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The Penang State Government is for the people of Penang’
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The Penang state exco members and MPPP and MPSP chiefs joining thousands of participants doing the
‘Oppa Gangnam Style’ at the mass aerobics before the walk.

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE New Year 2013 started off with a big bang in Penang.

Right after the countdown at midnight, Penangites
celebrated City Day with a City Walk 1.1.13 which saw
6,000 participants from all walks of life strolling around
Heritage George Town early in the morning.

In order to feel the positive vibes and the vibrant en-
ergy generated by Penangites and tourists, one has to be
amongst the 6,000 people at 7am near the Queen Victoria
Clock Tower.

Everyone wore the MPPP T-shirt bearing “1.1.13 City
Walk” and sportingly participated in the mass aerobics
before the walk.

Mohd. Hafizal, 33, a technician, was there with his
wife and two young boys aged three and five.

Despite the early morning, this young couple were all
geared up to take their boys for a stroll.

“I have often participated in the events organised by
the Penang State like cycling and running but today is the
first time I am taking my family for a leisure walk around
George Town. I support such events and hope more will

be organised so that the people from various races can
come together for a more harmonious society,” Mohd.
Hafizal. said

Spotted amongst the thousands of participants by
Buletin Mutiara was William Lam and his wife who were
enjoying themselves dancing to the tune of “Oppa Gang-
nam Style”.

Lam is from London and he heaped praises on Penang.

“Penang is very beautiful and we love Penang but it
needs more promotion for its tourism in London. Not
many people have heard of Penang, you know?” he said.

He also likes the fact that Penang is promoting a healthy
lifestyle by encouraging its people to cycle like London
and New York City.

The 5km City Walk was flagged off by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng together with exco members and Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP) chief Datuk Patahiyah
Ismail.

“The Penang State Government is for the people of
Penang,” Lim said before flagging off the event.

He assured the people that everyone stands united
under the principles of freedom, justice and integrity.

' | http:www.facebook.com/buletinmutiara

http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

Never too early to start the kids to adopt a
healthy lifestyle! Mohd. Hafizal brings them
along for the City Walk.

Lam and his wife stay in London but love to
have their holidays in Penang.
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Story by Danny Ooi

THOUSANDS of people braved a
drizzle which started around 9pm at
the Esplanade ground in Jalan Padang
Kota Lama on Dec 31 to usher in the
PG2013 Penang 8th Golden New
Year’s Eve Countdown Celebrations

Splendid show of acrobatic stunts

Rock star Amy Search and rock band
Azlan and the Typewriter were among
the highlights of the event.

Other performers were the winner
of Astro Talent Quest 2005 Tedd Chan,
winner of Astro Star Quest 2008
Alexis Gan, Indian band Villanz and
upcoming Drama Band.

The countdown
started as early as
11am and lasted un-
til after midnight,
with a five-minute
fireworks display
adding more excite-
ment.

The celebration
started with a Volk-
swagen convoy
from Batu Kawan to
the Esplanade at
Ilam. At 2pm,
there was a futsal tournament, fol-
lowed by a very special preview of the
Japanese Yosaki parade at 4.30pm.

A K-Pop Dance Competition was the
next item, which thrilled the revellers
present.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who
graced the event, joined other VIP

Story by Danny Ooi

THE sounds of drums and bagpipes filled the air
as a mammoth crowd gathered along Jalan Datuk
Keramat to witness the acrobatic stunts and bal-
ancing acts by the Chingay and lion dance troupe
members on Dec 16.

As usual the celebration drew thousands of
people to the streets for this annual procession.

The 2km-long parade was led by six beauti-
fully decorated trishaws and the school band from
the St Xavier’s Institution.

In all, 14 Chingay associations, 12 lion dance
troupes and two dragon dance teams took part in
the parade which started from Padang Brown.

The parade then moved through Jalan Datuk
Keramat, Penang Road, Carnavon Street and
Jalan Masjid Kapitan Keling before ending at the
Esplanade.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng officiated the
ceremony at the Esplanade. Joining him was Exco
for Tourism Development and Culture, Danny
Law Heng Kiang.

In his speech, Lim said the Chingay proces-
sion and lion dance were the highlights of the

many exciting programmes held in conjunction
with Pesta Pulau Pinang.

“The procession aims to promote the Chingay
as a cultural art of Malaysia and also educate the
local community and tourists about this cultural
heritage of Penang,” he added.

He said Chingay has existed in Penang for
more than 100 years as a unique art.

“Now, it has become a Penang icon and loved
by everyone regardless of age, race and religion,”
he added.

Lim said December is a time when many local
and foreign tourists visited Penang.

In line with this, the State Government has
organised many interesting activities and pro-
grammes throughout the month, from the Pesta
Pulau Pinang to the New Year 2013 Countdown
function.

Besides this, 50 beauty queens from all over
the world visited the island in conjunction with
the Miss Tourism International contest.

“I hope the activities and programmes will
help promote the culture and arts of the State
globally and place Penang as a unique tourist
destination.”

guests at the countdown at the stroke
of midnight.

Among those present were Deputy
Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mansor Oth-
man, exco for Tourism Development
and Culture Danny Law Heng Kiang,
exco for Road Works, Utilities and
Transportation Lim Hock Seng and
Bukit Bendera assemblymember Liew
Chin Tong.

In his speech, Lim told the crowd:
“May the best of 2012, be the worst of
2013

In jest, he said: “The world has not
ended yet, let’s do our best for 2013
to make Penang, a more greener,
cleaner, healthier and a safer place.”

Similar countdown functions were
also held at the Gurney Plaza alfresco,
Penang Times Square, Penang Hill,
Han Chiang Secondary School and at
the Pesta Pulau Pinang grounds.

A Chingay group displaying their act for the
crowd at the Esplanade ground.



THE year 2013 will see the end
of poverty in Penang and con-
tinuing the success of fighting
corruption so that there are no
third class economic citizens.

Over the last five years the PR
leadership in Penang has worked
hard to reduce income inequality
and introduced CAT governance
of competency, accountability
and transparency to accumulate
record budget surpluses to imple-
ment social programmes, carry
out traffic infrastructure works
and build affordable housing.

“Under PR’s Agenda Eco-
nomic Sosial (AES) or Social
Economic Agenda, Penang will
be the first state in Malaysia to
wipe out poverty by ensuring
every household/family has an
income of at least RM770 per
month. The poverty line is
RM763 per month for every
household/family in Peninsular
Malaysia,” said Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng in a recent state-
ment.

Those families with less than
RM770 monthly income will
have the difference topped up by
the state government every
month.

In other words, a family with
RM600 monthly income will
receive RM170 monthly under
the PR AES programme. AES
will cost the Penang state govern-
ment at least RM20 million
yearly and a huge majority of the
recipients will be Malays.

At the same time, construction
will begin for the first of 18,000

units of affordable housing
throughout Penang, including on
the island.

This year will see the selection
by open competitive tender of
contractors for five major road-
works including the proposed
third link of a underwater sea
tunnel between Gurney Drive
and Bagan Ajam in Butterworth.

Fighting corruption will con-
tinue to top the agenda as only a
clean government can ensure a
knowledgeable, fair, progressive
and prosperous society.

“Corruption has turned Ma-
laysians generally into third class
economic citizens. The first class
economic citizens are BN leaders
whereas the second class are BN
cronies and followers,” Lim
added.
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The Malays have become
third class economic citizens as
aresult of financial scandals such
as the RM52 billion bumi share
scandal; RM54 billion of shares
were allocated to bumis but none
of the ordinary Malays or bumis
from Sabah and Sarawak re-
ceived a single share and only
RM2 billion remain.

Till today the BN government
has refused to investigate the loss
of RM52 billion of bumi shares.

The Chinese have also be-
come third class economic citi-
zens, being forced to finance
Chinese schools when MCA
Ministers and BN leaders were
more interested in the RM13.85
billion Port Klang Free Trade
Zone scandal.

The Indians have become

STATE GOVERNMENT WELFARE AID (2008 till Dec 14, 2012)
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Poverty wiped out in Penang
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third class economic citizens
with the unresolved and failed
MAIKA scandal.

Sabah and Sarawak, two of
the richest states in natural re-
sources in Malaysia, also have
the highest poverty levels be-
cause the leaders are more inter-
ested in enriching themselves or
their families. Twenty-eight
million Malaysians are third
class economic citizens follow-
ing the expose of RM871 billion
outflow of illicit funds or “black”
money from 2001-2010 by the
Washington-based financial
watchdog 2012 Global Financial
Integrity (GFI) Report.

