involved in the
success of MBPP for being
picked as one of the winners
for the Asean Clean Tourist
City Standard 2018 in Chiang
Mai, Thailand, on Jan 26.

Apart from MBPP, Yew said
Putrajaya Corporation and
Muar Municipal Council
clinched similar ACTC awards
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Yew showmg the Asean Clean Tourist Clty Standard award won by MBPP in Chiang Mai on Jan 26. With him are Addnan (on Yew’s rlght)

and MBPP councillors.

at the ceremony.

MBPP Licensing and Public
Health Standing Committee
alternate chairman Ong Ah
Teong said existing hotels
would continue to pay the old
rates this year but new hotels,
budget hotels and guest houses
will have to pay new licensing
fees.

“The old (existing) hotels
will only be charged the same
rates as the new hotels from
next year,” said Ong, adding
that out of the 162 hotels oper-

ating with licences approved
by MBPP, seven are new ones.
On a separate matter, Ong
said food truck operators are
encouraged to go through their
associations when applying for
MBPP business licences.
“They have to operate as a
group or else it’s hard to regu-
late them. We will see where
they want to set up their busi-
nesses and then the technical
engineering department will
look into traffic impact during
their businesses from 6pm to

11pm,” Ong said.

In arecent survey conducted
by MBPP, Ong said 57% of the
1,503 respondents, including
food truck operators, the pub-
lic, commercial lot owners and
tourists, are for the legalisation
of food truck business in the
island.

MBPP also decided not to
surrender any open spaces,
stadiums or recreational parks
to the Penang Open Space and
Stadium Body set up by the
state government.

Its Planning Committee al-
ternate chairman Nur Zarina
Zakaria said after much discus-
sion and study, MBPP felt it is
capable of managing its stadi-
ums, recreational parks and
open spaces.

“The body has asked us
(MBPP) to surrender any sta-
diums, open spaces or parks we
cannot upgrade or handle, but
we felt we have done a good
job and will do better for the
public’s enjoyment and bene-
fit,” Nur Zarina said.

Lim raises land poser for Zainal Abidin

Story by Christopher Tan

THE Penang government has
sounded the alarm after the
Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) received an
application from a property
developer to build shophouses
on land initially earmarked to
build affordable houses.
Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng took Penang Umno liaison
committee chairman Datuk

Seri Zainal Abidin Osman to
task over the alleged land scan-
dal.

“Back in 2015, the piece of
land in Kampung Tok Keramat,
south Seberang Perai, was be-
lieved to have been sold below
market price to a developer by
the Penang Regional Develop-
ment Authority (Perda), be-
cause Perda claimed they want-
ed to build affordable houses
there.

“The (3.4ha) land was sold
at a RM15.2mil loss.

“But do you see any afford-
able houses built there until
today? Not a single unit of af-
fordable houses is built.

“The developer did not even
apply to the MPSP to build af-
fordable houses. Instead, an
application was submitted to
build shophouses instead,” Lim
said in his speech before taking
part in the affordable housing

groundbreaking ceremony in
Lorong Sejahtera Rakyat, Sim-
pang Ampat, on Feb 22.

Lim demanded an explana-
tion from Zainal Abidin, who
is also the special adviser to the
Prime Minister on the Northern
Corridor Economic Region
(NCER).

“A report was made to the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) by state
Health, Rural Development,

Agriculture and Agro-Based
Industry Committee chairman
Dr Afif Bahardin (in 2016)
against Perda chairman Datuk
Shabudin Yahaya to investigate
the land sale,” Lim said.

In April 2016, Shabudin was
quoted by an English daily as
saying that the piece of land
was sold below market price to
a developer because Perda
wanted affordable houses built
there.
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Parked vehicles hindrance
to garbage removal
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Purple

D /5 7 state level commemoration organized by Penang Staie Qo R

/WD 5 2 Lay for Democracy as the current govt was formed aniiang NN

Theme for IWD 2018 is 'Press For Progress

Penang For Purple’ calls for a more gender indhusive sotety

Purple symbolizes Justice & Dignity

EVENT CALENDAR @ PENANG

4 March

7 am - 12 Noon

‘RUN WITH FLYING COLORS’ AT BLUE SKY, KARPAL SINGH DRIVE, GEORGE TOWN

ORGANIZED BY JC INTERNATIONAL Email: info@jcimalaysia.cc Tel: 018 2059883

. 7.30 am - 8.30 am
LIVE PERFORMANCE ON ‘EXTRAORDINARY LIVES OF ORDINARY WOMEN’ &

- -‘LAUNCH OF WOMEN’S MOSAIC WALL AT BLUE SKY, KARPAL SINGH DRIVE, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY CITIZENS’ INITIATIVE (LEAN) Email: leanlotus@hotmail.com Tel: 012 9873130

