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THE places of religious worship
other than Islam (Tabung Amanah
RIBI) fund has disbursed some
RM3,561,977.20 (as of March 13
2018) to churches, temples (Hindu
and Chinese) and gurdwaras in
Penang since 2016.

On the island, 24 Hindu tem-
ples, 14 Chinese temples, 11
churches and five gurdwaras have
received a total of RM 1,832,133.

On the mainland, RM
1,729,844 .20 has been disbursed
to seven Hindu temples, 30 Chi-
nese temples, six churches and
two gurdwaras.

Upon meeting the requirements
set, successful applicants are en-
titled for a maximum allocation of
RMS50,000 under the RIBI fund.

The funds for RIBI which the
state government is now disburs-
ing are collected from developers
who could not provide RIBI space
(providing RIBI space is under the
council law) due to scarcity of
land in their respective projects.

Exco for Housing and Town &
Country Planning Jagdeep Singh,
during an exclusive chat at his
office on March 9, shared his
thoughts on RIBI.

“RIBI basically began with the
local councils, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP),
making requirements to develop-
ers who were unable to allocate

Jagdeep holding the RIBI list (those who have received help from ‘Tabung Amanah RIBI’).

plots for non-Muslim houses of
worship to make some contribu-
tion to the local councils.

“There is a formula used by the
councils to calculate the amount
to be paid by the developers ac-
cording to the project, so that is
how it came about and this money
was parked under the local coun-
cils (MBPP and MPSP).

“Originally my committee
(under Jagdeep’s portfolio) was
only approving the land for RIBI

applications, then in 2015, I pro-
posed to the state government to
make use of the fund (RIBI fund
parked by MBPP and MPSP).

“I suggested creating a fund
where the money from MBPP and
MPSP (RIBI fund) are merged
into one fund which we call
‘Tabung Amanah RIBI’,” Jagdeep
said of his idea of using the fund
in a beneficial way.

Jagdeep, as chairman of the
RIBI fund committee, stated that

after the state government agreed
to his suggestion, the money (from
MBPP and MPSP RIBI fund) was
channeled to ‘Tabung Amanah
RIBI’ to be used to upgrade exist-
ing RIBIs or building of new ones.
“On Sept 9, 2015, the state
excos agreed to my suggestion to
use the money to help out the RIBI
in Penang to upgrade their infra-
structure or to build new ones.
“Initially the maximum alloca-
tion per application was RM20,000

More than RM3.5m in
RIBI aid given out

but the amount seemed to be little
to carry out the upgrading work as
there are GST charges.

“Hence, last year we decided
to increase the maximum alloca-
tion from RM20,000 to RM50,000
per applicant,” he added.

According to Jagdeep, there is
a balance of RM5,709,475.30 in
the state government’s ‘Tabung
Amanah RIBI’ as of March 13,
2018.

The criteria to be met by the
religious organisation to be eligi-
ble for the RIBI fund are:

e formal application letter to the
RIBI coordinating committee.

® feedback/letter of support from
the assemblymember of the ap-
plicant’s area.

® copy of the registration certifi-
cate issued by Registrar of Socie-
ties.

® [ist of committee members from
the association/organization.

® etter of consent from the land-
owner

e Status of the land ownership
(tax receipt/grant)

® map of the site (place of wor-
ship)

® type of maintenance to be car-
ried out

® three quotations for the pro-
posed renovation or work to be
done.

Those interested can check out
the RIBI fund at the Town and
Country Planning Department,
57th floor, Komtar or visit jpbd.
penang.gov.my

* Special reports on pgs 2-4
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Taking concrete steps
towards religious harmony

AS in previous years, Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng on March 12 provided an annual allocation
of RM50,000 to the Malaysian Consultative
Council of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism,
Sikhism and Taoism (MCCBCHST) for the
promotion of religious harmony, understanding
and mutual respect among the different faiths
in Penang.

“The state government will continue to sup-
port within our means religions other than Islam
to ensure that the provision of freedom of wor-
ship in the Federal Constitution is upheld,” Lim
said.

The chief minister also listed 11 measures
for the promotion of religious freedom which
have been implemented under his administra-
tion:-

1. Establishing a Penang Executive
Council (exco) for religions other than the Islam
portfolio which is headed by the chief minister.

2. Allocating land for places of religious
worship for religions other than Islam.

3. Providing funding amounting to
RM30 million since 2008.

4. Granting approval by local govern-
ment councils for construction of places wor-
ship for religions other than Islam.

5. Granting a yearly allocation of RM1.5
million to the Hindu Endowment Board (HEB).

6. Giving a building at Macalister Road
for the HEB to manage its affairs.

7.  Ensuring that housing developers must
provide for an equal amount of religious land
for religions other than Islam.
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Chinese New Year in Penang will never
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be complete without the bright lights
illuminating from Kek Lok Si Temple.
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from the state government.

8.  Givingabuilding at Scotland Road to
specifically manage the affairs of the exco for
Religions Other Than Islam portfolio.

9. Providing an annual allocation of
RM50,000 to MCCBCHST.

10. Annual allocations to missionary or
religious-based schools registered under the
Ministry of Education.

11.  Apply for approval of paid leave for
state government servants to non-Muslims
conducting religious pilgrimage similar to
Muslims performing their Haj and Umrah.

Representing the MCCBCHST to receive
the cheque was its chairman Loo Keat Seng.
Accompanying him at the ceremony were his
committee members comprising Buddhist
representatives Chuah Cheng Ying and Thean
Yoon Fui, Christianity representatives Arokia-
dass and Hwa Jen, Hinduism representatives

for
A Malay dance per
Chinese New Year ce

that’s truly Mala

Loo (sixth from left) and his committee members receiving the annual allocation

A.Tharman and G. Munisanan, Taoism repre-
sentative Tong Weng Thye and Sikhism repre-
sentatives Sukhindarpal Singh and Nachatar
Singh.

“This allocation from the state govern-
ment would be used for our welfare pro-
grammes such as in giving out financial
assistance during the floods in Penang which
took place last year. Furthermore, the pro-
motion of religious harmony is very much
in line with the true teachings of every faith
with a strong emphasis on compassion, kind-
ness and being thankful for what we have,”
said Loo.

Also present were state exco members
Jagdeep Singh (Town & Country Planning and
Housing), Phee Boon Poh (Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment) and Danny Law
(Tourism Development & Culture).

med during the
lebration. Now,
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Boost for
cultural
heritage
association

Story by Christopher Tan

THE Persatuan Teong Guan Pulau
Pinang received a pleasant surprise from
the Penang government when the state
presented an allocation of RM 10,000 to
the association in Komtar on March 2.

The allocation came as a surprise
because it was only days ago when
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng promised
to assist the cultural heritage association
in their effort to promote the Penang
Hungry Ghost Festival (Phor Thor) as
an intangible cultural heritage.

It is learnt that the association was
working towards their aim to make the
Penang Hungry Ghost Festival as one
of the Unesco Intangible Cultural Herit-
age.

“We deliver what we promised. We
gave our word that we will assist the
association and we are honouring it.

“We do not delay our disbursement,”
Lim said before presenting the
RM10,000 cheque to the association.

The association was pleased with the
quick allocation by the Penang govern-
ment.

Lim, during the Persatuan Teong
Guan Pulau Pinang Chinese New Year
open house on Feb 22, promised to
provide the allocation to aid the asso-
ciation.

The 13.71m arch at
the entrance of the
Waterfall Hilltop Temple
is noted for its intricate
carvings depicting
stories from the Hindu
scriptures.




Th’é’ restored Church of The
Assumption reopened its doors on

New'Year’s Day this year.

Story by Victor Seow

THE 14-month period from Aug
15,2016 onwards proved to be a
challenging as well as satisfying
period for members of the Church
of The Assumption Restoration
Committee. To begin with, rais-
ing RM2.5 million for the mam-
moth task was no mean feat, not
to mention that the final objective
was to restore the 158-year-old
church back to what it looked like
in 1928 as revealed by restoration
architect Edmond Khoo.
Restoration committee chair-
man John Lau, secretary Christo-
pher Kushi Kostka, treasurer
Anthony Chan, church
assistant priest Fa-
. t h e r
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Joachim Robert and Khoo shared
their restoration journey with
Buletin Mutiara on March 8.

“Two years back as the fund
raising chairman, I did write to
the chief minister’s office. On
Heritage Day 2016, he came and
visited the church and pledged
RM100,000 (towards the restora-
tion fund). We were, of course,
very happy with the state govern-
ment’s gesture,” said Lau.

For the record, the state gov-
ernment chipped in a total
RM250,000 towards the Church
of The Assumption restoration
fund — RM200,000 in the form of
the chief minister’s allocation and
RM50,000 under the RIBI funds
chaired by exco for Town &
Country Planning and Housing
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Jagdeep Singh.

Apart from the monetary as-
sistance from the state govern-
ment, what really touched the
hearts of Lau and his committee
members was the personal inter-
est and concern of Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng in their endeavour.

“Going forward, CM also took
a personal interest in this project.
I'met him in KL when he was very
busy with his party’s CEC reelec-
tion then. He asked how things
were progressing. I said ‘very
good but we are still short of
funds’. He then said ‘Ok, Ok...I
will give you another RM100,000.

“Last year in December when
CM came to the church, he told
us about the RIBI funds. And
prior to that, we also did appeal
to Jagdeep and he gave us
RM350,000. So, personally I feel
that the state government has
done a good job in terms of help-
ing the other religions. I’m happy
it’s an inclusive government
which takes care of the interest of
the different faiths. I think we

should continue with this poli-
cy,” added Lau.

PHEDB’s vital role in taking care of Indian communit

THE Penang Hindu Endowment
Board (PHEB) takes the lead to take
care of the needs of the Indian com-
munity, especially with regards to
religious needs.

“After Pakatan Harapan took
over the state government in 2008,
PHEB has been actively helping out
the Indian community, such as build-
ing of new temples, providing burial
grounds, education fund, cemetery
maintenance and land allocation,”
said PHEB executive director M.
Ramachandran.

