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Designer village

coming up

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Picture by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

THE Batu Kawan skyline is set
for a major overhaul — bringing
with it exciting times for the
fashion-conscious - with the
opening of Penang’s first pre-
mium retail within three years.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said this would be the na-
tion’s second premium outlet
after the Johor Premium Outlet.

The 40-acre international
standard project was awarded
to PE Land Sdn Bhd in an open
competitive tender.

Strategically-located at
Bandar Cassia, Penang’s new
township, the single-storey
mall targets 150 designers and
international brands.

This catalytic project, which
will include international class
hotel, food and beverage out-
lets, landscaped gardens, chil-
dren’s playgrounds and other
amenities, is a platform for both
local and foreign visitors to
shop, dine and unwind under
one roof.

He added that Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC) will
build 12,000 units of affordable
homes and the outlet would
make residential living in Batu
Kawan more attractive.

Meanwhile, PE Land chair-

man Jason Tai felt excited
with their biggest initial in-
vestment and the first invest-
ment in the peninsula with
Gross Development Value
(GDV) of RM1 billion.

“Besides its diverse her-
itage, Penang will stimu-
late its economic growth
from this international-
class premium lifestyle
district,” said Tai.

He added that 3,000 job
opportunities await people
in the area when the project
is ready.

PE Land operates
Sarawak’s premier mall,
The Spring, located in
Kuching.

PDC and PE Land
signed the agreement with
a 99-year leasehold while
CB Richard Ellis (CBRE)
Malaysia became the prin-
cipal consultant.

Land premium payment
of RM65.34 million will be
made three months from the
purchase agreement.

“We are committed to mak-
ing it the best mall in Malaysia
because Bandar Cassia has a
well-planned infrastructure and
amenities,” said Allan Soo,
managing director of CBRE
Malaysia.

“The construction of the
project will commence within
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six months and there will an
announcement on this in De-
cember,” added Soo.

CBRE is the world’s largest
commercial real estate services
firms in terms of its revenue in
2011.

Accessible via the Second
Penang Bridge, North-South
Expressway and the Penang
International Airport and 40km

from the nearest commercial
centre, the designer village
would be an exciting experi-
ence for the whole family not
to mention a sat-

MOST Penangites know that the Chief Minister’s official car breaks down often and he has to
sometimes resort to thumbing a ride on a motorbike to be on time for events. But is this his new
official car? See Pg 6 for full story. - Pix by Law Suun Ting

gion.

After all, Penang has always
ranked second in terms of retail
sales turnover for most brands.

isfaction to the
fashionistas.
Penang will
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soon be the retail
and tourist hub of
the northern re-
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Tunnel’s ‘long journey’ starts

Lim (third from left) shaking hands with Zarul after the agreement was signed. - pix by Alissala Thian

IT is “all systems go” for the RM6.3 bil-
lion integrated road transport project as
the preliminary agreement for feasibility
studies and detailed design (FSDD)
works signed on Oct 6 mark the begin-
ning of a “long journey” for the state and
concessionaire Consortium Zenith
BUCG Sdn Bhd.

After a myriad of criticisms amid
praises recorded during the proposal
stages early this year, the project with a
tenure that would span 12 years, marked
a “long journey”, with Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng hoping it would end suc-
cessfully.

“We have created history... We hope
all the sweat and tears preceding the
agreement would translate into a success
in 2025,” he said.

“Whether we fail or succeed, we
would rely on Penang’s can do spirit. We
may not be here in 2025 but if this project
succeeds, we hope our children will re-
member us then.”

The concessionaire is made up of
China’s largest government-linked com-
pany China Railway Construction Com-
pany (CRCC), construction powerhouse
Beijing Urban Construction Group
(BUCG), Juteras Sdn Bhd and Sri
Tinggi Sdn Bhd.

These companies teamed up in a joint
venture with Kuala-Lumpur based Zenith
Construction Sdn Bhd to form the con-
sortium led by chairman Datuk Zarul
Ahmad Mohd Zulkifli.

It won the tender to build a 12km
paired road between Tanjung Bungah and
Teluk Bahang, a bypass each between
Air Itam and Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu
expressway, and Gurney Drive and Tun

Dr Lim Chong Eu expressway, and the
6.5km undersea tunnel connecting the
island and the mainland.

The signing of the agreement, delayed
till after the 13th general election so as
to obtain a mandate from Penang voters,
would entail the consortium to undertake
FSDD works, Lim said.

Following the FSDD that would be
carried out in the next 18 months on the
three road projects, a state-appointed
consultant is expected to conduct a de-
tailed environmental impact assessment
(DEIA) on the entire project.

“These projects are subject to full
compliance with the DEIA, failing
which the FSDD would just end there.
Of course we would not go ahead with
the project that was found to be non-
compliant.

“The DEIA consultant is answerable
to us, therefore we would ensure that the
projects are compliant. The fee for the
appointment of the consultant had been
factored into the project cost,” he said.

When Lim was reminded about the
scepticism involving DEIAs that were
allegedly done in favour of the client (the
state), he said those were based on hy-
pothesis, adding the state would ensure
that the projects were compliant.

Earlier this year, the issue of the pro-
jects had sparked off a series of criticism
from several non-governmental organisa-
tions and Penangites who claimed that it
would create a bad impact on the envi-
ronment.

Lim, who was often the target of the
blows, explained that the projects were
pertinent because it would resolve the
burgeoning traffic congestion on the

island.

He said mainlanders in Seberang
Perai Utara would also be able to enjoy
the alternative route of travelling via an
undersea tunnel instead of the first and
second Penang Bridge.

“The undersea tunnel project is not
new. It was also proposed by the previous
government. As for the roads, Penangites
are generally supportive particularly
where the bypasses are needed,” he said.

Doubts were also cast on the project
agreement as there would be no exchange
of cash and traffic guarantees but a
44 5ha land bank in Tanjung Pinang that
would be given as a trade-off to the con-
sortium.

The consortium was also permitted to
collect toll on the undersea tunnel for 30
years in accordance with a rate similar
to the second Penang Bridge.

Lim reiterated that the land that has
yet to be reclaimed by Tanjung Pinang
landowner, Eastern and Oriental Bhd
(E&O), based on a previous government
deal, was subject to a separate DEIA
conducted by E&O.

“It is a freehold land based on the
former government’s agreement. How-
ever, any development carried out on the
44 .5ha land by the consortium is subject
to the state and local authority’s regula-
tions,” he said.

(E&O would be reclaiming the re-
maining 29%ha of land from Tanjung
Tokong to Gurney Drive after the previ-
ous government allegedly sold the land
at RM1 per sq ft in 1999. It has so far
reclaimed and developed 97ha. Accord-
ing to the deal, E&O was required to
handover 44 .5ha to the state).

Speaking in a press conference after
the signing ceremony, Lim who was
asked whether building roads was a
solution for the reduction of congestion,
he said it was an alternative as improv-
ing public transportation was a federal
matter.

He added that the state was “willing”
to continue engaging with the public but
“still felt” the projects were necessary to
find a solution to traffic congestion and
would not “sit down and do nothing”.

Meanwhile, Zarul, who claimed that
he put in “blood, sweat and tears” to
secure the project and later endured
heavy criticism from the public and the
media, was happy that the preliminary
agreement has materialised.

“We would accede to the state’s re-
quirements to also train local companies
and provide jobs in the course of the
project so that a Malaysian company
would one day be able to bid for a tunnel
project overseas,” he said.

Three agreements to seal a deal for
FSDD with the consortium, and engi-
neering, procurement and construction
with CRCC, and Bird’s Nest Olympic
Stadium builder BUCG, respectively,
were signed with the state.

The consortium, a RM2 special pur-
pose vehicle company with a paid-up
capital of RM4.5 billion, beat the only
other bidder VST Cemerlang that agreed
to build all four projects with the help of
China State Corporation. — This article
by Sangeetha Amarthalingam first ap-
peared in fz.com on Oct 7 at this URL -
http://www.fz.com/content/signing-three-
road-projects-and-undersea-tunnel-
penang.
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Rising demand for office space

WHILE other cities in the country face
the prospect of a glut in office space,
Penang has a different problem to deal
with — a possible shortage of premium
office space.

According to The Edge (Oct 21,
2013), for the second quarter of this
year, Penang had amongst the lowest
property overhang for unsold shops,
residential and industrial units in the
country.

There were only 40 shop units valued
at RM17.11 million unsold, 163 residen-
tial units unsold at RM 63.4 million and
only 25 industrial lots unsold at RM6.34
million in the second quarter of 2013.

“The low property overhang in shops
in Malaysia highlights the growing suc-
cess of building up Penang and fulfilling
KPMG’s predictions as one of the 31
future global Business Process
Outsourcing(BPO) hubs,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said in a recent statement.

The efforts started two years ago by
the state government in focusing on the
services sector, as they employ almost
100 per cent local workers with high
paying jobs, is beginning to show results.

By leveraging on the existing advan-

File pic of the Second Penang Shared Services and Outsourcing (SSO) Conference
held Sept 19 which was attended by industry leaders.

tages of Penang as a world-class manu-
facturing sector, it has helped to catalyse
the growth of the IT and services indus-
try in the state.

Today, many multi-national compa-
nies in the electronics industry have
made Penang their administrative and
manufacturing hub, with Shared Service
Outsourcing(SSO) operations in human
resources, procurement, data process-

ing, credit transactions, finance and
accounting as well as IT.

“To stimulate future growth, the state
government has set aside 17 acres of land
in Bayan Baru and Bayan Lepas to be the
Penang BPO Hub. Bayan Baru (Phase
1) & Bayan Lepas (Phase 2) are to offer
atleast 1.7 million sq. ft. of exterior space
within the next three to five years. The
Penang BPO hub will be Penang’s big-

Affordable housmg for everyone

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

LIVING on an island
comes with its perks
- palm trees, scenic
views and the luxury
of beach-ing out
whenever and almost
wherever.

However, with the
skyrocketing prices of
housing in Penang,
not everyone can be a
home owner, until
now.

A street-side, wide angle view of I-Park.

gest BPO project,” Lim added.

Top companies which recently
opened this year include AirAsia which
moved its IT, procurement and human
resources shared services from Bangkok
to Penang.

Wilmar, the global edible food giant
with revenues of US$45 billion and
market leader in cooking oil in Indone-
sia, India and China, has just opened its
shared services hub in Penang.

Global financial services firm Citi-
bank Bhd is partnering InvestPenang to
further promote Penang and Malaysia
as a strategic centre for treasury man-
agement activities.

“All these initiatives are transforming
both Penang and Malaysia into an at-
tractive destination for investors to in-
tegrate their regional or global busi-
nesses to realise better cost and opera-
tional efficiency. The setting up of BPO
hub will help the state to attract and
retain talent in Penang,” Lim said.

“This is in line with Penang’s eco-
nomic development and investment
strategy and we are confident that BPO’s
success in Penang will also be Penang’s
and Malaysia’s success.”

