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Yang d| Pertua Negerl Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas inspecting a guard of honour mounted by the Royal Ranger Reglment during his 74th birthday celebratlon at
Dewan Sri Pinang on Saturday 14 July, 2012. Full story on pages 2 and 3 - Pix by Law Suun Ting

Saving Penang Port

By Danny Ooi

THE public, especially Penangites, were recently
‘awakened’ by the highly discussed issue concerning
the privatisation of Penang Port by which the port
will come under the control of Seaport Terminal
(Johore) Sdn Bhd. Seaport is owned by Tan Sri Syed
Mokhtar Al-Bukhary.

Concerned over the effects privatisation may have
if it comes through, stakeholders comprising Malay,
Indian and Chinese Chambers of Commerce, Fed-
eration of Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM), Ma-
laysian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Fre-
penca, logistic providers, freight forwarders, import-
ers and exporters, shipping companies and agents
as well as stevedores and employees attended a
meeting called by the State Government on July 7
at Komtar.

At the meeting, a ‘Save Penang Port Steering
Committee’ was formed with Khoo Cheok Sin, from

CM Lim (right) sharing a light moment with Krishnan
Chelliah, after he was elected vice-chairman of the
‘Save Penang Port Steering Committee’.

FMM Penang Branch being elected chairman.
Krishnan Chelliah, from Penang Freight Forwarders,
was elected vice-chairman and Sheik Ismail elected
as secretary. The Penang Government is repre-
sented by YB Lim Hock Seng.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng told a media con-
ference that the steering committee adopted five
resolutions for the Federal government. They are:

* Rejecting the privatisation of Penang Port to an
outsider done without consultation with the people
of Penang.

e Urging the immediate capital dredging costing
RM353 million of the channel to deepen the depth for
larger vessels.

* Rejecting the downgrading of Penang Port to a
feeder port after privatisation and urging that Penang
Port be retained as a commercial regional hub.

e Urging that the Penang ferry service be re-
vamped to be a heritage icon of Penang.

e Returning Penang Port to the people of Penang,
managed by the people of Penang.

“The ‘Save Penang Port Steering Committee’
members will be meeting up with the Transport
Minister Datuk Seri Kong Cho Ha soon,” CM Lim
said.



TYT Governor’s 74th
blrtay celebration

SOME 1,138 people were conferred awards
in conjunction with Yang di-Pertua Negeri
Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas 74th birthday cel-
ebration at Dewan Sri Pinang on Saturday,
July 14.

Heading the list was Chief Justice Tun
Arifin Zakaria, who is the sole recipient of
the Darjah Utama Pangkuan Negeri award
which carries the title ‘Datuk Seri Paduka’.

The others who received awards were Pen-

ang High Court Judge Datuk Zakaria Sam
being conferred the DGPN which carries the
title * Datuk Seri’. Taiwan’s Buddhist Com-
passion Relief Tzu Chi founder Master Cheng
Yen also received the ‘Datuk Seri’ title.

State ADUN Abdul Malik Abu Kassim and
Penang Municipal Council president, Patahi-
yah Ismail were among the 57 recipients of
the Darjah Setia Pangkuan Negeri (DSPN)
award which carries the title ‘Datuk’.




TYT Governor looking at the book - A Memoir with Assemblymember for Permatang Pasir
Datuk Salleh Man.

A Memoir of Penang Governor

Story by Chan Lilian,
Pix by Mohd. Hafiz Tajudin

PENANG Govenor Tuan Yang Terutama Tun
Dato’ Seri Utama (Dr) Haji Abdul Rahman Bin

Haji Abbas and his wife, Yang Amat Berbahagia
Toh Puan Dato’ Seri Utama Hajah Majimor
Binti Shariff were at the glittering book launch
- A Memoir - ceremony on 9 July, 2012 at the
State Library in Seberang Jaya, Penang.

Also present at the momentous occasion were the Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng, Speaker Datuk Abdul Halim Hus-
sain, Assemblymember Datuk Salleh Man and other State
leaders.

The Governor was born on 15 April, 1938 at Kepala
Batas, Penang. The book was also to mark his 74th birth-
day and the cake cutting ceremony made the joyous occa-
sion even more merrier.

In his speech, CM Lim expressed the pride felt by Pen-
ang and he said, “We are in deep gratitude towards Tuan
Yang Terutama Tun and Yang Amat Berbahagia Toh Puan
for the contributions, guidance and help extended towards
the development of Penang State. Penang State has contin-
ued to be peaceful, harmonious and the rakyat are living
in muhibbah under the Governor.”

CM Lim added, “ The economy in Penang also remains
stable because of the confidence investors have in the
State.” CM Lim described the Governor as someone who
is cheerful, humble and jovial. The Governor has keen
interest in literature . He had been a State Assemblymember,
an Exco Member, and the State Assembly Speaker before
his appointment as the Governor.




Think before you throw

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

LAST year, Penang created history when the
Penang Pakatan Rakyat State Government re-
warded its drain cleaners and road sweepers with
medals by the TYT Governor. This year, during
the TYT Governor’s 74th birthday, another 21
general workers and 3D workers received the
honour. 3D describes the ‘dirty, dangerous and
difficult’ nature of work.

“I was so excited when my superior told me to
go to MPPP office and get the letter of award. I
least expected to be honoured this way,” said
Abdul Ghani bin Chik, 54 who has worked in
MPPP for 33 years. Married with six children,
Ghani was decked in a dashing black Baju Melayu
with golden sampin for the occasion. MPPP has
generously given these 3D workers an allowance
to buy their clothes.

However, hard-
working Ghani was
back in Little India
the next morning in
his bright yellow
MPPP T-shirt.
‘When Buletin Muti-
ara Chan Lilian
went down to meet
him early in the
morning, he was
sweaty and busy
scooping thrash

from the maze of Ganesan, Abdul Jabbar, Soon Beng Ee and the rest
of the 3D workers looking smart in lounge suits,

drains in Little In-
dia.

Ghani lamented
that many people still throw rubbish into drains,
causing clogs. He showed Buletin Mutiara oily
curry packets amongst the dirt he scooped up.

Arul Selven V.M. 52, Senior Public Health
Assistant (Pembantu Kesihatan Awam Kanan) of
MPPP explained how Ghani got his medal. “He
is good. If you ask him to do anything, he will do
it. Even late at night or early in the morning, he
never says no. Sometimes, he works even without
OT claims and he even foregoes his annual leave
if there is much work.”