On another occasion, Buletin
Mutiara team during an interview
with the head of the Arulmigu Gan-
gatharan Sivan temple P. Sivakumar,
found out how PHEB has helped
them with the plot for the construc-
tion of their new temple.

Since 2005, the temple in But-

Hindu Temple Development Project

Arulmigu Gangatharan Sivan Temple, Butterworth

Dewi Sri Ruthra Maha Kaliamman Devastanam Temple, Batu

Maung
Sri Selva Vinayagar Temple, Perai
Land RIBI (MPSP) for two temples

Hindu Cemetery / 'Kirigai' site
Byram Estate, Hindu cemetery
Balik Pulau, Hindu cemetery
Batu Kawan, Hindu cemetery
'Kirigai' prayers, Jalan York

'Kirigai' prayers, Taman Bagan, Butterworth

'Kirigai' prayers, Kadarkarai Muniswarar Temple, Perai.

terworth has been temporarily oper-
ating at Jalan Mengkuang as they do
not have a permanent place.

“With the help of Deputy Chief
Minister IT Prof Dr. P. Ramasamy,
who is also PHEB chairman, we

Land Allocation
1 acre

10,000 sq.ft

3 lot
3,000 sq.ft

Land Allocation / (RM)
2.9 acres

2,772 sq.ft

5 acres

RM36,000

1 acre

RM19,800

received a one acre plot and on May
7, 2017 earth pooja ceremony was
held.

“The new temple construction
will begin soon at Taman Bagan with
an estimated cost of RM3.5 million.

s . e |
B ey

Sivakumar showing the plan of
the new temple

“The construction of the temple
is expected to be completed in three
years,” Sivakumar said.

Sivakumar also thanked the state
government for its continues support
to the temple.
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Having
funds to run
programines

BULETIN Mutiara met up
with Datuk Ang Choo
Hong (pix) on March 9 and
sought his views on the
state’s assistance to the
Buddhist community in
Penang — be it in terms of
financial allocations or
RIBI funds for the upgrad-
ing of infrastructure.

Ang chairs the Board of
Directors of the Young
Buddhist Association of
Malaysia (YBAM) which
has an office at Seang Tek
Road for its Penang Chap-
ter. YBAM has a total
membership of around
4,000. If one includes sup-
porters and sponsors, the
figure reaches 10,000 and
they are scattered across
the country.

“YBAM received a grant
of RM30,000 from the state
government in 2015 and
subsequently in 2016, we
received RM40,000. And
also RM40,000 in 2017.
These grants are given by
the chief minister’s office.
These are substantive
amount of money given by
the (present) state govern-
ment which we didn’t re-
ceive previously. For that,
we’re very thankful,” he
said.

“We use the money to
run our organisation which
is for the development of
Buddhism in Malaysia.
Other Buddhist organisa-
tions (such as temples and
monasteries) would have
applied (for RIBI) and ben-
efited from the grants un-
der RIBI,” Ang, who’s also
the CEO of PDC Urus Setia
Sdn Bhd, added.
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The RM3.5m majestic Golden
Chariot was launched under
the helm of Deputy Chief
Minister Il Prof.P. Ramasamy
in 2017.

PARKING DEVICE

HOLDERS of the Smart Parking Gadget are required to return
the devices to Penang Island City Council by March 31. They
can return them to the council’s one-stop payment centre in Jalan
Padang Kota Lama, Mondays to Thursdays (8.30am to 12.30pm
and 2pm to 4.30pm) and Fridays (8.30am to 12.15pm and 2.45pm
to 4.30pm).

NIGHT TRAIL

SIGN up for a free guided walk through George Town’s heritage
sites and buildings on March 23 from 6.30pm to 8.30pm. It is
free but prior registration is required. Email Ifsspenang@gmail.
com or call 012-4276251

FOOD FAIR

EDEN HANDICAP Service Centre will hold its annual Charity
Food Fair on April 14 from 9am to 2pm at the Han Chiang School
indoor stadium. Proceeds from the fair will go to the centre to
provide free services to the disabled. Booklets priced at RM20
each are available at its office at the Caring Society Complex
and centre in Jalan Sir Hussein. Details, call Elreen (04-229 5648)
or Derrick (04-228 2758).

CHARITY CONCERT

MOUNT Miriam Cancer Hospital is organising a “Youth Gives
2018: Caring Through Music” charity concert featuring students
from various local schools on July 14 from 7.30pm to 9.30pm.
To buy tickets, donate or sponsor a performer, contact (04-892
3874).

HEALTH CLASS

PENANG Adventist Hospital will organise a health class on
March 18, from 3pm to 4pm at its auditorium. Consultant on-
cologist Dr Ang Soo Fan will speak on the topic of lung cancer.
For details and to confirm seat, contact 04-2227344/7735.

UNDER the leadership of Pa-
katan Harapan, Hindus’ needs
T \r e T ¥ Al pertaining to religious affairs
L ’nl_';“;:';“"“r | 4 | are being fulfilled through the
D ‘ Penang Hindu Endowment
Board (PHEB).

Below are some achieve-
ments attained by PHEB after
Pakatan Harapan took over
Penang in 2008.

STREET MARKET

THERE will be a Street Market at Udini Square every Saturday
and Sunday, at Level 2. A variety of clothes, shoes, fashion ac-
cessories, and food are available from 10am to 8pm. For details,
contact Udini Square Management Office at 04-291 5477.

MPH BOOK FAIR

MPH Book Fair will be held at the Concourse Area of Udini . the RM20m building at
Square Management Office from March 16-25, from 10am to The state governmen!_hasdgl\;egHEB,s headquarters. A
11pm.Enjoy discounts up to 50%. For details, contact Udini Jalan Macalister to be use e

-
-

Square Management Office at 04-291 5477

DRAWING COMPETITION

SHARK Savers Malaysia and WWF-Malaysia have launched a
national art contest named “Shark Hero and Friends” drawing
competition to gather creative Malaysians to express their love
for sharks through weddings! Entry forms and details are avail-
able at www.sharksavers.org.my/drawing competition. Submis-
sion period is till May 13, 2018.

COUNSELLING

HELP4u provides confidential and free email counselling for the
personal, emotional and social issues of youths. Visit www.
help4u.org.my or www.help4u.my

YWCA ROOM VACANCIES

YOUNG Women’s Christian Association (Jalan Masjid Negeri)
has newly-refurbished spacious rooms with attached bathrooms
for rent. For enquiries and details, call 04-828155 between

= -

9.00am -5pm (week days) and 9am — 1pm (Saturdays). Dewi Sri Annai Throp;thi Amman 71Ter;|ple in Nibong Tebal received RM600,000 from PHEB for the
construction of its new building.



Great fun for hot air balloon lovers!

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE presence of up to 16 hot
air balloons in their assort-
ment of colours and
designs brightened up
not only the skies of
Padang Polo but
also the mood of
everyone who
turned up for the
two-day (Feb 24

& 25) Penang Hot

Air Balloon Fies-

ta which is already

in its fourth con-
secutive year.

From Master
Yoda, the famed
character from Star
Wars, Little Dog which
is synonymous with
this year’s Chinese zo-
diac sign to the Lovebird to
attract newly-weds who were
present, the Penang Hot Air
Balloon Fiesta is the one and
only event of such a nature in
the country.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, in his speech, commended
the efforts of the various par-
ties; AKA Balloon Sdn Bhd, the
Penang Island City Council

“With such attractive events
in Penang, it is hardly surpris-
ing that the tagline for the tour-
‘= ism sector in the state is ‘Pen-

W ~ang Cun’ or ‘Penang Gor-
\; geous’ because here in

) o Penang, everything is
cun (gorgeous)!” the
chief minister said

during his officiat-
ing speech in the
evening of Feb

24.

Among the
countries of ori-
gin of the hot air
balloons are the
US, UK, Bel-

gium, Germany,

Brazil, Spain, Tai-
wan, Thailand and
India.

Y e Governor Tun Ab-

K; " dul Rahman Abbas and
Fa :,j - his consort Toh Puan Maji-

- mor Shariff were the guests of
honour at the event. Also pre-
sent were Deputy Chief Minis-
ter I Datuk Mohd Rashid Has-
non and his wife Datin Nor
Azizah Haron.

Earlier in the morning, Lim
was at Padang Polo to check on
the preparation and progress for
the Hot Air Balloon Fiesta with

~, Spectacular sightjofy
A 1]
githe Hot airs balloons_m

Tourism

Malaysia which

played their respective

roles in making the event a suc-
cess.

(MBPP), e
Penang Global '
Tourism (PGT), IIJM

Land, Boost, Uber, Penang
Hop-On Hop-Off, BL Thomson

the Governor of Taitung county
from Taiwan, Justin Huang.
While speaking to the press,
the chief minister expressed his
hope for Penang to learn from
Taitung’s International Hot Air
Balloon Festival which is an
annual two-month long event in
the southeast of Taiwan.
“They do their hot air bal-
loon festival for two months
while we do ours for only two
days. So, theirs is one of the
biggest (hot air balloon event)
in the world. I’m very happy for
the Governor of Taitung to be
with us here today and we want
to learn from him. Penang’s
where the only hot air balloon
festival in Malaysia is. So we
hope to be able to hang on and
withstand with the support of
the public and experts from
Taitung,” Lim said.
Accompanying Lim and
Huang were Penang Global
Tourism CEO Ooi Chok Yan
and the organiser of Penang Hot
Air Balloon Fiesta, AKA Bal-
loon Sdn Bhd chief executive
officer Nur Izzati Khairuddin.
It was also confirmed by Nur
[zzati that the two-day fiesta hit
the 130,000 mark in visitor
count.

Upgraded facilities for community use

Pix by Fyka Zainudi

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng officially launched the
pocket park project and a
ground-breaking ceremony to
upgrade the multi-purpose
court near Butterworth Beng-
gali Village on Feb 24.

Lim said this project is one
of the programmes under the
New Butterworth Plan through
a creative approach that meets
the 4Ps concept of Public, Pri-
vate, People and Professional.

