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Historical 

find at Fort 
Cornwallis

Story by Tanushalini Moroter

THE state government initiated the I-sejahtera 

programme starting from 2008 to enhance the 

social and economic well-being of Penangites.

The I-sejahtera programme is conducted by 

the state government annually for senior citi-

zens, single mothers, the differently-abled, 

Years 1&4 and Forms 1 & 4 students.

Yearly, a one-off payment of RM100 is 

given to single mothers, the differently-abled, 

Year 1&4 and Form 1 & 4 students.

This year the one-off payment for senior 

citizens and the differently-abled was increased 

to RM130 (previously RM100).

On top of that, newly born babies are also 

given a one-off payment of RM200 under the 

“Anak Emas” programme and under the I-

bita programme (financial assistance granted 
to students entering higher learning institu-

tions) undergraduates receive RM1,000 

(RM1,200 for those going to Sabah/Sarawak).

The senior citizen appreciation programme 

was introduced by the state in 2009 as a gesture 

of appreciation and respect as well as to honour 

senior citizens regardless of race, religion and 

political views.

Buletin Mutiara spoke to exco for environ-

ment, welfare and caring society Phee Boon 

Poh to find out more about the programmes to 
improve the quality of life of Penangites.

Eradicating hardcore poor

“To narrow the gap between the ‘have and have 

not’, firstly we have to eradicate the hardcore 
poor,” Phee said.

“To eradicate the hardcore poor we need to 

identify them first and how do we classify the poor 
people? There is always a guideline to do that.

“And we started doing it when we took over 

in 2008 and to ensure that no one is left behind we 

used RM500 income as the guideline.

“Anyone who has income below RM500, 

we will top up for them.

“On March 8 2009 we declared that, we 

have reached out to those who we can reach 

out to. It was impossible to reach out to eve-

ryone since we were still a new government 

at that time and we needed more networking 

to do so,” explained Phee on the initiatives to 

eradicate the hardcore poor in Penang.

Apart from that, the Economic Equity Agenda 

(AES) was launched in 2008 to ensure that eve-

ryone receives at least RM790 a month.

For example, if a family has five members and 
the household income is less than RM1,000 per 

month, the family’s per capita income is less than 

RM220, the state government would provide an 

“added value” of RM100 per month.

Showing appreciation to senior citizens

Phee stated that it is important to appreciate 

others and keeping to this very value, the state 

government came up with the Senior Citizen ap-

preciation programme in 2009.

“In life, we must learn to appreciate people, 

hence we started to give a one-off payment of 

RM100 yearly to senior citizens to appreciate 

and to honour them,’’ said Phee on the senior 

citizens appreciation programme which indeed 

is the first such programme in Malaysia.
Being Thoughtful

The state government, being thoughtful of the 

single mothers, introduced the “Ibu Tunggal” 

programme to provide a one-off payment of 

RM100 to single mothers.

“When thinking about who else to help in 

society, we thought of the single mothers and 

introduced the single mother programme,” 

said Phee.

Education is the way to reform the society

School children, Years 1and 4 and Forms 

1 and 4 are given importance as well by the 

state government as they are the future pillars 

of the country.

“Education is the path to constructing a bet-

ter society, as through education, an individual 

can rise above difficulties,’’ Phee said on the 
significance of the “Pelajar Emas” programme.
Closing Thoughts

Only when a government looks into the so-

cial well-being of its people can it be considered 

a government that is “whole”.

The Penang state government, which is a 

caring and loving government, has come up 

with all these programmes to improve the 

quality of life of the people here and it is done 

out of love and concern.

All this is possible as the Pakatan Harapan 

government is able to record budget surpluses 

even without GST charges.

“This is because of the clean administration 

and leadership which is based on the CAT 

principles” Phee said.

Focus on social, economic
well-being of Penangites

WELCOMING YEAR OF THE DOG: As many as 30,000 people turned up at the Chief Minister’s Open House at SPICE 
Arena on Feb 16 to celebrate Chinese New Year. SEE PAGES 3 - 5
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PADANG Kota assemblymember 

Chow Kon Yeow has urged Kedah 

Road Flats residents to regularly pay 

maintenance fees so that they can 

enjoy the benefit of having well-
maintained common property fa-

cilities

Recently, some 1,000 residents 

had to endure a lift breakdown as 

four of the lifts malfunctioned and 

the matter was brought to Chow’s 

attention.

Upon appeal from the Residents 

Association of Kedah Road Flats, 

Chow acted promptly by extending 

RM10,000 (which is a special allo-

cation from his constituency funds) 

as an immediate assistance.

“With the cooperation of sev-

eral parties, one of the two lifts was 

restored on Jan 30 by replacing the 

‘door card’, but the other lift is still 

not working as the door motor has 

stopped functioning,” Chow said 

during a press conference with the 

Kedah Road Flats residents and 

joint management body (JMB) on 

Feb 13.

“The cost for the restoration work 

on the two lifts is RM16,457. The 

cost for the repair work of the other 

two lifts is expected to be around 

RM20,352.

“With regards to this, the Kedah 

Road Flats Residents Association 

has applied for the Penang Housing 

Maintenance Maximum 80% Fund 

(TPM80PP) to the Penang Devel-

opment Corporation (the developer 

of Kedah Road Flats),” Chow 

added. 

Apart from that, Chow said more 

issues cropped up few days later 

when the water pump also stopped 

working.

To make matters worse, the spare 

pumps were also not functioning.

“This damage would have caused 

the residents to suffer without water 

supply for 48 hours or more, but with 

the cooperation of all parties it was 

successfully repaired at a cost of 

RM1,600,” he said.

Therefore, Chow, who is also the 

exco for Local government, Traffic 
Management and Flood Mitigation, 

urged all residents to cooperate with 

JMB by paying their monthly main-

tenance fees.

“Up to now, there is an outstand-

ing amount of RM115,940 though 

the flats has the lowest maintenance 
fees,” he said.

Also present were deputy chair-

man of the Residents Association of 

Kedah Road Flats Abdul Wahab 

Shaikh Mydin and former JMB 

chairman  Tay Chye Hock.

CM: GST a cause of price hikes
CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on 

Feb 21 spoke on the ill effects of 

the Goods & Services Tax (GST) 

by citing actual scenarios in which 

its financial burden is keenly felt 
by the people as opposed to the 

drop in prices of goods through 

GST as previously claimed by 

Datuk Ahmad Maslan when the 

latter was Deputy Finance Minis-

ter.

Lim was referring to an article 

which appeared in a Malay lan-

guage daily on Feb 20 that featured 

Putra Business School of Univer-

siti Putra Malaysia senior lecturer 

Dr. Ahmed Razman Abdul Latif 

who said that prices of goods have 

gone up from RM100 to at least 

RM130 over the last seven years.

“This means food priced at 

Chow (fifth from from left) and Abdul Wahab discussing issues involving Kedah Road flats.

By Me

Residents urged to pay 
maintenance fees

RM100 in 2010 has gone up to 

RM130 in 2017. Many might not 

feel it because of (a meagre) in-

crease of 3 to 4% each year but the 

rise in prices is significant during 
this seven-year period. Other 

goods also became more expen-

sive and today, 

lots of people are 

complaining,” 

Ahmed Razman 

was quoted as 

saying in the arti-

cle. 

Lim also noted 

that what Singa-

pore Finance Minister Heng Swee 

Keat announced in his Budget 

2018 speech on Feb 19 further 

reinforced the view that the GST 

rate will only go up and not down.

“He (Heng) had announced that 

the GST will increase from the 

present 7% to 9% sometime in the 

period between 2021 and 2025. 

When the GST was first imple-

mented in Singapore, it was only 

at 3%,” Lim said.

“This confirms the worldwide 
trend of the GST that once im-

posed, it only goes up. The sole 

solution available to prevent the 

GST from going up is to abolish 

it. This is what Pakatan Harapan 

is promising, to abolish the GST 

within the first 100 days upon tak-

ing power (in Putrajaya) and re-

store the previous Sales & Ser-

vices Tax (SST). The federal 

government cannot deny anymore 

that the GST causes prices to soar 

and not reduce them,” he added.

The chief minister further men-

tioned the laments by Ameer Ali 

Mydin, the managing director of 

popular hypermarket chain Mydin, 

when the latter said that hypermar-

kets and su-

permarkets in 

M a l a y s i a 

which con-

trol 50% of 

the grocery 

market are 

seeing nega-

tive growth 

because the people do not have 

money.

“In the first quarter of last year, 
the GDP grew by 5.6% but retail 

sales shrunk by 1.2% and hyper-

market sales contracted by 4.8%. 

That makes you wonder how a 

country can grow but the growth 

of hypermarkets which is the real 

basic consumption in the country, 

is negative. I think people just 

don’t have the money,” Ameer said 

in an interview earlier this month.

“Low-income economies that 

have implemented the GST have 

suffered from rising inflation and 
higher cost of living. Malaysians 

from middle class downwards are 

discovering what it is like to be 

relatively poorer where their real 

wage growth fails to keep up with 

either the rate of inflation or the 
GDP growth rate,” the chief min-

ister added.

This is what 
Pakatan Harapan 
is promising, to 
abolish the GST

– LIM
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Story by Tanushalini 

Moroter & Victor Seow

Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Year of the Dog was given a 

thunderous welcome as Malaysians, 

regardless of race and religion, 

picked up that positive vibe of 

prosperity, good luck and longevity 

and celebrated the day in unity.

Who would resist being a part of 

this vibrant festival, moreover we 

Penangites, or more fondly called 

“Penang Lang”, have always been 

a unique set of people who celebrate 

the good in whatever we see as well 

as cherish the multicultural flavour 
in our society.

On the first day of CNY (Feb 
16), the SPICE Arena was filled to 
the brim as an estimated 30,000 

people turned up at the open house 

of Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

Apart from the usual mouth-

watering dishes that gave Penang 

its reputation as a food haven, the 

crowd was further entertained by 

the “quick change of attire” perfor-

mance by husband and wife team 

Avery Chin and Sylvia Lim who 

made their entries in the Guinness 

Book of Records last year as well 

as Lee Pei Ling, who gained public 

attention through her participation 

in the “Sing! China” finale.
Lim’s wife Betty Chew was also 

seen giving ang pow to children 

who were at the open house while 

the chief minister himself obliged 

members of the public who were 

eager to take a “wefie” with him.
Among the guests present in-

cluded the Governor Tun Abdul 

Rahman Abbas and his consort Toh 

Puan Majimor Shariff, Speaker 

Datuk Law Choo Kiang, Deputy 

Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd 

Rashid Hasnon, DAP Parliamen-

tary Leader Lim Kit Siang, exco 

members Phee Boon Poh, Chong 

Eng, Danny Law, Dr Afif Bahardin, 
assemblymembers Teh Lai Heng, 

RSN Rayer and Bukit Gelugor MP 

Ramkarpal Singh.

On the second day (Feb 17), 

Abdul Rahman and Majimor, Lim, 

Rashid, state exco members, as-

semblymembers and parliamentar-

ians attended the Chinese New Year 

Open House at the Penang Chinese 

Town Hall.

Lim in his speech at the event 

said the state government will take 

efforts to ensure that the benefits of 

economic growth will be enjoyed 

by the common man.

“The state government will con-

tinue to develop Penang adhering 

to five core values.
“Building human capital, build-

ing basic infrastructures, promoting 

a cleaner, greener, healthier and 

safer city, good and clean adminis-

tration and lastly working towards 

a sustainable development to ensure 

the fruit of economic growth is 

enjoyed by everyone,” Lim said at 

the event organised by the Penang 

Chinese Town Hall.

Lim also stated that despite the 

strong economic growth, ordinary 

people do not have enough money 

to spend.

“Though the economic growth 

is good, common people do not get 

to enjoy its benefit.
“Just like what the managing 

director of Mydin Hypermarket said 

‘Malaysians are poorer despite 

strong gross domestic growth and 

they do not have enough money to 

spend’.

“Hence it is important for us to 

focus on common people in relation 

to the benefits from economic 

growth,” added Lim.

The celebration continued with 

high spirit on Feb 18 at the State 

Chinese New Year Open House on 

Beach Street which gave Penangites 

an enthralling night.

From the singing performance 

by Lee Pei Ling, to the traditional 

drum and dance performances and 

the finale of colourful fireworks, the 
people had their fair share of fun 

and enjoyment.

Lim, who spoke at the event, 

assured everyone that no effort 

would be spared by his administra-

tion to ensure the state leads in terms 

of economic performance and 

growth.

The guests of honour at the event 

were the governor and his wife.

Celebrating Lunar New Year in 
high spirits

ANYONE found committing re-

peated acts of vandalism can be 

evicted from the People’s Hous-

ing Project (PPR) under new 

guidelines by the Penang Island 

City Council (MBPP).

Sungai Pinang assemblymem-

ber Lim Siew Khim said the 

MBPP would give the culprits two 

warnings before serving them 

with an eviction notice.

“We don’t like to take this ac-

tion but what to do,” Lim said 

after presenting “angpow” to the 

senior citizens of Jalan Sungai 

PPR in Sungai Pinang on Feb 19.

She said the move is implemented 

for the sake of hundreds or thousands 

of residents as more CCTVs are in-

stalled to nab the few vandals, espe-

cially to protect lifts and other facili-

ties from being damaged.

Also present were Jalan Sungai 

Phor Thor Committee secretary 

Teong Ah Pin and treasurer Ong Lye 

Chuan and MBPP councillor Shah-

rudin Mohamed Shariff, who helped 

to distribute mandarin oranges.

According to Shahrudin, other 

residents of PPR projects under 

MBPP like in Taman Free School, 

Jalan Jetty, Kampung Kolam and 

Batu Uban had also been informed 

of MBPP’s new guidelines.

In her speech, Lim praised Jalan 

Sungai PPR residents for upkeeping 

the cleanliness of their low-cost flats.

“I dare say Jalan Sungai PPR is 

the most beautiful and cleanest PPR 

project in Penang,” said Lim.

“There is room for improvement. 

Jalan Sungai PPR is even better than 

some costlier housing projects. It had 

been used by former MBPP mayor 

Datuk Maimunah (Mohd Sharif) as 

a model under the Gender Respon-

sive Participatory Budgeting (GRPB) 

concept in its transformation.”

Lim and Shahrudin attributed 

the success of Jalan Sungai PPR to 

the participation of the residents in 

having their own choice of clean-

ers and security guards instead of 

outsourcing them.

Shahrudin said the installation of 

CCTVs has seen a reduction of 80 to 

90% of rubbish thrown indiscrimi-

nately in the flats’ area.
The 22-storey Jalan Sungai PPR 

has 525 units with about 3,000 resi-

dents. Under a RM1 million mod-

ernisation programme, two of its five 
lifts had been replaced and the re-

maining three by May this year.

To help residents there acquire 

skills, Lim said a free bakery course 

was organised at the flats for 20 
participants recently. Besides that, 

free tuition for primary students on 

four subjects – English, Bahasa 

Malaysia, Science and Mathemat-

ics – is provided.

On the “angpow” presentation 

to the seniors, Lim said it was a 

tradition to respect and remember 

the older folks.

“Sometimes we may not be so 

rich but we can be happier than the 

rich. We have to be grateful each 

day even for being able to breathe. 

I too was not born into a rich fam-

ily but we can strive (to improve 

our standard of living).”

Vandals in PPR flats may be evicted 

Lim (in red, centre) celebrating Chinese New Year together with Jalan Sungai PPR senior residents 
after the presentation of “angpow” to them.

Tossing to good luck, prosperity and longevity at Lim’s open house.
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Story by K.H. Ong

Pix by Ahmad Adil 

Muhamad

BRIGHT lanterns have added an 

air of festivity at the Esplanade 

and other parts of George Town 

in Penang after the launching of 

the lighting of the Chinese New 

Year street lanterns was held on 

Feb 9.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng 

thanked sponsors Eastern & Ori-

ental Berhad for contributing 

RM200,000 for the hanging of the 

red lanterns in George Town and 

also Nikaco for contributing 8,000 

lanterns.

Also present at the ceremony 

in Esplanade were E&O Berhad 

Group hospitality and lifestyle 

director Micheal Saxton and Ni-

kaco managing director Datuk 

Chin Poh Chye, Tanjung MP Ng 

Wei Aik and Komtar assembly-

member Teh Lai Heng.

“I also want to thank everyone 

who has made this effort possible. 

This is a city that celebrates diver-

sity, a multicultural pot where all 

the different races and different 

faiths can live together in har-

mony,” said Lim.

“And what Micheal Saxton 

said about Penang is very exciting 

because we have a lot of art and 

cultural happenings. They are 

something that we have been sup-

porting and promoting over the 

last 10 years.

“Penang has emerged from 

nothing to becoming one of the 

centres, if not the centre, of art and 

culture in Malaysia. And of course 

our wall paintings. This is not just 

testimony only of local talents but 

also foreign talents who are inter-

ested in coming here.”

Lanterns were seen strung over 

several streets like Cannon Street, 

Armenian Street, Jalan Masjid 

Kapitan Keling, King Street, 

Church Street, Bishop Street, 

Light Street, Beach Street and 

Weld Quay.

Lanterns were also hung on a 

4.7m-high structure at the Espla-

nade, thanks to the sponsorship of 

E&O.

Earlier, Saxton said E&O is 

very proud of Penang, of its non-

stop activities, of its culture and 

the arts. 

“When you walk in George 

Town today, it is much different 

than it was before. There are so 

many happenings, so many res-

taurants, cafes, museums … 

something to do.

“You can have something new 

to do in George Town each day. 

So, it’s a very exciting place to 

live. I’ve been here 14 years and 

I hope  I’m here another 14.

“So, again E&O is very proud 

to be involved in the lanterns’ 

ceremony. We love it and we are 

very happy to be here.”

DATUK Keramat assembly-

member Jagdeep Singh on Feb 

12 called on the federal govern-

ment not to treat Penang resi-

dents as “step children”.

He was referring to flood re-

lief aid promised by the federal 

government to help victims fol-

lowing the recent flood calamity 
of Nov 4 and 5.

“In all, a total of 64,128 resi-

dents have received the one-off 

aid of RM700 at the first and 
second phase of the fund,” he 

told reporters in conjunction 

with his visit to Taman Free 

School to give away calendars, 

mandarin oranges and angpow 

packets to stall owners and mar-

ket goers.

Also present were president 

of Taman Free School Residents 

Association, T.T. Low, and its 

secretary Goh Yee Wei.

Jagdeep said flood prone 

states like Kelantan and Tereng-

ganu have received aid from the 

Federal Flood Relief Fund.

“When will Penang receive 

ours, in view of the worst flood 
that hit the state recently. Why 

treat us as ‘stepchildren’?” he 

asked.

During his visit to Taman 

Free School on Feb 12, some 

1,000 pieces of mandarin or-

anges were distributed to the 

crowd at the market area.

Story by Danny Ooi

Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah 

Noorazis

THE iconic Kek Lok Si Temple in 

Air Itam was on the night of Feb 12 

transformed into a fairyland of 

lights for Chinese New Year cele-

brations on Feb 16.

Some 20,000 traditional Chinese 

lanterns and thousands of modern 

neon and LED lightings set the 

127-year-old biggest Buddhist 

temple complex in Southeast Asia 

aglow.

To cap the magnificent evening, 
a spectacular display of fireworks 
lit up the skies.

This is an annual tradition that 

draws thousands of visitors from 

around the region and beyond as it 

is a colourful sight to behold.

Earlier in the evening, the temple 

hosted a dinner for guests. 

Prayers were also held along 

with a chanting session for the 

devotees.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng 

was among the VIP guests who 

officiated at the lighting ceremony.
Seen as a symbol of peace, luck 

and prosperity, the lights at Kek Lok 

Si will be switched on daily until 

March 30.

On Chinese New Year’s Eve on 

Feb 15, the monastery will be illu-

minated all the way up to the Kuan 

Yin statue and the pavilion. Kek Lok Si Temple glowing in the night sky.

Jagdeep (left) distributing mandarin oranges and ang pow packets 
to some market goers at Taman Free School market.

(From left) Teh, Chin, Lim, Saxton and Ng launching the lighting 
of the street lanterns in Esplanade. 

Lanterns further liven up George Town

Penang folk not 
stepchildren, says Jagdeep

Kek Lok Si lights up
for Chinese New Year
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Story by Victor Seow & 

Danny Ooi 

Pix by Ahmad Adil 

Muhamad and the 

offices of Wong Hon Wai 

& Lim Siew Khim

AIR Itam assemblymember 

Wong Hon Wai and Bukit Gelu-

gor MP Ramkarpal Singh par-

ticipated in a walk-about at the 

Air Itam market on Feb 19 to 

bring Chinese New Year (CNY) 

cheer to residents there. 

With the festive atmosphere 

in the air following the CNY 

which fell on Feb 16, market 

goers and visitors were handed 

mandarin oranges, for they sym-

bolise good fortune and prosper-

ity.

“Kampung Pisang neighbour-

hood park and Zoo Road linear 

park will soon be upgraded with 

exercise equipment and walking 

tracks which are suitable for the 

old and young. And not to forget 

the recently announced free CAT 

buses which will extend to 12 

zones on the island as well as the 

mainland which will begin in 

April,” Hon Wai told the press 

after the completion of the walk-

about. 

During the walk-about Ram-

karpal even went a step further 

by getting onto a Rapid bus to 

distribute mandarin oranges to the 

passengers.

Earlier on Feb 18, assembly-

member for Sungai Pinang Lim 

Siew Khim, together with Member 

of Parliament for Jelutong Jeff Ooi 

and exco for Tourism Develop-

ment Danny Law Heng Kiang also 

met up with visitors to the Jelutong 

market to distribute mandarin or-

anges and greet market goers.

“We’re here on the third day 

of Chinese New Year hoping the 

market traders will have a pros-

perous and fruitful year,” said 

Siew Khim prior to the com-

mencement of the walk which 

also included a pair of lions.

“Today’s walk-about here is 

a continuation of our tradition 

which is always on the third day 

of Chinese New Year. It gives us 

great joy that the market goers 

and traders all have a fun time 

as the pair of lions we brought 

with us make their rounds here,” 

added Law.

Ooi, on his part, extended his 

appreciation to the Penang Is-

land City Council (MBPP) and 

Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB) 

for ensuring adequate power 

supply and keeping Jelutong 

clean throughout the festive 

season.

Meanwhile, on Feb 19 Tech 

Dome at Komtar also organised 

a Chinese New Year open house. 

Assemblymember for Komtar, 

Teh Lai Heng was the guest of 

honour. Joining him at the func-

tion were chief executive officer 
of Penang Tech Centre, Dr 

Khong Yoon Loong and its di-

rectors Datuk Wong Siew Hai 

and Datuk Lim Kok Khong.

Among the highlights at the 

open house was the walk around 

the dome by a pair of lions to 

usher in luck.

VIP guests also joined the 

crowd present in a ‘yee sang 

tossing’ to symbolise abundant 

luck and prosperity for the new 

year.

The tossing of the ‘yee sang’ for luck at Tech Dome was done by (third from left onwards) Dr Khong, 
Kok Khong, Teh and Siew Hai. 

Even a Rapid Penang bus in Air Itam was not spared by Ramkarpal 
who hopped in to distribute mandarin oranges to the commuters.

The faces of Ooi, Siew Khim and Law beamed with joy as they 
greeted the market traders with good wishes for the year.

Hon Wai definitely had an enjoyable time walking around Air Itam 
market distributing mandarin oranges to the people.

Bringing Chinese New Year cheer
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Early angpow for 
our senior citizens!

Over at Perai Maybank 
branch, Deputy Chief Minister 
II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy is 
seen helping an elderly lady 
at the steps who’s queuing 
to collect her RM130. 

Story by Victor Seow

Pix by Law Suun Ting & 

Noor Siti Nabilah 

Noorazis

SENIOR citizens in Penang 

have every reason to laugh 

while on their way to the bank 

to receive an early angpow 

from the state government. 

This is because the Penang 

Senior Citizens Appreciation 

Programme disbursed its pay-

ment of RM130, an increase of 

RM30 compared to the previ-

ous years, on Jan 27 & 28 as 

well as Feb 10 & 11.

The programme was initi-

ated in 2009 by the state gov-

ernment for  those aged 60 

years and above, and who are 

voters in Penang.

Each of the 174,247 senior 

citizens received RM130 which 

cos t  the  s ta te  government 

RM22,652,110. 

The RM30 increase from the 

p r ev ious  RM100  was  an -

nounced in the state’s 2018 

budget presented last year.