The Ideal Property Group held a key handing-
over ceremony to applicants for the units at their
I-Park low-cost apartments located along Jalan
Dato Hashim Ismail, Mukim 12, Sungai Ara.

The apartment block has a total of 642 housing
units from level 1 to level 18. Each unit, sized at
650 sq ft, is priced at RM42 000 per unit and has
three bedrooms, one bathroom and one toilet each.

I-Park also has 21 non-residential, commercial
units on its ground floor from 667 sq ft to 1.392
sq ft per unit. Its selling price starts from RM267
000 per unit.

The key handing-over ceremony was officiated
by exco for Town & Country Planning and Housing
Jagdeep Singh Deo and chairman of the Religious

Affairs, Domestic Trade
and Consumer Affairs
committee Datuk Abdul
Malik Abul Kassim, who
is also the assemblymem-
ber for the Batu Maung
area.

Jagdeep applauded
Ideal Property Group for their corporate social
responsibility efforts on providing low-cost resi-
dential units for those who need housing and hopes
that all developers will continue to work with the
state government in this effort.

“They understand the need for affordable hous-
ing for Penangites especially with the way house

Jagdeep and Malik posing for a photograph with a few of the selected buyers of
the I-Park low-cost apartments.

prices have gone up,” he added.

Selection of qualified buyers was conducted by
the state’s housing department.

Once confirmed, the names were forwarded to
the developers involved to conduct a balloting
process to see who gets chosen to be a potential
buyer.



Balik Pulau ‘pekan’ looks ahead

SITTING alone in his shop
right in front of the tiny round-
about in Balik Pulau and pon-
dering the future, 71-year-old
silversmith, Fong Ten Sent was
delighted to see Buletin Muti-
ara’s Chan Lilian dropping by.

Like every visitor who came
to his shop, Fong invited Lilian
for a cup of tea while he re-
called life in Balik Pulau during
his younger days.

“Nowadays, young people
do not want to do what I am
doing anymore. There are ma-
chines. So, my handcrafted
silver jewellery can’t compete
with the mass production,”
Fong lamented.

Like Fong, another elderly
gentleman, John Chin, 67, was
also happy to reminisce about
the laidback life they had en-
joyed in Balik Pulau during
their younger days. Chin and
Fong were curious onlookers at
the press conference called by
the Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) to announce
the Request For Proposal (RFP)
to develop the plot of land
where the former Balik Pulau
Pasar Lama stood.

Chin recollected how the
market was once used as the
Balik Pulau town square where
people gathered to watch med-
icine men trade their wares and
people converged to have their
meals at the hawkers’ place.

“This place was lively from
morning till night because in
the morning, women did their
marketing and during the day,
tourists came in droves to buy
the famous nutmeg and pickles.

holds for Balik Pulau.

Sled craftsmen like silversmith Foné ponder v;hat the future

In the evening, we also used to
sit here and chit-chat,” Chin
told exco member Chow Kon
Yeow who was interested to
hear how the place was utilised
and asked the senior gentleman
for his ideas.

People in Balik Pulau like
Fong and Chin want the ne-
glected building to be spruced
up because now vagrants are
using and dirtying the place
after the market traders were
moved to the new Balik Pulau
Market Complex in 2007.

MPPP Building Director
Yew Tung Seang said: “This is
the third time MPPP is calling
for RFP to upgrade or bring
new development to this place
which is about 0.58 acre. The
two earlier attempts did not
receive very good response.
We hope to receive proposals
that bring integrated develop-
ment which will consider the
greenery of Balik Pulau and
also incorporate some heritage
value since Balik Pulau is
steeped in history.”

The closing date for the RFP
1s Jan 1, and more details can
be obtained from the MPPP
website.

Will skilled craftsmen like
Fong and others see their tal-
ents conserved and displayed at
an arts and culture centre?

Will Balik Pulau folk once
again converge at their “pekan”
in good camaraderie like the
good old times?

Well, that will depend on the
creativity of the companies
who are submitting their RFP
to MPPP.

T

Chow (left) is intrigued as he listens to the stories from Chin (right) of olden days when the Balik
Pulau market was the centre of activities for the ‘pekan’ where medicine men peddled their wares.

Three-generation park benefits all

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

THREE generations of people get to benefit
from the facilities at the Cheeseman Road
upgraded park.

Grandparents, parents and children can all
gather there and exercise, play and relax,
thanks to Air Itam assemblymember Wong
Hon Wai who recently allocated RM 10,000
for the upgrading.

“I got the inspiration to build the three-
generation park after my trip to Shanghai,”

;- ik i

Wong said during the launch.

“This is the fifth park to be upgraded in
my constituency — starting in Kampung Me-
layu in 2011 and followed by Desa Mawar,
Kampung Happy Valley, Kampung Shaik
Yusof and Kampung Shaik Madar.

“Playgrounds are not only for children but
inclusive for grandparents, parents and the
kids. The Senior Citizens Association and
the Eden Handicapped Center which are a
stone’s throw away from the playground
were there to support the event. This will
benefit the community and the two NGOs.”

P

Wong (front row, third from left) is happy to see the community coming together to enjoy the
facilities of the upgraded three-generation park at Cheeseman Road.
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Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Law Suun Ting

IN today’s modern society, with
its technological advancements,
the idea of kneading dough with
one’s feet should and would be
as common as cooking over an
open fire or getting milk from
a cCow.

The “roti benggali” sales in
Penang dropped by almost 50
per cent after a recent news
report by a local Malay publi-
cation alleged that workers at
a “roti benggali” bakery used
their feet to knead the dough.

To verify the authenticity of
these claims, Datuk Abdul
Malik Abul Kassim, chairman
of the committee for Religious
Affairs, Domestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs, along with
the State Health Department’s
Food Safety and Quality Divi-
sion investigated further.

The said article was pub-
lished on Oct 10 and on Oct
17, Malik officially announced
that these claims were indeed
false and a case of “false and
bad reporting”.

It all started when the Food
Safety and Quality Division
temporarily shut down the said
bread factory due to cleanli-
ness issues in light of the de-
partment’s cleanliness check
operation, “Ops Food Court”
conducted on Oct 8, which had
nothing to do with workers
using their feet to knead
dough.

The article published on Oct
10 stated that the bakery that
closed down was situated in
Bayan Baru and was accom-
panied by a picture of two men
literally kneading bread dough
with their feet.

Malik clarified that there
was and is no “roti benggali”

i

bakery in Bayan Baru, and the
bakery in question is in fact
located in Balik Pulau.

Be sensitive to Hindus,
urges Ramasamy

Story by Danny Ooi

IT has become a notorious yearly practice
of federal government agencies or depart-
ments to organise events, functions or of-
ficial meetings just a day before or after

Deepavali, an important
festival for Hindus.

In Penang, the state edu-
cation department (JPN), has

nomic Planning, Education & Human Re-
sources, Science, Technology & Innovation,

lamented.

Ramasamy went on to question why the
pro-BN parties like MIC, PPP and IPF were
keeping quiet on this matter.

“Do they think that

Deepavali is not important
for Hindus?”
In the same note, he

organised meetings, brief-
ings or training for teachers
and staff just a few days
before Deepavali.

Even on Nov 1, the eve
of Deepavali, there is an
examination briefing for
staff. Attendance is compul-
sory and all are expected to
attend, even if they are
Hindus.

“However the federal
agencies, particularly the
education department, do
not organise events a week before Hari
Raya Puasa or one week later”, Penang
Deputy Chief Minister II Prof. Dr. P. Ra-
masamy said in a recent press statement.

“Why this double standard for Hindus?”
he asked.

“Are they lesser citizens of this coun-
try?” Dr. Ramasamy, who is exco for Eco-

Ramasamy: Why are pro-BN
parties keeping quiet?

teachers.

urged the Penang Educa-
tion Department to with-
draw the circular sent and
set new dates for the brief-
ing.

He hoped the Education
Ministry would ensure this
does not repeat every year,
despite the outcry from
Hindus.

“All other related de-
partments should be more
sensitive in this matter,” he
stressed.

Meanwhile, in a related development,
the Penang JPN has rescheduled the said
briefing in a letter dated Oct 7.

While welcoming this move, Ramasamy
said he would remind the department not to
repeat the mistake in future and simultane-
ously be sensitive to the feelings of the
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bread is foot free

Malik holding up clippings of the news report claiming that work-
ers at the ‘roti benggali’ bakery were kneading dough with their
feet.

Also, the picture, according
to Malik, was not an authentic
photo taken at the scene of the

incident, but added in to sen-
sationalise the story.

Adding to this, media re-
ports on Oct 13 had president
of the Penang bread vendors,
L Manogaran, confirming that
there was indeed no “roti
benggali” bakery in Bayan
Baru, adding that the said
bakery has been using knead-
ing machines for decades.

At a press conference, Ma-
lik expressed his disappoint-
ment with this case of bad
reporting.

“As the exco of Domestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs,
I was so upset with this inac-
curate newspaper report that
raised concerns and miscon-
ceptions to consumers. It is
also unfair to the manufactur-
ers and sellers of Penang Sikh
bread as this greatly affected
their business because of the
inaccurate report,” he said.

International Islamic school coming up

Story by
Caleb Yeoh
Pix by

Mark James

THE state gov-
ernment,
through its af-
filiated body, the
Islamic Founda-
tion of Penang
(YIPP), will col-
laborate with
Tunas Muda
Sungai Ara Co-
orperative Ber-
had to plan the
construction of
an international Islamic school on a
4.863-acre plot of land near Sungai
Ara, Bayan Lepas.

The proposed project site is situ-
ated at Jalan Persiaran Relau near
Sekolah Kebangsaan Relau, Sungai
Ara.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
made this announcement in Komtar
on Oct 16 after witnessing the land
grant submission from Ideal Devel-
opment Property Group chairman
Datuk Alex Ooi to the state govern-
ment, represented by YIPP chairman
Datuk Mansor Othman.

“The project is expected to begin
next year with the construction cost

once completed.

A visual overview as to what the campus would look like

of RM6 million which will be borne
by the Tunas Muda Sungai Ara Co-
operative Berhad,” Lim said.

Lim also pointed out that his move
falls in line with the state govern-
ment’s commitment to upholding the
teaching of Islam in Penang.

“This project will also be able to
promote Penang as a hub for educa-
tion in the region as it is the only
international Islamic school in north-
west Malaysia.”

YIPP s still in the midst of organ-
ising an academic module for the
education institution by reviewing
some of the education modules from
similar institutions in Singapore,
Thailand and Pakistan.
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Regal touch to mall’s

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Law Suun Ting

FROM old-school automobiles
to the glitz and glamor of the
1920s proud and bright chic
sense of fashion, complete with
exquisite beauties, both male and
female, strutting their stuff on the
catwalk, stepping into the grand
opening of Gurney Paragon
Mall, officiated by Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng, was literally
like taking a step back into the
trendy and classy past.

