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PENANG celebrates Merdeka annually
with the launch of flying the Malaysian
flag a month before the actual day, on
31st August. A ceremony will be held
where all the Government agencies will
receive the flags in a symbolic hand-over
from the Penang Pakatan Rakyat State
Leaders.
This year, the event was held on 19
July 2012 at Sunway Carnival when the
organising chairman, Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain, who is also the Penang State
Assembly Speaker handed over the flags.
Present at the event were Penang Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng, Deputy Chief
Ministers Datuk Mansor Othman and
Prof. P. Ramasamy, Penang State Exco
Members, State Secretary Datuk Farizan
Darus and other leaders.
The theme for this year’s 55th Me-
derka is “BUDAYA BERSIH,
MERDEKAKAN RAKYAT” or trans-
lated as ‘A CLEAN CULTURE FREES
THE PEOPLE’.
In his speech, CM Lim said, “Even
though Malaysia has achieved 55 years of
independence, we must increase our efforts
to realise the agenda of the people. The five
principles of Rukun Negara must be applied
to maintain harmony and welfare of the
rakyat.”
The five principles of Rukun Negera are :
NOW THEREFORE, WE, the people of
Malaysia, pledge to concentrate the whole
of our energy and efforts to achieve these
ambitions based on the following principles:
. BELIEF IN GOD
. LOYALTY TO KING AND
COUNTRY

. THE SUPREMACY OF THE
CONSTITUTION

. THE RULE OF LAW

. COURTESY AND MORALITY

CM Lim said, “The main problem faced
by Malaysians is corruption which destroys
every effort to build a developed nation.

Corruption also impairs Malaysians from
living with dignity in the field of economy,
politics and socially whether in the arena of
sports, welfare or other areas. That is why
Penang PR State Government had chosen
the theme ‘Budaya Bersih, Merdekakan
Rakyat’.”

To illustrate the Clean Culture which
sets Penangites free. CM Lim pointed
out how under Penang CAT governance
of Competent, Accountable and Trans-

Penang State Secretary Datuk Farizan
Darus distributing a Malaysia flag to a
vehicle owner.

parent, Penan-
gites have ben-
efited from the
RM111 million
saved through
this good gov-
ernance.
“What Pen-
angites are en-
joying today are
the fruits of a
clean Govern-
ment rooted on
integrity or what
you can call the
‘anti-corruption
dividend’ which
we build so that
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Penang State leaders waving the Malaysian flags. From left to right - MP Chong Eng, Exco Members Lydia Ong, Law Choo Kiang,
Lim Hock Seng, Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim and Phee Boon Poh.

Civil servants get Raya bonus

Story by Chan Lilian

CIVIL servants in Penang get a
Raya bonus in the form of half
month salary or a minimum of
RM600. This was announced
by Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng on 27 July, 2012 after the
Exco meeting. The bonus will
be paid on 9 August, 2012.
The total amount to be spent
by the Penang state government
is RM3.9 million. It is an in-
crease from last year because
the number of Civil Servants

have increased from 3,645 in
2011 to 3,780 in 2012. The
Civil Servants’ salary too has
increased by 13% from April,
2012.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said in a press confer-
ence, “This Raya bonus of
RM600 for Civil Servants and
RM300 for Kafa teachers
(teachers who teach the
Quran) is the same as last year
and not a 13-General Election
candy like what Barisan Na-
sional media claimed.”

every Penangite
can benefit from our efforts,” CM Lim
continued.

The shouts of “Merdeka, Merdeka,
Merdeka” rang out at the event where
children and adults joyfully waved the

Malaysian flags distributed to them while
patriotic songs were heard in the back-
ground. The spirit of Mederka will bring
together Penangites in unity to face
whatever challenges that they may face
in future.
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Bank of Tokyo
picks mainland

Penang

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

BANK of Tokyo Ltd was first estab-
lished in the then Malaya in 1957, the
year we achieved independence from
the British. It was the first Japanese
commercial bank to be issued a licence
by Bank Negara Malaysia.

Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ (Ma-
laysia) Berhad is also the first Japanese
bank branch in Penang when it opened
a branch in Autocity recently. The Chief
Executive Officer, Masato Nakamura
of Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ (Ma-
laysia) Berhad shared why Penang was
chosen. He said, “The new branch will
be catering for the banking needs of the
northern region including Penang, Ke-
dah and North Perak. Therefore, the
location of the new branch, on the
mainland of Penang was most practical.
Our new branch is not only located in
close proximity to our existing corpo-

rate customers’ bases but is easily ac-
cessible from the nearby large indus-
trial areas in the region due to highly
efficient connection via highways.”

A grand reception dinner was held on
25 July, 2012. The event was graced by
the Consul-General of Japan in Penang,
H.E. Tetsuro Kai, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng and other dignitaries. Present
at the dinner was the Managing Execu-
tive Officer Takami Onodera.

CM Lim who was invited to address
the very distinguished audience com-
prising of global leading bankers and
investors from Japan said, “ As you are
aware, Penang has attracted many inves-
tors especially in the manufacturing
sector and Penang is still attracting new
investments in large range of industries
and specific sectors. In Penang alone,
we have 35 Japanese companies and a
total of 1500 expatriates work here. In
2011, Japanese investments of a total of

Masato Nakamura (right) and Takami Onodera at the grand reception dinner.

RM3.3 billion was recorded making
Japanese investments the biggest
amongst others.”

He described the opening of the first
branch of a Japanese bank as an historic
moment for Penang. He also told the
audience who were mostly Japanese ex-
patriates, “Penang is No.1 in investments,
financial management of state finances
and No.1 most liveable city in Malaysia.”

He continued, “I believe that the bank

will continue to promote Penang, due to
its strategic location in ASEAN as well
as the Asia Pacific Region, as it is also
deemed to be of great opportunity for
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ (Malay-
sia) Berhad and its customers to take
advantage of the ASEAN trade alliance
as well as ASEAN’s free trade agree-
ments (FTA) with India, China, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Japan and South
Korea.”

RMS88 million Blaupunkt Malaysm plant opens in Penang

BLAUPUNKT Malaysia, one of the world’s leading
brands for automotive infotainment, invited Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng to grace the the opening of
its 100,000 sq ft new manufacturing plant and re-
gional distribution centre in Bukit Tengah Industrial
Area on 11 July, 2012.

Present at the event were Dato’ Mukhriz Tun Ma-
hathir, Deputy Minister of International Trade and
Industry, Dr. Lars Placke, Chief Executive Officer of
Blaupunkt Group, Goh Kok Teow, Managing Direc-
tor of Blaupunkt Malaysia, His Excellency Herbert
Weiler, Honorary Consul of the Federal Republic of
Germany and other VIPs.

Blaupunkt has been in Malaysia since 1973 as
part of the Robert Bosch group. With today’s em-
ployee size of 330 Malaysians, the new site will
create 70 more new job opportunities, which cater
mainly for the R&D engineering and professional
positions. In 2009, Aurelius AG bought over the
Blaupunkt group from Robert Bosch and after a
series of global restructuring processes, the share-
holders decided to develop Blaupunkt Malaysia as
their only manufacturing facility for worldwide
Blaupunkt OEM customers.

“Blaupunkt Malaysia has invested about RM88
million in this plant and is planning another RM40
million in the next 5 years. [ am proud that Blaupunkt
has chosen Penang which is one of the top investment
locations in Malaysia.

“Your presence will only add depth to Penang’s
efforts to attract world brand specializing in high-tech
value added sunrise industries,” CM Lim said in his

CM Lim being shown around in the new factory
by Dr. Lars Placke.

speech.

He continued, “One of the major beneficiaries of
this expansion plan will be the local SMEs. I am
pleased that Blaupunkt Malaysia is playing an impor-
tant role of capacity building for its local vendors
through its local vendor development program. It is
worth to mention a few of these vendors which include
SanShin (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, Hotayi Electronic (M)
Sdn. Bhd, which meets the standard and equip them
the capability to penetrate into automotive industries
through quality process review, testing, training and
periodic business and technical assistance.”

Blaupunkt’s decision to make its essential shared
services into Malaysia is in line with the Penang state
government’s vision of developing Penang as the hub

for shared services and outsourcing, particularly for
business process outsourcing (BPO), information
process outsourcing (IPO) and knowledge process
outsourcing (KPO).

Key drivers identified for Penang to emerge as a
favourable BPO destination include:

e Strong focus by the government on promoting BPO
industry through various state initiatives.

e Availability of talent pool to offer higher-end, rela-
tively less scale-dependent BPO services such as fi-
nancial services, logistics, energy and pharmaceuticals.
e Significant investments in upgrading of existing
infrastructure.

* Availability of a strong engineering and manufactur-
ing base, which can be leveraged to offer services in
these sectors.

CM Lim also said, “We believe that convergence
of both the manufacturing services and the public
sector would assist us to move up the value chain and
arrive at a win-win situation. We are inter-connected
and no longer mutually exclusive. Like Blaupunkt,
we can learn how to move back and forth from the
manufacturing and services sector so as to be one of
the top BPOs site in Malaysia. And this could not have
happened to a nicer place than Penang which is not
only one of the top island tourist destinations but the
most liveable city in Malaysia.”

