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Price increas
takes a hike

NO price hike on local services.
That is the good news from
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
during his speech at the Penang
Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) City Walk 1.1.14.

Speaking to over 7,000 peo-
ple, Lim said: “Penang is proud
to be the only state in Malaysia
that did not impose any price
hikes.”

Reaffirming his New Year’s
Day message, he told the
crowd: “The state government’s
pro-growth and pro-jobs eco-
nomic policies that has seen
economic prosperity and a
shortage of at least 20,000 jobs
is not achieved at the expense
of the poor.

“Penang is proud with our
cash assistance programmes of

Dressed in his track pants, sports shoes and City Walk 1.1.14

RM150 million to schools, di-
alysis centres, free WiFi and
directly to the 1.6 million Pen-
angites since 2008, especially
the singular achievement of
becoming the first state to wipe
out poverty in Malaysia.”

He added: “In contrast to the
BN federal government’s re-
peated price hikes of petrol,
sugar, power tariffs, highway
tolls and assessment rates, the
Penang state government has
not increased quit rent, water
tariffs, assessment nor business
licence rates for this year and
next year.

“The only increase is on
penalties for consumers who
waste water, an environmental
protection programme to con-
serve water, because Penang
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T-shirt, Lim assuring Penangites that Penang is not imposing

any price hike on local services.
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They may be political opbonents but they proved they can set differences aside and have a good

time. Seen here are Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak (second from right), Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng (right) and Culture and Tourism Minister Datuk Seri Mohamed Nazri Aziz (second
from left) at the National-level Christmas open house at the Esplanade in Penang on Dec 25.
Also in the picture is Penang State Secretary Datuk Farizan Darus. - Pix by Jason Sim

records the country’s highest
water consumption rate.

“Even after the increase in
penalties to conserve water,
those who waste water still pay
the lowest water tariffs in the
country.”

Furthermore the new hous-
ing rules and commencement

of the public and affordable
housing programme of 20,000
units in all five districts by the
Penang Development Corpora-
tion will benefit first-time house
buyers.

Penangites were probably
bracing themselves for a bleak
future because of the various

price hikes.

However, after hearing the
assurances from the chief min-
ister, they were all in good and
jovial mood and took part in the
City Walk together with Lim
and his wife, Betty Chew and
son Ethan.

e See also Page 14



State defends Benz purchase

cars.

Mokhtar: The Chief Minister is entitled to use two

Story by Danny Ooi

STATE Financial Officer Datuk Mokthar Mohd
Jait on Jan 1 said the Chief Minister is entitled to
use two cars, namely Mercedes Benz S400 and
Mercedes Benz S300.

The Chief Minister is currently using only one
car. The Chief Minister and the exco refused to
buy 15 Mercedes cars as taxes made the cars too
expensive.

The dealer also could not provide the guarantee
to take back all the cars if there is no tax exemp-
tion for them.

“So the Chief Minister and exco decided to buy
15 Toyota Camry 2.5 cars which were tax exempted.
Following this, 15 cars were delivered to the state
government on Oct 31, 2013,” Mokthar told report-
ers at a press conference in Komtar.

He added that on Nov 20, the Mercedes dealer
extended the offer of the Mercedes Benz S300 at

a price of RM298,263. This package includes tax
exemption and a special discount of RM100,000.

“In view of this, the exco consented to purchase
the Mercedes Benz S300 on Nov 20, 2013 after
its meeting,” he said.

‘This is based on the vast price difference from
the original price of RM657,218 and discounted
price of RM298,263.75.

“The decision to buy the car is deemed a good
one as the Mercedes is durable and long-lasting
like the Mercedes Benz S320L used by former
Chief Minister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon since
Sept 4, 1995.

“In addition, the Mercedes Benz S320L cost
RM 271,331.22 in 1995 - the price 18 years ago,
which is not much different compared to the price
of the new car (RM298,263.75),” Mokhtar said.

“The Toyota Camry 2.5 which was used by Lim
will be given to Deputy State Speaker Maktar

Shapee.”

MACC welcome to probe

THE media onslaught on the
purchase of a Mercedes-Benz
S300L bearing the registration
number PG 1, is unprecedented.

Despite two press statements
issued by the State Financial
Officer, Datuk Mokhtar Jait,
the issue continues to make

I welcome any proposed in-
vestigation by the MACC as
reported by news portal Fz.com
on the Penang state govern-
ment’s purchase of a Mercedes-
Benz S300L for my official
usage. Whether MACC will
eventually investigate or not,
full co-operation will be given
to the MACC as the state gov-
ernment is clean and I have
nothing to hide.

I will not be asking MACC
why no investigation was con-
ducted on BN governments who
made similar purchases without
the 55% discount. I am certain
that MACC will find that the
Penang state government is “as
clean as a whistle” as the whole
transaction of purchasing the
Mercedes Benz was handled by
the State Financial Officer Da-
tuk Mokhtar Mohd Jait, who
had abided by proper and legal
procedures with valid docu-
mentation.

I had criticised the purchase
of 14 Mercedes E200 at RM
245,000 each purchased by the

headlines in the mainstream

media.

On Jan 4, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng called a press confer-
ence in Komtar and gave the
following press statement
which Buletin Mutiara is repro-

ducing in its entirety.

Terengganu state government in
2008 for RM3.43 million be-
cause they were not ‘value for
money”. They did not get a 55%
discount for the 14 Mercedes,
unlike the 55% discount ob-
tained by the Penang state
government when purchasing
one Mercedes Benz.

Only in Malaysia will buying
a car with a 55% discount and
saving public monies be worthy
of being probed by the Malay-
sian Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion (MACC) but it is not
worthy of MACC'’s investiga-
tion when buying at higher than
market price and wasting public
funds. The state government
had bought the Mercedes Benz
S300L for RM298,263.75, a
55% or RM358.,954 .25 discount
and tax exemption from the
original price of RM657,218.00.

I will not be surprised that
MACC is probing the state
government for saving money
amounting to RM358,954.25
but letting off those who buy at
marked-up prices as exposed in

1
limelight for days.

the annual Auditor-General
Reports. The latest 2012 Audi-
tor-General Report exposed
malpractices involving RM6.5
billion which include wastage
of public monies such as:-

* RM1.3 million worth of
equipment by the police force
that went missing, including
156 handcuffs, 44 weapons and
29 vehicles were missing.

e the Department of Broad-
casting’s purchase of 20 wall
clocks at RM3,810 each, 38
times more than the estimated
RM 100 each, and three A4 size
scanners at RM14,670 a unit,
more than 70 times the esti-
mated price of RM200 each;

e the Customs Department’s
having to destroy RM600,000
worth of shoes it had purchased
because they did not suit its of-
ficers;

e the Melaka state govern-
ment’s illegal building of its
Customs and Immigration
Quarantine Complex on private
land, which eventually cost it
an extra RM10.8 million to

The much talked about PG 1 that has hogged the media

compensate the landowner, plus
an extra RM40 million in build-
ing costs that had shot up be-
cause of the delay;

* Ministry of Youth spending
RM3 million excessively and
imprudently for the National
Youth Day celebrations, includ-
ing RM1.6million to bring in
K-Pop groups from Korea.

* RM1.3 billion in additional
costs over the USD 2.3 billon
Bakun Dam project and paying
RMUSS$133 million (RM430
million) in compensation to two
foreign contractors for losses
incurred which suffered delays
of up to four years in civil en-
gineering works.

No action is taken by MACC
for such wastage of public
funds that involves a BN gov-
ernment but a different ap-
proach is taken when public
monies are saved by a PR gov-
ernment. This is really Malaysia
Boleh!

LIM GUAN ENG

CM flies economy
on domestic
travels

Story by
Nazleen Najeeb

CHIEF Minister Lim
Guan Eng took a swipe
at Putrajaya on its re-
cent cost-cutting
measures, especially
the move to only allow
civil servants below
the grade Jusa C to fly
in economy class with-
in the country.

“Our state is cost
savvy as officials up
to the Chief Minister
level travel in econo-
my for domestic trav-
el,” Lim said proudly,
adding that Putra-
jaya’s move was too
little, too late.

He also questioned
all the fuss over the
chief minister’s spe-
cial discounted Mer-
cedes Benz while
ministers travel luxu-
riously in business
class.

Lim also clarified
that the Mercedes is
for the chief minis-
ter’s use and thus be-
longs to the state.

“I will not be trav-
elling in it when I am
no longer the CM.”
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Gone but never forgotten

Story and
pix by
Mark
James

ON Dec 12,
the state
government
held a grand VIR
ceremony at FEEN '
Padang Kota §
Lama to
honor the 10
men who
lost their
lives to pro-
tect our na-
tion‘s sover-

A

eignity from Ahmad Zahid (forth from right) receiving the mock cheque from Lim.

a hostile in-
vasion.

The families of the eight men from the
Royal Malaysia Police (PDRM) and two from
the Malaysian Armed Forces (ATM) were also
presented with a mock cheque for RM30,000
each from the state government.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said although
money will never bring back the heroes or in
any way relieve the sorrow their families have
endured, he hoped they will find comfort in
knowing that the nation holds these fallen he-
roes in the highest regard.

“Although those who fell were not from
Penang, that is no reason for our state to not
stand strong with our nation‘s peacekeepers
who are steadfast in protecting us from an inva-
sion,” Lim said.

Lim also expressed his gratitude to the entire

police force and servicemen who serve this
country tirelessly and honorably without expec-
tation of reward.

Home Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi and Second Infantry Division com-
mander Major-General. Datuk Mohd Shukri
Ahmad were also present at the ceremony.

“In the matter of safety and defence of our
country there cannot be any compromise. Today
is a testament of our unity, puting aside our
political differences to honour those who fell
in Lahad Datu,” Ahmad Zahid said.

Lim presented the mock cheque of RM 240,000
to Ahmad Zahid on behalf of the eight police-
men and RM60,000 to Mohd Shukri.

Gelang Patah MP Lim Kit Siang and Bukit
Bintang MP Fong Kui Lun were also present at
the ceremony.

Lim: Retract or face legal action

January 1 - 15, 2014

Story and pix by Mark James

EXCO member Lim Hock Seng, who
is assemblymember for Bagan Jermal,
has issued a retraction notice to the
Utusan group for allegedly defaming
him in a Mingguan Malaysia article.