Lim arrived at the central in-
door atrium in a 1920s automo-
bile, in line with the blast from
the past themed mall opening.

After its soft opening on July
23, Gurney Paragon officially
opened its doors on Oct 10, spoil-
ing shoppers with its 700 000
square-foot land space full of
avenues for shopping, dining and
entertainment from local and
international brands amidst its
bold architecture which com-
bines the past with the present.

“It has always been Hunza’s

dream to have a home on this No.
1 address in Penang, and now
here we are,” Hunza Properties
Berhad (the company behind
Gurney Paragon) Group execu-
tive chairman Datuk Khor Teng
Tong said in his speech during
the opening ceremony.

“We have also gone on record
that we will restore St Jo’s to its
glory for the ‘rakyat’ to enjoy,
and as you can see for yourself,
the heritage building is now mar-
ried with modern contemporary
architecture with big brands and
names all around,” Khor said
when referring to the centerpiece
of Paragon, the refurbished herit-
age colonial building St Jo’s,
now the al fresco dining area of
the mall.

“We will continue to invest
and re-invest in Penang, as the
state is well on its way to becom-
ing an international city. Paragon
mall and the office tower will
play a part in assisting this quest,”
he added. “Our investment in the
mall, St Jo’s and the office tower
is about RM500 million, a sub-
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A high-angle view of the crowd that turned up, gathering around the main stage and catwalk.

stantial saving in cost as com-
pared to the transacted price of
our neighbouring malls.”

In his address right before the
fashion show, Lim praised Hun-
za on this accomplishment.

“Hunza certainly has grown
from strength to strength. When
it was listed in 2000, the net eq-
uity was RM80 million. Now it

stands at RM700 million and has
transformed itself from a devel-
oper of affordable housing into
one which delivers high-end
units for buyers, not only local
but internationally as well,” Lim
added.

In conjunction with its grand
opening, Gurney Paragon Mall
also launched its mobile app, a

collaborative effort with Penang
Global Tourism.

Through this app, users will
be able to connect to Gurney
Paragon Mall and find out the
latest happenings, events, cam-
paigns and others.

The app is both available
on the Android and Apple
platforms.
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Jagdeep: Sungai Pinang flood
mitigation pl‘Q]CCt must proceed

Story and pix by Danny Ooi

SUNGALI PINANG is known
to be the cause of major flood-
ing in the inner city around
Jalan P. Ramlee and the sur-
rounding areas during continu-
ous rain.

This has been the trend for
over two decades

As a result, a flood mitiga-
tion project was introduced to
alleviate flooding in the men-
tioned areas.

This project comprises four
phases. The first phase was
completed in 1999, where the
river mouth of Sungai Pinang
was widened and deepened
until Jalan Jelutong.

“Unfortunately Phase Two,
which is the largest of the four
phases, did not take off during
the former Barisan Nasional-
led government,” Datuk Kera-
mat state assemblymember
Jagdeep Singh Deo said in a
recent press statement.

“ Only in 2008, after Paka-
tan Rakyat took over the ad-
ministration of Penang, did
Phase Two take off.

“It involves the relocation
of residents by the banks of
Sungai Pinang, as the deepen-
ing and widening could only

Cause of Batu Maung floods identified

Jagdeep: Sungai Pinang Flood
Mitigation Project Phase Two
stalled during BN rule.

proceed upon completion of the
relocation,” Jagdeep, who is
also the state exco for Town &
Country Planning and Housing,
said.

He added that the relocation
exercise involves 193 house-
holds, and will be carried out
in two stages, namely 40 per
cent of the payment for the
structure involved being paid
nitially, and the balance to be
paid upon delivery of vacant
possession by the resident in-
volved.

“To date, 118 residents have
collected the full 100 per cent
payment, whilst 35 residents

have yet to collect any pay-
ment.

“Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment has appointed a con-
tractor to fence up portions of
the river bank that have been
vacated, to ensure other parties
do not encroach into the said
areas. The cost for fencing up
is RM489,989.90 and involves
a stretch of 2km and to date
about 40 per cent has been
completed,” he said.

Jagdeep added that the re-
cent flooding in several areas
in Penang requires that Phase
Two of the Sungai Pinang
Mitigation Project is carried
out.

“This phase is the most
costly of the 23 flood mitiga-
tion projects pending in the
country. It costs RM150 mil-
lion, which the federal govern-
ment has agreed to allocate.”

Jagdeep urged the rest of the
residents to deliver vacant pos-
session so that this public
project can proceed without
further delay.

“Floods are blind to race,
religion and even political af-
filiation and as such it is hoped
that all parties involved will
fully cooperate to make this
project a success.”

Widening project of Sungai Pinang.

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE recent heavy downpour over the past
month caused a massive flood in Batu
Maung, an area that has been prone to
problems when it comes to floods.

In light of this, the state government
took measures to stop this problem at some
point before the fasting month this year.

Despite this effort, with the storms rag-
ing throughout the later parts of September
till this month, flooding was still an issue
in the southwest side of Penang.

Chairman of the Religious Affairs, Do-
mestic Trade and Consumer Affairs com-
mittee Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
said the ongoing problem was due to the

ineffective measures taken by six develop-
ers who were in charge of the flood preven-
tion initiative in July 2013.

“We found that the flooding was caused
by incomplete drainage works, poor drain-
age maintenance, lack of dredging in the
retention ponds, shoddy drainage by the
Malaysia Airports Berhad and water seep-
age at the Desa Ria retention,” Malik said
at a press conference in Komtar.

These weaknesses were identified in a
meeting between the six developers, rele-
vant departments from local and federal
government bodies and Malik, who added
that the said developers have agreed to
rectify the drainage, dredging and retention
problems as soon as possible to avoid the
occurrence of another flash flood.

Malik: Ineffective measures led to flooding.



Busking in the name of democracy

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

PLACE a person under the age of
28 in a classroom setting and
chances are he or she will project
the capability to accept and retain
information for a duration of 45
minutes, at the most.

Put that same individual in a
setting that he or she can relate to,
the process of understanding, ac-
cepting and taking personal own-
ership of an idea, will probably
sink in and remain for a longer
period of time.

Democracy is an age-old con-
cept that is almost never ending.

To ensure that the ideals for
which this concept stands for
materialise in our lifetime, the
torch must be passed on to the

Penang boy Ksatriya, rhyming
his message up and serving it
to the crowd, street style.

leaders of tomorrow.

In light of this, the Penang Lo-
cal Democracy Festival, organ-
ised by Suara Rakyat Malaysia
(Suaram) kicked off on Oct 5 with
sights and sounds that the youth
of Malaysia can definitely relate
to.

The Local Democracy Festival
(LDF) comes to Penang for its
fourth run and is aimed at spread-
ing the essence of democracy and
to encourage the people of Pen-
ang, specifically the younger
generation, to participate in local
government issues and processes.

Sticking true to the nature of
busking, young, talented street
performers took to the walkways
and food court area of Padang
Kota Lama, showcasing their
God-given talents of artistic flare
in music and poetry all themed
with ideals of loving our “tanah
air” and concepts of what democ-
racy means to them.

Talents seen here came from
the likes of Ksatriya, a VIMA
nominated poet and songwriter
who spun a tale of clean and fair
governance, all in thyme and in
perfect tempo.

From the music scene, came
MoBeat, a rap duo who firmly
believe in the freedom of expres-
sion and Volatile, a four-piece
rock band, inspired by the likes of
Led Zeppelin and the Foo Fight-
ers, who graced us with an acous-
tic set.

Not letting the rain dampen their spirits, buskers for the Local Democracy Festival took to the
sheltered food court nearby, after receiving full permission from the hawkers.

Rounding up the performances
for the evening were American
poet, living in Malaysia, Shannon
Frances, who shared her thoughts
and views and helped shed some
light about a justly ruled Malaysia
to the minds of the young people
present that day.

Getting young people involved
in anything out of their comfort
zone normally takes tremendous
amounts of effort and extensive
probing, but combine spreading
heavy subjects like democracy in
the form of busking along the
streets, the message in my opin-
ion, definitely hits home.

A shot of the crowd that showed up regardless of on-and-off
rain.

Starting them young on road safety

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

NOT one to be complacent, the state
government under the portfolio of Lo-
cal Government, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow
held a press conference on Oct 8§ to
announce the Road Safety Campaign
2013 contests organised by the Penang
Transport Council. (Details published
in the last Buletin Mutiara issue or
visit ptc.penang.gov.my for more in-
formation.)

One of the campaigns is to gauge
the outcome of the road safety educa-
tion at the primary schools level.

S. Jegan, the director from Jabatan
Keselamatan Jalan Raya Malaysia
(Road Safety Department) who was
with Chow at the press conference,

said: “It is hard to change the habits of
drivers in relation to road safety.
Therefore we have to start the road
safety campaign from young.

“In our school syllabus, we have a
topic on road safety.”

Jegan revealed that in 2012, there
were 401 deaths resulting from road
accidents.

The group that is involved in most
accidents are youths aged 16-20 years
on motorbikes.

Generally, Penang is below the na-
tional average of the accident index.

The national average is 3.01 deaths
to 10,000 vehicles registered compared
to Penang’s 1.72 deaths to10,000 ve-
hicles registered.

However, the state gives serious
attention to road safety and will incor-
porate all aspects of road safety and

Jegan emphasising to media members why it is important to inculcate road
safety awareness in children from young.

Road safety involves all road users
including pedestrians and cyclists.

provide education and awareness as
part of its Transport Masterplan.
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Komtar set to shine again

KOMTAR is set to shine again as the socio-civic
and business centre of Penang with the state’s and
Penang Development Corporation’s efforts to revi-
talise and rejuvenate the iconic building.

After work on the banquet hall is completed by
mid-2014, it will boast of a reception, lounge,
dining hall and VIP rooms which will offer a com-
fortable dining atmosphere with international
standard facilities. The dining hall will have a seat-
ing capacity for about 750 people.

Speaking at the official launch of the construc-
tion project of the Komtar Banquet Hall recently,
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said: “The banquet
hall is just part of the Komtar revitalisation initia-
tives undertaken by Only World Group (OWG)
which was appointed by the State Government and
PDC through open tender, vide an invitation for the
Request For Proposal (RFP) exercise.”

Apart from the banquet hall, this project will also
include the construction of two external high speed
observation lifts which will be among the latest attrac-
tions at Komtar linking the Level 5 rooftop to Levels
59 & 60 and up to Levels 64 & 65.

The other revitalisation measures include the refur-
bishment of the premises at Levels 59 & 60 into in-
ternational class “sky dining” restaurants comple-
mented by outdoor dining at Levels 64 & 65, the re-
furbishment of four existing lifts at the tower block
and the associated lift lobbies, shopping arcades at the
open space at Level 5 and the installation of escalators
at the Grand Staircase from Komtar Walk leading to
the Level 5 open space.

The whole development under this revitalisation
project is scheduled to be completed and open for
business by early 2016.

