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Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Law Suun Ting

PRESSING forward towards
the future, Penang has seen
major developments in vari-
ous sectors over the past few
years.

From new headquarters of
international corporations set-
ting up shop on our shores,

A full frontal view of the newly opened
Hexagon Tech Park, standing tall along Jalan
Gurdwara, off Jalan C. Y. Choy, with easy
accessibility to the UNESCO Heritage Site,
the Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu Expressway and
Penang Bridge.

our future as an international
city in terms of being an so-
cio-economic hub is very
much on the way.

However, one can never
truly push forward, without
correcting mistakes of the
past. In light of this comes, as
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who officiated the opening
ceremony put it, “a new breath
of life”, in the
form of the new
Hexagon Tech
Park.

Hexagon Tech
Park, a 13-storey
building, previ-
ously known as
Adorna Dia-
mond was an
» abandoned pro-
. ject from 14
years ago, dur-
ing Penang’s
previous state
administration.

Now, the re-
vived and re-
branded high-
tech building
stands tall and
breathes new life
where there was
none before.

Revived by
Ferrier Hodgson
MH Sdn Bhd,
the newly-ap-
pointed liquida-
tors as of March
2009, Hexagon

) http:www.facebook.com/buletinmutiara
http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

¥

WHAT’S THIS?... This art work caused a controversy in Johor Baru recently. But, has the ‘robber-

ed after 14 years

in-waiting’ moved to our shores? See pg 6 for full story. Pix by Mark James

Tech Park will be the first
dual-purpose building that al-
lows offices and light indus-
tries to operate with 100%
fibre-optics based high-speed
internet access.

The marketing and rebrand-
ing efforts have been made to
reposition the building, target-
ing to house commercial ten-
ants that require 24/7 opera-
tions, professional firms,
high-tech firms, R&D compa-
nies, software designers and
service centres for high-tech,

high-value storage.

Giving credit where it’s
due, Lim commended the con-
tractor appointed to complete
the project, D’Bright Sdn
Bhd, which is a part of the
Tamarins Group who invested
a total of RM19.8 million to
rehabilitate the building.

Hexagon now has a total of
161 units with sizes ranging
from 700 sq ft to 20,000 sq ft.

“I again would like to com-
mend the companies involved
in the valiant efforts in taking

up this monumental task of
reviving this building.

“The manufacturing indus-
try in Penang contributes 50%
of our GDP, we are now focus-
ing on growing the services
and tourism sector even more.
We believe that Penang has all
the facilities needed to reach
its potential as one of the 31
Business Processing Out-
sourcing (BPO) hubs of the
future.” Lim said as he ended
his speech at the opening cer-
emony.



Rules to avoid bubble burst

THE new housing rules pro-
posed by the state government
at the last state assembly sit-
ting are designed to protect
Penang from being adversely
affected by a property bubble
as well as ensuring that public
housing and affordable hous-
ing are bought by genuine,
qualified purchasers.

Citing Japan as a good ex-
ample of the dangers of a
property bubble, Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng said: “As a
responsible government seek-
ing sustainable economic
growth, we are careful to avoid
the pitfalls of any property
bubble that will bring hardship
to the rakyat and damage the
economy.”

The state government has
set up a RM500 million Public
and Affordable Housing Fund
to build 20,000 units of public
housing and affordable hous-
ing in all five districts of Pen-
ang - the largest amount set
aside by any state government
in Malaysian history to build
affordable and public housing.

“As a people-centric gov-
ernment, the Penang state
government wants to achieve
housing democracy that allows
every working family to own
their own home. Ensuring that
public housing (low cost and
low medium cost houses) is
owned by the poor and genuine
first time buyers is our priori-
ty,” he added.

Among the new housing
rules are:

e Public Housing — Low
Cost And Low Medium Cost
Housing

All low-cost homes (up to

RM42,000) and low-medium
cost homes (up to RM72,500)
purchased cannot be sold for
10 years. Those who wish to
sell during the first 10 years
must appeal to the state gov-
ernment and can only be sold
to “listed buyers”.

e Affordable Housing

Affordable housing is
classified as houses which
were initially purchased

. below RM400,000 on the
island and RM250,000 on
the mainland. Affordable
housing purchased cannot
be sold for five years.
Those who wish to sell
during the first five years
must appeal to the state

government and can only be
sold to “listed buyers”.

¢ Purchases By Non-Citi-
zens

Non-residents can only pur-
chase properties in Penang in
excess of RM1 million and for
landed property on the island
must exceed RM2 million. All

Lim flanked by his two deputies emerging from the Penang State Assembly hall after presenting the Penang Budget 2014.

purchases of properties by
non-residents will be subject
to a 3% levy on the transacted
price from Feb 1, 2014. Ex-
emptions are provided for
purchases for industry pur-
poses or for a purpose that
promotes employment, educa-
tion, human talent or promot-
ing Penang as an international
and intelligent city.

* 2% Levy On Property
Purchased After Feb 1, 2014
Sold Within Three Years

A 2% levy will be imposed
on the seller for all property
sold within three years from
the date of the Sales & Pur-
chase Agreement (SPA) signed
from Feb 1, 2014. In other

Property bubble measures ‘ok’ by REHDA

words, this is not retrospective.
Properties bought with the SPA
signed before Feb 1,2014 will
not be subject to this levy.
Only properties bought with
the SPA from Feb 1, 2014 will
be subject to the 2% levy if
sold within three years. This
2% levy is not applicable to
affordable housing.

“Preliminary discussions
were held between some prop-
erty players and house buyers
but the state government is
prepared for further discus-
sions with all stakeholders,”
Lim said.

For more details on the new
housing rules, visit http://
erumah.penang.gov.my/

Story by Chan Lilian

FOLLOWING the press statement issued by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng regarding the new housing
rules designed to protect Penang from being ad-
versely affected by a property bubble, the Penang
Real Estate and Housing Developer Association
(REHDA) members made a visit to Lim’s office on
Dec 9.

REHDA, represented by its chairman Datuk
Jerry Chan, agreed that some of the steps taken are
the right thing to do. \

“We understand the state’s purpose of implement-
ing these steps and agree that it is the right direc-
tion.

“For example, the curb on the sale of low-cost
and low-medium cost housing means the owners
cannot sell the unit they obtained for 10 years,”
Chan said.

“As for the 3% levy imposed on non-citizen
purchase, I feel that it will be a deterrent but not a
deal-breaker. The 2% levy on property purchased
after Feb 1, 2014 seems fair as well.” Chan added.

However, Chan voiced his concerns and serious

reservations on the affordable housing category.

Chan pointed out that those who already pur-
chased their properties maybe caught by this
ruling.

Therefore, he felt that it is not fair and maybe
not workable for those in this category.

However, Lim assured that the state government
will listen to all sectors.

“By taking these steps, I know I will be very
unpopular. However, we have to take this step. I
am prepared for further discussions with all stake-
holders,” he said.



Story by
Chan Lilian

AIR ITAM assem-
blymember Wong
Hon Wai forward-
ed a question on
the management
of solid waste and
rubbish collection
and asked what
the state’s plan is for the next 10
years.

In reply, exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow provided
a 14-page answer detailing how both
local councils, Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP) and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
handle the solid waste management.

“For MPPP, the planning and im-
plementation in a hybrid system will
be carried out in stages,” Chow said.

Some of these steps include instal-
lation of Global Positioning System,
increase enforcement to monitor the
disposal of solid waste, improve the
quality of cleaning services and man-
agement of solid waste.

There is also a plan to set up a
Waste Disposal Station in Batu Maung
using the Containerised Transfer By
Barge System.

This system
will include
Material Re-
covery Facili-
ty (MRF).

Other dis-
posal systems
and technolo-
gy at the Pulau
Burong Santi-
nary Landfill
Level IV are
mobile lea-
chate treat-
ment plant,
ecopark, mate-
rial recovery
facility and re-
fuse derived fuel.

Meanwhile, for the Jelutong Land-
fill on the island, facilities like recy-
cling services are provided.

“In MPSP, they project to take over
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Managing waste disposal
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the solid waste management by 2014
through the purchase of new vehicles.
More workers will be hired and they
encourage recycling at source which
will reduce the solid waste load to the

Chow answering questions during the proceedings in the assembly.

landfill,” Chow said.

Overall, a lot of emphasis is placed
on educating the public through vari-
ous educational programmes, cleanli-
ness and recycling campaigns.

BN rep invited to meet PDC over ‘Kancil car park’

BARISAN Nasional’s Pulau Betong assembly-
member Muhammad Farid Saad has been invited
to meet Penang Development Corporation offic-
ers over his queries on the multi-storey car park
at the foothill of Penang Hill.

The car park, which earned the infamous nick-
name “Kancil Carpark”, had been demolished due
to the design which was said to be only able to
accommodate the Kancil.

Farid, who raised his questions at the recent
state assembly sitting, wanted to know the project
schedule, demolition cost and cost of building a
new one.

He also wanted to know the state government’s
stand on the delay and also who is responsible
for the delay.

In his reply on Nov 29, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng, who holds the exco portfolio of Land
Matters & Land Development, Information and
Heritage & Non-Islamic Religious Affairs, in-
vited Farid, a surveyor by training, to PDC.

“I acknowledge that as a surveyor, you must
have the knowledge and questions and hence, may

I invite you to PDC and I will ask PDC to meet
you and reply all the questions you may have
related to the project,” Lim said.

“For your information, the architect appointed
to the Kancil car park have had their services
terminated already.”

The officer-in-charge from PDC Consultancy
Sdn Bhd has also been referred to the Perbadan
Akitek Malaysia (PAM) for further action. Lim
further explained that the delay in the rebuilding
of the project was due to the sub-surface condi-
tions where they found that the depth of the
bedrock is 27m and not 7m as reported in the soil
investigation.