Buletin Mutiara spoke to 

some of the recipients of the 

aid. Here is what they had to 

say:

Khor Eng Choo, 83

“I live alone in a rented flat 

in Perai and I have been a 

widow for more than 10 years. 

I’m thankful that the state gov-

ernment didn’t forget senior 

citizens like me. As the lunar 

new year is approaching, I can 

make good use of the money to 

have a good meal. As I live 

alone, it’s quite troublesome to 

cook and I don’t eat much ei-

ther.”

Kang Beng Choo, 76

“I’m so happy to receive this 

RM130 Senior Citizens Apprecia-

tion payout just before the Chinese 

New Year. This will enable me to 

buy what’s needed at home to have 

a joyful reunion with my children. 

I thank the state government for 

being so considerate towards sen-

ior citizens like me.”

Koay Chee Seng, 70

“I have been most supportive of 

the state government all this while. 

The state government has done 

well in many areas and this puts 

our (senior citizens) minds at ease. 

I really appreciate this programme 

for senior citizens as it proves we 

are not neglected by the state gov-

ernment. It’s very thoughtful to 

give out the payment to us just 

before Chinese New Year. I will 

use the money to buy what’s 

needed to prepare for the celebra-

tion.” 

Lim Seng Choo, 85

“I have just had an operation to 

remove kidney stones and my 

children spent a large sum of 

money for my operation. I intend 

to keep the money from the state 

government in the bank and use it 

when needed. My children have 

made the necessary preparations 

for the Chinese New Year so I 

don’t have to buy anything.”
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PTSR for the benefit
of entrepreneurs

7

Story by Tanushalini Mo-

roter

Pix by Darwina Mohd 

Daud

THE “Program Titian Saksa-

ma Rakyat” (PTSR) which 

was introduced in 2009 by the 

state government has benefited 
many entrepreneurs in Penang.

PTSR is a microcredit 

scheme which has disbursed 

RM 13.5 million to some 

2,835 recipients through the 

Penang Development Corpo-

ration (PDC).

This programme has been 

such a great help for entrepre-

neurs as the loan that they re-

ceive helps them to expand 

their business.

The state  government 

proves that it is sensitive to-

wards the needs of all layers 

of society ranging from chil-

dren, students, mothers, senior 

citizens, entrepreneurs and so 

on.

Some of the entrepreneurs 

who had reaped the fruit of this 

programme spoke to Buletin 

Mutiara recently.

Hailing from Jawi, Ng Ai 

Mua, 32, who is the owner of 

SW Mawar Trading, was hap-

py with the programme as no 

interest is imposed for first 

timers.

Ng, a wholesaler who sup-

plies snacks such as “ubi ke-

ladi” and “keropok palem-

bang” to bakeries in Kulim, 

Sungai Petani, Ipoh and Taip-

ing, received RM5,000 last 

year.

“It is a good programme as 

there is no interest for the loan 

when we apply for the first 
time and the subsequent time 

the interest rate is even lower 

than banks,” said Ng.

“I will recommend PTSR 

to my friends who are business 

minded as this is a good source 

of help,” added Ng who is into 

this business for six years

Suguna Nadeson, 44, who 

is the owner of ‘Northern 

Metro Mart in Kampung Buah 

Pala, said the system of repay-

ment for PTSR is easy and 

convenient.

“It is very easy for us in 

terms of re-payment as the 

PDC officers come and collect 
from us and they are very 

helpful as well,” said Suguna.

According to Suguna the 

Ng.

Suguna.

Hakimullah.

application for PTSR is easy and it 

is processed fast.

“I have received the loan twice, 

and it has been very useful in expand-

ing my business,” added Suguna.

Hakimullah Khabilu, 24, the mar-

keting officer of Khabilu Penang 

Famous Muruku, is a young entre-

preneur who has benefited from the 
scheme.

“Though the amount disbursed of 

RM6,000 may seem small, for entre-

preneurs like me it can be used to pay 

the rental advance for new shop 

lots,’’ said Hakimullah.

Besides that, Hakimullah said 

PTSR participants are given the op-

portunity to take part in the expos 

related to the state government in 

Penang as well as elsewhere and this 

helps in expanding their marketing 

network.
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Story by Christopher Tan

Pix by Ahmad Adil 

Muhamad

PENANG is gearing up to be the 

host for the Asia Pacific Masters 
Games 2018 (APMG 2018) which 

is scheduled to be held from Sept 

7 to 15.

Interestingly, the APMG 2018 

is the first Asia Pacific Masters 
Games in Penang and also the 

first-ever masters multi-sport 

event in Asia!

To add thrill to the Games, lion 

dance has been included as one of 

the 21 sports to be contested.

According to the Penang 

APMG 2018 overview, the APMG 

is a global festival of sport for 

participants of eligible ages and 

all capabilities. 

There is no qualifying or selec-

tion process involved.

Participants just need to be of 

a certain age in their chosen sport. 

State Youth, Sports, Women, 

Family and Community Develop-

ment Committee chairman Chong 

Eng said Penang was honoured to 

host one of the most prestigious 

multi-sport events in the world.

“We welcome athletes from all 

around the world to take part in 

the Games,” she said.

Chong Eng added that the In-

ternational Masters Games Asso-

ciation has agreed to the applica-

tion by the organiser of APMG 

2018 to include lion dance as one 

of the 21 sports to be contested.

“I am confident that lion dance 
will be able to attract many par-

ticipants and visitors to the Games.

“The APMG 2018 lion dance 

sport competition will be held at 

Gurney Paragon Mall,” she said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng 

said 694 participants from 32 

countries have registered for the 

Games.

“The number of participants is 

expected to increase to 5,000 as 

the closing date draws near.

“We expect a minimum of 

RM20 million in economic value 

from the event,” he said before 

launching the APMG 2018 mascot 

and merchandise at Komtar on Feb 

19.

After the launching ceremony, 

‘Cun’, the grey cat mascot, made 

a special appearance to greet Lim 

and the VIPs attending the event.

‘Cun’ (Capable, United and 

Noble) was selected as the name 

of the APMG 2018 mascot.

Lim said the word “cun” in 

Bahasa Malaysia literally means 

gorgeous.

He added that “Penang Cun” 

(Penang is gorgeous) is the state’s 

tourism slogan for this year.

Also present were Deputy 

Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd 

Rashid Hasnon, state Local Gov-

ernment, Traffic Management 

and Flood Mitigation Committee 

chairman Chow Kon Yeow, Pen-

ang Health, Rural Development, 

Agriculture and Agro-Based In-

dustry Committee chairman Dr 

Afif Bahardin, state Welfare, 

Caring Society and Environment 

Committee chairman Phee Boon 

Poh, Penang Island City Council 

(MBPP) mayor Yew Tung Seang, 

MBPP secretary Addnan Mohd 

Razali and Penang APMG 2018 

chief executive officer Linda 

Geh. 

SINCE 2008, the Pakatan Hara-

pan government has been success-

fully administering Penang by 

upholding competency, account-

ability and transparency (CAT) 

and has earned the trust of the 

people.

Its CAT principles have al-

lowed the state to make savings 

which have been channeled into 

various programmes benefiting 

the people, like single mothers and 

students.

Senior citizens are happy that 

the state has taken into account 

their well-being since 2009 by 

introducing the senior citizens 

appreciation programme.

The state has already set aside 

RM22.6 million for a total 174,247 

registered senior citizens in the 

state under the programme.

This year, the annual payout 

was increased from RM100 to 

RM130 per person.

 

Alauyah Darus, 72, Bagan Ajam

“I feel very happy when the 

Penang state government comes 

forward to help senior citizens like 

us. I would use this money to buy 

some groceries and it will be help-

ful for my daily needs. I have been 

getting this aid around three 

times and this year I am more 

grateful for the increased 

amount.”

Sida Ratinasamy, 68, Bukit 

Mertajam

“Since the cost of living is 

very high nowadays, this kind 

of aid will be helpful for us at a 

needy time. This year is my 

fourth time receiving this mon-

ey and I would like to thank the 

state government for this contri-

bution. I will use this money to 

meet medical expenses. It will also 

be helpful to buy something for my 

grandchildren.” 

Latifah Hashim, 68, Bagan Ajam

“I am grateful for the aid pro-

vided by the state government espe-

cially for senior citizens. I feel proud 

to be born in Penang. Even though 

I have my children to take care of 

me, sometimes I need money for my 

daily use. In this case, this aid would 

be helpful as pocket money.” 

Baybee Niar, 73, Arowana, Se-

berang Jaya

“I will give ‘ang pow’ to my 

grandchildren using some amount 

from the money that I received. It 

feels good when getting this 

money, and I am thankful to peo-

ple who appreciate senior citizens. 

The money will be helpful for any 

emergency.”   

‘Cun’ of 
a mascot

Senior citizens 
happy with state aid

Cun giving a high-five to Lim at the APMG 2018 mascot and merchandise launching ceremony in 
Komtar. With them are Rashid (left) and Chong Eng.

Alauyah Darus.

Sida Ratinasamy. Latifah Hashim. Baybee Niar.



9February 16 – 28, 2018

Story & pix by K. Thaarshenii

PENANG Housing, Town and 

Country Planning Committee 

chairman Jagdeep Singh has 

called on Real Estate and Housing 

Developers’ Association (Rehda) 

to query Bank Negara Malaysia 

(BNM) over its (BNM) statement 

on housing loan approval rate 

posted on its website.

Jagdeep said two statements 

puzzled him – “total unsold 

homes in Malaysia highest in a 

decade” and “reiterated that un-

dersupply of affordable houses 

remained an issue”. 

“BNM has stated that the over-

all housing loan approval rate 

remains high at 73% in the second 

quarter of last year with similar 

rates observed in major states,” he 

said during a press conference on 

Feb 21.

“On the other hand, Rehda 

commented last year that the re-

jection rate for housing loans was 

as high as 60% .

“These are two contradicting 

statements. I feel that Rehda 

needs to query BNM to clarify the 

matter.

“BNM also owes us an expla-

nation as to why there is a high 

rejection rate for housing loans 

for first-time affordable housing 
home buyers.

“We have provided many af-

fordable housing projects and we 

have also received information 

regarding the high rejection rate 

for housing loans,” Jagdeep not-

ed.

He said that the issue needs to 

be addressed immediately.

“I have written to BNM Gov-

ernor Tan Sri Muhammad Ibrahim 

to have a roundtable dialogue to 

address the matter,” he added.

Story by Christopher Tan

Pix by Darwina Mohd 

Daud

PENANG celebrates yet an-

other historical breakthrough 

with two cannons being discov-

ered on the western side of Fort 

Cornwallis.

The two cannons, which are 

2.35m and 2.2m in length, have 

inscriptions on them, suggest-

ing that they date to the reign 

of King George III (1760 - 

1820).

The cannons were discov-

ered at about 2pm on Feb 19 

during the excavation of the 

moat and outer defensive struc-

tures of the fort.

Chief Minister Lim Guan 

Eng said this initiative by the 

s ta te  was overseen by the 

George Town Conservation and 

Deve lopment  Corpora t ion 

(GTCDC).

“The work is part of an effort 

to reinstate the historical moat 

and other defensive outworks 

that surround the fort.

“We made this fortuitous 

discovery during the process of 

rebuilding the moat of Fort 

Cornwallis.

“This is a very important and 

significant discovery where we 

found two cannons during the 

Chinese New Year period. 

“It is as if the state received 

double ‘angpows’ during this 

festive season,” Lim said, draw-

ing laughter from those present 

at the site.

He added the cannons were 

not even recorded in the 1877 

map which the team of archae-

ologists was referring to.

“We hope that there will be 

more discoveries after this. This 

area will be protected to allow 

the conservation and excavation 

effort to continue.

“The two cannons will be 

placed in a safe location for 

them to be studied and con-

served,” Lim said at the site on 

Feb 20.

Penang chief archaeologist 

Prof Datuk Dr Mokhtar Saidin 

said the discovery of the can-

nons was rather “surprising”.

“The early interpretation of 

the fort was that it was a ‘peace-

ful fort’.

“Now that we discovered the 

two cannons and cannonballs 

were found in the fort last year, 

early interpretations of the fort 

could be changed,” Mokhtar said.

He however explained that 

the cannonballs found in the 

fort are not the cannon projec-

tiles of the two cannons discov-

ered on Feb 19.

“One of the two cannons 

found is a big cannon and must 

be for war.

“We have asked the Chief 

Minister’s approval to bring 

back the cannons to Universiti 

Sains Malaysia for further re-

search.”

When asked about how the 

team discovered the cannons, 

Mokhtar said: “We were look-

ing for the main door of the fort 

based on the 1877 map but we 

found the two cannons instead.

“They were found buried 

some 1.2m below ground. We 

plan to research further to know 

the actual date the cannons were 

cast and whether they were 

placed or buried at the location 

we found them.” 

The excavation work was a 

collaboration between the state 

government, Think City and 

Aga Khan Trust for Culture, and 

endorsed by the Department of 

National Heritage. 

Lim (in yellow) pointing at the inscription on the cannon during 
his visit to Fort Cornwallis. With him are Deputy Chief Minister I 
Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon (right) and Mokhtar.

Jagdeep showing the letter to be sent to the BNM governor (right) 
and printout of online news of BNM (left). 

Historical find 
at the fort

EXCO for Town and Country Plan-

ning and Housing Jagdeep Singh on 

Feb 8 said civil servants will be 

given priority by the state govern-

ment in the allocation of affordable 

housing.

The state government through 

the Housing Division will include 

the requirement of “civil servants” 

as a priority for the application of 

affordable housing schemes in 

Penang. 

According to Jagdeep, although 

the Penang State Government wel-

comes development of housing 

under the 1 Malaysia Public Hous-

ing Project (PPA1M) programme, 

unfortunately, not even one such 

project has been built in Penang.

“We admit that the federal gov-

ernment has applied for the PPA1M 

project, but the project is seen to be 

not adhering to some of our techni-

cal guidelines. The state govern-

ment’s strict guidelines prohibit 

development of high-rise buildings 

on land situated 76 metres above 

sea level and other technical non-

compliance.

“The state government wel-

comes PPA1M’s efforts in provid-

ing housing schemes to civil serv-

ants but must comply with the 

conditions set out here,” he said.

“Since 2013, through Selection 

Process Enhancement Committee 

(SPEC), a total of 4,484 offers have 

been made to government servants 

in Penang for various types of af-

fordable housing ranging from 

RM42,000 to RM400,000.

“Out of this number, unfortu-

nately our records show that to-date 

only some 1,310 have actually suc-

cessfully signed up for such units, 

which is only 29.2% of the appli-

cants offered.

“This shows that the main obsta-

cle to the remaining civil servant is 

almost 70% rejection rate of bank 

loan application,” Jagdeep added.

“In fact, the Opposition in Pen-

ang had early last year agreed that 

this issue needs to be addressed, and 

signed off on a joint motion to the 

Prime Minister and Bank Negara 

Malaysia, calling upon them to ad-

dress the issue.”

Explain conflicting statements, says Jagdeep Civil servants given priority 
for affordable housing 
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Pix by Shum Jian Wei

THE Gravityz, the world’s 

highest  ropes course chal-

lenge, was officially launched 

by Chief Minister Lim Guan 

Eng at Level 65 of Komtar on 

Feb 10.

“This is a historic launch-

ing of the tallest ropes course 

challenge on the tallest build-

ing in Penang,” said Lim in 

his speech.

“At the end of this year, 

there will be bungee jumping 

or free fall. So, we are look-

ing at very exciting times in 

Penang. Of course, Penang is 

already very excit ing.  The 

eyes of the nation are on Pen-

ang.

“We are ready to take on 

the challenge. And we are not 

fearful of the eyes of the na-

tion on us because if you can 

walk this rope course, nothing 

will frighten you.”

Among those present at the 

l a u n c h  w e r e  O n l y  Wo r l d 

Group chief executive officer 

Tan Sri Richard Koh and his 

wife, Puan Sri Jean Koh, state 

secretary Datuk Seri Farizan 

Darus ,  s ta te  exco member 

Lim Hock Seng, Komtar as-

Conquer your fear of 
heights at The Gravityz!

(From left) Guan Eng, Farizan, 
Hock Seng, Wong and Low  
pose as The Gravityz crew 
are out demonstrating how 
they overcome the obstacles.
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Story by K.H. Ong 

THE images of tourists paralysed 

with fear while walking on moun-

tainside glass bridges in China 

were still vivid in my mind. 

In fact, they played tricks on me 

for days after I had signed up to 

join my Buletin Mutiara col-

leagues to take part in The Gravi-

tyz trial run at Level 65 of Komtar 

on Feb 5.

I had received videos via What-

sApp of frightened women being 

dragged by their spouse, friends or 

family members on the glass 

bridges when fear and tension 

overwhelmed them. Even men 

trembled, panicked and screamed.

The Gravityz, which is operated 

by AGC Adventure Hub Sdn Bhd, 

is the world’s highest ropes course 

challenge. Frankly, I am not one 

of those hardcore thrillseekers 

when I signed up for the challenge, 

which is conducted 239 metres 

above the ground and on the out-

side of the Komtar building. 

I was more inspired to go for it 

as one of my colleagues, who 

signed up, is 66 years old. Further-

more, quite a number of my other 

colleagues going to participate are 

female. Still, it’s no joke for any 

first-timer taking up the challenge 
that offers six obstacles along the 

90m ledge (track).

Three colleagues, however, 

decided to give it a skip – one due 

to giving birth in a few months’ 

time, another because of acropho-

bia or fear of heights, and another 

fell ill. 

The cables can withstand a total 

weight of 2,200kg, so those ex-

ceeding 100kg in weight are dis-

qualified. Only a maximum of six 
participants and two instructors are 

allowed on the platform at any one 

time. 

We were given a questionnaire 

to answer at the outset, like wheth-

er we have taken any drugs or have 

any high blood pressure. Having 

passed that physical “test”, we 

kept our belongings, like wallets, 

watches and bags in the lockers. 

Then, we were given a chilli-red 

T-shirt each, with the words “Be-

yond Confidence” printed on its 
back, to change into.

After wearing a full-body har-

ness and safety helmet under the 

staff’s guidance, we were all ready 

for action. There are two safety 

lines for the course - one for the 

participants and another for the 

instructors, in case a rescue is 

needed.

Once the door opened and I 

stepped onto the platform with 

three colleagues (Alvie Cheng, 

Cheah Lay Ping, Tan Kean Ming) 

and Oh Chin Eng (a staff in Chief 

Minister’s office), I told myself not 
to look back even though any 

participant is allowed to back out 

in the course of the challenge. 

Instructor Ashari Safar Mursa-

lin led us out to the ledge while the 

second instructor, Muhammad 

Hafizzuddin Abu Bakar, was the 
last man out to keep a watchful eye 

on us. At each obstacle, Ashari 

demonstrated what we have to do 

and then, we have to imitate. 

The first obstacle is called the 
Confidence Path. Standing on the 
ledge with my back close to the 

building was alright for me, but 

once we were told to take one step 

or two forward towards the edge 

of the ledge, I started to have but-

terflies in my stomach. Imagine 
looking down at the vehicles mov-

ing on the streets, and other small-

er structures below from such a 

dizzying height.

As we walked to the next obsta-

cle, called the High Chair, I noticed 

some of my team-mates were quite 

relaxed. Perhaps, they were begin-

ning to warm up and feeling more 

confident. 
The High Bench allowed us to 

relax and enjoy a spectacular view 

of the city. We could see the big 

letters “Gama” on the roof of the 

supermarket very clearly as it is 

situated close to Komtar.

The third obstacle, called A 

Great Bridge, was not difficult for 
me. Still, walking on the hexago-

nal-shape plates requires confi-

dence, concentration and balance.

Next up was the X-Point. This 

was scary to me because the exer-

cise required me to sit by the edge 

of the platform while taking in the 

sights of the city. The only conso-

lation was that some fresh wind 

began blowing on my face.

The fifth obstacle, called Z-

wire, or better known as Flying 

Fox, seemed to generate the most 

anxiety in my group. But it was a 

breeze to me because I had done 

Flying Fox before, even at a 

longer distance, though not at such 

a height. It took less than four 

seconds to cross from one point of 

the platform to another in about 10 

metres distance.

G-Rocky was the sixth and last 

obstacle. As they say, they save the 

best for the last. But my heart beat 

the fastest in the two stunts we 

were to demonstrate. Somehow, I 

felt Cheah Lay Ping, the only rose 

among the thorns in my group, was 

the best performer in G-Rocky.

In the first stunt, she was so cool 
while performing the Titanic pose 

made famous by actress Kate 

Winslet while in the second stunt, 

she showed no fear at all doing a 

freestyle balancing act.

So far, some 200 visitors had 

tried out The Gravityz with only 

one man not completing the 

course. According to The Gravityz 

executive director J. Hong Low, 

the man’s wife and daughter how-

ever completed the course with no 

trouble.

Hats off to both our instructors 

for engaging us in conversation 

during the challenge which helped 

calm the nerves.

I realised different participants 

have different feelings after the 

challenge lasting about 50 min-

utes. I experienced some fear, en-

joyed some fun and encountered 

one or two obstacles fairly easily.

The Gravityz is definitely an 
experience I will remember for a 

long, long time.

(From right) Oh, Cheng, Cheah, Ong, Tan, Ashari and Hafizzuddin strike a pose after finishing the 
course.

semblymember Teh Lai Heng, 

Penang Island City Council 

mayor Yew Tung Seang, PDC 

Set ia  Urus  Sdn Bhd chief 

executive officer Datuk Ang 

Choo Hong,  The  Gravi tyz 

executive director J.  Hong 

Low and operations director 

Henry Wong.

After launching The Grav-

ityz,  Lim and other guests 

were given a warm welcome 

by a lion dance troupe as they 

toured the place.

Lim and a few others later 

tried their hands at virtual 

reality (VR) simulation, much 

to the amusement of those 

present.

Lim said for this Chinese 

New Year, visitors not only 

can look forward to the tradi-

tional Open Houses but also 

have a range of exciting pro-

grammes lined up for them.

“In Penang, every day is a 

fun day. If you want to have 

an added, unforgettable and 

thrilling experience that you 

will remember for the rest of 

your life, come up here (The 

Gravityz) and show that you 

are young and face your fear 

by walking around Komtar. 

And then you will know how 

beautiful Penang is and how 

brave you are.”

E a r l i e r ,  Wo n g  t o l d  t h e 

gathering that safety is a top 

priority for them, assuring 

them that top-notch equip-

ment from Switzerland and 

Italy are used. 

In addition, he said they 

also have a qualified para-

medic and well-trained staff 

on duty.

The Gravityz operates dai-

ly, from 10am to 6pm, except 

during bad weather. 

Ticket prices range from 

RM90 to RM399, with Pen-

angi tes  enjoying a  special 

rate of RM79 and a free T-

shirt.

Tickets can be booked at 

www.thegravityz.com.

An ‘elevating’ experience
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	 கல்வி	 துணை	 அணைச்சர்	
டத்தோ	 கைலநோதன்	 	 வெளியிடட	
ஆதோரைற்ற	 தகெல்களோல்	அணணையில்	
ைரைைணடநத	 ெ்சநதபிரியோவின்	
குடும்பததினருக்கு	 ெருதததணத	
அளிப்பதோக	 வகோமதோரில்	 நணடவ்பற்ற	
வ்சய்தியோளர்	்சநதிபபில்	ைோநில	முதல்ெர்	
்ைதகு	லிம	குெோன்	எங்	வதரிவிததோர்.	
இநத	 ெழக்கில்	 ்போதிக்கப்படடெர்	 	 14	
ெயது	நிரமபிய	்பள்ளி		ைோைவி	என்்பதோல்	
அதிகோரிகள்	 ைனிதோபிைோனததுடன்	
ணகயோளுைோறுக்	்கடடுக்வகோணடோர்.	
 கல்வி	 அணைச்சர்	 வெளியிடட	
அறிக்ணக	 வ்போறுப்பற்றதோகவும	
வகோடூரைோனதோகவும	 	 விளங்குகி்றது.	
அதிகோரததுெப	 ்பதவியில்	 இருக்கும	
கல்வி	அணைச்சர்	எவெோறு	இமைோதிரியோன	
அறிக்ணகணய	வ்போதுத	தரபபில்	வெளியிட	
முடியும? 	என	கணடனம	வதரிவிததோர்.
	 என்ெ,	 இமைோதிரியோன	
ெழக்குகணளச	 சி்றநத	 முண்றயில்	

ணகயோளும	 வ்போருடடு	 	 கல்வி	 துணை	
அணைச்சர்	 டத்தோ	 கைலநோதன்	
வநறியுணர	 அைர்வுக்கு	 உட்படுததப்பட	
்ெணடும"	என	்ைலும	வதரிவிததோர்.	
	 ெ்சநதபிரியோ	 குடும்பததினர்	
அணைச்சரின்	 அறிக்ணகணய	 முறறிலும	
உணணையல்ல	என	்சோடினர்.		
	 நவீன	 வதோணலப்்பசிணயத	

அதிகாரிகள் வசந்தபிரியா வழக்க 
மனி்தாபிமானத்துடன் ்கயாள வவண்டும் - மு்தலவர்

மாநில முதல்வர் மமதகு லிம் கு்வான் எங் ்வசநதபிரியா  குடும்்பத்தினருக்கு சிறு உதவித்்தாகையாை 
ரிம3,000 ்வழங்கினார். 