The article in question titled Lelaki
dakwa dipukul wakil rakyat DAP was
published last Dec 22, where G. Para-
dase Naidu, 36, claimed he was as-
saulted and chased out of Lim‘s service
centre at Jalan Raja Uda when request-
ing aid for a religious function.

“I vehemently reject and deny that
sort of incident took place and regret
the report has been published and my
image tarnished,” said Lim to the press
on Jan 6.

He expressed his disappointment
with Mingguan Malaysia for publishing
the defamatory story without an official
investigation and report by the police.

Representing Lim was Jagdeep
Singh Deo, who also condemed the
publication for unethical reporting and
issued the notice by fax and mail to the
Utusan Group to retract the story, issue
an official apology to Lim and compen-
sation of agreeable damages.

“This is a very serious allegation and
if our demands are not met within one
week from today (Jan 6), we will not
hesitate to take legal action,” Jagdeep
said.

Lim has also produced two police
reports; one against the publication for
unethical reporting and another against
Naidu for false accusation.

He said that it was a shock to find
out he was being accused for assault
without any investigation and had to
personally contact the police to give his
statement.

Lim has offered his full cooperation
to settle this issue.

AROUND TOWN

Penang Hill Railway Maintenance Work

The Penang Hill train service will be closed from Jan 6 to Jan
14 for annual maintenance work. Normal services will resume
onJan 15. For enquiries, call 04-8288861 or log on to www.
penanghill.gov.my.

Language Course

The British Council is conducting a speaking and pronuncia-
tion course for adults on Saturdays from Jan 18 to March 15
at its premises in Wisma Great Eastern, Suite 3A 1 & 3A. 2,
25 Light Street, Penang. Call 04-2630330 or email penang@
britishcouncil.org.my to register.

Meet The People

The Penang Island Municipal Council will hold its monthly
meet-the-people session on Jan 24 from 3pm to Spm at Komtar,
Level Four. The public can come forward to lodge complaints,
provide suggestions and advice pertaining to services under
the council.

Explore George Town
Explore George Town by bicycle and enjoy its rich heritage
and culture. There are a few bicycle rental centres and one of
them is the George Town Bicycle Rental. For details, visit
http://www.gtbikerental.com

Ball Room Dancing

Penang YMCA will be holding basic ballroom dance lessons
from Jan 10. The classes will be held every Friday from 8pm
to 9pm. Those interested can call Shanti at 014-3432103 or
04-2288211 to register.

Chinese New Year Culture And Heritage
Celebration 2014

The state government together with Penang Chinese Clan
Council and Clan Associations Youth Committee, Penang will
organise the Chinese New Year Culture & Heritage Celebration
on Feb 2 from 3pm to midnight at the Unesco World Heritage
Site in George Town.

Lim (left) and Jagdeep showing the police reports and notice of
retraction respectively.



The Raja Permaisuri Agong Tu-
anku Haminah Hamidun made
a brief visit to Penang on 14
March, 2013. On arrival Her Maj-
esty was received by Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng and his wife,
Betty Chew Gek Cheng, Penang
Speaker Datuk Abdul Halim Hus-
sain, Penang Exco Members

Wong Hon Wai, Chow Kon Yeow
and other State leaders.

Two tragedies that marred the year
2013 are the giant structure which
fell from Menara Umno onto Jalan
Macalister during a freak thunder-
storm on June 13 killing two per-
sons and the collapse of the ramp
leading to the Second Penang
Bridge. In this photo, the Penang
State leaders visited the site to
check on the repair works carried
out.

The smiles on the senior citizens’ faces show their joy and
appreciation for the Penang Senior Citizen Appreciation
Programme. Assemblymember for Seberang Jaya and Exco
member Dr. Afif Bahardin meeting some of the recipients in

Assemblymembers from the Pakatan Rakyat celebrated Mother’s
Day with the moms in their constituencies. Assemblymember for
Komtar Teh Lai Heng giving a stalk of gerbera to a senior citizen.

Maybank Seberang Jaya in May.

Thelyearithatiwas

Story by Chan Lilian

BULETIN Mutiara presents here some of the highlights
of 2013. It has been an eventful year with the 13th Gen-
eral Election which took place on May 5 where the Pa-
katan Rakyat in Penang won handsomely to return as the
state government.

A few tragedies marred an otherwise glorious year.
Two of them that took place within a week in June
shocked Penangites and the nation.

One is the collapse of the ramp leading to the Second
Penang Bridge and the other one where the lighting ar-
restor from the Umno building came tumbling down in a
freak storm.

Year 2013 was a promising one as well because Penang
inked the deal for the undersea tunnel and the launch of
20,000 units affordable homes.

Penangites continue to enjoy benefits from the vari-
ous welfare programmes like the Golden Babies,
Golden Students, Senior Citizens and even fishermen
were given the due recognition they deserve with the

help of free nets.

In order to make Penang even more dynamic, changes
have to take place. And with each change, there is sup-
port and also strong opposition.

Penangites, known for their strong conviction to issues
close to their hearts, naturally voiced out when things
affected them.

Two notable changes are the traffic flow in the Pulau
Tikus- Gurney Drive area and the change of the parking
system to a coupon system.

Both of these received flak, brickbats and loud opposi-
tion but as a people-centric government, the state govern-
ment listened and tried to accommodate the requests.

Every sector of the community was cared for - women,
children, the disabled, civil servants, fishermen, farmers,
small traders and other groups were given due attention.
On the religion front, the state celebrated the various
religious celebrations with equal respect and festivities.

In general, 2013 was a good year. Penangites can now
look forward to a better 2014 although there lies the gloom
of price increases.

CYCLISTS can look forward
s to a ride along the coast
adjacent to the Tun. Dr. Lim
Chong Eu expressway at The
Light Waterfront, Penang.
On March 8, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, Exco mem-
ber Chow Kon Yeow, assem-
= blymember Teh Yee Cheu
8 launched the bicycle path by
IJM Land Berhad.

Penang celebrates various religious and cultural festi-
vals. Ponggal or the Harvest Festival is celebrated by ¢
the Indian Community.
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Thousands of people were at Komtar in December to take a free
affordable homes registration form when it was launched. Young
and old are curious to see the affordable homes available for Pen-
angites. 20,000 units will be made available in various stages.

Promises made during the 13th General Elections are quickly ful-
filled. One of them is the giving of free nets to fishermen.

Penang Gov-
ernor Tuan
Yang Terutama
Yang Di-Per-
tua Negeri Pu-
lau Pinang Tun
Dato’ Seri Uta-
ma (Dr.) Haji
Abdul Rahman
Bin Haji Ab-
bas cutting his
birthday cake
in August.

In Penang, on the eve of 2014, various New Year’s eve
countdown parties were organised all over Penang.
Exco member for Religious Affairs, Domestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs, Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim (second
from right) organised a more religious based celebra-
tions with prayers and invited Ustaz Azhar Idrus (fourth
from right) to speak to the Muslims.

One of the most touching and memora-
ble scene prior to the 13th General Elec-
tion which was held on May 5, was when
the Chief Minister’s wife, Betty Chew Gek
Cheng initiated to go bald in protest of
money politics. When her locks of crown-
ing glory were gone, she couldn’t hold
back her tears and was hugged by her
husband who also cried with her.

Exco member for Local Gov- §
ernment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow got down to work imme-
diately on his flood mitigation
portofolio. By September, he
had visited almost all the flood
mitigation projects. District
Engineer from the South-West
JPS office, Abdul Rani Zainor gl
and Chow visited the Gertak i
Sanggul JPS pump house. -

The Penang State Government signed a preliminary agreement with Consortium Zenith BUCG
Sdn Bhd jointly with China Railway Construction Corporation International (CRCC) and Beijing
Urban Construction Group to undertake feasibility studies and detailed design works (FSDD) for
the planned RM6.3 billion Penang highway and traffic mitigation projects involving 3 major inland
road works and an undersea tunnel linking Gurney Drive and Bagan Ajam in Butterworth on Oct 6.

The Penang State
Executive Commit-
tee Chairmen (Exco)
were appointed in
May after the 13th
General Election.
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Penang continues booming

DESPITE the rise in unemployment rate
in Malaysia, Penang continues to see
not just full employment but a shortage
of at least 20,000 workers.

The Statistics Department announced
recently that the unemployment rate
rose to 3.3% in October 2013, from the
3.1% in September..

“This achievement is possible partly
because of the state government’s CAT
governance of competency, accounta-
bility and transparency that upgrades
budget-based to outcome-based admin-
istration that ensures economic growth
(pro-growth), employment opportuni-
ties (pro-jobs) and equitable justice
(pro-poor),” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said in a recent statement.

Penang has neither been distracted
nor detracted from seeking sustain-
able growth that provides jobs for
Malaysians.

“Penang’s recent successes in secur-
ing several critical foreign direct invest-
ments, which will be followed by im-
portant announcements next month, will
fulfil the pro-growth and pro-jobs objec-
tives of the Penang PR state govern-
ment,” he added.

Moving towards outcome-based ad-
ministration in the second term of gov-
ernment, focuses on getting value-for-
money for government expenditure that

will not only assist in reducing mainte-
nance costs but also ensure better qual-
ity in the public delivery of services.
This will go a long way towards achiev-
ing a cleaner, greener, safer and health-
ier Penang.

The budget-based administration
implemented by PR since 2008 has led
to a healthy budget surplus every year,
increase in state’s assets by 50% to
RM1.2 billion and a reduction in state
debt by a record 95%.

Again, investments was a record
RM36.1 billion for 5 years from 2008-
2012, which is nearly double that com-
pared to RM18.7 billion from 2003-7.

This was achieved through fighting
corruption, establishing integrity in
public service and open competitive
tenders.

However the poor, the weak and
those who need help are not forgotten.

“Penang is not only the first state to
give cash contributions to ordinary
citizens as part of the anti-corruption
dividend but also the first state in Ma-
laysian history to wipe out corruption.
Adopting the unconditional cash trans-
fer or UCT model of topping up all
families whose monthly household in-
comes are below the poverty line of RM
790 per month, Penang is free from
poverty,” Lim said.

Two teens do Pnang proud

---------

Hard work has paid off for Chew (left) and Cheah.

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by Mark James

FOR the first time in three years, a
Malaysian has gained entry to the
prestigious Harvard University in the
US.