Penang has succeeded in
stemming corruption following
strict enforcement of six integ-
rity steps of: 1. instituting public

declaration of assets of the Chief
Minister and the EXCO mem-
bers vetted by an international
accounting firm. 2. implement-
ing open competitive tenders. 3.
barring family members from
involvement in government con-
tracts. 4. protecting genuine
whistleblowers. 5. removing
leaders with extravagant life-
styles. 6. coming clean on politi-
cal donations.

“Establishing integrity will
not only bring human dignity but
also economic dignity to Penan-
gites that reward hard work and
give equal opportunities to all.
Only with economic dignity can
Penang develop into an interna-
tional and intelligent city that is
clean, green, safe and healthy,”
Lim said.

AID YEAR (NO. OF RECIPIENTS/ALLOCATION)

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 TOTAL

SENIOR CITIZENS(RM100) - - 108,644/RM10,864,400 122,689/ RM12,268,900 132,997/ RM13,299,700  364330RM36433,000
BENEFICIARIES OF

SENIOR CITIZENS - - 1,472/ RM1,472,000 3,653/ RM3,653,000 4,624/ RM4,624,000 9,749/ RM9,749,000
(RM1,000)

SINGLE MOTHERS (RM100) 4,224/ RM422,400 7,315/ RM731,500 11,539/RM1,153,900
ANAK EMAS (RM200) - - - - 13,976/ RM2,795,200 13,976/RM2,795,200
DISBALED (OKU) (RM100) - - - 5,289/ RM528,900 6,247/ RM624,700 11,536/RM1,153,600
PELAJAR EMAS

(YEAR 1, YEAR 4, FORM 1,

AND FORM 4) - - - - 13,467/ RM1,346,700 13,467/RM1,346,700

(RM100)
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Old faces, new aspirations
for MPPP councillors
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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) recently
swore in the new batch of
councillors for the first half of
2013.

Usually, the councillors’
term is for a year but due to the
upcoming election, their term
is set at six months.

This will also provide an
opportunity to all to prove their
mettle.

There are no new faces but
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who delivered a 45-minute
speech, reminded the council-
lors about their roles.

He emphasised on the 3As
(be available, accessible, ap-
proachable to the rakyat), 3Bs
(must be bijak, berani and
bersih) and continued with all
the alphabets till the 3Es.

“For us, we must not only
be rich in materials but we
must feel rich. For me, I feel
rich (or blessed abundantly) if
all my children are healthy and
I feel happy,” Lim said.

He told the councillors that
they will feel enriched if they
can enable and empower the
rakyat.

“If you can serve the rakyat
meaningfully, give your best
and concern for the rakyat,
deal with their complaints and
make them happy, you too
have been enriched. This is the
3Es — Enable, Empower and
Enrich.”
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One of the councillors, Dr Lim Mah Hui, taking his oath.

NERIMA JAWATAN
AH MAJLIS

Earlier, Chow Kon Yeow,
who is the exco member for
local government and traffic
management, took the oppor-
tunity to recall all the chal-
lenges MPPP had faced in
2012 where several issues
were blown out of proportion
and distorted by certain media.

He said this should be taken
positively as media coverages
bring voices of the rakyat to
the MPPP’s attention.

“The state gives priority to
the rakyat’s voices, listen to
them and deal with their prob-
lems. Many issues have been
solved positively by MPPP
when they were highlighted by
the media,” Chow said. He
reflected that in these four
years and more when Pakatan
Rakyat took over Penang, they
have not only proven that they
can be the government but they
had also been a good govern-
ment.

Chow added confidently
that Pakatan Rakyat will con-
tinue to govern.

“This is my last speech to
you. But don’t be shocked. I
say it is my final speech for this
term. I will be back.”

In closing, the councillors
were reminded by Lim to co-
operate with MPPP so that the
council can carry out the rule
of law.

“If we want to move for-
ward and see positive changes,
enforcement must be carried
out without fear or favour and
according to the rule of law.”
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Councillors listening attentively to the speeches before the swearing-in ceremony at the Penang
Municipal Hall.

Buletin Mutiara had sought the assistance of MPPP Secretary Ang Aing Thye to ex-
plain the role of councillors last year and is reproducing the article for public infor-

mation.

Roles of Councillors

Local government is the third tier of
government after the federal and state
governments. Local councillors are ap-
pointed by the state governments. Local
councillors are appointed by the State
Authority under Section 10(1) of the Lo-
cal Government Act 1976.

Councillors are often seen as repre-
sentatives of the interests of their respec-
tive communities in the local authority
area. Their role is summed up in Section
10(2) of the same Act which reads,

“ Councillors of the local authority
shall be appointed from amongst persons
the majority of whom shall be persons
ordinarily resident in the local authority
area who in the opinion of the State Au-
thority have wide experience in local
government affairs or who have achieved
distinction in any profession, commerce
or industry or are otherwise capable of
representing the interests of their com-
munities in the local authority area.”

As members of Standing Committees
which make decisions on the approval of
planning applications, finance, budgets,

development projects, licensing etc,.
Councillors plan an important role as
policy and decision makers in determin-
ing the direction of the local authority.

Councillors act as an intermediary or
‘bridge’ between the local community and
the local government in matters related to
provision of basic services such as clean-
liness, beautification, provision and
maintenance of infrastructure, provision
recreation and open spaces, parking, en-
forcement etc.

Councillors are also seen as spokesper-
sons of the local Council explaining
council policies and projects to the com-
munity to ensure policies and projects
implemented by the council are accepta-
ble to the community at large

Based on their standing as local com-
munity leaders and experience in their
respective professions, they stand to ad-
vice the local council on matters relevant
to their expertise as well as to solicit
public participation on programs organ-
ized by the council.

Presently, the councillors are appointed
by State Government.
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Taking Penang to top
of football ladder

Story by Danny Ooi

A FOOTBALL legend has made a
comeback!

Merzagua Abderrazak has returned
to the Penang Football Association
(FAP) as the chief coach of the State
team to bring it to greater heights and
compete in the Premier League and
eventually the Super League.

The Penang team is now playing in
the Football Association of Malaysia
(FAM) League.

FAP president Mohd Foaz Hamid
said the presence of Merzagua will
open up a new era of “thrilling”
football action with the hope of
placing the team in the Premier
League next year.

Merzagua, who hails from Mo-
rocco, was named the “Best Import
Player” in 1998 and was also the
top scorer in the FAM League.

“l am thankful to the Football
Association of Malaysia (FAM) for
the quick approval of Merzagua’s
coaching licence, the Penang State
Government which provided finan-
cial and moral support, the sponsors
and the public. The players are also
in high spirits to be guided by
Merzagua,” he told a media confer-
ence at the City Stadium in Jalan
Datuk Keramat recently.

Meanwhile, Merzagua said he felt
honoured to be given the task of

File pic of Nicol with her parents Ann Marie and Desmond David at an appreciation dinner for
Nicol held in December 2011.

guiding the Penang football
team. He also expressed his
confidence with the new
squad.

“I returned to Penang to
bring back the glory of the
state’s team which has been
on a downturn lately. Our
mission for this football sea-
son is to put Penang back
in the Premier League in
2014,” he said when met
after a training session for
the players.

The FAP through Yezza
Sdn Bhd has elected Jimmy
Shanley (an actor and mas-
ter of ceremonies ) as an
ambassador for the associa-
tion. The aim is to provide
publicity and strong financial
support to FAP and bring
back the crowd to the City
Stadium.

“l wish to make the Pen-
ang football team the talk of
the town among the people of the
northern states of the country. We
aim for a winner’s trophy yearly
staring from the FAM League. We
have seen teams like Kelantan
which had undergone the same fate
as the Penang team bouncing back
to form a formidable team. I was
also aware that Penang football fans
are looking forward for success. The
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last time the state tasted success
was winning the FA Cup in 2002,”
he told Buletin Mutiara.

Shanley also supported the selec-
tion of Merzagua as the coach. He
said Merzagua was well-known as
the football icon of the Pearl Of
Orient and the nightmare of the op-
posing teams.

“I am sure the high spirits of FAP

seventh time.

Merzagua (second from right) together with Mohd. Foaz Hamid (second from left),
Jimmy Shanley (left) and mascot, Haria 74 coming together for a group photograph
during the press conference.

will yield encouraging results to draw
back the crowd to City Stadium. The
Kramat roar of the 70s will be here
again.” Shanley said.

