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MOVES to turn the once sleepy Batu Kawan into a
development hub received a boost when Swedish
home furnishing giant Ikea announced that it will be
opening a store there - complete with its furniture,
culture and mouth-watering meatballs.

This is part of the state government’s and Penang
Development Corporation (PDC) plan to turn Batu
Kawan and the overall mainland area of Seberang
Perai as a future choice for investments, tourism and
a habitat for sustainable living.

A total area of 245 acres has been set aside for the
purpose of developing an integrated shopping mall,
anchored by an Ikea outlet. The store will be devel-
oped by Ikano Pte Ltd.

Also on site, a mixed development of offices and
residences will be developed jointly by Aspen-lkano
(a joint venture to be formed with Aspen Vision Land
Sdn Bhd and Ikano Pte Ltd).

The site was sold to Aspen and Ikano for a total of
RM483,951,600 that will be fully paid over the course
of five years.

This 245-acre development project will include 30
acres for the development of the Ikea store and phase
1 of the shopping mall, 45 acres for the development
of phase 2 of the shopping mall and 170 acres for
mixed development purposes.

A detailed development plan for the lkea site
situated in Batu Kawan, showing its close proximity
to the soon-to-be-opened second Penang Bridge.
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Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng (third from left) with Squash champ Datuk Nicol David (second from right)
presenting the signed agreement to hold the women’s world squash championship in Penang with
Huang Ying How, deputy president of Squash Racquets Association of Malaysia (left), Chong Eng, state
exco for sports (second from left) and Thomas Chan, the event director (right).

Planning permits for this outlet, the first outside
the Klang Valley, is expected to be fully approved by
2015 and construction is expected to be completed in
five years.

From the agreement, a RMS5 million non-refundable
deposit has been paid to PDC.

“Ikea’s first store outside Kuala Lumpur is one
critical catalyst to complete the makeover of Batu
Kawan as a green one-stop centre for advanced
manufacturing services and logistics hub, an eradica-
tion centre of excellence, a premier residential loca-

tion as well as a commercial and retail centre,” Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng said at a press conference
announcing the project.

“There was talk of Ikea coming to Penang back at
some point in 2007, but it never took off. So now,
finally, we will have our own Ikea,” Lim added.

On a separate note, Lim assured the public that the
price of the 11,800 units of public housing (less than
RM?72,000 per unit) and affordable housing (between
RM72,000- RM250,000 per unit) will still be main-

tained at the current price. SEE ALSO PG 2



Batu Kawan set for good times

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Chan Lilian

WITH the likes of the prominent Swedish
furniture company Ikea together with inter-
national investors like the University of
Hull (United Kingdom) and Haemonetics
(the number one blood management com-
pany from America) filling up Batu Kawan,
the surrounding areas are set to also reap
the benefits of this up and coming township
development.

During the official announcement of Ikea
setting up shop in Penang, Buletin Mutiara
caught up with Soon Lip Chee, state as-
semblymember for Jawi and Maktar Shapee,
Deputy Speaker of the Penang State As-
sembly and state assembly member for
Sungai Bakap, to get their take on this latest
development.

The duo’s initial reactions were of delight
as Soon joked about making his way over
there when it opens to have a plate of Ikea
meatballs.

“Before this (referring to before the plans
to develop Batu Kawan into the next new
township), my area, Jawi was relatively
tame. Its on the mainland, and was nowhere
near any urban development sites. Now,
especially with this (Ikea) coming, I foresee
much more development plans around Batu Kawan.
This directly affects the surrounding areas as big
companies like these attract big investments and
development plans, resulting in more jobs and busi-
ness opportunities for people in Jawi, Batu Kawan

and all the surrounding areas,” Soon said.

Maktar agreed with Soon as he pointed out the
escalation of events that led to IKEA coming over.
“KDU has already agreed to open up a campus in
Batu Kawan, then Hull jumped on board, and now

Soon (left) and Maktar looking at the layout plan for lkea’s upcoming store.

Ikea is coming. With all these developments, I am
confident that both Sungai Bakap and Jawi are in
for a bright future with investors focusing on our
areas. Exciting times are definitely ahead,” Maktar

said.

Catch Nicol at world championship

Story by Mark James

FANS of squash queen Datuk Nicol David will
get a chance to see her in action as Penang, for
the first time, will play host to the delayed 2013
Women‘s World Squash Championship in March
following an agreement with the Women'’s
Squash Association (WSA) on Jan 11.

What was meant to be the 30th instalment of
the championship was put off last year as both
Egypt and Hong Kong rejected proposals to host
the tournament.

The cancellation also meant that world number
one Nicol would keep her world crown for an
extended period.

“We, the Penang state government, felt that it
was a real shame that Penang’s very own world
squash queen will not be able to add to her al-
ready impressive collection of seven world titles.
Malaysians, especially Penangites, are eagerly
awaiting her to defend her title for a record eighth

time,” said Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng at a
recent press conference to announce the event.

“For this reason, the state government de-
cided to step in to allow the 2013 championship
to continue as well as give our Penangites a
unique opportunity to see our very own squash
queen in action, and hopefully live up to expec-
tations by winning the world title again,” he
added.

Set to be held at the Penang International
Sports Arena (PISA) from March 14-17, the
championship will see top players from 20 coun-
tries vying for the coveted title of women‘s world
squash champion and the grand prize of
US$120,000 that comes with it.

“WSA-‘s agreement to permit Penang to host
this event is recognition that Penang has the
facilities, amenities and infrastructure of a fitting
location for a world event as well as the experi-
ence and expertise to organise a world champion-
ship,” Lim added proudly.

However, organising a world class champion-
ship does not come cheap as it may cost an esti-
mated RM1 million.

Lim noted that this figure will not be an issue
and is hopeful that there will be many corporate
sponsors that will be a part of this grand inter-
national event.

WSA chairman Ingrid Lofdahl-Bentzer,
quoted from worldsquash.org, expressed her
delight and optimism that Penang will be suc-
cessful in organising the 2013 championship.

“We are very grateful to Penang and everyone
involved for their dedication and continued sup-
port. I have no doubt that the players share my
excitement and will be looking forward to a
fantastic world championship” she said.

Penang has made its mark in the world of
squash by producing not only the women‘s world
champion but also nurturing the sport‘s finest
talents such as world number six Low Wee Wern
and men‘s star, Ong Beng Hee.
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Homes for hardcore poor

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Picture by Alissala Thian

IN a move to help the hardcore poor to own a house, the state
government recently purchased 51 units of low-cost flats to
allow which will be rented out to them.

“After 15 years of rental, the house will be theirs,” said
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng during the signing ceremony
with developer Syarikat Asas Dunia Berhad.

The rental will be as low as RM100 and a RM20 mainte-
nance cost will be imposed on tenants who will be bound by

’

the Hire Purchase Scheme.

“We have spent RM750,362 to provide comfort and well-
being for these people,” added Lim.
He is glad to deliver on his promise as outlined in the 2014

Budget.

The 51 units located at the low-cost flats in Taman Seruling
Emas, Seberang Perai Selatan, comprise two-bedroom units.
Meanwhile, Penang state secretary Dato’ Farizan Darus said

the Selection Process Enhancement Committee (SPEC) will
ensure the distribution of these houses is done equitably.

Photography brings happiness,

harmony

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

PENANG was once again given the
honour to host the Federation of
Asian Photographic Art (FAPA)
Congress, the 24th in the series,
from Jan 14-18.

The last time the state hosted the
congress was in 1998 when Penang
hosted the 16th congress.

“With the common objective and
dream we share, the Photography
Society of Penang has taken this
opportunity to invite all the re-
nowned photographers in Asia to
capture the beauty of the Pearl of
the Orient,” said the president of
the Photography Society of Penang,
Looi Toong Hong when he ad-
dressed the mammoth crowd during
the FAPA dinner held at Khoo
Kongsi in Lebuh Cannon on Jan 15.

“We are proud and excited to kick
off the year with the overwhelming
response we received from more
than 400 photographers throughout
the world. We have photographers
from China, Taiwan, United States
of America, Australia, Japan, Ma-
cau, Vietnam, Singapore, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Brunei, Philippines, Paki-
stan, Bangladesh, India, Korea and
Indonesia joining us in this glamor-
ous event,” Looi, who is also FAPA
24th Congress chairman, added.

Photographers taking in the shots provided by the entertainment

groups.

Looi said photography brings
happiness, harmony and peace to the
world.

FAPA was founded in 1966 by the
late Professor Long Chin-San and
2014 is its 48th anniversary.

This congress is held once every
two years in different countries and
it has become an international event
among photographers.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said it is a great honour
for Penang to host the event for the
second time.

“In 1998, Penang hosted the 16th
FAPA Congress but this time with
almost double the attendance of
some 400 photographers.

“Penang is rich in its local culture

with a mixture of different races.

“Right now, the Hindu commu-
nity is celebrating Thaipusam,
which you will witnessing or more
precisely ‘shooting’ with your
cameras. On top of this, you will
all be treated to the lifestyle of the
Babas and Nyonyas in Penang,
besides the Chingay and lion
dance,” Lim said.

He added that 2014 is Visit Ma-
laysia Year, and the contribution
from photographers on the social
media will be much valued.

During the dinner function at the
Khoo Kongsi, guests were treated
to entertainment by Dua Space
Dance Theatre, Era Dance Company
and MBPJ Dance Troupe.

Farizan handing over a mock cheque to a Syarikat Asas Dunia representative after the signing
ceremony.