In fact, he said, the project
was conducted with the coop-
eration of the Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP)
and Think City Sdn. Bhd.
(ThinkCity) and was imple-
mented after taking into con-
sideration the views of the lo-
cal community.

“The upgrading project of
the pocket park which is 1,095
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(from left) Rosnani, Tanasekharan, Phee, Murali, Lim, Rozali and Hock Seng at the ground breaking
ceremony.

sq ft cost a total of RM300,000
fully funded by ThinkCity.

“As for the multi-purpose RM450,000, it will be funded
court upgrading of byMPSPtogether with Think-

City involving 1,466 sq ft.

“This project is built to
ensure that the community
here has public and social fa-
cilities to carry out various
outdoor activities.

“As a record, the pocket
park project was completed in
November 2017, while the
upgrading of the multi-pur-
pose project on Lebuh Kam-
pung Benggali is expected to
commence in April 2018,”
Lim added.

Also were present were
MPSP president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud, Works, Utilities &
Transport exco Lim Hock
Seng, Bagan Dalam assembly-
member A .Tanasekharan, Wel-
fare, Caring Society and En-
vironment exco Phee Boon
Poh, Think City programme
director Murali Ram, MPSP
secretary Rosnani Mahmod
and MPSP council members.
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Creating

platforms for
local musicians

SOME eight music groups on
March 4 took part in an audi-
tion at the Night Busking
function held at the Espla-
nade.

The event was attended by
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Yew Tung
Seang.

Also present were MBPP
management services director
Mohamed Akbar Mustapha
and councillor Syeerlena Ab-
dul Rashid.

Yew hoped that the select-
ed music groups would later
play important roles to make
Penang a more vibrant city.

Among the music groups

were Must Buskers, K Pro-
ject, Kapok Buskers, a’Rash
Buskers, Eden band, Jass
Buskers and one solo act,
Robert.

“Tonight’s function is the
first of the many auditions
that have been planned.

“We hope that the selected
musical groups can help to
make George Town, espe-
cially the heritage enclave,
more lively.

“It’s MBPP’s aim to create
platforms for local musicians
to share their craft, besides
providing the public a chance
to enjoy being outdoors,” he
added.

Jagdeep (centre), his wife
Belindar Bhar (on his right),
Kee (in coat) and Bharathi
(on Jagdeep’s left), posing
with some of the children and
their family members in the free
digital learning programme at
the Penang Digital Library.
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convenience stores, fast food restaurants, convenience stores at
petrol stations, chain stores, pharmacies and etc.
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Registration can be done at:
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Kaunter Berpusat Majlis Paerbandaran
Seberang Perai, Jalan PERDA Utama,
Bandar PERDA, 14000 Bukit Mertajam, Penang.
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The RMO.20 collected would be channeled towards the "Tabung Akaun Amanah Kebajikan Negeri
Pulau Pinang” for the eradication of poverty in Penang through the Eguitable Economic Agenda [AES).
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Digital learning
starts off with
30 students

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Ainul Wardah Sohilli

THE first batch of 30 students under-
went a free trial “Digital Learning
Programme” at the Penang Digital
Library along Jalan Masjid Negeri on
Feb 24.

The programme, conducted in col-
laboration between the Chief Minister
Incorporated (CMI) and Telebort
Technologies Sdn Bhd, is to empower
children (seven to 15 years old) to
become designers or creators of tech-
nology.

“Like what our chief minister (Lim
Guan Eng) said, we need to embrace
Industry 4.0 and equip the young with
technological knowledge,” Datok
Keramat assemblymember Jagdeep
Singh said in his speech at the event.

“This is the future. And the Penang
government is a government looking
atthe future and understands our future
lies in the hands of the young. I hope
we can organise more classes of this
nature.

“The Penang Digital Library is one
of the initiatives by the state govern-
ment and the first to be set up in Ma-
laysia. The state focuses on STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics). Because of the
overwhelming response after the digi-
tal library was opened two years ago,
we decided to open it 24 hours daily
from May 1,2017.

“Now, the place has reached its
capacity with 2,000 members. So, we
are now expanding by building Phase
Two of the Penang Digital Library.”

Also present were CMI deputy
general manager Bharathi Suppiah and
Telebortexecutive director Kee Chong
Wei.

The tagline for the programme is
“Kids Can Code.”

The programme was launched by
Lim on Jan 27 this year.

Bharathi said plans are being made
to have free trials for students from all
constituencies, now that the first has
started with the Datok Keramat con-
stituency in which the Penang Digital
Library is located.

“It’s anintroductory class to expose
the students to the basics of computer
programming and what coding is all
about,” said Bharathi.

“From here, if they are interested,
they can then proceed to take up the
course.”

The courses for the core pro-
gramme, with two-hourly lesson once
per week, cover creative computing,
mobile app development and web
designing. A monthly fee of RM150
is charged per student.

Earlier,Kee said the future is bright
for students who know how to code or
do programming as there are 88,000
related jobs available in Malaysia and
500,000 related jobs available in the
United States.
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a bully’

Story by Tanushalini Moroter
Pix by Cheah Lay Ping

SOME 2,000 people joined the “Penang Against |
Bullying” walk to send a strong message PenangltE_s-;vnh Lim and his team showmg huge support for the anti-bullying campaign.
against bullying on Feb 25.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, Deputy Chief
Minister I Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon and
state exco members joined the 3km walk to
show the state government’s support for this
campaign.

Lim, in his speech, said that the event is
more of solidarity against the act of bullying.

“We are here today to send a strong message
that bullying is not acceptable as it is sinful FEI'IEI'I!
and a cowardly act. Be a buddy not a bully! International

“Let us all tell those bullies that bullying Z
is shameful and watch out, we will take action Food Festival
on you.

“Thank you for participating in this event,
as through this you are showing your concern
and thoughtfulness on bullying,” Lim said. 14'29 APRIL 201 8

Lim also urged the public to take action - T
when they see suspicious behaviour. M ¢ ¢ ; SIIZ“HG Fuun AHD [:UI'.HJHEI

NGOs such as Befrienders, Women’s Cent-
er for Change (WCC) and Child Rising took
part in the campaign as well.

Dr. Florence Sinniah, chairman of Befriend-
ers (Penang), when approached by Buletin
Mutiara, shared her thoughts on bullying.

“Bullying is widespread and yet the most
underreported social issue. Those who are
bullied undergo serious emotional trauma
leading to stress, loneliness, depression and
even suicide,” Florence said.

“Creating public awareness of bullying will
encourage people to take a stand by supporting
the vulnerable and reporting whenever some-
one is bullied.

“This promotes a positive change in the
community as everybody has the right to feel
safe, included, valued, accepted and respected
at all times,” she added.

Besides that, the Penang Befrienders chair-
man said we should encourage victims to come
forward to seek help and deter bullies to stop
their behavior. STREET FOOD FESTIVAL \

“The lives of those bullied are emotionally 14 - 15 APRIL 21 - 22 APRIL 28 - 29 APRIL
scarred and the damage is permanent or, in
some cases, fatal. ®o— O—— O

“It is the responsibility of all to report in-
cidents of bullying, abuse, extend emotional
support or inform victims about help agencies
to seek help. oot pant f mad it I

“We should also encourage the aggressor/ R SRR T é @
bully to seek professional help,” added Flor- ' : ' B
ence.

2 werw. piff.com.my HPE—nang International Food Festival




Penang a growing state of
art, heritage and culture

Pix by Law Suun Ting

PENANG is pushing forward
to make art and culture to be
the state’s economic game
changer.

“We are still a growing city
especially in arts, culture and
heritage.

“So we have a lot to learn
and we hope that you can
teach us how to move for-
ward,” Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng told the delegates
from the French Embassy and
from the Arles City Govern-
ment on March 1.

The delegates paid a cour-
tesy call on the Chief Minis-
ter at the Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC)
building in Bayan Lepas.

Lim added that Penang has
a vibrant French community.

“We can explore how we

can expand our collaboration
further,” he said.

Arles City Government
Agent Pour la Culture Claud-
ie Durand spoke on the many
events and activities held in
Arles City.

“The tourists come from all
over the world even during
winter when it is cold.

“Penang has really inter-
esting elements to follow, in
terms of cultural development
and tourism in the state.

“You will need a lot of
people who know art. You
will need people who know
how to develop the ‘entire
project’ - from the economic,
artistic and touristic point of
view.

“A lot of engineering will
be involved,” she said.

Durand felt that Penang has
everything in place to suc-

Durand (centre), Penang and Arleé liaison de Bierre (left) having a discussion with Lim at the Penang
Development Corporation (PDC) building in Bayan Lepas.

ceed.
“What I have seen in Pen-
ang is impressive,” she said.
Also present were French

Embassy attache for Educa-
tion Nicholas Gouletquer, and
Penang and Arles liaison Julia
de Bierre.

The delegates were then
invited to the PDC Chinese
New Year open house lunch-
eon.

New MIDA
Penang director
calls on Chief

Minister

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alvie Cheng

THE new Malaysian Invest-
ment Development Authority
(MIDA) director for Penang
Yusni Md Yusop on Feb 2 made
a courtesy call on Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng at his of-
fice in Komtar.

Lim, in welcoming Yusni,
hoped that she will have a suc-
cessful tenure in her new posting.

Also present was investPen-
ang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian.

Prior to her new position in
Penang, Yusni had served from
the middle of 2014 for three
years as the Director/Consul
Investment of MIDA Milan,
Italy to promote Malaysia as
an investment destination to
companies in Italy, Switzer-
land, Cyprus and Malta.

After that she joined the

Foreign Investment Division,
which is the frontline division
of MIDA for attracting and
facilitating foreign invest-
ments into the country.

Yusni began her directorship
at MIDA Penang from Feb 26,
2018.

