City of Penang!

PENANG gets its city status
again!

That was the brief but good
news announced by exco

member for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow on Dec 17.

The Penang Island Munici-
pal Council (MPPP) will be
upgraded to Penang City

Council.

The application made since
2010 had received the Cabi-
net’s approval and is awaiting
an official proclamation by the
Yang di-Pertuan Agong.

Chow said that it is prema-

ture to provide further details
on the impact of the change of
status and will do so after re-
ceiving the consent of the
Yang di-Pertuan Agong.
Penang first got its city
status on Jan 1, 1957 upon a

royal charter granted by Brit-
ain’s Queen Elizabeth II and
since then MPPP has contin-
ued to celebrate City Day on
Jan 1 each year although the
city status was lost in the
1970s.
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JANUARY - 2014 practically
started with a bang when two
molotov cocktails were hurled
into the Assumption Church
after a controversial banner
with the word ‘Allah’ was found

hanging outside the church.

MARCH - Simply the best! Squash queen Datuk
Nicol David is proud Penang is the host of the CIMB
Women’s World Open Squash Championship.
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FEBRUARY - Painting the
streets red for Chinese
New Year 2014 with red
lanterns.

Competency — Accountability

Merry Christmas

to our readers

Transparency

m/buletinmutiara
'cmlimguaneng

and
Happy 2015

JULY - Permatang Pauh MP
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim kiss-
ing a little girl who wished him
Selamat Hari Raya.
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Lim explains fatwa issue

Story by Chan Lilian

BULLIED with lies — that was
what Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said regarding the uproar on
the Allah issue recently.

Lim said headlines were played
up by certain media claiming he
tried to interfere in Islamic affairs
with his statement that an Islamic
religious edict or fatwa is not ap-
plicable to non-Muslims because
Islamic laws cannot be imposed
on non-Muslims.

On Dec 14, Lim had issued a
statement that said: “This posi-
tion that a fatwa does not apply
to non-Muslims is not only hu-
man and morally right but also
sanctioned by the Federal Con-

Lim (right) and Bishop Sebastian Francis at the Penang State
Christmas Open House being greeted by the Watoto Uganda

Children’s choir.

stitution and even embodied by
the Administration of the Reli-
gion of Islam (State of Penang)
Enactment 2004. Section 49 (1)
of the Enactment states that a

fatwa shall be binding on every
Muslim in the state..., without
mentioning non-Muslims, clear-
ly restricting its application on
Muslims.”

He regretted that Home Min-
ister Datuik Seri Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi had either been misin-
formed or is deliberately trying
to distort the issue for political
gain to raise hatred and threaten
him for interfering in Islamic
affairs.

“Ahmad Zahid should be
training his guns on MCA for
demanding that the Penang state
government repeal the Adminis-
tration of the Religion of Islam
(State of Penang) Enactment
2004 to allow the use of the word
‘Allah’ by Christians,” Lim said.

“The Penang state govern-
ment had never asked for the
repeal of the Administration of
the Religion of Islam (State of

L
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Penang) Enactment 2004.”

Lim added: “The inflamma-
tory demand by MCA calling for
the repeal of the Islamic Enact-
ment is clearly a definite and
serious interference in the admin-
istration of Islamic affairs? Why
then is there no action or attacks
by Umno on MCA? Clearly
Umno and MCA are playing a
double-faced political game.”

Lim held another press confer-
ence on Dec 15 to voice his dis-
appointment.

“We did not talk about repeal-
ing it. MCA is the one calling for
the repeal. Why then is a police
report made against me and not
MCA? Why is the media not
printing my stand on the issue?”

Renewed calls to establish IPCMC

AN increasingly shaky confidence in the
Royal Malaysian Police (PDRM) has
seen more calls being made to establish
the Independent Police Complaints and
Misconduct Commission (IPCMC),
claims the Malaysian Bar Council.

Nine years ago, the Royal Commission
to Enhance the Operations and Manage-
ment of the Royal Malaysia Police pub-
lished a report to address several chal-
lenging issues the PRDM faced.

Among the key findings of the report
were the widespread concerns regarding
the high incidence of crime, perception
of corruption in the Royal Malaysia Po-
lice, general dissatisfaction with the
conduct and performance of personnel
and a desire to see improvements in the
service provided by the police.

Also the issue of an alarmingly high
number of deaths in custody and the
failure of the police to investigate and
failure to hold inquests into these deaths
stuck out like a sore thumb.

These key concerns were raised by
members of the public, non-governmen-
tal organisations and international or-
ganisations and led to the recommenda-
tion of the IPCMC which could make
PDRM operations more transparent and
accountable.

The IPCMC, an independent body,
would be able to investigate complaints
about PDRM personnel, investigate mat-
ters of corruption and misconduct and
have a strong voice by proposing meas-
ures to the Home Minister.

“IPCMC if established would not only
improve the integrity of the police force
but also reduce the possibility of miscon-
duct such as corruption, commission of
criminal offence and non-compliance

with legal and police regulations as well
as building public confidence in the
PDRM,” said Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng.

“I want to make it clear that we need
police accountability not to lash out at the
police force but to enable them to serve
the people free from being abused by
those in power. The police force will be
able to function best when it functions
independently,” Lim said.

Lim expressed his regret that even with
a resounding voice to introduce the IP-
CMC, it has not been accepted by the
Government but instead Parliament
passed the Enforcement Agency Integ-
rity Commission (EAIC) which fell short
of its objectives.

The EAIC has very limited powers
and is not wholly dedicated to investi-
gating complaints of misconduct by
police as it was dedicated to purview 19
government agencies as opposed to the
IPCMC which could tackle police ac-
countability head on.

“The IPCMC should it be introduced
could remain independent and free of
influences because it would have seven
commissioners with a tenure that is lim-
ited to three years and membership bars
retired or those serving the police force,”
Lim said.

Christopher Leong, president of the
Malaysian Bar, said the need for the IP-
CMC has been repeated many times.

“This year alone, there were 11 deaths
in police custody nationwide, six of
which were recorded in Penang. This is
only the deaths in police custody and not
deaths in prison,” he said.

“The federal government released a
Parliament report on June 23 last year

which says that there have been 231
deaths in police custody between 2000
up until May 2013. This means that there
is a death in police custody happening
once every three weeks,” Lim added.

Leong also cited the case that moved
away from public attention of 32 year
old N. Dharmendran who died from
heavy bruising from multiple blunt force
trauma.

“Itis very alarming that detainees pass
away in such questionable circumstances
with no clear inquisition and investiga-
tions despite multiple highlights and calls
made repeatedly to the police and govern-
ment,” he said.

“This raises the question of do the
police arrest first and investigate later
when it should be the other way round”.

He also ascertains that these circum-
stances only raise public speculation that
detainees were prematurely apprehended
and forced to illicit confessions under the
fear of intimidation and abuse.

Leong also raised another concerning
matter of the federal government drafting
provisions titled “Toward Combating the
threat of Islamic State” which seeks to
fortify the Security Offences (Special
Measures) Act 2012, the Prevention of
Crime Act and the Penal code.

“While it is important to have anti-
terrorism laws, we could possibly see
the government given executive powers
of detainment without trial. What we
could see is the reintroduction of the
Internal Security Act (ISA). We hope it
is not so when the proposed anti-terror-
ism law and amendments to existing
laws are revealed”.

Lim and Leong were speakers at a
public forum on the [IPCMC on Dec 13.

MPSP makes it

to international stage

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng said
it was a proud moment for Penang
when Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) was recognised as a
member of the International Council
for Local Environment Initiatives
(ICLEI) in June this year.

Committed to train local councils
to establish sustainable development,
efficient natural resources manage-
ment and to cultivate effective global
communication, ECLEI consists of
84 countries that form an interna-
tional framework and communica-
tions.

“MPSP and Penang as a whole
have shown tremendous achievement,
Penang is leading in the global
arena,”’Lim said in a press conference
on Dec 11.

Lim congratulated MPSP president
Datuk Maimunah Mohd Sharif on her
new position as a member of ICLEI
Regional Executive Committee (Rex-
Com).

RexCom members will act as am-
bassadors of Southeast Asia, attend-
ing meetings, conferences as well as
negotiating among local councils.

Meanwhile, among nominees from
Indonesia and Philippines, Maimunah
was also nominated as ICLEI Global
Executive Committee (GexCom)
member, a global perspective juris-
diction and extensive duty compared
to RexCom.

Located in Bonn, Germany, ICLEI
World Secretariat will bare all ex-
penses for trips and accommodation
as Maimunah dedicates her time on
the international platform.
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More families to gain from study aid

Story by Danny Ooi

THE state government has agreed to
raise the income level limit for families
to obtain study aid from RM6,000 to
RMS,000 from next year.

“I welcome the attendance of 251stu-
dents and representatives for degree
levels from the Southwest district to
receive a registration aid of RM1,000
for Penangites chosen to continue their
studies at degree level for 2014/2015,”
he said when launching the function at
Balik Pulau recently.

“For this year, the state government
has approved 333 applicants from
Southwest district comprising 251 stu-
dents for Bachelor degrees and 82 di-
ploma students,” he added.

Application for i-BITA 2014 was
opened for students for diploma level
from June 2 till June 30.

