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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mohd. Hafiz Tajudin

THE Penang Pakatan Rakyat (PR) govern-
ment wants answers to the tragic collapse
of aramp leading to the yet-to-be-opened
Second Penang Bridge which resulted in
the death of one and injuring another three.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said
federal authorities should provide an ex-
planation to how the collapse could have
happened.

He said the investigation into the cause
of the collapse must be carried out by an
international, independent engineering
firm.

We now wait for explanations,” he said
at a press conference at the site after a
Penang Island Municipal Council stop-
work order was handed over when he
visited the site of the tragedy on June 6.

The stop-work order is in effect until
the PR-led state government is satisfied
the entire project is safe as safety is para-
mount.

Some 30m of the RM152million Batu
Maung interchange collapsed without
warning about 7.00pm that Thursday
night.

The interchange is part of the
RM4 .5billion 23.6km federal project
which links the southern part of the island
and the mainland of Penang.

Several Penang Exco members, Parlia-
mentarians, state assemblymembers and
MPPP senior officers had rushed to the
scene upon getting the news.

Lim spent seven hours at the site, wait-
ing through the night till dawn, for news
from the rescue team.
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The victims of the Penang Second Brldge tragedy are the young children aged 12, 11, 8 & 7 years because their father Tajudin died
when the access road collapsed. The state government offered some contributions to Tajudin’s wives and four children. Seen in
the photo are Laldin Zainal Abidin, the youngest brother of Tajudin (right) and Tajudin’s grieving widows, relative and daughters. The

widows were crying and inconsolable.

Also at the scene was Penang Deputy
Chief Minister I Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
and Member of Parliament for Bayan Baru
Sim Tze Tzin who were there round-the-
clock to observe rescue operations and to
console the victim’s family.

In a press conference held that night
Lim said the the most important thing to
do was to rescue any victims trapped in
the rubble.

“I have faith the team from the police,
Fire and Rescue Department, Civil De-
fence, St. John, Malaysian Red Crescent

Society and other rescuers are doing their
best,” he said.

Emergency services and rescue person-
nel finally managed to recover the body
of Tajudin Zainal Abidin, 45, trapped
under the mess of steel and concrete the
following night.

He has since been buried at Bukit Me-
rah in Perak and, as his family are mulling
over their legal options, the state has
given RM5,000 to them as well as extend-
ing other forms of assistance.

Mohd Rashid had accompanied the

bereaved family for the burial and handed
a personal contribution to them.

A few days after the tragedy, Lim shot
back at unfounded claims that the Penang
Development Corporation (PDC) was
involved in the construction of the bridge.

“You know very well that this a fed-
eral government project, given by the
federal government and has nothing to do
with Penang,” he said on June 9 in refer-
ence to the allegations.

See also page 2



Grieving family

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mohd. Hafiz Tajudin

LALDIN Zainal Abidin, 39, is the
youngest brother of the late Tajudin.

Laldin works as a community police
personnel and was initially at the site
helping out in the rescue operations.

Little did he know then that it was his
brother who was trapped underneath the
rubble.

When Laldin was asked to identify his
brother’s body from the wreckage, he
fainted and was sent to the hospital.

Laldin came to the Chief Minister’s
Office on June 12 with another brother,
Khairudin, and Tajudin’s widows, Shara
Ismail, 44, and Shariffah Ramli, 40.

With them were Tajudin’s daughters
aged 12,11,8 & 7.

Laldin, who had just recovered from
the trauma, was in a wheelchair.

Member of Parliament for Bayan Baru, Sim Tze Tzin (left), Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng (3rd from left), Exco Lim Hock Seng, DCM 1 Mohd. Rashid and Exco
member Dr. Afif Bahardin at the site of the tragedy.

Speaking for the family, Khairudin
said the company involved had offered
their condolences to the family.

“At the moment, we are still grieving
and we need some time to recover. My
family will discuss whether to take legal
action, due to the uncertain future of my
brother’s four daughters who are still
very young.”

The Penang state government, through
Batu Maung state assemblymember
Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim, has assured
the family that the state will assist them
in seeking legal recourse if they require.

Tajudin’s young daughters appeared
calm and cheerful when meeting the
reporters during the press conference at
Komtar but both his widows were crying
and inconsolable.

They received RM5,000 from the
state as part of the contributions for
victims of tragedies.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, Abdul Malik and Deputy Chief Minister | Mohd.
Rashid Hasnon comforting Tajudin’s widows and his daughters.

Bomba personnel in the rescue
operation.

Part of the access road which
collapsed.
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‘No one is above the law’
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IN a very stern warning, Chief Minister Lim \ . ‘ ol
Guan Eng has stated the position of the state R 1 I
with regards to illegal hill-cutting. .
5. i

you are. If you break the law, you pay the T
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price,” Lim said at a press conference in i
Komtar on June 4. li,.-
ments following the illegal hill-cutting at
Bukit Gambir.

Lim told them to find out the details from
and also exco member Chow Kon Yeow.

“We were already aware of the situation in
April and had issued a stop-work order even
media sites. Currently, they have stopped the
clearing works but the mitigation works are still
going on, like covering the bare hills with tar-
slides,” MPPP secretary Ang Aing Thye told
members of the media on May 27.

At the same press conference on May 27,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitigation,
said: “MPPP guarantees that legal action will submitting any applications under the Town and MPPP. The basic principle of the state is we will
be taken against the land owner. This is another case ~ Country Planning Act.” shield no one and will ensure that the appropriate

Story by Chan Lilian I ...' . rl . - e .
“No one is above the law. We don’t care who
Reporters had earlier asked for Lim’s com- | : P
the Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP)
before the matter was mentioned on social
paulin and drainage works to prevent land-
Chow, who is in charge of Local Government, Ang (third from left) and Chow (fourth from left) at a press conference on May 27.
where the land owner started the works without Lim reiterated: “Chow is handling this case with  punishment is meted out.”

Geotechnical expert visits ‘Bald Hill’

Story by Chan Lilian

PENANG Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) officers together with Dr. Gue
See Sew, an Oxford-trained geotech-
nical engineer, made a site visit to the
hill which is known to many as Bukit
Gambir on June 8.

Itis a plot of land on Lot 11396 and

34, Changkat Bukit Gambir Satu,
Mukim 13, North-East district of
Penang (Bukit Relau).

Unauthorised earthworks had taken
place and locals refer to it as the “Bald
Hill” as the patch of empty land cov-
ered with blue tarpaulin can be seen
from far away.

According to a press statement is-

sued by MPPP on
June 11, the council
found that earth-
works have ceased
completely and mit-
igation works are
being carried out.
The representa-
tive of the land

owner explained to
' MPPP that mitiga-
tion works will con-

tinue and a consult- Gue making a site visit on Jun 8.

ant’s report will be
forwarded to the council.

After inspection, Gue recom-
mended the following actions to be
taken :

Landowner to appoint consultant
and prepare the “Erosion and Sedi-
mentation Control Plan (ESCP)” and
slope strengthening design to mitigate
landslips and also mudslide to the
foothill.

The mitigation works should in-
clude:

- Construction of several sedimenta-
tion ponds and rainwater retention
ponds along the access road to the site.

- Cutting the slope to reduce the
gradient and planting vegetation to
cover exposed slopes (to prevent ero-
sion).

- Prepare cascading drains along
the entrance to dissipate energy of
surface runoff plus soil erosion miti-
gation.

A letter was issued by MPPP on
June 11 to the land owner to expedite
mitigations works and to carry out the
steps recommended by Gue.

The land owner was also reminded
to control and overcome the problems
of pollutions on the site.
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Fighting cancer together

Story by Evelyn Joseph

THE Relay for Life campaign, which
enters its ninth year in 2013, will culmi-
nate in a fun-filled, community based
event in the Youth Park with a 16-hour
“Relay” starting at 6pm on June 15 and
ending at 10am the next day.

Registration for participants will take
place at 4pm on the first day of the event.

Over 2,000 Penangites are set to take
part in the relay, either in teams or as
individuals.

“Relay for Life 2013 is committed to
breaking our fear and ignorance about
cancer and bringing people together in
our mutual fight again it,” said Penang

branch committee member of Relay for
Life, Mui Siew Koon.

The 16-hour ‘Relay’ symbolises the
on-going fight against cancer, and the
journey of a cancer survivor from diag-
nosis to successful recovery.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng has
confirmed his attendance at the opening
ceremony at 5.45pm and will share the
cake-cutting ceremony with the cancer
survivors.

He will also flag off the first lap,
which is always walked by cancer sur-
vivors and their carers.

State Welfare, Caring Society and
Environment committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh thanked the sponsors Wa-

Phee (centre) with the sponsors of Relay for life 2013.

Clearing up at collapsed

Story by Evelyn Joseph
Pix by Alissala Thian

WORK is under way to clear up
the debris from the building that

collapsed on June 3 along Jalan i

Lim Chwee Leong.

Komtar assemblymember Teh
Lai Heng said the clearing-up
work started on June 5 after a joint
site inspection and meeting be-
tween the Heritage Department,
Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) and architect and consult-
ing engineers representing the
owner.

For now, only clearing works
on the pavements and carriageway
are being done.

Clearing the internal part of the
building will only commence after
safety measures have been taken
on the remaining structures.

This includes placing of scaffolding at No. 204
and steel shoring at the wall adjacent to house No.

202.

The clearing works were done by the contractor
engaged by the owners and are scheduled to be

wasan Open University,
IJM Land Berhad, SLE
Entertainment, Star Cruise,
Sime Darby and Penang
Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) who came forward
to help the campaign.
IJM Land Berhad gen-
eral manager Toh Chin
Leong said this is the
fourth year IJM Land is
sponsoring the event.
“Our staff also help
raise funds through dona-
tion cards from the relay
and spread the key mes-
sages about cancer and
assist in
building
awareness
towards
the event,”
he added.
Ang
Chia Ling, officer, Cor-
perate Communication
and Public Relations,
Genting Hong Kong,
said: “Star Cruise is
proud to be a sponsor of
Relay for Life 2013, an
annual event in which
people from all over
Penang come together

The collapsed heritage building at Jalan Lim Chwee Leong.

completed by June 12.

All costs will be borne by the building owners.

“We have also conducted checks on found there
are some 73 abandoned buildings in Georgetown.
Fifty-two buildings have been issued notices under
Section 83 of the Street, Drainage and Building Act
1974, which requires the owners to clear up the
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to raise awareness and raise funds for
cancer services.”

This is the second year in a row that
Star Cruise has sponsored this event, she
added.

Many other companies have also sup-
ported via monetary donations or dona-
tions in kind.