State wants action
on violence during
demolition exercise

Story by Nazleen Najeeb

THE state government regrets that an enforce-
ment exercise in Teluk Bahang recently ended
up in chaos and violence.

“It did not involve the existing illegal stalls,”
said Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon at a press statement on Jan 22.

According to him, the demolition work only
involved vacant, under construction and newly-
built stalls set up by petty traders along Jalan
Hassan Abas.

More than 70 residents tried to stop the en-
forcement team and some individuals started to
manhandle Abu Hassan Omar, the Southwest
district assistant district officer.

The law was not upheld and a senior govern-
ment official was not protected despite the pres-
ence of policemen in the area.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng called for im-
mediate and serious action against the perpetra-
tors.

Rashid explained that illegal stalls that had
been operating in the area for more than a year
fall under the jurisdiction of the state or exco.

The district office’s jurisdiction is only over
the illegal newly built, vacant and under con-
struction stalls and they may only act after re-
ceiving complaints from local residents.

Meanwhile, in Bukit Mertajam, action against
illegal traders who blocked traffic led to becom-
ing a racial issue.

Some political parties and organisations
claimed only Malay stalls were demolished
whereas all traders were asked to move to the
side of the road, irrespective of their race.
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Thaipusam - A colorful

celebration of faith, devotion

Story by Caleb Yeoh
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THAIPUSAM is every bit a religious event for those
holding on to the Hindu faith, as much as a major
tourist attraction for Penang.

Boasting of colours, sights, sounds and smells
amidst grand processions, it is not uncommon to see

A sign of devotion and worship towards Lord Muruga
demonstrated by a Hindu man accepting suffering and
pain affliction as a mark of faith.

droves of tourists flocking to around the procession
chariots, seeking to get a first-hand experience to an
ancient and beautiful part of the Hindu faith.

Also a common sight would be seeing how Ma-
laysians from various cultures and backgrounds
gather together to celebrate with our Hindu brethren
on this auspicious occasion.

Thaipusam this year was celebrated on Jan 17,
with preparations for Lord Muruga’s arrival being
set as early as a week from the day itself.

This year, Penang saw a total of 180 000 people
along the streets leading up to the Ganeshar Temple,
about 80 000 more than the previous year.

This culturally rich and aesthetically pleasing
celebration is a day to commemorate Lord Muruga,
one of the deities in the Hindu religion who is also
the son of Lord Shiva and the Goddess Parvati.

This day marks the defeat of the evil Soorapadman
by Lord Muruga with a lance given to him by his
mother, thus restoring peace and harmony.

Present at this year’s celebrations on Jan 17 and
for a pre Thaipusam walkabout was Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng who personally visited every stall
along Jalan Macalister leading up to the temple, on
the day before Thaipusam.

“Every year, we get more and more people attend-
ing Thaipusam here in Penang. Penang is a safe place
for all religious celebrations, as we at the state gov-
ernment respect every Malaysian’s right to freedom
of religion while maintaining and observing Islam
as the official religion of the country,” Lim said dur-
ing his speech on Thaipusam day itself at the Gane-
shar Temple, Waterfall.

Ponggal alive in Penang

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE Ponggal festival in Penang this year
was another grand event as Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng together with Deputy Chief
Minister II Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy and a host
of state assemblymembers and MPs joined
the Indian community preparing the ponggal
sweet porridge.

Quoting Voltaire: “No power on earth can
stop the idea whose time has come,” Lim
remarked how vibrant and grandly the Pong-
gal festival is celebrated by the Indian com-
munity at the Penang State Ponggal festival.

“Without changes (in the administration
of the state), such a grand celebration may
not have taken place at the Hindu Endow-
ment Board’s (HEB) own complex. Today
is the second time Ponggal is celebrated at
this complex. I can see that the celebration has become
grander,” Lim said in his speech at the event.

Shouts of “Ponggolo Ponggal! Ponggolo Ponggal!”
rang out loud when the milk boiled over the pots hang-
ing on sugar canes.

Pretty Indian girls dressed in traditional costumes
helped the elderly women in adding rice, nuts, brown

Malaysia Hindu Sangam Butterworth Council members busy
cooking the sweet porridge.

sugar and a variety of spices to the milk. Children too
were excited at cooking the porridge. Their participa-
tion will ensure that the traditional harvest festival of
the Indian community celebrated by Hindus and Chris-
tians alike will be handed down the generations.

Lim was also invited to officiate the HEB office by
signing on the plaque.

AROUND TOWN

Reunion Dinner

The St.Xavier’s Institution (SXI) class of 1966-
1968 will hold a reunion dinner at 7pm on Feb 1
at Hotel Royal in Larut Road. All Xaverians are
invited to attend. Details, call Boo Hock (016-
5626673), Thean Siew (012-4092183) or Kwang
Lee (019-4751097).

Language Course

The British Council is conducting a speaking and
pronunciation course for adults every Saturday
from Jan 18 to March 15 at its premises in Wisma
Great Eastern, Suite 3A 1 & 3A 2,25, Light Street,
Penang. Call 04-2630330 or email penang @brit-
ishcouncil.org.my to register.

Little Penang Street Market
The Little Penang Street Market at Upper Penang
Road in George Town is open every last Sunday
of the month. There will be lots of delicious food,
entertainment and other activities.

A Majestic Mythical Lion

A Majestic Mythical Lion, made of sand, awaits
visitors to Penang’s marina and seafront shopping
mall in Straits Quay in Tanjung Tokong. The sand
structure of the giant feline, measuring 2.5m in
length and 1.5m in height, regarded as a symbol
of power and grandeur is located on the first floor
of the shopping mall. It is part of the Straits Quay
management’s effort to usher in the Chinese New
Year.

Bicycle Ride in George Town

Explore George Town by bicycle and enjoy its
rich heritage and culture. There are a few bicycle
rental centres and one of them is the George Town
Bicycle Rental. For details, visit http://www.gt-
bikerental.com

Ballroom Dancing

Penang YMCA is holding basic ballroom dance
lessons beginning Jan 10. The classes will be held
every Friday from 8pm to 9pm. Those interested
can call Shanti at 014-3432103 or 04-2288211 to
register.

Peter Liew’s Artworks

Check out Peter Liew’s works of art at the double-
storey heritage house turned gallery at No. 84,
Lebuh Melayu, Penang. Recently launched, the
aesthetically-designed heritage house will ex-
hibit not only his paintings but also those of
other artists locally and abroad.

Free Clinic

The Temple of Fine Arts Penang will provide free
specialist consultation and treatment on Tuesdays
from 7.30pm to 9pm at the Sivasanta Derma
Clinic in Jalan Sungai, George Town. An eye
specialist, obstetrician & gynaecologist, general
practitioner and dental surgeon will be present.
They will prepare medical reports and referral
letters for patients to seek further treatment at the
Penang Hospital. For details, call P. Murugiah at
016-4449246.
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Proactive step to

handle Chinese temples

Story by Chan Lilian

MUCH publicity has been given to the
Mazu temple in Pulau Jerejak by the
media.

In order to clarify matters, the Penang
North-East district officer Azizi Zakaria
gave a report to the media on the actual
situation at a press conference in the
Chief Minister’s office on Jan 8.

“On Dec 24, 2013, the enforcement
unit from the North-East district office
had removed the structures without
permit from an old building on Pulau
Jerejak. We informed the person who
used the place as a temple for the deity
Mazu and he came to our office in
Komtar the day before the demolition.
He was given a notice to shift the statues
and was given ample time to do so,”
Azizi said.

Azizi showed members of the media
photos of the demolition and also the
original building which remains on the
island.

However, he said his officers re-
moved part of the ceiling as they were
found to have asbestos insulation.

“The 20 x 10 ft building is dated 1930
and we have left it untouched,” he
added, proving that no heritage building
was damaged as what the opposition
accused.

Pursuant to this Mazu temple issue,
Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
had issued a press statement on Jan 9
that the Penang state government has
decided to take a pro-active approach to
handle Chinese temples.

He said: “The Penang state exco has
endorsed the setting up of a Penang
Chinese Temple Endowment exco com-
mittee headed by me and comprising
exco members Chow Kon Yeow, Chong
Eng,Danny Law Heng Kiang, Lim Hock
Seng and Phee Boon Poh.”

The committee will have three pre-
liminary purposes:-

a. Uphold Article 11 of the Federal
Constitutional that grants the right of
freedom to profess and practice his or
her religion at Chinese temples;

b. Promote sustainable development
and growth of Chinese temples in Penang;

c. Organise the Chinese temples into
a structure with certain religious author-
ity to impart advice to the relevant au-
thorities without taking over or affecting
the existing management and operations
of Chinese temples.

Azizi showing members of the media photos of the demolition and also the
original building which remains on the island.

“The Penang state government is
deeply concerned that Umno leaders are
playing the fires of religious and racial
hatred in asking for immediate demoli-
tion of illegal religious structures of the
Mazu deity in Pulau Jerejak. In contrast
to Umno’s intolerant stand of seeking
immediate demolition, the state govern-
ment’s policy is to take enforcement
action at the suitable time. Such caution
is necessary as a full investigation must

Aliza is new
state legal
adviser

be conducted, taking into account not
just religious sensitivities but also ap-
propriate historical record and relevance
to residents living there,” Lim added.
“More worrying, is that several Chi-
nese media have also taken a similar
position and echoed Umno’s extremist
position of immediate demolition of
Mazu religious structures. When en-
forcement action was taken on Dec 24,
2013, many living outside Penang

THE state government recently an-
nounced the appointment of Aliza Su-

laiman as the new state legal adviser.

