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Towards cleaner rivers

Story by Chan Lilian

THE River and Marine Pollution Taskforce (RMPT),
which was proposed in February to tackle river and
sea pollution, has drawn up an action plan to clean
up the waterways.

Chow Kon Yeow, exco member for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and Flood Mitigation,
announced recently that the state exco approved the
plan on May 28 to tackle the issue in stages.

“There are 164 rivers in Penang but we have iden-
tified eight rivers with critical levels of pollution.
These rivers are located mostly in the Batu Feringghi,
Tanjung Bungah and Sungai Pinang area while three
are from the mainland,” Chow said in a press confer-
ence in Komtar on June 6.

“As a result of human activities, some of the pol-
lutants have been discharged into the rivers. The
main causes of pollutions are discharge from sewage
treatment, poultry farms, restaurants, leachate from
dumpsites, farming activities, disposal of rubbish
direct into the river and wastes from wet markets and
industries,” he added.

The RMPT collected data along 100-metre cor-
ridors and beyond of the rivers to identify the source
of pollution.

Members of the public may recall that a few
months ago, several mainstream media had high-
lighted ‘black water’ flowing from the river in Batu
Feringghi.

The RMPT has since then compiled information
and found three categories of structures/premises that
contributed to the pollution.

The number of illegal structures without licence
or permit and their locations along each river have
been made known as well.

Local councils and district offices will be en-
trusted to deal with these within three years. Mean-
while, preventive measures will be taken to ensure
that there is no encroachment into government land
and river and beach reserves where fences will be put
up to prevent any activities.

“Food Oil and Grease (FOG) traps will be made

The Governor’s wife Toh Puan Majimor Shariff (centre) and the Chief Minister’s wife Betty Chew Gek Cheng
admiring the beautiful orchids at the Penang Floral Festival at the Botanical Gardens on June 1. Pix by

Allisala Thian.

compulsory for food premises so that restaurants and
food stalls do not discharge oily residue into the
drains which flow to the rivers. Currently, there are
Log Booms, which are rubbish traps put up at river
mouths and the respective authorities have been asked
to clear them every two days instead of the present
practice of once a week.

”These are some of the immediate actions we have
taken,” Chow elaborated.

He also provided members of the media a detail
list of 32 short-term and long-term actions with their
implementation period.

In conclusion, Chow urged: “At the end of the day,

we need the community’s effort to help us maintain
clean rivers. Rivers play an important role in our
ecosystem and if pollution is left unchecked, it will
upset the ecosystem. A river is not a place to dump
your rubbish. Without public cooperation, all these
efforts to improve the quality of our rivers and
beaches will come to nought and remain status quo.”
His message is — the river is not a rubbish bin.
Treat rivers as an important source of life.
Penang aspires to improve its river quality to Class
2 or 3, with Class 1 the highest level and usually
found at hills and forests.
Class 4 or 5 are not suitable even for swimming.



Governor commends
state government

Story by Caleb Yeoh

THE 13th Penang state assembly sitting was
officially opened on May 19 by Governor
Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas.

In his speech, Abdul Rahman commended
the state government for its efforts in han-
dling water supplies, resulting in no water
rationing in Penang during the recent
droughts that hit the country.

He also pointed out that he personally
supports the move to increase domestic water
tariffs in Penang as this would ultimately help
Penangites save water.

He added that even with the increase,
water prices in Penang will still remain the
lowest in the country.

Abdul Rahman then continued on issues
of state.

A few highlights include the successful
opening of the Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam
Shah Bridge (second Penang bridge), the
increase of foreign investments in Penang
from 2010 and 2013, the growing tourism
industry sector and the state government’s
efforts to start its own light rail transit (LRT)

‘ The Penang Government exco members and assemblymembers posing for a group photograph before the start of the
system.

13th Penang State Assembly sitting.

Another brilliant year for tourism

PENANGITES have indeed felt the
positive effects of increased tourism
over the past few years as more small
businesses begin to mushroom and
flourish in and around the city centre.

The state won accolades and recog-
nition, including being named the
eighth most livable city in Asia by ECA
International and chosen as one of the
top 10 World’s Best city to visitin 2014
by United Kingdom’s The Guardian.

Perhaps it‘s the efforts of the state
government which took meticulous
efforts to revive the city’s core to make
it an internationally recognised tourist
destination; maybe it is also its people
who are what makes the city the vibrant
destination it is.

From famed wall murals, laidback
cafes and iconic foods, it is the hard-
working men and women that when
given the opportunity and support from
the state government, help the state
reach its full potential in the tourism
industry.

In terms of numbers, Penang saw an
increase of 800,000 tourists from 4.7

million in 2012 to 5.5 million in 2013
and this year alone, the Penang Inter-
national Airport recorded a total of
305,804 tourists in Q1 2014; an in-
crease of 9.74% in comparison to Q1
2013.

The hotel industry has also recorded
an all time high of having 100% oc-
cupancy rate in the month of April
which was once known to be a low
peaked season for tourism.

State exco for Tourism Development
and Culture Law Heng Kiang attrib-
uted this to the bustling meetings, in-
centives, conferences, and exhibitions
(MICE) industry and also various in-
ternational level events such as the
World Women‘s Squash Champion-
ships which was held earlier this year
at the Penang International Convention
& Exhibition Centre (sPICE).

Adding on to Penang’s impressive
feats is its medical tourism industry
where the state recorded an inflow of
RM371 million in 2013, an increase of
18.03% from 2012°s record of RM314
million.

“This total represents 60% of the
total medical tourism industry income
for the entire country,” Law added at
the Penang State Legislative Assembly.

It was noted in KPMG’s 2014 Eco-
nomic Outlook Roundtable discussion
that a huge chunk of medical tourists
come from Indonesia, mainly Medan,
Acheh and Surabaya because of Pen-
ang‘s affordable and high quality
medical treatment facilities.