And she is a Penangite!

Eleasha Chew Sue Yuen, 19, will

KDU spreads

The KDU team with the happy children.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix courtesy of KDU College

KDU College Penang (KDU Penang)
got into the festive spirit of caring and

Christmas cheer

sharing during the recent Christmas
with a charity event themed “SHOE
BOX” - A gift wrapped with love”.

It was a two-week charity drive
organised by the Engineering Society

start her Harvard College’s Early Ac-
tion programme next year.

For her impressive achievement,
she received RM1,500 and a certifi-
cate. Meanwhile Cheah Chung Yin,
also 19, who scored 8A’s in the World
GCE Advanced Level May-June 2013
Examination, received RM 1,000 and

of KDU Penang and some 600 Christ-
mas gifts were collected from staff,
students, family members and friends.

Together with members of the En-
gineering Society, Dr Wendy Chin, a
lecturer with the Engineering Depart-
ment and organiser of this charity event,
visited St Joseph’s Home, Crystal
Home Penang, Seri Cahaya and
Betheseda Home in Penang and cele-
brated Christmas with the children and
senior citizens from Dec 21 to Dec 25.

The children were thrilled when
Santa’s helpers from KDU Penang
descended from their four-wheeled
“sleigh” laden with colourfully wrapped
presents in all shapes and sizes as well
as McDonald’s Happy Meals.

These jolly Santa helpers also filled
the homes with uplifting Christmas
carols belted out in several languages.
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a certificate.

Making the announcement at the
Penang Development 2013 Christmas
and New Year Celebration on Jan 2,
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng com-
mended them on their achievement.

“These local heroes are achieving
the international standard in line with
the state’s aim of making Penang an
international city,” Lim said.

At the lunch event, Lim, who is
PDC chairman, congratulated the
PDC staff for their hard work through-
out the year.

He also told them that if they im-
prove further, more rewards will be
coming their way.

Pastor David Barnabas, founder of
Crystal Home Penang, said: “This is the
first time the children were showered
with so many presents. On behalf of
Crystal Home Penang, I would like to
thank the KDU Penang team for spread-
ing warmth and joy to the children.”

The KDU Penang community is
unwavering in its effort to promote a
feeling of loving and sharing through
various charity initiatives.

Expressing gratitude at the generos-
ity of well-wishers this Yuletide season,
Dr Chin said: “Christmas is about shar-
ing. I sincerely thank each and every
one who has placed a gift under our
jumbo Christmas tree.

“SHOE BOX was a success because
of these donors, who have put smiles
on the children’s faces and warmed the
hearts of the elderly this year.”



100,000 expected at

Chinese New Year event

Story by Danny Ooi

COME Feb 2, 2014 some 100,000
people are expected to converge at the
Unesco Heritage Site in George Town,
covering Beach Street, Bishop Street,
Church Street, King Street and Penang
Street.

The Chinese New Year Culture and
Heritage Celebration will be held in
the area from 3pm to midnite.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said
the state government and the private
sector have been supporting the an-
nual event since 2008.

“I would like to thank E&O Prop-
erty (Penang) Sdn Bhd for donating
RM200,000 towards this event,” he
told a press conference at E&O Hotel
Penang on Dec 31, 2013.

Lim urged other hotels to help pro-
mote the event as well.

Among the highlights at the cele-
bration are dragon and lion dances, a
12 Chinese zodiac fancy lantern exhi-
bition, cultural performances and
Chinese kungfu performances.

There will also be a Penang Chinese
origin food presentation, a traditional
puppet show and stalls offering sump-
tuous street hawker food.

Adding merriment to the event
would be a fireworks display.

The event is jointly organised by
the state government, the Penang Chi-
nese Clan Council and Clan Associa-
tions Youth Committee Penang.

Later, after the press conference
Eastern & Oriental Berhad finance and
accounts general manager Pauline Lye
and its head of marketing and sales
(Penang)-cum- gen-
eral manager Chris-
tina Lau presented a
mock cheque to
Lim.

Among those
present were Exco
for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Man-
agement and Flood
Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow, Exco for
Religious Affairs,
Domestic Trade and
Consumers Affairs
Datuk Abdul Malik
Abul Kassim, Tan-
jong MP Ng Wei Aik
and Air [tam assem-
blymember Wong

Hon Wai. Jans.
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away 50 food hampers to the community in Air Itam. Air ltam assembly-
member Wong Hon Wai (second from left) handing over a bag filled with
basic necessities to a senior citizen.

Aid for 64 pupils

Story by Danny Ooi

IT was a bright start to the new school session for 64
children from Bukit Kecik, in Bukit Mertajam, when
Padang Lalang assemblymember Chong Eng recently

handed over school aid to them

“This annual contribution is to help needy children
overcome the problem of them lacking the bare essen-

tials for their education,” she said.

The aid, comprising 92 sets of school bags, two sets
of school uniforms and a pair of shoes, came from the

Penang Zakat Office.

Also present at the event was Bukit Mertajam MP

Steven Sim.

™, X > 3 —

Chong Eng (second row, seated seventh from left)
and Sim (beside her) having a group photograph with
some of the children who received the aid.
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Housing rules ‘final and conclusive’

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng, at a press
conference on Dec 18, said the housing rules
introduced by the state will be final and con-
clusive.

“There are a few points which the state has
taken note of after dialogues with several
organisations and associations and the chang-
es were made where necessary,” he said.

Lim said the new rules are designed to
protect Penang from being adversely affected
by a property bubble as well as ensuring that
public housing and affordable housing are
bought by genuine purchasers who are
qualified first time buyers from lower and

Exco

middle-income gr played by the Pen- B
crneoms 810V ang State Housing 3
The new rules take effect on Feb 1. Department. h

Public housing are low-cost houses up to RM42,000
and low-medium cost houses from RM72,500 to
RM400,000 on the island and from RM72,500 to
RM250,000 on the mainland.

The state government has set up a RM500 million
Public Housing And Affordable Housing Fund to build
20,000 units of public housing and affordable housing
in all 5 districts of Penang. This is the largest amount
set aside by any state government in Malaysian his-
tory to build affordable and public housing. Natu-
rally, these new rules are necessary as the state gov-
ernment is concerned that first-time buyers may not
be given the first opportunity to buy them and reduce
exploitation for speculative gain.

104 Units of Shared Ownership Scheme
(SOS) & 51 Units of Rent-Buy Scheme

Further the state government would also implement
Malaysia’s first ever Shared Ownership Scheme(SOS),
a historic joint purchase initiative between the state
government and poor purchasers, for those who just
miss out on getting a 90% or 100% bank loan, by
offering a 30% interest-free loan from the state gov-
ernment whilst they need to borrow the remaining
70% from banks instead of a 90% or 100% bank loan.
104 units of low-cost houses in Taman Sungai Duri,
Seberang Perai Selatan will be the pilot scheme for
SOS. The State Government would also imple-
ment a “rent-buy scheme” of 51 units in Taman
Seruling Emas Flats, Seberang Perai Selatan for
the poor who are unqualified to obtain any bank
loans or where banks refuse to lend any amount
of loans to them.

As a people-centric government, the Penang
state government wants to achieve housing de-
mocracy that allows every working family to
own their own homes. Ensuring that public
housing (low cost and low medium cost houses)
is owned by the poor and genuine first time buy-
ers is our priority. The state government is com-
mitted to assisting first-time buyers to have the
opportunity to buy affordable homes and is
willing to accept any criticism or face any legal
challenges by those who oppose this commit-
ment, whether from NGOs or BN.

Jagdeep
Deo (right) is look-
ing at the Penang
Affordable Hous-
ing projects dis-

member
Singh

Penang’s New Housing Rules

The Penang state EXCO had during its last meeting
refined the new housing rules for clarity and cer-
tainty as follows:

1. Public Housing — Low Cost And Low Medium
Cost Housing

All low cost homes (up to RM42,000) and low-
medium cost homes(up to RM72,500) purchased
cannot be sold for 10 years from the date of Sale and
Purchase Agreement. Those who wish to sell during
the first 10 years must appeal to the state government
and can only be sold to “listed buyers”. The price
transacted will not be set by the state government but
will be on a “willing buyer, willing seller” basis by
both the “listed buyer” and the seller. Listed buyers
are those who have registered with the Housing De-
partment of the state government and are certified as
low income groups that are qualified to purchase
low-cost or low-medium cost housing. This 10 year
rule will cover all past and future purchases. The bal-
loting of houses will be subject to oversight by an
auditing firm, the first time this is done by any state
government in Malaysia.

2. Affordable Housing

Affordable housing is classified as houses which
were initially purchased below RM400,000 on the
island and RM250,000 on the mainland. Affordable
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A huge crowd of gathering around the exhibition of affordable
homes held in Komtar.

housing purchased can not be sold for for a period of
5 years from date of Sales and Purchase Agreement.
Those who wish to sell during the first 5 years must
appeal to the state government and can only be sold
to “listed buyers”. The price transacted will not be set
by the state government but will be on a “willing
buyer, willing seller” basis by both the “listed buyer”
and the seller. “Listed buyers” are those who have
registered with the Housing Department of the state
government and are certified as middle-income groups
that are qualified to purchase affordable housing. This
5 year rule will only cover all properties transacted
on or after Feb 1. In other words it will not be retro-
spective but affect only Sales and Purchase Agreement
signed on or after Feb 1.

3. Purchases By Non-Citizens

Non-citizens can only purchase properties in Pen-
ang in excess of RM1 million and for landed prop-
erty on the island must exceed RM2 million. All
purchases of properties by non-residents will be
subject to a 3% levy on the transacted price for Sales
and Purchase Agreement signed on or after Feb 1.
Exemptions are provided for purchases for industry
purposes or for a purpose that promotes employment,
education, human talent or promoting Penang as an
international and intelligent city.

4.2% Levy On Property Purchased After Feb
1 Sold Within 3 Years

A 2% levy will be imposed on the seller for
all property sold within 3 years from the date of
the Sales & Purchase Agreement(SPA) signed
from Feb 1. In other words, this is not retrospec-
tive. Properties bought with the SPA signed
before Feb 1 will not be subject to this levy. Only
properties bought with the SPA on or after Feb
1 will be subject to the 2% levy if sold within 3
years. This 2% levy is not applicable to afford-
able housing.

