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Pix by Alissala Thian

TOH Puan Goh Sin Yeng, wife of
the late Tun Lim Chong Eu passed
away on 29 May, 2012 at the age of
93. She died a day after Tun Lim’s
birthday. Tun Lim passed away a
year and half ago.

She was described as ‘a lady of
grace and dignity’ by Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng. He said, “On
behalf of the Penang state govern-
ment, we extend our deepest con-
dolence for the loss of Toh Puan.
Penangites will remember her as a
lady of grace and dignity. We mourn
her passing and her loss is felt not
only by the family but by all Pen-
angites.”

CM Lim, his wife Betty Chew,
DCM I Mansor Othman, Exco
members Phee Boon Poh, Lydia
Ong, Lim Hock Seng, Law Heng
Kiang, Abdul Malik Kassim and
Penang State Secretary Datuk Fari-
zan Darus paid their last respects at
the late Toh Puan’s house. They
also spent some time consoling Toh
Puan’s children and grandchildren.

CM Lim handed over the Penang
flag to Lim Chien Cheng, Toh
Puan’s second son. “As a token of
respect, the Penang state govern-
ment gives this flag to your family
to be placed at her coffin during the
funeral.”

On 2 June 2012, six Assembly-
members - Lim Hock Seng, Phee
Boon Poh, Teh Yee Cheu, Ng Wei
Aik, Koay Teng Hai and Koid Teng
Guan solemnly laid the Penang
state flag on Toh Puan’s coffin be-
fore the hearse left the family home.

“A lady of
and dignity”

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng handing over the Penang state flag to Toh Puan’s second son, Lim Chien Cheng
while Penang State Secretary, Datuk Farizan Darus and the Exco members look on.
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Germans to celebrate
Unification Day In Penang

ON 6 May 2012 Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng joined the German com-
munity in Malaysia to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the Malaysian-
German Society in Penang.

The German Ambassador to Ma-
laysia, His Excellency Dr Gunter
Gruber also announced that for the
first time, the German Unification Day
which falls on October 3rd will be held |
in Penang. F

CM Lim welcomed the good news |
and said this is an achievement for
Penang. “It is very appropriate be-
cause Penang is listed as more liveable
than Kuala Lumpur by ECA”, CM
Lim told the press.

H.E. Dr Gruber added, “This is a
testimony to the business community
in Penang which is very happy for all
the support its members have in
Penang. To honour the hardwork of
the business community in Penang,
we will hold the German Unification
Day here”.

v 'r;m$

From left to right - Consul-
General of Germany Dato’
Herbert Weiler, CM Lim Guan
Eng and German Ambassa-
dor to Malaysia, His Excel-
lency Dr Gunter Gruber .

CM Lim with the found-

ing member of Malaysian-
German Society Peter Hutz
and German Ambassador to
Malaysia - His Excellency Dr
Gunter Gruber.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Applications for Student Registration
Assistance to Public Institutes of Higher
Learning for 2012/2013 post SPM Diploma
/ Equivalent Academic Session

Applications for Student Registration
Assistance to public institutes of higher
learning for 2012/2013 Post SPM Diploma
/ Equivalent academic session is open from
17 May 2012 to 16 June 2012.

The applicants must submit supporting

documents as per the checklist to the rele-
vant District and Land Office within 2
weeks from the date of online submission
or by 16 June 2012.

Applicants are required to comply with
the stipulated conditions. The applications
will not be considered if conditions are not
adhered to.

Applications can be made through http://
ibita.penang.gov.my
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Fun English Camp

Story by Danny
Ooi, Pix by Law
Suun Ting

THE MPPP Com-
munity Hall in Ba-
lik Pulau was a hive
of activity when
some 70 students
participated in the
Fun English Camp
2 on May 29,2012.

The Camp or-
ganised by Pertubu-
han Wanita Mutiara
(PWM) was spe-
cially designed for
the students to en-
hance their com-
mand of English
Language.

The 3-day activ-
ity- based pro-
gramme included Reading and Writing
Skills, Vocabulary Building, Critical
Thinking Skills, Choral Speaking, Pre-
paring Props and Presentation.

It was officially opened by the Presi-
dent of Pertubuhan Wanita Mutiara,
Betty Chew.

Also present were Penang State
Speaker, Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain,
Event Manager, Tan Lean Kee and in-
structors from Penang English Language
Teachers Association (PELLTA).

Betty who is the wife of CM Lim Guan
Eng said she hoped the participants

A tutor from PELLTA explaining to students the details of the workshop.

would have fun while learning to improve
their command of English and cultivate
team - work during the 3-day programme.

“Besides Bahasa Malaysia, it is im-
portant for all students to learn English
as itis an international language and will
be very useful when they go overseas,”
she said.

Betty said as Penang is gearing itself
to be an International City, it is vital for
all Penangites to learn English, so they
can interact with tourists from foreign
countries.

Tan Lean Kee said the programme was

(From right) Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain,
YB Betty Chew and
Tan Lean Kee discuss-
ing some pointers
before the start of the
programme.

first held last year.

“I hope by this programme children
from Balik Pulau schools will benefit by
participating actively and working as a
team.”

Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain said it is
always an advantage for students to be
able to speak few other languages apart
from their mother tongue.

He said through the Fun English Camp
programmes, Pertubuhan Wanita Mutiara
hopes to raise the standard of English in
Balik Pulau to be at par with that of
George Town.

YB Betty Chew addressing the
students during the programme
launch.

“We also plan to organise monthly art
classes in the near future and are looking
for teachers to set up the classes.”