Moving on, it’s no surprise that
Penang has served the international
industry by providing quintessential
movie backdrops to countless films and
movies with the most recent one, a
multi-million production entitled “In-
dian Summers” to be filmed at Bukit
Bendera and various parts of George
Town.

The state also played host to various
international movies this year such as
Taiwan‘s “My Mr Right” and a Tamil
film, ‘Anegian’ starring famed actor
Dhanush.

It is noteworthy that however suc-
cessful the tourism industry of George

Town is, tourism in rural areas should
also be paid equal attention as brought
up by Pulau Betong assemblyman
Farid Saad.

Law agrees with Farid that the focus
should be statewide and will look into
various programmes to diversify tour-
ism outside of George Town as the state
has many wonders to share with the
world and is always open to sugges-
tions from all parties as to how to im-
prove the tourism industry.

At present, rural tourism is mainly
focused on homestay programmes
which allow participants to live in a
completely rural setting away from the
hustle and bustle of city life partaking
in traditional Malaysian activities and
games.

Indeed 2014 looks tremendously
positive for Penang’s tourism when it
comes down to numbers but it is due
to the people’s love for the state and
desire for sustainable improvements
that truly makes Penang one of the
most livable and welcoming states in
Malaysia.
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Exco members
explain absence

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

EXCO members Datuk Abdul Malik Kas-
sim and Dr. Afif Bahardin held a joint
press conference on May 30 to explain
why they were absent from the recent State
Assembly sitting on May 22.

“On May 21, a group of Umno members
encroached into the State Assembly and
caused a ruckus.

“Due to their hooligan act, the proceed-
ings were delayed for two days to debate
the motion put forward by exco member
Chow Kon Yeow and Chief Minister Lim

together with Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon for the Inter-
national Halal Expo and Conference which
began on May 22.

“We were supposed to reach Pakistan
on May 21 and had delayed our trip to May
227

During their absence from the State As-
sembly, their winding-up reports were read
by exco members Jagdeep Singh Deo and
Chong Eng on their behalf.

“We accept with an open heart the ad-
vice and views from the Chief Minister
about our non-appearance at the assembly

Guan Eng,”they said.
“Both of us were due to be in Pakistan

sitting and will ensure that this does not
happen again in future.”

No 200 sex hot spots in Penang

ADDRESSING the re-
cent news reports on the
supposed 200 sex hot
spots in Penang, state
exco for Women, Family
& Community Develop-
ment Chong Eng said that
the report was in fact
false.

At the recent state as-
sembly sitting, Chong
Eng explained that the
figures were presented by
Todd Morrisson during
the ‘Sex Trafficking in
Penang’ seminar held on
April 5, and were aimed
at increasing public
awareness of the sex
trade here in Penang.

Albeit a noble cause,
Morrisson clarified that
the figure was indeed a rough estimate that
wasn’t based on a complete nor comprehensive
study and said that more research needed to be
carried out to attain the actual figure.

“The message Morrisson was trying to con-
vey was that like other cities all over the world,
the problem of sex trafficking is in fact in exist-
ence and directly relates to the worldwide
problem of human trafficking. The media how-
ever, overplayed and exaggerated the issue,
only focusing on the ‘200’ and relating it to the
current state administration instead of focusing
on the actual problem of the violation of human
rights,” Chong Eng said.

last month.

Chong Eng speaking at the 13th Penang State Legislative Assembly

She added that according to a report from the
US Department of State, Malaysia is on the
watch list for sex trafficking but on a much
lower scale as compared to other countries.

“The state government, through my office,
will work together with the Penang police force
and with NGOs like Penang Stop Human Traf-
ficking Campaign, to try and curb this global
issue that is unfortunately present in Penang.”

Chong Eng also urged the media to help raise
awareness about this issue, and to also encour-
age others to band together to combat human
and sex trafficking by identifying, saving and
supporting the victims of this trade.

Dr. Afif (left) and Abdul Malik deny they have run away from the assembly
sitting as what some mainstream media reported.

Ensuring good
health for all

OVER the past year, Penang’s health sector, under the
portfolio of Dr Afif Bahardin, chairman of the Agriculture
& Agro-based Industry, Rural Health Development and
Health committee, has seen a series of new programmes
enacted throughout the state.

“These programmes are aimed at improving overall
health related awareness and maintaining a healthier Pen-
ang,” said Dr Afif at the recent state assembly sitting.

The programmes include the opening of three new ‘CAT
Dialysis Centers’, the ‘Penang Sihat’ programme and the
free mammogram checks for women in Penang.

Working together with the private sector and various
NGOs, the three new dialysis centres were opened in the,
Seberang Perai Utara, Seberang Perai Tengah and Farlim
areas over the past year.

Dr Afif added that the state government wishes to open
up at least one dialysis centre in each district of Peanang in
the future.

‘Penang Sihat’ started in December 2013 and has spread
all over the districts.

It basically entails free health check-ups for the first 100
applicants, inclusive of sight and sound check-ups so as to
raise awareness among Penangites about non-communica-
ble diseases like diabetes, hypertension and cardiovascular
problems.

The free mammograms initiative was to help the 52,000
odd women in Penang, aged 35 and above in Penang and
will begin at some point in July this year.

The total cost for this initiative is about RM3 million.

Dr Afif stated that this was a small price the state govern-
ment was willing to fork out to uphold its commitment to
its slogan of loving the women of Penang.



Home gets Exco attention

Jagdeep and Chow together with the residents of Grace Home looking at the auto-gate that

was installed for their convenience.

EXCO members Jagdeep Singh Deo and Chow
Kon Yeow have in the past assisted the Per-
satuan Penyayang Warga Tua Pulau Pinang or
Penang Senior Citizen Carers’ Association
through various activities at their shelter in
Grace Harmony Home located at Jalan Thomas.

