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Well done,

Story and pix by
Chan Lilian

PENANG came up tops once
again when it recorded the high-
est surplus in its history when
the Auditor-General’s Report
revealed that in 2011 the state
recorded a surplus of RM138
million compared to RM33 mil-
lion in 2010.

As a mark of appreciation,
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
on Oct 15 praised the civil serv-
ants in the state for their persis-
tent efforts and teamwork which
produced the exemplary results.

The competent, accountable
and transparent or CAT admin-
istration successfully increased
revenue collection from RM411
million to RM603 million in
2011.

The contributions by the
various departments towards
Penang’s stellar performance
have not gone unnoticed.

Four departments were given
4-star ratings (4-star being the
best) by the Auditor-General for
their performance and the state
has awarded them RM10,000.

In a simple ceremony, the
Penang State Secretary depart-
ment, State Financial Officer
department, Penang Develop-
ment Corporation and Penang
Islamic Religious Council
(MAIPP) received the award
from Lim.

Penang also received praise
from a Federal Government
Minister when Minister in the
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gratulated
Penang on
its good
financial man-
agement and for recording the
highest revenue increase of 47
per cent or RM 192 million.

On Oct 19, Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim, who is Member of
Parliament for Permatang Pauh
and also the Pakatan Rakyat
leader, was in Komtar.

He told members of the
press: “I personally made a
visit today to congratulate
Penang for its excellent and
spectacular performance.
None of the Barisan Nasional
states can even come close to
the stellar performance shown
by Penang when we look at the
AG’s report. Johor, Sabah and
Sarawak have talked about the
success of Penang. I am proud
to be an MP from Penang.”

Anwar added: “Our prob-
lem in this country is the
problem of governance — of
endemic corruption, serious
leakages, allocations not spent
or disbursed, exorbitant wast-
age of public money. Those
are the major problems which
have not been addressed by
the prime minister.”

Anwar congratulating Lim on Penang’s stellar performance. Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk
Mansor Othman is on the right.
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The Penang state exco members with the State Financial Officer, Datuk Mokhtar Jait, who
received the RM10,000 reward from Lim on behalf of his department.

B e 2



Explain AES closed tender,
Kong told

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng has
reminded Transport Minister Datuk
Seri Kong Cho Ha that the AES is not
a question of politics but a question of
economic integrity.

“He must explain why there was no
open competitive tender but only a
closed invited tender to install 831
cameras throughout Malaysia,” Lim
said, adding he was informed that nine
companies were invited for the open
competitive tender but only seven
submitted bids.

“We have no problems if the Fed-
eral Government is sincere in its
initiative to ensure public safety and
that motorists adhere to traffic regu-
lations.

“However the government has al-
lowed the two concessionaires of the
AES to collect commission based on
the number of summonses issued.
Clearly this will benefit the two con-
cessionaires at the expense of 28 mil-
lion Malaysians,” Lim said while ex-
plaining the State Government’s stand
on not allowing the AES in Penang (see
accompanying story).

That means the concessionaires —
ATES Sdn Bhd and Beta Tegap Sdn
Bhd — are able to recoup their invest-
ment through a three-tiered system
paid out from a pool of settled sum-
mons:

e Tier 1: RM16 for each of the
first five million summonses issued
(RM80 million).

e Tier 2: 50 per cent of the bal-
ance of the revenue collected for the
next RM540 million, up to RM270
million. The government gets an equal
amount.

e Tier 3: 7.5 per cent of the re-
maining revenue after that. The gov-
ernment will get to keep the rest.

Assuming more than RMS5 billion
collection per year, the two conces-
sionaires will gain RM80 million
under the first tier, RM270 million
under the second tier and RM350 mil-
lion under the third tier — a handsome
total of RM700 million for one year’s
work.

Apart from reaping the huge reve-
nue, there is scepticism of the huge
cost claimed by both concessionaires
in installing the 831 cameras.

“Does it cost RM600-800 million as
claimed by both companies to install
the 831 cameras which would cost
RM722,000-RM962,000 per camera?”
Lim asked.

Such a failure is not
new as was proven by
the RM365 million
Integrated Transport
Information System
(ITIS) scandal, an
eight-year-old traffic
monitoring system in
Kuala Lumpur of traf-
fic, accidents and
roadworks that the
Auditor-General’s Re-
port 2011 has high-
lighted for wastage
and described as “un-
satisfactory”.

Unfortunately, de-
spite the RM365 million
spent, there has been no
full accountability.

“The Transport Min-
istry must fully ac-
count to the public
these questions about

AES and whether there was an open

competitive tender.

“Unless such issues are fully ad-

dressed, Malaysian
motorists have a right
to be angry that cronies
of BN have once again
benefited fully at the
expense of ordinary
Malaysians,” Lim said,
adding Penang will not
allow the installation
of the cameras until a
full briefing is ob-
tained.

“Kong should stick
to his earlier instruc-
tion that local councils
will decide whether to
install or not, and even
his officers had sought
cooperation and ap-
proval of the state and
local government to
install them.”

Summons should be
issued to penalise traf-
fic offenders in the
hope that they will
comply and not break
the law again.

“For this reason, we
call for an immediate
suspension of the AES
until there is a full ac-
counting of these issues
of public interest. Mo-
torists should not be

Lim demanded : Kong must explain why there was no open competitive tender but only a
closed invited tender to install 831 cameras throughout Malaysia.

compelled to spend most of their salary
to pay up these traffic summonses.
“Remember BR1IM’S RM500 can-

up losing RM100.”

No AES until Transport
Ministry explains

PENANG has decided that the Automated
Enforcement System (AES) will not be
implemented until the Secretary-General of
the Transport Minister, Datuk Long See
Wool, explains certain issues raised by the
State Government.

On Oct 17, exco member for Local Gov-
ernment and Traffic Management Chow Kon
Yeow had said in a press statement: “The
Penang State Government invites the Sec-
retary-General of Ministry of Transport to
come to Penang to explain the implementa-
tion of the AES.”

He added: “This decision is made by the
exco members because the Penang state
government, local authorities and agencies
are not confident with the AES.”

Other than the announcement letter from
Long dated April 23 to the Penang Govern-
ment, neither the ministry nor its appointed
concessionaire has taken any follow-up
action.

Several agencies had held a meeting on
Oct 18 where the Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP), Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP), Penang police, Land Pub-
lic Transport Commission (SPAD), Road
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Transport Department (JPJ) and Penang
Bridge Sdn Bhd had said that the responsi-
ble party has not taken any action on the
implementation of the AES in Penang.

Therefore, the Penang state government
will only make the decision whether the
AES will be implemented in Penang or
otherwise after they have met with the
Transport Ministry.

not help you if you are issued two
summonses of RM600 — you still end



The Penang Golden Student
Programme

TO all parents of Penang,
Salam Bersih!

EVER since taking over the Penang
State Government in 2008, the Paka-
tan Rakyat (PR) State Government has
been administering Penang in accord-
ance to the principles of Competency,
Accountability and Transparency
(CAT). CAT has enabled a clean gov-
ernment that has managed to achieve
a budget surplus every year and has
reduced the State Government’s debt
by 95% which is equivalent to RM630
million as at 8 March 2008 to only
RM30 million as at 31 December
2011.

