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BN's hand in ‘cheap sale’ of Penang land

Story and pix by
Chan Lilian

OVER the last few months, the media
had splashed news about alleged land
scandals and claims by Barisan Nasional
on how the Penang Pakatan Rakyat State
Government had sold off lands and prop-
erties since its administration began in
2008.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, in a
media statement on Sept 3, said: “Pen-
ang BN has acted dishonourably with
lies and threats against the PR State
Government. While the PR State Gov-
ernment will not submit to wild threats
by BN and Perkasa, we want to expose
the lies by BN that demonstrates the
huge disparity between land sales by
BN and PR.”

Lim added: “BN Penang is making a
mountain out of a molehill on the sale of
1.1-acre of land in Jalan Zainal Abidin.
However, the PR Penang State Govern-
ment land sales is nothing compared to
the BN government land sales of 980
acres sold in Tanjung Tokong, 325 acres
near the Jelutong Expressway and 750
acres in Batu Kawan sold to Abad Naluri
Sdn Bhd.”

At the same time, BN has refused to
explain the RM5 million in profits this
year made by two Umno leaders in three
and a half months for acting as a “land
broker” for 31 Malay landowners in
Balik Pulau.

In his press statement, Lim put on
record several facts.

He said:

a) BN is lying for stating that the Jalan
Zainal Abidin or Taman Manggis land
was reserved for public housing and was
sold off to the rich. There is no record in
the Majlis Perbandaran Pulau Pinang

Penang State Exco member for Local Government and Traffic Management Chow Kon Yeow (left) is appointed to head a
Special Exco Committee to probe cheap sale of land in Penang.

(MPPP) planning approval that the previ-
ous State Government had reserved the
1.1-acre piece of land for a low-cost
housing project. The present State Gov-
ernment had initially considered that
1.1-acre piece of land for public housing
but decided that it was too small. Instead
an 11-acre piece of MPPP land in Jalan
S.P. Chelliah was reserved for affordable
housing. Even Housing and Local Gov-
ernment Minister Datuk Seri Chor Chee
Heung had said that affordable and pub-
lic housing requires a minimum of two
acres. Clearly the larger 11-acre plot in

Jalan S.P Chelliah is preferable to 1.1-
acre for affordable housing.

b) The 1.1-acre plot was sold by open,
competitive tender that was even adver-
tised in the Star. Anyone could bid and
the winner must put in the highest bid,
give the State Government 150 parking
lots and be subjected to getting approval
of a hospital licence from the Health
Ministry. The State Government does not
discriminate against any bidders, even
from BN, provided they put up the high-
est price. For this reason, Ivory Group
had successfully bid for the Bayan Mu-

tiara piece of land even though Ivory had
openly supported BN during the 2008
general elections.

¢) BN is shameless for indulging in
personal attacks not just against me and
my family but also my landlady. When I
first rented my house, BN even lodged a
report against me with the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission two years
ago claiming that I actually owned the
house. And now BN makes attacks

e TURN TO PAGE 4
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Lydia keeps Penangites’ calendar
full of healthy activities

PENANG Cleaner, Greener, Healthier and Safer
campaign has certainly taken off well. Nowadays,
one can see an increased number of people cycling,
jogging and walking to keep themselves healthy.

Early morning, Gurney Drive, Youth Park, Bo-
tanical Gardens and other parks in Penang are
crowded with families, senior citizens and health
buffs who adopt a healthier lifestyle by exercising.

Lydia Ong Kok Fooi, Exco member for Youth and
Sports, Women, Family and Community Develop-
ment portfolio has ensured that sport loving Penan-
gites have lots of activities to occupy themselves.

Working together with corporations, hotels, as-
sociations, NGOs and other bodies, Lydia has
charted events for the whole year. Many of these
sports and family-related activities have become so
popular that the participants snapped up the registra-
tion forms.

Two upcoming events like the Gurney Paragon
X-ride 2012 and Rock to Rock Run 2012 have more
interested participants than the organisers anticipated.
These are testimonies that Penangites love to exercise
and are adopting the Penang’s Cleaner, Greener,
Healthier and Safer lifestyle.

Gurney Paragon X-Ride 2012

Gurney Paragon X-Ride 2012 will take place on 7
October, 2012. “Safety is our main concern. As at
23 August, 2012, 818 participants have signed up and
we can only take in another few more before we have
to close registration. Penang is the most active State
in Malaysia to promote cycling. Since December
2008, we have a cycling event almost monthly.”

Lydia who was recently in London for the Olym-
pics 2012 said during a press conference at Gurney
Paragon, “London promoted cycling in 2010 to pre-
pare for the Olympics 2012. The people in London
cycle and though the roads are narrow and not every
road has a bicycle lane, they have adopted a rule
where big vehicles must give way to cyclists.”
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Lydia showing the Calendar of Events printed by her portofolio which listed all the activities and events or-
ganised by her Youth and Sports, Women, Family and Community Development Committee.

Lydia added, “T have a big dream - that Penangites
will also adopt cycling as a mode of transport. It
will not only reduce traffic congestion, people will
be much healthier too.”

Datuk Daisy Ooi of Hunza Corporation announced
that RM25,000 has been raised for charity through
Gurney Paragon X-ride 2012 and the money will be
donated to two charitable bodies. They are the Chil-
dren Protection Society and Crystal Home for or-
phans.

Besides the challenging 50-km route, families can
take part in the Fun Ride with the Chief Minister.
For the Fun Ride, no registration is required. Indi-
viduals with bicycles can turn up at Gurney Paragon
on 7 October 2012 before 7.30 am to ride.

Hard Rock hotel’s ‘Rock to Rock run 2012’
Organiser Hard Rock Hotel is innundiated with
requests from running enthusiasts to register them-

g

Gurney Paragon X-ride 2012 organising committee members and sponsors together with Datuk Daisy Ooi and Lydia Ong in a group photo.

selves in the popular ‘Rock to Rock Run 2012’.
However, Hard Rock has turned down the requests
as they have received the maximum number of 1,600
participants.

Rock to Rock Run 2012 is an initiative by Hard
Rock to serve the local community. It is the third
consequtive year this charity run takes place. Their
aim is to raise RM30,000 for Stepping Stone Support
Centre - a non-profit organization based in Balik
Pulau for people with learning difficulties.

Rock to Rock Run 2012 will take place on 28
October 2012 starting 6.30 am. It will be a fun run
with people in costumes as prizes will be given to 10
Best Dressed Like a Rockstar runners. So, watch out
for Elvis Presley, Michael Jackson, Marilyn Monroe
and other ‘celebrities’ running from Hard Rock Hotel
to Penang Butterfly Farm or Hard Rock Hotel to
Tropical Spice Garden in the 3.8 km Fun Run and
10.2 km Competitive Run.
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Special Committee
to probe land sales

ON 7 September, the Penang State Exco
members met and decided to set up a
Special Exco Committee headed by the
Local Government and Traffic Manage-
ment Exco Member Chow Kon Yeow to
probe the cheap sale of land of at least
4,000 acres of state land and/or identify
even more land that was sold cheaply or
without an open competitive tender.

