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Story by Danny Ooi and Caleb
Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

THE good news is that there will be no
water rationing for now.

But we may have to pay more for our
water as measures to reduce water con-
sumption have not been successful,
whether through education or imposing
penalties for water wastage.

Last year, water consumption in Pen-
ang was the highest in Malaysia at 295
cu. litres per person per day. For the first
two months of this year till March 1,
that figure rose by 5.4% to 311 — nearly
50% higher than the national average of
215 cu. litres per person per day!

What this effectively means is that
the state’s water resources and reserves
can be extended by another 50% if
Penangites conserve water and keep to
the national average.

“In view of this the Penang state exco
decided in a meeting on April 1 that we
accept the Penang Water Supply Corpo-
ration (PBAPP) management’s request
to actively study water tariffs to reduce
water consumption,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said at a press confer-
ence on April 2.

“The state government is concerned
that as a result of climate change, the
drought we are facing now may not only
persist this year but more worryingly
may continue over the next few years.
As such, it is imperative that effective
water demand management be in force,”
he added.

He added that the efficient water sup-
ply management implemented by
PBAPP has allowed the state to avoid
water rationing in March.

But if April proves to be another dry

month, the state government and PBAPP
will implement a contingency action
plan to avoid water rationing by further
upgrading existing efficient water sup-
ply management and implementing
water demand management measures.

Lim added that the water supply
management includes:

e The state government will request
Putrajaya to initiate cloud seeding in
the Muda catchment to sustain the
level of Sungai Muda;.

e The state government will inform
the Energy, Green Technology and
Water Ministry to ask Kedah to
release water into the Sungai Muda
to sustain a sufficient level for
PBAPP to continue drawing water
for consumption in Penang.

Lim said the ministry had provided a
written guarantee that water will be
released from Kedah into Sungai Muda
whenever there is a shortfall and during
the construction and defects liability
period of the Mengkuang Dam expan-
sion project. The cost of Kedah releas-
ing water into Sungai Muda, if any,
would be borne by the ministry.

He added that the most critical factor
is the level of Sungai Muda, from which
PBAPP extracts more than 80% of Pen-
ang’s raw water needs daily.

“As of April 1, the recorded level of
the river was 2.69 metres, which is still
above the 2.0-metre ‘Alert Level’.
PBAPP continues to draw water from
this river daily,” he said.

At a later press conference, Lim said
the state government would be willing
to “bite the bullet” and raise water tariffs
if needed, to reduce water consumption
and by all means avoid water rationing
in Penang.

“The Penang state government

No dry taps for now

Buletin Mutiara captured the photo of the Telok Bahang dam on Apr 8 which shows

the water level is lower than usual.

stresses that even after we raise water
tariffs, Penang will still enjoy the lowest
rates in Malaysia,” Lim said.

“Our water supply management is on
point, with Penang’s Non-Revenue
Water (NRW) of 17.6%, the lowest in
the country as compared to the national
average of 36.4%. Water demand man-
agement however still isn’t as effec-
tive,” he added.

Weather reports have stated that
rainfall will be significantly lower, as
compared to 2013, the dry spell could
last till 2015.

“Bottom line, we need to reduce
water consumption, and we are willing
to take unfavorable moves like increas-

ing water tariffs to ensure that our future
generations will have a higher chance
of avoiding water rationing,” Lim said.

He also hit out at the mainstream
media for politicising the move to raise
water tariffs.

“They should be educating the people
that a tariff hike is necessary to reduce
water consumption and thus avoid ra-
tioning but, as usual, they choose to
politicise the whole issue,” he said.

Lim added that the state government
has a responsibility to do everything
possible to avoid water rationing and
will not allow the important issue of
water resources and availability to be

politicised. e See also pg 2



Water surcharge discount
for large families

WHILE water tariffs are set to
go up, those with large families
who may, naturally, bear the
brunt will get a helping hand
from the state.

“I have heard public concerns
of the impact of the proposed
water tariffs hike on large fami-
lies who are paying Water Con-
servation Surcharge (WCS),”
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
said in a recent statement.

In this respect, Lim said, he
will propose to the Penang Water
Supply Corporation (PBAPP)
that for families with eight or
more family members, they shall
be given a 60% discount on WCS
from May 1.

“They will need to go to
PBAPP and produce the ICs of
those staying in their homes to
qualify for this discount,” he
added.

Consumers who qualify for
the discount can call 04-201
3231 or email syarifah@pba.
com.my for details.
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The more water you use, the more you pa

WATER rationing? Some might at-
tribute this recent “drought” to cli-
mate change but in the 16 years I
have been in Penang I remember that
every six or seven years we have a
dry spell like this. I would call it “a
cycle”.

They’ve been happening for cen-
turies. But in view of these cycles
and the increased population, what
should we do about it?

The cost should reflect the con-
sumption and usage, just like elec-
tricity. The more you use, the more
you pay.

I am an American who has been
living in Penang for almost 16 years
now. Every month when my water
bill of RM7 or RM8 comes I say to

following locations:

Komtar, Jalan Penang;

Where to get discount forms 4 y

Forms to apply for the discount will be
available from Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau
Pinang Sdn Bhd’s (PBAPP) 9 Customer Care
Centres, starting from 16 April 2014 at the

e Komtar: L4, ICT, Phase 1B, Level 4

e Bayan Baru: i-Avenue, No. 1-1-16 and
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my maid, “How can they pay the man
who reads the meter, the clerk who
types the bill, the postage to deliver
the bill and possibly do any mainte-
nance or upgrades of the water sys-
tems — the pipes, the filtration, etc.
(correction: Penang water bill is
calculated once every two months)

Well, obviously they can’t and
any time you have a subsidy of this
sort there is going to be an outcry
when the fees increase to any reason-
able level.

The rates are going to have to be
raised as stated by Penang’s Chief
Minister in “Water rates to go up in
Penang to curb rising demand” (The
Star, April 3).

This is no longer a sleepy little

Island where a few thousand are us-
ing a few gallons of water a day.

How do we get this message
across to the masses without creating
riots and civil unrest?

One way would be a big informa-
tion campaign in the newspapers, on
billboards and especially at the
hawker stalls and wet markets.

People need to know the reason
for the increase. It needs to be ex-
plained in public forums — not by
politicians but by the water board,
itself. There are a lot of early retirees
from all professions who might be
recruited for this job.

ALICE BREWSTER
MM2H, Penang

Water Saving Tips

Never leave a tap running.

Teach your children to turn off taps properly.
Fix all leaking taps, pipes or toilet systems in your home immediately.

Avoid using a hose as far as possible. Hosing usually wastes water.

Wash your car or motorcycle less often. Use a bucket and a damp cloth or sponge instead of a hose.
Water your plants with a watering can. Water your plants at the roots, not the leaves.

Mop your floor instead of using a hose or splashing water from a bucket.

1-1-17, Medan Kampung Relau 1;

e Rifle Range: No. 36, Jalan Padang Tembak;

e Balik Pulau: 1346, Jalan Sungai Pinang;

e Perai Complex: No.1111, Tingkat
Perusahaan 6-D, Kawasan Perusahaan
Perai IV;

e Taman Selat: No.77, Taman Selat, Jalan
Bagan Luar, Butterworth;

e Kepala Batas: 2160, Kompleks Pentadbiran
Bertam, Jalan Bertam 1;

e Bukit Mertajam: Wisma Hock Teik, 1778,
Jalan Ciku; dan

e Jawi: Kompleks PBAPP Jawi, 1830, Jalan
Changkat.

Sweep your porch or driveway outside your home instead of using a hose.
Brush your teeth with the tap off. Turn it on only to rinse.

Soap your hands with the tap off. Turn it on only to rinse.

Apply soap on your body with the shower off. Turn it on only to rinse.
Take shorter showers.

Fill and plug your the sink when washing/rinsing food, dishes and cutlery.
Install “double-flush” toilet systems. A half-flush usually does the job.
Use your washing machine only when you have a full load of clothes.
Avoid leaving the water running when washing clothes by hand.

Refrain from flushing rubbish down the toilet. Put it in the rubbish bin.

Call 04-5096509 to report leaks at roadside mains or pipes immediately.
The PBAPP Call Centre operates 24 hours a day.

For more information about PBAPP please go to : http://www.pba.com.my/save-water.html
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Paramount inks deal with PDC

Story by
Caleb Yeoh
Pix by
Alissala
Thian

PROPERTY
developer and
parent com-
pany of KDU
Penang, Para-
mount Corp,
signed an
agreement
with Penang
Development
Corporation
to acquire 30
acres of land in Batu Kawan to de-
velop a “university city” at Penang’s
up and coming new township.

The 30 acres was handed over to
Paramount for RM65.55 million and
will be developed by the company’s
development arm, Paramount Property.

The site will anchor an all new
purpose-built campus under the KDU
name.

In the agreement, Paramount will
finish development of the “university
city” within five years and the other
integrated development within the 30
acres will be completed within 10
years.

In his opening address, Paramount
Corp executive director Datuk Teo
Chiang Qian explained the impor-
tance of this acquisition for the com-
pany.

“This is an important acquisition

ceremony.

Teo (left) shakes hands with Lim as PDC general man-
ager Datuk Rosli Jaafar (right) looks on after the signing

for Paramount. For the first time, we
are now able to bring together the
synergies of our two businesses,
Paramount Property and the KDU
Education Group, to one location in
the northern part of Peninsular Ma-
laysia, where we have had a strong
presence over the past 30 years,” Teo
said.