Log on to www.relayforlife.org.my
or call 04-2284140 for more informa-
tion.

premises and secure it imme-
diately .” Teh said.

In the June 3 incident, some
overhanging branches from
nearby trees crashed on the
building, causing parts of it to
collapse.

“After the investigation, we
found the front facade and the
interior walls had collapsed
after some tree branches
crashed on the building struc-
ture.” said Teh.

Teh asked the owners of
such buildings to submit their
plans to the MPPP for renova-
tion to be undertaken imme-
diately.

The building collapsed due
to lack of maintenance by the
owners and the condition was
made worse by trees growing

inside these buildings, thus damaging their structure.
“The council will step in if the owners fail to take
action within two weeks,” said Teh.
“These properties are stated as part of Penang’s
heritage structures and the owners must take meas-
ures to preserve them.”
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Penang tops for foodies

ONCE again, Penang
has come up tops.

Well-known travel
guide Lonely Planet has
picked Penang as one of
the “Top 10 walking
tours for globetrotting
foodies”.

Brett Atkinson who
is a travel and food
writer who authored
many Lonely Planet
travel guides wrote on
April 25.

The best — and tasti-
est — way to fast-track
your understanding of a
city’s cuisine is to em-
bark on a guided walk-
ing tour that includes
sampling the local food.

Tuck into the best
offerings from street
food stalls, meet chefs
at cafes and restaurants,
and local producers at
markets.

Best of all, undertake
a tour when you first
arrive in a city and

Hawkers do brisk business in Penang like this char koay teow Stall #44 at Gurney Drive
where people queued up for their plate of Penang delectable hawkers’ offerings.

Other destinations in the list by
Lonely Planet are :

Hanoi in Vietnam

Gastown in Vancouver, Canada
Istanbul, Turkey

Nice in France,

San Francisco,

London,

Tasmania,

Mexico City

Wellington

typepad.com)

Other feathers in the cap for Penang

that are worthy of mention are :

1. CNNGo voted Penang one of
Asia’s 10 greatest street food cities

2. Cheong Fatt Tze Mansion named
one of the Greatest Mansions and
Grand Houses by Lonely Planet

3. CNNGo voted Penang Assam
Laksa as World’s No. 7 most
delicious foods

4. Yahoo Travel ranked Penang # 8§ in
10 Islands to Explore Before You

you’ll have a mouthwa-
tering hit list of places to return to.

nese influences, Asia’s best street
food can be found amid the heritage
streets and lanes of Georgetown.

Personally conducted by a knowl-
edgeable local food writer, tours
meander around the best of the city’s
hawker stalls and kopitiam (coffee
shops), with dishes including char
kway teow noodles and sour Asam

Combining Indian, Malay and Chi-

Penang Hill remains a

PRESS RELEASE

107,211 VISITORS TO PENANG HILL DURING THE TWO-WEEK
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Penang Hill once again proves itself to be a top tourist destination. During
the recent two week mid-year school holidays it attracted 107,211 visitors.
This figure represents a 16.20% increase compared to the same period in
the previous year.

The construction of the roof project, which is still in progress at the
lower station, did not deter holiday makers to leave a mark at the ‘Peak of
the Pearl’. The highest number of visitors was on the Ist of June with a
total of 9,560 in one day.

The continuous effort by Penang Hill Corporation (PHC) to improve the
number of ‘hot spots’ and activities have won praises from the tourists.
Many repeat visitors were astonished by the additions and improvement
that had been introduced. The moment they stepped out of their cars at the

laksa, (fish soup flavoured with Die
tamarind). 5. Smart Travel Asia ranked Penang
If you’re into sweets or mega hits # 9 in Top 10 Best Holiday
of chilli, tours can be individually Destinations
tailored. 6. New York Times named Penang
Contact: Eating Asia (eatingasia. One of 44 Places to Visit in 2009

top draw

Chinese Temple car park they were welcomed by the reconstructed scenic
entrance at Viaduct Trails, then they would notice the rebranding of the
two coaches which are now named as Mutiara and Pinang. At the upper
station tourists were excited to see the new Treasure Store where they could
get Penang Hill Official souvenirs.

The newly installed Flag Garden brings brighter colours to the hill. In
addition, visitors were also busy taking photos with replica of Sedan Chair
and a full size wooden horse, which were the means of transport before the
construction of Penang Hill Funicular System in 1923.

Adding to the merriment, children of all ages were entertained by clowns
every day and buskers entertaining visitors with cheerful music amongst
the big crowd.

We hope that the experience and good memories will encourage tourists
to come back to enjoy Penang Hill in the future. Penang Hill Corporation
is committed to continuously upgrading its services to the visitors.

The Management
Penang Hill Corporation
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Facelift for ‘Padang’
hawker paradise

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

PENANGITES, especially the older gen-
eration, will immediately recognise that
“Padang” refers to the hawkers located at
the Jalan Datuk Keramat-Jalan Perak-Ja-
lan Anson junctions.

Once upon a time, in the 1970s, the
most famous “A-go-go char hor fun”
(fried flat noodles) was the talk of the
town.

In fact, there was this saying that if you
are going to date someone’s daughter, you
have to make sure that you “tapau’ or take
away a packet of Padang A-go-go char hor
fun for the future in-laws to win their
hearts as well.

The hawker centre is famous for sev-
eral other fares.

On one side, there are the Muslim
hawkers who trade at night.

Their well-known dishes are satay ce-
lup or “lok-lok”, pasembor and mee
mamak.

On the other side, Chinese hawkers
serve the tea-time crowd.

The cendol, poh piah, nyonya
kueh and yong tau foo are much
talked about on food blogs and
out-of-town visitors will flock to
this place though it is rather ob-
scure from the main road.

The Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) announced on
March 25 that they are going to
give this hawker centre a facelift
at a cost of RM1.7 million.

A day earlier, MPPP also
launched the upgraded Padang
Datuk Keramat field which is
adjacent to the hawker centre at a
cost of RM900,000.

MPPP took five months to up-
grade the field which can now be
used by schools, sports associa-
tions and government agencies for
football matches.

So, sports fans can now go to
Padang Datuk Keramat for foot-
ball matches and then have their
meals at the Padang Datuk Keramat
hawker complex which is undergoing
upgrading as well.

There are 57 hawker stalls and these
traders have been assured that MPPP will
ensure that their businesses are not af-
fected during the construction when it
begins later this year.

“Penang wants to be an international
city, so our hawker complexes too must
achieve international standards. That’s

why MPPP is giving
this hawker complex
a facelift to achieve
that image,” Chief
Minister Lim Guan
Eng told the hawkers
when he visited them
recently.

Some of the hawk-
ers started trading at
the open field under
trees in the mid 1960s.

In 1971, they were
moved into the cur-
rent place and there
was no upgrading in
the last 42 years.

MPPP Building
Director Yew Tung
Seang explained
some of the features
of the hawkers com-
plex to members of
the media. “We will
provide toilets, surau
and incorporate green
building features in

Lee supports the Penang state government
and MPPP’s open tender system as he says
this will reduce corruption.

our design. As this hawker complex is in
the middle of the town, we want to see that
the structure is eye-catching and will be
the icon of the city.

“Currently, the hawker complex is quite
obscure to passers-by due to the walls
surrounding it. We want to make it invit-
ing and more open to attract people,” Yew
said.

A spokesperson for the hawkers, Lee
Poh Aun 53, told Buletin Mutiara: “We

£4

w

are very glad that the state government is
finally doing an upgrading. We had been
asking the previous government but no
one heard us. During the previous admin-
istration, they did upgrade a section be-
cause the roof collapsed due to termite
infestation.”

Lee also praised the Penang Pakatan

Rakyat and said he supports the open
tender system for all projects as this will
cut down on corruption.

He said though he is not one of the
hawkers there, as the chairman of the
Hungry Ghost festival committee, he
welcomes the upgrading because this will
improve business for the traders.

The cendol and ais kacang sold by the Chinese hawkers in the afternoon are
some of the best around. Full of red beans and delicious with lots of coconut
milk, the cendol is a must-try on hot afternoons.



Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Ainul Wardah Sohilli

YOU can help the Penang Island Municipal Council to
formulate a budget tailored to your needs.

Empowering the people to have a say in what they
want their city council to do for them is MPPP’s aim.

On June 7, MPPP announced that the public can
provide their feedback for preparation of Budget 2014.

Some of the areas where the public can offer feedback
are:

* Municipal council projects

* Parking facilities

* Public facilities

* Facilities for persons with disabilities

* Public facilities by gender

MPPP chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail said: “We want
to provide a budget where the services and projects are
more effective and the public cares for facilities pro-
vided. This will ensure that Penang will continue to be
a clean, safe and prosperous state.”

The public has until July 10 to tell MPPP what they
want.

All input and feedback will be private and confiden-
tial.

Go to www.mppp.gov.my and fill up the feedback
form available online.

You can also write to the Revenue Unit head of depart-
ment — suhaida@mppp.gov.my or call 04-2592120.

Vit X Jume 1-15,2013 (7
Tell MPPP what you want

]
Patahiyah (left) with Suhaida Kamalul-Ariffin (head of MPPP revenue department) with a sample of the
feedback form.

Can you spot the CCTVs in town? They can be identified by the
MPPP signboard and can be found all over George Town.

Safer Penang with extra CCTVs

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) announced recently that an addi-
tional RM1 million, on top of the RM400,000
announced earlier,will be spent this year to
instal 100 more closed-circuit television cam-
eras (CCTVs) on the island in a move to fur-
ther combat crime.

MPPP secretary Ang Aing Thye said at a
media conference that RM 1.4 million has been
approved by MPPP for the CCTVs.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who was
also at the press conference, said he had con-

veyed to MPPP chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail
that safety in Penang is of utmost concern and
as such these additional units will be installed
immediately.

“Criminals do not wait. So we also mustn’t
wait any longer. The number of streetlights
will also be increased.” Lim said.

Currently, there are over 70 CCTVs on the
island installed by MPPP. The Housing and
Local Government Ministry has about 34
units.

Lim announced that the Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP) will also take steps
to increase CCTV surveillance, with details to
be announced at a later date.

Police asked to increase vigilance

Story by Chan Lilian

POLICE in Penang have been asked to in-
crease their vigilance and surveillance fol-
lowing a slight increase in crime especially
in the North-East District.

“Penang has the highest percentage in
crime reduction in Malaysia. Therefore the
state is concerned that in the last four months
of 2013, there has been a slight increase in
crime. This is not acceptable. We want to see

a continued reduction in crime. We want the
police to arrest this trend of increase in
crime,” Lim said in a media conference on
Jun 6, 2013.

