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Goodbye, our Tiger

Story by Chan Lilian and Mark James
Pix by Mark James

SHOUTS of “Karpal! Karpal! Karpal!™
filled the air as people shouted and
punched their fists.

Many were holding back the tears,
their faces contorted in pain.

Alarge crowd lurched forward to get
nearer to the funeral procession.

A few frail women determinedly
pushed their way to touch the hearse
carrying the Tiger of Jelutong on his
way from Dewan Sri Pinang where the
funeral with state honours was held to
the Batu Gantong Crematorium.

Such scenes can only be seen in mov-
ies when the common man hails a great
hero.

However, that is the height of respect
people had for Bukit Gelugor MP Kar-
pal Singh at his funeral on April 20.

Karpal died in a car crash in the
early hours of April 17 on the North-
South Expressway near Kampar.

Twenty five thousand people from all
over the world and especially Penang
lined up for hours under the hot sun to
pay their last respects.

They lined up along the streets in
George Town to say their last goodbye.
In a press statement on the following
day, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
described the mammoth turn out,
mostly from the working class as fol-
lows: “It would be most meaningful to
Karpal as it showed the affection for
him that ordinary Malaysians held in
their hearts.”

Praises and accolades piled in for the
veteran lawyer-politician.

Dignitaries and VVIPs streamed in
daily during the funeral wake at his
house.

However, when tears
were shed from people who
were on the opposing side,
it showed the depth of loss
they felt.

Former MIC president
Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu,
who was in tears, said of
Karpal: “We have lost a
good MP and leader to help
lead the country. I was
shocked when I heard the
news. He is just 74 years old
and worked like a young
man, day and night, all with
the people’s interests and
progress in mind.”

Meanwhile Penang Op-
position Leader, veteran
politician and lawyer Datuk
Jahara Hamid said of Kar-
pal: “As a legal practitioner,
I look upon him as very
ethical and consistent with
his principles. His principles
should be emulated by all
other politicians. As a poli-
tician, he never became
personal. He is always above
it. That why he is very well
respected.”

Another UMNO assem-
blymember for Telok Bahang, Datuk
Shah Headan Ayoob Hussain Shah,
said: “I had heard about Karpal even as
a school boy. I see that he is a man of
principles and when he believes in
something, he cannot be challenged.
People can rely on him, can believe in
him and whatever perceptions people
have of him, the country has lost a great
leader.”

It is estimated that 50,000 had either
visited Karpal at his home during the

period when his body reached his home
on April 18 until his funeral.

It was truly a scene of the culmina-
tion of mankind’s love for the great
man. A man with one leg endured hours
of queuing up to get a glimpse.

Several men and women flung them-
selves by the coffin in Karpal’s home to
show their respect.

Stoic and strong men broke down into
sobs when they hugged Karpal’s sons.
Parents carrying their young children in

The Penang state government accorded a funeral with state honours for Bukit Gelugor
Member of Parliament, Karpal Singh.

their arms milled around the coffin and
told them of the great deeds of Karpal,
who was the voice of the voiceless and a
mighty help for the helpless.

Religious figures who paid their last
respects to the Tiger included those
from the Penang Diocese of the Catho-
lic Church.

“We mourn together but we are also
in solidarity with our brother Karpal

TURN TO PAGE 2
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Karpal’s spirit lives
on in his grandchildren

Story and pix by
Mark James

WHEN Karpal Singh passed
away in the early morning of
April 17, he left behind 11
grandchildren but not without
alegacy paved for them to fol-
low.

Young as they may be, they
already have a strong sense of
identity and respect towards
the works done by their grand-
father in servitude of the coun-
try and its people.

Eldest grandchild, Aakshay
Singh Jagdeep Singh Deo, 11,
who spoke on behalf of the
other grandchildren, said he
dreamt of his grandfather
around two hours after the
crash unbeknownst to him that
Karpal had already died at
KM306.1 of the North-South
Expressway.

“In my wonderful dream he (Karpal) was walking
with me on a beach, hugged me a lot and we played
football together. I think that‘s a sign that he has his
legs with God up there,” he said with tears in his eyes.

Jagdeep Singh was surprised to hear that Aakshay
relayed the dream to the family even before being told
of the tragic event.

The grandchildren also prepared a huge placard in
memory of their grandfather adorned with their mes-
sages and quotes their grandfather made famous in his
time as a lawyer, parliamentarian and grandfather .

They read out loud together their message, “My

Aakshay (fourth from left) showing reporters the placard he and the other 10
grandchildren made in memory of their late grandfather.

dadaji (grandfather), my hero, my Tiger; The defender
of the defenceless, we will never forget you. We will
all be Tigers like you. You are a goodhearted man and
have inspired us all and jangan main-main”

When asked by reporters who wanted to be lawyers
in the future, without hesitation all of them raised their
hands and i exclamed, “Me!”

Aakshay proudly declared his intentions that night:
“I'll be the next Tiger of Jelutong.”

The people of Penang will eagerly watch these young
hopefuls to follow their grandfather‘s footsteps in
becoming the “defenders of the defenceless” and up-
hold justice as Karpal did.

Mourning nation proud of the Tiger

Gobind: We will
continue my father’s
fight for justice

Gobind taking time off tending guests at
his father‘s wake to give a short interview
to reporters.

THE fight for justice has not ended with Karpal
Singh gone.

His son Gobind Singh Deo has vowed to carry
on his father’s work of fighting for truth and justice
for the country.

“My father was a man of unwavering principles
and stuck to his beliefs of justice throughout his
entire career as a lawyer,” he said during the wake
at Karpal’s house.

“The fact that we have visitors from all walks
of life round the clock is a testament to the great
work he has done in his lifetime and indeed it is
difficult and maybe impossible to replace such a
great man.”

Gobind, who is Puchong MP. added that there
is a lot more work to be done and he will continue
his father’s work to ensure a brighter Malaysian
future.

FROM PAGE 1
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Singh, his family and loved ones,” said
Bishop Sebastian Francis, the Bishop of the
Penang Diocese.

“We are here to celebrate the life of this
man. The Tiger may be sleeping at peace
but we pray that many more Tigers and
Tigresses will be raised for our country
Malaysia,” he added.

On behalf of the church, he also thanked
the state government and Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng for working tirelessly to
facilitate Karpal’s funeral proceedings.

Archbishop Emeritus Tan Sri Murphy
Pakiam also took time off his busy Easter

“We knew each other since our schooling
days and he has always been helpful to us.
Many parishioners from Kuala Lumpur also
asked me to extend their last respects to
Karpal,” he said.

“The whole nation mourns but is proud
of such a person who grew up here and
stood up for justice”

Also with them was Bishop Emeritus
Antony Selvanayagam, of the Diocese of
Penang.

In his parting words, a visibly-shaken
Lim said: “Let us mourn for Karpal but at
the same time, respect and honour all his
achievements. We must also realise his
aspirations for justice, integrity and free-

Gobind Singh Deo (second from right) receives condolences from

Bishop Emeritus Antony Selvanayagam (second from left), Archbishop
Emeritus Tan Sri Murphy Pakiam (left) and Bishop Sebastian Francis
(right) while Jagdeep Singh Deo looks on.

celebration schedule to come down from
Kuala Lumpur to pay homage.

dom. Thank you, Karpal. May you rest in
peace!”
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Colours of Penang on show

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THERE is a Chinese proverb
which says: ”A child’s life is like
a piece of paper on which every
person leaves a mark.”

Parents play an important role
in nurturing and caring for chil-
dren so that their lives are filled
with beautiful memories and
colourful histories.

Chief Minister’s wife Betty
Chew Gek Cheng, who is the
Persatuan Wanita Mutiara (As-
sociation for wives of Penang
State leaders) chairperson, con-
gratulated the 23 children and
their parents for winning the top
three prizes and 20 consolation
prizes in the colouring contest
organised by the Communica-
tions Division of the Chief Min-
ister’s Office which is the pub-
lisher of Buletin Mutiara.

The children were certainly
thrilled with the appearances of
Mr. Clown and the Penang State
mascot which is the CAT.

It was indeed an achievement
for them to be picked from 3,000
participants to receive the prizes.

In her speech, Betty said:
“Buletin Mutiara was started in
2009 and called Suara CAT.

”In 2011, it was changed to
Buletin Mutiara and printed in

Betty (left) receiving a pot of orchid from Penang State Com-
munications Division director, Yap Lee Ying.

four languages - Bahasa Malay-
sia, English, Tamil and Chinese.
Why do we need Buletin Mutiara
when we have so many newspa-
pers available?

”Sometimes, not all news can
be featured as the space is lim-
ited as newspapers cover the
world and Malaysia. So, with
Buletin Mutiara we can give
more space with details and reach
more people in Penang so they
understand and know the State
Government closer,” she added.

First prize winner Lim Hui
Xin, an 11-year-old student of
SRIJIK (C) Sum Sun, transformed

a white piece of paper with three
cats into what is “Truly Penang”
when she added icons of Penang
and her artistic skills gave the
state many shades and tones.

It was not surprising that she
came out top because, according
to her parents, she had repre-
sented the country in interna-
tional drawing and colouring
contests previously.

Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lil-
ian spoke to her father, Lim
Kean Seong, who works in Ja-
bil Circuit to gauge readers’
response to the state’s fort-
nightly publication.

STPM students share A-tips

“I get the papers through my
office mates. It is helpful as some
of the information can’t be
sourced elsewhere.”

Another reader, S. Thirum-
agal, 26, and her husband, T.
Selvam, 40, from Farlim, were at
the prize giving ceremony at
Komtar with their four children.
One of them won a consolation

Lim Hui Xin - 1st Prize

prize.

“We get the mixed version of
Buletin Mutiara in our post box.
We like it because it has informa-
tion about what is happening in
Penang. It gives us a mixed view
of certain issues. Sometimes, we
cannot get those explanations on
current issues as they are not
reported in the other papers.”