Active discussions are continuing with the
Bar Council, banks, property developers both in
and outside Penang as well as other associations
to brief them on the new housing rules which
are in force for SPA signed on or after Feb 1,
except for low-cost or low-medium cost housing.
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Putrajaya’s PR1IMA ‘taichi

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mark James

FRUSTRATED and infuriated with the federal
government’s slow response to enquiries, Jag-
deep Singh Deo, exco for Town & Country
Planning and Housing, wrote to Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak on Dec 27.

“Penangites pay the highest tax to the Fed-
eral Government. And yet, we seem to get
nothing in return from the PR1IMA housing
announced by the PM,” Jagdeep told a crowd
gathered at the Penang International Property
Expo on Dec 28.

“I wrote to the Urban Wellbeing, Housing
and Local Government Minister Datuk Abdul
Rahman Dahlan on Oct 31 and he asked me to
write to PRIMA.

“When I write to PRIMA, again Abdul Rah-
man’s office wrote back to me that I should
write to the Prime Minister’s office,” Jagdeep
said.

“How can the Minister of Housing not know
who is in charge?” a clearly angry Jagdeep
asked.

As a last resort, Jagdeep wrote to the Prime

Minister with three questions:

How many units of homes will be allocated
to Penang under the PRIMA programme?

Where are the locations of the proposed
PR1MA housing?

What is the timeline of the projects?

“According to media reports, PRIMA has
approved 20,000 homes under 15 affordable
housing projects for development in Greater
Klang Valley, Johor, Penang, Sabah and
Sarawak,” Jagdeep said.

“Further, the federal government had also
announced that another 80,000 units will be
built, which makes it a total of 100,000. So,
how many will be built in Penang?” he added.

Jagdeep assured the public that his office will
continue to pursue the Prime Minister’s office
to get the details as he repeated that Penangites
deserve to know as they had contributed the
most taxes to the federal government.

The Penang Real Estate and Housing De-
velopers Association concurred with Jagdeep
as the tax-collector (in this case, the federal
government) has a social obligation to pro-
vide homes for the people, medical care and
education.

Property market optimistic

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mark James

HARD times ahead for 20147

It seems to be the main topic of dis-
cussion in coffee shops and even news-
papers. Prices increase. Rising cost of
living. Weaker Ringgit. GST. And so
many other factors.

Well, the good news is the property
market in Penang remains optimistic.

That is the message given by Raine
& Horne International at the Penang
International Property Expo on Dec 28.

Raine & Horne senior partner Mi-
chael Geh has one advice for Penangites
— Buy what you can afford.

“The property market in Penang re-

Geh says the property market is positive.

mains very optimistic. This is because
Penang is a magnet for neighbouring
states. The good news is the launching
of close to 6,000 units of homes by pri-
vate developers will add on to the state’s
20,000 units of affordable homes. With
these additional homes, the prices will
stabilise,” Geh said.

He was also of the opinion that Pen-
ang should welcome foreign buyers who
make up only 3% of the Penang prop-
erty market.

The state government has imposed a
new ruling as follows:

Non-citizens can only purchase prop-
erties in Penang in excess of RM1 mil-
lion and for landed property on the island
must exceed RM2 million. All pur-
chases of properties
by non-residents will
be subject to a 3%
levy on the transacted
price for Sales and
Purchase Agreement
signed on or after 1
February 2014. Ex-
emptions are pro-
vided for purchases
for industry purposes
or for a purpose that
promotes employ-
ment, education, hu-
man talent or promot-
ing Penang as an in-

homes exhibited at the event.

ternational and intelligent city.

“The policy is good. Singaporeans,
Australians, Europeans and other nation-
alities come here to Penang to stay and
on average, they spend about RM3,000
to RM5,000 per month per person here.

“This benefits our local economy as
some even stay for a long term like the
Japanese and Koreans who bring up their
children, hence, needing schools and
other facilities,” Geh added.

However, he voiced his concerns re-
lating to the new housing rules but was
confident that the state government will
be sensitive to market movements.

Although the charts showed a decline
in the number property transactions, the
value of properties transacted has in-

Visitors to the Penng International Property Expo take an interest in affordable

WA

creased.

“I am sure the government will ob-
serve, evaluate and review the policies
if there are any negative movements.”

In 2012, the number of residential
property transactions indicated that the
secondary market made up 70% com-
pared to 30% from the primary market,
i.e direct purchases from developers.

The value of the secondary market,
i.e. homes purchased from another
owner, is RM5.26 billion whereas the
value of homes purchased direct from
developers is RM1.84 billion.

In closing, Raine & Horne advised
people to purchase property if they can
afford it. “Banks are prudent in lending
and if you can’t afford it, rent.”
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Support for Befrienders

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

SUICIDES are on the rise in our
country and in Penang.

In 2013, Befrienders Penang
recorded a total of 25 cases of
suicides, of which 20 resulted in
deaths.

Sometimes, the decision be-
tween life and death lies in the
lifeline provided by those who
are trained to listen and counsel.

Befrienders provides confi-
dential emotional support
through the phone, emails and
face-to-face appointments to
people who experience feelings
of loneliness, distress, despair
or harbour suicidal thoughts.

Befrienders held a dialogue
cum dinner on Dec 23 with exco

member for Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment Phee
Boon Poh and assemblymember
for Tanjung Bungah Teh Yee
Cheu.

“We are deeply concerned and
troubled by the numerous cases
of suicides. The number of
deaths through suicide, espe-
cially among the young, appears
to be on the rise and the youngest
suicide victim in Penang is an
11-year-old boy,” Befrienders
Penang chairperson Cheung
Kwan Leng said.

Cheung, who has been in-
volved with Befrienders since
1981, is concerned that with the
increase in cost of living and a
challenging job market, more
suicide cases may arise.

on the right is Khoo.

Lights out on Earth Hour

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

Phee (left) bringing good news to Befrienders Penang. Seated

FOR the first time, the state
government is collaborating
with WWF-Malaysia to engage
thousands of people in Penang
to participate in Earth Hour.

Although Penangites are fa-
miliar with Earth Hour, this will
be the first year they actually get
to do something and make a
statement that they are giving
Mother Nature a helping hand.

Earth Hour 2014 happens on
March 29 from 8.30pm to
9.30pm. Sixty minutes when
lights go out.

Chow Kon Yeow, exco
member for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation held a press confer-
ence at Komtar on Dec 23 to-

-

gether with WWEF-Malaysia
conservation director Dr.
Sundari Ramakrishna and
WWE trustees Datuk Seri Nazir
Ariff and Kate Lim.

“Earth Hour is a global en-
vironmental initiative that be-
gan in 2007 in Sydney. We are
pleased that Penang has de-
cided to adopt this major initia-
tive to drive greater awareness
of green living,” Dr. Ram-
akrishna said in her speech.

“The recent announcement
of hike in electricity tariffs
provides us with even more
push to start living green seri-
ously,” she added.

Chow, who fully supports the
initiative, pledged: “I will walk
with the people along George
Town World Heritage Trail in a

Befrienders, which is run by
volunteers, hopes to provide
toll free numbers for callers but
unfortunately the telecommu-
nications provider Telekom
Malaysia is unable to approve
their application.

Some callers cannot afford the
telephone charges and hence, are
unable to reach out.

“We also hope to secure big-
ger premises for our existing 880
sq ft, 20-year-old apartment.
Currently, we have 70 volun-
teers, which is a huge increase
from the previous 30.

“Hence, we need more space
to cater for further expansion of
our services,” Cheung said.

Cheung’s appeal was sup-
ported by Befrienders patron/
adviser Datuk Seri Khoo Keat
Siew who thanked Phee for his
staunch support which was previ-
ously given by Phee’s father for
many decades.

“Phee has done so much for
Befrienders. The latest is the
state’s contribution of RM 10,000
to us.

“We hope to receive Phee’s
continuing support,” Khoo
said.

The Befrienders volunteers at
the dinner function, Khoo and
Cheung received some very good
news when Phee gave his speech.

“The society is facing a lot of
challenges. With the massive

@®

3.5km night walk. ) .
During Earth Hour,
more than 60 build-
ings around the
heritage enclave
will switch off their
lights. It will be a
unique experi-
ence.”

He also attrib-
uted Penang’s suc-
cess in various “green cam-
paigns” to its citizens.

“Penang is blessed with
wonderful citizens who re-
sponded to the state’s green
campaigns like the ‘No Free
Plastic Bag’, ‘Green Building
Index’, bicyle lanes, Car-Free
Day and others. Events like
Earth Hour aim to create aware-
ness and bring about behavioral

price increases, people will face
difficulties. Now with so much
development, people live in iso-
lation. Therefore, Befrienders
play a very important role and
appreciation for your support is
important too,” Phee said.

“I salute each and every one
of you. We are prepared to give
support to you. I will ask the

About Befrienders Penang :

Befrienders provides confi-
dential emotional support for
people who are experiencing
feelings of distress or despair,
including those which may lead
to suicide. You don’t have to be
suicidal to call us. We are here
for you if you’re worried about
something, feel upset or con-
fused, or you just want to talk to
someone.

You may be finding it impos-
sible to explain how desperate
you are feeling to the people
around you. It can provide im-
mense relief to be able to ac-
knowledge such dark feelings to
a stranger at the end of a tele-
phone. Just by talking about
these feelings and finding some-
one cares enough to listen to you
can mean you are more able to
see your way.

The Befrienders Penang are :

e are available during our

changes.”

However, Chow added that
there are also violations and not
all have accepted the green
concept.

“Trees were chopped, hills
were cut and all these do not
add value but instead create a
bad impression. We hope that
such programmes like Earth
Hour will reinforce and hope-
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assemblymembers to identify
land available in their constitu-
ency to carry out ‘Project Adun’.
Under this project, the local
councils can allocate land up to
3,000 sq ft for community pur-
poses. I give you my words that
I will personally keep this in my
2014 agenda,” Phee said to the
cheering volunteers.

service hours to offer confiden-
tial emotional support to people
passing through personal crisis
and anyone who is in imminent
danger of taking his or her own
life. For this purpose, volunteers
are carefully selected and trained
in accordance with the Charter.
* work to increase community
awareness of the issues sur-
rounding suicide and depression.
e familiarise the public with the
work of the Befrienders Penang
organization.

 raise sufficient funding to
maintain and improve our ser-
vices.