He added that this development
directly relates to the company’s ethos
of always contributing towards the
development of human capital by
creating opportunities for young Ma-
laysians to get a high-value and qual-
ity education in sectors relevant to the
development of the state and country.

Also present at the signing was
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who
said that this development would
contribute greatly to the overall devel-
opment of Batu Kawan.
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Going ‘Meatless Monday’

THE Penang International Green Carnival is
set to return on Sept 13 and 14.

The event will be jointly organised by
Penang Green Council and Penang Save
Earth Association and co-organised by ES-
CAPE, JCI Entrepreneur Metropolitan,
JKKK Sungai Emas, JKKK Tanjung Bunga
and the Bayan Baru and Perkampungan
service centres.

Leading up to this as well as falling in line
with numerous measures taken to promote
environmental awareness, the state govern-
ment has decided to take up a bold challenge
- to promote and embrace a meatless diet.

“We have decided to embrace a global
movement, the low carbon diet and in this
case, the ‘Meatless Monday’, which will also
be the highlight of the Penang International
Green Carnival this year. Various meatless
foods will be served at only RM1 for the first
5,000 people, as long as they bring their own

food containers and cutlery,” said Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng during a press con-
ference in Komtar.

Lim expanded on “Meatless Monday” by
explaining that this move would help reduce
Penang’s carbon footprint.

He cited a report by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) which
stated that production of 1kg of beef causes
about 23kg of carbon emission.

Adding on to this, embracing a lower meat
intake would also minimise our water foot-
print.

As stated by the Water Footprint Network,
an estimated 15,500 litres of water is needed
to produce 1kg of meat.

“The water needs of livestock are tremen-
dous, far above what is needed for vegetables
or grain. This focus is in line with the state’s
initiatives to protect and conserve Penang’s
water resources,” Lim added.

Lim (fourth from left) promoting the upcoming Penang International Green Carnival
together with Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon (fifth from left) and
a few exco members and representatives from the co-organisers.



HWZET
Penang In
Top 10 selfie list

Lim was mobbed by young people to have their selfies with the CM at the Earth Hour Night

Walk at the Esplanade on March 29.
Story and Pix by Chan Lilian

SELFIE is probably a new word in many people’s
vocabulary.

According to Wikipedia, the word “selfie” first
appeared in 2002.

Selfie means self taken photos, the kind which
you snap of yourself using your phone camera.

The younger generation eats, sleeps and lives
on selfies.

It has become a norm where they will take a
photo of themselves in cafes, in their outfit of the
day, just acting crazy with friends and practically
every moment of their lives are captured with
self-taken photos.

It is amazing that a small state and even
smaller city like George Town can get on the top
10 selfie list (together with Petaling Jaya) as com-
piled by Time magazine.

The trend of selfie has caught on and now,
young people and dignitaries too ask for a selfie
with the Chief Minister.

After all, he is the Chief Minister of the Top
Ten Selfiest City and he usually accommodates
the request whenever possible.

So, what are you waiting for?

Let’s take selfies to keep Penang in the top 10
selfiest cities.

After all, Penang offers many beautiful scenes
for selfies.

The Top Ten Selfiest Cities in the World

1. Makati City and Pasig, Philippines
2. Manhattan, N.Y.

3. Miami, Fla.

4. Anaheim and Santa Ana, Calif.
5. Petaling Jaya, Malaysia

6. Tel Aviv, Israel

7. Manchester, England

8. Milan, Italy

9. Cebu City, Philippines

10. George Town, Malaysia

Cancer survivors give hope

WITH a cheerful voice, Tay Soo Lim called out to
her fellow cancer survivor friends, “Chest out,
tummy in and smile”, during the photography
session at a press conference held on April 2 at
Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital.

Mt. Miriam is organising a Cancer Survivor’s
Day celebration and is calling all cancer survivors
to join in the fun event at Evergreen Laurel Hotel
on May 31 titled “A Shanghai Story”.

Tay, 68, was diagnosed with cancer in 1989 and
subsequently underwent a single mastectomy,
radiotherapy and chemotherapy sessions.

“I'have joined in every single Cancer Survivor’s
Day since 2002. It is important to help each other

stand strong and continue to inspire each other’s
lives. So it is good for cancer survivors, those cur-
rently undergoing treatment and their caregivers
to come together to interact with each other,” she
said.

Organising chairperson Dr. Ho Kean Fatt, who
is the consultant oncologist and radiotherapist, said
the main aim of the Cancer Survivor’s Day is to
gather all cancer survivors to celebrate the resil-
ience of life and witness their journey of battling
cancer.

Those interested to attend the event can call the
Community Relations Dept at 04-892 3999 or
email cr@mountmiriam.com before May 14.

AROUND TOWN

BUSINESS SEMINAR

WomenBizSENSE is organising a business seminar for en-
trepreneurs on April 25 from 9am to Spm at Georgetown City
Hotel. Open to men and women in business, this seminar
focuses on learning and business networking. Speakers in-
clude Maresa Ng, who is a business coach, author and en-
trepreneur from Kuala Lumpur and human resources experts
who will advise on small business HR matters. Four success-
ful entrepreneurs will also inspire you with their stories.Call
Mily Goh at 016-723 8373 for tickets.

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION SESSION

GET your website questions answered when you attend
Redbox Studio’s free “Tech Tuesday” sessions every Tuesday
at Complex USM, Penang. Book your session at www.red-
boxstudio.com/tech-tuesday or call Krista (016 451 9193).

TOWER RUN

THE Komtar Tower Run 2014 will be held on June 4 at
Komtar Tower in Penang. For details and registration, visit
http:// www .komtartowerrun.com.my/ or call Shawn at 012-
4401398.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

HELPA4u, a free email counselling service sponsored by the
Penang Education Council, is recruiting volunteers. Call
04-2273384 (from 1.30pm to 5.30pm on weekdays) or log
on to www.help4u.org.my.

MPPP MEETS THE PEOPLE

THE Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) will hold its
monthly meet-the-people session on April 18 from 3pm to
Spm at Level 4, Komtar. The public can lodge complaints
and give suggestions to the council officers on duty.

HERITAGE HUNT

RAPID Penang is holding the “Green to Heritage Hunt” on
April 12, from 7am to 3pm with the starting point at Youth
Park. It is limited to 20 teams (four members each). Partici-
pants have to be aged 16 and above. Registration fee is
RM160 per team. Log on to www.rapidpg.com.my for reg-
istration forms.

FREE HEALTH SEMINAR

ADVENTIST Hospital Penang is organising a free health
seminar titled “Timeless Nutrition For Healthy Children &
Understanding Children’s Emotional Needs”. It will be held
on April 26, from 4.30pm to 6.30pm at the Dewan Advent-
ist, 160, Burmah Road (Burmah Road-Tavoy Road Junction,
near Union Primary School). Enquiries can be directed to
sdacpenang@gmail.com

RUN FOR CLEFT

UNIVERSITI Sains Malaysia is holding the “Run For Cleft
2014” charity event on April 26 at 6.30am at its Kubang
Kerian, Kelantan, campus. Fees are RM 15 for children and
RM20 for adults. A sum of RMS5 from each registration will
be donated to Cleft Lip and Palate Association of Kelantan.
To register, call Fasya at 013-3232743, Akmar at 012-
2579681 or Azizah at 017-6311006.

YOGA CLASSES

THE Hindu Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga classes
every Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the Hindu Mahajana
Sangam, Gandhiji Ashram at 674, Jalan Kebun Bunga. Call
Raju at 016-4351211 for details.
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IWA gives back to society

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

THE International Women’s As-
sociation, Penang Branch (IWA)
recently held a press conference
to present monetary support to
four non-profit organisations.

The press conference was
held with help from the office of
state exco member for Welfare,
Caring Society and Environ-
ment, Phee Boon Poh, on March
28 at Komtar.

The four organisations which
received cheques from IWA
Penang were Charis Hospice, an
organisation that gives free pal-
liative homecare to cancer pa-
tients, Silver Jubilee Home, an
old folks home, the National Council of Women’s
Association Malaysia and the Ramakrishna Ashrama
orphanage.

A total of RM18 000 was given out, with Charis
Hospice receiving RM3 000 to aid their renovation
efforts for its new premises in Paya Terubong, Silver
Jubilee Home getting RM3 000 to help cover medica-
tion costs, the National Council of Women’s Associa-
tion Malaysia RM6 000 to help fund its Anti Human
Trafficking Programme in Penang and Ramakrishna

(From right) Fox, Phee, IWA’s Sandie Lenton and Judith Ellidge with rep-
resentatives from the four organisations.

Ashrama received RM6 000 for its”’Sponsor a Child
Programme”.

Marlene Fox, vice-president of IWA Penang, said
this was one way that the organisation helps and gives
back to the community that they’ve embraced as their
own.

“IWA is heavily involved in community services
projects within Penang, especially those associated
with women and children. We support these charities
with our fund-raising efforts and a strong volunteer
programme,” she added.

Ship on humanitarian mission

Story by Nazleen Najeeb

THEY have been cruising the high
seas for 10 years reaching out and
bringing hope to communities in
some far-flung island.

The Vega, a vessel full of hope,
distributes medical supplies and
educational materials to remote
areas where no one would desire
to drop by.

Covering Banda Islands, Ay
Island, Nila Island, Rhun Island
and many more deserted commu-
nities in the islands off the coast
of Timor Leste and Eastern Indo-
nesia, it has brought hope and a glint in the eye of these
islanders who grapple daily with their humble lives.

The quest has not ceased and the ship logs up 7,000
miles yearly, loading up supplies up to 25 tonnes per
trip.