Recently, Jagdeep allocated RM2.,400 to
install an auto-gate for the home which houses
30 senior citizens. “With this, our volunteers
and carers will find it more convenient to open
and close the gate. Strong support has been
given to us by our friends and supporters and

today, we are appreciative of the help from YB
Jagdeep and YB Chow,” said Khoo Teik Ee,
chairman of Grace.

“Grace is a charity voluntary organisation
and is fully dependent on public support.
Monthly, our expenses are about RM15,000
which includes nursing care, food, transporta-
tion, utility bills, rental and administration fees,”
Khoo added.

Members of the public may contact Khoo at
46&50, Jalan Thomas, 11600 Penang if they
wish to help.

Grand time for special scouts

IN a world where stereotypes are part and parcel
of life, we often forget the proper way to treat
others we deem different from ourselves.

Essentially, when it comes to people with
special needs, there is no other way to treat them
than to include them in everyday activities just
like you would anyone else.

In the spirit of no discrimination, the 9th
Scouts Agooneree was organised by the Penang
Cheshire Home for the special scouts of Penang
at the Penang Water Sports and Recreational
Centre.

The Agooneree, a term used to describe a mini
jamboree, saw some 40 regular scouts from
SMK Jalan Damai coming together with 25
special scouts from Cheshire Home and 8 special
scouts from the Spastic Centre, the School for

A scout from SMK Jalan Damai helping another
scout member from the Cheshire Home blow

the Mentally Retarded and the Handicapped some bubbles during the first day of the agoo-
Children Centre to experience new outdoor neree.

scouts themed adventures.

The two-day event was officiated by Datuk Seri
Khoo Keat Siew, president of the Penang Cheshire
Home, who said that this exposure would help the
special scouts gain a sense of self-esteem and self-
confidence by interacting with regular members of
society.

“Through this, we hope that our scouts learn to
become self-reliant and to experience the world
around us just like anyone else would. The ago-
nooree also gives a chance for scouts present to
interact with one another in the spirit of scouting,”

Khoo said in his opening speech.

Suriakala, who has already attended three of the
past agoonerees said she was ecstatic to be here
this year.

“It’s so fun to be here out in the open. Scouting
has really made life so much more colorful. I enjoy
all the activities here, but my favorite is when we
get to ‘masak-masak’ (cook),” she said.

Throughout the two days, the itinerary included
activities like canoeing, kite flying, cooking, a
campfire and field trips around Penang.

AROUND TOWN

ESCAPE TROPHY CHALLENGE

THE unique sporting contest at Escape Adventureplay Theme Park
requires teams of three to compete in objective-based and time-based
challenges on four of the park’s attractions. For more details about the
contest or to register, log on to http://escape.my/escape-trophy/registra-
tion.

TOWER RUN

THE Komtar Tower Run 2014 will be held on June 4 at Komtar
Tower. For details and registration, visit http:// www.komtartowerrun.
com.my/ or call Shawn at 012-4401398.

RELAY FOR LIFE

PENANGITES can come together to fight cancer through Relay For
Life on June 14 & 15 at the Penang Municipal Park. The participation
fee is RM20. For details, visit relayforlife.org.my or go to Penang
Hospice to register.

CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY ART SHOW

A SOLO Charity Chinese Calligraphy Art Exhibition by Datuk Dr Kang
Chin Seng will be held at Y, Circle Tranquility Space, 83, Lebuh China
from June 8 to June 29. The function is for the benefit of Mount Miriam
Cancer Hospital. For details, call the hospital at 04-8923999.

HO CHIAK HO LIAO FOOD & FUN FAIR 2014.
MOUNT Miriam Cancer Hospital will be holding this Charity Food &
Fun Fair come June 15 at its hospital grounds. The function with more
than 100 stalls selling delicious home-cooked food, hawker food, inter-
national food and drinks hopes to raise RM600,000 in aid of the hospi-
tal’s Needy Patient Fund. For further enquiries, call Keith at 04-
8923873/012-4802235, Vriczen at 04-8923874/016-5217084 or
Clement at 04-8923875/016-5217094.

FREE EMAIL COUNSELLING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
HELP4u, an initiative of the Penang Education Council, provides con-
fidential, anonymous and free email counselling for young people be-
tween 13-25 years who need help on issues relating to their studies,
family, relationship and others. For details, log on to www.help4u.my,
www.help4u.org.my

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION SESSION

GET your website questions answered when you attend Redbox Studio’s
free Tech Tuesday sessions every Tuesday at Complex USM, Penang.
Book your session at www.redboxstudio.com/tech-tuesday or call
Krista (016 451 9193).

PENANG DURIAN FESTIVAL

COME to Anjung Indah, Balik Pulau for the Penang Durian Festival
from June 1 to July 31, 11am to 6pm and treat your taste buds to differ-
ent types of durians where famous Penang estates exhibit and sell their
prized durians. For details, call the organiser - Penang State Tourism
Development at 04-6505136 / 04-2619012.

PENANG FLORAL FESTIVAL 2014

PENANG Floral Festival 2014 is being held at the Penang Botanic
Gardens till June 8, from 9am to 7pm. Yearly it draws tens of thousands
of local and foreign visitors to the Penang Botanic Gardens, where
workshops, contests, exhibitions and classes on floral related topics are
held, alongside the sale of plants and gardening equipment. For details,
call Penang Botanic Gardens at 04-2270428.

ANNIVERSARY DO

THE Westland Primary School is inviting all its former teachers and
students of Year 1964 to join the 50th anniversary gathering dinner on
June 14. For details, call Ba Nee at 012-4995900 or Chin at 016-
4105070.
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Discovering ‘real George Town’

A FREE two-day oral history workshop organised by
George Town World Heritage Inc. (GTWHI) on May
23-24 was a move to uncover untold stories and
memories of the past and document them.

Conducted by Dr. Lye Soo Choon, senior Oral
History specialist from the Oral History Centre, Sin-
gapore National Archives, George Town went on a
journey of discovery.