He thanked all parties that have made Blaupunkt
Malaysia newest site a success and urged everyone
to continue to strive together to make Penang the
place of choice for industries and to be globally
competitive.
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Story by Danny Ooi
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SJK (C) Pai Cai in Batu
Ferringhi has completed
the construction of a four-
storey building under its
expansion project that
started in 2010.

Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said the State
Government donated
RM510,000 to the school
building fund over the
past three years.

He added that the
school’s expansion was to
enable it to enrol more
students.

“The new building has
20 classrooms, a hall, a
laboratory, a library and
other facilities,” he said
during a courtesy visit by
the School Board members
at KOMTAR on July 24.

The visitors from SJK (C) Pai Cai
were the Board’s Chairman, Sim Liong
Hock, Vice-Chairman, Ooi Hoe Leng,
Vice-Chairman of the School Building
Committee, Ch’ng Hiang Kwee, and

committee members Hoe Eng Wah and
Choo Seng Kean.

Sim said that the 52-year-old school
currently has six classrooms and 156
students, adding that the expansion
project would be carried out in two
phases.
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Exco Member Chow Kon Yeow (seated left) sharing a light momeht with other EXCOs and school staff.

He said that the school needed
RM3.5 million for the expansion pro-
ject and would ask the Federal Govern-
ment for the money.

The 3,809 sq.m. plot of land where
the school is sited was donated by
businessman, Datuk Robert Chuan.
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Meanwhile, during
the opening of the
school’s new building
recently, Chow Kon
Yeow said the Penang
State Government has
allocated RM510, 000
to SJK (C) Pai Cai.

“Although this is not
a huge amount, but it
shows the sincerity of
the State Government
in giving fair treatment
and equal development
opportunities to all
schools.

“Education is a neces-
sity to revitalize the na-
tional economy. We hope
this allocation will en-
courage more people to
be extra concerned about
the future of our educa-
tion system.

“Even though Ma-
laysia is a multi-racial country, yet it
is hard to request the building of a new
Chinese-medium primary, secondary
or private school. Pai Cai is one exam-
ple,” he said when he officiated the
opening ceremony.

World Children’s Day food and fun fair

STADIUM BANDARAYA PULAU PIN/

FAMILIES, fun and foods will
come together on 4 November,
2012 when Penang Toys Stories
Project Committee together with
MPPP organise the ‘World Chil-
dren’s Day Food and Fun Fair
2012’ at Penang Youth Park from
9 am to 3 pm.

Betty Chew Gek Cheng who is
the Chairperson for Pertubuhan
Wanita Mutiara Pulau Pinang was
at the press conference held at
MPPP recently. Also present were
Dr. Sim Joo Seng, the sponsors and
the organising committee.

The proceeds from the charity
event will go to the 2-Way Centre
which is run by Penang Mental
Health Association, to provide
therapy for children with learning
difficulties.

Kindergartens whichs are inter-
ested to take part in the stage
performance and individuals who
are interested to support the Fair
can write to lkeanchew @ gmail.
com.

SEGi COLLEGE

Penang

Betty Chew (fourth from left) with sponsors and organising committee in a group photo.



“Renaissance goin

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

MPPP had taken the intiative and launched
the Marking of George Town in 2010. 52
sculptures at 52 locations in George Town
Heritage Site are expected to be ready by end
of 2012.

The project costing RM1.1 million in-
volved several technical departments, NGOs
such as Penang Heritage Trust to provide
input on the suitability of the images, lan-
guage and histories.

Penang State Leaders, MPPP Chief and
department heads, members of the media
went on a trishaw ride around the city to view
the 27 sculptures which have been com-
pleted. 12 are being constructed while 13
more are in the design stage.

These sculptures are inspired by Baba
Chuah, Lefty, Reggie Lee and Tan Mun Kian
together with Sculp-
ture at Work who ®
made the project a *
success. Touristsand ¢ =
local Penangites love -
the unique sculptures
which are voices
from the people.

In Singapore ‘The
Straits Times’ had
published positive
reviews about the
Marking of George
Town scupltures. In
its 2 July, 2012 arti-
cle titled ‘Hip town,
Penang’, The Straits

4
in conjunction with 1512
FMM Heritage Explorer Trail 2012

Pure Lotus Cancer Foundaion
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Representatives from the four charitable organisations getting together for a group photograph after

receiving their donations.

One of the sculptures ‘One Leg Kicks All’ which depicts a
Cantonese ‘Amah’ who is multi-tasking.

Times published - There is no doubt about
it: George Town has become a cool place to
be in. Its once-rundown inner city saw a
reawakening several years ago as chic ho-
tels, cafes and shops began to spring up. An
arts revival soon followed, and galleries, art
spaces and street art started to flourish.

‘There is a renaissance going on in Pen-
ang,’ said renowned local landscape archi-
tect Ng Sek San, who opened a quirky bou-
tique hotel-cum-arts space called Sekeping
Victoria here this year.

Mr Ng said this revival is largely the result
of George Town’s listing as a Unesco World
Heritage site in 2008.

The new state government, he said, is keen
to support the arts. From providing funding
to closing half the city to traffic for street
performances, it has encouraged the arts
revival without taking a heavy-handed ap-
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St Nicholas' Home, Penan

g on In

facebook.com/buletinm

Two elderly ladies were pleasantly surprised and happy to see the
entourage of trishaws passing by.
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By Danny Ooi

SOME 1,200 participants had a fun Sunday morning
when they took part in the FMM Heritage Explorer
Trail 2012 held in George Town on July 15.

The five-hour event organised by Federation of

Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM) started at 6.30am
from City Hall and took the participants in teams of
four to eight members through the 15 heritage sites
like Fort Cornwallis, Hock Teik Cheng Sin Temple,
Acheen Street Mosque, Penang Islamic Museum, Sri
Maha Mariamman Temple, St George’s Anglican

Church, Penang State Museum and Art Gallery and
Cheong Fatt Tze Mansion.

Participants were given booklets to collect
stamps and were required to answer two questions
at each site. The teams which completed the trail
within two and half hours were entitled to a lucky
draw.

Chairman of Corporate Social Responsibilty (CSR)
Sub-Committee of FMM Penang Branch, Lee Teong
Li said four welfare organisations namely St. Nicholas
Home, Women Centre for Change, Pure Lotus Cancer
Foundation and Sunshine Cottage Welfare Society
Home received RM 10,000 each during the sponsor-
ship presentation ceremony.

CM Lim said it was heartening to see this CSR
event from FMM showing their care and love for the
community.

He said holding this event during George Town
Festival Month enriches the festivities and activities
organised by George Town Festival.

“From the generous sponsorships and the big
number of voluntary helpers for this event, it is
evident that Penangites are charitable and support-
ive of the overall good of the community,” CM
Lim added.

Among the highlights at the event was a Chingay
performance and a Peranakan dance.
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Debate 2.0 -

By Danny Ooi

THE aim of the Federal Government to privatise the Penang
Port and give it to a third party was deemed as “piratisation’
of Penang, said its Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

He said this during the question and answer session of
Debate 2.0 DAP & MCA : “Whose Policies Benefit The
Country More’ on July 8 at Sunway Pyramid Convention
Centre, organised by Asian Strategy and Leadership Insti-
tute (Asli).

For Lim, the administration of Datuk Seri Dr Chua Soi
Lek as chairman of Penang Port to improve the Port status
was most disheartening.

This does not take into account the involvement of Dr
Chua with the Federal Government to privatise the Port
and give it to Seaport Terminal (Johor) Sdn. Bhd, owned
by Tan Sri Syed Mokhtar al-Bukhary.

“I feel disappointed with the achievement of my friend
(Soi Lek). Why ? No achievement at all,” he said in jest.

“How can we Penangites allow Penang Port which is a
main port to become a feeder port ?

“If Penangites accept privatisation, which is the aim of
the Federal Government, then it is not privatisation, but
‘piratisation’ , CM Lim Guan Eng said at the debate held
at Sunway Pyramid Convention Centre in Shah Alam.

This second debate organised by the the Asian Strategy

" DEBATE20

DAP & MCA
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and Leadership Institute (Asli) was moderated by its Chief
Executive Officer, Datuk Dr Michael Yeoh.

For CM Lim, the Federal Government not only was not
bothered about Penang Port, but also not bothered of the
upgrading of the Penang International Airport.

“Does the Transport Minister carry out his duty well to
ensure good management of our airport and Penang Port ?

“Why has the upgrading of the Penang International
Airport being delayed three times?

“Why is Penang Port being downgraded to a feeder port
and be privatised 7’ CM Lim queried.

atc 91

“Whose policies
enefit the more?’

“Why is there no discussions with Penangites,” he
added.

Dr Chua in reply, tried to belittle the growth of Penang
Port and the Penang International Airport as an interna-
tional outlet.

“There were no international flights from London to
Penang International Airport because it is just a connecting
airport, but not an international one,” stressed Dr Chua.