Al Nazfeera Wardina Binti Al Rafaee - 2nd Prize
Rachel Jansi A/P Subramaniam - 3rd Prize

Aina Dayana Binti Ahmad Sabri

Mohamad Mugqri Ramzi Bin Mohamad Radzi

Lim Weng Kai Zheng
Tan Wan Ling

Khor Yong En

Kor Jia Xuan

Low Chia Xin

Lim Ker Xin

Khor Hui Qian

Ong Chun Wey
Thureshnia A/P Selvam
Tan Yen Xin

Ang Kok Miao

Kay Jing Yi

Muhamad Danish Syafitrie Bin Suhaimi
Muhd Syabil Nadhir Bin Saidin
Nur Syuhada Binti Mohd Zaini

QOoi Li Wen
Ooi Li Xin
Chong Xin Yun

SIXTY-three students who achieved 4As or an over-
all average grade of 4.0 in their 2013 STPM were
feted by the state government in a glittering award
and dinner celebration recently.

They received a recognition certificate and RM600.

While some of the A-student schools grabbed the
limelight with several A-students, several students
from the rural part of Penang too made their schools
proud.

One of them, Nur Fatehah Azmi, 21, from Sekolah
Menengah Sungai Ara, achieved 4As.

“I am very happy that I am given this recognition.
This will motivate me when I enter university. [ have
applied for a place in USM,” Nur Fatehah said.

Her father is a businessman while her mother is a
housewife.

Asked to share the secrets of her achievement, Nur
Fatehah said: “I have always loved to study. I love to
read. My teachers have also been a great help.”

In the SPM, Nur Fatehah scored 8As and 1B.

Meanwhile, R. Suvindraj , 20, from St. Xavier’s
Institution had two of the best supporters with him -
both his parents who were proudly snapping every

picture of their son when he went up
to the stage to proudly receive the
prizes for getting 3As and 1A- and for
being among the top three Indian
students in the state.

Armed with a trophy and certificate
plus cash, this possible future nuclear
physicist shared his hope of getting a
place in a public university.

“I hope to enter a local university
as [ am interested in physics and hope
to be a researcher in nano-technolo-
gy,” Suvindraj said.

Born of mixed parentage, Suvin-
draj’s mother Low Kim Wan and fa-
ther V. Rajamanickam were very
excited and their pride shone through.

However, Rajamanickam voiced
his concerns as well.

When asked how he feels about the Chief Minis-
ter’s call to the students to return to Penang, their
homeland, to serve the state after their graduation,
Rajamanickam said: “I am a graduate as well. Many

Suvindraj and his parents beaming with pride for the award and
recognition of achieving 4As in the STPM.

of my friends have left the country and found green-
er pastures. My son is interested in nuclear physics
so I hope there are opportunities for him in future.
Every parent wants their children to be back home.”
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Power to the schools

Story and pix by
Chan Lilian

THE call for decen-
tralisation of educa-
tion to give more
power to schools to
decide on improv-
ing their students’
performance has
been made again.

Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, who
is a staunch propo-
nent of the move,
repeated his call at
an STPM award
ceremony and again
the next night, at a
dinner for Penang
industry leaders.

He also issued a press statement
on the issue.

On April 9, 63 top STPM stu-
dents in Penang each received a
certificate of recognition and
RMG600 from the state government.

In the midst of the joy and jubi-
lation of being top students, Lim
also reminded them: “We must
think of the average students as a
whole, so that our country can
compete as a developed country.
Nowadays, it is no longer the ‘one
size fits all’ in schools. Each school,
whether in the urban or rural areas,
knows best what is best for their
students.”

He added that Malaysians
should be “alarmed” that their
children were doing worse in
school compared to children in
Thailand and Vietnam, which are
poorer than Malaysia.

The Programme for Interna-
tional Students Assessment or PISA
2012 ranked Malaysian students at
52 out 65 as compared to Vietnam-
ese students ranking 17 out of 65.

In his press statement, Lim had
stated that “Malaysia’s poor PISA
results contradicted BN’s claim that
Malaysia has a world class educa-
tion system on par with the United
Kingdom, highlighting instead the
weakness of our school system
despite education receiving the
largest share of national budget
annually.

Global management consulting
firm McKinsey has suggested what
schools need to do after studying
25 of the world’s school systems,
including the top performers in
PISA tables.

Asreported in The Edge, schools

need to do three things:

* get the best teachers;

e get the best out of teachers;

and

e step in when pupils start to

lag behind.

This is where the Education
Ministry needs to invest in if Ma-
laysia wants to meet its objective of
being in the top third in the PISA
ranking.

Based on the total amount spent
on education per student in the six
to 15 years age range, over a 10-
year period (eduex) that amount is
above the per capita GDP.

Almost all of the performers in
the top third spend more than 100%
in eduex above their pc GDP.

The OECD average is 147%.

Malaysia on the other hand is at
the bottom of the PISA spectrum
and spends the least amount com-
pared with all the countries listed in
the chart — a mere 12% on eduex
above pcGDP.

Even Thailand with a lower
pcGDP than us, spends 43%.

It is ironic that Malaysia’s edu-
cation budget allocates a huge
amount for education, but lags be-
hind,” Lim said, adding it is time
we give some attention to students
in the 6 to 15 years range.

“Malaysia must be bold on de-
centralisation to give more power
to schools to make their own deci-
sions based on their local circum-
stances. There is no one size-fits-all
education system. After all, you
cannot teach a fish how to climb
trees. Further, schools can be more
efficient by grading them on per-
formance and merit which will
compel them to seek better trained
teachers. Ultimately it is the school

Penang state leaders with the top students in the STPM after the awards cer-
emony in Komtar.

teachers that makes the difference
and can inspire students towards
excellence.”

He reminded the top students
and their parents: “Education is our
lifeboat to the future. Not only can
it reduce inequality, it can provide
mobility and opportunity to all.
Only a sound education foundation
can provide ladders of opportunity
and escalators to mobility.”

The state government is adopt-
ing a three-pronged approach to-
wards strengthening our education
system:

- Giving annual funding to
existing half-funded
vernacular and religious
schools;

- Building learning centres
that focus on STEM -
teaching of science,
technology, English and
Mathematics; and

- Attracting world class
universities as well as
adopting the German
vocational school system
within multi-national
corporations.

“These are huge challenges and
success is yet uncertain. But we
must be willing to try and invest
in education. For only when we
boldly invest in the future can we
win the future,” Lim said.

The Chief Minister ended his
speech to the STPM students who
are embarking on their further
studies with this call: “This is
only the beginning. Make sure
when you have completed your
education, you come back and
make Penang your home. I am
sure your parents will be very
happy too.”

AROUND TOWN

TOWER RUN

THE Komtar Tower Run 2014 will be held on June 4 at
Komtar Tower. For details and registration, visit http://
www.komtartowerrun.com.my/ or call Shawn at 012-
4401398.

PENANG FLORAL FESTIVAL 2014

PENANG Floral Festival 2014 will be held at the Botanic
Gardens from May 31 to June 8, from 9am to 7pm. Yearly
it draws tens of thousands of local and foreign visitors to
the Botanic Gardens, where workshops, contests, exhibi-
tions and classes on floral related topics are held, along with
the sales of plants and gardening equipment. For details,
call the Botanic Gardens at 604-227 0428.

PENANG INTERNATIONAL LION DANCE
ON STILTS COMPETITION

COME and join the crowd to watch the action packed and
exciting Lion Dance on stilts competition as teams from all
over Malaysia and foreign ones battle it out for the cham-
pionship title with their most creative and original lion dance
moves - on May 24 -25, from 1pm to 6pm at the Han Chi-
ang Stadium in Air Itam. For details, call Penang Tourism
Development Committee and Wishu, Lion & Dragon Dance
Association Penang at : 604 - 650 5136/604 261 9012 or
email to info@visitpenang.gov.my or visit their website:
WWWw.visitpenang.gov.my.

SXI REUNION

THE St Xavier’s Institution Form Five Class of 1981 and
Form Six Class of 1983 will hold a 50th birthday bash re-
union at 7pm on June 7 at the SXI school hall in Farquhar
Street. For details, call Mark Stephen at 012-4890046 or
Lionel Khoo at 017-5709333, email sxi81n83bb@gmail.
com or visit the facebook page htts://www.facebook.com/
groups/563404563732192.

WomenBiZSENSE

THE WomenBizSENSE is organising a business seminar
for entrepreneurs on April 25 from 9am to Spm at George-
town City Hotel. Open to men and women in business, this
seminar focuses on learning and business networking.
Speakers include Maresa Ng, who is a business coach,
author and entrepreneur and human resources experts who
will advise on small business HR matters. Four successful
entrepreneurs will also inspire you with their stories. Call
Mily Goh at 016 723 8373 for tickets.

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION SESSION
GET your website questions answered when you attend
Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions every Tuesday
at Complex USM. Book your session at www.redboxstudio.
com/tech-tuesday or call Krista (016 451 9193).

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

HELP4u, a free email counselling service sponsored by the
Penang Education Council, is recruiting volunteers. Call
04-2273384 (from 1.30pm to 5.30pm on weekdays) or log
on to

www.help4u.org.my.

YOGA CLASSES

THE Hindu Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga classes
every Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the Hindu Mahajana
Sangam, Gandhiji Ashram at 674, Jalan Kebun Bunga. Call
Raju at 016-4351211 for details.
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Heads will roll if there is water rationing

THE state government has issued a
warning that heads will roll if water
rationing is imposed in Penang.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng in a
recent statement said: “I assures inves-
tors, tourists, the business community
and residents unequivocally that the
directive of “no water rationing” in
Penang is a top priority.”

In this respect, he said the state will
adopt every measure possible to con-
serve water resources, including in-
creasing domestic water tariffs for the
first time since 1993, to avoid water
rationing.

The statement by Penang Water
Supply Corporation(PBAPP) general
manager Jaseni Maidinsa that Penang

may still face water rationing because
of lower than expected rainfall this
month is unacceptable, Lim said.

As the state government is willing
to “bite the bullet” by allowing water
tariffs to rise, Jaseni has been in-
formed that heads will roll if water
rationing has still got to be imposed.