“We will be able to understand better and appreci-
ate the ‘real George Town’,” said Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng at the Oral History MOU signing ceremo-
ny between GTWHI & Oral History Centre, Na-
tional Archives of Singapore (NUS) on May 18.

Guan Eng added Penang and Singapore are at-
tached historically and this is an opportunity to nar-
rate the valuable insights of people living in this

beautiful city.

Meanwhile, GTWHI’s pilot community oral his-
tory project last year, entitled “Cherita Lebuh
Chulia”, managed to display artifacts and writings of
visitors that made Chulia Street what it is today.

Also present at the event were Lim Chooi Ping,
general manager of GTWHI, and Eric Chin, director
of NUS.

Study loan application opens

File pix of STPM students who received their excellent award certificate in April.
Wong (back row, left) and other state leaders posing for a photo with some of
the students.

WONG Hon Wai, political secretary to the Chief Minister, issued a press
statement on June 5 inviting Penangites to apply for study loans for higher
learning institutions. Application can be made online at http://epp.penang.
gov.my till July 31.

Some of the terms for eligibility are:

e Applicants must be Malaysian citizens, born in Penang or have studied in
Penang for at least five years who has been offered a place in a local institute
of higher learning (IPTA/IPTS - public higher educational institutions/private
higher educational institutions).

e Applicants who have received scholarship offers or other loans are not
eligible.

e The loan is given for courses with certificate, diploma, degree, PhD and
include off-campus and distance learning.

From 2008-2013, a total of 896 students have been given the loan by the
state government, with the amount ranging from RM2,000 per year for a
certificate course to RM8,000 per year for PhD.

For enquiries, email tehlaywah@penang.gov.my or call 04-6505541.

First time lucky winner

(From left) Norasyikin, Yap and Siti Zuraida with the children at the prize giving

ceremony at Buletin Mutiara’s office.

BULETIN Mutiara’s ‘Find the Hid-
den Objects’ contest winner, Nora-
syikin Mat Isa, 30 was elated to be
picked from amongst 3,000 entries
for the grand prize.

She came to Buletin Mutiara’s
office on Level 47, Komtar on June
5 with her husband and a host of her
nieces to collect the RM500 prize.

“This is the first time I entered a
contest. It is also my only entry. So
I am really glad to win,” Norasyikin
said after getting her cheque from
Penang Economic Unit (UPEN)
Deputy Director, Macro Informa-
tion Department, Siti Zuraida Napi.

Also present at the cheque pres-
entation was Penang State Informa-
tion Division director Yap Lee Ying.

Norasyikin, who is from Bukit
Mertajam, had formerly worked in the
Penang State Finance Department.

She said she finds Buletin Muti-
ara informative.

“It has all the news from the state
and provides information on its
various programmes as well. I had
applied for a study loan from the
Penang State and hence, I think the
information is helpful for others on
how to apply for the various finan-
cial help.”

When asked how she will spend
the money, Norasyikin smiled and
said it is a blessing.

The little girls who accompanied
her to Komtar were all eagerly look-
ing forward to a day out in Penang.
Their first stop will be the Youth
Park for a dip in the pool there.

Buletin Mutiara wishes to thank
all participants for taking part and
do watch out for other contests in
the future.
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Google Adwords now in Malay

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

UNDERSTANDING that a vast majority of Malaysians speak Malay as
their primary language, Google AdWords is now available in Malay.

Advertisers can now target keywords in the Malay language when users
search for them on Google Search or visit relevant websites, and have their
advertisements pop up on the web browser next to these searches.

Through its online advertising platform called Google Adwords, Goog-
le Malaysia is attempting to target the some 40,000 small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) in Penang to join its online advertising programme.

Head of Marketing of Google Malaysia, Matthew Zaheen, said that by
using this application, local businesses can expand their reach among na-
tive speakers of Malaysia, enhancing their capabilities and locating new
customers locally and overseas.

“There is no minimum charge with AdWords. Customers can decide how
much they want to pay. It can even be as little as RM 1,” Zaheen said.

As of now, there are an estimated 70 000 small-medium businesses in
Malaysia, but only 15% are online. With close to 20 million Internet users
from a population of 29 million, coupled with more than 35% smart phone
penetration we see today, there is a definite potential for businesses to tap
into.

“With the launch of AdWords in Malay, advertisers big and small can
now take advantage of keywords that the majority of Malaysians use to
experience the web. More than half of the Malaysian online population
prefer to consume their daily content online, that’s more than traditional

. . " Zaheen seen here posing for a photography session during the press conference to
and print combined,” Zaheen added.

announce AdWords’ availability in Malay.

Malaysian Red Crescent to collect funds for humanitarian projects

MALAYSIAN Red Crescent (MRC)
Penang branch is partnering for the first
time a premier life style mall — All
Seasons Place in Air Itam, to collect
funds for its humanitarian projects.

All Seasons Place is a mall with a
difference. It offers the convenience of
suburban shopping, dining and leisure
activities within a fast growing town
centre.

“The shops at the mall have agreed
to participate in this fund-raising event
of MRC Penang. I applaud and com-
mend them for doing their bit for char-
ity as part of their corporate social-
responsibility,” Air Itam assembly-
member Wong Hong Wai said when he
officiated the MRC Charity Fair 2014
held at the mall recently.

Also present were MRC Charity Fair
2014’s organising chairman, Chua
Seong Hai, MRC Penang branch’s
chairman Datuk BJ Yeang and All Sea-
sons Place’s senior manager retail and
commercial division Lee Beng Beng.

The crowd present were treated to a
lion dance performance by Chai Hong
& Friends, Martial Arts by Penang
Ladies Chinwoo Athletic Association
and a Zumba session by Lisa Lim and

Group.

Wong added that MRC
Penang has many humani-
tarian projects, including the
MRC Community- based
Ambulance Service Project
(ComBased project).