Upon Penang’s first Vega Open House on March 22,
Captain Shane Granger and partner Meggi Macoun
plus the crew were given a warm welcome by Betty
Chew, the Chief Minister’s wife, and members of the
Wanita Mutiara Association.

Chew praised the Vega team for their humanitarian

Shane and Meggi on the beautiful 122-year-old mission ship.

endeavours.

“We began by helping in education but soon realised
that medical attention was vital indeed,” explained
Meggi, adding that qualified Indonesian doctors will
follow them to do training for the traditional midwives
apart from conducting check-ups and distributing
medical equipment.

Astonishingly, their effort has seen the infant mortal-
ity rate dropping by 50%.

After 10 days in Penang, Vega and its crew left for
Singapore.

Managing
solid waste

Story by Caleb Yeoh

TACKLING the problem of proper waste
management is part of Penang’s mantra of
a “Cleaner, Greener, Healthier and Safer
Penang”.

As of late, a few avenues have been initi-
ated in line with proper disposal of waste and
trash.

Some notable initiatives include the Pen-
ang International Green Carnival which is
set to return in September and strong efforts
from Permatang Nibong on the mainland,
working directly with the Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP) to cultivate a
Zero waste community.

Falling in line with the flow of events in
regards to ultimately, a greener and healthi-
er Penang, the National Seminar on Environ-
ment and Solid Waste Management was held
at Cititel on March 31 and April 1, focusing
on sharing ideas and exchanging experi-
ences among various state councillors and
government officers on the issue of solid
waste management.

Speaking at the seminar, state exco mem-
ber for Welfare, Caring Society and Environ-
ment Phee Boon Poh presented two initia-
tives that Penang will implement to help
better the current solid waste management
situation.

Firstly, the state aims to initiate waste
segregation into different categories to help
the state better collect and dispose of waste
as well as help the state save money as there
will be less waste to deal with.

“This segregation would start at the
source, including homes and factories and
will begin by the end of the year. This process
will take up some time as factors like cost,
charges and collection systems must be care-
fully drawn up,” Phee said.

Also, another step the Penang government
will be implementing is the recruitment of
workers to take care of the landfill at Pulau
Burung.

Phee said that this step helps everyone as
it helps manage the landfill and provide bet-
ter and more secure working prospects for
these people who already are collecting re-
cyclable items from the landfill illegally.

“They will need to register and then be
taken into a private company that will be
working with the state on solid waste man-
agement,” Phee added.
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Start now for future we want

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

“CREATE the future we want to see. What
we visualise today - a cleaner, greener,
healthier and safer Penang may only be re-
alised in 2025 but it is important to have
foresight and envisage and create the future
together,” exco member for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and Flood Miti-
gation Chow Kon Yeow said during the tree
planting at Lebuh Bukit Kecil Neighbour-
hood Park.

Sixty trees were planted as part of the
WWF Earth Hour 2014 event with the theme

This is the first time World Wide Fund for
Nature - Malaysia (WWF-Malaysia) col-
laborated with the state government to en-
gage thousands of people in Penang to
participate in Earth Hour.

Four endangered tree species, Anisoptera
scaplula, Cratoxylum cochinchinese, Fir-
maiana malayana and Fagrea auriculata,
were planted. Also at the ceremony were
WWEF-Malaysia’s Yeoh Lin Lin and Yeap
Chong Wei.

The trees, provided by the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP), cost RM20,000
for 90 trees, the remainder of which will be
planted at other locations identified by

MPPP MPPP’s workers tending to the newly-planted trees to ensure they thrive

”T Will If You Will” pledge.

Penangites observe Earth Hour

PENANG went almost dark for
one hour from 8.30pm on March
29 when the state marked Earth
Hour, a global environmental
initiative with World Wide Fund
(WWEF) during which individu-
als, businesses, government and
communities switch off their
lights for one hour.

The 3.5km night walk along
George Town’s Heritage Trail
was attended by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng and flagged off
by exco member Chow Kon
Yeow.

The walk for Mother Nature
was made more memorable
when it rained. Participants
were not the least deterred by the
shower but instead welcomed
the respite after the long dry
spell.

Over 2,000 people took part
and spotted among them was Yip
Hin Kok who was part of Osram
Opto Semiconductors (M) Sdn
Bhd’s 90-member team.

Yip was accompanied by his family including
his three-year-old daughter. “In previous years, I
also observed Earth Hour at home by switching
off the lights, but this year I am joining my col-
leagues for a walk instead,” Yip said.

Pledges came in from all walks of life to ob-
serve Earth Hour 60+ where the plus sign signifies
60 minutes and beyond.

Young children gave funny and cute suggestions
on saving the environment like “watch less TV”,
“sleep without aircond” and a couple, Gregory
Warrier and his wife Lucille Dass, quipped that
they will bathe together to save water.

Chow, who had earlier pledged that he will
join the walk if WWF can get 1,000 people to

Chow (right) flagging off the walk while WWF-Malaysia’s Con-
servation Director, Dr. Sundari Ramakrishna, and Penang Island
Municipal Council secretary Ang Aing Thye look on.

participate, sportingly walked along in the rain as
the target exceeded to 2,000.

“I said ‘I will if you will’ and today, we are
happy that there are 2,000 caring people,” Chow
said.

A minute’s silence was also observed by the
walkers before they began for the families of
MH370.

Although it was a lights-off event, the area in
the Esplanade was carnival-like with a concert,
performance by Soka Gakkai Malaysia and people
had a good time taking photos with the WWF
panda mascot and even taking selfie pictures with
the Chief Minister when he arrived to switch on
the lights.

and green the earth in future.

Penang’s book lovers

PENANGITES were proven to be book lovers when over
60,000 people thronged the Big Bad Wolf (BBW) Books
Sale at the Penang Times Square recently.

Although the target was 50,000, as at March 28, the num-
bers have exceeded 60,000 with three more days to go before
the sale ends.

BookXcess also topped up another 100,000 books making
it 600,000 books on sale at exceptionally low prices.

Buletin Mutiara visited BBW to find out the response to
the book donation drive called "’Little Red Readerhood”.

BBW and Hong Leong Bank each donated 500 books to
the Penang State Library.

Members of the public also had the opportunity to do a
good cause by buying books and donating them to the library.

Book prices were as low as RM3 and BBW had a section
of selected children’s books which generous individuals can
buy and contribute to the library.

“Overall, the response has been very encouraging here in
Penang. Last year, we got about 30,000 visitors but this year,
the numbers have more than doubled. This shows that the
people have a need to get affordably-priced books. Thanks
to the support of Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and the state
government, there is more awareness of our book sales this
year. Our books are priced at 75% to even 95% off the normal
retail prices and hence, people snapped them up,” said Andrew
Yap, managing director of BookXcess.

Visitors to the BBW book sale browsing through the thou-
sands of books available at bargain prices.
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Puspanita aid for
four charity groups

A TOTAL of four Islamic religious organisa-
tions received RM3,000 each from the Asso-
ciation of the wives and women members of
the Malaysian civil service (Puspanita) at the
Komtar auditorium recently.

Its president, Puan Sri Rohani Abdullah,
presented the cheque to Madrasah Irshad Al-
Ashraf Al-Wataniah, Ma’ahad Tahfiz Al-Quran
Kusyfu Al-Ulum, Ma’ahad Tahfiz Sirajul Quran
and Sekolah Sinar Harapan, besides donating a
walking frame and wheelchair for the use of
members in the Puspahome.

Started in March 1983, Puspanita’s mission,
besides its charity work, is to empower women
to take a leading role in the nation’s develop-
ment.

Also present at the event were State Secretary
and Puspanita Penang adviser Datuk Farizan
Darus and Puspanita Penang chairman Datin
Hamidah Mat Daud.

Puspanita members will continue to contribute to the community.

Orchids steal the limelight No more ‘reserving’ of parking space

Story by
Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by

Law Suun Ting

TRADERS and
shop owners who
“reserve” parking
lots in front of their
premises have been
issued a stern warn-
ing — stop your ac-
tions or face action.

These errant

Rashid and his wife admiring some of the orchids on display.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

IT was a world of orchids when Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon, who is also exco member for
Industrial Development & International Trade, Co-operatives
& Community Relations and Entrepreneur Development,
organised the Trade and Flora (Orchid) 2014 Carnival at the
Seberang Jaya Expo site from March 26 - 30.

It was held to give space to horticulturists and landscap-
ing companies to exhibit, sell and promote their products to
the local market. The carnival offered not only orchids but
entertained visitors with a myriad of entertainment for all
ages. A magic show, religious songs, boria, colouring contest,
karaoke contest and others drew over 5,000 visitors to the
event.

premises operators
place tables, traffic
cones, chairs and
other items to block
motorists from
parking in the lots.

On March 28,
more than 15 en-
forcement officers from the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP) conducted an op-
eration to put a stop to these actions.

Led by municipal councillor Dr Tan Kim
Hooi, who is also the alternate chairman of
enforcement and education, the enforcement
team covered Jalan Penang, Lebuh Cecil, Jalan
C.Y Choy and also the Little India area and
seized various items used to “reserve” the park-
ing lots.

awareness.

Dr Tan showing the pamphlet he has been handing out for public

“We have to take action after receiving sev-
eral complaints and this is a part of our aware-
ness campaign,” said Dr Tan, explaining that
offenders can be compounded RM30 for their
act and any repeat offence could lead to RM500
penalty.