The state government agrees with
Jaseni that there is no rationing in
Penang because PBAPP has been man-
aging water supply efficiently with
water loss calculated in terms of Non-
Revenue Water at 17.6%, the lowest
in Malaysia compared to the national
average of 36.4%.

Jaseni added that it is not right, nor
sustainable, for Penangites to use 311

liters/capita/day when other states are
undergoing water rationing. Jaseni is
correct because Penang’s water usage
is 50% above the national average of
212 1/c/d. Singapore uses 151 whilst
the United Nation’s recommendation
is 100.

In making conserving water re-
sources a priority, such high water
usage in Penang is not sustainable
during a prolonged drought and must
be reduced through increasing water
tariffs.

Lim also took the opportunity to
correct recent news reports that Pen-
angites may face a hefty tariff hike of
up to 300% as proposed by thepresi-
dent of Water Watch Penang Prof Chan

Ngai Weng of Universiti Sains Malay-
sia.

“I had replied that such a proposed
200-300% water tariff hike would be
too drastic and the state government
will disappoint him. The state govern-
ment will ensure that the new water
tariff structure can reduce water usage
but will not overburden the poor nor
penalise conscientious users.”

Lim said in adopting the PBAPP
management’s proposals to increase
water tariff hike, the corporation must
reciprocate by not even entertaining
the possibility of having to impose
water rationing.

“I reiterate that Penang will not
have water rationing.”

Water Saving

T |

e Never leave a tap running.

e Teach your children to turn off taps properly.

e Fix all leaking taps, pipes or toilet systems in
your home immediately.

* Avoid using a hose as far as possible. Hosing
usually wastes water.

* Wash your car or motorcycle less often. Use a
bucket and a damp cloth or sponge instead of a

hose.

e Water your plants with a watering can. Water
your plants at the roots, not the leaves.

e Mop your floor instead of using a hose or
splashing water from a bucket.

e Sweep your porch or driveway outside your
home instead of using a hose.

e Brush your teeth with the tap off. Turn it on

only to rinse.

e Soap your hands with the tap off. Turn it on only

to rinse.

e Apply soap on your body with the shower off.
Turn it on only to rinse.

e Take shorter showers.

e Fill and plug your the sink when washing/
rinsing food, dishes and cutlery.

e Install “double-flush” toilet systems. A half-
flush usually does the job.

e Use your washing machine only when you have
a full load of clothes.

* Avoid leaving the water running when washing
clothes by hand.

e Refrain from flushing rubbish down the toilet.
Put it in the rubbish bin.

e Call 04 509 6 509 to report leaks at roadside
mains or pipes immediately.

The PBAPP Call Centre operates 24 hours a day.



Penang set for British,
American series fame

Story by Chan Lilian

PENANG?’s charm of the past will soon
be seen in the living rooms of the
Americans and British through “Indian
Summers”, a major 10-part TV series.

An international collaboration be-
tween UK’s New Productions Ltd and
local company Biscuit Films Sdn Bhd
had picked Penang as the filming loca-
tion.

Charlie Pattinson, chief executive
officer of New Pictures Ltd told a press
conference at Komtar on April 23 why
Penang was chosen.

“Penang has been beautifully pre-
served. As the series is set in 1932, the
absolutely stunning and unique settings
in Penang are perfect and was picked
over other locations around the world,”
Pattinson said.

“Penang is so well preserved, it is
very, very rare to find a location like
this. We will lovingly care for these
locations during our filming,” he added.

The other point why Penang was
chosen was the ideal place for the crew
and cast to relocate and stay for a year
or two as Penang has plenty to offer.
Among the places where filming will
take place are Crag Hotel and Woodside
Bungalow, other traditional buildings
in and around George Town like the
Suffolk House, the Town Hall, the Bo-
tanical Gardens and the State Museum.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and
the exco members witnessed a memo-
randum of understanding signed by the
State Economy Planning Unit (UPEN)
and the Penang State Finance Office
with New Pictures for the use of the
buildings.

“The state government is pleased to
emphasise that apart from showcasing
the dramatic colonial heritage the island
has to offer, the production of this tel-
evision series will result in —

A) the restoration of certain heritage
buildings to their former glory. In this
regard, the producers will be working

Gurdwara for Bayan Baru

closely with the state government to
create a sustainable filming infrastruc-
ture for returning future series as well
as ensuring that the present filming lo-
cations will be safeguarded and prop-
erly maintained throughout the filming
duration;

B) adirect influx of interest, public-
ity and revenue for everything else that
Penang has to offer, including her vari-
ous available accommodations, sports
facilities, gastronomic adventures,
shopping haven and tourist attractions.
The state government stands to receive
rental proceeds of —

(i) RM650,000 for filming at the Crag
Hotel from end of this month to Dec 31,
2015; and

(i1)) RM120,000 on a yearly basis for
filming at the Woodside Bungalow from
end of April for a period of five years.

In addition to the rental proceeds, it
is estimated that the potential inflow
from this filming project stands at
RM50 million; and

Pattinson says it is very rare to find a
location like Penang.

C) employment opportunities for
Penangites in terms of engagement of
local contractors, suppliers and even
budding actors!

“It is the state government’s wish that
‘Indian Summers’ will not only relive
the sunset years of the colonial British
empire but strengthen the state’s vision
to create a unique and prestigious tour-
ism product that is associated with
Penang,” he added.

“Everyone is more than welcome to
find their own ‘summer’ right here in
the ‘Pearl of the Orient’,” Lim joked.

COME January 2016, the Bay-
an Baru Sikh community’s
dream of having their own
gurdwara will be a reality.

A ground-breaking ceremo-
ny was held recently at the plot
for the building along Jalan
Tokong Ular next to the Than
Hsiang Buddhist Temple in
Bayan Lepas.

Gurdwara Sahib Bayan
Baru (GSBB) building fund-
raising committee chairman
Manjeet Singh said the RM3.5
million four-storey building
would have a prayer hall

alongside a space for religious
and cultural education.

He added that the Bayan
Baru Sikh community had
wanted a permanent place of
worship in the area for the last
50 years.

“In 2007, during our cour-
tesy call to the late Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu, the former Chief
Minister of Penang, he assured
us that the state had reserved a
piece of land in Bayan Baru and
his vision is now complete,” he
said during the ground-breaking
ceremony.

Children joining in the celebration during the ground-breaking

celebration.

Manjeet said the 0.5 hectare
plot, which was owned by the
Penang Development Corpora-
tion, was sold to the GSBB at
RM6.15 per sq ft in November
2011.

“To date, we have collected
about 30% of the funds needed.
Besides this, the federal govern-
ment also allocated RM400,000.
I wish to appeal to the state
government for some alloca-
tion,” he added.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, who was pre-
sent at the event, said the state
would make a proper announce-
ment at the right time about the
allocation for the building fund.

He said the GSBB would be
the first gurdwara to be built
outside George Town in 50
years.

“Although there are only
around 300 Sikh families
around the Bayan Baru area,
they still need a place of wor-
ship,” he added.

“Jalan Tokong Ular is special
as there is also a church, Chi-
nese temples and Hindu temple

The late Karpal Singh in his wheelchair, with Michael Cornelius
who also perished in the road accident, was one of the guests
at the ground-breaking ceremony.

along the road.”

At the function, exco for
Town & Country Planning and
Housing Jagdeep Singh Deo
and Batu Uban assemblymem-
ber Dr. T. Jayabalan gave
RM5,000 each from their re-
spective allocations to the fund.

It was also announced that
Seri Delima assemblymember
R.S.N. Rayer, who was not
present, gave RM10,000.

Among those present were
GSBB priest Sukhindrapal

Singh, president Nachatar
Singh, board of trustee chair-
man Datuk Seri Chet Singh,
Malaysia Consultative Coun-
cil of Buddhism, Christianity,
Hinduism, Sikhism and Tao-
ism president Jagir Singh,
Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin,
Bukit Gelugor MP Karpal
Singh (who has since died)
and exco for Religious Affairs,
Domestic Trade and Con-
sumer Affairs Datuk Abdul
Malik Abul Kassim.



mn
STEM is power of our future

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE state government’s vision
is to transform Penang into an
international and intelligent
city while maintaining its
strong heritage and preferred
tourist location status.

Over the last 40 years, we
have seen Penang transforming
itself into the silicon island of
the East because of its estab-
lished high-tech industries.

“The state government has
worked very hard to develop
Penang into the prime location
it is today for leisure as well as
business. The one key missing
ingredient is a guaranteed sup-
ply of high quality technical
human capital to power our
growth,” Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said when launching
the Penang Science Cafe at
Kristal Point in Bayan Baru
recently.

“We need to inspire our

young to pursue careers in sci-
ence and technology. We need
to inspire them to be world-
class innovators,” he added.

Among those present at the
event were Penang Science
Cluster (PSC) chief executive
officer Ooi Peng Ee and Biz-
wise Sdn.Bhd managing direc-
tor C.L. Yoon.

Lim added that the public
sector cannot do this alone and
they need to get industry to
provide the leadership as they
are the ones who truly know
what is required and have the
necessary firepower to make
necessary changes.

“The state government has
long been an avid supporter of
the development of experien-
tial science learning activities
in Penang. This was the main
contributing fundamental be-
hind the development of the
Penang Science Council (PSC)
or known now as the Penang
Science Cluster Berhad.

“PSC focuses on the active
role of the industry in promot-
ing the interest of science and
technology to the future gen-
erations of Penang. We would
like to mention that the results
from the various engaging ac-
tivities organised by PSC have
been very positive and would
like to express my gratitude to
all the industry partners who
have been with us all the way
in this noble initiative,” he
said.

“The Science Cafe is yet
another testimony of the com-
mitment of the state government
and industry of Penang towards
the development of Penang’s
next generation of science and
technology innovators.

“Indeed, the power of our
future lies in how we educate
our young, particularly in the
fields of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
— STEM in short,” he added.