(iPhone)	திருடியதோக	குற்றம	சுைததப்படடு	
தறவகோணல	 ்ைறவகோணட	 ்பள்ளி	
ைோைவி	 ெ்சநதபிரியோ	 கடநத1/2/2018-	
ஆம	 நோள்	 	 வ்ச்பரோங்	 வெயோ	 அரசு	
ைருததுெைணன		அெ்சரப	பிரிவில்	மூசசு	
திை்றல்	 கோரைைோக	 அகோல	 ைரைம	
அணடநதோர்	என்்பது	குறிபபிடததக்கது.		
	 ைோநில	 முதல்ெர்	 ்ைதகு	 லிம	

குெோன்	 எங்	 ெ்சநதபிரியோணெ	 பிரிநது	
துயரும	குடும்பததினருக்கு	தைது	ஆழநத	
அனுதோ்பதணத	 வதரிவிதது	 வகோணடு,		
சிறு	 உதவிதவதோணகயோக	 ரிை3,000	
ெழங்கினோர்.
	 வ்சய்தியோளர்	்சநதிபபில்	கலநது	
வகோணட	 ைோநில	 இரணடோம	 துணை	
முதல்ெர்	 ்்பரோசிரியர்	 ்ப.இரோை்சோமி	
இநத	ெழக்குத	வதோடர்்போக	கோெல்துண்ற	
ைறறும	 கல்வி	 அணைசசு	 வி்சோரணை	
்ைறவகோள்ளுைோறு	் கடடுக்வகோணடோர்.	
அ்த்ெணளயில்	 இநத	 ெழக்கில்	
்சமைநதப்படட	 ெ்சநதபிரியோணெ	 ்பறறிய	
அெதூ்றோன	 தகெல்கள்	 வெளியிடுெது	
வ்போறுப்பற்ற	 ைறறும	 அனுதோ்பைற்ற	
வ்சயலோகக்	கருதுெதோகக்	கூறினோர்.		
	 இநநிகழவில்	 ெ்சநதபிரியோவின்	
குடும்பததினர்	 ைறறும	 வ்ச்பரோங்	 பிண்ற	
நகரோணணைக்	 கழக	 உறுபபினர்களோன	
திரு	 ்டவிட	 ைோர்்ஷல்	 ைறறும	 ்சததிஸ்	
முனியோணடி	கலநது	வகோணடனர்.

	 பினோங்கு	 ெோழ	
மூததகுடிைக்கணள	 அங்கீகரிக்கும	
ெணகயில்	 2018-ஆம	 ஆணடுக்கோன	
தங்கததிடடம	 எடடோெது	 முண்றயோக	
இனி்த	 ைலர்நதது.	 இததிடடம	 பிண்ற	
்சடடைன்்ற	 உறுபபினரும	 பினோங்கு	
இரணடோம	 துணை	 முதல்ெருைோன	
்்பரோசிரியர்	்ப.இரோை்சோமி	தணலணையில்	
தோைோன்	 இணரோெோ்்ச	 ைலோயன்	
ெங்கியில்	நணடவ்பற்றது.
	 இநத	 ஆணடு	 சுைோர்	 3,422	
மூததகுடிைக்கள்	்சன்ைோனைோக	ரிை130.00	
வ்பறறுக்வகோணடனர்.	 இநத	 நிதியுதவி	
ெழங்கும	திடடம	இரணடு	நோடகளுக்கு	
ெழங்கப்படடது.	இநநிகழவிணன	்நரில்	
வ்சன்று	்போர்ணெயிடட	பினோங்கு	ைோநில	
இரணடோம	 துணை	 முதல்ெர்	 பினோங்கு	
ைோநில	 அரசின்	 இலஞ்ச	ஊழல்	 அற்ற	
நிர்ெோகததினோல்	 ைடடு்ை	 இததங்கத	
திடடங்கள்	 ்சோததியைோெதோகக்	

இலஞச ஊழல இலலா்த அரசால மட்டுவம ்தஙகத்திட்டம் சாத்தியமாகிறது

குறிபபிடடோர்.	 ்ைலும,	 இவெோணடு	
மூததகுடிைக்களின்	 தங்கத	 திடட	
உதவிதவதோணக	 ரிை	 100	 இருநது	
ரிை130	ஆக	அதிகரிததுள்ளது.

ைோநில	அரசின்	இநத	உதவிதவதோணகக்கு	
நன்றி	வதரிவிதது	வகோள்ெ்தோடு	ைோநில	
அரசு	 ைக்களின்	 நலனில்	 அக்கண்ற	
வ்சலுததுெணத	 பிரதிப்பலிப்பதோக	

உதவிதவதோணக	 வ்பறறுக்வகோணட	
திருைதி	அமபிகோ்பதி	 (ெயது	 67)	முதது	
வ்சய்தி	நோளிதழிடம	குறிபபிடடோர்.
	 இதனிணட்ய,	 �	 வடலிைோ	
வதோகுதியில்	 5,848	 மூததகுடிைக்கள்	
ரிை	 130.00	 உதவிதவதோணக	
வ்பறறுக்	 வகோணடனர்	 என்்பது	
குறிபபிடததக்கதோகும.

தங்ைத் திட்டத்தில நிதியுதவி ்்பற்றுக்்ைாண்ட மூத்தகுடிமக்ைள்.

பிகை ்தாகுதியில நக்ட்்பற்ை தங்ைத்திட்டத்தில 
உதவித்்தாகை ்்பற்றுக்்ைாண்ட ்்பாது 

மக்ைளு்டன் மாநில இரண்டாம் துகை முதல்வர் 
மற்றும் ்ச்பராங் பிகை நைராணகமக்ைழை 

உறுப்பினர் திரு ம்டவிட மார்்ஷல
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	 பினோங்கு	ைோநில	அரசு	2011-ஆம	ஆணடு	முதல்	
்போகோன்	 நோடோளுைன்்ற	 வதோகுதிணயச	 ்்சர்நத	 ெ்சதி	
குண்றநத	 ஆரம்பப்பள்ளி	 ைறறும	 இணடநிணலப்பள்ளி	
ைோைெர்களுக்கு	நிதியுதவியோக		ரிை484,000		ஒதுக்கீடு	
ெழங்கியுள்ளது.	
	 ்சமூகநலன்	மிக்க	ைோநில	அரசின்	ஆடசியில்	
ைோைெர்கள்	 கல்வி்கள்வியில்	 சி்றநது	 விளங்க	 ்பல	

பாகான் நாடாளுமன்ற த்தாகுதி்யச் வசர்ந்த வசதி கு்றந்த 
மாணவர்களுககு ரிம484,000   நிதி ஒதுககீடு

்போலோம	 ்சடடைன்்ற	 உறுபபினர்	 தன்்சகரன்	 கலநது	
வகோணடனர்.	
	 ைோநில	 முதல்ெருடன்	 	 அரசியல்	
தணலெர்களும	 இணைநது	 ்போகோன்	 நோடோளுைன்்ற	
வதோகுதியில்	 ்தர்நவதடுக்கப்படட	 ெ்சதி	 குண்றநத	
660	 ஆரம்பப்பள்ளி	 ைறறும	 இணடநிணலப்பள்ளி	
ைோைெர்களுக்கும	 தலோ	 ரிை100	 ஊக்கதவதோணகயோக	
ெழங்கினர்.	இததிடடததிறகு	ரிை66,000	நிதி	ஒதுக்கீடுச	
வ்சய்யப்படடது.	
 ைோைெர்கள்	 எதிர்கோலததில்	 சி்றநத	
விளங்குெதறகு	 கல்வி்ய	 ஆணி்ெரோகத	 திகழகி்றது.	
அ்தோடு	 நிபுைததுெமிக்க	 துண்றயில்	 கோல்	 தடம	
்பதிப்பதறகு	 ்பள்ளி	 முதல்	 ்பல்கணலக்கழகம	 ெணர	
அணனதது	 ்தர்சசிகளிலும	 சி்றநத	 ்தர்சசி	 வ்ப்ற	
்ெணடும"	 என	 ைோைெர்களுக்கு	 ஆக்கபபூர்ெைோன	
அறிவுணர	ெழங்கினோர்.	
	 ைோநில	அரசு	தங்கததிடடததின்	மூலம	ஒன்்றோம	
ைறறும	 நோன்கோம	 ஆணடு	 ்பயிலும	 ஆரம்பப்பள்ளி	
ைோைெர்களுக்கும	ஒன்்றோம	 ைறறும	 நோன்கோம	 ்படிெம	
்பயிலும	 இணடநிணலப்பள்ளி	 ைோைெர்களுக்கும	
ஒவவெோரு	 ஆணடும	 ஊக்கதவதோணகயோக	 ரிை100	
வகோடுக்கி்றது	.	
	 வதோடர்நது	அரசு	ைறறும	் தர்நவதடுக்கப்படட	
தனியோர்	 ்பல்கணலக்கழகம	 வ்சல்லும	 ைோைெர்களுக்கு	
ரிை1000	்சன்ைோனைோக	ெழங்கப்படும	என	கூறினோர்.

ஊக்கதவதோணக	ெழங்கி	ெருெது	குறிபபிடததக்கதோகும.	
	 பினோங்கு	 ெோழ	 அணனதது	 இன	 ைக்களும	
ைோநில	 அரசு	 ெழங்கும	 ஊக்கதவதோணக	 ைறறும	
்சன்ைோனம	 வ்பறறு	 ்பயன்வ்ப்ற	 ்ெணடும	 என	 ்ைலும	
வதரிவிததோர்.	
	 இநநிகழவில்	 ஆடசிக்குழு	 உறுபபினர்களோன		
லிம	 வ�ோக்	 வ்சங்,	 பீ	 புன்	 ்்போ	 ைறறும	 ்போகோன்	

 ஊக்ைத்்தாகை ்்பற்றுக்்ைாண்ட மாை்வர்ைளு்டன் மாநில முதல்வர் மமதகு லிம் கு்வான் எங் மற்றும் அரசியல தகல்வர்ைள்.

	 ைோநில	 இரணடோம	 துணை	
முதல்ெர்	 ்்பரோசிரியர்	 ்ப.இரோை்சோமி	
வ்ச்பரோங்	பிண்ற	நகரோணணைக்	கழகததில்	
இநதியர்களின்	 நலனுக்கோகவும	
அெர்களின்	 முன்்னற்றததிறகோகவும	
இநதியர்	 ்சமூகநல	 ்சங்கம	 அணைக்க	
்ெணடும	என	்ெணடு்கோள்	விடுததோர்.
	 வ்ச்பரோங்	 பிண்ற	 நகரோணணைக்	
கழக	ஏற்போடடில்	நணடவ்பற்ற	வ்போங்கல்	
விழோணெ	 அதிகோரபபூர்ெைோகத	 துெக்கி	
ணெதது	இவெோறு	வதரிவிததோர்.
	 வ்போருளோதோரத	 திடடமிடல்,	
கல்வி,	 ைனிதெளம,	 அறிவியல்,	
வதோழில்நுட்பம	 ைறறும	 கணடுபிடிபபு	
ஆடசிக்குழு	 உறுபபினருைோன	
்்பரோசிரியர்	்ப.இரோை்சோமி	இநதியர்	்சங்க	
உருெோக்கததின்	 மூலம	 நகரோணணைக்	
கழக	 ஊழியர்கள்	 கலோச்சோரம	 ைறறும	
்போரம்பரிய	 மிக்க	 நடெடிக்ணககள்	
்ைறவகோள்ளவும	 ஊழியர்களிணட்ய	
நடபு்றணெ	 ெளர்க்கவும	 அடிததளைோக	
விளங்கும	என	வதரிவிததோர்.
	 வ்ச்பரோங்	 பிண்ற	 நகரோணணைக்	
கழகததில்	 ்பணிபபுரியும	 ஊழியர்களில்	
8.4%	இநதியர்கள்	(352)	என	கூறினோர்.

 ்்பாங்ைல விழாவில ைலநது ்ைாண்ட நைராணகமக் ைழை ஊழியர்ைள்

இநதியர் சமூகநல சஙகம் அ்மகக வவண்டும் - வபராசிரியர்

	 "என்ெ	இநதிய	ஊழியர்களின்	
நடெடிக்ணககளுக்கு	கூடுதல்	ைதிபண்பக்	
வகோடுப்பதறகோன	 ஒரு	 ்சங்கதணத	
உருெோக்க	 விருமபுகி்்றன்,"	 என்று	
்ைலும	கூறினோர்.
	 இநதப	 வ்போங்கல்	 விழோவில்	
வ்ச்பரோங்	 பிண்ற	 நகரோணணைக்	 கழகச	

வ்சயலோளர்	 வ்போறியியலோளர்	 �ெோ	
வரோஸ்னோனி	 பிநதி	 �ஜி	 முகைது,	
அருள்மிகு	�	ைகோ	ைோரியமைன்	ஆலயத	
தணலெர்	 டத்தோ	 �	 சுபண்பயோ,		
நகரோணணைக்	 கழக	 ஊழியர்கள்	 திரு	
்டவிட	 ைோர்்ஷல்	 ைறறும	 திரு	 ்சததிஸ்	
முனியோணடி	கலநது	வகோணடனர்.
	 	 இ ர ண ட ோ ெ து	

முண்றயோக	 நணடவ்பறும	 இவவிழோவில்	
நகரோணணைக்	 கழக	 ஊழியர்கள்	
தம	 குடும்ப	 உறுபபினர்களுடன்		
இநதியர்களின்	 கலோச்சோரதணதப	
்பண்றச்சோறறும	 ெணகயில்	 இடமவ்பற்ற	
வ்போங்கல்	 ணெததல்,	 ்கோலம	 ெணரதல்	
ைறறும	 அதிர்்ஷடடக்	 குழுக்கல்		
்்போடடிகளில்	கலநது	வகோணடனர்.		

மாநில இரண்டாம் துகை முதல்வர் 
ம்பராசிரியர் ்ப.இராமசாமி
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்ப்டம் 1:
்ப்டம் 2: 

	 பினோங்கு	 ைோநில	 அரசு	
ைலிவு	 விணல	 வீடணைபபுத	 திடடததில்		
அரசு	 ஊழியர்களுக்கும	 முன்னுரிணை	
ெழங்கும	கடப்போடணட	வகோணடுள்ளது.	
இதன்	 முன்னுரிணை	 பினோங்கு	
ைோநிலததில்	 கூடடரசு	 அர்சோங்கம	
அறிமுகப்படுததிய	 ஒ்ர	 ை்லசியோ	
வ்போதுததுண்ற	 வீடணைபபுத	 திடடம	
பினோங்கில்	அணைக்கப்படோைல்	இருக்கும	
நிணலயில்	ைோநில	அரசு	இததிடடதணத	
அைல்்படுததியதோக	 வகோமதோரில்	
நணடவ்பற்ற	 வ்சய்தியோளர்	 ்சநதிபபில்	
குறிபபிடடோர்	 கிரோைம,	 நகரம	 ைறறும	
வீடணைபபுத	 திடடமிடல்	 ்்சணெக்	
குழுவின்	 ஆடசிக்குழு	 உறுபபினர்	
வெக்டிப	சிங்	டி்யோ	கூறினோர்.
	 ைததிய	 அரசு	 வ்போதுததுண்ற	
வீடணைபபுத	 திடடதணத	 பினோங்கு	
ைோநிலததில்	 அைல்்படுதத	
விணைபபிததுள்ளது.	
	 எனினும,	 ைோநில	 அரசு	

அரசு ஊழியர்களுககு மலிவு வி்ல வீடுகள் வழஙகபபட்டது - தெகடிப

	 ்பல	 ஆணடுகளோக	 நிலப	
பிரச்சணனணய	 எதிர்்நோக்கி	 ெரும	
கம்்போங்	 வையின்	 ்ரோட	 ைக்களுக்கு	
உதவும	 ்நோக்கில்	 பிண்ற	 ்சமூக	
முன்்னற்றம	 ைறறும	 ்ைம்போடடுக்	
கழக	 முயறசியில்	 	 ்பணிக்குழு	
அணைக்கப்படடுள்ளதோக	அதன்	தணலெர்	
திரு.�	்சங்கர்	பிண்ற	்்சணெ	ணையததில்	
நணடவ்பற்ற	 வ்சய்தியோளர்	 ்சநதிபபில்	
அறிவிததோர்.
	 இத்தோடடம	 வதோடர்்போக	
்பலமுண்ற	 ்்பசசு	 ெோர்தணத	
நடததியும	 இதுெணர	 அதறகோன	
தீர்வுகள்	 வகோணடுெர	 முடியோைல்	
இருப்பதறகு	 அவெடடோர	 ைக்களின்	
ஒததுணழபபின்ணையும	 ஒரு	 கோரைைோக	
அணைெதோக	்ைலும	அெர்	குறிபபிடடோர்.	
்பதது	் ்பர்	அடங்கிய	இநத	்பணிக்குழுவில்	
அத்தோடட	ைக்கள்	ைறறும	பிண்ற	்சமூக	
முன்்னற்றம	 &	 ்ைம்போடடுக்	 கழக	
உறுபபினர்கள்	இடமவ்பறுகின்்றனர்.

	 சுைோர்	 200	 ஆணடுகள்	
்பணழணை	 ெோய்நததோக	 நம்பப்படும	
இரணடு	 பீரங்கிகள்	 ெரலோறு	
புகழபவ்பற்ற	 ஃவ்போர்ட	 வகோன்ெோலிஸ்	
கணடுபபிடிக்கப்படடணத	 பினோங்கு	
ைோநில	 வதோல்வ்போருள்	 தணலணை	
ஆய்ெோளர்	 	 ்்பரோசிரியர்	 டோக்டர்	
வைோக்தோர்	்சயிடின்	உறுதிப்படுததினோர்.	
்கோடணட	அரு்க	கோல்ெோய்	் தோணடும	
்பணியில்	 ஈடுப்படடிருக்கும்்போது	
இநதப	பீரங்கிகள்	1.2மீடடர்	ஆழததில்	
கணடுபிடிக்கப்படடன.	 ்ைலும,	
இதுநோள்	ெணர	அணைதியோன	் கோடணட	
என்று	 ெர்ையிக்கப்படட	 இநத	
ஃ்்போர்ட	 வகோன்ெோலிஸ்	 ்பகுதியின்	
ெரலோறறில்	 ைோற்றம	 ஏற்படலோம	 என	
வதளிவுப்படுததினோர்.
		 2.35மீடடர்	ைறறும	2.2மீடடர்	
நீளம	 வகோணடுள்ள	 இநத	 இரணடு	
பீரங்கிகளில்	 'GR'	 எனும	 எழுதது	
வகோணடுள்ளதோல்	இது	்கோர்ஜ்	அர்சர்		
III	 (1760	 -	 1820)	 ஆணடுகளுக்கு	
இணடயில்	 ்பயன்்படுதத்படடிருக்கலோம	
என	நம்பப்படுகி்றது.	இநத	பீரங்கிகள்	
்பறறிய	 ்ைல்	 வி்பரங்கணள	 கணடறிய		
ை்லசிய	 அறிவியல்	 ்பல்கணலகழக	
ஆய்ெகததிறகு	 வகோணடு	
வ்சல்லவிருப்பதோக	டோக்டர்	வைோக்தோர்	
வதரிவிததோர்.

	 இப்பணிக்குழு	 ைததிய	
வ்ச்பரோங்	 பிண்ற	 ைோெடட	 ைறறும	 நில			
அலுெலகததுடனும	 ைோநில	 அரசுடனும	
கலநதுணரயோடி	இநநிலப	பிரச்சணனக்கு	
தகுநத	 தீர்ணெக்	 கோை	 இைக்கம	
வகோணடுள்ளது.	 என்ெ,	 கம்்போங்	
வைய்ன்	 ்ரோட	 ெடடோர	 குடிைக்கள்	
இப்பணிக்குழுவிடம	தகுநத	ஒததுணழபபு	
ெழங்கி	 இநநிலபபிரச்சணனக்குத	
தீர்வுக்கோை	 ஒததுணழபபு	 நல்குைோறு	
்கடடுக்வகோள்ளப்படுகின்்றனர்.
	 இதனிணட்ய,	 ைோநில	
அரசு	 ்பல	 ்தோடடபபு்ற	 ைக்களின்	
பிரச்சணனக்கு	நல்ல	தீர்வு	ெழங்கியுள்ளது	
குறிபபிடததக்கதோகும.	 அணணையில்	
ண்பரோம	 ்தோடட	 ைக்களுக்கு	 ைலிவு	
விணல	வீடு,	ஆலயம	ைறறும	தமிழப்பள்ளி	
இடைோற்றததிறகு	 நிலம	 ெழங்கி	
அதறகோன	 கடடுைோன	 ்பணிகணள	
வதோடங்கியது	என்்றோல்	மிணகயோகோது.

	 பினோங்கு	 ைோநில	
முதல்ெர்	 அவவிடததிறகு	 ்நரில்	
வ்சன்று	 ்போர்ணெயிடட	 பின்னர்	
வ்சய்தியோளர்களிடம	இது	பினோங்கிறகு	
சீனபவ்பருநோள்	 வகோணடோடடததில்	
கிணடதத	 இரடடிபபு	 ்பரிசுகள்	 என	
அகம	ைகிழ	ெர்ணிததோர்.	

இரண்டு ப்ழய பீரஙகிகளின் கண்டுபிடிபபு 
'ஃவபார்ட் கார்ன்வாலஸ்'  வரலாற்ற  
மாறறிய்மககலாம்- ஆராய்ச்சியாளர்

ஃ்்பார்ட  ைார்ன்்வாலஸ்
 ைணடுப்பிடிக்ைப்்படடுள்்ள இரணடு பீரங்கிைள்

கம்வபாங தமய்ன் வராட் பிரச்ச்னத் 
தீர்வுககாண புதிய பணிககுழு உருவாககம்

 ைம்ம்பாங் ்மய்ன் மராட புதிய ்பணிக்குழு உறுப்பினர்ைள்

கடல்	 ைடடததில்	 இருநது	 76	 மீடடர்	
உயரததில்	கடடடம	அணைக்க	முடியோது	
என	 நிர்ையிததுள்ள	 ்கோட்போடணட	

மீறிய	 கோரைததோல்	 ைததிய	 அரசின்	
அவவிணைப்பதணத	 நிரோகரிதததோகக்	
குறிபபிடடோர்	ஆடசிக்குழு	உறுபபினர்.

	 2013-ஆம	 ஆணடு	 வதோடங்கி	
4,484	 வ்போதுததுண்ற	 ஊழியர்கள்	
ைலிவு	 விணல	 வீடணைபபுத	 திடடததில்	
(ரிை	 42,000	 -	 ரிை	 400,000)	
விணைபபிததுள்ளனர்.	 இெர்களில்	
1,310	 அரசு	 ஊழியர்	 விணைப்பங்கள்	
ைடடு்ை	 வெறறிப	 வ்பறறுள்ளன;	 சில	
விணைப்பங்கள்	 ெங்கி	 கடனுதவி	
கோரைைோக	நிரோகரிக்கப்படடன.
	 ெங்கி	 கடனுதவி	 வதோடர்்போக	
கடநதோணடு	 அதிகைோன	 வீடணைபபு	
விணைப்பங்கள்	 நிரோகரிக்கப்படடணத	
வதோடர்நது	 ்தசிய	 ெங்கிக்கும	
பிரதைர்	 துண்ற	 அலுெலகததிறகும	
கடிதம	 அனுப்ப்கோரி	 ்சடடைன்்ற	
்ச்போநோயகர்	 டத்தோ	 லோவ	 சூ	 கியோங்	
அெர்களுக்கு	 கடிதம	 அனுபபியுள்ளதோக	
வ்சய்தியோளர்களிடம	 குறிபபிடடோர்	
ஆடசிக்குழு	உறுபபினர்	திரு.வெக்டிப.