8 am - 12 Noon

'MPSP CAR FREE MORNING @ SEBERANG PERAI'

AT JALAN TODAK, SEBERANG JAYA, SEBERANG PERAI
ORGANIZED BY MPSP & PWDC Tel: 04-5497656 (Tan Joo Tee)

10 March

T D
- 7.30am -1 pm
‘BUTTERWORTH PURPLE HERITAGE TRAIL’ & UNVEILING OF MURAL WALL

PAINTING AT RIA APARTMENT, LEBUH KAMPONG BENGGALI, BUTTERWORTH
~DRGANIZED BY THINK CITY SDN BHD & PWDC Email: nicole.thum@thinkcity.com.my Tel: 04 3136601

/ info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

4 pm-5pm
'PyRPLE ZUMBA AT PENANG YOSAKOI FESTIVAL’ AT ESPLANADE, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY PINK HIBISCUS CLUB Email: penangyosakoiparade@gmail.com Tel: 012 3909083

17 March

7.30am-1pm
‘KARNIVAL KELUARGA’ AT DATARAN STADIUM BATU KAWAN, SEBERANG PERAI SELATAN
ORGANIZED BY JKKK SETEMPAT & PWDC Email: info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

9am-12.30 pm

‘THE AMETHYST HUNT’ AT MAIN ATRIUM, THE TOP AT KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY THE TOP AT KOMTAR & PWDC Email: wecare@thetop.com.my Tel: 04 2623800

/ info@pwadc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

22 - 25 March

10 am - 10 pm

‘MUM & KIDS GO PURPLE’ AT NEW & OLD WING CONCOURSE, M MALL 020,
JALAN DATO KERAMAT, GEORGE TOWN

ORGANIZED BY M MALL 020 Email: yjlai@mmallo2o.com Tel: 016 5915560

25 March

9am-1pm

‘KONVENSYEN BRIGED WANITA PULAU PINANG 2018’

AT DEWAN PEJABAT DAERAH, JALAN BETEK, BUKIT MERTAJAM
ORGANIZED BY MMK PEMBANGUNAN WANITA, KELUARGA & KOMUNITI PULAU PINANG & PWDC
Email: wel@pwdc.org.my Tel: 012 5795990

2pm-6pm

'WOMEN EMPOWERMENT SEMINAR' AT AUDITORIUM MAJLIS PERBANDARAN
SEBERANG PERAI (MPSP), BANDAR PERDA, SEBERANG PERAI

ORGANIZED BY PERSATUAN KEBAJIKAN ASAS PULAU PINANG (PKAPP) Email: shamala.vissupramaniam@yahoo.com
Tel: 012 477 1046 (Shamala)

EVENT SUPPORTED BY :

secbegond
THE
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: 4-11 March
11am-6 pm
‘ART EXHIBITION AT THE BLACK BOX’
AT PENANG HOUSE OF MUSIC, LEVEL 4, KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BYPENANG HOUSE OF MUSIC & PWDC Email: brian@penanghouseofmusic.com Tel: 012 2157984
/ info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

5 -9 March
12 Noon -2 pm
'PURPLE POWER' AT LEVEL 3, CONCOURSE AREA, KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN

ORGANIZED BY PDC SETIA URUS SDN BHD Email: wannurizah@setiaurus.com.my Tel: 018 3727159

8 March

8am-1pm

‘SAMBUTAN HARI WANITA SEDUNIA 2018

PERINGKAT NEGERI PULAU PINANG’ AT DEWAN SRI PINANG, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY PENANG STATE & PWDC Tel: 04 6505158 (BPEN) / Email: info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

2 pm-4.30 pm
‘PURPLE CHALLENGE’ AT DEWAN SRI PINANG, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY PWDC Email: info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