Lim said the launch is good

Participants busily engaging themselves in a robotic workshop.

testimony of the great things
that can be achieved if industry
and government work closely
to realise a common goal.
The progress made to en-
gage our young in science and
innovation is just wonderful
and should serve as a bench-
mark for the rest of the country.
He added that the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-opera-

‘Croatia’ wins Komtar
World Cup futsal event

AS the 2014 FIFA World Cup draws
closer, football fever is already
heating up, even seeing the Penang
Development Corporation (PDC)
organising a futsal championship in
Komtar involving 32 teams from

varios public sector departments.

The Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) under the Croatian
flag emerged as champions after a

tion and Development
(OECD) report on education
assessment showed that only
1% of our 15-year-old Malay-
sian students are able to solve
complex problems.

“The state recognises this
spiralling downward trend and
is willing to halt the decline by
cooperating with the Federal
government,” he said.

Residents against
1Bestarinet project

RESIDENTS’ representatives in the Tanjong Bungah
district have rejected the implementation of the 1Bestari-
net project in a school at Jalan Lembah Permai.

1Bestarinet is an initiative by the Education Ministry
launched alongside YTL Communications Sdn. Bhd
(YTL) which is a cloud-based high speed virtual learning
platform for schools throughout Malaysia.

The implementation received approval in principle from
the state government in 2013 as it is for education improve-
ment purposes but is subject to terms set by the local

authorities.

One of these terms is that YTL must first get mutual

3-1 victory over USA represented
by the Penang Customs Depart-
ment.

Along with a grand champion-
ship trophy, MPSP also received
certificates of excellence and brag-
ging rights of having the finest
futsal team in the state’s public
sector.

Their coach, Mohd Tahir Osman,
attributed their victory to his team’s dedication,
teamwork and training sessions making them sea-
soned futsal players.

“I have been coaching this team for over five
years and in that time, these players have learned
to work efficiently alongside each other not just in
the office but on the pitch as well,” he said.

The boys from MPSP were crowned futsal champions at the Komtar
World Cup Futsal Competition 2014

Third place went to the Inland Revenue Board
of Malaysia (LHDN) representing Switzerland
after taking on the Malaysian Royal Police Force
(PDRM) 3-2.

The Penang state government congratulated not
just MPSP but all the teams from various depart-
ments and hopes to see more inter-department
sporting events to foster unity in the public sector.

agreement from a school to set up the “Receiver Inte-
grated System” after which they can get approval from
the local authorities to construct the infrastructure on the
school‘s premises.

It is non-obligatory for schools and if an agreement is
not met between non-participating schools, YTL will not
build data transmitting structures at those sites.

Also, the residents in the Lembai Permai area have
exercised their right to hold off structure assembly works
as stipulated by the local authorities where work has to
stop if objections are raised from residents.

The next step to resolve the issue is to hold a mediation
meeting between the Education Ministry, the school au-
thorities, YTL and the residents.

Should the residents maintain their stand, the receiver
integrated system structure will be removed within 30
days.
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White knight for abandoned project

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei and
Mark James

PURCHASERS of units in Majestic
Heights Phase 2A can now heave a
sigh of relief after the state govern-
ment managed to get a new devel-
oper to revive the project.

A large number of lower income
folk were caught in a situation
where they bought their units, prob-
ably with all their savings and hard-
earned income, only to find that they
couldn’t stay in their homes because
the project was abandoned.

Exco member for Town & Coun-
try Planning and Housing Jagdeep
Singh Deo and Paya Terubong as-
semblymember Yeoh Soon Hin met
the pro-tem committee of Majestic
Heights Phase 2A on April 15 and
urged media members to help in-
form all the 370 buyers to contact
the vice-chairman Chee Eng Hooi
because the project will be revived.

Yeoh, a two-term assemblyman,
expressed his happiness that the
largest abandoned project in his
constituency is being revived.

“In my last term, I helped to re-
vive the abandoned project at Desa
Aman, Relau and Taman Cemerlang
at Lebuhraya Thean Teik,” he said.

The abandoned project consists
of a few phases but only Phase 1
obtained the certificate of occu-
pancy on Dec 31,2013 while Phas-

es 2A, 2B and 3A were abandoned.

When Phase 2A was abandoned,
the physical completion was at 70%.

”The state government calls upon
developers who are willing to reha-
bilitate and revive such abandoned
projects to come forward, and we
will assist in whatever manner pos-
sible including giving incentives in
the form of reducing or even waiv-
ing charges imposed by the state in
relation to such projects,” Jagdeep
said.

The Majestic Heights project was
launched in 1995.

Consisting of 2,955 housing
units, 55 shop lots and 22 light in-
dustrial units, the project was sup-
posed to be the country’s single
largest housing project.

It hit a dead end when the devel-
oper faced financial problems in
1998.

Purchasers of Majestic
Height Phase 2A should con-
tact pro-tem committee vice-
chairman Chee Eng Hooi

Phone : 012-4310118

Office : 04-6411107 (9 - 5 pm)
Facebook : facebook.com/
majesticheightp2a

Email : majesticheightp2a@
gmail.com

A photo taken on April 15 showing the abandoned projects that will soon be revived.

A group of purchasers of the abandoned project meeting Jagdeep and Yeoh in Komtar

during the press conference.

Long wait ends for apartment owners

SOME 110 residents of Kampung Dodol in Jalan Perak were all smiles when they
received the keys to their new apartment units in Halaman Kristal’s Block C in

Lengkok Free School recently.

Exco for Housing, Town and Country Planning Jagdeep Singh Deo was present
to hand over the keys to the house owners on April 10.
“There are 245 units in the apartment and 110 units have been given to the
residents of Kampung Dodol as compensation,” he said.
Jagdeep, who is also the assemblymember for Datuk Keramat,said the remain-
ing 135 units were sold under the state government’s affordable housing project

through a balloting system.

“The certificate of occupancy was obtained on March 13,” he added.

In July 2009, the flood-prone Kampung Dodol residents were relocated to give
way to the deepening and widening of Sungai Jelutong.
Meanwhile, Block C residents’ representative Mohd Abdul Latiff Abu Tahir, 55,
said the residents were happy the long wait for the low medium-cost units was

finally over.

“We have waited for almost 15 years to get a new home. The land belongs to
our parents and forefathers,” he added.

“The agony of waiting for our unit has finally ended,” added pensioner Noor

Aing Mann, 55.

Kampung Dodol residents showing their appreciation outside the apart-
ment block in Lengkok Free School after receiving their keys.
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Panthers on the way up

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE glory years of the 60s and 70s may not be that
far off if the superb efforts of the Penang Panthers in
the Premier League, where they clinched second spot
behind Police in the first round of the campaign, are
anything to go by.

And to show its appreciation, the state government
gave a RM1 million contribution to the Football As-
sociation of Penang (FAP).

This financial boost was given through Penang
Development Corporation (PDC).

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said the monetary
aid was to show the state’s appreciation to the Panthers
for their steering performance in the Premier League.

“Now they are in second place and we hope they
can bring back the championship.

“As we all know, the winner and runner-up in the
Premier League will be promoted to the Super
League,” he said at a press conference in Komtar on
April 8.

Lim hoped the contribution would raise the players’
spirits and revitalise their hunger for victory.

FAP has also managed to bring back the mammoth
crowds to the City Stadium and the team’s performance
has spurred football fans in Penang.

Ride for golden future

FAP players posing with the mock cheque received from the state government.

“Right now, you just have to play to win as eve-
rything else has been taken care of,” he told some of
the players present.

Also present were FAP’s president Datuk Seri Nazir
Ariff, Penang coach K. Devan and PDC general man-
ager Datuk Rosli Jaafar.

Meanwhile, Nazir said the players’ performance
exceeded expectations as they aimed only to be in the
top four in the first year, and join the Super League in
the second year.

“But now it seems we are doing very well,” he
added.

Countdown to Sukma

State exco for Local Government, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow (third from right) posing
for a photograph with the members of the Penang Goldsmith

Cycling Club.

THE “Ride For Gold Future”, also known as the “Penang Island
Moonlight Ride”, is a cycling event organised by the Penang

Goldsmith Cycling Club to help further promote the cycling

culture and a healthy lifestyle in Penang.

The event will take place on June 7 with the flag off at 6.30pm.
The 27km track starts from the Esplanade, heads all the way
to Queensbay Mall and then back to the finishing line at the

Esplanade.

Registration fees are set at RM70 per person and all proceeds
from the fees will be contributed to The Caring Home Centre,
the Foo Yi Haemodialysis Centre and the Penang Gold Asso-

ciation Makers temple restoration fund.

One key highlight of this event will be the lucky draw with

golden prizes up for grabs.

These lucrative prizes include, three 10 grams 9999 fine gold
wafers, seven 5 grams 9999 fine gold wafers and 10 bicycles.

The closing date for registration is May 1.

For more information and to register log on to www.mys-

port2u.com.my

held in Perlis from May 24 till June 4.

to the upcoming event.

Actotal of 320 athletes will be representing the

state in 23 sporting events.

The countdown ceremony saw a few high-
spirited, well-rehearsed performances by the
wushu, karate, and silat teams, showing how
endless practice combined with talent and deter-
mination can result in a perfectly synchronised

martial arts performance.

THE 17th Sukma (Malaysia Games) is set to be

A special “50-Day To Sukma” countdown
ceremony was held at the concourse area of
Sunway Carnival Mall in Prai on April 4 to spur
on our Penang athletes and build up momentum

The Penang Sukma contingent all ready to bring home the gold.

Also, a special dance performance was held
by the Penang aquatics team, displaying smooth
dance moves that hyped up the crowd with or
without the presence of a pool.

The ceremony was officiated by state exco
member for Youth & Sports, Women, Family &
Community Development and Arts Chong Eng,
who applauded all athletes for undergoing rigor-
ous training sessions, special workshops and
even sports nutritional supplementation to better
hone their skills.

“On behalf of the state government, and the
people of Penang, we wish you all the best, and
hope you bring home the gold. The whole of Pen-
ang will be supporting you all!” Chong Eng added.
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Upgrading for Acheh Street
basketball court

Story by Mark James
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

IN line with the state‘s
vision to breathe new life
into the George Town
UNESCO World Herit-
age Site, the run-down
basketball court in Lebuh
Acheh has been given a
massive makeover turn-
ing it into one of the fin-
est courts in the state.