Yusni signing
the visitor’s
book during
her visit to
Komtar.
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Penang i4.0 seed fund evaluation
committee appointed

Story by Christopher Tan

RIDING the Industry 4.0
wave, Penang announced its
organisation structure for the
Penang i4.0 seed fund - the
fund for new inventions and
to encourage innovation so as
to help create awareness and
increase participation in the
Industry 4.0 (i4.0) revolution
and digital economy.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said it is important that
Penang be actively engaged in
the 14 revolution now sweep-
ing the world.

“It is important that we are
actively involved in the i4
revolution. Only then can we
realise the potential of Penang
as envisioned by the British
Broadcasting Corporation

(BBC) as the next Silicon Val-
ley of Asia.

“BBC’s report on tech start-
ups cited Penang as the re-
gional hardware hub and
Asia’s Silicon Valley.

“BBC mentioned that Pen-
ang is punching well above its
weight in the tech world
through hardware manufactur-
ing,” Lim told a press confer-
ence at his office in Komtar
on Feb 28.

Lim said the state had re-
cently established a US$1mil
i4.0 seed fund.

He announced the appoint-
ment of 13 evaluation commit-
tee members of the seed fund.

“The members are appoint-
ed based on their proven ca-
pabilities and shared passion
on the development of the

startup ecosystem.

The 13 evaluation commit-
tee members are led by invest-
Penang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian.

The others are Pulau Tikus
assemblymember Yap Soo
Huey, @CAT Penang pro-
gramme director Howie
Chang, Penang Hill Corpora-
tion general manager Cheok
Lay Leng, PDC Telco general
manager Tang Ching Siang,
Vitrox chief executive officer
Chu Jenn Weng (alternate)
Yeoh Shih Hoong, Motorola
Solutions (M) Sdn Bhd man-
aging director Dr Hari Naray-
anan, CeedTec Sdn Bhd man-
aging director Heng Fook
Main, Exabytes founder and
chief executive officer Chan
Kee Siak, Piktochart co-

founder and chief executive
officer Goh Ai Ching, Cytron
Technologies co-founder and
technical director Ober Choo,
Retaily Analytics founder and
chief executive officer Charles
Tang and Pearl Maternity Hos-
pital managing director Radin
Ikram.

Lim said the committee is
tasked to evaluate the propos-
als and candidates, and to
provide recommendations for
final approval.

The committee shall also
offer advice to the state on
strategies and policies such as
planning, implementation,
direction and improvement of
the fund.

“The i4 seed fund will be
managed and administered by
investPenang via @CAT Pen-

ang,” Lim said.

Lim also announced the
steering committee members
of the fund; chaired by him
and comprising state Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation
Committee chairman Chow
Kon Yeow, Penang Chief Min-
ister’s special investment ad-
viser Datuk Seri Lee Kah
Choon and State Finance Of-
ficer Datuk Sarul Bahiyah
Abu.

“The steering committee
shall approve the policy and
framework of the fund, ap-
point the evaluation commit-
tee members and approve the
final fund recipients based on
the recommendations of the
evaluation committee,” Lim
added.

Discovery raises Fort Cornwallis 1ntr1gue

THE discovery of nine can-
nonballs in the same trench
where two cannons of more
than 200 years old were dis-
covered on Feb 19 has given
an additional sense of his-
torical intrigue to Fort Corn-
wallis.

These cannonballs were
found by graduate students
from the Centre for Global
Archaeological Research
(CGAR) in Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM); Noridayu
Bakry, Nurulnatasha Azman,
Suhana Yusof and Saw Chaw
Yeh while performing exca-
vation works on the site.

“What we’re seeing is they
have done all the survey

works and archaeological |

digs here. So, we’ll see what

we have on this site,” Chief =

Minister Lim Guan Eng told
the media when he visited the
site on March 4.

The current excavation
project was initiated by the
Penang state government to
reinstate the historical moat
and other defensive outworks
around Fort Cornwallis. The
excavation is endorsed by
Jabatan Warisan Negara and

CGAR students (from left) Noridayu, Saw, Nurulnatasha and Suhana holding the cannonballs they found at the site where the
two cannons (background) were earlier discovered.

is being conducted by George
Town Conservation and De-
velopment Corporation
(GTCDC) which is a collabo-
ration between the state gov-
ernment, Think City and Aga
Khan Trust for Culture.
According to information

given to the media, the USM
archaeological team is cur-
rently finalising plans to
move the cannons safely
from Fort Cornwallis to
CGAR for conservation
works to be conducted. Each
of the two cannons weighs

approximately 1.5 tonnes or
1,500kg and is fragile and
highly susceptible to external
impact.

CGAR director Prof. Da-
tuk Dr Mokhtar Saidin, who
together with his team mem-
bers had discovered the can-

nons, said the inscription on
one of the cannons suggested
that they date to the reign of
King George III (1760-1820)
and early interpretations of
Fort Cornwallis as a peaceful
site could possibly be al-
tered.
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Saying it with flowers

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Su Chin

THERE was a buzz at the Perak
Road and Jelutong markets as
assemblymembers Danny Law
(Batu Lancang) and Lim Siew
Khim (Sungai Pinang) and their
service team members distrib-
uted carnations to women mar-
ket goers in conjunction with
the International Women’s Day
celebration.

In all, they distributed 1,000
flowers at both markets on
March 8.

“This is to appreciate wom-
en’s contributions to society,”
Law told reporters. “We also
urge them to come out to vote
in the coming 14th general elec-
tion.”

Lim called on the govern-
ment to ensure the safety of
women when making policies
besides the setting up of more
child care centres to help career
women.

Grace Gan, who received a
stalk of carnation from a mem-
ber of Law’s service team at the
Jelutong market, said she was
surprised when presented with
the flower.

She had just finished her
regular morning exercise at the
nearby Bukit Dumbar reservoir.

“The gift warms my heart,”
said Gan, a 53-year-old mother
of four.

“This is the first time I re-
ceived the flower and I am glad
they remember us women on
this special day.”

Norlisa Abdullah, 49, who
sells “nasi campur” at the Jelu-
tong market, was all smiles
when Lim gave her a red carna-
tion.

“It’s so sweet,” said Norlisa,
who has five children and 10
grandchildren.

“Even though this is the
fourth time I am receiving the
flower, I appreciate their kind
thought.”

ALECAL

Law (centre) and Lim (second from right) posing with market goers who received flowers from them
at the Jelutong market in conjunction with International Women’s Day celebration.

Women'’s contribution and achievements recognised

A SERIES of programmes and
events have been planned
throughout the month of March
to recognise the achievements
and contributions of women.

Penang Youth, Sports, Wom-
en, Family and Community
Development Committee chair-
man Chong Eng said these in-
clude events such as the state
forum, walks, runs, mural
launch, Science and Arts Day
and others.

“The mural launch was held in
Karpal Singh Drive on March 4.

“The Penang government
welcomes everyone to celebrate
the Penang for Purple (P4P)
2018 to commemorate Interna-
tional Women’s Day.

“The state government to-
gether with the Penang Wom-
en’s Development Corporation
(PWDC) has been organising
the state-level campaign since
2013.

“I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank the Adventist
College of Nursing and Health
Sciences (ACNHS) for having
me to witness the first ever
ACNHS Cross Country Race.

“Thank you for stepping up
and accepting our invitation to
jointly celebrate the P4P 2018

to commemorate International
Women’s Day,” Chong Eng said
after officiating the cross coun-
try race at a field near the Pen-
ang Adventist Hospital in Pulau
Tikus on March 7.

Also present were chief op-
erating officer of Penang Ad-
ventist Hospital, Dr Thomas
Tean Wing Nyin and principal
of Adventist College of Nursing
& Health Sciences, Lim Gek
Mui.

Chong Eng also congratu-
lated ACNHS for celebrating 25
years of educating excellent
caring nurses.

Some 200 students from the
college took part in the race.

Earlier on March 4,
Chong Eng joined PWDC
CEO Ong Beng Lee and
Sungai.Pinang assembly-
member Lim Siew Khim ata a
special run called “Run with
flying colours” with the theme
“Pass it on”.

The event was organised by
JCI Pearl.

After the run, the Women’s
Mosaic Wall near Blue Sky
Monument (four blue pillars)
was launched with a musical per-
formance.

There were five showcases at

The Chong Eng-mosaic piece.

five different station, portraying
how ordinary women have lived

extraordinary lives and
their virtue (station 1),
Endurance, (station 2),
Hope (station 3), Sacrifice
(station 4), Unity, (station
5) and Resilience
These showcases
are based on real life
experiences narrated
and developed by 15
participants in a work-
shop called “Women’s
lives that shaped us”.

A group of ordinary
people with extraordinary de-
termination and vision initi-

ated the Women’s Mosaic
Wall.

The mosaic pieces were
crafted by over 200 Penangites
to commemorate International
Women’s Day in 2015 and to
create awareness among wom-
en, men, and children on the
significance of Women’s Day
as well as to honour them.

One of the mosaic pieces
which was crafted by former
PWDC member Ai-Lyn has the
image of Chong Eng so as to
honour her contribution to the
community.



Upgraded parks to benefit residents

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Watawa Nataf
Zulkifli

BUKIT Bendera MP Zairil Khir
Johari on March 2 announced a
pilot project at Taman Kejiranan
Persiaran Sungai Emas in Batu
Ferringhi.

“The project here and three
others at Taman Kejiranan Sungai
Emas, Taman Rekreasi Loh Poh
Heng and Tanah Lapang Hillside,
Tanjung Bungah have been identi-
fied as the four parks to be up-
graded to be user-friendly for the
community.

“These parks will have jogging
tracks, replacement of benches,
LED lamps, outdoor gym equip-
ment, Graffiti Art project on re-
taining wall and also platforms for
zumba, tai chi and others,” Zairil
told a press conference.

Also present were Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) coun-
cillors Syeerlena Abdul Rashid,

Chris Lee and staff from MBPP’s
landscape department.

Zairil added that seven com-
munity parks and 10 pocket parks
have been identified in the Tan-
jung Bungah and Batu Ferringhi
areas.