A different method of piling, called the jack-in
pilling system, has to replace the micro-pilling
as the latter’s cost is too high for such depth.

“Please be reminded that the original project
was under the management of the federal govern-
ment and Barisan Nasional state government
before 2008. When the BN state government
approved it in 2007, it was handed to PDC to
manage while the client was the Tourism Minis-

try without involvement of the Penang state
government. That’s why when Pakatan Rakyat
helmed the state government in 2008, the state
was not asked to provide any approval or hold
any meeting as the project was approved under
the previous BN administration,” Lim added.

Lim provided the breakdown of the cost to
Farid :

e The old Kancil car park cost RM5.75 million.
e There were 96 parking pays, hence each bay
cost RM59,896.

e The cost of the new building, (after deducting
the office space, retail outlets and food court)
including cost of demolition is RM10.684 mil-
lion. This new building can accommodate 310
parking bays and hence, lower cost per bay at
RM34,465.

The project is expected to be completed by next
May 31 and obtain its Certificate of Completion
and Compliance (CCC) on Sept 1.

The cost of demolition is RM688,000.00 and
the construction of the new building is
RM11,491,073.90 and will be financed by PDC.
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What ‘beautified’
accounts, Lim asks

Story by Chan Lilian

AN obviously angry Lim Guan Eng took MCA’s
Labis MP Datuk Chua Tee Yong to task over his
atrocious claim that the Penang State Government
had “beautified” its accounts to appear good.

“How can he make such an accusation when
the accounts were prepared by the state financial
officer and other top civil servants and audited
and verified by the Auditor-General?” the Chief
Minister asked at a press conference on Dec 5.

“This is an insult to our civil servants.”

Tee Yong, the son of MCA president Datuk
Seri Dr Chua Soi Lek, made the claim in a state-
ment on Dec 4.

“Itis a very mischievous claim that we ‘beau-
tify’ our accounts and derived revenue from

selling land in Penang,” Lim said.

“Shame on Barisan Nasional! They failed to
look after the state’s interest when they were the
state government. They sold 36 times the land
compared to Pakatan Rakyat and they also failed
to make a profit more than PR although they sold
more land. Yet, Chua still talks big.” Lim re-
marked.

To prove his case, Lim gave members of the
media a table of comparison.

Lim further ticked off the Labis MP and
pointed out: “Chua is certainly at the crossroads
of his political career as the MCA elections are
looming and has run out of ideas to save himself.

“He should not make baseless claims just to
score political points and end up shooting himself
in the foot.”

Comparison of Sale of Land in Penang (BN vs PR)

During Barisan Nasional administration

Land size Location RM psf  Total selling price
980 acres Tanjong Tokong RM 1 psf RM 42.7 milliom
325 acres Jelutong Expressway RM 20 psf RM 325 million
750 acres Batu Kawan ( sold to Abad Naluri) RM3.24 psf RM 106 million
1606 acres Butterworth RM 8.40 psf RM584.9 million
(sold to Rayston Consortium S/B)
3,661 acres (Total) RM 1.0586 billion
During Pakatan Rakyat’s administration
Land size Location RM psf  Total selling price
1.1 acres Jalan Zainal Abidin RM 232 psf RM 10.2 million
( or Taman Manggis)
105 acres Bayan Mutiara RM 240 psf RM 1.1 billion
106.1acres (Total) RM 1.1102billion

Sale of Land by BN is 36 times more than PR but the total profit is less than PR.

Fulfil LRT promise, Putrajaya told

PUBLIC transport and traffic congestion woes
are felt by all layers of Penangites. Those who
do not own their own vehicles and those who drive
both feel the inconvenience of getting from one
place to another daily.

Although the state government has tried to take
many steps to ease the problems, there seems to be
no light at the end of the tunnel as requests from the
state to Putrajaya seem to have fallen on deaf ears.

On Nov 26, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
again made a plea through a letter to acting Trans-
port Minister Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Hussein.

“The traffic congestion in Penang is getting
critical due to the influx of vehicles into the island.

The Penang state government is hoping for the
fulfilment of the promise given by the former and
current Prime Ministers to build and finance an
LRT or MRT system for the state. Although
Penang is keener on a tram system, we are willing
to accept other public transport systems financed
by the federal government.”

Lim also pointed out that Penang has received
various offers for alternative transport systems
from foreign and local companies.

“Penang is willing to cooperate and discuss
with the Transport Ministry to realise the existence
of an alternative public transport system to reduce
traffic congestion,” he concluded.

AROUND TOWN

Christmas Open House

THE Penang Government and Christian Federation Ma-
laysia (Penang) will hold a Christmas Open House on
Dec 15 from 6.30pm to 10pm at Fort Cornwallis at the
Esplanade. Admission is free.

Pesta Pulau Pinang 2013

TO be held at the Pesta Grounds (Tapak Pesta), Sungai
Nibong, from Nov 25 to Dec 31. This year’s event,
themed “Jom Pi Pesta”, was officially opened by Gov-
ernor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas and his wife Toh Puan
Majimor Shariff on Nov 30.

Charity Cyclethon

SEK Men Sacred Heart, Balik Pulau, will organise a
charity cyclethon on Dec 15 from 8am to 11am. The 8km
event is aimed at collecting funds for the school’s new
building. For further information, call Chong Oon Hock
(016-4103828), Koh Teng Huat (012-7800278) or Voon
Jun Ngen (012-5818545).

Penang Art Open Competition 2013

TO be held from Dec 2 to Dec 31, the event will be
officially opened on Dec 14 at 4pm by Penang State
Legislative Assembly deputy speaker, Maktar Shapee.
For details, call 04-226 1461.

Call1 for new

airport

Jp
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THE state has alerted Putrajaya
that Penang needs a new airport to
accommodate the expected in-
crease in tourist arrivals over the
next few years.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
wrote to acting Transport Minister
Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Hus-
sein on Nov 26 and urged him to
either expand the current airport
or build a new one.

He also explained to him that
the airport is in a bad shape every
time it rains.

“With due respect, I wish to
draw your attention to the condi-
tion of the Penang International
Airport. The airport’s maximum
capacity is five million. Therefore,
Penang is worried that with the
expected increase of tourists pro-
jected in the next 10 years, it will
not be able to accommodate the

. .
A file photo of the flooded airport taken by a passenger.

number of arrivals,” Lim said in
the letter.

Tourist arrivals to Penang in-
creased by 8-9 per cent in 2012 to
14 per cent by October with a re-
cord of 4.4 million arrivals in the
first 10 months of 2013.

The total number of arrivals is
expected toreach 5.2 —5.5 million
by the end of this year.

“There is enough land sur-
rounding the airport for an extra
runway. The state is willing to
discuss with the Transport Minis-
try regarding this,” Lim said.

Lim also referred to the flash
floods at the airport and the car
parks every time it rains which is
suspected to be due to bad drain-
age.
He had also written to Malaysia
Airports Holdings Berhad on Sept
12 regarding this.
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Farmers grateful for help

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

GRATEFUL is the word all the farmers used to
describe the state government’s gesture of giving
them financial aid.

They were very grateful that after the losses
they faced due to the floods in Balik Pulau, the
state, through the Agriculture Department, had
stepped forward to provide them aid without them
asking for it.

Dr. Afif Bahardin, exco member for agricul-
ture and agro-based industries, rural development
and health. handed over a total of RM 17,400 to
23 farmers from the Southwest District whose
vegetable farms and fruit plantations were dam-
aged due to the recent floods.

The event took place on Nov 25 at the Relau
Agriculture Department.

Also at the event was Ahmad Munir Yusoff,
the department director.

“The state empathises with the farmers. As
we are all aware, the shift in the monsoon season
had caused heavy rainfall which is 60% more
than usual. I am informed that 34.1 hectare of
vegetable farms were affected and 23 farmers
faced a loss of RM270,800,” Afif said in his
speech before the handover of the cheques to the
farmers.

“For three days, all my vegetables remained
underwater. By the time the flood water receded,
they were all destroyed. It will take another one
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Dr. Afif (centre, in black jacket) and Munir (in blue shirt next to Afif) in a group photo with all the farmers

who received the financial aid.

and a half months to plant and harvest again,”
Tan Run Lee, 21, said.

He supplies his vegetables to the Macallum
Street market and has a 10-hectare farm.

Meanwhile, M. Anakili, 52. from Sungai Bu-
rung, Balik Pulau, said: “I am very happy and
grateful for this gesture as I didn’t expect the
state government to come forward to help us. All
my kangkong, sawi, bayam, cucumber, brinjal
and other vegetables were totally destroyed in
the floods.”

looks on.

Tourism sector biggest income earner

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

WITH the increasing ease of travel and
fluidity of movement across borders, the
tourism industry now stands as the big-
gest income earner for countries in the
Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth
Triangle (IMT-GT).

It is a key industry that gener-
ates foreign exchange earnings
and employment.

It has become the second biggest
income earner and a catalyst of growth
for the state.

“Penang is an industrial state focused

Some of the delegates at the 4th IMT-GT Forum.

on manufacturing, exports and services
sector such as tourism, education, health
and shared services. Situated at the
centre of IMTGT, we are also a logistics
hub with good communications and
infrastructure. The state contributes
25% of Malaysia’s imports and exports.

“We are also a cultural hub and
George Town is a UNESCO World
Heritage site,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said when launching the 4th IMT-

GT Chief Ministers and Governors’
Forum (CMGF) Retreat on Nov 21 in
Penang.

The forum was attended by some 50
delegates from Malaysia, Indonesia and
Thailand.

Present was Head of Thailand Del-
egation Withaya Panichapong, Head of
Indonesian Delegation Adizar M. Nur,
Ambassador of Thailand to Malaysia
Krit Kraichitti, Deputy State Secretary

of Development/Director of State Eco-
nomic Planning Unit Datuk Abu Jamal
Nordin and governors and vice-gover-
nors from Thailand and Indonesia.

