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Moving to reduce traffic jams

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

TRAFFIC woes, a bane for Penan-
gites and especially for folk in the
Paya Terubong and Air Itam areas,
may soon be a thing of the past as
the Penang Pakatan Rakyat State
Government is going to announce
a high impact traffic mitigation
project for the area at the end of this
month.

Paya Terubong and Air Itam are
the highest densely populated areas
in Penang and possibly in the coun-
try as well.

Coupled with the huge number
of vehicles in Penang, people have
to almost spend half their time
caught in traffic jams.

“The Pakatan Rakyat govern-
ment is a people-centric govern-
ment. We dare to make this big
decision which will cost millions of
ringgit because we take heed of the
people’s hardships, sufferings and
hear their grouses,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said during his
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visit to Farlim on Jan 27.

“The people voted for a change
in 2008 and this is the kind of
change they expect. Unlike others,
we don’t make election promises
where they tell the people that
things will be done only after elec-
tions. Pakatan Rakyat is different.
We decide now and we give to the
people of Paya Terubong and Air
Itam the real change they expect.”

The project involves linking
Lebuhraya Thean Teik with Thean
Teik Road which will lead to the
Tun Lim Chong Eu expressway
(Jelutong expressway).

It is a four-lane road with pos-
sibly a flyover and tunnel.

Lim told the press that the full
details of the project will be re-
vealed after the Chinese New Year
holiday after the exco members
have approved the tender award.

Traffic congestion is expected to
be reduced by 30 per cent - a huge
figure in terms of reduction of traf-
fic jams.

“We may not have the money

http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

(From left) MPPP secretary Ang Aing Thye, exco member Lim Hock
Seng, Lim, MPPP deputy Director of Engineering A. Rajendran and
assemblymember for Air Itam who is also an exco member Wong
Hon Wai looking at the plan of the proposed high impact traffic

reduction mitigation project.
butif we wait longer, traffic conges-
tion will get even worse and the cost
of building the road will increase.
Therefore, the Pakatan Rakyat
makes this brave decision to do it
now,” Lim said.

The severe traffic congestion is
attributed to several factors.

According to Lim, there are 2.3
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million vehicles in Penang though
the population is only 1.6 million.
Meanwhile, during holidays,
90,000 vehicles cross the Penang
Bridge to get to the island.

“In the last five years, the num-
ber of vehicles in Penang has also
increased. Due to the economic
prosperity enjoyed by the people in

Penang, they can now afford cars
and hence, the increase in conges-
tion,” he said.

“Traffic congestion poses a very
big challenge forus. Unfortunately,
public transport is under the Fed-
eral Government. Taxis and buses
are under the Federal Government.
Even if we want to build trams in
Penang, no one will dare to invest
in it because it involves billions of
ringgit. What if the Ministry of
Transport pulls back approval?
That leaves us with no alternative
but to provide one more road,” Lim
added.

Despite the constraints as the
Federal government has control
over transportation, Penang has
been proactive in solving traffic
congestion problems.

Some of the measures taken are
encouraging the people to cycle,
providing free shuttle buses for fac-
tory workers who cross from the
mainland to the island, upgrading
the roads and improving the traffic

system.

US! The State exco members
- wishing Penangites all the best
~ for the new year. (Seated from left)
s - Chow Kon Yeow, Datuk Mansor
[ man, Lim Guan Eng, Prof. Dr.
P. Ramasamy and Lydia Ong Kok
:‘. of} (Stqlndlng from left) Datuk

desm, Lim Hock



Lim thanks people for

support against Bible threat

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
has praised Malaysians from all
walks of life for taking a stand
against the purported Bible-burn-
ing festival that was to have been
held in Butterworth recently.

“The Penang state govern-
ment records its appreciation to
the Penang police and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) enforcement personnel
for taking the necessary steps to
stop the extremists from carry-
ing out their plan,” Lim said in
a recent press statement.

“We also thank the people from
both in Penang and Malaysia as
well as outside Malaysia and our
Muslim brothers and non-Muslims
for their prayers and support
against such a vile and abhorrent
act,” he added.

The failure of the Bible-burning
fest sends a strong message for
mutual respect amongst different
faiths, peace and harmony to the
extremists who want not only to
burn the Bible but to burn down
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Menteri Besar of Kelantan and also PAS
spiritual leader Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat was
invited to Member of Parliament Karpal
Singh’s house at Western Road, Penang

on Jan 27. The two leaders are seen here
shaking hands while assemblymembers
Datuk Salleh Man and S. Raveentharan look

on.

Malaysia.

“This incident has brought us
international shame and we urge
Attorney-General Tan Sri Abdul
Gani Patail to stop appeasing
Perkasa but take action against its
leaders for calling for the Bible to
be burnt,” Lim said, referring to

Assemblymembers Datuk Salleh Man and S. Raveentharan with Kelantan

Menteri Besar Datuk Nik Aziz looking at the special birthday cake at Karpal

Malay rights gjngh’s house.
NGO Perkasa

and its leader Datuk Ibrahim Ali
who had made the call.
Malaysians are grateful that
Muslims and Malays also reject
such extremist tactics that are
similar to those employed by Hitler

Tok Guru Nik Aziz meets Bishop Sebastian Francis

By Anil Netto
Printed with permission

ON a day when a threat of Bible-
burning by unknown bigots fiz-
zled out, Pas spiritual leader Nik
Aziz hosted a friendly private
meeting with Catholic Bishop
Sebastian Francis.

It may have been Nik Aziz’s
82nd birthday on Sunday, but it
was the octogenarian who hand-
ed over a cake to the Bishop of
the Penang Diocese, which cov-
ers Penang, Kedah, Perlis, Perak
and Kelantan. On the cake was
inscribed the simple words: Kpd:
Yg Mulia Bishop, Daripada: Tn
Guru Dato Nik Aziz, Mursyidul
Am Pas.

Though Nik Aziz had a full
schedule in Penang, he cancelled
another appointment to make
sure he could meet Sebastian at
short notice. Looking frail, the
Tok Guru said he now finds it
difficult to stand air-conditioning
and even rain. But sunshine is
always welcome, he said, his face
brightening up.

Though Tok Guru tires easily

— he has a pacemaker — his aides
say he perks up when the occa-
sion demands such as when ad-
dressing a large ceramah. And on
this occasion, he was clearly
looking forward to meeting the
Bishop.

Nik Aziz touched on the im-
portance of kerohanian (spiritual-
ity) — which Sebastian whole-
heartedly agreed to — and la-
mented the excessive emphasis
on materialism in development
models today.

The Tok Guru pointed out that
Islam honours the prophets, in-
cluding Jesus. In Kelantan, he
was pleased to add, there were
many images of Buddha.

Bishop Sebastian expressed
concern about Tok Guru’s health
and said he would pray for him:
“The nation needs your spiritual
example,” he said.

Tok Guru expressed regret that
certain people had created a con-
troversy over religious matters.
Bishop Sebastian concurred say-
ing that that wasted energy could
be better spent looking for miss-
ing children, for instance.

Later, when posing for a group
photo, Nik Aziz joked: “I don’t
know what the mainstream media
is going to say about my meeting
with you!”

The closed-door meeting was
held on an auspicious date for the
Pas spiritual leader for several rea-
sons: It was his birthday; it was the
first time he had witnessed a Thai-
pusam celebration in Penang (en
route to meeting MP Karpal Singh
at his residence). He also received
news that he is now a great-grand-
father twice over — newborn twins.
(He has 10 children and 52 grand-
children — that’s a lot of birthdays
to keep track of!)

Earlier, he had laid the founda-
tion stone for a minaret at a
mosque in Batu Uban, which was
built around 1710 (according to
Mujahid), well before Francis
Light set foot in Penang in 1786.

And it was the first time he
was meeting Bishop Sebastian.
When told that the Penang Dio-
cese includes Kelantan, Nik Aziz
immediately invited Sebastian to
drop by at his residence in the
East Coast state.

and the Nazis in Germany before
the Second World War.