In a press statement issued by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng on 9 September,
2012, he said, “Chow will head this spe-
cial Exco committee and all Government
Departments especially Land Office, the
two Local Councils and Penang Develop-
ment Corporation are directed to give full
co-operation to him.”

Cheap land sales or even land given
free by BN Government came into focus
when BN highlighted the PR State Gov-
ernment’s sale by open competitive
tender of 1.1 acre piece of land in Taman
Manggis for a private hospital project to
promote medical tourism in Penang.

“Not just BN but Gerakan has lost all
honour and credibility when BN Penang
Chairman Teng Chang Yeow could not
prove his claims that four of my EXCO
members, my political secretary and I had
personal interest in the hospital project.
And why didn’t BN announce to the press
until now that the 1.1-acre piece of land
was reserved for public housing in 2003
nor build the houses from 2003-8, espe-
cially when the so-called public housing
project was also not marked in the layout
plans?” CM Lim questioned.

e FROM PAGE 1

He added, “BN has clearly run out of
political capital when it resorted to not
only attacking members of my family but
also my landlady. As the Taman Manggis
land was by open tender, anyone could
bid. Even my landlady or BN cronies
could also bid and would have been
awarded if they had paid the highest
price. Why drag my landlady when she
or her company did not even bid for the
1.1-acre piece of land?”

CM Lim further added, “For Koh Tsu
Koon or Teng to say that he does not have
government documents is dishonest
when BN could produce alleged docu-
ments of Taman Manggis in 1993. Chow
Kon Yeow would look into the more than
4000 acres of state land or identify even
more land that was sold cheaply or with-
out open competitive tender.”

The 4,000 acres of state land that was
sold cheaply or without open competitive
tender are:-

a) In Tanjong Tokong Reclamation,
under Agreements dated 1990 & 1999,
the developer was given the right to re-
claim and develop 980 acres of land off
Tanjong Tokong at a price of RM 1 per
square foot!

b) 750 acres of land in Batu Kawan
was sold in 2004 at between RM3.05 to
RM 4 per square foot.

c¢) As for Jelutong Expressway, under
Agreements dated 1997, 2002 & 2003,
the developer was given the right to re-
claim 325 acres of land in exchange for
constructing the Jelutong Expressway at
an estimated cost of RM300 million and
cash payment of RM25.4 million. In
other words, the total cost was RM325 4

million for 325 acres or the cost of re-
claimed land at Jelutong Expressway was
RM 1 million per acre or over RM 20 per
square foot. What’s more the developer
can pay RM 254 million over 10 years
from 2005 to 2015 — surely a record for
length of payment period.

d) 80 acres of prime land in Pulau
Jerejak was sold to Urban Development
Authority (UDA) without open tender on
15 January 2001 for a lease period of 60
years at only RM 3.72 per square foot.

e) 1,600 acres of reclaimed land off
Butterworth was given to Rayston free.
Rayston only had to pay RMS50 million
reclamation cost and build a highway
which they are paying through toll col-
lections.

f) 18.7 acres of land in Midlands Court
and over 4 acres in Prangin Mall was sold
by tender but not to the highest bidder.
Instead for both sites, the 2nd highest
bidder was selected.

2) 500 acres of reclaimed land was
awarded without open tender for the Pen-
ang Outer Ring Road (PORR) project.

CM concluded, “Finally if BN is sin-
cere about building low-cost housing,
why is it that BN did not fulfill its prom-
ise to build two 17-storey blocks of low-
cost flats on the present 1st Avenue and
Traders Hotel sites? Selling state land
cheaply caused financial losses to the
people of Penang and was amongst the
many reasons why Gerakan lost all its
seats and BN was rejected in the 2008
General Elections.”

against my landlady that she knows those who ten-
dered for the project. Is BN not now slapping its
own mouth by admitting that I do not own but actu-
ally rent the house? I must be the only chief minister
in Malaysia for being reported to MACC for renting
a house as compared to BN ministers who own
houses.

d) The PR State Government is the only govern-
ment that practises open, competitive tenders for
government projects, including land sales. How then
can land sales such as Taman Manggis at RM232 per
sq ft be sold below market price when it is by open
tender and above the price recommended by the Fi-
nance Ministry’s Valuation and Property Services
Department? When BN claimed that the market price
was RM450 per sq ft, they accepted my challenge to
buy the land at RM450 per sq ft to build public hous-
ing. More than a month has passed and nothing has
happened.

e) Land sold by the State Government serves a

dual purpose of encouraging the development of
critical economic sectors like medical tourism for
Taman Manggis or providing funding of RM500
million to build 18,000 affordable housing units
throughout the state by selling 100 acres of land
in Bayan Mutiara

f) It is untrue to say that there is less government-
owned land when compared with 2008.The Penang
PR State Government is acutely aware of the value of
land in a land-scarce state like Penang. For this reason
PR has ensured that there is more land now owned by
the State Government, both local governments and
the local state agencies combined than compared with
March 8, 2008, when PR first took over.

BN Sold Prime Land In Tanjung Tokong At RM1
Per Sq Ft And Jelutong Expressway Reclaimed Land
At RM20 Per Sq Ft.

Land sales by open tenders are public knowledge
as they are advertised publicly.

The open tenders for land sales by PR State Gov-
ernment has resulted in getting the highest price above
market value - which is in direct contrast to land sales

by the previous BN government. For instance, in the
Tanjong Tokong Reclamation, under agreements
dated 1990 & 1999, the developer was given the right
to reclaim and develop 980 acres of land off Tanjong
Tokong at a price of RM 1 per sq ft!

As for the Jelutong Expressway, under agreements
dated 1997, 2002 & 2003, the developer was given
the right to reclaim 325 acres of land in exchange for
constructing the Jelutong Expressway at an estimated
cost of RM300 million and payment of RM25 .4 mil-
lion.

In other words, the total cost is RM325 .4 million
for 325 acres or the cost of reclaimed land at Jelutong
Expressway is RM1 million per acre or over RM20
per sq ft.

What’s more, the developer can pay RM25.4 mil-
lion over 10 years from 2005 up to 2015 — surely a
record for length of payment period.

“If BN leaders can sell off land so cheaply when
they were in power, what is to stop BN from selling
off Penang again when they return to power?” Lim
asked.



Hundreds turn up for
charity food fair

Story by Danny Ooi

HUNDREDS of people
thronged the compound of Car-
ing Society Complex in Jalan |
Utama on July 28 to visit the
Eden Handicap Service Cen-
tre’s Charity Food Fair.

The people had a fun-filled
day visiting the 100 stalls sell-
ing an array of home-cooked
food and international dishes,
souvenirs and handicraft.

They were also treated to a
variety of stage shows and
games.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng graced the function. Also
present were the Chairman of
the Board of Directors of Eden
Handicap Service Centre, Hen-
ry Tung, its Director, Datuk
Lee Kok Aun, and General
Manager, Bertie Tye.