The construction of the banquet hall will mark
an important milestone towards the completion of
the whole RFP project as targetted.

With a huge investment cost of RM40 million
pledged by OWG, the stake of this project is high
and thus the state government and the PDC will use
its best endeavour to assist OWG to ensure the suc-
cessful completion of this project with the coop-
eration of the Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) and other relevant approving authorities.

“As mentioned earlier, with a host of new ac-

tivities and features introduced and injected into
Komtar, PDC is confident that these facilities will
attract both domestic and foreign visitors to visit
this building,” Lim added.

The PDC is also confident that this project will
benefit the existing traders and businesses in
Komtar and serve as a catalyst to the revitalisation
and re-opening of shoplots.

This revitalisation exercise ties in well with the
macro strategy to improve Komtar and its business
vicinity through Asia’s first Business Improvement
District Scheme (BIDS), whereby major stakehold-
ers in this central business district combine re-
sources to draw up and implement an urban regen-
eration programme comprising connectivity, ensur-
ing cleanliness and enhancing security.

“Thus this project will continue to receive full
support from the state government to ensure its
success. The state and PDC will also work togeth-
er with other major stakeholders, potential investors
and existing retail shoplots here to ensure the ulti-
mate goal of bringing back Komtar’s shine and
glory,” Lim said.

Relief for 37 families living in container

Story by Danny Ooi
Pixs by Law Suun Ting

THIRTY SEVEN families who own
container houses can now sigh a sign of
relief !

These families living in these container
houses for 17 years will finally get to move
into their new low cost flats come July
2014.

Air Itam assemblymember Wong Hon
Wai said construction of the flats in Teluk
Air Tawar, Butterworth, continued on May
13 last year after it was abandoned for 17
years due to the economic gloom.

“The construction of a seven-storey
block with 149 units is nearly complete.

“We will move on to constructing the
roads followed by other infrastructure,” he
said during his visit to the construction site
on Oct 9, adding that this day (Oct 9) is
also World Habitat Day.

Wong commented that the 37 families
will soon move into 52 units (with some
families moving into two units), while the
remaining 97 units will be handed over to
the state Housing and Local Government.

Among the purchasers, Lim Ming Siang,
50, said he had planned to live in his unit
with his late mother, two elder brothers and
a younger brother.

His wish will never come to fruition as
they passed away few years ago.

“I bought my unit and had planned to

stay in it with my wife and four of my fam-
ily members,” he said.

Lim added that they have been waiting
for 17 long years for the housing to be
completed.

Nevertheless, it was still a relief for Lim
to know that he and his wife, Chew Sing,
50, would be able to move out of the con-
tainers from June next year.

Another purchaser, N. Balamy, 50, said
“ My family and myself could not wait to
move as the tiny container home had too
little space for 14 of us.

“It is too small and we feel so cramped
and uncomfortable staying here,” he added.

Balamy hoped they can move to their
new place as soon as possible, as they have
been suffering for 17 years.

Retiree, Ko Lai Ying, 57, hoped she
would be given one of the lower floor units
as she has an 80-year-old mother who has
problem walking.

Meanwhile, Blue Wagon Sdn Bhd’s
managing director Datuk Tean Kok Png
said the company faced financial problems
and was forced to stop the project during
the 1996 economic down turn.

“We provided the containers to the pur-
chasers to be used as temporary housing
then,” he added.

Tean clarified that the seven-storey low-
cost housing project would be completed
by next June at the latest and the owners
would be able to move in after that.

Some of the container hc;uses of the 37 affected families. In the
background is the abandoned housing project.
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The newly constructed flats in Teluk Air Tawar, Butterworth.
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Keeping traditional games alive

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

CHILDREN of this generation proba-
bly have not heard of names like ker-
ereng, batu seremban, congkak, tating
lawi and sepak raga ratus.

And if they do not continue playing
with these traditional, kampung games
then, one day these games will disap-

tion alive. Pewaris chairman Mo-
hamad Idnar Jamaludin and his team of
members were at the Kampung Melayu
Hari Raya Haji celebration where the
children from the flats had the chance
to play all the games.

“Next year, we will celebrate our
10th year anniversary. Our association
was registered with the Registrar of
Societies in 2004,” Mohamad Idnar

pear from our community.

Unlike digital games, some of
these games provide children the
much needed exercise and also
interaction with their peers.

Batu seremban, a game of five
or seven pebbles, requires children
to have good hand-eye coordina-
tion and reflex action.

Kerereng is a game where they
roll an old bicycle spoke with a
stick to keep it from falling.

Sepak raga ratus and tating lawi
are energetic games where children
balance the rattan ball or the feath-
ered ball with their foot.

All these games are lovingly
preserved by the Persatuan Per-
mainan Tradisional dan Warisan
Serantau (Pewaris) members who
are dedicated to keeping the tradi-

said.

-
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Mohamad Idnar and his team are passionate
about preserving heritage and traditional
games and spend their time guiding
children and youths to play them.

Raya Haji feast attracts 10,000

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

SACRIFICING 17 cows to feed 10,000
people living in Kampung Melayu flats

is no easy task.

But with the spirit of community and
neighbourliness plus the support of
Penang state leaders, government
agencies and generosity of corporate
companies, the mission was accom-
plished at the Kampung Melayu Hari

Raya Haji feast on Oct 16.

Penang Deputy -
Chief Minister I Da-
tuk Mohd. Rashid
Hasnon participated
in the slaughtering of
the cows at a nearby
field with the resi-
dents.

Kampung Melayu
Village Development
and Security Com-
mittee (JKKK) chair-
man Ariffin Abidin
told members of the -
media at a press con- Wong
ference:

very happy that even our DCM I joined
the people in this event. This shows
that the gap between the people and the
state leaders has been reduced and their
participation has brought everyone
closer to each other.”

Ariffin also praised Air Itam state
assemblymember Wong Hon Wai for
organising many activities and events
that benefitted all segments of the
people.

The Kampung Melayu flats were
given a new coat of paint, plumbing,

7 T
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visiting the various booths and mingling with
“We are the people getting a health check.

Air Itam assemblymember Wong Hong Wai taking a keen interest in the children
of Kampung Melayu Flats playing ‘dam’ which is a version of checkers.

“Currently, we have a pretty tight
schedule as colleges like KDU also
invited us to promote the games in their
international event. We were also in-
vited for the recent state-level lantern
festival.”

Cooking for 10,000 people is only

“Normally, we prepare the appara-
tus, coach the children and explain to
visitors how those games are played.”

Pewaris can be contacted at 017-510
7698, or email idnar_pewaris@yahoo.
com.

B, - -
made possible with the spirit of

neighbourliness and the people of Kampung Melayu Flats came together

to help.

sewage and wiring were repaired and
new lifts installed under Wong’s two
terms as the assemblymember since
2008.

Wong said it is his duty to serve the
people and bring all the various races
and religions together to celebrate as
one neighbourhood.

Several events were organised like
blood donation, children colouring
contests, health camp and govern-
ment agencies like the Fire and
Rescue Department, Welfare, Penang
State Library and others were there
to provide awareness and educate the
people.
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Mixed response
to new parking systems

Chow (right) with MPPP chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail and Tan at the launch A handful of parking attendants protesting after the

of the new parking system.

Story and pix Chan Lilian

PENANGITES on the island
who are familiar with “parking
boys” and metered parking will
now experience a new parking
system.

Like all changes, there will be
initial resistance, complaints
and even demonstrations.

As with the case of the
recently launched new park-
ing system, a demonstration
consisting of a few parking
attendants shouting vulgari-
ties and approaching the cars
of exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow and Penang
municipal councillor Tan Hun
Wooi took place after the
launch on Oct 9.

These parking attendants
claimed the new system is
akin to throwing sand into
their rice bowl.

However, this is the not
case as earlier at the launch,
Chow had commented that
due attention will be given to
the jobs of the some 200
parking attendants who are
expected to be phased out
when the coupon system is
implemented.

A Penang Island municipal
Council (MPPP) spokesper-
son assured that those under
the MPPP contract will be
provided jobs in other areas
while the company appointed
to carry out the new system

will also look into hiring the
parking attendants for other jobs
like selling coupons.

The new system will be intro-
duced in two phases. The is-
land-wide coupon system will
start on Nov 5 while the Smart
Parking Gadget system will be

AALKING STSTEM
FEMANG MLHIC- PAL COUNCIL

launch, shouting vulgarities and claiming that their
livelihood will be affected.

launched in May 2014 on the
island.

So far, 158 locations, which
include 7-Eleven, Happy Mart,
several nasi kandar restaurants
and others have been appointed
to sell the coupons.

In the initial stage, there will
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be attendants around to sell the
coupons for the convenience of
motorists.

“This user-friendly system will
eliminate the inconvenience of
looking for coins to feed the me-
ters or the need to hunt for a park-
ing attendant to pay,” Chow said.

Launch
put off
till Jan 1

IN a new development,
the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council
(MPPP) issued a state-
ment on Oct 21 saying
that the new parking
system will be delayed
till Jan 1, 2014.

The decision was
made so that motorists
would have ample time
to familiarise them-
selves with the system
and to avoid confusion
among visitors from
outside the state.

“In this respect,
MPPP will carry out
more publicity cam-
paigns to create greater
awareness among mo-
torists,” the statement
said.
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Sponsor for Penang Green Expo 2013

to emanate the grandeur and nobility of the architecture, as if a utopia existed with
the help of god, where the departed call it home, in the arms of nature.

