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By Chow Kon Yeow

TWO tragic mishaps which
claimed four lives in the last two
weeks have shaken the people
of Penang.

While a stop-work order has
been issued and the sites have
been cleared, the minds of the
family members of the victims
will forever be etched with the
memories of their loved ones.

Natural disasters and man-
made accidents are common
occurrences in our society today
and it challenges our capability
to manage them.

Exco member Chow Kon
Yeow

We have ample laws and
regulations to cover most as-
pects of modern living but very
often we do not want to comply
with them, thinking that nothing
would happen to us.

Dr Goh Ban Lee, a civil soci-
ety advocate, had even written
a book on non-compliance to
highlight the fact that our people
still prefer to do things their way
because compliance means

more cost and more
time needed to achieve
what they want.

I tend to agree with
Goh because the core
business at local gov-
ernment today is how
to get society to see the
importance of compli-
ance and to work to-
gether to achieve the
state’s vision.

Indeed, over the five
years as state exco, I
found out that the chal-
lenge was not only to
formulate new laws
and regulations but a
bigger challenge was
the issue of implemen-
tation and enforce-
ment.

We are not short in
laws but short in en-
forcement and compli-
ance.

Interestingly the
people are usually wis-
er and more creative
than the authorities as
they always find ways
to bypass such rules
and regulations to get
what they want.

But I also found out that the
authorities are equally guilty in
that they do make compromises
when higher-ups decide to en-
tertain appeals or succumb to
public pressure.

Today our society is far from
perfect (is there any perfect so-
ciety?) because we have not
fully embraced this tough re-

gime of compliance.

We may be comforted that
even in advanced countries,
where they give the highest
priority to compliance, acci-
dents still happen.

These two incidents should
give all of us valuable lessons to
realise accidents do occur if we
compromise on safety aspects of
our work sites or buildings.
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There is a need for integrity
in our society first before we can
realise that there is no room for
compromise, negligence or ne-
glect in our work ethics.

Another great lesson to learn
is whether we are capable of
handling a crisis situation.

In both the mishaps, it is
found that there is still a general
lack of efficiency and an attitude

Lim Thian Chor, 73, breaks down after viewing the CCTV clip of the tragic incident when the lightning arrestor and
cement beam from the Umno building, measuring 38m, plunged and buried the car belonging to his son, Chin Aik.
The incident left a trail of damage. Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng is seen here comforting Thian Chor in his office.
- Graphic by Ahmad Adil Muhamad.

that can handle crisis well.

For the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP), the
Macalister Road accident has
given them a valuable lesson
and I hope the state government
can work on strengthening our
emergency response teams so
that we can help to restore lives
to normalcy as soon as possible
after any mishap or disaster.
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A family weeps, accepts the worst

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

A CALM yet sombre feeling filled the air along Jalan Macalister
as solemn prayers were offered for the soul of Lim Chin Aik on
June 19.

The hawker is now presumed to have been crushed to death
by a large steel antenna that fell off the roof of Menara Umno
during a freak storm in Penang on June 13.

The prayer rituals that began at 6.30pm were led by two Bud-
dhist monks at the open-air carpark of the Penang Museum and
Art Gallery on Jalan Macalister.

Droves of people, friends and family of Lim filled up the area
to pay their respects and wish his immediate family members
well.

Lim’s parents, wife and three children, who were all present,
were placed at a long table in front of the ceremony.

Tears fell freely while silent sobs and traditional chants took
the place of a once busy road filled with sounds of life and pass-
ing traffic.

Earlier that day, the first clear footage of the event, taken from
astreet CCTV camera, was released on the Internet, showing the
horrific image of a large antenna crashing into the street below
causing massive damage and the loss of life.

It was the first time that the Lim family witnessed with their
own eyes, the tragedy that took a son, husband and father from
their lives.

¥
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Lim’s grieving family in prayer for his soul.

Cash aid for victim’s family

Story by Evelyn Joseph & Danny Ooi

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng joined some state
assemblymembers to hand over a total of RM 19,000
to the family of Lim Chin Aik, 44, who is feared
crushed and buried beneath the giant structure which
fell from Menara Umno onto Jalan Macalister during
a freak thunderstorm on June 13.