CM Lim said Eden Handicap Service Centre has
done well in providing a place, where there are
hearts with unconditional love, in reaching out to

people with disabilities.

“I am indeed glad that there are people who care

enough to set up such facilities to train people with
disabilities to be developed into their full potential
and be self-reliant,” he added.

Meanwhile, Bertie Tye said the goal of the food
fair was to raise RM200,000 in order to provide free

services to people with
disabilities such as train-
ing, hostels, employment,
community services,
~# transportation and a shel-
tered workshop.

“This is the ninth con-
secutive year in which
our Centre is organising
its annual charity food
fair.

“Keeping our expens-
1 es within budget has al-
ways been a challenge.

Our monthly expendi-
ture for the three hostels,
employing the disabled,
renting the two premises,
allowances for trainees at
sheltered workshop,
transportation, food, em-
ploying staff amounts to
RM70,000,” Bertie Tye
said.

He added that at the present moment the centre
has 145 people and its community service unit is
servicing and providing food aid, medical assis-
tance, transportation and other service facilities to
some 30 families in the community.

Penang L1ttle Indla Traders Shoppmg Carnival

Story by Danny Ooi

HUNDREDS of local people and for-
eign tourists flocked to the Little India
enclave on August 18th for the open-
ing of Penang Little India Traders
Shopping Carnival.

The 16 - day carnival ended on
September 2. It was opened by CM
Lim Guan Eng.

Joining CM Lim during the launch
was EXCO Chow Kon Yeow and the
President of Penang Indian Chamber

of Commerce and In-
dustry, N. Vasan-
tharan.
CM Lim in his
speech said this year’s
function is the First
Shopping Carnival organised by the
traders in Little India Penang with the
support of Penang State Government.
He said Little India in Penang takes
on a festive atmosphere this year for
it is crowded with shoppers who are
preparing for Hari Raya and Deepav-
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ali celebrations.

“Along the streets in Little India,
every one can find shops selling eve-
rything Indian,” CM Lim added.

He said the carnival was organised
in conjunction with our country’s 55th
Merdeka Day celebration.

File photo of a saree shop in L|ttIe India wh|ch enjoys brisk busmess especially durmg festivals
like Deepavali and Thaipusam

“As a UNESCO World Heritage
City, Penang is proud of our Indian
heritage, which is on full display in
Little India. I am confident that the
traders in Little India will continue
this carnival regularly in the ensuing
years,” CM Lim said.



Children
colour to

add
hills

on Merdeka

Story by Danny Ooi

ON Merdeka Day, August 31, the Youth
Park Station 3 area was a hive of activity
where the 6th Merdeka Day Colouring and
Drawing Competition was held.

Some 200 children aged 4 to 12, took
part in the competition which was divided
into three categories:

Category A - for children aged from 4
to 6 years, Category B — for children aged
from7to 9 and Category C — for children
aged from 10 to 12.

Participants were given 2 hours, from
3.30pm to 5.30pm to do the drawing and
colouring for their entries.

The top three winners in each category
took home RM200 cash and a trophy,
RM100 cash and RM50 respectively.

CM Lim Guan Eng gave away prizes to
all the winners after the competition.
Earlier he was accompanied by his wife,
Betty Chew , Bagan Jermal Assembly-
member Lim Hock Seng, Co-ordinator for
Air Putih , Hong Kian Beng and members
of the Media for the hike up to Station 3.

Children waving the Jalur Gemilang to show their patriotism d
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group photo session on top of Station 3, after the Merdeka Day Colouring
& Drawing Competition.
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UP For Grabs

New hope for Sandilands
Foreshorelresi_dents

Story by Danny Ooi g |

FOR housewife Loh
Bee Luan, 67, the visit
of CM Lim Guan Eng,
Exco Member Chow
Kon Yeow and Assem-
blymember Padang
Kota Lau Keng Ee to
her dilapidated wood-
en house at Sandilands
Foreshore area, off
Lebuh Sandilands in
George Town on Au-
gust 22, was like hav-
ing a new breath of life
for her family.

For the last 40 years,
the 60 families living
there have to undergo
sleepless nights when
there is a heavy down-
pour, as their houses are soaked with water from leaking roofs. Flood
occurs when the sea level rises.

“We also have to look out for snakes, and other creatures like
monitor lizards,” Loh told Buletin Mutiara during CM Lim’s visit.

“We are very happy, if the State Government can help to re-build
our houses,” she added.

Meanwhile, CM Lim said the primary purpose of his visit was to
find out if the residents in the area accepted the option of being
given an alternative accommodation if the State Government were
to rebuild the area to improve the living conditions of the residents.

“We are still in the initial stage to get feedback from the residents.
If everything goes well, we will go on to make surveys, which involve
all the related departments,” CM Lim added.

“Hopefully, in the very near future we can bring a new lease of
life to the residents in the Sandilands Foreshore area,” CM Lim said.

happy to greet their Assemblymember
Lau Keng Ee.
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Representatives of Taman Sungai Duri Permai House Owners posing for a group photograph.

Story by Danny Ooi, Pix by Law Suun Ting

ASAS Dunia Bhd’s managing director Datuk
Jerry Chan Fook Sing said feedback from new
house buyers showed that they have to give up
hope of buying houses due to difficulty of get-
ting their loans approved by the banks.

“I hope the Penang State Government could
initiate a scheme to issue soft loans to appli-
cants in this category, to help them in their
plight,” he said during the handing over of keys
to house owners of Taman Sungai Duri Permai
in Sungai Bakap by CM Lim Guan Eng on
August 25.

A total of 114 low cost and 30 low medium
cost houses costing RM80,000 per unit and
RM90,000 per unit respectively were among
the types of houses built under the Taman Sun-
gai Duri Permai housing project. The other type
of houses includes 224 affordable house under
the “Town House” category, which cost
RM38,000 per unit.

CM Lim lauded Asas Dunia Bhd, for having
completed the housing project ahead of schedule.

Among those present were Deputy Chief
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Happy house owners of Taman Sungai Duri Permai

Minister I, Datuk Mansor Othman and Housing,
Town and Country Planning Exco Member,
Wong Hon Wai.

CM Lim said Datuk Jerry Chan deserved
praise as the company was willing to bear the
loss of around RM7 million to take up and
complete the housing project at Taman Sungai
Duri Permai which was abandoned 16 years
ago.

CM Lim added that some 12,000 units of
low cost and low medium cost houses have
been built since 2008.

“More than 3,000 units of affordable houses
were built by the State Government through
Penang Development Corporation, while more
than 8,000 units were built by private develop-
ers,” he added.

CM Lim said the State Government also
plans to build 18,000 units of affordable
houses at Batu Kawan in phases.

“This commitment proves wrong the claim
by the Opposition party that the Pakatan State
Government has failed to build affordable
houses for the benefit of Penangites,” he
stressed.

Robbed twice
at Cheeseman Road

Story by Danny Ooi

FOR D.S. Varinder Kaur, 41, it was like a normal walk home
after being dropped off by a friend at Jalan Cheeseman at
9.30pm on August 28.