Lim added that for Penang to retain
its competitive advantage as a location
of choice for investors and a destination
of choice for tourists, the state needs to
transform itself into an international and
intelligent city.

He hoped that this retreat would

Dr Afif handing over the cheque to Anakili while Munir

bring about concrete decision in foster-
ing the goodwill of the IMT-GT.

“As I understand it, the IMT-GT cov-
ers six areas, namely trade and invest-
ment, infrastructure and transport, ag-
riculture, agro-based industry and envi-
ronment, tourism, halal products and
services and human resource develop-
ment,” Lim said.

“What is required from us is to work
together to enhance regional growth, the
success of which would be beneficial to
all.

“Penang lacks experience in IMT-GT
projects, which explains why Penang
has zero involvement. We must col-
laborate to identify our strengths and
share our collective experiences so that
we can implement suitable strategies
and action plans.

“We hope to learn how to be part of
new initiatives and projects carried out
under the IMT-GT from states and
provinces with such programmes.

“I am most hopeful that this retreat
will pave the way for greater progress
and development,” Lim said.
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Pledging

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Adil Muhamad

IN a move to preserve and further en-
hance the lure of our heritage site, a
memorandum of understanding between
the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC)
and Think City Sdn Bhd was signed on
Nov 20, witnessed by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng.

Both organisations, working together
with the support of the local government
and planning agencies, will provide
technical assistance for the protection,
development and enhancement of Pen-
ang’s historic George Town which in-
cludes developing strategic planning
frameworks for the city.

George Town was declared a World
Heritage Site (WHS) in 2008 due to its
global recognition of being a historic port
city with a mercantile history dating back
to the 1700s with a rich tradition of a multi-
cultural and multi-religious character.

Under the MoU, AKTC will help
integrate prior planning work already
carried out by local authorities and pro-
fessionals into a high level, proactive
strategic plan aimed at identifying ways
to protect and enhance the built heritage
of George Town.

to preserve heritage site

Lim (centre) witnessing the birth of a new partnership between Aga Khan and Think City. Also seen here (from left) Dr. Suraya
Ismail, program director of Think City, Member of Parliament for Bukit Bendera Zairil Khir Johari, Hamdan Abdul Majeed,
executive director of Think City, exco for Religious Affairs, Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Datuk Abdul Malik Abul
Kassim, Datuk Anwar Fazal, chairman of Think City, Luis Monreal, general manager of Aga Khan and Cameron Rashtil, direc-
tor of Aga Khan.

In his address, Lim said the state
government has been actively support-
ing steps to protect and conserve the
heritage site in a competent, accountable
and transparent manner.

Amongst the committed actions are
the setting up of George Town World
Heritage Incorporated (GTWHI), ap-

proving the State Heritage Enactment,
working closely with departments from
the federal ministry in formulating a
comprehensive Conservation Manage-
ment Plan and the annual international
standard celebration, the George Town
Festival since 2010.

“With the signing of this MoU, we

hope that both Think City and AKTC
will be able to assist Penang in improv-
ing its capacity for planning, conserva-
tion, developing strategic action plans
and further enhancing the distinctive
outstanding universal values of George
Town,” Lim concluded in his speech
before the MoU signing.

Greening up Dato Keramat

GOING green comes in many
forms, and nothing says going green
more than the age old practice of
tree planting.

The Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) has embarked on
a green focused mission to ensure a
greener Penang for Penangites now,
and for those who are to come in the
future.

The Jalan Dato Keramat Greening
Project, part of Penang’s Greening
The City Initiative, sees some 180
saplings which will be planted along
the 1.4km stretch of Jalan Dato Kera-
mat, starting from the Dato Keramat
police station, all the way to the Jalan
Gurdwara intersection.

The trees planted stand at about
3m tall and as Chow Kon Yeow,
chairman of the Local Government, Traffic Man-
agement and Flood Mitagation committee says,
they can be expected to grow up to 6m upon
reaching full maturity in five years.

“These trees will help reduce the temperature
in the area by serving as thermal filters.

“We are trying to provide a greener Penang for
our younger generation, continuing what our forefa-
thers have done,” Chow said while he was on site at

Chow (left) and Mustapha (right) along with a few people from
MPPP kicking off the tree planting project

Jalan Dato Keramat, officiating the initiative.

A total of four tree species will be planted on
this stretch - Nees (Neolitsea zeylanica), Star Ap-
ple (Chrysophyllum cainito), Salam (Syzgium
polyanthum) and Penaga Lilin (Messua ferrea).

Also present was MPPP recreation, tourism and
international affairs director Mohamd Akbar
Mustapha who said that the total cost for the pro-
ject was RM225,120.

‘Robber’ moves
to George Town

THE controversial “Lego Man” street art piece depicting
a knife-wielding man waiting for his victim by Malaysia’s
own Banksy, Ernest Zacharevic, has made its way unsus-
pectingly to Ah Quee Street, George Town.

The recent issue in Johor where this art piece caused a
ruckus with the state’s administration resulted in it being
whitewashed about a month ago.

Out of the blue, at some time early this month, the con-
troversial piece made its way to George Town in the form
of paper cut-outs placed along a wall in Ah Quee Street,
which houses three of Ernest’s art pieces.

Reasons as to why this occurred are still unclear and
when the issue was brought up to the Penang state govern-
ment, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng responded: “As of
now, we will not take any action whatsoever in regards to
the Lego Man street art at Ah Quee Street. The piece was
done by Ernest and the right and best thing for us to do is
to wait for him to come back and get his opinion.

“After all, it is his work and before the state does any-
thing, we fully intend to consult with Ernest first. If he
wants it taken down we will do so, and if he wants it left
there, we can do that too. It’s all about maintaining the
freedom of expression of the arts in Penang,” Lim said at
a press conference.
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Making George Town smoke-free

Story by Caleb Yeoh

THE state government, in a bold
move, is planning to turn the
Unesco World Heritage Site
within George Town into a
smoke-free zone starting at
some point next year.

This initiative, dubbed as
PENBAR (Penang Bebas Asap
Rokok), translated as “Smoke
Free Penang”, is to create a
smoke-free George Town and is
part of a bigger plan to ulti-
mately make Penang a smoke-
free state.

PENBAR chairman Phee
Boon Poh, at an open dialogue
between the state government
and local businesses and trade
associations operating within
the Unesco site, said the local

Phee (left) and Dr Afif (right) taking questions during the open
dialogue at Komtar.

lations 1993, which allows state
authorities to identify designat-
ed smoking areas.

State health exco Dr Afif
Bahardin said that this move is
not aimed at discriminating or
punishing smokers.

“We are not declaring where
people cannot smoke. We are
telling them where they can
smoke,” Dr Afif said.

At the open dialogue, some
40 representatives from coffee
shops, cafes and other busi-
nesses expressed much confu-
sion and dissatisfaction as it
would prove to be a trying task
to forbid their customers from
smoking within their premises.

In response to their plight,
Phee said the state will continue
with its plan after getting enough
feedback from all stakeholders.

“We are willing to listen to
you. We do think of the rights of
smokers too and are willing to
work with you to provide a
space for them as well,” Phee
said.

Since late last year, the
state government has al-
ready restricted smoking in
21 areas.

They include the Botanical
Gardens, Air Itam Dam, Teluk
Bahang Dam, Mengkuang Dam,
Ampang Jajar Town Park and
George Town Park.

government had already talked
about a smoke-free Penang since
2009.

“Sometimes it is necessary to
do what is right rather than what
is popular,” Phee said in regards
to the move proving to be dif-
ficult and unpopular among

smokers and business owners
who would have to inform their
customers not to light up.
Based on a proposal that will
be submitted by PENBAR to the
Health Ministry, the initiative
would entail the enactment of a
law prohibiting smoking indoors

and in public areas as well as the
setting up of designated smok-
ing areas.

This is expected to be final-
ised by June 2014.

The law will be in accordance
with Regulation 22 of the Con-
trol of Tobacco Products Regu-
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Marking the
unification of
Germany

Pix by Mark James

GERMAN expats, together with local resi-
dents broke bread together, or in this case,
shared a pint or three during the “Celebra-
tion of the Day of German Unity” here in
Penang.

Guests mingled amongst one another over a
bountiful array of food, drinks and a smorgas-
bord of German delicacies during the celebra-
tion on Nov 19.

Present at the gathering was Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng and ambassador of the Federal
Republic of Germany to Malaysia, Holger
Michael.

The Day of German Unity, celebrated on Oct
3 every year, commemorates the anniversary
of the reunification of Germany in 1990 with
the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Germany was divided into East and West
Germany after World War II.

In 1990, the two reunited as one, becoming
again one people and one country, making this
day truly one worth celebrating for Germans.

-y : 4

Guests mingling with each other over good food and drinks.

As of now, there are roughly 700 German
expatriates residing in Penang alone, with a
total of over 400 German companies operating
in the country.

“The German community has been active
and thriving in Penang for almost 150 years
and many have contributed positively to the
state,” Michael said in his speech.

Lim also praised the German work mental-
ity and style during his address, complimenting
and appreciating them for all their efforts in
Penang throughout the years, resulting in a
strong bond of camaraderie between Penang
and Germany.

“The success of Germany should act as a
model for the rest of the world to follow, and
it is my wish that the prosperity of Germany
be shared all over the world,” Lim said.