Undertaken by the
Kampung Kolam village
development and security committee
(JKKK), the project cost of about
RM100,000 included reflooring the
court to international standards, fresh
coats of paint, two movable backboards
and sports lights.

Teh Lai Heng, state assemblyman for
Komtar, was pleased that the project
was completed without any major hic-
cups and that it will benefit aspiring
sportsmen and women in the area.

“This basketball court was upgraded
with the aim of providing a platform for
budding basketball stars. I therefore ask
all users to always be mindful of the
cleanliness of the area and to ensure that
all the equipment are well taken care
of,” said Teh.

JKKK Kampung Kolam chairman
Quah Peng Eow extended his gratitude
to Teh for a generous contribution of

Teh (third from right) tips off the 5-on-5 tournament at
the newly upgraded basketball court.

RM38,000 while two other municipal
councillors, Tay Leong Seng and Suku-
mar Subramaniam, and ex councillor
Calvin Sin Kong Siang donated
RM18,000 each.

Quah hopes the project doesn‘t end
here as he has submitted his request to
the Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) to build a store room to house
sporting goods and a changing room for
players to shower and change attire.

To kick off the opening of the up-
graded basketball court, a small five-on-
five basketball tournament was held on
April 6 allowing around 100 teenagers
to test the new court.

The public may use this court for free
during the day but advance bookings are
needed to be done with the JKKK Kam-
pung Kolam for those who would like
to use it at night.

PASS raises funds for sanctuary

IN the spirit of animal compassion,
the Penang Animal Sanctuary Society
(PASS) has reached its goal of raising
enough funds to build a three-acre
animal sanctuary in Relau.

At a charity dinner and dance held
recently, with the theme “Let‘s Dance
for Love”, PASS saw a gathering of
around 800 people in support of rescu-
ing strays from the streets and placing
them in a better environment.

“Stray dogs and cats are often ne-
glected, find poor treatment and even
pose a threat to motorists. We want to
change that,” said Datuk Leslie Lee,
president of PASS.

“With this new sanctuary, we can
give a home and professional care to
over a thousand strays where we can
regulate, manage repopulation and
provide a decent life for them over the
uncertainty of the streets.”

PASS also expressed its gratitude
to the state government for leasing the
plot of land to the group and the Pen-
ang Island Municipal Council (MPPP)
which will be working with the group
in bringing any strays they come
across to the shelter.

State exco for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Floor Miti-
gation Chow Kon Yeow congratulated
PASS on its success after lobbying the
state government and hopes that the
project will touch many lives, not just
the animals but prospective foster

families.

“It‘s all systems go for the project
but the only thing the animals are
waiting for are the COWS by which
I mean the commencement of works,”
Chow said much to everyone’s amuse-
ment.

The project is scheduled to begin
in the second half of the year over two
phases and estimated to be up and
running a year from construction and
would cost approximately RM1.6
million - most of which came from
fund-raising events and generous
donations.

All animals sheltered at the sanctu-
ary can be adopted, so if you are look-
ing for a new furry family member do
contact PASS.

For more information on the shel-
ter or on pet adoption, call 04-
2264190.

Dancers from K&T Dance Academy entertaning guests at PASS’

charity dinner and dance.



April 16 - 30, 2014

Dengue fight goes on

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

AS of April 2014, there has been a
196% increase in the number of
dengue cases in Penang as compared
to the same period in 2013.

Last year, a total of 189 cases were
reported towards the beginning of
April; this year 560 cases have been
reported in the same period.

In light of this, an operation to
identify and deal with mosquito-
breeding grounds was launched by
the state health department recently.

State Exco for Agriculture &
Agro-Based Industry, Rural Devel-
opment and Health Dr Afif Bahardin
said the operation, “Ops Gempur
Tapak Binaan” is another effort by
the state government to help battle
the aedes mosquito menace.

One of the areas that came up high
on the radar was Kampung Teluk
Awak, Teluk Bahang, where 17

cases were reported from the later
part of March till now. Fines of
RMS500 were also issued to home
owners in the area that had mos-
quito larvae breeding in their prem-
ises.

“This operation (‘Ops Gempur
Tapak Binaan’) will be held in dif-
ferent areas throughout the state
monthly. We will conduct fogging
and oiling (spraying a mixture of
water and diesel into mosquito-
breeding grounds) throughout the
area,” Dr Afif said during a site
visit to Kampung Teluk Awak.

He also reminded the public to
remain vigilant and conduct routine
checks around the house to ensure
that there is no conducive mosquito-
breeding environment.

“The battle against dengue is a
difficult one and we cannot do it
ourselves. It is up to the community
to do its part and keep the living area
clean,” Dr Afif added.

Action against dirty eateries

THE recent state Health Department
and municipal council joint “Clean
Food Premises 2014” operation saw
46 compounds amounting to RM4,400
being issued to errant eateries.

The raids involving five districts
saw hawkers, food stalls and restau-
rants state-wide being inspected, with
11 eateries subjected to a two-week
closure due to lack of cleanliness and
failure to comply with regulations.

Among the offences were improp-
er food storage, open trash, unhy-
gienic food handling, failure to get
typhoid injections for workers and
dirty premises.

“We are disappointed that cock-
roaches and rats are present in some
of the eateries,” said state Health
deputy director (Food Safety and
Quality Control division) Ku

Nafishah and Shukri speaking to the press after the operations.

Nafishah Ku Ariffin at a press conference.

“They are only allowed to reopen once we are satis-
fied with the cleanliness of their premises. They can call
us for an inspection again within the 14-day period,”
he added.

The outlets are located in Butterworth, Bandar Perda,
Bayan Lepas, Permatang Damar Laut and Jalan Utama.

Ahmad Shukri Bakar, head of the Health Unit,
explained that refrigerator temperature of a freezer
should be-18 degree Celsius and below while the
normal cool temperature can be 0 to 10 degree Cel-
sius.

Food operators ought to follow the temperatures to

avoid the breeding of microorganisms on the food.

Meanwhile, there has been an increase in the number
of food handlers who have undergone the Food Handlers
Training Course (SPLM).

Up to March this year, a total of 11,062 participants
joined the course compared to 17,850 participants last
year.

The excellent response helps to maintain Penang’s
food haven status.

Continuous awareness campaigns will be conducted
to encourage cleanliness among food handlers.

The public can tip off the authorities should they
come across any dirty food outlet.

Oiling being carried out in Kampung Teluk Awak with Dr Afif (centre) observing the process.

Appreciation for
‘sreen’ efforts

THE state government will celebrate excel-
lence in green practice with the first ever
Certificate of Appreciation award to
nominated outstanding individuals or or-
ganisations.

The Green Pinang 3A (Achievements,
Awards & Accolades) Gala 2014, to be held
on Nov 20, will wrap up the year’s hard
work.

It will be held at Han Chiang School
from 6.30-10.30pm.

The Penang Green Council will hand out
a number of awards to the ‘green spirited’
at the event.

Among these awards are Penang Green
School, Penang Green Journalism, Penang
Green Video Contest, Penang Green Office
Project Certification and Penang Green
Innovative Incentive.

PGC general manager Thing Siew Shuen
called upon the public to nominate the
unsung heroes that made outstanding en-
vironmental contributions in Penang and
received awards nationally or internation-
ally between 2011 and 2013 as the Cer-
tificate of Appreciation will be the high-
light of the gala.

Closing date for nominations is Aug 31.

For further details or any queries, refer
to www.pgc.com.my or call 04-2503321.
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KOMTAR N5 SungaiDua :013 - 5956865 - Rosli Man N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
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clementyech@hoimai.com Jermal Keong N29 Datok :017 - 480 7417 - Varinder
PULAUTIKUS 04226 5017 N9 gg jan :016 - 4731963 - Gesan Keramat 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
ap 500 nuey : - H - -
apsoohueydap@gmoail.com [F; 04 -227 5217 N10 ig:l)grqng 04 - 390 5109 - l';l/\%rhl.cqu},s?(tci:nder N30 g?nr::gncg 04-2626630 R
PERMATANG PASIR . ; ) 1 N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
e BB | M Paarond (013 895 eais - Romn ploneane e
R R N12 Penanti 82 - 5gg ggﬂ - Tira R (15 - 5510540 TS
YB Ong Chin W T) 04 - 508 3977 -5 71 . B
piebiiTerngah@amai.com [F; 04- 508 3677 N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim N33 Air Itam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
SENANT 017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee | 016 - 4940705 |=Janet
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I Thank My Lucky Stars That | Moved to Penang, Malaysia

I’m a very lucky guy to be doing what I’m doing, and there isn’t a day that goes
by when I don’t remind myself of that. Sometimes I say it to my wife, too, but
she already knows how lucky we are.

My wife and I moved to the island of Penang in early 2010. A small island—15
miles long and 12 miles wide—on the west coast of Malaysia, Penang, which
is connected to the mainland by a six-lane bridge, is just two hours’ drive south
of Thailand.

When we decided to move I wanted it to be to somewhere exotic—somewhere
with great beaches, a low cost of living, and a place where I didn’t have to learn
another language. Penang ticked all the boxes.

Our cost of living is one third of what it was before, we enjoy average daily
temperatures of 82 F year round, and English is widely spoken here.

Even better, when my wife suggested that we move here I knew it would allow
me to continue what was quickly becoming my profession.

Before I moved to Malaysia, I was a dive instructor, and before that an
investment banker. But what I really wanted to do was write, something that I
attempted to do before moving to Penang.

When [ started out, I decided to write books on subjects that interested me,
because I figured that if they interested me then other people would be interested
too. The trouble was I couldn’t afford to do it in Australia where I was living
before Penang. The first book that I wrote was on scuba diving your way around
Australia, a complete traveler’s guide, and although it did well, and it’s now in
its third print, it nearly sent me broke. It was three years of research, of diving
and traveling around Australia, and I couldn’t work during that time.

Nowadays, I have the time—and the financial freedom—to be a writer.