மலிவு விகல வீடுைளுக்ைான ஒப்புதல ைடிதம் ்்பற்றுக்்ைாண்ட அரசு ஊழியர்ைளு்டன் ஆடசிக்குழு உறுப்பினர் 
திரு.்ெக்டிப் சிங் டிமயா.
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内部看来，这个州的行政团队宛如一台老旧的柴油机，惴惴不安地
沉吟，然后缓缓吐出黑烟，吵杂不已。凡此种种已经显示出这台机
器即落伍又肮脏。职是之故，槟州人民决定将整个团队以及司机换
掉，在2008年的选举时，引进了另一批人上台。这些替代者虽然欠
缺经验，但充满活力与创意，且承诺让槟州东山再起。确实，我们
并没有治理的经验，但同时我们也没有贪污腐败的经验。

振兴经济惠人民
槟政府打造福利州

过去10年以来，槟州的经济茁壮成长，欣欣向荣。而在2008年3月我们执政以前，槟州其实面临了许多不确定性，前景一片黯淡。
那阵子适逢全球金融危机，作为全球制造业枢纽的槟州，其比较成本优势每况愈下，不断被新崛起的经济体以及中国超越。

结果，一间间的工厂从槟城撤出，开始转移到中国、越南或印尼等地。
服务业和旅游业亦不好过，纷纷掉入谷底，士气低落垂头丧气。

新政府致力将槟城打造成为一个企业与福利州，用以振兴经济。作
为一个企业州，很大程度仰赖于经济和社会单位中的主要利益相关
者之间的合作，以及公共部门私营部门和人民的3P伙伴关系。而槟
州秉持能干、公信及透明的原则，最终成功振兴了经济。
论面积，槟城可能是一个小州，但我们是一个大家庭。作为一个福
利州，我们有责任互相协助，即使是最不幸的也不会被遗忘。自
2008年执政槟州至2016年，州政府已拨出4亿1200万令吉现金给槟
州人民，这是他们选择一个干净和零贪污政府的回报。
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“良好施政带来反贪红利”
首长巡视3地乐龄回馈金发放

槟州政府从2009年就开始推出乐龄人士回馈金计划，凭藉公信、能干及透明的施政方针所带来的“反贪红利”，
乐龄人士回馈金将从原有的100令吉提高到130令吉。

槟州首席部长林冠英日前马不停蹄走访其国会选区里的3家银行, 
巡视乐龄人士领取回馈金的状况。
他说，在2018年“升斗市民预算案” 中，槟州政府将有关金额调
涨，由原有的100令吉调高到130令吉。2018年第一期的乐龄人士回
馈计划中，将有17万4247人获得130令吉的援助金，发放总额高达
2265万2110令吉。此次调涨，是基于槟州政府凭藉公信、能干及透
明的施政方针所带来的“反贪红利”，用以回馈人民，特别是乐龄
人士。
今年，峇眼惹玛（5443)、峇眼达南(4261)及双溪浮油(4896)共有1
万4600乐龄人士受惠。
除此之外，槟威各地希盟州议员也亲自巡视乐龄人士回馈金发放情
况，确保一切顺顺利利。

首长林冠英与
乐龄人士回馈
金受惠者开心
合影。

乐 龄 人 士 秩
序 井 然 领 取
回馈金。

武吉淡汶区州议员刘
子健到新邦安拔银行
巡视回馈金的发放，
并感激所有参与协助
的团队成员们。

爪夷区州议员孙意志
巡视其选区内乐龄人
士 领 取 回 馈 金 的 状
况，并与长者们开心
留影。

亚依淡区州议员
黄汉伟协助乐龄
人士领取回馈金, 
并与他们交流。

光大区州议员郑来兴一
早准备就绪，等待乐龄
人士来领取回馈金。
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乐龄回馈金感恩老人家
彭文宝：启发人民饮水思源

踏进槟州福利、爱心社会及环境委员会主席彭文宝的办公室，一直传来他的助理打电话的声音，
通知乐龄人士回馈金受惠者记得过几天，几点到几点去哪里拿钱，也有很多电话打来问这问那，助理都一一的耐心回答各类问题。

槟州乐龄人士回馈金自2009年开始发放，这项计划乃是为感念、敬
重及回馈各族各宗、不分政治立场的退休人士而设。自实行计划开
始，凡在槟州境内登记为选民并超过六十岁者，即可领取有关回馈
金。
2017年，共有16万7489人在这项计划中受惠。2018年，乐龄人士回
馈金由100令吉调高到130令吉，此次调涨，是基于槟州政府凭藉公
信、能干及透明的施政方针所带来的“反贪红利”，用以回馈人
民，特别是乐龄人士。 2018年第一期的乐龄人士回馈计划中，17
万4247人获得130令吉援助金，发放总额高达2265万2110令吉。
彭文宝说，乐龄人士回馈金带出来的意义是要启发人民饮水思源，
感谢老一辈的付出，也让他们感受到州政府的爱心，政府并没有忘
记他们。
“说到、做到、钱马上到，是州政府向来所贯彻的，我们在新年
前发放回馈金，让老人家可以买年货，更是表达了政府满满的诚
意。”
乐龄人士回馈金计划是槟州政府成为福利州的其中一部分措施，一
些边界州属的居民转换成为槟州选民，以获取槟州政府所发的回馈
金。因此，希望除了雪兰莪以外的其他州属，能够跟随槟州和雪州
政府的福利计划。 槟城希盟州政府获得人民强大支持以奉行“能
干、公信、透明”的施政方针，同时也获得国际透明组织和国家稽
查司年度报告的赞扬，槟州政府为此感到自豪。 

报导：陈健敏/黄文慧

彭文宝的办公室忙着处理乐龄人士回馈金事宜。

乐龄人士回馈金受惠者有话说【	 	 	 	 	 	 	 】
许永珠（83岁）
“我自己一个人住在北赖组屋，我的
丈夫已去世超过10年了。谢谢州政府没
忘了我们这些老人家。新年要到了，
我可用这笔钱来买些吃的东西或出去
吃一顿，毕竟我一个人住，要煮一餐
有点麻烦，自己又吃不了那么多。”

康明珠（76岁）
“我很开心可以在农历新年前领到乐
龄人士回馈金，这样能让我添购一些
新年物品，开开心心的等孩子们回来
和我欢度新年。谢谢州政府那么体恤
我们这些老人家。”

林盛珠（85岁）
“我较早前腹部生石，孩子们都花了
好多钱让我动手术。拿了这笔钱，我
会好好的存进银行，以备不时之需。
孩子们都打点好了农历新年的一切物
品，所以我也不需再买什么了。”

郭志成（70岁）
“我一直以来都很支持槟州政府，州政府在每一方面
都越做越好，让我们这些老百姓很安心。我真的很感
激乐龄回馈金计划，州政府并没忽烈了我们这些老人
家，在新年之前发放这笔钱给我们，真是贴心。我会
拿这笔钱来添购新年用品。”

莎蒂亚（78岁）
“我已经领取乐龄人士
回馈金多年，感谢州政
府以民为本，关心老人
家的福利。”

阿芝栅（75岁）
“我在8年前丈夫去世后，便领取这笔钱，这笔钱对
于没工作的我，非常有意义，可以让我在有需要时应
急。”
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中政策发挥影响力 
多家中企对槟投资

槟州首席部长林冠英说，中国“海上丝绸之路”及“一带一路”的政策这几年在槟城发挥影响力，多家中国企业对槟进行投资贸易。

当中包括晶科太阳能投资1亿美元、晶澳太阳能投资1亿2000万美
元、和南通富士通微电子有限公司与AMD电子公司投资4亿3600万美
元，在槟城成立了合资公司。
他日前出席中国驻槟城总领事馆新春招待会上致辞时说，槟城将与
中国的友好省市通力合作，积极参与中国“一带一路”建设。
中国驻槟城总领事吴骏说，中国与北马地区的友好交往与合作在去
年进入了快车道，各领域交流合作成果丰硕。

当中包括在北马地区投资合作的中资企业已超过40家、中国海军舰
艇编队历史性访问槟城、首届“中国文化节”成功落幕、及中国签
证申请服务中心槟城办公室正式开业等等。
他也在会上欢迎我国各界人士参加于今年11月举办的首届中国国际
进口博览会，拓展中国市场，共同于世界各国开展国际贸易交流。
出席者包括槟州第一副首长拿督莫哈末拉昔、槟州议长拿督刘子
健、中国驻槟城副总领事张莉、领事白建文和北马区政商界领袖。

林冠英（左5起）与吴骏向与会嘉宾拜年。 精彩的中国舞蹈，赢得满堂喝采。

[          ]4500人占领土库街新春跑
喜迎新年好热闹

占领土库街新春跑（OBS CNY Run）获逾4500名民众参与，众人在乔治市古迹
区内或快或慢的奔跑着，喜迎农历新年的到来。
是项活动于早上7时开跑，全程5公里，由丹绒区国会议员黄伟益、双溪槟榔区
州议员林秀琴和槟岛市议员王宇航为活动主持挥旗礼。
黄伟益在致辞时说，槟城在农历新年期间有着许多新春活动，他呼吁大众踊跃
出席这些活动，为彼此献上祝福。
配合新春的到来，该活动也安排了高桩舞狮表演，精彩的演出博得满堂掌声。
民众也纷纷掏出手机，摄下舞狮英姿。

黄伟益/（右）颁奖予得奖者。

4500名跑者参与占领土库街新春
跑，喜迎农历新年的到来。
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为日新鞠躬尽粹50年
郑奕南冀完成教学楼后放下担子

华校一路走来办校不易，需要靠董事部和热心人士尽心尽力，出钱出力，保住先贤留下来的文化堡垒。
在大山脚，日新国民型中学及日新独中是许多山脚下男孩女孩的母校，近年更崛起成为槟州成绩最优秀的学校之一。

毅然负起日新领军人物重任的日新国民型中学及日新独立中学董事
长拿督斯里郑奕南，在接受《珍珠快讯》访问时说，他从加入董事
会及担任两校董事长至今已有50年，对他来说办校虽不简单，但在
州政府、校友们及热爱华教人士的鼎力支持，出钱出力之下，让日
新国民型中学及日新独立中学越办越好，更成功在威南设立分校。
“我们一路走来面对的挑战是很难获得联邦政府协助，独中至今的
建设、教职人员薪金都是由董事会负责，联邦政府没给予任何津
贴，甚至也迟迟不承认统考。”
他遗憾，独中统考成绩都已获得世界逾百所大学的承认，唯独自己
的国家马来西亚不承认统考。“连邻国新加坡在多年前都已经承认
统考成绩，我们国家情况却是每逢大选就开始炒作指会承认统考，
大选过了却无下文，这个课题已炒了许多年，我希望联邦政府能慎
重考虑，尽快承认统考，别再让人才外流他国。”
他表示，联邦政府应持更开明的态度来实施教育政策，因不仅是独
中生无法进入本地国立大学，就连国民型中学生也难求国立大学学
位。
“独中一切的费用都是由董事会一手支撑，花了不少钱，我们想办
法去筹经费，靠很多热心人士支持。联邦政府只是负责国民型中学
的教师薪金以及学生的杂费津贴等，这些津贴是10多年前已定下的
数额，如今百物高涨，根本不够用。”

动过心脏手术被劝勿操劳
郑奕南透露，他于1967年由校友会推荐他成为日新校友会会长，随
后便担任两校董事长至今。“我很多次都想退下了，因我动过心脏
手术，医生也劝我别太操劳，需重视本身的身体状况。因此，我在
2008年宣布退休。那时我是大山脚福德振神会社团的理事长兼信理
员，也是韩江公会会长暨信理员，所有社团都退下了，只剩下独中
及国中董事长一职，因董事会不停开会挽留，要求我继续担任该
职，这一留就是10年。”
他说，日新将会在今年办百年校庆，届时他会等到日新国中教学楼
成功建竣，便会借着该平台郑重地宣布退休，并希望董事会尽早物
色适当人选来当董事长。

报导：黄文慧

国中教学楼尚欠450万经费
另一方面，郑奕南说，日新国中新行政教学楼目前尚欠450万令
吉，以进行装修、购置新家私、增添图书馆、3间科学室等设备让
学生可以在设施更完善、安全的情况下上课。
“两栋新教学楼是为了应付日趋增加的学生量，工程是通过公开招
标，并已如火如荼进行着。根据估价师的评估，总费用约2200万令
吉，若一切顺利，可在今年8月完工。”
他指出，至今为此，该校董事会所筹获的数额有约1750万令吉，还
缺450万令吉。
他非常欣慰董事会成员们多年以来都给予高度配合，互相合作，因
此两校都取得很好的成就。“日新独中学生人数是北马独中最多，
设备也相当完善，因此每年新生入学报考率是相当高，有逾800
位。但因不足课室，我们也只能收约400位学生，目前的学生有逾
2300位。”

沈志强：制度化拨款助力华校
此外，大山脚国会议员沈志强说，虽然华校在办校的过程中经历不
少风风雨雨，但日新国民型中学和日新独立中学依然成功培养出无
数人才，且也是槟城数一数二的优秀华校。
“在2008年后，州内的华校或多或少松了口气，因槟州政府每年都
有制度化拨款，反观联邦政府的拖延行事，影响华教的前进与发
展。我就拿峇冬丁宜华小教学楼的事件来说，该校苦等12年的教学
楼，终于在去年11月30日获得联邦政府批准建立，这些拖延政策，
不但影响校方的行政决策，也对想在该校报读的学生，在该校现有
的课室无法容纳庞大学生量的情况下，被逼舟车劳顿到更远的学校
求学。”

日新国民型中学近年成绩出色。 为日新贡献良多的郑奕
南。

大山脚国会议员沈志强（右三）及负责华教事务的章瑛行
政议员（右二），大力支持日新的活动。



助建空中教学楼 
槟政府拨50万予韩大

槟州政府拨款50万令吉予在去年10月升格的韩江传媒大学学院，作为建设该院空中教学楼的软硬体设施之用。

槟州首席部长林冠英说，州政府对于能见证韩江学院升格为韩
江传媒大学学院，感到荣幸与骄傲，并对国内独中统考生多了
一个升学管道感高兴。
“南有南方大学学院，中有新纪元大学学院，而北就有韩江传
媒大学学院，落实了华社所憧憬的梦想，即南马、中马及北马
各有一间华社民办大学学院。”
他冀望韩大持续发展，作为本国、本区域教育中心，为国为民
争取与创造更多、更好的教育与荣誉。他也祝愿韩大能尽快达
到升格为大学的最终目标。
他日前在该院移交支票予该院董事长拿督斯里黄赐兴，指韩江
将斥资3000万令吉打造空中教学楼，州政府为此决定拨款50万
令吉予该院，以起到抛砖引玉的作用。

黄赐兴感谢州政府一直以来对民间教育的支持与协助，而该院
董事会一致同意委任丹斯里陈国平为韩江传媒大学学院的创校
名誉校长。而陈国平也将以个人名誉特别拨出50份奖励金予报
读该院学士学位课程的独中生，每份奖励金为5000令吉。
陈国平说，空中教学楼离地80尺，面积达3万7000平方尺，可
容纳约1500名学生。该楼的建筑经为3000万令吉，第一期的筹
款目标为1500万令吉，目前已筹获逾50%的第一期款项。而该
院预计会在农历新年后向槟岛市政厅提呈图测，并在图测获当
局批准后的一年内竣工。
出席者包括槟州政府华校事务协调委员会主席兼行政议员章
瑛、副主席兼亚依淡区州议员黄汉伟、委员许海明、李添霖、
日落洞区国会议员黄泉安、韩江传媒大学学院会务顾问丹斯
里方木山、拿督斯里祝友成、副董事长李瑜槟和拿督斯里方炎
华。

依学校需求直接存入董事会户头
林冠英促马华了解制度化拨款

槟州首席部长林冠英促请首相署部长暨马华署理总会长拿督斯
里魏家祥和教育部副部长暨马青总团长张盛闻，了解“制度化
拨款”的意思，以及行政开销和发展开销的区别。
他说，制度化拨款理应做到常年拨款、不分政党背景，只看学
校需要、及直接将拨款汇入董事会的户头。他指，槟州政府早
在今年1月，已将2018年财政预算案中的650令吉的制度化拨
款，分发予州内的华小、华中、独中和教会学校，而不是像联
邦政府般“制度化延迟拨款”。
“魏家祥指柔佛是依需求来拨款华校，但问题是，柔佛州政府
有没有像槟州政府一样，每年固定发出固定数目的款项，即是
在财政预算内的制度化拨款供各学校依需求提出申请？”

“此外，行政开销和发展开销是不可以混为一谈的。学校的行
政开销是政府的责任，发展拨款则是让华校得以继续茁壮成长
的基础。没有发展拨款，华校就会停在那边自生自灭。”
他说，希望联盟自执政槟州以来，每年制度化拨款予州内学
校，同时承认统考文凭，而马华在朝60多年，承认统考文凭的
最后一里路，走到现在还没有走完。
“大选要到了，再不承认统考，难看的就是马华公会。”
林冠英在移交槟州政府拨款50万令吉予韩江传媒大学学院做为
设立空中教学楼经费后，向媒体这么说。

林冠英（右5起）移交支票予黄赐兴和陈国平。

韩江董事会积极筹款，以在校园内建造一栋空中教学楼。
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强制安装节水设备
槟州领先盼他州也效仿

作为马来西亚唯一一个公开采取“无禁水配额”政策的州属，
槟州再次领先成为第一个要求发展商在所有新开发项目中安装节水设备(water saving devices)的州属。

槟州供水机构首席执行长拿督杰瑟尼在新闻发布会上说，槟州执行
委员会已在去年11月28日批准了该局计划书里强制安装节水设备的
建议。 
“该局将协助槟岛市政厅及威省市政局实施有关新的规定，当局的
节水设备将让民众在不改变日常生活习惯的情况下，自动节水。该
设备会在民众每使用水时，自动地减少和调节水流量和消耗量。”
他希望该措施能在通过法律程序及宪报后，尽速实施。“强制安装
节水设备，反映了槟州政府坚定不移地奉行“无禁水配额”政策，
以保障槟民及本土企业的利益。” 

杰瑟尼也指出，该节水设备已被公认为全球最有效的节水措施之
一，多国如澳洲、香港、纽西兰、新加坡、英国和美国等都积极推
动安装节水设备。
“槟州供水机构自2012年开始，就在我们自家的办公楼安装了各种
类型的节水设施，我们发现此节水设备能有效地减少14％至87％的
用水量。”
他呼吁民众近期内到该局客户服务中心试用节水设备，当局也会提
供免费的节水套件予前来试用者。
此外，他翼其他州属也能效仿槟州，强制要求发展商在新开发项目
中安装节水设备，以预防未来水源短缺的风险。

杰瑟尼讲解节水设备的用途。左起
为杰瑟尼、麦可及李碹音。

槟打造福利州
助郊区居民装自来水管[         ]

槟州政府助郊区居民安装自来水管，让多户人家摆脱多年来无水之苦。
槟州首席部长林冠英说，在获知威北郊外地区部分住户因地主不肯让行，多
年来无法在家中安装自来水水表后，而需向邻居借水或打井水来用，州政府
立即着手协助这些住户安装自来水水表。
“共有51户来自威北的人家提出申请，并获安装自来水水表。他们只需支付
100令吉的抵押金与30令吉的印花税。我将通过首长拨款，协助他们支付每户
1500令吉的安装费用予槟州供水机构，总额为7万6500。”
首长是在本那牙助民安装自来水水管仪式上，如是说。
他指，槟州希望联盟政府致力将槟城打造为福利州，推出乐领乐龄人士回馈
金、宝贝计划、大专入学援助金和的士司机补助金等利民计划，并确保这些
计划，是能够让人民看得到、摸得着和感受得到的。
苦等几十年，这些家庭终于能在自家取得自来水，居民们纷纷向槟州政府致
谢之余，还准备了丰盛一餐招待林冠英一行人。
出席者包括槟州首长特别协调官赖国平、威省市议员哈米查、莫哈末赛布和
本那牙乡委会主席胡先。

有了自来水，本那牙郊区居民方便得多了，林冠
英与居民分享喜悦。
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州政府翻新五条路组屋电梯
林冠英:不贪盈余回馈人民

五条路组屋及彩虹公寓居民新年前收到槟州政府送大礼，获得享用新电梯或获得翻新，
还装上音响系统，让居民听轻音乐，槟州首席部长林冠英也忍不住说，他非常羡慕，因为他在光大办公室的电梯也没有音乐听。

在五条路组屋和彩虹公寓电梯翻新完成仪式上，首长说，州政府了
解住在组屋的人民生活不易，所以极重视他们的需求，不断改善他
们的居住环境。
“虽然建立五条路组屋的槟州发展机构（PDC）已经无需负责这
里的事务，但州政府仍然要他们负起社会责任，出钱出力帮助居
民。”
这项翻新21台电梯行动，槟发展机构负责经费约420万令吉，居民
负责约50万。6座组屋（348、352、354、358、360、362)获得装置
新电梯，5座彩虹公寓（3、5、7、9、11）电梯获得翻新。约1800
个单位居民受惠。
林冠英希望，在获得政府协助后，组屋管理层要做好本份，而居民
也要配合，大家一起把环境顾好。
他说，由于州政府清廉，不吃钱，所以有盈余，在有盈余之下，就
能回馈人民，就像今天拨款翻新电梯。
“除此之外，州政府也推行多项惠民政策。可是联邦政府却推行消
费税，让人民受苦，也导致通货膨胀，人民要摆脱困难的日子，就
要支持希盟进军布城，成为新联邦政府，把消费税废除掉，并保持
继续发放一马援助金。”
另一方面，彭加兰哥打区州议员刘敬亿说，州政府已通过五条路组
屋区多层停车场计划，可停放两百多辆车，停车场也设有篮球场和
羽球场，届时居民的停车问题将获得舒缓，同时也拥有运动的好去
处。
曹观友行政议员和丹绒国会议员黄伟益也受邀致词。

林冠英、曹观友、刘敬亿、黄伟益等人，为五条路组屋新电梯主持
剪彩。

[            ]孙意志与威省市局配合
高渊成功花园巴刹公厕添色彩

继去年年中绘上以垃圾源头分类为题的壁画后，爪夷区州议员
孙意志再度与威省市政局配合，将爱护公物的讯息传达给民
众，在11位具有艺术才华的本地中学生的巧手下，为成功花园
公厕外墙打造一幅“爱护公厕，保持清洁”的壁画。
孙意志指出，槟州政府致力打造让槟城更绿意、干净、安全和
健康，每年都举办世界厕所日庆典，并举行各组别的厕所卫生
竞赛。“公共厕所是文明程度的展现，高渊成功花园巴刹是人
潮聚集的地方，不但有蔬果、肉类、鱼类水产、杂货等摊位，
也有熟食摊位，不乏本地和外地人前来巴刹品尝本地美食。因
此，巴刹里的公厕是不少民众一解三急之处，也是外地游客对
此感觉最为直观。”
他在威省市议员王育璇、高渊社委会秘书罗碧英和11位学生的
陪同下为壁画进行开幕时如此表示。
孙意志说，地方政府提供如公厕等基本设施，民众应一起爱护
公物，维护厕所的卫生，否则再完美的基设，缺乏民众的爱护
也会变样，到最后因厕所设施损坏而深受其害的也是民众。
他希望通过以“爱护公厕，保持清洁”的壁画能够唤醒民众爱
护公厕卫生意识。 “自2014年开始至今，这是第五幅在爪夷区
由本地中学生所完成的壁画。由此可见，高渊不乏许多具有艺
术天赋的小画家，每幅壁画陆续都有新学生加入绘制。在这些

学生的配合下，壁画在未来还会持续增加，通过此平台，也让
他们得以发挥所长，为美化高渊贡献一份力量。” 
参与绘画的11位高渊本地中学生即钟惠杨、谢彦杰、黄稚轩、
颜柔恩、颜柔柔、许嘉恩、何依玲、何艾玲、李慧丽、刘银
思、林亿儫在本地义务导师的指导下仅用4天时间完成这幅壁
画。
威省市议员王育璇也受邀致词。