Meanwhile, Soon Beng Ee 58 and Ganesan
Carupaya 55 were hidden in a drain in Pulau Tikus
when Arul and Buletin Mutiara went hunting for
them. Both of them were busy cutting the grass
that had overgrown into the drain. Walking in
drain water with their boots, Soon and Ganesan
were cleaning the drains.

“If we don’t do it, the grass will clog the drains.
We don’t just work on the drains. In Pulau Tikus,
there are 4-5 of us and we have to ensure the two
toilets and the market are clean. We also have to
take care of Gurney Drive. Sometimes, dead ani-
mals are washed up ashore and we have to dispose
them off too,” Ganesan and Soon shared.

Ganesan said the day he got the medal was the
happiest day in his life. His three children are very
proud of their father. When asked if he had any-
thing to advise others, Ganesan said, “Do it right
the first time. If our superior asks us to do some-

Baju Melayu and batik.

thing, we must do it
properly. There is no
second chance.”

Moving on to
Sungai Pinang, the
workers there were
busy cleaning a
huge drain clogged
with water bottles
and other rubbish.
Three of them were
among the ten who had received the medals. Ab-
dul Jabbar bin Kachu Meera, 54 is small in size
but very strong and an active worker. He was
scooping up a lot of black and oily rubbish while
perching precariously on the ledge.

Meanwhile, Goh Liang Kar, 56 is known as the
man who is in charge of the toilets at several loca-
tions including Kuantan Road and Cecil Street
markets. He will be roped in to clean drains when
required. “T was very happy when I was asked to
go and pick up a letter. I was so surprised!” Goh
told Buletin Mutiara.

Arul told Buletin Mutiara that Goh was sick
for a period of time but he had bravely fought back
and recovered and is back working again. Goh is
always smiling and although constantly faced with
people misusing the toilets, he patiently carries on
his work tirelessly.

Meanwhile, Mohd Yusoff Daud 55, who had
worked for 33 years in MPPP is touched that
though he had thought that no one had noticed
them working, the Penang State Government had
noticed and rewarded him with a medal. He
thanked the State Government for the recognition.

These unsung heroes will continue to work day
and night to ensure that Penang remains clean.
The next time the people think of disposing their
rubbish into the drains, maybe they should remem-
ber these gentlemen and how they have to bear
the burden of our selfish and irresponsble actions.

Eleven workers from MPSP in a group photo with Penang State leaders at.Dewan Sri
Pinang after they got their medals from the TYT Governor.
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Soon Beng Ee and Ganesan Carupaya busy cuttlng overgrown
grass in Pulau Tikus.

Goh Liang Kar, Mohd. Yusoff Daud and Abdul Jabbar clearlng
rubbish from the drains in Sungai Pinang.



MPSP celebrates
38th anniversary

Story by Chan Lilian, Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE Seberang Perai Council (MPSP) celebrates its 38th
anniversary in July every year. This year, it celebrated its
38th anniversary on 11 July, 2012 with the renewal of the
MPSP Employee Pledge and also the Quality Pledge.

Several other programs were held such as futsal and
netball competitions, aerobics and a large gathering was
held on 17 July, 2012. Exco Member Chow Kon Yeow
officiated at the MPSP 38/2012 Anniversary Celebration.
The theme of the anniversary was ‘Sustainability Is Our
Commitment’.

The public also received a special reduced rate of RM 15
to pay for their compounded offences between 17 July to
20 July, 2012.

MPSP Chief Maimunah Shariff who delivered her
speech during the anniversary celebration, presented MPSP
half-year focus report. “MPSP is proud to
have been awarded the ‘Outstanding Con-
tribution Towards Sustainability’ by the
Royal Institution of Surveyors Malaysia,”
Maimunah said.

MPSPis also glad that they have achieved
69.14% of their ‘MPSP Focus 2012” imple-
mentation plans even though their target was
only 50%. :

During her speech, Maimunah shared |
some of her observations made during her " ,
trip to St. Petersburg in Russia where she
noticed very few thrash cans in streets of |4
that city. She was told that the citizens in [*

St. Petersburg adopted the ‘Zero Waste’ g oo .;éft to ight : MP Chong Eng

‘Reduce’, ‘Reuse’ and ‘Recyle’ to the people in Seberang
Perai.

MPSP had done exceptionally well in recycling between
January to June 2012. MPSP achieved 32.87% which is
much higher than the Federal Government’s target of 20%
for the year 2020. The Penang State Government’s target
i8 30%. “Thope we can continue with this good performance
and I congratulate and thank all the stake-holders and eco-
communities for their involvement,” Maimunah said.

MPSP also achieved two feathers in its cap. MPSP and
India have been chosen to present papers on Gender Re-
sponsive Budgeting in Bhutan. MPSP has also been se-
lected and it is the only local council in Malaysia to repre-
sent Malaysia in Barcelona in the World e-Government
Organisation (WeGo) Conference in November, 2012.

Chow reminded MPSP in his speech, “The people have
given us the challenge with a change of government. The
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. . . MPSP Secretary Rozali Mohamud,

practice. MPSP is trying to educate and Maimunah Shariff and Chow Kon Yeow with the trophy from the Royal
bring awareness of the 4R of ‘Rethink’, Institution of Surveyors Malaysia.

Public interest is Soon’s priority

Maimunah, Chow énd others planting trees.

people expect not only a change in the government but a
change in governance. Hence, we must work hard with an
emphasis to achieve success because the people
expect good governance.” Chow said, “ Eve-
ryone including the community, government
agencies, NGOs and MPSP’s top leaders must
— work together to make MPSP a liveable and
5 sustainable council. In short, - ‘My Seberang
Perai, My Pride’. ” Chow also said MPSP has
over these few years caught up fast and in fact,
has overtaken MPPP in many areas.
Maimunah, Chow, Member of Parliament
Chong Eng together with MPSP Councillors
and MPSP department heads planted trees to
mark the anniversary celebration. “We have
walked the talk. We have planted trees in the
car park for shade and also for a Cleaner,
Greener, Safer and Healthier Penang,” Mai-
munah said.

Story by Chan Lilian
: N
SOON Lip Chee, 35, is a
familiar face in the newspa-
pers. A lawyer by profes-
sion, Soon’s portfolio as a
MPSP Councillor covers
much. Recently, Buletin
Mutiara caught up with
Soon to find out the chal-
lenges he faces as a Coun-
cillor and his plans to make
Penang better.
He told Buletin Mutiara, “My job as
a Councillor is to solve general public
problems such as the issue of licences,
cleanliness, problems with buildings,
illegal extensions, illegal hawkers, dam-
age to the drainage system, uncleared
rubbish, road damage, non-functioning
street lights, issues regarding the land-
scape and the list goes on.”
Soon who is single, spends a lot of
time to deal with his duties as a Council-
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lor. The dedicated Council-
o lor said, “City Councillors
¥ have to be accountable to the
- public when it comes to
public matters. In order to
achieve that, we would have
to look at new approaches
and plan new strategies,
apart from being continu-
ously capable and in the right
frame of mind to do so.”