The failure of the attorney-
general to act against Perkasa will
only encourage such future acts of
impunity by extremists to threaten
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our multi-racial society.

“The time has come for the BN
government to draw the line by
taking firm action to ensure that no
one threatens any holy books of

any religion.”
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This one’s from me to you: Tok Guru presents Bishop
Sebastian with a mouth-watering cake.

After about 30 minutes, Nik
Aziz appeared to tire and he re-
quested Mujahid to take his place
to deliver a khutbah (sermon) at
a surau after the meeting. (After
resting, he made a brief 15-minute
appearance at a ceramah later in
the night.)

The meeting with the Bishop
was held at Nik Aziz’s suite in a
hotel in Penang. Also present in
the Pas team were Parit Buntar
MP Mujahid Yusof Rawa, who
had just returned from a dialogue
at Fatima Church in Kangar, and

Tasik Gelugor Pas information
chief Abdul Rahman Kasim as
well as close aides of Tok Guru.

Bishop Sebastian was accom-
panied by Sister Marie Jeanne of
the Little Sisters of the Poor and
Arokiadass, newly appointed to
take charge of inter-religious dia-
logue in the Penang Diocese.

This quiet and dignified en-
counter was the perfect riposte to
the bigots who are trying to divide
and rule the people and divert
attention from the real issues of
the day.



Hope for

stateless
folk

Story by Danny Ooi

STATELESS people in Penang will have something
to cheer about soon when a five-man team of assis-
tant registration officers spring into action on Feb 1
to help those living in a state of limbo.

Besides gathering information and statistics, this
programme also hopes to assist this group of people
to submit their applications based on the procedures
of the National Registration Department.

The initial meeting for the programme held on
Nov 3, 2012, was chaired by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng.

“Following this, the State government has elected
a five-man team for each district under the ‘Stateless
People In Penang’ programme,” Lim told a press
conference at Komtar on Jan 21.

Those elected were Chiam Heng Aik, Abdul Ra-
him Mohamed Nor, K. Ketenasamy, A. Arumugam
and R. Gunalan.

Chiam, will take care of the Northeast district and
will operate from Level 3, Komtar, while Abdul
Rahim, who is in-charge of the Northwest district,
will be based at the Penang Island Municipal Coun-
cil (MPPP) Market Complex in Balik Pulau.

Subramaniam who will gather information for
Central Prai (SPT) will be stationed in MPSP office
in Prai.

Gunalan, responsible for Southern Prai (SPS) will
operate from Sungai Bakap multi-purpose hall.

The other elected officer, Ketenasamy, will be
responsible for Northern Prai (SPU). His office has
yet to be identified.

Job responsibilities for the officers will include:

1. Collection of information concerning stateless
people in Penang, including those who do not have
a birth certificate, identity card or permanent resi-
dence status.

2. Hold monthly meetings for assistant registration
officers to compile information of stateless people
for the whole Penang state.

3. Issue reports based on the information gathered.

4. Assist stateless people without documents like
birth certificate and identity card to submit valid and
proper applications to the NRD offices.

5. Arrange and co-ordinate with all service centres
of assemblymembers and MPs in individual areas to
carry out programmes concerned.

Lim added that the election of the officers shows
the commitment of the Penang government to assist
stateless people who have not obtained their citizen-
ship, even though they were born in Malaysia and
have stayed here for many years.

February 1 - 15,2013

Lim (fifth from left) and Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy (second from leftt) posing for a
group photograph with the registration officers.

Penang Pakatan Rakyat State Government
successfullmmhe building of the largest
Murugan temple outside of India’-"Arulmigu
Balathandayuthabani Hilltop' Murugan)Temple,which
failed tm in the past<10 years.

Pakatan Rakyat built Hindu temples. BN which runs
Penang Port Sdn. Bhd. demolished the Sri Muniswaran
Temple (in its premises) on April 2012.

PR/condeming the demolition.
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Good news for Halaman
Kenanga buyers

Story and pix by Danny Ooi

TWENTY house owners of
Halaman Kenaga in Sungai
Dua, Penang, were all smiles
when they received the keys
to their units from assembly-
members S. Raveentharan and
Sim Tze Tzin in a simple cer-
emony at the Lip Sin market
on Jan 19.

Also present was Penang De-
velopment Corporation (PDC)
deputy general manager Datuk
Abdul Rahim Isahak.

Since 2006, the Halaman
Kenaga house buyers had to
endure various controversies
with their project developer
Penang Development Corpo-
ration Properties Sdn Bhd.
(PDCP), a subsidiary of PDC.

It was reported that the buyers
of the 715 units were only al-
lowed to move into their unitsin
April last year, after the housing
action committee had a lengthy
meeting with PDCP.

“The 20 house owners who
received the mock keys today
are among the 30 families who
were paid compensation by
their previous landowner and
relocated to Halaman Kenaga.

“The remaining families
have not applied for the units,
they could be over qualified
to be accepted,” Sim, who is
the assemblymember for Pan-
tai Jerejak, told newsmen.

“I advise this group of peo-
ple to use the compensation
given to buy another house,”
he added.

Raventharan (right) and Sim (beside him) posing with some of the Halaman Kenanga buyers after

they received the mock keys.

Proud achievement
of APP FC team

- #
PBAPP FC players proudly
Story by Evelyn Joseph

displaying their official jersey for 2013.

with a very committed group.

THE PBAPP FC (Perbadanan Beka-
lan Air Pulau Pinang) football team
did the state proud by taking fourth
place in the 2012 FAM League re-
cently - a good achievement for a new
team in its debut season in the league.

Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said he is confident with the
performance of the existing manage-
ment team which has a vision and

“PBAPP FC will be more promi-
nent in this year’s league,” Lim said.

With the performance of this FC
PBAPP team, the state hopes it will
improve the image of football in Pen-
ang which has been in the doldrums
for a long time.

“I hope this team can target at least
second place this year,” Lim said after
officially launching the PBAPP FC
jersey on Jan 21 at Traders Hotel.
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Penang leads again. In order to reduce disposable food containers and cutlery,
the state government is encouraging public to bring their own containers and
cutlery to the state open house in 2013.

Penang Green Council (PGC Strategies Sdn Bhd) is giving “BYO Incentive”
to the first 1,000 public who bring their own containers and cutleries to the
state government Chinese New Year open house as follows:-

Date : 14th February 2013
Time : 6.00pm-10.30pm

Venue: SJK(C) Keng Koon, Bukit Tambun,
Simpang Ampat 14110, Seberang Prai Selatan
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MPPP plans 27 community
programmes for 2013

Story by Evelyn Joseph
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP)
onJan 18 launched its event calendar for the year
2013 at Dewan Bandaran Penang.

A total of 27 community programmes, rec-
reation, sports and cultural events have been
planned to ensure the government’s aim of
creating a “Cleaner, Greener, and Safer &
Healthy Penang” is achieved.

“The events will not be successfully imple-
mented without the support of the private sector,
non-governmental organisations and sports clubs
associations.” said MPPP president Datuk Pata-

hiyah Ismail.

“As a local authority, MPPP not only covers
aspects of basic amenities, but also organises
various events that lead to the cordial relation-
ship among the people and promote a healthy
lifestyle among the people in Penang,” she
added.

In addition, MPPP will also establish “Car
Free Day” as well as community programme
such as “Cleaner, Greener Penang” during the
year.

Patahiyah hoped these programmes will have
a significant impact on the people of Penang to
promote healthy living and sustainability of a
safe and clean city.

Nostalgia reigns at P. Ramlee Festival Night

PERANG

Part of the crowd attending the P. Ramlee Festival Night at Komtar.

Story by Danny Ooi

IT was a nostalgic night walking down memo-
ry lane for the crowd present during the late Tan
Sri P.Ramlee Festival gala dinner held at Dewan
Tunku ‘Dome ‘ at Komtar (Level 5) on Jan 13.