Besides Guan Eng, the others were Deputy Chief
Minister I Mohd Rashid Hasnon, Chow Kon Yeow,
chairman of Local government,Traffic management,
Flood Mitigation committee, Komtar assemblymem-
ber Teh Lai Heng and Law Heng Kiang, chairman of
works, utilities and transport committee.

The sombre event took place on June 18. Chin
Aik’s wife, Lee Chai Song, 48, accepted the money
from Mohd Rashid at the ceremony held at Komtar.

Meanwhile, the search and rescue operation for
Chin Aik has been called off.

This decision was announced on June 17 by a
rescue operation team member, Datuk Lim Kok
Khong.

Kok Khong, a former chairman of the Institute of
Engineers Malaysia (IEM), expressed his worries that
continuing the excavating operation will affect the
structure of buildings in the surrounding area.

“The operations were discontinued after digging
of eight meters deep was carried out,” said Kok
Khong.

“The authorities will immediately start working on
stabilising the sites at the affected areas to prevent
more serious casualties such as erosion and landslide,”
he added at a media conference held at Jalan Macal-

ister on June 17.

Chin Aik’s younger brother, Lim Khung Ling,
thanked everyone involved in the search and rescue
effort for working day and night to find his brother.

“I am really thankful for all the efforts of the vol-
unteers who helped us in our time of need,” Khung
Ling said.

At the same time, the victim’s family was allowed
to conduct prayers at Jalan Macalister, near the crash
site.

In a related development, Home Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said an inquest will be
held to certify the death of Chin Aik.

He said the inquest, to be carried out over three
days from June 18, was to give closure to Chin Aik’s
family.

“Penang police chief Datuk Abdul Rahim Hanafi
will head the inquest team. The result will be for-
warded to the National Registration Department so a
death certificate can be issued for the family to submit
their insurance claims,” he added at a media confer-
ence at the Penang State Museum and Art Gallery in
Jalan Macalister.

Ahmad Zahid said since Chin Aik was the sole
breadwinner of his family, it was important that they
received help as soon as possible

Guan Eng, meanwhile, urged the owner of Umno
Tower, JKP Sdn Bhd, to clear the remains of the
structures on the roof to avoid further complications.

He added the state government planned to carry
out checks on all high-rise buildings with tall struc-
tures.

Meanwhile as of June 20, MPPP has completed

Kok Khong says continuing the excavating
operation will affect the structure of buildings in
the surrounding area.

the repair works for Jalan Macalister and was ready
to open the road.

The utility companies like PBA, TNB and Tele-
kom have also restored services to the area.

However, plans to re-open the road had to be
cancelled when Guan Eng and other exco members
arrived there for a site inspection and discovered that
two gondolas were working at the top floor of the
Umno building while two workmen were on the
ground controlling the gondolas.

Concerned over public safety, Guan Eng called
off the opening of Jalan Macalister and instructed
MPPP to issue a notice to the Menara Umno build-
ing owner.
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MPPP explains CCTYV clips

Story by Chan Lilian

SILENCE and shock envel-
oped the normally busy press
conference room in the Chief
Minister’s Office on June 18
when the parents and children
of the late Lim Chin Aik
viewed the closed-circuit tel-
evision (CCTV) clip of the
fateful evening when Chin
Aik’s car was buried when the
communication tower on top
of the Umno building crashed.

It was the first time the fam-
ily had viewed the clip.

Subsequently, media mem-
bers questioned the Penang Is-
land Municipal Council (MPPP)
why this clip wasn’t revealed
earlier and used during the save
and rescue operations.

To reply to the media ques-
tions, exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow called a press
conference on June 24 with
MPPP secretary Ang Aing
Thye and deputy director of
Engineering Department A.
Rajendran.

“We have carried out pre-
liminary internal questioning.
MPPP would
like to state
that we are not

cording was disconnected.

On June 15, the contractor
of the CCTV provider found
that there was a time lapse of
about 20 minutes on both
CCTVs and hence, requested
to view the clips at MPPP.

The time difference was due
to the settings.

However, when the contrac-
tor and the MPPP technicians
viewed the recordings, the
contractor suspected that one
of the concrete beams had
driven deep into the ground
and a car disappeared along
with it.

“The contractor then called
the police and told them to
check the recordings at the po-
lice station but the police said
there was a big possibility that
was not the case. Not satisfied,
the contractor went to the police
station to view the clips with the
police,” Ang said.