Sunday, 15 Dag 2013
5. 2000 - 10 pm
Fart Carnwallis, Esplanade

Gift of life

TWO children - five-and-a-half-month-old Nur Damiya Md.
Tarmizi Umar and nine-month-old Ang Zhen Shang — were
recently sponsored by Shangri-La’s Rasa Sayang Resort &
Spa, Penang, to undergo life-changing surgery at the Glenea-
gles Medical Centre under the ‘Embrace Gift of Life’ pro-
gramme. Nur Damiya was born with a congenital heart condi-
tion known as ventricular septal defect. She needed RM38,000
to correct the defect. Zhen Shang was diagnosed with both
ventricular septal defect and atrial septal defect. The total cost
to fix both defects was RM35,000.
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Youths inspired
by CM’s words

Story and Pix by Chan Lilian

FUTURE aerospace engineer. That is what
20-year- old Universiti Sains Malaysia
(USM) student Muhd. Faiz Jamaludin as-
pires to be.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng had just
handed over RM 1,000 to Muhd. Faiz and
was impressed to know that he is taking the
aerospace engineering course in USM.

Muhd. Faiz was one of the more than
2,000 youths who were part of the Penang
higher institution of learning (IPTA or in-
stitusi pegajian tinggi awam) programme
recipients to get RM1,000 to enter public
university.

Students from all the five districts in
Penang received RM 1,000 (degree courses)
and RM500 for diploma students.

Muhd. Faiz getting his cheque from Chief Minister Lim

Guan Eng.
District Diploma Degree Total
Southwest 65 232 297
Northeast 29 515 544
North Seberang Perai(SP) 111 596 707
Central SP 113 522 635
South SP 32 239 271
Total 350 2104 2454

Muhd. Faiz told Buletin Mutiara: “I was a former
student of Sek. Al-Mashoor. My father is a clerk and
I have two younger siblings so this money helps in
my expenses. As a true Penangite, I am very proud
with the achievements of Penang as what the Chief
Minister said in his speech earlier.”

When asked what his advice will be for students
aspiring to be successful, Muhd. Faiz said: “Grab
every opportunity you can and when you have entered
university, you have to study even harder.”

Meanwhile, R. Kavi Shankharri, 20, a former
student of St. Xavier’s Institution, found the Chief
Minister’s speech very inspiring.

“This is the first time I met the Chief Minister and
I am proud to know that Penang leads in so many

areas. He also encouraged us to continue working
and contributing to Penang after our studies. I am
taking mass communications in USM as I love the
excitement of the work in this area,” she said.

University Utara Malaysia Kedah student Chow
Seng Xin, from Padang Tembak, was dressed
smartly in tie and projected a professional image,
befitting the course he is taking — human resources
management.

“I find the RM 1,000 contribution from the state
government very useful as it helps me with my ex-
penses,” Chow said.

Forms for this programme and terms and condi-
tions for eligibility can be downloaded from http://
ibita.penang.gov.my/.

NUBE turns to state

Ramasamy (centre) after receiving the memorandum from
members of NUBE.

THE National Union of Bank Employees (NUBE) has appealed to
the state government for support in its battle to overturn a decision
to relocate 49 employees to different parts of the country.

NUBE has raised its objection to the management of Hong
Leong Bank but failed to reach a consensus and petitioned the
Human Resources Ministry early last month but to no avail.

During the state legislative assembly sitting on Nov 29, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng and Deputy Chief Minister II Prof. Dr.
P.Ramasamy received a memorandum from members of NUBE.

“Although we do not have the authority to override this deci-
sion, we as the state government implore both Hong Leong Bank
and the federal government to listen and discuss with the workers.
It is not a commitment all can make to leave your family to work
far away from them,” Ramasamy said.

Hong Leong Bank under the “Hubbing and Centralisation*
process would require 49 employees from eight states to relocate
to branches in Selangor, Penang and Johor, a move which met
with strong disapproval from many employees.

It was reported in the Free Malaysia Today news portal that a
Penang bank staff named Ong was asked to move to Selangor
despite numerous applications to be moved to other Penang
branches.

As the sole breadwinner for her family, comprising her bedrid-
den mother and two handicapped siblings, the move is something
out of the question.

Expressing his disappointment, the deputy president and chair-
man of NUBE Northern Region, Abdul Jamil Jalaludeen, said:
“There was supposed to be a discussion between Hong Leong
Bank and the employees on Dec 4 but instead the bank went ahead
with the Hubbing and Centralisation anyway. We are disap-
pointed that they did not keep that promise.”

NUBE with the support of the state government hopes that the
decision can be put on hold to have a proper discussion in hopes
that an amicable decision can be achieved for all parties.

Guar Kepabh still intact

Story by Caleb Yeoh

PENANG plans to set up an
archaeological gallery near
Guar Kepah in Kepala Batas in
light of a recent prehistoric find
which unearthed items and signs
of human life dating back to the
Neolithic period.

The plans for this venture of
stepping back into the past and

bringing Guar Kepah into the
light of today was disclosed by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
at a press conference in Penang.
Lim said this in response to
queries raised by Kedah Menteri
Besar Datuk Mukhriz Mahathir
with regards to what Penang
intends to do with the recent
Guar Kepah discoveries.
“Guar Kepah is still intact

and is being preserved. The land
belongs to the state and we do
not allow destruction of such
prehistoric sites,” Lim said re-
ferring to the destruction of
traces of an ancient civilisation
in Lembah Bujang, Kedah, to
make way for development
projects about a month ago.

Reasons as to how and why
this occurred in Kedah still re-
main unclear.

“Since we seem to have lost
Lembah Bujang, we hope the

federal government will con-
sider approving the needed
funds to protect and preserve
Guar Kepah,” Lim added.

Lim also pointed out that the
cave and its surrounding area
was handed by the previous state
administration, via a temporary
occupation licence (TOL), to a
farmer to cultivate the land.

Lim stressed that the site re-
mains undamaged and a district
officer will be tasked to monitor
the place to ensure the area is

not disturbed.

The state government did
not renew the TOL in early
2013 as it had already made
plans for an excavation and
preservation effort.

Lim had appealed to the
Tourism and Culture Ministry
asking for funds (RM 3.9 mil-
lion) to fuel this preservation
project once in 2012 and once
again in October 2013, and as
of now, is still waiting for a
response.
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00,000 raised for charity

Goh (centre) joining other staff of GMC during the ribbon cutting.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

A TOTAL of RM200,000 was collected for three
charity organisations from the Gleneagles Penang
charity food and fun fair held on Nov 1.

Held in conjunction with Gleneagles’ 40th an-
niversary, the proceeds from the fair will be chan-
nelled to Penang Hospice, Charis Hospice and
Cancerlink.

The hospital’s chief executive officer, Ronald
Koh, said the line-up of events represented the
cultural diversity of Malaysians and he was cer-
tain it was a fun and fulfilling day for everyone.

Also present was Gleneagles Penang chairman
Datuk Seri Dr Goh Eng Toon.

In thanking the crowd for their generosity, Koh
said the funds raised beat the previous record of
RM140,000 raised at the fair three years ago.

“Your contributions will surely make a differ-
ence to the lives of our beneficiaries.

“This year is also special as we celebrate four
decades of continuous service in helping the sick
and promoting health to countless people in Pen-
ang and the surrounding regions,” he said.

“We firmly believe we have a clear responsibil-
ity to use our skills and resources for the better-
ment of society within which we operate”

A carnival mood prevailed as the crowd
thronged the 70 stalls set up in an open area ad-
jacent to the medical centre.

They sampled delicious hawker food while
some played games and picked up bargains galore.

Books, toys and souvenirs were among the items
for sale.

The event also showcased special dance perfor-
mances by youngsters from the Che Hoon Khor
Kindergarten and Melody Batu Uban Kindergarten.

Goh (left) presenting a certificate of appreciation to David
Yim, one of the stall operators at the food and fun fair.

Help the Typhoon Haiyan victims

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

IN a joint effort by Rose Charities Malaysia
together with the Sunshine Group of Compa-
nies and Flamingo Hotel By The Beach Pen-
ang, a donation drive has been started to pro-
vide aid to the victims of Typhoon Haiyan in
the Philippines.

Also known as Typhoon Yolanda in the
Philippines, the exceptionally powerful tropi-
cal cyclone devastated parts of Southeast Asia,
with the epicentre of its destruction hitting the
Philippines early last month.

Haiyan has been recorded as the deadliest
typhoon to hit the Philippines, killing more
than 5,000 people and devastated the lives of
millions more.

This appeal is aimed at collecting money
via donation boxes which will be placed at
Sunshine Group outlets throughout Penang and
at the Flamingo Hotel.

The funds collected will be sent directly to
a group of some 30 Canadian Rose volunteers
who are currently working on relief efforts in
the Philippines.

The kick off to the Typhoon Haiyan Appeal
was officiated by Betty Chew, wife of Penang
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who extended
her heartfelt condolences to the people of the
Philippines and strongly urged all Penangites
to lend a hand to their fellow neighbours.

Also present at the ceremony was Rose
Charities Malaysia president Lawrence Cheah
and Flamingo Hotel director of sales Low I
Yin.

The official Typhoon Haiyan Appeal poster showing actual images from
the disaster areas in the Philippines.
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Wat-er double
for Penang

PENANG scored a “double” at the recent inaugu-
ral KeTTHA Industry Awards (KIA) ceremony
organised by the Energy, Green Technology and
Water Ministry on Nov 21.

Firstly, Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang
Sdn Bhd (PBAPP) was named Malaysia’s “Water
Services Operator of the Year” and PBAPP also
received the inaugural “Efficiency Award” in the
water industry category, making it a memorable
day for Penang in the field of sustainable water
supply

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who is also chair-
man of the PBAPP Board, said these recognitions
reiterated the fact that PBAPP was the best

“Once again, Penang leads. We are pleased that
the federal government has formally recognised
the achievements of PBAPP in water supply man-
agement within a water-stressed state,” he said
while congratulating the board members, manage-
ment and staff of PBAPP

PBAPP’s key performance indicators (KPIs) in
2012 include:

100% urban and 99.7% rural supply
coverage;
e treated water quality that complies with the
“National Water Quality” standards

e 17.6% non-revenue water (NRW), the lowest
in the country as compared to the national
average of 36.4%;

* the lowest domestic tariffs for consumption

of up to 35,000 litres per month.