Organised by Penang Institute, the function
highlighted performances like ‘Twist’ dance by
the Artistic Artist group, medley of songs by
Orchestra P. Ramlee, sketches by comedian
Mamu and songs by the P. Ramlee Karaoke
Competition winners.

The night’s entertainment also included a
sharing session by Ramlee’s close friend, Datuk
Aziz Sattar.

The dinner was graced by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng. Also present was Penang Insti-
tute chief executive officer, Zairil Khir Johari.

Lim in his speech congratulated Penang
Institute for having successfully organised the
month-long festival to remember and bring back
the legacy of the master entertainer’s era to the
community.

“For me, P. Ramlee was not only a Penang

icon, but he was part of the glory days of the
Malaysian filmmaking and entertainment industry.

“His movies and compositions also reflect
the richness of the state’s culture and legacy,”
Lim said.

“We are very proud to remember him. In
fact, culture represents something that bridges
social exclusivity, and encompasses popular
culture like P. Ramlee that we celebrate to-
night.”

He added that the closeness means culture
cannot be separated from daily elements includ-
ing politics, since culture resembles an arena
joining social community.

“Allow me to share the phrase of a well-
known writer from Indonesia, Pramoedya
Ananta Toer who said ‘children of all races’.

“For me, the works of P. Ramlee do not
belong to any particular race or any country. His
works belong to all of us, since he is the ‘star
for children of all races’,” Lim said.

Lim went on to say that the P. Ramlee Fes-
tival will be endorsed as a yearly programme
for Penang.

Council secretary Ang Aing Thye giving away the newly-launched
events calendar to Patahiyah.

Ong sings to help earthquake victims
Story by Albert Benedict Manikam

A MAN who works tirelessly to help people in misery or trou-
ble.

That simply describes Albert Ong, who was introduced to
the media at at a press conference by exco for Health, Welfare,
Caring Society and Environment Phee Boon Poh.

In 2011, when an earthquake followed by a tsunami hit Japan,
Ong was greatly concerned and immediately released his debut
album consisting of Japanese songs.

Hesold 500 copies to raise funds for the victims and single-
handedly raised RM 10,000 in 10 days.

Ong started listening to and singing Japanese songs about
four years ago.

He performed at the annual Bon Odori Festival for the first
time in 2010 and since then has performed at countless events,
charity functions, dinners and before dignitaries and person-
alities.

He plans to raise RM 10,000 to donate to Japan’s 2011 earth-
quake and tsunami victims by selling 100 copies of his self-
released DVD of Japanese songs.

“It has been almost two years since the March 11 disaster in
Japan and many victims are still staying in shelters and strug-
gling to pick up the pieces. Just handing over funds to them is
not enough. I feel I need to do more. So, I plan to fly over to
the affected areas in Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima to hand over
the money and at the same time sing Japanese songs to them,”
he said.

He has raised thousands of ringgit in aid of various charita-
ble organistions.

Some of the organisations to which he had rendered his as-
sistance are St. Nicholas Home, St. Joseph’s Orphanage, Mount
Miriam Cancer Hospital and Penang Cheshire Home.

Ong’s one-week trip to Japan will be in April.



The dream of a New Malaysm

Lim and the Menteri Besar of Selangor Tan Sri Abdul Khalid
Ibrahim were amongst the speakers at the HKR.

Story by Chan Lilian, Pix by Wira Andika

“ALL of you here have proven that this is no longer a dream. The
dream of a New Malaysia. A New Malaysia where the rakyat live
in unity with dignity, freedom, truth, justice, democracy, integrity
and welfare for all!” Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng told a
crowd of 150,000 who gathered at the Stadium Merdeka on Jan 12
for the Himpunan Kebangkitan Rakyat HKR or People’s Uprising
Rally.

“Change is in your hands. The New Malaysia is in your hands.
As Pakatan Rakyat leaders, we repeat our dreams - Malaysia belongs
to the 22 million Malaysians of all races,” Lim continued.

“Udah lah! (It’s enough) The time has come. After 55 years, we
have proven that Malaysians love peace, harmony and justice. I
believe that all of you who gathered here, who came from far and
wide, including Sabah and Sarawak, reject corruption, abuse of
power and cronyism. We want a people-centric government,” Lim
said as the crowd roared and clapped.

Penang was also taken as an example of how Pakatan Rakyat’s
administration has benefitted the people.

Lim told the people how Penang provides free Wi-Fi for the peo-
ple and connect the people on the island.

Thunderous claps rang through the packed the stadium when Lim
announced that if Pakatan Rakyat goes to Putrajaya, the whole of
Malaysia will also enjoy free Wi-Fi.
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“If Pakatan Rakyat goes to Putrajaya, there WI|| be free

wi-fi for Malaysia like the Penang free wi-fi enjoyed by
Penangites,” Lim told the 150,000 crowd.

There was only standing room when 150,000 people packed into the Stadium Merdeka, filling
up even the football field.

A colourful trail to GE13

Comment by Chan
Lilian

DURING the last gen-
eral election in March
2008, Penangites may
recollect vividly how
they had worn red shirts
to the mammoth gather-
ing at Han Chiang a few
nights before the 12th
General Election on
March 8, 2008.

It was a sea of red
shirts consisting of
30,000 people.

Now, the Pakatan
Rakyat component par-
ties of PAS, Keadilan
and DAP, who formed
the Penang State Gov-
ernment after March 8,
2008, have come up with
an even more colourful
campaign trail.

“We are focusing on public participation in
the coming general election campaign. We hope
they will support our steadfast cause by wearing
different colours of shirts including yellow
(Bersih), Green (Himpunan Hijau) and red
(Ubah),” exco member Chow Kon Yeow to-
gether with Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Man-
sor Othman and assemblymember for Permatang
Pasir Datuk Salleh Man urged Penangites during
a press conference on Jan 29.

Penangites are well known for their enthusi-
asm, opinions and strong will.

They had bravely voted in a new State Govern-
ment in the last general election. Their united
force, though not visibly seen four to five years
ago, had brought the concerted change.

Penang Pakatan Rakyat leaders - from left : Deputy Chief
Minister | Datuk Mansor Othman, exco member Chow Kon Yeow
and assemblymember Datuk Salleh Man.

Will they now step forward in their multi-
coloured shirts of yellow, red and green to make
their stand visible? Do the traffic lights remind
Penangites of Bersih, Ubah and Himpunan Hijau
for stopping to ponder, get ready to change and
move forward?

Well, that shall be revealed when the people
are bitten by the election campaign bug.

With elections looming on the horizon, Pen-
angites will surely revel and enjoy the “once-in-
five years” pastime of political talk in coffeshops.

Even the most apolitical Penangite cannot
resist making a prediction of election results
because they know the results lie in their hands
as they have the power to make the change.

With the current State Government of DAP,
Keadilan and PAS, Penangites now have a choice
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Push for Penang SMEs

Story by Evelyn Joseph

THE Penang state government recognises
the importance of small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) as they are the backbone of
the state’s economy.

Taking this into consideration, the state
has organised a dialogue session to provide
aconducive business-friendly environment
for all Batu Kawan Industrial Park and
Penang Science Park.

“We have come up with a three-prong
approach to help spawn and develop local
SME:s to complete regionally and globally.”
said Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng during
his speech on dialogue with new companies
located at Batu Kawan Industrial Park and
the Penang Science park held at Hotel Trad-
ers on Jan 29.

The first approach is to set up the SME
Market Advisory, Resource and Training
(SMART) Centre, to develop the local sup-
ply chain and enhance management and
technological capabilities of the local SMEs

to enable them to compete in the global
markets.

The Penang SME Centre is the second
phase of the State’s three-prong approach
for SMEs which serves to incubate promis-
ing and innovative SMEs and more impor-
tantly is rented out to qualified SME start-up
at subsidised rates of approximately
RMO0.80 cents psf.