“The contractor took it upon
himself to visit the police sta-
tion. Two police personnel
watched the clip with the con-
tractor. And again, the police
were still not sure it was a car
that had disappeared.

“The contractor returned to
MPPP and
this time,
still filled

blaming any- with doubt
one and we and suspi-
are stating cion, he
facts based on called the
reports we re- Fire and Res-
ceived so far,” cue person-
Ang told the nel from
reporters. Leboh Pantai
There are and they
two CCTVs came to
located at the MPPP to
New Lane/ watch the
Macalister clips. They
Road junction Ang revealed to the press the (oo did not
and Jalan initial fi?c_lingsgf tl}gi:‘p:zlir::g_z:‘ry comment and
. g internal investigati i
ZamalA.bldm/ th: vii:ieo ce:ﬁpgao?thegfateft?l only asked
Macalister eyening. for the re-
Road junction cordings.”
where the Due to all

Umno building is located.

The recordings of these two
CCTVs stream live to MPPP’s
Engineering Department on
the 13th floor of Komtar and
the police station in Penang
Road.

An MPPP technician who
viewed the clips saw a storm
and then sparks before the re-

the unconfirmed feedback, the
MPPP technician did not alert
his superior.

However, MPPP has taken
steps to transfer the said tech-
nician to another department
pending further investigation.

Chow then assured that in
view of the fact that the Penang
state government has set up a

It was a heart wrenching moment for the late Lim Chin Aik’s parents when they viewed the video
of the tragedy in the Chief Minister’s Office.

commission of inquiry related
to this tragedy, they will leave
it to the investigation committee
to carry out the necessary work.
“The fact is the police have
been aware of the possibility of
a car being buried. The police
had personnel manning the
CCTVs 24 hours. The police
have viewed the clip and they
did not say anything. So we will
leave it to the investigation
committee to probe.”
However, Chow was puz-
zled and questioned: “Why

e

were the CCTVs for monitor-
ing crime, accidents and other
incidents not used in this inci-
dent? Why did the staff see it
but have doubts about vehicles
being buried with debris?”
The state government will
set up a Penang State Commis-
sion of Enquiry on Civil Struc-
ture Failures (to be established
under Section 2(3) of the Com-
missions of Enquiry Act 1950).
Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng made the announcement
after the decision was made in

the exco meeting on June 18.

Former Malaysian Bar
Council president Datuk Yeo
Yang Poh has been proposed
as chairman for the commis-
sion of inquiry.

Meanwhile, Puchong MP
Gobind Singh Deo has also
been appointed to hold a
watching brief for the state
government and the three fam-
ily members involved in the
collapse of the Second Penang
Bridge ramp and the collapse
of the pole from Menara Umno.

Gobind (left) has been appointed to hold a watching brief for the state government and the families
involved in the incidents. He is seen here with Guan Eng (right) meeting family members of the late

Chin Aik.
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Close schools when API exceeds 150

THE haze that has enshrouded
Penang since June 22 has been a
cause of concern to parents and
Penangites in general.

While the situation is not as bad
as in Singapore and the southern
states of Malaysia, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng is not taking any
chances.

On June 25, he urged the Educa-
tion Minister not to risk the chil-
dren’s health but to automatically
close down all schools when the air
pollution index (API) exceeds 150.

“The current guidelines of auto-
matic closure of schools when the |
API is more than 300 and that
schools must remain open if the API
is below 250, is not practical and
just too low.

“If even adults feel like falling
sick with sore eyes and throats from
prolonged exposure when the APT ™
exceeds 150, what more young
children?

“The Penang state government
feels that public health and safety cannot
be compromised and to wait until the API
exceeds more than 300 before schools
are closed, is just irresponsible,” Lim said
in a statement.

He added: “The Education Ministry
must realise that there is every likelihood

that when the API exceeds 150 or 300, it
can go even higher just like in Muar
which hit a high of 746.

“Further. whilst the API readings are
now updated, hourly not all areas in
Malaysia have API readings such as
Balik Pulau, Jawi, Bukit Mertajam,
Kepala Batas or George Town, Tanjung

Lim (left), some exco members and Penang Island Municipal Council chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail
(fourth from left) went up to the Komtar rooftop when the haze hit Penang to assess the situation.

Bungah and Batu Ferringhi.

“Why risk our children’s health?”

Lim also urged the Department of
Environment to explain the disconnect
between API readings and visual visibil-
ity.