Contact :

Hotline: 604-2815161 /
604-2811108

Email: pat@befpen.org
Service Hours:

Mon - Thurs: 3pm - 12am
Fri: 3pm - Sat 6am

Sat & Sun: Spm - 11pm

fully bring greater awareness,”
he said.

Besides the night walk, the
Penang Island Municipal Coun-
cil (MPPP) also plans to plant
60 tree saplings of endangered
species.

For more information on the
event and how to register for
the night walk, visit http://
pandashop.my/eh2014walk/



Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

DESPITE the numerous dialysis facilities
available in Penang, not all kidney patients
can utilise the treatment due to the high cost
involved.

The CAT Dialysis Centre in Balik Pulau
was set up with the aim of helping those from
the low-income group in the rural areas to go
for dialysis treatment with facilities equiva-
lent to those of the private dialysis centres.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, in his
speech during the launching of the centre on
Nov 30, expressed his appreciation to B.
Bruan Industries and exco for Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment Phee Boon Poh for
the commitment rendered to the state govern-
ment in managing the centre.

He also thanked CAT Dialysis Centre head,
nephologist Dr Chen Tse Peng, who was respon-
sible for ensuring every patient gets the required
treatment.

“I believe the involvement of the private sec-
tor in a scheme of this nature (dialysis treatment)
meets the Corporate Social Responsibilty (CSR)
of each individual company,” he said.

Also present at the launch were Permatang
Pauh MP Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, State
Secretary Datuk Farizan Daru, Deputy Chief
Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon, exco
for Agriculture & Agro-Based Industry, Rural
Development & Health Dr Afif Bahardin and
B Bruan senior vice-president Yenni Lim.

Guan Eng commented that the centre does
not operate on a profit-making basis, since
each patient will only be charged a subsidised
rate of RM30 per treatment.
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Permatang Pauh MP Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim (second left)

exchanging pleasantries with a patient at the CAT Dialysis Centre.

‘Reconsider dlalySlS centre move’ Heritage area smoke-free

Story by Danny Ooi

THE state government
has appealed to Putra-
jaya to reconsider its
move to freeze all new
applications for dialysis
centres.

Exco for Agriculture
& Agro-Based Industry,
Rural Development and
Health , Dr Afif Ba-
hardin, at a press confer-
ence on Dec 17, referred
to the statement by Dep-
uty Health Director Gen-
eral Dr S. Jeyaindran on
this issue.

“This move will ham-
per the Penang government’s effort to build
up the CAT Dialysis Centre. The state
government needs the help of non-govern-
mental organisations as on its own the state
cannot provide sufficient dialysis treatment
and to arrest the long waiting list of patients
seeking treatment,” he said.

Dr Afif commended National Kidney
Foundation secretary Datuk Dr Zaki Morad
who urged the federal government to focus
on setting up dialysis centres in rural areas.

“This move is in line with the state gov-
ernment’s plan to set up the CAT Dialysis
Centre in Balik Pulau. This will render
assistance to needy patients. The second
CAT Dialysis Centre will be set up in Se-
berang Jaya.

“I am aware of the Health Ministry’s
concern on the existence of dialysis centres
which do not meet specifications but are
still in operation,” Dr Afif said.

Also present at the press conference was
exco for Welfare, Caring Society and En-

Afif (right) and Phee showing CAT Dialysis Centre’s operatina
licence and the newspaper’s cutting at the Press Conference.

vironment, Phee Boon Poh.

Dr Afif said as reported there are 560
dialysis centres in the country run by non-
governmental organisations. Out of this,
only 326 are registered.

“The number of kidney patients has in-
creased many fold. As recorded in 1993,
there were 1204 patients, but in 2013, the
number had increased to 26,404 patients,”
he added.

Dr Afif also hit out at a local daily (The
Star, dated Dec 16) which, while reporting
Dr Jeyaindran’s statement, printed the pic-
ture of a patient seeking treatment at the
CAT Dialysis Centre in Balik Pulau.

“In this case, the STAR had bad inten-
tions of portraying the CAT Dialysis Centre
as an illegal dialysis operation.

“I hope they will apologise to the state
government and not resort to this type of
journalism in future,” Dr Afif said, adding
the CAT Dialysis Centre obtained its oper-
ating licence on June 7, 2013.

Story and pix by
Nazleen Najeeb

IN a move to attain
smoke-free status (PEN-
BAR) like Davao, Pen-
ang has gazetted the
George Town World Her-
itage Site (GTWHS) as
smoke-free from Jan 1. ..

“Everybody worries @
when there is a smog
hanging over the horizon
but can’t care less about
the danger of second-
hand smoke,” said Wel-
fare, Caring Society and
Environment exco Phee
Boon Poh last month
while presenting the
PENBAR streamers in
four different languages.

“No issue of violating hu-
man rights, it is merely a move
to protect the majority com-
munity of non-smokers,” he
added.

Phee said enforcement ef-
forts will be conducted by state
Health Department officials
and in future the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP)
enforcement personnel will do
their rounds there.

Meanwhile, Dr Afif Ba-
hardin, exco for Agriculture &
Agro-based Industry, Rural
Development and Health, said
it is our duty to make indoor
places and other public places
smoke-free to maintain the air
quality.

Streamers are up around GTWHS to
alert tourists and locals.

Also on the agenda is the
Blue Ribbon which aims to
encourage restaurants to pro-
hibit smoking in their premises.

Despite facing challenges to
implement the no-smoking
rule, restaurant owners are
welcome to discuss and come
out with suggestions to set up
a place for smokers, for exam-
ple open air rooftops.

Dr Afif also stressed that the
state government would not
tolerate those selling cigarettes
to those under 18.

A survey of 10 different lo-
cations in the GTWHS con-
ducted from December 2012 to
April 2013 showed more than
90% of Penangites support the
smoke-free zones.
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Perkhidmatan SMS Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

wE

Semakan Status Pembayaran Kontraktor
Semakan Status Pendaftaran Warga Emas
Semakan Status Cukai Tanah

tendah,

Senarai Perkhidmatan Yang Ditawarkan
han Rakyat (PPR)

Semakan Status Rumah Kos Rendah
Semakan Status Pinjaman Penuntut
Semakan Status Baki Pinjaman Penuntut

sila klik untuk maklumat lanjut ....

Sistem Penghargaan Warga Emas

[-Sejantera

http://isejahtera_penang gov.my
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
/Imquonenqppeﬂonc{ gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad

PENAGA

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Hglji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

}T{ 04 -2260218
04 -2260218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL

YB Lim Hock Seng T) 04 - 3317175
limhockseng@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 3317175
BATU LANCHANG

YB Law Heng Kian T 04 - 282 641
lawhengkiang@péenang.gov.my F) 04 - 282 641

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
/oqdeepsmqhdeo@penonq gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

(T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
ridwan wan48@yahoo.com
BERTA BERTA
YB Shonful Azhar Othman ET 012-411 4690 Asrol Sonl Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
04 - 5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL L PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra/8@yahoo.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
F) 04-573 4630 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Zopogggz\ooh% 019-507 3828
zahadi55@yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid ET)) 04 -351 2873 Norhoyoh Jaafar 019-4337119
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 yatie7 1 19@yahoo.com.my
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Mohammad Razak 013-597 6478
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my | (F) 04 - 593 9529
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Asnah Hashim 019-472 6956
asnah45@hotmail.my
PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG )
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 Hj. Mohd Tuah Ismail 019-570 9500
F) 04 - 866 4202 tuahismail@yahoo.com
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Hoedan Ayoob 04-866 1760 Dato’ HOJI Abdul Halim Hussain 019-480 9599
04 - 866 1821 abdulhalimhussain@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

m 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH
YB Teh Yee Cheu

(T) 04 - 899 9581

dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lp Chee m 04-594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com 04 -594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA ()] 04 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee _ -250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

m 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG

YB Yeoh Soo Hin sedang |
clementyeoh@hotmail.com dikemaskini
PULAU TIKUS

YB Yap Soo Huey m 04 - 226 5217
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH

YB Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

YB Ong Chin Wen T) 04 - 508 3977
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com F) 04 - 508 3677
PENANTI

1A 84- 35551

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YBDr. T. Joyobolon
drjayabalan@gmail.com

T) 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/l Rajaiji T 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com 04 - 227 1397
04 - 226 6482

(F) 04 -228 8514

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA 994
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
INFORMASI PENERANGAN 04-643 0373

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
PUSAT INFO PELANCONG 04-261 4461
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN)]) 04-210 2363
( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511
BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
JABATAN BURUH 04-262 5536
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/

PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga : 019 - 409 5922

N2 Bertam :019 - 593 3736

N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371
Tunggal

N4 Pemnatang :019 - 556 4664
Berangan

N5 Sungai Dua :013 - 595 6865

Né Telok Air :019 - 433 7464
Tawar

N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495

N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366
Jermal

N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963
Dalam

N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109

Jaya
N11 Permatang

:019 - 412 8442

Pasir 013 - 595 6865
N12 Penanti : 04 -5222916
N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507

017 - 446 1817
N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964

Bubuk 012 - 473 0964
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928

Lalang 014 - 945 9786
N16 Perai : 04 -399 6689
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735

Tengah

N18 Bukit Tambun:

016 - 404 9120
017 - 378 4448

N19 Jawi :017 - 408 4784
012 - 456 5018
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689
Bakap 012 - 542 4454
N21 Sungai :012 - 679 4704
Acheh
N22 Tanjong :016 - 4650318
Bungah

- Shukri
- Fatimah
- Tasrin

- R.M. Reza

- Rosli Man
- Mat Zahir

- Mr.Lee

- Yeap Choon
Keong

- Gesan

- Nor Hayati

Mohd. Iskander

- Kamal

- Rosli

- Rodzi

- Mr.Lim

- Yeoh Ee Yee
- Andrew Chin
- Ilkhwan

- Chan

- Lai

- Selvi

- Lim Tuan Chun

- G.Dumany
- Khor

- Abdul Halim
- Mr. Khor

- Norjuliana

- Hasbullah

- Yaser

- Ranson

N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614

N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342
Bunga

N25 Pulau Tikus :017 - 478 3237

N2é Padang Kota:

017 - 956 3237
012 - 431 7015

N27 Ee;\gkalcn : 012 - 401 1522
ota
N28 KOMTAR : 012 - 423 3227
N29 Datok :016 - 499 7274
Keramat
04 - 226 24464
N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630
Pinang
N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419
Lancang
N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362
012 - 5242549
N33 Air ltam : 012 - 4730736
016 - 4940705
N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

019 - 444 1039

: 016 - 480 0232

016 - 487 8602

016 - 444 3550
N36 Pantai 04 - 646 4700
Jerejak
N37 Batu : 012 - 504 4836
Maung
N38 Bayan :016 - 599 2918
Lepas
N39 Pulau : 012 - 422 4935
Betong
N40 Telok :017 - 413 5695

Bahang

- Hong Kian
Beng

- Cheng Kok
Eong

- Lingam

- Quah

- Johnny
Chee

- Ch’'ng Chin
Keat

- Benji Ang

- Jaya
Sangaran

- Kalvindar

- Shuen

- Karuna

Mahen
James

- Anne

- Janet

- Toon Hoon
Lee

- Sabapathee

- Jalal

- Khairul

- Sathya

- Aliff /
Shamsudin

- Ziezullhakim

- Saifullizan
- Zulkiflee

- Johan
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2014 MPPP 2014
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) | 012 - 571 2250 el lnleelECe] QISE A
(DAP)
Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
Chandrasekeran a/l S. 012-5619870 (DAP)
Maniam (DAP)
Ong Ah Teong (DAP) 012 -410 6566
R Tay Leong Seng (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
gov.my Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 - 457 1271
Loh Joo Huat (DAP) 012-422 1133 Sukumar a/l Subramaniam 019 - 4422113
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my (DAP)
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019 - 411 5598 Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) | 012 - 423 9143
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012 - 4017718 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP)
Michael Tan Cheong 012 - 487 3101 Mohd Hariszuan Jaharudin 013-379 6019
Heng (DAP) (DAP)
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
- (PKR)
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 Mohammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
Osman (PKR)
H'ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818
(PKR) 012 - 498 4556
M.Satees (DAP) 016 -438 4767 Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 945 9621
(PKR)
Chong Pei Pei (DAP) 012- 4767729 Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
(PKR)
Ong Eu Leong (PKR) 010-770 0508 Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 - 470 8811
Chik (PKR)
Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki (PKR) | 017 - 409 7702 i Boein Beig [P 0112 = B 2400
Nur Zarina Zakaria (PKR) 011-1578 5098
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) | 013 - 489 3227 jszuree forahim 016 - 4433205
(PAS)
Mhd Nasir Yahya (PAS) 019 - 432 9840
Sl Shelsle 016 - 4961657 Dr. Lim Mah HUi(NGO) 012 - 422 1880
Aagluliel [P Eric Lim Seng Keat (NGO) 016 -414 3428
Aidi Akhbal Mohd Zainon 012 - 464 3004
Rajasegar a/! 019 - 411 7051 (NGO)
Govindasamy (PKR) Mohd Foaz Hamid 016 - 422 2225
(NGO)

Zulkifli lorahim (PKR)

018-576 1622

Zulkiefly Saad (PKR)

013 - 436 2848

Mohd Rizal Abd Hamid
(PKR)

012 - 424 3878

Ho Leng Hong (PKR)

017 - 487 2767

Omar Hassan (PAS)

019 - 571 8031

Ahmad Kaswan Kassim
(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.
gov.my

019 - 408 4899

Wong Chee Keet
(NGO)

012-451 1312

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta
(NGO)
[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

Ahmad Tarmizi Abdullah
(NGO)

013 - 414 4822
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A COCEE COUNCIES Sanary 11520
Coupon parking system starts

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Law Suun Ting

JAN 1 saw the introduction of
the new parking system by the
Penang Island Municipal Coun-
cil which sees the 2,400 parking
meters replaced by a coupon
parking system.

The current parking attend-
ants will be taken in as agents
under Perkhidmatan Alam In-
dah Sdn Bhd (PAISB), the com-
pany tasked with distributing
coupon booklets to various
outlets throughout Penang.

With the coupon system start-
ing on Jan 1, the smart parking
gadget (SPG) system will be in
full effect come this May.

Chairman of the Local Gov-
ernment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation committee
Chow Kon Yeow said a RM30
summons will be issued to ve-
hicles parked at council parking

bays without valid coupons or
monthly passes.

Chow added that a few park-
ing facilities and areas will not
be included in the new system.

They include the parking
complexes on Union Street,
Beach Street and Hutton Lane.

“Also, four MPPP clock-in
and clock-out parking facilities
in Fort Cornwallis, Batu Lan-
chang, Sungai Nibong Bus
Terminal and Padang Brown are
not under the new system as
well,” he said at a publicity
programme for the new parking
system on Beach Street on Dec
27.

As of Dec 26, the council has
collected RM381 372 for the
sale of 69,273 coupon booklets
and 169 monthly passes.

A complete list of 212 point
of sales for these new parking
coupons and booklets can be
found at www.mppp.gov.my

Chow (left) at the publicity event on Beach Street taking the
time to explain the new system to a passer-by and informing
him how, when and where he can purchase his own parking
coupon.

The new year starting with a thumping good beat by these Chinese drummers.

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

EXCITED Penangites were up early and raring to
go to give 2014 a kickstart.

Some 7,000 of them were gathered on the bright,
cheery morning of Jan 1 to take part in the City
Walk 1.1.14 organised by the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP).

The first event for the state exuded vibrant,
positive and energetic “chi” to the George Town
Unesco World Heritage City as what the Chinese
will say.

Certainly a good start to the New Year.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng together with his
wife Betty Chew and youngest son Ethan joined

Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd. Rashid
Hasnon, exco members Chow Kon Yeow and
Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim, MPPP chief
Datuk Patahiyah Ismail and MPPP councillors for
the Skm walk.

In her speech, Patahiyah said: “This is the sec-
ond year MPPP is organising a City Walk on Jan
1, which is also George Town City Day. We hope
to promote a healthy lifestyle and at the same time,
enhance the bonds of families and also the com-
munity.” Families with young children and el-
derly parents took a leisure stroll along the scenic
George Town landscape starting from Beach Street
to the Esplanade, past the majestic City Hall build-
ing and into the heritage enclave.

Meet MPPP sessions

MEMBERS of the public keen to meet up with the
Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) to air their
grievances, lodge complaints, make suggestions or to
find out more about the MPPP can come to MPPP,
Level 4, Komtar on every third Friday of the month
from 3pm to Spm.

MPPP has released the following schedule when its
“Meet the Client” sessions will be held this year.

No Month Date
1 January 24.01.2014
2 February 21.02.2014
3 March 21.03.2014
4, April 18.04.2014
5 May 16.05.2014
6 June 20.06.2014
1 July 18.07.2014
8 August 15.08.2014
9 September. 19.09.2014
10. Qctober 17.10.2014
11, November 21.11.2014
12. December 19.12.2014
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Penang Women's Development Corporation

Women’s Brigade: Empowering Penang Women
by M .Rubini, Project Officer, Penang Women’s Development Corporation (PWDC)

THE Penang Women’s Brigade is
a unique state initiative launched
on 22 June 2013 in keeping with
the belief of the Right Honourable
Chief Minister, YAB Tuan Lim
Guan Eng that Penang women can
be key agents for positive change
and transformation in local com-
munities. These empowered com-
munities will ultimately influence
and play a significant role in the
development and advancement of
the state as a whole.

As an integral part of this em-
powerment process, the Women’s
Brigade provides the women of
Penang with the opportunity to
nurture their leadership skills and
become grassroots community
leaders, and to learn the concepts
of gender equality as well as good
governance.

Women in general often have
more difficulty accessing the ser-
vices they need and are entitled to
as citizens. The members of the
Women’s Brigade play an impor-
tant role in increasing the access
of women to the services and fa-
cilities provided by the Penang
State Government by helping them
register for state aid schemes for
women, including the PTSR (Pro-
jek Titian Saksama Rakyat) micro-
credit loans provided by the state
government. The Women’s Bri-
gade will also be playing a pivotal
role in increasing the quality of
women’s health in the state by
registering eligible women for the
upcoming “MAMMO Penang”
programme which provides free,
comprehensive mammogram
screenings.

PWDC (Penang Women’s De-
velopment Corporation) in its ca-
pacity as the state secretariat for
the Penang Women’s Brigade has
carried out a series of district
level induction courses in various
languages with the purpose of
briefing Brigade members on their
roles, the state government aid
programmes and sharing with them
a basic understanding gender

equality, good
governance and
leadership. The
participation from
local women has
been encouraging
and this is a clear
indication that
Penang women
are taking up the

challenge of being
agents of change
in their communi-

ties. To-date,
nearly 2,000
women have

joined the Wom-
en’s Brigade and
are ready to lend
their efforts to the
Penang State
Government in
the development
and improvement
of the state.

In conjunction
with International
Women’s Day
(IWD) 2014, the
Women'’s Brigade
has been invited
to mount a parade
as part of the
state-level celebration organised
by the Honourable Madam Chong
Eng, State Exco for Youth and
Sports, Women, Family and Com-
munity Development in collabora-
tion with JCI Pearl as well as
various state agencies such as
PWDC and the Penang State
Sports Council. The celebration is
scheduled for the morning of Sun-
day, 9th March 2014 at the Espla-
nade (Padang Kota Lama), George
Town, and all are welcome to at-
tend.

Those interested in becoming a
part of the Penang Women’s Bri-
gade can register as members at the
Service Centres of their respective
Pakatan Rakyat ADUNSs (State As-
semblypersons), KADUN Coordi-
nators (Penyelaras KADUN) or
Members of Parliament.

Kursus Induksi Briged Wa
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Participants of the Netball Competition organised by the Teluk Bahang Women’s Brigade.



m T@U RISM January 1 - 15, 2014

Tropfest SEA 2014

announces finalists

THE inaugural TROPFEST South East Asia 2014 Short
Film Festival announced the 12 finalists’ films selected
from over 180 short film entries from nine Southeast
Asian countries

The top 12 films will be screened and judged at the
inaugural festival on Jan 25.

Tropfest SEA, supported by the National Film De-
velopment Corporation Malaysia (FINAS) and Malay-
sia Major Events (MME), a division of Malaysia

Convention and Exhibition Bureau (MyCEB) under the
Ministry of Tourism and Culture Malaysia, is making
its Southeast Asian debut hosted by Malaysia.