在11位具有艺术才华的本地中学生的巧手下，为成功花园公
厕外墙打造一幅“爱护公厕，保持清洁”的壁画，获得孙意
志（右四）大力赞扬。
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7获ISO认证
威省市政局再创大马纪录

表现出色的威省市政局，频频获得认同，至今已获7项ISO认证，创新大马纪录！

该局是续2016年9月份荣获第6项国际标准化组织认证（ISO）后，于1月24日再次
获得第7项ISO认证，被列入大马记录大全全国唯一拥有7项ISO认证的公共机构。
威省市政局主席拿督罗查里是在北赖接领大马纪录大全证书仪式上如是透露。
当局在2015年时取得第5项认证时已获颁纪录大全，并在2016年打破该项纪录，
而如今已是第三次打破相同纪录了。
目前该局荣获的ISO认证如下：
1.品质管理体系认证（ISO 9001:2015 QMS）。
2.环境管理体系认证（ISO 14001:2015 EMS）。
3.工作卫生安全管理认证（ISO 18001:2007 OSHMS）。
4.能源管理体系认证（ISO 50001:2011 EnMS）。
5.5S环境品质管理体系认证（QEM）。
6.资讯安全管理体系认证（ISO/IEC 27001:2013 ISMS）。
7.反贿赂管理体系认证（ISO 37001:2016 ABMS）。
另一方面，罗查里也指出，该局在今年1月起开始实行一些行动，包括规定主管
们必需在早上8点至10时巡视一番及每3个月该局将对外发布评估报告。
他指出，在这2措施下，原先每日上午9时30分会议将被延迟至10点开始，以让各
部门主管在早上上午8时至10时的时间段内，可以巡视其所管辖的的范围，一边
提高各部门的工作效率。而每3个月发布一次的评估报告将透过该局官方网站、
脸书及推特对外发布，以便透过评估报告，与民众分享该局的工作成绩。

威省市政局主席拿督罗查里接领大马纪录大全证
书。

槟市厅办对话会
欢迎对财案提意见[        ]

想要针对2019年的槟岛市政厅财政预算案提
出意见吗？那么在3月3日及31日，记得参与
分别在浮罗山背民众会堂及丹绒武雅民众会
堂的“2019年财政预算案对话会”。
市政厅将于3月3日在浮罗山背民众会堂，以
及3月31日在丹绒武雅民众会堂主办对话会，
时间是当天上午9时至下午1时。
槟岛市政厅从1月开始主办对话会，让社委
会、非政府组织、民众等提出意见，以便让
市政厅能将民声意见列入明年的财政预算案
内。
槟岛市长尤端祥在敦沙顿民众会堂主持第二
场财政预算案对话会时说，通过参与活动的
民众能发表本身对市政厅财政预算案的看
法，以便市政厅能将民声纳入来年预算案
中。
他说，民众也能通过网络及柜台式参与民调
活动，而接下去还有另外2场活动，欢迎民众
出席，而整个民调将在4月杪结束。
另外，槟州妇女发展机构首席执行员王美玲
说，敦沙顿活动吸引大约54人参与，分别是
政府官员、非政府组织及社委会成员，非政
府组织分别有槟城残障人士协会及槟消费人
协会。

尤端祥与王美玲在财政预算案对话会上，聆听市民心声。
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槟	城	春	意	浓

“贺新年，祝新年，新年啊，年连年......”
街头巷尾飘扬着的新年歌曲，提醒着大家农历新年越来越靠近了。

随着时代的变迁，很多地方的年味已大不如前，
可槟城的新春气氛却随着丰富多彩的新春活动而越发浓郁多姿。

图：《珍珠快讯》档案照

从除夕夜到正月十五元宵节，一连串喜气洋洋又精彩纷呈的新
春活动将在槟城热闹上演。不少海内外游客更是不惜远道而
来，只为了感受槟城独有的欢乐年味。身为槟州子民的你，又

极乐寺春节亮灯
2月11日至3月15日
地点■亚依淡极乐寺
时间■傍晚7时至午夜12时
亮点■万盏灯笼随风飘扬，璀璨灯光将这百年古刹
烘托得更加壮观。

槟州首席部长林冠英新春团拜
年初一（2月16日，星期五）
地点■槟城国际室内体育馆（Spice Arena）
时间■早上10时至中午12时
亮点■与槟州元首、槟首长以及州内领袖相见欢，
多种美食与精彩演出陪伴你度过农历新年的第一
天。

槟州新春大团拜
年初三（2月18日，星期日）
地点■土库街
时间■下午5时至晚上11时
亮点■ 换 装健 力士 纪 录
保持者曾玉良与妻子林翠
薇，以及天才美少女李佩
玲将带来精彩演出，加上
其他多姿多彩的文化与烟
花表演，让你感受槟城独
有的新春浓郁气息。

可以这么玩！

怎么可以错过这些活动呢？
就让《珍珠快讯》为大家整理
出槟城的新春活动，告诉你，

农	 历	 新	 年

原来在槟城，
农历新年可以
这么玩。

“金犬纳福”吉祥年新春灯会展
2月15日至3月2日（除夕至正月十五）
地点■北海斗母宫
时间■晚上8时开始
亮点■十二生肖大型花灯相当吸睛，每晚更有新春
及歌舞表演。
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蛇庙请火仪式及第6届庙会
年初五（2月20日，星期二）
地点■峇六拜蛇庙
时间■傍晚6时至午夜12时
亮点■热闹的庙会及烟火表演，加上传统
请火仪式以预测槟州的经济走势。

拜天公庆典
年初八（2月23日，星期五）
地点■姓周桥与天公坛
时间■晚上8时至午夜12时
亮点■姓周桥的拜天公仪式流传百年之久，是槟州
最盛大的集体拜天公仪式，也是槟州最独特且最具
风味的民俗节庆。

“金犬纳福”吉祥年兴旺发千人齐捞生

槟城热气球嘉年华会
年初九与年初十（2月24日和25日，星期六/日）
地点■槟城马球场（Padang Polo）
时间■早上7时至晚上9时30分
亮点■坐着五彩缤纷的热气球缓缓升高，以不同的视野鸟瞰槟
城。

槟城庙会
年初十（2月25日，星期日）
地点■乔治市古迹区
时间■下午4时至晚上11时
亮点■由民间发起的槟城庙会备有各种精彩演出
与美食及文化档口，热闹非常。

元宵节
年十五（3月2日，星期五）
地点■旧关仔角
时间■傍晚7时至晚上10时30分
亮点■抛柑活动曾经是未婚女子希望觅得未来夫婿的元宵活动，
现已是一个趣味盎然的民俗节庆活动，不管已婚或未婚男女都可
享受抛柑乐。

年初七（2月22日，星期四）
地点■北海斗母宫
时间■晚上8时至晚上11时30分
亮点■欣赏大型花灯的同时，千人一同捞生，
希望今年能捞得风生水起。
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开拓直飞多哈航线
槟机场2月杪扩建

2017年全球最佳航空公司卡塔尔航空（Qatar Airways）从卡达尔首都多哈直飞槟城首航班机，
于2月6日（周二）飞抵槟城国际机场，槟州首席部长林冠英率众到机场迎接。

卡塔尔航空公司总执行长依哈阿敏较后在新闻发布会上说，卡
塔尔航空每周共有3趟航班从槟城直飞多哈，即周二、周四及周
六，并于7月份增至每周4趟，包括周日也有航班。他说，该公
司是基于市场的高需求，而做出增加航班的决定。
“从多哈直飞槟城的的飞机是波音787梦想飞机，备有22个商务
舱及232个经济舱座位。”
槟州首席部长林冠英欢迎卡塔尔航空的到来，并在会上伸出橄
榄枝，邀请该公司的货机能将槟城设为其中一个站点。
他说，槟城国际机场的去年的乘客量达到720万名乘客，相较于
2016年的660万名，增加了8%，并超过了饱和度为650万的乘
客流量。
“大马机场控股有限公司（MAHB）董事经理拿督峇里山向我
保证，他将确保槟城国际机场扩建计划如期进行，预计将在今
年内动工。”

峇里山较后在受询时指，耗资7亿令吉的槟城国际机场扩建工程
预料将在2月杪动工，未来将以新旧翼区分国际及国内航线，而
机场的乘客负荷量将从650万人次增至1200万人次。
他说，有关扩建计划将在机场范围内展开，暂时无需征地，工
程包括扩建停机坪、兴建新航厦、和一栋能容下3000个泊车位
的多层泊车场等。
“我们将在农历新年后，搬迁部分商店及航空公司，腾出空间
容纳更多乘客。一旦完成提升工程，槟城机场的乘客负荷量将
成为全马第二大。”
此外，他指移民局早前也宣布将增加11位官员以加速处理乘客
离境和入境。
出席者新闻发布会者包括槟州第一副首长拿督莫哈末拉昔、马
来西亚驻卡塔尔大使阿末法迪尔、卡塔尔驻马大使伊萨莫哈
末、槟州行政议员罗兴强、拿督阿都马烈和卡塔尔航空公司东
南区域副主席李忠强。

林 冠 英
（左5）
率 众 到
机 场 迎
接 首 航
贵宾。

槟城国际机场安排传统的喷水礼
迎接卡塔尔首航班机。

槟城国际机
场扩建工程
预料将在2月
杪动工。

12 要闻
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槟州首席部长林冠英宣布，已迈入第9届的乔治市艺术节将从2018年8月4日起至9月2日举行。
他召开记者会时说，届时，承办单位将为大家带来一系列国际与本地的精彩节目及展览，展演
节目则分为免费与售票两种。 
首长表示，乔治市艺术节总监祖西迪的想法一向极具开创性，且过去8年来的努力成果有目共
睹，因此，州政府今年将继续委任Joe Sidek Productions有限公司筹办该艺术节。
出席者尚有州秘书拿督斯里法立占、槟州水供机构首席执行员拿督杰瑟尼等。 
另外，祖西迪透露，艺术节团队至目前为此，已收到本地及世界各地将近200份的艺术提案，
并相信在截止日期前会收到更多的提案。
“今年的艺术节仍然会维持特定数量的免费节目，让民众有机会感受及接触文化与艺术的气
息。我也希望私人机构和热心人士能资助艺术节，以协助我们达到推广文化艺术的目标。”
欲知更多关于乔治市艺术节详情者，可浏览www.georgetownfestival.com。

槟岛绿色学校竞赛推介
曹观友：槟岛再循环率落后威省

掌管槟州地方政府委员会的行政议员曹观友指出，槟岛的再循环率落后威省，截至去年8月为止仅有29.08％，即6万6613吨。

“如果再循环率达致40％，以平均每月9万7000令吉计算，槟岛市
政厅料每年可节省116万令吉。”
他是在光大3楼为“槟岛市绿色学校竞赛”（未易名前为槟州绿色
学校竞赛）主持推介礼时，这么表示。
他说，州政府从去年落实垃圾源头分类政策，已突击检查槟城421
座高楼，认为该进度相当缓慢，他翼当局有必要加快速度进行检
查。

另一方面，槟岛市长尤端祥希望“槟岛市绿色学校竞赛”的参与度
能持续增加。
“该比赛可让年轻一代培养良好的4R价值观，即重新思考
(rethink)、减少(reduce)、重新使用(reuse)与及再循环
(recycle)，以助槟州迈向更干净、绿意、安全和健康的州属。”
出席者尚有槟岛市政厅秘书阿德南、槟岛教育局代表莫哈末法依
索、赞助商马星集团北马区总营运长林韶武、槟州供水机构安全与
健康部主任麦可隽、马来西亚爱护环境组织顾问坎德古玛和槟州绿
色机构副总经理胡慧清等。

阿德南(左起）、曹观友 、尤
端祥（右2）和林韶武推一起
介“槟岛市绿色学校竞赛”。

[        ]乔治市艺术节
8月4日至9月2日举行
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116本中文书上架
黄汉伟拨款助乔治市图书馆

遴选、报废以及采购委员会成员暨亚依淡区州议员黄汉伟盼槟州图书馆可提高原有的10%预算，
以增添槟州图书馆现有的母语书籍，应付日趋增加的需求量。

“在2010年时，我便在州议员会里争取槟州图书馆有必要购入中文
及淡米尔文书籍，以迎合大众的需求。随后，州议会就通过成立遴
选、报废与采购委员会小组，我们也获得了槟州图书馆的批准用
10%预算，以增添槟州图书馆现有的母语书籍。” 
他是在乔治市图书馆主持中文书籍移交仪式予槟州图书馆总监莎丽
玛时，这么表示。
这也是黄汉伟第4年拨款助该图书馆添购中文书籍。截至今日，他
已经动用选区拨款赞助共1045本母语书籍予该图书馆。 
“居住在亚依淡一带的居民，可以左右逢源，因该区不但有乔治市
图书馆，也有广受欢迎的槟城电子图书馆，非常方便。”
此外，莎丽玛指出，从今年1月开始，购买书籍已经被豁免征收消
费税，因此该单位将会考量黄汉伟的意见增加原有的10%预算于购
买中文或淡米尔文书籍。
她说，根据统计，目前全槟104间图书馆的上门人数相当鼓舞，1
年里有逾150万位阅读爱好者到槟州各区图书馆借书或阅读各类书
籍。
另外，她也提及，该单位将会在本年内展开家庭图书馆竞赛，该比
赛将被归类为乡村组别、组屋组别及花园住宅区组别，以鼓励更多
民众提升阅读风气。

黄汉伟在乔治市图书馆把中文书籍移交予槟州图书馆总监莎丽
玛。

[          ]提升市区人行道 
郑来兴:民众及障友一路通

光大区州议员郑来兴说，州政府致力提升州内的人行道及
多项建设，让民众或视障人士能在更完善的设施下通行无
阻。
“在2018年，槟岛市政厅预算将花费140万令吉以提升乔
治市内的5条人行道让行人及视障人士更有保障的行走在
街道上。”
他是在槟榔律王氏太原堂前巡视提升后的人行道时，这么
表示。该从Simpang Enam清真寺至车水路交叉口的人行道
于去年8月1日开始施工，并在今年1月28日完工。槟岛市
政厅共耗资了33万令吉提升该长400公尺的人行道。
“这已全面完工的提升设施不止方便民众使用，人行道上
的导盲砖也让视障人士更安全通行无阻。此外，该街道的
沟渠也已获得改善，我们也计划在王氏太原堂街道前兴建
一个巴士站，以方便候车客。”
另外，他也在视察槟榔律八爪鱼天桥时说，该已在去年12
月12日完工的天桥，目前安装了11架监视器，保障使用者
人身安全更达全面性，且两架升降机里外，也备有槟岛市
政厅及升降机负责单位的联络热线。
“民众若在使用升降机时遇到任何问题可联络槟岛市政厅
的热线04-2637637。”
出席者尚有槟岛市政厅工程师纳斯鲁尼占及市政厅官员。 郑来兴协助提升乔治市内的5条人行道

让行人及视障人士更有保障。
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槟重视妇女权益
章瑛：领先其他州

州政府每年注资150万令吉予槟州妇女发展机构，让有关机构肩负
并参与这项变革的工作。
她呼吁女性们积极参与各种社区活动，并通过参加地方上的组织，
如槟州政府成立的社区巾帼部队等，增强自身的能力同时贡献社
会。
章瑛日前在大山脚举行的“拥抱社区，齐齐献爱心”新年聚餐会上
致词时这么说。

拥抱社区，齐齐
献爱心新年聚餐
会反应良好，大
家度过开心的一
天。

槟州行政议员兼巴当拉浪州议员章瑛表示，槟州政府重视妇女权益，一直以来都在妇女赋权方面领先其它州属。

大山脚国会议员沈志强表示，我国患上了3K的严重疾病，即
贪污（Korupsi）、朋党资本主义（Kronisme）和窃盗统治
（Kleptokrasi）。他呼吁人民一起在即将来临的第十四届大选改
朝换代，挽救我国免于变成破产国家。”
新年聚餐会以“拥抱社区”作为主题，主要是介绍多个可让民众贡
献力量的妇女和慈善组织。有很多民众想要回馈社区，但是缺乏可
以贡献力量的平台，因此把这些社区内的妇女和慈善组织介绍给他
们也是新年聚餐会的宗旨之一，希望民众和社区组织可以凝聚力
量，让这个社会因为众人的爱心和关注而变得更加温暖。

[          ]刘敬亿赞助
丽泽分校羽球队冀成劲旅

丽泽分校新羽球队在赞助人兼彭加兰哥打区州议员刘敬亿见证
下在该校正式成立，也邀来国家著名羽球教练执教，为球队注
入新力量，冀打造成一支劲旅。
刘敬亿将赞助16位丽泽分校羽球队队员球衣、羽球器具及教练
执教费用，约1年3000令吉。他希望获选的学生认真练习，朝着
代表国家参与国际羽球赛事的宏观目标前进。
也是该校校友的刘敬亿在新羽球队推介礼上说，新成立的羽球
队将由来自槟城的混双名将陈炳顺的启蒙教练王有财以半义务
性质执教。他勉励在场的学生只要有努力，必定有回报。
该校羽球教练花了2周遴选4至6年级的16位在籍学生。有关训练
将设为每周2天，一次2小时。有关被选中的学生将会参与槟州
学联羽球赛。
丽泽分校校长陈伟伦说，该校成立羽球队的目的旨在配合教育
部规定的每位学生都必须参与最少一项体育项目。能邀请到王
有财担任教练，让学生有勇气及信心迎接每一场赛事。
出席者包括王有财、董事会财政兼校友会主席陈亚才、五条路
社区委员会主席林锋安及丽泽分校家协主席徐志浩。

获得刘敬亿赞助的丽泽分校羽球队充满朝气，力争上游。
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州政府拨款10万
姓周桥天公诞热闹举行

姓周桥天公诞预料2万人次来访，槟州政府为保障公众安全，
今年天公诞将从海墘的柴路头到台牛后路头，封路200公尺，同时严厉取缔非法小贩。

丹绒国会议员黄伟益偕姓周桥公司理事召开记者会，宣布州政府拨款
10万令吉，于2月23日年初八举行“姓周桥天公诞新春文化表演”。
“这是州政府第3年与周桥公司合作，带来天公诞文化表演。州政府
负责文化表演部份，供神仪式一切交周桥公司负责。”
他说，封路时间是初八傍晚6时开始至隔天凌晨2时30分方会开放。
槟岛市政厅也将出动取缔非法小贩，一般行动是开出250令吉传票，
最严厉的行动是当场取缔摊格，有关人士一旦要赎回被充公物品，不
但要缴付传票，同时要付仓库储存费和其他费用。
出席记者会者包括槟岛市议员王宇航、周桥公司副主席周德强、周桥
公司总务周明兴、玄母殿代表余章生和周德强等人。
另一方面，姓周桥天公诞新春文化表演邀请委内瑞拉街头杂技表演来
助阵，还有美湖高椿舞狮街头显威，2000封红包则是晚上派发，先到
先得，派完为止。
周德强指出，周桥今年一如往年，摆出逾百尺长、10尺高供桌，供桥
上人家和善信，供奉天公。周桥公司将于当天下午2时30分，从民众
会堂出发到红灯角玄母殿，迎接玉皇大帝金身。大队在玄母殿进行半
小时迎金身仪式后，将抬神辇红灯角游行至台牛后、土库街一带，于
下午约6时返回海墘，游行路线全长约3公里。
参与游行的友庙有浮罗南海观音、玄母殿、日落洞文殊精舍，大旗鼓
队也参与表演助兴。“我们也会在桥上高挂288盏福禄寿财祈福灯，
财神爷派红包同时，全天候提供免费炒米粉，供大家享用。”

“姓周桥天公诞新春文化表演”记者会。左起TLM节目策划公
司董事黄继升、槟岛市议员王宇航、周桥公司总务周明兴、国
会议员黄伟益、玄母殿代表余章生和周桥公司副主席周德强。

[        ]70美食文化摊位
蛇庙庙会料万人赴会

戊戌年“旺犬报喜”万脚兰蛇庙庙会将于2月20日（正月初
五），傍晚6时至12时展开，当晚约有70个美食、手工及文
化摊位，预计将吸引万人前来参与。
该庙会由槟州政府及槟城福建公司联合主办，当天除了有
余兴表演外，也会一同庆祝蛇庙“清水祖师”圣诞千秋及
预测槟州经济表现的请火仪式。
庙会筹委会主席准拿督谢清渊在福建公司主席杨元安、总
务准拿督陈国才、公关拿督陈来福陪同下，召开新闻发布
会时指出，今年蛇庙庙会来到第6年，而在众多组织团体的
支持下，这次的庙会有多达70个摊位，包括美食、雕刻、
传统童玩、剪纸手工艺术、宗教组织等。
他说，庙会今年的节目多姿多彩，除了有双狮高桩表演及
花车华乐演奏外，同时邀请到世界级魔术师前来表演，也
有来自太平洋的杂技艺术团。在配合狗年，还举办一场狗
的时尚走秀。“为了让民众可以看到蛇庙请火仪式，我们
也在请火仪式时安排了电视荧幕在外头。”
槟州旅游发展委员会主席罗兴强指出，槟城每年的春节都
是全国最热闹的城市，而各个地区在初一至十五也有不一
样的庆典活动，其中包括极乐寺万盏亮灯、北海斗母宫灯
饰、丹绒道光海珠屿大伯公庙请火仪式及在旧关仔角的元
宵节活动等，而在槟城过年不只有中华文化表演，还有来
自各地的美食供品尝。

“旺犬报喜”万脚兰蛇庙庙会欢迎您参与其盛。
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红	红	灯	笼	亮	槟	城
一定更旺盛今
年

新春灯笼高高挂，满满吉祥冉冉升！

报导：黄文慧

春节期间，槟威两地多个地区如古迹区、神庙、街
道、旧街场、新村等都出现红彤彤的灯笼，散发浓厚
的新春气息。这些灯笼获得商家及各界人士踊跃赞
助，街道上的红红灯海，耀眼夺目，喜气洋洋迎接金
犬年到来。
州政府致力把有“东方花园”美誉的槟州打造成家喻
户晓的国际城市，配合今年的旅游年主题“魅力槟
城”，让春节期间来访的国内外游客感受槟城人的热
情与诚意。
红红灯笼亮槟城，今年一定更旺盛，愿你在金犬年福
禄双全，合家美满，春节愉快！

1

2

3

4

5
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1林冠英欣喜的在北海光华学校行人天桥上欣赏
拉惹乌达路万盏灯笼亮起的街景。
2一座4.7米高的花灯耸立在旧关仔角, 相信届时
会吸引国内外游客打卡留念。首长较早前在该处
主持灯笼亮灯仪式。左起为光大区州议员郑来
兴、灯笼赞助人拿督陈宝财、林冠英、东家集团
酒店管理与休闲总监麦克赛森及丹绒区国会议员
黄伟益。
3拉惹乌达路万盏灯笼喜迎春，这万盏灯笼由当
地闻人高级拿督陈宝财和拿督斯里方炎华所赞
助。
4高渊大街交通圈新春灯笼高高挂，点亮高渊市
区，祝大家金犬年行大运!
5一片喜气灯海照亮爪夷村。
6共有8千盏灯笼点亮乔治市古迹区，欢迎您来走
走感受新年氛围。
7威南爪夷福德祠理事会精心策划的新春灯笼亮
灯仪式。左6起为武吉淡汶区州议员刘子健、左8
及左9分别为威省市议员王育璇、方美铼。
8大山脚旧街场今年挂上了4500盏红灯笼及29尺7
寸高新年牌楼，还有庙会庆典、大山脚五大乡团
籍贯美食等，供民众免费品尝，场面热闹。
9乔治市古迹区在入夜后，红红灯笼显得更鲜艳
夺目。
10大家分工合作，把大红灯笼挂满威南双溪峇甲
街道，让整个街景充满生气。
11由槟州政府拨款兴建的新邦安拔祝清坤花园有
盖篮球场也进行新春灯笼亮灯仪式，篮球场在一
片灯海照耀下，充满新春气息。