Witnessed by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng and the state exco members,
Aliza, was sworn in upon taking her oath
of secrecy during the first exco meeting

of 2014 on Jan 30.

She replaces the outgoing legal ad-
viser Datuk Faiza Zulkifli who was re-
cently transferred to the Prime Minis-

ter’s advisory board.

Previously, Aliza served as the Cer-
tificate in Legal Practice (CLP) examina-

tion director since April 2011.

thought that the state government was
intolerant of religious freedom because
they did not know that Pulau Jerejak was
uninhabited. There were no reports in
the Chinese papers defending the state
government’s enforcement action. The
Penang state government is concerned
that Umno’s extremist stand of asking
for immediate demolition of illegal re-
ligious structures in Pulau Jerejak may
be used as a precedent to demand simi-
lar action against other Chinese temples
or places of worship in Penang that have
not been approved.”

To ensure that these members of the
public do not fall into the extremist trap
of Umno that will affect the constitu-
tional rights of freedom of religion of
Chinese temples, the Penang state gov-
ernment has decided to take this pro-
active approach to handle Chinese
temples.

Chinese temples in Penang play a
significant role in the state’s rich tradi-
tions and history and is one of the many
characteristics that make up a multi-
cultural Penang and assisted in George
Town being inscribed as a UNESCO
World Heritage City.

A Penang Chinese Temple Endow-
ment Committee may be the forerunner
to protect, preserve and promote its le-
gitimate and healthy development.

Lim (right) and Aliza after the swearing-in ceremony.
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Three newbies in MPSP council

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

BE dynamic and proactive when han-
dling problems faced by the people.

This was the advice by Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng to the Seberang Prai
municipal councillors during the swear-
ing-in ceremony on Jan 9.

“There is no excuse for you not to
work diligently,” he said.

Lim congratulated the council on its
financial performance for attaining
RM196.87 million in revenue last year,
which was a 10.25% increase from
RM178.57 million in 2012.

He said the council was given a big-
ger challenge this year to further im-
prove the level of cleanliness and
greenery on the mainland.

At the ceremony, there were three
new Seberang Prai Municipal council-
lors along with 21 others who were re-
tained.

The three new councilors are Omar
Hassan, 62, G. Rajasegar, 46, and Zulki-
fli Ibrahim, 35.

“This is going to be a great challenge
for me as a councillor. I’ll do my best to
carry out my duties,” Omar said.

He thanked the council for the trust
and confidence placed in him.

Rajasegar said he was looking for-
ward to his new role.

“I am extremely excited with the ap-
pointment as I’ve always wanted to
render my services to the community,”

The councillors in a group photograph after the swearing-in ceremony.

he added.

Zulkifli said he was very proud to be
selected as a councillor.

“I will work hard to maintain the good
name of the council and be a valued
team player.”

Meanwhile, an experienced coun-
cilor, Dr Tiun Ling Ta, when asked for
his advice for the new councilors, told
Buletin Mutiara: “They should learn
quickly about their new duties besides

exercising close rapport with other
councillors. It is also vital to get com-
ments and feedback from the public.”
Besides Dr Tiun the councillors re-
tained were Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki, Tan
Cheong Heng, Ahmad Kaswan Kassim,
S.M. Chandrasekeran, Loh Joo Huat,
Mohd Shaipol Ismail, Ahmad Tarmizi
Abdullah, Wong Chee Keet, Abdul
Jalil Che Rose, Chong Pei Pe, Hng
Mooi Lye, P. David Marshel, Ho Leng

New councillors raring for action

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by Alissala Thian

FIVE new faces were among the 24
councillors sworn in before Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng and Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP)
president Datuk Patahiyah Ismail on
Jan 6 and they are all gearing to go.

Lim congratulated the councillors
and hoped these frontliners will up-
grade Penang’s performance and an-
swer every call made to serve the
people.

“I will work well with my counter-
parts and maximise results,” said law
graduate Tan Hooi Peng, 24, one of the
new councillors.

The other newbies are Mohd
Hariszuan Jaharudin, 27, A. Kumare-
san, 27, Mhd Nasir Yahya, 60, and Eric
Lim Seng Keat, 33.

“Good monetary management al-

lows MPPP to record a surplus three
years in a row, RM63.27m in 2010,
RM69.92m in 2011 and RM80.09 in
2012,” said Lim in his speech at the
ceremony.

A total of RM97.03m has been al-
located for this year on new projects.

MPPP allotted RM25.08m to up-
grade six public markets, three food
complexes and four trading spots and
RMS.68m for the city pocket parks and
greening projects.

MPPP has not overlooked public
facilities and traffic management.

In a move to strengthen this sector,
RMS5.08m was set aside to introduce
the new Central Area Transit (CAT)
bus service for George Town area and
additional CAT buses during peak
hours at a cost of RM722,400.

Meanwhile, Lim urged Penangites
to cultivate the habit of giving up their
seats in buses to pregnant women,

Thumbs-up for new councilors.

senior citizens and the disabled just as
it is practiced in other countries like
Australia and Singapore.

Hong, Mohd Rizal Abd Hamid, Ong Eu
Leong, M. Satees, Shafigah Shobha
Abdullah, Tan Chong Hee, Tan Chee
Teong and Zulkiefly Saad.

Also present at the event were
Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, State Secretary Datuk
Farizan Darus, council president Mai-
munah Mohd Sharif, state executive
councillors Chow Kon Yeow and Dr
Afif Bahardin.

He also hoped Rapid Penang would

contribute to create this civic aware-
ness among Penangites.
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Upgrading project
of Anjung Bagan

A replica model of a wooden anchor which depicts the origin of Anjung Bagan as a place for traders

in the 1960’s.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on Jan 4
launched the upgraded Anjung Bagan in But-
terworth.

Anjung Bagan was set up as a recreation park
in 2002 at a cost of RM5.3 million.

Among the structures built were a water
fountain and pool, wooden bridge, security post,
pedestrian walkway, chairs and lighting.

Due to being neglected, the park lost its lus-
tre and became less popular to Seberang Perai
residents and visitors.

However, the Tah Wah Group, in September
2012, under its corporate social responsibility
project, undertook the upgrading of the land-
scape which was completed on Sept 26, 2013
at a cost of RM350,000.

Among those present at the launch was Tah
Wah Group director Datuk Hong Yeam Wah and
MPSP’s chief Maimunah Mohd Shariff.
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Contractors urged
to give their best

PERKOBF President Tahir speaking at the dinner.

Story by Nazleen Najeeb

THE state government’s open tender policy allows small
contractors to play their role in ensuring Penang’s develop-
ment continues without any hitch.

Atadinner on Jan 11, Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon advised members of Penang Class F Bumipu-
tra Contractors Association (PERKOBF) to give their best in
all their projects.

“You should compete with good quality tenders at the best
price,” he said.

Mohd Rashid added that more projects had been introduced
to ensure everyone has a fair share.

“Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) issued 57
quotations with a total value of RM7.015m in 2013 compare
to 47 quotations with a total value of RM4.821m in 2012,”
he said, adding that the state government has many plans to
help these contractors equip themselves with training, finan-
cial and management skills. Among the workshops in plan
are the CIDB Green Card programme which focuses on
safety at construction sites.

Mohd Rashid announced a token of RM10,000 from his
office as a boost for these contractors to improve themselves.

Also present were MPPP secretary Ang Aing Thye and
PERKOBF Penang president Tahir Jalaluddin Hassan.

New look markets for Seberang Perai

A TOTAL of 11 markets in Seberang Perai are
set to be upgraded by this year.

“The public market of Sri Bandar was built in
the early 80s, but was never upgraded until the
Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) was
given a RMS5 million allocation from the state
government to upgrade it along with two others,”
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said during the
official opening of the market recently.

“A total of 23 public markets will undergo
minor upgrading this year,” Lim, who is also MP
for Bagan added.

Also present at the function was MPSP chief
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, exco for Works, Utili-
ties and Transport Lim Hock Seng and exco for
Agriculture & Agro-Based Industry, Rural De-
velopment and Health Dr Afif Bahardin.

Lim said the state government in 2011 allo-
cated RM 10 million to upgrade three markets in
Seberang Perai.

“From this amount, RM5 million was used to
upgrade 21 markets, while the balance was used

to repair three other markets - namely Sri Bandar
Market near Seberang Perai Utara (SPU), Sa-
magagah Market near Seberang Perai Tengah
(SPT) and Taman Berjaya Market near Seberang
Perai Selatan (SPS).

“Work to upgrade the Sri Bandar Market cost
some RM1.9 million,” Lim said.

The upgrading work started on June 1, 2012
and was completed on Dec 19, 2012.

Meanwhile, Maimunah urged stall owners and
market-goers to take care of the cleanliness and
facilities provided by the market.

“I hope this market will serve as a role model
as one of the cleanest markets in Seberang Perai,
a market based on a wet market concept. In for-
eign countries, a wet market is dry with a clean
flooring,” she added.

She said this year MPSP will organise a com-
petition and grading for clean food complexes.

“Markets and food complexes which receive
Grade A will be announced in July in conjunction
with MPSP Quality Day,” she added.

The Sri Bandar Market after the upgrade.
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Car cap for housing applicants

Story and Pix by Chan Lilian

THE state is set to fine-tune further the
selection process of those qualified for
low- cost and low medium-cost homes
to ensure only qualified and deserving
Penangites get them.