The final approach was to develop and
establish SME villages particularly in Bukit
Minyak Industrial Park, Penang Science Park
and Batu Kawan Industrial Park. These SME
villages are strategically located in close prox-
imity with existing and new MNCs as well as
large local companies, thus enabling and sup-
porting the just-in-time (JIT) concept practised
by most companies.

Currently, almost 30 companies have
confirmed to be located at the SME Vil-
lage at Penang Science Park with a total
value investment of approximately
RM250 million, generating 2,075 em-
ployment opportunities.

Another 150 acres has been allocated
for SMEs in the SMI Village in Batu
Kawan.

In Phase 1, 29 local SMEs have been
allocated land at a subsidised rate of 10 per
cent with total investments of approxi-
mately RM196 million creating employ-
ment for 2,011.

The price accorded to the SMEs in the
SMI Village at Batu Kawan was at a 10
per cent subsidised rate compared to the
new price as of Dec 21.

Therefore in total, the SMI Village in
Batu Kawan Industrial Park and Penang
Science Park produce approximately a
total value investment of almost RM450
million and 4,100 jobs.

Lim added that Malaysian SME maga-
zine has recognised Penang as the only
state in Malaysia that emphasises SME
development.

“It is important that we receive your
feedback so that we can build even better
facilities to improve our delivery system to

HUKIT MINYAK
INDUSTRIAL PARK
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Map shows the SMEs industries (in
orange) located at Bukit Minyak.

serve the industrial community in Penang
and therefore I hope such dialogue in the

future will further promote SMIs.”

Chow (right) sharing a light moment with Penang
Transport Council members during the Appreciation
Dinner held at Gurney Hotel.

SOME 100 guests, comprising
heads of departments and mem-
bers from Penang Transport
Council, Penang Island Munici-
pal Council (MPPP) , Seberang
Prai Municipal Council (MPSP),
State Secretary, Rapid Penang
and State Road Transport De-
partment, attended the Penang
Transport Council Appreciation
Dinner at Gurney Hotel in
George Town on Jan 21.

In his speech, exco for Local
Government and Traffic Man-
agement Chow Kon Yeow said
the Penang Government has
great concern for traffic issues
considering the increase of
vehicles and the worsening traf-
fic condition which has become
a daily problem for motorists.

“Since 2008, the State Gov-
ernment has taken various ini-
tiatives to solve traffic conges-
tion.

“The Penang Transport Mas-
ter Plan is one of the long-term
initiatives to solve the traffic

problem and assist development
in a holistic way,” he added.

Among those present at the
dinner were State Economic
Planning Unit (UPEN) assistant
director Hafidzah Hassan and
MPPP councillor Ang Aing
Thye.

Chow said the primary aim
of the appreciation dinner is to
reward the Penang Transport
Council members for their input
and feedback to the State Gov-
ermnment, which has helped in
the formation of the masterplan,
for which Penangites have been
waiting for a long time.

He added that the Penang
Transport Council was estab-
lished in July 2010 with 23
members who were experts in
the field of transport and traffic
control elected on a voluntary
basis for a duration of two years.

“The Penang Transport Mas-
ter Plan is now in its final stage
and will be launched soon. A
comprehensive report will be

Master plan to ease traffic woes

submitted to all relevant agen-
cies and the Penang Transport
Council.

“A roadshow will be organ-
ised to inform the public about
the short and long-term plans of
the State Government. The time
frame for the short-term plan
will be from 2013 to 2015, the
middle plan - from 2015 to 2020
while the long-termis from 2020
to 2030,” Chow said.

He added that the Northern
Corridor Implementation Author-
ity has funded RM1.5 million for
the Penang Transport Master
Plan.

Chow went on to say that
focus will be given to the short-
term plan from 2013 - 2015.

“This initial step will be the
deciding factor for the whole
master plan.

“I hope all agencies involved
will give their full co-operation
to carry out the work assigned
as outlined in the master plan,”
he added.

Meanwhile, in a related de-
velopment, Exco for Road
Works, Utilities and Transporta-
tion, Lim Hock Seng said the
Federal Government has given
the green light for the Federal
Highway 3113 project from Batu
Maung to Queens Bay to start.

“Costing a budget of RM220
million to RM350 million, pre-
liminary works for the project
will take off from Feb 1 (next

month),” he told a press confer-
ence at Komtar on Jan 30.
Also present was Exco for
Local Government and Traffic
Management, Chow Kon Yeow.
Asummary of the master plan

1. Highway Improvement Plan.
Focus on all highway link-
ages in Penang and provide
suggestions to solve traffic con-
gestion mainly in hot spot areas
and all link roads in the state.
Besides this, immediate solutions
to issues including road widen-
ing and installing of traffic lights
at main road junctions. The
mega projects proposed by the
council include :
a). Georgetown Outer Bypass.
b). North Coast Pair Road.
¢)Air Itam - Relau Pair Road.
d) North South Expressway
Link Road.

2. Public Transport Improve-
ment Plan.

Highlight a complete system
of public transportation in the
state. The town centres will be
main public transportation areas
where Tram or Bus Rapid Tran-
sit stations will be built. The
town areas will be supported by
a bus route network to ease
commuter convenience.

Regular bus services will also
be improved and various Park
and Ride programmes will be

introduced to make transporta-
tion efficient and that of choice.
Meanwhile, the ferry and KTM
commuter systems will be en-
hanced to ensure passenger
comfort is not compromised.

3. Accessibility Improvement
Plan.

This plan highlights the abil-
ity of pedestrians especially the
disabled (OKU) at major places
in the State. A Universal Design
guide will be utilised to execute
the plan.

Focus will also be on public
transportation system in rural
areas which previously was non-
existent.

4. Institutional Plan.

An institution which encom-
passes all stake holders involved
in traffic control system will be
formed. The main aim is to
achieve all objectives as formu-
lated. The human capital is
highly required in the institution,
which will be the first in the
country when established later.

5. Water Transport Study.

Involves existing ferry service
in Penang, and ways to improve
the service and also suggestions
to have more ferry terminals.
New ferry services at Queens
Bay, Weld Quay and Gurney
Drive will be a boost for tour-
ists.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PENANTI
YB Dato’ Mansor Othman

[T)) 04 - 522 1463

mansor@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 522 1463
YB Prof Dr. P. Ramasamy a/I [T; 04 - 6505134
Polomsomy F) 04 -2618715
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

PADANG KOTA

YB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 228 8514

BATU MAUNG ) )
YB Dato’ Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

[T% 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL

YB Lim Hock Seng T 04-3317175
limhockseng@penang.gov.m F) 04-3317175
BATU LANCHANG

YB Law Heng Kiang T) 04 - 282 6419
lawhengkiahg@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 282 6419
SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04 -262 0860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T)) 04-5880818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM )
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.m

[T% 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT .
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 530 8476

DATO’ KERAMAT

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO T) 04 - 226 2464

jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464

PANTAI JEREJAK

YB Sim Tze Tzin T) 019 - 443 2088

simfzetzin@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 641 3088

MACHANG BUBOK

YB Dato’ Tan Hock Leong T) 04 - 552 1366
hltan@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 552 1366

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu . . T) 017 - 472 9990

dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com F) 04-2288514

JAWI
YB Tan Beng Huat
tanbenghuat2000@yahoo.com

[T;O4 -598 1877

F)O4 - 598 1877
PENGKALAN KOTA (T)O4 250 1521
YB Keng Ee ) -2501522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F)O4 2501523
BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanaseharan a/l Autheraphy T) 04 -538 1162
atana@first.net.my F) 04 - 537 1163

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Ong Khan Lee
jason oklpyohoo com