This success has enabled the State
Government to carry out “golden”
programmes and eradicate hardcore
poverty within a year, making Penang
the first state to
achieve this.
Through these gold-
en programmes, the
State Government
has been able to give
RM100.00 to senior
citizens, disabled
people and single
mothers every year.
The State Govern-
ment has also been
able to give
RM1,000.00 as a
one-off payment to
the designated heir
for funeral arrangements should the
senior citizen pass away and for under-
graduate students who obtain places in
public institutions of higher learning.
RM200.00 is also given to every new-

born baby.

The latest golden pro-
gramme to be carried out by
the State Government is the
golden student program in
which the State Govern-
ment will be giving
RM100.00 to all students in
Standards 1 and 4 as well as Forms 1
and 4 every year.

These golden programmes are actu-
ally ‘anti-corrruption dividends’ result-
ing from the success of the PR State
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Government in combating corruption.
This proves that with a clean govern-
ment, the people are able to receive and
enjoy the benefits that should be theirs
from the beginning. The PR State Gov-
ernment guarantees the continuation of
these golden programmes every year
as we believe that through the practice
of clean governance, the PR State
Government can definitely generate
the finances required to provide for it.
Furthermore, the finances are from
surpluses and revenues gained and not

imayban
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Assemblymember for Air ltam Wong Hon Wai at hand to assist mothers who are at Maybank in Air Itam
when they collect the RM100 for their children.

from loans that will further enslave our
future generations to debt.

Let us work together to make a
Cleaner, Greener, Safer and Healthier
Penang.

Thank you.

Yours Sincerely,

LIM GUAN ENG

Assemblymember Jawi Tan Beng Huat distributing RM100 to students in Jawi.



RM100,000 to upgrade
facilities for disabled

Story by Danny Ooi

THE Seberang Prai Municipal Council (MPSP) has
allocated RM100,000 to upgrade facilities for the
disabled.

Its president, Maimunah Mohd Sharif (pic), said
the allocation is the first for the disabled group, as
part of the council’s corporate social responsibility
towards the less privileged.

She said MPSP has set aside RM211.28 million
for next year’s budget which carries the theme
“Building Fiscal Capacity Towards Cleaner And
Sustainable Seberang Prai”.

“The council is expected to collect RM200.93
million in revenue next year but would still operate
on a deficit budget of RM10.35 million compared to
the RM29.7 million in 2010.

“Among the allocations for next year are for clean-
ing (RM85.58 million), traffic management (RM10.7
million), council infrastructure (RM3.07 million),
flood mitigation (RM5.74 million), improving com-
munity services (RM2.14 million), improving or-
ganisation and human capital (RM3.55 million),
landscaping (RM3.3 million) and drainage, traffic
lights, streets lights road maintenance and electric-
ity bills (RM8.38 million). Our revenue collection
has improved by RM17.75 million from the previous
year,” she added during her speech at the full coun-
cil meeting at the council headquarters on Oct 5.

Maimunah said an additional RM20,000 has been
allocated for each MPSP councillor to carry out in-
frastructure projects in their areas.

“There would be no increase in assessment rates
for next year,” she added.

Khazanah urged to restore dllapldated pre-war buildings

Story by Danny Ooi

RESTORE dilapilated pre-war
buildings within the Unesco World
Heritage Zone.

That was the call made by the
Penang State Government to Khaz-
anah Nasional Bhd arm, Think City
Sdn Bhd.

Think City is a fully owned
subsidiary of Khazanah tasked
with carrying out and managing the
George Town Grants Programme.

State exco for Local Government
and Traffic Management Chow Kon
Yeow called on the Federal Gov-
ernment to allocate RM500m to
Khazanah, which is under the Fi-
nance Ministry, for the project.

“The state is equally concerned
with the ownership of properties
within George Town. If foreign

foreigners,” he added.

Chow said more than half of the
over 4,000 buildings are owned by
clan associations as temples and
clan buildings.

Meanwhile, George Town World
Heritage Incorporated (GTWHI)
acting general manager Lim Chooi
Ping said it is untrue that most
heritage buildings in Penang’s
Unesco World Heritage Site are
owned by foreigners as claimed by
certain quarters.

Dismissing claims that most of
the property in the inner city had
been bought by foreigners, she said
certain quarters have identified 83
such buildings as belonging to
foreigners.

“While the foreign ownership
situation is not critical, we recog-
nise that gentrification is an issue
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ownership is an issue, perhaps the Chow (centre) and Lim (to his left) say the foreign ownership of properties is not  and a series of roundtable discus-

funds can be utilised to purchase
the buildings first,” he told a press
conference at George Town World Heritage Incor-
porated on Oct 9.

“We are concerned that locals are selling off
their buildings, especially to foreigners, when they
cannot afford to restore or maintain their property.”

Think City has been doing a good job with its
RM20 million seed-funding initiative for urban
rejuvenation projects within the heritage site.

Chow called on the state Valuation and Prop-
erty Services Department to provide more details
on foreign ownership of pre-war houses in the
heritage zone.

“Between 2008 and 2012, Penang Island Mu-

as critical as made out to be.

nicipal Council (MPPP) had approved the restora-
tion of 428 buildings in the heritage enclave.

“From the 170 old, dilapidated and rundown
buildings, 66 have been restored, while the remain-
ing 104 are mostly abondoned,” Chow said.

He added between 2008 and September this year,
1,025 ownership transfers of pre-war buildings
were made.

Of the total, only 61, or six per cent, were made
to foreigners.

“Each lot may have five or 10 buildings on it,
so we really do not have have a precise figure of
how many pre-war buildings have been sold to

sions will be held with the various
stakeholders and
non-governmental organisations to come up with
a strategy to address it.

“The proposal will then be presented to the state
government and may be included in the Special
Area Plan for the heritage site,” she added.

Penang Barisan Nasional Youth had recently
claimed that the state government did not have a
policy to safeguard the 4,000 premises at the her-
itage enclave.

They cited that foreign companies, mostly Eu-
ropean and Singaporeans firms, owned 83 out of
120 heritage premises in the inner city of George
Town.



Story by Albert Benedict
Manikam

TO remember and honour
senior citizens, the Penang
State Government and the
Society of Active Generation
of Elders (SAGE) organised a
dinner and dance for all senior
citizens at the Dewan Holy
Spirit Cathedral, Jalan Besi,
off Green Lane, Penang on Oct
7.

Some 700 guests were feted
to an eight-course Chinese
dinner and entertainment.

The guest-of-honour for the
evening was Phee Boon Poh
who is the honorary adviser of
SAGE.

Phee, who is also state exco
member, represented the chief
minister.

Elders Day is celebrated
worldwide on Oct 1. The date

was declared by the United
Nations and endorsed by the
Malaysian Government.
SAGE, which was founded
on Aug 8, has been celebrating
Elders Day every year.
Since 2010, the Penang

Phee (centre) with the committee members of SAGE.

State Government has be-
come a co-organiser of the
event.
The greying population has
increased by leaps and bounds.
With the prevailing good
healthcare and living condi-

tions, life expectancy for
males is now 75 and 77 for
females.