Some of the students listening to instructions during the workshop.
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Air Putih residents
happy with their YB

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng who is
also the Assemblymember of Air Putih
wears many hats which include being
the Member of Parliament for Bagan.
However, with capable, efficient and
dedicated DAP members and staff
members who serve the constituency,
the people in Air Putih are happy with
their YB.

Albeit busy with his official work
as the Chief Minister of Penang, CM
Lim found time to join the neighbour-
hood in Medan Lumba Kuda for a
game of basketball. He was there
recently with his wife, Betty Chew
Gek Cheng and his youngest son.
About 100 residents from the nearby
residential area greeted their YB and
were thrilled to see him shooting a
few balls with the youths.

The upgraded basketball court and
recreation park costing RM25,000 will
provide the youths, elderly and chil-
dren in the area with an excellent and
healthy park to exercise. The cost was
partially funded by Air Putih constitu-
ency and a corporate company under
the Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) program.

Residents around the Medan Lumba
Kuda area are especially glad that their
neighbourhood rarely experiences
flash floods which they used to have.
Prior to 2008, the area was well-known
to get flash floods that rise very high.
Due to extension of the monsoon
drains and proper drainage carried out
by Penang Pakatan Rakyat State Gov-
ernment, people can now sleep peace-
fully whenever it rains.

AT : : b R SV SRR
Assemblymember of Air Putih, CM Lim Guan Eng playing basketball with the
residents of Air Putih at the upgraded basketball court in Taman Lumba Kuda.

No more styrofoam food containers in Penang island

THE International Agency for Research on Cancer,
an extension of the World Health Organization has
evidence that Styrene is possibly carcinogenic to
humanbeings (Group 2B). This cancer causing agent
is in polystyrene or styrofoam food containers, ac-
cording to Penang Municipal (MPPP) Councillor,
Ong Ah Teong.

“In view of the risk and to protect our future gen-
erations from the danger, MPPP has imposed a ban
on the use of polystyrene food containers in Penang
island. This will be carried out in stages. We will give
some grace period for the suppliers and food opera-
tors to phase out the use of polystyrene food contain-
ers and also provide time for public awareness,” Ong
told Buletin Mutiara.

In fact, Phase One ban which was started in July
2010 was imposed on hawkers at the MPPP Com-
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plexes. Phase Two launched in early 2011 covered
a wider scope of night markets, temporary hawker
sites and other privately run food outlets.

In Phase Three, MPPP is stricter and is adopting
more effective methods. The ban now includes all
suppliers, sundry shops, hypermarkets and other
shops from selling polystyrene food containers. The
ban started on May 1st, 2012. However they are
given until August, 2012 to phase out and stop selling
and using them.

The ban now includes the use of polystyrene at all
restaurants, coffee shops, coffee houses, fast food
outlets and canteens in colleges and universities as
well.

Ong reminded that MPPP is serious in protecting
the people and the environment. MPPP will start
issuing notices from August to November, 2012 for

-

Hawker Loh Song Chin recommends people to start using the tiffin carriers to pack their food.

those who do not adhere to the ruling. The notices
will be issued under the Local Government Act 1976,
section 107 (2).

So, what can be done if the outlets and suppliers
do not follow the rule? Ong warned, “MPPP can
revoke their licences from November 2012. In Phase
One and Phase Two stages, less than 5% of the food
outlets did not adhere to the ruling. Some of them
were misled by the coloured containers, thinking that
those were the approved ones.”

Buletin Mutiara met one hawker selling Hakka
Noodles (a mixture of dry noodles and ‘yong tau foo’
soup), Loh Song Chin, 51 at Air Itam. Loh and his
wife supported the move to ban the use of polystyrene
food containers and recommended that people start
to use tiffin carriers again.

E.

Councillor Ong Ah Teong showing some of the
banned polystyrene food containers.
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MPs urge Federal Government
for better transportation system

Story by Danny Ooi

PENANG Local Government
and Traffic Management
Committee chairman Chow
Kon Yeow said the present
system where the Federal
Government resolved the
transport problems in Penang
was no longer tenable.

“ It sounds ridiculous to
the outside world that a Fed-
eral Government would de-
cide on the bus routes as well
as managing garbage collec-
tion of another town. It is a
reality that Malaysians are
grappling with daily,” he
added.

Chow said among some of the short-term arrange-
ments proposed by the Penang State Government are
the acceptance of directors in Rapid Penang Sdn Bhd
as nominated by the State Government and bus route-

Y

Master Plan.

Contented squatters happy with

Pix and story by
Danny Ooi

SOME 150 house
- owners in Kam-
pung Sungai Nibo-
ng, Penang, who
were affected by
the housing devel-
opment project
which started in
2006 are now a
happier group.

Thanks to Pantai Jerejak
ADUN YB Sim Tze Tzin and
housing developer JKP Sdn Bhd,
the house - owners are finally =
compensated with one unit of a
750 sq ft low cost apartment
each.

The compensation exercise
which started in November :
2007 encountered numerous &=
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problems and was disrupted on _
four occasions.

“Upon request of the affected house - owners, the
management of JKP Sdn Bhd has agreed to build
750 sq ft low cost apartments compared to the stand-
ard 650 sq ft ones,” YB Sim told reporters during
his visit to the housing project area.

Also present were the senior engineer of JKP Sdn

storey shop lots.

S L

Chow Kon Yeow (centre) with Jeff Ooi (right) and Liew Chin Tong showing the Transportation

planning by the state and local authorities.

“Besides that, the Federal Government should also
provide incentives for the park and ride scheme.

“It should explain on the promises made in the 10th

Bhd, Hafiz Zaki and Kampung
Sungai Nibong Village Com-
munity Chairman, Idrus Osman.