On other matters, CM Lim expressed the hope that all
Malaysians will be able to witness a debate between Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Opposition
Leader Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, concerning major issues
of the country.

“We assembled in this hall to determine which party has
the right approach and principles to benefit the people of
Malaysia.

“In fact, a debate should be held between Prime Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim, but unfortunately the Prime Minister refuses to
participate in the debate.

“Does the Prime Minister’s refusal to debate with Datuk
Seri Anwar mean that he is afraid that after the debate, the
people of Malaysia will conclude that the Opposition
Leader is more qualified to be the Prime Minister of Ma-
laysia,” CM Lim asked a crowd of some 1,000 participants
at the conference.




“UMNO leaders selling out

Malay land”

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng issued a press state-
ment on 24 July, 2012 exposing the sale of land in
Kampung Terang. He described it as immoral and
unprincipled because UMNO leaders have claimed to
defend Malay land rights yet at the same time sell away
Malay land. Below is CM Lim’s full statement :

Prime Minister Dato Seri Najib Tun Razak should
direct UMNO Penang Deputy Chairman Dato Musa bin
Haji Sheikh Fadzir and Penang BN 13th General Election
Director Dato Omar Haji Faudzar to return the RM 5
million profit as land brokers or 57 % profit made in 3.5
months to the 31 Malay landowners in Kampung Terang,
Balik Pulau in Penang. Whilst both UMNO leaders have
not done anything illegal, it is immoral and unprincipled
for them to claim to defend Malay land rights from being
eroded and yet at the same time act as land brokers to sell
away Malay land for personal profit at the expense of
these Malay landowners.

Last week, Penang State Assembly Speaker Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain exposed this land profiteering
scandal by these two UMNO leaders of nearly 10 acres
of land in Kampung Terang, Balik Pula. It involves 31
Malay landowners in Penang:-

* Land transferred by 31 landowners to Maison Heights
Sdn Bhd on 31 January 2012 at a combined price of RM
8.6 million;

* Maison Heights Sdn Bhd was formed on 6 March
2009 to deal with construction, land, property investment
and development as well as general trading;

* Masion Heights Sdn Bhd paid-up capital is RM 1
million and owned by Dato Musa with RM 500,000
shares and Dato Omar with RM 499,999 whilst Omar’s
brother Harun owns RM 1 share;

* Maison Heights Sdn Bhd sold the land to Kay Pride
Sdn Bhd on 16 May 2012 for RM 13.5 million.

In other words, Maison Heights Sdn Bhd |_«
or Dato Musa and Dato Omar both earned
nearly RM 5 million from the land transac-
tion in only 3.5 months. This RM 5 million
profit out of an initial investment of RM 8.6
million represents a 57% profit margin in
only 3.5 months — a remarkable profitable
return in such short time.

Is this how UMNO leaders defend the rights
of Malays — by profiting and benefiting at their
expense? Up to now both have not explained
how the RMS5.7 million profit they earned
would benefit the 31 Malay landowners.

Previously, both UMNO leaders had
criticised the state government for trying to take Malay
land to chase out the Malays from Penang. UMNO had
also criticised the state government for wanting to acquire
100 acres of land in another site in Balik Pulau for educa-
tion purposes in building the Asian Women Leadership
University(AWLU). The Penang state government had
been subjected to such racist attacks by UMNO even
though 60% of the land is non-Malay and 40% Malay.

AWLU was approved by Deputy Prime Minister Tan
Sri Muhyidin Yassin on 10 February 2012 as a key edu-
cational project for transforming Malaysia into a high-
income economy. Minister in the Prime Minister’s De-
partment Dato Seri Idris Jala had on 12 June 2012 re-
quested the state government to initiate transfer of 100
acres of land to AWLU.

The Penang state government had supported this ini-
tiative of setting up the first women’s university in Ma-
laysia, as it will be run by Smith College, the top women’s
university in USA. After the state government managed
to persuade AWLU to choose another site, the land ac-
quisition was called off. This has not only disabled

UMNQO’s racist attacks but also proves that the state
government only acquires land for public purpose and
only when there is a credible proposal from a reliable
institution.

At the same time, the exposure of land profiteering
scandal involving UMNO leaders at the expense of or-
dinary Malay landowners proves UMNO’s hypocrisy in
saying one thing of defending the Malays but doing an-
other in selling out their rights. Clearly it is not the Pen-
ang PR state government but UMNO leaders such as
Dato Musa and Dato Omar who are selling out Malay
land.

Nayjib should salvage UMNQO'’s credibility by directing
both of these UMNO leaders to return the RMS million
profit back to the 31 Malay landowners. If both of them
are genuine land brokers, they are entitled to the prevail-
ing market commission rate of 2% or only RM 270,000
and not RM 5 million which works out to an astronomi-
cal 57% commission rate!

- LIM GUAN ENG -

Penang looks forward to closer cooperation with Cuepacs

By Danny Ooi

CUEPACS president Datuk Omar Osman paid a cour-
tesy call on Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng on
July 23 at his office at KOMTAR.

After a misunderstanding over not being able to meet
each other, they met, cordially shook hands and posed
for pictures.

Omar, had previously expressed his disappointment
with CM Lim over allegedly giving
the civil workers’ union the cold
shoulder. He said the issue was the
result of an oversight by the state
Cuepacs branch.

“Penang Cuepacs had sent a letter
to the previous State Secretary (Datuk
Seri Zainal Rahim Seman) and asked
for aid on Feb 16 last year but failed to
get areply.

“This led to some confusion on our
part and it has come to our attention

that Penang Cuepacs did not send any CM Lim (fourth from right) greetmg Cuepacs president, Datuk Omar Osman (sixth

“In the end, Cuepacs headquarters wrote a letter to
CM Lim for a meeting and he replied within a week,”
said Omar, who apologised over the misunderstand-
ing. He led seven Penang Cuepacs committee mem-
bers to the meeting which lasted over an hour in CM
Lim’s office in KOMTAR.

Omar said based on the meeting, he concluded that
Penang was giving many incentives to public servants
in the state.

letter to CM Lim asklng fora meetlng from right) during their meeting at KOMTAR.

“If we compare with other states, we do see that
Penang has several extra incentives and I think Civil
Servants here should be thankful for them.

“We hope other states can follow suit as it will help
workers to cope with the rising cost of living,” Omar
said.

CM Lim cited the RM1,300 year-end bonus re-
ceived by Penang Civil Servants last year and a
RM1,100 minimum wage for labourers in the state as
examples of incentives given by the
state.

In June, Omar had been reported
as claiming that CM Lim was too
busy to meet with Cuepacs leaders.
* CM Lim replied that Cuepacs

never communicated their request to
his office.

Briefing the Media after the cour-
tesy call, Lim said he hoped the issue
would now be closed and looked
forward to closer co-operation with
the union.



“Stop being secretive about
Penang Port privatisation”

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng issued a press
statement on 29 July, 2012 urging Seaport Termi-
nal (Johor) Sdn Bhd to stop being secretive. Below
is CM Lim’s press statement in full text :

Will Seaport Terminal (Johor) Sdn Bhd or Seaport
stop being secretive but make public the terms of the
privatisation of Penang Port to reassure the public how
this privatisation benefits the future interest of Penang
and that this is not another piratisation of a public good
for private profit by a BN crony? Communications in-
frastructure such as ports, airports and public transpor-
tation are public goods similar to water services, elec-
tricity supply, health and education.

Such public goods must have strong government
oversight to ensure that public interest is given pri-
ority over private profits. Failure to do so would see
the private companies earning exorbitant profits at
the expense of an efficient, reliable and affordable
service given to the public.

Without strong government oversight of such
public goods, privatisation invariably leads to pira-
tisation where only the profits are privatisated and
any losses incurred socialised to be borne by the
public. There is grave concern that the privatisation
of the Penang Port without consultation with the state
government, local stakeholders and the people of
Penang generally is another piratisation exercise.

Worse there are doubts whether the tender was
open and competitive as only those invited by the
Federal government to bid were entertained. Even
the Penang state government’s proposed bid was not
even entertained despite many letters sent to the
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak. Until
now no details have emerged from the award of
Penang Port to Seaport, whose terms for the takeover
remains shrouded in secrecy and even mystery.

Seaport’s recent public declaration that they do
not intend to relegate Penang Port to a feeder port
nor have plans to transfer Penang Port’s cranes to
Pelabuhan Tanjung Pelepas (PTP) in Johor as alleged
will not allay concerns without any full disclosure
of facts and figures of their future plans and amounts
to be invested to develop Penang Port. Further Tan
Sri Syed Mokhtar Al-Bukhary who owns Seaport
and operates two ports in Johor - the Port of Tanjung
Pelepas (PTP) and Pasir Gudang port, has not re-
sponded to criticisms that the takeover of Penang
Port is creating a monopoly that is against the Anti-
Competition Act 2010 and an anti-trust violation.