T) 04 - 818 2008
[Fgo 4-818 2008

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Ng Wei Aik
ngweéiaik@penang.gov.my; nweiaik@

mail.com

[T; 04 -227 0215
F) 04 - 227 8215

PADANG LALANG

YB Tan Cheong Heng T) 04 - 502 5071

michael@dappenang.com.my F)04 - 508 9711

PAYA TERUBONG

YB Yeoh Soo Hin ; T) 04 - 229 2105

clementyeoh@hotmail.com F) 04 - 226 2550

PULAU TIKUS

YB Koay Teng Hai T) 04 - 226 3227

koaytenghai@gmail.com F) 04 - 226 3227

PERMATANG PASIR

YB Dato’ Hj. Salleh Man 04 398 4226

adunptgpasir@gmail.com 04 - 398 4226

BlB"gT TE’EJZ(F;\AQN T) 04 - 508 3977
n in Wen -

okrbkr?enqoh @gmail.com [F; 04 - 508 3677

SUNGAI PINANG

YB Koid Teng Guan O 0 - 464 3308

tgkoid@gmail.com 04 - 282 8322

BATU UBAN )
YB Raveentharan a/l Subramaniam
dunbatuuban@gmail.com

[T% 04 - 659 6007
F) 04 - 658 6007

dappg@streamyx.com

raveenkeadilan@gmail.com 04 - 2628188
SERI DELIMA
YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/l Rajaiji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 5611
DAP PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 228 8482

04 -227 1397
04 - 226 6482
(F) 04 - 228 8514

NAMA ADUN

PENAGA
YB Dato’ Haji Azhar lbrahim

No Tel/ No Faks

[T)) 04-3103100
F) 04 - 323 8017

BERTAM .
YB Hajah Zabariah Wahab

(T) 04 - 575 8670

PINANG TUNGGAL L
YB Dato’ Haji Roslan Saidin

PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Haji Shabudin Yahya

[T)) 04 - 573 4630

F) 04-570 1997
SUNGAI DUA
YB Dato’ Haji Jasmin Mohamed (T) 04 - 575 7454
TELOK AIR TAWAR

YB Dato’ Hjh. Jahara Hamid
jahara.hamid@gmail.com

T) 04 - 351 3675
F) 04 - 351 4389

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Datuk Arif Shah Haiji Omar Shah
arif@arifshah.com

(T) 04-3980185

SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Dato' Mahmud Zakaria
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my

T) 04 - 593 3100
F) 04 - 593 9529

BAYAN LEPAS .
YB Syed Amerruddin Dato’ Syed
Ahmad

PULAU BETONG .
YB Sr. Haji Muhamad Farid Saad

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

PENAGA

bertami@ ﬁohoo com

H} Rosidi Bin Hussain [B S

04 - 575 6577

BERTAM
Asrol Sani Bin Abdul Razak
asrolsani2006@gmail.com

(T) 013 - 580 6981

PINANG TUNGGAL
Muhasdey Muhamad
hadiputra78@yahoo.com

(T) 019-437 2887

PERMATANG BERANGAN
Arshad Bin Md Salleh
arshad.salleh@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 510 2633

SUNGAI DUA
Zahadi Mohd
zahadib5@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 507 3828

TELOK AIR TAWAR
Salehin Mohamed
pid_403@ymail.com

(T) 017- 427 1581

SEBERANG JAYA
Abdul Jalil Che Ros

(T) 04-390 5109
013 - 489

3227

abjteguh@gmail.com (F) 04 - 538 1440
SUNGAI ACHEH

Hj Mohd Kamil Bin Abu Bakar T) 012 - 4735774
hiwanday@yahoo.com 04 - 5827648

BAYAN LEPAS
Asnah Binti Hashim

(T) 019 - 472 6956

TELUK BAHANG o
YB Dato’ Seri Dr. Haji Hilmi Hj Yahya

[T; 04-866 1760
F) 04-866 1821

asnah_45@streamyx.com 04 - 6588152
PULAU BETONG

Hj Mohd Tuah Bin Ismaill T) 019 - 570 9500
tuahismail@yahoo.com 04 - 8668618

TELUK BAHANG
Halil Sabri Hamid )
halilsabri.hamid@gmail.com

(T) 016-400 6462
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Story by Danny Ooi and Albert
Benedict Manickam

Pix by P. Parameswari and
Danny Ooi

IT was a hive of activity as thou-
sands of devotees and visitors
flocked to the Arulmigu Balathan-
dayuthapani hill top temple in
Penang for Thaipusam on Jan 27.

Every nook and corner along
Jalan Kebun Bunga was crowded
with people inching their way up
to the temple, said to be the largest
Lord Muruga temple outside In-
dia.

On the eve of Thaipusam, the
silver chariot bearing the statue of
Lord Muruga left the Kovil Veedu
in Lebuh Penang for the Sri Nat-
tukotai Chettiar Temple in Jalan
Kebun Bunga.

Devotees surrounded the
chariot to offer flowers, fruits, in-
cense and other items as it passed
its way through the streets.

They also smashed coconuts as
the chariot passed by.

The chariot, pulled by two
white bulls, made its return jour-
ney to the Kovil Veedu on Jan 28
and arrived at 8.30pm on Jan 29.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
during the Thaipusam 2013 cele-
bration held at the Ganeshar
Temple in Jalan Kebun Bunga,
said this year's event was a sig-
nificant one for Penang.

“Today we celebrate Thai-
pusam in the new Arulmigu Sri
Bala Thandayuthabani Temple,
which is supposed to house the
largest Lord Murugan Temple

Part of the Chetti .i_',
Poosam chariot ;
procession.
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outside of India,” he said.

“Many devotees and visitors
both locally and abroad have
chosen to celebrate Thaipusam in
Penang this year, as they want to
view this majestic temple,” Lim
added.

He said very soon the Arul-
migu Sri Bala Thandayuthabani
Temple will have a cable car ser-
vice, adding the State government
had already issued the "Request
For Proposal" for the job.

Lim said on Thaipusam eve
he had visited the stalls along Jalan
Utama.

“The stalls were beautifully
decorated to fulfil the needs of the
one million devotees and visitors
who came to celebrate Thaipusam
in Penang.”

He said this year some 700
workers from Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP) will in-
crease efforts to recycle all used
plastic and organic items collected

during Thaipusam.
“Besides this, all necessary
steps have been taken to ensure
that this year's festival goes on
smoothly, to enable devotees to
fulfil their vows,” Lim said.
Meanwhile, in his Thaipusam
message, Lim said that Indians in
Penang have much to celebrate for
a number of reasons.

"The State government has
provided land for the building of
Tamil schools and Hindu temples.
Yearly grants are given not only
to Tamil primary schools but even
to Tamil kindergartens which had
never received any grants from
previous governments," Lim said.

The Lord Murugan Temple
was completed in 2012 after hav-
ing been delayed for more than 10
years.

The Penang Hindu Endow-
ment Board (HEB) which runs the
Thaipusam festivities is also cel-
ebrating its own home for the first

1 & leading/a chariot

@ ' onits way, to the

§  hillitop temple. T
L s ._-‘_- -

Devotees

February 1 - 15, 2013 I

Devotees on their way to fulfil their vows.

time in history.

The State government also
provides an annual allocation of
RM1.2 million (compared to
RM350,000 annually previously)
in recognition of the important role
HEB can play to improve the lives
of the Hindus in Penang both
culturally as well as educationally.

"The Penang HEB shall be the
model of good governance and
integrity not only for Indians in

other states but also for other
marginalised communities such as
Orang Asli, Ibans and Kadazans
in improving their lives and dig-
nity," Lim said.

In conclusion, Lim said: "Let
us welcome the Thaipusam fes-
tivities in Penang for the first time
with the new Murugan Waterfall
Temple by absorbing and celebrat-
ing our differences as part of a
multi-racial Malaysia."
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Call to expedite inter-state
water transfer project

PENANG wants Pengurusan
Aset Air Berhad (PAAB) to
expedite the Perak-Penang Wa-
ter Transfer Project to ensure
the state will not face a poten-
tial risk of water shortage after
2020.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, in a recent press state-
ment, said PAAB chairman
Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali
had given an assurance that
states that had already signed
the water restructuring deal
with PAAB would be given
funds to finance their water-
related projects.