At the media conference the new
mascot for the Penang Football
Team - “Haria 74” - was present to
symbolically highlight the last time
the state team won the Malaysia
Cup in 1974.

Nicol’s proud record

SQUASH champion Datuk Nicol David has made both
Penang and Malaysia proud as well as inspired many
young Malaysian women by becoming the first woman
in the world to win the World Open title for a record

Nicol beat English third seed Laura Massaro with
style in straight games 11-6 11-8 11-6 in the final.

Nicol has now scaled a world record never achieved
by any other Malaysian.

“On behalf of the 1.6 million people of Penang, the
Penang state government extends congratulations to her
discipline, enduring and fighting spirit that makes her
the greatest woman squash player ever,” said Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng in a statement.

“Her victory and success is one of the best Christmas
presents she has given to Penang,” he added.

To mark this singular success, the Penang Water Sup-
ply Authority(PBAPP) shall reward her with RM 100,000
for her remarkable achievement.
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THE Penang state government has for the first time allocated a further
RM231,500 to the Penang Hindu Endowment Board.

This is in addition to the RM1 million allocation provided each year
by the state government, which means the amount for next year has been
increased to RM1.2 million — a further 20 per cent from the previous

amount..

The board is now proud to have its own office which is also a a refer-
ence point for Hindus to discover and explore India divinity.

“I am very happy to understand that the management of four new
temples and a tomb have requested to be placed under the board’s patron-
age,” said Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng during his speech on Dec 14.

Lim expressed his sincere thanks to the board for also successfully
providing financial assistance for Indian students in the state.

From 2010-2012, a total of RM 579,353 was distributed to 456 students

who needed help to continue their studies.

M200,000 boost

Fourth PIHEC will be

multifaceted feast
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PIHEC

PENANG INTERNATIONAL HALAL CONFERENCE 2013

HALAL TOURISM
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Travel the Werld Muslim Style
19 JANUARY 2013 | EASTIN HOTEL, PENANG MALAYSIA

www.halalpenang.com

Story by Evelyn Joseph

THE countdown has begun to the 4th Penang Inter-
national Halal Expo & Conference (PIHEC) to be
held respectively at the Penang International Sports
Arena (PISA) and Eastin Hotel concurrently from
Jan 18 to 20.

The Halal Expo is likely to feature more than 200
booths representing a diverse range of goods and
services in which the world halal industry has made
inroads.

To date, exhibitors representing local and interna-
tional players in the halal industry have confirmed
their participation. Others include the state develop-

ment corporations
of Kedah, Selan-
gor, Kelantan
which will be tak-
ing up pavilions.

The Halal Expo 2013 will feature international
exhibitors from Belgium (one pavilion), Iran (three
booths), New Zealand (two booths) and Australia
(one booth) as well as from countries closer to home
like Indonesia, Thailand and Singapore.

The big presence of the Belgian group signifies
the success of the MOU signed during MIHAS
2012.

Progenus S.A, one of the Belgian companies, will
be organising a scientific seminar on Jan 18 highlight-
ing the “Halal Certification, A Global Normative
Reference Similar to ISO, BRC or HACCP?” main-
ly focusing on the development of cutting-edge
analysis and diagnostic kits.

The Halal Conference at Eastin Hotel Penang on
Jan 19 will tackle a newfangled theme: Travel the
Muslim Way.

Travel operators and tourism researchers will offer
their knowledge and insights to enable Muslims to
tread a new dimension in tourism.

Apart from the opening ceremony, colourful pro-
grammes are set to attract the crowd at the main
arena of PISA, involving Islamic fashion shows,
celebrity chefs and cooking demonstrations, exhibitor
product demonstrations, beauty demos, games shows,
lucky draws and quizzes, Islamic performances and
forum, Islamic Khat (calligraphy) competition as well
as appearances by local artistes.

For more information or inquires, call 04-2625444
or log on to www.halalpenang.com.
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By YB DATO’ ABDUL MALIK KASSIM
Religious Affairs, Trade & Consumer Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman.

The board’s office at Jalan Macalister was officially opened by Lim on Dec 14.

Boycott CHOGM,
says Ramasamy

Story by Evelyn Joseph

PENANG Deputy Chief Minister II Prof. Ramasamy sug-
gested that Malaysia should boycott the summit of the
heads of the Commonwealth (CHOGM) to be held in Sri
Lanka in November this year. Malaysia should take this
stance the ethnic cleansing, human rights violations com-
mitted by the military government of Sri Lanka with the
country government’s approval.

Prime Minister of Canada, Stephen Harper previously
had announced that his country would not take part in the
summit may be applicable taking into account all kinds of
human rights violations and the Sri Lankan government
troops in that country. Britain will also boycott the summit
commonwealth heads of State in Sri Lanka.

Tamil people in Malaysia are always concerned about
the plight of the oppressed Tamil people in Sri Lanka. On
concerns relating, Tamil community in Malaysia has pro-
tested President of Sri Lanka coming to Malaysia in De-
cember, to attend the International Islamic Economic
Conference in Johor. We cannot be accepted if the dictator
was allowed to head the prestigious CHOGM conference,
the cloves Deputy Chief Minister of Penang.

He also believed that, if Putrajaya can be captured by
the Pakatan Rakyat at the time, he would ask to boycott
the summit conference.



Brighter days for SMEs

Story by Evelyn Joseph

IT is not much of a surprise that local SMEs
are growing by leaps and bounds and the
opening of BWYS Group head office in
Sungai Bakap cements this perception. Today,
this company has 10 branches and subsidiary
companies throughout the Peninsular Malay-
sia.

“With an annual revenue is over RM300
million and more than 160 employees, further
success awaits this company as it plans for
listing on Bursa KL by end this year or early
2014.” said Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
during the opening of BWYS Group Head
Office on Jan 3.

BWYS’s involvement in the scaffolding
assembly products has been robust since the
construction industry in Malaysia is an ever-
growing market and has been growing stead-

ily over recent years, especially in Penang
where the demand for property is high.

BWYS has also diversified into new prod-
uct lines to cater for the growing segments of
other markets such as metal roofing and
multi-truss system, pipes and storage racking
solution systems

Local SMEs should emulate what BWYS
Group is doing by vertically and horizontally
expanding its core segments to support con-
struction-related businesses. Rather than
being too dependent on one product line,
BWYS has indeed started to explore beyond
its core competencies and decided to venture
internationally.

The state government hopes that compa-
nies such as BWYS will share its experi-
ences with other local SMEs that could be
cash strapped and lack the expertise to expand
their business.

Hwajing creates history

Story by Danny Ooi

HWAJING Travel and Tours Sdn
Bhd celebrated the New Year with
a historic event as the first in Ma-
laysia and Southeast Asia to charter
a cruise ship for its maiden voyage.

Setting sail from Penang’s
Swettenham Port, the SuperStar
Gemini was given a very grand
send -off at its inaugural launch on
Jan 6, attended and witnessed by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

Lim was accompanied by senior
vice-president - sales, Star Cruises
Michael Goh and the managing di-
rector of Hwajing Travel and Tours,
Kenny Cheong Ken Lee.

More than 1,000 guests boarded
the vessel to experience its extravagant 4D/3N
tour to Phuket and Krabi. Joining the guests were
members of the local media.

Speaking at the inuagural launch ceremony,
Cheong said: “This maiden voyage of the Su-
perStar Gemini marks a whole new beginning
for Hwang Travel and Tours.

“For more than 20 years, Hwajing has been
fearlessly innovating to offer the most rewarding
travelling experience and outstanding service
for our customers.

“Today we also celebrate 20 years of strong
partnership with Star Cruise in blazing the trail
of cruise travel in this region.

“With this inaugural trip and Hwajing’s new
brand image, we invite everyone to experience
life together with us as we seek to deliver an
extraordinary travelling experience.”

He added that being the first to charter Su-
perstar Gemini’s inaugural voyage was made
more significant as January is well-known to
be the slowest season for cruise travel.

T8 ww —
= ) 9 I
| YEl— 1

Lim (third from left) with other VIPs and guests aboard the
SuperStar Gemini during the launch ceremony.

“Like in any other of our challenges,
Hwajing’s relentless focus drives us to achieve
another seemingly impossible mission, trans-
forming the business challenges into opportuni-
ties. We are truly proud of the result today,
which is to charter a cruise ship during this
low season,” Cheong said.