However, the lowest domestic tariffs have un-
fortunately led to the highest per capita consump-
tion in Malaysia — 302 litres/capita/day; and

* 92.4% bill collection efficiency.

PBAPP’s operations and facilities also comply
with ISO 9001:2008 standards for quality manage-
ment; ISO 14001:2004 standards for environmen-
tal management (one dam and three treatment
plants); OHSAS 18001:2007 standards for occu-
pational health and safety; MS ISO/IEC 17025
standards for chemical laboratory testing (Sungai
Dua Water Treatment Plant) and MS ISO/IEC
27001:2007 standards for information security

PBA

PFaibadanan Reavaian AiF
Pulau Pinang Sdn BAE
[T LE . T T

Maeling all your waler supply needs

i

(Sungai Dua Water Treatment Plant).

PBAPP general manager Jaseni Maidinsa said:
“In serving Penang, PBAPP does not expect to win
awards, but we believe that we are good in what
we do. Occasionally, it is nice to know that others
think so, too.”

He said the awards reflected the achievements
and successes of the 1,210 members of the PBAPP
team.

“Thank you for inspiring us to do more, and to
do even better.”

He also dedicated the award to the chairman and
board “for guiding us”.

“I would also like to acknowledge the past con-
tributions of three gentlemen — Datuk Kam U-Tee,
Datuk Lee Yow Ching and Datuk Liew Chook San
— the three previous general managers of PBA and
PBAPP. If not for them, we would not be where we
are today,” Jaseni said.

PBAPP is a wholly-owned subsidiary of PBA
Holdings Bhd (PBA — 5041), which is listed on
Bursa Malaysia.

CONTACT US

24-hour call centre

04-509 6509

Water Saving Tips

+ MNever leave a tap running.
» Teach your children to turn off taps properly.

+ Fix all leaking taps. pipes or tollet systems in your home immediately.

= Avoid using a hose as far as possible. Hosing usually wastes water,

« Wash your car or motorcycle less often. Use a bucket and a damp cloth or sponge instead of a hose.
= Water your planits with a watering can. Water your plants at the roots, not the leaves.

» Mop your floor instead of using a hose or splashing water from a bucket.

» Sweep your porch or driveway outside your home instead of using a hose.

= Brush your teeth with the tap off. Tum It on only to rinse.

+ Soap your hands with the tap off. Tum it on only to rinse.

+ Apply soap on your body with the shower off. Tumn it on only to rinse.

= Take shorter showers.

« Fill and plug your the sink when washing/rinsing food, dishes and cutlery.
» install "doubleflish" toilet systems. A half-flush usually does the job.

+ lUse your washing machine only when you have a full load of clothes.

» Avoid leaving the water runriing when washing clothes by hand,

» Refrain from flushing rubbish down the toilet. Put it in the rubbish bin,

« Call 04 509 6 509 to report leaks at roadside mains or pipes Immediately.
The PBAPP Call Centre operates 24 hours a day.

emall

customer@®pba.com.my

friendly, caring responsive

customer service centres

SRl &

Source : PBAPP
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Illegal hawker stalls demolished

Story by Chan Lilian

THE Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) on Dec 5
demolished two illegal hawker stalls erected near the
Gurney Drive roundabout.

According to an MPPP statement, the owner of the
premises on Lorong Bagan Jermal had built the illegal
structures in 2009 and later rented the lots for business to
foreign nationals who then operated a tomyam stall from
4pm to Sam.

“MPPP received many complaints from residents in
nearby areas because the loud noise disturbed them late
at night.

“The tables and chairs placed along the five-foot-way
had also become an obstruction,” MPPP said.

The council took action under Section 72(6) of the Road,
Drainage and Building Act 1974.

“Since July 17,2009, the owner of the illegal structures
had received compounds for carrying out businesses with-
out a licence and yet the stalls continued doing business,”
MPPP added. Photo sourced from MPPP shows the demolition exercise being carried out by enforcement

Therefore, MPPP carried out the demolition according Officers.
to the law.

The action has resulted in a lot of media coverage but
the council will carry out its duty as the city council, ad-
hering to the local laws.

“We do everything by the book and we will not hesitate
to take action whenever the need arises,” the council
added in the statement.

MAJLIS PERBANDARAN PULAU PINANG

IKLAN JAWATAN

Permohonan adalah dipelawa daripada warganegara Malaysia yang berkelayakan
untuk mengisi kekosongan jawatan-jawatan berikut:-

Reviving the abandoned

Story by Caleb Yeoh
BIL NAMA JAWATAN GRED TARAF
IT has been said many times that Penang is well on its way to becoming L. Pegawai Perubatan UD47/48 Tetap/Kontrak

. . . 2. Pegawai Perubatan UD43/44 Tetap/Kontrak
an international city. .

In terms of green initiatives, conserving the heritage lure of George 3. Arkitek Lt Tetap/Kontrak

. g N g . g ) g 4. Jurutera J41 Tetap/Kontrak
qun, attracting a sea of f‘or.elgn investments from international overseas 5 Pegawai Veterinar G4l Tetap/Kontrak
private sectors and providing affordable roofs above the heads of all 6 Pegawai Undang- ” Tetan/Kontrak
Penangites, the Pearl of the Orient is well on its international way. : Undang claprhontra

In another move to ultimately make Penang a safer, cleaner, greener 7. Pegawai Tadbir N41 Tetap/Kontrak
and in this case a more livable city, the state government plans to revive 3. Pegawai Perancang 141 Tetap/Kontrak

oy . . . Bandar & Desa
and revitalise abandoned housing and development projects, taking away .
9 Penolong Pegawai F29 Tetap/Kontrak/
these eye sores. . . ) Teknologi Maklumat Sambilan

As of June 2013, a total of 4,002 housing projects have gone underway 10 Penolone I § W7 Tetap/Kontrak/
throughout Peninsular Malaysia. Out of this sum, 3,474 are progressing ‘ enolong Juruaudit Sambilan
as scheduled, 53 have been delayed, 201 categorised as “sick” (more 1. Setiausaha Pejabat N27 Tetap/Kontrak/
than 30% delayed), 69 abandoned and 205 projects are currently being - Sambilan
developed without a licence. 12. embantu N17 Tetap/Kontrak

. . Penguatkuasa

For Penang, as of July 2013, four private development projects have Pembantu Tadbir
been identified to be delayed, 13 “sick” and four reported to be aban- 13. (Perkeranian/ N17 Tetap/Kontrak
doned. Operasi)

The state government has committed to the revival of these four 14, Pegawai Khidmat N17 Tetap/Kontrak/
abandoned housing projects namely, Taman Orkid Indah in Kepala Batas, Pelanggan Sambilan
Taman Mengkuang Heights in Seberang Jaya, Majestic Heights in Taman 15 Pembantu Tadbir w17 Tetap/Kontrak/

g g g g Jaya, Vla) g ' (Kewangan) Sambilan

Terubong Jaya Indah and Taman Bayu Aman located in Butterworth.
In his press conference, Jagdeep Singh Deo, the chairman of the Town
& Country Planning and Housing committee, said the state government
would call upon the federal government to assist in the revival efforts.
Jagdeep also said that the state government is calling upon develop-
ers who are willing to rehabilitate such projects to come forward.
“We will assist in whatever manner possible including considering
reducing or even waiving charges imposed by the state,” Jagdeep added.

CARA MEMOHON : Semua permohonan jawatan perlu dibuat secara atas talian (lon-
line))menerusi portal rasmi " http://www.mppp.gov.my. atau " http://

eperjawatan.mppp.gov.my mulai 7 DISEMBER 2013.

TARIKH TUTUP PERMOHONAN : 21 DISEMBER 2013

Sebarang kemusykilan atau permasalahan berhubung permohonan ini, sila hubungi
Bahagian Pengurusan Sumber Manusia di talian berikut:-

04-2592115/ 2311 / 2245
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
/Imquonenqppeﬂonc{ gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

No Tel/ No Faks

AGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad

PENAGA

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Hglji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

}T{ 04 -2260218
04 -2260218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL

YB Lim Hock Seng T) 04 - 3317175
limhockseng@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 3317175
BATU LANCHANG

YB Law Heng Kian T 04 - 282 641
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 282 641

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
/oadeeosmqhdeovoenonq gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

(T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
ridwan wan48@yahoo.com
BERTA BERTA
YB Shonful Azhar Othman ET 012-411 4690 Asrol Sonl Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
04 - 5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL L PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra/8@yahoo.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
F) 04-573 4630 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 ZcpogggALQh%_ 019-507 3828
Zanadl. Qyanoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid ET)) 04 -351 2873 Norhoyoh Jaafar 019-4337119
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 yatie7 1 19@yahoo.com.my
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Mohammad Razak 013-597 6478
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my | (F) 04 - 593 9529
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Asnah Hashim 019-472 6956
asnah45@hotmail.my
PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG )
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 Hj. Mohd Tuah Ismail 019-570 9500
F) 04 - 866 4202 tuahismail@yahoo.com
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Hoedan Ayoob T) 04 - 866 1760 Dato’ HOJI Abdul Halim Hussain 019-480 9599
F) 04 - 866 1821 abdulhalimhussain@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

m 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu ' (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lp Chee m 04-594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T)04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee _ 04 - 2501522
dappengkdlankota@gmail.com (F)O4 - 2501523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

m 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

sedang
dikemaskini

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com

m 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 -227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH

YB Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

YB Ong Chin Wen T) 04 - 508 3977
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com F) 04 - 508 3677
PENANTI

A 84- 3555

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YBDr. T. Joyobolon
drjayabalan@gmail.com

T) 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/l Rajaiji T 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com 04 - 227 1397
04 - 226 6482