But things took a sour turn for her when she saw two men
on a motorcycle approaching her.

Varinder Kaur, who is Datuk Keramat’s ADUN, Jagdeep
Singh’s personal assistant said she quickly walked over to a
neighbour’s house in Jalan Cheeseman that has a closed
-circuit television camera installed.

“However, one of the men managed to snatch my gold
necklace but he fell off the machine.

“Eventually, he got up and fled with his accomplice,” she
told a Media Conference at Komtar on August 29.

She lodged a police report at Jelutong Police Station over
her loss totalling about RM1,500.

Varinder Kaur said it was the second time she was robbed
at the same place. The first was at a bus stop several years
ago.

Jagdeep Singh who was present at the Media Conference
said he would write to the Penang Police Chief Deputy Com-
missioner Datuk Abdul Rahim Hanafi to step up police patrols
in Jalan Cheeseman and other areas.

Varinder with her boss Adun Jagdeep Singh Deo at the
Media Conference.
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Imperial Sponsor For Penang Green Expo 2012

PENANG'S FIRST GREEN HOMES

THELIGHT

WATERFRONT
FPENANG

R
green
Eluiltlm
indax

Gl PROVTSIONAL CERTIFED

To show that [|M Land Berhad cares, we do not only make you beautiful places you call home, we ensure that the surrounding space and
environment are also protected and cultivated to its full splendor to allow your children to be able to enjoy the world as it is. With all the eco-
friendly elements incorporated inta THE LIGHT development, we are proud to share with you that THELIGHT L INEAR, THELIGHT POINT
THELIGHT COLLECTION | & THELIGHT COLLECTION Il had been awarded with the Provisional GBI (Green Building Index)

Certification, Come join us to make a difference in the way we live.

Visit Us at Penang Green Expo 2012 * Venue: PISA, Penang * Date: 22-23 September 2012 « Time: |0am - 6pm

g I | EDGE
Jeluteng Development Sdn Bhd (210034-H) ki' ’Zéfoﬁ IJ M LAN D
. 1
Suite 16-01, Menara ||M Land, |, Lebub Tunku Kudin 3, | 1700 Gelugor, Penang, Malaysia TEN L ’:?'Wﬂff A @c g3
T:604-296 1333 F: 604-296 1334 wwwihelightwaterfrontcom . I&2077 1O | F
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‘The Most Creative
Mooncake Competiti
12pm - 7pm

Buskers'Fest
for Charity 2012
2pm 7pm

"The Maost Creative
Lantern Competiti
10am - 10pm

10am - 10pm

Hotlmes +603 404 800
Faxy+603 404, 70097%
Email: enqu|r|esuv9-crea gion.com
Website: www. 9-creativision.com |
FB"www facebdok.com/cteativison

‘The Lantern
Parade
7:30pm - 10pm

Games, Lucky
Draws & Contests
10am - 10pm

Organiser Endorsed by Supported by

CREATIVISION

tor creative events

Executive Sponsor for Penang Green Expo 2012
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Energy effectively saved
with shorter warm-up time
by utilizing the Induction
Heating technology that
reduce power consumption.

The quantity of consumables
used is drastically reduced due
to the long-life consumables.
This contributes to less waste
for the environment.

The Simitri Polymerised
Toner gain achieved almost
40% reduction of C0?
emissions compared to
conventional pulverization
toner during production.

The dramatic reduction of

volume and weight of

bizhub packaging increase
& transportation efficiency
with a low CO? emissions.

Improved noise reduction of
parts such as fan, paper feed,
drive unit, DF and finisher
contributes to the ideal
industry level of quietness.

bizhub#




SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MPSP 2011 (1 JAN. 2012 - 31 DIS. 2012)

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MPPP 2011 (1 JAN. 2012 - 31 DIS. 2012)

Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
En. Sim Chee Keong (DAP) 012-590 75 07 Zulkifli bin Mohd. Noor (DAP) [ 012 - 483 0878
stevensim@mpsp.gov.my Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 42822 50
En. Teoh Seang Hooi (DAP) 019-412 99 96 (DAP)
shteow@mpsp.gov.my 04-594 1231 Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
En. Soon Lip Chee (DAP) 012-4290 163 Lim Siew Khim (DAP) 016 - 531 6026
lcsoon@mpsp.gov.my Lim Cheng Hoe 016 - 438 4809
(DAP)
(ESA\;')SVO”OM” @l Kumere) 811-2?;3;732138(@” Tan Hun Wooi (DAP) 012 - 488 0409
visvanathan@mpsp.gov.my | 04-502 1667 (Fax) En. Ong Ah Teong 012 - 410 6566
(DAP)
%‘;TPO” I g Olle =552 107 Ooi Keat Hin 016- 417 1331
) (PKR)
- - - Francis a/l Joseph (PKR) 012 - 474 3321
En. Mohd Shaipol Bin Ismail 012 -571 2250 : —
(DAP) Cik Ramlah Bee Binti 016 - 422 2142
Asiahoo (PKR)
En. Mohamed Yusoff Bin 04 - 657 7464 (Tel)
En. Guanalan a/l 013-4853128
Sengalaney J Mohamed Noor (PAS) 012-4728114
(DAP) Encik Iszuree Bin lbrahim 016 - 443 3205
(PAS)
E/?dgg%”(‘giﬁkem” afls. | ezt Sr. Mohd. Zahry bin Shaikh | 012 - 472 6725
chanderasekeran@mpsp. AseldiRelm (MNES)
gov.my Encik Teh Lai Heng (DAP) 016 - 445 9808
En. Mohamad Zainudin 013-45 47 009
Tiagpabl (PKR; oel Encik Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
mohamadzainudin@mpsp. (DAP)
gov.my Encik Prem Anand a/I 012-412 2558
— Loganathan
En. Ahmad Farid bin Md. 019-540 9396 (DAP)
Arshad (PKR 04-3979796 (F
o,zsm%df(mdg@mmo I (Fax) Encik Tan Seng Keat 012- 438 6191
- - (PKR)
En. Johari bin Kassim (PKR) 019-449 1450 Tuan Haji Mohd Rashid Bin | 019 - 456 0077
johari@mpsp.gov.my Hasnon
Abdul Latif bin Abdullah 019-560 57 55 (PKR)
(PKR) Muhammad Sabri Bin Md 013 - 432 0207
abdul_latif@mpsp.gov.my Osman
(PKR)
En. Lim Eng Nam 016-411 44 00 :
Mohd Taufik B | 012 - 438 0873
(PKR) 04-588 0818 (Tel) (PER) S e
peterim@mpsp.gov.my 04-588 0885 (Fax)
Tahir Jalaluddin Bin Hussain | 012 - 463 5959
Puan Kusala Kumari @ Rynu | 019-54 63 257 (NGO)
2 B IS EE S AR Dr. Lim Mah Hui 012- 422 1880
usala@mpsp.gov.my (NGO)
En. Amir bin Md. Ghazali 013-584 8386 Encik Sin Kok Siang (NGO) 016 - 422 2255
(PKR) 04 - 521 1987 (Fax) Ng Chek Siang (PKR) 016 - 470 7089

amir@mpsp.gov.my

perisaihebat@gmail.com

En. Ahmad Kaswan bin
Kassim

(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov.
my

019- 408 4899

En. Lim Tau Hoong 019-446 35 51
(NGO)

thlim@mpsp.gov.my

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 013-430 2096

(NGO)
lttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

En. Ahmad Tarmizi Bin
Abdullah
(NGO)