The award ceremony for diploma
students was held on Aug 23, while
those for degree students applying for
i-BITA was opened from Sept 1 till Oct

Ibu Emas receive their allocations

SOME 180 recipients of
the “Ibu Emas” scheme
collected their allocation
from the Maybank outlet
in Jalan Baru, Air itam on
Dec 13.

Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng and Air Itam
assemblymember Wong
Hong Wai handed over
the allocation of RM100
each to the recipients
who assembled at the
bank compound from
10am.

Lim said the contribu-
tion is a gesture from the

state government in honouring the mothers
who stay at home to take care of the fam-

ily.

Permatang Pauh MP Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim (third from left) handing over study
aid to a successful applicant at the event. Looking on is Lim (second from left).

14,” Lim said, adding he hoped the fi-
nancial burden of parents will be re-
duced through this aid.

Also present at the function held at
the Penang Island Municipal Council

Some of the recipients posing for a group photograph
at Maybank Air Itam after they received their RM100
allocation.

tion from Dec 15 to 26,” he added.

40,589 mothers have benefitted.

The “Ibu Emas” scheme was introduced
in early October 2014 and to date some

(MPPP) office at the public market
complex in Jalan Tun Sardon, Balik
Pulau, were Deputy Chief Minister 1
Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon and Bayan
Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin.

Meanwhile, 572 students in mainland
Seberang Prai Tengah (SPT) received
RM1,000 each to continue their studies
at university level for the 2014/2015
session.

Lim said the state government has
approved applications from 2,028 stu-
dents with an allocation of RM2.5 mil-
lion for 2014.

For SPT, the state government ap-
proved 781 applications with an alloca-
tion of RM781,000.

This year’s applications consisted of
572 students at degree level and 209
diploma students.

The total allocation for Seberang
Perai Tengah district from 2011 till 2014
is RM2.7 million.

To give more opportunities to stu-
dents in Penang, the state government
has agreed to extend the allocation to
students at four other universities — Wa-
wasan Open University, Universiti
AIMST, Kolej Universiti Tunku Abdul
Rahman (TARC) and Universiti Tunku
Abdul Rahman (UTAR).

THE annual “Walk for Sight
& Sound” charity event saw
a huge turnout of youths this
year lending their support not
only in gathering donations
for the St. Nicholas Home and
the Penang Deaf Association
(PDA) but also raising aware-
ness of the challenges faced
by the visually impaired.

Organising chairman Bea-
trice Lam said the programme
aims to put people in the
shoes of the visually impaired
to demonstrate how the sim-
plest tasks such as getting
from point A to point B is
significantly more challeng-
ing to them.

Participants are encour-

Walking for the visually-impaired

Youths were the stars at this year’s ‘Walk
for Sight & Sound’.

“The Penang state government will
continue to give out this allocation yearly,
as promised by the Pakatan Government
when it came into power in 2008,” he told
a press conference after handing out the
allocation.

“The number of recipients will increase
judging from the overwhelming response
shown so far,” Lim said.

Wong said a total of 922 eligible moth-
ers from the Air Putih and Air Itam districts
have registered to collect their money.

“They can also choose to do the collec-

During Phase 1, there were 10,628 re-
ceipents from Seberang Perai Utara, 10,954
(Seberang Perai Tengah), 6,312 from Se-
berang Perai Selatan), 8,402 (Northeast)
and 4,293 from Southwest district.

Meanwhile, the total allocation from the
state government for the various schemes
from 2008 till 2014 amounted to
RM120,362,700.

The break down is Warga Emas
RM89,895,100, Pelajar Emas (14,733,300),
Ibu Tunggal (3,991,200), Anak Emas
(9,027,000) and OKU (2,716,000).

aged to pair with a friend with

one partner blindfolded while an-
other led the way in a guided route
from the Penang Youth Park to the
Penang Botanic Gardens and back,
a journey of about 7km.

“The donations collected are al-
located to education, basic necessi-
ties, maintaining training facilities
and sustaining day-to-day opera-
tions,” she said.

Governor Tun Dr. Abdul Rahman
Abbas kicked off the opening cer-
emony, seeing over 1,000 partici-

pants off on their journey and even
taking the time for a brisk walk,
meeting and greeting passers-by
along the way.

Also present was Bukit Bendera
MP Zairil Khir Johari and Kebun
Bunga assemblymember, Cheah
Kah Peng.

“Walk for Sight & Sound” is an
annual charity walk organised by
the Lions Club of Georgetown to-
gether with the Penang Sports
Council.
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Diamonds in the rough

Zairil (left) encouraging Xin Ying, Jia Wen and Jimmy to pursue their dreams in music.

BECOMING a music teacher is the dreams of
Lim Jia Wen and Samantha Hooi.

However, unlike others, pianist Jia Wen and
flutist Samantha have to overcome many obsta-
cles as they are blind.

Though blessed with musical talents, these
residents of St. Nicholas Home for the Visually
Impaired require braille music scores and tactile
display boards which have to be imported from
the United States and are costly.

However, St. Nicholas executive director
Daniel Soon said: “To find the diamond in the
rough, St. Nicholas is committed to source for
the necessary equipment to help Jia Wen and
Samantha to become music teachers.”

Jia Wen and two others, Boo Xin Ying, 20,
and Jimmy Teoh Hoong Yang, 21, got a boost
recently when Bukit Bendera MP Zairil Khir
Johair paid a visit to St. Nicholas.

Zairil was there to wish them success in the
Pesta Pulau Pinang Youth Mandarin Song Kara-
oke Competition which will be held for the first
time.

In his speech, Zairil told the contestants: “You
are all an inspiration to me. Instead of encourag-
ing you, I think I am more inspired by your ef-
forts. Never give up in pursuing your dreams.
Who knows one of you may become world fa-
mous singers like Stevie Wonder, Ray Charles
or even our own Alfred Ho?”

KDU Penang, National Instruments sign MoU

KDU Penang and global technology provider
National Instruments (NI) Penang recently signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to pur-
sue joint development of academic-industry re-
search opportunities in Penang.

The collaboration offers students a real-world
electronics experience.

As part of this partnership, KDU Penang also
unveiled its new LabVIEW Academy laboratory
equipped with NI Educational Laboratory Vir-
tual Instrumentation Suite (ELVIS) II devices.

The LabVIEW Academy was built with KDU
Penang investing in the NI ELVIS II hardware,
while NI contributed and supported the project
with software and services such as licences, train-
ing and technical support.

KDU Penang has a LabVIEW lab which is

equipped with 10 computers and 10 NI ELVIS II
workstations which accommodates up to 20 stu-
dents.

Representing KDU Penang at the signing of
the MoU was its principal and chief executive
officer Dr Chong Beng Keok, while NI was rep-
resented by Chandran Nair, managing director of
NI South East Asia.

As part of the KDU Penang-NI collaboration,
a NI Centre of Excellence (COE) is also in the
pipeline to be set up at KDU College to champion
research and development programmes. This ini-
tiative will encourage real-world industry experi-
ences as well as promote internship and job op-
portunities with NI Penang, other multinational
companies and small-medium enterprises requir-
ing NI product knowledge.

AROUND TOWN

MUSICAL SHOW

WATCH the “Enchanted Cuckoo Clock” live musical show
at Queensbay Mall, ground floor central atrium, until Dec
25 at 1.30pm and 7.30pm daily except Tuesdays. Get up
close and personal with the characters for a photo opportu-
nity at4.30pm on the same days. For details, call 04-6198989.

ZUMBA CARNIVAL

THE Bayan Baru Welfare Association and Bayan Baru Ru-
kum Tetangga (Ladies Wing) will hold a Christmas Charity
Zumba Carnival at the Sunshine Square Banquet Hall on
Dec 28 in aid of Pusat Harian Harapan Bakti. Registration
fee is RM20 inclusive of goodie bag and lunch. Tickets
available at service counters of Sunshine Square Bayan Baru
and Sunshine Farlim in Air Itam. Details, call Chai at 016-
4208602.

REUNION BUFFET

THE PES Class of 1964 is organising its 50th anniversary
reunion buffet dinner on Dec 27 at the Old Frees Association
in Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah, Penang. Details, call Nioh Tai
Hai (016-4762097), Yeap Jin Thye (012-4276815), Koh Kim
Eow (017-4737075) or Dr Chin Fook Weng (012-4556881).

HERITAGE NOMINATIONS

THE Penang Heritage Trust (PHT) is inviting the public to
submit nominations for the Penang Heritage Trust Living
Heritage Treasures of Penang 2014-2015. The nominees can
be experts in various fields such as applied skills, perform-
ing arts, literary arts or performers of cultural rites, and from
Penang. The successful awardee will receive public acknowl-
edgement, a plaque, a certificate and RM2,000 a year. The
awards will be sponsored by Seven Terraces Penang.
Nomination forms may be collected from the PHT office at
26, Church Street, or by e-mail: info@pht.org.my. Closing
date for nominations is Jan 31, 2015. Details, call 04-
2642631.

LEVEL UP HANGOUT

REDBOX Studio organises Level Up on a monthly basis.
Level Up is a free, casual networking and learning session
held on the third Thursday of each month from 7pm to 9pm.
Limited to the first 20 people who register. No walk-ins
please. For venue details, go to http://redboxstudio.com/
level-up/.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

COMMUNITY AIDS Service Penang is providing free HIV
confidential counselling and testing at its office in Bukit Mer-
tajam. Testing is available during office hours from Mondat
to Friday. Call 04-5399510/5398510 for an appointment.