The public is advised to lodge complaints to
the council’s hotline at 04-2291179/2637637
or email aduan@mppp.gov.my if they encoun-
ter any such illegal act.
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Disparity in house prices questioned

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

STATE Exco for Town and Country Planning and Housing Jagdeep
Singh Deo has called on Putrajaya to explain the difference in the prices
of low-cost units in the National Housing Policy and the MyHome scheme.

He said under the MyHome scheme, low-cost houses are priced be-
tween RM80,000 and RM 120,000 each, while under the National Hous-
ing Policy, low-cost houses are only priced at RM42,000.

“I will be writing to the Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan about the price matter,” he
told a press conference in Komtar following a front page report in an
English daily recently.

Jagdeep added that he wants to know if the price of low-cost housing
has gone up.

He said the price of a low-cost unit at RM80,000 under the MyHome
scheme was even higher than the price of a low-medium cost unit of
RM72,500 under the National Housing Policy.

Jagdeep said he welcomed the MyHome scheme, but the difference in
the pricing has to be given serious attention since those who intend to
buy houses under this scheme will be greatly affected.

“The scheme is offering 10,000 units of affordable homes nationwide
and I would like to know how many units will be built in Penang,” he
said.

It was reported that the scheme, announced by Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Najib Razak last year, consists of a RM300 million incentive al-

location offering 10,000 units of affordable housing nationwide. File pix of Penang low cost flats.

Gangster contractors’ to be blacklisted

STATE exco for Town & Country Plan-
ning, Housing Jagdeep Singh Deo said
Penang will blacklist any developers
found to be ‘joining hands’ with ‘’gang-
ster contractors” who instigate house
buyers into engaging them for renova-
tions.

He added the state government has ar-
ranged to meet with the Penang Police
chief to crack down on the group to crack
down on the group allegedly intimidating
and threatening new home buyers into
engaging their services, especially in high
rise projects.

“We will not tolerate this. If we find
any developer involved in designating
these gangster contractors to instigate and
threaten home buyers into booking their
renovation services at their projects, we
will not hesitate to blacklist the devel-
oper,” said Jagdeep at a press conference
at Komtar recently.

He commented that he had lately re-
ceived complaints from home buyers who
claimed they were threatened for not
engaging the project’s designated contrac-
tor to undertake renovation works on their
newly completed apartment units.

“These house owners fear for their
safety as they had been threatened,” he
said.

This is not the first time such incidents
took place, and Jagdeep admitted that it
has been going on for years in other resi-
dential high rise projects in the state.

Such cases involve “designated” con-
tractors who set up temporary stations at
newly completed apartments and suppos-
edly coerce home buyers planning to
renovate their units to use their services.

Home buyers who appoint their own
contractors will be forced to either pay a
“fee” or to buy renovation supplies such
as cement and tiles from them.

“I have said this before, there is noth-
ing in the law that requires home buyers
to take up renovation packages if they
don’t want to and this most definitely is
not in any sales and purchase agreement,”
Jagdeep said.

He called on all home buyers who faced
similar issues at their apartments to lodge
police reports against the errant contrac-
tors.

“This is criminal intimidation and har-
assment. The police can take action
against them,” he said.

He added the state will urge the police
to act sternly against these contractors
while the state government will check to
ensure the developers are not joining
hands with these contractors.

Jagdeep says police can act in this matter.
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Young tennis talents in battle

PENANG is the venue for the 4th Penang Asian
Under-14 Tennis Championship. The event is de-
signed to assist in the development and promotion
of tennis in the Asian region and its goal is to struc-
ture a programme that can be built on for the future
of Asian tennis and encourage excitement and devel-
opment among young tennis enthusiasts.

Several young Malaysians and especially Penan-
gites took part in the championship which was held
from April 2 to 6. Among the notable young Malay-
sians are Naufal Siddiq Kamaruzzaman, Darshan
Suresh and Shamirul Sharil Mohd. Adam Das who
holds the No 1 national ranking. For the girls, the
national No 1 Suhana Sofia Mohd. Adam Das took
part with Elysia Wan to compete with other players
from other countries.

“Ninety boys and girls from 15 countries are tak-
ing part this year, with 30 of them from Malaysia.
They will get exposure to compete with foreign
players with high ranking. In a way, we reduce the
financial burden of these players’ parents because
we bring the championship to their doorstep here in

Malaysia,” said tournament director Francis Su at a
press conference on March 26.
For the results and more photos, go to Penang press time.

The players gathered at the Penang Sports Club where the championship is held for a group photo.

Lawn Tennis Association website at http://www.
penanglta.com/ as the results are not available at

Penang Hill Heritage Challenge
to be an annual event

Participants of the Penang Hill Heritage Challenge being flagged off at

7am.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE Penang Hill Heritage Chal-
lenge, organised by Penang Hill
Corporation (PHC), will be slotted
as an annual sporting activity in ef-
forts to promote Penang Hill as a
tourist attraction.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who is PHC chairman, said this re-
cently during the event which at-
tracted some 500 entries to climb the
11km distance to the hill resort.

“Next year, I am positive that the
event will continue to be organised
apart from having more entries,”

Lim said.

Meanwhile, in the Men’s Open
Category, Fred Bariso from Nigeria
came out the winner in a time of 46
minutes and 40 seconds, with Enore
Kipchir and Rubburnkumar in sec-
ond and third place respectively.

For the Women’s Open, the
champion, Jacline Nzivo, came
home in 56 minutes and five seconds
followed by Viola Kimeli (second)
and Carolyne Chepkwony (third).

Among the 50 lucky draw prizes
at the event were the two main
prizes of a Honda motorcycle worth
RM4,000 and a Giant mountain bi-
cycle worth RM3,000.

Cycling event slots filled

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

ALTHOUGH the
closing date for the
6th edition of “Cam-
paign For A Lane”
(CFAL) bicycle event
is April 15, cyclists
had snapped up all the
4,000 slots by April 1.

It is not surprising
as the CFAL is a
much-awaited event
amongst cycling en-
thusiasts.

Beginning in 2010
with only 1,500 cy-

clists, the number of A map of the 82km route which the cyclists will take.

participants has in-
creased yearly.

Organised by G Club Penang and sup-
ported by the Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP), the organising commit-
tee said safety reasons allow them to
accept only 4,000 cyclists for the 82km
round Penang island ride.

Kenny Theng, the organising chair-
man, said: “The police and MPPP are
helping us and 4,000 is the maximum we
can manage.”

Over RM60,000 worth of lucky draw
prizes await winners, including two bi-
cycles worth RM 18,000 and RM 11,000
each.

Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
will flag off the event on Aug 17 at 7am

and the cyclists are expected to take five
hours to complete the course.

CFAL’s mission is to campaign for a
bicycle lane and also to create awareness
for motorists to share the road with cy-
clists.

Dr. Lim Seh Guan, chairman of G
Club, said: “Back in 2008, riding a bicy-
cle in town was a very scary experience.
That’s why we requested the Chief Min-
ister to make Penang cyclist friendly.
There have been improvements over the
years and now people are more aware and
share the roads with cyclists. Ultimately,
we hope to have a bicycle lane all over
the state.”
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Appreciation
for senior citizens

Story by Danny Ooi

FIFTY senior citizens from the Little
Sisters of the Poor (home for the el-
derly) at Lorong Batu Lanchang each
received RM 100 at a function organised
by the Air Itam constituency recently.

Air Itam assemblymember Wong
Hon Wai and his team handed over the
funds under the state’s senior citizens
appreciation programme.

In his speech, Wong said the pro-
gramme was started by the state govern-
ment in 2009, to appreciate the contri-
bution of senior citizens to society and
the country.

“For the year 2014, the programme
has been carried out from March 8 till
March 21 at various Maybank branch-
es in the state,” he added.

Wong said this programme has run
smoothly and for those who have not
received the voucher, a second distribu-
tion will be carried out later this year.

Wong handing over the money to Lita, 104, the eldest resident of the Little
Sisters of the Poor in Batu Lanchang.

33 benefit from zakat
distribution in Pulau Betong

Story and pix by Mark James

A TOTAL of 33 residents in the Pulau Betong district
received zakat aid during a small yet meaningful cere-
mony conducted by the Pulau Betong Village Develop-
ment and Security Committee (JKKK) and Dr. Afif
Bahardin, state exco for Agriculture & Agro-Based
Industry, Rural Development and Health.

Each of the receipients received a 10kg bag of rice,
cooking oil, eggs, bread, rice vermicelli and various
cooking sauces.

Haris Mat Jam, the committee chairman, said the
distribution of the zakat will go a long way in supple-
menting the daily costs of the villagers there who are

mostly fishermen and farmers.

“Last month, 25 people benefited from the zakat
distribution. This month that number grew to 33. It is
our hope that all those in need in Pulau Betong and
Balik Pulau will receive this aid,” he added.

Afif then informed the people that the state govern-
ment is working hard to improve the quality of life and
to promote development in rural areas.

“Sometimes entrepreneurs want to start projects but
lack the capital to do so. We have introduced a new
scheme; Program Usahawan Tani Muda (Young Farm-
ing Entrepreneurs Scheme) whereby those under 40
years of age can apply for a microcredit loan which they
can use to sustaine their agricultural projects,” he said.

Thumbs up from recipients of zakat distribution in Pulau Betong.

Fire causes
RM20,000
in losses

Members of the fire department putting
out the fire at Charlemange’s home.

Story by Caleb Yeoh

TANJUNG Bungah state assemblymem-
ber Teh Yee Cheu recently donated
RM1,000 to fire victim Charlemange
Cheryl who lost almost everything when
fire engulfed her rented house in Jalan
Chee Seng 11, Tanjong Bunga on March
25 at 3pm.