013-414 4822

En. Loh Joo Huat
(DAP)
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my

012-4221133

En. Ong Koon Liak
(DAP)
klong@mpsp.gov.my

012-4277868
04-530 0363 (Tel)
04-538 6950 (Fax)

Puan Sarina binti Hashim 013-50 00 155
(PKR)

sarina@mpsp.gov.my

En. Md Jamil Bin Abd 019-4490007

Rahman
PAS)
mdjamil@mpsp.gov.my

BULETIN MUTIARA

Tingkat 47, Komtar,
10503 Penang
Phone : 04-650 5468
Fax : 04-261 5923
Email: suaracat@gmail.com

EDITORIAL

Editor
Chan Lilian (English)
Tam Poh Guek (Chinese)
D.Bhavaneswari (Tamil)

Assistant Editors :
Albert Benedict Manikam (Proof Reader)

Writer
Danny Ooi (English)
Shum Jian Wei (Chinese)
P.Parameswari (Tamil)

Photographers :
Chan Lilian, Law Suun Ting,
Mohd. Hafiz Taijudin and Alissala Thian

Graphic Designers :
Loo Mei Fern, Idzham Ahmad
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Kalendar Pelancongan
Pulau Pinang Sept 2012

29hb September

Pesta Tanglung Seberang Perai
Insa Dunia, Kampung Baru,
Bukit Mertajam

10am - 12am

30hb September
Mid-Autumn Lantern Festival
Padang Kota Lama

mulai 7 petang

ICSLANEXAN BISNES
IANDAYD I

utiaa

www.buletinmutiafa.com

Buletin Mutiara boleh diperoleh di :

- Pejabat-pejabat ADUN

- Pejabat-pejabat Kerajaan Negeri

- Pejabat-pejabat PBA

- Bukit Bendera

- Pasaraya-pasaraya sekitar Pulau Pinang
- Hospital-hospital Kerajaan dan Swasta

- Pejabat-pejabat NGO

- Edaran rumah ke rumah

Jenis Iklan Saiz Kos
(sebulan,RM)
Satu Muka 25sm(w) x 32sm(h) 15,000 (*)
Surat

Separuh 25sm(w) x 1ém(h) 7.500 (*)
Muka Surat
(melintang)

Separuh 12.5sm(w) x 32m(h) 7.500 (*)
Muka Surat
(menegak)

Bagi Maklumat Lanjut, Sila Hubungi :

Shawal Ahmad:

04 - 650 5550, 04 - 650 5256, 012 - 424 9004
shawal@penang.gov.my atau shawal?004@gmail.com



Bridge Express Shuttle Transit (BEST)

The BEST service wos introduced by the Penong State
Government in March 2011 os the country's first park and ride
service as an elfort to promole more eflicien! connectivity via
public transport in the state. On averoge. some B0O passengers
commule belween Penang island and the mainiond daily.
From 3 September 2012, in oddition 1o the existing pork and ride
hub at Sunway Carnival Mall, the BEST service intfroduced two
new feeder hubs at Bandar Perda and Auto City at Juru.

Save on fuel and toll charges, park your cor and toke o free ride
on the BEST service. If you stay on the mainiand and drive to
work daily in Ihe Bayan Lepas FiZ, the BEST service s made for
you, Park your car at Sunway Camival Mall for RM1.00 [per
entry) or park for FREE a! Bandar Perda and Aulo City, BEST
covers all areas in FiZ 1, 2. 3, 4, Technoplex and BLIP, In the
avening, the BEST service lakes you back lo your car.

The express service will now depart from Bandar Sunway,
Bandar Perda and Auto Cily Jurv to FiZ Bayon Lepas, in the
morning ond retum from FIZ area in the evening the operating
period for the express service Is as

follows:

Morning session 6:10am fo 8:10am
Evening session 4:30pm fo é:50pm

Service detail

BEST A - Sunway Camival - FIZ 1, 2 & BLIP (via Queeansibxay)

BEST B - Sunwery Camival - FIZ 3 & BUP [via Queenibay)

BEST C = Surway Camival - FIZ 4 & Technoplex (vio Queensbay)

Junu Feader - Jun Auto-City - Pancng Bidge (NEW)

Perda Feeder - Perda - Penang Bridge (NEW)

BEST Timetable
BEST A, BEST B & BEST C (Sunway Carnival)

1 1 3 4 5 3 td L
ey b ran | o am |eo anbiso amlrio amlrao aslrse am| Ko am
R TGk 430 FM JAS0 PM R0 P ] 530 PAA ]| 550 PAM 070 PM] L3O PM] LSO PM

Feeder Timetable

Perda & Juru Feeder
] 1 2 3 4 3 . 7 L)
Lt g et G0 AM D60 AM | 50 AM 700 AM | 790 AM | 750 AM | R0 AM

B LR LU CHLLE (R LN e L L CRULEE (RT O LR

Map Link Connection

Sunway / JURU / Perda - Queensbhay

0118307 Jujod dnyaid Jo dey

- [ETZ]/[F1Z}

Connectivity to Queensbay Mall

Route Area covered
304 ($ayon Sary- Gurney Pioza) sy Fogoplemery g
304 (Airport- Hospital) 59 ﬁwl.'“'acl".::,:ﬂ Jambul, Relov. Paya

304 (Boyen Borw- Jelty via Jelulong | Boyon Boru, Bukit Gedung, Bukit Jambul, KOMIAR,
Expressway)

y IWIJGIINL Bor, Jin Doto fimail
ﬂﬂ-ﬂdnlﬁrgm % ook 'W oty

30% (bayon Bory-Queentboy) Bayan Bory, Buklt Gedung, Sukit Jambul.