WCC SERVICES

THE Womens Centre for Change located at 241, Jalan Bur-
mah (next tp PTPL College) provides free and confidential
services through its hotline, e-mail, face-to-face counselling
and shelter for women in crisis. Details, e-mail wcc@wc-
cpenang.org or call 04-2280342.

EXERCISE SESSION

BAYAN Baru Rukun Tetangga will hold free aerobics ses-
sions from 6pm to 7pm on Mondays and free line dancing
session from 6pm to 7pm on Tuesdays at the Medan Bayan
Pasir children’s playground in Bayan Baru. Call Jeorge
Subramaniam (016-4112205) for details about the aerobics
session and Joselyn Chin (019-5257254) for line dancing.



yiugiara

Assaulted by
jaga kereta’

THEAM Ah Soo, 52, came to Komtar on Dec 3
immediately after being discharged from hospital
to highlight the case of being assaulted by an il-
legal parking attendant on Dec 1.

Theam arrived at Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng’s office in a wheelchair, accompanied by his
wife and daughter.

Looking frail, with swollen eyes and a needle
for his medicines still inserted in his hand, Theam
came with the intention to highlight the pain he
endured so that others do not fall prey.

“I went to the Penang Hill free carpark around
6 pm on Dec 1. After I got down from my car, a
man on a motorbike came to me demanding for
parking fees. I pointed out to him that there are
banners stating that the carpark is free. He got

angry and swung his helmet and hit my face and
head three to four times. When I regained con-
sciousness, the fire and rescue volunteers were
attending to me and took me to the General Hos-
pital,” a weak Theam said in a press conference
held at Lim’s office.

Lim assured Theam that he will seek the help
of the state police chief to look into the case.

Lim also hopes the police can take action
against the suspect who assaulted Theam as the
police were able to identify the person.

At the same time, Lim hopes the police can
cooperate with both the local authorities — Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP) and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) to carry out
enforcement on illegal parking attendants.

December 16 - 31,2014

Theam (in wheelchair) being comforted by Lim while Bukit Bendera
MP Zairil Khir Johari (right) looks on with Theam’s daughter.

MPPP rubbishes ‘slow response’ claim

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Chris Koay

PENANG Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) councillor
Lim Boon Beng was aghast by
the claim of Penang Gerakan
secretary Oh Tong Keong over
MPPP’s slow response in tak-
ing action against illegal park-
ing attendants.

Oh was quoted in a state-
ment published in a local daily
as saying that the state govern-
ment had promised to resolve
the problem when it came into
power in 2008.

“They also said that the in-
troduction of the parking cou-
pon system could stop the
menace of illegal parking at-
tendants.

“But now, we have a case

where a member of the public
was assaulted by an illegal
attendant for refusing to pay
‘parking fees’ at a free carpark
at the foot of Penang Hill,” Oh
said in the same news report.

Lim in a reply said Oh’s
claim was totally unfounded.

He said when MPPP re-
ceives a report about illegal
parking attendants, the council
will inform the police and
make arrangements to visit the
site to monitor.

“We have authority only to
caution and issue summonses
to illegal parking attendants,
but not to make any arrest as
only the police can do so,” he
said, adding that this is stated
in the Road Transport Act
1987.

“In 2014, till Dec 12, MPPP
has referred 67 cases of illegal
parking attendants to the po-
lice, seeking help to make ar-
rests,” Lim said.

He added MPPP will work

with the police to encourage
co-operation from the public to
check the issue of illegal park-
ing attendants.

“The police should also put
up notice boards in hot spot
areas, informing motorists
where to report when harassed
by illegal parking attendants,”
he said at a press conference
held at the MPPP office in Jalan
Padang Kota Lama recently.

“It will be useful if there is
a task force set up to monitor

Lim (left), Ong (fourth from left) and other councillors with the Road Transport Act during the
press conference.

this activity,” Lim said.

Another councillor Ong Ah
Teong, who was also present at
the press conference, rubbished
Oh’s claim, saying that only the
police can arrest illegal parking
attendants.

Ong said since 2008, MPPP
has been working actively with
the cops in arresting the illegal
parking attendants.

On Dec 8, nine illegal park-
ing attendants pleaded guilty in
a Traffic Court to soliciting

money from motorists, while
on Dec 9, another nine pleaded
guilty to a similar offence.

Meanwhile, in a related
development, MPPP Recrea-
tion, Tourism and Interna-
tional Affairs Department di-
rector Mohamed Akbar
Mustapha said the council had
identified 20 hotspots where
the illegal parking attendants
were operating.

“Our officers will be sta-
tioned at these hot spots and
work on shifts,” he said at a
press conference in Komtar
recently, adding that the num-
ber of officers had been in-
creased from four to eight.

Besides that, Mohamed
Akbar said 12 new signboards
have been placed around
George Town to remind the
public not to entertain any il-
legal parking attendant.

The signboards display the
hotline numbers to be con-
tacted if the public encounter
any illegal attendant.

He said enforcement officers
would be working round the
clock at the hot spots to curb
the problem.

The public can forward their
complaints by calling the
MPPP hotline at 04-2637637
or the police at 04-2691999.
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Flats
shine In
the city

Teh (left) pointing out to Chow (right)
the areas covered by the CCTVs.
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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Kedah Road flats are shining again, compared to
the past, after refurbishment work was completed re-
cently.

”Since this low-cost and low medium cost flats are
right in the middle of the city, it is important to main-
tain them,” Padang Kota assemblymember Chow Kon
Yeow said after visiting the flats on Dec 6 to see the
newly installed 20 units of CCTVs costing RM18,000.

Chow is also the exco member for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitigation.

He was greeted by Teh Chai Hock, chairman of the
Residents’ Association, and other committee members.

Teh briefed the press on the upgrading works that
had taken place.

“We are thankful to YB Chow for providing the extra
20 units of CCTVs. Now we have 32 units. He had also
assisted and provided our flats with three rubbish bins,
three streetlights and helped in getting the flats painted
in 2012,” Teh said.

Kedah Road Flats was painted in 2012 through a 80%
- 20% HAPPY scheme where Penang Development
Corporation (PDC), which owns the flats, bear 80% of
the total cost of RM328,050 while 20% or RM65,610
was borne by the residents.

Out of the RM65,610, Chow allocated RM30,000
from his constituency allocation while the flat owners
each paid RM180.25 only.

A visit to the flats revealed that the place is well-
maintained with airy space planted with flowers.

Residents of various races mingle well and some
spend their time chit-chatting at the eatery on the
ground floor.

Chow attributed the nice environment to the resi-
dents.

“We have a dedicated team of residents here who are
part of the joint management body.

“When the people living here have a sense of belong-
ing, they will take better care of their living space.

“When we spruce up the flats with a new coat of paint
and improve the security with the added CCTVs, there
will be less vandalism.

“We are now using technology to improve our envi-
ronment,” he said.

The Kedah Road Flats has 320 units with 25 shoplots
belonging to PDC. Maintenance fees have been kept
low at RM25-RM35 for the low-cost flats and RM55
for the three-room units.
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Largest Christmas Open House

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

BEING the largest ever Penang
State Christmas Open House
says a lot about the excitement
of the people to come together
to celebrate the occasion.

Over 8,000 people had a
good time at the Fort Cornwal-
lis on Dec 14 from sunset to
almost midnight.

They were entertained by
Christian Orang Asli children
singing songs like “Kasih
Yesus” with traditional musical
instrument like the angklung.

Highlight of the evening was
the Watoto Children’s Choir
from Uganda which had the
audience clapping and moving
along to their energetic dances
and songs.

Organised by the Christian
Federation of Malaysia (CFM)
and supported by the state gov-
ernment, this annual affair of-
fers non-Christians the oppor-
tunity to come together to un-
derstand the meaning of Christ-
mas.

Rev. Sam Surendran, who is
the NECF Northern Region
coordinator and chairman of
CFM liaison committee, shared
what being a Christian means.

The children from Uganda singing ‘Feliz Navidad’ with the organising committee members. At the

“Man is in quest to search for ~ far right is Wong Hon Wai, political secretary to the Chief Minister.

God. But God is seeking man

and has decided to come look-
ing for him. God became like
you and me and gave us the gift
of peace. Jesus is the Prince of
Peace,” he said.

“Peace is not just the absence
of war but in our heart. God has

made peace with mankind. If we
have peace in our hearts then we
have peace all around us. God
is with us,” he added.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng received a roar-
ing welcome from the crowd of

Children from Shan’s

8,000 people when he arrived at
the function.

He also talked about peace
which was the theme of the
open house - “Jesus, the Prince
of Peace”.

Lim urged everyone to let

peace prevail in our hearts, our
state and Malaysia.

“If there is going to be war,
let it be war against poverty,
diseases, hunger and corruption.
But we believe peace can pre-
vail in our hearts,” he said.

Young and old share joy of the season

Home feted

EIGHTEEN children from Shan Chil-
dren’s Home in Prai were invited to
Mt. Miriam Cancer Hospital for a
Christmas party and feted to games,
food and presents on Dec 12.

Mt. Miriam chief executive of-
ficer Tham Wei Wei told Buletin
Mutiara that this is the 10th year the
staff of the hospital are spreading the
Christmas cheer to the underprivi-
leged.

“We chose Shan Children’s Home
from Prai because they receive rela-
tively less support from the commu-

fore we arranged transport to fetch
them from Taman Indrawasih to our
hospital and lavish them with gifts
and love,” Tham said.