_?‘é

Kek Lok Si Temple West Lake Garden cotommanium
nestles on the foothill of Kek Lok Si Temple in Pulau Pinang - the Pearl of the
Orient. The establishment is embraced by fetching mountains and charming rivers
that conjure up a picturesque ambience. It rides on the luxury of nature given i
strategic location that bonds with its natumal surroundings. The memortal park
| exudes the vibmney of lush mountains and etemal water flow, which is the very
+ essence of Chinese landscape design. The columbarium is coated with ivory white
|

=8 I{H\fﬁm

Penang Branch Office:

04-2822 828

WW W NVARID . Com.my
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

No TeI/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH AGA ] || PENAGA
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Ridwan Osmo,rl 013-499 5068
limguaneng@penang.gov.my ridwan wan48@yahoo.com
PANTAI JEREJAK BERTAM i .. | | BERTAM
YB ,;O |hMohd Rashid Hasnon (T) 04 - 646 4700 YB Shariful Azhar Othman Sedang dikemaskini é\ss:gllsgg,gbégfg%%ﬂzgokm 013-580 6981
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my @
VKL BB Batok How Rosian Saidi Sedang dikemaskini | [EEIESSSERSSIESH
fc?nfgig%sp"‘;%@,?g%gyv . (T) 04 - 399 6689 atuk Haji Roslan Saidin edang dikemaskini hMouggggg 8'\2\32%%030177 019-437 2887

PERMATANG BERANGAN . . .|| PERMATANG BERANGAN
PADANG KOTA YB Omar Abd. Hamid Sedang dikemaskini | | Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
YB Chow Kon Yeow {T)) 04 -226 0218 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my 04-2260218 SINEEIEE SUNG

UNGAI DUA

BATU MAUNG ) . YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor Sedang dikemaskini | | Zahadi Mohd. 019-507 3828
YlédDoTu/liAbdul Malik Abul Kassim {ITE)) 81 = 2%2 1538% zahadi55@yahoo.com
abdmalik@penang.gov.my =

TELOK AIR TAWAR . . .. || TELOK AIR TAWAR
BAGAN JERMAL YB Datuk Jahara Hamid Sedang dikemaskini | | Norhayati Jaafar 019-4337119
YB Lim Hock Seng {T% 04-3317175 yatie7 119@yahoo.com.my
limhockseng@penang.gov.m F) 04-3317175 SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
$§{U LA}_I;ICHA'E‘IG 1) 04 98 6419 YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria Sedang dikemaskini | | Mohammad Razak 013-597 6478

aw Heng Kiang

lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my { % 04 - 282 6419 BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
SUNGAI PUYU YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Asnah Hashim 019-472 6956
YE Phge Boonhegh ) (])é %68% %ﬁg% asnah45@hotmail.my
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; -

PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG
BhEEbEenEehGValee Cam (F) 04-2618745 YB Muhamad Farid Saad Sedang dikemaskini | | Hi. Mohd Tuah smail 019-570 9500
PADANG LALANG uahismail@yahoo.com
YB Chong Eng (T) 04 - 530 3028 TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG

YB Shah Haedan Ayoob Sedang dikemaskini Dg(fjo thlel ﬁ\bdul Halim I—Iiusscun 019-480 9599

G

DATO’ KERAMAT a ulhalimhussain@ amdail.com

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO {T)) 04 - 226 2464
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 Talian Kecemasqn & Perkhidma’ran Awam
SEBERANG JAYA (T) 04 - 390 5109
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin POLIS & AMBULANS 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
BUKIT TAMBUN BOMBA 994 04-398 8809
/YB LO’;’V CkhOO K,igmg {IT:)) Oi- 5880818 DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
awcnookKiang@pendng.gov.my 04 - 588 0885 OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA '|O'|
¢I|3va/TAM . ey PENYELAMAT 991 PUSAT INFO PELANCONG 04-261 4461
i) lrloln I/eT B KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
@, ; . -
:;’ﬁ:’:”wo' — F) 04823 92 BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
. SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
T KoK o ana.qov.my (104-5308476 | NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
MACHANG, BUBOK KASTAM 04:262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
YB Lee Khai Hoon (T) 04 - 551 1442 IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
INFORMASI PENERANGAN 04-643 0373 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
TANJONG BUNGAH WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK
YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581 Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
JAWI SOCSO 04-238 9888 04-281 1108
YB Soon Lip Chee m 04-594 1163 JABATAN BURUH 04-262 5536
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
PENGKALAN KOTA (T)O4 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee -2501522
dappengkdlankota@gmail.com (F)O4 2501523 PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy

{T)) 04 - 323 5870

PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

atana@first.net.my F) 04 - 323 5870
N1 Penaga : 013 - 499 5068 - Ridwan Osman N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
5538#6%’%'%% Peng T) 04 - 826 5451 N% E’eﬂqm ; 8}\;’ . ggg ggg; . AAAsrgI d N24 Keb 012 - 493 3342 gﬁng Kok
- inang : - - Muhasde ebun : - - Cheng Kol
kebunbunga24@gmail.com H 04 - 826 5451 Tunggal Muhama Bunga . Epng
SUNGAI BAKAP N4 Pemata :019 - 510 2633 - Arshad N25 Pulau Tikus :017 - 478 3237 - Lingam
YZHJ MGC'{GOF Hj. SEOD%G " {H 81- gg% ggj% Berangan Md. Salleh 017 - 956 3237 - Quah
adunan.dunsgbakap@yanoo.com - N5 Sungai Dua :019 - 507 3828 - Zahadi Mohd. N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
KOMTAR Né Telok Air :019 - 4337119 - Norhayati Chee
YBTeh Laiteng m 04 - 227 7068 Tawar Jaafar N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin
komtarN28@gmail.com F) 04 - 227 7068 N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee Kota Keat
PAYA TERUBONG N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon N28 KOMTAR : 012 - 423 3227 - Beniji Ang
YB Yeoh Soo Hin ) sedang . Jermal Keong N29 Datok :016 - 499 7274 - Jaya
clementyeoh@hotmail.com dikemaskini N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan Keramat Sangaran
PULAU TIKUS Dalam 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvindar
YB Yap goo }-(ijuey . {ITE)) 81_ %%% 2%1]; N10 ieberang 04 - 390 5109 - ’r;lerhI:Iialyci':(ti d N30 gyngai 04 - 282 6630 - Shuen
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com = aya o . Iskander inang
N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
PERMATANG PASIR )
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man T) 04 - 398 4226 Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Lancan
adunptgpdsir@gmail.com {F)) 04 - 398 4226 N12 Penanti : 04 -5222916 - Rodzi N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
BUKIT TENGAH N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim 012 - 5242549 James
YB Ong Chin Wen T) 04 - 508 3977 017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee N33 Air ltam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
pkrbkr?enqoh@qmo: l.com {F{ 04 - 508 3677 N14 al\abcl';(ang : 8}2 - g?g ?332 - ﬁ(rt\‘drew Chin o 8}3 - 23:4101790653 - ._Il_cmeil_I
ubu - - lkhwan aya : - - Toon Hoon
T8 Noreo A B2z ||V lcknes  014- 945 9786 - tai TeruboNg o 4441039 - Sabapath
04 - 5212915 alang - - Lai - - Sabapathee
SUNGAI PINANG N1é Perai : 04 - 399 6689 - Selvi N35Batu Uban :016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
YB Lim Siew Khim (T) 04 - 282 6630 N17 Bukit :013 -518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun 016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com Tengah 016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany N36 Pantai 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
V8Dr. 1. Joybalan M84:6362% | N19 Jawi 017 408 4784 - Abdul Hall N37Batg 012 - 504 4836 - Ziopolinal]
driayabalan@gmail.com F) 04 - 656 0699 awi : - - ul halim arv : - - Ziezullhakim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor Maung
SERI DELIMA N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana N38 Bayan :019 - 472 6956 - Asnah
congariCnaloiy DTN | Metian ||, BOKABEEEOIZ - 242 4450 S hmenlon 0 a0 Fojme 1019 - 5709500 i
gAP PE%AfNG HQ (M) 81 %%8 8%2 Acheh Razak Betong Tuah Ismail
gppgEsiedmyx.com 1554 6485 N22 Tanjong :016 - 4650318 - Ranson N40 Telok :019 - 480 9599 - Dato’ Haji
(F) 04 -228 8514 Bungah Bahang Abdul Halim




SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS
MPSP 2013 MPPP 2013
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) | 012 - 571 2250 e sV A ] 012 - 488 0409
(DAP)
Harvi | Darsh ingh 12 - 428 22
Chandrasekeran a/l S. 012-5619870 ;}:\\:ndor o/l Darshan Sing 0 82250
Maniam (DAP) i) /)A\h T DAP 012-410 6566
chanderasekeran@mpsp. g eong ( ) =
Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
gov.my - -
Tor Sool DAE T Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 - 457 1271
el Jeo e (21 - Sukumar Subramaniam 019 - 4422113
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my
(DAP)
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019 -411 5598 Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) | 012 - 423 9143
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012 -4017718 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP)
Michael Tan Cheong 012 - 487 3101 Nur Fitriah Abdul Halim 019 - 479 9517
Heng (DAP) (DAP)
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 (PKR)
Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
H'ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 Osman (PKR)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818
M.Satees (DAP) 016 - 438 4767 (PKR) OIPSE R ¢
Murali Ramakrishnan 012 - 400 2633
Chong Pei Pei (DAP) 012 - 476 7729 IFISK]
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Ong Eu Leong (PKR) 010 - 770 0508 (PKR)
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 -4708811
— - Chik (PKR)
Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki (PKR) | 017 - 409 7702 -
Lim Boon Beng (PKR) 012 - 564 4400
: Nur Zarina Zakaria (PKR) 011 - 578 5098
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) 013 - 489 3227 Iszuree lbrahim 016 - 443 3205
(PAS)
Shafigah Shobha Abdullah | 016 - 496 1659 Abdul Halim Salleh (PAS) 019 - 432 9840
(PKR) Dr. Lim Mah HUi(NGO) 012 - 422 1880
Sin Kok Siang (NGO) 016 - 422 2255
Syed Mikael Rizal Aidid 013-779 0709 Aidi Akhbal Mohd Zainon 012 - 464 3004
(PKR) (NGO)
Mohd Foaz Hamid 016 - 422 2225
Amir Md Ghazali (PKR) 013 - 584 8386 (NGO)
amir@mpsp.gov.my 04 - 5211987
(Fax) ‘ i
Zulkiefly Saad (PKR) 013 - 436 2848 BUI-ETIN MUTIARA

Mohd Rizal Abd Hamid
(PKR)

012 - 424 3878

Ho Leng Hong (PKR)

017 - 487 2767

Md Jamil Abd Rahman
(PAS)
mdjamil@mpsp.gov.my

019 - 449 0007

Ahmad Kaswan Kassim
(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.
gov.my

019 - 408 4899

Wong Chee Keat (NGO)

012 -451 1312

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta (NGO)
[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

Ahmad Tarmizi Abdullah
(NGO)

013 -414 4822

Ta

Tingkat 47, Komtar,
10503 Penang
Phone : 04-650 5468
Fax : 04-261 5923

Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
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Kalendar Pelancongan
Pulau Pinang Okt. - Nov. 2013

26hb Oktober
Halloween Celebrations

Auto-City SHOP-IN d'PARK

5hb November
Awal Muharram

2hb November
Deepavali
Little India, Penang
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Buletin Mutiara boleh diperoleh di :
- Pejabat-pejabat ADUN

- Pejabat-pejabat Kerajaan Negeri

- Pejabat-pejabat PBA
- Bukit Bendera

- Pasaraya-pasaraya sekitar Pulau Pinang
- Hospital-hospital Kerajaan dan Swasta

- Pejabat-pejabat NGO

- Edaran rumah ke rumah

Jenis Iklan Saiz Kos
(sebulan,RM)
Satu Muka 25sm(w) x 32sm(h) 15,000 (*)
Surat

Separuh 25sm(w) x 16m(h) 7.500 (*)
Muka Surat
(melintang)

Separuh 12.5sm(w) x 32m(h) 7.500 (*)
Muka Surat
(menegak)

Bagi Maklumat Lanjut, Sila Hubungi :

Shawal Ahmad:

04 - 650 5550, 04 - 650 5256, 012 - 424 9004
shawal@penang.gov.my atau shawal?004@gmail.com



Youth power, the way forward

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Ahmad Adil

THE International Student Conference
2013, which aims at providing students
with first-hand insight into employers’
expectations and workplace dynamics,
was held on Oct 10 at Traders Hotel.