By 2020, one out of 10
citizens in the country will be
an elder person.

The celebrations started

with an address by SAGE
president Chin Sek Ham.

In his address, he thanked
the State Government for hav-
ing teamed up with SAGE to
organise the function.

“Many senior citizens are
disturbed by the ever increas-
ing inflation rate. They are
worried that their life savings
would soon be depleted if the
trend continues,” Chin added.

He urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to increase the inter-
est rate on savings and fixed
deposit accounts and at the
same time to check inflation.

In his speech, Phee said the
State Government, under its
Competent, Accountable and
Transparent (CAT) initiative,
is giving aid to senior citizens
and also to single parents,
babies and students in Years
I and 4 and in Forms 1 and 4.

Self-confidence, collaboration vital, women told

COMPANIES have been urged to develop a
system to enable male and female employees to
build a good working relationship.

Wanita Mutiara Association chairman Betty
Chew said this would complement the important
role women play in the administration and ser-
vice sectors.

“This will create success for both the com-
pany and the individual,” she said at the launch
of Women: Gender
Awareness Program at
Osram Opto Semicon-
ductors recently.

Present were Osram
Opto Semiconductors
(Malaysia) Sdn Bhd
managing director Dr |
Roland Mueller, its hu- |
man resource director A8
Bala Vythilingam, High |
Volume Manufacturing |
director Lim Gaik Ling, [¥
Learning and Develop-
ment Human Resources
3i section head Alexis
Chuah and Module 2
director of manufacturing Goh Seo Hoon.

Chew, who is also the wife of Penang Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng, said to be successful,
women should be self-confident, collaborative
and hard thinking.

She lauded Osram Opto Semiconductors for
being actively involved in organising various
awareness programmes to highlight issues faced
by women and recognising the role they played
in society building.

“I believe women employees at the factory
represent caring mothers, loving wives and
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function.

Chew (ce e) sﬁending aligh
moment with participants at the

dedicated workers,” Chew, who is also assem-
blymember for Kota Melaka, said.

“Congratulations to all who were an inspira-
tion to other women employees, coming to-
gether for gender equality especially in the
workplace,” she said.

Chew also shared her experiences as a
mother to four children, wife to a chief minister,
lawyer and an assemblymember.

She urged all women to work
together, share their experiences
and assist in self-development for
themselves and society, adding
these qualities will help in eco-
nomic growth and competitive-
L ness.

Meanwhile, Mueller said wom-
en played a very crucial and de-
manding role of balancing their
duties as industry workers and that
of wives and mothers.

“They have to strike a good bal-
ance to achieve optimum results,”
he said.

Mueller said his team at the
Penang factory comprised around
3,200 women employees - that is 68 per cent of
the total workforce of 4,700.

He said the factory always ensured the rights
of women employees are taken care of.

For example, he mentioned the construction
of safe production floor for pregnant employees
and a maternity leave period of 90 days.

Muller added that some top management
posts like High Volume Manufacturing director,
Module 2 - Manufacturing director, Learning
and Development Human Resources section
head were held by female staff.

Historic moment for State Assembly

THE state of Penang scored a
first when Maheswari a/p Ma-
layandy became the first lady to
be appointed as the Secretary of
the Penang State Assembly.

Penang-born Maheswari
completed her secondary
school education at St. George’s
Girls’ School and her tertiary
education at Universiti Sains
Malaysia, Penang where she
graduated with a Bachelor of
Management (Hons.) degree in
1999.

“The State Government and
the Indian community are very
proud of her achievement,”
Deputy Chief Minister 11,
Hon. Prof. Dr P. Ramasamy
told Buletin Mutiara at his of-
fice in KOMTAR recently.

Maheswari started her career
in the government service in
July 2003 as the Assistant Sec-
retary in the Quality Unit at the
Penang State Secretariat.

From 1 March — 22 August
2004, she attended a diploma
course in Public Adminstration
at the Institute of Public Ad-
ministration, Kuala Lumpur.

Maheswari assumed the post
of Assistant Director in the
State Housing and Local Gov-
ernment Division until her next
appointment as the Assistant

Secretary in the Quality Unit
of the State Secretariat in De-
cember 2004.

She served in this capacity
till December 2005 when she
was promoted as the Assistant
Secretary in the State Finance
Department.

In January 2008, she was
promoted as the Principal As-
sistant Secretary of the Corpo-
rate Communication Division.

Capping her present illustri-
ous career path, Maheswari
will also serve as the Secretary
of the Penang State Assembly
from 1 August 2012.

Buletin Mutiara wishes Ma-
heswari a/p Malayandy every
success in her career.



TWO widows, Saniah Abdul Rahim and Ramayee
a/p Alagan, were visibly touched when they each
received RM50,000 from Penang Hill Corporation
general manager Maklen Ali on Oct 12.

Their husbands, chargeman Rozali Mohd Rejab,
36, and special general worker K. Krishnaminan, 53,
died in June, 2012 due to Acute Coronary Syndrome
and Pulmonary Edema respectively.

The amount was paid to each family based on the
corporation’s Group Term Life Insurance plan, a
beneficiary plan that was introduced by PHC in June
2011.

In a simple ceremony in Komtar, witnessed by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, Maklen said: “The
death of both employees was not only felt by their
family. We at PHC also dearly missed them. Their
contribution and dedication during their tenure with
PHC will always be remembered.”

Saniah is unemployed and has a 12 years old son,
Muhammad Syaffi Rozali, while Ramayee is a
cleaner at a dental college and has a son, Ashok Ku-
mar, who is 17.

[
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Saniah overcome with emotions after receiving the cheque from Maklen and Lim (right).

Committee to study transport master plan proposals

THE Penang Government will form
a committee to look into recom-
mendations of an independent
consultant on the Penang Transport
Master Plan.

State exco for Local Government
Chow Kon Yeow said the commit-
tee, expected to be formed by early
next year, would include repre-
sentatives from the relevant state
and federal government agencies to
look into recommendations by Hal-
crow Consultants Sdn Bhd.

“We have technical people in the
committee who will come up with
recommendations and also to push
forward the suggestions,” Chow
said during a press conference at
Komtar.

He added that Halcrow, ap-
pointed by the state government
and Northern Corridor Implementa-
tion Agency (NCIA) in April last
year, has submitted four reports
including the Public Transport Ap-
proach, Highway-based strategies,
Accessibilty Report and Institu-
tional Reforms.

“This will be used to develop the
future transport strategy for Pen-
ang,” Chow said, adding the Penang
Transport Council has received the reports which
will be tabled at the state executive council meet-
ing.

“The overall estimated cost is about RM26 bil-
lion, which will cover highway infrastructure and
management as well as public transport infrastruc-
ture to cover plans up to 2030.”

Plan Report.
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The recommendations include feasible studies
for the third sea link, George Town Outer Bypass,
review of the traffic signal regime, updating on-
street parking zones, improving intersections and
widening highways.