The home has 20 children from age
7-20 years.

Two of the children are in college
while the rest are in school.

They need about RM7,000 per
month to run the home and depend
on the generosity of the public.

Members of the public who wish
to help Shan Children’s Home may
contact its administrator Saras Pillay

nity than those on the island. There-

The children listening to the story of the birth of Jesus which is the essence of

Christmas.

at 019-4714917.

A little angel captures the attention of Chow and Marina at the Christmas party.

CHRISTMAS at the YWCA Penang is
about sharing the true meaning of the
season with the underprivileged.

Hundreds of senior citizens and
children from several homes were en-
tertained with songs and dances during
the YWCA annual Christmas Party on
Dec 6.

The YWCA runs a kindergarten and
provides free education, meals and
uniforms to the underprivileged chil-
dren of all races and religions.

In his speech, exco member Chow
Kon Yeow called on corporations to
come forward to help the YWCA by
donating cash or in kind or sponsor
some children for free education.

Children dressed up as angels and

kings entertained the guests at the
party hosted by YWCA chairperson
Datuk Dr. Marina David.

A clown and Santa Claus made the
party memorable for the old and young.

Despite their age, the guests from
senior citizen homes had a wonderful
time as they were seen clapping along
as Christmas hymns were sung.

If you wish to sponsor a child or
make a donation to YWCA, contact
them at:

YWCA Penang

8A Jalan Masjid Negeri 11600 Penang
Tel: 04-8281855/8280741

Fax: 04-8281855

Email: ywcapg2008 @gmail.com
Web:http://penang.ywca.org.my/
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Majestic Heights 2A taking off, finally

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

UNTOLD hardship had befallen a large group of low
income people who had bought units at Majestic
Heights in Paya Terubong.

Buletin Mutiara had previously featured some of
the buyers who were saddled with debts and housing
loans to service when the project was abandoned.

However, a white knight in the form a developer
willing to rehabilitate the project has come into the
picture and now, the dream homes will become a
reality.

They are now a step closer when some of the buy-
ers inked the deal at Komtar on Dec 15.

During a press conference attended by Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng, exco member for Housing and
Town & Country Planning Jagdeep Singh Deo, some
of the Majestic Heights Phase 2A buyers came with
the developer PLB Sdn Bhd.

“The state government has facilitated the reha-
bilitation of Phase 2A of the abandoned Majestic
Heights project involving 370 property owners, by
successfully procuring PLB Sdn Bhd to agree to re-
habilitate it. This project was abandoned since
1998,”Lim said.

After the announcement of the rescue project by
PLB Sdn Bhd in April this year, the white knight
company has now finalised the construction agree-
ment which is to be executed by the purchasers and
PLB KH Bina Sdn Bhd.

The total cost involved to revive the abandoned
phase 2A of Majestic Heights stands at RM 17 million.

Further, after successful negotiation between the
state government and the company, the company has
agreed to extend the defect liability period from 3

14-year wait ends

iyasitivii &

The Majestic Heights Phase 2A purchasers seen chatting with Lim and other state leaders at the event.

months to 12 months.

Under the said construction agreement, the com-
pany has agreed to proceed with the rehabilitation
works after a minimum number of 220 purchasers
execute the said agreement.

The execution of the agreement between the com-
pany and the purchasers, which began on Dec 10, has
to date seen 127 purchasers executing the said agree-
ment.

Lim urged the remaining purchasers to come for-
ward and execute the said agreement so that the
project can take off.

“The Penang state government views seriously the
plight of those purchasers who have become victims
of abandoned housing projects and will facilitate to
the best of its ability the rehabilitation of such pro-
jects in the interest of the victimised purchasers,”
Lim added.

It was smiles all around when one of the purchas-
ers’ representatives, Neoh Hong Lee, 56, signed the
agreement dressed in a red T-shirt with the letter “E”.

The purchasers had been united in fighting for their
project and they wear the red T-shirts bearing the
alphabets that make up MAJESTIC 2A.

IT was a joyous moment for
house buyers at Taman Seri
Sayang, Balik Pulau, when
they received their house
keys after a 14-year wait.

State exco for Housing,
Town and Country Planning
Jagdeep Singh Deo presented
keys to 38 apartment units
and 14 shoplot owners on
Nov 30.

Among them was book-
shop owner Noordin Ahmad,
who registered for a shoplot
in early 2000, hoping to move
his business from Taman Sri
Indah nearby into the unit
which was supposed to be
completed by late 2002.

“Little did I expect that it
was to be the start of a 14-
year ordeal as the project was
delayed. Planning and ap-
proval matters left buyers in
a spot until the developer

resubmitted new plans before
commencing work,” he told
Buletin Mutiara.

“Some of the buyers met
up with the developer after
forming a committee to pur-
sue the matter,” he added.

”Jagdeep was very helpful
by joining us in the meetings
between the committee and
the developer.

“All our efforts came to
fruition when we eventually
got keys to our shoplots,
apartments and double-storey
houses,” Noordin added.

Meanwhile, Januari Prop-
erties Sdn Bhd director Tham
Soon Seong said the company
had to re-submit the plans for
the project after the initial
plan was rejected and the
whole process was blocked
pending approval from other
authorities.

Jagdeep (fifth from left) presenting a mock key to Noordin (sixth from left) while Tham (second
from left) and other buyers look on.

“However, the buyers
should now rejoice as the 38
apartment units which they
bought at RM90,000, 11
double-storey houses

(RM245,000 each) and 14
shoplot units (RM285,000)
have tripled in value,” he
added.

Jagdeep, who witnessed

the key-handing ceremony,
said Noordin’s strong will in
following up the matter was
the driving force in getting
the issue resolved.
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Pesta Pulau Pinang a platform
for business circles

Resurfacing

work exceeds
JKR standards

Wong (right) inspecting the thickness of the newly tarred road at
Jalan Shaik Madar.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

AIR Itam assemblymember Wong Hon Wai said coring tests
conducted by the Northeast district office along Jalan Shaik
Madar, which was recently resurfaced, proved to be satisfac-
tory.

The road and its side roads tested had a thickness exceeding
the standard fixed by the Public Works Department (JKR).

“Results were satisfactory as the contractor did not cut cor-
ners.

“The standard thickness for resurfaced roads is 40mm while
new roads require an additional 10mm as they are new and do
not have a basic layer.

“This side road is 60mm and this is very good,” he told a
press conference after a site visit recently.

Wong added he wanted to highlight the coring test as the
public had questioned if the roads were resurfaced properly.

“We want to make sure that taxpayers’ money is spent cor-
rectly and everything is up to standard.”

He added that they were still conducting surveys on which
roads to be resurfaced next year.

“We have already resurfaced many roads this year including
that of the Kampung Pisang area that was completed last year.

“Main roads are maintained periodically by the JKR and
the Penang Island Municipal Council,” said Wong.

Meanwhile, Northeast land and district office assistant en-
gineer Abdul Razak Osman said contractors were paid accord-
ing to the thickness of the roads.

“If we find that they failed to adhere to the fixed standard,
we will ask them to make the necessary adjustments.

“A newly resurfaced road can last up to five years,” he
added.

The state government undertook four projects to resurface
30 roads in Air Itam this year at a the total cost of RM681,000.

“The money was an allocation from the state government
and the work was carried out by the JKR and district office,”
Wong said.

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng said the state
government is ready to provide a conducive
platform for business enterpreneurs who are
clean and willing to work hard to be successful.

“If you conduct business following the prin-
ciples of trust, clean and honest, I believe traders
at Pesta Pulau Pinang

more Visitors.

“They include 3D drawing along with anima-
tion show ‘Costume Play’. The admission fee
for the 3D exhibition is RMS for adults and RM3
for children, with the fees being subsidised by
the state government,” he added’

will reap multiple prof-
its, as customers will
always prefer to deal
with you,” he said dur-
ing the opening cere-
mony of the 48th Pesta
Pulau Pinang themed
“Jom Pi Pesta” at Sun-
gai Nibong recently.

Also present were
Deputy Chief Minister
1 Datuk Mohd Rashid
Hasnon, State Speaker
Datuk Law Choo Ki-
ang, Exco for Tourism
Development Danny
Law Heng Kiang, State
secretary Datuk Seri
Farizan Darus and
State Financial Officer
Datuk Mokhtar Jait.

Some 176 food and
exhibition booths, con-
sisting of electrical and
electronic and health
products, tourism, in-
terior decoration,
clothing and art and
craft products, are tak-
ing part in this year
event.

Lim added that Pes-
ta Pulau Pinang this
year will highlight new
attractions to bring in
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International Street
Art colours Penang

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

PENANG was once again in the limelight with the
Urban Xchange international street festival.

It was the first time a street art event featuring artists
from New York, Berlin, Copenhagen, Manchester and
Melbourne took place.

The 15 talented artists gathered in Penang to create
18 murals from Nov 15-23.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng dropped by the Hin
Bus Depot Art Centre on Nov 21 to meet up with some
of the artists including the well-known Ernest Zacha-
revic from Lithuania.

“Penang hopes to be the platform for international
and local arts groups. We hope to be the centre for arts
and culture to flourish where we have the space, toler-
ance for new ideas and for creativity. Penang is willing
to support this effort and encourage local artists to grow,”
Lim said.