“I am going to suggest to the Selec-
tion Process Enhancement Committee
(SPEC) to broaden the ‘radar’ in the
selection process. This will include the
online collaborative system with the
Road and Transport Department (JPJ)
to ensure that those who apply for the
RM42,000 low cost and RM72.500
medium cost housing do not own sev-
eral vehicles,” said exco member for
Town and Country Planning and Hous-
ing and assemblymember for Datuk
Keramat Jagdeep Singh Deo Low at a
recent press conference. He also heads
SPEC.

Also present was Jelutong MP Jeff
Ooi who is a SPEC member.

Currently, the State Housing com-
puterised system is linked with the

local councils and Land
Office.

“We were shocked
when we found that one
applicant owned three
cars - Perodua Myvi, Viva
and Innova,” Ooi said.

Low-cost and low me-
dium-cost homes are de-
fined as homes costing
RM42,000 and RM72,500
respectively.

Currently, these two
categories are sold only
to those whose household
combined total income
does not exceed RM2,500
and RM3,500 respec-
tively. They must also
not own homes yet.

As of today, 75,000
application forms for
low-cost, low medium-
cost and affordable homes have been
taken.

Out of this, 1,470 submissions were

Leaky flats woes to end

A downcast Lee pointing out to reporters the extent

of the leak in his coffeeshop.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

RESIDENTS of the Rifle
Range flats, built in 1969,
have been putting up
with a leaking problem
due to defects in the sew-
erage and water pipes.

Coffee shop owner
Lee Teik Cheng, 54, en-
dures the dripping water
and spent about RM300
to put up some gutters
and pipes to divert the
water.

Lee has been operat-
ing the coffeeshop for
over 44 years, after tak-
ing over from his father.

However, the woes of
the flat dwellers have not
gone unnoticed.

On Jan 13, exco mem-
ber for Town and Coun-
try Planning and Housing
Jagdeep Singh Deo made
a site visit with exco
member for Works, Util-
ities (Energy, Water &
Telecommunication) and
Transport (Air, Sea &
Train) Lim Hock Seng,
assemblymember for

received by the Penang State Housing

Department.

To download the application form my/.

The net is cast wider by the Selection Process Enhancement Committee (SPEC) to ensure only
qualified and deserving applicants get the low cost and low medium-cost homes.

or to find out the status of your registra-
tion, go to http://erumah.penang.gov.

State leaders getting down to the ground to attend to the people’s complaints.

Kebun Bunga Cheah Kah
Peng and Bukit Bendera
MP Zairil Khir Johari to
check on the repair work.

“Work has been car-
ried out to repair the
leaking units. Repair
works were split into two
packages. However it
came to light that there
were leakages and de-
fects even after the repair
works. We received 420
complaints from package
1 and 430 complaints
from package 2,” Jag-
deep said.

The cost of package 1
is RM3,639,817.47 to

repair 2,112 units and
package 2 is
RM3,220,412.62 to re-
pair 1,632 units.

“We instructed the
Public Works Depart-
ment (JKR) to ask the
contractors to do reme-
dial works. Unfortu-
nately, till today, there
are still 32 units where
the contractors can’t as-
certain the cause and
hence, need further time
to solve the issue,” he
added.

“I have instructed JKR
to expedite remedial
works so that the flat

dwellers here do not have
to endure leaking homes
during Chinese New
Year,” Jagdeep said.

Hopefully, Rilfe
Range flats dwellers like
Lee will soon have a bet-
ter environment with no
more leaky ceilings and
have lifts that work and a
fresh coat of paint. Jag-
deep gave his words that
he will continue to pur-
sue the relevant depart-
ment so that the people
get a living environment
they deserve — Cleaner,
Greener, Healthier and
Safer Penang.



Zacharevic
holds first
show in Penang

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by Alissala Thian

WELL-KNOWN Lithuanian-
born artist Ernest Zacharevic is
holding his solo exhibition
until Feb 14.

Zacharevic, whose “little
children on bicycle” is the talk-
ing point of George Town, is
holding the show themed “Art
is rubbish, rubbish is art” at the
old Hin Bus Depot at Gurdwara
Road.

“One man’s rubbish is an-
other man’s treasure,” said the
27-year old Zacharevic who
cannot believe his artwork can

be exhibited at a special space
offered to him. Paintings and
murals are done on peeling
walls, old window panes and
jute sacks while other art piec-
es are made from pieces of re-
cycled materials.

“I am glad Zach continues to
flourish the city with captivat-
ing pieces of art,” said Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng who
visited the exhibition on Jan 16.

He added the state govern-
ment will look into Zach and
his manager Gabija Grusaite’s
proposal on administrative and
financial support to maintain
the art space.
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Zach and Grusaite accompany Lim at his favourite “machine man” art piece.

Managing director Tan Shih
Thoe said Lum Choon & Co
Sdn Bhd bought the building
five years ago.

The bus depot had been left
abandoned since Hin Bus Com-
pany ceased operations in the
90s.

It turned out the abandoned
yet unique building has a value
that fascinates Zacharevic and

Sharing the beauty of the past

AS the first Adventure Play
Theme Park arrives in Penang,
Buletin Mutiara caught up
with Sim Choo Keng, the man
behind ESCAPE, to find out
how his passion for nature led
him to create this outdoor park
in Teluk Bahang and chal-
lenges he met along the way.

“ESCAPE, unlike other
tourist destinations, does not
practise bribery or ‘pocket
money’ to bring tourist in,”
said Sim.

He also urged people to sign
the tourism integrity pledge
and hopes Penang will be the
first scam-free state.

He will continue to fight
“corruption tourism” despite
standing alone on the matter.
The development of the tourism
industry is based on the quality
of services and products and
not through lame tactics used
by industry players.

Sim Leisure Group, head-
quartered in Dubai, is better
known as a designer of re-
nowned theme parks around
the world.

It was founded by Sim who

is CEO of the firm.

Born and bred in Air Itam,
Penang, Sim wishes to return
to his roots in the Pearl of the
Orient after more than 20 years
of experience.

Now, with ESCAPE, he is
ready to bring back the good
old days when children en-
joyed themselves actively
climbing trees, running around
outdoors and creating games

Sim is glad his dream came
true.

unlike these
days where
they are stuck
with electronic
gadgets.

ESCAPE
promises free-
dom and fun for
all.

Minimal de-
velopment has
been made to
ensure the natu-
ral environment
is maintained.
Nature has a
close connec-
tion to human beings thus
preserving it is everyone’s
business.

“Those days we did not
destroy trees and plants be-
cause we needed them but now
we neglect the importance of
nature,” expressed Sim.

“We don’t have the right to
destroy nature,” he added.

This low-tech and high-fun
park promotes environmental
awareness and various activi-
ties for all ages.

Equipped with tree-top ca-

Business.

in future more talents will fill
the 20,000 sq ft Second World
War building.

“Restoration has been made
to ensure safety and we will
leave it to Zacharevic and his
manager to manage them,” said
Tan.

Zach will be moving some
items to another show in East-
ern and Oriental Hotel from Jan

banas, thrilling activities in-
clude the slide at Tubby Racer,
swing like a monkey at Monkey
Business, leap through the air
at Atan’s Leap and be a human
gecko at Gecko Tower.

In line with the “Safer,
Cleaner, Greener and Healthier
Penang” concept, the eco park
is just perfect to attract tourists
this Visit Malaysia Year.

Meanwhile the park is ex-
panding with ESCAPE Water-
play that uses accumulated
rainwater and Treetops Hotels
for a good rest soon to be

20, leaving his murals at the old
Hin Bus Depot.

Any artist is welcome to
show off their artwork and not
to mention allowed to add on to
the existing murals.

Meanwhile, Penangites are
welcome to recall their old
memories of the bus station
while being enthralled by the
new era of street artwork.

Challenge your balancing skills and learn to climb like a ‘monkey’ in Monkey

ready.

Speaking about safety, Sim
said ESCAPE followed the
international safety standards.

Open daily, ESCAPE
checks its equipment and
games daily before the park
opens. “The pulley cost us
RM1,200 a piece and we have
150 pulleys in the park,” said
Sim, adding the equipment is
at its best standards and audi-
tors from France are hired to
check them.

For more information,
visit escape.my.
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stroll in the park for
Macallum

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

FLATS dwellers inMacallum
now have a neighbourhood park
where the community can gather
for recreation and exercise.

This is made possible by the
Penang Island Municipal Council
which spent RM 139,200 to build
the park measuring 15,101 sq ft.

The beautiful green park is
now a balm to the eyes amidst
the bricks and concrete.

“I congratulate and applaud
the efforts put in by the state
assemblymember for Pengka-
lan Kota Lau Keng Ee and the
Penang Island Municipal Coun-
cil (MPPP). His initiative to
provide this park to encourage
a healthier lifestyle where peo-
ple can mingle and gather to-
gether is realised today,” exco
member for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow
said in his speech at the open-
ing of the park on Jan 13.

Last year, MPPP had built
five pocket parks at Jesselton,
Loh Poh Heng, Anson Road,
Penang Road and Medan
Nipah.

The council also built four
neighbourhood parks at Berik-
sa in Farlim, Pekaka, Lebuh
Nipah 2 and this latest one in-
Macallum.

Speaking to a crowd of
residents who had gathered for
their morning exercise, Chow
said: “I urge members of the
public to take care of the park
and the facilities provided. I
am sure if you take proper care
of the park, it will be a model
park and the best in Penang.”

Sungai Nibong bus terminal improving

Pix by Watawa Nataf Zulkifli

THE Sungai Nibong bus terminal, which has been in
a shabby state for some time, has received the attention
and action of the Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP).

On Jan 8, the MPPP issued a press statement with
details of the repairs and upgrading to be undertaken.