Many question the low API readings
when there is such low visibility.

In the meantime, Pen-
angites can only hope that
the wind conditions will
spare Penang from the
worsening haze.

“There must be proper
guidance and guidelines
with a system that pro-
motes clarity and cer-
tainty both for parents and
teachers.

“As the haze is a recur-
ring affair, an announce-
ment of ‘until further no-
tice’ is no longer accept-
able when it affects our
children’s education,”
Lim continued.

He informed that on
the morning of June 25,
Penang State Secretary
Datuk Farizan Darus
chaired a full haze pre-
paratory meeting and out-
lined a series of measures
to be implemented in the
event there is a similar emergency situa-
tion.

“Datuk Farizan remains hopeful that
the wind direction will save Penang from
a more severe haze situation which is
slightly unhealthy at below 130,” Lim
said.

Sole breadwinner killed in freak storm

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

NO amount of money can console the parents,
wife and children of the late Wong Tze Chow,

33.

They lost the sole breadwinner in the fam-

ily in the most tragic way.

Tze Chow, who was on his way home from

work at the Penang Water Supply Corporation
Sdn Bhd (PBA), was killed during the storm
when his bike crashed into a fallen tree in
Paya Terubong.

Tze Chow had worked for more than 10
years at PBA.

PBA general manager Jaseni Maidinsa
contributed RM 10,000 to Tze Chow’s family.

Tze Chow’s widow and his two young
children also received RM3,000 from the
Welfare Department and assemblymembers
for Air Itam Wong Hon Wai and Paya Ter-
ubong Yeoh Soon Hin.

His aged parents had sought the assistance
of Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng to apply for
welfare aid as they are both elderly and
Wong’s widow is unemployed and has two
young children to care for.

Tze Chow’s widow (right) and her two young children being comforted by Lim (second from left) and Hon Wai
(left) at the funeral.
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Glory days for Penang football

CHAMPION was a foreign
word among Penangites when
it came to football, but after a
10-year-long drought, the
rains have finally come again
when the team was crowned
FAM League winners recently.
The Penang soccer team is
finally able to boast the title of
“Sang Juara” when they took
down Tumpat FC with a 2-0 win
at Stadium Bandaraya recently.
This win
was a big
one for the
Penang
team as it
directly as-
sured them
victory
without hav-
ing to worry
about the
outcome of
the remain-
ing three
games in
this 20-match league.
Penang coach Merzagua
Abderrazak, the beating heart
of the team, was by far the
happiest man on the pitch as
this marked the team’s first
step in their long journey to

regain Penang’s
football glory.

“I would like to
firstly thank God
for this achieve-
ment and secondly,
to openly thank the
fans for supporting
the team since its
early days in the
league,” Merzagua
said in an interview

4

The Penang football team together with Merzagua, Abdul Rahman and members of the state
government celebrating the FAM League Championship.

The championship trophy presented to the fans.

after the game.

“At the very least, a per-
sonal goal of mine to bring
Penang back to its football
glory days has been accom-
plished.”

In the match that gave the

team its long-awaited title,
Tumpat FC’s defensive line
scored an own goal before
Penang striker Elias Sulaiman
put the result beyond doubt in
the 85th minute.

The team was presented
with a trophy and a mock
cheque worth RM50,000 by
Penang Governor Tun Abdul

Rahman Abbas.

This marked Penang’s 16th
trophy win throughout its in-
volvement in the Malaysian
football scene.

Following the victory, Pen-
ang qualified to participate in
the country’s premier league
for 2014.

In attendance to celebrate

the team’s victory were Dep-
uty Chief Minister I Mohd.
Rashid Hasnon, exco for Re-
ligious Affairs, Domestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs
Datuk Abduk Malik Abul Kas-
sim and exco for Youth and
Sports, Women, Family and
Community Development and
Arts Chong Eng.

Life-saving course

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting -

THE Life Saving Society of
Penang conducted a demon-
stration on live-saving as a
tool to save lives at the
Permata Swimming Com-
plex in Paya Terubong on
June 23. Forty-five people
took part in the coaching by
Surf Life Saving Australia
and had hands-on training in
four areas of life-saving in
the two-day course.

The society is a voluntary
as well as a non-governmen-
tal organisation.

It provides training skills for lifeguards
and cardiac arrest cases.