The money was given through Koay
Seng Lye, chairman of Taman Sri Setia
Village Development and Security Com-
mittee (JKKK).

Charlemange, 59, an executive secre-
tary with the Penang Bar Council, was
out working when the fire started.

She received a call from her sister
regarding the fire and quickly rushed
home.

Charlemange’s neighbours also quick-
ly alerted the Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment.

“I lost all my important documents.
This rented house is about 50 to 60 years
old. The circuit box had to be changed
three times and the wiring here is very
old too,” she said.

According the her police report, about
50% of the house was badly burnt and
the estimated loss is about RM20,000.
All her electrical appliances were dam-
aged during the fire department’s rescue
effort.

The fire department is still investigat-
ing the cause of the fire.



T letir
YA SASETEE &8

April 1 - 15,2014

Remembering a
medical legend

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

BORN in Penang, saved thousands of lives in Harbin,
China, the first Malaysian (Malayan) to be nominated
for the Nobel Prize in Medicine in 1935 and finally re-
membered in his homeland in Penang as the internation-
ally acclaimed plague fighter - Dr. Wu Lien Teh.

On March 9, the 150th anniversary of his birth on
March 10, 1879, Dr. Wu Lien-Teh finally had a bronze
bust unveiled at the Penang Medical College to remem-
ber his deeds.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng joined his family
members at the college grounds to unveil the bronze
bust presented by The First Affiliated Hospital of Harbin
Medical University.

“We are extremely honoured to receive this one and
only bronze bust of Dr. Wu as a gift to the people of
Penang. It is hoped that this bust will not only keep his
legacy alive but also serve as a continuous reminder
of his heroic contributions and commitment to social
and scientific progress,” Lim said during the historic
ceremony.

Back in the early 1900s, after completing his studies
in Medicine at Cambridge University, Dr. Wu returned
to Malaya with the goal to contribute to his home
country.

However, he suffered from the two-tier medical sys-
tem in British colonies whereby a non-British national
can neither hold the highest possible rank in medical
service nor be recognised as a specialist.

As with most Penangites and their strong fighting
spirit, Dr. Wu did not give up.

He turned his focus to campaign for anti-gambling
and anti-opium causes.

He then left Malaya in 1906 after accepting an invita-
tion from the Grand Councillor Yuan Shikai of the Qing
Dynasty in Beijing to assume the post of Vice-Director
of the Imperial Army Medical
College in Tianjin.

During his time in China, he
was sent to Harbin to investi-
gate the mysterious pneumonic
plague that claimed over 60,000
lives.

Dr. Wu was said to have
single-handedly overcome the
plague and saved thousands of
lives.

Some of the methods he
adopted were quarantine sta-
tions and cremation of the dead.

He also managed to set up
numerous hospitals and labora-
tories which eventually stopped
the plague in 1911.

He later became responsible
for stamping out the malaria
epidemic of 1919 and the recur-
rence of the plague in 1921.

Dr. Marie Lee (right) admiring the bust of her grand-
father which was unveiled recently.

after his return to Malaya in 1937, he will now be re-
membered.

Visitors can go to the Penang Medical College and
see the bronze bust of this medical pioneer.

To celebrate his heroic achievements, the state gov-
ernment through the Penang Institute held a Com-
memorative Symposium as well as gathering his family
members for a glittering dinner.

Although Dr. Wu was virtu- A section of the guests gathered to celebrate the unveiling of the bronze
ally unknown in his homeland bust at Penang Medical College.

A granddaughter recalls...

Dr Wu and his lovely wife.

MARIE Lee was dressed in bright yellow with
matching yellow handbag, complementing the
bright sunny day when her grandfather was
honoured as a Penang hero.

Armed with a camera, Marie went around the
grounds of Penang Medical College to snap
pictures of the bronze bust of Dr. Wu Lien-Teh,
her relatives and even the Chief Minister of
Penang.

Looking cheerful and friendly, Marie struck
up a conversation with Buletin Mutiara’s Chan
Lilian.

Dr. Marie Lee, Ed. D. is the Director of East/
West Child Research & Development Centre.

Marie recollected memories of her grandfa-
ther.

“I was only 8 years old when my father passed
away. Grandpa came to Shanghai and wanted to
bring me and my brother to Malaya. But I told
him that I will only follow if Mama goes with
us. However, my Mama chose to stay in Shang-
hai. My father had two wives. So we lost contact
for some years. However, I did visit my grandpa
here in Malaya.”

Marie also recalled some uncanny coinci-
dences.

“I have never met my father’s other children.
However, one day, one of my staff told me that
I resemble someone named Ruth who is also in
the same profession as me - childhood research.
I asked her what Ruth’s surname was and was
surprised to find out that it is Wu. > Marie said.

Marie eventually met up with her sibling.

It seems that Dr. Wu Lien-Teh’s offspring too
had followed his footsteps and become doctors.

One of Dr. Wu’s grandsons, Dr. John Wu, is
a dentist in Sydney. Both Dr. John Wu and Dr.
Marie Lee were part of Dr. Wu Lien-Teh 50
relatives who shared the proud moment of seeing
Dr. Wu Lien-Teh’s bronze bust unveiled and they
attended a glittering dinner apart from visiting
various parts of Penang where Dr Wu once lived.

Dr. Wu was educated at the Penang Free
School and according to records, he bought a
house at Jalan Chor Sin Kheng in Air Itam and
planned to live there. However, he died in 1960
at the age of 81.
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Komtar:L4, ICT, Phase 1B, Level 4 Komtar, Jalan Penang:

Bayan Baru: i-Avenue, No.1-1-16 and 1-1-17, Medan Kampung
Relau 1;

Rifle Range: No.36, JIn Padang Tembak;

Balik Pulau: 1346, Jalan Sungai Pinang;

Perai Complex: No.1111, Tingkat Perusahaan 6-D,
Kawasan Perusahaan Perai iv;

Taman Selat: No.77, Taman Selat, Luar,

Butterworth;

Jalan Bagan

Kepala Batas:2160, Kompleks Pentadbiran Bertam, Jalan
Bertam 1;