6

7

9

10

11
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极乐寺春节亮灯 
照耀槟城喜迎新年

槟城鹤山极乐寺日前进行新春亮灯仪式，以绚丽烟花与璀璨灯光，喜迎戊戌年，将这百年古刹烘托得更加壮观、庄严及漂亮。

有关亮灯仪式早前因经济与人力因素，而面对
停办危机，所幸在各界的鼎力支持下，才让灯
会得以继续举办，继续照耀槟城。
今年度的极乐寺灯会从2月11日至3月15日，亮
灯时间为除夕至初二（15日至17日）晚上7时至
天亮、初三至初八（28日至23日）晚上7时至凌
晨1时，初九至十五（24日至3月2日）晚上7时
至午夜12时，其他日子是晚上7时至11时左右。
槟州首席部长林冠英说，槟城在这10年间崛
起，没理由已有36年历史的亮灯仪式却无法办
下去。他了解庙方的辛苦，但他还是很希望能
看到极乐寺继续在春节大放光彩，而州政府也
决定拨款10万令吉予亮灯活动，以示支持。
“州政府的拨款是次要，主要还是大众的关
心，及愿意协助极乐寺达成活动的那颗虔诚的
心。”
极乐寺方丈贤观法师说，极乐寺春节亮灯始于
1982年和1983年期间，从当初的100多盏灯笼，
增至现在里里外外、大大小小共2万多盏，整个
过程确实很不容易，并感谢州政府与善信们的
支持。
出席者包括槟州行政议员林峰成、罗兴强、首
长政治秘书黄汉伟、丹绒区国会议员黄伟益、
槟岛市议员黄顺祥和极乐寺前任方丈日恒法
师。

报导：谢丽萍
摄影：NOOR SITI NABILAH NOORAZIZ

百年古刹鹤山极乐寺从即日起亮灯，
照亮槟城，喜迎戊戌年。

善信们纷纷上香，祈求新的一年事事
顺利，身体健康。

日恒法师（左起）、贤观法师、林冠英和林峰
成（右）与嘉宾们一同进行亮灯仪式。

璀璨灯光将极乐寺烘托得更加壮观、庄严及漂
亮。

漂亮的烟花为亮灯仪式更添气氛。
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	 பினோங்கு	ைோநில	அரசு	2008-
ஆம	ஆணடு	ஆடசிபபீடததில்	கோல்	தடம	
்பதிதத	நோள்	முதல்	வ்போது	ைக்களின்	
்சமூகநலன்	 கோக்கும	 வ்போருடடு	 ்பல	
்சமூகநலததிடடங்கள்	 ்ைறவகோணடு	
ெருெதோக	 ைோநில	 ்சமூகநலன்,	
்போதுகோபபு	 ைறறும	 சுறறுசசூழல்	
ஆடசிக்குழு	உறுபபினரோன	பீ	புன்	் ்போ	
முததுசவ்சய்தி	 நோளிதழுக்கு	 அளிதத	
்்படடியில்	வதரிவிததோர்.
	 ைோநில	 அர்சோங்கததின்	
இணையுடன்	 ்பல	 ்சமூகநலத	
திடடங்கள்	 2009-ஆம	ஆணடு	 முதல்	
்ைறவகோணடு	 ெருகி்றது,	 அதில்	
தனிதது	 ெோழும	 தோய்ைோது,	 உடல்	
ஊனமுற்்றோர்,	 தங்கக்	 குழுநணத	
ைறறும	 தங்க	 ைோைெர்	 திடடம	
இடமவ்பறுகின்்றன.
		 ்ைலும	 ைோநில	 அர்சோங்கம	
மூததகுடிைக்களின்	 ்்சணெயும	
்பங்களிபண்பயும	 அங்கீகரிக்கும	
ெணகயில்	 இநத	 ஆணடுக்கோன	
ெரவுசவ்சலவுத	 திடடததில்	 ரிை	 100	
இருநது	ரிை130-ஆக	உதவிதவதோணக	
அதிகரிக்கப்படடுள்ளது.		
	 தங்கத	 திடடங்கள்	
அறிமுகததின்	 மூலம	 ைோநில	 அரசு	
ஏழணை	 நிணலயில்	 ெோழும	 ைக்களின்	
ெோழெோதோரதணத	 ்ைம்படுதத	
விததிடுகி்றது.	 அதுைடடுமின்றி	
தனிதது	 ெோழும	 தோய்ைோது	
ைறறும	 மூததகுடிைக்களுக்கு	
உதவிதவதோணக	 ெழங்குெதன்	 மூலம	
அெர்கள்	 தனிணைப்படுததோைல்	
அங்கீகரிக்கப்படுகின்்றனர்.
	 அ்த்ெணளயில்	 ைோநில	 அரசு	

திருைதி	சுகுனோ	ந்ட்சன்,	44	தோைோன்	
கம்்போங்	புெோ	்போலோ	அருகோணையில்	
இருக்கும	 	 ்பல்ஸ்	 ஆடம்பர	
அடுக்குைோடி	 குடியிருபபில்	 ைளிணக	
கணட	வியோ்போரம	வ்சய்து	ெருகி்றோர்.		
பி.தி.எஸ்.ஆர்	 திடடததின்	 மூலம	
இரணடு	முண்ற	கடனுதவி	வ்பற்றதோக	
அகம	ைகிழத	வதரிவிததோர்.	
 அணணையில்	 வ்ப்ற்படட	
கடனுதவிக்	 வகோணடு	 குழநணத	
்பயன்்போடடுக்கோன	 வ்போருடகள்		
கூடுதலோக	 ெோங்கி	 வியோ்போரதணத	
்ைம்படுததி்னன் 	 என	
முததுசவ்சய்திகள்	 நோளிதழுக்கு	
ெழங்கிய	்்படடியில்	வதரிவிததோர்.
	 பி . தி . எ ஸ் . ஆ ர்	
கடனுதவித	 திடடம	 சிறு	 வதோழில்	
முணன்ெோருக்கு	 மூலதனைோகத	
திகழகி்றது.	 அதுைடடுமின்றி	 ,	 முதல்	
கடனுதவிக்கு	 ெடடி	 விதிக்கப்படோது	
எனவும	 இரணடோெது	 முண்ற	
வ்ப்றப்படும	கடனுதவி	முதல்	8%	ெடடி	
விதிக்கப்படும	 என்்றோர்.	 ெங்கிணயக்	

சமூகநலத் 
திட்டஙகள் பினாஙகு 

மககளின் வாழவா்தாரத்்்த 
வமம்படுத்துகிறது. 

ஆடசிக்குழு உறுப்பினர் பீ புன் ம்பா

2009-ஆம் ஆண்டு த�ொடங்கி பினொங்கு மொநிலத்தில் பல சமூகநலத் 
திடடங்கள் அறிமுகபபடுத்தி தபொது மககளுககு நிதியு�வி வழங்கபபடுகிறது.

	 ைோநில	அரசு	 கடநத	 2009-ஆம	ஆணடு	முதல்	 ்சைததுெப	வ்போருளோதோர	
கடனுவித		திடடம	(பி.தி.எஸ்.ஆர்)	அறிமுகப்படுததியது.	இததிடடம	ெோயிலோக	சிறு	
வதோழில்	முணன்ெோர்	தங்களின்	வியோ்போரததுண்றணய	்ைம்படுதத	ஊன்று்கோளோகத	
திகழகி்றது.	
	 இததிடடதணத	 பினோங்கு	 ைோநில	 ்ைம்போடடுக்	 கழகத	 துணையுடன்	
இணைநது	2,835	சிறு	வதோழில்	வியோ்போரிகளுக்கு	ரிை13.5	லட்சம	நிதி	ஒதுக்கீடடின்	
மூலம	கடனுதவி	வகோடுக்கப்படடது.	இநத	கடனுதவித	திடடததில்	8.3%	இநதிய	
சிறு	வதோழில்	வியோ்போரிகள்	நன்ணை	வ்பறுகின்்றனர்	என்்பது	்சோலசசி்றநதது.	

சிறு த்தாழில மு்னவவாருககு சமத்துவப 
தபாருளா்தார கடனு்தவித்  திட்டம் 

து்ணபுரிகிறது

பி.தி.எஸ்.ஆர் கடனுதவிப் பெற்ற சிறு பதொழில் வியொெொரிகள்

எதிர்கோலததில்		வதோழிறதுண்ற	புரடசி	
4.0	 வெறறிநணட	 ்்போடும	 வ்போருடடு	
பினோங்கு	 ெோழ	 ைோைெர்களின்	 கல்வி	
முன்்னற்றததிறகு	 ்பல	 தங்கத	
திடடங்கள்	 உருெோக்கப்படடன.	
அதில்	 ஒன்்றோம	 ைறறும	 நோன்கோம	
ஆணடு	 ்பயிலும	 ஆரம்பப்பள்ளி	
ைோைெர்களுக்கும	 ஒன்்றோம	
ைறறும	 நோன்கோம	 ்படிெம	
்பயிலும	 இணடநிணலப்பள்ளி	
ைோைெர்களுக்கும	 ஒவவெோரு	
ஆணடும	ஊக்கதவதோணகயோக	ரிை100	
வகோடுக்கப்படுகி்றது.	 வதோடர்நது	
அரசு	 ைறறும	 ்தர்நவதடுக்கப்படட	
தனியோர்	 ்பல்கணலக்கழகம	 வ்சல்லும	
ைோைெர்களுக்கு	ரிை1000	்சன்ைோனைோக	
ெழங்கப்படும	என	கூறினோர்	.

கோடடிலும	 இக்கடனுதவிப	
வ்பறுெதறகும	 வ்சலுததுெதறகும	
மிகவும	 இலகுெோக	 இருப்பதோகக்	
குறிபபிடடோர்.	

திருமதி சுகுைா

 நமபிக்ணக	 கூடடணி	
அரசு	ஆடசியில்	பினோங்கு	ைோநிலம	
உருைோறறுத	திடடம	கணடு	வ்போது	
ைக்களுக்கு	 ்சமூகநலன்	 திடடங்கள்	
மூலம	நிதியுதவி	ெழங்குெதோக  

தனிதது	 ெோழும	 தோய்ைோதரோன	
திருைதி	்சோநதோ,	58	வதரிவிததோர்.	
	 கடநத	 2016-ஆம	 ஆணடு	
தனது	 கைெர்	 ைரைததிறகுப	
பின்	 ஈைச்சடங்கு	 நிதியுதவியோக	
ரிை1,000	 வ்பற்றதோகக்	 கூறினோர்.	
அதுைடடுமின்றி,	 தனிதது	 ெோழும	
தோய்ைோது	 தங்கத	 திடடததிலும	
உதவிதவதோணக	 வ்பறுெதோகக்	
கூறினோர்.	 ைோநில	 அரசு	 கீழ	
வ்சயல்்படும	 ்சமூகநலத	 திடடங்கள்	
ெர்ெற்ப்தோடு	 வ்போது	 ைக்களுக்கு	
உதவிக்கரம	நீடடுகி்றது	என்்றோர்.
 

திருமதி சாநதா
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	 திரு	அல்பவரட	அந்தோனி,	
68	 மூததகுடிைக்களுக்கோன	
தங்கத	 திடடததில்	 ரிை130	
வ்பறறுக்வகோணடோர்.	 நமபிக்ணக	
கூடடணி	 ஆடசியில்	 ்சமூகநலத	
திடடங்களுக்கு	கூடுதல்	முன்னுரிணை	
ெழங்குெதோகத	வதரிவிததோர்.	உள்ளூர்	
வதோழிலோளர்களுக்கு	 அநநிய	
வதோழிலோளர்கணளக்	 கோடடிலும	
அதிகைோன	 ்ெணல	 ெோய்பபுகள்	
ெழங்குெணத	உறுதிப்படுதத	் ெணடும	
என	்கடடுக்வகோணடோர்.

மூதத	 குடிைக்களுக்கோன	
உதவிதவதோணகக்கு	 நன்றி	
வதரிவிதது	 வகோள்ெ்தோடு	 ைோநில	
அரசு	 ைக்களின்	 நலனில்	 அக்கண்ற	
வ்சலுததுெணத	பிரதிப்பலிக்கி்றது	என	
உதவிதவதோணக	 வ்பறறுக்வகோணட	
திருைதி	 அமபிகோ்பதி	 (ெயது	 67)	
முததுச	 வ்சய்திகள்	 நோளிதழிடம	
குறிபபிடடோர்.

திரு அல்ப்பரெட் அந்தொனி

திருமதி அம்பிகொவதி

	 நமபிக்ணக	 கூடடணி	 அரசு	
ெருகின்்ற	 வ்போதுத	 ்தர்தலில்	
புதரோவெயோணெ	ணகப்பறறினோல்	அடுதத	
100	நோடகளுக்குள்	வ்போது	ைக்களுக்குச	
சிரைதணத	அளிக்கும	 வ்போருள்	 ்்சணெ	
ெரி	 (ஜி.எஸ்.தி)	 அகற்றப்படும	 என	
ைோநில	 முதல்ெர்	 ்ைதகு	 லிம	 குெோன்	
எங்	ெோக்குறுதியளிததோர்.	
	 ஜி.எஸ்.தி	 விதிக்கப்படுெதோல்	
வ்போருடகளின்	 விணல	 குண்றக்கப்படும	
என்்பணத	 இன்று	 ெணர	 அம்னோ	
உச்சைன்்ற	உறுபபினர்	டத்தோ	அகைது	
ைஸ்லோன்	 கூறியது	 ்்போல	 ்தசிய	
முன்னணி	 அர்சோங்கததினோல்	 நிரூபிக்க	
முடியவில்ணல.	
	 சீனோர்	 �ரியோன்	 நோளிதழில்	
(20/2/1018)	வெளியிடப்படட	வ்சய்தியில்	
கடநத	ஏழு	ஆணடுகளில்	வ்போருடகளின்	

மாநில முதல்வர் மமதகு லிம் கு்வான் எங் ஜி.எஸ்.தி 
குறித்த நாளிதழ் ்சய்திகயக் ைாணபிக்கிைார்

நம்பிக்க கூட்டணி அரசு 
மவலசியா்வ ்கபபறறினால ஜி.எஸ்.தி 

அகறறபபடும் - மு்தலவர்
விணல	 வதோடர்நது	 விணல்யற்றம	
கோண்பதோகவும	 குண்றநத்பட்சம	 ரிை100	
இருநது	 ரிை130-ஆக	 உயர்நதுள்ளதோக	
ை்லசிய	 புதரோ	 ்பல்கணலக்கழக	
விரிவுணரயோளர்	டோக்டர்	அகைது	ரஸ்ைோன்	
லதீப	வதரிவிததுள்ளோர்.
	 ெருகின்்ற	 14-ெது	 வ்போதுத	
்தர்தலில்	அணனதது	தரபபினரும	துன்	
டோக்டர்	 ைகோதீர்	 முகைது	அெர்களுக்கு	
நமபிக்ணக	 கூடடணி	 ஆடசியில்	
பிரதைரோக	 ்தர்நவதடுக்க	 ஆதரவு	
நல்க	்ெணடும	என	முதல்ெர்	்கடடுக்	
வகோணடோர்.
	 ணைடின்	 வ�ோல்டிங்ஸ்	
வ்சன்.	 வ்பர்�ோட	 நிறுென	 நிர்ெோக	
இயக்குநரோன	 	 டத்தோ	 அமீர்	 அலி	
ணைடின்	 50%	 ைளிணக	 வ்போருடகணள	
ணையைோகக்	 வகோணடு	 வ்சயல்்படும	
்்பரங்கோடிகளின்	 வியோ்போரததில்	 ்சரிவு	
நிணல	 ஏற்படுெதோக	 இணையததள	
வ்சய்தியில்	வதரிவிததுள்ளோர்.
	 உள்நோடடு	 உற்பததி	 விகிதம	
கடநத	 2017-ஆம	ஆணடு	 5.9%	என்்ற	
்்போதிலும	 வ்போருடகளின்	 விணல	
வதோடர்நது	 அதிகரிப்பதோல்	 சில்லணர	
வியோ்போரததில்	்சரிவுக்	கணடுள்ளது.	
	 ஜி.எஸ்.தி	 அறிமுகததோல்	
குண்றநத	 ெருைோனம	 வ்பறு்ெோர்	
ெோழக்ணக	வ்சலவினம	அதிகரிக்கப்படடு	
்பைவீக்கதணத	அனு்பவிக்க	்நரிடுகி்றது	
என	 ஆயர்	 பூத்த	 ்சடடைன்்ற	
உறுபபினருைோன	 லிம	 குெோன்	 எங்	
கூறினோர்.

	 பினோங்கு	 இநதிய	 கோற்பநது	
்சங்க	 (பி்போ)	 ஏற்போடடில்	 முதல்	
முண்றயோக	 கோற்பநது	 வீரர்களின்	
தி்றணைணய	 அங்கீகரிக்கும	 ெணகயில்	
இநதிய	 கோற்பநது	 விருதளிபபு	
விழோ	 இனி்த	 நணடவ்பற்றது.	
இநத	 விழோவில்	 கோற்பநது	 வீரர்கள்	
ைடடுமின்றி	 கோற்பநது	 துண்றயின்	
்ைம்போடடுக்கு	 ஊன்று்கோளோகத		
திகழும	 நல்லுள்ளங்களுக்கும	
விருதுகள்	ெழங்கப்படடன.
	 பினோங்கு	 கோற்பநது	
துண்றணய	 ்ைன்ணையணடய		
்நரடியோகவும	 ைண்றமுகைோகவும	
்பங்களிபபு	நல்கிய	்பல	விதைோன		்சமூக	
பின்னணிணயக்	 வகோணடெர்களுக்கும	
சி்றபபு	 விருதுக்கோன	 பிரிவில்	
வகளரவிக்கப்படடனர்.	
	 ்ைலும,	 சி்றநத	 கோற்பநது	
்சங்கம	 ைறறும	 விணளயோடடு	
வீரர்களுக்கோன	 விருதுகள்	
இணையததள	 ெோயிலோக	 300-க்கும	
்ைற்படட	 பினோங்கு	 கோற்பநது	
ஆதரெோளர்கள்	 ெோக்களிபபின்	 மூலம	
்தர்நவதடுக்கப்படடனர்.	
 பி்ற	 கோற்பநது	 ்சங்கங்கணள	
ஊக்கப்படுததுெ்தோடு	அதன்	நிர்ெோகம.	
இரசிகர்	 ைன்்றம,	 விளம்பரம.	 ைறறும	
அகப்பக்க	 ்ைம்போடு	 குறிதது	 அதிக	
கெனம	 வ்சலுதத	 ்ெணடும"	 என	
பினோங்கு	இநதியர்	கோற்பநது	்சங்கத	
தணலெர்	திரு	�	்சங்கர்	வதரிவிததோர்.	
	 பி்போ	 ்சங்கம	 விணளயோடடுத	
துண்ற	 ைடடுமின்றி	 ்சமூகதணதச	
்சோர்நத	்பல	நடெடிக்ணககளும	ஏறறு	
நடததுகின்்றனர்.	

பினாஙகு காறபநது சஙக 
விரு்தளிபபு விழா 2018

ஸ்கு்வாஷ் ம்பாடடி வீரர் நிக்மலஸ்்வரா 

	 ஒலிபபிக்	 விணளயோடடுப	
்்போடடியில்	 ்பங்வகடுதத	 முன்னோள்	
கோற்பநது	 விணளயோடடு	 வீரர்	 திரு	
கிரு்ஷை்சோமிக்கு	ரிை500	்சன்ைோனைோக	
ெழங்கப்படடது.	 11	 ெயது	 நிரமபிய	
நிக்்லஸ்ெரோ	 ஸ்குெோ்ஷ	 ்்போடடியின்		
்சோதணன	 நட்சததிரைோக	 திகழெதோல்	
ஊக்கப்படுததும	் நோக்கததில்	ரிை1,000	
்சன்ைோனைோக	வகோடுக்கப்படடது.	
	 நிக்்லஸ்ெரோ	 கடநத	
ஆணடு	 நணடவ்பற்ற	 ஸ்்கோடடிஸ்	
தி்றநத	 	 ்்போடடியில்	 வெறறி	
ைகுடம	 சூடிய	 ்ெணளயில்	 பிரிடடி்ஷ	
தி்றநத	்்போடடியில்	 4-ெது	இடதணத	
ணகப்பறறினோர்.	

பினாங்கு இநதிய ைாற்்பநது சங்ை உயரிய விருதுைள் ்்பற்ை விக்ளயாடடு வீரர்ைள் 
மற்றும் ஏற்்பாடடுக் குழுவினர்
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	 பினோங்கு	 ைோநிலததில்	 சீனபபுததோணடு	
மிகவும	 விைரிண்சயோகக்	 வகோணடோடப்படடது.		
2018-ஆம	 ஆணடு	 சீனர்களுக்கு	 "நோய்"	 ஆணடு	
என	அணழக்கப்படுகி்றது.	பினோங்கு	ைோநில	முதல்ெர்	
்ைதகு	 லிம	 குெோன்	 எங்	 தணலணையில்	 தி்றநத	
இல்ல	 உ்ப்சரிபபு	 பினோங்கு	 ஸ்ண்பஸ்	 அணனததுலக	
ைோநோடடு	 ணையததில்	 மிக	 பிரைோணடைோகக்	
வகோணடோடப்படடது.	 அததினததன்று	 முதல்ெரின்	
தி்றநத	இல்ல	உ்ப்சரிபபில்	ஏ்றக்குண்றய	30,000	மூவின	
ைக்களும	கலநது	வகோணடு	சி்றபபிததனர்.
	 இநநிகழவில்	 ைோநில	 ஆளுநர்	 துன்	
டத்தோ�	உததோைோ	�ஜி	அபதுல்	ரஹைோன்	�ஜி	

பினாஙகு மாநில சீனப புத்்தாண்டு தகாண்டாட்டம் 2018

அ்போஸ்	இணையர்கள்	உட்பட	முதலோம	துணை	முதல்ெர்	
டத்தோ	 முகைது	 ரஷிட	 �ஸ்்னோன்,	 நோடோளுைன்்ற	
உறுபபினர்கள்	 ைறறும	 ்சடடைன்்ற	 உறுபபினர்கள்	
ஆகி்யோர்	கலநது	வகோணடனர்.
	 சீனபவ்பருநோள்	 தி்றநத	 இல்ல	 உ்ப்சரிபபில்	
ைோநில	 ்பண்போடடுக்	 குழுவினர்	 ைலோய்,	 சீன,	 இநதிய	
நடனங்கணள	ெழங்கி	ெருணகயோளர்கணள	ைகிழவிததனர்.	
்ைலும,	்சோக்ச	விணளயோடடு,	ைோய	கணகோடடு	விதணத	
ைறறும	கணலநிகழசசி	விருநதினர்கள்	ைடடுமின்றி	வ்போது	
ைக்கணளயும	 வெகுெோக	 கெர்நதது.	 ைோநில	 முதல்ெர்	
ஆரஞசு	 ்பழம	 ெழங்கி	 பிரமுகர்கள்,	 விருநதினர்கள்	
ைறறும	வ்போது	ைக்கணள	ெர்ெற்றோர்.

	 இதனிணட்ய,	பினோங்கு	ைோநில	அளவிலோன	
சீனபவ்பருநோள்	வகோணடோடடம	மிக	விைரிண்சயோக	
கணகெர்	 ெோன்ெடிக்ணக	 ைறறும	 ்போரம்பரிய	
்பணடபபுகளுடன்	 பிரைோணட	 வகோணடோடடம	
கணடது.	 இமமுண்ற	 பீர்ச	 ்சோணலயில்	 தி்றநத	
வெளியில்	 இக்வகோணடோடடம	 ஏற்போடு	
வ்சய்யப்படடது	 ்போரோடடக்குரியதோகும.	 உள்நோடடு	
ைறறும	வெளிநோடடு	ைக்கள்,	சுறறுப்பயணிகள்	என	
அதிகைோ்னோர்	 கலநது	 வகோணடு	 இநநிகழவிணன	
்ைலும	சி்றபபு	வ்சய்தனர்.

பினாங்கு மாநில முதல்வரின் திைநத இலல உ்பசரிப்பில ஆளுநர் துன் ்டத்மதா� உத்தாமா ஹஜி அப்துல ரஹமான் ஹஜி அ்பாஸ் இகையர்ைள் உட்ப்ட முதலாம் துகை முதல்வர் ்டத்மதா முைமது ரஷிட 
ஹஸ்மனான், நா்டாளுமன்ை உறுப்பினர்ைள் மற்றும் சட்டமன்ை உறுப்பினர்ைள் ஆகிமயார் ைலநது சிைப்பித்தனர்.