YB Sim went on to say that the affected house -
owners are now contented as they are each compen-
sated with a unit of low cost apartment. Besides this,
they are also given the option to purchase another
unit of the low cost apartment.

Pantai

YB Sim Tze Tzin (sixth from right) , Hafiz Zaki (fourth from right) and some of the
affected house-owners looking at the housing plan for Kampung Sungai Nibong.

Malaysia Plan to deliver 200
new buses to Rapid Penang and
the current status of Penang
Outer Ring Road,” he told re-
porters on May 22 at KOMTAR.

Also present were Jelutong
MP Jeff Ooi Chuan Aun and
Bukit Bendera MP Liew Chin
Tong.

Chow also urged the Federal
Government to complete the
long over due Teluk Kumbar -
Genting upgrading project
which has been going on for
more than seven years.

Bukit Bendera MP Liew Chin
Tong said the country needed an
overhaul of its transport govern-
ing structure in an attempt to
change the transportation system in Penang.

“The decentralisation of transportation governance
must be executed with necessary funding from the
Federal Government,” he added.

Jerejak YB

The affected house - owners were formerly stay-
ing in 50-year-old wooden houses.

The housing project encompasses an area of 9.3
acres of land. It involves two phases of construction
and comprises 340 units of medium cost apart-
ments, 160 units of low cost apartments, 33 units
of double- storey houses and 12 units of 3- storey
shop lots.



) (2

1tiay

[

MCCBCHST voices
concerns on religious issues

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

ON 14 May, 2012 members of the the Malaysian
Consultative Council of Buddhism, Christianity,
Hinduism, Sikhism and Taoism (MCCBCHST) Pen-
ang Branch paid a visit to the Chief Minister at his
office to voice their concerns over the various matters
that have plagued the State.

The Chairman of MCCBCHST Penang Branch,
Bishop Antony Selvanayagam said MCCBCHST
strongly objected to the demolition of the Sri Mu-
niswaran Hindu Shrine on 20 April 2012 at Prai Bulk
Cargo Terminal by Penang Port Sdn Bhd without any
demolition notice pasted at the shrine.

The demolition of the 40-year Hindu shrine had hurt
the feelings of the Hindu community. Bishop Antony
said, “It is disrespectful of the fundamental constitu-
tional rights of freedom of worship. To assuage the
feelings of the Indian community, MCCBCHST urged
Penang Port Sdn Bhd Chairman Dato’ Seri Hilmi Bin
Yahya and the Penang Port Commission Chairman
Datuk Seri Dr Chua Soi Lek to make a full and uncon-
ditional apology to the Hindu community.”

The entourage from MCCBCHST also showed
their support to CM Lim whose private residential
home was invaded by Perkasa a few days earlier.
Bishop Selvanayagam condemned the abuse of
Hindu funeral rituals carried out by Perkasa. Perka-
sa had put a wreath, similar to Hindu pratice around
CM Lim’s photo and hung it at his gate.

“It is most inappropriate and disrespectful to the
Hindu religion for Perkasa to misuse Hindu funeral
rituals, when they are not themselves Hindus. It is
repulsive to conduct this act on the Chief Minister’s
home with his family members inside,” the Chairman
for MCCBCHST Penang Branch said.

Deputy CM Il Prof. P. Ramasamy, CM Lim, Bishop Antony Selvanayagam and Exco Member Abdul Malik
Kassim.

Brief information on MCCBCHST

Established in 1983, it is dedicated to the promo-
tion of goodwill, harmony and unity amongst all
Malaysians irrespective of creed, religion, race,
culture or gender. Round-table dialogue is its princi-
pal and preferred means to resolve potential conflicts
arising from differences in a plural society. MC-
CBCHST believes that there can be Unity in Diver-
sity. Many Faiths, One Nation is their vision for
Malaysia

The aims are :

(a) To promote understanding, mutual respect and
co-operation between people of different religions.

(b) To study and resolve problems affecting all
inter-religious relationships.

(c) To make representations regarding religious
matters when necessary.

(d) To advance and promote the religious, cultural,
educational and social rights and interests of the re-
ligious bodies.

Sabahans told of Penang’s successes

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng flew to Sabah
to join Sabahans at Pesta Kaamatan in Loy-
ang, Kota Kinabalu. The dinner organised by
DAP Sabah was to celebrate the annual Harvest
Festival on 28 May 2012.

CM Lim brought with him success stories
of Penang Pakatan Rakyat State Government
and told Sabahans, “ The good governance in
Penang State has shown that a people-centric
government can make us No. 1 in terms of
investment and also the most liveable city in
Malaysia. If Penang can do it, with Sabah’s
wealth of natural and human resources, Sabah
can also be clean, green, safe and healthy. You
just need the courage to change. Change shall
set you free!” Thunderous applause from the
dinner guests shows that Sabahans are ready
for change.

In his fiery speech, CM Lim also said, “Sa-
bah is amongst the rich states in Malaysia

but also the most corrupt state as shown by
the highest poverty rate in Malaysia. The
time has come for Sabahans to be treated
with respect and be allowed to live with
dignity!”

He shared many of Penang’s policies, wel-
fare programs and examples set by the State
with the Sabahans. He added, “DAP also
proposes to provide a RM1 billion Sabah En-
dowment fund that delivers 3Es of building
human talent by providing education opportu-
nities, uplifting the economic livelihood of
native Sabahans and ending poverty. This
Endowment fund would give cash handouts to
the poor, provide equal economic opportuni-
ties, offer scholarships to the needy and install
free wifi in public places not just in towns but
also in villages. Penang has provided free wifi
in public places throughout Penang. If Penang
can do it, so can Sabah.”