“MPPP took over the management of the Sungai
Nibong bus terminal in May 2013. So far, MPPP has
spent RM265,657.23 to carry out repair works on the
toilets, air-conditioning system, surau, ticketing coun-
ters, lighting, lifts and others,” its Corporate Com-
munication Department said in a recent statement.

All the chairs have either been changed or repaired
but four of them were damaged recently.

The statement also said that MPPP is in the pro-
cess of inviting banks to install ATM machines at
the terminal.

Meanwhile, the cafeteria has been rented out

MPPP chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail pointing
out that the park is a ‘No Smoking’ zone.
Looking on are (from left) Chow, Lau and
some MPPP councillors.

The green park is a soothing place for tired
souls amidst the concrete jungle.

An overview of the terminal which is the point where people board buses to other states.

through an open tender system and is expected to
operate before Chinese New Year.
To overcome the ticket touts problem, MPPP is

seeking the cooperation of the Land Public Transport
Commission (SPAD). CCTVs will also be installed by
next month to deal with the touts’ activities.
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Ministry
move a
burden for
hawkers

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Ahmad Adil Mohamed

|

HAWKERS in Penang are rushing to register for a
food-handling course for fear of being fined or jailed
after the Jan 23 deadline to obtain a certificate.

Daily they would wait patiently for the counter
located at Level 3 of Komtar to open and some queued
up as early as 7 am and waited for hours.

Concerned with their plight, Dr Afif Bahardin, exco
member for Agriculture & Agro-Based Industry, Rural
Development and Health, wrote to the federal govern-
ment opposing the privatisation of hygienic standards
of hawkers in Malaysia by the Health Ministry.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng also issued a press
statement on Jan 17.

“The Penang state government is extremely con-
cerned about the this privatisation move that will only
impose additional costs to low-income hawkers al-
ready reeling badly from rising prices,” Lim said in
the statement.

Hawkers are liable to a maximum fine of RM 10,000
or a maximum jail term of two years, or both if they
fail to obtain the certificate on time under the 2009
Food Hygiene Regulations.

The Health Ministry allows six companies in Pen-
ang to impose a charge of RMS50 for a simple food-
handling course, which both the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP) and Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) conduct free of charge.

“Why can’t the ministry conduct these courses free
of charge or accept a nominal payment instead of al-
lowing private companies to make money from low-
income groups like hawkers?”Lim asked.

Reportedly, hawkers upset at the RM50 charges are
asking whether this is privatisation or “piratisation”.

The Health Ministry has endorsed six training
schools to conduct the courses - Pearl Garden Enter-
prise; Pusat Latihan dan Perundingan Wasin; Sihat
Utama Enterprise; CSL Training and Consultancy;
SQC Management (Pg) Sdn Bhd and Institusi Pengen-
dali Makanan Ilham.

“The state government supports any effort to im-
prove food safety and hygienic standards. There should
be no compromise on health enforcement with more
than 10,000 cases of food poisoning cases reported
last year.

“However, reducing food poisoning incidents
should not be exploited as a pretext to allow some
private companies to earn money,” Lim said in the
statement.
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Hawkers crowding around the counter to register at Level 3, Komtar.

Be alert and
stop dengue

Story by Caleb Yeoh

PENANGITES are urged to keep their home
compounds and surrounding areas clean and free
from stagnant water to help prevent the breeding
of the Aedes mosquito, reducing the risk of catch-
ing dengue.

Within the third week of January 2014 alone,
the state Health Department has reported a total
of 53 cases of dengue, with 30 cases testing
positive for dengue fever.

In the same period last year, only 18 cases
were reported, with five testing positive for den-
gue.

As of now, a total of 151 dengue reports have
been confirmed in Penang with 76 positive cases.

During a press conference in Komtar, state
exco for Health, Rural Development and Agri-
culture & Agro-based Industry Dr. Afif Bahardin
said the number of cases in Penang is still under
control.

“The numbers aren’t high, but that doesn’t
mean we should take it easy. So far no deaths
(from dengue) have been reported this year and
let’s all work together to keep it this way,” Dr
Afif said.

Dr Afif has also spoken to various assembly-
members around Penang to encourage gotong
royong activities to clean up their respective
areas to put a stop to the spread of dengue.

“Prevention is better than cure. Let’s turn it
around and make Penang, dengue free,” he
added.

As of now, in the third week of 2014, six loca-
tions have been reported to be hotspots for den-
gue fever. They include Jalan Penawar 1 (Sungai
Pinang) with three cases, Jalan Logan (Pulau
Tikus), Taman Sri Pinang (Sungai Pinang), Pang-
sapuri Pelangi (Pengkalan Kota), Pg. Bukit
Minyak (Machang Bubuk) and Halaman Indera-
wasih (Perai) with two cases each.

The latest dengue announcement from the state
health department urging the public to take
action against the spread of dengue and the
breeding of the aedes mosquito.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad

PENAGA

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Hgl Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 -2260218
04-226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1968
04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

ST; 04-3317175
F) 04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

chong.eng@penang.gov.my

YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04 -2620860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my: 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
PADANG LALANG

YB Chong Eng (T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT

(T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
ridwan wan48@yahoo.com
BERTA BERTA
YB Shonful Azhar Othman T) 012 -411 4690 Asrol Sonl Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
04 - 5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL L PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra/8@yahoo.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
F) 04-573 4630 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Zopogggz\ooh% 019-507 3828
zahadi55@yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid ET)) 04 -351 2873 Norhoyoh Jaafar 019-4337119
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 yatie7 1 19@yahoo.com.my
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Mohammad Razak 013-597 6478
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my | (F) 04 - 593 9529
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Asnah Hashim 019-472 6956
asnah45@hotmail.my
PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG )
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 Hj. Mohd Tuah Ismail 019-570 9500
F) 04 - 866 4202 tuahismail@yahoo.com
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Hoedan Ayoob 04 -866 1760 Dato’ HOJI Abdul Halim Hussain 019-480 9599
04 - 866 1821 abdulhalimhussain@gmail.com

YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO T) 04 - 226 2464
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 227 2464
SEBERANG JAYA (T) 04 -390 5109
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

BUKIT TAMBUN

ET% 04 -5880818
04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 828 0926
04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04 - 594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee 04 -250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/I Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

ST; 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ST; 04 -227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

sedang dikemaskini

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey _
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

m 04 -226 5217
04 -227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man

ST; 04 - 398 4226

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA 994
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
INFORMASI PENERANGAN 04-643 0373

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
PUSAT INFO PELANCONG 04-261 4461
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN)]) 04-210 2363
( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511
BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
JABATAN BURUH 04-262 5536
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

adunptgpasir@gmail.com 04 - 398 4226
BUKIT TENGAH

YB Ong Chin Wen T) 04 - 508 3977
pkrbkttengah@gmail.com 04 - 508 3677
PENANTI

YB Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 522 2916
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 521 2915
SUNGAI PINANG

YB Lim Siew Khim (T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
drjayabalan@gmail.com

m 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer a/I Rajaiji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ m 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 - 2288514
PAS PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 575 5584
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

N1 Penaga :019 - 409 5922

N2 Bertam :019 - 593 3736

N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371
Tunggal

N4 Pemnatang :019 - 556 4664
Berangan

N5 Sungai Dua :013 - 595 6865

Né Telok Air :019 - 433 7464
Tawar

N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495

N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366
Jermal

N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963
Dalam

N10 .S|eberang 04 - 390 5109

aya

N11Permatang :019 - 412 8442
Pasir 013 - 595 6865

N12 Penanti : 04 -5222916

N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507

017 - 446 1817

N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964

N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928
Lalang 014 - 945 9786

N16 Perai : 04 - 399 6689

N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735
Tengah

N18 Bukit Tambun:

016 - 404 9120
017 - 378 4448

N19 Jawi :017 - 408 4784
012 - 456 5018
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689
Bakap 012 - 542 4454
N21 Sungai :012 - 679 4704
Acheh
N22 Tanjong :016 - 4650318
Bungah

- Shukri
- Fatimah
- Tasrin

- R.M. Reza

- Rosli Man
- Mat Zahir

- Mr.Lee

- Yeap Choon
Keong

- Gesan

- Nor Hayati
Mohd. Iskander
- Kamal

- Rosli

- Rodzi

- Mr.Lim

- Yeoh Ee Yee

- Andrew Chin

- Ilkhwan

- Chan

- Lai

- Selvi

- Lim Tuan Chun

- G.Dumany
- Khor

- Abdul Halim
- Mr. Khor

- Norjuliana

- Hasbullah

- Yaser

- Ranson

N23 Air Putih
N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus
N2é Padang Kota:

: 04 - 829 0614
: 012 - 493 3342
: 017 - 478 3237

017 - 956 3237
012 - 431 7015

N27 Ee;\gkalcn : 012 - 401 1522
ota
N28 KOMTAR : 012 - 423 3227
N29 Datok 1016 - 499 7274
Keramat 04 - 226 2464
N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630
Pinang
N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419
Lancang
N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362
012 - 5242549
N33 Air Itam : 012 - 4730736
016 - 4940705
N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

019 - 444 1039

: 016 - 480 0232

016 - 487 8602

016 - 444 3550
N3é Pantai : 04 - 646 4700
Jerejak
N37 Batu : 012 - 504 4836
Maung
N38 Bayan :016 - 599 2918
Lepas
N39 Pulau : 012 - 422 4935
Betong
N40 Telok :017 - 413 5695
Bahang