திைநத இலல உ்பசரிப்பில இ்டம்்்பற்ை ்பாரம்்பரிய ந்டனம் மாநில சீனப்புத்தாணடு திைநத இலல உ்பசரிப்பில ைலநது ்ைாண்ட ்்பாதுமக்ைள்

� ்்டலிமா சட்டமன்ை ஏற்்பாடடில நக்ட்்பற்ை சீனப் 
புத்தாணடு திைநத இலல  உ்பசரிப்பு
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH 
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 383 9131
(F) 04 - 383 9131

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 226 0218
(F) 04 - 226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim 
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 626 1968
(F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 331 7175
(F) 04 - 331 7175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 282 6419
(F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T)  04 - 262 0860
  012 - 480 5495 
(F)  04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 226 2464
(F) 04 - 227 2464

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 588 0818
(F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai 
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 828 0926 
(F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi 
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon 
kllee78@gmail.com

(T) 013 - 399 0519
(F)   04 - 551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH
YB Teh Yee Cheu
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 899 9581

JAWI
YB Soon Lip Chee
dunjawi@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 594 1163
(F) 04 - 594 3163

PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Lau Keng Ee
dappengkalankota@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 250 1521
   04 - 250 1522
(F) 04 - 250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

(T) 04 - 323 5870
(F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 826 5451
(F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 582 7549
(F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 227 7068
(F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin 
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey 
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 226 5217
(F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 398 4226
(F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbkttengah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 508 3977
(F) 04 - 508 3677

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 538 2871
(F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim 
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan 
drjayabalan@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 656 2605
(F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA
YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/l Rajaji
rsnrayer@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 659 5611
(F) 04 - 659 6611

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

(T) 04 - 228 8482
(F) 04 - 228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 397 0115

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad  (T) 04 - 351 5825 

BERTAM
YB Shariful Azhar Othman (T) 012 - 411 4690

(F)   04 - 575 8670

PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haji Roslan Saidin (T) 04 - 398 3555

(F) 04 - 397 3555

PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid (T)  04-573 4630

(F)  04-573 4630

SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454

TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid
jahara.hamid@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 2873
(F) 04 - 351 4389

SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my

(T) 04 - 593 3100
(F) 04 - 593 9529

BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini

PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad (T) 04 - 866 4202

(F) 04 - 866 4202

TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob (T) 04 - 866 1760

(F) 04 - 866 1821 

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893

SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN  04-262 1957

NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300

IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342

Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF 04-226 1000

SOCSO 04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
 04-398 8809
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT)  04-263 1166
TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
        ( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH 04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511
BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
 04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/

PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999
& PENYELAMAT
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM 04-228 9012

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

PENAGA
- -

BERTAM
- -

PINANG TUNGGAL
- -

PERMATANG BERANGAN
- -

SUNGAI DUA
- -

TELOK AIR TAWAR
- -

SUNGAI ACHEH
- -

BAYAN LEPAS
- -

PULAU BETONG
- -

TELUK BAHANG
- -

N1 Penaga : - - 
N2 Bertam  : - - 
N3 Pinang  : -  - 
 Tunggal    
N4 Permatang : - - 
 Berangan     
N5 Sungai Dua : - -   
N6 Telok Air  : -  -     
 Tawar   
N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee 
N8 Bagan  : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon      
 Jermal   Keong 
N9 Bagan : 016 - 473 1963 - Gesan 
 Dalam
N10 Seberang  :   04 - 390 5109  - Nor Hayati   
 Jaya   Mohd. Iskander
N11	Permatang	 :	010	-	406	2128	 -	Nurafiqah	
 Pasir   013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti  :   04 - 538 2871 - Tira 
      04 - 538 3871 
N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
     017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang : 012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin 
 Bubuk   012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang  : 017 - 552 8928 - Chan  
 Lalang   014 - 945 9786 - Lai 
N16 Perai  :   04 - 383 9131 - Sri Sangar
N17 Bukit : 013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
 Tengah 
N18 Bukit Tambun : 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
    017 - 378 4448 - Khor
N19 Jawi  : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
    012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai  : 019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana   
 Bakap   012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah 
N21 Sungai : - - 
 Acheh   

N22 Tanjong  : 012 - 465 0021 - Tina 
 Bungah   011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
N23 Air Putih : 04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian   
    Beng
N24 Kebun : 012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
 Bunga    Eong
N25 Pulau Tikus : 017 - 956 3237 - Quah
N26 Padang Kota : 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny   
    Chee 
N27 Pengkalan : 012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin
 Kota    Keat
N28 KOMTAR : 010 - 811 7300 - Razin 
N29 Datok  :   04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
 Keramat      
N30 Sungai :   04 - 282 6630 - Nayim
 Pinang   
N31 Batu :  04 - 282 6419 - Karuna   
 Lancang     
N32 Seri Delima : 019 - 4474362  Mahen   
    012 - 5242549  James
N33 Air Itam  : 012 - 4730736 - Anne 
    016 - 4940705 - Janet 
N34 Paya  : 012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon   
 Terubong       Lee 
    016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
N35 Batu Uban  : 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal 
    016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
    016  - 444 3550 - Sathya
N36 Pantai :   04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /  
 Jerejak   Shamsudin
N37 Batu  : 019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman
 Maung   016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
N38 Bayan Lepas : - -     
N39 Pulau : -   -     
 Betong  
N40 Telok : - -    
 Bahang   
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Nama Telefon

MPSP 04 - 549 7555

David Marshel a/l 
Pakianathan

019 - 412 3397

Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460

H’ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602

Kumar a/l Kanapathy 012 - 548 2465
019 - 658 2465

Mohamad Shaipol 
Ismail

019 - 414 6079

Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767

Tan Chee Teong 012 - 401 7718

Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101

Thomas Loh Wei Pheng 04-390 6836
012 - 409 6836

Woo Sze Zeng (Joshua) 016 - 557 6672

Zulkifli Ibrahim 012 - 477 5588

Mohd Sharmizan 
Mohamad Nor 

011 - 1110 6456

Zaini Awang  019 - 546 3115

Ong Jing Cheng 016 - 445 5709
012 - 758 3779

 Anuar Yusoff 04 - 507 5390
016 - 4616 390

Dr Amar Pritpal 
Abdullah

04 - 582 2020
019 - 452 2020

Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010 - 380 7672

Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 04 - 593 5493
012 - 507 2229 

Fadzil Hj Abdullah 017 - 343 4464

Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 505 7288
013 - 430 2096

Wong Chee Keet 012 - 451 1312

Hamizah Abdul Manab 013 - 591 6344

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS 

MPSP 2018

Nama Telefon

MBPP 04 - 259 2020

Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556

Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi 012 - 572 4711
016 - 451 9225

Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321

Gan Ay Ling 012 - 401 2265

Goh Choon Keong 019 - 471 7931

Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271

Teoh Koon Gee 016 - 419 1938

Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh 012 - 428 2250

Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012 - 423 9143

Kala a/p Durai Raj 016 - 468 4247

Khoo Salma Nasution 017 - 456 6012

Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 945 9621

Lee Chun Kit 012 - 519 2152

Mhd. Nasir Yahya 012 - 402 6739

Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan Chik 019 - 470 8811

Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 - 1578 5098

Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566

Saiful Azwan Abd Malik 016 - 463 2787

Shahrudin Mohamed Shariff 012 - 428 3160

Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246

Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019 - 225 6502

Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499

Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

 MBPP 2018

SENARAI PEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit 

Kewarganegaraan

No. Telefon

1. Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut

Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,

Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556

2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed 

Nor

Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri

No.1, Jalan Relau, 

Balik Pulau.

016 - 482 3549

3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai 

Utara

Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 

Bertam Kepala Batas.

012 - 488 1553

4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai 

Tengah

Pejabat Bangunan MPSP ,

Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam

019 - 457 2271

5. A.Veerasamy Seberang Perai 

Selatan

Tingkat Dua, Kompleks 

Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 

14200, Jawi.

012 - 451 5938

Kalendar Pelancongan 

Pulau Pinang Mac 2018

16hb-18hb Mac 2018
Ekspo Perkahwinan Antarabangsa Pulau Pinang 2018
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UNDERGRADUATES taking 

part in the Penang Undergradu-

ates’ Conference were told to 

enhance their talents and to 

jump on the Industry 4.0 band-

wagon.

Chief Minister Lim Guan 

Eng said Penang believes in 

preparing human talent for the 

digital economy.

“We do not have natural re-

sources in Penang, hence, we 

have to depend on human talent. 

You are our future,” he told the 

undergraduates at the confer-

ence on Feb 2.

In his speech, Lim high-

lighted Penang’s achievements 

since 2008 which have trans-

formed the state into becoming 

cleaner, greener, safer and 

healthier.

“The state will be riding on 

modern information and com-

munication technologies to 

move forward.

“We also believe in gender 

equity and equality, where we 

celebrate talent without any 

discrimination on their gender. 

Opportunities are available to 

both men and women,” he 

added.

Lim also spoke about the 

state’s economic growth, the 

increase in passenger traffic at 
the Penang International Air-

port and the state’s welfare 

programmes.

Present at the conference 

was Penang Youth Develop-

ment Corporation chief execu-

tive officer Teng Kok Liang.

Talent is 
everything,
undergrads
told

MoU on increasing English proficiency  
Story and Pix by K. 

Thaarshenii 

A MEMORANDUM of Under-

standing (MoU) was signed be-

tween five parties - GPEX Central 
Sdn Bhd, Penang Chung Ling 

Private High School, Klang 
Kwang Hua Private High School, 
D’ Monte Child Care and Devel-

opment Centre and Melody Kin-

dyland.

The signing ceremony on Feb 

8 was witnessed by Bukit Bend-

era MP Zairil Khir Johari.
“This is an important collabo-

ration in supporting the develop-

ment of English language among 

teachers in Chinese private high 

schools and in kindergartens,” 

Zairil said at the ceremony.

GPEX Central Sdn Bhd is 
providing training for Cambridge 

English Language Assessment.

Also present at the ceremony 

were GPEX Central Sdn Bhd 
managing director Bryan Teow, 

Penang Chung Ling Private High 

School principal Ng Jooi Seah, 
Klang Kwang Hua Private High 
School principal Seah Kwang 
Hong, D’ Monte Child Care and 

Development Centre managing 

director Goh Ka Tin and Melody 

Kindyland director Samuel Swea.
Meanwhile, Cambridge Uni-

versity Press (Education-Asean) 

regional manager Kanjna Paran-

thaman also launched the ‘Cam-

bridge Reading Adventures Pro-

gramme’ in the presence of Zairil.

Joining them were CELT-P 
and CELT-S in Malaysia lead 

trainer Jillian Marie Estrop, Cam-

bridge English Languange As-

sessment Southeast Asia and 

Pacific regional director Lim 

Cheng Pier and Cambridge Eng-

lish Language Assessment (Ma-

laysia) country head Hamidi 

Halim.
MoU exchange between Ng (sitting, left) and Teow while Zairil 
(standing, left) looks on.

Story by K.H. Ong

RESIDENTS in Jalan Pahang, 
Jalan Merican and i ts  sur-

rounding areas can now have 

less worry following the com-

pletion of an upgrading of the 

drainage system and walk-

ways.

Komtar assemblymember 
Teh Lai Heng said the project, 

under  the  RM220 mi l l ion 

f lood  mi t iga t ion  p lan  ap-

proved in 2016, was delivered 

as promised.

“Right where I am standing 

was an open drain, but it’s 

now covered up and become a 

walkway,” Teh told reporters 

at the junction between Jalan 
Pahang and Jalan Merican on 
Feb  14 .  Also  presen t  was 

MBPP engineer Nasrul Nizam 

Nasri.

The Ja lan  Pahang-Ja lan 
Merican upgrading works over 

a total distance of 600m cost 

RM416,000 and took about 

seven months to complete.

Teh said he expects the area 

to be free from floods during 

a rainy day, but if there is a 

continuous downpour, floods 

are likely to occur.

“The flood problem can be 

solved if Phase Three of the 

Sungai Pinang flood mitiga-

tion project is carried out. We 

are still waiting for the RM150 

million from the federal gov-

ernment to tackle the prob-

lem,” Teh said.

Teh added that MBPP will 

be tackling the problem of 

stagnant waters during raining 

in  Kuan tan  Road ,  Naning 

Street, Perlis Road and Siam 

Road “phase by phase”.

Meanwhile ,  he  revealed 

that the ongoing upgrading of 

the drainage system in front of 

Prangin Mall is 13% complete. 

The project, costing RM10 

million to help alleviate flood-

ings in the inner city, will take 

18 months to complete.

Project delivered as 
promised 

Teh (squatting) and Nasrul Nizam listening to a minor complaint by a resident at Jalan Pahang.
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Lim raises land poser for Zainal Abidin

Story by K.H. Ong

Pix by Su Chin

THE Penang Island City Coun-

cil (MBPP) will impose new 

licensing fees for hotels, budg-

et hotels and guest houses from 

next month.

This was one of the deci-

sions approved by MBPP in its 

full council monthly meeting 

chaired by its mayor, Yew Tung 

Seang, at the Penang City Hall 

on Feb 22. 

Also present were MBPP 

secretary Addnan Mohd Raza-

li and its councillors.

Currently, hotels are charged 

different annual licensing fees 

based on their built-up area. 

But under the new rates, hotels 

with less than 10 rooms will 

have to pay a fee of RM500 and 

an additional RM10 for each 

room, while budget hotels and 

guest houses with less than 10 

beds will be charged RM250 

and an additional RM5 for each 

bed.

Homestay operators are not 

affected.

“The new rates will see easy 

calculations for both parties,” 

said Yew, who had earlier com-

mended all involved in the 

success of MBPP for being 

picked as one of the winners 

for the Asean Clean Tourist 

City Standard 2018 in Chiang 

Mai, Thailand, on Jan 26.
Apart from MBPP, Yew said 

Putrajaya Corporat ion and 

M u a r  M u n i c i p a l  C o u n c i l 

clinched similar ACTC awards 

at the ceremony.

MBPP Licensing and Public 

Health Standing Committee 

alternate chairman Ong Ah 

Teong said exist ing hotels 

would continue to pay the old 

rates this year but new hotels, 

budget hotels and guest houses 

will have to pay new licensing 

fees.

“The old (existing) hotels 

will only be charged the same 

rates as the new hotels from 

next year,” said Ong, adding 

that out of the 162 hotels oper-

ating with licences approved 

by MBPP, seven are new ones.

On a separate matter, Ong 

said food truck operators are 

encouraged to go through their 

associations when applying for 

MBPP business licences.

“They have to operate as a 

group or else it’s hard to regu-

late them. We will see where 

they want to set up their busi-

nesses and then the technical 

engineering department will 

look into traffic impact during 

their businesses from 6pm to 

11pm,” Ong said.

In a recent survey conducted 

by MBPP, Ong said 57% of the 

1,503 respondents, including 

food truck operators, the pub-

lic, commercial lot owners and 

tourists, are for the legalisation 

of food truck business in the 

island.

MBPP also decided not to 

surrender any open spaces, 

stadiums or recreational parks 

to the Penang Open Space and 

Stadium Body set up by the 

state government.

Its Planning Committee al-

ternate chairman Nur Zarina 

Zakaria said after much discus-

sion and study, MBPP felt it is 

capable of managing its stadi-

ums, recreational parks and 

open spaces.

“The body has asked us 

(MBPP) to surrender any sta-

diums, open spaces or parks we 

cannot upgrade or handle, but 

we felt we have done a good 

job and will do better for the 

public’s enjoyment and bene-

fit,” Nur Zarina said.

Story by Christopher Tan

THE Penang government has 

sounded the alarm after the 

Seberang  Pera i  Munic ipa l 

Council (MPSP) received an 

application from a property 

developer to build shophouses 

on land initially earmarked to 

build affordable houses.

Chief Minister Lim Guan 

Eng took Penang Umno liaison 

committee chairman Datuk 

Seri Zainal Abidin Osman to 

task over the alleged land scan-

dal.

“Back in 2015, the piece of 

land in Kampung Tok Keramat, 
south Seberang Perai, was be-

lieved to have been sold below 

market price to a developer by 

the Penang Regional Develop-

ment Authority (Perda), be-

cause Perda claimed they want-

ed to build affordable houses 

there.

“The (3.4ha) land was sold 

at a RM15.2mil loss.

“But do you see any afford-

able houses built there until 

today? Not a single unit of af-

fordable houses is built.

“The developer did not even 

apply to the MPSP to build af-

fordable houses. Instead, an 

application was submitted to 

build shophouses instead,” Lim 

said in his speech before taking 

part in the affordable housing 

groundbreaking ceremony in 

Lorong Sejahtera Rakyat, Sim-

pang Ampat, on Feb 22.

Lim demanded an explana-

tion from Zainal Abidin, who 

is also the special adviser to the 

Prime Minister on the Northern 

Corridor Economic Region 

(NCER).

“A report was made to the 

Malaysian Anti-Corruption 

Commission (MACC) by state 

Health, Rural Development, 

Agriculture and Agro-Based 

Industry Committee chairman 

Dr Afif Bahardin (in 2016) 

against Perda chairman Datuk 

Shabudin Yahaya to investigate 

the land sale,” Lim said.

In April 2016, Shabudin was 

quoted by an English daily as 

saying that the piece of land 

was sold below market price to 

a developer because Perda 

wanted affordable houses built 

there.

New licensing fees for 
hotels, guest houses

Yew showing the Asean Clean Tourist City Standard award won by MBPP in Chiang Mai on Jan 26. With him are Addnan (on Yew’s right) 
and MBPP councillors.
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4
Penang

Purple
Press for Progress

7 am - 12 Noon
‘RUN WITH FLYING COLORS’ AT BLUE SKY, KARPAL SINGH DRIVE, GEORGE TOWN 

ORGANIZED BY JC INTERNATIONAL Email: info@jcimalaysia.cc Tel: 018 2059883

7.30 am - 8.30 am
LIVE PERFORMANCE ON ‘EXTRAORDINARY LIVES OF ORDINARY WOMEN’ &

LAUNCH OF WOMEN’S MOSAIC WALL  AT BLUE SKY, KARPAL SINGH DRIVE, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY CITIZENS’ INITIATIVE (LEAN) Email: leanlotus@hotmail.com Tel: 012 9873130  

8 am - 12 Noon
'MPSP CAR FREE MORNING @ SEBERANG PERAI'

AT JALAN TODAK, SEBERANG JAYA, SEBERANG PERAI
ORGANIZED BY MPSP & PWDC Tel: 04-5497656 (Tan Joo Tee) 

EVENT CALENDAR @ PENANG

 4 March

8 am - 12 noon
‘RUN WITH SHADES’ AT TAMAN BANDARAYA/YOUTH PARK, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY WCC, MBPP & HOWEI EVENTS Email: helpdesk@howei.com Tel: 04 2280342

3 pm - 6 pm
FREE LIVE PERFORMANCES BY WOMEN ARTISTES 
AT PENANG HOUSE OF MUSIC, LEVEL 4, KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY PENANG HOUSE OF MUSIC & PWDC Email: brian@penanghouseofmusic.com Tel: 012 2157984

/ info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

11 March

7.30 am - 1 pm
‘KARNIVAL KELUARGA’ AT DATARAN STADIUM BATU KAWAN, SEBERANG PERAI SELATAN

ORGANIZED BY JKKK SETEMPAT & PWDC Email: info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

9 am - 12.30 pm
‘THE AMETHYST HUNT’ AT MAIN ATRIUM, THE TOP AT KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN

ORGANIZED BY THE TOP AT KOMTAR & PWDC Email: wecare@thetop.com.my Tel: 04 2623800

/ info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

17 March

10 am - 10 pm
‘MUM & KIDS GO PURPLE’ AT NEW & OLD WING CONCOURSE, M MALL O2O, 

JALAN DATO KERAMAT, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY M MALL O2O Email: yjlai@mmallo2o.com Tel: 016 5915560

22 - 25 March

9 am - 1 pm
‘KONVENSYEN BRIGED WANITA PULAU PINANG 2018’ 

AT DEWAN PEJABAT DAERAH, JALAN BETEK, BUKIT MERTAJAM
ORGANIZED BY MMK PEMBANGUNAN WANITA, KELUARGA & KOMUNITI PULAU PINANG & PWDC 

Email: wel@pwdc.org.my Tel: 012 5795990

2 pm - 6 pm
'WOMEN EMPOWERMENT SEMINAR' AT AUDITORIUM MAJLIS PERBANDARAN 

SEBERANG PERAI (MPSP), BANDAR PERDA, SEBERANG PERAI 
ORGANIZED BY PERSATUAN KEBAJIKAN ASAS PULAU PINANG (PKAPP) Email: shamala.vissupramaniam@yahoo.com 

Tel: 012 477 1046 (Shamala)

25 March

8 am - 1 pm
‘WOMEN IN ZCIENCE’ AT TECH DOME, KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY TECH DOME & PWDC Email: mark@techdomepenang.org Tel: 016 4734873 / info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

27 - 28 March

7.30 pm - 10.30 pm
‘PURPLE - MARKING WOMEN'S PROGRESS’ 
AT ST JO’S GURNEY PARAGON, GURNEY DRIVE, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY PENANG WOMEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (PWCC)  https://goo.gl/forms/MEAp8o4v61vmo6iy1

30 March

11 am - 6 pm
‘ART EXHIBITION AT THE BLACK BOX’  
AT PENANG HOUSE OF MUSIC, LEVEL 4, KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY PENANG HOUSE OF MUSIC  & PWDC Email: brian@penanghouseofmusic.com Tel: 012 2157984

/ info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

4 - 11 March

12 Noon - 2 pm
'PURPLE POWER' AT LEVEL 3, CONCOURSE AREA, KOMTAR, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY  PDC SETIA URUS SDN BHD  Email: wannurizah@setiaurus.com.my  Tel: 018 3727159

5 - 9 March

7.30 am - 1 pm
‘BUTTERWORTH PURPLE HERITAGE TRAIL’ & UNVEILING OF MURAL WALL

PAINTING AT RIA APARTMENT, LEBUH KAMPONG BENGGALI, BUTTERWORTH
ORGANIZED BY THINK CITY SDN BHD & PWDC Email: nicole.thum@thinkcity.com.my Tel: 04 3136601

 / info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

4 pm - 5 pm
‘PURPLE ZUMBA AT PENANG YOSAKOI FESTIVAL’ AT ESPLANADE, GEORGE TOWN

ORGANIZED BY PINK HIBISCUS CLUB Email: penangyosakoiparade@gmail.com Tel: 012 3909083

10 March 8 am - 1 pm
‘SAMBUTAN HARI WANITA SEDUNIA 2018 
PERINGKAT NEGERI PULAU PINANG’ AT DEWAN SRI PINANG, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY PENANG STATE & PWDC Tel: 04 6505158 (BPEN) / Email: info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

2 pm - 4.30 pm
‘PURPLE CHALLENGE’ AT DEWAN SRI PINANG, GEORGE TOWN
ORGANIZED BY PWDC Email: info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

8 March

8 am - 1 pm
‘BENGKEL KRAFTANGAN KOMUNITI’ AT DESA WAWASAN, SUNGAI RAMBAI, BUKIT MERTAJAM
ORGANIZED BY  PWDC Email: wee@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

18 March

7.30 am - 1 pm
‘KARNIVAL KELUARGA’ AT DEWAN ORANG RAMAI, SUNGAI DUA, SEBERANG PERAI
ORGANIZED BY JKKK SETEMPAT & PWDC Email: info@pwdc.org.my Tel: 04 261 2835

24 March

EVENT SUPPORTED BY : PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS:

Parked vehicles hindrance 
to garbage removal

Story by K.Thaarshenii

Pix by Patmavathy

HEAVY vehicles parked by 

the  roads ide  of  Kampung 
Mani s  i n  P ra i  have  been 

hindering the Seberang Pe-

r a i  M u n i c i p a l  C o u n c i l 

(MPSP) from collecting rub-

bish at the dumpsite in the 

village.

Taman Inderawasih Vil-

lage Development and Secu-

rity Committee (JKKK) sec-

re tary  K.  Jason Raj  (p ix) 
said  the  counci l  fa i led to 

collect the garbage from the 

dumpsite on Feb 17 because 

heavy vehicles were parked 

nearby, preventing the trucks 

from collecting the refuse as 

scheduled.

“The garbage collection 

was successfully carried out 

on Feb 18.

“ T h e  c o u n c i l  h a s  a l s o 

placed a common garbage 

barrel for the Kampung Ma-

nis residents to dispose their 

domestic waste,” he told a 

press conference on Feb 19 

in Seberang Perai.

Ra j  s a id  t ha t  t he  s t a t e 

would not neglect Kampung 
Manis although the village 

is situated on private land.

It  was reported that the 

landowner of Kampung Ma-

n i s  i s  t he  Ra i lway  Asse t 

Corporation (RAC).

RAC is a Federal statu-

tory body under the Trans-

port Ministry.