Bukit Mertajam: Wisma Hock Teik, 1778, Jalan Ciku; and
Jawi: Kompleks PBAPP Jawi, Jalan Changkat
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH PENAGA PENAGA
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04-829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osmo{q 013-499 5068
limguaneng@penang.gov.m ridwan wan48@yahoo.com
PANTAI JEREJAK BERTA BERTA
YB Sh f | Azhar Oth T) 012 - 411 4690 A |s Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
JB Hafimond. Rashid Hasnon (1) 04 - 646 4700 shariful AzharGthmean (O3 8588 || Aroisoninbay! Razak
AERSS T8 Datok Hoi Rasien Said T) 04 - 398 3555 s e 019-437 2887
| n ain = -,
e e B eI )@= s U Al RosEn 59 ({84358 hadiputrass@yahon.com
PADANG KOTA PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
T T Py YB Omar Abd. Hamid {B 81—%;% 12%8 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m [F; 04 -226 0218 - arshad.saleh@yahoo.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
$€gjc%ﬁlko%ul TS e ﬂ 04 - 426 1948 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Zoﬁoglggj\a?h% 019-507 3828
bdmalk@ F) 04 - 626 5496 Zahadiaeyahoo.com
:Aer:rj /JERK:ATI.O —— LEBLSKtALRJTAhWARH id T) 04 - 35] 2873 TrLoK AIR‘T"W\"fo‘R 019-4337119
I mi = =
YB Lim Hock Seng [T; 04-3317175 ioho%%arﬁid?@gm%il.com H 04 - 351 4389 N(?f,@? ;%%%ﬂ%commy 7
limhockseng@penang.gov.m F) 04-3317175
BATU LANCHANG SUNG}A”(ACHEH d Zak T) 04 - 593 3100 ﬁ/'ijNhGAl AC'::IIEEI ak 013-597 6478
M Z i = ohammad Raz L
YB Law Heng Kiang [T; 04 -282 6419 é%%%q%hmgdgbjmo%r%lrguo.comm H 04 - 593 9529
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 282 6419
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
SUNGAI PUYU YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Asnah Hashim 019-472 6956
Y% Phge BoonhF:Qhenonq o m o% - %‘%20 %%% asnah45@hotmail. my
oonponw . . A =
ghggboongoh@oohoo.com . (F) 04-2618745 ‘?gLfc\‘uthEJn%'gﬁor'd saad e E?L&gggTﬁgﬁ smail e
: B .
%‘I():ﬁNG Lé\LANG (T) 04- 530 3028 ’ H 04 - 866 4202 tughismail@yahoo.com
o o0 i TELUK BAHANG
chong.eng@penang.gov.m e Haatan Ayoob {R 04866 1760 Dato" Haji Abdul Holim Hussain 019-480 9599
DATO’ KERAMAT - abdulhalimhussain@gmail.com
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO T) 04 - 226 2464
iaqd(:legepii%%hggo@penanq.qovAm [F; 04 - 227 2464 . .
SEBERANG JAYA 1) 043505109 Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam
YB Dr. Afif Bahardi
BUKI; T/:;ABZNW - POLIS & AMBULANS 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
) i BOMBA 994 04-398 8809
oSS, o gov.my 1) 04285 Oake DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
AR TAM OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
YB Wong Hon Wai ET; 04 - 828 0926 PENYELAMAT 991 PUSAT INFO PELANCONG 04-261 4461
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 828 0926 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
BERAPIT BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
YB Okn fKOK,Fooi (T) 04 - 5308476 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) 82%{;@ 237;
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m NEGER' JAMBATAN PP _ 74]
YMBALC:HII\('#\Q EUBOK 0013399 0519 KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
Hlec/5@gmail com GREARE INFORMAS| PENERANGAN 04443 0473 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
A (1) 04899 9581 WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK
damemmmgw_feh@c,ma,-,_com Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Selbberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
AW EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 83—%2} ‘]5}8&]3
; SOCSO 04-238 9888 -
Lip Ch T) 04- 594 1163
Sonm@naime. com (1) 04 - %54 3163 JABATAN BURUH 04-262 5536
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
D n St B
@ .com -
- PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy m 04 - 323 5870 PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS
atana@first.net.my F) 04 - 323 5870
KEBUN BUNGA N1 Penaga :019 - 409 5922 - Shukri N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
YB Cheah Kah Peng ET; 04 -826 5451 N2 Bertam :019 - 593 3736 - Fatimah Beng
kebunbungaz4@gmail.com £ 04 - 826 5451 N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
SUNGAI BAKAP Tunggal Bunga Eong
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee [T; 04 - 582 7549 N4 Pemmatang :019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza N25 Pulau Tikus :017 - 956 3237 - Quah
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com F) 04 - 582 8648 Berqngon . N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
KOMTAR N5 Sungai Dua :013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man Chee
YB Teh LaiHeng m 04 - 227 7068 Né Telok Air : 019 - 433 7464 - Mat Zahir N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin
komtarN28@gmail.com F) 04 - 227 7068 Tawar Kota Keat
PAYA TERUBONG N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee N28 KOMTAR  :012 - 423 3227 - Beniji Ang
YBYeohSootin (T) 04 - 827 8868 N8 ?agqnl 1013 - 449 0366 - {eap Choon N29 Datok - 017 - 480 7417 - Varinder
clemenfyeoh@hoimai.com erma eong Keramat 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan :
PULAU TIKUS N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Shuen
YB Yap Soo Huey ; T) 04 - 226 5217 Dalam .
apsoohueydap@gmail.com [F; 04-227 5217 N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati N31 E:;'tgng ! 04-262 5419 BROEE
PERMATANG PASIR Jaya Mohd. Iskander Lancang
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man ET; 04 - 398 4226 N11Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
adunptgpasir@gmail.com F) 04 - 398 4226 . Pasir 082 - g;g gg?g - goﬂi . 012 - 5242549 el
N12 Penanti : - - Rodzi q
BUKIT TENGAH ] - . - -
YB Ong Chin Wen [T; 04 - 508 3977 N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim N33 Ainliam : 8::2 ) 2;28;32 ) .Il‘:r?eei
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com F) 04 - 508 3677 017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee 4 2012 -484 1963 -T H
PENANTI N14Machang 012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin N3 'T’gr)‘”%ong §012 - " [oon Hoon
YB Norlela Ariffi T) 04 - 5222916 Bubu 12 - 47 - Ikhwan .
norle?é%ﬁfﬁrﬂé\/lgmoil.com E ;04 5212915 N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan 016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai N35Batu Uban : 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
Y8 Lim Siow Khirm ‘ 00089 N16 Perai : 04 - 399 6689 - Selvi 016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com N17 Bukit " :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun - 0}):. - 222 if;%oo - SAC:F#);Q
Tenga antai : - - Ali
¥8 Dr. T Jayabalan | Gl (3505 05 N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany Jerejak Shamsudin
LS B e (1) 54~ 26 g9 | 017-378 4448 -Khor N7 Batu 019 - 498 109¢ - Amirulzaman
N19 Jawi :017 - 784 - ul Halim aung - - Danny Ho
SERI DELIMA . il 4
3 i i ) 012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor N38 Bayan :016 - 599 2918 - Saifullizan
e ok Rayer a/l Raicl 1) 0425 ae N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana Lepas _
O e 0 = 2 Bakap (012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah N39 Pulau :012 - 422 4935 - Zulkiflee
dappg@streamyx.com fF; 04-2288514 N21 iucr;‘ge?: 1012 - 679 4704 - Yaser N40 ?eliolgg 017 - 413 5695 Johan
elo : - -
PAS PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 575 5584 N22 Tanjong : 012 - 465 0021 - Tina Bahang
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MPSP 2014 MPPP 2014
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 MPPP 04 - 259 2020
Tan Hooi Peng (DAP) 012 - 498 6212
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) 012 - 552 4791 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
(DAP)
Chandrasekeran o/l S. 012 - 5619870 Olig) A T [IDAF) U2 =210 6565
Maniam (DAP) Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
e e Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 -457 1271
ov.m Sukumar a/l Subramaniam 019 - 4422113
DAP
Loh Joo Huat (DAP) 012- 4221133 (DAP) -
. Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) | 012 - 423 9143
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my - =
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019-411 5598 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP)
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012-4017718 Mohd Hariszuan Jaharudin -~ | 013 - 379 6019
(DAP)
Michael Tan Cheong Heng 012-487 3101 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
(DAP) (PKR)
Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 Qe [P
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
H'ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 (83
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 945 9621
PKR
M.Satees (DAP) 016 - 438 4767 (PKR) -
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
PKR
Chong Pei Pei (DAP) 012-4767729 (PKR)
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 - 4708811
Chik (PKR)
Ong Eu Leong (PKR) 010-7700508 Lim Boon Beng (PKR) 012 - 564 4400
Nur Zarina Zakaria (PKR) 011-1578 5098
Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki (PKR) 017 - 409 7702 Iszuree Ibrahim 016 - 443 3205
(PAS)
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) 013 - 489 3227 Mhd Nasir Yahya (PAS) 012 - 402 6739
Dr. Lim Mah Hui(NGO) 012 - 422 1880
Shafigah Shobha Abdullah | 016 - 496 1659 Eric Lim Seng Keat (NGO) 016 -414 3428
(PKR) Aidi Akhbal Mohd Zainon 012 - 464 3004
(NGO)
Rajasegar a/l Govindasamy [ 019 - 411 7051 Mohd Foaz Hamid 016 - 4222225
(PKR) (NGO)
Zulkifii Ibrahim (PKR) 018-576 1622 BULE'"N MUT'ARA
) B Tingkat 47, Komtar,
Zulkiefly Saad (PKR) 013 - 436 2848 70503 Penang
Phone : 04-650 5468 | Fax : 04-261 5923
Mohd Rizal Abd Hamid (PKR) | 012 - 424 3878 Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
Keep yourself updated through SMS blast,
Ho Leng Hong (PKR) 017 - 487 2767 Type “ADD ME” and send to 010 333 1758
EDITORIAL
Omar Hassan (PAS) 019 - 571 8031 Editor

Ahmad Kaswan Kassim
(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov.

my

019 - 408 4899

Wong Chee Keet
(NGO)

012 - 4511312

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta
(NGO)
[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

Ahmad Tarmizi Abdullah
(NGO)

013 - 414 4822
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Kalendar Pelancongan
Pulau Pinang April 2014

12hb - 13hb April

Penang World Music Festival
2:00 ptg - 12:00 tgh mim
Quarry Park, Botanical Garden

From: Rod Symington
Date: 28 March, 2014 4:20:34 pm GMT+8

Subject: Penang
Dear Thomas:

Congratulations on having staged a wonderful event in
Penang! I have been travelling the world in the service of
squash for 30 years and have rarely seen a tournament that so
well organised and so well presented. The two main people I
dealt with, Linda and Aaron, did a great job. The entire event
was an unqualified success.

I can also tell you that in my particular area, the refereeing,
everything was top-class. I assessed every referee on every
match, and the standard of refereeing was uniformly excellent.
This was an excellent tournament for the 12 referees to gain
more experience, and this will benefit the sport of squash
in the long term. Thank you for the opportunity to improve
refereeing: we must always take the broader view and think
of the future of the sport around the world.

With best best wishes and renewed thanks

Rod

Rod Symington
Director
WSF Referees’ Committee
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Great prizes for 150 PBIM runners

Law (fourth from right) with the sponsors at the lucky draw.

Story and Pix by Chan Lilian

LIKE the saying goes, “The early
bird gets the worm”, and 150 lucky
people who were part of the 30,000
who signed up for the Penang
Bridge International Marathon 2.0
(PBIM 2.0) will be getting attrac-
tive prizes even before the event on
Nov 16 at the newly-opened 24km
Jambatan Sultan Abdul Halim
Mu’adzam Shah.

“This year, the PBIM 2.0 is very
special and we received over-
whelming response. As of April 3,
50,000 people have already signed
up. We target to get 75,000 this
year. If we can get 80,000 people it
will be Asia’s largest marathon. We
may even achieve the World Long-
est Bridge Marathon title and show-
case Penang to the world,” exco
member Law Heng Kiang said in
his speech during the lucky draw.

Present at the event were spon-
sors, VIP guests and media mem-
bers.

Prizes like Star Cruise tickets,
flight tickets, hotel stays, hotel din-
ing vouchers and other attractive
prizes will be given away to the 150
lucky winners soon.

Law pointed out the increasing
popularity of the PBIM where the
number of runners has increased
from year to year.

Starting from 2008, the numbers
have increased from 17,000 to
47,000 last year.

To sign up for PBIM 2.0 go to
their website at http://www.penang-
marathon.gov.my/portal/

Golden carpet for Penang

THE Penang State Legislative building
front porch was covered with a layer of
golden showers and caught the eyes of
Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian in the
early morning of March 3.

It was as if someone had laid out a
golden carpet to welcome some royalty.
It was indeed a sight to behold and the
beautiful sight was captured by photog-
rapher Alissala Thian.