- Hong Kian
Beng

- Cheng Kok
Eong

- Lingam

- Quah

- Johnny
Chee

- Ch’'ng Chin
Keat

- Benji Ang

- Varinder

- Kalvinder

- Shuen

- Karuna

Mahen
James

- Anne

- Janet

- Toon Hoon

Lee

- Sabapathee

- Jalal

- Khairul

- Sathya

- Aliff /
Shamsudin

- Ziezullhakim

- Saifullizan
- Zulkiflee

- Johan
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Pulau Pinang Jan. - Feb. 2014

2hb Februari

Chinese New Year Cultural &
Heritage Celebration

Beach Street, Bishop Street,
Penang Street, Church Street
and King Street

3:00 ptg - 12:00 tgh mim

MPSP 2014 MPPP 2014
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 MPPP 04 - 259 2020
Tan Hooi Peng (DAP) 012 - 498 6212
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) 012 - 571 2250 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
(DAP)
Chandrasekeran a/I s. 012 - 5619870 Oing A Teeig) [EAF) N2 - 4110 6556
Maniam (DAP) Tay I_-eong Ser?g (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
e e Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 - 457 1271
Sukumar a/l Subramaniam 019 -442 2113
gov.my
(DAP)
Loh Joo Huat (DAP) 012-4221133 -
) Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) | 012 - 423 9143
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my : :
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019-411 5598 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP)
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012- 4017718 Mohd Hariszuan Jaharudin | 013 - 379 6019
(DAP)
Michael Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
(DAP) (PKR)
Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 Osman (PKR)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818
H'ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 (R 2 =APE 4556
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 9459621
(PKR)
M.Satees (DAP) 016 - 438 4767 -
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
PKR
Chong Pei Pei (DAP) 012-4767729 ( )
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 - 4708811
Ong Eu L 010 0 050! Sl (AT
PKR -
ng Eu Leong (PKR) OISO Lim Boon Beng (PKR) 012 - 564 4400
Nur Zarina Zakaria (PKR) 011-1578 5098
Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki (PKR) 012 - 498 4556 Iszuree Ibrahim 016 - 443 3205
(PAS)
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) 013 - 489 3227 Mhd Nasir Yahya (PAS) 019 - 432 9840
Dr. Lim Mah Hui(NGO) 012 - 4221880
Shafigah Shobha Abdullah 016 -496 1659 Eric Lim Seng Keat (NGO) 016 - 414 3428
(PKR) Aidi Akhbal Mohd Zainon 012 - 464 3004
(NGO)
Rajasegar a/l Govindasamy | 019 - 411 7051 Mohd Foaz Hamid 016 - 4222225
(PKR) (NGO)
T o
Zulkifli lorahim (PKR 018-576 1622 ]
ulkifti lbrahim (PKR) : BULETIN MUTIARA
1
1 .
: _ 1 Tingkat 47, Komtar,
Zulkiefly Saad (PKR) 013 - 436 2848 : 10503 Penang
] Phone : 04-650 5468
- - Fax : 04-261 5923
Mohd Rizal Abd H d (PKR) | 012 - 424 3878 ] . . . .
© 1z amid (PKR) ] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
1
1
Ho Leng Hong (PKR) 017 - 487 2767 : EDITORIAL
! Editor
1 Chan Lilian (English)
Omar Hassan (PAS) 019 - 571 8031 i Tam Poh Guek (Chinese)
| G.Revatic (Tamil)
Ahmad Kaswan Kassim 019 - 408 4899 i Writer
1 . .
(PAS) : Danny Ooi (Engl|§h)
_ i Caleb Yeoh (English)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov. : Nazleen Najeeb (English)
my ' Shum Jian Wei (Chinese)
1 .
Wong Chee Keet 012- 451 1312 : 3. Patmavathy (Tamil)
i
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

(NGO)




Halal expo gains prominence

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Penang International Halal Expo & Conference (PIHEC) came around for
its fifth consecutive year at the new and improved SPICE arena from Jan
17-19.

The conference took place at Eastin Hotel Penang on Jan 18.

This time round, a total of 250 booths were set up at the PIHEC, made up
of both local and international companies from the halal industry.

Present were business players from as far as the United Kingdom, Algeria,
Belgium, the Netherlands, Morocco, UAE, Pakistan and Thailand, along with
a multitude of local based businesses, presenting their best halal products.

The halal expo was aimed to be a focal point for halal industry stakeholders
to experience a wide array of products and services, establish networks with
captains of the industry and provide some exposure to the market’s latest trends.

A few highlights of the expo were the soft launch of “Experience Penang
— Muslim Travel Guide 2nd Edition”, showcasing the eateries, accommodation,
shopping spots and annual Islamic festivities in Penang.

The latest feature at the expo - “The Battle of the Halal Chef” — saw 100 top
chefs battling it out in a culinary arena.

At the conference, the main point of discussion was centered around “Halal
Ingredients — Key To Market Expansion”, presented by a panel of renowned
local and international speakers.

Present at the expo’s opening was Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who in his
opening address stressed on the high growth rate of the halal industry.

He said that since the first expo and conference in 2008, there has been a

A shot of the crowd that gathered for the opening ceremony of the Penang
International Halal Expo and Confernce at SPICE on Jan 17.

927% increase in the number of halal certified premises, from only 55 outlets
to 592 now.

“The state government’s aspiration to gain a stake in the RM3.1 trillion
global halal market is justified with the biggest recorded participation at this
year’s Halal expo, as you can see here today with over 250 booths set up all
over the concourse and main arena of SPICE,” Lim added during his speech.

Heritage hotel opens its doors

AFFIRMING George Town’s posi-
tion of being a UNESCO world herit-
age site, the newly-opened Arme-
nian Street Heritage Hotel offers
tourists and visitors a chance to ex-
plore the rich culture of the city at
their doorstep.

Nestled in the heart of the heritage
site on Lebuh Carnovan, the hotel
officially opened its doors to the
public on Jan 13.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng was
delighted and proud that another
project took on the revitalisation of
an abandoned colonial building and
transforming it into a classy and el-
egant hotel.

“Even to the smallest details such

as window panes and clay tiles, Ar-
menian Street Heritage Hotel has
complied to the strict standards set
by George Town World Heritage In-
coporated (GTWHI) to create an
authentic heritage and colonial expe-
rience for guests,” said Lim.

Managed by the Tune Hotels
brand, this 92-room hotel is situated
in the Core Area of the World Herit-
age Site which encompasses more
than 1,700 buildings.

“Standing on the rooftop of this
hotel with an unobstructed view of
the city, it is easy to fall in love with
George Town,” said Group CEO of
Tune Hotels, Mark Lankester.

He said the hotel will serve Penang

as another platform that celebrates
the state’s rich history and culture
and will bring the island city’s tour-
ism to the global stage.

Adding to the delight of many are
the array of museums, temples, eater-
ies and most recently, the booming
popularity of street paintings made
famous by Lithuanian artist, Ernest
Zacharevic.

Penang has also recently added
another tourism accomplishment with
George Town being ranked eighth in
the world on The Guardian’s “Holi-
day Hotspots: Where To Go In 2014”;
the only city in Southeast Asia to be
featured on the list.

“We have done much since 2008

to make Penang a renowned interna-
tional tourist destination but yet there
is much more to be done. With the
cooperation between the state gov-
ernment and local entrepreneurs, we
can make that vision come true,”
added Lim.

Also present at the opening cere-
mony were state exco for Tourism
Danny Law Heng Kiang and Arme-
nian Street Heritage Hotel directors
Datuk Yong Chai Seng, Datin Lau
Geok Choon, Dr Koh Hwa Cheah and
Datuk Ting Tin Siang.

For more information on the Ar-
menian Street Heritage Hotel and to
make reservations, visit www.arme-
nianstheritagehotel.com

VISITORS will be able to enjoy the unobstructed view of George Town atop the newly opened Armenian Street Heritage Hotel.
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Beyond the MDGs and Towards Gender Equality in Penang

In 2000, the United Nations
General Assembly adopted the
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) to be achieved by 2015,
with the following aims: (1) To
eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger; (2) To achieve universal
primary education; (3) To pro-
mote gender equality and em-
powering women; (4) To reduce
child mortality rates; (5) To
improve maternal health; (6) To
combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and
other diseases; (7) To ensure
environmental sustainability;
and (8) To develop a global
partnership for development.

In recent
years, the
MDGs have
been criti-
cised for not
addressing
the root of the
problem. As
Eric Tous-
saint, the
President of
the Commit-
tee for the
Abolition of
Third World
Debt, said during the General
Assembly session of the United
Nations in New York on 15
September 2010, “Humankind
has the material capacity to
guarantee a respect for every
human being’s fundamental hu-
man rights that far exceeds the
modest Millennium Goals. It is
clear that the problem is not a
lack of resources.”

To this end, the United Na-
tions is currently proposing a
Post-MDG New Development
Framework which will be pre-
sented to the General Assembly
for adoption in 2015. This suc-
cessor framework to the MDGs
will place greater focus on

By Kim Khaira, Project Officer, PWDC

democratic and good govern-
ance, peace and security, rule of
law, justice, women’s role and
leadership, and protection of
human rights and indicators re-
sponding to these aspects, as
enabling factors of sustainable
development.