The ComBase Project is
the 12-hour community-
based ambulance service
operating at three centres in
Penang, namely at Batu
Maung on Penang Island, at
Permatang Tinggi in main-
land Seberang Prai Tengah
and at Jalan Raja Uda in
Butterworth. These centres
work closely with the gov-
ernment hospitals and the
police to assist victims of
road accidents and other
disasters.

“MRC Penang needs
about RM200,000 yearly to operate
each ComBase Centre. The three Com-
Base centre in Penang would need
about RM600,000 per year, with the
operational costs covering professional
staff cost, equipment and disposal
items, as well as petrol and vehicle

maintenance.

“MRC Penang branch has always
supported the State Government and its
agencies in terms of disasters, freak
storms, fires and floods which cause
damages and injuries,” Wong, who is
also the political secretary to Chief

Wong (centre) and other invited guests during the ribbon cutting ceremony.

Minister Lim Guan Eng said.

Wong hope Penangites will support
the MRC Charity Fair, where their
donations and sponsorships will help
MRC Penang to have the required funds
to carry out their good humanitarian
work.
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Put people first, Lim tells Putrajaya

WITH World Environment Day falling
on June 4, Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng has called on the federal govern-
ment to put people before profits.

In a press statement, Lim called for
the closing down of the Lynas rare earth
plant in Pahang.

“Malaysia should celebrate World
Environment Day by putting people
and not profits first by closing down
Lynas instead of issuing a TOL or POL
and scrapping the proposed two nucle-
ar-power generating plants,” Lim said.

He added the Malaysian regulatory
authority, Atomic Energy Licensing
Board (AELB), and Ministry of Sci-
ence, Technology and Innovation
(MOSTI) should explain whether they
are approving the application by Lynas
for the Permanent Operating Licence
following Lynas’ financial crisis and
non-compliance with the conditions
stated in the Temporary Operating Li-
cence (TOL).

Last month, Lynas Corp. planned to
defer some debt repayments and sell as
much as A$40 million (RM121 million)
in shares after its share price slumped.
Lynas had spent about A$1 billion on
a rare earths processing plant in Kuan-
tan. The TOL for two years is due to
expire on Sept 2.

“Under the terms of the issuance, as
recommended by the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) report,
Lynas is required to submit the plan for
the PDF (Permanent Deposit Facility)

No shortage of flour or cooking oil

FLOUR and cooking oil supply is sufficient for Penang and, as such, there

is no need for panic buying.

That’s the message from exco member for Religious Affairs, Domestic

Activists from NGO group Himpunan Hijau are riding around Malaysia to spread

awareness on ‘Shutdown Lynas’.

for its radioactive waste before TOL is
granted. Lynas failed to submit the plan
before the issuance of the TOL but
AELB relaxed the provision by grant-
ing them instead 10 months after it
commenced operations to comply,”
Lim added.

On the eve of the 10-month deadline,
Lynas submitted a ‘conceptual’ plan of

Trade and Consumer Affairs Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim.

Abdul Malik said this while refuting a claim in a local Malay mainstream

media that there is a shortage of flour and cooking oil in Penang.
Neighbouring states however did encounter a shortage.

“I have met with hypermarkets, consumer associations, flour mills and
other suppliers. There is no shortage of flour and cooking oil. I wish to urge
consumers not to panic as panic buying may create a shortage,” he said in a

press conference at his office on June 5.

“I have also reminded the hypermarkets to keep their shelves stocked. As
these are controlled items, Penang will ensure that the supply quota is in-
creased for the upcoming festive period. The fasting month of Ramadan will
begin on June 28 and we will ensure that there is adequate supply,” he

added.

He also told members of the press that there are 40 consumer watch groups

in Penang and their members will be monitoring the situation.

the PDF while the Deputy Minister of
MOSTI, Datuk Abu Bakar Mohd Diah,
replied in Parliament that Lynas did
identify the site and the plan for the
PDF but he declined to reveal the site.

This showed clearly that Lynas
failed to comply with the requirements
stated in the TOL.

The risks of Lynas being insolvent

are real as Lynas has only a closing cash
balance of A$23.4 million as at March
31.

For the next quarter, Lynas will re-
quire at least A$48.172 million to be
able to continue operating as a business.

In desperation for additional cash,
Lynas is seeking to raise A$30 million
through a rights issue and another A$10
million through institutional placement
to boost its working capital.

“The BN government should be re-
minded of their horrifying mistake of
allowing the Japanese Asian Rare Earth
(ARE) plant to operate in Bukit Merah.
After it was shut down, the former ARE
owner is spending US$100 million in
clean-up operations of the radioactive
wastes. In view of the possible closure
of Lynas, which is 10 times the size of
ARE, the radioactive waste left behind
will be a huge environmental and finan-
cial burden for future generations, es-
pecially if Lynas collapses financially,”
he added.

“Worse, the BN federal government
is pressing ahead with building two
nuclear-powered generating plants
even though Malaysia has a healthy
power reserve margin of more than
30%. A people-centric government that
is accountable and transparent would
never allow these projects that put
profits of its cronies over people’s
health without considering the long-
term environmental costs,” he con-
cluded.

Malik assures Penang consumers there is ample supply of cooking oil and

flour.
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Ananda Bahwan grand opening

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

PENANG is often termed as “Hawkers
Paradise” and well known as a food
haven.

Renowned travel guide publisher
Lonely Planet has listed Penang as the
top culinary spot for 2014.

What makes Penang really special
is not only the tasty food but the avail-
ability of multicultural cuisines.

“Penangites love to eat and visitors
to the state, including foreigners, love
to indulge in culinary feasts. Without
a doubt, the culinary industry in Pen-
ang is a major draw for tourists which
in itself is a major contributor to our
economy,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said when he graced the opening
ceremony of Sri Ananda Bahwan’s
Multicuisine Garden Cafe outlet in the
Hindu Endownment Board Office
Complex at Jalan Macalister in George
Town recently.