The Chinese refer to the tiny yellow
flowers as the “Ching Ming flowers” as

the huge trees only bloom in April which
coincides with the period when the Chi-
nese pay respects to their departed loved
ones.

The flowers are from several species
of trees including the Angsana tree.

These yellow flowers are not the only
ones to bloom as the pink, white and
purple Tecoma trees are also bursting out
in splashes of pastel tones all over the
island and the mainland.

The Tecoma flowers, or what Penan-

gites call sakura, look as beautiful as the
cherry blossoms famous in Japan.

One can recall the famous song and
dance by Aaron Kwok in the 1990s
where the song “Para, Para Sakura+” and
its dance movement were imitated by
everyone.

With the availability of cameras, Pen-
angites are quickly snapping photos of
these beautiful but fragile flowers and
have their own Para Para Sakura mo-
ment.
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Penang
Institute

gels new
CEO

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Alissala Thian

PENANG In-
stitute has ap-
pointed Dr.
Lim Kim Hwa
as its new
chief execu-
tive officer
and head of
Economics
after a unani-
mous deci-
sion by its
board of managers.

Lim, a Fellow in Finance and Financial Reporting from
the University of Cambridge, expressed his wish to help
further the institute’s endeavours to the best of his abilities.

A qualified chartered accountant with the Institute of
Chartered Accountants in England and Wales, Lim also holds
a Ph.D and M.Phil in Finance.

He was appointed to this position on March 21, taking over
from ex-CEO, Bukit Bendera MP Zairil Khir Johari, who is
now executive director of Penang Institute.

With its tagline, “Making Ideas Work”, the Penang Insti-
tute, established in 1997 as the Socio-economic and Envi-
ronmental Research Institute (Seri), aims to spur bold think-
ing in the key areas of economics in Penang.

Their main goal is to function as a think-tank for Penang,
transforming the state into an international and intelligent
city, giving new ideas and materialising them into beneficial
efforts in Penang’s economics, socio-politics and sustainable
development.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng (centre) shaking hands with Kim Hwa with Zairil (left).

Aiming to be the best

PENANG Institute recently announced the appointment of Dr. Lim Kim Hwa as its new chief
executive officer replacing Zairil Khir Johari who is now its executive director. Buletin Mutiara’s
Caleb Yeoh met Dr Lim for an exclusive one-on-one.

Q: What were your feelings on being appointed to the post?
A: I’'m deeply honoured to be given this new appointment and will do my best to uphold the prin-
ciples of the Penang Institute. I am truly thankful for this and will not let Penang down.

Being a true blue Penang boy, this new appointment is a way for me to give back to the place I
affectionately call home..

Q: Tell us something about yourself.

A: I graduated from Chung Ling high school in 1993 and then went on to the University of Kent
Canterbury where I obtained a BA (Hons) in Accounting and Finance in 1997. Previously, I worked
as an assistant professor at the University of Cambridge and a portfolio manager at a Singapore
hedge fund and was also a proprietary trader at Credit Suisse in London.

Q: What are your plans for Penang Institute?
A: Just one - make it the best think-tank in Malaysia by creating concepts from ideas and generat-
ing them into visible realities.

Q: Would your aims and approaches differ much from your predecessor, Zairil Khir Johari?
A: Zairil paved the way for Penang Institute and I would not aim to do things differently. I will
uphold the long-standing level of excellence at the institute and push the envelope further to the
best of my abilities.

Check and balance needed

Story by Nazleen Najeeb

chairman post on March 17 to adhere to the provision of division of power.
“PAC falls under the legislative while the political secretary is under the

WONG Hon Wai, the newly-appointed political secretary to Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, has urged the state audit department to be more proactive
in order to improve the internal control of its subsidiaries and statutory
bodies.

“Besides inventory checking, it is vital to inspect all the assets owned,”
said Wong, who is Air Itam assemblymember.

Wong stepped down from his state Public Accounts Committee (PAC)

executive’s jurisdiction,” said Wong at the state legislative assembly after
handing in his resignation.

Referring to his eight months tenure on the PAC, Wong touched on the
issue of e-tanah, the municipal councils’ new registration system and
Agency Link-Up System (ALIS) for welfare aid identification.

The new PAC chairman will be announced in the next assembly sitting
in mid May.
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MPPP grants assessment

exemption

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE Penang Island Municipal
Council’s (MPPP) full board
meeting on March 27 saw some
good news for Penangites.

MPPP Financial Manage-
ment Committee alternate chair-
man Joseph Ng Soon Siang held
a press conference after the
meeting to answer questions
from the media regarding the
approval of exemptions of as-
sessment approved by MPPP.

“The Financial Management
Committee has approved the
appeals for exemption from as-
sessment from several NGOs
and places of worship,” he said.

The approval is based on
several factors and MPPP offic-
ers will visit and make routine
checks to see that the premises
are used for the intended pur-
pose and not commercialised or
rented out for profit.

Some of the premises which
obtained the exemption are
Women’s Centre for Change at
Burmah Road which provides
free counselling for women,

Penang Youth Club at Lebuh
King which is used as a surau
and madrasah (a place for reli-
gious classes), FGA Centre in
Air Itam used as a church, Xiao
Yao Xian Shi devotees associa-
tion in Sungai Ara and the Pen-
ang Animal Sanctuary Society
in Relau which is an animal
shelter and others.

“These premises made ap-
plications for exemption and
MPPP will make a review once
every three years. Once they
receive the approval, MPPP will

Ng says council officers will
conduct routine checks on the
premises.

MPPP councillors and heads of departments observing a minute of silence for MH370.

also make routine inspections
annually to see that the premises
are used for the intended pur-
poses which are non-commer-
cial, charitable and for serving
the community,” Ng said.

“We want to make these ap-
plications more transparent. For
residential, non-commercial
premises, the assessment rate is
4-7% while commercial prem-
ises rate is 10.3%. We do not
approve some of the applica-
tions for commercial units used
for residential purposes like a
project in Bayan Baru because

MPSP takes over waste disposal

Story and pix by Mark
James

THE Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) has decided to
resume control of waste dis-
posal and public cleanliness
from private contractors by the
end of the year.

“Cleanliness is the core of

any municipal council and this
move will enable us to have
direct control over keeping Se-
berang Perai clean,” said coun-
cil president Maimunah Mohd
Sharif.

Seberang Perai has a total
land area of 738 sq km with a
population of approximately
897.600.

MPSP has allocated 32.5%
of its budget, or RM74 million,
towards waste disposal efforts
which includes workers* wages,
purchasing waste disposal vehi-

cles and new waste disposal
depot facilities among others.

Not only does MPSP have
more control over waste man-
agement, but this also creates
new job opportunities for the
district; MPSPis looking to hire
1,135 waste disposal workers
and 65 drivers.

These new recruits will be
inducted in three phases, 300
workers in April, 500 in June
and 335 between August and
December, depending on the
delivery of newly purchased
trash compactors.

Once all the contracts have
ended with the private contrac-
tors, there will be a void of
waste disposal vehicles, hence
the addition of 26 trash compac-
tors to the fleet of the current 52
with the first five units arriving
somewhere between May and
June.

A total of eight new waste
disposal depots will also be set
up to conduct proper waste
disposal but Maiminah has ex-
pressed that that number may
not be enough in the future.

“Waste disposal in Seberang
Perai is more complex because
not only do we have more land
mass to cover but a majority of
the the houses here are landed
properties whereas the island
has more apartment complex-
es,” she added.

An issue that has been plagu-
ing the district is illegal dump-
ing of waste and MPSP has
identified 118 illegal dump sites.

Several initiatives have been
rolled out by MPSP to deter il-
legal waste dumping such as the
CCTV cameras set up in front
of SRJK (C) Chung Hwa in
November last year which ef-
fectively caught 10 persons in

MPPP does not want to set a
precedent. We also rejected
certain applications if they use
their premises to rent out halls
and obtain other income,” he
added.

The exemptions fall under
Section 134 and 135 of the Local
Government Act 1976 (Act
171).

Section 134 covers NGOs,
charity organisations, places of
worship and non-commercial
premises while Section 135 re-
quires MPPP and the Penang
State Exco approval as Section

135 covers education institutes
or other organisations that pro-
vide service to the community
but also make an income through
collections of fees and rental of
halls, among others.

Before the meeting con-
vened, the councillors and all
present observed a minute of
silence for the passengers and
crew of flight MH370.

“I am overwhelmed with sad-
ness thinking of the family
members and the fate of
MH370,” council president Da-
tuk Patahiyah Ismail said.

Maimunah (left) showing reporters a map of the 738 sq km that
MPSP will be responsible for waste disposal operations.

the act and were issued heavy
compounds.

Maimunah requested the
cooperation of Seberang Perai
residents to work together with
MPSP to not dispose of their
waste irresponsibly.

Should people have any
problems regarding the waste
disposal operation done by the

council, they are open to feed-
back and will address concerns
from the public.

“We realise that we are
tasked with a huge challenge
and many responsibilities but
we are certain that with our new
policies and the cooperation of
the public, we will have a
cleaner Seberang Perai.”



From
to gas

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE Permatang Nibong green
programme was initiated in
2012 with a project to turn food
waste into fertiliser for use in the
community’s farms.

“We started collecting recy-
cleable materials in January
2013, achieved 4,529 kg and the
income was channelled towards
the maintenance of the mosque,”
said Seberang PeraiMunicipal
Council (MPSP) secretary Ro-
zali Mohamud at a recent press
conference.