Recognising the importance
of these issues, the Penang
Women'’s Development Corpo-
ration (PWDC) in collaboration
with Penang Institute organised
a public lecture entitled, “The
New Development Framework
and the Penang Paradigm: Gen-
der, Governance and Nation

Building” on 19th December
2013 at the Bayview Hotel
Georgetown, featuring speakers
Ms Judy Cheng Hopkins, the
United Nations Assistant Secre-
tary-General for Peacebuilding
Support, Dr Wong
Chin Huat, Fellow
and Head of the
Political and So-
cial Analysis Sec-
tion of Penang
Institute and Dr
Maznah Moham-
ad, Associate Pro-
fessor in the Fac-
ulty of Arts and
Social Sciences at
the National Uni-

versity of Singapore.

It is interesting to examine
how developments at the inter-
national level might be applied
to local situations.

For instance, how might the
Penang Paradigm, the policy
framework- document span-
ning the period of 2013-2022
which aims to provide, among
others, solutions for Malay-
sia’s middle income trap root-
ed in authoritarian govern-
ment, take into account or in-
corporate ideas from the UN
Post-MDG framework?

Dr Wong Chin-Huat stressed
that Malaysia has failed to ad-
dress inequality, correlating to
the country’s brain drain, capital
flight, over-centralisation of
power, bad governance and
over-looking of intra-ethnic and
non-ethnic inequalities. He
shared on the creation of the
proposed institution Saksama,
or the Social Inclusion and
Equal Opportunities Commis-
sion to promote equal opportu-
nities and gender equality in
state-owned agencies and con-
tractors. Saksama will also be
heading policy formulations
such as the proposed Equal Op-
portunity Employment Policy
and Anti-Sexual Harassment
Policy, and producing annual
reports on social inclusion in

Penang.

It is also important to note
that UN Women has formed a
standalone gender equality goal
based on three fundamental re-
quirements (from which targets
and indicators are to be devel-
oped): (1) end violence against
women and girls and provide
services to victims; (2) end his-
tories of underinvestment in
expanding women’s and girl’s
capabilities and resources; and
(3) reverse the systematic mar-

ginalisation of women from
public and private decision-
making.

Responding to this, Dr
Maznah Mohamad in her pres-
entation spoke on possible gen-
der indicators and indexes par-
ticularly in relation to Violence
Against Women (VAW). We
have a long way to go, judging
from Malaysia’s overall rank of
102 out of 136 countries in the
2013 WEF (World Economic
Forum) Gender Gap Index. In
Political Empowerment, Malay-
siaranked 121, compared to the
Philippines which was ranked
among the top 5 countries in the
world where women are the top
economic players.

In the light of these presenta-

tions, several recommendations
and conclusions can be made:
The sovereignty of states along
with individual self-determina-
tion of its peoples must be re-
spected by international organi-
sations and institutions in order
to advance with the guarantee of
peace and security. However,
progress towards democratic
governance, peace, security and
rule of law are difficult to meas-
ure. Thus, the formulation of
good indicators must be a prior-

ity to ensure that developments
are on track and in line with
targets. For instance, high rep-
resentation of women in terms
of numbers may not necessarily
translate to gender equality — the
qualitative aspects of this repre-
sentation will also need to be
taken into account.

Indeed, we all want “a better
world”; the real question is how
we are going to get there.

For more information on the
MDGs and New Development
Framework, please visit : www.
un.org/millenniumgoals/

To view the video of the Pub-
lic Lecture, please visit : https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ld9i-zgD--
s&feature=youtu.be
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One-way to reduce school jams

Story and Pix by
Chan Lilian

SCHOOL hour traffic jams,
especially during the begin-
ning of the school year, pose
a nightmare for parents send-
ing their children to schools
and also affect other road
users.

Sensitive to the people’s
problems, the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP)
has worked closely with the
schools involved to plan out a
system to ease the jams. Re-
cently, two more roads were
made one-way.

MPPP engineer Zainuddin
Mohamad Shariff said they
have formed a committee to
work on solutions based on
the areas.

“Depending on the areas,
we will work out the traffic
system to somewhat ease the
jams. Although we cannot
totally solve the peak hour
congestion, MPPP will look

into the needs of the schools,”
he said.

The next road to adopt the
one-way system beginning
Feb 2 is Minden Heights, Ja-
lan 13.

A spokesman for SK Min-
den Heights said they have
waited for 14 years to get the
traffic flow changed.

“For the safety of the chil-
dren and to reduce congestion,
MPPP will turn the road into
one-way from Jalan 14/Jalan
13 to Jalan 15. This flow will
be enforced from 6.30-8am,
12.30pm to 2pm and 6pm to
7pm.,” Zainuddin said.

Feedback from members of
the public can be sent to :

Pengarah Kejuruteraan
Jabatan Kejuruteraan,
MPPP,

Tingkat 13, Komtar, 10000
Penang

or email zainuddin@mppp.
gov.my or call 259 2202/258
2015

Road users and especially parents have resigned themselves to horrendous jams during school
hours but MPPP is looking into their woes.
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Free parking till problems resolved

Story and Pix by Chan Lilian

THE Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) recently took the bold move to
come forward and acknowledge the
teething problems it faced regarding the
new coupon parking system.

“We acknowledge that we have been
receiving complaints since Jan 8 that
motorists are unable to buy the parking
coupons,” said MPPP chief Datuk Pata-
hiyah Ismail at a press conference in
Komtar on Jan 16.

“The management of the new parking
system, Perkhidmatan Alam Indah Sdn
Bhd, has been unable to resolve the short-
age. So, the council wishes to inform the
public that with effect from Jan 16 until
further notice, members of the public do
not need to display the coupons.”

Perkhidmatan Alam Indah managing
director Abdul Malik Abdul Kader, who
was present at the press conference, said
the shortage was due to a batch of coupons
on which the wax coating caused difficul-
ties in scratching the coupons as required.

“We have printed a new batch and
hope to resolve this matter within two
weeks from Jan 16. Some 300,000
coupon booklets will be available soon,”

Patahiyah is not mincing her words when she warned that if the company failed to
provide sufficient parking coupons, then the public is not required to display them.

Abdul Malik said.

He also announced that they will be
appointing 45 7-11 outlets, 22 Happy
Marts and 33 petrol stations to sell the
coupons, hence, making it more con-
venient for the public.

Patahiyah added that if Perkhidmatan
Alam Indah failed to resolve the matter,

Penangites will continue to enjoy the
free parking during this period.
However, she assured that although
the public is not required to display the
coupons during the suspension period,
the company is still paying to the coun-
cil RM651,923 per month in rentals.
Areview of the situation will be made

Rogue parking attendants warned

on Jan 27/28 and MPPP will make a
further announcement when the coupon
parking system is enforced.

Meanwhile, members of the public
can contact the following numbers if
there are any enquiries: MPPP - 261
3605/261 0181/012-4982270 or Perkh-
idmatan Alam Indah Sdn Bhd - 261
3350/ 228 1192/ 012-572 1749

MPPP also advised people to pur-
chase the parking coupons for their fu-
ture use as the agents are still selling
them.

Following the decision, Exco member
for Local Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow issued a stern reminder to MPPP
to closely monitor the situation so that
the teething problem can be resolved as
soon as possible.

“The council president and her top
officials must take the necessary steps
to restore the people’s confidence and
support for this new parking system,”
he said.

“MPPP must not hesitate to take stern
action against the concession company
including terminating the contract, if
they are unable to perform to make this
new parking system a success.”

PAPARAN SEBENAR DALAM PAPAN TANDA

Story by Chan Lilian

A STERN warning has
been issued to rogue
parking attendants by
the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council
(MPPP).

The council, together

MAIJLIS PERBANDARAN PULAU PINANG
SISTEM KUPON DAN SISTEM PARKIR PINTAR (SPG)

ISNIN - JUMAAT
9 PAGI - 5 PETANG

TEMPAT LETAK KERETA

LEBUH CHULIA
WAKTU OPERASI
SABTU
| 9 PAGI - 1 PETANG

with the police, will take
action to nab them if
they are caught collect-
ing unauthorised park-
ing fees from the public
in MPPP parking zones.

MPPP has implement-
ed parking zones marked

TIAP-TIAP SETENGAH (1/2) JAM ATAU
SEBAHAGIAN DARIPADANYA

SEBARANG KEHILANGAN DAN KEROSAKAN KENDERAAN DI TEMPAT LETAK
KERETA MPPP ADALAH TANGGUNGJAWAB ANDA

MAJLIS PERBANDARAN PULAU PINANG
|

AHAD & KELEPASAN AM: PERCUMA

KADAR BAYARAN :

TEMPAT PENJUALAN KUPON :

PERINGATAN :

| Tel:04-2502130

red, blue and green.
There are certain hot
zones marked red where

DIURUSKAN OLEH:
PERKHIDMATAN ALAM INDAH SDN. BHD. (gossss.1)
N . lamindah.

Tel: 04-2613350
NO SIRI: 0003

SENI

SENI

parking fees are charge-

PAPAN TANDA BIRU — WAKTU KAWALAN SELAIN WAKTU BEKERJA BIASA
‘ PAPAN TANDA HIJAU - WAKTU KAWALAN ADALAH SEPERTIMANA WAKTU BEKERJA ‘ DAN BUKAN SETIAP HART

PAPAN TANDA MERAH — WAKTU KAWALAN PADA SETIAP HARI

able from 9am to mid-
night, daily.

Meanwhile, the blue and green are
for certain days of the week and lim-
ited to certain hours as stipulated on
the signboards.