Last September, Lim had said that Penang
is the safest state in Malaysia with the high-
est reduction of 27% in the crime index in
the country among all states in 2010 and
topped the country again for the first six
months of 2012 with a crime reduction of
26%.
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orking
overtime
at burning
dumpsite

Story by Chan Lilian

THE Jelutong dumpsite, which
caught fire on June 8, saw exco
member for Welfare, Caring Soci-
ety and Environment Phee Boon
Poh rushing to oversee matters.

He reported on his Facebook
that the fire may take at least one
week to be put out totally.

The situation was made worse
because the fire was in the southwest
of the dumpsite and wind from that
direction fanned the flames, making
the situation dangerous.

“The Meteorological Depart-
ment has informed us that strong
south-westerly winds of more than
40 km/h are expected. We will
need to use the cut, water and paste
method,” Phee said.

Penang Island Municipal Coun-
cil (MPPP) secretary Ang Aing
Thye ordered more heavy machin-
ery in the operation to put out the
fire but as of June 11, the dumpsite
still had fresh spots of peat fire
after a heavy downpour on June 9
doused the fire.

“Smoke and smell is affecting
the operations personnel made up
of MPPP Special Squad, Fire and

Rescue Department and
others,” Phee posted on
his Facebook.

Phee cancelled all his
official functions and was at the
site from day to night.

However, Phee is not taking any
chances.

He said: “We are still monitoring
the situation. There are some new
fresh spots of peat fire. But we
will continue to monitor for an-
other four days before declaring
it’s totally put off. A suspected area
is now on the slopes of the south-
westerly section. This is one weak
area as accessibility is difficult.”

It is understood that the dump-
site will be treated, mined and
developed into an Eco-Town.

According to Phee, a Request
for Proposal for the consultant had
been called by Penang Develop-
ment Corporation and they are in
the final stage of awarding by the
tender board.

Phee, who constantly updated
his Facebook to keep concerned
citizens aware of the latest situa-
tion, had helped to alleviate wor-
ries of people living in the sur-
rounding areas.

Rescue personnel fighting fire at the dumpsite. - Pictures courtesy of
Phee’s Facebook page.

—

An exhausted Phee having his meal at the dumpsite.

Notice : MPPP fogging schedule for George Town area

PROGRAM PENGASAPAN BAGI BULAN JUN 2013 UNTUK
KAWASAN GEORGETOWN PULAU PINANG

TARIKH

01 JUN 2013

02 JUN 2013
03 JUN 2013

04 JUN 2013
05 JUN 2013
06 JUN 2013
07 JUN 2013
08 JUN 2013
09 JUN 2013
10 JUN 2013
11 JUN 2013
12 JUN 2013
13 JUN 2013
14 JUN 2013
15 JUN 2013
16 JUN 2013
17 JUN 2013
18 JUN 2013
19 JUN 2013
20 JUN 2013
21 JUN 2013
22 JUN 2013
23 JUN 2013
24 JUN 2013
25 JUN 2013
26 JUN 2013
27 JUN 2013
28 JUN 2013

29 JUN 2013
30 JUN 2013

KAWASAN LIPUTAN PENGASAPAN

CUTI AM

AHAD
Kampong Sireh, Lebuhraya Codrington, Tingkat Burma; Flat PPRT Jalan
Sungai; Lebuh /Lintang Bakau.
Solok /Jalan Pierce, Leburaya Peel; Reclamation Area Pengkalen Weld;
Tokong Kayu.
Lorong Chulia, Lorong Steward, Lorong Muda; Lebuh Victoria, Gat Labuh
Acheh; Tokong Batu.
Love Lane, Lorong Argus, Lebuh Klang; Lebuh Carnarvon, Lebuh Cacheh,
Lebuh Cannon; Jalan Jeti Jelutong.
Lebuh Leith, Lebuh Muntri; Lorong Carnarvon, Lorong Tok Aka, Lebuh
Melayu; Kuater Polis Batu Lancang, Kuater Kerajaan Batu Lancang.

SABTU

AHAD
Green Hall, Bangunan Mahkamah, Dewan Sri Pinang; Jalan Gurdwara,
Lebuh Noordin, Lebuh Presgrave; Kawasan Jalan Chemor.
Taman Gottlieb, Jalan Gottlieb; Jalan Perak, Taman Perak, Jalan Dato
Kramat; Flat Batu Lancang.
Jalan Air Terjun, Lorong Air Terjun, Lengkok Barat; Jalan Maqgbul, Jalan
Sungai Jalan Sungai Pinang; Mewah Court Batu Lancang.
Lorong Mt Erskine, Jalan Mt Erskine, Jalan Bagan Jermal; Jalan JKR, Hilir
Sungai Pinang, Solok Sungai Pinang; Lorong Jelutong, Batu Green.
Taman Air Rajah, Solok Air Rajah, JIn Tunku Abdul Rahman; Lebuh Sungai
Pinang, Pinang Court; Desa Green , Jalan Van Praagh.

SABTU

AHAD
Jalan Brown, Lbhraya Rose, Jalan Scott; Lintang Macallum, Gat Lbh Cecil,
Pintasan Cecil; Taman Cemerlang Jelutong.
Jalan Park, Jalan Biggs, Jalan Ramanathan; Jalan Irving, Jalan Selangor,
Jalan Kek Chuan; Jalan Kota Giam.
Jalan Nunn, Lengkok Nunn, JIn Tunku Abdul Rahman; Jalan Pahang, Jalan
Merican, Jalan Dunlop; Kawasan Jalan Tengku.
Jalan Brook, Solok Brook, Jalan Utama, Jalan Jesselton; Jalan Patani,
Lintang Kg Rawa 1,2; Kawasan Bukit Dumbar.
Jalan Jesselton, Lengkok Jesselton; Kampong Makam, Lorong Singgora,
Jalan Dato Kramat; Taman Free School (Negeri).

SABTU

AHAD
Taman Jesselton, Solok Jesselton; Jalan Bukom, Jalan Samak, Persiaran
Perak; Taman Free School (MPPP).
Jalan Madras, Jalan Talipon, Jalan Zainal Abidin; Jalan Gemas, Jalan
Rawang, Jalan Langkawi; Kampong Mesjid Jalan Perak.
Lorng Kinta, Jalan Macalister, Jalan Ong Chong Keng; Jalan Lim Khoon
Huat, Kuarter Hospital; Taman Abidin, Taman Cemerlang Jalan Perak.
Jalan Hutton, Lorong Amoy, Jalan Argyll; Jalan Penjara, Kuarter Penjara,
Solok Kebun Nyior; Taman Nusantara, Jalan Makloom.
Jalan Transfer, Jalan Argyll, JIn Sri Bahari; Jalan York, Solok York, Halaman
York; Jalan Gangsa, Solok Tembaga.

SABTU

AHAD
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YBs take to social media

IN keeping with current trends, many assemblymembers have main-
tained their own Facebook page and update their activities to keep the
people informed of the happenings in their own constituency.

Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian scoured their Facebook pages to find
out what some of them were doing behind the media limelight.

Very often, they do not call a huge press conference but instead, go
out and work tirelessly behind the scenes.

On June 2, Soon Lip Chee, assemblymember for Jawi, visited four
villages for a gotong royong.

The residents, mostly Indians, in the areas were happy to work
together with personnel from the Drainage and Irrigation Department,
Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) and other authorities to
clean up their area.

Soon’s Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/pages/N19-
Soon-Lip-Chee/171669649660790
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Soon (in white t-shirt at far end) observing the cleaning efforts at the gotong royong.

Children also helped out at the gotong-royong to clean up their
kampung.

Assemblymember for Seri Delima RSN Rayer visited a Malay family
and handed over a wheelchair for one of the family members on June 11.
Rayer’s Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/rsn.rayer

Yeoh in ankle deep muddy waters listening attentively to a woman affected by the
flood.

Heavy rain that lasted almost a whole day on June 9 caused muddy water to flood
some housing areas in Paya Terubong.

Assemblymember Yeoh Soon Hin personally went to Lebuh Ramai to monitor
the situation while Fire and Rescue Department personnel and other volunteers
helped the residents affected by the mud.

Yeoh’s Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/yeoh.soonhin.1

Rayer is always with the people in his constituency and renders help
when they seek him.
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Garuda’s starts

Penang-Medan service

The inaugural flight from Medan landing at the Penang International Airport.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

AS part of efforts to improve connectiv-
ity between Penang and Medan, Indone-
sian airline Garuda began serving the
route between the two cities from June
3.

Garuda Indonesia (Asia-Pacific) vice-
president Nicodemus Lampe said the
airline will serve the route twice a day,
using the Bombardier CRJ 1000 Next
Generation aircraft.

It has a seating capacity of 96, consist-
ing of 12 in exclusive class and 84 in
economy.

“Besides being part of the airline’s
network expansion programme, the open-
ing of the new route is part of Garuda
Indonesia’s efforts to improve services
to our customers,” said Nicodemus at a
media conference during the launch at
the Penang International Airport on June
1.

“As part of its expansion, Garuda on
May 3 launched Medan as its fourth air
hub after Jakarta, Denpasar and Makas-
sar.

Nicodemus commented that prior to
that, since April 15, Garuda had been
flying to new routes, namely from Med-
an to Batam, Medan to Padang and
Medan to Palembang.

Currently Garuda Indonesia serves the
Indonesia to Malaysia route by flying
from Jakarta to Kuala Lumpur twice a
day.

“With positive growth in the interna-
tional segment, Garuda also plans to
open new international routes, like Ja-

karta to London, Surabaya to Singapore,
Denpasar to Bangkok, Denpasar to Bris-
bane and Denpasar to Kuala Lumpur,”
Nicodemus said.

He added that Garuda Indonesia is also
expecting the arrival of 24 new additions
of four Boeing 777-300ER, three Airbus
A330, 10 Boeing 737-800NG and seven
Bombadier CRJ 1000 Next Generation.

“Through its Quantum Leap pro-
gramme, Garuda will operate a total of
194 aircraft by 2015.”

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said since launching their transfor-
mation programme in 2006, Garuda has
made tremendous progress and has now
become one of the respected airlines in
the region.

“Direct flights from Medan allow
more travellers from not only Medan but
also other cities in Sumatra and the rest
of Indonesia to visit Penang.

“Indonesian travellers have been a
huge contributor to our airport’s traveller
arrivals. Last year, there were 234,703
Indonesian travellers who arrived in
Penang via the Penang International
Airport for leisure, health and shopping,”
he added.

Lim said for Penang, the opening of
Garuda’s Medan-Penang service will of
course offer many benefits, as it will help
increase business, tourism and economic
activities.