Urban Nation from Berlin was represented by Elisa-
betia Pajer, the executive assistant to Yasha Yoong, di-
rector of Urban Nation at the launch.

Urban Nation aims to bring together artists who shape
and enrich urban spaces in neighbourhoods in every
corner of the world.

Itis a unique vision with the goal to support renowned
and up-and-coming contemporary artists alike as well

PHC ANNOUNCEMENT : ANNUAL MAINTENANCE

19" January 2015.

website www.penanghill.gov.my .

The Management
Penang Hill Corporation

The Penang Hill Funicular service will be closed from 12 January — 18 January
2015 for annual preventive maintenance works, and shall resume business on

Visitors can opt for alternative routes via the Jeep Track (Botanical Gardens) or
the existing hiking routes to the top of Penang Hill. For further details on train
service schedule and development, please visit our

We apologize for any inconvenience caused.

JMA_FJ1°TR2]

Lim (left) and Zacharevic (third from left) during a
visit to Hin Bus Depot.

as cities and their inhabitants.

Zacharevic explained why Urban Nation was
brought to Penang.

“Urban Nation will be able to see the talents from
Malaysia and it is spectacular that Penang is chosen.
Everyone loves Penang. There is something special
about Penang. Kuala Lumpur is too modern but Pen-
ang is more relaxed,” he said.

Have you been on the lookout for the 18 murals
around Penang?

They are all over the city and even in Balik Pulau.

Local artists like Donald Abraham, Kenji Chai,
Bibichun and others also contributed their pieces on
the walls.

Spot them by finding out the locations of these
murals.

Go to facebook.com/hinbusdepot

ORGANISED BY / PENGANJUR:

=
=

CO-ORGANISED BY / PENGANJUR BERSAMA:

A
(fétlreatyle

SPONSORS / PENAJA:

=OM-H-2015

SEBERANG PERA TENGAH

21IKM HALF MARATHON (5.30am)
S8KM FUN RUN (6.30am)

Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai, Bandar Perda.
11-January-2015 (Sunday)

award for biggest
family members

limit to first 100 families registered

WWW.PENANGRUN.COM
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Zumba for everyone

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

ZUMBA, the Latin in-
spired dance exercise, has
somehow managed to get
the blind, lame and men-
tally challenged to come
together with the rest of
the people in a high en-
ergy workout led by Zum-
ba instructor Zin Mary at
the Town Hall.

It was heart-warming
to see those in wheel-
chairs moving to the mu-
sic while the children
with Down’s Syndrome
danced in their own way.

The event, ”’Let’s
Walk, Run and Zumba for
Charity 20147, not only
managed to raise funds for Eden Handicap, it
also allowed the people in our community to
enjoy a day out.

Exco member for Youth, Sports, Women,
Family and Community Development Chong
Eng was there to flag off the fun walk, fun run
and zumba.

She recalled how Eden Handicap general
manager Bertie Tye approached her about rais-
ing RM1 million to purchase five handi-cabs

Esplanade.

Zumba instructors leading the 500 over people in Zumba at the

which are specially fitted vehicles to ferry
people in wheelchairs.

“I admire the faith Bertie has because he said
God will help him achieve his objective of rais-
ing the money to get the vehicles which will
provide free services to the OKU. Today, we
see 29 people in wheelchairs participating in
the walk and zumba. About 500 people took
part in this event. The funds raised by generous
donors have realised Bertie’s objective,” Chong
Eng said.

Adventist marks 90th year

THE Penang Adventist Hos-
pital (PAH) first opened its
doors on Dec 12, 1924 by Dr.
J. Earl Gardner with a simple
mission to sincerely serve the
community irrespective of
cultural and financial back-
grounds.

Today that mission still
stands true for the hospital as
it has evolved from a humble
clinic into a tertiary health-
care facility recognised glob-
ally for its brand of quality
services.

“As we continue to rein-
force our reputation as a not-
for-profit hospital that edu-
cates the community to make
informed health choices, I
must say that we are proud to
continue with Dr. Gardner’s
caring legacy of helping the
needy and sick,” said PAH
chief executive officer Dr.
Wesley Toh.

PAH has undertaken an
impressive journey over its 90
years but it would seem the

hospital is set to push its
boundaries of excellence.

Among the improvements
currently undertaken is the
expansion of a full-fledged
oncology centre, a multi-sto-
rey carpark, increasing the
size of the heart centre and
also to rebrand Tanjong Med-
ical Centre to the Adventist
Medical Centre (AMC).

Dr. Toh also took the time
to posthumously commemo-
rate and recognise the found-
er of the Adventist Bakery,
Ethel Heisler, who passed
away on Sept 9.

One of her most famous
contributions to the hospital
and the community was her
famed wholemeal bread avail-
able at the bakery along with
her involvement in the hospi-
tal’s outreach programmes.

Her husband and former
president of Penang Adventist
Hospital, Ed Heisler, accepted
the award in recognition of
his late wife’s contributions.

“Besides quality healthcare
PAH provides, I am sure
many Penangites know Ad-
ventist for baking marvellous
bread that we all have come
to know and love over the
ages,” said Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng.

Lim expressed his pride at
the hospital’s achievements
and hopes PAH will continue
serving the healthcare needs
of people regardless of race,
religion and background for
many years to come.

“Over the last few years,
the healthcare especially
medical tourism has been
growing steadily to become a
crucial segment in the Malay-
sian economy. It is vital for
healthy industry players to
push further including im-
proving citizens’ accessibility
to quality healthcare,” he
said.

Malaysia is currently
ranked among the top health
tourism destinations with

Children from the Eden Handicap taking a stroll around George

Town during the Fun Walk.

The list of major donors include:
1. Pertubuhan Wanita Mutiara Pulau Pinang (two units,
one by Wanita Mutiara, another one matched by a philan-

thropist)

2. Hotayi Electronic Sdn Bhd
3. Lions Club of Georgetown Central
4. Rotary Club of Georgetown

5. Philanthropist from KL
6. Lions Club of Alor Star

Ed (second from left) receiving the honorary award on behalf
of his late wife from Ng Gim Bee, PAH general manager and

witnessed by Dr. Toh.

over 60% of health tourists
making Penang their pre-
ferred choice.

The Penang Health Asso-
ciation (PHA) recorded an
impressive RM370 million in
revenue in 2013 from the
RM314 million in 2012, a
14% improvement, represent-
ing two-thirds of the coun-
try’s receipts from that sector.

Besides their 90th anniver-
sary celebration, Lim also
congratulated them on being
conferred the “Highest Rev-
enue for Healthcare Travel-
lers, Northern Region, 2012
and the Overall Highest Rev-
enue for Healthcare Travel-
lers 2012”7 awards by the
Malaysian Healthcare Travel
Council (MHTC).
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
ridwan wan48@yahoo.com

BERTA BERTA

YB Shorlful Azhar Othman }T; 012-411 4690 Asrol Scml Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com

PINANG TUNGGAL o PINANG TUNGGAL

YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra/8@yahoo.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
F) 04-573 4630 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com

SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 zqﬁoggg/\a?h% 019-507 3828

zahadi55@yahoo.com

TELOK AIR TAWAR ) TELOK AIR TAWAR

YB Datuk Jahara Hamid ﬂ 04 -351 2873 Norhayati Jaafar 019-4337119

jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie/ 1 19@yahoo.com.my

SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin , 012-594 1515

datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m H 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com

BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS

YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini

PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG

YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 Hj. Mohd Tuah Ismaill 019-570 9500
H 04 - 866 4202 tuahismail@yahoo.com

TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG

YB Shah Haedan Ayoob T) 04 - 866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849
H 04 -866 1821 halilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04-594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET; 04 -227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey A
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA 994
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF

SOCSO

N1
N2
N3
N4

N5
Né

N7
N8

N9

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)

JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG
PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

Penaga
Bertam
ll;incmgl
ungga
Permatang
Berqngan
Sungai Dua
Telok Air
Tawar
Sungai Puyu
Bagan
Jermal
Bagan
Dalam

N10 Seberang

Jaya

N11 Permatang

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim .
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/I Rajaji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PAS PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 575 5584
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

:011-1060 8823 - Shukri
:019 - 593 3736 - Fatimah
: 017 - 424 9371

:019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza

:013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man
:013 - 598 1435 - Raudzey Razali

: 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee
: 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon

- Tasrin

Keong

:016 - 473 1963 - Gesan

04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Mohd. Iskander

:019 - 412 8442 - Kamal

Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012 - 4740964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N16 Perai : 04 -399 6689 - Selvi
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai : 010 - 929 6603 - Ariff Baseri
Acheh
N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina

Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus

N27 Pengkalan
Kota
N28 KOMTAR

N29 Datok
Keramat

N30 Sungai
Pinang

N31 Batu
Lancang

N32 Seri Delima

N33 Air ltam

N34 Paya
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

N34 Pantai
Jerejak
N37 Batu
Maung
N38 Bayan
Lepas
N39 Pulau
Betong
N40 Telok
Bahang

:04 - 829 0614
g
:012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
- Hong Kian
Ben

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah
N24 Padang Kota :

:012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin

012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

Keat

: 012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang

010 - 811 7300 - Razin

:017 - 480 7417 - Varinder

04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
04 - 282 6630 - Shuen

: 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna

:019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James

:012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet

:012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon

Lee
016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee

:016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul

016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
: 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