To date, the society has trained more
than 10,000 volunteers in life-saving
skills. Their aim is to reduce the number
of deaths caused by drowning in the state.

The society encourages the public to
learn swimming and at the same time,
learn life-saving skills.

W~
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Geh (centre) showing participants the way to save an
injured drowning victim at the training.
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Geh Thuan Tek, honorary secretary of the
society, said: ““We hold this demonstration to
educate the public about the importance of
awareness and prevention of potential
drowning and to save lives. We held similar
courses in 2006 and over 100 volunteers were
trained.”

The society’s website is http://www.
lifesavingpenang.org.my/

FAP gets RM250,000

incentive

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mohd. Hafiz Tajudin

Merzagua is thankful for all the
support he received

FOLLOWING the Penang
Football Association’s (FAP)
recent success in the FAM
League, the state government
awarded the team RM250,000
as an incentive to further im-

prove their future endeavours.

The cheque was presented
to the team and its coach, Mer-
zagua Abderrazak, at a press
conference on June 4.

“I am truly thankful to the
state government as this is the
second time we’ve received an
incentive from them. Thank
you very much for supporting
us all the way from the start to
the end of the season,” Merza-
gua said in the press confer-
ence with Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng.

Earlier this year, the state
government also awarded the
FAP RM450,000, making the
grand total of financial support
RM700,000 for this year alone.

“If the team brings about
more wins, the state will defi-
nitely be there to support them
with more incentives,” Lim
added.



Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE alleged culprits behind “Botak Hill”
are facing possible legal action by the
Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP).

MPPP chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail
revealed to the media that the council has
received the consent from the deputy
public prosecutor’s office to take legal
action against the landowner of Lot
11396, General Accomplishment Sdn.
Bhd.

She said this after the full council meet-
ing on June 27 at Komtar.

“We have released the names of the
landowners of three lots of land which
may be involved in the illegal hill clearing
at Bukit Relau on June 1. Thereafter, we
have filed the documents in court but yet
to receive the date for hearing,” she said.

“We are aware the public is very con-

MRCS lauded for good work

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE Malaysian Red Crescent Society has been
lauded by the Penang state government for its
good work and unfailing support to the state and
other government agencies in responding to

calls for assistance during disasters.

Padang Kota assemblymember Chow Kon
Yeow, who is also the exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion, praised MRCS during his speech at the
launch of MRCS Heritage Walk 2013 on June

22.

“The state government considers the MRCS
Penang branch as an important partner in meet-
ing the needs of the less fortunate and in render-
ing assistance during disasters and accidents.

“The spirit of volunteerism and willingness
to help those in need is worthy of praise and

high appreciation,” Chow said.

“During the recent tragedies at the Second
Penang Bridge and the Umno building at Jalan
Macalister, MRCS formed part of the response
team to provide speedy recovery, to help the

injured and clean up the sites.

“Syabas and Keep up your good work!”” he

said.

“It is important that everyone chips in to help

June 16 - 30, 2013

cerned and has asked MPPP to take action
against the landowner.

“Based on the contour of the land, we
have proceeded to take legal action
against the owner whose land is on the
higher level at Lot 11396.

“At the moment, we are waiting for the
Survey and Mapping Department Malay-
sia (Jupem) for the details of two other
plots, i.e. Lot 34 and Lot 303 as we need
further details although we know they
belong to Boon Siew Sdn. Bhd.,” Patahi-
yah said.

The Bukit Relau Hill, or more com-
monly known as Bukit Gambir, has been
labelled the “Botak Hill” as Penangites
can see the illegal hill clearing from far.

MPPP has issued a stop-work order and
also engaged Dr Gue See Sew, an Oxford-
trained geotechnical engineer, to recom-

mend mitigation works to be carried out  Patahiyah is mobbed by media members regarding the ‘Botak Hill’ issue after
the council meeting on June 27.

by the landowners.

Chow (left) is the first participant of the MRCS Heritage Walk 2013. He is seen here handing over the registration
form to Loh Nam Hooi, chairman of the organising committee. In the background is Datuk BJ Yeang, chairman of

those who are not so fortunate. Your work dur- MRCS Penang branch.
ing disasters and accidents, and your commu-

nity services add great value to our Malaysian
way of life and our Malaysian practice of helping each

other in their hour of need.”

from the Esplanade on Aug 11.