401 (Bofik Pulou-JeHy via Jelulong |Teluk  Kumber,
Expresswoy)

30 Thom bayon e, Bech Jombur KoMTAR P

B vt

(CONNECTIVITY OPERATION TIME: 5.30AM - 11.00PM)

BEST A,B and C Session (Queensbay Mall)

AM | (6:30am - 8:40am) | pm [(5:50pm — 7:15pm))

b www.iwitter.com/rapidpg

Rapid Penang BEST bus movement in FIZ area
* BESTA -

» AM Session - FIZ 1, 2, BLIP & SUNSHINE SQUARE
Sunway Carnival - Bridge Toll - Queensbay -
Q-Dos - Cincaria - Plexus — Emico - Rehon —
Syntax — M-Pol - PSDC - OSRAM - BENCHMARK -
Towa-M = B-Braun - Plexus - B-Braun - Fairchild -
B-Braun - Plexus - Sunshine Square (NEW) -
BJ Complex

® PM Session - FIZ 1, 2 & SUNSHINE SQUARE
BJ Complex - Osram - Benchmark - Towa-M —
B-Braun - Plexus — B-Braun ~ Fairchild - B.Braun —
Plexus = Sunshine Square (NEW) - Queensbay
Mall - Bridge Toll - Sunway Carnival

» BESTB -

* AM Session ;- FIZ 3 & MAYANG MALL
Sunway Carnival - Bridge Toll - Queensbay Mall
- Esquel M'sia (Katolec) - Globelronic
Technology - TPC (AMD) - WD - Escatec — Jabil -
AMD - Mapa Glove (INTEL) — INTEL - Fastron -
Mayang Mall - BJ Complex

® PM Session :- FIZ 3, BLIP & MAYANG MALL
BJ Complex — Mayang Mall - PSDC — M-Pol —
Syntax - Rehon - Emico - Plexus - Cincarla -
Q-Dos - Esquel M'sia (Katolec) — Globefronic
Technology ~ TPC (AMD) - WD - Escatec - Jabil -
AMD - Mapa Glove (INTEL) — INTEL — Fastron —
Queensbay — Bridge Toll — Sunway Carnival

e BESTC -

» AM Session - FIZ 4 & TECHNOPLEX
Sunway Carnival — Bridge Toll - Queensbay -
Venture (M) — KOBE — Follow Me — K.K Chong
Eng. = CPI = WD - Benchmark(Aulomation
Technology) — Benchmark (Dynacraft) — Altera
(NEW) - Shorubber = Motorola = Mini-Circuits -
Elsoft — Tasco — Mox uornlc Electronic — Jabil
— Dell - Dufu Tec Pl - SAM (Blamp)
— Kobay — Linear Seﬂﬂconductor BJ Complex

® PM Session ;- FIZ 4 & TECHNOPLEX
BJ Complex — Venture (M) — KOBE — Follow Me —
KK Chong Eng. - CPI - WD =~
Benchmark(Automation Technology) — Bench-
mark (Dynacraft) - Altera (NEW) - Shorubber -
Motorola — Mini-Circuits — Elsoft — Tasco - MOX ~
Zoomic Electronic - Jabil - Dell - Dufu
Technology - Plexus - SAM (Elamp) - Kabay -
Linear Semiconductor - Queensbay
(if requested) - Bridge Toll = Sunway Carnival



Call for BN Assemblymember
to build bridge in Nibong Tebal

Story by Danny Ooi

DURING his visit to Kampung Berem-
bang on August 25, CM Lim had urged
Barisan Nasional Assemblymember for
Sungai Acheh, Datuk Mahmud Zakaria
to apply for a RM20 million allocation
from the Federal Government to build a
bridge from Kampung Berembang to
Nibong Tebal.

“ I still remember when Pakatan
Rakyat took over the State Government
in 2008, we built a jetty for the fishermen
here,” he added.

CM Lim urged Datuk Mahmud to
carry out his duties by helping the resi-
dents there.

“It has been four years, and nothing
has been done for them.”

CM Lim said with the construction of
the bridge, land price in the surrounding
area would rise resulting in better stand-
ard of living for the residents.

He said two years ago, the State Gov-
ernment wrote official letters to the
Minister in the Prime Minister’s Depart-
ment, Tan Sri Nor Mohamed Yakcop and
the Minister for Rural Development and

Green Oftfice for healthier working environment

Story by Danny Ooi

Township, Datuk Shafie
Apdal, but they did not re-
ply.

“ However, the Penang
State Government is will-
ing to allocate RM20 mil-
lion for building the bridge
if Assemblymember for
Sungai Acheh is under Pa-
katan Rakyat after the next
General Elections,” CM
Lim said.

CM Lim said the current
small bridge over Sungai
Kerian was meant for mo-
torcyclists and that resi-
dents here would want an-
other wider bridge.

Among those who joined
him during the visit was
Chief Minister 1, Datuk
Mansor Othman, Assem-
blymember for Bagan Jer-
mal, Lim Hock Seng, As-
semblymember for Jawi, Tan Beng Huat
and Assemblymember for Sungai Bakap,
Maktar Shapee.

As part of his visit, CM Lim also went

T

Villagers together with the entourage
visited the current small bridge over
the Sungai Kerian.

to several villages in Southern Prai dis-

trict, which included Permatang Tok

Mahat and Taman Sungai Duri Permai.

In his speech at Permatang Tok Mabhat,

Lim said that Senior Citizens Apprecia-

tion Programme would be launched na-
tionwide if Pakatan Rakyat won the
coming General Elections and senior
citizens above 60 years old will receive
RM1,000 annually.

THE Penang Green Office Project aims at support-
ing Penang Green Council’s (PGC) vision by
adopting the Green Office Concept through imple-
mentation of green initiatives in offices.

PGC Vice-Chairman Chow Kon Yeow said the
project would be launched during the opening of
the Penang Green Expo 2012 on September 22 at
Penang International Sports Arena.

“All public sectors and private sectors such as
factories, banks, supermarkets, hotels, trade and
business groups and non-governmental organiza-
tions are invited to participate in this project,” he
told a Media Conference at Komtar on September
6.

Chow said participating offices will have to pass
an online assessment which is available at www.
pgc. com.my, after which they will be eligible to
apply for a site audit chosen by an appointed audit
firm.

“Once certified, offices will have the right to use
the Penang Green Office logo on their company
letterhead, correspondence, advertisements and
other publicity materials,” he said.

Penang Green Council’s Vice-Chairman Chow Kon Yeow (seated, third from right), discussing the Penang
Green Office project with Penang Green Council’s Director Pat Chung (seated, left) and other organising
committee members.

PGC Director Pat Chung said apart from the
tangible and non-tangible benefits, the project was
also an opportunity for people to become socially
responsible citizens.

Chow added that through these offices, Penang
will have a chance to have a ‘green’ makeover to
create a low carbon, cleaner and healthier working
environment for employees.



Much anticipated
TPO Forum
happenlng In Penang
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Models dfeésed in national costurhes frbm -the countries who ére participaiing in the TPO like China,
Vietnam, Russia, Japan, Korea, Indonesia and others posing in front of the ‘Wrap Up’ Rapid Penang

bus.

Story by Chan Lilian, Pix by MPPP

TWENTY seven cities, seven mayors and a host of
people from the tourism industries are going to con-
verge in Penang from 17 to 20 September, 2012. The
5th Tourism Promotion Organisation for Asia Pacific
Forum 2012 (TPO Forum) will be held in Penang.
To promote the TPO Forum and the various ac-
tivities that will be held in Penang, MPPP has carried
out several publicity drives. Many of the programs to
be held during the four days will provide lots of inter-

esting activities for local Penangites and tourists.
Some of them are TPO Festival at Upper Penang
Road, TPO Sculpture at TPO Friendship Park, launch
of Graftiti Park at the Youth Park and others. MPPP
held a “Wrap Up Bus’ launch on 27 August, 2012 at
Queensbay where several Rapid Penang buses were
wrapped with the TPO promotional advertisement.
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng in his speech quipped
that MPPP has uncovered a hidden talent in Penang’s
MPPP Chief Datuk Hajjah Patahiyah Ismail who
designed and wrote the TPO message on the buses.