It has been Penangites’
perception that the mainland
is less well-kept than the island. Buletin
Mutiara asked Soon about clealiness on
the mainland. He replied, “One of the
major issues faced by the local govern-
ment concerns the issue of cleanliness.
This problem has been existing for re-
ally a long time, especially in Seberang
Perai area.”

Soon is constantly on the phone and
iPad to monitor and manage the situa-
tion. He explained, “I would have to

monitor the performances of the con-
tractors in charge of cleaning. I would
have to make sure that they do it satis-
factorily. Otherwise, I would definitely
receive phone calls from the public,
complaining that the drainage is blocked
at the residential areas for instance, or
that the dogs and crows had scattered
the rubbish all over the place, or even
that the grass is not cut and there are
many other more complaints that could
arise. As soon as I receive such com-
plaints, I take note of them and pass their
complaints to the MPSP so that those
problems could be solved immediately.”

A Councillor’s job is never finished.
More so when Soon has to check on
illegal buildings and extensions. He
shared, “Another issue that I have to face
is checking where there are illegal build-
ings or renovations. Some residents do
not submit plans for their buildings or
renovations, and some of these illegal
renovations affect the premises of their

neighbours. With regards to the issue of
new town planning, I am also one of
the members of the One Stop Centre
(OSC). My main role is to carry out
discussions for proper town planning,
approving the plans and to make sure
that the developers fulfil the require-
ments and conditions needed to develop
the area. Besides this, we would also
need to take into account the issue of
social problems as well as the possibil-
ity of over-developing certain areas to
avoid traffic jam, shortage of play-
grounds etc.”

When asked if he ever gets tired of
the endless and very often thankless job
as a Councillor, Soon replied positively,
“I am willing to face further challenges
and continue serving the public. I would
always put public interest as my top
priority to make sure that Penang State
Government, especially our local gov-
ernment does well and gives its best to
the public.”



CM Lim
greeting Hindu
devotees at

the temple

Story by Chan Lilian, Pix by Law Suun Ting

29 June, 2012 is an historical date for Hindu devotees
in Malaysia and especially for those living in Penang.

Largest Murugan
Temple outside India
opens in Penang

It was the day when the largest Murugan temple outside
India was opened in Penang. The grounds of the temple
were flooded with a sea of human beings, many clad in
bright colourful sarees.

Penang State Government congratulated both the
Arulmigu Balathandayuthapani temple building com-
mittee headed by chairman P. Kuvenaraju and the
Hindu Endowment Board headed by Deputy Chief
Minister II Y.B. Professor P. Ramasamy, which owns
the site of the temple, on the completion of the largest
Murugan temple outside India.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng was at the historical
ceremony and he said, “The State Government is proud
that the largest Murugan temple outside India is sited
in Penang, and I believe that this fact demonstrates that
freedom of worship is upheld in the State.”

Islam is the religion of the State of Penang, but free-
dom of worship is enjoyed by the adherents of all faiths.
In support of this, the Penang State Government has
contributed financially to this temple and to other
places of worship in Penang.

Penang International Mart 2012

The consecration ceremony of this temple was cel-
ebrated not just by Hindu devotees, but also by well-
wishers of all faiths. The building went through many
trials and tribulations. The construction started ten years
ago, in 2002.

CM Lim said, “I am given to understand that this
Murugan temple, apart from being the largest Murugan
temple outside India, also has the greatest number of
steps leading to the temple at Waterfall Road. There are
over 500 steps, far surpassing the number of steps at
Batu Caves Hindu Temple.”

Atnight, the temple is magically transformed into an
even more beautiful place. Next year’s Thaipusam
prayers will be offered, for the first time, in this temple.
This will indeed be an historic and joyous occasion.

MIC President Datuk Seri G. Palanivel was also at
the temple and CM Lim thanked him on behalf of the
State Government for his contribution and for being
present at the consecration ceremony. CM Lim told the
crowd, “T have invited Datuk Seri G. Palanivel to attend
next year’s Thaipusam, and he has accepted.”

By Danny Ooi

THE first of its kind in Penang, the
Penang International Mart (Penang
ITM) is a unique opportunity for the
local traders to meet, and showcase their
products for the international market.

Not only does it provide an engaging
platform for business-to-business ex-
changes, it also allows visitors the op-
portunity to personally experience what
Penang has to offer.

At the Penang International Mart
2012, held at Penang Hotel ;
Equatorial from July 4 to
July 6, some 50 agents,
buyers and media from 13
different countries, such as
the United States of Amer-
ica, United Kingdom,
France, India, Australia ==
and Japan joined hundreds
of local representatives
from the travel -industry.

Penang ITM, with the
theme ‘Culture, Food and
Heritage’ was organised by
Penang State Tourism and
supported by Malaysian
Association of Tour and Travel Agents
(MATTA), Malaysian Association of
Hotels (MAH), and Association of Tour-
ism Attraction Penang (ATAP).

Melanie Ranoa -

The three-day programme for the
overseas delegates included a tour of
Muntri Street, funicular train ride to the
summit of Penang Hill, a tour of Kek
Lok Si Temple, shopping at Chowrasta
Bazaar, and a tour of various heritage
sites such as the Pinang Peranakan Man-
sion and Khoo Kongsi.

CM Lim Guan Eng launched the
event at Penang Equatorial Hotel.

Present were EXCO for Tourism
Development and Culture, Danny Law
Heng Kiang, the President of Malaysian
e Association of Hoteliers
(Penang Chapter), Mary
Ann Harris, National Presi-
dent of MATTA, Datuk
. Khalid Harun, President of
MATTA (Penang Chapter),
Johari Shafie, President of
ATAP, Dr Gino Ooi and
Executive Assistant Man-
ager of Penang Equatorial
Hotel, Melanie Ranoa.

CM Lim in his welcom-
ing speech said that it was
the first time for Penang
State to take up this daunt-
ing and challenging task of
organising an International Travel Mart
with the objective of promoting and
selling Penang to some of our target
destinations as a tourist destination.

‘Hotel
Equatorial Penang is
previleged to be a partner
in this very first Penang
International Travel Mart.

Delegates showing their souveniors - ‘Repllca of the Penang Ferry during
the dinner at Hotel Equatorial Penang.