The second book I wrote—on the abandoned mansions and historic buildings
of Penang and the families that built them—is now in its second printing, and
last month I finished my latest book titled “Festivals of Malaysia.” It will be on
the shelves later in the year.

This phenomenon—of having the time and money to do what you really want to
in Penang—is something that many expats experience when they move here. I
was having coffee in George Town recently with a photographer friend of mine,
Howard Tan—a native Penangite—and he hit the nail on the head about why
that is. He said that Malaysia is a blank canvas, and when you arrive here you
can paint whatever picture you like and become whatever you want to become.

George Town is an artist’s city. It’s the bohemian and food capital of Malaysia
and the more artists that come and stay the more colorful it becomes.

I wouldn’t have been able to do any of this if we hadn’t made the decision to
move to Malaysia when we did. I could have easily stayed where I was and
continued working, but life is just way too short. I know that’s an overused
cliché but it’s overused for a reason—Ilife really is too short.

Malaysia is home for me now, and George Town, Penang is a vessel full of
inspiration. I have other exciting projects on the boil, projects that I wouldn’t
have dreamed possible five years ago.

It’s been an adventure from the start and the greatest thing about living the way
I live, where I live, is that it seems like the adventure will continue for some
time to come.

So yeah, I'm a lucky guy, but as I like to say to people: sometimes you have to
make your own luck and take a chance on a new adventure.

Moving here was one of the best decisions that we have ever made.
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A blast at music fest

Story and pix by Nazleen Najeeb

THE recent Penang World Music Festival (PWMF),
held in the natural backdrop of Quarry Park Bo-
tanical Garden, saw overwhelming response from
music lovers who enjoyed an amazing fusion of
traditional and contemporary music.

The open air, two-day fest ended on April 13
and saw a fantastic line-up of local and interna-
tional artistes pumping out their traditional tunes.

Alvorada of Brazil played sounds of nature
while Davilia Trio of France lullabied songs on the
Spanish guitar and showed off their flamenco dance
skills.

Dollu Kunita of India brought the audience to
their feet dancing to the beat of their drum while
Polish band Ewa Bulhak & Ple Ple with their tal-
ented vocalist presented old folk and children
songs.

Bulgarian Bulgara dwelled into contemporary
music with a touch of ‘chalga’, the pop-folk.

The first day boasted 12 performances with five
local artistes at the official opening while the sec-
ond day saw 10 countries showing off their music

and dance apart from the great finale by all per-
formers.

Our very own Nading Rhapsody hummed the
rhythm of Borneo alongside mystical Mohram and
Gamelan performances on the first day.

The last day saw local Kelantanese dikir barat
mesmerising the audience not only with Malay
songs but famous English and Hindi songs.

Art and music workshop also took place from
2pm on both days exposing youngsters to the
various musical instruments around the globe apart
from making music using non-musical instruments.

Organised by Penang Tourism, a celebration of
musicians, the eclectic and exciting event attracted
fans of previous PWFM and festival-goers from
across the region.

At the concert, there were festival bazaars on
site, offering a wide selection of food and bever-
ages, souvenir items, handicrafts and the perform-
ers’ cassettes.

It was a special night in Penang indeed.

With Penang being in the limelight, the authen-
tic musical experience is truly a global event not
to be missed next year.
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Indian drum beats spiced up the night concert.

Spooky night at No. 57, Macalister

SOME 40 ‘ghost hunters’ were given
a chance to join the first-ever hair-
raising party at an event named "A
Night at No. 57 Macalister”.

The event held at the museum’s
street address in George Town on
April 11 saw Air Itam assemblymem-
ber Wong Hon Wai, who was also the
chairman of the Penang State Muse-
um till March, attending it.

In his speech, Wong said the idea
for “A Night At Museum’ was in-
spired from his visit to Freemantle
Art Centre (FAC), near Perth in Aus-
tralia in June last year.

“FAC was a mental hospital, with
long narrow corridors and small
rooms. The centre portrayed the

Participants at the ‘A Night At No 57 Macalister’ listening to a briefing before the

strength of its history by organising
an exhibition "Mad about Art”.

“At that moment, my thoughts wandered to our
very own No 57, Macalister Road.

“How do we portray the strength of our building
which has a history of 99 years as a maternity hos-
pital which witnessed more than 60,000 babies born
in it?” he asked.

Wong said No 57, Macalister was officiated on
Sept 13, 1915, with its 100th anniversary next year.

“The building has been a maternity hospital, naval
hospital during the Japanese Occupation and after
World War Two and continued as a maternity hospi-
tal till 1955.

“Then it was occupied by St John’s Ambulance
and Red Crescent Society and non-governmental

start of the event.

organisations as their offices,” he added.

He said on Sept 20, 2010, the Penang Museum
signed a 30-year lease with the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council to use the building as a museum till
2040.

During the event, participants arrived with their
sleeping bags, torch lights and other overnight es-
sentials and were greeted by museum staff dressed
in the white smocks of medical personnel.

Even museum curator Haryany Mohamad wore a
smock with a red stethoscope hung around her neck.

After the briefing, a buffet dinner was served and
participants ate out of the classic dull blue food trays
used in hospitals.

The menu — steamed fish, vegetable soup and

guava — came complete with the
standard low-sodium preparation.

When darkness fell, participants
were split into groups and taken on a
tour to various parts of the building,
including the old mortuary and post-
mortem facility which was gutted by
fire less than two months before the
overnight stay was scheduled to take
place.

The participants had a fill of horror
movies, a ghost story telling session
and a sketch of a childbirth in pro-
gress acted out by the museum staff.

“We used the mortuary as a store-
room. Our plan was to allow visitors
to enter it and see what’s left of the
fixtures in the post-mortem room. So
it is unfortunate that the fire broke
out.

“The authorities are still investigating the cause
of the fire,” Haryany added.

She said there have been all kinds of ghostly tales
about this museum and visitors have often asked if
it was haunted.

“We don’t know for sure but we have closed-circuit
television footage of doors closing on their own,
chairs suddenly shifting, strange lights flying about
and sounds of heavy breathing at the mortuary.”

The next morning, the participants continued their
“rendezvous” by participating in a treasure hunt,
presentation of certificates and gifts.

Haryany said they planned to hold more overnight
stays at the Penang State Museum.




ME
Children - Penang’s Best Investment

By Ooi Ai Lyn, Project Officer
(Childcare), Penang Wom-
en’s Development Corpora-
tion (PWDC)

CHILDREN make up one-third
of the population of Penang —no
surprise then that the State Gov-
ernment puts great store on their
nurturance and wellbeing. The
launching of the state’s
Childcare Policy and
Action Plan on March
8,2013 was a ground-
breaking move but the
Penang Government is
going one step further
by setting up a Child
Rights and Childcare
Unit under the ambit of
the Penang Women’s
Development Corpora-
tion (PWDC).

The establishment
of the unit is based on
the recognition that despite its
relatively developed status there
still are children in Penang who
suffer from poverty, homeless-
ness, abuse, neglect, preventable
diseases, unequal access to edu-
cation and justice systems, not
to mention the particular vulner-
ability of children with special
needs.

The Penang State Govern-
ment also recognises that basic
quality of life should be the right
of all children rather than a
privilege enjoyed by a few. It
further realises that children are
particularly vulnerable and
hence have a special need for
protection. This is why it is in-
vesting in ensuring that all
children in Penang are accorded
their rights and receive the qual-
ity of care that is their due.

The obvious target groups
would be the particularly vulner-
able and needy among the chil-
dren — specifically those living
in poverty or subjected to vio-
lence, abuse, neglect and/or
exploitation. Further, there are
many other issues of concern
that affect children, for instance:
undocumented children, child
marriages, poor institutional
care, violence against children,
children with special needs, etc.

The first task at hand is to
conduct a comprehensive as-
sessment of the current situation
and conditions. A detailed
course of action will be formu-

lated based on the findings of the
investigation.

In the meantime, work on
improving childcare services in
the state has gone on apace.
Here again, the emphasis in on
ensuring the safety, wellbeing
and full development of the
children through the provision
of safe, affordable, accessible

Participants enjoying a childcare training
session in Teluk Kumbar.

and quality childcare.

The importance of this is
brought home to us each time
we come across media reports
of harm befalling children due
to the negligence or incompe-
tence of child minders or worse.
The recent case of the brothers,
Koay Jia Hong and Melvin Sel-
vam Joseph of Sungei Buloh,
being murdered by their domes-
tic worker being a tragic case in
point. This case reflects not only
on the lack of priority given to
enforcement pertaining to child-
care but also the imbalance in
mental health care as a whole for
the residents in the country.

For this reason, the provision
of training to increase the
knowledge and competence of
childcare providers is a major
plank of the Childcare Policy.

Thus far, PWDC'’s focus has
been improving home-based care
by providing training and certifica-
tion to childcare providers who
take children into their homes. The
longer-term goal is towards regis-
tration and rationalisation of the
home-based sector.

Since 2012, a series of child-
care training has been organised
by PWDC in collaboration with
the Association of Registered
Childcare Providers Malaysia
(ARCPM) or Persatuan Pen-
gasuh Berdaftar Malaysia
(PPBM) together with the Pen-
ang Welfare Department or
Jabatan Kebajikan Masyarakat

Children at Taska D’KOMTAR learning role play using hand puppets.

(JKM).

The next training course in
the series will be held from June
9 to June 14,2014 for a duration
of six days at Dewan Sri Pinang.
This training is supported and
also subsidised by the Penang
State Government to increase
the number of trained home-
based child minders in Penang.

The provision of this system-
atic learning opportunity is yet
another investment by the state
authorities to further enhance the
quality of childcare provided in
Penang. Considerations are being
given to providing post-training
“hand-holding” programmes to
consolidate the skills of the train-
ees, put their ventures on a strong-
er footing and strive for greater
sustainability.

Two other major goals of the
Childcare Policy are to increase
the labour force participation
rate of women and to improve
work and family-life balance,
for both of which accessibility
to childcare plays an important
role.

To this effect, encouragement
for the establishment of work-
place childcare facilities forms
another major focus of the Ac-
tion Plan.