CM Lim joining Sabah DAP leaders at the Harvest Festival in
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“No ‘cables’ but
the computer cable”

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng has often
made a joke that in the Pakatan Rakyat
State Government in Penang, no one has
to use the ‘cable’ in business. He is refer-
ring to the network or connections to .

keypersons or top leaders that are often
used by businessmen to secure contracts.
In the PR State Government CAT gov-
ernance of Competency, Accountability
and Transparency, open tenders are
practised. One just needs the computer
cable to log on to the State websites to
participate in the open tenders.

CM Lim has rebuked false accusa-
tions made by Barisan Nasional that
Penang PR state government is the
darling of developers at the expense of | g
the public, especially those who need
public housing.

Below is the full press statement by
CM Lim with facts and statistics and
also the announcement of 38,000 units
in affordable housing. 18,000 afforda-
ble housing are proposed by the state
government through state agency Pen-
ang Development Corporation(PDC)
and the private sector is expected to
contribute another 20,000 units in
affordable housing.

Press Statement By Penang Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng In Komtar, George
Town On 29.5.2012.

Facts have disproved BN’s claims that
the Penang PR state government is the
darling of developers at the expense of
the public, especially those who need
public housing. This can be shown by
the number of stop-work orders issued
by both Penang Municipal Council
(MPPP) and Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) over the four years
before and after 2008.

Under PR, MPPP issued 259 stop-
work orders from 2008 till 2012, which is nearly 7
times more than the 38 stop-work orders issued for the
same period between 2004-2007 under BN. MPSP
issued 11 stop-work orders from March 2008 until
2012 May whereas not a single stop-work order was
issued from 2003 till March 2008.

If given a choice, some developers would prefer the
BN government which rarely issued stop-work orders,
especially in MPSP where not a single stop-work order
was issued. The huge increase in the number of stop-
work orders issued proves that the PR Penang state
government is more stringent in upholding the rule of
law, demanding strict compliance with technical re-
quirements and more unforgiving than BN.

However, I would like to stress that the PR state
government is business-friendly. Penang welcomes all
investors and businessmen provided they comply and

An artist impression of the Batu Kawan affordable housing project.

-

obey the rules. There is no culture of corruption in
Penang, open competitive tenders are practiced and
technical know-how is preferred over technical know-
who. There is no point in trying to claim a close rela-
tionship with the EXCO or even the Chief Minister as
rules are more important than any “friendship” with
state leaders.

Further, BN’s claims that the price of property in
Penang has risen because the state government has
increased land premiums is false as the Penang Land
Office has maintained the land conversion rates at the
same percentage rates as the previous BN state govern-
ment. Property prices are determined by market
forces of supply and demand and public confidence in
the state government. No government in the world,
including China and US, can force the property market
to rise or fall in value.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng at the Ground Breaking
Ceremony in Batu Kawan.

The Penang state government has acknowledged
the rise in property prices due to rising public confi-
dence in the CAT administration of competency, ac-
countability and transparency, which has resulted in
record budget surpluses yearly and also a record debt
reduction of 95%. To ensure that there are sufficient
affordable housing, the state government has allo-
cated a RMS500 million for it. This is the largest amount
for affordable housing allocated by any state govern-
ment in Malaysia. Under Phase 1 of the affordable
housing programme, 12,000 units will be built in Batu
Kawan, Seberang Perai Selatan. Phase 2 in the remain-
ing four districts around Penang will see another 6,000
units of affordable housing being built.

Apart from the total 18,000 affordable housing
proposed by the state government through state
agency Penang Development Corporation (PDC), the
private sector is expected to contribute another 20,000
units in affordable housing. Like the Federal govern-
ment through Syarikat Perumahan Negara Berhad
(SPNB) , the State Government does not build any
low-cost and low-medium cost house, but leaves it to
PDC. From 2008, PDC had built 3,806 units whilst
the private sector had built 7,790 units which is a total
of 11,596 units.

There is an element of double-standard from BN
which does not highlight that a bungalow unit in Johor
Iskandar costs RM 3 million and is bought by foreign-
ers, including Singaporeans. Unlike in Johor, Penang
has boldly taken the lead by imposing a limit of all
property purchases by foreigners in Penang to above
RM1 million and landed properties in Penang island
to above RM2 million beginning 1 July 2012.