Meanwhile, Lim said Penang is greatly hon-
oured to be the port that will send off the
brand new 50,764-tonnage SuperStar Gemini
on its maiden voyage.

“Iam pleased to note that SuperStar Gemini
features upgraded navigational and safety sys-
tems, restyled cabins, restaurants, entertainment
and recreational facilities and also features over
6,000 sq ft of duty-free retail area.

“Apart from that, I would also like to con-
gratulates Star Cruise and its team as this year
marks their 20th year since their first cruise.

“We hope to work closely with the leaders
in this travelling industry, Hwajing Travel and
Tours and Star Cruises,” he added.
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The interior of the BWYS Group factory.

Assemblymembers keep
a date at the market

Story by Danny Ooi

TANJONG member of Parliament Chow Kon Yeow and
Pengkalan Kota assemblymember Lau Keng Ee distributed
1,000 calendars each to traders and market-goers at the
Cecil Street market on Dec 29.

Both Chow and Lau were on their usual meet-the-resi-
dents session to hear their grouses and feedback.

“I have ordered 5,000 calendars to be distributed at
public places in the Komtar area,” Chow said at a press
conference held at the constituency’s office in the market
area.

Lau said besides the upgrading of facilities like public
toilets at the market, an additional 66 ceiling fans were
also installed.

“We hope the new facilities will benefit the traders and
market-goers,” he added.

Chow, who is also assemblymember for Tanjong and the
exco for Local Government and Traffic Management, also
hoped the upgrading of the market would bring cheer to
the residents who could go about their daily chores at the
market in a more conducive environment.

Chow (second from left) and Lau (right) giving out
calendars at the Cecil Street market.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

PENAGA
YB Dato’ Haji Azhar lbrahim

[H 04-3103100
04 - 323 8017

BERTAM )
YB Hajah Zabariah Wahab

(T) 04 - 575 8670

PENAGA

H" Rosidi Bin Hussain [E

a berroml@%ohoo.com

04 - 575 6577
04 - 5758578

PINANG TUNGGAL L
YB Dato’ Haji Roslan Saidin

BERTAM
Asrol Sani Bin Abdul Razak
asrolsani2006@gmail.com

(T) 013 - 580 6981

AIR PUTIH

YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

PENANTI

YB Dato’ Mansor Othman T) 04 - 522 1463
mansor@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 522 1463
PERAI

YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy a/I [T% 04- 6505134
Palanisamy F) 04 -2618715
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

PADANG KOTA

YB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 228 8514

PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Haji Shabudin Yahya

T) 04 - 573 4630
[ 04 -570 1997

PINANG TUNGGAL
Muhasdey Muhamad
hadiputra78@yahoo.com

(T) 019-437 2887

BATU MAUNG ) )
YB Dato’ Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

[T% 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

SUNGAI DUA
YB Dato’ Haji Jasmin Mohamed

(T) 04 - 575 7454

PERMATANG BERANGAN
Arshad Bin Md Salleh
arshad.salleh@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 510 2633

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

[T; 04-3317175
F) 04-3317175

TELOK AIR TAWAR

SUNGAI DUA
Zahadi Mohd
zahadib5@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 507 3828

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiahg@penang.gov.my

['T:)) 04 - 282 64

9
04 -282 6419

YB Dato’ Hjh. Jahara Hamid T) 04 - 351 3675
jahara.hamid@gmail.com 04 - 351 4389
SEBERANG JAYA (T) 04-3980185

YB Datuk Arif Shah Haiji Omar Shah
arif@arifshah.com

TELOK AIR TAWAR
Salehin Mohamed
pid_403@ymail.com

(T) 017- 427 1581

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04- 261 8745

SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Dato' Mahmud Zakaria
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my

T) 04 - 593 3100
F) 04 - 593 9529

SEBERANG JAYA
Abdul Jalil Che Ros
abjteguh@gmail.com

(T) 04-390 5109
013-

3- 489 3227

(F) 04 - 538 1460

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04-5880818
F) 04 - 588 0885

BAYAN LEPAS .
YB Syed Amerruddin Dato’ Syed
Ahmad

SUNGAI ACHEH
Hj Mohd Kamil Bin Abu Bakar
hjwanday@yahoo.com

T) 012 - 4735774

04 - 5827648

AIR ITAM )
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

[T% 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

PULAU BETONG .
YB Sr. Haji Muhamad Farid Saad

BAYAN LEPAS
Asnah Binti Hashim
asnah 45@streamyx.com

(T) 019 - 472 6956

04 - 6588152

PULAU BETONG

04-8668618

Hj Mohd Tuah Bin Ismaill [T 019 - 570 9500

tuahismail@yahoo.com

BERAPIT .
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 530 8476

TELUK BAHANG o
YB Dato’ Seri Dr. Haji Hilmi Hj Yahya

T) 04-8661760
04 -866 1821

TELUK BAHANG
Halil Sabri Hamid .
halilsabri.hamid@gmail.com

(T) 016-400 6462

DATO’ KERAMAT

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO T) 04 - 226 2464

jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464

PANTAI JEREJAK

YB Sim Tze Tzin T) 019 - 443 2088

simfzetzin@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 641 3088

MACHANG BUBOK

YB Dato’ Tan Hock Leong T) 04 - 552 1366

hltan@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 552 1366

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu . T) 017 - 472 9990

dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com F) 04-2288514

JAWI

YB Tan Beng Huat T)04 - 598 1877

tanbenghuat2000@yahoo.com F)04 - 598 1877

PEhf(GKAIEAN KOTA (T)(()ﬁ - %28 ]l 552221
eng Ee -

doppe%qkolonkofo@qmoil.com (F)O4 - 2501523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanaseharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04-538 1162
F) 04-537 1163

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Ong Khan Lee
jason okl@yahoo.com

[T; 04 -818 2008
F) 04 - 818 2008

SUNGAI BAKAP.
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA 994
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
INFORMASI PENERANGAN 04-643 0373

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342

Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-397 1058

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
PUSAT INFO PELANCONG 04-261 4461
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
PERSATUAN PERUNDUNGAN  04-829 4046
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511
JABATAN BURUH 04-262 5536
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

KOMTAR

YB Ng Wei Aik o T) 04 - 227 0215

ngweéiaik@penang.gov.my; nweiaik@ F) 04 - 227 8215

gmail.com

PADANG LALANG

YB Tan Cheong Heng T) 04 - 502 5071

michael@dappenang.com.my F)04 - 508 9711

PAYA TERUBONG

YB Yeoh Soo Hin ) T) 04 - 229 2105

clementyeoh@hotmail.com F) 04 - 226 2550

PULAU TIKUS .

YB Koay Teng Hai T) 04 - 226 3227

koaytenghar@gmail.com F) 04 - 226 3227

PERMATANG PASIR

YB Dato’ Hj. Salleh Man T) 04 - 398 4226

adunptgpasir@gmail.com F) 04 - 398 4226

%"gr TE’\CJZCF;\A*N T) 04 - 508 3977
n in Wen -

pkrbktfengah@gmail.com [Fg 04 - 508 3677

SUNGAI PINANG

YB Koid Teng Guan T)010 - 464 3308

tgkoid@gmail.com F) 04 -282 8322

BATU UBAN

YB Raveentharan a/l Subramaniam [T% 04 - 659 6007
dunbatuuban@gmail.com F) 04 - 658 6007
raveenkeadilan@gmail.com 04 - 2628188

SERI DELIMA . .