From over 180 entries received from nine Southeast
Asian countries, 12 finalists have been selected to screen
their short films in this first edition of Tropfest SEA.

A pre-selection team comprising 10 industry experts
from the region was responsible for judging the short
films, all including this year’s TSI (Tropfest Signature
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Item): ‘RICE’.

The films will be judged live on the night, with the
winning film selected by a jury panel including Robert
Luketic (director of Legally Blonde, Monster-in-Law,
21, and Paranoia), Oscar-winning director Adam ElI-
liot and Palm d’Or-winning Thai director & Tropfest
SEA Ambassador Apichatpong Weerasethakul.

Says Joe Sidek, Tropfest SEA managing director: “I
am thrilled by the wonderful quality, creativity, and
diversity of the entries. These films have the potential
to inspire not only the Southeast Asian region, but also
the world. Bringing these finalists to Penang to show-
case their work and afford them an opportunity tap into
the global market marks the start of an exciting new
stage of their Tropfest SEA journey.”

In addition to receiving worldwide exposure, the first
prize winner of Tropfest SEA will be awarded a
US$10,000 cash prize sponsored by Tropfest SEA, and
a trip to Los Angeles to meet some leading movie in-
dustry leaders, sponsored by Motion Picture Associa-
tion (MPA).

“The MPA is pleased to support emerging filmmak-
ers from around Asia Pacific with a first prize round
trip to Los Angeles to participate in a five-day film
immersion course,” said Mike Ellis, president and
managing director Asia Pacific, Motion Picture Asso-
ciation (MPA). “The winner will join other filmmakers
in a comprehensive introduction to the business of film
and television, with visits to production companies,
film studios, film guilds, meetings with entertainment
lawyers and agents, and gaining invaluable insights
into how they can take their creative career to the next
level.”

Ellis adds that the MPA is delighted to partner with
Tropfest and wishes all filmmakers the best in their
filmmaking endeavours.

Following the festival, Tropfest SEA will launch its
Audience Choice Awards powered by Asian short film
platform Viddsee, the festival’s online screening part-
ner. From Jan 26, the 12 films will be available for
viewing on the dedicated Tropfest SEA channel, www.
viddsee.com/tropfestsea.

The public will be able to view and rate the films
until voting closes on Feb 9.

The winner of the Audience Choice Award, in addi-
tion to receiving US$500 from Tropfest SEA, will also
be awarded a luxury Phuket Krabi cruise, sponsored
by Star Cruises Travel Service (M) Sdn. Bhd.

The Tropfest SEA Festival, which is free to the
public, also features live music and entertainment, as
well as a range of merchandise and on-site F&B pop-up
stalls.

The public can visit http://tropfest.com/sea/events
to register for the event.

Staying true to the Tropfest tradition, the festival
will host Roughcut on Jan 24, a film symposium featur-
ing talks and conversations between regional and Hol-
lywood film industry experts and senior leaders.

For more information about Tropfest SEA 2014,
visit www.tropfest.com/sea or mail@tropfestsea.com
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Playground for disabled

Pix by Chan Lilian

SURIA Kala is 51 years old.
Yet, one can easily forget her
age when one sees how happy
she is zipping through the park
in her wheelchair like a child
exploring a new playground.
“This is the first time I get to
come into a playground with
ramps suitable for my wheel-

chair,” Suria told Buletin Muti-
ara with glee and a big grin on
her face.

Several mothers with chil-
dren with disabilities lov-
ingly carried them out of the
wheelchairs these children
had been confined to since
birth and placed them on the
new apparatus.

Gingerly, the child will touch

The playground has eqhipment for children who are unable to walk
but can use their hands to play and move around. Looking on is
Chow who launched the playground.

and feel, hold on to the bars and
crawl around. Soon, they begin
to explore the various brightly-
coloured play equipment.

Such sights can bring tears to
one’s eyes. Many of us who are
“normal” with boisterous chil-
dren probably have never real-
ised how much these children
and adults with special needs
have missed out on their daily
lives.

However, Associate Profes-
sor Dr. Tiun Ling Ta, who is a
Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) councillor and
also president of Penang Disa-
bled Persons Sports and Recrea-
tion Association (Pesron) knows
well because he is a spastic and
walks with a cane.

He mooted the proposal for a
Universal Accessible Play-
ground suitable for the OKU
community.

The Penang Island Municipal
Council then realised this for the
community. Costing
RM490,000 and located on a
piece of empty land in the Pen-
ang Youth Park, it has become
Malaysia’s first Universal Ac-
cessible Playground.

Chow Kon Yeow, exco mem-
ber for Local Government, Traf-

fic Manage- F j* F"
ment and Flood l‘\
Mitigation, \
launched the
park on behalf
of the Chief
Minister last
Dec 7.

“This play-
ground is part
of the state
government’s
effort to pro-
vide for every-
one in the com-
munity, includ-
ing those with
special needs. |
It shows our
concern for the
people,” Chow
said.

“Planning
and design of
public facilities
should incor-
porate the
needs of the OKU community
and it shouldn’t be an after-
thought,” he added.

The launch was also marked
with the planting of an endemic
tree to Penang island. The Main-
gaya Malayana sapling was
planted by Chow and MPPP

Penang in the Guardian’s top 40 llst

Story and pix by Nazleen Najeeb

THE renowned British daily, the Guardian, has put Penang among
the top 40 holiday hotspots in 2014, thus adding another accolade

for the state.

“Many will visit Penang with the listing and we have to work
extra hard,” Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said at a press conference

on Jan 6.

Lim is proud Penang is the only city in Southeast Asia that made

the list and the timing is right with Visit Malaysia Year 2014.

The article lists George Town eighth among major spots such as
Bordeaux of France, Budapest (Hungary) and Cape Town (South

Africa).

“We must not get carried away with the recognition since we are
still behind places like Bali,” he said, adding the state government

will continue to find means to improve tourist infrastructure.

Asked about the hotel levy, Lim said the agreed levy of RM2 for
3-star hotels and below and RM3 for hotels above four star will be

implemented on June 1.

Meanwhile, the Guardian portrayed George Town as a city with
good food, and colourful events such as Tropfest and George Town

Festival.

Tropfest , the world’s biggest short film festival, will take place
from Jan 20-25 while George Town Festival is scheduled from Aug

1-31.
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MPPP is makmg sure the endangered specles of
trees are replanted.

chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail.

Following the opening of the
playground, Buletin Mutiara
checked it out and found that
children can now mingle freely
with their wheelchair peers and
create a better understanding
and empathy for the special
needs children.

Boutique and funky hotels are among the attractions in George Town.
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PEANUT COOKIE

Ingredients

300 gms groundnuts, fried/
roasted and ground till fine

200 gms castor sugar

250 gms flour

Approximately 250 ml of oil (use
sparingly and use only enough to
bind the mixture)

1 teaspoon salt

Method
Mix the dry ingredients like sugar,
salt, nuts and flour in a big mixing
bowl with finger tips until they are
well-mixed and crumbly. Add oil bit
by bit and knead the mixture. Once
you can roll up the mixture into a
small ball without the surface crum-
bles, then don’t add any more oil.
Knead the mixture for a while to
ensure that the sugar melts. You can
tell by looking at the dough. It
shouldn’t have speckles of shiny
sugar grains but be a smooth texture.
Roll the dough into small balls and
place them on a parchement paper and
baking tray. Use a circular tube and
press gently on the top of the balls to make round indents.

Temperature : 200 deg. C
Time : About 15 — 20 minutes
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Glaze with egg before baking. To glaze, just beat one egg and brush on the cookie.

WITH the escalating cost of foods, Buletin
Mutiara’s Chan Lilian decides to share some of
her tried and tested recipes so that readers can
bake their own cakes and cookies this Chinese
New Year.

A container of traditional cookies can cost as
much as RM25. Baking our own goodies is just
a fraction of that amount. What one requires is
a decent oven and a hand-mixer which costs
less than RM70.

Nowadays, baking supplies stalls can be
found even in wet markets like Tanjung Bungah,
Chowrasta, Batu Lancang and others.

One can find pre-mixed peanut cookies, but-
ter cookies and other mixtures. It is very easy
to prepare as almost all the ingredients are in
one packet.

However, if you feel adventurous, you can
roast almonds and groundnuts to make the tra-
ditional almond or peanut cookies.

GOLDEN BUTTER CAKE

= 4 large eggs
N % .,
e %,

s 01

Ingredients
1 block butter = 250 gm
230 gm castor sugar

250 gm self-raising flour
2 tsp vanilla essence
about 6 tbsp UHT milk

Heat oven to 180 deg C. Line cake tin, size about 8
inches in diameter. In a mixer, beat butter and sugar till
white and fluffy. Add in eggs one at a time, alternating with

flour. Add vanilla essence to milk and mix in. Check the
consistency of the batter. It should be of dropping consist-
ency. Pour into baking tin and bake for about 50 mins.

Lilian, who is an avid blogger, has made cooking a special

time for family bonding. Baking cookies, cakes and cook-
ing always involved her four sons, from as young as a few
years old until they are were grown up. Now, two of her
sons, Jeffrey Loh, 24, and Michael, 22, are chefs while the
younger two, David, 18, and Matthew, 11, can easily whip
up a butter cake on their own.

Just goes to show how easy it is to bake!

There is nothing more comforting than the fragrance of butter cakes baking in the

oven. Bake a few cakes and feed the flow of hungry guests during their Chinese New
Year visits.
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MyKuali instant noodle craze

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

PENANG has always been thought of as
a food haven.

One of our most prized culinary pos-
sessions, the curry mee, has brought
foodies both local and international to
our shores to savour its spicy delight.

Now, imagine all that Penang spicy
goodness packed into an instant noodle
package that you can bring home or even
abroad.

Here’s the latest food craze that’s
taken the country by storm, MyKuali’s
Penang White Curry Noodle instant
noodles.

Introduced in May 2013 by Sky
Thomas Food Industries Sdn Bhd, the

A view of the factory where the instant noodle is produced.

available in Giant Hypermarkets and
Cold Storage,” Tang said.

Spicing things up even more, MyKua-
li Penang White Curry Noodles came in
7th on the popular noodle blog, Ramen
Rater’s Top 10 Spiciest Instant Noodles
of all time 2013, and is set to hit shelves
in Europe and the US this year.