(F) 04 -228 8514

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA 994
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
INFORMASI PENERANGAN 04-643 0373

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340
EPF 04-226 1000
SOCSO 04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
PUSAT INFO PELANCONG 04-261 4461
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN)]) 04-210 2363
( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511
BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
JABATAN BURUH 04-262 5536
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga :019 - 409 5922 - Shukri
N2 Bertam :019 - 593 3736 - Fatimah
N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin
Tunggal
N4 Pemnatang :019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza
Berangan
N5 SungaiDua :013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man
Né Telok Air :019 - 433 7464 - Mat Zahir
Tawar
N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee
N8 Bagan :013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon
Jermal Keong
N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan
Dalam
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Jaya Mohd. Iskander
N11Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal
Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti : 04 -5222916 - Rodzi
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012-474 0964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N16 Perai : 04 -399 6689 - Selvi
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor
N19 Jawi :017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai :012 - 679 4704 - Yaser
Acheh
N22 Tanjong :016 - 4650318 - Ranson
Bungah

N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga

N25 Pulau Tikus

N2é Padang Kota:
: 012 - 401 1522

: 012 - 423 3227
1016 - 499 7274

N27 Pengkalan
Kota

N28 KOMTAR

N29 Datok
Keramat

N30 Sungai
Pinang

N31 Batu
Lancang

N32 Seri Delima

N33 Air ltam

N34 Paya
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

N36 Pantai
Jerejak
N37 Batu
Maung
N38 Bayan
Lepas
N39 Pulau
Betong
N40 Telok
Bahang

: 04 - 829 0614
1012 - 493 3342
: 017 - 478 3237

017 - 956 3237
012 - 431 7015

04 - 226 2464
04 - 282 6630

: 04 - 282 6419
1019 - 4474362

012 - 5242549

: 012 - 4730736

016 - 4940705

:012 - 484 1963

019 - 444 1039

: 016 - 480 0232

016 - 487 8602
016 - 444 3550
04 - 646 4700

: 012 - 504 4836
1016 - 599 2918
1012 - 422 4935
1017 - 413 5695

- Hong Kian
Beng

- Cheng Kok
Eong

- Lingam

- Quah

- Johnny
Chee

- Ch’'ng Chin
Keat

- Benji Ang

- Jaya
Sangaran

- Kalvindar

- Shuen

- Karuna

Mahen
James

- Anne

- Janet

- Toon Hoon
Lee

- Sabapathee

- Jalal

- Khairul

- Sathya

- Aliff /
Shamsudin

- Ziezullhakim

- Saifullizan
- Zulkiflee

- Johan
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MPSP 2013 MPPP 2013
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) | 012 - 571 2250 Tan Hun Woo 012 - 488 0409
(DAP)
e e 012 - 5619870 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
Maniam (DAP) éDAP) - 512 410
chanderasekeran@mpsp. ng Ah Teong [DAP) 1274106566
Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
gov.my - -
ol Sol i 5150025 1153 Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 - 457 1271
_hc/’ hgo uat (DAP) - Sukumar Subramaniam 019 - 4422113
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my (DAP)
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019 - 411 5598 Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) | 012 - 423 9143
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012 -401 7718 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP)
Michael Tan Cheong 012 - 487 3101 Nur Fitriah Abdul Halim 019 - 479 9517
Heng (DAP) (DAP)
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 (PKR)
Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
H’ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 Osman (PKR)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818
M.Satees (DAP) 016 - 438 4767 (PKR) 012 - 498 4556
Murali Ramakrishnan 012 - 400 2633
Chong Pei Pei (DAP) 012 - 476 7729 H
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Ong Eu Leong (PKR) 010 - 770 0508 (PKR)
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 - 4708811
— - Chik (PKR)
Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki (PKR) | 017 - 409 7702 -
Lim Boon Beng (PKR) 012 - 564 4400
: Nur Zarina Zakaria (PKR) 011 -578 5098
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) 013 - 489 3227 lszuree lbrahim 016 - 443 3205
(PAS)
Shafiqah Shobha Abduliah | 016 - 496 1659 Abdul Halim Salleh (PAS) 019 - 432 9840
(PKR) Dr. Lim Mah HUi(NGO) 012 - 422 1880
Sin Kok Siang (NGO) 016 - 422 2255
Syed Mikael Rizal Aidid 013-779 0709 Aidi Akhbal Mohd Zainon 012 - 464 3004
(PKR) (NGO)
Mohd Foaz Hamid 016 - 422 2225
Amir Md Ghazali (PKR) 013 - 584 8386 (NGO)
amir@mpsp.gov.my 04 - 521 1987
(Fax)
Zulkiefly Saad (PKR) 013 - 436 2848 BULETIN MUTIARA

Mohd Rizal Abd Hamid
(PKR)

012 - 424 3878

Ho Leng Hong (PKR)

017 - 487 2767

Md Jamil Abd Rahman 019 - 449 0007
(PAS)

mdjamil@mpsp.gov.my

Ahmad Kaswan Kassim 019 - 408 4899
(PAS)

ahmadkaswan@mpsp.

gov.my

Wong Chee Keat (NGO) 012-4511312

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta (NGO)
[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

Ahmad Tarmizi Abdullah
(NGO)

013 -414 4822

Tingkat 47, Komtar,
10503 Penang
Phone : 04-650 5468
Fax : 04-261 5923

Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
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Kalendar Pelancongan
Pulau Pinang Dis. 2013

15hb November - 31hb Disember
Dinosaurs Mengamok Di Bukit Bendera
Bukit Bendera

+ 15hb Disember

l Rumah Terbuka Krismas

| Fort Cornwallis, Esplanade
6:30mim - 10:00mIm

24hb Disember

Christmas Eve & Christmas
Parties

Upper Penang Road

31hb Disember

New Year Countdown
Esplanade, Penang, Queensbay
Mall, Penang Pesta Site, E&O
Straits Quay, Auto-City

From: Ian H Pash

Date: Fri, Jun 21, 2013 at 11:03 AM
Subject: Buletin Mutiara

To: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com

Dear Sir,

You asked readers to tell you what we want to hear
from the Penang State Government.

I moved to Penang five years ago, just after the
election before last. I have noticed Penang improve
over that five years.

I like to read your newspaper. I am interested in
infrastructure improvements. Particularly roads,
bicycle paths and footpaths. Because these things

affect me directly.

Thank you.

Best wishes,

Ian
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W l n Maimunah (middle, front row) posing with the banner on the promotion with MPSP department heads and councillors.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

SEBERANG Municipal Perai Council (MPSP)
is encouraging ratepayers to pay their assess-
ment early by giving a special promotion.
MPSP chief Maimunah Shariff announced
this during a press conference at the MPSP
headquarters in Bandar Perda on Nov 28.
“The promotion is from Nov 15 till Dec 31.
If you pay your assessment for 2014 in full,
you will be entitled to the lucky draw and also Ji=] L) LI E L L i1

receive two books of parking coupons free,” c - ;
e Seberang Peral, Malaysia

For more information, go to www.mpsp.gov. r By — i " -
my or call 04-5497470/471/697/696/468 or ‘* f: seabiom. SAPSE ke
email waran@mpsp.gov.my. | . i -- T ! * mid pa

L NCSRR m e

Maimunah’s P e S
green vision blooms oo S ]

MAIMUNAH Shariff is a strong advocate of green
living.

This is clearly proven from the endless “green
activities” carried out throughout the mainland
and her active participation with the community "
in aerobics every Sunday. | i s & | S TE

The Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) . el . ;
president has led MPSP to receive a string of - : A ' o s, —— .
awards - the most recent from the Housing and [ e ; S ot saibis i - -y
Local Government Ministry for Community Farm- b bl S Sl
ing.

Maimunah accepted the Best Practice award on i n /
Nov 12 during the World Town Planning celebra- i ] el et i i i 17w . VNI
tion themed “Towards Sustainable Future Cities”. P - = ; - —— . i

During a press conference at MPSP, Maimunah ' ' T e
also proudly showed to members of the media the
historical listing of MPSP in CITYNET (The
Regional Network of Local Authorities for the
Management of Human Settlements) which is an
international organisation.

“T attended the 2013 CITYNET Seoul Congress -
recently and the organiser was attracted to an ar- e |
ticle on Seberang Perai. CITYNET published the o m ot s mchi]e. Thora
article in the magazine CITYVOICES,” she said. the caapere: R

The article from CITYVOICES on Seberang
Perai is attached here.
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By Darshini Sitharam, Communication & Information Officer

Smarter Penangites with Better Penang App
Snap - Tag - Post, as easy as ABC

Facebook? Twitter? Or WhatsApp? These are amongst the famous
apps being utilized in smartphones now a days. Smartphone users
are prone to use Facebook and Twitter to check-in into places, status
updates and photo sharing. These are the common activities that

can be done by using these apps.

o A te—

The idea of BetterPenang is to allow younger, IT savvy and smart-
phone users to contribute for better Penang by enabling concern
citizens to post complaints and suggestions, as well as sharing ideas
to make the State a more liveable city.

Do you know that, in Penang you can ——
actually do more with Facebook and an
additional app? Yes, now Penangites
have become smarter with the
introduction of Better Penang App.

Better Penang App is initiated by a group of Penangites and people
who love Penang, who have come together to support Penang'’s
vision of an international city - a global, liveable and sustainable city
of the future. This group is not an organization but they are a move-
ment initiated by a group of three concern citizens of Penang; App
developer Mr SG, Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim, former MPPP
Councillor Ng Chek Siang.

AS EASY AS ABC : JUST SNAP-TAG-POST
Assuming that everyone, who uses smartphone has a

Facebook account, the login has been made easy by
using the Facebook’s ID and password. Just click on

After login, the first page that appears will be options m
for the user to choose. If the user chooses to post —

a picture with his/her complaint, Instant Capture will o
be the choice. Easily, user can SNAP the picture, TAG
the location and POST the complaint.