Some hundreds of people attended
the function.

Established in 1990, Sri
Ananda Bahwan has outlets in
Malaysia and India.

In Penang, Sri Ananda
Bahwan has seven outlets, four
on the mainland and three on
the island.

“And today, I take this op-
portunity to congratulate
Harikrishnan Veerasamy and
Selvaraj Veerasamy, the pro-
prietors of Sri Ananda
Bahwan, on the grand open-
ing. I have also been informed
that vegetarian and non-vege-
tarian North Indian, South
Indian, Gujarati, Chinese and
local Malaysian cuisines will
be served in this outlet,” he
added.

Lim said the state govern-
ment allowed this complex to
be used by the Hindu Endowment
Board in 2010 as a proper office to
conduct matters related to the wellbe-
ing of the Hindu community.

“This is the first time in Malaysian

history that a government building has
been provided for the Hindu commu-
nity as an office.

“I am glad the Hindu Endowment
Board has managed to bring about

Lim’s wife Betty Chew (centre) joining other invited guests for Mother’s Day at the opening
ceremony of the outlet.

progressive transformation on the as-
pects of its management, administra-
tion and the social programmes initi-
ated in the interest of the Indian com-
munity,” he said.

A bookworm’s paradise

PENANG’S first ever books,
arts and crafts fair was held
recently at Island Plaza, or-
ganised by Leo Books, Is-
land Plaza and Epicon Event.

The fair, called ‘OMG!’
(O’ My Georgetown) was
held from May 23 till June 1
with the aim of bringing to-
gether talented artists and
crafters and exposing them
to Penangites while spread-
ing awareness about the
importance of a holistic edu-
cation.

Besides that, Leo Books,
well-known in Penang for
selling books, both used and
new at discounted prices
sent out the message that
reading should be encour-
aged among the young and
old alike.

The fair saw numerous
titles being sold at a fraction
of the price with over 22 arts
and crafts stations set up to
sell their works of art.

Adding to the various
workshops with the likes of

bookbinding, soap making,
acrylic painting, paper cut-
ting and quilling, ‘OMG/’
proved to be a definitive
bookworm’s paradise.

The opening ceremony of
the fair was officiated by
Pulau Tikus assemblymem-
ber, Yap Soon Huey, an avid
reader herself since her uni-
versity days in the United
States of America.

Yap said nothing beats the
connection a reader feels
when reading out of a solid
book, not even the conveni-
ence of reading e books, a
custom with today’s techno-
logically savvy population.

“The state of Penang has
numerous libraries all over,
but most of which are situ-
ated in the more rural areas.
For the more urban areas,
reading would have been a
costly hobby, but with
‘OMG!’ and Leo Books,
now everyone can afford to
read,” Yap added in her
opening speech.

Our karate team knocks them out

CREATING a new record at the
17th Sukan Malaysia in Perlis was
our state‘s karate-do team which
performed brilliantly by bringing
home eight gold medals, one silver
and five bronze medals.

This sweet victory for the Penang
contingent meant that over the
course of three competition days,
they snagged eight of 16 gold med-
als overall.

The gold medal won by Hoe
Thomson in the Individual Kata
category after defeating Johor*s
Chun Jet San also represents the first
gold medal won for the state in
SUKMA XVII.

The state‘s second gold was won
by Celine Lee Xin Yee in the Women‘s Indi-
vidual Kata category after defeating her Johor
competitor 5-0 in a flawless display.

Both their victories sparked the Penang
squad‘s desire to bring even more medals home
when the men and women ‘s team followed suit
and racked up the gold medals in their respec-
tive categories.

Not ready to come back with their already
impressive results, the contingent‘s Kumite
participants also excelled brilliantly bringing
home four gold meals, one silver medal and

Thomson rejoices after winning the men‘s individual kata
event. - Picture courtesy of MSNPP

five bronze medals.

It is the ongoing effort and endurance of the
state‘s atheletes under the leadership of Lim
Lee Lee and Ku Jin in the Kata and Yousef
Ataei along with Yeap Beng Hee in the Kumite
events that truly showcased Penang‘s outstand-
ing success in this year‘s Sukma.

State exco for Youth and Sports, Women,
Family & Community Development and Arts
Chong Eng congratulated the athelets, coach-
es and the Karate Association of Penang on
their commitment and dedication.
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Fun time for Silver Jubilee Home folks

IT was a special Friday for the
staff and students of KDU Col-
lege Penang (KDU Penang)
School of Hospitality, Tourism
and Culinary Arts (SHTCA) as
they spent a meaningful evening
with the senior citizens of Silver
Jubilee Home at its Bon Ap-
petit Restaurant recently.

“A Night with Silver Jubilee
Home” was an event organised
by students pursuing the IMI
Bachelor of Arts in Interna-
tional Hospitality and Tourism
Management programme as part
of their coursework in events
management.

The evening started off with

Dr Chong Beng Keok, chief
executive officer and principal
of KDU Penang, welcoming 40
senior citizens from the Home
in Sungai Nibong.

Dr Chong also expressed her
gratitude and congratulated the
SHTCA team for the efforts they
put in to make this significant
occasion a success.

“I am proud of the students’
initiatives in carrying out all
these voluntary tasks and I hope
this will set an example for
other students to uphold the
spirit of caring and loving
among the younger generation,”
Dr Chong said.

“KDU College Penang is
committed to preparing students
for academic excellence and
employability. Concurrently, we
also encourage students to take
a stronger stance in socially re-
sponsible matters because we
care about the society at large.”

Meanwhile, Tang Hung
Hueng, general manager of Sil-
ver Jubilee Home, expressed his
appreciation to KDU College
Penang and its SHTCA team.

“Silver Jubilee Home is a free
home for the aged. We depend
very much on public generosity
and support in maintaining the
daily expenditure of the Home.