Thousands of jobs in Penang

A quick check with The Penang CAT centre of Pen-
ang Career Assistance and Talent Centre shows that
there are over 2,000 jobs available in Penang as at
early September 2012. There are positions for Engi-
neers, Programmers, Managers, Technicians and
other vacancies to be filled.

The Penang Career Assistance and Talent Centre,
was set up by Penang Government to assist job seek-
ers with employment opportunities. Talent Centre is
managed by investPenang, a non profit entity of
Penang State Government, with support from the
Penang Development Corporation (PDC), Penang
Municipal Council (MPPP), Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP) and Penang Water Supply
Corporation (PBAPP).

While Penang transforms into an International
City and a Greater Penang, in the name of progress
and ultimately for a better quality of life, what’s

equally, critically important to Penang, is the develop-
ment and availability of its Human Capital.

The Mission of The Penang Career Assistance and
Talent Centre:
¢ Increase the Human Resources pie by retaining
and attracting talent to Penang.
* Bethe resource and networking centre in match-
ing professionals, both Malaysians and global citi-
zens, who want to work in Penang, with employers
who want to employ them.

Vision Statement
e To be the driver of technology and industry for
sustainable economic growth and prosperity for the
people of Penang and Malaysia.

To find out more, visit their website at : http://www.
penangcatcentre.my and join their Facebook Page at
https://www .facebook .com/penangcatcentre

Komtar Tower Run 2012 attracting
international participants

ITis no mean feat to run up 60 floors of Komtar but 1097 participants
from 11 countries did just that on 1 September, 2012. The participants
came from countries like Japan, Kenya, Germany, Australia, United
States and United Kingdom amongst others.
Komtar Tower Run has gained popularity over the years. Started
four years ago, the number of participants has increased each year.
Two young champions in the Junior Category talked to Buletin
Mutiara after receiving their gold medals and RMS00 prize money.
Norsuziana binti Shukri 13 is a student from Sekolah Menengah
Mutiara Intan, Simpang Ampat on the mainland. “This is the first
time I have entered the Komtar Tower Run and am glad that I emerged
the champion in the Girls Junior Category clocking 20:25s. I am
very happy and will treat my family with the prize money.”
Meanwhile, the Boys Junior Category champion is a familiar face
in marathons and other races. Calvin Boon 17 who is a student of
Chung Hwa Confucian School clocked 13:07s . Calvin is a three-

time champion in Komtar Tower Run having won each time he
entered. He was also the winner in the Penang Bridge Run which
was a 10KM run. “Talso represented Penangin SUKMA in Pahang
recently in the 3,000m Steeple Chase event,” Calvin said.
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Champions Norsuziana and Calvin Boon, both students from
Penang grabbed the Champions title in the Junior Category.

File photo from Penang CAT Centre Facebook.



Kuantan Road Market - An 80-yr old
market gets upgraded for the first time

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE Kuantan Road market was built in the 1930s
and this is the first time the market gets a total
upgrading in the past 80 years.

There are 143 stalls inside and outside the mar-
ket building. MPPP will spend about RM450,000
to upgrade the market. Works began on 28 August,
2012 and will complete on 26 May, 2013.

This is the 6th market on the island to get up-
graded. The other markets are at Batu Maung, Air
Itam, Cecil Street, Pulau Tikus and Jelutong. More
markets will be upgraded by MPPP soon.

Chong Boon Hooi, 47, who was helping his
sister at their family stall selling dried seafood and
sundry products told Buletin Mutiara that the stall
has been handed down through generations. “We
have been trading here for 40-50 years. Previ-
ously, there were more people in this market but
due to modern trends, less people are doing mar-
keting, maybe because they have less time to
cook.”

However, Boon Hooi is positive that with the
upgrading and if MPPP solves the current parking
problems, more people will head to Kuantan Road
Market. Boon Hooi praised the Penang State
Government, “They have brought a lot of improve-
ment to the island. Even for this market upgrading,
they came to upgrade the market on their own
accord.”

In his speech, Exco Member Chow Kon Yeow
told the crowd at the morning market, “You have
all been brave enough to vote for a change of gov-
ernment. Today, this Penang Pakatan Rakyat Gov-
ernment you have voted is here to bring the change
you wanted. We want to make sure that you can
shop in comfort at the market. With the upgrading,
you can touch, see and feel the changes.”

MPPP Building Director Yew Tung Seang then
gave Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, Chow and
members of the media a briefing about the upgrad-
ing work involved. CM Lim also went around the
market to meet the people and greeted the traders

Trader Chong Boon Hooi’s family has been trading at Kuantan Road Market for 40-50 years.

—

MPPP Architect Loh Mei Ee (in black), Building
Director Yew Tung Seang, Exco Member
Chow Kon Yeow and Councillor Ong Ah

Teong looking at the artist’s impression of the
Kuantan Road Market.

who were doing brisk business.

Kuantan Road Market is unique because the
old building not only has a signboard with four
languages, i.e. in Tamil, Jawi, Chinese and
English, but the people doing their marketing
and traders also come from all the various eth-
nic races.

After CM Lim had done the ceremonial
brick-laying to mark the beginning of the up-
grading project, he joked, “I hope when the
market is ready in May 2013, we will still be
here to mark the completion of this project.”

Penangites made the brave decision for a
change of Government in March 2008 during
the last General Elections and are now enjoying
the fruits of their act. The Government they have
voted have budget surpluses which enabled
them to channel the money to benefit the people.

“Gerakan’s Teng slanders
for cheap publicity”

Story and pix by
Chan Lilian

THE blue Barisan Na-
sional flags with the
‘dacing’ symbol can be
seen around Penang
Island. Some of these
flags are tied haphaz-
ardly at lamp posts
around Jalan Tanjong
Tokong, Balik Pulau,
Kampung Melayu, Ja-
lan Perak and at other
locations. Buletin Mu-
tiara observed that a
few are leaning danger-
ously, posing a risk to
road users especially
motorbikers.

On 3 September, 2012
MPPP Chief Datuk Hajjah
Patahiyah Ismail slammed
Gerakan Teng Chang Yeow
for wild allegations that MPPP
has removed not only Barisan
Nasional flags but also showed
disrespect by removing the
Jalur Gemilang. The Star re-
ported that MPPP had re-
moved the Jalur Gemilang on
1 September, 2012.

Datuk Hajjah Patahiyah
said, “Teng slanders MPPP
and is trying to smear MPPP’s

File photo of MPPP Chief Datuk
Hajjah Patahiyah Ismail

S b ]
; . V& ﬁ
1 ¢ . $

image and integrity. Teng’s
personal attack on me also
shows that he is trying to
garner cheap publicity. Teng
shouldn’t involve Civil Serv-
ants because we are neutral
and we act professionally.”