11 March

8am -12 noon
‘RUN WITH SHADES’ AT TAMAN BANDARAYA/YOUTH PARK, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY WCC, MBPP & HOWEI EVENTS Email: helpdesk@howei.com Tel: 04 2280342

3 pm-6pm

FREE LIVE PERFORMANCES BY WOMEN ARTISTES

AT PENANG HOUSE OF MUSIC, LEVEL 4, KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN

ORGANIZED BY PENANG HOUSE OF MUSIC & PWDC Email: brian@penanghouseofmusic.com Tel: 012 2157984
/ info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

18 March

©eccccccccccscsssscccccccccccccccccccccscssssscssssssscccccscsssen e
8am-1pm
‘BENGKEL KRAFTANGAN KOMUNITI’ AT DESA WAWASAN, SUNGAI RAMBAI, BUKIT MERTAJAM
ORGANIZED BY PWDC Email: wee@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

24 March

R ImmImmnmnmnmnmnmnmnnonnnmnmnmnmnmononnonomnmmooonhhs
7.30am -1 pm
‘KARNIVAL KELUARGA’ AT DEWAN ORANG RAMAI, SUNGAI DUA, SEBERANG PERAI
ORGANIZED BY JKKK SETEMPAT & PWDC Email: info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

- 27 -28 March

R I nmmmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnmnononnmnmnomnononononnmnmnonoooos
8am-1pm
‘WOMEN IN ZCIENCE’ AT TECH DOME, KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN

ORGANIZED BY TECH DOME & PWDC Email: mark@techdomepenang.org Tel: 016 4734873 / info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

30 March

7.30 pm - 10.30 pm

‘PURPLE - MARKING WOMEN'S PROGRESS’

AT ST JO’S GURNEY PARAGON, GURNEY DRIVE, GEORGE TOWN

ORGANIZED BY PENANG WOMEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (PWCC) https://goo.gl/forms/MEAp804v61vmo6iyl

PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS:

HPwcc

mmarts Comrs oy Chasms

URNEY

GON Favenys

Press for Progress
International Women'’s Day
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Story by K.Thaarshe
Pix by Patmavathy

HEAVY vehicles parked by
the roadside of Kampung
Manis in Prai have been
hindering the Seberang Pe-
rai Municipal Council
(MPSP) from collecting rub-
bish at the dumpsite in the
village.

Taman Inderawasih Vil-
lage Development and Secu-
rity Committee (JKKK) sec-
retary K. Jason Raj (pix)
said the council failed to
collect the garbage from the
dumpsite on Feb 17 because
heavy vehicles were parked
nearby, preventing the trucks
from collecting the refuse as
scheduled.

“The garbage collection
was successfully carried out
on Feb 18.

“The council has also
placed a common garbage
barrel for the Kampung Ma-
nis residents to dispose their
domestic waste,” he told a
press conference on Feb 19
in Seberang Perai.

Raj said that the state
would not neglect Kampung
Manis although the village
is situated on private land.

It was reported that the
landowner of Kampung Ma-
nis is the Railway Asset
Corporation (RAC).

RAC is a Federal statu-
tory body under the Trans-
port Ministry.

It was also reported that
Deputy Chief Minister II
Prof Dr P. Ramasamy would
write to RAC to propose a
joint venture development to
raise the quality of life in
the village.

Also present were mem-
ber of JKKK Taman Indra-
wasih Jerry Leong.
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Solving Air Itam’s trafh

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE “super” traffic jams in Jalan
Air Itam, especially at the market
area, will be significantly reduced
following the official opening of
the new link from Jalan Zoo off
Jalan Air Itam to Jalan Zoo off
Jalan Kampung Pisang as well as
the upgrading of the existing roads.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who declared open the road in
Jalan Zoo on Feb 12, said traffic
flow in the area is expected to
improve by 20% and will benefit
20,000 road users.

“The completion of this project
is not only a relief to residents of
Air Itam but also of Paya Ter-
ubong, Relau and Balik Pulau,
who use Jalan Air Itam to travel
to George Town,” said Lim, who
is happy that this new link is ready
for use before Chinese New Year
which falls on Feb 16.

“Now, they have an important
alternative which will have a big
impact here. In Air Itam, we have
not just traffic jams, but super
jams. With this project, road users
can have a shortcut to Paya Ter-

ubong.