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/l Rajaii T) 04 - 659 5611

rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 5611

DAP PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 228 8482

dappg@streamyx.com 04 -227 1397

04 - 226 6482
(F) 04 - 228 8514

N1 Penaga : 019 - 470 4800

N2 Bertam : 012 - 348 5275

N3 Pinang : 019 - 437 2887
Tunggal

N4 Permmatang :019 - 510 2633
Berangan

N5 Sungai Dua

Né Telok Air
Tawar

N7 Sungai Puyu :
: 013 - 449 0366

N8 Bagan
Jermal

N9 Bagan Dalam:
: 013 - 489 3227

1019 - 412 8442

N10 Seberang
Jaya

N11 Permatang

Pasir

1019 - 507 3828
1017 - 427 1581

012 - 528 8411

016 - 473 1963

N12 Penanti : 04 -5221463

N13 Berapit : 019 - 481 7823

N14 Machang :019 - 546 3257
Bubuk

N15 Padang : 04 - 502 5071
Lalang

N1é Perai : 012 - 339 3479

N17 Bukit Tengah:
N18 Bukit Tambun:

017 - 467 7668

- Rosidi N22 Tanjong :012 - 513 6761
Hussain Bungah

- Ab. Halim N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614
Hamid

- Muhasdey N24 Kebun : 04 - 829 3691

Bunga

- Arshad N25 Pulau Tikus : 012 - 488 3227
Md. Salleh N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015

- Zahadi Mohd

- Salehin N27 Pengkalan :012 - 437 1522
Mohamed Kota

- Ng Ya Ling N28 KOMTAR :012 - 412 6284

- Yeap Choon N29 Datok :012 - 410 6566
Keong Keramat

- Gesan N30 Sungai : 010 - 464 3308

- Abdul Jalil Pinang
Che Ros N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419

- Kamal Lancan

N32 Seri Delima :012 - 486 2552

- Suhaimi Bin N33 Air ltam : 012 - 493 3648
Mansor

- Ong Kee N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963
Seong Terubong

- Rynu N35 Batu Uban :017 - 541 3017

- Ooi Zhen 014 - 743 4077
Chee N3é Pantai : 019 - 443 2088

- Pn. Jerejak

Rajaletchumi
- Lim Tuan Chun

012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok Eong

N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim N39 Pulau
Yunus Betong
N20 Sungai :012 - 415 2905 - Munir Bin N40 Telok
Bakap Makhtar Bahang
N21 Sungai :012 - 473 5774 - Hj M. Kamil
Acheh A.Bakar

N37 Batu Maung :
N38 Bayan Lepas:

:019 - 570 9500
1016 - 400 6462

013 - 510 1968
019 - 472 6956

- Fernie

- Chiam Heng
Hock

- Nancy Lim

- Joe

- Johnny
Chee

- Wang Lai Kin

- Adreena
-A.T.Ong

- Anna

- Ooi Gaik
Heoh

- Mr. Lingam

- Teh Choong
Kong

- Toon Hoon
Lee

- Pamela
Shalini

- Akmal Komal

- Victor

- Latifah

- Asnah Bt
Hashim

- Hj Md Tuah
Ismail

- Halil Sabri
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Perkhidmatan SMS Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

GOVPGE15888! (5] =

Senarai Perkhidmatan Yang Ditawarkan - Permohonan, Semak endah,
w-u-" ¥ S 7
S~ Sederhana Ren & an Rakyat (PPR)
Semakan Status Rumah Kos Rendah Semakan Status Pembayaran Kontraktor
Semakan Status Pinjaman Penuntut Semakan Status Pendaftaran Warga Emas

Semakan Status Baki Pinjaman Penuntut Semakan Status Cukai Tanah

sila klik untuk maklumat lanjut ....

http://ebayar.penang.gov.my

BANK [-SLAJVl HlmgL-umﬂn.r:r:.-
Sistem Penghargaan Warga Emas

® Cukai Tanah

® Pinjaman Penuntut i-sejah te ra

http.//fisejahtera.penang. gov.my

;615)13'&2;&3_ ® Cukai Taksiran MPPP
[ maybariaucon ® Cukai Taksiran MPSP




SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MPSP 2011 (1 JAN. 2012 - 31 DIS. 2012)

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MPPP 2011 (1 JAN. 2012 - 31 DIS. 2012)

Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
En. Sim Chee Keong (DAP) 012-590 75 07 Zulkifli bin Mohd. Noor (DAP) [ 012 - 483 0878
stevensim@mpsp.gov.my Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 42822 50
En. Teoh Seang Hooi (DAP) 019-412 99 96 (DAP)
shteow@mpsp.gov.my 04-594 1231 Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
En. Soon Lip Chee (DAP) 012-4290 163 Lim Siew Khim [DAP) 016 - 531 6026
[csoon@mpsp_qovhmy Lim Cheng Hoe 016 - 438 4809
(DAP)
En. Visvanathan a/l Kumaran | 012-477 6468 : B
(DAP) 04-398 3242 (Tel) Tan Hun Wooi (DAP) 012 - 488 0409
visvanathan@mpsp.gov.my | 04-502 1667 (Fax) En. Ong Ah Teong 012 - 410 6566
(DAP)
CD”ZTPO” Xin Ying Ul =Ees 1oy Ooi Keat Hin 016-417 1331
[E2-E] (PKR)
- - - Francis a/l Joseph (PKR) 012 - 474 3321
En. Mohd Shaipol Bin Ismail 012 - 571 2250 = o~
(DAP) Cik Ramlah Bee Binfi 016 - 422 2142
Asiahoo (PKR)
En. Mohamed Yusoff Bin 04 - 657 7464 (Tel)
En. G | | 013-4 12
sgnggg?;\?n el 3-4853128 Mohamed Noor (PAS) 012- 4728114
(DAP) Encik Iszuree Bin lbrahim 016 - 443 3205
(PAS) 019 - 450 7890
ﬁ‘dggg”fgi?)kem” CUIS, | Bzeseer Sr. Mohd. Zahry bin Shaikh | 012 - 472 6725
chanderasekeran@mpsp. A Refiln (INSS)
gov.my Encik Teh Lai Heng (DAP) 016 - 445 9808
En. Moh d Zainudi 013-45 47 009
e thn?g’no(PKg;nU n Encik Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
mohamadzainudin@mpsp. DA
gov.my Encik Prem Anand a/I 012 - 4122558
. Loganathan
En. Ahmad Farid bin Md. 019-540 9396 (DAP)
Arshad (PKR 04-3979796 (F
o;}smcct:df(qridl@moso gov.my (Fax) Encik Tan Seng Keat 012 - 438 6191
- - (PKR)
En. Johari bin Kassim (PKR) | 019-449 1450 Tuan Haji Mohd Rashid Bin [ 019 - 456 0077
johari@mpsp.gov.my Hasnon
Abdul Latif bin Abdullah 019-560 57 55 (PKR)
(PKR) Muhammad Sabri Bin Md 013 - 432 0207
abdul_latif@mpsp.gov.my Osman
(PKR)
En. Lim Eng Nam 016-411 4400 :
Mohd Taufik B | 012 - 438 0873
(PKR) 04-588 0818 (Tel) (P‘ER) S BTSN
peterim@mpsp.gov.my 04-588 0885 (Fax) - — -
Tahir Jalaluddin Bin Hussain | 012 - 463 5959
Puan Kusala Kumari @ Rynu | 019-54 63 257 (NGO)
S/p f\éh‘]”mugom (PKR) Dr. Lim Mah Hui 012 - 422 1880
usala@mpsp.gov.my (NGO)
En. Amir bin Md. Ghazali 013-584 8386 Encik Sin Kok Siang (NGO) 016 - 422 2255
(PKR) 04 - 521 1987 (Fax) Ng Chek Siang (PKR) 016 - 470 7089

amir@mpsp.gov.my

perisaihebat@gmail.com

En. Ahmad Kaswan bin
Kassim

(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov.
my

019- 408 4899

En. Syed Mikael Rizal Aidid
(Pelantikan Baru,PKR)

013-779 0709

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta
(NGO)
[tiun@mpsp.gov.my

013-430 2096
04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

En. Ahmad Tarmizi Bin
Abdullah
(NGO)

013 - 414 4822

En. Loh Joo Huat
(DAP)
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my

012-4221133

En. Ong Koon Liak
(DAP)
klong@mpsp.gov.my

012-4277868
04-530 0363 (Tel)
04-538 6950 (Fax)

Puan Sarina binti Hashim
(PKR)
sarina@mpsp.gov.my

013-50 00 155

En. Md Jamil Bin Abd
Rahman

PAS)
mdjamil@mpsp.gov.my

019-4490007

Wong Chee Keet
(Pelantikan Baru,NGO)

012-451 1312
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From: Kheng Lian Ang

Date: Thu, Jan 3, 2013 at 8:27 PM

Subject: A ‘Thank You' to my Chief Minister

To the Right Honorable Chief Minister Mr Lim Guan Eng,

lam a ‘Gen Y' Penangite who migrated to Austfralia in mid 2008.
| am writing to express my admiration, support and gratitude for
your contribution to Penang.

These are the dramatic changes | notficed in my first trip back
home after many years:

1) Penang is very clean. | even overheard a Singaporean
commenting to an Ausfralian on a flight about how clean it is!
Hedges and grasses are well frimmed, and the state has never
looked better. | am very proud at how Penang is free fromillegal
banners and is looking greener each time | come home.