Leading by example, the
Penang State Government set up
the Taska D’Komtar to serve all
civil servants in the state. Lo-
cated in Komtar, the nursery
provides full-day care, from

Participants using handmade binoculars simulating a child’s range

of vision.

7am to 6pm, to children aged
three months to four years old.
For further information on Taska
D’Komtar, go to the PWDC
website at www.pwdc.org.my.
There is no doubt that Penang

regards providing for the fullest
development of its children as a
most worthwhile — if not the best
—investment, for in them lies the
hope and future of the state and
its society.

HOME-BASED CHILDCARE COURSE

Date
Venue

: 9th June to 14th June 2014 (6 days)
: Room A, B & C (Ground Floor),

Dewan Sri Pinang

Time
Registration Fees

: 8.00am to 6.00pm
: RM100.00 (Applicable for shortlisted

participants only)

For further inquiries about this course, kindly visit www.pwdc.org.
my to download the Application Form or contact Cik Enbajoti Veloo

at 04-2612835/04-2615261.
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MPSP outlines vision for 2014

Story by Caleb Yeoh

THE Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) recently held its first corporate
assembly for 2014.

The assembly was conducted by
MPSP chief Maimunah Mohd Sharif who
said that the main purpose for the as-
sembly was to set MPSP’s vision for this
year, reinforce its mission statement and
update all employees on recent, existing
and upcoming events and initiatives for
the mainland of Penang.

Maimunah said that the vision for
MPSP for 2014 is: “A Cleaner, More
Beautiful and More Comfortable Prai”,
which aims to be a new investment and
tourism venue by 2018.

As for MPSP’s mission statement for
2014, it is to provide safer, cleaner,
greener and healthier civil management
to the community of Seberang Perai.

To reach its goals by 2018, MPSP has

come up with a five-year plan aimed at
nine focuses which fall in line with Pen-
ang’s mantra of being a “Cleaner,
Greener, Safer and Healthier Penang”.
The nine focuses include cleanliness,
road safety, law enforcement, flood man-
agement and prevention, beautification
of public amenities, being involved in the
community, development, fiscal manage-
ment and efficiency in carrying out work
related tasks.

A key highlight for MPSP’s 2014
plans would be that of development. A
total of 10 projects to upgrade main
drainage systems and to solve flood
problems. Total cost for these is RM15.7
million.

Also, plans will be implemented to
upgrade the public market at Kampung
Baru and Jalan Berapit as well as open
up a new market at Perkampungan Juru
with a total cost of RM2.4 million.
Lastly, CCTV surveillance cameras will

MPSP staff gathering for a group photo at the lobby after the gathering.

be put up all around Prai to ensure public
safety with a total cost of RM9.9 million.

“With the opening of the second Pen-
ang bridge, more and more developments
and investments have decided to set up
shop here in Prai, primarily focused in

THERES is a new CAT in town!

authorities.

Municipal Council (MPSP).

cently.

plaints over a period of time.

portal,” he added.

effective as the eyes and ears of

Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim
has introduced a user friendly ap-
plication — “Citizen Action Tech-
nology” (CAT) for the public to
lodge complaints with the local

“CAT, an improvised version of
the BetterPenang App, features a
virtual noticeboard where one can
see the problems and the action
taken by the relevant authorities —
the Penang Island Municipal Coun-
cil (MPPP) and Seberang Prai

“This locally designed system is
a huge advancement compared to
the previous apps where all the
complaints and reports could only
be uploaded on Facebook,” he told
a press conference at Komtar re-

“With CAT, one can see all the
interactive and user-friendly fea-
tures on its portal, as it offers an
ideal presentation. It can do filtra-
tion, keyword search and categori-
sation on certain reports or com-

“This is the first crowd-source
intelligence in the country that al-
lows postings by the public to a

With the application, Sim said
the public could now become more

Batu Kawan. With this in mind, it is
imperative that all MPSP employees fol-
low all guidelines and carry out their
work tasks with excellence as we usher
in the new Prai,” Maimunah added during
her address.

Meet the new CAT

both MPPP and MPSP.

“Malaysia has a lot of Facebook
users. We are capitalising on crowd
sourcing to get participation from
all avid online users to tell us the
problems they face.

“Just snap photos, tag the loca-
tion and post them on the portal to
get the councils’ attention.

“CAT is a community-owned
platform which allows public poli-
cy to be shaped.

“One can practically watch over
the city with smartphones,” he said.

Sim commented that among the
common complaints posted by
Penangites on the portal were prob-
lems like potholes, faulty traffic
lights, faulty street lamps, open
burning, illegal dumpsites, flash-
floods, poor drainage, damaged
road signs, damaged or missing
sewage lids and uncut grass.

“However, I must stress that this
is not meant for emergency cases,”
he said.

He said the councils would
respond to a complaint between
one and three days once it is high-
lighted.”

The portal can be accessed at
www.cat.betterpg.com, while the
apps can be downloaded from An-
droid or Apple Appstore by search-
ing the keywords ‘Citizen Action
Technology’ or ‘Better Penang’.



Strong measures
to prevent littering

Story and pix by Nazleen Najeeb

THE Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) has
vowed to keep the island clean and healthy with the
enforcement of the anti-litter and obstruction pro-
gramme.

In a press conference on April 10, councillor Dr
Tan Kim Hooi mentioned there are 10 members in
the anti-litter and obstruction squad.

They will patrol and issue compounds to those
committing offences under Section 46(1) and 47(1)
of the Street, Drainage and Building Act 1974.

The squad was formed in January.

Compounds of RM250 can be imposed on those
who do the illegal dumping, dumping of rubbish
that causes obstruction, littering in public places and
on public roads, disposing debris from renovation
of premises and disposing domestic and industrial
waste in public places.

For more serious offences like spilling cement
from a mixer to public roads and illegal dumping or

Good recycling efforts, less solid waste

AS of now, Penang’s
culture of recyling
has resulted in a 28%
- 30% total recycling
rate for the entire
state, surpassing the
country’s goal to
have a national recy-
cling average of 20%
by the year 2020.
Recycling efforts
went into full throttle
in 2012 when the
daily amount of solid
waste collected in
Penang was reduced
from 670 tonnes to
550 tonnes a day.

other offences,a RM500 compound will be imposed.

Meanwhile, two assistant enforcement officers
from the council and three from the health depart-
ment will also help the squad patrolling the north
zone covering the Esplanade, Pulau Tikus and Tan-
jung Tokong and south zone involving Jelutong,
Gelugor, Air Itam and Batu Maung.

The north zone will be supervised from Monday
till Wednesday and the south zone from Thursday
to Saturday so that these areas are kept clean.

In a move to create awareness and to eliminate
littering, the council has come out with pamphlets
apart from putting up signboards reading Do Not
Litter”.

MPPP plans to put up more than 200 signboards
all around the island in addition to the existing ones
to alert people on the anti-littering drive.

To make a complaint about indiscriminate rubbish
disposal and obstruction to public access, the public
can call the urban services section at 04-2633000
or fax 04-2633036.
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Councillors distributing pamphlets at the bus-stop in Komtar.

waste.

The exemp-
tion was grant-
ed after the Au-
ditor General
Report 2013
was released,
showing a sat-
isfactory eval-
uation on Pen-
ang’s solid
waste manage-
ment, although
a few weak-
nesses were
pointed out.

One high-
lighted weak-

In light of this, the Chow (left) and Ang explaining the contents of the Auditor-General Report 2013 to the media during a press conference  N€SS would be

Penang Municipal in Komtar.
Council (MPPP) has

decided to revise its solid waste col-
lection contracts with private solid
waste contractors starting next year.

“For the past seven years, MPPP
has been bound by contracts with
several solid waste contractors to a
lump sum of RM 3.8 million a year
to properly collect and dispose of
the island’s solid waste, even when
the total amount of waste collected
has significantly decreased over the

past few years,” said MPPP secre-
tary, Ang Aing Thye at a press con-
ference in Komtar on 10 April.
Ang added that as of 2015, new
contracts will be drawn up based on
the total amount of waste collected
and weighed at the Pulau Burung
landfill every month, instead of the
current lump sum payment scheme.
“We didnt expect the recycling
efforts to take off so well which

resulted in really low rubbish gen-
eration. However, due to the seven
year contract, the RM 3.8 million
still had to be paid,” Ang said.
Also present at the press confer-
ence was state exco for local govern-
ment, traffic management and flood
mitigation, Chow Kon Yeow who
said that now, Penang has to prove
itself because the state was approved
on its exemption to manage its own

the lack of and

improper
maintenance of rubbish collection
trucks which caused rubbish water
leakages on the roads. This problem
relates solely to the Balik Pulau
area, the only area managed by the
local council.

“We are in the process of solving
this minor issue and will be purchas-
ing new vehicles to ensure that all
trucks used are in a well maintained
condition,” Chow said.
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Halal cafe offers great food

Story and pix by
Chan Lilian

FLANKED by the whit-
est frangipani trees, one
immediately feels the
rustic kampung touch
even before stepping into
Jawi House.

Tucked in heritage
Armenian Street, this
Jawi Peranakan place of-
fers halal Muslim food
for the vibrant tourist
scene and is also a place
for local businessmen to
meet in a stylish ambi-
ence.

In recent years,
George Town has turned
from the dowdy, run-
down pre-war houses of
old town to a world-re-
nowned quaint heritage
city.

Jawi House is one of
the many outlets that have
turned George Town into
what it is today.

A unique, mesmeris-
ing city with a blend of
heritage and plenty of
surprises tucked in its
tiny streets.

Jawi House is one spot
worth visiting.

Prof. Datuk Dr Wazir
Jahan Abdul Karim,
owner of Jawi House, is
a name to be reckoned
with when it comes to
heritage and food. A
well-known academi-
cian, anthropologist and
culture conservationist,
she has written a book
“Feasts of Penang: Mus-
lim Culinary Heritage”.

Jawi House has two
floors - the ground floor
is a restaurant with the
gallery with art pieces for
sale upstairs.