I have to thank KDU’s staff and
students for carrying out a ‘go-
tong-royong’ to clean up the
home, preparing such a wonder-
ful dinner for our residents to-
night as well as the donation
collected,” Tang said.

“All the assistance rendered
by the public goes a long way as
we are short-handed and every
donation counts!” he added.

The evening continued with
a scrumptious four-course,
Western menu prepared by the
Culinary Arts students under the
guidance of lecturers Chef Dar-
ren Tan and Chef Chuah Lay
Yen.

It was indeed a night of fun
and laughter for the young and
the old.

Many entertaining events
were lined-up for the night, in-
cluding karaoke performances
by the residents of Silver Jubilee
Home as well as performances
by the lecturers and students of
the school.

There were also lucky draw ses-
sions that added to the excitement.

The event ended with Dr
Chong handing over a donation
of RM1,288.88 to Tang, who
represented the Home, while
everyone gathered around for a
big group photo.

‘Sketches of Penang’ on show

IN collaboration with
Mugong Living Mer-
chant House from
Taiwan, George
Town World Herit-
age Incorporated
(GTWHI) is organis-
ing and exhibition
titled “Sketches of
Memories-Penang”
until June 23.

This exhibition
will showcase the
extraordinary view
of George Town through the eyes
of six Taiwanese and Hong Kong
artists through their artwork.

“The state goverment recognises
that art and heritage are important
pillars for social cohesion, the ac-
ceptance of cultural diversity and
sustainable development of socie-
ty,” Air Itam assemblymember and
member of GTWHI Board of Direc-
tors Wong Hond Wai said.

“Art and heritage appreciation
and creation are important to the
holistic development of our society
towards our goal of becoming an
inernational and intelligent city,” he
added.

Bringing the entire exhibition
together were Koo Seong Ngok and
Sujata Ng from Mugong Living
Merchant House who recognised
the historical and cultural value of
the George Town cityscape which
is reminiscent of old Taiwan.

“Through the Hong Kong and
Taiwan artists® sketches, we can
observe that the things they sketched
seem familiar to us; what used to be

From postcards to booklets, artworks from the six
Taiwanese and Hong Kong artists can be found at
the “Sketches of Memories - Penang” Exhibition.

ordinary for us is now extraordi-
nary,” said Sujata.

“Before it is too late, we hope
this exhibition will help us to rec-
ognise and reflect on how we should
balance development, commer-
cialisation and economic revitalisa-
tion with cultural, historical and
local identity retention,” she added.

GTWHI is also proud to hold true
to its objectives of promoting the
city‘s cultural heritage through the
means of creative arts such as this
foreign artists artworks.

“We hope to continue our out-
reach efforts by organising and
supporting more arts and cultural
related exhibitions, providing artists
and cultural practitioners the plat-
form to share their works,” said
Jack Ong, public relations manager,
GTWHLI.

The event is being held at GT-
WHI Visitors Centre at 116 & 118
Lebuh Acheh every Monday to
Friday from 9am to 5pm (closed for
lunch Monday to Thursday, 1pm to
2pm; Friday, 12.15pm to 2.45pm).

Music concert for a good cause

THE Jammin’ Senzation Conservatory of
Performing Arts & Music is back again with
its 7th annual charity concert themed “ELE-
MENTS- Nature Music”.

This fund-raising concert will be in aid of
Shalom House and The Cerebral Palsy (Spas-
tic) Childrens’ Association of Penang and will
be held on July 12 from 7.30pm at Dewan Sri
Pinang.

Phee Boon Poh, state exco for Welfare,
Caring Society and Environment has been an
avid supporter of this event ever since its
conception and expressed his full support for
it.

To date the event has seen over RM300,00
raised for various charity organisations in the
state.

“Every sen given to charity counts. Noth-
ing is more moral than to give help to those
in need,” he said during a press conference
to announce the event.

“Not only is it for a good cause but the
young performers themselves will find that
music helps character development espe-
cially in giving them strong self-confidence
and to some extent promotes a healthy life-
style.”

Jasmin Khor, principal and director of
Jammin’ Senzation, said this year’s
concert will feature a musical drama of the
highly acclaimed animation feature “Frozen”
presented by the academy’s students and
teachers.

Among those who are scheduled to enter-
tain the audience are Melanie Maslin, an
Australian opera singer, John Dip Silas City
Trio, local jazz group LKA Connection, Mary
Jackson, Renaldo Scully, Lezil Hendricks,
Penang Dhol Blasters and a dance perfor-
mance from Fresh Beat Dance Academy.

“This concert is unique because it will
feature young children from elementary

The event promises a night of entertainment
for a good cause

school right up to adults. It is indeed not an
event to be missed,” said Jasmin.

Shalom House is a non-profit day training
centre that caters to the needs of people with
intellectual disability such as Autistic Spec-
trum disorder, Down Syndrome, Global
Delayed and Learning Difficulties.

The Cerebral Palsy (Spastic) Children’s
Association of Penang is also a non-profit
organisation providing therapy and special
educational services to children with cerebral
palsy.

Both these centres rely heavily on donation
from the public, so come out in force for this
good cause.

Tickets are not sold but given away upon
donation; a minimum of RM30 donated will
entitle an entry to the concert.

To get your tickets, call Jasmin at 012-
4783966 or 04-6595122.



Love your liver

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

LIVER cancer is the fifth most com-
mon cancer among males in Malaysia.

The incidence of liver cancer in
Penang is increasing with 165 new
cases in males or age standardised rate
of 7.9/100,00 over a 10-year period
(1994-1998) compared to 263 cases
or 9.0/100,000 in the period (2004-
2008).

As prevention is better than cure,
the Malaysian Liver Foundation con-
tinues to raise awareness and educate
the people.

Recently, the MLF organised the
Penang Hepatitis Day at Gurney Plaza
on May 18.