Seaport’s assurances contradict MCA President
and Penang Port Commission Chairman Datuk Seri
Dr Chua Soi Lek’s previous public assertions that
Penang Port has to accept the reality of being rele-
gated to a feeder port. He even said that Penang Port
earned only RM 180,000 in profit last year with huge
debts of RM 1.3 billion as compared to Seaport Ter-
minal’s Johor Port which made RM185 million.

What assurances will the public have that Seaport
will not relegate Penang Port to a feeder port given
that Port of Tanjung Pelepas and Pasir Gudang are
performing so much better than Penang Port? Tan-

P,

File photo of the roundtable discussion between Penang State Government and key industry players in
the shipping, logistics and other industries held at Komtar on 9 July 2012.

jung Pelepas Port which started operations in 1999
handles more than six million TEUs a year, five times
more than Penang Port! Penang also saw cargo vol-
umes growing only 5.8 per cent a year between 1995
and 2009 compared with Port Klang which grew 14.2
per cent annually.

Failure to deepen the navigation channel will
torpedo any effort to revive Penang Port to its former
status of being a regional, commercial port. For that

reason the refusal by either the Federal government
or Seaport to state when the RM353 million project
to dredge the navigation channel near the Penang
Port will be implemented or whether only a smaller
token sum be spent for dredging purposes will cer-
tainly deepen suspicion that Penang Port will indeed
be reduced to a mere feeder port.

- Lim Guan Eng -

Hardcore poor in Penang to
benefit from caring government

By Danny Ooi

CM Lim Guan Eng said households in Penang which
earn less than RM600 a month will have the amount
topped up to RM600 by the State Government.

He said the State has raised the hardcore pov-
erty line from RM500 to RM600.

CM Lim said the State Government would top
up the income of hard-core poor households to
RM600 per month under its Partners Against
Poverty (PAP) programme.

“For example, if a family earns RM300 per

month , the State Government will top it up with
RM300 monthly,” he told a Media conference on
July 24 at KOMTAR.

The PAP programme was introduced by the
State Government in 2008 and got corporate bod-
ies and non-governmental organisations to donate
in cash or kind to a special fund to eradicate
hardcore poverty in the State.

“The 20 cents collected by retailers for each
plastic bag under the State’s ‘No Plastic Bag’
campaign is also channelled to the fund,” CM Lim
said.
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Draft Penang Transport Master Plan

Stakeholder engagement and public consultation report

public consultation and public workshop of the Penang Transport

Master plan was held in April and May 2012 engaging all the
stakeholders. All information regarding the transport master plan were given
to the public. Detail explanation regarding all schemes and plans for future
transport of Penang were available for those interested in transport issues.

The purpose of this report is to highlight a public engagement and public
consultation activities that have been part of the process in developing the

Public Consultation

In April this year the State Government undertook
Public Consultation to obtain the public's views on the
way that the future transport systems within the State
should be developed

This was done through the holding of Public Displays
at six venues over a two week period commencing on
Monday 16th April and finishing on Saturday 28 April
2012.

Penang Transport Master-plan. One to one meeting and public display
formed part of this consultation process. The feedback and the suggestion
from public were also taken into account to enhance this transport master
plan for a better transport system in Penang. This report will show results
of the public consultation and public workshop and reveal what Penangites
want for their future transport. These results will give a mandate and guide
the consultant to come up with a holistic and implementable transport master-
plan for Penang.

Public Display Material

The Public Display material set out

* An explanation of the purpose of the Public
Display

* Details of today's transport related problems
and Issues

* Details of current and future travel demand and
prevailing travel conditions

» Details of a Short to Medium Term Core
Transport Master Plan Strategy

* Details of two Longer Term Strategy alternatives

Public Display - Attendance

Over the two week public display period
around 1,000 visitors attended the exhibition
sites and just under 800 questionnaires were
completed and returned.

Details of the overall number of attendees, by
location, home address, age, income group,
vehicle ownership and travel choice is
provided in the following tables

Public Display - Attendance by Public Display Location

Public Display Location oot Q':::Ji,?‘ggaims
Komtar (10 Days) 365

MPSP (10 days) 211

Farlim (1 day) i

Gurney Mall (1day) 46

Jusco Perda Mall (1 day) 14

Sunway (1day) 53

Other Returns (from Website) 27

Total 793

Public Display - Attendance by Home Address

Area of % of Arga of % of
Penang Island Penang Mainland
Alr Hitam 81% Bukit Mertajam 7.1%
Balik Pulau 1.3% Butterworth B.1%
Batu Ferinpgl 1.0% Kapala Batas 0%
Batu Lancang 0.8% Nibong Tebal 1.1%
Bayan Baru 1% Paral 14%
Bayan Lepas 4.5% Perda 1.1%
Farlim 4.4% Permatang Pauh 1.3%
Gelugor 4.3% Seberang Jaya 2%
George Town 10.6% Seberang Peral 1.5%
Green Lane 1.0% Peral Utara 0.9%
Gurney Drive 1.0% Simpang Ampat 1.3%
Jelutong 2.9% Other - Mainland 5%
Paya Terubong 2.0% Total - Panang Mainland BI%
Pulau Tikus 11% Others
Relau 0.6% Other - Out of State 0.8%
Sungal Dua 1.5% Unknown 3%
Sungai Nibong 1.4%
:""B-" ":"'ﬂ foa% Penang Island 62%
‘anjung Bungah 3.9%
Tanjung Tokong 2.6% Mainland 34%
Othar - Island 4.4% Out of State 1%
Tatal - Penang Island 61.9% Unilorown 3%

Public Display - Attendance by Age and Gender Group

Age Group Gender

Public Display
Location

0-18 18-40 41-60 Over60 Male Female
Komtar 0.3% 384% 501% 112% 605% 39.5%
MPSP 38% 61.1% 30.3% 47% 714% 286%
Farlim 1.3% 48.1% 36.4% 14.3% 61.0% 39.0%
Gurney Mall 0.0% 69.6% 17.4% 13.0% 71.7% 28.3%
Jusco Perda Mall 0.0% 57.1% 214% 21.4% 786% 21.4%
Sunway 0.0% 56.6% 30.2% 132% 857% 14.3%
Other Returns 0.0% 741% 185% 7.4% 667% 33.3%
Average 1.3% 49.9% 387% 10.1% 65.7% 34.3%
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Public Display — Attendance by Monthly Income Group Public Display - Attendance by Vehicle Ownership Group Public Display - Attendance By Travel Mode to Exhibition Site

Vehicle Ownership Group
g y hold I (RM) Public Display Primary Mode of Travel Used to Access Public Display
Public Display Location Car MG Cycle Public Dis
Location o | SN we Owner Owner  Owmer ik play
>2K 2K-5K S5K-10K Over 10K None 0‘; 2’; & TN Dl:\':!' b m‘; whip  ship  -ship Location Motor
Gyl cycle Crehe Walk Bus  Cycle cycle Car Taxi
Komtar 26.1% 50.8% 15.7% 7.4% Komtar 27% 17.6% 55% 297% 442%  0.3%
"PSF n.o% ‘e’n% 1&7% "‘% Komtar TI%  400% TLIN 41%  1541% 118N 00N 16N TION TR T ﬂPﬁP n.ﬂ% 1.4% 1“% sn‘n% 86.2% 0,5%
MPSP OEN BN 05K 33K 105% 1SN 0N 10% TR B05% 14BN Farlim 2.7% 4.1% 2.7% 432%  47.3% 0.0%
e b gtk e L Fariim 26% Ga% I IOR 1% BIN 00K 26%  ESS% ATA%  164% GurneyMall  22%  23.9%  0.0% 21.7% 522%  0.0%
Gurney Mall 30.4% 28.3% 23.9% 17.4% Gurney Mall e e e I [ Ao [ Nt Mo [y e ‘hll.:ro Perda 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 28.6% 64.3% T1%
Jusco Perda Mall 74% 50.0% 14.3% 28.6% JuscoPerdaMall  67% S13% 313 00% 0% 67% 00% 00% BT 400N 00% Sunway 0.0%  0.0%  19% 11.3% 849%  19%
Sunway 22.6% 39.6% 24.5% 13.2% Sunway 00%  BAZ% 132% 00%  AB%  1T0% 00%  19%  BLI% 0% 5T Other Returns = - - - = .
Average 1.8% 10.6% 3.4% 20.3% 54.3% 0.5%
Other Returns 15.4% 34.6% 38.5% 11.5% Other Returns. 0% SI% 5% TR MA%  TA%  00% 0O0%  928%  WO%  145%
Average 27.4% 46.4% 18.1% 8.1% Avorage ORI | [SUR] ) SETN) (] [DNT] [0 A7) 06 TN

Public Display — Results of Consultation, Core Strategy Public Display — Results of Consultation, Longer Term Vision [l Public Display — Results of Consultation, Longer Term Vision