For the record, the Penang
State government signed the
agreement with the Federal
government to facilitate Pen-
ang’s migration to the National
Water Services Industry Re-
structuring Initiative (NWSIRI)
on June 2, 2011.

PAAB is the nation’s water
assets owner and manager un-

der NWSIRI. Part of the under-
standing in the “migration” of
the water assets to the Federal
government is the responsibil-
ity to fund all water projects in
the state estimated at more than
RM3.2 billion.

“The Sungai Perak Water
Transfer Scheme proposal was
approved by the Energy, Green
Technology and Water Ministry
(KeTTHA) on June 30 June,
2012, and endorsed by Suru-
hanjaya Perkhidmatan Air Ne-
gara (SPAN), and is now await-
ing implementation approval
from the Economic Planning
Unit, Prime Minister’s Depart-
ment,” Lim said.

He added that presently, 80
per cent of Penang’s water
source is derived from Sungai
Muda and this can only meet
Penang’s water demand up to
the year 2020.

There is an urgent need to
implement the inter-state water

transfer scheme to provide for
future water demand, reduce
dependency on one source i.e.
Sungai Muda, and the uncer-
tainty due to recent logging
activities within the Kedah
water catchment areas.

The proposed Perak-Penang
Raw Water Transfer will be
carried out by pumping the raw
water to a new tunnel to be
constructed across the high-
lands dividing the Sungai Perak
and Kerian basin.

The raw water is then ex-
tracted from Sg Kerian near the
existing barrage in Penang for
subsequent treatment at the
proposed Kerian Water Treat-
ment Plant to supply potable
water for Penang State.

The project involves raw
water and treated water infra-
structure.

In the water supply restruc-
turing business model, raw
water infrastructure shall be

Lim with PBAPP chief executive officer Jaseni Maidinsa
showing media a map of the project location.

financed via a grant from the
Federal government whilst
treated water infrastructure
shall be financed by PAAB
funds.

The total estimated cost in-
volved is RM2 billion and will
take seven years to complete.

This project is expected to

provide a holistic solution to
the future water demand re-
quirements for potable water
and irrigation needs of Per-
badanan Bekalan Air Pulau
Pinang (PBAPP), Lembaga Air
Perak (LAP) and Drainage and
Irrigation Department (DID)
until the year 2050.

New land for Chung

Free tuition for Batu Maung students

—

Story and pix by Danny Ooi

BATU Maung assemblymember Ab-
dul Malik Abul Kassim said free tui-
tion classes would be given to some
90 students from primary and secondary
schools in his constituency this year.

“We will be opening up additional
classes this year as there are more stu-
dents. Currently, we have 50 students
in two centres in Batu Maung and
Sungai Ara,” he added.

Classes are set to commence this
month and an additional teacher will
also be recruited to cope with the
extra work load.

“We are paying for the full-time

teachers, while the learning centres (From left) Nur Syazana, Darshan and Nee
Tiang posing with their certificates after
receiving them from Abdul Malik at Dewan
Balai Raya in Sg Ara, Penang.

were sponsored,” Malik said at a
ceremony at Dewan Balai Raya in
Sungai Ara on Jan 28.

At the event, he presented 16 stu-
dents from the Batu Maung state constituency an appre-
ciation certificate and a RMS50 book voucher each for
excellent academic achievements.

Among those who received their rewards were G.
Darshan, 16, who has every reason to be proud after
being one of the only four students from SMK Batu Maung
in Penang to score straight As in last year’s Penilaian Me-
nengah Rendah (PMR) examination.

Darshan, who hopes to be a doctor, dedicated his suc-
cess to his parents.

He said the results
were unexpected as the
| exam questions were
quite difficult.

“I will be furthering
my studies in Negri Sem-
bilan this year,” he added.

Another student from
SMK Batu Maung, Nur
Syazana Sahidan, 16,
said she could not believe
that she scored straight
As when she viewed her
result slip.

“I am happy to have
obtained such good re-
sults as I did not go for
tuition classes. I just
study at home.

“My ambition is to
be a pharmacist in the
future,” she added.

Her mother, Haliza Hashim, 54, who accompanied her
to the ceremony, said she was very proud of her daugh-
ter’s achievements.

Haliza presented her daughter a Samsung Galaxy
Tab for her outstanding results.

Meanwhile, also spotted after receiving her certificate
was Ong Nee Tiang, 16,another PMR straight As student
from SMK Batu Maung.

“I will study harder so that I can also achieve good
grades in the SPM examination,” she said.

San school

Story by Evelyn Jo-
seph

THE state government
has approved the ap-
plication by SJIKC
Chung San, currently
situated at Lot 1159,
Sungai Tiram, Bayan
Lepas, to relocate to
Lot 8009, Sepuluh
Kongsi, Bayan Lepas.

Chief Minister Lim - Apdul Malik says the
Guan Eng said the ap- relocation move was on the
plication was made last cards since 2008.

July 17, but there was
no suitable plot to relocate to at that time.

But on Oct 22,2012, Koperasi Tunas Muda Sungai
Ara Berhad agreed to hand over seven acres of land to
the federal and 4.699 acres of school land to the state
authorities through the proposed development at Lot
8009 & Lot 8013, Mukim 12, Daerah Barat Daya.

“This proposal was made in 2008 and after some
discussion, the government finally approved it today.”
said exco for Trade and Consumer Affairs, Datuk Ab-
dul Malik Bin Abdul Kassim said during a recent press
conference.

The school board, in thanking the State government
for its efforts, said it was very delighted to have a new
plot of land for their school.
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Story by Albert Benedict

Manikam
Pix by Law Suun Ting

A DELEGATION of 25 gov-
ernment tourism officials
from Henan Province, China,
made an official visit 1o Pen-
ang o promale o cordial rels-
tionship and friendship be-
Iween Penong and Henan
Provinee.

The delegation was led by
Lhou Yao Xia, the Section
Chiel of Henan Provinee
Tourism Admianistration, her
deputy, Lo Xiao Zhou and
Chao Wel who is the direcior
general of Luohe Municipal
Towrism Administration,

They vizited many of the
tourist sites in Penang and
were thrilled at the beauty of
whiat they saw,

Of course, they also ook
the opportunity o sample
various types of Penang [ood

The delegation made o
courtsey call on Danny Law
Hieng Kiang, state execulive
councillor for Tourism Devel-
opment and Culiure af Komiar

' buleti
iisiara

on Jan 25. Law welcomed
them on behall of the Chiel
Minister and the State govern-
ment

In an interview with Bulctin
Mutiara, Zhou said that it is
amaking o see |:u.:npl..: of vari-
ous races, cultures ond tradi-
tens living logether in poice
and harmony

“The people in Penang are
wery Tortunate to have such a
fantastic Chiel Minisier who
i5 very people-ceniric and
treats everyone equally. There
i= no discrimination againsi
any race or creed,” she added.

Chao Wei said; “The food
in Penang is very delicious
We tricd many Kinds of food.™

Phe delegates said thut they
will encourage the people in
Henan Province to holiday in
Fenang.
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Courtesy visit by
Henan tourism officials

Law (front row, third from left, receiving a bamboo souvenir from the Henan tourism officials.
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State Govemment Chap Goh Meh State Open House

Esplanade, Penang
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PERFORMANCE OF THE EXCO FOR
RURAL AND TOWN PLANNING,
HOUSING AND ARTS (WONG HON WAT)

1) Improve the operations and efficiency of the State Appeals Board.
(i) Appointing board members from among professionals and
academicians to ensure just and fair hearings;
(ii) Opening of proper meeting room for deliberations by members;
(iii) Publishing a journal of the board’s decisions which will serve as
reference for landowners, developers, the public and others.

New post boxes for Air Itam residents.