“I believe the direct interaction be-
tween leading experts and students will
create a platform for students to hear
from them and confirm the secret key to
career successes,” said KDU College
Penang chief executive officer Dr Chong
Beng Keok.

“Towards this end, we have invited a
number of leading experts to talk about
real issues and current challenges faced
in the workplace.”

Chong added that to make the two-day
conference a truly educational, informa-
tive and memorable experience for all
students, the organising committee also
brought dynamic students from different
universities and countries such as China,
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Japan,
Korea, Nigeria, Singapore, Thailand,
United Kingdom and Vietnam to attend.

Aptly themed “Tommorrow’s Leaders:
To inspire, To Be Inspired”, this inaugu-
ral event was organised by KDU’s Stu-
dents Council members to inspire youths
to voice out their ideas and their dreams
for the future from diverse perspectives.

It was launched by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng. Also present were writer,
Women’s Rights & HIV/AIDS activist
Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir and Mo-
torola Solutions managing director Datuk
Yew Tian Teik.

In his speech Lim said: “Today’s con-
ference serves as a platform for youth to
voice out their dreams and hopes, de-
velop international networking opportu-
nities and share their ideas and perspec-
tives on how to contribute for the better-
ment of the world’s future.”

He added that the state government’s
vision is for the state to become an inter-
national and intelligent one.

“This can only be realised by the col-
laboration between government bodies,
industry partners and tertiary education
institutions in creating opportunities for
cutting-edge training in both skill and
emotional intelligence for our most pre-

MPPP to focus on

development projects in 2014

Some of the participants at the KDU International Student Conference 2013.

cious resource — our youths.”

“In other words, we seek convergence
because we believe the key of future
economic success is not over-reliance on
one sector alone. We must also have the
convergence of manufacturing sector,
services and government sectors rolled
into one,” Lim said.

He added that services sector includes

not only tourism, medical treatment and
education but shared services such as
finance, accounting and data processing.
Lim lauded KDU Penang for prioritis-
ing and taking the lead to organise an
international conference which will
benefit young participants and help to
promote the state as a premier interna-
tional education hub in the country.

Tanjung Bungah

market facelift launched

Story by Danny Ooi

THE Penang Island Municipal Council’s (MPPP)
president Datuk Patahiyah Ismail said the council is
set to focus on development projects in 2014.

“Towards this end, MPPPis setting aside RM97.3
million from its 2014 Budget. This amount was
23.18% of the council’s annual projected spending
for next year.

“We are planning to upgrade six markets, three
food complexes and four hawker centres as part of
the council efforts in rebranding the activities of
small businesses,” she said in her 2014 Budget
speech during a full council meeting at the Town
Hall in George Town on Oct 11.

She added that the budget comprised a collection
of of RM344 .98 million while the expected spend-
ing will be RM419.80 million, with the deficit of
RM74.82 million to be financed through the coun-
cil savings.

Patahiyah commented that among the projects
implemented this year and would be continued next
year were the Subterranean Penang Intenational
Convention and Exhibition Centre (sPICE) project,
repainting of Jalan Sungai People’s Housing Project
(PPR) and upgrading of Taman Free School’s lifts
in Block L, M and N.

She said the council was planning to increase the

number of public parks and pocket parks in 2014 to
provide facilities for residents.

“The initiative was part of the state government’s
plans to achieve the Cleaner, Green, Safer and
Healthier Penang programme.

“In order to encourage the usage of bicycles, a total
of RM2 million was also allocated to build a bicycle
lane from Sungai Pinang to George Town,” Patahi-
yah said.

Other projects to improve traffic management
systems includes the maintenance of car parks, road
signs, bus stops and traffic lights, she commented.

Patahiyah said a total of RM722.,400 will be al-
located to provide the free Central Area Transit
(CAT) services in George Town, in addition to add-
ing an extra CAT bus during peak hours.

She added that the council would continue to work
with the Penang Women’s Development Corporation
to stimulate a gender responsive budget (GRB).

“The GRB community project is aimed at helping
all communities and concurrently improving the
relationship and link between the council and resi-
dents of the PPR.

“By way of this GRB initiative, we hope to be
able encouraging feedback that can be utilised for
future development as well as to fulfil the require-
ments of people living in these places,” Patahiyah
stressed.

Story by Caleb Yeoh

PLANS were made and set
up to renovate and restore
the Tanjung Bungah mar-
ket hawker area in early
September.

With speedy administra-
tion and processing, the
state government officially
launched the market up-
grade project on Oct 20.

The ceremony was held
at the market itself, built
in 1993, and was officiated
by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng.

“The upgrading process
will take up to 12 months
and is expected to be com-
pleted by next August at a
total cost of RM1.5 mil-
lion. The complex has
never undergone any form
of improvement or renova-
tion since 1993, and start-
ing this year, the plan is to
revamp the entire look of
the area completely. ” Lim

said at a press conference
at the market that Sunday
morning.

Lim also pointed out
that this project was part
of an initiative to develop
the businesses in the Tan-
jung Bungah area, as this
part of Penang is the door-
way to one of the island’s
biggest tourist attractions,
Batu Feringgi.

The improvements that
will be made include re-
placing the building’s roof
structure, gutters and rain-
water down pipes, install-
ing new aluminum strips
for the structure’s ceiling,
replacing current floor
tiles with imprint concrete
ones throughout the build-
ing, refurbishing each stall
with new electrical wiring,
water pipes and counters
as well as adding in and
rearranging the overall
seating layout of the eating
area.
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Exciting tourism attractions for Penang

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

LOVE locks, cat museum and a
5D cultural museum are some
of the new exciting tourism at-
tractions for Penang brought to
you by a group of young, dy-
namic and creative entrepre-
neurs who identify themselves
as “Penang boys”.

They are the ones who opened
the Owl Museum up in Penang
Hill which has attracted over
100,000 visitors since it was
opened in 2012.

Tony Ch’ng, Keith Ch’ng,
Najieb Ariff Nazir Ariff and a
group of friends recently started
Malaysia’s first The Camera
Museum at 49, Muntri Street.

A pre-war two-storey house
has been transformed into a
mysterious building which im-
mediately transports visitors
back in time to the 1900s.

Within the 3,500 sq ft, 300
antique and vintage cameras
sourced from all over the world

Competent women to the forefront

give visitors a glimpse of the
past.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, Exco members Dr. Afif
Bahardin and Law Heng Kiang
and state assemblymember for
Komtar Teh Lai Heng joined
guests recently to stroll through
The Camera Museum heritage
building.

Lim in his speech praised the
efforts by Tony, Keith, Najieb
and their friends, “Penang is
proud to have the country’s first
camera museum,” he said.

“This initiative taken by the
young people allows visitors to
see the beauty of George Town.
Young people like you give hope
and great promise to Penang that
we can be the cultural hub of
Malaysia.” he added.

“When you point a camera at
a person, you are capturing the
person’s soul. A camera is a
very potent tool to record an act,
wrong or right. These images
are engraved in our minds for-

(From left) Law, Najieb, Lim, Afif, PJ Utara MP Tony Pua, Teh and Tony looking at some of the cameras

on display.

ever. So, one must use the
camera wisely — for freedom,
justice and truth.”

Earlier, in his speech, Najieb
revealed some of the exciting
tourism products they have in
store for Penang.

“We will set up a ‘Love Locks’
up at the viewing deck in Penang
Hill which we think is a perfect
place for lovers, families and

friends to pledge their love, lock
it and throw away the key, making
ita permanent pledge to keep. We
are also opening a cat museum and
a 5D cultural museum.”

So far, since the soft opening
in June, The Camera Museum
has welcomed 10,000 visitors
who have been to the Obscura
Room, Unique Collection Room,
Dark Room and Pinhole Room.

The founders of The Camera
Museum aim to turn it into a
centre to stimulate art, cultural
and creative exchange.

They have also captured the
essence of Penang with black-
and-white photos exhibition.

For details on the museum’s
opening hours and location,
visit www.facebook.com/Pen-
angCameraMuseum

Story by Chan Lilian

THE month of October has so far
seen two women being appointed to
important, decision-making posts in
Penang, thus further cementing their
growing importance in the work-
force.

First, on Oct 1, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng announced the ap-
pointment of Raja Syarafina Raja
Shuib as legal officer to the Chief
Minister.

“No women, no progress. Hence,
in Penang, we give equal opportu-
nity to the women,” Lim said at the
press conference announcing the
appointment.

Raja Syarafina, 29, graduated
from University of Malaya and was
called to the Bar in April, 2008.

Currently, another legal officer,
Andrew Yong, is on a year’s leave to
further his studies.

Raja Syarafina had won several
awards during her time in UM.

She represented UM in Vienna,
Austria, in the 2007 Willem C. Vis
International Commercial Arbitra-
tion Moot Competition, was selected
as a Malaysian representative in New
York in the 2007 Harvard University
China-India Development and Rela-

tions Symposium, adjudged as “Best
Oralist” and winner of the Errol D.
Shearn Award and many others.

Meanwhile, the Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC) has an-
nounced the appointment of Hartini
Ali as deputy general manager (II)
— Technical.

Hartini, 50, who is a member of
the Board of Engineers and The In-
stitution of Engineers Malaysia, has
five years of experience working for
national sewerage company, Indah
Water Konsortium (IWK).

During her last employment at
IWK, her duties included identifying
shortcomings in existing sewerage
infrastructure and planning for new
facilities to address the needs of the
four states in the northern region of
Malaysia.

That included preparation of
working papers, budgetary cost and
to seek funding for implementation
purposes.

Hartini graduated from Monash
University, Melbourne, with a Bach-
elor of Engineering (Honours) in
Civil Engineering and was conferred
Master of Engineering from Univer-
siti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) in
2003.

She is married with three sons.

Hainan, here we

1

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

DIRECT chartered flights from
Haikou, China, means more Chi-
nese tourists can come to Penang
for holidays while Penangites
have the chance to visit the beau-
tiful island of Hainan in China.

Previously, it took a few stop-
overs before Penangites can reach
Haikou but now a direct flight
takes just more than three hours
and they do not need a visa as a
special visa will be arranged by the ap-
pointed travel agents.

Exco member for Tourism Development
and Culture Law Heng Kiang was at the
launch of the chartered flight with local
travel agents and travel agents from China.
“In 2012, there were 50,000 tourists from
China who came to Penang and we are
looking forward to increasing the numbers
because Chinese tourists love Penang and
they are good spenders.

“In fact, between 2011 and 2012, the
number of tourists increased by 50 per
cent.” Law said.

“Recently, China announced that they are
opening a consulate office in Penang which
indicates that the country is interested to
strengthen ties. In the middle of November,
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng is also ex-
pected to sign the sister-city memorandum

come!