Chow added that the transport consultant was
given terms of reference to formulate transporta-
tion strategy that forms and delivers “a well de-
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Chow (left) and Penang 'fransport Council members showing the Transport Master

veloped, sustainable, comprehen-
sive urban transport master plan”
that :

e provides a holistic approach
leading to a paradigm shift towards
accessibility and “moving people,
not cars’’;

* makes roads safe and user-
friendly for all (pedestrians, cy-
clists, the elderly and disabled
community);

* moves towards a private vehi-
cle to public transport model spilt
of 40 per cent (public transport
usage) : 60 per cent (public car us-
age), and

e ensures integration between
transport systems and development
plans to deliver a multi-model
transport that integrates the traffic
and transport plans of the island
and mainland.

The purpose of the master plan,
Chow stressed, was to set out the
form of the current transport sys-
tem, together with the issues that
surround it in management, regula-
tion and operation.

“As such, the master plan ex-
plores both the physical structure
of the existing transport network
and the issues that aid and hinder its proper man-
agement and development,” he added.

He hoped the Federal government, including
its agencies such as Land Public Transport Com-
mission and Road Transport Department, would
support the Penang Government in implementing
the recommendations.



THE successful Asia-Pacific Tourism Promotion Organisation forum (TPO) was
a huge recognition for George Town as the host city.

Speaking after a dinner to fete those who were involved in the event, Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP) chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail said: “The or-
ganisers of the next TPO Forum in Jenju, Korea, had lamented to the secretary-
general of TPO that they are going to have a hard time living up to Penang’s high
standard. The secretary-general praised Penang and suggested that we help them
to organise the event.”

The dinner at the grand Town Hall on Oct 11 saw 32 agencies, government
department, schools, colleges and the private sector receiving their certificates
of appreciation and participation from Patahiyah.

Speaking to Buletin Mutiara after the dinner, Patahiyah expressed her surprise
and said: “MPPP is very touched with the response from the private and public
sector. Everyone was so helpful and they came forward to help without any
expectations. They did it because of the Penang people and also the image of
Penang.”

She shared about her worries initially because MPPP undertook to organise
the huge event on their own without engaging consultants.

“A lot of people were involved and we set up several committees. Much time
was taken for meetings. But I was so relieved and happy when the TPO Forum
was successful.”

According to her, MPPP has received accolades from the participating countries
and many were impressed with the warm welcome they received right up to the
hospitality of Penangites who made their visit memorable.

“So, MPPP has achieved our goal of hosting the TPO Forum successfully here.”

._;.;

MPPP Chief Datuk Hajjah Patahiyah Ismail is touched with the help rendered
to MPPP to organise the TPO Forum.

Scenic coastal bicycle lane for Penangites

Story by Chan Lilian
Picture by Law Suun Ting

PENANG folk can look forward to a
scenic bicycle ride along the coastal
road from Queensbay to George Town
next year.

Avid cyclists and families with
small children can enjoy the 12.5km
dedicated bicycle lane with beautiful
parks, rest areas, artistic scuplture and
unique lanes by the beach.

Five developers, namely IJM Land
Berhad, Tropicana Ivory Sdn Bhd,
GSD Land (M) Sdn Bhd, CP Land-
mark Sdn Bhd and Asia Green Group
will spend about RM30 million to
upgrade the surrounding areas, pro-
vide facilities and also construct the
bicycle lanes measuring about 9.6km
as part of their CSR programme.

The Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) will undertake to

complete the balance 2.9km and build
a bridge over Sungai Pinang using the
allocations they have for bicycling
projects in Penang.

MPPP has allocated RM5.3 mil-
lion in 2013 to upgrade and develop
projects to promote cycling in Pen-
ang.

Speaking at the launch of the pub-
lic consultation of the bicycle route
project, MPPP chief Datuk Patahiyah
Ismail said: “MPPP is pleased to work

together with the five companies and
is excited with the project to provide
Penangites with a coastal bicycle
route.”

Building director Yew Tung Seang
said the idea was mooted because
many cyclists had urged the State
Government to provide a safer cycling
route.

Parking facilities are available at
Queensbay while facilities like show-
er rooms will be available in George

Sim (left) and Yew looking at the proposed plan for the bicycle route.

Town.

“Cycling will also offer an alterna-
tive transportation, hence reducing
traffic congestion in the city,” Yew
said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said
the bicycle route will maximise the
use of state reserved land or beach
reserved land.

“By 2020, the state hopes to go into
Phase 2 where cyclists can cycle from
the Penang Second Bridge right up to

Telok Bahang.”

State assemblymember for Pantai
Jerjak Sim Tze Tzin, who was at the
launch of the bicycle route in Komtar
said: “I am very excited about this
project because in 2009, I had pre-
sented a proposal to the MPPP.

“This idea has come to fruition, and
this is what I call ‘janji ditunai’
(promises fulfilled).”

He described it as a big leap for
Penang as cycling is now a trendy
sport and has tourism potential.

“It is also a healthy lifestyle for all
Penangites where families can cycle
along the coastal road and enjoy Pen-
ang’s beautiful scenery.

“This is going to make Penang the
best liveable city in the world!”

Sim also described the bicycle
route as the first serious effort in Ma-
laysia in making cycling a healthy
alternative transport.

“I am proud that Penang is the lead-
ing state in cycling.”

MPPP is calling for public feed-
back and interested individuals can
view the plans at Komtar Level 3
during office hours.

The public consultation exhibition
will be on till Nov 15.

Feedback forms are also available
online at http://www.mppp.gov.my or
email laluanbasikal@mppp.gov.my
for more information.
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Perkhidmatan SMS Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

4

GOVPGE15888! (€] =

—
i
1

Permohonan, Semak endah,
S——4 Sederhana Ren 8 an Rakyat (PPR}

Senarai Perkhidmatan Yang Ditawarkan

Semakan Status Rumah Kos Rendah Semakan Status Pomba?raran Kontraktor
Semakan Status Pinjaman Penuntut Semakan Status Pendaftaran Warga Emas

Semakan Status Baki Pinjaman Penuntut Semakan Status Cukai Tanah

sila klik untuk maklumat lanjut ....

http://ebayar.penang.gov.my
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Sistem Penghargaan Warga Emas

® Cukai Tanah

N /lox ® Pinjaman Penuntut I'Sejah te ra
CIMB Clitks| ® Cukai Taksiran MPPP e e
[ maybanicucom ® Cukai Taksiran MPSP
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MPPP 2011 (1 JAN. 2012 - 31 DIS. 2012)

Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
En. Sim Chee Keong (DAP) 012-590 75 07 Zulkifli bin Mohd. Noor (DAP) | 012 - 483 0878
stevensim@mpsp.gov.my Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 42822 50
En. Teoh Seang Hooi (DAP) 019-412 99 96 (DAP)
shteow@mpsp.gov.my 04-594 1231 Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
En. Soon Lip Chee (DAP) 012-4290 163 Lim Siew Khim (DAP) 016 - 531 6026
Icsoon@mpsp.gov.my Lim Cheng Hoe 016 - 438 4809
(DAP)
(ESA\;')SVO”OM” el merem 811,-2?;3;732138(@” Tan Hun Wooi (DAP) 012 - 488 0409
visvanathan@mpsp.gov.my | 04-502 1667 (Fax) En. Ong Ah Teong 012 - 410 6566
(DAP)
%‘;TPO” I g Olle =552 107 Ooi Keat Hin 016- 417 1331
) (PKR)
- - - Francis a/l Joseph (PKR) 012 - 474 3321
En. Mohd Shaipol Bin Ismail 012-571 2250 - —
(DAP) Cik Ramlah Bee Binti 016 - 422 2142
Asiahoo (PKR)
En. Mohamed Yusoff Bin 04 - 657 7464 (Tel)
En. Guanalan a/l 013-4853128
Sengalaney J Mohamed Noor (PAS) 012-4728114
(DAP) Encik Iszuree Bin lbrahim 016 - 443 3205
(PAS)
E/?dgg%”(‘giﬁkem” US| BPRalA0 Sr. Mohd. Zahry bin Shaikh | 012 - 472 6725
chanderasekeran@mpsp. Abdul Rahim (NGO)
gov.my Encik Teh Lai Heng (DAP) 016 - 445 9808
En. Mohamad Zainudin 013-45 47 009
b Ofhman (PKR) Encik Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
mohamadzainudin@mpsp. (DAP)
gov.my Encik Prem Anand a/I 012-412 2558
— Loganathan
En. Ahmad Farid bin Md. 019-540 9396 (DAP)
Arshad (PKR 04-3979796 (F
O,fm%df(oﬁdg@mmo I (Fax) Encik Tan Seng Keat 012- 438 6191
- - (PKR)
En. Johari bin Kassim (PKR) | 019-449 1450 Tuan Haji Mohd Rashid Bin | 019 - 456 0077
johari@mpsp.gov.my Hasnon
Abdul Latif bin Abdullah 019-560 57 55 (PKR)
(PKR) Muhammad Sabri Bin Md 013 - 432 0207
abdul latif@mpsp.gov.my Osman
(PKR)
En. Lim Eng Nam 016-411 44 00 :
Mohd Taufik B | 012 - 438 0873
(PKR) 04-588 0818 (Tel) (PER) S e
peterim@mpsp.gov.my 04-588 0885 (Fax)
Tahir Jalaluddin Bin Hussain | 012 - 463 5959
Puan Kusala Kumari @ Rynu | 019-54 63 257 (NGO)
a/p A. Shanmugam (PKR) Dr. Lim Mah Hui 012- 422 1880
kusala@mpsp.gov.my
(NGO)
En. Amir bin Md. Ghazali 013-584 8386 Encik Sin Kok Siang (NGO) 016 - 422 2255
(PKR) 04 - 521 1987 (Fax) Ng Chek Siang (PKR) 016 - 470 7089

amir@mpsp.gov.my

perisaihebat@gmail.com

En. Ahmad Kaswan bin
Kassim

(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov.
my

019- 408 4899

En. Lim Tau Hoong 019-446 35 51
(NGO)

thlim@mpsp.gov.my

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 013-430 2096

(NGO)
lttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

En. Ahmad Tarmizi Bin
Abdullah
(NGO)

013-414 4822

En. Loh Joo Huat
(DAP)
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my

012-4221133

En. Ong Koon Liak
(DAP)
klong@mpsp.gov.my

012-4277868
04-530 0363 (Tel)
04-538 6950 (Fax)

Puan Sarina binti Hashim 013-50 00 155
(PKR)

sarina@mpsp.gov.my

En. Md Jamil Bin Abd 019-4490007

Rahman
PAS)
mdjamil@mpsp.gov.my
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Kalendar Pelancongan

Pulau Pinang Nov 2012

13hb November
Deepavali

Little Indian

9pg - 11mim

18hb November

Allianz Penang Bridge
International Marathon 2012
Queensbay, Penang &
Jambatan Pulau Pinang

2pg - 10pg
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www.buletinmutiafaicom

Buletin Mutiara boleh diperoleh di :

- Pejabat-pejabat ADUN

- Pejabat-pejabat Kerajaan Negeri

- Pejabat-pejabat PBA

- Bukit Bendera

- Pasaraya-pasaraya sekitar Pulau Pinang
- Hospital-hospital Kerajaan dan Swasta

- Pejabat-pejabat NGO

- Edaran rumah ke rumah

Jenis Iklan Saiz Kos
(sebulan,RM)
Satu Muka 25sm(w) x 32sm(h) 15,000 (*)
Surat

Separuh 25sm(w) x 1ém(h) 7.500 (*)
Muka Surat
(melintang)

Separuh 12.5sm(w) x 32m(h) 7.500 (*)
Muka Surat
(menegak)

Bagi Maklumat Lanjut, Sila Hubungi :

Shawal Ahmad:

04 - 650 5550, 04 - 650 5256, 012 - 424 9004
shawal@penang.gov.my atau shawal?004@gmail.com
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Sponsorship for squash champ

Wee Wern

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

SQUASH, which has put Penang on the world
map, received a further boost when national
number two Low Wee Wern obtained sponsor-
ship worth RM60,000 for two years from Per-
badanan Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang Sdn Bhd
(PBAPP) and Nusmetro Venture (P) Sdn Bhd.

Wee Wern, 22, who started a colourful and
dynamic junior career in squash when she was
nine years old, is now ranked world number
nine - not an easy feat to achieve.

Wee Wern was in the Chief Minister’s office
on Oct 18 together with her coach Aaron Soyza,
PBAPP general manager Jaseni Maidinsa and
Nusmetro managing director Thomas Chan for
the award ceremony.

Chan, a squash player himself, thanked the
state for being supportive of the sport.

“This is the first time a state is supportive of
squash. We have tried to garner support from
other states in Malaysia including the Federal

Aid for
Tamil school

Government but it’s hard to come by. Luckily
in Penang we have the chief minister and
PBAPP who have the people close at heart. Wee
Wern not just tops in Malaysia, but in the world
as well.”

Jaseni added that PBAPP is very involved in
squash and had set up a squash centre.

“We remember Datuk Nicol David and Wee
Wern who were only little girls when they
started playing. For me as the GM of PBAPP,
we are very proud because the squash centre
has managed to produce another potential world
champion. With the blessings and assistance
from the State government, we hope to con-
tinue to produce world champions.”

Wee Wern thanked the chief minister for
encouraging her and the sponsorship for pursu-
ing the sport as a career.

“PBAPP has offered me a great platform for
my success today,” Wee Wern said in her thank
you speech to the Penang State Government,
PBAPP and Nusmetro.

|[‘
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Wee Wern : PBAPP has offered me a great platform for
my success today.

kindergartens

THE Pakatan Rakyat State Government added
another feather to its cap when, for the first time,
RM100,000 was allocated to kindergartens in 16
SJK(T) schools in Penang.

Schools with a big enrolment were given
RM10,000 each while those with fewer students
were given either RM4,000 or RM6,000.

The cheque-presentation ceremony was held at
Komtar on Oct 17 with Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng presenting the money to those responsible
for the administration of the schools.

Lim said in the past four years, the Penang PR
Government had given RM6.75 million to Tamil
schools in the state.

As the PR Government wants the Tamil schools
to be on par with other schools in the country, the
RM100,000 will help to improve the facilities in
the kindergarten classes and make the environ-
ment conducive for the children to study.

In his speech, Deputy Chief Minister 11 Prof Dr
Ramasamy said that PR Government will always
give assistance to students who need financial
help.