The community parks are at
Lintang Lembah Permai 2, Lorong
Tanjung Bungah, Jalan Chee Seng
13, Jalan Concord 13, Lorong
Lembah Permai 3, Jalan Sungai
Emas and Persiran Sungai Emas.

The pocket parks will be at
Jalan Cengai, Jalan Meranti, Sun-
gai Kelian, Jalan Bayu, Jalan
Bayu 1, Jalan Bayu 2, Lengkok
Emas 6, Jalan Pantai Baru, Jalan
Sungai Emas 6 and Jalan Sungai
Emas 1.

“We hope these recreation
spots will bring out residents from
the surrounding communities to
enjoy and spend their free time
with their families and friends.”

These parks are scheduled to
be upgraded from March 25.

Syeerlena (third from left), Zairil (fifth from left) and Lee (third from right) joining MBPP landscape
department staff for a group photograph at the launch.

First llghted park IS
at Bukit Dumbar! -

THE Bukit Dumbar Recreation
Park is now equipped with six
units of 140W LED lights and
25 units of 65W LED lights as
part of the effort by the state
government to make the park
more “people-friendly”.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng and his wife Betty Chew
visited the park in the evening
of March 13 to officially
launch the lights that were in-
stalled at the cost of RM 196,270
while the road and miscellane-
ous works cost an additional
RM122,941.

“The state government pro-
motes a Cleaner, Greener and
Healthier Penang. As such, we

ABATAN PERTANIAN [JABATAN PERIKANAN
+04-657 2177

BORANG BORANG BOLEH I
DIDAPATI DI - +04-537 2142

TANI MUDA
Rl PULAU PINANG

JABATAN

PERKHIDMATAN VETERINAR

+04-508 4368

do our best to provide people-
friendly green spaces wherein
Penangites may exercise and
workout, relax and unwind,
and spend quality time with
their families and friends,”
said Lim.

Besides the lights installa-
tion, other completed works at
the park included rectification
and resurfacing of road une-
venness, refurbishment of a
reservoir top jogging track and
repairs on playground equip-
ment.

The expenses on all the
works is borne by PBAPP as
part of its Corporate Social
Responsibility project. Also
present were exco member for
Tourism Development and
Culture Danny Law, Sungai
Pinang assemblymember Lim
Siew Khim and PBAPP chief
executive officer Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa.

“This means that PBAPP is
investing a total of RM319,211
in this corporate social respon-
sibility project. We hope that
the park users will enjoy the
value-added features in the
park and make use of these
features responsibly,” noted
Jaseni.

The LED lights in the park
would be switched on from
5.30am to 7.30am and from
7.30pm to 11pm.



http:www .facebook.com/buletinmutiara
http:www .facebook.com/cmlimguaneng
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
AIR PUTIH PENAGA PENAGA

YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 - °
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

BERTAM
YB Shariful Azhar Othman

{H 0(1)2 14690

4 - 5758670

BERTAM

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

[T% 04 -383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

PINANG TUNGGAL o
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin

T) 04 - 398 3555
F) 04 - 397 3555

PINANG TUNGGAL

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid

T) 04-573 4630
F) 04-573 4630

PERMATANG BERANGAN

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T) 04 - 575 7454

SUNGAI DUA

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

TELOK AIR TAWAR .
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid
jahara.hamid@gmail.com

{T} 04 -351 2873
F) 04 - 351 4389

TELOK AIR TAWAR

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI ACHEH .
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria

datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my

T) 04 - 593 3100
F) 04 - 593 9529

SUNGAI ACHEH

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad

Sedang dikemaskini

BAYAN LEPAS

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 530 3028

PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad

T) 04 - 866 4202
F) 04 - 866 4202

PULAU BETONG

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob

{T% 04-866 1760
F) 04 - 866 1821

TELUK BAHANG

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy

[T; 04 - 323 5870

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/

\S(EBBISRIX#?BJ?\YAOI' (T) 04 - 390 5109
[ AT Poharan POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
B e cong nos-smoss | SRETOR T S 3a8 8o
POCIRIC - DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 i
lawchooki @ .gov. F) 04 - 588 0885 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
::TT:; - OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
i } HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
e e ok ey (1) 04 858 09é ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM _ 04-228 9012 UM AL Ay MG B2 200 Soes
BERAPIT BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
YB Ong Kok F T) 04 - 530 8476 W -
s T N m SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 FERI ((%E%RE%EVT SRTE')) 04219238
NEGERI
MACHANG BUBOK JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
e i) [Tg 013-399 0519 KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-241 0290
ee/8@gmail.com F) 04-551 1442 IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
TANJONG BUNGAH B -
YB Teh Yee Cheu i ; (T) 04 - 899 9581 WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 EE\RNSQIEJKAX\,I\IE\I,E(RUNDUNGAN 04-829 4046
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com . .
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
Y8 So0n Lip Chee 104524 L1es EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163 SOCSO 04-238 9888 04-281 1108
e G A (1) 04250 1521 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
YB Lau Keng Ee ; 04 -250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 - 250 1523

PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

atana@first.net.my F) 04 - 323 5870
KEBUN BUNGA N1 Penaga - - N22 Tanjong : 012 - 465 0021 - Tina
YB Cheah Kah Peng [Tg 04 - 826 5451 N2 Bertam - - Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
KCLUN GG & GRGH Lo e &2l N3 Pinang - - N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
SUNGAI BAKAP Tunggal Beng
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee [T; 04 - 582 7549 N4 Pemmatang - - N24 Kebun : 012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com F) 04 - 582 8648 Berangan Bunga Eong
KOMThAR N5 SungaiDua : - - N25 Pulau Tikus :017 - 956 3237 - Quah
YB Teh Lai H T) 04 - 227 7068 i - - . - -
KomeTorN%8@7§gngﬁoil.com [Fg 04 - 227 7068 i }glz'érA" N26 R 012 - 431 7015 ghhe":y
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SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2018
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel a/! 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
Feldelnelinel 1. Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
Balik Pulau.
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
Kumar a/l Kanapathy 012 - 548 2465
B = 5 22 4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP, 019 - 457 2271
Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079
Sl Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
S. A . Veerasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 012 - 451 5938
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 Selatan 14200, Jawi.
Nota:
Tan Chee Teong 012-401 7718 Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS ] I
MBPP 2018
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Kalendar Pelancongan
Nama Telefon R
I 4390 6336 Pulau Pinang Mac 2018
e SRS 012 - 405 2836 MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
Woo Sze Zeng (Joshua) 016 - 557 6672
Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi 012-572 4711
016 - 451 9225 THIS
Zulkifli lorahim 012 - 477 5588
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 EAHTH HOUH . .
#CONNECT2EARTH wr
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Mohamad Nor .u.?ln_-t HOUR
Goh Choon Keong 019 - 471 7931 NIGHT WALK 2018
IN PENANG
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ong)Ing e 8]3 - ;gg g;% Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012 -423 9143
Anuar Yusoff 04 - 507 5390
016 - 4616 390 Kala a/p Durai Raj 016 - 468 4247
Dr Amar Pritpal 04 - 582 2020 Khoo Salma Nasution 017 - 456 6012 24hb Mac 291 8
Abdullah 019 - 452 2020 Earth Hour Night Walk 2018
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 -945 9621
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-380 7672 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152 ! BULETIN MUTIARA i
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Penang a benchmark

March 1 - 15,2018

investors

Story by Danny Ooi

BENCHMARK Penang prides it-
self for being the only Benchmark
facility in the world which houses
electronic manufacturing services,
mechanical component manufac-
turing, from simple to complex
systems -all at one location.

To compliment this, Benchmark
Penang also houses an interna-
tional procurement office (IPO)
and a design centre within its facil-
ity in Penang.

“Benchmark entered Malaysia
in 2007 through the acquisition of
Quantum Peripherals (M) Sdn Bhd
assets here and since then, has
grown tremendously.

“Today, Benchmark has three
facilities in Penang employing
about 1,500 people,” Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng said when he

officiated the opening ceremony
for Benchmark’s second and third
facilities on March 1.

These facilities are both preci-
sion technologies facilities focus-
ing on vertically integrated manu-
facturing and test of complex
capital equipment used in semicon-
ductor related industries.

Lim said the Malaysian Invest-
ment Development Authority
(MIDA) has announced that Pen-
ang is the second largest recipient
of the total approved manufactur-
ing investments of RM9.9 billion
for the first three quarters of 2017,
which is way higher than the
RM4 .3 billion investments re-
corded for the whole of 2016.

“From this RM9.9 billion, Pen-
ang recorded RMS billion in FDI,
which is the highest in Malaysia -
thanks to FDI from MNCs like

for

(From left), Ramasamy, Balamurugan, Lim, Tufano and Mohd Rashid touching the electronic panel
to launch Benchmark’s new facilities.

Benchmark.”

From 2008 — June 2017, US
investors were the largest FDI
contributors into Penang with
about 25% of total manufacturing
FDI in the state valued at RM14.2
billion.

Also present at the event were
Group vice-president of Precision
Technologies, Benchmark Elec-
tronics, Bob Pruett and its vice-
president/general manager, Malay-

sia Operations of Benchmark
Electronics, Dr Balamurugan Sin-
nasamy.

Joining them were chief execu-
tive officer of Benchmark Electron-
ics, Paul Tufano, Deputy Chief
Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid
Hasnon, Deputy Chief Minister 11
Prof. P. Ramasamy and chief ex-
ecutive officer of investPenang,
Datuk Loo Lee Lian.

Meanwhile, Balamurugan said

Benchmark has invested a total of
RM300 million in Penang since its
entry in 2007 and provides business
opportunities amounting to RM250
million per year to the local supply
base.

“We are committed to continue
growing our capacity and capa-
bilities in Penang and look for
continued partnership with the
Penang government and civil ser-
vice to achieve this,” he said.
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Kehijauan yang subur
& menghadapi Laut
Andaman

Kondominium
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Pulau Pinang Malaysia,
penjagaan kesihatan &
infrastruktur
terbaik

PLENITUDE BAYU SDN. BHD. (799140-w)
(Anak syarikat milik penuh Plenitude Berhad)
No. 505, Jalan Tanjung Bungah, 11200 Tanjung Bungah, Pulau Pinang.