It was also reported that 

Deputy  Chief  Minis te r  I I 

Prof Dr P. Ramasamy would 

write to RAC to propose a 

joint venture development to 

raise the quality of life in 

the village.

Also present were mem-

ber of JKKK Taman Indra-

wasih Jerry Leong.
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Story by K.H. Ong

Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE “super” traffic jams in Jalan 
Air Itam, especially at the market 

area, will be significantly reduced 
following the official opening of 
the new link from Jalan Zoo off 
Jalan Air Itam to Jalan Zoo off 
Jalan Kampung Pisang as well as 
the upgrading of the existing roads.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, 

who declared open the road in 

Jalan Zoo on Feb 12, said traffic 
flow in the area is expected to 
improve by 20% and will benefit 
20,000 road users.

“The completion of this project 

is not only a relief to residents of 

Air Itam but also of Paya Ter-

ubong, Relau and Balik Pulau, 

who use Jalan Air Itam to travel 
to George Town,” said Lim, who 

is happy that this new link is ready 

for use before Chinese New Year 

which falls on Feb 16.

“Now, they have an important 

alternative which will have a big 

impact here. In Air Itam, we have 

not just traffic jams, but super 

jams. With this project, road users 

can have a shortcut to Paya Ter-

ubong.

“Traffic flow can also im-

prove by 20%. Don’t think this is 

a small figure. In engineering as-

pects, if you improve by 25%, it’s 

the maximum.”

Also present at the ceremony 

were Air Itam assemblymember 

Wong Hon Wai, Penang Island 

City Council (MBPP) secretary 

Addnan Mohd Razali, MBPP 

Engineering Department acting 

director A. Rajendran and con-

sultant engineer Hew Yoon 

Leong.

Lim said the total cost of the 

project was RM21.55 million, 

with RM13.65 million for up-

grading and linking of the road 

from Jalan Zoo off Jalan Air Itam 
to  Ja lan  Kampung Pisang 
(769m), building of a bridge over 

Sungai Air Itam (29m) and land 

acquisition costing RM7.9 mil-

lion.

“This money is spent by MBPP. 

The best part is that it is toll free. 

The project is part of a master plan 

to reduce traffic here.”
Lim said MBPP is also building 

an alternative 1.4km road project 

linking Bandar Baru Ayer Itam to 

An aerial view of one section of Jalan Zoo that runs over Sungai Air Itam.

A water salute welcomes 
the inaugural direct flight of 
Qatar Airways at the Penang 
International Airport.

(From third from left) Lee, 
Ahmad Fadil, Lim, Ehab, Essa 
Mohamed, Mohd Rashid and 
Badlisham in a group photo 
after welcoming the inaugural 
direct flight of Qatar Airways. 

Solving Air Itam’s traffic jams

Lebuh Bukit Jambul at a cost of 
RM275 million.

“If there is an accident in Jalan 
Paya Terubong, we will have traf-

fic jams for miles. We hope with 
the completion of the alternative 

project, there won’t be this occur-

rence.”

Lim said MBPP would also see 

that the contractor resurfaces Ja-

lan Zoo and solves other teething 

problems.

Wong said six houses, one 

garage and two sheds were relo-

cated and their owners given cash 

compensation before the project 

began on Dec 29, 2015 and was 

completed on Jan 31 this year.
“This project is akin to a heart 

bypass because of the bad traffic 
jams in Air Itam,” Wong said in 

an earlier speech, adding that 

many locals and tourists usually 

flock to the brightly-lit Kek Lok 
Si Temple and Penang Hill in Air 

Itam during the Chinese New 

Year.

Wong also revealed that a pub-

lic park will be opened in Kam-

pung Pisang on March 4 and an-

other public park off Jalan Zoo in 
a few months’ time for the resi-

dents to enjoy a healthy lifestyle.

Maiden Qatar Airways 
direct flight lands
Story by Christopher 

Tan

Pix by Nur Afiqah Zainudi

PENANG is now more glob-

al ly connected -  thanks to 

Qatar Airways’ direct flights 

between Doha and Penang.

The first flight arrived at 

the Penang International Air-

por t  f rom Doha a t  a round 

2.35pm on Feb 6.

The multiple award-winning 

airline would have three week-

ly direct flights between Doha 

and Penang - on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Saturdays.

The direct flight to Penang 

is the second gateway to Ma-

laysia  by the  a i r l ine  f rom 

Doha.

A water salute was held at 

2.40pm, witnessed by Chief 

M i n i s t e r  L i m  G u a n  E n g , 

Deputy Chief Minister I Da-

tuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon and 

other VIPs.

Also present at  the wel-

coming ceremony were Qa-

tari Ambassador to Malaysia 

Essa Mohamed Al-Mannai, 

Malays ian  Ambassador  to 

Qatar  Datuk  Ahmad Fadi l 

Shamsuddin, Qatar Airways 

c h i e f  c o m m e r c i a l  o f f i c e r 

Ehab Amin, Qatar Airways 

Southeast  Asia vice-presi-

dent Jared Lee and Malaysia 
Airpor ts  Hold ings  Berhad 

m a n a g i n g  d i r e c t o r  D a t u k 

Badlisham Ghazali.
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THE state government has 

reached out to the residents 

of Tanjung Court  to help 

them in the upgrading works 

of the condominium’s water 

tanks.

Exco for Housing, Town 

and Country Planning Jag-

deep Singh announced the 

good news to the residents 

during his visit to the condo-

minium on Feb 11.

“The application for an 

allocation under the Penang 

Housing Maintenance Maxi-

mum 80% Fund (TPM80PP) 

for the upgrading works of 

water  tanks has been ap-

proved.

“The total cost for upgrad-

ing 28 units of water tanks is 

RM299,000.

“ T h e  s t a t e  w i l l  b e a r 

RM239,000 or 80% of the 

cost, while the remaining 20% 

or RM59,800 will be borne by 

the residents,” he said.

Jagdeep added that he will 
look into the request from 

the residents concerning the 

repainting of the blocks.

Bukit Gelugor MP Ram-

karpal Singh, who was pre-

sent at the event, said other 

issues raised by the residents 

will be taken into considera-

tions as well.

“We have been here on 

various occasions to meet 

the residents where issues 

with regards to their stand-

a r d  o f  l i v i n g  h e r e  w e r e 

raised.

“I agree with YB Jagdeep 
that the water tank which 

comes under critical mainte-

nance is always a priority as 

it has to do with their qual-

ity of live.

“I have submitted the ap-

plication which was given to 

me by Bandar Baru Air Itam 

Management concerning the 

upgrading of lifts (under the 

TPM80PP) and hope we will 

be coming here again bring-

ing more good news,” Ram-

karpal added.

He sa id  Penang Is land 

City Council (MBPP) coun-

cillor D.Kala has installed a 
safety mirror for motorists 

upon the request from resi-

dents.

Also present at the event 

were Paya Terubong assem-

blymember Yeoh Soon Hin, 

Seri Delima assemblymem-

ber R.S.N Rayer, BBAIM 

Tanjung Court building su-

pervisor Steven Leong and 

representatives of residents 

committee of Tanjong Court 

Condominium.

Story by Victor Seow

Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

THE Penang state government 

upped the ante in its promotion 

of STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering & Maths) education 

by adopting Japanese methods of 
teaching mathematics at Karpal 
Singh Penang Learning Centre.

“Japanese method of teaching 
maths that was selected by Pen-

ang Math Platform is fun and 

easy to learn as well as practical 

in its application and benefit,” 
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng 

said at the launch of the Free 

Japanese Math Classes on Feb 

10.

“The mastering of maths is 

critical if we want to prepare our 

young for competent digital 

literacy. After all, the future 

doesn’t count if one doesn’t 

learn how to count,” he added.

“We are making the maths 

classes available to everyone 

especially to the children from 

poorer families who want to 

learn maths. It is free and the 

only condition is that students 

attend class,” the chief minister 

noted.

There are currently 14 maths 

classes which cater for primary 

and secondary students includ-

ing two free Japanese math 
classes for those from the lower 

income group.

A total of 121 students are 

enrolled in these classes which are 

held every week. 

If plans by Penang Math Plat-

form go well for 2018, enrolment 

would double to 240 by June this 
year. Apart from studying, stu-

dents will also be taking part in 

math-related events, activities, 

workouts and competitions.

Also present at the event were 

Seri Delima assembly member 

RSN Rayer, Bukit Gelugor MP 

Ramkarpal Singh, Japanese 
Consul-General in Penang 

Kiyoshi Itoi and Penang STEM 
chief executive officer Ang Lye 
Hin.

The maths classes, according to Lim (left), serve to inculcate an aptitude for the subject and to cater 
for students from families with modest means.

Teaching 
maths the 
Japanese way

Aid for Tanjung Court water tank upgrade

(Front row, from fourth from left) Ramkarpal, Leong, Jagdeep, Yeoh and Rayer in a group picture with the residents.
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Story by Tanushalini 

Moroter

Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah

SOME 7,000 over Penangites 

clad in pink took part in the “I♥ 

Penang Walk 2018” on Feb 4.

The 5km walk was around the 

heritage enclave.

The vibe of positivity and 

love for Penang was up in the 

air throughout the walk with 

families, kids and youngsters 

having lots of fun.

It was a pleasant sight to see 

everyone taking part in the event 

in unity.

Chief Minister Lim Guan 

Eng, who took part with his fa-

ther Lim Kit Siang who is the 

Gelang Patah MP, Deputy Chief 

Minister I Datuk Mohd Rashid  

Hasnon and Deputy Chief Min-

ister II Prof. P. Ramasamy, 

flagged off the event.
Also taking part were some 

state exco members, assembly-

members, Penang Island City 

Council (MBPP) mayor Yew 

Tung Seang and MBPP secre-

tary Addnan Mohd. Razali.

Lim in his speech before the 

flag-off, suggested “Cun-nya 

Pulau Pinang” as this year’s 

theme for tourism.

“Penang’s biggest achieve-

ment is when it was given rec-

ognition as one of the cleanest 

cities among the Asean coun-

tries.

“Congrats Penang, as we are 

clean, healthy, green and safe. 

Thus I would like to suggest 

‘Cun-nya Penang to be this 

year’s theme for tourism,” said 

Lim.

Some of the participants taking a group picture with Lim.

Thousands in pink for love of 
Penang

Story by Christopher Tan 

OPPOSITION leaders in the state 

have been taken to task over the 

viral fake news on “white lan-

terns” being put up in Penang.

Tanjong MP Ng Wei Aik 

slammed the irresponsible cyber-

troopers for spreading the fake 

news, while alleging that the viral 

fake news involved cybertroop-

ers of opposition parties.

“The news has gone viral since 

Feb 4, involving cybertroopers 

who claimed that the Penang 

government put up a lot of white 

lanterns to celebrate the Chinese 

New Year.

“Photos of the lanterns in-

stalled in Jalan Cheong Fatt Tze 
were taken by the cybertroopers 

to give an impression that they 

were telling the truth. 

“In fact, the news was fake,” 

Ng told a press conference in 

front of the Tow Boo Keong 
Temple in Jalan Cheong Fatt Tze 
on Feb 5.

Ng said some 1,000 yellow 

lanterns were put up by the Tow 

Boo Keong Temple in Jalan 
Cheong Fatt Tze in early October 

last year in conjunction with their 

175th anniversary celebration 

and the Nine Emperor Gods Fes-

tival.

“The temple has not taken 

down the lanterns because they 

do not have enough manpower. 

The yellow lanterns faded over 

time.

“They planned to take them 

down on Feb 13 this year, but 

unfortunately the fake news had 

gone viral.

“We want the opposition party 

leaders to apologise for insulting 

the Chinese community,” he said.

“Their cybertroopers did not 

respect the donors of the yellow 

lanterns and tried to play up reli-

gious sentiments,” he added.

Ng said he had asked Penang 

Island City Council (MBPP) 

councillor Wong Yuee Harng to 

lodge a police report over the 

matter.

“We will lodge a police report 

against certain opposition mem-

bers involved for spreading the 

fake news.

“We will try to name those 

whose identity we are able to 

trace,” he said.

Ng said this was in line with 

the call by Deputy Prime Minis-

ter Datuk Seri Ahmad Zahid 

Hamidi who warned that creators 

and propagators of fake news 

would be punished for their 

wrongdoings.

Ng added that Eastern and 

Oriental Bhd (E&O) sponsored 

RM200,000 to the state to put up 

Chinese New Year lanterns this 

year.

“We are putting up 8,000 red 

lanterns in the George Town 

heritage enclave. There are no 

yellow or white lanterns,” he 

said.

Opposition slammed 
for fake news on 
‘white lanterns’

Ng (right) and Wong showing the original yellow lanterns in Jalan Cheong Fatt Tze and the faded 
ones hanging over them.
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Story and Pix by Danny Ooi

ANOTHER exciting programme is 

in the pipeline for the benefit of the 
Batu Uban community.

Meridian Beauty Association 

(PKMM) Penang branch, Lip Sin 
Community Development and Se-

curity Committee and the Batu Uban 

service centre are jointly organising 

a beauty training programme on 

March 11.

Batu Uban assemblymember Dr 

T. Jayabalan said the training pro-

gramme would benefit the commu-

nity, including school leavers, single 

mothers and housewives.

“We have organised many com-

munity programmes to help in hu-

man capital development.

“We believe in ‘teaching the 

people how to fish, and not to fish 
for them forever’.

“Participants can acquire addi-

tional skills when they take part in 

the programmes,” he told a press 

conference on Feb 8.

Among the programmes held 

were Earn and Learn (engineering 

and accounting), urban farming, 

changing of engine oil for motorcy-

cles, free haircut and an open inter-

view programme.

The beauty training programme 

would be held from 10.30am to noon 

on March 11 at the public field in 
Lorong Nipah 3, Taman Lip Sin.

Admission is free.

For retails contact / Whatsapps:  

+6016-419 9846 / +604 -618 0500

Also present at the press confer-

ence were Dare & Dream’s project 

manager Tracy Liew and PKMM 
president Crentz Chor and personal 

assistant to Jayabalan, Chan Soo 
Aun.

Beauty training course in 
Batu Uban

(From left) Chor, Jayabalan, Chan and Liew at the press conference.

Story by Christopher Tan

Pix by Alvie Cheng

PENANG has achieved a 100% 

increase in the overall number of 

events hosted last year.

Penang Convention and Exhi-

bition Bureau (PCEB) chief ex-

ecutive officer Ashwin Gu-

nasekeran said the overall number 

of events that Penang has hosted 

last year was 2,511, compared to 

1,251 events recorded in 2016.

“PCEB and its partners have 

also achieved the RM1b target for 

Penang’s business events in 2017 

with an overall Estimated Econo-

my Impact (EEI) of RM1.002b,” 

Ashwin said in his speech during 

the release of the PCEB 2017 edi-

tion of the business events indus-

try review on Feb 5.

The review is a result of the 

year-long data collection initiative 

by PCEB to document the success 

of Penang’s business events in-

dustry.

The in-depth review provides 

statistics and comparisons of all 

the sectors and markets that con-

tribute to the business events in-

dustry in the state.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng 

congratulated PCEB for starting 

2018 on an exciting note, with the 

signing of a strategic partnership 

alliance with Malaysia Airlines 

Berhad.

“With the strategic partnership, 

we believe that PCEB will be able 

to better position and promote 

Penang as the preferred business 

events destination.

“I am also proud to announce 

that Team Penang has completed 

its first roadshow for both leisure 
and business events to India.

“The Penang sales mission to 

India, covering four cities - Kol-
kata, New Delhi, Mumbai and 

Bengaluru - was supported by a 

delegation of 17 partners,” he 

said.

Among the partners were Pen-

ang Global Tourism, hotels, des-

tination management companies, 

event experts and Malaysia Air-

lines.

“The roadshow signifies that 
Penang is the first state in Malay-

sia to organise its own roadshow 

to India. Penang leads again!

“After India, we will also be 

attending nine other trade shows 

this year, namely in China, Korea, 
Germany, London and United 

States, which will benefit and 

expand the Penang business 

events market by reaching out to 

more potential buyers and meet-

ing planners,” Lim said.

He added that it was the state’s 

commitment to make Penang a 

world-class business events des-

tination.

“It started more than eight 

years ago when we decided that 

we needed a world-class conven-

tion and exhibition centre,” Lim 

said referring to the Setia SPICE 

Convention Centre.

“Despite strong opposition 

from those who can’t see the need 

and prospect, we soldiered on.

“I think we have silenced the 

critics after the centre was built.

“Before it was built, everyone 

was afraid, fearful and opposing 

it.

“After we have the centre, 

people realised how important it 

is for us to have it.

“This is where leadership 

comes. Leadership comes from 

not only making the right deci-

sion, but also making bold deci-

sions,” Lim said.

He also raised the overall EEI 

target for this year to RM1.8bil.

The participants gave a re-

sounding “yes” when Lim chal-

lenged them to achieve the target.

Striving to be world-class 
business events destination

PENANG is welcoming more 

multinational companies to invest 

in the state.

State Industrial Development 

and International Trade, Co-oper-

atives and Community Relation 

and Entrepreneur Development 

Committee chairman Datuk 

Mohd Rashid Hasnon said Pen-

ang was touted as the leading state 

in terms of investments in Malay-

sia.

“We have been internationally 

recognised. Penang was reported 

to be punching well above its 

weight in the tech world through 

hardware manufacturing, in the 

BBC News report on Jan 22.
“With renowned multinational 

automotive suppliers such as 

Valeo investing in Penang, we 

hope that more multinational 

companies will come and invest 

in the state,” Mohd Rashid, who 

is also Deputy Chief Minister I, 

said during the opening ceremony 

of Valeo at the Perai Free Indus-

trial Zone recently.

He was representing Chief 

Minister Lim Guan Eng at the 

event.

Also present were French 

Ambassador to Malaysia Fred-

eric Laplanche and Valeo Com-

fort and Driving Assistance Sys-

tems president Marc Vrecko.

Vrecko said the opening of the 

Valeo factory in Penang was a 

stepping stone to grow invest-

ments in Southeast Asia.

Penang welcomes more 
multinational companies 
to invest in the state

Lim (right) at the release of the PCEB 2017 edition of the business 
events industry review. With him is Ashwin.
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THE federal government has 

been urged to exempt Goods and 

Services Tax (GST) on construc-

tion materials for the building of 

low-cost, low medium-cost and 

affordable projects immediately 

by Penang Housing, Town and 

Country Planning Committee 

chairman Jagdeep Singh.
“Why burden the lower in-

come group? It makes no sense,” 

Jagdeep told reporters after 
launching a free trial “Digital 

Learning Programme” for 30 

pupils at the Penang Digital Li-

brary on Feb 24.

“Pakatan Harapan wants GST 

to be abolished. For me, the ex-

emption of GST on construction 

materials for these homes should 

be immediate.”

Jagdeep, who is also the Datok 
Keramat assemblymember, said 
the Real Estate and Housing 

Developers’ Association (Rehda) 

had called on the federal govern-

ment to do away with the GST 

for the low-cost and affordable 

homes in September last year.

He said the Penang Develop-

ment Corporation, which man-

ages the state housing projects, 

had estimated that the state paid 

RM162 million in GST for 11 of 

the 18 projects undertaken by the 

state government.

“If we include the other seven 

projects, we estimate we may 

have to pay a total of RM250 

million in GST. Imagine what we 

can do with a quarter of a billion 

ringgit. We can build many more 

low-cost projects or reduce the 

price of the low-cost houses.

“The value of the ringgit is 

going down but the cost of the 

construction materials is going 

up. The cost of GST is trans-

ferred to the units.”

Currently, a low-cost unit is 

priced at RM42,000, a low-me-

dium cost unit RM72,500 and 

affordable homes are priced 

maximum RM300,000 on the 

island and maximum RM250,000 

for the mainland.

On a brighter note, Jagdeep 
said Bank Negara had responded 

positively on Friday to a round-

table talk after he wrote a letter 

to its governor Tan Sri Muham-

md Ibrahim, complaining of a 

high rejection rate for bank loans 

by applicants of low-cost homes.

“There is no point in building 

these homes when many appli-

cants for bank loans get rejected. 

We need to work together for the 

rakyat,” Jagdeep said.
Rehda, he said, had stated that 

the rejection rate was 63% but he 

felt it could be as high as 70% 

based on a low-cost project built 

in Bandar Cassia in Batu Kawan. 
The project has 520 units of 

which 320 units have been taken 

up.

“Out of 1,000 names we gave 

to PDC, only 300 got their ap-

plications approved by the 

banks,” said Jagdeep.
From 2008 to 2017, Jagdeep 

said the state government had 

built 24,000 units of low-cost, 

low medium-cost and affordable 

homes in five districts in the 

state, 17,000 such units are cur-

rently being built and 32,000 

such units have been approved to 

be built.

Story & pix by 

K.Thaarshenii

THE Seberang Perai Munici-

pal Council (MPSP) is com-

mitted in fighting corruption, 

abuse of power and criminal 

breach of trust among its staff, 

council president Datuk Ro-

zali Mohamud said.

“I urge all of you to main-

tain integrity in your work and 

carry out your duty with full 

sincerity and responsibility,” 

he told the staff during his 

speech at the MPSP headquar-

ters on Feb 13.

He was  speaking  a t  the 

launch of the fight bribery 

campaign (GEMPUR) jointly 

organised  by the Malaysian 

Anti-Corruption Commission 

(MACC) and MPSP.

Rozali later told the media 

that the MPSP constantly im-

proves  and  s impl i f i es  the 

processes involving its ser-

vices.

“Among the work processes 

that have been improved are 

the process of obtaining non-

risk licences, the licence for 

companies and businesses, 

establishing Provisional Per-

mit Guidelines for Manual 

Vehicle  Cleaning Centres , 

Used Vehicle Sales Guide-

l ines,  and Food Truck and 

Truck Service Guidelines. 

“The council also organises 

the ‘Customer Friendly Day’ 

once every three months as 

one of its efforts to fight cor-

ruption,” he said.

State MACC director Datuk 

Abdul  Aziz  Aban said  the 

GEMPUR campaign was held 

to remind civil servants to 

reject and report corruption, 

educate the public not to offer 

bribes to civil servants, and 

also to enhance the image of 

public service officers. 

“We are focusing on en-

forcement agencies, regula-

tory bodies and local authori-

ties; government-linked com-

panies, and financial institu-

tions and banking sectors,” he 

said.

Rozali (front row, third from right) and Abdul Aziz in a group photo at the launch of the GEMPUR campaign

MPSP dedicated to combat corruption

Exempt GST on construction materials for low-cost homes, says Jagdeep



7500人走出真心
林冠英冀打造魅力槟城

我爱槟城行

在约7500人发出如雷的“我爱槟城”口号后，我爱槟城行（I Love Penang Walk）热烈开走，
主持挥旗的槟州首席部长林冠英同时宣布，
今年旅游槟城的主题为“魅力槟城”（CUN~NYA PENANG），
希望集众人力量，一起把槟州打造成魅力十足的旅游胜地！

我爱槟城行是由州政府主办，槟岛市政厅及占
领土库街协办获得民众热烈响应，大家起个大
清早，从土库街出发，路经义兴街、大伯公
街、椰脚街、华盖街、莲花河、南华医院街、
观音亭后、椰脚街、沓田仔、社尾街回到土库
街，全长约五公里。
林冠英致词时说，今年的旅游主题是“魅力槟
城”。“槟城已摆脱最肮脏的城市污名，成为
东盟最乾净城市之一，除此之外，我们的环保
工作也做得很好，这么多人来参加今天早上的
步行运动，也证明了槟城人注重健康。”
致词后，首长率领众人高喊“我爱槟城”口
号，带动士气，振奋人心。他也和众嘉宾，包
括民主行动党国会领袖林吉祥、第一副首长拿
督拉昔、第二副首长拉玛沙米教授、行政议员
林峰成、章瑛、阿都马烈等，和民众一起完成
五公里路程。
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1完成行程后，当然是要拍张
得意照片啦！
2行程特地安排在古迹区一
带，让参加者以徒步方式，
进一步了解乔治市。
3友族一家大小起个大早齐开
走，享受天伦乐。
4来来来，送你一个飞吻，替
你打气。
5台上者右起：林冠英、林吉
祥、阿都马烈、拉玛沙米、
章瑛、林峰成等，在完成五
公 里 路 程 后 ， 与 参 加 者 合
影。
6自拍打卡上脸书，留下美好
回忆。
7超过7000人参加我爱槟城
行，场面盛大。
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