2) Penang looks safer. While crime can never be fully eradicated,
the physical presence of police can deter potential offenders. |
have noticed that police are stationed at crime hotspots, and |
can see the extent of the efforts that have been made o make
Penang a safer place.

3) Penang has progressed while retaining ifs colonial charm.
My Australian friends love Penang. The heritage buildings still
maintain their original architecture, but the restoration and
refurbishment of these buildings have attracted not only tourists
but renewed the inferest of locals.

4) People in Penang are motivated. The standard of service
in public sectors, banks and restaurants etc have improved.
People seem happier, more efficient and effective, and are
more polite.

There are many people of all ages who respect and support you
and know that you have made a difference in a short span of
fime. We are excited to see it being developed to its potential
we always knew it had.

| am also considering moving back to Penang with my husband,
who is also a Penangite.

A very famous tennis player once said that "Champions take
their chances and pressure is a privilege.” Thank you, Chief
Minister, you are our champion.

Kind Regards,
Ang Kheng Lian
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Buletin Mutiara boleh diperoleh di :

- Pejabat-pejabat ADUN

- Pejabat-pejabat Kerajaan Negeri

- Pejabat-pejabat PBA

- Bukit Bendera

- Pasaraya-pasaraya sekitar Pulau Pinang
- Hospital-hospital Kerajaan dan Swasta

- Pejabat-pejabat NGO

- Edaran rumah ke rumah

Bagi Maklumat Lanjut, Sila Hubungi :

Shawal Ahmad:
04 - 650 5550, 04 - 650 5256, 012 - 424 9004
shawal@penang.gov.my atau shawal_rnz@yahoo.com
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EXCO OF DOMESTIC ECONOMY, EDUCATION & HUMAN
RESOURCES, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION,PROF. DR. P.
RAMASAMY - (EDUCATION)

Macro Level
Pre-School Education

e  The State Government has channeled some amount of money to build Tamil pre-schools in Penang. This year the State Government has
allocated a total of RM 100, 000 for the initiative.

e The state also helps PASTI care centers and kindergartens although PASTI is operating in a poor condition. The State Government will !
endeavor to make sure PASTI will be equal to other pre-schools through ongoing support. } .

Primary & Secondary Education
1. Financial assistance in the Annual Budget
e Each year the state allocates RM12 million to religious schools, primary & secondary Chinese schools, national Tamil schools and
Mubaligh schools, for the development of education in Penang.
2. Chinese National Schools
e The State Government provides an annual allocation of RM5 million to Chinese schools in Penang. This includes Chinese national
schools, Chinese high schools and Chinese private schools.
3. Tamil National Schools
e RMS6.75 million has been allocated to 28 Tamil schools in Penang. In 2009, efforts began with an allocation of RM1.5 million, and
increased to RM1.75 million starting in 2010 and remaining until now.
4. Agama Rakyat Schools
e  The State Government has recognised the religious school education with annual assistance of RM1.75 million per year.
5. Mubaligh schools
e A total of RM1.28 million has been allocated to 23 Mubaligh schools throughout the state. This amount is distributed according to the
needs of the schools.
6. Tamil schools

Prof. RamasamyTluring the opening of
new office of Lembaga Wakaf Hindu.

e  Four Tamil schools were given land by the State Government. Azad Tamil schools, which operate out of an underground building, were
given land by the State Government in 2008, and construction of school buildings had already been completed, and the students now
study in a proper building as well as have other amenities.

e Batu Kawan Tamil School was given two acres of land and the State Government is considering giving two more acres for the school.

7. Help for registration in institutes of higher education - RM 1000
e In2011, a total of RM2 million was allocated by the State Government. In 2012, RM2.53 million was given as public registration assistance by the Penang state government.
8. Excellent Education Hub

e  The Penang state government has given land to Asian Women’s Leadership University, a university that will be driven by a leading university in the United States, Smith College.

AWLU, the first women's university in Malaysia, will be one of the most important universities in the region and realize the dream of the state being an excellent education hub.
9. Penang Education Council

=

e Penang Education Council was established to facilitate the contribution or input from education experts to assist the State Government of Penang in the development of Penang as
the leading educational centre.

¥ Y _ RNy TN , :
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Students receive financial assistance from the Prof. Ramasamy during the event of appreciation at  Hindu Endowments Board generously
Commissioners of the Hindu Endowment Board. Azaad Tamil School. gives scholarships to students.

Micro Level

Here are some of the programmes and initiatives of MMK Education during the year 2012: -

1) Focus Programme Literacy & Playing Program, Learn and Grow Together under the auspices of BOLD.
2) Programme highlighting Arts & Creativity in Ungguk Youth Camp under the auspices of the Sacred Heart SMJK.

3) Maths Made Fun and Easy Program, Nokki Vetriyai Program, Program White Lily & Workshops 2012 Tamil Language Literature for Form 5 students under the auspices of the Tamil
schools.

4) Carnival Library under the auspices of the Penang Public Library Corporation.
5) English Literature PMR 2012 program & Tesol Colloquim Programs under the auspices of University Sains Malaysia.
6) Exam Seminar for PMR and SPM students under the auspices of the People's Religious School Committee.
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Performances of the Pakatan Rakyat of Pulau Pinang-

Exco portfolio for Science, Technology & Innovation-

Prof Dr. P. Ramasamy.

Macro Level

Penang is one of the advanced states in Malaysia. Penang was emerged as
an investment destination of choice for over two years. The State
government always focuses on science, technology and innovation for the
development of the country.

1. Fostering public-private partnership

The state government has taken steps to cooperate with the private sector
to achieve the state’s policy and it has brought more investments in
science and technology into Penang. Among them are Honeywell
company, Phison Technologies, and others.

2. Penang Science Park

The state government has encouraged the growth of Penang Science Park
as the main destination of investors based on science and technology. With
this, job opportunities in science and technology have improved, and
enhanced the competitiveness at Penang.

3. PRISM - Penang Research, Innovation and Science
Module

A module for science, Innovation and research will be established to
realise the dreams and efforts of Penang to be a leader in this field.

4. Penang Science Council

The Penang Science Council was established in collaboration with the
private sector so that Penang will become a major player in the industry.
Penang will remain an important destination in science and technology.

Micro Level

1. Encourage the learning of science & technology

MMK science & technology will always collaborate with the Penang
Education Council to organise programmes to promote the learning of
science and technology among students.

2. "Science Fair" in schools

Science Fair held at the school level will make it possible to identify
talents and and students with interest in sciences and technology. This will
provide an opportunity for students to become scientists in the future.

3. Penang International Science Fair

The Penang International Science Fair is one of the efforts to make Penang
a competitive state in terms of technology on par with developed
countries.

4. Dialogue with industry players in science &
technology

By having this dialogue the state can know the challenges and problems
faced by industry players and take steps to resolve them.

MMK Science and technology also runs a programme to
promote the learning of science and technology among students. Here are
some of the programmes and initiatives MMK Science and Technology
has planned during the year 2012:

1. Coastal Scene Investigation (CSI) Programme: The Mangrove
Ecosystem.

2. Incredible Insects.

3. Marine Science Workshop for high school students of Penang 2012.
4. Herbs for Health Benefits.

5. Identification and Lifecycle of Birds Workshop for Hearing Impaired.
6. Reducing carbon footprint.

7. Scientific and technological literacy competition among secondary
schools.

8. First Malaysian astronomy Olympiad in Penang 2012.

9. Artificial Incubation of birds eggs - a tool for conservation- for
secondary school students.

Creative Learning In English
Programme on Dec 19, 2012 at
Persatuan Sukan dan Kebudayaan
Tiong Hua Hall, Kepala Batas.

Employment Law Forum, 2012 Penang
at Bayview Hotel, Georgetown,
Penang on Dec 18, 2012.



RM100 awaits school children

Story by Chan Lilian

IT is the beginning of the new
school year.

Parents of Year 1, Year 4 and
Form 1, Form 4 students who
have not heard of the Penang
Golden Student Program may
contact your assemblymember’s
service centre listed on Pages 8
& 9 of this copy of Buletin Mu-
tiara to find out how to register
for the programme.

In 2012, the Penang Pakatan
Rakyat state government allo-
cated RM11 million under the
budget for the Golden Student
Programme. A huge majority of students
who were formerly in Year 1, Year 4 and
Form 1, Form 4 received their RM100.