“Traffic flow can also im-
prove by 20%. Don’t think this is
a small figure. In engineering as-
pects, if you improve by 25%, it’s
the maximum.”

Also present at the ceremony
were Air Itam assemblymember
Wong Hon Wai, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) secretary
Addnan Mohd Razali, MBPP
Engineering Department acting
director A. Rajendran and con-
sultant engineer Hew Yoon
Leong.

Lim said the total cost of the
project was RM21.55 million,
with RM13.65 million for up-
grading and linking of the road
from Jalan Zoo off Jalan Air Itam
to Jalan Kampung Pisang
(769m), building of a bridge over
Sungai Air Itam (29m) and land
acquisition costing RM7.9 mil-
lion.

“This money is spent by MBPP.
The best part is that it is toll free.
The project is part of a master plan
to reduce traffic here.”

Lim said MBPPis also building
an alternative 1.4km road project
linking Bandar Baru Ayer Itam to

An aerial vie

Lebuh Bukit Jambul at a cost of
RM?275 million.

“If there is an accident in Jalan
Paya Terubong, we will have traf-
fic jams for miles. We hope with
the completion of the alternative
project, there won’t be this occur-
rence.”

Lim said MBPP would also see
that the contractor resurfaces Ja-
lan Zoo and solves other teething

T
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w of one section of Jalan Zoo that runs over Sungai Air Itam.

problems.

Wong said six houses, one
garage and two sheds were relo-
cated and their owners given cash
compensation before the project
began on Dec 29, 2015 and was
completed on Jan 31 this year.

“This project is akin to a heart
bypass because of the bad traffic
jams in Air Itam,” Wong said in
an earlier speech, adding that

many locals and tourists usually
flock to the brightly-lit Kek Lok
Si Temple and Penang Hill in Air
Itam during the Chinese New
Year.

Wong also revealed that a pub-
lic park will be opened in Kam-
pung Pisang on March 4 and an-
other public park off Jalan Zoo in
a few months’ time for the resi-
dents to enjoy a healthy lifestyle.

Maiden Qatar Airways
direct flight lands

Story by Christopher
Tan
Pix by Nur Afiqah Zainudi

PENANG is now more glob-
ally connected - thanks to
Qatar Airways’ direct flights
between Doha and Penang.

The first flight arrived at
the Penang International Air-
port from Doha at around
2.35pm on Feb 6.

The multiple award-winning
airline would have three week-
ly direct flights between Doha
and Penang - on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays.

The direct flight to Penang
is the second gateway to Ma-
laysia by the airline from
Doha.

A water salute was held at
2.40pm, witnessed by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng,
Deputy Chief Minister I Da-
tuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon and
other VIPs.

Also present at the wel-

coming ceremony were Qa-
tari Ambassador to Malaysia
Essa Mohamed Al-Mannai,
Malaysian Ambassador to
Qatar Datuk Ahmad Fadil
Shamsuddin, Qatar Airways
chief commercial officer
Ehab Amin, Qatar Airways
Southeast Asia vice-presi-
dent Jared Lee and Malaysia
Airports Holdings Berhad
managing director Datuk
Badlisham Ghazali.

ATRVWAYS Aol =
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(From third from left) Lee,
Ahmad Fadil, Lim, Ehab, Essa
Mohamed, Mohd Rashid and
Badlisham in a group photo
after welcoming the inaugural
direct flight of Qatar Airways.

A water salute welcomes
the inaugural direct flight of
Qatar Airways at the Penang
International Airport.
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maths the
Japanese way

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

THE Penang state government
upped the ante in its promotion
of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering & Maths) education
by adopting Japanese methods of
teaching mathematics at Karpal
Singh Penang Learning Centre.
“Japanese method of teaching
maths that was selected by Pen-
ang Math Platform is fun and
easy to learn as well as practical
in its application and benefit,”
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
said at the launch of the Free
Japanese Math Classes on Feb

10.

“The mastering of maths is
critical if we want to prepare our
young for competent digital
literacy. After all, the future
doesn’t count if one doesn’t
learn how to count,” he added.

“We are making the maths
classes available to everyone
especially to the children from
poorer families who want to
learn maths. It is free and the
only condition is that students
attend class,” the chief minister
noted.