:019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman

016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho

:016 - 599 2918 - Saifullizan
: 012 - 422 4935 - Zulkiflee
: 017-413 5695

- Johan Abu
Bakar
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(NGO)

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta
(NGO)
[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

Ahmad Tarmizi Abdullah
(NGO)

I
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAILIS SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MPSP 2014 MPPP 2014 Kalendar Pelancongan
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon Pulau Pinang Dec. 2014
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 MPPP 04 - 259 2020
Tan Hooi Peng (DAP) 012 - 498 6212
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) 012 - 552 4791 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
(DAP)
Chandrasekeran a/l S. 012 -5619870 Oing) Al o) ([PAF, G- A0 ste
Maniam (DAP) Tay L.eong Ser?g (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
e Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 - 457 1271
Sukumar a/l Subramaniam 019 -442 2113
gov.my
(DAP)
Loh Joo Huat (DAP) 012-422 1133 =
. Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) | 012 - 423 9143
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my : :
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019 -411 5598 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP)
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012-4017718 Mohd Hariszuan Jaharudin | 013 - 379 6019
(DAP)
Michael Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
(DAP) (PKR)
Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 Osman (PKR)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
H'ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 [P
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 9459621
(PKR)
M.Satees (DAP) 016 - 438 4767 -
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
PKR
Chong Pei Pei (DAP) 012-4767729 ( )
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 - 4708811
Chik (PKR)
Ong Eu Leong (PKR) VIS0 Lim Boon Beng (PKR) 012 - 564 4400
Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki (PKR) | 017 - 409 7702 N Zemne Ze e [FR) O = 178 B0k
Iszuree lborahim 016 - 443 3205
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) 013 - 489 3227 (PAS)
Mhd Nasir Yahya (PAS) 012 - 402 6739
Shafigah Shobha Abdullah 016 -496 1659 Dr. Lim Mah Hui(NGO) 012 - 422 1880
PKR
( ) Eric Lim Seng Keat (NGO) 016 -4143428
Rajasegar a/l Govindasamy | 019 - 411 7051 wielie] Feer [REme OlO=srnzers
(PKR) (NGO)
T TTTTTToTTTTTTmmmm T mnn T |
Zulkifii Ibrahim (PKR) 018 - 576 1622 ] BULETIN MUTIARA :
1 ]
1 1
! Tingkat 47, Komtar, !
Zulkiefly Saad (PKR) 013 - 436 2848 ] 1
] 10503 Penang |
1 Phone : 04-650 5468 | Fax : 04-261 5923 1
1 i~ a a . 1
Mohd Rizal Abd Hamid (PKR) | 012 - 424 3878 : Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com :
! Keep yourself updated through SMS blast, 1
1 “ ” ]
Ho Leng Hong (PKR) 017 - 487 2767 : Type “"ADD ME"” and send to 010 333 1758 :
] EDITORIAL 1
1
Omar Hassan (PAS) 019 - 571 8031 : Editor !
i Chan Lilian (English) 1
] Tam Poh Guek (Chinese) !
Ahmad Kaswan Kassim 019 - 408 4899 ! G.Revatic (Tamil) {
(PAS) ! Writer !
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov. ! Danny Ooi (English) ]
. ! Nazleen Najeeb (English) 1
my ] Shum Jian Wei (Chinese) 1
Wong Chee Keet 012-451 1312 ! Chris Koay (Chinese) ]
: )
1 ]
1 1
1 ]
1 ]
1 1
1 ]
1 ]
1 1
1 ]
1 ]
1 1
1 ]

013 - 414 4822

J. Patmavathy (Tamil)

Photographers :
Chan Lilian, Law Suun Ting,
Alissala Thian, Ahmad Adil Muhamad and
Mark James

Graphic Designers :
Ildzham Ahmad and Loo Mei Fern
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A little girl enjoying herself at Beach Street.

Buskers entertain

in Penang

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

BUSKERS are now part of the street scene
in Penang like in other major cities where
they are one of the main attractions.

New York, Washington, Paris, London,
Sydney and other big cities have their
buskers who attract passers-by to pause
and enjoy these street artistes and their
unique talents.

Penang recently decided to make it of-
ficial.

An event called Penang Buskers Festi-
val was held at Beach Street and Arme-
nian Street.

Some of us may be familiar with the

gold or silver man or the juggler.

Snakes and clowns
are part of the Buskers
Festival.

Well, they are here to entertain you.

Just visit Beach Street on Sunday morn-
ings this month or Saturday evenings at
Armenian Street.

Be charmed and thrilled with the array
of performances.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who
dropped by Beach Street on Dec 7 said:
“This event aims to bring buskers together
to enable cultural, artistic and social ex-
change that will enrich Penang’s urban
landscape as well as to provide artistes
with an opportunity and a platform to
perform in the public. It aims to benefit the
development of Penang’s artistic landscape
and to further the careers of local artistes.”

This silver man can remain still like a statue and the crowd loves taking photos
with him.

Free guided tour of Pulau Tikus

AS an initiative to promote tourism as
well as sharing the stories of Pulau Tikus
with tourists and locals alike, state as-
semblymember Yap Soo Huey has
launched another initiative with the
Penang Tourist Guides Association, My
Pulau Tikus Tour, a free guided tour.

“There is a lot to discover in Pulau
Tikus. Amidst the shopping malls and
the hustle and bustle of the town, you
still can find village fronts with shady
trees and a laidback village lifestyle,”
said Yap.

“We want to share this side of Pulau
Tikus with not only tourists but locals
as well to learn more about their state’s
history and culture,” she added.

A detailed itinerary for the January
tour package will include exploring the
Siamese culture, Burmese culture, the
rich history of the Pulau Tikus market,
shopping centres, famous hawker foods
and various architecture and heritage
trees in the district.

The tour will be held every Sunday
from Dec 14 to Feb 1, 2015 and the
package will change every month to
cover different aspects of Pulau Tikus.

If the one-month tour programme
receives favourable reception from the
public, the tour will be extended with
even more programmes included.

Anyone interested in joining the tour
should meet outside the Kelawai Road
entrance of Gurney Plaza before 1.50pm
any Sunday before kicking off at 2pm.

The tour will use the Pulau Tikus
Loop free bus service.

Pulau Tikus is a township rich in his-
tory settled by early Burmese and Sia-
mese migrants alongside the Eurasian
community which sprang during the
colonial era.

The township now encompasses a
modern mix of high end shopping malls,
apartment blocks, and residential areas
with pre-war heritage shophouses, vil-
lages, schools and houses of worship.

The free tour is sponsored by Yap (left) assisted by Gurney Paragon, Gurney Plaza’s
management and the Penang Tourist Guides Association.

ITINERARY

1.50pm - Meet outside Gurney Plaza, Kelawai Road Entrance.

2pm - Board the bus at Gurney Plaza bus stop.

2.10pm - Get off at Convent Pulau Tikus Bus Stop to Visit the Church of Im-
maculate Conception, Belissa Row and local crafts shop Huey & Wah
3.10pm - Take bus at Lintang Burma bus stop (in front of Bee Cheng Hiang)
3.15pm - Get off the bus at Kampung Herriot bus stop to visit Wat Buppharam,
Ang Hock See, Old Chinese Village Kg Sirih, Old Malay Village Kg Syed, Masjid
Jamek al-Munauwar

4.25pm - Take bus from Masjid Jamek al-Manauwar bus stop
4.30pm - Arrive at Gurney Paragon
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A MONTH OF ORANGE
Penang Goes Orange to eliminate violence against women

g ¥ " - W
PWDC CEO Aloyah Bakar, Chong Eng (Penang EXCO for Youth and Sports; Women, Family and Community Development) and Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng with the
partners of Penang Goes Orange.

By Yasmin Bathamanathan, Commu-
nications & External Relations Officer,
PWDC

FROM November to December 2014, the
Penang State Government through Penang
Women’s Development Corporation
(PWDC) carried out a state-wide activism
campaign in solidarity with the global 16
Days of Activism to Stop Violence Against
Women. Over ten programmes were organ-
ised all over Penang island and mainland
in collaboration with campaign partners
Women’s Centre for Change, Penang
(WCCQ), Penang Chinese Town Hall, World
Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA),
and Child Rising. The campaign was also
supported by local Penyelaras KADUNS,
State Assemblyperson service centres (pu-

sat khidmat ADUN), Jabatan Kebajikan
Masyarakat and the office of the Penang 28 November: The writers of VOICES at George Town
Literary Festival 2014.

29 November: Wong Hon Wai, ADUN for Air Itam, with the partici-
pants of “Stop Child Abuse and Neglect” workshop.

State Secretary (Setiausaha Kerajaan Neg-
eri). On Dec 11, the closing ceremony of

Penang Goes Orange was officiated by

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng. 6 Degember: Dep_uty Chief l\{lil:\ister Dato’ Mohd
Rashid Hasnon with the participants of the VAW
workshop at Kompleks Sukan Balik Pulau.

23 November: Chong Eng and partner organisations officiating the VAW forum at Penang 23 November: Kasthuri Patto, Member of Parliament for Batu Kawan with the
Chinese Town Hall. participants of the VAW workshop at Tambun Garden Restaurant.
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Story and pix by Danny Ooi

JELUTONG wet market has
joined three other wet markets
in the state in the organic recy-
cling programme.

The other three are in Bayan
Baru, Pulau Tikus and Lebuh
Campbell.

Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) alternate com-
mittee chairman Joseph Ng said
the council has installed four
retention tanks at the market.

“We hope all traders will help
to recycle food waste into or-
ganic fertiliser,” he said at the
launch of the food waste conver-
sion programme at the market

December 16 - 31, 2014

Jelutong market joins
organic recycling programme

recently.

He added that all 30-odd trad-
ers will be turning rotten vegeta-
bles and fruits into bio-liquid
fertiliser.

This will help reduce landfill
methane emissions.

Rotten waste is collected and
put into a Bio-Regen Instant
Food Conversion machine to
turn the decomposing food ma-
terials into liquid fertiliser.

“The Bio-Regen machine,
which costs about RM20,000,
can produce about 4,000 litres
of bio-liquid fertiliser in 28
days,” Ng said.

He said the waste manage-
ment programme was part of the

state’s initiative to reduce the
increasing costs of managing
household and domestic wastes.

“Although Penang has a
population of only about 1.5
million, Penangites are among
the biggest contributors of solid
waste in the country.

“Through this programme,
we hope to inculcate public
awareness of recycling,” he
added.

Ng commented that the coun-
cil collected some 100 tonnes of
household waste daily.

“The cost of collection, trans-
port and treatment of waste at
the dump site is between RM 100
and RM120 per tonne.

1tiay

A council worker demonstrating the use of the Bio-Regen Food

Conversion machine.

“Under the waste recycling
programme, we can save cost
and divert the funds to hold
more activities for rate payers,”
he said.

Also present were MPPP
secretary Ang Aing Thye and
MPPP councillor Ong Ah Teong.

Meanwhile, Ong said the wet

markets at Farlim and Padang
Tembak will soon be furnished
with these machines.

“The use of the machine is
also in line with the state gov-
ernment’s policy to recycle food
waste in its vision to make Pen-
ang a Cleaner, Greener, Health-
ier and Safer State.”
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GRPB puts democracy in action
in Kampung Sungai Chenaam

By Sharon W.H. Ling, Com-
munications and Advocacy
Officer, PWDC

ON Dec 6 and 7, residents of
Kampung Sg. Chenaam in Ni-
bong Tebal went to the polls as
part of the Penang Women’s
Development Corporation
(PWDC)’s ground-breaking
Gender Responsive and Par-
ticipatory Budgeting (GRPB)
project. Women and men, girls
and boys of all ages lined up to
drop their ballot papers into
boxes, marking a milestone for
a year-long innovative process
that aims to empower residents
to voice out their needs and
have them met.

Voting Day is Phase 3 out of
the four-step GRPB model em-
ployed in Kampung Sg. Che-
naam, and was open to all resi-
dents aged 10 and above. The
results of the two-day voting
process saw the highest number
of votes go to a proposed ‘Fut-
sal Court’, followed by ‘Safe-
ty’, ‘Cleanliness’, ‘Recrea-
tional Park’ and lastly ‘Resi-
dents’ Awareness Program.’

The GRPB process began in
April 2014 with Phase 1, com-
prising a demographic census
of 221 out of 310 households
conducted with the help of
Zakat Pulau Pinang. Phase
Two, which began in mid-Aug

2014, saw Focus Group Discus-
sions with residents grouped
according to specific gender
and age categories (Men /
Women / Senior Citizens /
Disabled). From the Focus
Group Discussions, key com-
munity concerns were identi-
fied and brought over to Phase
3 for voting.

With Phase 3 or Voting Day
now over, the fourth and last
phase will see the voting results
and residents’ top choices con-
veyed to the Municipal Council
of Seberang Perai (MPSP) for
further budget planning and
discussion. A follow-up Budget
Dialogue between MPSP and
residents is tentatively sched-
uled for early 2015.

The weekend also saw a
‘Karnival Kampung Sungai
Chenaam’ organized alongside
Voting Day for the enjoyment
of residents. Activities included
a men’s futsal competition,
women’s badminton competi-
tion, family sports, lucky draw,
silat performance, and movie
screenings. The carnival was
organised with the cooperation

Residents lining up to cast their votes.

of the Municipal Council of
Seberang Perai (MPSP), the
office of the Nibong Tebal
Member of Parliament (YB
Dato’ Mansor bin Hj Othman),
the service centre of Penyelaras
KADUN Sungai Acheh, and
JKKK Kampung Sungai Che-
naam.

With GRPB’s participatory
model, communities like Kam-
pung Sungai Chenaam are
transformed from passive ben-
eficiaries of public services to
active change agents and part-
ners for community improve-
ment. GRPB, in essence, is
democracy in action by empow-
ering residents to speak up and
let government know exactly
what they want and need.

Residents and guests enjoying the carnival festivities.

Penang school is most active road safety club

Story and pix by Nazleen Najeeb

PENANG’s SMJK Union bagged first place at the national level most active
road safety club 2014 organised by Malaysia Road Safety Department

(JKJR) recently.

The school road safety club was established in 1990 to raise awareness
and educate pupils on road safety practice.
“We expect the young to practice the good culture as they grow up,” said
Penang JKJR director Muhammad Husni Mahmud at the prize giving cer-

emony on Nov 29.

National JKJR director Datuk Dr Tam Weng Wah handed over the
RM3,000 prize money, a trophy and certificates of appreciation to the school.
Tam hopes with the 2014-2020 Malaysia road safety plan, 50% of the
road fatalities can be reduced by end of the period.
Also present at the ceremony were Malaysian Institute of Road Safety
Research (Miros) director Prof Dr Wong Shaw Voon and Road Transport
Department (JPJ) director Datuk Hassan Yaacob.

The school’s team members are proud of their effort.



curry mee

Story and pix by
Chan Lilian

CURRY mee comes in
many distinctive tastes
and is prepared differ-
ently in Penang. There
are at least three very
unique styles of curry
mee.

First there is the white
curry mee which is pre-
pared from hearty stock
of anchovies, bones,
herbs like lemongrass
and other secret ingredi-
ents and of course, coco-
nut milk.

The yellow noodle and meehoon are served
with the boiling hot stock and garnished with
prawns, cockles, mint leaves, squids and taupok

(dried soyabean cubes).

Some of the famous white curry mee that
come to mind which many Penangites know will
be Lorong Seratus Tahun, Kuantan Road, Tavoy

Road and Lee Huat Cafe.

The second type of curry mee, which is not
very popular in Penang, is the curry chicken type

which is the version found in other states.

However, one exceptionally good one is Tua
Pui Curry Mee at Kimberley Street (near Car-

navon Street junction).

If love you to add stuff to your curry mee,
then, you will be spoilt for choice at Tua Pui’s
stall because he has plenty of fresh prawns,
squids, fish-balls, chicken and chicken gizzard

and liver.

If we talk about curry mee, we certainly must

include Siam-Ee’s curry mee.

It is not about the taste as many other stalls
have caught up in terms of flavour and taste, but

the unique way you are served.

that is spicy.

Curry mee that is piping hot and served with fresh prawns at Lee
Huat Cafe has been around for 30 over years. On weekends, you
have to wait some 30 minutes to get your bowl.

Fresh bunga kantan (ginger flower) and lemongrass ground with chil-
lies and spiced up sea food and fish-balls that accompany your curry
mee at Jalan Sir Ibrahim.

Tourists absolutely adore to squat on tiny
wooden benches, cradling the hot bowl of curry

The special ingredient at Siam-Ee and a few

in chilli that spices up the soup.

with instant noodles.

real thing really well.

However, which brand is the best is subject

to debate.

fresh or processed.

But on those lazy days, one can easily whip
up a bowl of curry mee at home within minutes

People can get into a passionate discussion if
Ah Lai curry mee is better than the world famous
MyKuali or if Ibumie is the best of all.

Then, there is the Maggi tempting advertise-
ment of curry mee cooked in a palace that makes
you go out and grab a pack out of curiosity.

Well, Penangites are blessed and spoilt for
choice as there are so many to choose from —

other stalls in Air Itam is the dried squid cooked

You have to try the Siam-Ee curry mee near the Air ltam market/

Truth to be told, the white curry mee that is
currently a much sought after commodity world-
wide and in Malaysia has copied the taste of the

Hokkien Methodist Church because the experience of squatting on
a bench, cradling a hot bowl of noodle is a must-do in Penang.

SOME GREAT CURRY MEE STALLS (in no particular order)

e Lee Huat Cafe at the junction of Jalan Tan Sri Teh Ewe Lim and

Jalan Masjid Negeri. (morning)

* Coffee-shop at junction of Tavoy Road-Burmah Road (night)

(morning)

* Kuantan Road morning market
* Curry mee at Green Garden/Jalan Sir Ibrahim (morning)

e Lorong Seratus Tahun

e Chulia Street night hawkers

Tua Pui curry mee at Kimberly Street/Carnavon Stree junction

e Siam-Ee Air Itam curry mee near Hokkien Methodist church
e Cecil Street Market (lunch time)

* | shall leave this spot empty for readers’ favourite!

Best of the best instant noodle

PENANG’s famous comfort food re-
cently became a certified craze.

MyKuali Penang’s White Curry Noo-
dle was rated by The Ramen Rater as the
No 1 instant noodle for 2014.

To get to the top of the “Top Ten In-
stant Noodles Of All Time 2014 Edition”,
it had to face competition from over
1,365 instant noodles from all parts of
the globe.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said it
was a proud moment as the pick signifies
locals are capable of producing an excel-

lent quality and tasty product.