“Of course, with the help of various
organisations namely MATTA, MAH,
ATAP and others, all our efforts have
proven to be fruitful.

“Although this year, it is organised in
asmall scale, we believe it is a giant step
for the State to organise a much bigger
and better Travel Mart next year and
many more years to come,” he said.

The Executive Assistant Manager of
Hotel Equatorial Penang, Melanie
Ranoa said the hotel was privileged to

be a partner in this very first Penang
International Travel Mart, having been
appointed as the official hotel.

She said the foray in this interna-
tional event, marked a commitment by
Penang to continue opening the destina-
tion to new markets.

“The theme of the event, ‘Culture,
Food and Heritage’ aptly showcases the
essence of what the island has to offer
and its core attraction to international
markets,” she added.



Story and pix by Chan Lilian

MPPP Excellent Service Awards
which were presented at the
Town Hall on 18 July, 2012 was
an occasion to recognise and
appreciate individuals from all
levels for their dedication, hard
work and exemplary perfor-
mances.

Heading the list of 176 staff
members was the Penang Mu-
nicipal Council Secretary Ir. Ang
Aing Thye who received a cer-
tificate and RM 1,000 from
MPPP Chief Datuk Hajjah Pata-
hiyah Ismail.

The simple occasion was
made grander with the rendition
of several songs by the MPPP
choir Senandung led by visually
impaired Nordin Hanafiah who
also played the guitar.

A woman in a male’s do-
main

Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian
caught up with two staff members who
received the excellence award at their
workplace. Noor Anita bin Ab. Samad,
35 is a technician who has worked in the
Building Department for eleven years.
Noor Anita is known to Buletin Mutiara
as an officer with a ready smile in even
the toughest situation. Buletin Mutiara
had witnessed angry building owners
scolding MPPP officers during demoli-
tion processes.

Noor Anita regularly accompanies the
Enforcement Team :
to monitor demoli-
tion of illegal build-
ings and extensions
and in her line of
work, meets with
all kinds of chal-
lenges.

Buletin Mutiara
asked Noor Anita
to share some of |
her memorable ex-
periences. Noor
Anita’s friendly
colleagues chipped
in with laughter,
“She had been
chased by dogs,
went up on skylifts
and climbed
through windows
to get into illegal
buildings.”

Noor Anita shy-
ly said that it is all
part and parcel of T\ <2l

Nordin with his department head, Azan
Sirun at his workplace.
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her work and Nordin and his two colleagues han
didn’t mind at all. telephone calls for MPPP at Komtar.

MPPP Secretary Ir Ang Aing Thye receiving his certificate from MPPP Chief Datuk
Hajjah Patahiyah Ismail.

“My job is certainly challenging and
more suitable for men but nowadays,
women too can handle them,” the
mother of three said sweetly. She is
thankful for the RM1,000 reward and
will shower her children with new
clothes and shoes for Hari Raya.

The faces behind the phones

A call to MPPP is usually greeted by
three cheerful individuals. One of them,
Nordin Hanafiah is extra special because
he adopts a very positive attitude towards

- work and life.
Buletin Mutiara
spent time with
Nordin to see
how this visual-
ly impaired Cus-
tomer Service
| Officer handles
the telephones,
computers and
also moves
around in his of-
fice.

“I was born
blind. At the
age of 6, my
parents who
lived in rural
Kedah sent me
to St. Nicholas
Home for my
education. To-
W day, I am so
j thankful to my

father as he had
stood firm to al-
low me to get
proper training

S
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Noo_r A?\ita is all smiles receiving the Excellent
Service Award from MPPP Chief and
Secretary.

Imperial Sponsor for
Penang Green Expo 2012

Just Green
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and education despite objections from
my grandmother. Back in the 70s, our
kampung folks couldn’t understand how
my parents could send me so far away
for boarding at St. Nicholas Home,”
Nordin reflected back with gratitude.

“It is from St. Nicholas that I learned
music which is my passion. I am so
honoured that MPPP gave me the re-
sponsibility as choir-master to lead the
choir. In fact, MPPP has given me a lot
of opportunities to go for training. I get
equal treatment and chances as any staff
member,” Nordin continued.

Nordin has worked in MPPP for 17
years. He has a son who is currently
pursuing a degree at UUM Sintok, Ke- |
dah. He moves around with the help of
his son and friend while his colleagues =
help him when he is in Komtar. K

Asked if he has any good advice for
individuals with special needs, Nordin
said, “I hope more companies will em-
ploy people with special needs. It has to
start with the public sector so that the
private sector will follow suit. Even if
we have special needs, we can still con-
tribute. Give us a chance.”

Nordin also gave sincere advice to
other people with special needs to try to
be independent as much as possible.
“Although people will help, we must try
to help ourselves. Be punctual, add
value to our job, be neat and don’t use
the disabilities as excuses.”

Instead, Nordin lives by the saying :
‘Don’t be a needy person but rather, be a
person on whom others can depend on’.

reci

RETURN 2 GREEN SDN. BHD.
Plot 557, Lorong Perusahaan 4,
Prai Free Trade Zone, Phase 1,
13600 Prai, Penang,
MALAYSIA

Nordin is adept with the computer. ;1;91 ::23:'2833 gggg
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To him everything is ‘normal’ and he is Email : info@return2green.com.my

not the least perturbed by his disability. Website : www.return2green.com.my
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

PENAGA PENAGA
Q,IAFBPT%TCIE Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 -829 0614 YB Dato’ Haji Azhar lbrahim { 04 - 3]0 3100 Hj Rosidi Bin Hussain [T} 04 - 575 6577
limguaneng@penang.gov.my 38017 b?n}Om/pﬁOhOO com F) 04 - 575 8578
PENAN BERTAM :
YB DOTO Mansor Othman T) 04 - 522 1463 YB Hajah Zabariaoh Wahab (T) 04 - 575 8670 BERTA
mansor@penang.gov.my H 04 - 522 1463 é\ssrrg/lsso%?zlgtl)% ég%%lfgé% (1) 013 - 580 6981

PINANG TUNGGAL

YB Dato’ Haji Roslan Saidin PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Prof Dr. P. Ramasamy a/I T) 04 - 650 5134
palanisamy ' 7 64-581 8718 PERMATANG BERANGAN hacputayGvaheocom Ik s=sy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my YB Haiji Shabudin Yahya T) 04 - 573 4630