G. Dumany of SJKT Ladang Batu Kawan, who

\/

Tamil kindergartens teachers at the cheque presentation ceremony.

)
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spoke on behalf of the teachers, students and
parents, said they were very happy and grateful
to the PR Government.

“No one in the past had bothered about us. We
had to shoulder the burden of educating the chil-
dren ourselves without any assistance from the
government,” Dumany said.

Latchumanan, the headmaster of Sri Ambal

'y - ’ 1

Kindergarten, Gelugor, said he has two teachers
and 32 students.

The allocation will be used to renovate the
kindergarten classrooms and to buy new equip-
ment for the children.

The headmasters, teachers and some parents
praised the chief minister for his efforts in im-
proving Tamil schools.



Dialight expands LED operatlons

Story by Danny Ooi

MANUFACTURING company Dialight Penang Sdn
Bhd is set to increase its presence here with an ad-
ditional RM3 million investment in the 40,000 sq ft
facility in Penang with another US$1 million to be
invested in the near future.

Dialight chief executive Roy Burton said the
company will expand the operational activities of its
light emitting diode (LED) assembly plant in Penang
soon to include moulding and surface mounting
technology (SMT) operations.

He said moulding operations would start before
this year, while SMT activities would begin next
year.

“Production activities of the plant will also be
expanded to include Dialight’s LED fixtures for
industrial hazardous applications,” Burton said after
the launch of Dialight Penang by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng.

“The Penang plant would supply high brightness
LED lighting for use in the oil and gas, mining, and
the hazardous industrial sectors in Asia.

“This is our first facility in Asia. Malaysia was
chosen for its low labour cost, ease of doing business
and the government support,” he said.

Burton added that choosing Penang was in line
with the company’s expansion plans that bring them
closer to customers in Asia.

“We will source about 50 per cent of the raw ma-
terials used in our LED lighting products from small

B ¢ —
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Burton says the company has mvested US$1 million (RM3.06 m|II|on) in the 40,000 sq ft facility in
Penang. On the left is Dialight Penang’s plant manager, E. lllamaran.

and medium enterprises in Penang,” he said.

Lim said Malaysia has a 10 per cent world market
share for LED, with three of the world’s five largest

LED makers located in Penang.

“The fact that Penang was chosen as the site for
its manufacturing plant by Dialight speaks volumes
for the state, as a safe, green and livable city,” he

added.

Food and fun falr to mark World Chlldren s Day

Story by Danny Ooi

PENANG Turf Club together with
the Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) and Penang Mental Health
Association, Penang Toy Story Pro-
ject and Two Way Centre Penang are
jointly organising this year’s World

Children’s Day Food and Fun
Fair.

The event will be held on Nov 4
from 9am to 3pm at Youth Park
(Majlis Perbandaran Pulau Pinang).

Event organising committee
chairman Dr Sim Joo Seng thanked
the Penang Turf Club for continu-
ously making donations for two
years in a row to benefit charity or-
ganisations.

He said the Penang Mental Health
Association (PMHA) is running out
of fund to upkeep the Two Way Cen-
tre which provides for 200 special
needs children from Penang and
Kedah.

“The centre needs about RM 120,000 yearly to
carry out its activities,” he said at a press confer-
ence at the Equestrian Club of Penang Turf Club
on Oct 17.

During the function, Penang Turf Club donated

e
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World Children Day’s organising committee chairman, Dr Sim Joo Seng (fifth
from left), EXCO for Youth, Sports and Women Development, Lydia Ong Kok
Fooi (sixth from left) joining Penang Mental Health Association and Penang
Turf Club members for a group photograph

RM10,000 to the Penang Mental Health Association.

Among those present were exco for Youth,
Sports and Women Development Lydia Ong Kok
Fooi and Penang Turf Club general manager Leow
Khin Meng, committee member Saw Lip Khai,
events and communications manager Adeline Goh
and State Recreation, Tourism and International

Communications director Mohamed
Akhbar Mustapha.

Sim called on other non-gover-
mental organisations (NGOs) to
come forward and emulate the Pen-
 ang Turf Club’s corporate social

responsibility project in seeing to the
needs of the underprivileged in the
community.

““The NGOs can also contribute
by buying coupons for the World
Children’s Food and Fun Fair and
allow more children from the various
Homes to attend the event,” he
added.

Meanwhile, Ong said the State
Government has been giving out
cash grants over the last four years
to help welfare homes carry out their
daily activities to benefit the less
fortunate in society.

“We hope the Federal Government
will also do its part in helping out
here,” she added.

The proceeds from the World Children Day Food
and Fun Fair are in aid of Two Way Centre which
is run by PHMA to provide therapy for children
with learning difficulties.

For more information, email to worldchildrens-
day2012@gmail.com. .



Heritage,
Entertainment,
Culture &
Nature

An Evening of Lights at Khoo Kongsi

27.10.12 / 24.11.12 / 29.12.12
7.00pm to 10.00pm

Come and experience an evening of lights at the amazing Khoo Kongsi
with Chinese Cultural Performances, stalls selling handmade knick
knacks and famous Penang food!
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Tourist Information Centre

No. 10 (Ground Floor), The Whiteaways Arcade, Lebuh Pantai, George Town, 10300 Penang, MALAYSIA ,"’I_ D> Lehan
T/ +604 263 1166 E/ info@penangglobaltourism.com | | By GUOBAKTOURISH
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The condolence message left by Lim.

THE late Datuk Bro Charles Levin was
described as ‘a selfless servant of God!
Exemplifying the nobility of humanity’,
by Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who left
a condolence message on Oct 15 at the St
Xavier’s Institution chapel and echoed
what many felt: “Penang will miss you!”

Bro Charles Levin (Karl Henry Theodor
Wolff) was the longest-serving Brother
Director of the oldest formal surviving
school in the country, St Xavier’s Institu-
tion, Penang.

He passed away after a fall. He was 85.

In aletter by Datuk Dr Goh Cheng Teik,
a former student, Goh had talked fondly
of Bro Charles.

He wrote: “When Brother Charles
taught me in the early 1950s, there were
about two dozen La Salle Brothers teach-
ing in St Xavier’s and the feeder schools
(St George’s Balik Pulau and Assumption
School, Butterworth). It is no exaggeration
to say their quality of teaching could match
that of the top schools in Malaysia today.

A ride in silence

Pix by Law Suun Ting
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Bro Anthony Rogers and his former ‘ISA cellmate’ Lim at the chapel. Lim was

Bro Charles

a former La Sallian and stayed in the same cell with Bro Anthony Rogers when
both men were detained under the ISA. They talked fondly of Bro Charles.

“When I went from St Xavier’s to Har-
vard University in 1962, I had no diffi-
culty. I was able to follow the lectures and
read the books prescribed by the profes-
sors. SXI had prepared me well for Har-
vard.”

Lawyer Karpal Singh was one of the
students of Brother Charles.

Two years ago, he recommended

the 16km stretch
from Tanjung
Tokong to George

Brother Charles to the state government
for a datukship.

Without hesitation, the Governor con-
ferred the award on him.

It was a fitting recognition of his ser-
vices.

Labor Omnia Vincit.”

Bro Charles was cremated at the Batu
Gantung crematorium on Oct 16.