=
¥

Law (third from left) receiving a souvenir from the
travel agents from China and Penang.

of understanding with Hainan City Prov-
ince” Law added.

Six local travel agents have been ap-
pointed to arrange the flights and tours
which will operate from Nov 16 until Dec
2.

Adirect flight takes off every six days and
in total, there will be 8 flights.

The travel agents are Hwa Yik, Tongyan, Lye
Peng, Komtar, Pearl Golden and Big Planet.

A travel video showed some of the at-
tractions in Hainan which include modern
shopping malls, misty hills, white sandy
beaches, theme parks, space station, man-
grove reserve, golfing, spa and cultural
village and of course, Hainan’s famous
chicken rice.

Hainanese who have settled in Malaysia
are known to be good cooks as many were
employed as cooks during the colonial
times.
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Beyond ketupat and kimchi

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

THINK of Korea and scenes of fer-
mented cabbage being eaten beneath
blooming cherry blossoms by couples
sporting a flawless skin complexion and
perfectly symmetrical hairstyles defi-
nitely come to mind.

Think of Malaysia, and you’d get
“nasi lemak bungkus” at the mamak stall
eaten by a Chinese in glasses, a bearded
Indian and a Malay in a football jersey,
while speaking in lingos from each of
the other’s mother tongue.

From food to slang to acceptable
humorous stereotypes, to even the way
we dress, a lot of things can determine
and describe a country’s culture.

However, one trait of a nation that is
able to encompass a people’s entire be-
ing and essence without having to utter
a word, is the age-old artistic form of
expression - dance.

With that in mind, comes “Beyond
Kimchi and Ketupat”, an arts festival
held on Oct 10 at the Performing Arts
Centre of Penang showcasing the rich

history of both Korea and Malaysia,
depicted in the art of dance.

From the Malaysian side, we were
represented by the local dance troupe,
Adikarma Dance Group from USM in
Penang.

The team performed a total of four
dances titled, “Emparaga-Sarawak”
ritual dance “Joget Sri Pinang Muda”,
“Kelantan Ulik Mayang” and the “Silat
Joget Gamelan”.

The main attraction of the night,
however, fell to the prestigious and in
tempo Korean National Traditional
Dance team who graced us with six
powerful numbers named “Dawn of the
Palace”, “Tae Pyung Mu”, “Han Ryang
Mu”, “Love Song”, “Sogo Dance” and
the “Jingo Dance”.

Both troupes presented dances
themed around three main concepts.
Peace and love, the ancient lifestyles of
each country and celebration.

It truly was an enriching night of
culture, art, grace and joy all boxed into
emotion tugging dance movements that
spoke and shook the soul.

A great exchange was made that night

More rewards for Sukma heroes

- b

Lim and Chong Eng posing proudly with the Penang contingent.

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on Oct
14 announced a 50 per cent addi-
tional incentive for medal-winning
athletes of the 16th Sukan Malaysia
(Sukma).

The additional sum of RM61,700
was given to the Penang contingent
which won eight gold, 19 silver and
21 bronze medals in the event held in
Kuala Lumpur.

“Besides motivating the young
athletes, the reward will boost the
sporting spirit,” Lim said.

He praised the athletes for truly
striving to keep the state flag flying
high.

He congratulated the coaches, par-
ents and State Sports Council
(MSNPP) for their dedication to en-
sure these athletes trained hard to at-
tain success.

State exco for Youth and Sports,
Women, Family and Community De-
velopment Chong Eng thanked the
state government for the appreciation
and encouragement and hoped the
Penang team would put in more effort
for the next Sukma to be held in Per-
lis next year.

Among the sports with most incen-
tives are judo, artistic gymnastics and
synchronised swimming.

The Korean National Traditional Dance team showcasing their first performance,
the “Dawn of the Palace”.

between both countries as Korean and
Malaysian alike shared parts of them-
selves with one another.

Showing his support for Penang’s
grasp on the arts scene, “Beyond Kimchi
and Ketupat” was officiated by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng who said that
Penang is one for embracing the arts
over the last few years.

One clear sign of this would be the
Penang Performing Arts Center, a space
devoted to showcasing and sharing all
traits of the arts to all Penangnites.

This cultural exchange between two
nations through arts, culture and dance
was organised by The Brain Truster and
key figures from Prospect and presented
by PenangPac.

More than 2,000 students to gain
from Golden Student Program

Story by Danny Ooi B
Pix by Andy Law Suun Ting

SOME 2,268 students from 15
schools in Air Itam will each
receive a handout of RM100
under the Golden Student Pro-
gram, Air [tam assemblymem-
ber Wong Hong Wai said.

Wong said the handout for
students from Year 1 and 4 and
Forms 1 and 4, the first by the
state government, took effect
from Oct 21 to Nov 1 this year.

“This exercise will be held
at all Maybank (MBB) branches on
every Monday from 10am till 3pm,” he
said when officiating the launch at
MBB’s Air Itam branch on Oct 21.

One of the recipients at the launch,
Aziman Singah, 34, who received the
handout on behalf of his son, Johannes
Michelin, 7, said: “ Itis a greatidea from
the state government. I plan to use the
RM100 to buy school uniforms for my
son, who is studying at SJK (C) Chioa
Nan in Air Itam.”

Azmi Japtor, 43, said he will use the
RM200 he received for his two sons,
Mohd Norfahan, 10, and his elder
brother who is in Form 4.
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Some of the families that turned up to receive
the cash.

Meanwhile, self-employed Yap Soon
Lai, 52, said: ““ It is so thoughtful of the
state government and Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng to introduce the Golden
Student Program. It will help to lessen
the burden of families with school going
children.”

Yap received a total of RM200 on
behalf of his two sons, Chin Loon, 7,
and Chin Chiang, 10.

The Golden Student Program is
among one of the many programmes
introduced by the state government, in
which all students in Year 1 and 4 as well
as Forms 1 and 4 will receive RM100
every year.
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Power failure Kkills

hill railway joy ride

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Andy Law Suun Ting

A POWER outage may have
disrupted the railway service at
Penang Hill on Oct 18 and the
Penang Hill Corporation (PHC)
is still awaiting an explanation
from Tenaga Nasional Berhad
(TNB) on this.

“As part of the power system
back-up process, the Penang
Hill Funicular System shifted
the standby power supply from
the generator to continue opera-
tions,” PHC general manager Dr
Lawrence Khoo said at a press
conference on Oct 19.

Khoo said PHC has been in-
formed that this power break-
down also occurred at the Pen-
ang International Airport.

Before this, there were two
power surges and sag about
6.30pm, which also affected

most parts of Penang.

“With no power supply and
the train halted at the middle,
some passengers panicked and
started banging, kicking on the
door and even tried to break the
glass window. This created a
chain reaction among other pas-
sengers.

“The door was forced open
and passengers left despite being
advised by the coach driver to
remain calm. Most of the pas-
sengers rushed to jump out and
walked down on the track near
the old crossing about 250 me-
ters from the lower station. Due
to anxiety, one of the passengers

Khoo (left) narrating to the media about the train disruption on

Oct 18.

‘Mapping’

George Town’s traits

Story by Nazleen Najeeb

A RECENT survey has revealed that the George Town Heritage Site

has certain livelihood patterns.

Writer Janet Pillai and colleagues took part in a three-year cul-
tural research and came out with a book titled “Cultural Mapping - A
Guide to Understanding Place, Community and Continuity”.

A public talk with the same title was held in early October at George

Town World Heritage Inc in Lebuh Acheh.

Pillai, who is also an associate professor at the School of Arts,
University Sains Malaysia, discussed with the audience the importance

of cultural mapping.

The mapping is fundamental as it acts as “DNA of culture” for
easier planning frameworks and systematic information gathering.
For example, Chowrasta market is busy during weekends while
Campbell Street market is packed every morning despite both wet
markets being located less than 10 minutes away from each other.
Therefore, to shut down one of the markets and move sellers
to the other is difficult as both markets have their own

related trades.

Priced at RM38, the book is available at most
MPH and Borders bookstores, Arts -ED and Pen-

ang Heritage Trust.

For more details, call 016-263 3981/04-263
3471 or visit http://gbgerakbudaya.com

Part of the crowd that disembarked at the lower station after
the fanicular train service resumed operations on Oct 19.

experienced breathing difficul-
ties but did not suffer a heart
attack as reported,” Khoo said.

He added that passengers
walking on the track stepped on
power rails along the way caus-
ing power supply failure to the
system, resulting in coaches
stalling.

Khoo commented that even
though the coaches can move
using auxiliary drive, it is not
safe to do so until the passengers
walking down the track are
cleared.

“If the passengers had coop-

erated and not left the coaches,
the train could have started mov-
ing in less than 10 minutes,” he
said.

Khoo said during the inci-
dent, fire and rescue personnel
and ambulances were on stand-
by at the lower station.

Four passengers were taken
by ambulance to Penang Gen-
eral Hospital for a check-up.
Meanwhile, some 200 visitors
at the upper station were given
snacks during their wait. Things
were back to normal at around
10.30pm.

Emma wins Penang Open

IT was a great outing for England’s Emma
Beddoes when she beat Rachael Grinham
in the IJM Land Penang Women’s Open

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by Law Suun Ting

forts.

Beddoes put up a good show to win the event.

2013 squash tournament recently.
Beddoes won US$10,000 for her ef-

She battled the top seed from Australia
in under an hour with a 14-12, 11-3,7-11,
11-9 victory to claim the title at the Nicol

David International Squash
Centre.

The 28-year-old showed great
strength despite former world
champion Grinham’s tough
shots.

Grinham won the third set but
wasted a chance in the fourth,
allowing Beddoes to complete
her victory.

“I am glad to win since Ra-
chel is a strong player,” said
Beddoes who struggled in the
semi-final against defending
champion Joshna Chinappa.

“I gave my best but Emma
really fought hard,” said Grin-
ham who lost to Penang’s Datuk
Nicol David in the 2006 event.

Meanwhile, exco for Youth
and Sports, Women, Family and
Community Development
Chong Eng thanked IJM Land
for sponsoring the event.
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Facing storms with the white cane

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

HEAVY rain with strong winds failed to
dampen the spirit of the visually-impaired
and their volunteers to take a walk to bring
awareness and to promote the white cane as
a tool of independence and mobility.

However, their intended 4.1km walk to
the Pulau Tikus market was cut short due to
concerns for the safety of the participants.
Exco member for Local Government, Traf-
fic Management and Flood Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow who flagged off the walk on Oct
12 and joined in the event was soaked after
the short trip of about 30 minutes.

“Its a rainy day, a stormy day for some
of us here today. However, our visually-
impaired brothers and sisters here face the
storm (of being unable to see) every day
with so much courage and patience,” he said
in his speech.

“We must give them our support to face
this daily challenges.”

He said that the state government will
continue to work with the people with dis-
ability (OKU) groups to make Penang ac-
cessible to all as everyone has equal rights
and the city should be accessible to everyone
with special needs.