LIM GUAN ENG
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS I
MPSP 2011 (1 JAN. 2012 - 31 DIS. 2012) MPPP 2011 (1 JAN. 2012 - 31 DIS. 2012) Kalendar Pelancongan
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon Pulau Pinang Jun 2012
En. Sim Chee Keong (DAP) 012-590 75 07 Zulkifli bin Mohd. Noor (DAP) | 012 - 483 0878
stevensim@mpsp.gov.my Harvindar a/I Darshan Singh | 012 - 42822 50
En. Teoh Seang Hooi (DAP) [ 019-412 99 9¢ (DAP)
shteow@mpsp.gov.my 04-594 1231 Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
En. Soon Lip Chee (DAP) 012-4290 163 Lim Siew Khim (DAP) 016 - 531 6026
Icsoon@mpsp.gov.my Lim Cheng Hoe 016 - 438 4809
En. Visvanathan a/l Kumaran | 012-477 6468 (DAP)
(DAP) 04-398 3242 (Tel) Tan Hun Wooi (DAP) 012 - 488 0409
visvanathan@mpsp.gov.my | 04-502 1667 (Fax)
: — En. Ong Ah Teong 012-410 6566
Cik Tan Xin Ying 016 -553 1987 (DAP)
(DAP) - - Thb Jun -31hb Julai
ﬁ(;!)(eot Hin 016 -417 1331 Penang Durian Fair
- - - Anjung Indah, Balik Pulau
En. Mohd Shaipol Bin Ismail 012 - 571 2250 Francis a/l Joseph (PKR) 012 - 474 3321 =
(DAP) % -
Cik Ramlah Bee Binti 016 - 422 2142 \
Asiahoo (PKR)
En. Guanalan a/l 013 - 4853128 R A I Yusort Bi 04 - 657 7464 (Tel) 2hb Jun
Sengalane n. Mohamed Yusoff Bin - e
oAy Mohamed Noor (PAS) 012-4728114 ’égm':g Tower Run 2012
En. Chandrasekeran o/l S. | 0125619870 Encik Iszuree Bin lorahim e = ang 8408
Maniam (DAP) (PAS)
chanderasekeran@mpsp. Sr. Mohd. Zahry bin Shaikh 012 - 472 6725
gov.my Abc.iul ROhIIT.] (NGO) 2hb - 3hb Jun
En. Mohamad Zainudin 013-45 47 009 Encik Teh Lai Heng (DAP) 016 - 445 9808 Indonesian Food, Handicraft and
bin Othman ('PKR)_ Cultural Festival
mohamadzainudin@mpsp. Encik Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271 Esplanade
gov.my (DAP)
En. Ahmad Farid bin Md. 019-540 9396 Encik Prem Anand a/I 012 - 412 2558
Arshad (PKR) 04-3979796 (Fax) Loganathan
ahmadfarid@mpsp.gov.my (DAP) ’Q,hb - Sh%Jun F tle Skafi
enan en Freestyle Skatin
En. Johari bin Kassim (PKR) 019-449 1450 Encik Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191 Compgﬁﬁgn 4 d
johari@mpsp.gov.my (PKR) Penang Mainland
Abdul Latif bin Abdullah 019-560 57 55 Tuan Haji Mohd Rashid Bin 019 - 456 0077
(PKR) Hasnon
abdul latif@mpsp.gov.my (PKR)
En. Bahktiar Appanai bin 017-568 3778 Muhammad Sabri Bin Md | 013 - 432 0207 2hb - 3hb Jun )
Yahya 04-977 3982 Osman 7th Penang International 12
(PKR) (PKR) Hours Walk 2012
bahktiarappandi@mpsp. Mohd Taufik Bin sulong 012 - 438 0873 Padang Kofa Lama
gov.my (PKR)
En. Lim Eng Nam 016-411 44 00 Tahir Jalaluddin Bin Hussain | 012 - 463 5959
(PKR) 04-588 0818 (Tel) (NGO)

. 3hb - 10hb Jun
peterlim@mpsp.gov.my 04-588 0885 (Fax) B [ et 012 - 422 1880 Penang Floral Festival 2012
Puan Kusala Kumari @ Rynu | 019-54 63 257 (NGO) Penang Botanic Gardens
a/p A. Shanmugam (PKR) Encik Sin Kok Siang (NGO) | 016 - 422 2255
kusala@mpsp.gov.my :

= : Ng Chek Siang (PKR) 016 - 470 7089
En. Amir bin Md. Ghazali 013-584 8386 perisaihebat@gmail.com ||
(PKR) 04 - 521 1987 (Fax) e . =
amir@mpsp.gov.my 1 i 14hb - 16hb Jun
1
En. Ahmad Kaswan bin 019- 408 4899 : SIDANG REDAKSI BULETIN MUTIARA ! Baﬂ_le Of The Che_fs
Gsst I Penulis: ! Straits Quay, Tanjong Tokong
(PAS) I YAP LEE YING 1
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov. | AINUL WARDAH SOHILLI 1
my 1 ZULIANA AZIZ :
1
En. Lim Tau Hoong 019-446 35 51 ] ZQQ%:’XS@';%’;SSFB 1
(NGO) 1 !
thim@mjpsp.gov.my ] Jurugambar/Juruvideo: 1
N X ! CHAN LILIAN '
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 013-430 2096 : LAW SUUN TING :
(NGO) 04-508 0039 (Tel) ' ALISSALA THIAN !
[tiun@mpsp.gov.my 04-657 0918 (Fax) I MOHD. HAFIZ TAJUDIN 1
En. Ahmad Tarmizi Bin 013 - 414 4822 : Jurugrafik: :
* 1
Abdullah | LOO MEI FERN )
(NGO) ! IDZHAM AHMAD 1
En. Loh Joo Huat 012-4221133 ] A - . 1
(DAP) 1 sertgl kami melalui “sms blast”, : This is a nature-based pm?ram to inspire children to actively and creatively engage with
ihloh@mpsp.gov.my : fOlp “ADD ME” 019 357 9726 ! :ﬁlllli‘:ﬁ‘ r::!iatn the natural environment. Come and enjoy nature’s delight at the Penang
1 ]
En. Ong Koon Liak 012-4277868 ' Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sla hantarke: | Zme i §oamzasoonoon”
(DAP) 04-530 0363 (Tel) | . ! x::il\:i!tili m:g;ﬂl\mnger Hunt, Games and Creativity Sessions
klong@mpsp.gov.my 04-538 6950 (Fax) : Ed Ii'OI' BU I-ETI N MUTIARA, : This program is limited to 30 children aged g to 11 years old and based on first-come-first-served.
- — - ! ; ! For registration, pl Il Riza or Farrah at 04-8288880/61.
|(DPU|?Rr; Sarina binti Hashim 013-50 00 155 ; ]T(I)ns%léog ‘T7, KF?_mfor, : o b ot gt v e e e o iyl
! ulau FInang. ! oura:
sarina@mpsp.gov.my ! . -g 1 Vi DA = A% KBon
] Emel: suaracat@gmail.com I [Temansgament wiames e g1t oues o roi RO U
En. Md Jamil Bin Abd 019-4490007 1 Talian Pejabat 1
1 1
Rahman X 04 - 650 556] 04 - 650 5559 ! n Fglcggack .T;::':J?ar:l:rll g:ﬂ%::é:?a Ayer Itam, 11500 Penang ;?JI! g: z g%g gggg
PAS) : ’ ! : www.penanghill.gov.my
1 ]