“It s my heartfelt wish that Garuda’s
presence in Penang will not only ben-
efit Garuda and its customers, but will
also contribute to the advancement of
relations between two wonderful coun-
tries - Indonesia and Malaysia.”

Rifle Range upgrade in progress

Story by Evelyn Joseph
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE state has started up-
grading works at the Rifle
Range flats to overcome
problems highlighted by
residents there.

These include defective
piping and lifts that con-
stantly break down.

State housing committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh
Deo announced that a new
waterproofing method will
be used to fix leaks and sew-
erage pipes in the flats.

“The old method required
at least five days to complete
particularly drying the wa-
terproofing substances, but
the new method which was
suggested may cost a little
more but will take just a day
to complete,” said Jagdeep
during his visit to the flats on
June 6.

“We have been having
regular meetings with the
Public Works Department
(JKR) and contractors and
requested them to go on the
ground to each unit in the
nine blocks to find out the A shopkeeper pointing to the leak from the
status of the piping.” roof.

Breath-taking skaters thrill audience
Story by Danny Ooi

SOME 75 skaters from five countries thrilled the audience with their silky
moves and magic routines during the three-day Penang International Freestyle
Skating Championship 2013 at Times Square from May 30 to June 1.

Top honours went to Kanchanok Sawangsri, 15, from Thailand in the event
finale, the Men’s Slalom Battle.

“This is my first time competing in Penang and it has been a fun experience.
The more contests you take part in, the more people you meet and more friends
you make,” said Kanchanok, whose brother Kantachart, came in fourth.

“In all, it feels great to be a champion, especially competing against so
many older competitors.”

The siblings from Kanchanaburi, near Bangkok, help each other in polish-
ing up their moves and skills.

It was also a rewarding outing for Singaporean Lim Wukai, 20, who
strengthened his runner-up position in the Slalom Battle with two first-placings
in the Men’s Speed Slalom and Classic Slalom categories.

“I tried my best and it paid off. However, it came as a shock as I sensed I
had committed some uncalled for mistakes in my moves,” he said.

South Korean skater Kim Sung Jin, who has been ranked No. 1 in the World
Slalom Series before, made a guest appearance to sign autographs for his fans
at the end of the event.

Meanwhile, the Malaysian Roller Sports Association conducted an inline
skating workshop for the public on the final day, where beginners could have
a feel of moving around on wheels.
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Baseless allegations on
Red Bean Army connection

Story by Danny Ooi

ON June 1, a businessman, Pua Khein Seng
said in a statement said that he would not hesitate
to take legal action against a Malay daily. (Utu-
san Malaysia).

“According to a fabricated report published
in the daily on June 1, I am being accused of
funding or being involved in the activities of the
so-called “Red Bean Army”, a group of political
cyber troopers affiliated to the DAP.

“I honestly do not know how I should respond
since it is a fabricated, baseless and malicious
allegation,” he said.

Pua also said he had no problem co-operating
with the authorities.

“I will not hesitate to take legal action against
the daily when investigations are completed.”

The Malay daily also reported that the au-
thorities would investigate the background of the
Red Bean Army, which is believed to have re-
ceived funding from a company in Taiwan estab-
lished by a Malaysian.

Meanwhile Chief Minister Lim warned that
baseless allegations against investors can affect
investments in the country.

“The Red Bean Army did not exist and DAP
did not know about it,” he said at a media confer-
ence at KOMTAR on June 3.

A screenshot of an
article in Utusan
dated June 1 which
Pua referred to.

Polis kenal pasti

Oleh NORAZRIN MARZLIKI
pENgarang @ utusan, com. my
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Fengasas sabuah SyariKat slekronik Taiwan yar g mrupakan rakyat Malaysia | kana dilinat bersamsa

Ketua Menteri Pulaw Pirang, Lim Guan Eng ketika berkempen dalam PRU-13 la. Gambar inl pernat

disiarkan dalam portal propembangkang Malaysiakin
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KUALA LUMPUR 31 Mei - Polis telah mengenal pasti identiti beberapa individu
yang bertanggungjawab merancang menggulingkan kerajaan menerusi pergerakan

pasukan tentera siber Red Bean Army.

‘Ignorant’ minister taken to task

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

LOCAL Government, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation exco Chow Kon Yeow has hit out
at Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan and
called him “ignorant” as he does not understand the
need for local government elections.

Chow referred to a recent Chinese media report
where Abdul Rahman claimed that local govern-
ment elections were “unnecessary and will cripple
performance”.

“I wish to point out to him that local councils
not only rely on the councillors. Anyway, we will
not be deterred by this comment and will carry on
with our own efforts since 2008 to restore local
elections,” Chow said.

On March 11, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
representing the Penang state government, and
former Aliran president P Ramakrishnan jointly

filed a petition against the Federal Government
and the Elections Commission (EC) at the Federal
Court.

The Penang state government took the Federal
government and the EC to court to compel for the
restoration of the third vote and local government
elections in the Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) and Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP).

Chow announced that the court has postponed
the application for leave for its petition to June 27.

“Federal Court judge Hassan Lah was supposed
to hear on May 29 but has postponed it. This case
is still alive. We will be monitoring it. We hope
the judge will grant us leave to hear the petition in
the Federal Court. If denied, then we can go no
further.”

The case is to declare that Sections 10 and 15 of
the Local Government Act are unconstitutional, null
and void. It is also to direct the EC to hold local
government elections.

Chow at the press conference in Komtar declaring
that Penang will continue to make haste to restore
local government elections.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH PENAGA PENAGA

YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Bakal Dilantik
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

PANTAI JEREJAK BERTAM ' . .|| BERTAM

YB ﬁo |hMohd Rashid Hasnon [ g%j 2%2 15%;% YB Shariful Azhar Othman Sedang dikemaskini [ | Bakal Dilantik
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

PERAI PINANG TUNGGAL i .|| PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Prof. Dr. 5 Ramasamy [ %8‘}‘ %Z% ]]%2; YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin Sedang dikemaskini [ | Bakal Dilantik
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

PADANG KOTA ‘F;ER(gAATAngBEI-?AN%AN sed dik Kini EEI}(Mlpgg?N(T;.kBERANGAN
VB Chow Kan Yeow [ g04 2260218 mar . Hami edang dikemaskini akal Dilanti
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my 04-2260218 RTNCRIEUR UNCRI0R

BATU MAUN YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor Sedang dikemaskini [ | Bakal Dilantik
YBbgoTulliébdul Malik Abul Kassim [ %81 2%2 1538%

ceme e TELOK AIRTAWAR . | [ TELOK AIR TAWAR
BAGAN JERMAL YB Datuk Jahara Hamid Sedang dikemaskini | | Bakal Dilantik

YB Lim Hock Seng T) 04-3317175

limhockseng@penang.gov.my F) 04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Klong
lawhengkiahg@penang.gov.m

[T% 04 -282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh

(T) 04 - 262 0860

SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria

Sedang dikemaskini

BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad

Sedang dikemaskini

SUNGAI ACHEH
Bakal Dilantik

BAYAN LEPAS
Bakal Dilantik

pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495 PULAU BETONG
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 BB b Farid Saad Sedang dikemaskini | | Bakal Dilantik
$§%¢WNG LéLANG T) 04 - 502 5071 TELUK BAHANG
ong Eng - TELUK BAHANG i A
[Fg 04-508 9711 YB Shah Haedan Ayoob Sedang dikemaskini | | Bakal Dilantik

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

[T% 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

SEBERANG JAYA Sed
Y8 Dr. Al Boherdin diekecr‘r?gskini POLIS & AMBULANS 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
VB Law Chob Kian To4-5880818 | BOMBA 994 04-398 8809
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my [F% 04 - 588 0885 DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
T OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
YB Wong Hon Wai T) 04 - 828 0926 PENYELAMAT 991 PUSAT INFO PELANCONG 04-261 4461
wonghonwai@penang.gov.m [Fg 04 - 828 0926 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
BERAPIT BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
YB Ong Kok Fooi (T) 04 - 530 8476 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
ongkokfoolgoenang.gov.my NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
MACHANG BUBOK KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
YB Lee Khai Hoon (T) 04 - 551 1442 IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
INFORMASI PENERANGAN 04-643 0373 PERSATUAN PERUNDUNGAN  04-829 4046
%"#-’ﬁ'{#G BgﬁGAH 1|04 899 9581 WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK
oaehea et w teh@gmailcom | O Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-397 1058 CAP 04-829 9511
EPF 04-226 1000 JABATAN BURUH 04-262 5536
JAWI
Y8 %0 Lip Chee sedang SOCSO 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
lcsoon@mpsp.gov.my dikemaskini
PENGKALAN KOTA M4 -250 1521
au Ken (]
dczooenqulcmkofo@qmoi!.com (F)O4 2501523 PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy

[T% 04 - 323 5870

PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

atana@first.net.my F) 04 - 323 5870
KEBUN BUNGA N1 Penaga : sedang dikemasikini Bungah
YB Cheah Kah Peng [T% 04 - 826 545] N2 Bertam : sedang dikemasikini N23 Air Putih :04-8290614 - Hong Kian
kebunbunga24@gmail.com F) 04 - 826 5451 N3 Pinang o sedqng dikemasikini eng
SUNGAI BAKAP Tunggal N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
YB Hj. Maktar H}DShcpee m 04 - 582 7549 N4 Permatang : sedang dikemasikini Bunga Eong
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com F) 04 - 582 8648 Berangan N25 Pulau Tikus : 012 - 486 2552 - Lingam
KOMTAR N5 Sungai Dua : sedang dikemasikini N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
YB Teh Lai Heng ET; 04 - 227 7068 Né Telok Air : sedang dikemasikini Chee
komtarN28@gmail.com F) 04 - 227 7068 - ngar. p GReraTE N27 ;e?gkqlan : 012 - 401 1522 - Eh'r;g Chin
ungai Puyu : - - Mr.Lee ota ea
TRl Lol sedang N8 Bagan :013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon  N28 KOMTAR  :012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang
clementyeoh@hotmail.com dikemaskini N9 .éermal R I((;eong N29 Ecﬂok : :017 - 480 7417 - \(armder
agan : - - Gesan erama aur
08 Yo 300 Hue sedang Dalam 010 - 464 6308 - Fuzaina
yapsoohuey@gmail.com dikemaskini N10 ieberang : 04 -3905109 - l';lerhl.clialyI?ﬁ g N30 |S’yngai : 010 - 464 3308 - Amelia Tan
aya ohd Iskander inang
(B ook b Mohd. Salleh Man T1 04 - 398 4926 N11Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N31 Batu : 04 -2826419 - Karuna
adunptgpasir@gmail.com [F% 04 - 398 4226 Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Lancan
VIS ggae meen  wseiodine g oae e
; B erapi : - - Mr.Lim - ames
TBOng Chin Wen icom 1 842383577 017 - 446 1817 - YeohEe Yee N33 Airllam  :012- 4730736 - Anne
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Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
Teoh Seang Hool (DAP) 019-412 99 96 Zulkifli Mohd. Noor (DAP) 012 - 483 0878
B e — 04-594 1231 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 42822 50
Visvanathan a/l Kumaran 012-477 6468 (DAP)
(DAP) 04-398 3242 (Tel) Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
visvanathan@mpsp.gov.my | 04-502 1667 (Fax) Lim Cheng Hoe 016 - 438 4807
Tan Xin Ying 016 - 553 1987 (DAP) :
(DAP) Tan Hun Wooi (DAP) 012 - 488 0409
Ong Ah Teong 012 -410 6566
; - (DAP)
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) 012-571 2250 Ool Keat Hin 016-217 1331
(PKR)
Guanalan a/l Sengalaney 013-4853128 Francis o/l Joseph (PKR) 012 - 474 3321
(DAP) Ramlah Bee Binti Asiahoo 016 -4222142
Chandrasekeran a/l S. 012-5619870 IFELR
Maniam (DAP) Mohamed Yusoff Mohamed | 04 - 657 7464 (Tel)
chanderasekeran@mpsp. NEter ([FAS) DIERE 72101,
o Iszuree lbrahim 016 - 443 3205
Mohamad Zainudin Othman | 013-45 47 009 (PAS) 019 - 450 7890
I Sr. Mohd. Zahry Shaikh Abdul | 012 - 472 6725
s Rahim (NGO)
Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Ahmad Farid Md. Arshad 019-540 9396 (DAP)
(PKR) 04-3979796 (Fax) Prem Anand o/l Loganathan | 012 - 412 2558
ahmadfarid@mpsp.gov.my (DAP)
Johari Kassim (PKR) 019-449 1450 Tan Seng Keat 012 - 438 6191
johari@mpsp.gov.my (PKR)
Abdul Latif Abdullah 019-560 57 55 Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
(PKR) Osman
abdul _latif@mpsp.gov.my (PKR)
Lim Eng Nam 016-411 4400 Mohd Taufik Sulong 012 - 438 0873
(PKR) 04-588 0818 (Tel) (PKR)
peterlim@mpsp.gov.my 04-588 0885 (Fax) Tahir Jalaluddin Hussain 012 - 463 5959
Kusala Kumari @ Rynu a/p A. | 019-54 63 257 (NGO)
Shanmugam (PKR) Dr. Lim Mah Hui 012 - 4221880
kusala@mpsp.gov.my (NGO)
Amir Md. Ghazali (PKR) 013-584 8386 Sin Kok Siang (NGO) 016 - 422 2255
amir@mpsp.gov.my 04 - 521 1987 (Fax) Ng Chek Siang (PKR) 016 - 470 7089

perisaihebat@gmail.com

Ahmad Kaswan Kassim
(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov.

019- 408 4899

my

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 013-430 2096
(NGO) 04-508 0039 (Tel)
[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my 04-657 0918 (Fax)
Ahmad Tarmizi Abdullah 013 -414 4822
(NGO)

Loh Joo Huat 012-4221133
(DAP)

jhloh@mpsp.gov.my

Ong Koon Liak 012-4277868

(DAP)
klong@mpsp.gov.my

04-530 0363 (Tel)
04-538 6950 (Fax)

Sarina Hashim
(PKR)
sarina@mpsp.gov.my

013-50 00 155

Md Jamil Abd. Rahman
PAS)
mdjamil@mpsp.gov.my

019-4490007

Wong Chee Keet

012-451 1312
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Thb Jun - 15hb Julai
Penang Durian Festival
Anjung Indah, Balik Pulau

16hb Jun

French Jazz Night

Golden Sands Resort

Masa: 7.30pm RM 118 nett (dewasa)

[ ]
14hb - 16hb Jun
Mr. Malaysia 2013
Rainbow Paradise Beach Resort

st
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Buletin Mutiara boleh diperoleh di :

- Pejabat-pejabat ADUN

- Pejabat-pejabat Kerajaan Negeri

- Pejabat-pejabat PBA

- Bukit Bendera

- Pasaraya-pasaraya sekitar Pulau Pinang
- Hospital-hospital Kerajaan dan Swasta

- Pejabat-pejabat NGO

- Edaran rumah ke rumah

Jenis lklan Saiz Kos
(sebulan,RM)
Satu Muka 25sm(w) x 32sm(h) 15,000 (*)
Surat

Separuh 25sm(w) x 16m(h) 7,500 (*)
Muka Surat
(melintang)

Separuh 12.5sm(w) x 32m(h) 7,500 (*)
Muka Surat
(menegak)

Bagi Maklumat Lanjut, Sila Hubungi :

Shawal Ahmad:

04 - 650 5550, 04 - 650 5256, 012 - 424 9004
shawal@penang.gov.my atau shawal9004@gmail.com
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~ PENANG GREEN OFFICE PROJECT
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to the offices that have been certified as Penang Green Office.

The Penang Green Office certification supports and furthers the Penang Green Council’s vision of making Penang a Green state.
This certification is achieved by adopting the Green Office concept through education and implementation of green initiatives in the office.

' OSRAM

Opto Semiconductors

8.

- sTec

4.)

Consultants

7)

AELAM ALIFAM MUALITY (M) SOM, BMO.

11ﬂ

FMI STAMPING AND
MOULDING SDN. BHD.

| )

ILI

||||.|:|||I||.||||

(ll'lte

Western
Digital

FMI

16.)

DELTA

Business by Nature

20.)
F"P PEFECT PRESS SDN BHD

e

22)
GEORGETOWN CITY
PESANG - MALAYSEA
HOTEL

For more information on how to become a Penang Green Office, please visit www.pgc.com.my

SPANSION

6.)

9.)

(intel

Western
Digital

12.)

15.)

18.)

21)

FLE>XTRONICS

1.) sTec Technology $dn. Bhd.

2.) OSRAM Opto Semiconductors (M) Sdn. Bhd.
3.) Spansion (Penang) $dn. Bhd.

4.) Kalyx Management & Consulting Sdn. Bhd.
5.) DHL Supply Chain (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.
6.) Shan Poornam Metals $dn. Bhd.

7.) Seberang Perai Municipal Council

8.) Alam Aliran Kualiti (M) Sdn. Bhd.

9.) Intel Products (M) Sdn. Bhd.

10.) Intel Technology $dn. Bhd.

11.) Bubbly Rich International $dn. Bhd.

12.) WD Media (Malaysia) Sdn.

13.) WD Media (Malaysia) Sdn.

14.) PMI stamping & Moulding $dn. Bhd.

15.) Cycle Trend Industries Sdn. Bhd.

16.) DELTA BUSINESS SOLUTIONS SDN. BHD.

17.) Perbadanan Perpustakaan Awam

Pulau Pinang *
18.) Pejabat Ketua Menteri Pulau Pinang
19.) Cradotex (M) $dn. Bhd.
20.) Perfect Press Sdn. Bhd.
21.) Flextronics Technology (Penang) $d

22.) Georgetown City Hotel, Penang
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Photography contest to boost
tourism in Seberang Prai

Story by Danny Ooi

A PHOTOGRAPHY contest organised
by Seberang Prai Municipal Council
(MPSP), which started on June 1 and
ends on July 1,1s open to all Malaysians
aged 18 years and above.

It carries an open theme of the scen-
ery and landscape of Seberang Prai.

MPSP president Maimunah Mohd
Sharif said the contest featuring the
sights of Seberang Prai will be held in
conjunction with the George Town Fes-
tival 2013 to boost tourism on the Pen-
ang mainland.

“Some of the photographs from the
contest, titled ‘Discover the Beauty of
Seberang Prai’, will be featured in a
coffee table book on Seberang Prai
which the council hopes to complete by
December,” she said after chairing a full
council meeting at the MPSP headquar-
ters on May 30.

“We are also in the process of prepar-
ing a tourism map of Seberang Prai as
there are none available in the market.

“With the photography contest, cof-
fee table book and tourism map, we hope

to show the sights in Seberang Prai to
lure more tourists here.”

Maimunah said the contest, which
was sponsored by George Town Festi-
val, came with a top prize of RM3,000
while first and second runners-up will
receive RM2,000 and RM 1,000 respec-
tively.

There will also be nine outstanding
awards of RMS500 each.

She said the results will be announced
on July 6 during the council’s MPSP
Day 2013 celebrations at its headquar-
ters where the winning photographs will
be exhibited.

“We are collaborating with Allspire
Photography which will engage profes-
sional judges to select the winners,” she
added.

Meanwhile, Allspire representative
Joie Koo said only images captured in
digital cameras in colour and mono-
chrome will be accepted, adding that
mobile phone and PDA images were not
acceptable.

Koo commented that digital super
imposition as well as composite photo-
graphs or any form of digital imaging or

)

Mainumah (right ) with a photo showing some of the scenic places in Seberang Prai.

image manipulation were not allowed.

“Entries must be in jpeg format with
a minimum file size of minimum SMB
and not exceed 20MB,” he added.

Koo said participants could send their
entries via email to allspirephoto@
gmail.com with the email title format:
PERAI PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

Storm-hit fishermen thankful for help

Story by Danny Ooi

SOME 30 inshore fisher-
men from Batu Maung had
their assemblymember Da-
tuk Abdul Malik Abul Kas-
sim to thank for repairing
the damaged jetty and sev-
eral boats following a
storm that hit the area on
May 11.

Batu Maung Fishermen
Association chairman Tan
Kok Leong, 52, said Abdul
Malik had used his per-
sonal allocation of
RM?22 .870.50 to buy planks
and repair the jetty while
waiting for allocations from
the state government.

“The allocation does not
take into account the cost
of RM4,000 to hire 30
fishermen who joined
hands to repair the jetty,” Tan told
Buletin Mutiara.

Abdul Malik, who is the exco for
Islamic Affairs, Internal Trade and Con-
sumer Affairs, and exco for Agriculture,

Abdul Malik (fourth from right), Dr Afif (fifth from right) in a group photo with the fishe
the storm.

Agro-Based Industry, Rural Develop-
ment and Health Dr Afif Bahardin were
present at the media conference at the
compound of the Sam Poh Footstep
Memorial Hall at Batu Maung.

It was earlier reported that the storm

on May 11 had also simultaneously hit
the shores of Permatang Damar Laut
nearby and that of Sungai Batu.
Another victim, Wan Senapi Abdul
Hamid, 34, also praised Abdul Malik
for contributing RM1,400 as instant

rmen affected by

- contestant’s name.