The MRCS Heritage walk is a Skm scenic stroll  to raise more this year.

around George Town Heritage zone starting at 8am

It is to raise funds for the society.
Last year, they raised RM 155,792 and MRCS hopes

Members of the public who are interested to take

¥

part in the MRCS Heritage Walk 2013 can obtain the

registration forms from its branches.

Their website is www.redcresentpenang.org.my

and email is admin@redcresentpenang.org.my.
Call 04-827 5678 for more information.
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(German companies show
Interest in Penang

Story by Danny Ooi

GERMAN ambassador to Malaysia Dr
Guenter Georg Gruber said Malaysia
needs to produce more skilled labour in
efforts to attract more Foreign Direct
Investments (FDI).

He said the country has natural re-
sources and good potential to pull in the
interest of foreign investments - in
contrast with Germany which does not
have natural resources.

“Nevertheless in Germany, we possess
a hundred years of experience in consoli-
dating theory and practical training
through apprentice programmes as we
realised that skilled labour is far more
important than academic excellence,” he
said during his courtesy visit to Chief

Minister Lim Guan Eng recently.

Dr. Guenter commented that the lack
of skilled labour in a country forces
investors to bring in foreign skilled la-
bour resulting in higher cost for local
based companies.

“Malaysia is in a strategic location
with enormous growth in the Asean
region.

“However, a lot of potential investors
face the problem of getting skilled
workers here,” he stressed, adding that
the lack of skilled labour will also im-
pede growth in the technical and engi-
neering sectors.

Dr. Guenter said The Grant Thornton
International Business report in April
stated that 62% of companies in Malay-
sia voiced their concern over difficulties

in getting skilled labour.

Anyway, he said the two-way co-
operation between Malaysia and Ger-
many has grown in strength and ex-
pected German investments to top 11
billion Euros this year.

“German companies still show their ==

interest to invest in Malaysia particu- |

larly in Penang, on par with the vision
of other foreign investors.

On a similar note, Dr Guenter gave
his assurance that more small and me-
dium scale industries from Germany
will consider Penang as a investment
potential.

Meanwhile, Lim said Germany is the
fourth largest investor in Malaysia and
it has chosen Penang as the top invest-

ment location.

‘Harmony in Imagination’ on show

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

ALYSSA Galeri in Penang Road re-
cently showcased the amazing Tazhib
artworks of two talented Iranian artists,
Solmaz Azimi and Elham Rabar.

The exhibition themed “Harmony In
Imagination” was held from May 24 to
June 7.

Some 100 guests attended the
launching ceremony on May 26, which
was officiated by Dr Tetrina Ahmad
Fauzi from USM’s School of Arts.

Also present were Alyssa Galeri’s
owner Alyssa Khoo and her father,
Khoo Khay Tat, who is also an artist.

Alyssa, in paying tribute to both
artists, said: “Even though they are

living far away from their homeland,
their passion and desire to preserve
something dear to their hearts and bring
it to the eyes of the world burns as
brightly as ever.

“When tracing back the history of
the Tazhib, one finds many unique
aspects of Iranian culture. Through this
exhibition, one can gain enlightenment
without ever leaving the Pearl of the
Orient.

“I am always fascinated by the
ancient Mesopotamaian and Babylo-
nian civilisations, along with their
cultures and artifacts. But such price-
less treasures are seldom found at local
galleries, events, bazaars or auctions,
as those deal mainly in modern, con-
temporary, realism or surrealism art,”
she added.

Khoo posing with one of his favourite paintings, ‘Horse’.

She urged
local art lovers
to visit this rare
showcase and
take in the
unique art form
that is rarely
seen in Malay-
sia.

“Each piece
is unique and
one-of-a-kind,
with its own
distinct pat-
terns and vi-
brant combina-
tions of ele-

Dr. Guenter Georg Gruber.

Alyssa (left) in a photoshot with artists Elham (third from left) and Solmaz.

ments. This is a great opportunity to
explore different cultures of the world,
to broaden our eyes and imagination
all through the magic of art,” she said.

Meanwhile, Khoo, 76, said he al-
ways believes in lending a helping
hand through art.

Recollecting his thoughts, he com-
mented: “In 2009, I led a small group
of low profile artists to hold an exhibi-
tion to help raise funds for the Caring
Old Folks Home in the Kajang Bus
Terminal.”

Khoo, a veteran painter has exhib-
ited his works in Taiwan, China and the
United States.