Students mill around solemnly at
the chapel, spending time with
Bro Charles before the funeral.

A sombre air hovered at the gathering of 500
cyclists at Precint 10, Tanjung Tokong, on Oct 21.

Usually when cyclists gather, it will be full of
banter and jokes but they were there to take part
in the Safety Ride — In Memory of Yu Wei.

Relatives and friends of Yu Wei were seen
silently shedding tears remembering him.

On Sept 9, Look Yuwei, 28, decided to take a
detour off the Campaign For A Lane (CFAL) by
going through Jalan Tun Sardon on his way home
from Balik Pulau.

As he was coming down the hill, he lost con-
trol of his bicycle and was knocked down by an
oncoming car.

He passed away from severe internal injuries
after reaching the hospital.

GClub organised the ride which was spon-
sored by CIMB Foundation and Precinct 10.

The 500 cyclists rode in silence throughout

Town heritage area
and back. i

Chief Minister | §
Lim Guan Eng |'%
joined the ride and |
gave Yu Wei’s fa-
ther Look Cheow
Heng a hug before
he delivered a short
speech.

“This event is
organised in mem-
ory of a fellow fallen cyclist, Yu Wei. It is also
to impart a crucial message to all road users
alike. Yu Wei’s accidental death has been an
eye opener for all road users. We want to
advocate the culture of sharing among all road
users. Bicycles are as much a part of the traf-
fic as other road users,” Lim said.

Cheow Heng who Iost
his son Yu Wei had to
hold back his emotions
when he reminded other
cyclists to be safe on the
road.

Cyclists observing a minute of silence in memory of Yu Wei.
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CHIEF MINISTER OF PENANG INCORPORATED

QUOTATION NOTICE

QUOTATION NO :Bil. CMI/ 3 /2012

Quotations are invited from companies registered with ePerolehan Negeri Pulau Pinang and Ministry of Finance (MOF) in the supplies/
services/works categories under the Code: 221510 - Parking Lot that is still valid for bidding for the following quotation:

Rental of Land of Chief Minister Incorporated, PT 6562, Mukim 12,
South West District for Parking Lot

2.  Briefing and site visit for those interested in bidding is COMPULSORY. The details are as follows:

Date : 9 November 2012 (Friday)
Time : 9.30 a.m
Venue : PT 6562, Mukim 12, South West District

(Opposite of Krystal Point Business Centre)

3. The quotation document can be downloaded FREE of CHARGE from the Penang State ePerolehan System at url http://ep.penang.
gov.my from 9 November 2012 (after briefing session and site visit).

4.  The completed quotation document must be accompanied by the company’s profile, information on experience and a copy of
the Ministry of Finance certificate in the relevant category code sealed in an envelope with the quotation reference number and title
written at the top right hand corner. The document must be deposited in the quotation box Bil. CMI / 3 /2012 located at Chief Minister
Of Penang Incorporated, Level 47, KOMTAR, 10503 Penang before or on 16 November 2012 (Friday) at 12 noon. Bids submitted
after the date and time specified will not be entertained.

5. Kindly take note that proof of delivery is not proof of receipt and all cost associated with the above bidding of the quotation is the
responsibility of the bidder. Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated (CMI) does not bind itself to accept the lowest or highest or any
quotation. CMI does not have to provide any reason for the rejection, delay nor suspension of any quotation before or on the closing
date of the Quotation offer.

6.  This quotation advertisement can also be accessed via the website http://ep.penang.gov.my/.

General Manager
Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated




The Star urged to show proof

PRESS Statement By Penang Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng In Kuala
Lumpur On 24.10.2012.

Star And Chua Soi Lek Lied And
Should Show Proof That Property Prices
Have Increased Drastically In One Year
From 1st Quarter 2011 To 2012 With The
Price Of Condominiums/Apartments By
411%, Flats By 339%, Low-Cost Flats
By 157% And Detached Units By 103%.

MCA is the Chinese version of Utusan
Malaysia that relies on lies, fear and hate
to survive. MCA is behaving like a
philanderer who proclaims that he is |
moral and upright. The latest lies by
MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Chua
Soi Lek includes the outrageous claim
that Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk
Nik Abdul Aziz Nik Mat was instigat-
ing Muslim men to rape non-Muslim
women because they did not dress
conservatively to cover themselves
up(tunjuk aurat). This outrageous lie
is similar to Utusan Malaysia lying
that I am anti-Malay and anti-Islam
as Nik Aziz had never said that.

Another lie was MCA'’s opposition
that Malaysia is an Islamic state when
former Prime Minister Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad told reporters yes-
terday that MCA had never objected

Penang State Government condemned
criminal charges against tax dodgers

Story by Danny Ooi

when Malaysia was declared an “Is-
lamic country”. On September 29, 2001
the nation’s fourth PM unilaterally de-
clared Malaysia as an Islamic country in
a political speech at the Gerakan party’s
national delegates conference. Chua was
already a Johor State EXCO member at
that time. Neither MCA nor Gerakan
objected, in fact both supported what
Mabhathir said.

The latest lie by Chua is that the Pen-
ang Government is depriving more than
100,000 local families of the chance to

Artist’s impression of the affordable homes in Batu Kawan

primary focus next year.

“While we have always had the provisions

own houses on the island because of the
drastic increase in one year in the price
of condominiums/apartments (by 411%),
flats (339%), low-cost flats (157%) and
detached units (103%). This is ridiculous
a lie as where did the condominiums go
up by 411% in one year.

Penang must have the highest prop-
erty boom in the world when everyone
knows that the property prices in KL and
Johor Baru are higher than Penang. Can
Chua show proof of such crazy property
price increases? According to the Valua-

___ tion and Property Ser-
vices Department sta-
tistics, the median
price of a detached unit
in Penang had actually

i

gone down from RM469,000 in the 1st
quarter of 2011 to RM 415,000 in the 1st
quarter of 2012. Where is the 103% price
increase of a detached unit?

Star is behaving no differently from
Chua by lying that the price of a detached
unit had soared from RM1.72 million
during the first quarter of last year to
RM3 .5million during the corresponding
period this year. Chua has shown himself
to be without any moral credibility and
political authority amongst Malaysians,
whether Chinese or non-Chinese. He
should not reinforce that by making up
such false facts and figures.

Lim Guan Eng

‘Give us an airport
to be proud of’

“IT is so uncalled for to put tax dodgers in jail
while corrupted leaders escaped with no action
being taken againgst them.

“These offenders should instead be fined up
to 10 times the amount of tax evaded,” Penang
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng told a press
conference at KOMTAR on Oct. 4, Lim was
commenting on the Internal Revenue Board
move in sending “a strong message to errant
taxpayers” that it will be launching criminal
investigation againgst defaulters, in additional
to its civil suits by 2013.

On a lighter note, Lim said if the Pakatan
Government comes into power after the com-
ing General Election, it will abolish the move
to subject tax dodgers to jail term.

It was reported on Oct. 4 that the Inland
Revenue Board (IRB) will go all out to catch
tax evaders next year by enforcing criminal
action againgst them.