-

e 5

P

B If the user chooses to lodge a complaint, a new com
—_— plaint page will appear and the user will need to indi
. cate the type of complaint, whether it is Potholes,
faulty traffic light, or uncut grass etc. The user is
B required to write a short description of the complaint,

such as “Medan Bayan Baru junction traffic light malfunction”. Then,
he/she has to choose the location using the map provided. It will be
detected using GPS, therefore GPS feature has to be enabled in their
phone for accurate location tagging. Once done, click on the “Post
Complaint”. The same method is used for new idea contribution as
well under the New Idea option.

the login button and start to fill in the details required.

Vi@ 15 |

Does this complaint reaches the council? Who reads it?

December 1 - 15, 2013 P

This was my first question to the app developer, preferred to be
known as Mr. Chua Swee Guan. According to Mr. Chua Swee Guan,
the way it works is by posting all the complaints related to MPPP
region (from App) on MPPP Watch wall. Likewise, complaints for
MPSP will be posted to MPSP Watch wall. MPPP and MPSP authorities
will visit both pages each day respectively and assign Reference
Number (No Rujukan) to each complaint and begin resolving the
issue. The Reference Number will be issued as a comment in both the
Facebook pages. The user can view wall's post for update, comments,
contribute ideas, exchange information through the comment on
post. Whereas, all the ideas posted will be channelled to BetterPen-

ang page.
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This application can be downloaded by both I0S and Android users.
However, the application is not available for older version of Android
software.

Better Penang was launched on the 11th June 2012, by the Chief Min-
ister of Penang, YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng. Although none of the gov-
ernment fund was spent on this project, the team was happy to
receive the support from local government officials, especially MPSP
and MPPP for making this app a functional one.

This initiative is aligned with the government’s objective towards
good governance and enhancing their services to the community.
The Better Penang App provides another means for women and men,
the people who live in Penang, to make their voices heard directly by
the two local governments, and other relevant agencies.
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Cultural show to mark

battle anniversary

RUSSIA will be holding a cultural event
on Penang shores next year in com-
memoration of the Battle of Penang to
mark its 100-year anniversary

The Battle of Penang took place on
Oct 28, 1914, during the early months
of World War I when a Russian cruiser
and French destroyer were sunk to the
bottom of the ocean by a German ship
just off the coast near the Eastern &
Oriental Hotel, George Town.

Lyudmila Georgievna Vorobyeva,
Russian Federation ambassador to Ma-
laysia, expressed her intentions to Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng who was enthu-
siastic with the idea.

“It is fantastic that at that time Russia
and Penang did not have formal ties but
when the battle took place, local fisher-

men took it on their own to help rescue
the downed seamen. I think this cul-
tural show is a great way to celebrate
that virtue of selfless human acts,” he
said.

Vorobyeva has sent her request for
approval to the authorities in Moscow
to begin planning for the event and the
Chief Minister is more than happy to
accomodate the venue for the event.

At a courtesy call held in Lim’s office
in Komtar, it was discussed that it would
most likely be along the lines of a Rus-
sian folk musical or dance that will be
brought from Russia to Penang.

Also present at the courtesy call was
Navy Captain Sergey V. Zhevnovatyy
- Military Air and Naval Attache for
Malaysia and Brunei.

Vorobyeva extends a gift of hospitality to Lim.

31Disember 2013

TAPAK PESTA

SUNGAI NIBONG, PULALI PINANG

6.00 PETANG - 1200 MALAM

PERSEMBAHAN PENTAS» PESTA TINJU+ PESTA MUAITHAI= BINTANG PESTA
PERTANDINGAN & PAMERAN KERIS ANTIN« BINTANG KECIL  PESTA SILAT
LCMOTOR SHOW= PESTA BADMINTON OPEN+= EURDFUNFAIR » PESTA JUALAN

Thai community celebrates
King’s birthday

Photo by Law Suun Ting

THE 86th birthday of Thailand’s
King Bhumibol Adulyadej was
celebrated by the Thai community
in Penang on Dec 5 at the G-Hotel,
Gurney Drive.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
and his wife, Betty Chew, together
with Penang state leaders joined in
the celebration with Thai Consul-
General to Penang, Srirat Vathesa-
togkit.

Lim, on behalf the state govern-
ment, proposed a toast to the King |
and to Thailand as Dec 5 is also the
Thai National Day.

Chew and Srirat at the
function.

Guests at the celebration are
entertained by traditional Thai
dancers.
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Catch top lifters in action

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

BEING the host for a weightlifting championship - a
core sport that has been part of the Commonwealth
Games since 1950 - is definitely a great honour.

For six days, we saw some of the world’s top weight-
lifters, such as Olympic medalists and Commonwealth
Games contenders, going all outin 17 events offered.

“I was informed that this festival is a major platform
for the lifters as they gear up for the Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow next year,” said Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng when launching the 2013 Commonwealth
Weightlifting Championship and the World Cup Masters
on Nov 24.

Lim added that the 30th International Penang Junior
Age Group Tennis Championship 2013 is also set to
commence at the same time, during which some 400
young tennis talents will be competing.

This alone will see the influx of over 2,000 visitors

to Penang.
“Recently, the
Penang Bridge Inter-

national Marathon
| 2013 saw about
50,000 runners on
the island. These
events are good for
% sports tourism and
. also for the state’s
economy,”’L im said.

Commonwealth
Games Federation
president Tunku Im-
ran Tuanku Ja’afar,
who is also the presi-

Tunku Imran entertaining the
crowd with a medley of songs.

Ironman race returns

Story by Chan Lilian

CALLING out to all the ironmen and women out there!
Penang is holding the second Penang International Triathlon and
Duathlon (PgITD) next year and registration is open from Dec 9 till

Jan 9.

The race is on March 23 at Pantai Jubilee, Batu Feringghi.
“In March this year, we had a successful race and this encouraged
us to carry on,” Organising Chairman, Dr. Lim Seh Guan said in a

press conference in Komtar.

“There was almost no jelly fish incident. Penang certainly has
great potential to make it into a major international event because we
have such a beautiful landscape here, ideal for swimming, running

and cycling.”
So what takes place during an ironman race?

There are two categories, i.e. the triathlon where the participants
swim 1.5km, cycle 40km and then run the last leg of another 10km.
For those who are not swimming, they can take part in the duath-
lon where they first run 5.5km and then join the triathlon participants

to cycle and run again.

During the press conference, Lim showed members of the media
the video of the 1st PgITD where 300 participants took part.
Next year, they are expecting more participants from all over the

world.
For more information, visit www.penangtri.com.

Part of the crowd at the 2013 Commonwealth Weightlifting Championship welcoming dinner.

dent of the Olympic Council of Malaysia was also
present.

At the function, guests were entertained by cultural
performances from Malaysia, along with those from
New Zealand and Samoa.

Also present were Penang State Financial Officer
Datuk Mokthar Mohd Jait, International Weightlifting
Federation president Dr Tamas Ajan, Malaysia Weight-
lifting Federation chairman Datuk Ong Poh Eng, Penang
State Sports Council director Federick Tan, exco for
Tourism Development and Culture Danny Law Heng
Kiang and exco for Youth and Women, Family and

File pic of the event this year.

Community Development Chong Eng.

The Commonwealth Weightlifting Championship
was held in Penang for three consecutive years from
20009.

South Africa’s Cape Town was the host last year.

To add to the excitement this year, the Masters World
Cup Championships for weightlifting will also be held
for the first time in Penang.

Both championships were organised by Penang
Amateur Weightlifting Association with the state gov-
ernment and sanctioned by Malaysian Weightlifting
Federation .




The cozy interior of Just Caffe.

Coffee

connoisseur’s
ideal cuppa

Story by Caleb Yeoh

CAFES are popping up in George Town
faster than you can say “triple-shot
skinny latte with mocha sprinkles”, and
if you ask any Penangite where the best
latte can be found, you’ll get an array
of answers, almost as diverse as finding
out where the best char koay teow on
the island is (Stall 47 at Gurney Drive
and Ah Leong Char Koay Teow, Tan-
jung Bungah, in this writer’s opinion).

In light of the coming yuletide season
where merry-making and sweet treats
come to mind, Buletin Mutiara took to
the streets in search of the ideal coffee
joint for you to usher in the Christmas
season, holiday Christmas blends in-
cluded.

A stone’s throw away from the hustle
and bustle of inner George Town along
Jalan Green Hall lies, in this writer’s/cof-
fee enthusiast’s humble point of view, a
gem of a cafe that you probably haven’t
heard of.

JustCaffe, established at some point
early last year serves up a piping hot 8oz
double ristretto shot latte at the cheapest
price on the island (RM 8.00 flat).

At first glance, you’d probably think
they serve it cheaper by compromising on
its standards, but after the first sip, you’ll
be wanting the second, third, fourth and
15th almost instantly.

Owner Kelvin Tan says that it’s a pol-
icy at JustCaffe to serve up grade A cups

Just Caffe also has 3-D latte art with this
adorable teddy bear latte pour.

of coffee, “all the time, every time”.

“Believe it or not, we’re actually the
pioneer cafe in Penang that first served up
Paninis (Italian sandwiches) as a staple
food on our menu,” said Tan during an
interview at JustCaffe, which is probably
the only cafe in town with a seaside view.

With its simple, no nonsense interior
design fused together with a cozy and
private setting, the ambience of the cafe
brings about a “second home” kind of feel
as Tan and his girlfriend, Kirsten Ephraim,
treat regulars like members of the family,
with remembering customised usual or-
ders from their regular customers.

When asked about the meaning and
origins of the name, JustCaffe, Tan said:

A close up of what a Dutch Pancake looks like.

Kelvin and his lovely girifriend Kirsten
posing for Buletin Mutiara.