Datuk Hajjah Patahiyah
pointed out that Barisan Na-
sional flags were removed
because BN did not obtain
any permit to put up those
flags. She said only a few BN
flags were removed but not a
single Jalur Gemilang was
removed.
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after getting down from his antique
bicycle to present the TYT Governor
with a bunch of pinang (betel nuts).

Although the sun was shining bright
and it was hot, people were not the least
perturbed and they enjoyed the parade
till the end when superbikers vroomed
in with their mean machines and Armed
Forces marched in their camouflaged
uniforms and machine guns.

In a Merdeka Day message issued by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, he said,
“ PR Penang State Government has
proven our commitment to provide good
and clean governance as a basis for
social and economic development.”

The Chief Minister’s full speech is
printed below:

2012 Merdeka Day Message by Pen-
ang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng in
George Town on 31.8.2012

Restoring Public Integrity, Political

Accountability And Democratic Rights
Of The People To Choose Their Elected
Representatives.

In a statement made yesterday, Rural
and Regional Development Minister
Datuk Seri Mohd Shafie Apdal said that
the administration of states under Pa-
katan Rakyat is merely based on the
strong foundations built by the Barisan
Nasional (BN) government for 50 years.

Addressing the Penang State Govern-
ment in particular, he added that, “Lim
Guan Eng may not be able to administer
Penang as a State if its foundation is
not strong.”

Although Shafie’s words were meant
as criticism, he had in fact delivered a
backhanded compliment. By stating that
the success of the PR states is due to
BN’s solid foundations, Shafie is actu-
ally admitting how well PR has gov-
erned, particularly in Penang.

The PR Penang State Government
has proven our commitment to provide
good and clean governance as a basis
for social and economic development.

By institutionalising the CAT
principles of Competency,
Accountability and Transpar-
ency, the Penang State Gov-
ernment has produced budget
surpluses every year, reduced
corruption, saved the MPSP
from near-bankruptcy and
indeed, restored public trust
in government. As a result of
our judicious financial admin-
istration, we have been able
to implement a host of social
welfare programmes that
have succeeded in alleviating
the peoples’ burden as well as
eliminating hardcore poverty.
Apart from providing good
governance, it is very important to
continue pushing for reforms in the
political and economic sphere. In the
last few years, we have made drastic
reforms such as the introduction of
open competitive tenders, the Free-
dom of Information Enactment, insti-
tuted public declaration of assets by
the Chief Minister and the State
EXCO, as well as passing the Local
Government Elections Enactment.
Now, we are attempting to restore the
intrinsic rights of the people by propos-
ing an anti-hopping law to prevent
elected representatives elected on a
party ticket to hop or cross over. We
believe that anyone elected on a party
ticket should resign their seat and seek

a fresh mandate from the people if they
chose to leave the party platform on
which they were elected on. Democracy,
accountability and ethical conduct de-
mands that the voters be given another
opportunity to pass judgement whether
such a decision by the elected repre-
sentative to hop over is acceptable or
not.

We believe that for our country to
move forward, there is no choice but to
restore public integrity, political ac-
countability and the democratic rights
of the people, especially in choosing
their own elected representatives.

LIM GUAN ENG



Buildings to
come alive

Story by Danny Ooi

COME Malaysia Day, September 16, Pen-
ang Town Hall will be the venue of Raya
Light and Sound Show.

Organised by the Penang State Govern-
ment and Penang Global Tourism and
sponsored by IJM Land, the show will see
a mixture of video projection mapping
(VPM) and live boria performance - where
the building will “come to life” and inter-
act with performers outside the building.

“This is possibly the first time an event
of such nature is held in Penang in conjunc-

tion with Hari Raya and Malaysia Day
celebrations,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said at a Media Conference at Komtar
on August 28.

There will be three shows on that day,
8.15pm, 9.15pm and 10.15pm, and each
set will run for about 25 minutes.

During the half - hour intervals between
each set, there will be additional perfor-
mances to entertain the viewers.

Those attending are advised to bring
mats and portable stools for a relaxing
night out in the open, to make the experi-
ence more memorable . Admission is free.

Percuma!

l 6 Sept 2012 7m]m - 1 1m|m

Saksikan dinding dan tingkap-tingkap bangunan warisan

D.H‘DUPKAN dengan muzik!

Satu pengalaman multimedia yang mempamerkan bakat terbaik audio visual Malaysia
Hayati persembahan tradisional boria dan banyak lagi acara untuk dinikmati
Gerai-gerai makanan dan kraftangan juga terdapat di sini

Hotline: 04 263 1166
info@penangglobaltourism.com

Tribute to World War II heroes

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE War Memorial with its obelisk measuring 49
feet high was builtin 1951. According to the plaque
at the site, Chew Kok Kin and his brothers donated
the land for the War Memorial to commemorate the
outbreak of Sino-Japanese War which began with
the Marco Polo Bridge Incident of 7 July, 1937.

To coincide with the 60th anniversary of the War
Memorial inaugaration which was held at 11 am on
11 November, 1951, a scuplture and a 60-foot long
wall relief depicting the transportation volunteers
moving the vehicles on the perilous Burma-China

Road were added in 2011 with contributions from
Penang State Government. A peace column with
flying doves is to symbolise the people against war
and their desire for peace and freedom.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng launched the cer-
emony at 11 am on 11 November, 2011. Since then,
people have visited the spot and learned a bit about
the history of the War Memorial.

Recently, CM Lim visited the War Memorial and
many of the war heroes who are now very elderly
were there to pay
respect to the fallen
heroes. It is be-
lieved that 66 bags

One of the war veteran recalling his experience at the War Memorial to the
younger generation dressed in costumes like the uniforms from 1941 for the
ceremony.
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containing the ashes of a few hundreds fallen heroes
during the Japanese invasion in World War II were
buried beneath the War Memorial.

Although advanced in age, the veterans are still
very dignified in uniforms and can recall vividly
their experiences.

The War Memorial under Kong Ming School as
trustee is located at the junction of Jalan Air Itam
and Jalan Bukit Bendera where the tiny roundabout
is.

IJM LAND é :




Story and pix by
Chan Lilian

THOUSANDS of Civ-
il Servants, school
children, tourists and
Penangites gathered at
Light Street from as
early as 7 am on 31
August, 2012. They
were either taking part
in the Merdeka parade
march or there to cel-

§

cbrate Merdeka with “Sebangsa, Senegara, Sejiwa”

Penang State leaders.

There was an air of
patriotism when the Armed Forces from
the Sungai Ara camp marched in and
Malaysian National Anthem, Negaraku
and Penang State Song Selamat Pulau
Pinang were played. Penang Governor
Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rah-
man Abbas inspected the guard-of-
honour followed by the school choir
from Convent Green Lane.

A total of 107 contigents comprising
of Civil Servants, school bands, super-
bikes, bicycles and others took part in
the Merdeka parade. Two Penang CAT
mascots from the South-West District
Office thrilled the children. A man
drapped in a special costume of the na-
tional flower hisbicus ran up the stage

e TURN TO PAGE 14

ULANG TAHUN
KEMERDEKAAN &
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