ARTS
1. Upgrades to State Museum and Penang Art Gallery:
(1) Additional wings and exhibition space.
(i1) 3 Star Rating for financial management in 2011 from two stars in
2008.
(iii) 16.47% increase in Accountability Index according to 2011 Auditor-
General’s Report.
(iv) First-ever Permanent Art Collection exhibition of 578 artworks.
(v) Increase in number of visitors from 46,000 in 2007 to 77,000 in 2011.

2. First organised George Town Festival in 2009 with various cultural and
arts activities. George Town Festival is now an internally-acclaimed event
and has been organised since then every year.

3. Launch of street art with the Bangun Project at Chew Jetty, Mirrors of
Georgetown (murals), Marking George Town dan street sculpture.

4. Setting up of Penang Philharmonic to replace the Penang State
Symphony & Chorus (PESSOC). In 2012, Penang Philharmonic held 11
concert shows.

Kampung Melayu flats dwellers delighted with the new coat of paint.

HOUSING

1. Launch of rural affordable housing scheme.

2. Ensuring stable supply of affordable housing

3. Construction of State Government affordable housing through Penang
Development Corporation.

System upgrade for applications for state housing.

Aid for maintenance of existing public housing.

Aid for maintenance of HAPPY! housing schemes

Reviving abandoned housing projects.

Repairs and upgrades to houses under State rental scheme.

0 NN L b~

Culture and tradition play a vibrant role in Penang.



Heritage enclave takes on festive mood

Story by Danny Ooi

THE George Town heritage enclave
took on a very festive mood as work
started for the annual Chinese New
Year Cultural and Heritage Celebra-
tion this month.

It was a sight to behold as 9m-
high grey and white arches deco-
rated with golden lanterns and a red
flowerball in Jalan Mesjid Kapitan
Keling stood majestically to greet
visitors to the area.

The streets were also adorned
with 1,200 bright red lanterns of
various sizes.

Organising committee chairper-
son Winnie Teh Lay Hong said the
decorations, especially on the arch,
reflected a "Shanghai style" to bring
people back to the 1950s colonial
era.

“We want the young people to
learn about the history of their grand-
parents and ancestors.

“We also want them to know how
their ancestors came from China to
Penang or other places in the country
to work and live, *“ she said during
the lighting-up ceremony of the arch
and lanterns on Jan 30 by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng.

Part of the crowd that witnessed the lighting-up ceremony at Jalan Mesjid Kapitan Keling, George Town.

CHINESE NEW YEAR OPEN HOUSE PROGRAMME

NO DUN DATE

1 PULAU BETONG 8.2.2013 ( JUMAAT)
2 PENANTI 8.2.2013 ( JUMAAT )
3 TELUK BAHANG 9.2.2013.( SABTU )

4 BAYAN LEPAS 9.2:2013 ( SABTU )

5 BATU MAUNG 12.2.2013 ( SELASA)
6 KEBUN BUNGA 12.2.2013 ( SELASA
7 BALIK PULAU 12.2.2013 ( SELASA)
8 PENANTI 14.2.2013 (KHAMIS)
9 BUKIT TAMBUN 14.2.2013 (KHAMIS)
10 SG ACHEH 15.2.2013 ( JUMAAT)
11 BUKIT TENGAH 15.2.2013 ( JUMAAT )
12 PANTAI JEREJAK 15.2.2013 ( JUMAAT)
13 SG ACHEH 16.2.2013 ( SABTU )
14 KEBUN BUNGA 16.2.2013 ( SABTU )
15 BATU UBAN 16.2.2013 ( SABTU )
16 SG BAKAP 17.2.2013 (AHAD )
17 MACHANG BUBOK ~ 17.2.2013 ( AHAD

18 TELUK BAHANG 17.2.2013 (AHAD )
19 KEBUN BUNGA 19.2.2013 ( SELASA)
20 PENANTI 22.2.2013 (JUMAAT)
21 BUKIT TENGAH 23.2.2013 (SABTU)

TIME

8.00 PM

5.00

9.30 PM

8.00 PM

8.00 MALAM

7.30 MLM - 10.00 MLM
8.00 MLM - 10.00 MLM
8.00 MALAM

6.00 - 10.00 MALAM
3.00 PM

7.30 MLM - 9.30 MLM
4.00 PETANG

1.30 PM

7.30 MLM - 10.00 MLM
7.00 MLM

7.00 PM

12.00 THARI -2.00 PTG
8.00 MALAM

7.30 MLM - 10.00 MLM
8.00 MALAM

7.30 MLM - 9.30 MLM

PLACE

PEKAN BALIK PULAU

PETANG

KUALA SG PINANG

GERTAK SANGGUL

IN FRONT OF PUSAT KHIDMAT BATU MAUNG
LINEAR PARK, RIFLE RANGE

PEKAN BALIK PULAU

BERAPIT

DEWAN SEK. KEN KOON, TAMBUN

DEWAN YOK ENG SG UDANG

DEWAN SERBAGUNA PERKAMPUNGAN JURU
TAMAN SERI NIBONG

DEWAN MTG TOK MAHAT

PASAR HONG SENG

TAMAN DESA BARU, TAMAN PEKAKA
TAMAN PUTERI GUNGUNG

IN FRONT OF PUSAT KHIDMAT ADUN MACHANG BUBOK
PEKAN TELUK BAHANG

BALAI RAKYAT LADANG LADA

SG LEMBU

DEWAN JKKK BUKIT TENGAH



PDC hits back at Teng

PENANG Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) general manager
Datuk Rosli Jaafar recently took
state Barisan Nasional chairman
Teng Chang Yeow to task over
his “irresponsible” statements
on the corporation’s affordable
housing scheme project.

“I am shocked by Teng’s
untruthful and irresponsible
criticism that the affordable
housing programme carried out
by the state government is insin-
cere because setting housing
prices at RM400,000 does not
assist the poor and middle-in-
come earners,” Rosli said in a
press statement.

“How can
Teng say PDC’s
units are priced
at RM400,000
when the fact is
that it is priced at
the same range
set by the Fed-
eral government
between
RM72,500 to
RM400,000 in
the urban areas
and RM 72,500
to RM220,000 in
the rural areas?”

Rosli added it |
was also untrue

Rosli is shocked by Teng’s ‘untrue’ and
‘misleading’ statements.

for Teng to say
that PDC is mak-
ing a profit from
this affordable
housing programme.

“This is a corporate social
responsibility programme and
will be of the best quality in
Penang, especially the Batu
Kawan project which will be run
by HDB Singapore, the best
builder of affordable housing in
the world.”

PDC’s implementation of the
Penang State Government’s af-
fordable housing scheme of
19,000 units throughout the
state, including the island, is
from RM 72,500 to RM 400,000
and the RM400,000 price range
follows the Federal Govern-
ment’s PRIMA.

In fact, it was Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
who had announced the top
price range of RM400,000 for
urban areas from his 2013 Budg-
et speech last September.

“When I was tasked by Pen-
ang Chief Minister and PDC
chairman Lim Guan Eng to

carry out the special RM500
million affordable housing fund,
Lim had specified that I follow
the Federal government PRIMA
price range as he said that af-
fordable housing was too impor-
tant an issue to be politicised. To
avoid political controversy, 1
had followed the price range set
by the Federal government,”
Rosli said.

If selling houses at
RM400,000 is wrong, then why
did Teng not criticise the Fed-
eral government for doing the
same thing?

Teng’s failure to criticise the
Federal government for selling
at RM400,000 but only pick on
PDC may be seen as an attempt
to undermine the state govern-
ment’s affordable housing pro-
gramme.