Plenitude Bayu Sdn Bhd (799140-W) (Berdekatan Sri Sayang Apartment) Jalan Bayu, 11100 Batu Ferringhi, Malaysia. Tel: +604 881 888 Fax: +604 8812 331 E-mail: sales@themarin.com.my ¢ No. Lesen Pemaju: 13646-1/08-2018/01749(L) » No.
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Japan’s
JLL inks
RM70m

L = - e 7 " *-"-:_
1 t t | |
l n s e S m e n The RM70 million deal between PDC and JLL Malaysia is se;Ied as Rosli (seated front) and Yamada

signed the SPA in Komtar.

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ahmad
Radzi

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on Feb 26
announced the investment by JLL Malay-
sia Sdn Bhd, which is a subsidiary of
Japan Lifeline Co. Ltd., that amounted to
RM70 million to build its first overseas
factory in the North Penang Science Park.

Covering an area of 16,211 sq meters
(4 acres), the completion of the factory

is scheduled for the third quarter of the -
fiscal year ending March 2020 and it will lnternatln_nal'
begin operations in early 2020 with an Fﬂﬂd Fﬂstlval

initial number of 50 employees.

“JLL will be manufacturing and ex-
porting medical devices for cardiovascu-
lar diseases. Exports will be mainly to
the Japanese market. In 2017, the Asso-
ciation of Malaysian Medical Industries
estimated an export growth of 12% valued
at RM17.74 billion and we expect Japan
Lifeline to contribute positively to Ma-
laysia’s medical device export growth,”
Lim said during a press conference in
Komtar.

According to information provided by
JLL, the new factory will be used for the
manufacture of medical devices in the
fields of cardiac rhythm management,
electrophysiology/ablation and cardio-
vascular surgery for Japanese markets
such as balloon catheters, electrophysi-
ological catheters and open stent grafts.
The total amount invested would cover
the acquisition cost of the land as well as
the investment in manufacturing equip-

ment. | =)
The Sales & Puchase Agreement (SPA) ) o

was signed between Japan Lifeline rep- STREET FODD FESTIVAL

resented by its vice president Kenji 14 - 15 APRIL

Yamada, who’s also JLL Malaysia manag- 28 - 29 APRIL 2018 | 5PM - 11PM | E%IHLA&ETIAMH —

ing director and Penang Development - ) ' ® T

Corporation (PDC) represented by its www.piff.com.my [] Penang International Food Festival | TASTE OF PENANG
general manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar. A CERAERE

Also present were investPenang chief
executive officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian,
JLL Malaysia general manager Satoru
Takiguchi and Texchem Polymer Engi-
neering Sdn Bhd executive vice-president
Dr. Yuma Konishi.

hening  PENANG:




n N é:!;!;% March 1 - 15, 2018 _UL_H‘_L_‘LJ__‘L

Perfect place for &

residents
to unwind

Story by Christopher
Tan
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah

RESIDENTS of Taman Am-
pang Jajar flats have a per-
fect place to gather and
relax - thanks to the Penang
government which provided
them with a spacious and
sheltered court.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng hoped the residents can
fully utilise the facility.

“The 60ft by 100ft by
25ft court is one of the
many infrastructure pro-
vided by the state to the
people.

“lI want to thank Bagan
Jermal assemblyman Lim
Hock Seng for listening to
the people and being an on-
the-ground assemblyman.

“The current Pakatan
Harapan state government
has brought much positive
changes to uplift the lives
of the people during its ad-
ministration in these 10
years,” Guan Eng said in
his speech at the Taman
Ampang Jajar flats in But-
terworth on Feb 26.

The Penang government
sponsored RM240,620 for
the sheltered court.

Hock Seng, who is also

| J‘Jli !

Ilfrr

(From second from right) Phee, Guan Eng, Hock Seng, and Tanasekharan seeking blessings at
the Maha Sri Sangadahara Ganapathi temple.

the Penang Works, Trans-
portation and Utilities
Committee chairman, said
residents of Taman Ampang
Jajar flats could gather and
relax at the court.

“The court is also huge
enough to hold wedding
functions, birthday parties,
festival gatherings, and oth-

er community-related activi-
ties and events,” he added.
Hock Seng also updated
the residents on several
matters concerning the mo-
torcycle parks, parking lots
for cars, and the lifts.
Also present at the open-
ing ceremony of the court
were state Welfare, Caring

Society and Environment
Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh and Bagan Dalam
assemblymember A. Tan-
asekharan.

After the ceremony, Guan
Eng and the VIPs were led
to the nearby Maha Sri San-
gadahara Ganapathi temple
to seek blessings.

Clarify stand on PPR housing, Jagdeep urges NHD

PENANG has continued to pur-
sue the building of a People’s
Housing Project (PPR) in Kam-
pung Kota Giam, Jelutong, for
low-income households with
the National Housing Depart-
ment (NHD) under the Urban
Well-being, Local Government
and Housing Ministry.

Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh said a reminder
had been sent to NHD on Feb
26 by the state Housing Depart-
ment’s senior principal assistant
secretary Akhmal Abu Basar
after a last-minute cancellation
by NHD of a technical visit to
the site four months ago.

“No reason was given for the
cancellation. The technical
visit was scheduled on Oct 9
last year but it was cancelled
on Oct 6,” Jagdeep told report-
ers at a press conference in
Komtar on Feb 26. Also present
was Akhmal.

“It has been four months
since the state Housing Depart-
ment sent them a letter on Oct
24 seeking an explanation and
the direction they want to take
but till today, we have not re-
ceived any response.”

Jagdeep added that since

Jagdeep (left) and Akhmal showing the letters the state Housing Department had sent to the National
Housing Department regarding the proposal to build PPR homes.

2008, the state government has
built 24,000 units of low-cost
(RM42,000), low medium-cost
(RM72,500) and affordable
homes (from RM150,000 to
RM300,000).

Jagdeep said he was happy to
note that Deputy Urban Well-be-
ing, Local Government and Hous-

ing Minister Datuk Halimah Mo-
hamed Sadique had launched a
PPR project in Pasir Gudang, Jo-
hor, on Feb 25.

Saying that he has a cordial
working relationship with her,
Jagdeep hoped that Halimah
would use her good offices to
reconsider Penang’s request for

PPR homes.

“There is a category of peo-
ple who cannot even afford to
buy a low-cost unit costing
RM42.,000, hence the need to
rent units to them. We have
over 2,000 applications for
these homes, out of which more
than 50% come from Daerah

Timur Laut (Northeast Dis-
trict),” said Jagdeep.

He lamented the fact that out
of 102,000 PPR units built by the
federal government, Penang has
obtained only 999 units — the
least number among all the states.

Jagdeep said after he and
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
had met Local Government and
Housing Minister Tan Sri Noh
Omar in Putrajaya regarding
the housing issue, the state
government in early March last
year proposed two plots of
state land totalling 8.5 acres in
Kampung Kota Giam for the
PPR project.

Then, Jagdeep said, the
chief minister, in another letter
to Noh dated Oct 20 last year,
further proposed the adjacent
14.6 hectares of land owned by
Indah Water Konsortium to be
used for the PPR project as it
was bigger and strategically
located.

“We cannot neglect this
group of people who cannot
even access low-cost homes.
We hope Halimah will con-
sider our request so that the
low-income groups can benefit
from the project,” said Jag-
deep.
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Penang fisherin

assured of
annual
allowances

Story by K.H. Ong and
K. Thaarshenii
Pix by Law Suun Ting

FISHERMEN in Penang have been
assured that they will continue to get
their annual allowances from the
Penang state government or even an
increase if Pakatan Harapan (PH)
takes over Putrajaya.

“We won’t do away with the
allowances. What we want to do
away with is corruption,” said state
Agriculture, Agro-based Industry,
Rural Development and Health
Committee chairman Dr Afif Ba-
hardin.

Afif said this to the 1,256 fisher-
men who turned up to receive a
voucher each worth RM400 from

the state government at the Pesta hall
in Sungai Nibong on Feb 26.

“You will receive the allowanc-
es, which we may even increase in
future. The allowances may not be
much, but at least they help.”

Also present were Batu Uban
assemblymember Dr T. Jayabalan,
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillor A. Kumaresan
and assistant district officer Mohd
Munir Abdul Rahman.

Earlier, Afif was at S.P. Arena in
Seberang Perai to officiate a similar
presentation of vouchers to 1,170
fishermen there. Also present was
Machang Bubuk assemblymember
Lee Khai Loon.

Inall, 2 426 fishermen in the state
received aid totalling about RM1

LY
Afif (centre), flanked by Jayabalan (on his right) and Mohd Munir (on his left), and Kumaresan (second
from left) posing for a photo with fishermen’s representatives at the Pesta hall in Sungai Nibong.

(From left) Yap Soon Hock of Teluk Kumbar, Hassan Yob of Teluk
Tempoyak and Teoh Tien Soon of Teluk Kumbar showing the
vouchers they received from the state government.

million.

Afif said the voucher gift was
used from last year for the fishermen
to buy nets of their choice after it was
found that some nets given out since
the scheme was implemented in
2013 were found to be unsuitable.

He told the recipients to complain
to the authorities if they encounter
suppliers who marked up the prices
when they use the vouchers.

Afif said the voucher gift was one
of the several initiatives taken by the
state government for the residents’
welfare,adding that financial aid had
also been given to senior citizens,
single mothers, students, taxi drivers
and trishaw pedallers.

RM400 vouchers bring smiles to the faces of Penang fishermen

JOY was once again written on the
faces of the 2,426 fishermen when
they received a voucher each worth
RMA400 as allowance from the Pen-
ang state government on Feb 26.