04 - 650 5705, 04-650 5375, 04 - 650 5256

mdjamil@mpsp.gov.my
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AGILITY Logistic Sdn.Bhd. started in a modest
office in 1986 with only two employees. On 14th
May, 2012, Agility celebrated its momentous expan-
sion with its new facility in Bayan Lepas which is
60,000 sq ft and having 52 employees in its payroll.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng shared the joyous
occasion with the CEO of Agility Malaysia, Morten
Damgaard, Branch Manager Ali Ahmad, employees
and guests at the Opening Ceremony of Agility
Logistic Sdn.Bhd.

Agility has over the years grown and expanded,
along with the growth of the manufacturing sector
in Penang and northern Malaysian states, espe-
cially the high-tech electronics and semiconductor
industries to which Agility primarily services.

In his speech, CM Lim said, “According to Frost
& Sullivan, a global research and consultancy firm,
the logistics industry in Malaysia is looking at a
year-on-year growth of 10.3 % to reach RM129.93
billion in 2012. Going forward, the Malaysian lo-
gistics industry is projected to expand at a compound
annual growth rate of 11.6 % to touch RM203.71
billion in 2016.”

He added, “the vibrancy of the industry reflects
the strength of the export and import industry in
Malaysia. Penang state government appreciates the
logistics partnering roles of Agility, in supporting
the growth of manufacturing industries in Penang,
which is essential to Penang’s economy.”

Penang’s economy is growing in strength. Penang
topped investment in Malaysia in 2010 and re-
peated this historic feat in 2011. For two years in a
row, Penang has been tops in manufacturing invest-
ment in Malaysia.

CM Lim proudly declared that, “in 2010, Penang

»

attracted RM12.2 billion worth of investments while
we received RM9.1 billion last year. Penang the
second smallest state contributed 28% or RM 17.7
billion of Malaysia’s FDI in 2010-2011.”

World renowned companies such as Bose Corpo-
ration, Bosch Solar, Ibiden, National Instruments

CM Lim at the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Agility Official Opening.

1tiay

Agility enhances Penang logistics

and many more have made Penang their latest site
of operations and this has contributed extensively
for the growth of Penang.

Agility facility in Penang has created job oppor-
tunities and enhanced the reputation of Penang and
its airport as a hub for freight and logistics.
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Penang contingent of 537 athletes are raring to go to the prestigious SUKMA XV which will take
place from 5th to 7th July 2012 in Kuantan, Pahang. Exco Member for Youth and Sports, Women,
Family and Community Development Lydia Ong Kok Fooi who was at the 50-day Countdown to
SUKMA event said Penang aims for a 68-medal target.

CM Lim Guan Eng

and DCMII, Prof. Dr P.
Ramasamy visited the
Sri Maha Mariaaman
Temple at Lebuh Queen
on Chitra Pournami
celebration on 4 May
2012. The chariot
procession started from
the temple at 6.30pm.

Penangites had a taste of the thrilling, combative sport Muay Thai or Thai
Boxing recently. Thousands gathered at the Esplanade field to watch the
boxers battling it out in the ring. The event received the support of the
Penang State Government, MPPP and UPEN (Penang Economic Planning
Unit). The boxers were from several States in Malaysia and Thailand.

One of the programs that will be organise
City Mayors gather in Penang in September is a unique and mouth-watering event.
The Mayors can participate in a ‘Cooking in the Park’ competition where some of
the Mayors can try cooking Penang local dishes at the Youth Park. The President
of the Municipal Council of Penang Island, Hajjah Patahiyah Ismail told members
of the press on 29 May, 2012.

Bersih 3.0 participant Asrul Wadi Ahmad together with
his parents made a visit to the Chief Minister’s Office.
CM Lim assured him that his office will try to assist
Asrul. Asrul’s eyesight was damaged when a tear gas
canister was shot. Asrul is a Mechanical Engineer and
has six other younger siblings. Asrul’s parents said,
“Dia lah satu-satu harapan kami.”

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and Adun Datuk Keramat
Jagdeep Singh Deo joined the Penang Eurasian
community at the Penang Eurasian Association on

5 May, 2012 for the book launch ‘The Eurasians - A
Founding Community Of Penang’ by Eustace Anthony
Nonis.

A
1 4 -
A -

d during the 5th TPO Forum when 68



Penang leads in free
Wi-Fi in Malaysia

PENANG leads by becoming the first state in Ma-
laysia in providing free WiFi. Penang state leaders
had been going to the paddy fields in Penaga, shop-
ping malls, wet markets and all over the mainland
and the island to launch the Penang Free Wi-fi in
the past month.

Three years ago, this idea was mooted to allow
Penangites the opportunity to be connected to the
information superhighway for free. It was the hope
of the Penang state government to transform Pen-
ang into an International City that can compete
globally.

One intelligence that an intelligent city must pos-

sess is digital intelligence.
The state government
wants to ensure that
through this broadband
initiative, we can further
provide broadband pene-
tration for all.

The ‘Penang Free
WiFi’ service is a compo-
nent of the state’s Wire-
less@Penang initiative
and the first 750 hotspots
were launched in 2009
with REDtone Interna-
tional Berhad (REDtone). The Phase I initiative was
provided free of charge in commercial areas. Instal-
lation of these 750 hotspots was at no cost to the
state government.