As a reminder, Buletin Mutiara repro-
duces some comments made by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng last year.

Lim had said: “We are the first state in
Malaysia to carry out this programme. We
have surpluses because we are a ‘bersih’
Government with clean CAT administra-
tion. It is an open secret. We have
money because we didn’t ‘swallow’ the
money. We share the money with Penan-
gites derived from the ‘anti-corruption
dividend.”

Although the State Government had
distributed the forms to the schools in
Penang in 2012, some of the schools had
been unable to help the school children
with the registration process.

“The Deputy Education Minister, Datuk
Wee Ka Siong, had prevented the schools
from cooperating with the State Govern-
ment. He even made slanderous remarks
that the registration may cause the State to
favour only Pakatan Rakyat supporters and
not Barisan Nasional supporters. This is
totally untrue! Penang Golden Student
Program is for all, regardless of race, reli-
gion or political leanings,” Lim had said.

Story by Chan Lilian

SEVERAL state assemblymembers from ¥4
the Penang Pakatan Rakyat state govern- F
ment have shown their caring side by
ensuring that the underprivileged chil-
dren in their constituencies have proper §
school bags, uniforms and shoes before
they return to school.
In simple ceremonies around Penang, |
these school children gladly accepted the
items while posing for Buletin Mutiara [
photographers. Children in the Air Itam constituency received vouchers
The smiles on their faces showed their from their assemblymember Wong Hon Wai to purchase
appreciation that they too can go back to their ‘Back to school’ necessities.
school with dignity
with clean uni-
forms, shoes and
new bags like every
other students.
Although the
gesture is not big,
the impact on the
children is big be-
cause they know
that out there, there
are adults like these
state assembly-

members who care
for them. Assemblymember for Datuk Keramat Jagdeep Singh Deo gave out free
school uniforms to school children in his constituency.

Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim, assemblymember for Batu
Maung distributing free a school bag to a little girl who
is all full of smiles.



Story by Danny Ooi

IT was a night to remember when the
Penang Senior Citizens’ Association cel-
ebrated its 30th anniversary at the Traders
Hotel on Dec 19.

The ocassion was graced by Penang
Governor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas and
hsi wife Toh Puan Majimor Shariff.

Guests present were treated to a sump-
tuous dinner while being entertained by
aNyonya performance, line dancing and
oldies by Antonia and K.C.

Some also won attractive prizes at the
many lucky draws available.

Among the highlights was the cake-
cutting ceremony by Abdul Rahman and
Majimor, accompanied by association
president Lawrence Cheah and members
of the management committee.

The association later presented the
Inaugural Seniors Lifetime Achievement
Award to its patron Abdul Rahman and
Majimor.

Senior Excellency Awards were also

presented to 12 members who have made
outstanding contributions and voluntary
services to the organisation.

Exco for Local Government Chow
Kon Yeow in his speech said the State
was uncertain if it could increase the
payment under the senior citizens ap-
preciation scheme to RMS500.

“We have 150,000 senior citizens
registered for the payment which comes
to RM15 million annually. It is a huge
amount, and it would depend on our
financial status,” he said.

Meanwhile, Cheah called on the Fed-
eral government to set up a geriatric ward
in all hospitals throughout the country.

“We have been pushing for this many
times but the government often replies
that it does not have funds,” he said.

“You will be shocked to realise that
there are only 16 geriatricians in the
country with a population of 28 million.
There is an urgent need for more geri-
atricians to provide better healthcare to
senior citizens.”

Feeding the needy

Story by Danny Ooi

COME Jan 10 to 13, free dinners will be
served to elderly folk at the Kechara Soup
Kitchen (KSK) centre in Jalan Halaman off
Jalan Burma in George Town.

This is in line with the George Town Mu-
tiara Lions Club - Relieving the Hunger Project.

It is also in conjunction with the global
Lions campaign that focuses on hunger and
malnutrition in December and January.

Assisted by KSK Penang, Kechara club
members and volunteers distributed freshly
prepared food and food baskets to homeless
street people in the inner city on Jan 9.

Some 100 packets were handed out
throughout the night walkabout and at the
KSK centre.

The Lions Club will provide vegetarian

food, goodie bags and ang pow to registered
attendees.

Organising chairman Datuk Khoo Kay
Huat said the project was intended to pro-
mote awareness on the plight of destitute
people in Penang and bring cheer to the
less fortunate during the festive season.

“This is a long-term project to provide
the homeless, poor and destitute within our
community regardless of colour, religion or
race with basic necessities in terms of food
and nourishment,” said Khoo.

KSK Penang branch director Patsy Gooi
said the soup kitchen had been providing
free dinners for two years.

“So far, we have distributed 16,000 pack-
ets of food to the less fortunate. Those who
have a Kechara card are entitled to a free
dinner daily,” Gooi added.

Needy people getting their food from the organisers.
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Golden night for senior 01t1zens
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Abdul Rahman (fifth from right) and Majimor (sixth from right) joining other
guests during the cake-cutting ceremony.

Improving recreational
needs in Teluk Bahang

Halim giving speech during the opening of Logical
Framework Analysis Workshop(LFA).

Story by Evelyn Joseph

THE Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) gave RM2 million
to the Logical Framework Analysis Workshop in Teluk Bahang
area, which was held on Jan 9 at Cititel Hotel from 8am to 6.30pm.

This workshop was held to plan and identify recreational
projects that were urgently required to meet the demands of local
residents, publics and visitors.

“This workshop will also include stakeholders such as govern-
ment agencies, the private sector, NGOs and residents’ associations
to get input from all parties for recreational development in the
Teluk Bahang area.” said Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain, Speaker of
the Penang State Assembly.

As aresult of this workshop, a list of recreational projects will
be produced for the needs of people in Teluk Bahang.

Abdul Halim said this event will help improve communication
with the people and he hopes to meet the people’s needs in Teluk
Bahang.
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New MPSP councillors
to add value

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

WHILE the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP)
did not have any new faces in
their councillors line-up for
2013, the Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP) added
two new faces to its list.

The youth community and
business sector will benefit
with the addition of the two
new councillors who are eager
and keen to embark on their
roles as MPSP councillors.

Syed Mikael Rizal Aidid,
33, of Penang Institute and
also communication execu-
tive of Keadilan, and Wong
Chee Keet, 33, who is a log-
istician were sworn in on Jan
3 at MPSP Hall in Bandar

Buletin Mutiara asked Syed
Mikael if it will be a challenge
to juggle his role as councillor
on top of his two current posi-
tions.

“Actually, the focus is the
same. These roles are parallel
as they all involv youths. In
my duty as councillor, I am
keen to engage youths to be
more involved in the commu-
nity and setting up policies
that affect them,” he said.

Meanwhile, Wong ex-
plained that he represents the
NGOs and is part of the Pen-
ang Chinese Chamber of Com-
merce.

“So, basically, I will take
the responsibility of working
together to improve the com-
munity and also to deal with

Perda.

Expert on the ground

Story by Chan Lilian

FOLLOWING the landslide incident
at Bukit Setiawangsa, the Penang
state government is not taking any
chances and has immediately taken
proactive measures.

On Jan 6, the directors from the
Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) Engineering Department,
Town and Planning Department and
Building Department together with
MPPP chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail
and secretary Ir Ang Aing Thye ac-
companied Oxford-trained geotech-
nical engineer Prof Dr Gue See Sew
to do a visual inspection of several
hillslope projects in Penang.

Patahiyah said: “Although MPPP
is constantly on the ground to moni-
tor the hillslope projects in Penang,
we decided to take the proactive and
additional step to engage Prof. Gue.
On Jan 2, the exco members had a
meeting and were concerned and
therefore, we are taking this addi-
tional step of inspection. Together
with us is exco member Lim Hock
Seng who is in the high risk land
development committee.”

the business sector.”

Gue briefly ex-
plained to the members
of the media that he had
been taken around to
several projects by
MPPP and generally,
MPPP was doing the
right thing.

“The old slopes need
maintenance and I ad-
vised MPPP to make
sure that the mainte-
nance meets current
standards. There are
only one or two slopes
which use the same
anchor slope like the
one in Bukit Setiawang-
sa. The other projects
use the soil-nailed
slopes.”

He added: “For new and Sungai Ara on Jan 6.

projects, MPPP has

stringent guidelines and

therefore, I don’t see any problems.
MPPP is also monitoring that new
projects adopt the cutting of hills
from top down. The other thing to
look out for is the retention pond and
the filtering at high-rise buildings.”