= raing <y brickoy
Contrals |
== o e "Do you agree that the
boge S SEe o e eCTeslatal *Do you agree that Longer Term Transport
= Biaadniid Vision should
e ran S Waraey of the measures the Longer Term ion s| adopt a more
-l e seewcnma  included within the Transport Vision balanced approach, based
L atib we  Core Package should should be based around building some new
T oo memie'  be adopted and primarily around roads, improving public
f _ Mot spet implemented building new roads?" transport and ultimately
On s Ienpravarini between now and charging vehicles to enter
e weasan  20207" george r:hw? and
= lithePwrarih?®
Agree 86.3 percent Agree 34,2 percent Agree 82,1 percent
Disagree 5.8 percent The Core Transport Disagree  S7.0percent 4o o Longer Term Vision Disagree  11.1percent  rpe | onger Term Vision
Undecided 7.9 percent Master Plan Strategy Undecided 8.8 percent - Only Building Highways Undecided ~ 6.8percent  .The Balanced Approach

Public Display — Results of Consultation Public Display — Results of Consultation Public Display — Results of Consultation

Understanding the Results in More Detail Examining the Detailad Comments

Examining the Detailed Comments In terms of the Core Strategy proposals particular emphasis should
In terms of combined views on the choice for the Longer Term: . . P _— el ok be placed on addressing:
: pecific comments in respect of issues that were considered no
9.0% pported impl ting a 'High Only' based Vision | .
pmfa::nm oa -Br:r,:::: A:?,,amc# :;:fn by kel to be fully addressed in the consultation:

21.5% supported implementing both the *Highways Only' based

of local

congestion hot-spot i hrough the introducti

g Y P

illegal parking and hawker activity through the introduction of

Vision . the creation of a cycling k should be included as part .
and the 'Balanced Approach’ Vision of the Core Strategy much better on-street enforcement;
54.0% supported implementing the 'Balanced Approach’ based * the and impr of ycle lanes should ba issues related to public transport frequency, reliability,
Vision an integral part of any highway proposals Information provision and bus driver training; and
in preference to the 'Highways Only' Based Vision .

the needs of all members of society need to be taken into
account, particularly in terms of public transport provision,
with particular emphasis being placed on catering for the

the poor pedestrian regime by introducing measures that make

The remaining 15.5% had mixed views with: it much easier for pedestrians to walk around

3.5% PP g highway but being undecided in respect disabled and those on low incomes The comments also reflect frustration that many of these issues
have not already been addressed and a degree of cynicism as to
the balanced approach whether things will really change
6.5% pporting the balanced approach, but being undecided in
respect

of highway building

Public Display — Results of Consultation Public Display — Results of Consultation Public Display — Results of Consultation

Examining the Detailed Comments

There were two particular areas of concern in respect of the
Balanced Approach Strategy. These related to:

* the choice of a Bus Rapid Transit / Tram based public transport
system in preference to a Monorail / LRT / MRT based system;
and

* the need for Access based Road User Charges to be included
within this particular strategy alternative

Examining each of this issues further shows that:

Examining the Detailed Comments

The choice of Public Transport System

+  7.5% of all respondents exp d the view that they would
prefer a Monorail / LRT / MRT based public transport system in
preference to a BRT / Tram based system;

* This compares with a total of 82% of respondents who
supported the imp t of public tr rt through
selecting the Balanced Approach Vision

Although perhaps a minority view, it does emphasise the
importance of providing a high quality public transport alternative,
particularly if private vehicle users are to be encouraged to use it

Examining the Detailed Comments
The need for Access Based Road User Charges:

* Only 2% of all respondents provided comments expressing a
definite view that Access Based Road User Charges should not
be implemented - A third of these were opposed to the Balanced
Approach Vision in any event

* Also, by comparison, only some 1% of all respondents provided
comments expressing positive support for Access Based Road
Charges

* Nonetheless, a greater number of respondent did comment that
such Access Based Road User Charges should not be
implemented until the public transport system has been
improved

This last finding reiterates the importance of introducing such
measures as part of a package, probably towards the end of the
Strategy implementation period
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH

YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

PENANTI

YB Dato' Mansor Othman T) 04 - 522 1463
mansor@penang.gov.my 04 - 522 1463
PERAI

YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy a/I T) 04 - 650 5134
Palanisamy 04-2618715
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

PADANG KOTA

YB Chow Kon Yeow ET 04 -2260218
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my 04-2288514
BATU MAUNG

YB Dato’ Abdul Malik Abul Kassim T) 04 - 626 1968
abdmalik@penang.gov.my 04 - 626 5496
BAGAN JERMAL

YB Lim Hock Seng T) 04 - 3317175
limhockseng@penang.gov.my 04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kian
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 282 6419
04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04- 261 8745

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 588 0818
04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM .
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 828 0926
04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 530 8476

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
04 - 227 2464

PANTAI JEREJAK

‘B Sim Tze Tzin -

YB Sim Tze Tzi T) 019 - 443 2088
simtzetzin@penang.gov.my 04 - 641 3088
MACHANG BUBOK

YB Dato’ Tan Hock Leong T) 04 - 552 1366
hltan@penang.gov.my 04 - 552 1366

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu _ T) 017 - 472 9990
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com 04-2288514
JAWI
YB Tan Beng Huat T)04 - 598 1877
tanbenghuat2000@yahoo.com 04 -598 1877
$Er‘ll<GKAIEAN KOTA (T)04 - 250 1521
eng Ee -
dopoe%qkolonkofo@qmoi/.com (F)04 - 2501523
BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanaseharan a/l Autheraphy T) 04 - 538 1162
atana@first.net.my 04-537 1163
KEBUN BUNGA
YB Ong Khan Lee T) 04 - 818 2008
jason_okl@yahoo.com 04 - 818 2008

SUNGAI BAKAP.
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

ET; 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR =
YB Ng Wei Aik o
ngweiak@penang.gov.my; nweiak@

gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 0215
04 -227 8215

PADANG LALANG
YB Tan Cheong Heng
michael@dappenang.com.my

T) 04 - 502 5071
04-508 9711

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

T) 04 - 229 2105
04 - 226 2550

PULAU TIKUS .
YB Koay Tenngcu )
koaytenghar@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 226 3227
F) 04 - 226 3227

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Dato’ Hj. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
04 - 508 3677

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Koid Teng Guan

fgkoid@gmail.com

iT 010 - 464 3308
04 - 282 8322

BATU UBAN )
YB Raveentharan a/I Subramaniam
raveenkeadilan@gmail.com

Ep) 04 - 659 6007
04 - 658 6007
04 -2628188

SERI DELIMA . s
YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer o/l Rojaji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com 04 - 659 5611
DAP PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com 04 -227 1397
04 - 226 6482
(F) 04 -228 8514

buletin

ALACAEC

AT O
NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

PENAGA PENAGA

YB Dato’ Haiji Azhar lbrahim T) 04-3103100 H; Rosidi Bin Hussain T) 04 - 575 6577
F) 04 - 323 8017 o] bertoml@}{ohoo.com F) 04 - 575 8578
BERTAM .
YB Hajah Zabariah Wahalb (T) 04 - 575 8670 BERTAM =
Asrol Sani Bin Abdul Razak (T) 013 - 580 6981

asrolsani2006@gmail.com

PINANG TUNGGAL
Muhasdey Muhamad
hadiputra/8@yahoo.com

PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Haji Roslan Saidin

PERMATANG BERANGAN

(T) 019-437 2887

YB Haiji Shabudin Yahya *H 81 —_557763 ftésgg PERMATANG BERANGAN

Arshad Bin Md Salleh (T) 019 - 5102633
SUNGAI DUA arshad.salleh@yahoo.com
YB Dato’ Haji Jasmin Mohamed (T) 04 - 575 7454 SUNGAI DUA

Zahadi Mohd (T) 019 - 507 3828
Te Bator Hin akara Harmid 194-381 3% zghadis5@yahoo.com
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 TELOK AIR TAWAR

Salehin Mohamed (T) 017- 427 1581
SEBERANG JAYA . (T) 04-3980185 pid_403@ymail.com
YBf%OtL'%khArflf Shon Haii Omar Shah SEBERANG JAYA (T) 04-3905109
arif@arifshah.com -

Abdul Jalil Che Ros 3-489 3227
SUNGAI ACHEH abjteguh@gmail.com (F) 04 -538 1460

YB Dato’ Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100
@ - SUNGAI ACHEH

datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my $ 04 - 593 9529 Ej MOI’(\jd KgmiIASin Abu Bakar [T 8L2 _53537%7@

BAYAN LEPAS jwanday@yahoo.com -

YB Syed Amermruddin Dato’ Syed BAYAN LEPAS

Ahmad Asnah Binti Hashim (T) 019 - 472 6956
asnah 45@sfreamyx.com 04 - 6588152

PULAU BETONG : PULAU BETONG

YB Sr. Haji Muhamad Farid Saad w %th 1-Iumc'h Ein Ismail [B 0(])2 - gég gg?g
uahismail@yahoo.com -

TELUK BAHANG

YB Datto’ Seri Dr. Haji Hilmi Hj Yahya T 04-8661760 || il Sabrdomid () 016-400 6462