The Penang government intensified its efforts to
provide free broadband access in Penang by adding
another 800 free WiFi hotspots (including addi-
tional 50 free hotspots) throughout the state as part
of Phase II of its Penang Free WiFi initiative. This
project is Penang state government’s latest initiative
with free WiFi coverage areas doubled to 1,550.

The Penang Free WiFi initiative is the only ini-
tiative of its kind in the country where free wireless
Internet service is available to the public at spe-
cific public areas, but not to the residents’ homes.

Clearly, the initiative is an excellent example of how
a state government and the private sector can work
hand-in-hand in a project beneficial to everyone.

Through an open tender, Phase II Penang Free
Wifi, Redtone was chosen as it was the only com-
pany that participated in the exercise and fulfilled
PDC’s requirement of enlisting a public listed com-
pany with reputable track record in the area of tel-
ecommunication and multimedia. For this phase,
PDC and Penang state government shared the total
cost which amounted to RM 8.5 million.

Through the co-operation of all parties involved
in the project, we will be able to roll out phase II's
800 hotspots by the end of September 2012. These
hotspots are in all the 40 state constituencies in
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Penang and are easily identified by signages.
For the convenience of the users, a toll free
number (1800 877 790) is provided and users
also can send email for any query related to
Penang Free WiFi ( helpdesk.broadband@
redtone.com )

In his speeches, CM Lim told the people,
“The PR state government desires to give
Penangites freedom — freedom to choose truth
over lies, freedom to choose right over wrongs
and freedom to justice over oppression. Free
WiFi is the gift of a clean government to the
brave people of Penang who dared to change
for a better Penang — where we have proven
that a clean government can always perform
better than a corrupt government.”

The crowd clapped and cheered when CM
Lim added, “If we can do it in Penang why

can’t we have it in Malaysia? Wait for PR to
rule Putrajaya and all public places in Malay-
sia can enjoy free wifi!”

Internet provides up-to-date information and
it is a very powerful media tool. Information
whether lies or truths are being disseminated
very quickly via the Internet and it is very
possible that information could be distorted.
This is where Internet users will have to use
their critical abilities to gauge what are truths
or what are hidden lies.

CM Lim further added, “Eventually when
users feel cheated after discovering hidden lies
within the Internet, they will be skeptical
about all the things they have read.

CM also said, “Penang PR State Govern-
ment is For All, Penang Free WiFi is For All.
Let Penang Lead !”
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Golden Child

6,339 babies from five districts in Penang received CM Lim described the RM200 as a ‘symbol of the receive RM200 if either one of the parents is a Penang
RM200 in the fourth round of the Penang Golden Child  caring Penang Pakatan Rakyat state government’. voter. To register, please contact your nearest District
Program. Babies born after 1st January, 2011 are eligible to  Office or Assemblymember’s service centre.
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‘PKFZ: A nation’s trust betyed’

Story by Chan Lilian, Pix
by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng lauded Dato’ Lee Hwa
Beng for his courage and
bravery in stepping forward
to write the book - ‘PKFZ:
A Nation’s Trust Betrayed’.
CM Lim was at the book
launch at Wawasan Open |
University on 14 May, 2012.

Lee Hwa Beng’s book
‘PKFZ: A Nation’s Trust
Betrayed’ is a timely re-
minder that the scourge of
systematic corruption and
abuse of power within the
BN remains well en-
trenched.

The PKFZ scandal will
rank as one of the most
costly financial scandals in
Malaysian history, surpass-
ing the RM2.5b BMF scan-
dal in 1983, the RM1.6b
Maminco scandal in the
1980s and the RM10b Per-
waja scandal in 1990s.
When all is said and done, PKFZ could end up cost-
ing the taxpayer RM12.5b.

In his speech, CM Lim told Hwa Beng, “You have
done Malaysia a big public service by systemati-
cally documenting the chain of events which led to
the accumulation of these massive losses.” The
book shows consistent and persistent abuse of
power by BN politicians across a long period of time
that finally led to the scandal which we know of
today as PKFZ.

“This is not a one-off transaction involving just
one or two individuals or corporations. It involved
a web of conspiracy involving complicit and compli-
ant politicians as well as political nominees,” CM
added.

Several prominent people were named in the book
including Prime Minister Najib Tun Razak who was
named in Dato Lee’s book for approving the RM4.6b
soft loan to the Port Klang Authority in a cabinet
meeting in June 2007 when then Prime Minister,
Abdullah Badawi was away from the country on a
holiday.

Sadly, despite the evidence compiled by various
parties including Pricewaterhouse Coopers and
MACC, only two politicians, namely former Presi-
dent Ling Liong Sik and former Deputy President
Chan Kong Choy, both from the MCA have been
charged.

“It seems that the ‘bigger fish’ from the other
parties including UMNO have been spared from
further investigation and scrutiny. Furthermore,
Prime Minister Najib’s ‘Super Task Force’ on the
PKFZ scandal, announced after he became PM in
2009 and headed by Chief Secretary, Tan Sri Mohd
Sidek Hassan has taken no action and released no
reports since it was established. Is this the type of
cover-up the Government Transformation Pro-
gramme is implementing?”, CM Lim asked.

Dato’ Lee Hwa Beng at the book launch.

“No wonder Malaysia’s ranking in the Corruption
Perception Index continues to slip to No.60 last year
as compared to No. 37 in 2003,” he said.