He added that they have to provide
their MyKad number, email address,
contact number, current address and
location of the photo shoot in their email
messages.

For details, call Koo (012-4726995)
or Allspire Photography (04-2823604).

relief allocation under the
TYT Penang Natural Disaster
Fund.

He said the allocation will
be used to buy new fishing nets
and repair the damaged boats.

Meanwhile, Abdul Malik
said all victims of the storm
received aid based on the
amount of damage they en-
countered.

Under the TYT Penang
Natural Disaster Fund, the
disaster victim is eligible to
receive 10% cash aid for each
individual affected.

“The affected fishermen
will have to wait much longer
for the processing of the al-
location from the state govern-
ment. So [ have advised them
to get the planks and other
necessary items from the shop
and repair the damaged jetty.

“The TYT Fund gave RM300, and
I added on another RM300 from my
own allocation,” he said, while ex-
presssing sympathy to the fishermen
affected.
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Apex Club donates equlpment
to Pocket Park

Story by Danny Ooi

THE Apex Club of Penang on May 29 donated RM4,000 worth of concrete
benches, tables and stools to the Taman Manggi Pocket Park at George Town.
Exco for Local Government, Traffic Management and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow received the donation from the club’s president Lee Kai Eng.

Also present was club service director Jason Ong.

Chow said the Pocket Park was built by the Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) in 2012 at a cost of RM200,000.

However, there were no chairs and benches for the old folks to rest after [
doing their exercise.

“Apex club has been in service since 1971 where it provided scholarships
and bursaries and was also involved in community work and re-cycling,”
Chow said.

“The club also works together with the local councils to improve the com-
munity.”

Chow added that Penang has a big cycle of community clubs to bring hope
to the residents and generally improve their living standards.

Chow (second from left) sharing a light moment with members of the Apex Club.

Shocking rape figures

Story by Danny Ooi

AN average of nine reported rape
cases a day or 3,380 cases a year!

These alarming figures were given
by Penang Institute chief executive
officer Zairil Khir Johari in his open-
ing speech at the forum on “Protect-
ing Our Children: Evaluating Statu-
tory Rape” held at the Wawasan Open
University on June 2.

The event attracted a full-house
audience.

Speakers included Bersih 2.0 co-
chairperson Datuk Amniga Sreene-
vasan, Penang exco for Youth and
Sports, Women Development, Fam-
ily & Community Chong Eng, Sisters
in Islam executive director Ratna
Osman and Penanti assemblymember
Dr Norlela Ariffin.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng of-
ficiated the function which was
hosted by Penang Institute.

Zairil said while reported rape
cases in Malaysia have been declin-
ing since 2009, the number is still
worrying.

“Worse, we are also witnessing
what appears to be increasing leni-
ency on the part of the Malaysian
justice system towards cases involv-
ing minors.

“Under Malaysian law, rapists
shall be punished if the victim is a
minor (under 16 years old) regardless
of whether there was consent. How-

ever, recent cases of statutory rape
were either dropped after the of-
fender agreed to marry the child or
due to the offender possessing a
‘bright future’,” Zairil who is also
the MP for Bukit Bendera said.

“This outcome has exasperated
civil society and Malaysians at
large.”

Lim commented that for those who
are parents, we put our lives into our
children, aspiring them to grow up to
fullfil their destined potential.

“It therefore pains us to see the
atrocities committed on children -
from child abuse to sexual crimes.
Thus, while the issue of statutory
rape is a national concern, Penang
wants to take the lead in the discus-
sion as well as to explore critical and
urgent plans to tackle the problem,”
he added.

He said in the context of child
rape, there is an overt pressure on the
part of the family, especially the
poorer ones, to give the child victim
in marriage to her perpetrator.

“It is high time we confront these
complicated issues to ensure that we
address discriminatory social norms
which may even be the underlying
causes of sexual violence.

“In other words, some of these
norms we take for granted may be
perpetuating a culture of sexual vio-
lence especially against women and
girls.

Zairil (fourth from left) in a group photograph with Ambiga (right), Ratna
(left), Norlela (third from left) and Chong Eng (second left) at the forum.

“That is why it is important for us
to have this discussion today.”

Meanwhile, Ambiga also ques-
tioned whether the laws allow for the
punishment of offenders who had
lured or entrapped their victims on
the Internet.

While also condemning child mar-
riages, Ambiga pointed out the im-
portance of enacting a provision to
annul marriages that are used to
justify rape.

Ratna said it was important for the
Syariah courts to clarify laws which
allow a man under 18 or a girl, aged
16, to be married.

“In the case of the 13-year-old girl,
the Syariah court judge had granted
permission for the girl to marry her

alleged rapist and this must be
amended,” she added.

Chong Eng said the Penang state
government, through the Penang
Women’s Development Corporation,
has initiated measures to set up a
Child Unit to protect and promote the
interests of children in the state.

“It is still in the early stages of
development, yet I strongly believe
that it is a huge step in the right direc-
tion.

“Let us adopt a new paradigm -
one that resists a cultural mindset that
victimises and perpetuates the vic-
timisation of women and girls, and
instead empowers them with protec-
tion, safety and the opportunity to
make informed choices,” she added.
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Honda motorcycle
up for grabs
at hill climb

Story by Danny Ooi

COME June 16, a lucky participant
in the Penang Hill Climb will ride
home a Honda EX5 motorcycle as
the grand prize of the lucky draw.

State exco for Youth and Sports
Chong Eng said participants who
complete the 8km route within two
hours will receive a certificate and
be entitled to take part in the lucky
draw.

“The annual event, which is into
its 28th edition, is divided into eight
categories - Junior Men (13+), Jun-
ior Women (13+), Men Open (18+),
Women Open (18+), Men Veteran A
(35+), Women Junior Veteran (35+),
Men Senior Veteran B ( 45+ ) and
Women Senior Veteran B (45+),”
she said at a media conference on
May 29.

Poh Press assistant general manager
Tang Hong Heng.

Meanwhile, Tang said they are
targeting a minimum of 2,000 par-
ticipants for the June 16 event.

The Penang Hill Climb is organ-
ised by Penang Sports Council and
Kwong Wah Yit Poh Press.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng is
expected to expected to flag off the
race at the Penang Municipal Park.

It will then proceed to Persiaran
Kuari, Jalan Utama and up to Pen-
ang Hill.

Those interested can obtain the
entry forms at Kwong Wah Yit Poh
Press Bhd offices at No 19, Lebuh
Presgrave; No 94, Off Jalam Mah-
suri, Bandar Bayan Baru; No 17,
Ground Floor, Lorong Usahaniaga
4, Taman Usahaniaga (Bukit Merta-
jam) and No 4247, Jalan Benggali
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Refusal of vaccine
may cause risk

Story by Evelyn Joseph N

THE issue of some par-
ents refusing to partici-
pate in the infant immu-
nisation programme is
getting to be more seri-
ous.

Most of the reasons
for rejection are due to
skepticism over vaccine
content which is sus-
pected to be not halal.

“Debate on this issue
is played out on social
media such as Facebook
and blogs but it is not
based on facts.” said State Health committee
chairman Dr Afif Bahardin at a recent press
conference.

The immunisation programme is imple-
mented to reduce the probability of infection
such as measles, tuberculosis, pertussis,
diphtheria and meningitis.

“Statistics also show that deaths involv-
ing infants infected with these viruses re-
duced by 95% after they were immunised,”
said Dr Afif.

“In Malaysia, only three out of thousand
babies die of the above diseases, which is

Afif (centre) with Zairil (left) speaking to the media on the
immunisation programme.

Also present was Kwong Hwa Yit

in mainland Butterworth.

on par with the United Kingdom.

Nepcon sees launch of new products

Story by Danny Ooi

THE largest electronics manufacturing
event in the country, National Electron-
ics Products Convention (Nepcon), was
back at the subterranean Penang Inter-
national Convention and Exhibition
Centre (formerly called PISA) in Bukit
Jambul from June 10 to 12.

It offered international suppliers, lo-
cal and regional buyers in the electron-
ics industry a one-stop source for key
components, products and services.

Speaking at the launching ceremony,
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said as
the “Silicon Island of the East”, the state
has received the endorsement of foreign
investors and an increase in manufactur-
ing and employment activities.

“With more than 50% of Penang’s
gross domestic product (GDP) coming
from manufacturing and 60% of that
from the electronics and electrical in-
dustry, manufacturers of the latter are
now moving up the value chain with
more emphasis on research, design and
development activities in their opera-
tions,” he said.

Giving an example, Lim said audio
specialist Bose Corp, is expected to start
operations in the Bukit Kawan Indus-
trial Park soon.

Some of the visitors at the Nepcon Malaysia exhibition held at the Penang
International Convention and Exhibition Centre.

“Phison Electronics Corp has estab-
lished its engineering development and
design centre in Penang with an initial
investment of US$1mil to US$3mil
(about RM3mil-9mil).”

He said the state government was
working vigorously to rekindle the in-
terest among the young in the field of
science and technology.

“The success of the Penang Interna-
tional Science Fair for children was
proof of the state government’s com-

mitment in creating a future generation
capable of growing the industry,” he
added.

Lim said that Nepcon Malaysia con-
tinues to show Penang’s strength in the
electrical and electronics industry.

“I am glad to observe that this year
we have more products and over 70%
of overseas participation from some 22
countries, including Germany, China,
Japan, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan
and the United States.

“Immunisation is important so as to pre-
vent epidemics from occurring but due to
the influx of immigrants and also the exist-
ence of a small group of parents who refuse
to get immunisation will cause a problem,”
he said.

“Immunisation is important as a step to
prevent epidemics,” said Bukit Bendera MP
Zairil Khir Johari.

Through proper education and awareness
on the immunisation programme, Zairil
urged the Health Ministry to allay the par-
ents’ fears and doubts on the vaccine and its
contents.

“This exhibition is important because
it allows local companies to upgrade.
In the electronics and electrical industry,
you must do so in order to survive, “ he
added.

Meanwhile, event organising com-
pany Reed Exhibitions managing direc-
tor Michelle Lim said the 14th edition
of the exhibition saw more than 50
companies launching new products.

“Over the three-day exhibition, con-
testants took part in a 30-minute hand
soldering competition to build a func-
tional electronics assembly.

“The champion will represent his or
her company and country at the IPC
Hand Soldering World Championship
in Las Vegas next year,” she said, add-
ing that the competition was held at
Nepcon for the first time.

IPC international relations vice-
president David Bergman said the reli-
ability of electronics equipment is en-
sured by a zero-defect soldering pro-
cess.