The St. Nicholas’ Home (SNH) annual
White Cane Day will also be held to recog-
nise the significance of the white cane in
advancing independence and to honour the
many achievements of the blind and visu-
ally impaired (BVI).

The White Cane Day is celebrated all
over the world on Oct 15.

SNH chairman Rev Andrew Phang
praised the participants for their courage to
walk in the rain.

“We are reminded of our commitment to
provide access for the BVI and two areas
that must be addressed. The government
and local council must provide universal

Cheerful and friendly Gomathi, who is blind,
works as a braillist and is happy to show
people how she carries out her tasks.
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Volunteers guide the blind and visually impaired to take a walk, protected with raincoat and umbrellas.

design BVI-friendly pavements, tactile
blocks, audio information kiosks and oth-
ers,” he said.

“Meanwhile, the public too should be
made aware of the obstacles faced by the
BVI and not to park or block pathways in-
discriminately.”

SNH has provided many facilities for the
BVI and provides education from the nurs-
ery and kindergarten level to assisting a
local college, Disted College, to enable four
BVI students to take up their Diploma in
Business in Information Technology.

Chow, in his capacity as the exco member
for Local Government, felt the call to ensure
that the BVI and other special needs com-
munity (OKU) are not left out in society.

“They have the same rights and opportu-
nity as us. Sometimes, they are the ones
guiding the local council in taking action.
Therefore, our local councils actively in-
volve and participate in the OKU activities
so their conscientiousness and awareness
are heightened,” he said.

“This morning, the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council chief is also with us,” Chow
said, pointing out the presence of Datuk
Patahiyah Ismail.

He said the Penang Transport Masterplan
has set down policies for universal design
OKU-friendly features in the plans.

The participants were entertained by
SNH’s band while visitors were able to see
the exhibitions put up by the BVIs.

One of them, S. Gomathi, 29, who had
been trained by SNH, showed visitors how
she works as a braillist.

“I have come to SNH since I was nine
years old. I started Std. 1 at age nine and
have been learning how to type,” said a
smiling Gomathi while she deftly tapped on
the special typewriter.

Al-Quran for the Vlsually impaired

Story and Pix
by Caleb
Yeoh

ALL man from
all walks of
life holding
onto various
faiths and
principles to
live by should
be allowed to
practice and
have access to
religious texts
regardless of
any disabili-
ties. By no means, in regards to re-
ligion, should the disabled be dis-
carded.

In light of this, the Malaysian
Braille Association printed a total of
40 copies of the Al-Quran and
handed them out to six different
schools as well as a few visually
impaired people here in Penang.

This effort was in collaboration
with the Penang Blind Education
Services Centre located on Jalan
Dharma.

Datuk Mah Hassan Osmar, chair-
man of the Malaysian Braille As-
sociation, said it was his wish as well
as that of his association to provide
those like him, a chance to study the
holy texts.

“Through education we are em-
powered, and those who are visu-

Rosidi (centre) along with Fauzi Osman (left), representative
from Sekolah Kebangsaan Pendidikan Khas Alma
showing the braille version of the Al-Quran to members
of the media with Mah Hassan (right) and BES chairman
Swarn Singh.

ally impaired should receive the
same outlet to education like the
rest.

“BES (Blind Education Services)
has made it their goal to help the
blind, and with this small means of
help (the 40 braille Al-Quran), we
hope to assist them in their endeav-
our,” Mah Hassan added during his
speech at the BES headquarters.

Acting on behalf of the state
government, Rosidi Hussain, infor-
mation officer from the Chief Min-
ister’s office was there to co-officiate
the Al-Quran presentation ceremo-
ny.

“As mentioned by our chief min-
ister, Penang doesn’t forget anyone,
and we are in full support of this
effort in providing Al-Quran for the
blind,” Rosidi said.
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lures bulk of medical

Chow (second from left) and Dr. Afif Bahardin (fourth from left) Exco member for Health, Agriculture & Agro-based industry and Rural Development being taken on a tour

of the medical centre while Dr. Tan (left) briefs them.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mark James

PENANG accounted for a hefty 60 per cent of the 555,000
foreign medical tourists to Malaysia in 2012.

This means about 333,000 came to Penang throughout the
year, or 27,000 in a month or 900 to 1,000 people on a daily
basis.

“Don’t forget, these patients do not come alone, but usu-
ally with family members. Therefore, there is a spillover
effect to other industries — from hoteliers to F&B industry,
retailers and others,” exco member Chow Kon Yeow said in
his speech at the grand opening of Carl Corrynton Medical
Centre on Oct 17.

“With the setting up of yet another medical centre, people
may wonder whether we need it as we already have so many.
However, I would like to point out the increasing numbers of
people who come to Penang for medical treatment,” he said.

“Like the Chief Minister said, Penang is poised to be a
medical city in the region and a leading medical hub in the
country.”

Chow congratulated Dr. Carl Tan and Dr. Lee Kim Siea
and their team of medical professionals who set up the first
specialist centre for plastic, aesthetic, beauty and wellness
in the northern region which aims to cater to patients from
Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand and other countries.

“I foresee this as a positive growth as foreigners who come
for plastic surgery, aesthetic or wellness are usually ‘healthy’
people who are able to afford retail shopping, holidays, sight-
seeing and enjoy Penang delicacies,” Chow said.

“Their visits will generate economic growth.”

VIP old friend surprises them

Story by MARK
JAMES

THE attendees
of the Complex
Cardiovascular
Intervention
2013 (CCI) were
given a pleasant
surprise when
Chief Minister,
Lim Guan Eng

dropped by the |
convention at |

Park Royal Ho-

tel, unan-
nounced.
Dr. Simon

Lo, the organ-
izing chairman
for CCI was de-
lighted to have
the Chief Minis-

ter, a personal friend, to give a few inspiring
words to the medical pioneers and proceeded
to soft launch the event.

Lim believes that through good healthcare

Lim (right) receiving a souvenir from Dr. Lo during his unannounced visit to the
event.

the state strives to provide, it will push Penang
forward to not only be knowned as a popular
tourist destination but also to one day be a
renowned medical tourism destination.
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Call to sustain Penang’s seafood haven

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Picture by Alissala Thian

THE first Grouper and Snapper Aquaculture dialogue
organised by World Wildlife Fund (WWF) was held
on Oct 9 and 10 saw local and foreign delegates dis-
cussing best practice standards in popular farmed
seafood species, grouper, snapper and barramundi.
“The Penang aquaculture industry is now an impor-
tant supplier to both Malaysian and oversea market,”
said Dr Afif Bahardin, exco for agriculture and agro-

Phee (fourth from left) visiting one of the booths set up during
the function.

based industries, rural development and health, when
officiating the dialogue.

The dialogue was a regional agenda to sustain sea-
food production since half the fish we eat is farmed.

Farming causes pollution, waste discharge and
dependence on fish feed.

Worst still is the removal of juvenile fish from the
wild before they are able to replenish the fish popula-
tion.

“The draft standard is a necessity before the rapid
output threatened the biodiversity as well as livelihood
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of those dependent on these resources,” said Carol
Phua, WWF-Malaysia’s Marine Programme head.

The outcome of the dialogue touched on the issue
of social responsibility farm operations, traceability
of feed ingredients, fish health and natural habitat
conservation.

There will be a series of regional dialogues until the
standard is utilised by 2015.

Penang’s cage culture was worth almost RM136
million in 2010 compared to RM54 million in 2006,
proof that the island continues to attract seafood lovers.
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Having fun at board games marathon

Story and pixs by Danny Ooi

HUNDREDS of people joined the Board
Games Marathon (BGM) Family Carnival, held
at Straits Quay in Tanjung Tokong on Oct 6.

Organised by HOPE Worldwide Penang, the
carnival, which started at 9am, was a unique
and innovative way to raise funds for the or-
ganisation’s work with the needy in Penang
and also the northern region of the country.

The day-long event was officiated by the
exco for Health, Welfare and Caring Society,
Phee Boon Poh.

The highlight of the event was the interest-
ing board games from around the world such
as Catan, Bang, 7 Wonders, Ticket to Ride,
Dicxit, Saboteur, Jungle Speed, Toc Toc Wood-
man and others.

Apart from this, there was a Scrabble tourna-
ment, kids colouring contest, free health
screening and mini bazaar.

To attend the Board Games Marathon, par-
ticipants had to make a minimum donation of
RM20, to be entitled to a coupon to redeem the
items from the Charity Carnival.

In his speech, HOPE Worldwide Malaysia’s
country director Darick Wong expressed ap-

preciation to the sponsors from The Cups
Corporation, Berjaya Starbucks Coffee, Para-
digm Infinitum Games, Dreamz Productions,
Magnificient Emblem Sdn Bhd, Nona Bali
Restaurant and other donors for providing the
monetary and in-kind sponsorship.

“We promise you that these donations will
be put to good use to help fellow Penangites
and those in the northern region who are in
need of help through our programmes such as
Penang Free Children’s Clinic in Lebuh Mac-
callum, MY Reading Program, HOPEww
Penang Free Mobile Clinic and our SAP 1Stop
IT Resource Centre,” he added.

“This reminds me of the fond memories of
playing board games with my kids when they
were young. With the new generation now, the
kids and youth only indulge in computer
games,” Phee said.

“This board games carnival may bring us
closer as families and friends in a fun, interac-
tive way.”

Phee urged more Penangites to come for-
ward to be involved in activities organised by
HOPE.

“In this way, they can do their bit for char-
ity to bring cheer to the needy,” he said.
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Exco member Jagdeep Singh Deo (third from right), who is also Datuk
Keramat assemblymember, does not forget the poor and needy during
festive seasons. He is seen here with orphans and children at a pre-
Deepavali party.

Vanakkam! The staff of the Communications Division who are also part of the editorial board of
Buletin Mutiara wishing all Hindus ‘Happy Deepavali’.

Flowers and sandalwood garlands greeted (from left) Deputy Chief
Minister Il Prof. Dr P. Ramasamy, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, Bagan
Dalam assemblymember A.Thanasekaran and exco Chow Kon Yeow
in Little India during their walkabout on Oct 26 to meet and greet
shoppers and traders.
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Cultural dances,
songs and music
put everyone in
a festive mood
during the Deepa
Oli Carnival 2013.

Rumab Terbaka ., .
Deepavali Peripghkat Negeri
Pulaa PRipang
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6 Nov. 2013 (Rabu)
2:30 petang - 5:00 petang
Dewan Serbaguna Sungai Bakap,
¥ Seberang Perai Selatan
Bawa Bekas Makanan Sendiri & Tebus 1000 “Insentif BYOC” Pertama Jawi assemblymember Soon Lip Chee (second from left) making sure

that the poor and needy receive some basic food items in order to
celebrate the Festival of Lights.

Nibong Tebal Member of Parliament Datuk Mansor Othman (left) and

@ Projek BYOC oleh Penang Green Council