There are currently 14 maths
classes which cater for primary
and secondary students includ-

The maths classes, according to Lim (left), serve to inculcate an abtitude for the subject and to cater

for students from families with modest means.

ing two free Japanese math
classes for those from the lower
income group.

A total of 121 students are
enrolled in these classes which are
held every week.

If plans by Penang Math Plat-

form go well for 2018, enrolment
would double to 240 by June this
year. Apart from studying, stu-
dents will also be taking part in
math-related events, activities,
workouts and competitions.
Also present at the event were

leti
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Seri Delima assembly member
RSN Rayer, Bukit Gelugor MP
Ramkarpal Singh, Japanese
Consul-General in Penang
Kiyoshi Itoi and Penang STEM
chief executive officer Ang Lye
Hin.

Aid for Tanjung Court water tank upgrade

EE N Ve w—

THE state government has
reached out to the residents
of Tanjung Court to help
them in the upgrading works
of the condominium’s water
tanks.

Exco for Housing, Town
and Country Planning Jag-
deep Singh announced the
good news to the residents
during his visit to the condo-
minium on Feb 11.

“The application for an
allocation under the Penang
Housing Maintenance Maxi-
mum 80% Fund (TPM80OPP)
for the upgrading works of
water tanks has been ap-
proved.

“The total cost for upgrad-
ing 28 units of water tanks is
RM299,000.

“The state will bear
RM239,000 or 80% of the
cost, while the remaining 20%
or RM59,800 will be borne by
the residents,” he said.

Jagdeep added that he will
look into the request from
the residents concerning the
repainting of the blocks.

Bukit Gelugor MP Ram-
karpal Singh, who was pre-
sent at the event, said other
issues raised by the residents
will be taken into considera-
tions as well.

“We have been here on

T
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(Front row, from fourth from left) Ramkarpal, Leong, Jagdeep, Yeoh and Rayer in a group picture with the residents.

various occasions to meet
the residents where issues
with regards to their stand-
ard of living here were
raised.

“I agree with YB Jagdeep
that the water tank which
comes under critical mainte-
nance is always a priority as

it has to do with their qual-
ity of live.

“I have submitted the ap-
plication which was given to
me by Bandar Baru Air [tam
Management concerning the
upgrading of lifts (under the
TPM8OPP) and hope we will
be coming here again bring-

ing more good news,” Ram-
karpal added.

He said Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) coun-
cillor D.Kala has installed a
safety mirror for motorists
upon the request from resi-
dents.

Also present at the event

were Paya Terubong assem-
blymember Yeoh Soon Hin,
Seri Delima assemblymem-
ber R.S.N Rayer, BBAIM
Tanjung Court building su-
pervisor Steven Leong and
representatives of residents
committee of Tanjong Court
Condominium.



Thousands in pink for love of
Penang T e

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah

SOME 7,000 over Penangites
clad in pink took part in the “I¥
Penang Walk 2018” on Feb 4.

The Skm walk was around the
heritage enclave.

The vibe of positivity and
love for Penang was up in the
air throughout the walk with
families, kids and youngsters
having lots of fun.

It was a pleasant sight to see
everyone taking part in the event
in unity.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who took part with his fa-
ther Lim Kit Siang who is the

Gelang Patah MP, Deputy Chief
Minister I Datuk Mohd Rashid
Hasnon and Deputy Chief Min-
ister II Prof. P. Ramasamy,
flagged off the event.

Also taking part were some
state exco members, assembly-
members, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Yew
Tung Seang and MBPP secre-
tary Addnan Mohd. Razali.

Lim in his speech before the
flag-off, suggested “Cun-nya
Pulau Pinang” as this year’s
theme for tourism.

“Penang’s biggest achieve-
ment is when it was given rec-
ognition as one of the cleanest
cities among the Asean coun-
tries.

—

Some of the participants taking a group picture with Lim.

“Congrats Penang, as we are
clean, healthy, green and safe.

Thus I would like to suggest
‘Cun-nya Penang to be this

year’s theme for tourism,” said

Lim.

Opposition slammed
for fake news on
‘white lanterns’

Story by Christopher Tan

OPPOSITION leaders in the state
have been taken to task over the
viral fake news on “white lan-
terns” being put up in Penang.