“I am willing to apologise to
the Chief Minister and make
corrections to my submission of
affordable housing plans if Teng

The launch of the Penang Affordable Homes Scheme where over 13,000 units of affordable
homes starting from RM72,500 per unit will be made available to Penangites. In the picture

are (from left) Lim, exco members Chow Kon Yeow, Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim, Wong Hon
Wai, Rosli and assemblymember Ng Wei Aik.

can prove I made a mistake and
the top price range is not
RM400,000. However if Teng
fails to do so, then he should
apologise to me to prove he is
not deliberately trying to under-
mine my professional reputation

or the state government’s afford-
able housing programme.”
Until Teng provides facts that
the Federal government’s top
price range is not RM400,000,
PDC will continue with work to
open registration counters for

Stop lying, Teng'

STATE BN chairman
Teng Chang Yeow
should not lie that
Penang Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng
looks down on report-
ers who carry out
their duties just be-
cause Lim will only
give written replies to
the Star.

“Never had Lim
used the reason of
looking down on re-
porters as an excuse
for not wanting to
speak to the Star, New
Straits Times, Berita
Harian or Utusan
Malaysia reporters,”

elections,” said Cheong.

said Cheong Yin Fan,
press secretary to the Chief Minister..

In a recent development, Lim, to avoid be-
ing misquoted or his statements being twisted
with falsehoods and lies, had decided not to
reply verbally but to reply in writing to The
Star and other BN media outlets.

“Such distortion and lies has become more
common in the run-up to the coming general

said.

the public at Komtar, PDC of-
fices and Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP) head-
quarters in Bandar Perda begin-
ning on Feb 7 from 9am-5pm,
including public holidays during
the Chinese New Year.

File pic of a press conference taking place at Level 28, Komtar
where the chief minister’s office is located.

Worse, these BN media in playing up racial
sentiments and religious extremism refused
to give Lim the right of reply to correct false
news reporting.

“Teng can choose to defend these media
outlets to lie about the Penang Chief Minister.
The people shall be the judge whether they
agree with Teng’s position to be a defender of
Utusan Malaysia, NST or the Star,” Cheong
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Councillors show appreciation
to 3D workers

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Jian Wei

LOKE Tong Hock, 59, has the brightest
toothless smile and a cheerful nature.
His happy face belies the hard work he
has to endure as a cleaner at the Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP) Far-
lim wet market.

He has worked as a labourer in MPPP
for over 30 years and looks forward to
retiring in two years time.

He related to Buletin Mutiara the kind
of tasks he had to face daily. It is not
something one wants to hear or know
about, what more have to deal with
them.

“I have to pick up faeces from the
toilet floor because some people inten-
tionally ‘do it’ on the floor and not into
the toilet bowl. Women throw their used
sanitary napkins all over. I am used to
these jobs,” Loke said.

He broke into a smile again when asked
how he felt getting free rice at the Penang
City Council building at Esplanade.

“My colleagues and I are very happy,
of course. This is something we had
never get before. However, last year
onwards, we have been treated to a du-
rian party and getting free rice too. It is
good,” he said.

Seven hundred and ten packets of Skg
rice were distributed to all MPPP work-

ers and urban services and public health
officers on Jan 23.

The rice was contributed by several
councillors towards as a mark of ap-
preciation for the staff’s hard work.

“A few of us councillors and friends
decided to pool together our money to
offer this small gesture. We spent about
RMS8,875. This sector of workers are
very important for our state. They are
the ones who keep Penang cleaner,
greener, healthier and safer. So, we want
them to know that their hard work is
appreciated,” councillor Ong Ah Teong
told Buletin Mutiara.

This is the second year the councillors
have shown their appreciation to the
workers.

Since Pakatan Rakyat took over the
Penang state administration, these “un-
sung heroes” have time and again been
assured that they are important to the
state.

The 3D workers get an allowance of
RM150 per month. (3D stands for dan-
gerous, dirty and dark, meaning those
workers who have to deal with dirty
work in dark places which are dangerous
to them like those who have to crawl
into drains to clear blockages, toilet
cleaners who have to deal with down-
right dirty jobs and public health work-
ers who ensure hygienic eating places.)

Some of the exemplary workers too

This mom is glad to receive the RM200 Golden Child token for her child.

!

Loke’s brightest toothless smile says how happy he was to receive free rice
given by MPPP councillors.

have been selected to receive special
awards from the Governor during his
birthday.

All of these gestures, big and small,
have somehow made the workers feel
appreciated and in turn, empowered
them to take ownership and pride of

their respective jobs and take care of the
tasks to the best of their abilities.

In short, the yellow, “bersih” MPPP
workers are what make our Penang is-
land sparkle. With selfless individuals
like Loke, Penang is poised to get even
cleaner, greener, healthier and safer.

Golden day for 500

Story by Evelyn Joseph

ATOTAL of 250 students and 250 children in the Northeast
region received their appreciation of RM100 and RM200
on Jan 12 under the “Golden Student Programme” and
“Golden Child Programme” respectively.

Those who were not able to attend the event will be paid
through banks they had selected.

“I would like to inform you that based on the records of
the i-sejahtera system developed by the state government,
until Jan 8, a total of 23,202 people were registered in the
Golden Child’s programme and a total of 56,011 students
in the Golden Students Programme. This number will in-
crease from time to time.” said Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng at the event held in Dewan Sri Pinang.

Lim added the state government will be more proactive
in implementing such programmes to ensure the welfare of
the people in Penang is taken care of.

I-sejahtera can be accessed from: http://isejahtera.penang.
gov.my/wargaemas/index.php where registered Penangites
can check the status of the various programmes.



Exco member Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim delivering his
speech at Balik Pulau.

Poor to benefit}

from AES

Story by Evelyn Joseph &
Chan Lilian
Pix by Chan Lilian

PENANG has made history by
being the first state in Malaysia
to initiate the “Agenda Ekono-
mi Saksama” (AES) pro-
gramme on Feb 2 to eliminate
poverty among the people in
Penang.

“The State is proud to allo-
cate RM20 million for the year
for the AES programme. Over-
all we have allocated RM100
million for the next five years,”
said Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng in his speech at the launch
of AES programmes at various
districts in Penang

This programme was es-
tablished to help people who
live in poverty. In 2009, Pen-
ang successfully eradicated
hardcore poverty. By 2013,
five years after Pakatan Raky-
at took over the state adminis-
tration, Penang has success-
fully eradicated poverty as
well.

Poverty is defined as fami-
lies with a total income of less
than RM763 per month.

In his speech, Lim said:
“Many people said we must

teach a man to fish and not just
give them fishes. But how can
one fish when they live in hun-
ger? That’s why Pakatan
Rakyat’s move is akin to giv-
ing a man the fishing net to-
gether with the fish. Every
month, families and individu-
als living in poverty will have
their income topped up to
reach the RM770 per family or
RM?220 per per capita under
the AES.”

Some 2,814 people living in
poverty in Penang will benefit
from the AES programme with
amounts ranging from RM220
to RM770 which will be
banked into their bank account
every month.

This is an increase from the
previous amount of RM100 to
RM350.

Tan Ka Yok, 51, who lives
in Bukit Jambul, was filled
with gratitude that the Penang
state is concerned about her.

She told the Chief Minister
when she received the letter
from him for the AES pro-
gramme that she now lives
alone as her husband had died.

Previously, she only re-
ceived RM135 per month.

Meanwhile, single mother
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Muniammah previously received only RM135 per month but with AES, she will get RM220 per
capita or RM770 per family for herself and her 17-year-old daughter, Nalini.

—

Some of the recipients of AES at Balik Pulau on Feb 2, listening attentively to Lim’s speech.

Muniammah Perumal, 58, who
was there with her daughter,
Nalini Devi Subramaniam, 17,
hopes to get more welfare help.

She also received only
RM135 previously and is glad
that the amount will be topped
up under the AES and she will
receive money through her
bank.

Lim hopes this AES pro-
gramme will reduce the ine-
qualities within society and
eventually eliminate poverty in
2013.

The state government prom-
ises to constantly strive to
improve the quality of life for
its people as a whole and en-
sure to be a people-oriented
government always.

-

Recipients waiting to receive their AES contribution.