{ 04 -570 1997 PERMATANG BERANGAN

PADANG KOTA Arshad Bin Md Salleh (T) 019 - 510 2633
YE Chkow Kon Y@eow {T 8‘}1‘ %%g %?5]1% SUNGAI DUA arshad.salleh@yahoo.com
CROWKORYEOW 2PENANG.gov.Mmy - YB Dato’ Haji Jasmin Mohamed (T) 04 - 575 7454 AT T
BATU MAUNG Zahadi Mohd (T) 019 - 507 3828
YB Dato’ Abdul Malik Abul Kassi T) 04 - 626 1968 TELOK AIR TAWAR i
obdr%glik@oe%ong.lqov.r%v s { 04 - 626 5496 YB Dato’ Hjh. Jahara Hamid T) 04 - 351 3675 zahadi55@yahoo.com

jahara.hamid@gmail.com 04 - 351 4389 TELOK AIR TAWAR
BAGAN JERMAL Salehin Mohamed (T) 017- 427 1581
YB Lim Hock Seng { 04-3317175 SEBERANG JAYA (T) 04-3980185 pjd_403@ymail.com
limhockseng@penang.gov.my -3317175 YB Datuk Arif Shah Haji Omar Shah
S SRS A ot B854
YB Law Heng Kiang {T 04 -282 6419 SUNGAI ACHEH abjteguh@gmail.com (F) 04-538 1460
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my 04 -282 6419 YB Dato’ Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100
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PBA profits increase

Story by Danny Ooi

THE Chairman of Perbadanan Bekalan
Air Pulau Pinang, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said PBA Holdings Bhd
(PBAHB) reported a profit after tax
(PAT) of RM45.7 million for the year
ended December 31,2011 - the highest
posted by the company since 2006.

In percentage terms, PBAHB gener-
ated a 74% increase in PAT year-on-year,
as compared to RM26.2 million in 2010.

“PBAHB’s financial results in 2011
proved that the Penang-based Group
could be a socially responsible yet
profitable water supply operator,” CM
Lim told the Media after the company’s
annual general meeting on June 26. He
attributed the PAT growth in 2011 to
the following:

* Higher revenue from trade con-
sumption following the trade tariff
review that was introduced from No-
vember 1,2010 following more robust
economic growth in 2011.

e Increase in trunk mains contribu-
tions as related to more activities in the
property and industrial sectors.

e Interest in income from prudent
corporate investments.

* Increase in other operating income
from the recovery and reversal of bad

debts, liquidated ascertained damages
and other charges, as well as gains on
disposal of equity investments.

e A reduction in income tax ex-
penses as a result of the reversal of
provision for deferred taxation, arising
from an increase in the qualifying as-
sets and also higher unutilised re-in-
vestment allowances.

CM Lim said it is worthy to note that
Penang’s water tariffs for domestic
consumption up to 35,000 litres per

month are the lowest in Malaysia at
RMO0.31 per 1,000 litres.

“Our trade tariffs are also amongst the
lowest in the country for consumption of
up to 500,000 litres per month,” he said,
adding that water supply was an essential
service and domestic water tariffs in
Penang were kept low to ensure that
everyone could afford to enjoy continu-
ous water supply 24 hours a day.

“We will continue to balance profit-
ability and corporate social responsi-

bility,” CM Lim said.

PBAPP’s receipt of the WaterLinks
Award, together with PDAM Tira Musi
Palembang, was another noteworthy
achievement in 2011 that placed Pen-
ang positively on the international map
as far as water supply quality is con-
cerned.

“PBAPP won the award for helping
PDAM Tirta Musi to improve continu-
ous water supply and increase access
to safe drinking water for the benefit
of 150,000 residents in Palembang.

Moreover, water supply availability
has been upgraded from 12 to 24 hours
a day in the province,” he said.

Commenting on its joint-venture
project in Yichun, China, CM Lim said
the Yichun Pinang Water Co Ltd
(YPWC) had increased supply of
treated water by 200% to 30 million
litres per day. (MLD).

“The supply volume was expected
to increase further to 40 MLD next
year and 50 MLD in 2014,” he added.

YPWC manages the Yuan He water
treatment plant built by Pinang Water
Ltd. (PWL).

CM Lim said PBAHB would consider
new opportunities if new business arises
given the company’s venture in upgrad-
ing water supply services in China.

11th Penang Furniture Exhibition (Penfurnex)

Story by Danny Ooi

PENANG Furniture and Timber Industry Association
had a surprise for visitors to its 11th Penang Furniture
Exhibition (PENFURNEX) held at PISA from June
25 to June 27.

This year, the Association had specially made a
20-foot high chair as an advertising symbol.

“When this advertising symbol was announced, it
attracted a lot of public attention and curiosity; some
even asked me “ ‘why choose a chair rather than
other furniture?’ ” - the President of the Association,
Ngai Chin Soon said during his welcoming speech
at the opening ceremony.

He said the ‘Giant Chair’ represents a character-
istic of the tropical rain forest furniture - which has
three key features, namely full of contemporary and
streamlined beauty, exceptional craftsmanship and
full of tropical rainforest wood charm - the ‘Nyatoh’
wood.

Ngai said buying designed furniture is just like
having a piece of art at home.

“However, to manufacture furniture with an artis-
tic content, the manufacturing cost is very high as it
is necessary to have an excellent craftsman to main-
tain its state of the art.

“With this in mind, I hope exhibitors do not initi-
ate a price war because by doing so, they will be
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‘Giant Chair’ designer, Lee Juan Hong posing
with his design during PENFURNEX 2012.

making a loss and will not be able to maintain the
quality of the products and will further dampen the
development of the furniture industry,” he added.

He hoped the exhibitors of PENFURNEX will not
only showcase their quality products but also provide
good after - sale service.

“This will allow the consumers to do their shop-
ping at PENFURNEX with a feeling of ‘getting a
guarantee’ on the furniture purchased,” Ngai said.

The President of Malaysia Furniture Entrepreneur
Association, Lor Lean Sen, said on the international

scenario, Malaysia ranked the 8th largest furniture
exporter in the world and third largest in Asia.

“Indeed, we are proud that Malaysian furniture is
exported to more than 160 countries. The latest sta-
tistics reveal that Malaysia’s furniture export regis-
tered a growth of 11.3% for the first quarter of 2012
against the corresponding period last year,” he said.

CM Lim Guan Eng officiated the opening ceremo-
ny. Present were Lor Lean See, Ngai Chin Soon, the
President of Penang Chinese Chamber of Commerce,
Tan Sri Tan Kok Ping and PUNFURNEX organising
chairman, Richard Ooi.

CM Lim Guan Eng applauded the furniture manu-
facturers and the furniture association for their hard
work, initiative and drive in making Malaysia’s
furniture internationally known and also as one of
the top ten furniture exporting countries in the world
today.