F) 04-8661821 halilsabri.hamid@gmail.com

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS & AMBULANS 999 JPJ 04-658 1122
BOMBA 994 04-398 8809
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991 PUSAT INFO PELANCONG 04-261 4461
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
INFORMASI PENERANGAN 04-643 0373 PERSATUAN PERUNDUNGAN  04-829 4046
WCC (Women’'s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-397 1058 CAP 04-829 9511
EPF 04-226 1000 JABATAN BURUH 04-262 5536
SOCSO 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN

N1 Penaga : 019 - 470 4800 - Rosidi N22 Tanjong :012 - 513 6761 - Fernie
Hussain Bungah
N2 Bertam : 012 - 348 5275 - Ab. Halim N23 Air Putih :04 - 8290614 - Chiam Heng
Hamid Hock
N3 Pinang : 019 - 437 2887 - Muhasdey N24 Kebun :04 - 829 3691 - Nancy Lim
Tunggal Bunga
N4 Pematang :019 - 510 2633 - Arshad N25 Pulau Tikus :012 - 488 3227 - Joe
Berangan Md. Salleh N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
N5 Sungai Dua :019 - 507 3828 - Zahadi Mohd Chee
Né Telok Air : 017 - 427 1581 - Salehin N27 Pengkalan :012 - 437 1522 - Wang Lai Kin
Tawar Mohamed Kota
N7 SungaiPuyu : 012 - 528 8411 - Ng Ya lLing N28 KOMTAR :012 - 412 6284 - Adreena
N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon N29 Datok :012 - 410 6566 - A.T.Ong
Jermal Keong Keramat
N9 BaganDalam: 016 - 473 1963 - Gesan N30 Sungai : 010 - 464 3308 - Anna
N10 Seberang :013 - 489 3227 - Abdul Jalil Pinang
Jaya Che Ros N31 Batu :012 - 411 2152 - Ooi Geoik
N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal Lancan Hooi
Pasir N32 Seri Delima :012 - 486 2552 - Mr. Lingam
N12 Penanti 04 - 522 1463 - Suhaimi Bin N33 Air ltam :012 - 493 3648 - Teh Choong
Mansor Kong
N13 Berapit : 019 - 481 7823 - Ong Kee N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
Seong Terubong Lee
N14 Machang :019 - 546 3257 - Rynu N35 Batu Uban :012 - 409 7507 - A.Francis
Bubuk Xavier
N15 Padang : 04 - 502 5071 - Ooi Zhen 010 - 5622004 - M. Sri
Lalang Chee Jaimuralydasan
N16 Perai :012 - 339 3479 - Pn. N3é Pantai :019 - 443 2088 - Victor
Rajaletchumi Jerejak

N17 Bukit Tengah: 016 - 469 5343 - Amizuddin

N37 Batu Maung : 013 - 510 19468 - Latifah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok Eong

N38 Bayan Lepas: 019 - 472 6956 - Asnah Bt

N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim Hashim
Yunus N39 Pulau :019 - 570 9500 - Hj Md Tuah
N20 Sungai : 012 - 415 2905 - Munir Bin Betong Ismail
Bakap Makhtar N40 Telok : 016 - 400 6462 - Halil Sabri
N21 Sungai : 012 - 473 5774 - Hj M. Kamil Bahang
Acheh A.Bakar
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Kalendar Pelancongan

Nama Telefon Nama Telefon Pulau Pinang Ogos 2012
En. Sim Chee Keong (DAP) 012-590 75 07 Zulkifli bin Mohd. Noor (DAP) | 012 - 483 0878 o -
stevensim@mpsp.gov.my Harvindar a/I Darshan Singh | 012 - 42822 50 c_,, '
En. Teoh Seang Hooi (DAP) | 019-412 99 96 (DAP) il o JC;’I_"G' 'gghb Og’gfz :
shteow@mpsp.gov.my 04-594 1231 Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392 Kg)T/\C"[ARan ericlels
, Lim Siew Khim (DAP) 016 - 531 6026
En. Soon Lip Chee (DAP) 012-4290 163
/csoon@mpsplqo\/_my |(_|m C)heng Hoe 016 - 438 4809
DAP
En. Visvanathan a/l Kumaran | 012-477 6468 N B
(DAP) 04-398 3242 (Tel) Tan Hun Wooi (DAP) 012 - 488 0409 19hb - 20hb Ogos
visvanathan@mpsp.gov.my | 04-502 1667 (Fax) I(En. O)ﬂg Ah Teong 012- 410 6566 Hari Raya Aidilfitri
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1 320 affordable housing units
at Jalan S.P. Chelliah

Story by Danny Ooi

CM Lim Guan Eng on July 31 dismissed
Penang BN Chief Teng Chang Yeow’s
claim that some Penang State EXCOs
have personal interest in the proposed
30-storey private medical specialist cen-
tre project to be built at Jalan Zainal
Abidin area.

“ It is totally unprofessional and irre-
sponsible of Teng to question the integ-
rity of the EXCOs in this case. Show us
proof,” he said at a Media conference at
KOMTAR.

Elaborating further on the public
housing issue in Jalan Zainal Abidin
area, CM Lim said the previous State
Government had not made any provi-
sion for public housing to be built at
the 0.4ha land in the nearby Taman

Manggis.

CM Lim refuted as “totally untrue” a
statement by Teng Chang Yeow that the
original plans under Barisan’s adminis-

tration were for a community housing
project on the prime land at the junction
of Jalan Zainal Abidin - Lorong Selamat
- Jalan Burma.

CM Lim (fourth from right) and other EXCOs standing beside the poster
showing the proposed housing project in Jalan S.P. Chelliah.

It was reported that Teng had said that
it was unbecoming of the current State
Government to scrap the original plans
in favour of the medical specialist centre
project at the site.

“The land was not reserved for public
housing. Despite that, we had been look-
ing at whether it could be used for afford-
able homes,” CM Lim said.

“ We then decided that it was too small
and not feasible for public housing and
identified an 11-acre alternative site in
Jalan S.P. Chelliah to build affordable
homes instead,” he said.

In the latest development, the State
Government announced that about 1,320
units of LMC and medium-cost flats will
be built on a 2.91ha plot in Jalan S.P.
Chelliah under the State’s Affordable
Housing Project.

The truth about Jalan Zainal Abidin

THE small piece of 04 hectare land at Jalan Zainal
Abidin-Jalan Burmah which is also known as Taman
Manggis has received a lot of publicity. The opposition
party, Gerakan has made claims after claims. Penang
State EXCO For Health, Welfare And Environment Phee
Boon Poh called a press conference on 27 July, 2012
and hit out at Gerakan for the multiple lies spun by them.
Below is the full text of Phee’s press statement :

Press Statement By Penang State EXCO For Health,
Welfare And Environment, Phee Boon Poh In Komtar,
George Town On 27.7.2012.

Apart From The 5 Exposed Lies, Teng Chang Yeow
Is Desperate To Win Back Penang For UMNO By Spin-
ning More Lies On The Jalan Zainal Abidin Land And
Health Ministry’s Refusal To Grant Licence For A
Multi-Discipline Fully Fledged Private Hospital.

Apart from the 5 exposed lies, Penang BN Chairman
Teng Chang Yeow is desperate to win back Penang for
UMNO by spinning more lies on the Jalan Zainal Abidin
0.4 hectare land and the Health Ministry’s refusal to grant
a licence for a multi-discipline fully fledged private
hospital. I have exposed S previous lies by Teng:-

1) No private hospital licence, as claimed by Teng,
has been issued by the Health Ministry to date. There is
only a “no-objection letter” from the Health Ministry
dated 12.7.2012 that was received on 20.7.2012. A “no-
objection” letter is not a licence but not objecting to the
application of a licence for a private niche hospital, which
must be made within 6 months. Teng can not deny that
the Health Ministry had even rejected the application for
aniche private hospital twice on2.5.2012 and 22.10.2010.

2)Majlis Perbandaran Pulau Pinang (MPPP) and the
state government had never approved a 30-storey build-
ing on the site as claimed by Teng.

Teng tries to spin the “application” by the developer
for a 30-storey building as “approval” when it was re-
jected by MPPP, deliberately confusing “application”
with “approval”.

3)Teng claims that the 0.4 hectare site was reserved
for public housing by the previous BN government, when
neither Teng nor the previous state government had ever
made a public statement before 2008 that it will be de-
veloped for public housing. Teng is coming out with all
sorts of documents dated before 2008 that PR state
government is not aware of, as our offices were com-
pletely empty when Pakatan Rakyat took over in 2008.
As the 0.4 hectare site is too small, the PR state govern-
ment has allocated 4.2 hectare in Jalan S.P Chelliah for
affordable housing. Clearly 4.2 hectares is better than the
0.4 hectare;

4) Teng claims that if BN had not “exposed” the mat-
ter, the public would not have known of the PR state
government’s intention to develop the Jalan Zainal
Abidin site into a private hospital. Penang Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng had made public announcements and
statements to the press 3 years ago in the middle of 2009
of the state government’s intention to build a heritage
private hospital in the city centre. Teng could have eas-
ily searched the news on the net but yet he chose to lie
that he and the public had no knowledge of the intention
to build a private hospital there; and

5) Teng questioned the open tender exercise in the
sale of the land when this tender was not only publicised
In press announcements but also advertised in newspa-
pers. The state government awarded the tender to the
highest bidder.