His works are also displayed at the
art gallery belonging to the Penang

state and in the opulent homes of pri-
vate collectors.

“Remember the 135-year-old bao-
bab tree on Macalister Road? The tree
was brought from Africa by the British
and I love painting it,” Khoo told Bu-
letin Mutiara.

A self-taught artist, Khoo is passion-
ate about watercolours and paints
various scenes besides trees.

During the opening ceremony of the
exhibition, 14-year-old musician Mani
Jahani entertained guests with melodi-
ous tunes on his xylophone and violin.

Alyssa Galeri is located at No. 346,
Penang Road.

For more information, visit www.
alyssagaleri.com.
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THE Penang Transport Masterplan
(TMP) has garnered a lot of interest
from Penangites because everyone is
looking forward to a solution to the traf-
fic jams that plague the island regularly.

Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian spoke
with Lim Thean Heng who is head of
department in the Traffic Management
Unit in the Local Government Depart-
ment under the Penang State Secretary’s
office.

The TMP was prepared by AJC Plan-
ning Consultants Sdn Bhd, which is a
partnership between UK infrastructure
development consultancy Halcrow,
water transport expert Singapore Cruise
Centre (SCC) and land planning firm
AJC Planning Sdn Bhd.

Some RM3.2 million was spent on
producing the TMP and the Penang state
government will ensure that this will be
real value for money and the plans ex-
ecuted so that Penang does not become
a “generation of traffic jams” in future.

BM: Please explain briefly how the
plan will affect the people on the is-
land and mainland? What are the
benefits, eg new townships on main-
land, boost economy of mainland,
people on island have new townships
to live in, etc

Lim: First and foremost, it is important
for all Penangites to realise that building
more roads alone without taking the
necessary steps to improve our public
transport will NEVER solve our trans-
port problems, as many cities have learnt
this bitter lesson the hard way. Kuala
Lumpur built so many highways over
the past 20 years, and we see them now
desperately trying to improve their pub-
lic transport network to solve their
daily traffic woes. It is their aspiration
to get more people to use public trans-
port for them to achieve 40-60 mode
share (public transport 40% as against
private cars 60%). The Penang TMP
strategy is also aiming to achieve this
mode share by adopting a balanced ap-
proach.

For Penang, with a population of 1.6
million which is projected to increase to
2.5 million by 2030, transport issues
need to be tackled and planned for as an
integrated system in a holistic manner.
Included in the TMP is also water trans-
port which is a very crucial component
transport linkage between the island and
Seberang Perai, besides the bridges. The
central thrust of the strategy recommen-
dations of the TMP are as follows:

1.1  To ensure people can move
about and carry out their daily activities
(for work, marketing, social and cul-
tural) without having to waste too much

(From left) Mohd Hafizi Mohd Teramizi, assistant engineer, Lim and Mustaqin Alpi, engineer from the Traffic Management
Unit under the Local Government, showing Buletin Mutiara some of the documents from the Penang Transport Masterplan.

time travelling from place to place using
a well-planned and managed road net-
work (occasional and periodic traffic
jams are to be expected especially on
existing narrow roads);

1.2 We need to plan for and put in
place good road networks which will
also cater for the mobility of goods and
products of our local businesses as well
as multinational manufacturing compa-
nies to ensure sustainable economic
vibrancy for all Penangites;

1.3 We have seen our tourism indus-
try growing steadily since George Town
was granted UNESCO Heritage City
status in July 2008, and we need to en-
sure all the tourists can travel and move
about freely and safely on our roads on
the island as well as in Seberang Perai.
Homestay packages offered by local
residents in the rural areas (on the island
and Seberang Perai) will then be within
easy reach for the tourists. Our tourism
industry is bringing in a lot of business
opportunities for Penang.

1.4 Currently our ferries are getting
very old and the service level continues

to drop each passing year. The seats on
the ferries are uncomfortable, passen-
gers being cramped by cars on both sides
of the upper deck of the ferries, long and
tiring walks especially for those with
children and bags from base of terminal
to waiting area. All in all it’s becoming
more and more intolerable especially
when one ferry has to go for unsched-
uled maintenance.

The TMP has recommended to pro-
vide good quality high speed boats
(catamarans) and upgrade terminal fa-
cilities with good accessibility and
seamless connectivity (from bus/train to
ferries and vice-versa) to make channel
crossing a pleasant journey. The pro-
posed Penang Sentral when completed
(scheduled for 2017) will be a modern
interchange terminal and hub for all
commuters and travellers.