“PENFURNEX provides an excellent platform
for furniture industry players and its related players
to network, trade, exchange ideas as well as build
brand awareness. I would like to urge the manufac-
turers to continue development of sustainable
material and methods to take advantage of the
market shift towards ‘green furniture’. A balance
between economic growth and sustainability is
important to ensure long-term growth of the furni-
ture industry,” he added.



Pakatan Rakyat solves 30-year-old
sewage problem in Nibong Tebal

RESIDENTS in Nibong Tebal can heave a sigh ‘”‘

of relief that a problem they had endured and
suffered for 30 years had been solved by Penang
State Exco Member Wong Hon Wai with the
help of State Assemblymember Tan Beng Huat.

On 11 July, 2012 Wong and Tan launched the
upgrading and repair works. RM1.6mil has been
allocated by the Penang Pakatan government to
repair and upgrade the septic tank system in Ta-
man Desa Jawi and Kampung Valdor in Nibong
Tebal in Seberang Prai. The upgrading work
would take about a year to complete after which
the treatment plants would be officially surren-
dered to Indah Water Konsortium (IWK) for
maintenance and supervision.

Four hundred and thirty eight households can
now look forward to fresher air because the foul
smell caused by mulfunctioning treatment
plants will be over soon. They are thankful to
the Penang PR State Government for looking > .
into their complaints which had been left unat- = - - ; b s i
tended for thirty years. j ' : ; Ch

\

Assemblymember Tan Beng Huat (4th from left) and State Exco Member Wong Hon Wai (5th from left) at site

during the launch of the upgrading works - Pix by DAP Air Itam

Street art murals taking Penang by storm

Pix by DAP Air Itam

LITHUANIAN artist
Ernest Zacharevic’s
Street Art Murals have |
taken Penang by
storm. Photogaphers
have taken pictures

with his wall murals : 7
and shared them on g JARELY
Facebook and more - 0

and more people are Singaporean actress Tan Kheng
Hua famous for her role in ‘Phua

going around George Chu Kang’

Town searching for motorbikes and bicycles. witness Ernest Zacharevic putting his finishing
the six murals. International news have picked up On the last day of Penang George Town Festival touches on ‘The Trishaw Man’, the last of his six
and featured the life-like painting of children and on 15 July 2012, a simple on-site press conference pieces of street art murals he has done during the
other Penangites which are combined with real was called by Exco Member Wong Hon Wai to month of the festival.
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From left to right - Lim Kim Chuan, Deputy Chairman of
MRC Penang, Dato’ B.J. Yeang, Chairman of MRC Penang
and Chow Kon Yeow handing his participation form to the
Organising Chairman of MRC Heritage Walk 2012, Loh Nam

Hooi.

Heritage
walk to
raise funds

THE Malaysian Red Cresent
(MRC) Penang Branch is or-
ganising the ‘MRC Heritage
Walk 2012’ to raise RM200,000
for the Society. It will be held
on Sunday, 23 September 2012
at the Esplanade, Penang.

Exco Member Chow Kon
Yeow was the first participant
to sign up for the walk when
he was at the press launch on
21 July, 2012. He joined the
walk last year and said,
“George Town has a lot to
offer. In early morning, you
will find a new experience,
away from the hustle and
bustle of the traffic in this
heritage city. Come and take
a leisurely Skm walk with
your loved ones.”

The registration fee is
RM30 and forms can be ob-
tained from :

MRC Penang Branch at Jalan
Grove - Tel : 827 5678
MRC Seberang Perai - Tel :

323 3323

Participants will get a T-
shirt and will be entitled to a
lucky draw.

Chow said in his speech,
“The Penang State Govern-
ment considers the MRC as an
important partner in meeting
the needs of the less fortunate
and in rendering assistance
during disasters and acci-
dents. We greatly appreciate
the good and effective work
of MRC members. Their
spirit of volunteerism and
willingness to help those in
need is worthy of praise and
high appreciation.”

The Organising Chairman
Loh Nam Hooi also announced
that Boon Siew Honda will
contribute a motorbike for the
lucky draw prize while China
Airlines will give away a
travel package to the lucky
winners. Other attractive priz-
es await the winners.
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The late Tan Kim Chuan’s sister, Lay Kim (centre) and Lim Dang Chii (left) at the Mount

Erksine funeral parlour. Note: Joey Lim Dang Chii was the artist who was robbed (in June) at

her art gallery in Love Lane.

Story by Danny Ooi

CM Lim Guan Eng said the fact that
Penang being tagged ‘ The Safest State
In Malaysia, with the lowest crime rate’
does not truly reflect Penang as a safe
place.

He said crime index figure does not ;
portray a full picture of public safety. b

“The public need to feel safe, to be
really safe,” CM Lim told a Press Con-
ference after he visited Block J at the &%
Rifle Range Flats in Padang Tembak,
Air Itam on July 12, following the death
of snatch theft victim, Tan Kim Chuan.

Among those present were ADUN
Komtar, Ng Wei Aik, ADUN Kebun
Bunga, Jason Ong Khan Lee and Spe-
cial Assistant, Enson Neoh.

CM Lim called on the Penang Police Chief,
Deputy Commissioner Dato Wira Ayub Yaakob to
deploy more policemen for patrolling the Rifle
Range Flats and also to set up a ‘Payung’ beat base
in the area.

Snatch theft victim, Tan Kim Chuan, 60, whose
senseless death on July 10 has sparked an outrage
over the indifference of seven people who walked
past her unconscious body.

However, four residents of the Rifle Range Flats
who came to the aid of Tan, were each presented
with a Certificate Of Appreciation and RM 200 by
CM Lim.

The four good samaritans who helped the victim receiving
their Certificate of Appreciation from the Penang State
Government.

They are Mah Yoon Yee, Saravana Kumar a/l
Balachandran, Zarolnizam Talib and Khoo Ean
Oon.

In the untoward incident, Tan, a widow, was
walking alone near Block J at the Rifle Range Flats
in Padang Tembak, Air Itam, at 6am when her
hand-bag was snatched by a motorcyclist, causing
her to fall.

She died hours later at the Penang Hospital.

Among those who paid their last respects at the
Mount Erskine funeral parlour were CM Lim Guan
Eng, ADUNs Ng Wei Aik, and Jason Ong Khan
Lee.

CM Lim handed RM?2 000 from State funds as
funeral donation to Tan’s family members.

e really

safe.”