In a press conference on Dec 4, Lim
added: “If is it wasn’t for Penang, Singa-
pore would have taken the lead.”

Hans Lienesch, an American instant
noodle fanatic, in his blog listed Singa-
pore’s Prima Taste Singapore Laksa La
Mian second and Prima Taste Singapore
Curry La Mian third.

Revealed as “having strong curry fla-
vor and a hearty finish”, MyKuali Penang
White Curry Noodle’s piquant broth once
took seventh place in the blog’s 2013 list

of Spiciest Instant Noodle.

Meanwhile, the noodle’s perfect
chewy texture attracted not only local
foodies but noodle devotees from as far
as Johor.

According to the manufacturer’s mar-
keting director, Thomas Tang, Sky
Thomas Food Industries Sdn Bhd made
MyKuali as their house brand.

“My mum’s authentic chilli paste with
natural ingredients mixture has made the
noodle an all-time favourite,” added Tang
during an interview on Dec 16.

Some say the Penang White Curry
Instant Noodle is exactly like the
one you have at the hawker stalls.
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Dragon boat race draws thousands

Iranian team showing off with their paddles before the race began.

Story and pix by Nazleen Najeeb

FROM blaring drumbeats to multi-coloured boats,
thousands flocked to Teluk Bahang dam to witness
the truly awe-inspiring annual dragon boat race on
Dec 6 & 7.

Supported by the state government, Penang Water
Supply Corporation(PBAPP) and Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP), the recent prestigious
2014 Penang Pesta Dragon Boat Race drew hundreds
of participant from all corners of the world and spec-
tators both local and from abroad.

“Teams not only enjoy the traditional sport but
experience Penang’s rich culture, heritage and cui-
sines,” said Exco for Tourism Development Danny

Law who is also the chairman of Penang Pesta
Dragon Boat Race at the event launch on Dec 6.

He added Penang is proud of the more than 30
years of experience in organising such races until the
race has become Penang’s signature event.

This year 40 teams participated with over 20 in-
ternational teams from Korea, Iran and USA/Canada
taking part.

Besides teamwork, the high spirited sport requires
endurance and test of rowing skills.

At the launch, a heart pounding drum show spiced
the arena alongside techno dances and colour run.

Iran’s national women’s team, the Avash Persian
Gulf, were proud to get a whole new experience here
in Penang.

Youths display ping pong skills

THE Ping Pong Teluk Bahang Open Deputy Chief Minister 1 Cup saw fierce

competition among the best of players in the state.

Organised by the Teluk Bahang Village Development and Security Commit-
tee (JKKK), it aimed to give young Penangites more exposure to the sport.

Officiated by Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon on Dec
6, the first open tournament ever held in the state saw more than 50 participants

fighting it out for the singles and doubles titles.

Rashid, a ping pong enthusiast, played a couple of shots at the opening.
“The tournament is an avenue to provide experience for players and coaches

to further their development,” he said.

Nasril Anas Ahmad, 40, from Sg Ara Malay Ping Pong Club, used his killer
instinct to defeat the energetic Cheah Kar Shean from Will to Fight (WTF) to

bag the singles title.

Meanwhile, the dynamic duo of Leong Yee Sien and Brandon Fong, from
WTF, won a hard-earned 3-1 triumph against the pair from Universiti Sains

Malaysia (USM) to take the doubles title.

Organising committee chairman Mohd Amin Nordin was glad the event was

a Success.

He hopes next year many similar tournament would take place to highlight

the sport that involves the old and young.

Rowers from Chinese Taipei enjoying themselves with the colour run.

“With the warmth and exciting atmosphere, we
will definitely return here next year,” said its head,
Daneshvar Azam, 31.

Meanwhile, team Sea Explorers of Korea was glad
with their first attempt participating outside their
country.

Team manager Choi Gabin said after three years
of training, they are ready to challenge themselves
in an international arena.

Among the local teams were the well-known KL
Barbarians, RMAF Black Paddle of Kedah and Pen-
ang Forward Sports Club.

The vigorous sport is often held twice in Penang.

Last June, the National Dragon Boat Festival Pen-
ang 2014 was held at the same venue.

Leong and Fong posing proudly with their trophy and certificate.
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Seri Delima assemblymem-
ber RSN Rayer and Bukit
Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh
jointly contributed RM20,500

Berapit assemblymember Lydia Ong provides uniforms and school shoes to peopleinher for school uniforms for the

constituency.

children.

Paya Terubong assemblymember Yeoh Soon Hin with the children who benefitted from vouchers to purchase school

uniforms.

Stacks of school uniforms contributed by Batu Maung as-
semblymember Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim.

Batu Uban assemblymember Dr. T. Jayabalan
with a smiling school boy who just received
his voucher to purchase school necessities.

Air Itam state representative Wong Hon Wai (third from right) posing for a photo with the children who
collected their uniforms at his service centre.
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Hi-tech the way forward

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

AN industrial roadshow fea-
turing high-tech manufactur-
ing reached Penang’s shores
on Dec 11 after touring Indo-
nesia and Vietnam.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who was invited for the
commencement ceremony,
said manufacturing, besides
tourism, remains a key pillar
of Penang’s economy, contrib-
uting 48.4% of the state’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
in 2013.

”Our GDP has witnessed an
annual growth of 6% since
2005, growing from RM39.2
billion to RM62.6 billion in
2013. A strong manufacturing
base will allow us to diversify
our economy and make it more
resilient. High-value manufac-
turing also creates good jobs
and opportunities for locals,

and stimulates demand for so-
phisticated services, ’he said.

Other guests at the event
were Mohd Faizal Hizam, as-
sistant director at MIDA Pen-
ang, Muhamad Husni Ya, as-
sistant director from Matrade
Penang, Ahmad Shahir Abdul
Aziz, Investment Promotion
Manager from Invest Perak,
Alex Tan, vice-president of
Singapore Industrial Automa-
tion Association (SIAA) rep-
resenting IE Singapore and
others.

A total of 46 foreign and
local participants and more
than 1,600 manufacturers and
supplier company representa-
tives in business matching
meetings and sourcing were at
the Industrial Roadshow.

Penang is well positioned to
seize and support the growth
in high-tech manufacturing

The Life Science industry is
aprime example of how compa-

nies have recognised Penang’s
strong value-proposition for
sophisticated manufacturing.

”Today, Penang is home to
world-class commercial-scale
life science manufacturing fa-
cilities. The National Biotech-
nology Policy sees biotechnol-
ogy as an enabling tool for
advances in agriculture, health-
care and industry,”’Lim said.

Companies with BioNexus
status from Malaysian Bio-
technology Corporation will
enjoy tax Incentives for their
biotechnology related R&D
activities.

”This has made Penang a
top choice for setting up a fa-
cility as this island has more
than 3,000 well developed
local suppliers in electronics,
automation, packaging, plas-
tics, precision engineering,
metal work and software de-
velopment to support this
cause,” he added.

Singapore’s pavilion at the Industrial Roadshow.

Penang remains top site for businesses

MALAY SIA remains an attrac-
tive business venue due to its
positive outlook toward the
US, quality of infrastructure
and reasonable office lease
costs.

“Overall, US- Malaysia re-
lations were further strength-
ened this year; businesses
continued their strong growth
and US multinational compa-

Sanjeev addressing the crowd
during the dialogue session.

nies (MNCs) continued to
recognise Malaysia as an at-
tractive regional base for doing
business in Asean,” American
Malaysian Chamber of Com-
merce (AMCHAM) president
Sanjeev Nanavati said in his
speech at the Amcham Penang
Dialogue function recently.

“As such, a lot of Malaysian
companies have transitioned
and developed into regional and
multinationals,” he added.

“Likewise, Penang is also a
virtue site with a good eco-
system for flourishing busi-
ness,” he added.

Present at the dialogue ses-
sion were Malaysian-American
Electronics Industry (MAEI)
chairman Datuk Wong Siew
Hai and US ambassador to Ma-
laysia, Joseph Y. Yun.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng officiated the function.

Yun said the transfer scheme
programme of US students to
Penang and vice-versa is ex-
pected to take place next year.

He added the on-going trans-
fer of technology and knowhow
from US to Malaysia has set
bigger plans for next year.

“Multinational companies
here like First Solar, Intel, Key-
sight Technologies, Altera and
the like have been actively in
this spectrum for many years,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Lim said the

state initiative in setting up a
BPO Hub will help the existing
MNCs and the impending ones
to set up base here.

“These companies have
helped to set up local skilled
labour, thus retaining human

talent,” he added.

He said this will indirectly
assist employees to escape the
middle income trap, which is a
setback to increase productiv-
ity in the work force and fam-
ily wellbeing.
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AUGUST - Probably the
last parade for the PPS
on Merdeka Day.

APRIL - It is like spring in Penang when flowers covered the grounds of the
Penang State Assembly building.

NOVEMBER - Opening of the Penang dedicated bicycle lane.

JUNE - Karpal’s son Ram-
karpal Singh emerged as

. . the new MP after winning
MAY - Penang lost Bukit Gelugor MP Karpal Singh. the by-election.

SEPTEMBER - Sad days for the nation and for Penang OCTOBER - Festival of Lights or Deepavali is DECEMBER - Year 2014 ends with the launch of the Ilbu Emas
as we mourn the loss of MH17 and MH370. celebrated all over Penang. programme for housewives.
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