1.5 1In accordance with Penang
Structure Plan 2020, the TMP has also
taken into account the future growth
potential for the island and Seberang
Perai. Existing roads will be widened as
necessary to cater for more cars and

goods vehicles while at the same
time public transport facilities will be
improved and upgraded with wider
coverage and more frequent services,
especially for housing schemes and rural
areas.

BM : Much was politicised about the
undersea tunnel project. What is your
comment? Is the tunnel necessary?

Lim: With the completion of the second
bridge and more developments which
have been planned to be completed in
the next five to 10 years on both sides
of the channel, we will see more and
more movement of people and vehicles
across the channel, as had happened
after the opening of the first bridge some
25 years ago.

The TMP envisages that towards
2030, subject to the projected population
increase and further studies as regards
other economic factors, a third link may
be required whose location should be on
the northern side of the island to con-
nect to Bagan Ajam on the mainland.
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Exclusive interview with Lim Thean Heng, Chief Engineer, Local Government Department

transport masterplan

Part of the reason for this location is to cater to the future
growth centres and to bring more economic activities to
benefit the residents in Northern Seberang Perai (SPU).

BM: Pulau Tikus residents are concerned the traf-
fic diverted to the island will cause congestion. We
know it is not true because the Second Penang
Bridge and the First Penang Bridge and the addi-
tional highways that will be built will clear the
traffic but please explain technically so the people
can understand.

Lim : The types of congestion we don’t want are:

1) due to vehicles that should NOT be passing
through in the first place (no other road or by-pass
available),

2) vehicles parked haphazardly causing and adding
to congestion (due to lack of enforcement by the au-
thorities), and

3) vehicles driven there because there is no other
choice (absence or unreliable public transport).

The fear of Pulau Tikus residents is understandable
(in fact it is the same for all neighbourhoods!). With
regard to the proposed third tunnel link, the TMP
clearly stipulates that all road improvement schemes
and new highways (including the tunnel link) are to
be done with a view to improve public transport fa-
cilities on the ground through the provision of prior-
ity lanes for all buses, motorcycles and cyclists, better
accessibility and connectivity for commuters and
safety railings and road crossing lanes for pedestrians,
senior citizens and OKUs. These should be imple-
mented in tandem to ensure the built environment will
be friendly to all road users.

The residents can request through their state as-
semblymembers and councillors to install more
CCTVs at strategic locations for the enforcement squad
and the police to enforce the traffic rules until all mo-
torists know well enough they cannot simply park as
they like.

Take for example, Kelawei Road in the near future
will likely be turned into one-way with the aim to ease
the traffic flow. Again Pulau Tikus residents can ask
to be consulted before implementation and be assured
of pro-active actions that all the above-mentioned
facilities for pedestrians will have already be planned
for and be done as well.

This is in line with our state government’s CAT
policy.

We should all realise that unless the above recom-
mendations are adhered to, and actions taken on the
ground, the people of not just Pulau Tikus but also
other neighbourhoods too, will experience worse con-
gestion in the coming years, even before the undersea
tunnel is completed.

That’s why the TMP has this proviso: “There should
be a clear understanding that over the next 10-15 years,
construction of the highways, together with the im-
provement of the existing highways and the imple-
mentation of the proposed public transport improve-

ments should take precedence over the construction
of this third link.”

BM : Regarding public transport, what are the
ideal plans?

Lim: As Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng has repeat-
edly emphasised, public transport is under the jurisdic-
tion of the Federal government and that we need to
depend heavily on the cooperation in terms of physical
planning and implementation as well as financial sup-
port in terms of funding to make them happen.

Like it or not, the state government is duty-bound
(as an elected government to seek the best for the vot-

ers who put them there) to engage the Federal govern-
ment to somehow get as much from them as possible.

Nevertheless, there is still a lot that the state govern-
ment can do on its own (like bus lanes, enforcement)
to bring to pass as much as possible what’s recom-
mended in the TMP.

BM: Regarding the monorail, is this feasible?

Lim: The monorail is no longer considered suitable
under the TMP which opts for trams and BRT (bus
rapid transit). And definitely monorail is not for the
heritage area ...... we may be delisted by UNESCO.
Sydney is thinking of taking theirs down.
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