Tang says that this instant hot seller
came to fame due to its rich curry paste
which makes the soup taste almost the
same as the real Penang thing.

All the buzz even caught the attention
of Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who had
to see and taste the noodles himself when
he paid a visit to its factory to recognise
this accomplishment on Dec 20.

“The state of Penang is always ready
to recognise and celebrate achievements

product has already sold over 50,000
cartons nationwide, recording a com-
mendable turnover of about RM1.5 mil-
lion per month up till last November.

Thomas Tang, marketing manager of
Sky Thomas Food Industries, said the
sales numbers were impressive as the
product was only available in selected

supermarkets and mini-markets in the
country.

“However, we are expanding our local
market in 2014. Our product will be

such as this and is willing to lend a help-
ing hand should it ever be needed,” Lim
said during his speech at the Sky Thom-
as factory.

New lift for new year

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

IT was a great start to the new year for some 2,000 residents of
Block B, Kampung Melayu Flats in Air Itam when new lifts were
installed at their flats.

Air Itam assemblymember Wong Hon Wai said two lifts had
already been installed while the third one was scheduled for com-
pletion before the Chinese New Year.

“The lifts have not been changed for many years and used to
break down often. I hope the new lifts will make them happy,” he
told reporters after inspecting the second lift on Dec 29.

Wong added the Penang government spent RM717,000 on the
three new lifts.

Later, he presented 50 sets of school uniforms, bags and station-
ery to children staying at the flats.

He said he had given out 400 sets of similar necessities to school
children in his constituency.

Wong commented that he would compile another list of recipients
after some parents complained that their children’s names had been
left out.

Wong presenting school hniforms to the childrén at a ceremony

at Kampung Melayu Flats.

Batu Lanchang Hindu Cemetery
restoration works on schedule

Story and pix by Mark James

WHEN third party operators
were dismissed in Sep 2013, the
Penang Hindu Endownment
Board (PHEB) found that the
Batu Lanchang Hindu Cemetery
was left in shoddy conditions
and undertook the task to restore
operations.

On Dec 30, PHEB announced
the return the cemetry incinera-
tor to working condition after
undergoing repair works for two
months.

PHEB assumed direct man-

l\\

agement control over the cem-
etery’s management upon dis-
missal of the third party opera-

Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy (left) and
Ramachandran (second from left) showing the newly repaired
incinerator at the Batu Lanchang Hindu Cemetery.

tors after receiving numerous
complaints of bad funeral ser-
vice experiences from the Indian community.

“Left in sub par conditions, PHEB has com-
menced works to repair and refurbish the cem-
etery which included rebuilding broken down
walls, repairing the incinerator, landscaping,
paint works and electrical wiring ammounting
to RM129,843,” said Ramachandran Muthiah,
PHEB executive director.

Five full time staff will also be posted at the
cemetery to oversee day to day operations; a
qualified chargemen, a technician, two general
workers and a supervisor from PHEB.

Deputy Chief Minister II, Prof. Dr. P. Ra-
masamy was pleased that works to restore op-

erations at the Batu Lanchang cemetery is going
smoothly and the second phase may begin soon
after.

“In the second phase the cemetery will see a
new incinerator installed, replacing the entire
crematorium roof, repairing and upgrading the
cold room and further landscaping which would
amount between RM1.5 to RM2 million with the
expected completion by June 2014,” said Ra-
masamy.

Ramasamy hopes that once all the restoration
works are done, the Batu Lanchang cemetery
will be able to once again to provide the best
funeral services possible for the Indian commu-
nity in the district.
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Komtar’s
facelift underway

Story and pix by Caleb Yeoh

EARLIER last October, plans were
made to restore Komtar to its former
crowning glory as the socio-civic
and business centre of Penang.

Construction works kicked off on
Oct 29, and Only World Group
(OWG), the appointed development
company to handle this project, had
committed to complete the job
within 570 days.

As of now, work has been going
on as scheduled with metal struc-
tures and beams seen on Komtar’s
level five open-air area.

One noticeable change Penangites
will be able to see is the slight diver-
sion of traffic as cars turn onto Jalan
Ria.

The traffic diversion is aimed at
steering vehicles away from one of
the few giant cranes present at the

foot of Komtar, hauling up heavy
construction materials from the road
to the construction area on Komtar’s
fifth level.

Motorists travelling through this
area are advised to take note of the
slight traffic diversion and to not be
alarmed as safety precautions have
been taken to ensure a secure and
hazard-free construction site, below,
above and on top of the level five
area.

Besides, a few extra minutes on
the road is a small price to pay to see
Penang’s first high rise tower revi-
talised and made better than new.

The Level 5 rooftop renovations
entail the construction of the Komtar
Banquet Hall. The hall will include
a reception area, a lounge, a dining
hall and VIP rooms offering a com-
fortable dining atmosphere with
international standard facilities.

Buddhist chief calls
for harmony, unity

Rev. Dr. Sumana Siri advises that emotions are best left in the heart

and not in the mind.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

words create confusion.
“Emotions must be left in

CHIEF Buddhist Monk of
Malaysia and Singapore Rev.
Dr. Sumana Siri has voiced
the Buddhist community’s
support for the Christians
over the Allah controversy.

Rev. Dr. Sumana called a
press conference on Jan 7 at
the Gujarati Association in
Green Hall.

Familiar with Christianity,
he explained the origin of the
word and pointed out that

the hearts, not in the mind.
Leave languages to languag-
es, semantics to semantics,
not to emotions,” he said.

“For our nation building
process, we must take heed of
former Prime Minister Tun
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi’s
calls for people to maintain
inter-racial harmony and unity
and not to be extremists,” Rev.
Dr. Sumana added.

Earlier, on Jan 6, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng, in
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A street-eye view of the construction works going on at the upcoming Komtar Banquet

THOUSANDS of revellers at the Esplanade grounds at Padang Kota Lama in George Town welcomed

2014 with much gusto, braving a drizzle before the countdown. They were entertained to a concert
by local talents and a magical display of fireworks. Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng in addressing
the crowd urged them to be patient in facing the impending price increase of essential goods.
Among those present were Lim’s wife Betty Chew and exco for Works, Utilities and Transport Lim
Hock Seng. Similar events were also held at Queensbay Mall in Bukit Jambul and at Padang Majlis

Bandaran in Butterworth.

his capacity as the secretary-
general of DAP and also exco
for Non-Islamic Religious
Affairs, had issued a press
statement which stated:
“Deputy Prime Minister Tan
Sri Muhyidin Yassin should

recant his provocative sup-
port for Umno Selangor’s
proposed demonstrations
outside Catholic Churches on
Sunday and sanctioning the
forcible extension and com-
pulsion of Islamic laws on

non-Muslims. The constitu-
tional right of freedom of
religion shall and must in-
clude the rights of religious
communities in the country
to freely profess and admin-
ister their affairs. *



VYoluntary Patrol Units

keen to contribute

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by Alisala Thian

PENANG Voluntary Patrol Unit (PPS) northeast divi-
sion was officially appointed recently. More than 225
members received their appointment from Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng at DOME, Komtar.

“Penang is proud to have you and let’s work
harder to guarantee the state is in peace,” Lim said to
the PPS members before handing them their certifi-
cates of appointment.

The team leader, deputy team leader and vice-
captain of the 95 teams also received their rank on
that day.

To date, there are 264 PPS teams in all the state
constituencies in Penang.

The state allocation of RM1.5 million yearly meets
the needs of this group. It covers the members’ work
equipment such as walkie-talkie, vest, hat, flashlight
and a new pair of shoes and long pants and group insur-
ance coverage. Registered member or family members
may claim compensation of RM 10,000 if there is trag-
edy that leads to permanent disability or death.

Established in 2011, PPS contributes in terms of
time and energy to patrol neighbourhoods as well as

Heritage area swiftlet farm free

Story and Pix by Caleb Yeoh

GEORGE Town’s Unesco World
Heritage Site is officially swiftlet free
as the Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) has cleared the inner
city of Penang from all swiftlet breed-
ing operations.

Swiftlet breeding is done to pro-
duce one of the most expensive ani-
mal products consumed by humans
- the bird’s nest.

The most common culinary use for
bird’s nests is the famous delicacy,
the bird’s nest soup, created when the
nest is dissolved in water.

The swiftlet business was labelled
“illegal” within the Unesco Heritage
Site as its operations within pre-war
buildings would not only jeopardise
these historical heritage structures but
the Unesco Heritage status of George
Town as well, awarded to the city in 2008.

State exco for Local Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow said:
“Penang decided not to allow swiftlet breeding
within the heritage zone, so we have started taking
action to close down all swiftlet breeding farms
within the zone between 2011 and December 2013.”

‘& o
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ensure smooth running of programmes organised by
the state government. They have proved themselves
by helping police solve crimes such as theft, murder

A bird’s eye view of the now swiftlet free George Town taken from atop Komtar.

“We need to show Unesco that we have taken
measures to clear the city of swiftlet breeding
grounds before the appointed dateline (Dec 31),”
Chow added when he explained to the media that the
state government was issued a letter by Unesco re-
garding this issue three years ago.

A total of 128 swiftlet breeding locations have

January 1 - 15, 2014

Moments of joy for the PPS members after receiving their appointment letters.

and missing persons.
Thus, the effectiveness and seriousness of PPS in
voluntary duties cannot be taken for granted.

been cleared, in four phases which
started in 2011 and ended in Decem-
ber 2013.

Chow added that some owners
gave their full cooperation with
MPPP while others refused to work
with the state administration.

“There were locations where we
had to enter by force or through a
second floor window, to clear and
restore the premises. Regardless, we
cannot and will not take the risk of
losing the heritage status of George
Town,” he said.

MPPP heritage department head
Noorhanis Nordin, at a press confer-
ence at Komtar said swiftlet business
owners were issued notices since
September 2010 to relocate their
trade elsewhere by December 2013.

“We told them to stop their opera-
tions, remove any illegal structures
and informed them that we (MPPP) would be coming
in to take legal action if necessary,” Noorhanis said.

“From 2014 onwards, MPPP will regularly check
these locations to ensure that they remain Swiftlet
free and make sure that the building owners carry
out restoration works on the heritage buildings,” she
added.
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