“This contest recognised the best
skills in hand soldering complex print-
ed board assemblies.

“The event will highlight the high
level of skill and expertise in the coun-
try’s electronics and manufacturing
industry,” he said in a press release.



Guan Eng: It’s time to show results

First published on May 31,
2013 by Fz.com
(reprinted by Buletin Mutiara
with permission)

Exclusive interview by Himan-
shu Bhatt with Chief Minister
of Penang. Buletin Mutiara
had featured Part 1 of the in-
terview in the June 1 issue.
This is Part 2.

IN Part 1 of his interview
with fz.com, Penang Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng spoke on
several key aspects of the chal-
lenges he will face during his
second term at the helm of the
Pakatan Rakyat state govern-
ment. Among the topics he dis-
cussed with Himanshu Bhatt are
his administration’s focus on
people and institutions, demo-
cratic space and relations with
the federal government. Here
is Part 2 of the interview:

Opposition issues in Pen-
ang

Now that the opposition has

been “punctured” in Penang,

especially Gerakan and MCA, how do you ensure
in your government and your parties that both the
leadership and the grassroots are kept on their toes,
and do not fall into the trap of letting their guard
down?

Institutions. We got to keep on strengthening institu-
tions so that you have a self-checking mechanism. In
other words what we want to do is “phase” ourselves
out, just like the American system. It does not matter
whether Obama is president or not. The system moves
on its own, whoever is in power. Of course the pace
can be faster or slower, but you know the country will
not go very far down because there are institutional
checks and balances. The institutions work.

For example, one of the measures we are going to
implement is for the affordable housing allotting sys-
tem. We are going to sub-contract it to an interna-
tional auditing firm. To ensure it’s transparent, it’s fair,
and that the most deserving ones get the houses.

It has to be done by an internationally reputable
firm. So there can be no dispute whether that process
is clean. We are thinking of creative and innovative
methods to improve transparency and accountability.
So we have not only clarity but also certainty.

In terms of providing low-cost and affordable hous-
ing units, which was one of the key issues raised by
Barisan Nasional during the election campaigning, do
you think you are on track to provide the housing?

Let our deeds speak louder than our words. Three
years, four years down the road, you can compare who
has delivered. Whether BN has delivered or PR has
delivered. The time for talk is over. Now is time for
action. Let us see what happens three or four years
down the road.

Himanshu Bhatt in an exclusive interview with Lim at Lim’s office on the 28th floor of Komtar. -pix
by Alissala Thian

I think the last election has given the people the
chance to check who has spoken the truth, who they
trust more.

You can’t compare us with only five years’ experi-
ence, with Barisan with 56 years of experience. But
they try to match us as if we are on equal footing. We
are not. We are fighting way above our weight, but yet
we managed to knock out the opponent.

Investment outlook

In terms of investments, which is also another fac-
tor people are looking at, Penang saw its peak at
RM12.2 million in 2010 and RM9.1 billion in 2011.
Both in terms of reaching a high figure again, and
in terms of luring investors under the current cir-
cumstances, what are the challenges that you face?

I think we grew very rapidly. We faced problems of
over-capacity in a sense. We could not cope with
infrastructure, economics. So we need to take a
breather.

It was the first time in history, and twice consecu-
tively. We just ran out of land. And now we are getting
the land, we will be more selective, to ensure that it’s
high tech. We are having at least two thousand acres
back for this in Batu Kawan.

Intra-Pakatan affairs

How about in terms of your working relationship
with Pakatan Rakyat component parties PKR and
PAS, within the state EXCO and in the govern-

ment?

I think it’s been very constructive and fruitful. We

buletin

work as a team. It’s a collective
action.

Are you facing any issues in
ensuring everyone gets fair
share of posts?

It’s not an easy problem, But I
think as long as we have faith,
we keep true to our principles of
why we are in politics and gov-
ernment, [’m sure everyone can
see the big picture and are will-
ing to make sacrifices.

What about working along
with Selangor and Kelantan?

We want to see how we can have
a joint platform for Selangor and
Kelantan so that we can move
forward together. To have mutu-
ally beneficial partnerships
where we look at the competi-
tive advantages of the states.

Information and media
coverage

There has been the issue of
mainstream media coverage of
the opposition, in contrast to
the online media. How do you think you get your
message out across to the masses? There was an
interesting article that there were two million votes
that came from the rural areas for Barisan in the
elections. How do you think you can get your word
out to these people?

We have to go through traditional routes in terms of
publications, and of course Facebook. Facebook, so-
cial media, are very important now.

We need to reach out to the rural voters. That’s why
we are trying some pilot projects. Penang is becoming
a lot easier to stay in, except for the traffic jam. You are
coming here right when the George Town Festival is
about to be held. It’s going to be a very good one this
year. That is something we are all looking forward to.

In life you must have something to look forward
to. I’'m not talking on a personal basis but for people
as a whole.

We still want to let Penang be the beacon of hope.
I always say this: You must embrace change. To win
the future you must invest in the future.

To invest in the future means education, change.
Victor Hugo put it very nicely: “No power on Earth
can stop an idea whose moment has come.” So you
must embrace change. Otherwise you are in a state of
stasis.

I think it is basically still empowering the people.
You have to set the tone. They cannot be living on
hand-outs.

The other thing is institutions. Institutions, in the
long term, they are the bed-rock and underpinning of
success and future prosperity.

Read more: http://fz.com/content/guan-eng-its-
time-show-results#ixzz2VmPSg0aN
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Guan Eng in their words

JUST Google the name Sir Ed-
mund Hillary and websites pop
up telling you all about his life and
exploits in the North Pole, South
Pole and, most famous of all, his
conquest of Mt Everest.

Read the Wikipedia site and
you will find that his first attempt
ended in failure and his successful
second expedition had a support-
ing team of 362 porters and 20
Sherpa guides.

Without them his ascent to the
summit of Mt Everest (8,848
metres, which is more than twice
the height of Mt Kinabalu) would
not be possible.

Sir Edmund Hillary at the sum-
mit took a photo, not of himself,
but his most dependable team
member, Norgay Tenzing.

Lim Guan Eng, the Chief Min-
ister of Penang, has “Mt Everest”
to climb.

He needs all “the Norgays™ he
can recruit, galvanise them for a
common cause and motivate them
that the long and torturous course
is to bring, to quote John Stuart
Mills, “the greatest happiness to
the greatest number .

We are grateful that we had
the opportunity to interview
three out of many of LGE’s team
members on the 28th floor of
Komtar, Penang.

T.S. Yew, the director of build-
ings at MPPP (the Penang Is-
land Municipal Council), is an
architect by profession.

Yew.

What’s it like working for the
CM?

We receive calls from the CM at
all times of the day, sometimes
even in the middle of the night.
Those who really want to work
feel happy. But if you cannot
fulfil what he needs, you’ll be in
trouble with him. He looks at
performance, he’s straight to the

point, and he’s very action-orient-
ed. When he first took over (the
CMs office), he had a lot of things
he wanted to achieve within a
short period. We wanted to ac-
commodate him. Some of the
assignments may seem impossi-
ble with short deadlines, but we’ll
try our best to get the state’s vision
achieved.

What are some challenges
working with him? (Note: the
question was asked with the CM
sitting just a few feet away, eyes
closed. Then he opened his eyes
and quipped: “The CM can take
brutal feedback!”)

If we make a serious blunder,
we don’t know if our heads will
roll (laughter). There are so many
things to do with so little time. We
pray we can make, and he can
make, good decisions. Sometimes
we are overwhelmed by the work.
Quick decisions are expected of
you. It is rumored that the CM will
dictate everything. Not true. If you
can convince him, he will accept
your reasoning. For example, a
few weeks ago, we reviewed a
certain decision that was made
long ago. The scenario (that influ-
enced the decision) had changed.
So I told him my opinion. And he
accepted what I said. He makes
room to listen to others and is
willing to accept other people’s
Views.

A. Rajendran, deputy director
of engineering department of
MPPP. An engineer by profes-
sion and is in charge of traffic
issues in Penang.

What’s it like working for the
cm?

We feel the pressure, but he treats
us well. When he took office, he
wanted to relieve Penang of the
traffic problems overnight. We
were given projects and ideas. He
held regular meetings — weekly or
monthly, depending on the issues
— to make sure things were mov-
ing. He speaks his mind and gets
straight to the point. Things are a
lot busier now compared to the
time when we were working un-
der the previous CM.

When it comes to infrastruc-
ture projects, we naturally worry
about the budget. Infrastructure
works come with huge costs. But
he will always tell us: “Leave the
financial worries to me.” And then

he would assist us to come up with
methods to finance the project. If
we fail, he’ll help us to succeed.
And what’s your biggest chal-
lenge in working with the CM?
We feel the pressure to perform
and to meet his deadlines.

A.Rajendran.

You mean he really pushes you?
We want to do our best. He takes
care of those who work hard.
Previously, promotions were not
based on performance. Now the
people see that promotion is based
on performance. So they are mo-
tivated to perform well. Now, the
people in Penang see things are
getting done. The city is cleaner,
the markets get upgraded and the
people can see the difference.
Roads are being upgraded. When
the Air Itam Road was widened,
the effect and reduction in conges-
tion is seen and felt. Now we are
widening the Gottlieb Road and
the Batu Lanchang road.

Unfortunately, we received a
letter from UKAS (Unit Ker-
jasama Awam Swasta) confirm-
ing that the PORR (Penang
Outer Ring Road) has been halted.
We are focusing on some critical
major projects: Tanjung Bungah
-Telok Bahang back road (very
congested), building Air Itam
bypass (to reduce traffic on local
roads) etc.

We have a lot of plans. We
cannot implement these plans in
one go because the cost is too
high. So we tackle the worst spots
first. Then the major projects can
positively impact the economy
and improve people’s lives. Due
to traffic congestion, people will
lose one or two hours of their lives
on the road every day. We want to
reduce the sheer waste of time
being lost in traffic jams.

Previously we relied on the
Federal government for funding.
Now without their assistance, we
have come up with the funding
ourselves. At first I could not
imagine how the state government
could implement these infrastruc-
ture projects without federal fund-
ing but the CM always reminds
us: “Leave the financial worries
to me.”

(At this juncture, the Chief
Minister had to rush off to an-
other function and introduced us
to Andrew Yong, his special legal

officer.)

Andrew Yong

He lived and worked overseas
for 15 years. Graduated in Politics
Philosophy & Economics from
Christchurch College, Oxford and
obtained his master’s degree in
law from King’s College, London.
Returned to Malaysia in 2010 and
joined the Chief Minister’s office.