The food is predomi-
nantly Malay with a fla-
vourful blend of local
herbs and spices with a

touch of Peranakan.

One dish that stood
out is the nasi lemuni
which is said to be
“awet muda” or main-
taining your youth as
the lemuni herbs are
good for health.

Itis not only a feast
for the tastebuds but
also for the eye.

So is the bryani rice
which is a colourful
festive dish.

The curries loving-
ly prepared in the tra-
ditional way are some-

Nasi lemuni is cooked in coconut milk, onions, garlic, ginger lemon grass
and tualang flowers, served with prawn curry and egg, cucumber and talang
salt fish sambal.

The Nasi Bryani is a colourful festive rice and one get to choose
a variety of curries to spice up the meal.

thing one can enjoy only
in homes if you can find
someone to be the host.

However, Dr. Wazir
has made it available at
Jawi House where her
son Nurilkarim Razha is
the chef.

If delicious curries are
not your choice, there are
quiches, pies and sand-
wiches on the menu to
satisfy your palate.

Dessert is a range of
cakes but one must also
try the serabai or sago
pudding which is a tradi-
tional Malay dessert.

Opens 10am to 7pm daily except on Sundays
Find out more about Jawi House at www.jawihouse.
com or call 04-2613680 for reservations.

Address 85, Armenian Street, George Town
10200 Penang, Malaysia (+6019) - 474 5703 info@
jawihouse.com

One can get a selection of Western quick meals like tarts, pies,
sandwiches and quiches.

Traditional Malay dessert sago pudding is Jawi House has several sections to host small parties or cosy
served with coconut milk and gula melaka. private meals.
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Story and pix by Nazleen Najeeb

BARKATH, which means blessed in Arabic,
is now a renowned company that needs no
introduction.

What began as a small sundry shop in
Union Street, is now a market leader with
more than 40% market share in Malaysia
with its famous fruit juice concentrate -
Sunquick.

A Danish-Malaysia joint venture in the
1970s allowed Barkath CoRo Manufacturing
Sdn Bhd to grow into an outstanding manu-
facturer with five branches in the country
with a distribution network throughout
Asean.

The Malaysian market is now the biggest
Sunquick fruit drink market in the world
among the 105 countries where Sunquick is
marketed.

“Barkath has held the flag high for Penang,
success is not impossible if you work hard,”
said Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng on April
8 after officiating the RM15 million expan-
sion project together with Danish ambassador
to Malaysia, Nicolai Ruge.

The new building in Butterworth is
equipped with the latest food manufacturing
equipment to meet demand.

“Penang continues to attract investors as
it offers good governance, integrity in leader-
ship and sustainable development,” added
Lim.

Ole Joergensen, president of Coro Food,
said Barkath’s growth is in line with Penang’s
advancement in the food processing industry.

The company has become the production
hub for South east Asia and recently moved
into the food service market in Malaysia by
developing food and dessert recipes that use
Sunquick.

Ruge said Denmark is glad to be part of
the partnership and it is in the Danish DNA
to produce in an environmentally friendly
way.

“Today marks a remarkable milestone for
the company and we will continue our vision
to make Sunquick the number one household
brand in Malaysia for generations to come,”
said Datuk Seri Barkath Ali, chief executive
officer of Kumpulan Barkath.

humble
start to
market leader

Barkath Ali gives the thumbs-up to his flagship product.

CHIEF MINISTER OF PENANG INCORPORATED (CMI)

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The offer is made to local Bidder to participate in the Request for Proposal as

follows:-

TITLE

OPENING DATE

CLOSING DATE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR
MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION OF
SUFFOLK HOUSE ON CMI LAND AT PT 61,
SECTION 3, NORTH EAST DISTRICT, GEORGE
TOWN, PENANG, MALAYSIA

16 APRIL 2014
30 MAY 2014

The RFP can be downloaded from the Penang State Government portal at
http://www.penang.gov.my/ from 16™ April 2014.

Completed Proposal should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at
the top-right-hand-corner of the parcel as Request For Proposal (RFP)
For Management And Operation Of Suffolk House On CMI Land At
PT 61, Section 3, North East District, George Town, Penang,
Malaysia. Bidders are requested to submit the Proposal before
12.00 noon on 30" May 2014 at:

The Secretariat,
Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated,
Level 47, KOMTAR, 10503 Penang, Malaysia

Proposals submitted after the closing date will not be considered. The
Secretariat, Chief Minister of Penang Incorporated is not obliged to accept
the highest bid.
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Industry leaders meet the CM

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

INDUSTRY leaders
from various sectors
had a dinner and
Q&A session on
April 10 with

Chief Minister

Lim Guan Eng.

Organised
and hosted by
investPenang,
the event saw
more than 200
people from the fi-
nance, accounting,
housing development,
electronics and electrical and
various corporations and associations
in attendance.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister I Datuk Mohd. Rashid Has-
non, Jelutong MP Jeff Ooi, exco
members Phee Boon Poh and Datuk
Abdul Malik Kassim, Seberang Pe-
rai Municipal Council (MPSP) chief
Maimunah Shariff, Penang Develop-
ment Corporation general manager
Datuk Rosli Jaafar and other state
leaders.

The focus of the Chief Minister’s
speech was "Emerging Penang In An
Emerging Asia: Escaping The Mid-
dle-income Trap”.

Lim gave a list of Penang’s many
achievements over the past six years.
But he questioned: “There is no
doubt that Penang is slowly emerging
in an emerging Asia. However is this
enough to escape the middle-income
trap?”

Following the World Bank’s defi-
nition of middle-income status
(countries with per-capita income of
US$1,036-US$12,516 (about
RM3,300 to RM41,000), there are
eight countries that fall into this
category in East and South Asia:
Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Vietnam, China, India
and Sri Lanka.

“In the simplest sense, the middle-
income trap denotes a situation
where developing economies that
have achieved middle-income status
find it challenging to compete with
low-income economies whose re-
source-driven growth is backed by
low-cost labour and capital, and ad-
vanced economies whose productiv-
ity-driven growth is supported by
innovation,” Lim said.

“Sandwiched between the two,
prior economic strategies no longer

Industry leaders listening attentively to what Penang has to offer and plans the state has for them. (Inset: Lim)

remain effective at producing eco-
nomic growth of yesteryears. Cou-
pled with governance problems that
impede the necessary institutional
and policy changes needed to gradu-
ate into the ranks of advanced econ-
omies, the result is a steady decline
and an eventual stagnation in eco-
nomic performance,” he added.

Further challenges also emerge,
such as social cohesion, a sizeable
group of young population in search
of employment, as well as the failure
to eradicate poverty, primarily in
lagging countries.

Fundamentally, the middle-in-
come trap is an economic govern-
ance issue. Undeniably, policy pa-
ralysis is the biggest impediment to
growth, especially the failure to
address issues of public integrity,
social justice, economic prosperity,
democratic accountability, political
dignity.

In the dining hall at the Penang
Golf Club in Bukit Jambul, the 200-
over CEOs, presidents, managing
directors and other industry leaders
listened attentively.

This was the crowd of who’s-who
and the movers and shakers of the
economy.

An air of serious contemplation
and eyes and ears were focused to
what the Chief Minister had to say.

His words define the future of the

industries in Penang.

They want to know what Penang
has to offer in terms of “Preparing
Penang For The Future” as their busi-
nesses rely on those factors too.

“As a responsible government in
Penang, we believe in being pre-
pared. For when the day comes that
the tide turns, we do not want to be
caught naked but instead be the best
equipped amongst our peers. In
other words, I am talking about
strengthening our financial position.

“Since taking over in 2008, the
state government established a budg-
et-based administration and govern-
ance based on the principles of CAT
(Competency, Accountability and
Transparency).

“Through the implementation of
open competitive tenders for all pub-
lic procurements and tenders, requir-
ing all state elected representatives
to make public declaration of assets
and full disclosure of government
contracts signed with the private sec-
tor, making CAT governance of com-
petency accountability and transpar-
ency our core values.”

“Thus Penang has been able to
record budget surpluses every year
without increasing any rates, increase
our state assets by 50% from RM800
million to RM1.2 billion, rescue a
local government (Seberang Perai
Municipal Council) from bankruptcy

within only one year and more im-
portantly reduce our state debts by
95% . These achievements have been
corroborated by Transparency Inter-
national as well as the annual Audi-
tor-General’s reports.”

At the dinner, investPenang also
held an exhibition on the BPO hub.

To explain the BPO hub, Lim told
the industry leaders: “Penang is in-
vesting in the shared services sector
through a RM3.3 billion Business
Process Outsourcing and Information
Technology Outsourcing (BPO-ITO)
hub that will see the creation of thou-
sands of high-paying and knowledge-
intensive jobs. Already, global finan-
cial services firm Citibank has
opened its Global Citigroup Transac-
tion Services centre here, employing
more than 1,000 local employees
with an annual volume of 20 million
transactions worth US$5.8 trillion.”

In addition to Citigroup, other
companies that have set up their
shared services here include Wilmar,
AirAsia, HIS, Atmel, Toll Forward-
ing and Jurong Shipyard.

In total, the IT-BPO Hub will com-
prise 74 acres of IT-BPO Park in
Bayan Lepas, a planned development
of seven acres BPO Prime in Bayan
Baru for ICT companies and a
100,000 sq ft Creation Animation
Triggers (CAT) in the George Town
heritage enclave.
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Penang State
leaders, MPs,
family members
of the late Karpal
Singh and the
Governor at the
funeral.

The long hours of queuing
did not deter this man on
crutches from saying his last
goodbye to Karpal.

joined the funeral procession.

One of the 25,000 mourners holding up a poster of their beloved Karpal as she

Karpal’s grandsons dressed in white to mourn the loss of their ‘dadaji’

(grandfather).

The Saint Xavier’s
Institution, which is
Karpal’s alma mater,
gave tribute to the
ex-Xaverian with
their school band
and scouts leading
the cortege.

Prominent lawyer Datuk
Ambiga Sreenevasan broke
down in tears at Karpal’s
funeral wake at his home.
Seen here, she gave
comforting words to Gobind
Singh Deo.
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