Today Teng in trying to run away from his false claims
that a private hospital licence has been approved for the
Jalan Zainal Abidin land, is trying to divert attention to
why the state government has to refund more than RM 10

millionifapri- |
vate hospital
licence can not
be obtained. |§
Teng has again |
lied that the PR
state govern-
ment gave a
guarantee to
the winning | "
bidder that ap-
proval will be
obtained to operate a private hospital from the Health
Ministry.

The PR state government had never given such a
guarantee. The PR state government had made it very
clear that the land sold can only be developed into a
hospital and not for any other commercial project.

As part of PR’s efforts to ensure Penang remains top
in medical tourism, the Penang state government did not
envisage the difficulty and refusal by the Health Minis-
try to grant a private hospital licence even though there
is a shortage of hospital beds in private hospitals.

If the private hospital licence is not approved, it is
only fair that the land be returned to the state government
with monies paid refunded. It is ridiculous and confusing
for Teng now to criticise us for taking back the land when
Teng had criticised us previously for selling the land.

If Teng is not so desperate to help UMNO win back
Penang, he should instead pressure the Health Ministry
to grant the private hospital a licence. Instead he is more
interested in playing politics and helping UMNO than
ensuring that Penang remains No. 1 in medical tourism
in Malaysia.

- PHEE BOON POH -



Councillor believes women
make good politicians

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

LIM Siew Khim, 42 was sworn in as the Penang Mu-
nicipal Councillor twice although she was in an ad-
vanced stage of pregnancy. This mother of five children
has been a four-term Councillor.

The fact that she has continued for four years as a
Councillor since Pakatan Rakyat took over the admin-
istration in Penang shows how capable this DAP politi-
cian is. Local media is familiar with Lim as the super-
woman who managed to juggle her pregnancies, her role
as the Councillor and her involvement in organising
DAP events.

Lim works as an Administrator in DAP HQ Penang
but she manages to attend to all her Councillor meetings.
She is in the Public Health and OSC committees. Part
of the duties includes being in the task force during
enforcement on dirty eatery outlets, unlicensed traders
and demolition of illegal extensions and buildings.

Local Penangites may remember an incident when
an angry trader at a Pasar Ramadhan threw a shoe at
Lim. Buletin Mutiara asked how she felt about the in-
cident and she said, “That incident happened in 2009
when we tried to coax the stall holders to carry out
trading properly. Though it was initially quite a shock
to me, I just accepted it as part of my job.”

Lim added, “Do you know that today the same
trader is doing her business at the better organised Pasar
Ramadhan at Jalan Phee Choon? The traders happier
because MPPP and the Penang State Government have

MPPP dialogue
with hawkers

Story by Danny Ooi

To further understand the woes of hawkers in
Penang, the Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) held a dialogue session with the hawker
associations in the State.

The two-hour question and answer session, held
at the Council’s office in Jalan Padang Kota Lama,
was participated by some 100 hawkers, the Local
Government and Traffic Management EXCO, Chow
Kon Yeow, MPPP Councillors Gooi Seong Kin and
Ng Chek Siang.

Representatives from the markets, foodcourts and
roadside stalls raised questions concerning cleanliness,
toilets, infrastructure, maintenance and parking.

One representative complained about broken
toilets at Bandar Baru, Air Itam Market.

Another representative complained about broken
toilet locks and a blocked parking space for the
disabled at Lebuh Cecil Market.

MPPP was urged to build toilets at Bandar Baru
Air [tam Market.

A trader, who only wanted to be identified as

put in much effort to ensure that they get a more or-
derly and comfortable business location. This shows
that Pakatan Rakyat cares and is sincere. We do not
habour ill-feelings but we want the best for the people.”

When asked how she manages to take care of her five
children aged 18, 12, 4, 2 and 6 months, Lim shared,
“As a wife and mom, when I am off duty I spend all my
time with them. I go marketing with my mum and chil-
dren. Eating out with them on weekends. The first thing
I do when I get home from work is to hug and kiss my
younger children. For the older children, I allocate time
to chat and catch-up with them.”

Lim has played an important role in proposing and
pushing for major upgrading of markets in Penang and
she is happy to receive a lot of good response. She be-
lieves there need to be more public awareness on clean-
liness at hawker centres.

The hardest challenge she finds is how to turn Penang
into an international city. However, she is positive that
if everyone works together the vision can be realised.

When asked if she has any advice for women who want
to be in politics, she said, “Women play a very important
role in politics. Certain traits women possess make them
much better politicians. They are more sensitive, loving,
gentle and these will greatly influence the society. How-
ever, time management is very important for us who hold
several roles like wife and mother. We need the right
personality, attitude and have to remain humble.”

“Caring for our family and our state requires the same
characteristics,” Lim concluded.

Tong, took the MPPP to task over the presence of
illegal traders at the Rifle Range market.

Tong added that the market now has a lot of il-
legal traders.

“Our business has dropped because of them.

When the issue is still small, solve it.”

The enforcement is not ‘rigid enough!” stressed
Tong, who was cheered by other participants during

File photo taken in January 2012 when Lim was
sworn in as a Councillor.

the dialogue between MPPP officers and the traders
in the annual event.

He suggested to authorities to let these illegal
traders to apply for some of the empty lots in the
market to run their businesses.

Chow and MPPP Councillors gave immediate
replies to the traders and promised to look into the
matters raised in the session.



EHYA RAMADHAN -
contribution to mosques

Fivi B

YB Datuk Malik addressing the cro

contribution programme.

Story by
. Albert
. Manikam

HIS Holi-
ness Pope
Benedict
XVI has
- appointed

wait! Msgr. Se-

Msgr. Sebastian bastian

Francis i
Francis

,61, Bishop of the Diocese of
Penang.He succeeds Bishop
Antony Selvanayagam, 76. Cath-
olic Clergy retire at 75.

Bishop-elect Sebastian had
been the Parish Administrator of
Immaculate Conception Church,
Pulau Tikus, Penang from 1994
to 1998. At the same time he was
a Professor at College General in
Penang.

In 2000, he was appointed the
Vicar-General for Meleka-Johor
Diocese under Bishop Emeritus
James Chan and then with his
successor Bishop Paul Tan Chee

wd during the ‘Ehya Ramadan’

- Penang gets a new Bishop

Ing.

He would be the Head of the
Catholic Church in the Diocese
of Penang which covers five
states in Peninsular Malaysia.
The states are : Penang, Perlis,
Kedah, Perak and Kelantan. The
Diocese has 29 Parishes and
65,000 Catholics.

His Episcopal Ordination will
be at St. Anne’s Church, Bukit
Mertajam on 20th August, 2012,
at 5.00p.m. The Principal Con-
secrator will be the Arch-Bishop
of Kuala Lumpur, Tan Sri Datuk
Murphy Pakiam and the Co-
Consecrators will be Bishop
Emeritus Antony Selvanayagam
and Bishop Paul Tan Chee Ing.

Bishops and priests are ex-
pected from Sabah, Sarawak,
Brunei, Singapore and Thailand.
People from all over the country
will congregate at St. Anne’s
Church to witness this solemn
and auspicious event. Penang
State Government leaders have
been invited to this occasion.

Story by Danny Ooi

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng said the
various communities should understand each
other’s culture and religion for the better-
ment of the country.

He said this during the ‘Ehya Ramadhan’
contribution programme held outside Masjid
Al-Huda in Sungai Ara, Penang on July 7.

“We are very fortunate to be living in a
peaceful country which is made up of various
religions and races.

“Any difference that we might have should
never be a cause for any disunity and mistrust
towards each other.

“We should use our differences to further
strengthen our unity,” he added.

CM Lim said the State Government had
allocated a total of RM215,000 in contribu-
tion to all mosques in the State - RM5,000
was given to the State Mosque, RM2,000 to
each district mosque and RM1,000 to each
qaryah mosque.

“This is the fourth year that the Pakatan
Rakyat State Government is giving out the
‘Ehya Ramadhan’ contribution to all mosques
in Penang.”

CM Lim added that the contribution also
showed that the State Government was ef-
ficient in managing its coffers and had an
excess budget which enabled the contribu-
tion to be carried out.

The function also saw the presentation of
206 cartons of ‘buah kurma’ (dates) to every
mosque in the State by the chairman of Yusuf
Taiyoob Sdn Bhd, Datuk Yusuf Taiyoob.

Also present were Deputy Chief Minister
1, Datuk Mansor Othman, State Assembly
Speaker Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain, State
Domestic Trade, Consumer Affairs and Re-
ligious Affairs Committee Chairman, Datuk
Abdul Malik Abul Kassim, State Secretary
Datuk Farizan Darus, State Deputy Mufti
Ustaz Salahuddin Ghozali and Pantai Jerejak
assemblyman, Sim Tze Tzin.

Meanwhile, Ustaz Salahuddin Ghozali
told Buletin Mutiara that the intention of the
State Government to make donations to
mosques in the State will help brighten up
the Hari Raya atmosphere.