So, what do you do here?Ieval-
uate and propose public and ad-
ministrative policies. For exam-
ple, I conduct research into local
elections and examine issues like
what is the best way to organise
local elections and local represen-
tation. Is the pre-1965 model the
best? What are the practicalities
in terms of establishing the local
machinery?

Why did you come home and
join this team?

A lot of people who studied over-
seas have given up on Malaysia,
especially before 08. Now’s a very
important period, a transformation
period and it excites a lot of people.
LGE’s a very good politician.
That’s not a backhanded compli-
ment. I would have loved to be a
fly on the wall when he first came
in, when the previous Chief Min-
ister Tun Dr. Chong Eu told him
met LGE and Tun Lim told him
“to do this and do that”.

Tell us about his leadership
style.

I think there is a lot of consist-
ency in how he has done things,
particularly in anti-corruption and
building a transparent govern-
ment. He has made this his per-
sonal brand and his motto. He
takes pride in living that out.

Give us a glimpse of his life—a
small example that reveals his
personality.

Working with him, I’ve no-
ticed how hard he works and
how difficult it must be. Just
looking at his schedule, it is
seven days a week. 365 days.
Every day! Saturday and Sun-
day, he works till 8 or 9pm.
Once, we were working on a
speech for his Chua (MCA
president Datuk Seri Dr Chua
Soi Lek) debate. It was 11pm on
Sunday. The three of us (LGE,
the press secretary and I) went
to a coffee shop in Kampung
Malabar. Suddenly, on the
Blackberry, we were told there’s
a fire in one of the houses in the
constituency. Immediately, LGE
replied that he’d be there in 15
minutes.

Yong.

What does this story tell you
about him?

He’s driven by an incredible work
ethic, a sense of duty. Somehow he
feels he has got to do it now. He’s
not going to be in office forever.
He has to do it now. So it’s seven
days a week. That example is just
one among countless others.
There’s selflessness in the work.
Most people don’t appreciate how
difficult it is to have your whole
life to be consumed by your job.

What sustains him?

He probably enjoys what he’s do-
ing. He loves what he’s doing.
Maybe it’s payback for all the
problems he’s been through. He’s
a very good people person. He
listens to them, gives them his
time. The time which he gives to
people is a good indicator of what
he thinks they are in relation with
him. In meetings with local resi-
dents and people with problems,
they just go on and on but LGE

TURN TO PAGE 20
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Glorious food
at ‘Feasts
of Penang’

Story by Chan Lilian

DESPITE heavy downpour and strong winds, the guests at the
“Feasts of Penang”, which took place on June 9 along Lebuh
Acheh and Lebuh Armenian, had a great time savouring a
seven-hour feast featuring the rich and gastronomic heritage
of Penang Malays.

The event is part of the George Town Festival celebrations
and graced by Penang Governor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas
and his wife, Toh Puan Majimor Shariff together with Deputy
Chief Minister I of Penang, Mohd. Rashid Hasnon.

Food from Jawi Peranakan, Indian-Muslim, Middle Eastern,
Arabian, European-Muslim, Indonesian and Chinese-Muslim

gave everyone an “nomlicious” experience.
£ )
Feasts of Penang’.
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VICTORIA STREET PROJECT
Z9JUNE - 5P M MIDMNIGHT

STREET PARTY | INSTALLATION ART | EXHIBITIONS | MUSIC | FOOD | DANCE | CRAFTS
PHOTO BOOTH | MOVIES | STREET GAMES | MERCHANDISE | HERITAGE | PHONE BOOTH

In the tradition of celebrating the streets of George Town, as we did last year, GTF 2013 presents the Victoria Street Project (VSP), a seven-hour programme
sited around Victoria Street in George Town. All events begin at 5pm on Victoria Street and will spread out towards Armenian Street and Cannon Street.

georgetownfestival.com
L) info@georgetownfestival.com +604 261 6308
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Abdul Rahman (left) and Majimor (centre) together with Mohd. Rashid enjoying the fare at

History in the making

FROM PAGE 19

stays and listens to them. The amount
of time he gives to people speaks a lot.

How does he run meetings?

In a meeting with consultants, he’ll
say, ‘skip this and that.’ Then he’ll let
you know what he thinks: “This bit
is wrong. You need a strong mission
statement, etc.” He lets you know
what he thinks immediately.

Can the projection of confidence
become arrogance?

Critics say he’s like a dictator. He’s
very self-conscious about that. You
can have very strong views and ideas.
But when you stop listening, that
becomes a problem.

Does LGE listen?

You need to understand this about his
style. When you come up with an
idea, he’ll immediately self-justify. It
sounds like he’s not listening to you.
Then he’ll mull about it. Then a few
days later, in his next speech, he may
use your idea. He’ll always defend
his position initially. A lot of people
back down without pushing back —
which is a mistake. It’s clear he does
listen but he takes time.

How do you all handle media state-
ments and speeches?
Everything runs on the media

schedule. At 11.30am, a statement
needs to be out. 12.30 there’s a
press conference. The whole office
is involved in drafting and translat-
ing statements. A lot of time is spent
on that. In drafting the hillside is-
sue, LGE did it all himself.

What are your biggest challenges?
Dealing with the civil service. The
state government lacks power and
money. Once you have money you
can work around everything else.
Right now we can’t touch anything
on transport issues for e.g. free
buses. It is frustrating how little you
can do. But for CAT (Competency
Accountability and Transparency),
that’s where the CM has full con-
trol. So he focuses on that. The main
thing people are unhappy about is
corruption. When you’re in the op-
position, people say you have no
experience running a government.
So here’s a guy who can run a
budget surplus and produce more
for less. What applies in Penang can
apply to the Federal government.

Do you feel that it’s history in the
making?
Yes!

Interviewers: KC Chee and FM
Wong



Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

THEIR fondness for each other
is obvious.

It is a merger of creative
strength of Chang Yi and the
feminnie soft side of Loretta
Yang that made Liuli glass art
so special.

Buletin Mutiara spent a cosy
afternoon with the two artists and
assemblymember Lydia Ong
Kok Fooi at the E&O Hotel on
June 7 to find out what draws
people to glass art.

Chang Yi was a
movie director while
Loretta Yang was a
renowned movie star.
Loretta won the
Golden Horse Award

They took the leap to become
glass artists 26 years ago when
Loretta was at her peak.

“We were attracted to crystal
and glass due to their fragility,
plus they are splendid and at-
tractive too. We spent every
penny we had and at one point,
we were in debt too. Looking
back, discipline and our passion
and belief helped us to over-
come the difficult times,”
Chang Yi recalled.

Ong explained that when she
was studying in Taiwan, she
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isplayed in glass
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for Best Actress for
two consecutive years
in the 1970s. This
was followed by the
Best Actress trophy at
the Asia Pacific Film
Festival for Jade
Love, making her one

of the rqostc'elebrat‘ed Loretta and Chang Yi showing the press one of her
figures in Taiwan cin- creations called ‘Song of the Morning Flower’ which

ema of her time. features a hibiscus.

Loretta presenting a souvenir to Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng during the official
opening of George Town Festival 2013 on June 8. Looking on is Joe Sidek (right)
who is the festival director.

was a fan of Lo-
retta’s movies.

When she
heard of Liuli
glass art, she
invited Loretta
and Chang Yi to
Penang during

the George Town Festival in
2011.

Both Loretta and Chang Yi
love Penang.

Loretta feels special attach-
ment as Penang is very cosy
and the ambience warm.

“It is just like being with old

friends in familiar surround-
ings. We like Lydia very
much,” she said.

You can catch the breathtak-
ing display of glass art pieces
by Loretta and Chang Yi at the
E&O Hotel during George
Town Festival till June 16.

George Town Festival 2013 takes off

Story by Danny Ooi

THE month-long George Town Fes-
tival 2013’s launching ceremony at
the Esplanade took off on the even-
ing of June 8.

It began with drums played by a
group of six members together with
two conductors.

The group, dressed in bright or-
ange T-shirts, guided some 100
spectators to play the instruments
provided to them, namely the kom-
pang and the sitar.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
joined in to play the drums in the
session which was organised to dis-
play the rich diversity of Penang.

Later he accompanied Governor
Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas to fly the
state’s official kite.

Other colourful kites in various
shapes and sizes together with the
traditional “wau bulan” dotted the
skies, providing sheer delight to the
crowd present.

A giant yellow kite in the shape
of an octopus also took to the sky.

A giant yellow kite in the shape of an octopus taking to the skies.

Joining the crowd were festival
director Joe Sidek, Seberang Prai
Municipal Council (MPSP) president
Mainunah Mohd Sharif and Penang
Island Municipal Council head Da-
tuk Patahiyah Ismail.

Both locals and tourists flocked to
the venue, attracted by the number

of giant kites flying above the open
field.

The kites, supplied by the Asian
Kite Council, were brought in from
Singapore, the Philippines, Thailand,
Vietnam and Indonesia.

The Kite Enthusiasts of Penang
also contributed kites for the occa-

sion.

Among the programmes organised
were a kite-making workshop for
those who registered before the fes-
tival was held.

There was also a drum-learning
session.

Adding cheer to the atmosphere
were a group of stilt walkers enter-
taining the crowd with their show.

Meanwhile, earlier on June 7, the
festival took off at the Esplanade
ground.

Among the highlights of the day
was the unveiling of the “Theatre of
Ships” - a 15m-tall bamboo installa-
tion by Indonesian Joke Avianto
which covered Penang Town Hall.

This masterpiece is part of the
‘Secret Gardens of Earthly De-
lights’, featuring landscaping and
installation art works.

The festival features some 80 in-
novative works and fascinating pro-
grammes until July 7, commemorat-
ing the best of international and local
showcases in art, music and per-
forming arts.
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Joe Sidek, Festival Director of
GTF 2013, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng, Penang Governor
Tuan Yang Terutama Tun
. Dato’ Seri Utama (Dr) Haji
Abdul Rahman Bin Haji Abbas,
MPSP Chief Maimunah Shariff,
MPPP Chief Datuk Patahiyah
Ismail and Exco Member
Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim at
the launch of GTF 2013 ‘Taking
Off’ kites festival.
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L-R : Acclaimed
Film Director Saw
Teong Hin, Joe
Sidek, Model Ling
Tan and Dato’
Mahadzir Lokman Performance from the iMusici di Roma at
giving the thumbs  Dewan Sri Pinang on Jun 7. | Musici is the
up to GTF 2013. oldest chamber group in Italy.
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The Theatre of Ships lighted up at night. A spectacular bamboo art by o
Joko Dwi Avianto at the Penang Town Hall in Esplande. Tourists enjoying themselves at playing drums at the Esplanade.