MP Yusmadi’s mother
injured in robbery

Story by Chan Lilian,
Pix by Hafiz Tajuddin

FATIMAH Ahmad, 74 years
old was hit on her face and
robbed in her home in Balik
Pulau. She is the mother of
the Member of Parliament of
Balik Pulau, Yusmadi Yu-
soff. Yusmadi told Buletin
Mutiara that his mother suf-
fered bruises around her eye
and neck.

“My mother is very traumatised. But what’s heartbreak-
ing to her is the jewellery robbed from her. Those are very
sentimental pieces to her because those jewelleries had
helped us during hard times when we were in school and
university. She had pawned them and later got them back
when times were better. Now, everything is gone. Itis not
the monetary value but the sentimental value,” Yusmadi
told Buletin Mutiara.

Yusmadi also took the opportunity to thank all the well-
wishers who had sent their get-well wishes and shown
concern including Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who
visited them on 16 July, 2012. Yusmadi said more com-
munity effort should be put in to ensure the security and
safety of the people.

“I never thought that a safe haven like Balik Pulau can
encounter such a thing. We must have ‘muafakat’ (consen-
sus or loosely translated, accord) so that everyone will help
each other for the benefit of everyone,” Yusmadi sug-
gested.

Yusmadi applauded the set-up of the Voluntary Patrol
Team (PPS) as their presence in the neighbourhood will
provide additional security in Balik Pulau.

Yusmadi showing the bruises on his mother, Fatimah.



Lawasia family law conference

-adapted from CM Lim Guan Eng’s
speech

Pix by Alissala Thian

THE 4th LAWASIA Family Law
Conference returned to Penang after
twenty years. Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng who was the guest at the
conference welcomed the partici-
pants. He also paid tribute to all
those in the Bar and in civil society
who have been campaigning for the
rights of women and children, in
particular, and for fairer and more
progressive laws and justice in the
administration of those laws.

He thanked the Malaysian Bar
and the Penang Bar Committee for
supporting the conference and help-
ing to bring it to Penang.

“Penang is of course where the
Malaysian modern legal system
began, and much of our past success has been due to
the rule of law and the systems of justice and admin-
istration inherited from the British. In front of Pen-
ang High Court, is the Logan Memorial built more
than a century ago in honour of a Scottish lawyer who
used the law to champion the rights of the local
population in Penang. With its four representations of
Temperance, Wisdom, Fortitude and Justice, this
memorial serves as a reminder of the virtues that are
required of those who would uphold justice and the
rule of law,” CM Lim told the participants.

He continued, “The rule of law serves as one of the
fundamental guarantees or rights given to a citizen.
Itis an assurance that all people, regardless of wealth,
stature, race, religion or allegiance are subject to the
laws of the country and will be treated equally and
fairly by it. It is a guarantee of substantive and pro-
cedural justice that is entrenched in the Malaysian
Constitution. Article 8(1) of our Constitution provides
that “All persons are equal before the law and entitled
to the equal protection of the law’.”

“But notwithstanding written guarantees in our

facebook.com/buletinmutiara

Constitution, the rule of law can only flourish in so-
ciety when the primary institutions that are responsi-
ble for making, implementing and upholding the law
— the Legislature, the Judiciary, the Executive, the
Police, the Bar — each play their own vital role in
ensuring that the rule of law is upheld. The rule of
law can also only be protected with active public
participation in the justice system and ongoing debate
on legal rights, strengthening public institutions such
as a free press and judiciary, as well as empowering
the public through accessible and affordable informa-
tion,” CM Lim said.

He also added, “In some countries especially those
facing authoritarian governments who do not conduct
clean elections, the integrity of many of these institu-
tions is under threat. Will we ever hear again the
immortal words: ‘FIAT JUSTITIA, RUAT COELUM’
or ‘Let justice be done though the heavens fall’ — that
was powerfully invoked by Lord Mansfield in 1772
when he freed the slave in Sommersett’s Case?

Slavery was common in Britain’s colonies, but
when a slave was transported to England, this abom-
inable practice was prohibited by Chief Justice Lord

Mansfield, who refused to be cowed
by the threat of chaos should he rule
for the slave. As Lord Mansfield
famously intoned,

‘The constitution does not allow
reasons of state to influence our
judgement. God forbid it should! We
must not regard political conse-
quences, however formidable they
might be; if rebellion was the certain
consequence, we are bound to say,
Fiat justitia, ruat ccelum— Let justice
be done, though the heavens fall’.”

Heavens did not fall as there was
no chaos accompanying the aboli-
tion of slavery in England. Instead
men’s liberty and dignity was pro-
tected and promoted when the rule
of law was upheld and justice al-
lowed to prevail. This is an impor-
tant reminder that political consid-
erations and even threats of violence
must always take a back seat to the
rule of law if we are to march successfully towards a
civil and civilized society. Only a civil and civilized
society can protect families and allow family law to
see justice done.

Today, Malaysia operates a mixed system of laws,
with civil courts applying the English common law
and Muslim courts applying Muslim criminal and
personal law. The boundary between the jurisdiction
of the civil courts and that of Muslim Syariah courts,
which is sometimes exploited by litigants in family
cases, is of course one of the most difficult topics in
Malaysian family law, and one that our national lead-
ers have yet to resolve successfully, but it highlights
some of the issues that face developing countries
across Asia.

“Family law, like other areas of law in Asia, also
struggles with problems of access to justice and ine-
quality of arms that mean that the most vulnerable in
society have difficulty obtaining justice in our courts.
These are all issues that our politicians and legislators
must address and be held accountable for if they fail
to address them,” CM Lim concluded.
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Thank you Saudara
Ong Ah Teong

The telephone information you have listed in the Buletin
Mutiara is a very excellent method to seek assistance from
the various person in charge of the various portfolios.

This morning I called up Mr Ong Ah Teong asking for
information on where I could locate my friend’s cat which
he claimed was taken away by MPPP enforcement personnel.