This is the second straight year
that vouchers of the same amount
were given out to them since the aid
scheme started in 2013. Previously,
the fishermen received nets worth
RM360 but due to some complaints
of the nets’ unsuitability, Penang
Agriculture, Agro-based Industry,
Rural Development and Health
Committee chairman Dr Afif Ba-
hardin said they decided to hand out
vouchers for the fishermen to pur-
chase fishing nets of their choice.

Below are the reactions of some
fishermen after receiving the vouch-
ers.
Noordin Hussain, 66, Teluk Ba-
hang

I have been a fisherman for 50
years. This voucher from the state
government comes in handy for me
to buy fishing nets, especially when
our catch is mediocre.

Hussain Mat Rejab, 48, Teluk
Bahang

Since my schooldays, I have
been catching fish by following my

father. My wife (Norsidah Said,43)
at times follows me out fishing
when she is free. We have four
children, ranging from 20 to eight
years old. The voucher helps to
supplement the income which can
be badly affected by bad weather
conditions

Cheah Swee Guan, 48, Teluk
Kumbar

I am indeed happy with the as-
sistance from the state government.

As a fisherman, our income is un-
predictable because of the weather
and area where we fish. So, any help
is indeed appreciated.

Abdul Samad Mat Saad, 70,
Bakau Tua

This is the sixth year I have re-
ceived the aid and I hope the state
government will continue with this
scheme in the future. The financial
aid will enable me to buy a few
necessary fishing nets.

S. Muniandy, 57, Nibong Tebal

I will use this voucher to buy
fishing nets which I am in need now.
I am happy because this is the first
time I am receiving this aid. Thanks
to the state government for looking
into our needs.

Mohd Akhir Saad, 56, Bagan
Dalam

What I can say is that I am very
thankful to receive the aid which
helps to reduce the burden on fisher-
men. The price of things, including
fishing gears, keeps going up and I
sometimes do not have adequate
money to buy them. Sometimes, it’s
not only you don’t catch many
fishes but to compound the problem,
your fishing gears are also damaged.

Nazri Yusof, 42, Pulau Aman

When the state government
comes forward to help fishermen
like us, I feel very happy. This is the
second time I'm receiving this aid
and I would like to thank the state
government for it.

i £V,
Khor Ching Seang, 46, Nibong
Tebal

I would like to thank the state
government for being concerned
with the welfare of the fishermen.
This is the second year I am getting
this form of voucher that will help
me in buying a fishing net.

Che At Darus, 54, Penaga

The state government has done
well in many areas, one of which is
the trawl contribution. I’mreceiving
this aid for the fourth time and it
eases my burden. Kudos to the state
government for being considerate
towards the fishermen’s well-being.

Lim Lai Weng, 47, Sungai Udang

I’'m glad the state government is
being very thoughtful of the fishing
community. The voucher contribu-
tion is a symbol of care and love
from the state government. With this
help, I can save a little money in
purchasing the nets.



MPSP’s initiatives to brlng

to all

THE Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) is embarking on
a few measures for the betterment
of residents of the area.

These measures were decided
upon at its full board meeting on
Feb 22 held at its headquarters.

Among others, the council held
a car-free morning programme on
March 4 at Jalan Todak 2 and 3,
Seberang Jaya, from 7.30am to
12pm where various interesting
activities were held.

For the health conscious, they
can take part in the “Aerobics with
MPSP” programme, which will be
held at Taman Tugu Kota
Demokrasi Bagan, Mak Mandin
on March 18 and at Taman Ber-
jaya, Nibong Tebal on March 25.

Council president Datuk Ro-
zali Mohamud later told the media
that MPSP will host a programme
to expedite and facilitate service
delivery through the Cyber Coun-
ter.

The programme will be held on
a 24-hour marathon which is char-
acterised by inclusive involvement
of the community, especially the
teenagers known as Hackfest
MPSP 2018.

Scheduled to be held on July
13-15, it will feature the Cyber
Counter theme as the main focus.

“MPSP has purchased a multi-
purpose vehicle (MPV) as a step

-15,2018

Rosnani (third from left) and Rozali looking at the newly purchased MPV.

of preparedness for future disas-
ters. Around 8,600 residents were
affected by the floods that hit
Penang in November last year. A
total of 1,194 trees were uprooted
and the floods affected three dis-
tricts in Seberang Perai,” he said.

“This vehicle is equipped with
centrifugal pump with a capacity
of 3,000 litres per minute and
water tank with capacity of 5,000
litres,” he added.

The MPV can accommodate
five to seven members and has

MPSP 8R campaign
aims for zero waste

THE Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) on Feb 25
launched “Carnival 8R” to-
gether with the Junior Chamber
International (JCI) Batu Kawan
at the public market in Kota
Permai, Bukit Mertajam

“The purpose of this carnival
is to instill awareness on the
importance of smart consump-
tion for environmental care in
the future,” council president
Datuk Rozali Mohamud said in
his speech at the event.

“The 8R carnival is also one
of the efforts towards creating
awareness of the importance of
waste reduction and increasing
interest in waste recycling,” he
added.

MPSP started the zero waste
campaign in 2010 adhering to
the 8R concepts, namely Re-
think, Refuse, Reduce, Reuse,
Repair, Re-gift, Recover and
Recycle which targets schools,
communities and factories.

“The 8R carnival is a month-
ly event that will be held on the
last Sunday of every month at
Kota Permai public market.

“This month’s theme is ‘Day
Without Plastic Bag’ and the
theme changes every month.

“It is hoped that this recy-
cling programme will be able to
realise the motto of Penang state
in making Penang a “Cleaner,
Greener, Safer, Healthier and
Happier,” Rozali added.

storage space to keep equipment.
This vehicle will be used to re-
spond during disasters such as fire,
flood, fallen trees and oil spill

menting public cleaning activities
such as road clearing, blockage of
trenches and so on.

Another incentive is the hawk-
er licence fee waiver which is ex-

pected to benefit more than 7,500
hawkers and small trader.

Also present were council sec-
retary Rosnani Mahmod and
MPSP councillors.

among others, as well as imple-
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Thumbs-up for refurblshed lift

Story and pix by K.H. Ong

BATU Uban assemblymember
Dr T. Jayabalan gave the
thumbs-up after testing a refur-
bished lift at Seri Nibong Apart-
ment in Bukit Jambul, Penang.

“The lift is good, it’s as if it’s
new,” said Dr Jayabalan after
using the lift up to the fifth
floor with the apartment’s man-
agement corporation chairman
Low Cheng Chuah and Jayaba-
lan’s personal assistant Chan
Soon Aun, who is also Lip Sin
JKKK (Village Development
and Security Committee) chair-
man on March 4.

In his speech to the residents
earlier, Dr Jayabalan said all the
four lifts in the apartment were
refurbished at a total cost of
RM260,000 with RM208,000
contributed by the state govern-
ment and RM52,000 borne by
the residents’ association under
the state’s Maximum 80%
Housing Maintenance Fund
(TPMBOPP).

“We’ll continue to serve you

but you have to do your part.
Lifts are not cheap anymore.
Contribute to your apartment’s
maintenance and ensure the
upkeep of the lifts,” Dr Jayaba-
lan said.

“There are some residents’
associations which find diffi-
culty in raising even RM 10,000
to refurbish their lifts. Give
yourself a clap for coming up
with your contribution.”

Low thanked Jayabalan and
the state government for help-
ing them upgrade their lifts,
adding that the 25-year-old
apartment had experienced oc-
casional lift breakdowns. The
nine-storey apartment consists
of two blocks, with two lifts at
each block, and has a total of
295 units.

“Since the upgrade was com-
pleted in December, the lifts
have not broken down. There
had previously been cases
where people were caught in the
lifts during the breakdowns. So,
we are indeed delighted and
thankful for the refurbishment.”

Apart from the Seri Nibong
Apartment, Dr Jayabalan said
lifts at Taman Jubilee in Lip Sin
(Phase 1 one unit and Phase 2
two units), and Taman Utama
in Minden Heights (three units),
had been refurbished.

Refurbishing of lifts at Block
33, Taman Pekaka (three units)
is in progress while applica-
tions to refurbish the lifts at
Block 2, Lengkok Nipah in Lip
Sin (one unit), Block 5, Leng-
kok Nipah 3 in Lip Sin (one
unit) and Dafe Court ‘B’ in
Solok Kampung Relau (one
unit) have been approved.

“In total, this refurbishment
effort brings to a record 16 lifts
in the Batu Uban constituency,”
said Dr Jayabalan.

The Seri Nibong Apartment
residents, as well as the man-
agement corporation members,
were later treated to a simple
lunch at the apartment’s hall.

']
w

Jayabalan giving the thumbs-
up after testing the refurbished
lift with Low (right) and Chan.

National University of
Singapore delegation
visits Chief Minister

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
on Feb 26 played host to some
50 delegates from National Uni-
versity of Singapore (NUS).

The delegates from Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy
were headed by Vice Dean
(Academic Affairs), Danny
Quah.

During the dialogue session
held at Auditorium A in Level 5,
Komtar, the Chief Minister
shared with the team the chal-
lenges faced by the present state
administration since it took over
in 2008.

Lim also mentioned the just
launched CAT (Crush Aedes
Totally) programme utilising
predictive analytics in the quest
to combat dengue on a long-term
measure.

Besides, the Chief Minister
also shared with the delegation
about the Penang Digitial Li-
brary, which operates on a 24-
hour basis and is the first of its
kind in the country.

“Due to its popularity, we are
expending another facility

which is three times the size of
the present one.”

During the dialogue session,
Lim also briefed on the tourism
expansion and heritage conser-
vation plans in reply to the
queries by the delegation.

Meanwhile, Quah was all
praise for the achievements by
the Penang state government
under Lim’s leadership.

of §i
Lee Kuan Yew Schaol njfh::l'i: :I;‘W
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L|m (f|fth from left) |om|ng the NUS delegates for a group photograph after the dialogue session at
Komtar.
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China Street Ghaut upgradlng

30% complete-

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE upgrading of China Street
Ghaut streetscape which began in
December last year is progressing
smoothly.

Penang Local Government, Traf-
fic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Committee chairman Chow
Kon Yeow, who visited the site on
March 1, said 30% of the upgrading
works have been completed accord-
ing to schedule.