Tanjong MP Ng Wei Aik
slammed the irresponsible cyber-
troopers for spreading the fake
news, while alleging that the viral
fake news involved cybertroop-
ers of opposition parties.

“The news has gone viral since
Feb 4, involving cybertroopers
who claimed that the Penang
government put up a lot of white
lanterns to celebrate the Chinese
New Year.

“Photos of the lanterns in-
stalled in Jalan Cheong Fatt Tze
were taken by the cybertroopers
to give an impression that they
were telling the truth.

“In fact, the news was fake,”
Ng told a press conference in
front of the Tow Boo Keong
Temple in Jalan Cheong Fatt Tze
on Feb 5.

Ng said some 1,000 yellow
lanterns were put up by the Tow
Boo Keong Temple in Jalan
Cheong Fatt Tze in early October
last year in conjunction with their

175th anniversary celebration
and the Nine Emperor Gods Fes-
tival.

“The temple has not taken
down the lanterns because they
do not have enough manpower.
The yellow lanterns faded over
time.

“They planned to take them
down on Feb 13 this year, but
unfortunately the fake news had
gone viral.

“We want the opposition party
leaders to apologise for insulting
the Chinese community,” he said.

“Their cybertroopers did not
respect the donors of the yellow
lanterns and tried to play up reli-
gious sentiments,” he added.

Ng said he had asked Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
councillor Wong Yuee Harng to
lodge a police report over the
matter.

“We will lodge a police report
against certain opposition mem-
bers involved for spreading the
fake news.

“We will try to name those
whose identity we are able to
trace,” he said.

Ng said this was in line with
the call by Deputy Prime Minis-

Ng (right) and Wong showing the original yellow lanterns in Jalan Cheong Fatt Tze and the faded
ones hanging over them.

ter Datuk Seri Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi who warned that creators
and propagators of fake news
would be punished for their
wrongdoings.

Ng added that Eastern and
Oriental Bhd (E&O) sponsored
RM200,000 to the state to put up
Chinese New Year lanterns this
year.

“We are putting up 8,000 red
lanterns in the George Town
heritage enclave. There are no
yellow or white lanterns,” he
said.



m M
Beauty traming course In

Batu Uban

Story and Pix by Danny Ooi

ANOTHER exciting programme is
in the pipeline for the benefit of the
Batu Uban community.

Meridian Beauty Association
(PKMM) Penang branch, Lip Sin
Community Development and Se-
curity Committee and the Batu Uban
service centre are jointly organising
a beauty training programme on
March 11.

Batu Uban assemblymember Dr
T. Jayabalan said the training pro-
gramme would benefit the commu-
nity, including school leavers, single
mothers and housewives.

“We have organised many com-
munity programmes to help in hu-
man capital development.

“We believe in ‘teaching the
people how to fish, and not to fish
for them forever’.

“Participants can acquire addi-
tional skills when they take part in
the programmes,” he told a press
conference on Feb 8.

Among the programmes held
were Earn and Learn (engineering
and accounting), urban farming,
changing of engine oil for motorcy-
cles, free haircut and an open inter-
view programme.

The beauty training programme
would be held from 10.30am to noon
on March 11 at the public field in
Lorong Nipah 3, Taman Lip Sin.

Admission is free.

For retails contact / Whatsapps:
+6016-419 9846 / +604 -618 0500

Also present at the press confer-
ence were Dare & Dream’s project
manager Tracy Liew and PKMM
president Crentz Chor and personal
assistant to Jayabalan, Chan Soo
Aun.
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(From left) Chor, Jayabalan, Chan and Liew at the press conference.

Striving to be world-class
business events destination

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Alvie Cheng

PENANG has achieved a 100%
increase in the overall number of
events hosted last year.

Penang Convention and Exhi-
bition Bureau (PCEB) chief ex-
ecutive officer Ashwin Gu-
nasekeran said the overall number
of events that Penang has hosted
last year was 2,511, compared to
1,251 events recorded in 2016.

“PCEB and its partners have
also achieved the RM1b target for
Penang’s business events in 2017
with an overall Estimated Econo-
my Impact (EEI) of RM1.002b,”
Ashwin said in his speech during
the release of the PCEB 2017 edi-
tion of the business events indus-
try review on Feb 5.

The review is a result of the
year-long data collection initiative
by PCEB to document the success
of Penang’s business events in-
dustry.