“Last December, we also had
a Creative Recycling Workshop
for residents to learn techniques
to sew and weave plastic materi-
als and magazines into acces-
sories and bags,” added Rozali,
who is also the village headman,
at the Permatang Nibong Envi-
ronmental Resource Centre in
Permatang Pauh recently.

He said Kampung Permatang
Nibong went one up in its green
efforts with the acquisition of a
biogas digester in February.

This machine, which trans-

waste

forms manure into gas, is able
to generate up to two hours of
cooking gas daily from 2kg of
organic waste and manure chan-
nelled into the generator.
Rozali said a cooperative
named Seberang Perai Environ-
mentally Sustainable Co-opera-
tive Limited, had been set up to
market the merchandise like soap,
detergent, bags, woven pouch-
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Participants checking out the handicrafts at the resource centre in Permatang Pauh.

es and accessories made from
recyclable materials.

“The revenue goes into a
fund aimed at buying a biogas
digester for each household,
which could help them save
on cooking gas expenses,” he
added.

Among those present was
exco for Agriculture and
Agro-Based Industry, Rural
Development and Health, Dr.
Afif Bahardin, who com-
mented that he would allocate
space in his office and service
centre to display and promote
the handicraft from the co-
operative.

The biogas digester for the
village was sponsored by
SVAC ViroGreen Sdn Bhd.

MPPP adopts ‘no
lunch break’ policy

Story by Mark James

THE Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) will be imple-
menting a “no lunch break” policy at all its counters island
wide by April 10.

At present, only the counter at Komtar remains open through-
out the day from 7.30am to 4.30pm while all other counters on
the island open from 8am to 4pm with a one-hour lunch break
at lpm.

“Some people only have time during their lunch to make
payment but find our counters closed. This is an effort to rec-
tify that,” said MPPP councillor Joseph Ng Soong Siang during
an MPPP lucky draw event.

“We are continously trying to improve our services and make
it easier for the public to make payments such as their assess-
ment bills, summonses and even a mobile van which serves
five areas in the state on rotation; Sungai Pinang, Taman Free
School, Jalan Shaik Madar, Padang Tembak and by the People‘s
Court off Cintra Street,” he added.




K& FOCD s

Mughal
touch in
heart of
Penang

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

BE it tandoori chicken or mutton briyani, aro-
matic mouth-watering Indian cuisine could go
no far with Penang multicultural ethnic har-
monious background.

Located at Jalan Penang, the two-month-old
Palace de Mughal is a welcoming venue filled
with charm.

Introducing Mughlai cuisine, which has
Afghan and Persian influence, the 152 dishes
portray the richness and use of spices, dried
fruits, and nuts. And it is certified halal.

From briyani and pullaos, tandooris to naan,
sizzling to claypot curry, the taste varies from
extremely mild to spicy.

Food lovers can never go wrong with the
perfect tagline “Food of the Empress”.

I started my empress meal with fritters pa-
khora dipped in mint sauce and triangular
stuffed potato samosa with chai (milk tea).

Then I tried small portions selections of
briyani, Mughali (mutton biryani), chicken,
fish and vegetable.

And the word is - Yum!

But my favourite was the luscious taste of
the barbeque chicken tikka makhani and
chicken masala plus naan (bread cooked in
tandoor) and parootha bread on the side.

The selection of claypot curry is just perfect
with saffron rice and do not forget to try the
prawn, fish, mixed vegetables or seafood siz-
zling in your own hot plate. Magnifico!

Other popular dishes include the sheikh
kebab and tandoori mix grill. The range of
dishes also cater for vegetarians with their
bindhi masala, vege kofta, aloo gobi (potato
and cauliflower cooked in dry herbs),dhal
tadkha and many more.

After the burning sensations, calm your
throat with their lassi (yogurt blend with any
type of fruit) or fruit juices.

The kulfi (creamy Indian ice cream blend
with pistachios) is a perfect ending to an un-
forgettable meal.

Owner Mahmood Ali, 43, hopes his restau-
rant will be the talk of the town soon. From

The cosy interior of the
restaurant adorned with
Mughal art deco.

jewellery, Mahmood has ventured into the food
business as he wants to offer a comfortable
avenue apart from healthy food and the real
taste of Indian cuisine.

“All our food is freshly-prepared on the
premises by highly trained chefs from India
and Pakistan and with high quality ingredi-
ents,” said restaurant manager R. Anand from
Rajasthan, India.

He mentioned that this is the only restaurant
that does not accept tips since they believe the
satisfaction of guests is the best tip of all.

The furnishings and warm deco offer a per-
fect ambience for business lunches, hi-tea,
family gatherings and even corporate events.

Buffets are available for large functions and
reservation of the whole restaurant is possible
upon early notice.

Both ala carte and set menu selections are
available.

The restaurant is open daily from 1lam till
10pm.

For enquiries or reservations, call
1300225555.

1: Mughali briyani - the signature dish of the
restaurant.

2: Tandoori chicken with cheese naan is a
great choice.

3 : Vegetarians have a varied choice like the
vege pakhora and vege curry.
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Building a liveable city

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE promise of an interna-
tional and intelligent city is
reliant on being clean, green,
safe and healthy and built on
fundamentals of rule of law,
good governance and integ-
rity in leadership.

Livability of a city deter-
mines the success of attracting
talents into the state.

“Penang as an international
and intelligent city is lever-
aged on building a liveable
city that attracts human talent
and formulates people-centric
policies that upgrade Penang
to be a developed, sustainable
and inclusive economy with-
out poverty,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said at the
seminar “Penang’s Promise of
an International and Intelli-
gent City” held recently.

“Naturally this is focussed
on three key areas of growing
the economy that is inclusive,
establishing centres of excel-
lence in our core competen-
cies and improving liveability.

Also present was head of
the European Union Delega-
tion to Malaysia, Luc Vande-
bon, Invest-In-Penang Berhad
general manager Loo Lee
Lian, Penang Institute chief
executive officer Dr Lim Kim
Hwa, and representatives
from Malaysian Dutch Busi-
ness Council, Malaysian
Chamber of Commerce,
American Malaysian Chamber
of Commerce and Penang In-
dustry and Services Advisory

Luc Vandebon -- Head of Euroean Union Delegation.

Part of the crowd at the seminar.

Panels.

Lim said Penang is not only
the national champion as
Lonely Planet had listed the
state as the No 1 food destina-
tion of the world.

“Penang has been able to
not only foster a supply chain
ecosystem of high-
quality and efficient
supply services but
also embeded our-
selves in the global
production network.

“We promote inno-
vation in science and

technology. The state is known
as the Silicon Valley of Malaysia
for being the dynamic and ad-
vanced manufacturing cluster
with manufacturing making up
48% of the state’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP).

Lim added that Penang’s

economy was factor-driven
by relying on basic com-
modities before being effi-
ciency-driven by relying on
manufacturing.

“The key to future eco-
nomic success is not an over-
relaince on one sector but to

Some of the delegates (front row) at the event.
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seek convergence of the man-
ufacturing sector, the services
and the public sector,” he said.

“In seeking convergence,
the government plays an im-
portant role as an enabler be-
tween manufacturing and the
services sector.”



0

WS April 1 - 15, 2014 j_kj_';i_&

Bl VIE

PN Ratha, 62 Housewife
“With nine members in the

\ family, tariff increase will Choo, 63 Coffeeshop operator
burden us but we support
water surcharge reduction ‘ “Wish no increase in tariffs but if
by 60 % .” that can help to curb wastage, ok

with it. People should harvest rain-

" e e Y
| w
W peop |

@@

Jamil Jalil, 27 Engineer

“Wonder if PBA has re-

Aswirna Sukur, 34 Bridal searched if commercial or
Shop owner residential users waste
more water? Should in-
“I see this increase as the Chief crease commercial rates if
Minister’s way of conserving they are the culprits”

water.”
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Saranyah, 19 Student

\ “I support the increase be-
Yeap, 55 Hawker cause it will help people to
save water.”

“Increase will affect our
livelihood. Will need to
save water from now.”
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Dragonair bringing
more tourists

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

PENANG is an ideal getaway for many people,
including Hong Kong citizens, as it offers the
sun, sea, hills, culture, heritage and most im-
portant of all - the world-renowned good food.

So, it is not surprising that tourists arrive by
the planeloads to this island daily.

Now, with the fame from the serial drama
“Outbound Love” filmed in Penang, more Hong
Kong residents will flock here.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng was the guest
of honour when Dragonair’s inaugural Penang-
Hong Kong flight departed on March 31.

Dragonair is part of the Cathay Pacific Group.

On hand to greet Lim and members of the
press at the Penang International Airport was
Dragonair chief executive officer Patrick Yeung.

“Dragonair will operate 10 weekly flights
between Hong Kong and Penang,” Yeung told

the media.

However, Lim quipped: “With the popular-
ity of ‘Outbound Love’, maybe Dragonair can
be persuaded to have two flights a day or 14
flights a week instead. Penang is the ideal place
for the busy Hong Kong residents to come for
a relaxing weekend.”

Things look positive because the number of
passengers arriving at the Penang International
Airport jumped from 4.768 million in 2012 to
5.488 million in 2013.

At a press conference after the Dragonair
inaugural flight ceremony, members of the press
asked Lim if the MH370 incident will affect
tourist arrival from China to Penang.

“Our Chinese market is not as big yet. This
poses challenges as much as opportunities. The
challenge is how we can grow the Chinese
market. Penang has not yet been fully discov-
ered by the Chinese tourists yet,” Lim said.

Passengers waiting to board the Dragonair inaugural flight to
Hong Kong from the Penang International Airport.
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