“Justice is a concept that is important
here.”

Prying further into this, we found out
that JustCaffe works hand in hand with

Pmm@lﬂﬁm
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Kawan, a local halfway house located on
Love Lane, George Town.

“We believe in investing in people as
much as pouring the perfect coffee. We
collect second-hand goods from people
and pass them on to Kawan. We also sup-
ply them with whatever we can like extra
cups and such,” he added.

In light of Christmas and Kirsten’s
Dutch roots, JustCaffe will be bringing a
piece of Holland’s Christmas over to
Penang in the form of Dutch pancakes.

“During the Christmas season, a special
treat we get back at my home in Holland
are the Dutch pancakes. It’s a well-kept
family recipe!” Kirsten jokingly said as
she explained that a Dutch pancake in a
nutshell was a savory kind of pancake
unlike anything you’ve ever had.

Just Caffe

52 Green Hall Road

(opposite Segi College), 10200 Penang.
Business Hours: Everyday

except Tuesday (11am — 10pm)
Contact: 04 261 2433



Story and pix by Mark James

IT is not widely known that Nov
25 has been dubbed Interna-
tional Meatless Day and that
Penang is an active participant
in the global event.

Organised by the Malaysian
Meatless Day Campaign Com-
mittee, the International Meat-
less Day Charity Carnival was
held to raise funds for various
charities and to raise awareness
of implementing a more fibre
friendly diet to Malaysians.

The event, in its 12th year,
saw participation from several
NGOs, individuals and even
commercial organisations com-
ing together to form 35 stalls
selling a wide variety of cooked
and ready to cook food items.

Pishu Murli Hassaram, the
organising chairman of the char-

ity event, was optimistic of
reaching the goal of RM40,000
in this year.

Among the charitable organisa-
tions that will receive the proceeds
are the Community AIDS Service
Penang (CASP) and the Sadhu
Vaswani Welfare fund.

A charity lunch was also given
to the residents of the Silver Ju-
bilee Home and children of the
Ramakrishna Orphanage.

“I am proud to announce that
we have already crossed the
13,000 pledges mark this year
and we are bound to reach and
surpass last year‘s figure of
13,406 pledges to go meatless
on International Meatless Day,”
said Pishu.

Among the 13,000 pledges,
state chairman for Town &
Country Planning and Housing,
Jagdeep Singh Deo was one of

those who pledged to go meat-
less on Nov 25.

“The state government and
myself fully support the promo-
tion of healthy living and diet.
How apt that even our state‘s
recurring motto ,greener, clearn-
er, safer and healthier Penang*
can be extended to an auspicious
occasion such as this,” Jagdeep
joked with the carnival goers.

The Penang state government
has donated RM 10,000 while
Jagdeep has also personally
donated RM5,000 to the charity
carnival‘s cause.

Earlier last month, Penang
played host to the International
Vegetarian Union delegation
who came to Penang for a work-
ing tour in conjunction with the
Asian Vegetarian Congress.

According to Pishu, all 22
delegates were thoroughly satis-
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Penang tops ...
even in vegetarian world

Jagdeep (left) shares a light moment with stall operators at the
International Meatless Day Charity Carnival.

fied feasting on the wide variety
of vegetarian food served in
Penang and that Penang now has
areputation that puts the state on
the vegetarian map of the world.

Pishu also extended his

thanks to Methodist Boys
School principal Gan Hua Beng
for providing the carnival‘s
venue and all those who came
to contribute and support the
carnival.

Martial arts takes centre stage

Taekwando atheletes put up an impressive demo for the crowd at
Occupy Beach Street.

WITH the fancy flips, kicks and
stance, martial arts performanc-
es was a sure crowd puller dur-
ing the recent Occupy Beach
Street event [1 Dec].

Visitors of the weekly event
started gathering in front of the
State Sports Council booth at 9
am as the state wushu coach
begins to brief the crowd on the
basics of the sport.

But the moment some 22
wushu athletes took center
stage, it was practically a pho-
tography session in the making
as the audience started shooting
away using their devices ranging

from smart phones to compact
cameras and fancy dslr cameras.

The audience was left in awe
as seniors and juniors athletes
showed off their wushu skills
with and without weapons
which was accompanied by
music.

The second sports demonstra-
tion and briefing involving one
coach and 18 tackwondo ath-
letes was also witnessed by a big
audience.

The junior and senior athletes
displayed their powerful taek-
wondo kicks and punches which
left the audience glued to their

places.

The last martial arts show-
case for the day proved to be a
unique experience for the crowd
as they were treated to a rarely
seen martial arts performance
— muaythai.

Complete with the traditional
costume and music, a young
muaythai athlete performed the
wai kru which is a ceremonial
dance performed before a muay-
thai fight commences.

The muaythai demonstration
by four athletes then started with
technical kicks and punches on

A young muaythai opponent
performing the wai kru which
is a ceremonial dance.

Young wushu atheletes keeping audience in awe with their
performance.

paddings held by the coach
which was an interesting method
to educate the crowd on the
sport.

All three sports demonstra-
tion were repeated twice in two
separate sessions.

Council director Fred Tan said
the martial arts performances
were definitely successful in
drawing a big crowd during the
Occupy Beach Street do.

“I am proud to see that we
managed to attract a large audi-
ence during the martial arts
performances by the wushu,
tackwondo and muaythai.

“Hopefully it will make more
Penangites keen on learning up
these martial arts be it for self
defense, exercise or even at
competitive level,” said Tan.

He added that it also helped
to boost the athletes’ confidence
in their skills and gave coaches
the opportunity to interact with
others aside from athletes.

The following weekend [8
Dec] will feature sports such as
three on three basketball, street
soccer and sepak takraw.

The crowd will also be in-
vited to play the sports during
the event.
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It will be a good start to the new school year for some 200 primary school children from the Air Itam corp_orate social responsibility (-?vent organised jointly by Sony and
Jawi assemblymember, Soon Lip Chee.

constituency who received free uniforms for school next year.
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Children are fascinated with
the exhibition on prevention of
dengue fever held during the
‘Beautification of Prai’ event
organised by Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP).

MPPP is doing a roadshow to explain to the people about the new
parking system which will be implemented next year. These two
young children are listening attentively at Prangin Mall.

GClub recently organised a Children’s Traffic Safety Campaign to increase awareness among school
children aged 7 to 12. This is in line with the State Government’s Cleaner, Greener, Safer Penang
campaign to promote Penang as one of the most liveable places.




Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

TO mark its 13th anniversary, ViTrox
Corporation Berhad celebrated the
opening of its 120,000sq ft, four-storey
ViTrox Innovation Centre in the Bayan
Lepas Industrial Park on Dec 7.

Its president and chief executive
officer Chu Jenn Weng said the centre
houses the research and development,
sales and marketing, service and sup-
port along with administration and
manufacturing sections.

“The RM20mil expansion started
in 2011 and is now 90% completed.
Only the top floor is undergoing
renovation,” he said at the building’s
opening ceremony.

“Once completed, we expect our
manufacturing capabilities to increase
four fold.”

The company designs and manufac-
tures automated vision inspection
equipment and system-on-chip em-
bedded electronics devices for the
semiconductor and electronics pack-
aging industries.

Chu said the company started with a

start-up capital of
RM20,000 and it now had
a market capitalisation of
more than RM280 million.

ViTrox chairman Datuk
Seri Kelvin Kiew, in his
speech, said the company
has been recording profits
every year for the past 13
years.

Chief Lim Guan Eng
congratulated ViTrox on
its success, stressing that
it was a remarkable
achievement.

“The key to success is
to have the right people
doing the right job,” he
said, before launching
the ViTrox open day and
“Million Heart” musical
concert.

Also present was ViT-
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ViTrox marks 13 years

HANDUSTRY B

rox senior vice-president A technical staff attending to an inspection machine.

Steven Siaw.

At the event, Lim was given a sur-
prise birthday treat when ViTrox
employees rolled out a lighted birth-
day cake for him.

Lim turned 53 on Dec 8.

During the event, ViTrox also do- Jalan Macalister as well as for the
nated RM1.5 million to the Buddhist building of a dialysis centre in Logan
Tzu Chi Merit Society Malaysia for Road.

the building of an education centre in

Upgrading for KDU Penang

THE evening showers on Nov 21 did not deter
some 50 media personnel in Penang from con-
verging on KDU Penang to indulge in an exquisite
fine-dining experience at its Bon Appetit Restau-
rant.

The function, co-sponsored by media vendors
such as Ikatan Asli, E-Network Connection, Op-
timal Media and EDSB Outdoor, was KDU’s
annual Media Appreciation Night.

There was much merry-making as the college’s
management, staff and media friends mingled
over gourmet dishes prepared by KDU Penang’s
own Hospitality and Culinary Arts School master
and celebrity chefs.

In her welcoming speech, chief executive of-
ficer and principal of KDU Penang, Dr Chong
Beng Keok thanked the media for their continuous
support towards KDU Penang news and events
throughout the years.

“KDU Penang has just been invited by the
Ministry of Education to be upgraded to a univer-
sity college next year,” Chong announced.

“As we are moving forward as a university
college, we are currently upgrading our campus
facilities even further with the development of
two new SMART classrooms which will be com-
pleted by this month,” she said.

These SMART classrooms will be equipped

Chong (seated, fourth from left) posing for a group photograph with KDU’s chef and press members.
- Pix courtesy of KDU Penang

with the latest technology such as interactive
projector and magnetic whiteboard walls to fa-
cilitate outcome based learning activities.
Meanwhile, KDU Penang senior marketing and
communications manager Neoh Soon Ken also
expressed his thanks to the various press repre-

sentatives for their continuous coverage of KDU
Penang’s events and news.

“KDU Penang has confirmed plans to build a
new campus in the Batu Kawan area which will
be a stone’s throw from the Second Penang
Bridge,” he said.
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