Meanwhile, IRB chief executive officer,
Tan Sri Dr Mohd Shukor Mahfar said the ac-
tion against tax evaders would be the board’s

under the law to take criminal action against
tax evaders, we have not been enforcing it,” he
said at a press conference at the National Tax
Seminar in Kuala Lumpur on Oct. 3.

Apart from 69 criminal cases initiated by the
IRB since 2004, the IRB has been taking only
civil action against tax evaders.

Dr Mohd Shukor said the move was a step
forward in encouraging taxpayers to pay their
dues and that many other countries were already
implementing similar measures.

“The burden of proof is on us to prove that
the individual or company had the intention to
avoid paying its dues.

“Of course, we will look at the individual
or company’s track record before deciding
whether to take further action against them,”
he said, adding that only those who were found
to have clearly contravened the laws would be
charged.

“About 20% of Malaysian taxpayers failed
to submit their return forms to the IRB each
year.”

This photo taken by an airport user was sent to the Chief
Minister’s office. Water gushed down from the ceiling in
what was described by the user as ‘water flowing like a
waterfall’ while airport workers tried frantically to mop it
up.

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng has urged the Transport
Ministry to give Penang an airport that the State can be
proud of and not one to be ashamed of. Lim voiced his
concerns after a huge leak happened at the airport on Oct
15. Part of the ceiling collapsed and injured a worker on
the neck. The worker was sent to hospital for observa-
tion. He said after spending RM250 million, the money
will go down the drain if it is not properly utilised. He
wants Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad to take note
and urged its directors to come to Penang as this matter
deserved serious attention.

Lim also quipped that maybe Transport Minister Datuk
Seri Kong Cho Ha should not be so fixated on car number
plates and cameras but instead, should do his job as the
transport minister.

“You can see with your own eyes the seriousness of
the situation,” Lim said when he produced several photos
of the incident.
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Beauties and the bricks

PENANGITES can feel the changes that they
had voted for because some of these changes
come in the form of newer and upgraded mar-
kets, toilets that are pleasant to the eye and
much cleaner, new infrastructure around the
island and mainland and other facilities that
they enjoy.

Behind these projects are architects who
transform ideas into bricks and mortar.

Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian got up close
and personal with two architects, Loh Mei Ee
and Lee Tit Kun, from the Building Department
of the Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP).

Loh and Lee are both holding degree in ar-
chitecture from local universities.

Buletin Mutiara was curious why these two
career women opted for the civil service and
not the private sector where it probably pays
better.

Loh said: “I chose the civil service as it of-
fers the most challenging career as I have a
passion to serve the people and contribute to
public welfare.”

Loh is a petite, soft spoken and calm person
even in the midsts of chaos at construction sites.

Her feminine and delicate touch can be seen
at several MPPP projects such as the Penang
Hill Outdoor Amphitheater with its circular
open air theatre, Bukit Gedung hawker complex
which comes with a children’s play area, the
practical and airy markets at Jelutong and Air
Itam and the resort-style Pantai Emas toilets.

Loh is currently part of yet another exciting
project - the Coastal Bicycling Route.

Contrary to public perception, it is not easy
to translate what the people want into something eve-
ryone can agree upon.

The Penang state government adopts the public
consultation method and everyone’s voice is heard.

So, how does Loh deal with the various demands?

“It’s not easy to design or upgrade a public building.
Public buildings play an essential role in the way a
city develops through time as a vehicle for social in-
tegration. We often receive suggestion, criticisms and
feedback from the public and it is a challenge to inter-
pret and evaluate the criticism to find the best solution.
Therefore, the design process should go through
every detailed consideration, so the potential and inten-
tion of the design can be achieved,” she said.

“Isn’t working in the civil service considered ‘bor-
ing’? Isn’t the work repetitive?” we asked.

Loh offered a different view when she explained:
“The council is actually quite an ideas-generation place
where people put their minds together to come up with
innovative, workable solutions to problems. Here we
are free to develop and express our thoughts and
ideas.

“I hope George Town could move towards being a
Vibrant and Green City with better quality of life, and
preserve our culture, environment and heritage, as I
believe there is a lot of potential for us to tap into a
better future.”

Lee, who is Loh’s colleague, is the other vivacious
female architect whom one can see at MPPP events and
functions.

Although some of the work involves working at

Loh Mei Ee : We often receive suggestion, criticisms and feedback
from the public and it is a challenge to interpret and evaluate the
criticism to find the best solution.

construction sites and ruins, Lee wears beautiful
dresses, elegant kebayas and high heels.

She sportingly got on the tractor in her sarong ke-
baya for the photoshoot after the chief minister offici-
ated the ground-breaking ceremony for the Western
Road Hawker site.

Lee, who is married and has a daughter aged 14
months, has big ambitions.

“My ambition is to become an architect who can
turn my birthplace to be a rich collection of buildings
and structures of various architecture styles so that
when people think of Malaysia it will automatically
reflect Penang such as the role of Shanghai in China,”
she said.

She added: “The civil service offers an attractive
and challenging career to anyone who is ambitious,
aspiring and talented. It is a job which provides an
opportunity to satisfy personal ambitions as well as
indulge in social welfare. A remarkable thing is that it
provides an opportunity to contribute effectively in the
decision making process of the city.”

Lee is not someone you want to shortchange as she
is assertive and will see that work gets done.

Itis not uncommon to see her prancing around sites
to see that MPPP gets what it deserves and contractors
deliver.

Her personal take is: “For me, MPPP money is equal
to my hard-earned money. I will do my very best to
design a building which is up to date and worth the
money within the given budget.

Lee’s designs stand out in several markets and
other buildings. For example, the public toilet at

Cecil Street wet market comes in various strik-
ing colours. The morning hawker stalls at the
Pulau Tikus market have cheerful and colourful
mosaic designs.

“For me, usability is not everything but
should include aesthetic value. Actually the role
of aesthetics concludes that though attractive
things may not score higher in performance
people perceive attractive things as more usa-
ble. So, the importance of aesthetics and its
function is to enhance and improve the usabil-
ity in emotion and design,” she said.

Besides her tasks as an architect, Lee has
been instrumental in several events organised
by MPPP such as the recently concluded TPO
Forum and also the “Making Penang OKU-
friendly”” workshop.

Both architects have gained some inspira-
tions from their “lady boss” who is MPPP chief
Datuk Patahiyah Ismail.

She has been described as committed to
truth, full of empathy, possesses political intel-
ligence and strategic thinking and is full of
integrity.

Patahiyah is seen as a visionary and coura-
geous woman who is not afraid to take calcu-
lated risks in order to explore, promote and
develop a better future for MPPP and Penang.

Ever since Pakatan Rakyat took over the
administration of the Penang state government,
all levels of the civil service have received the
recognition they deserve.

The drain cleaners and road sweepers of both
MPPP and MPSP have been hailed as the un-
sung heroes and given allowances and even
honorary titles by the Penang Governor. Work
sentiments improved when state leaders recognise the
civil servants’ efforts.

Penang certainly can look forward to an even better
future when committed and driven individuals like
Loh and Lee take ownership of their beloved state and
feel empowered to put into reality the ideas and visions
of Penangites through their talents.

Lee Tit Kun : A remarkable thing about civil service is
that it provides opportunity to contribute effectively
in the decision making process of the city.