He added that CM Lim’s commitment in
getting involved with Islamic functions
showed that he is not ‘ Anti Islam’, as
claimed by certain quarters.

Catholic church shines with

spirit of volunteerism

Story by Chan Lilian

ST. Anne’s Church in Bukit Mertajam is a good
example how the spirit of volunteerism, unity
and cooperation can bring marvellous results.
The annual St. Anne’s Feast is on the Penang
tourism calendar and tens of thousands of
Catholics, tourists and local visitors visit the
church.

However, it had been an eyesore every year
when they leave a huge pile of rubbish strewn

Bernard Cheen, one of the ‘Green soldiers’
who volunteered to clean up St. Anne’s
Church compound posing in front of the
church.

all over the green lawns during the week long
festival. Last year, Bernard Cheen of MPSP
Watch highlighted the ugly sight on Facebook.
Parish Priest of St. Anne’s Church Father Henry
Rajoo had taken note of the situation and hence,
the ‘Go Green, Go Clean’ voluntary group was
formed with co-ordination by Don Theseira and
his wife. They also separated the recyclable
materials from the rubbish.

One hundred and fifty parishioners of St.
Anne’s Church together with 30 Filipino migrant
workers formed the clean-up team and they
worked from 27 to 29 July, 2012 to clean up the
church compound during St. Anne’s Feast.

Penang Exco Lydia Ong also supported the
nobel cause and allocated RM2,000 to them for
the expenses incurred. Bernard Cheen com-
mented, “Church is the house of God, we need
to keep it clean and tidy. Church is our sanctuary
and place to worship God, we come to seek His
blessings and not to leave all the rubbish for God.

We will carry on this meaningful project next
year and will improve it.”

The St. Anne’s Church in Bukit Mertajam will
see another major celebration on 20 August,
2012 when the Catholic Church in Northern
Malaysia gets a new Bishop.



Public consultation the way
forward for Chowrasta Market

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

A Singaporean couple in their 60s |
were fascinated that the Penang
State Government engages its
people in a public consultation for
the upgrading of the Chowrasta |
Market. They said, “It is very L«
interesting - we don’t have that =
back in Singapore.” ;
Meanwhile, a Chinese couple
in their 40s from Melbourne said,
“Itis a very interesting and crea-
tive approach for a City Council
to do something like this.”
These are some of the views *
from the tourists who witnessed
the public consultation session
that took place at the Chowrasta
Market. Penangites are still
warming up to this concept where
their views are taken seriously.

ﬁi&hﬂ? *ﬂm‘iﬂ@“

MPPP through its Building Ay, Yew briefing Exco Chow, Assemblymember Ng Wei Aik and MPPP Councillors at
Director, Ar. Yew Tun Seang in- Chowrasta Market.

formed that a survey had been
conducted and includes several public
viewing, briefing and workshops that
are open to the public to find out what
the people want for Chowrasta Market.
The findings of the survey were

displayed for a week from 30 July to
3 August, 2012. On 6 August, 2012 a
second consultation was carried out.
The proposals for the upgrading
include making Chowrasta the first

market to obtain Green Building Index
certification. A new multi-storey car
park with approximately 140 parking
bays to be incorporated into the current
building. New escalators and elevators

el

will be built for heavy usage and
also to cater for people with spe-
cial needs (OKU).

At the end of August 2012,
when the plan is finalised after
the public consultation, MPPP
will call for open tender in Sep-
tember and once finalised, up-
grading work will begin in early
2013. This is going to be the first
time Chowrasta gets a facelift
since the 1960s.

Exco Member Chow added,
“This project is not solely tearing
down concrete and putting up
new concrete. Chowrasta Market
is a testimony of a living heritage.
In view of this, the upgrading
requires delicate and sensitive
care because it involves a vibrant
morning market in the city centre.
That’s why a lot of consultation
has to be done because a lot of
people have views of how they
want the market to be upgraded.

Everybody can take owernship of
this project. As their Assemblymem-
bers, we will forward the people’s
views to MPPP.”

(-8

RM10 million for Seberang Perai markets

IN 2011, Penang Pakatan Rakyat State Gov-
ernment allocated RM10 million for the up-
grading of markets in Seberang Perai. The
upgrading work of Sri Bandar, Butterworth
market began on 1 June 2012 and will be
completed by February, 2013. The cost of the
project is RM1.89 million.

Once completed, the market will have 167
stalls. MPSP Chief, Maimunah Shariff said,
“We hope that when this market has been
upgraded, the traders here can carry out their
businesses in a more conducive environment
and the upgrading will help them to generate
better income. At the same time, people living
in the surrounding areas will enjoy better fa-
cilities at the market.”

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, Exco Mem-
bers Chow Kon Yeow and Phee Boon Poh,
Bagan Dalam Assemblymember Tanasekharan
a/l Autherapady, MPSP Chief Maimunah
Shariff, MPSP Secretary Sr. Haji Rozali Bin
Hj Mohamud, MPSP Councillors and other
leaders were at the launch of the upgrading
work on 10 July, 2012.

An artist’s impression of the market.

CADANGAN MENAIK TARAF PASAR AWAM SRI BANDAR, BUTTERWORTH SPU,
PULAU PINANG UNTUK TETUAN MAJLIS PERBANDARAN SEBERANG PERAI (MPSP)




“The constant, unchanging,
eternal See Fook”

THE above is a description left by British
City Valuer I.W. Hake from Penang Mu-
nicipal Council in 1970s for Mr. Ong See
Fook. Thirty years later in 2012, I think
Mr. Ong as we in the Chief Minister’s
Office fondly call him, remains the reliable
CM’s aide. Mr. Ong is 78 years old now
but his excellent health, wealth of experi-
ence and sharp memory remains an asset
to the State Government.

I have the honour of listening to Mr.
Ong talk about the good old days in the
Civil Service before Malaya achieved
independence. “I started working as a
Clerical Clerk after my Senior Cambridge
on 3 September, 1956 when I was 22 years
old. Back then, an Officer in the Civil
Service was highly respected. I served the
last President of Penang Municipality -
Mr. J.S H. Cunyngham-Brown.”

Mr. Ong has served four Chief Minis-
ters of Penang and one can sum up that
this soft-spoken, gentle and patient man
was at the right place at the
right time. He worked in
Penang Municipality in
1956 and came in close
contact with Tan Sri Wong
Pow Nee who was the 1st
Chief Minister of Penang
between 1966 to 1969.

Thereafter, when Tun
Dato’ Seri Dr. Lim Chong
Eu took over in 1969, Tun
Lim asked Mr. Ong to help
him as well. Back then, the
Chief Minister would spend
time at the Penang Munici-
pal Council. Tun Lim de-
pended on Mr. Ong and
eventually seconded Mr.
Ong to work as the Personal Assistant in
the Chief Minister’s Office on 1st Septem-
ber, 1970 when the CM’s Office was lo-
cated at Bangunan Syed Putra.

In his career as CM’s aide, Mr. Ong had
seen many changes and faced a lot of
challenges when the Penang State went
through several incidents like the Emer-
gency in 1969, the 1997 devaluation of
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with Chan Lilian

the currency, tsunami in 2004 and other
things that affected the State. Mr. Ong had
also in his capacity as the CM’s aide met
H.M. Queen Elizabeth II, the Queen of
England on 8 March, 1972 and other
dignitaries.

Mr. Ong had seen how local elections
were carried since 1957. When asked if
these local elections created any ‘sparks’
due to the keen competition of individuals
to be Penang Municipal Councillors
elected by the people, Mr. Ong laughed
and said, “Anything is possible in politics.
But the local election was only confined
to George Town, hence not very keenly
contested.”

Important events were captured in
photos which Mr. Ong treasures. Mr. Ong
also related how during his younger days
as the CM’s aide, he would cart around a
huge and heavy video camera and a cam-
era to capture and document events at-
tended by the Chief Ministers.

He said, “ Past or present, it is the same.
Each Chief Minister has his own style and

T

each is different but the system
of Government is the same.” Mr.
Ong does not and will not di-
vulge any information about any
Chief Minister’s style. Buletin
Mutiara is certainly honoured
that Mr. Ong has allowed a
glimpse of the past.

Penang has moved forward from a
colonialised state under the name Prince
of Wales to where we are today. Penang’s
vision is to be an international city. People
like Mr. Ong had seen the Union Jack
lowered on the eve of Mederka on 31
August, 1957. George Town got its city
status on 1 January, 1957 and Mr. Ong

recalled vividly the grand event which
took place in front of City Hall at the
Esplanade.

Mr. Ong will be the rare gem who is
now entrusted to hand down all the valu-
able experience as Chief Minister’s aide
to the current batch of CM’s aides working
with CM Lim Guan Eng.

One final question to Mr. Ong - How
do you keep yourself healthy, young and
still have black hair? Mr. Ong smiled and
said, “I was a taeckwondo exponent and
was the association’s president for 12
years. | do light exercise daily to keep
myself healthy. As for not getting grey
hair, that shall be kept a secret.”
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