The in-depth review provides
statistics and comparisons of all
the sectors and markets that con-
tribute to the business events in-
dustry in the state.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
congratulated PCEB for starting

2018 on an exciting note, with the
signing of a strategic partnership
alliance with Malaysia Airlines
Berhad.

“With the strategic partnership,
we believe that PCEB will be able
to better position and promote
Penang as the preferred business
events destination.

“I am also proud to announce
that Team Penang has completed
its first roadshow for both leisure
and business events to India.

“The Penang sales mission to
India, covering four cities - Kol-
kata, New Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru - was supported by a
delegation of 17 partners,” he
said.

Among the partners were Pen-
ang Global Tourism, hotels, des-
tination management companies,
event experts and Malaysia Air-
lines.

“The roadshow signifies that
Penang is the first state in Malay-
sia to organise its own roadshow
to India. Penang leads again!

“After India, we will also be
attending nine other trade shows
this year, namely in China, Korea,
Germany, London and United
States, which will benefit and
expand the Penang business

events market by reaching out to
more potential buyers and meet-
ing planners,” Lim said.

He added that it was the state’s
commitment to make Penang a
world-class business events des-
tination.

“It started more than eight
years ago when we decided that
we needed a world-class conven-
tion and exhibition centre,” Lim
said referring to the Setia SPICE
Convention Centre.

“Despite strong opposition
from those who can’t see the need
and prospect, we soldiered on.

“I think we have silenced the
critics after the centre was built.

“Before it was built, everyone
was afraid, fearful and opposing
it.

“After we have the centre,
people realised how important it
is for us to have it.

“This is where leadership
comes. Leadership comes from
not only making the right deci-
sion, but also making bold deci-
sions,” Lim said.

He also raised the overall EEI
target for this year to RM1.8bil.

The participants gave a re-
sounding “yes” when Lim chal-
lenged them to achieve the target.

8

Lim (right) at the release of the PCEB 2017 edition of the business
events industry review. With him is Ashwin.

Penang welcomes more
ml.lltmatl.onal companies
to invest in the state

PENANG is welcoming more
multinational companies to invest
in the state.

State Industrial Development
and International Trade, Co-oper-
atives and Community Relation
and Entrepreneur Development
Committee chairman Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon said Pen-
ang was touted as the leading state
in terms of investments in Malay-
sia.

“We have been internationally
recognised. Penang was reported
to be punching well above its
weight in the tech world through
hardware manufacturing, in the
BBC News report on Jan 22.

“With renowned multinational
automotive suppliers such as

Valeo investing in Penang, we
hope that more multinational
companies will come and invest
in the state,” Mohd Rashid, who
is also Deputy Chief Minister I,
said during the opening ceremony
of Valeo at the Perai Free Indus-
trial Zone recently.

He was representing Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng at the
event.

Also present were French
Ambassador to Malaysia Fred-
eric Laplanche and Valeo Com-
fort and Driving Assistance Sys-
tems president Marc Vrecko.

Vrecko said the opening of the
Valeo factory in Penang was a
stepping stone to grow invest-
ments in Southeast Asia.
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MPSP dedicated to combat corrpin

Story & pix by
K.Thaarshenii

THE Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council (MPSP) is com-
mitted in fighting corruption,
abuse of power and criminal
breach of trust among its staff,
council president Datuk Ro-
zali Mohamud said.

“I urge all of you to main-
tain integrity in your work and
carry out your duty with full
sincerity and responsibility,”
he told the staff during his
speech at the MPSP headquar-
ters on Feb 13.

He was speaking at the
launch of the fight bribery
campaign (GEMPUR) jointly
organised by the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) and MPSP.

Rozali later told the media
that the MPSP constantly im-
proves and simplifies the
processes involving its ser-
vices.

“Among the work processes
that have been improved are
the process of obtaining non-
risk licences, the licence for

Rozali (front row, third from right) and Abdul Aziz in a group photo at the launch of the GEMPUR campaign

companies and businesses,
establishing Provisional Per-
mit Guidelines for Manual
Vehicle Cleaning Centres,
Used Vehicle Sales Guide-
lines, and Food Truck and
Truck Service Guidelines.

“The council also organises
the ‘Customer Friendly Day’
once every three months as
one of its efforts to fight cor-
ruption,” he said.