For the convenience of our readers,
Buletin Mutiara has included pictures

of the three different signboards here.
MPPP chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail
reminded tourists, visitors and Penan-
gites not to pay these rogue attendants.
She also informed that the parking
coupons sold are in RM4/booklet for

40 sen x 10 pieces or RM6 for booklets
with 40 sen x 5 coupons and 80sen x
5 coupons.
“Please do not buy from anyone
who sells at a higher price,” she said.
There are four MPPP parking lots

which are not under the coupon system
and they are :

Lebuh Light

Batu Lancang

Padang Brown

Sungai Nibong Express Bus Station.
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Your maps to great food

Story and pix by
Chan Lilian

DO you know you can grab
an online leaflet from http://
www.visitpenang.gov.my/
which features mouth-water-
ing foods from Penang?

Download it to your mo-
bile phones, iPads, tablets or
print it and you are ready for
a food adventure.

Chinese New Year is a
time for family get-togeth-
ers.

Family and friends from
outstation and overseas will
return to Penang and they
will ask you to bring them to
the most delicious hawker
foods to satisfy their longing
for arguably the best foods
in the world.

If you are stumped on
where to go, you can find out
some of the recommenda-
tions provided by the Penang
Tourism Office.

For the islanders, many
probably have not ventured
far to the mainland to sample
some of the hawker foods.

To make it easy, the Se-
berang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP ) has also
come up with their own Food
Trails Map which can be
downloaded from Visit Pen-
ang website too.

To take it a step further,
recently the Malay Mail On-
line website provided a ‘24
hour street food experience’.

Journalist Opalyn Mok
and photographer K.E.Ooi
took readers on an hourly
eating frenzy. You can print
the guide from this URL -
http://www.themalaymailon-
line.com/print/eat-drink/
eat-penang-a-24-hour-street-
food-experience

The food photos captured
by Ooi are sure to make you
want to go out and grab some
of those foods available al-
most 24 hours in Penang.

When you are done with
the rounds of visiting during
Chinese New Year and have
tucked in all the festive
goodies, go out and explore
the street food of Penang.
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Gruelling Penang
Run comes to a close

Story by Mark James

IT was all smiles for the contestants who took part in
the Penang Run 2013/14 and rightly so as they had
completed a gruelling series of four 21km point-to-point
runs encompassing the entire island.

Organised by the state government, the event re-
ceived tremendous support from the public with about
1,010 local and foreign participants taking part.

“We did not expect the run to be so successful. What
started out as a humble idea to give runners a unique
running experience in Malaysia turned into a massive
project requiring immense logistic work across the
board,” said Chong Eng, state exco for sports at the
closing ceremony at the Esplanade field.

“On behalf of the Chief Minister and the state govern-
ment, [ would like to thank the organising committee,
the Penang Island Municipal Council, the police force,
Penang Volunteer Patrol Unit, sponsors and of course
all the participants for making history for the state.”

Bagging the first prize in the overall series was Cal-

vin Boon Chang Yik clocking in at
5:19.19 and Ng Sun Yee at 6:50.11
for the Malaysian Men‘s and Ma-
laysian Women'‘s category respec-
tively.

They received RM2,000 for their
endeavours.

But all the participants in all four
series walked away with a sense of
pride in completing 84km of urban
and rural terrain and a particularly
nifty four-piece medal, one col-
lected upon completion of each
series. sian Women‘s Open category Ooi Yuu Mei and Inter-

Honorable mentions also go to the winners of the national Women'‘s category, Ailyn Maglipon Arjona
Malaysian Men‘s Veteran category, Baskaran Ku- from the Phillipines.
pusamy, Interna-
tional Men‘s cat-
egory, Tim Stelt-
zer from the Unit-
ed States, Malay-

Boon (second from left) and Ng (second from right) flanked by organising
chairman Andrew Loh (left) and event coordinator, Heng Lee Lee.

Get set for first Women’s Run

Chong Eng (centre) and Chew (seven from right ) joining co-organisers and

sponsor representatives for a group photograph.

Story and pix by Danny Ooi

THE first Penang Women’s Run, to
take place on March 9, is aimed at
creating awareness to end violence
against women in the country.

The event will kick off at 6am at the
Esplanade, cover a 6km route.

Themed “End Violence Against
Women”, it is organised by the Junior
Chamber International (JCI) Pearl
(Malaysia) in conjunction with Inter-
national Women’s Day on March 8.

JCI Pearl president Chew Hooi Mei,
at a press conference on Jan 6, said
they are expecting some 1,500 runners
and 200 had already signed up so far.

“Men are encouraged to take part
but they are required to bring along a
female counterpart,” she added.

Exco for Youth and Sports, Family

and Committee Development Chong
Eng said she was glad to see such an
event being organised by a non-gov-
ernmental organisation to highlight
women'’s issues.

The run is supported by the state
government, Penang Women’s Devel-
opment Corporation (PWDC), and the
Penang State Sports Council, with the
Penang Amateur Athletics Associa-
tion endorsing and supporting the run.

Closing date for registration is Feb
7.

Registration forms and entry sub-
mission can be done at all Delta Busi-
ness Solutions Sdn Bhd offices in
Penang or through www.deltaonline.
com.my

For details, call Chew at 012-
4609245 or Kim from PWDC at 04-
2612835.
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Exco member and assemblymember for Padang Kota Chow
Kon Yeow (centre) is not bashful and participates in the aerobics
exercises with the people.

Residents from Macallum flats join the morning aerobics exercise at the new Community Park.

il

01. Lifts your mood

02. Improves learning abili
03. Builds self-esteem

04. Keeps your brain fit
05. Keeps your body fit & ¢
06. Boosts mental health
07. Boosts your immune s
08. Reduces stress

09. Makes you feel happie
10. Has anti-ageing effect:

The Seberang Perai Municipal Council chief Maimunah Shariff (right)
is a strong advocate of a healthy community and she tirelessly
organises and joins the people in exercise sessions.

Zumba is the latest trend in keeping fit and civil servants in Komtar . :
can sweat it out at the 7th floor gym, guided by Saga Mary (second 1. Improves skin t_one ant
from right) who is a certified trainer. 12. Improves sleeping pati

13. Helps prevent strokes
14. Improves joint functior
15. Improves muscle stren
16. Alleviates anxiety

17. Sharpens memory

18. Helps to control addict
19. Boosts productivity
20. Boosts creative thinkir
21. Improves body image
22. Gives you confidence
23. Helps you keep focused

24. Improves eating habits

Start ‘em young. A young girl joining her parents in aerobics in . :
Seberang Perai. 25. Increases longevity
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Fairchild grows in strength

Goh (second from left) and Rashid (fourth from left) showing their mettle in sports. They are leaders
not only in their respective fields of corporate world and politics but also on the futsal field.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

FAIRCHILD Semiconductor Malaysia has been
in Penang since the 1970s. Previously known as
National Semiconductor, it has grown from
strength to strength.

From a 19,375 sq ft land area, now Fairchild
occupies 653,400 sq ft and hires 1,600 employees.

They have a cumulative investment of US$400
million (about RM1.3 billion).

Penang Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd.
Rashid Hasnon visited the plant in Bayan Lepas
on Jan 9 to launch the futsal field and also took
the opportunity to answers some of the hard-
hitting questions from the trainee engineers.

Rashid, who previously worked in one of the
semi-conductor factories, was at ease and took
time to explain to the young professionals the
state’s policies, the vision of Penang and shared
his own experiences.

Fairchild managing director Goh Seow Meng
revealed how he loved Penang. Although he had
worked in major cities like Munich, Kuala

Lumpur, Singapore and various parts of China,
he praised Penang.

“I personally find Penang to be a great place.
In Fairchild, we believe that our employees’
contributions, abilities and achievements are
integral to our success. We are committed to
help our employees build rewarding careers by
providing the resources they need to stay happy,
healthy and productive,” he said.

“In Fairchild we develop young talents to
grow personally and professionally. So far we
have brought 35 engineers on-board,” Goh
added.

After the dialogue, Goh and Rashid played a
friendly futsal match in the newly-opened field,
with Rashid showing his mettle by scoring six
goals in the match.

Rashid, who holds the Industrial Development
& International Trade, Cooperatives & Commu-
nity Relations and Entrepreneur Development
portfolio, said he will try to visit more factories,
engage and communicate with the workers and
show that the state government is concerned about
them.

These young trainee engineers listen attentively to Rashid who shared with them about Penang’s

plans for the future.

Seagate a glittering
success story

Datuk Steve Luczo in a Chinese emperor costume (second
from left) marking the 25 years milestone during the glittering
dinner.

SEAGATE employees’ glittering, innovative and crea-
tive performances during their 25th anniversary celebra-
tion gave a glimpse of the people behind the company.

Penang Seagate was established in 1988 as Control
Data.

Over the last 25 years, the company has invested more
than RM3 billion and developed into what it is today - an
established slider technology launch site with a total
headcount of more than 4,000 employees.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng joined Seagate employ-
ees in December 2013 for the celebration.

In his speech, Lim praised the employees.

“Penang hopes to learn from Seagate. You have trans-
formed something from nothing. I believe the secret of
Seagate’s success is the people,” Lim said.

Indeed Seagate employees have shone through the
years.

Together they have amassed 32,000 volunteers hours
in a year doing several charitable projects like donation
to orphanages and charity homes, planting trees for a
greener Penang, organising camps for students in rural
schools, providing students with interesting programmes
like Young Enterprise Program, Penang Lego League
competition and more.

Chairman and CEO of Seagate Datuk Steve Luczo
expressed in his speech how amazed he was.

“I am truly amazed by your generosity in terms of
volunteer hours. Malaysia being a multi-racial country
offers a unique advantage in terms of language and skills.

“The engineering talent has enabled Penang to de-
velop new processes and machines to produce more
sliders with less space and headcount.

“Keep up with your creativity and innovations!”
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