CM Lim continued, “The PKFZ scandal clearly
shows that unless there is a change of government
in Putrajaya, the Malaysian taxpayer will continue
to pay for the systematic corruption and abuse of
power carried out by BN politicians in not just this,
but other past and ongoing scandals including the
RM250m National Feedlot Corporation (NFC)
scandal and the US$1 billion Scorpene submarine
scandal involving Razak Baginda, a former close
associate of PM Najib.”

CM Lim concluded, “The truth behind these
scandals will only be known by voting out the BN
in the 13th general election. Only then can the tax-
payers hope to recover some of the lost expenditure

From left to right : Tony Pua, MP for Petaling Jaya
Utara, CM Lim, Dato’ Lee Hwa Beng and Jahabar
Sadiq.

and limit the potential losses. I am sure that on this
point, Hwa Beng will agree with me.

A section of the audience listening attentively to CM Lim’s speech.



Thomas Lee Seng Hock

June 25, 1948 - June 3, 2012

THOMAS Lee Seng Hock was first
introduced to our Buletin Mutiara’s
team in early 2010. I immediately
knew who he was - ‘that very outspo-
ken online columnist’. Other than that,
I knew nothing about him.

At that time, I was only the photogra-
pher for Buletin Mutiara. Writing wasn’t
part of my jobscope. Thomas was as-
signed to join us in the Penang State
Government to take charge of the English
section of SuaraCat. I recalled he had a
meeting with us and he started off by
practically tearing apart the SuaraCat in
his hands! Everything seemed wrong to
him, nothing was good enough. That
meeting left us all dumbstruck. WOW!

At that time, SuaraCat had only 4
pages of English section and it was
only published once every two months.
Then, it evolved to Buletin Mutiara,
the English section increased to 8
pages and it was once a month. At that
time, there were no writers except
Thomas and I. I dutifully took over the
writing part while Thomas did the
editing.

After that bumpy start, I discovered
that Thomas was actually very truthful
but very generous with his praises as
well as criticisms. When he came to
Penang, he imparted some of his valu-
able experience to me. He told me all
about the PPs and the JJs. Allow me to
reproduce what Thomas had written:

First, there are the EEs — Editorial
Eunuchs, who take orders from their
political emperors, and write and spin
stories to promote the emperor’s cause.
These political appointees are usually in
top and senior positions, not because they
are good journalists or great writers, but

because of their connection to powerful
political godfathers. They are first-class
cronies. Many are ghost writers for their
political masters. Some are made Datuks
or given various civil awards, even at
relatively young age. Several have be-
come millionaires.

Secondly, there are the PPs — Press
Prostitutes, who have sold their souls and
principles to gain favours and privileges
from their political and/or business cli-
ents. They will write what pleases their
political masters. The amount of hampers
and gifts they receive during festive
seasons is perhaps a good indication of
their rising status in their media organiza-
tions. (Perhaps the Malaysia Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission should consider
looking at this practice of giving editors
hampers, gifts and big fat ang-pows dur-
ing festive seasons).

Thirdly, there are the MMs — Media
Marionettes, the puppets who have no
brains but are used and abused by op-
portunists to advance their own politi-
cal or business agenda. The manipula-
tive opportunists usually feed such
journalists with twisted information
and deceive these gullible writers to
propagate their schemes of things. Our
education system has produced many
such gullible, unthinking, uncritical,
and dumb people; and not a few are
found in the media organizations.

Fourth, there are the JJs — Junket
Journalists, those who will write any-
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thing for the sponsors of their overseas
trips. Let me illustrate how some big
corporate companies use such overseas
junkets to bribe editors and journalists
to do their bidding. Company A has a
product which an NGO considers
harmful to the people.The NGO keeps
issuing press statements on its research
on the harmful product and the news-
papers keep publishing the statements.
Company A wants to put a stop to such
bad publicity of its product. So, it or-
ganizes a week-long trip for senior
editors to visit the product’s factory in
Japan. Everything is paid for and pro-
vided for, including pocket money for
shopping. The editors have a thor-
oughly good time. On their return, they
repay their wonderful host by stopping
all negative reports on his product.

Finally, there are the WWs — Wise
Writers, the rare breed who know how
to survive through the controlled press
situation and get their honest views
into print without rousing the suspicion
of their media bosses, who are usually
political cronies. There are very few
such honest writers with integrity and
principles, and they are usually not in
positions of power. Many of them, like
yours truly, retire poor.
(the full article can be found here : http://
blog .limkitsiang.com/2012/02/21/of-press-
prostitutes-and-cowed-media/ )

Being truthful and sharp, Thomas
was not very popular with some of
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DAP Lim Kit Siang attending Thomas’ funeral wake.
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themedia heads. However, I believe
truth hurts and that was why he was
chastised by some.

Thomas also shared with us some of
his long association with DAP supremo
Lim Kit Siang. He told us stories about
CM Lim Guan Eng. One of the most
interesting ones was how CM Lim got
to know his wife, Betty Chew. Thom-
as told us that Betty used to write a
letter a day to CM Lim when he was
detained under the ISA in Kamunting,
Taiping. They weren’t married yet at
that time and Betty was a journalist.
He told me, “You should ask Guan Eng
to show you some of those letters.
They will make a very interesting
story.” Well, I have never asked if what
Thomas told us is true. I shall let that
remain a mystery.

So, dear Thomas, thank you for
bringing Buletin Mutiara English sec-
tion to where we are now. I am sure the
State wouldn’t have increased a 4-page,
once every two months bulletin to a
16-page fortnightly bulletin if not for
your professionalism and guidance.

You will be fondly remembered by
all of us in the editorial board of Bu-
letin Mutiara. This Bible verse best
describes Thomas - “I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7)

Rest in peace, dear Thomas.
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