State MACC director Datuk
Abdul Aziz Aban said the

3 o‘f‘.ﬁ

GEMPUR campaign was held
to remind civil servants to
reject and report corruption,
educate the public not to offer
bribes to civil servants, and
also to enhance the image of
public service officers.
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“We are focusing on en-
forcement agencies, regula-
tory bodies and local authori-
ties; government-linked com-
panies, and financial institu-
tions and banking sectors,” he
said.

Exempt GST on construction materials for low-cost homes, says Jagdeep

THE federal government has
been urged to exempt Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on construc-
tion materials for the building of
low-cost, low medium-cost and
affordable projects immediately
by Penang Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh.

“Why burden the lower in-
come group? It makes no sense,”
Jagdeep told reporters after
launching a free trial “Digital
Learning Programme” for 30
pupils at the Penang Digital Li-
brary on Feb 24.

“Pakatan Harapan wants GST
to be abolished. For me, the ex-
emption of GST on construction
materials for these homes should
be immediate.”

Jagdeep, who is also the Datok
Keramat assemblymember, said
the Real Estate and Housing
Developers’ Association (Rehda)
had called on the federal govern-
ment to do away with the GST
for the low-cost and affordable
homes in September last year.

He said the Penang Develop-
ment Corporation, which man-
ages the state housing projects,
had estimated that the state paid
RM162 million in GST for 11 of

the 18 projects undertaken by the
state government.

“If we include the other seven
projects, we estimate we may
have to pay a total of RM250
million in GST. Imagine what we
can do with a quarter of a billion
ringgit. We can build many more
low-cost projects or reduce the
price of the low-cost houses.

“The value of the ringgit is
going down but the cost of the
construction materials is going
up. The cost of GST is trans-

ferred to the units.”

Currently, a low-cost unit is
priced at RM42,000, a low-me-
dium cost unit RM72,500 and
affordable homes are priced
maximum RM300,000 on the
island and maximum RM250,000
for the mainland.

On a brighter note, Jagdeep
said Bank Negara had responded
positively on Friday to a round-
table talk after he wrote a letter
to its governor Tan Sri Muham-
md Ibrahim, complaining of a

high rejection rate for bank loans
by applicants of low-cost homes.

“There is no point in building
these homes when many appli-
cants for bank loans get rejected.
We need to work together for the
rakyat,” Jagdeep said.

Rehda, he said, had stated that
the rejection rate was 63% but he
felt it could be as high as 70%
based on a low-cost project built
in Bandar Cassia in Batu Kawan.
The project has 520 units of
which 320 units have been taken

up.

“Out of 1,000 names we gave
to PDC, only 300 got their ap-
plications approved by the
banks,” said Jagdeep.

From 2008 to 2017, Jagdeep
said the state government had
built 24,000 units of low-cost,
low medium-cost and affordable
homes in five districts in the
state, 17,000 such units are cur-
rently being built and 32,000
such units have been approved to
be built.

SYARAT KELAYAKAN

PINJAMAN MIKRO KREDIT

PROJEK TITIAN SAKSAMA
RAKYAT (PTSR)
NEGERI PULAU PINANG

+ Warganegara Malaysia berumur antara 18-60 tahun * Berniaga dan menetap di Pulau Pinang
+ Mempunyai lesen perniagaan dan telah berniaga sekurang-kurangnya 6 bulan

* Perlukan

Modal Tambahan? ° Ingin

Kembangkan Perniagaan? ¢ L

* Dapatkan Pinjaman Mikro Kredit PTSR Segera!!

HUBUNGI: Unit PTSR, Bahagian Pembangunan Usahawan, Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang
Bangunan Tun Dr. Lim Chong Eu, No.1, Persiaran Mahsuri, Bandar Bayan Baru, Bayan Lepas, Pulau Pinang

RM1,000 - RM6,000 (piNnJAMAN PERTAMA)
TEMPOH BAYARAN BALIK 1 TAHUN
TANPA FAEDAH

MAKSIMA RM20,000 (PINJAMAN KALI KE-2, KE-3'& KE-4)
TEMPOH BAYARAN BALIK 2 TAHUN
8% FAEDAH SETAHUN

Tel: 04-634 0111 (samb: 141/125/182/354/479) Faks: 04-642 6916
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