Mr Ong was very helpful polite.friendly and within half
an hour personally called me back with the necessary infor-
mation.
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Mdm Liew Siew Mei
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Inaugural Conference of the

ASEAN Coalition™<
for Clean Governance

THE PENANG DECLARATION

ACKNOWLEDGING the principles of good and clean governance, and the values of truth, freedom and transparency;
RECOGNIZING the need for good and clean governance to attain economic development and social progress;
EMBRACING the diversity of culture, ethnicity and religion;

We, the participants of the inaugural Asean Coalition for Clean Governance, are hereby committed to:

1. Reaffirmthe principles of good governance as described by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
which are:
Legitimacy and Voice,
Direction,
Performance,
Accountability, I
Fairmess; ! ¥
airness; e o th
Confirmthatgood and clean governance requires the support of robustand durable institutions thatenable, solidify N
and consolidate democracy; ion
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Promote efficient, accountable and transparent public institutions by pledging to:

a. Encourage the implementation of public declaration of assets, open competitive tenders and the disclosure of
government contracts,
Recognize the need for whistleblower protection in order to safeguard the universal rights of the people,
Impose zero tolerance for all manners of corruption and abuse of power by ensuring independent powers of
prosecution in corruption cases;

Embrace cultural and social transformation in governance and integrity to engender inclusive, equitable and
participatory social, political, economic and sustainable development of the ASEAN peoples;

5. Uphold the rule of law without fear or favour.

We, the undersigned, on the 25th day of June, 2012, believe that the ideals of truth, freedom and transparency
should be universally embraced, and that the ASEAN peoples deserve the right to enjoy the essential values of a
good, clean and efficient government that dignifies, engages, safeguards and delivers the aspirations of the people.

Signed, k\l ‘V / 't ‘

The Mon. Lim*Guan Eng HE Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva Datuk Paul Low Seng Kuan

conference.

Story by Danny Ooi

THE Inaugural Conference of
the Asean Coalition for Clean
Governance held at Eastern
and Oriental Hotel in George
Town on June 25, was a result
of the Bersih 3.0 gatherings on
April 28.

Chairperson of Bersih 3.0,
Datuk Ambiga
Sreenevasan said
this at the confer-
ence, organised by
Penang Institute.

“ Clean govern-
ance and democ-
racy cannot be
separated to
achieve economic
growth and har-
mony.

“ Every country
needs liberation
and change in eco-
nomic system,
while political in-
stitutions need to
be controlled.

“Due to this, the
conference basi-

Datuk Dr Mansor Othman Prof. Anwar Nasution Mdm. Risa Hontiveros

b1 4

Dato’ S. AmbigT - Mr. Donald Low

R Ooi Kee Berg

Dato’ Din Merican Mr. Zairil Khir Johari Dr. Sherry Tao Kong

CM Lim Guan Eng greeting Abhisit Vejjajiva (second from left), joining them were Deputy Chief Minister I,
Datuk Mansor Othman (second from right), Tourist Development and Culture EXCO, Danny Law Heng Kiang
(right) and Penang Institute Chief Executive Officer, Zairil Khir Johari (left), during the Conference of Asean
Coalition For Clean Governance.

Datuk Ambiga (left) addressing the crowd during the

The Inaugural
Conference of the
Asean Coalition
for Clean
Governance

http:lilavw.facebook.comilbul

cally discussed the needs of a
strong democracy which sup-
ports clean governance ,” she
added.

CM Lim Guan Eng outlined
the five basic items which
should be instilled in each in-
dividual working towards an
ideal Penang and Asean.

“The real development is not
only materialistic in nature, but
needs to focus on possible
goals and opportunities avail-
able.

“Good and clean govern-
ance will give rise to positive
social economy. Public institu-
tions with weak governance
will lead to corruption and
mishandling of public funds.
Also due to weak governance,
Government linked institu-
tions, like Courts, Police and
Anti- Corruption Agency will
be subjected to undue involve-
ment by the Government.

“Together with us, all ASE-
AN leaders face corruption
issues and misuse of power in
running a clean administra-
tion,” he stressed.



Breaking Barriers with fasting

—a

ehind the
scenes
with Chan Lilian

THE Holy Ramadhan month usually
evokes certain feelings in me because my
work involves spending time with my
fellow Muslim brothers and sisters when
they break fast. Admittedly, I do not fast
like them. I do observe the Lenten fasting
as a Catholic which is 40 days of vegetar-
ian food. So, I am in awe of the Muslim
brothers and sisters for their strength in
observing a dawn to dusk fasting.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng spent
the second day of Ramadhan 22 July,
2012 in Sungai Gelugor with Assembly-
member for Seri Delima RSN Rayer. 1
thought that after spending three years
doing this Buka Puasa circuit, I will be
jaded.

I can almost do everything like clock-
work by now. Taking photos of the VIPs
giving speeches, distributing rice and
giving aid, breaking of fast with drinks
and dates and the eating.

However, I am enlightened, humbled
and touched with the people at the Dewan
JKKK, Sungai Gelugor. Before the
breaking of fast, Ustaz Dr Wan Salim
delivered a tazkirah which is a reminder
for the people. Ustaz
Dr Wan Salim said,
“Most faiths observe
a certain way of fast-
ing. Fasting is to
evoke the feelings of
sympathy, repentance >
and the desire to help 4
others. We may not
be able to totally
wipe out poverty but
we can work hard to
reduce the gap be-
tween the rich and the
poor. We can feel
their hardship.”

The Chairman of
the Sungai Gelugor
Qariah, Prof. Dr. Fad-
hlullah Jamil wel-
comed guests from
other races and religions to join the
Muslims to break fast. “Ramadhan is
about controlling oneself and doing ab-
stinence. We welcome non-Muslims to
join us to get the feeling of fasting. We
may break fast together,” he said in his
welcoming speech.

As a photographer, I have gone deep
into the Malay heartland : to kampungs
in Penaga, Jawi, Nibong Tebal and other
places. Some of these places are really
remote and yet, I feel the warmth and
friendliness of the kampung folks. I feel

such joy when I join the Muslim women
eating from the same large tray of rice.

Initially, I was not accustomed to see
a huge tray with rice and curry and 10
persons eating from the same tray. But
now, I really look forward to such meals
because there is nothing that bonds us
together and reminds us that we are one
human race than being in communion in
a meal.

At the Dewan JKKK Sungai Gelugor,
CM Lim told the people who were wait-
ing to break fast together, “From what I

understand,
the second
day of Ram-
adhan is a
time to spend breaking fast with family
members. However, you are all here to-
day. We are like a family.”

The Chief Minister is going to spend
almost every day of the Holy month of
Ramadhan to breaking fast with the
Muslims in all the constituencies in Pen-
ang island and the mainland. For him, it
is not posh hotel buffets but remote

Dr Wan Salim.

Left to right : Chairman of the Sungai Gelugor Qaryiah, Prof. Dr.
Fadhlullah Jamil, CM Lim, RSN Rayer serving drinks and Ustaz

kampungs, sitting down on the floor, eat-
ing with his hands and getting in touch
with the people. If you see a banner in
your area about these Buka Puasa events,
do join our Muslim brothers and sisters
in their breaking of fast. May you be
enlightened too.

I wish all my Muslim friends ‘Selamat
Berpuasa’.