It is to be noted that under the
Pakatan Rakyat state government, it
has not allowed approvals of any
private development projects above
250 feet.

Patahiyah said MPPP is beefing up
its geo-technical unit. They are also

(From left) Exco member Chow Kon Yeow, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, MPSP chief Maimunah
Shariff, Syed Mikael and Wong after the swearing-in ceremony.

h

Patahiyah, Prof. Gue (second from left) and others doing a site inspection in Paya Terubong

waiting for the hazard mapping and
risk assessment report from the Pub-
lic Works Department (JKR) which
will be able to identify the risk areas.

The study which was carried out
two years ago is expected to be ready
in March.
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Penang set to gain from
corporate travellers

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

PENANG trade calendar events have
grown from strength to strength with the
increase in number of events organised
around the years.

Sixty-two events are scheduled for
2013 and huge exhibitions and conven-
tions will take place in Penang.

“The number is going to increase
further with the completion of our new
convention and exhibition venue, i.e.
SPICE in 2015. This shows the confi-
dence of the industry players in the abil-
ity of the State Government in attracting
tourists to Penang and further boosting
the local economy for the businesses as
well as the people of Penang,” said Datuk
Abdul Malik Kassim, exco member for
Domestic Trade, Consumer Affairs and
Religious Affairs who is also as the chair-
man of the organising committee of the
3rd Penang International M.I.C.E. Con-
ference, (MICE is the acronym for
Meetings, incentives, conferencing, ex-
hibitions. SPICE is the acronym for
Subterranean Penang International Con-

vention and Exhibition Centre (SPICE)
where PISA is located now.)

OnJan 5, Penang launched the Penang
International Convention & Exhibition
Bureau (PICEB) which the state hopes
will bring in more quality events and
business tourists to Penang.

Tourism statistics show that business
tourists give a higher revenue in terms of
tourism ringgit than normal leisure tour-
ists.

Penang is indeed an emerging destina-
tion of choice, with the MICE industry
one of the fastest growing segments
within the tourism industry generating
billions in income for cities and countries
around the world.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who
was invited to deliver his keynote address
at the MICE Conference, said: “By 2015,
Penang will not only see a new conven-
tion and exhibition venues when SPICE
is completed. By 2017, another conven-
tion venue will be completed, the Penang
Waterfront Exhibition Centre by the IIM
Group at The Light in Jelutong. This is a
good indication of the growing needs for

Guests listening to Lim giving his opening address.

venues for trade shows and it will defi-
nitely spur the tourism sector in Penang.
Thus, the effort of the State Domestic
Trade and Commerce Committee to have
this International MICE Conference is
lauded.”

He also pointed out how PICEB stands
out.

"PICEB is a promotional bureau
which aims to designate Penang as the
centre for staging trade shows, events and

exhibitions for Malaysia and to the world.
PICEB will be the second such conven-
tion bureau being set up at State level,
after Sarawak. Of course, we have the
Malaysian International Convention
Bureau (MyCEB) at the Federal level to
focus on the international shows and
events and the like in promoting tourism.
We are therefore, proud to be associated
with both SCB (Sarawak Convention
Bureau) and MyCEB.”

Sports for charity

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

“CAN you feel the change?” Exco member for
Youth, Sports, Women, Family And Community
Development Lydia Ong Kok Fooi asked the 1,200
cyclists at the Malakoff Interstate Fellowship Ride
2012/2013 during their lunch fellowship on Jan 1.

According to Ong, four years ago Penang used to
have smaller events but now, after Pakatan Rakyat
took over the state administration, there are sports
activities almost every weekend with huge interna-
tional events that attract participations from over-
seas.

For 2013, Ong’s committee has lined up over 36

events with a variety of sporting activities like hik-
ing, running, cycling and more.

“You name it, we have it,” she added.

“One day, Penang will be the healthiest and
strongest state in Malaysia. First, we need to change
the mindset of the people and get everyone to take
up sports, have fun and be healthy.”

The Malakoff Interstate Fellowship Ride
2012/2013 is into its fourth year of successfully
getting cyclists to ride through three states, i.e.
Penang, Perak and Kedah on Dec 31 of the year and
then, ride around Penang island on Jan 1.

The distance through the three states is about 180
km while the round-island ride is 88 km.

These cyclists who took up the challenges enjoyed
the journey and many have returned year after year.

It is not a competitive ride but more of a fellow-

HAN PENYAYANG CH
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ship ride full of camaraderie, team work and group
support.

They rode not only for the passion of cycling but
they even managed to be charitable.

A total of RM50,000 from the registration fee
(RM50 per person) a was donated to two welfare
organisations — The Morality Education Home and
Pertubuhan Penyayang Chi Yun Bukit Mertajam.

In previous years, Malakoff Interstate Ride has
raised a total of RM 170,000 which were donated to
St. John Ambulance, National Austistic Society of
Malaysia and Penang Bahnhof Youth Centre.

Malakoff chief executive officer Zainal Abidin
Jalil said: “The cyclists’ accomplishment is without
doubt extraordinary and praiseworthy. I am sure the
participants have had a memorable time and have
formed great bonds of friendship.”
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Group photo of the hundreds of cyclists together with the guests and Ong after they completed the round-island ride on Jan 1.
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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

AS dusk set in, St. Xavier’s Institution at
Jalan Farquhar without the usual bunch
of noisy and boisterous school boys ex-
udes a forlorn feel. Or maybe it is the
solemn ceremony that gave the atmos-
phere.

However, the school band brought the
building alive with “When the Saints
Come Marching In” when they led Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng to plant a Muse-
nda tree in the Bro. Charles Garden in
front of the school.

It was Datuk Rev. Bro Charles Levin
@ Karl Wolff’s wish to invite Lim to plant
the tree during the school’s 160th anni-
versary Home Coming Dinner on Dec 15,
2012.

Unfortunately, Bro Charles passed
away on Oct 14, 2012. However, the
organising committee of the dinner de-
cided to carry out Bro Charles’s last wish
and this was fulfilled on Jan 4.

Bro. Anthony Rogers (director of La
Salle Malaysia), Chow Kon Yeow (as-
semblymember for Padang Kota), school
heads and teachers and members of the
Board of Governor of SXI were there to
witness the solemn ceremony.

After Lim had planted the pink flower-
ing shrub which was chosen by Bro
Charles because it is a hardy tree, he
watered the plant and quipped: “This is
the water of life.”

The plant shall now bloom and bring
Bro Charles’s many legacies alive.

“Those who educate many unto justice
shall shine as stars for all eternity,” Bro
Anthony used the quote from Prophet
Daniel which was cited by Saint John
Baptist De Lasalle to express the magni-
tude of legacies left by Bro Charles.

Lim who was asked by Bro Anthony to
say a few words shared that he too was a

ast wish pla

Lim planting and watering the plant to fulfil Bro. Charles’s last wish.
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La Sallian during his primary school days.
“The real work of the teachers are the
students they produced. Looking at the
‘hall of fame’ of ex-students, that speaks
volumes as many ministers, celebrities,
corporate leaders and others have walked
through these corridors,” Lim said.

In memory of Bro Charles, Lim hand-
ed RM 10,000 to the school.

The Penang Pakatan Rakyat state gov-
ernment had also contributed towards the
repair of the school sea-wall, building
annexe to the canteen and other repair
works. The canteen building cost
RM90,000.

Bro. Anthony said that all the time, the
La Sallians have worked with government
and civil society to provide education.
They had done that for 160 years.

“The school is very grateful to the
Penang state government for the sup-
port.”

Bro. Anthony who was in ISA deten-
tion in Kamunting with Lim during the
Ops Lallang in the 1980s added fondly
and told Lim: “I know you are not only
doing this because you are now in the
government but also because you genu-
inely care about the people and the stu-
dents here.”

The chairman of the Board of Governor
of SXI, Dr. Francis Loh, expressed the
school board’s appreciation to the Penang
state government.

He told Buletin Mutiara that previ-
ously, the school never received any fi-
nancial contribution from the government
until Pakatan Rakyat took over the state
government administration.

He believes the Penang state govern-
ment cares and appreciates the contribu-
tion of the school and hence, helped the
school financially.

Now, according to Dr Loh, the school
has also received some contributions from
the Federal Government.
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Bro. Anthony Rogers (right) and James Koay arriving at the SXI Hall.

An old mural ihat has beeh digitally replicated.-