He said the project, undertaken
by the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and the George Town Con-
servation & Development Corpora-
tion (GTCDC), would be ready by
July this year. GTCDC is a tripartite
partnership among the Chief Minis-
ter Incorporated (CMI), Think City
Sdn Bhd and the Aga Khan Trust for
Culture.

Chow said GTCDC was setup a
few years ago to be the implement-
ing vehicle for projects to improve
the public realm in the George Town
Special Area Plan. Its principal pro-
ject at the moment is the Fort Corn-
wallis where recently two cannons

were discovered several metres un-
derground.

Also present were Pengkalan
Kota assemblymember Lau Keng
Ee, Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Yew Tung Seang,
MBPP secretary Addnan Mohd
Razali, CMI deputy general man-
ager Bharathi Suppiah, Think City
managing director Hamdan Abdul
Majeed, Aga Khan senior planning
consultant Francesco Siravo as well
as MBPP councillors Khoo Salma
Nasution, Wong Yuee Harng and
Harvinder Singh.

The project to upgrade China
Street Ghaut streetscape is over three
phases. Phase One, which currently
involves the upgrading of the pedes-
trian walkway along Wisma Yeap
Chor Ee and Wisma Kastam by
improving drainage repair and
greening, is expected to take three to
four months.

Phase Two comprises the upgrad-
ing of walkways along Disted Col-
lege and George Town Chambers,
which will commence later this
month and will take about three
months.

Chow said Phase Three, involv-

)

Chow (fifth from left) looking at one of the trees planted on the walkway of the China Street Ghaut

that is undergoing an upgrade.

ing the upgrading of drainage outfall
at Weld Quay, is expected to alleviate
flood issues in the George Town
World Heritage Site.

“The colonial drainage outlet is
easily submerged during high tide
and even during normal time. It’s
very difficult for water to be dis-
charged there and one of the compo-
nents is to redo the outfall so that the
outlet will be much higher than the
high tide.

“The projects undertaken over
the past few years will hopefully see
a transformative change to the pub-
lic spaces in Penang. As we do more
of these projects, people will find our
streets more friendly to pedestrians,”

said Chow.

“They can walk around and cy-
cle, trees will be planted and suitable
street furniture will be provided so
that people use the space more pro-
ductively to connect with others in
the city.

“This is definitely in line with
many cities in the world for public
realm is to be enjoyed by the people,
not to be hurried, walked through but
slowing down the pace so that peo-
ple can gather and move from place
to place easily. Back lanes will also
be upgraded to make George Town
better.”

Yew said the project, covering a
700m stretch, costs RM3 million,

with MBPP contributing RM2 4
million and the rest borne by Think
City. Phase One covers 350m.

Upon completion, there will be
fewer car park bays as more space
is used up for pedestrians. But Chow
said motorists have other venues to
park their cars such as the multi-
storey car parks in the vicinity.

Hamdan said the project would
be completed in time for the 10th
anniversary of the George Town
World Heritage Site celebration on
July 7.

“We will have wider pavements
with trees planted. The old drains
will be improved and conserved,” he
said.

Finest food
to sink your
teeth into

MARK your calendar people!

The Penang International Food
Festival will be back with 16 days
of mouth-watering food and drinks
this April 14 to April 29.

Back for the second year, the
Penang International Food Festival
2018 (PIFF2018) is set to bring out
Penang’s finest delicacies to please
all taste buds.

A Y
\ M N
\\w&\' Wades~

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
said there are three top events to
look forward to at the PIFF2018 are
the Street Food Festival (SSF),
Taste of Penang (TOP) and Food
Truck Invasion (FTT).

“The SSF, which will be held
from 5pm to 11pm on April 14 and
15 in Beach Street, will feature our
hawker heroes.

“Be awed by these culinary
magicians as they display their
cooking prowess and deliver delec-
table delights that will leave you
asking for more.

“There will also be fireworks, a
fun fair, traditional performances
and a photo booth to capture all your
unforgettable SSF memories,” Lim
told a press conference at his office
in Komtar on March 2.

The Taste of Penang will feature
some of Penang’s most popular ca-
fes, hotels and restaurants that spe-
cialise in modern Penang cuisine.

Lim said visitors could check out
Jalan Kelawei from 5pm to 11pm
on April 21 and 22 to have an epic
and gastronomic adventure.

“Penang’s finest chefs will de-
scend at the location to satisfy your
taste buds,” he said.

Lim added that FTI would fea-
ture a jaw-dropping 150 food trucks
from all over Malaysia and the
Southeast Asian region at the De-
sign Village Outlet Mall in Batu
Kawan.

“There will also be live perfor-
mances by local and international
buskers as well as outdoor theatre
performances,” Lim said.

FTT will be held from 5pm to
11pm on April 28 and 29.

Penang Global Tourism chief
executive officer Ooi Chok Yan said
in addition to the three main themed
events, there would also be a series
of pocket events that would come
in the form of mini-festivals and
specialty dining experiences.

“These fringe events will take
place at various locations through-
out the 16 days of the festival,” he
said.

The PIFF2018 is organised by
TLM Event with the endorsement
of the Penang government.

It is also supported by the Pen-
ang Island City Council, the Se-
berang Perai Municipal Council and
Penang Global Tourism.

For details, visit www.piff.com.
my or follow the PIFF on Facebook.
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CNY joy In
Batu Kawan

Story by K.Thaarshenii

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng attended the Chinese
New Year Open House organ-
ised by the Batu Kawan par-
liamentary service team in
Bukit Mertajam on Feb 21.

Lim, in his speech, noted
that it’s his responsibility as
the Chief Minister to take
care of all the people of Pen-
ang regardless of race.

“As a proof, the state gov-
ernment has raised the alloca-
tion for Islamic development
to 84% since taking over the
state administration in 2008.

“For the Chinese commu-
nity, we have upgraded vari-
ous temples in Penang for the
importance of the people.

“The first Tamil secondary
school in Penang has also
been built on state land to
raise the education level of
the Indian community in the

state.

“I am working for the Ma-
lays, Chinese and Indians
regardless of race and what’s
wrong with that? I help eve-
ryone because I am the Chief
Minister,” he told a crowd of
nearly 1,500 people who at-
tended the event.

Lim also reminded the
people to pay attention to the
14th general election which
is expected to be held after
the Chinese New Year cele-
bration.

“The people need to take
advantage of this opportunity
to choose the government that
will abolish the Goods and
Services Tax (GST).

“This is a good year which
is ‘ong’, so we have to make
sure the GST is abolished.”

Also were present were
Batu Kawan MP P. Kasthuri
and Bukit Tengah assembly-
member Ong Chin Wen.

Chong Eng (sixth from left) in a group picture with MSNPP committee members.

Call to take Penang to Sukma heights

EXCO for Youth and Sports, Wom-
en, Family and Community Devel-
opment Chong Eng has urged the
sports community in Penang to
bring back the glory of Penang in
Sukma.

“My hope for this year is Penang
to regain its excellence in sports like
in Sukma back in 1988,1990 and
2006 where we bagged the third
placing.

“Letus give ourselves five years
to repeat those successes,” she said

at the Penang State Sports Council’s
Chinese New Year open house on
Feb 26.

In 1988, Penang won 19 gold, 14
silver and 15 bronze medals.

In 1990, it was 17 gold, 22 silver
and 24 bronze medals.

In 2006, which was a record
achievement for Penang, the state
swept 36 gold, 40 silver and 52
bronze medals.

“We really need to work hard to
achieve such a height, hope we can

bring back Penang’s glory in Suk-
ma. I hope in Sukma 2022, we will
climb up the ladder to be in the top
three,” Chong Eng added.

Penang State Sports Council
(MSNPP) together with Institut
Sukan Negara Pulau Pinang (IS-
NPP) and Unit Sukan Prestasi
Tinggi Negeri Pulau Pinang
(USPTN) organised the open house.

The function was attended by all
the members of MSNPP, ISNPP and
USPTN.

Bank Negara’s tight guidelines not helping first time home buyers

Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
spoke against the tough lending
guidelines currently being prac-
tised by Bank Negara while at-
tending the Chinese New Year
Open House of the Real Estate &
Housing Developers’ Association
Malaysia (Rehda) Penang on Feb
28.

“Our biggest challenge
when we talk about home own-
ership is that Bank Negara is
not willing to relax its lending
guidelines. It has (in fact)
tightened them to the extent
that many public housing units
remain unsold not because
there are no buyers but because
buyers couldn’t get a bank
loan,” the chief minister said.

“For instance, a LMC unit
selling at RM72,500 but the
real market value is actually
RM130,000. Why is Bank
Negara so afraid to let banks
lend out to first time buyers at
RM60,000 or RM65,000? The
banks refuse to lend. They say
if you don’t have repayment
ability, the banks have no

proof that you can service the
loan.

“Let me tell Bank Negara.
If you don’t allow the banks
to lend the money, they (the
banks) are very happy because
they cannot make money from
this type of loans. But you’re
not helping the ordinary home
buyers. These are first time
home buyers. If you want eve-
ryone to have the ability to
own their own homes, the
lending guidelines must be
relaxed for first time buyers
for all (categories of) homes
below RM300,000,” Lim said.

“The property is worth at
least RM120,000. Even if the
home buyer defaults and can-
not service the loan, the bank
auctions off the property, it
can definitely get back the
RM65,000 loan and even the
interest,” he added.

“It doesn’t make sense for
Bank Negara not to allow
banks to lend money to first
time home buyers,” noted the
chief minister.

Also present were exco
members Chow Kon Yeow

(From sixth from left) Chow, Toh, Lim and Jagdeep with the committee members of Rehda Penang
tossing the ‘yee sang’ signifying a year of abundance for 2018.

(Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Miti-

gation) and Jagdeep Singh City Council (MBPP) mayor

(Town & Country Planning Yew Tung Seang and Penang
and Housing), Penang Island Rehda chairman Datuk Toh

Chin Leong.
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