”The people of Penang are very health con-
scious. Back in the 1990s, they had already shown
their concern for their liver health. When we held
the Hepatitis Day in Komtar back then, a lot of
people visited the exhibition. Penang has consist-
ently organised Hepatitis Day for the last 17 years
to create awareness,” said MLF president Tan Sri
Dr Mohd. Ismail Merican at the event’s opening.

Concerned with the health of the people, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng took time from his busy
schedule due to the Bukit Gelugor by-election to
launch the event.

“To succeed, we need a strong and dynamic

&C.

Penangites queue up for a blood screening for hepatitis A,B

government, a team of highly trained and multi-
skilled professionals, support and commitment
from NGOs like the MLF and of course a caring
community at large like the people of Penang.
Only by working as a team can we hope to eradi-
cate hepatitis and improve the quality of life of
Penangites,” Lim said in his speech.

“You have only one liver. Love and care for
your liver,” Datuk Dr. Robert Ding Pooi Huat who
is the vice- president of MLF reminded the people.

He also shared that by caring for the liver, one
will retain their youth as well.

To learn more about hepatitis and liver health,
visit http://www.liver.org.my/.

Respecting the cyclists

Sim (fourth from left) is a strong advocate of cycling in Penang.

RIDE of Silence is a global movement to increase
awareness to share the roads with cyclists.

According to their website http://www.rideof-
silence.org/ , cyclists will take to the roads in a
silent procession to honour those who have been
killed or injured while cycling on public road-
ways.

Although cyclists have a legal right to share the
road with motorists, the motoring public often
isn’t aware of these rights, and sometimes not

aware of the cyclists themselves.

Penang joined 128 countries for the 10.3km
ride on May 21 from New World Park.

Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin has been a strong
advocate for cycling in Penang since he became
the assemblymember for Pantai Jerjak in 2008.

“This is the third year we are holding Ride of
Silence in Penang. Cyclists who took part cannot
ride faster than 20km/hr, wore helmets and re-
mained silent during the ride,” Sim said.

Celebration for cancer survivors

THE sound of
laughter and
merriment filled
the ballroom of
a hotel during
the Mount Miri-
am Cancer Hos-
pital Cancer
Survivors’ Day
recently.

Themed ‘A
Shanghai Sto-
ry’, the event
saw some 170
cancer survivors
and their family
members donning traditional
Shanghainese outfits while en-
joying the various activities
planned by the hospital staff.

Chinese music from the
1930s added to the enjoyment.

Also present were Evergreen
Laurel Hotel general manager
Simon Chen and Mount Miriam
Cancer Hospital’s chief execu-
tive officer Tham Wei Wei.

Event organising chairman
and oncologist consultant Dr Ho
Kean Fatt said this year’s re-
sponse was better than last
year’s due to the higher cancer
survivor rate among patients.

“Cancer is more than diag-
nosis and treatment, it is know-
ing the long-term side effects of
treatment - psychological, emo-
tional or physical,” he said.

“There is definitely more
awareness among patients and
medical practitioners on the
importance and need of a sup-
port system even after diagnosis
and treatment.”

The common belief that ac-
companies cancer survivors is
the need for a positive outlook
towards life.

Among the survivors were
former Penang Water Supply
Corporation programmer Loo
Chye Ngoh, 55, a two-time
cancer survivor.

“I was first diagnosed with
stage two colorectal cancer in
1998. Feeling a bit scared when
I was first diagnosed as it was
my first time,” she said.

“I didn’t let anybody know.
Only my husband knew. Then
when I was diagnosed with
stage four uterus cancer in 2006,
I knew it was serious and I was
scared but I told myself to be
brave.

“I told myself, if I can make
it the first time, I can make it
through the second one,” she

celebration.

Chen (centre, in black coat) joining survivors
for the cake cutting ceremony after the

said, adding that doctors in-
formed her that the cancer had
spread to her ovaries, spinal
cord, lung and liver.

This inspiring and brave
mother of three is thankful to be
alive today and spends all her
free time on herself.

“I managed to see my eldest
son get married three years ago
and I now have the opportunity
to take care of my grandchil-
dren.

“Enjoying life now, I go for
karaoke sessions, travel and
shopping with my friends
whenever I can,” she said.

Loo added that she had learnt
how to appreciate life better
after going through the ordeal.

Another colorectal cancer
survivor whose outlook was
positive upon her diagnosis is
Aminah K. Mydin, 67, who
now takes things easy.

“Most people have a fear of
dying when they are diagnosed
with cancer. For me, I just ac-
cepted it and carried on with my
life as normal,” she said,

“The most important thing is
acceptance. There is no point
being sad. No matter what, life
has to go on,” said the former
Universiti Sains Malaysia
cleaner, adding that she has
been cancer-free for 12 years
now.

Eighteen year-old student
Jasmine Chang said she felt all
right when she was first diag-
nosed in 2012 as she knew that
there was treatment available
for her ovarian cancer.

“Inow look forward to every
little thing in life and feel bless-
ed for what I have.”

The event also saw survivors
participating in a best dressed
and guess the song contest.

They also took part in a cake
cutting ceremony.
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It’s Balik Pulau
for all things durian

Story by Caleb Yeoh

DURIAN season in Penang is back
again starting from June till August
this year, and for those of us who
won’t be waiting in anticipation under
home grown trees, head on over to
Balik Pulau to feast on the king of all
fruits
Some 32 stalls will be stationed all
over Balik Pulau, Penang’s famed
destination for durians, giving all a
chance to savor the tastes and smells
of our own locally grown durians.
Most of the stalls will be placed at
Anjung Indah, Jalan Tun Sardon,
Teluk Kumbar and Teluk Bahang.
If squatting down along the winding
roads of Balik Pulau isn’t your thing,
then head on over to the durian farms
in the area - namely, James Wong’s
Durian House, Titi Kerawang Stall,
Stone House, 77 Durian Farm, Kebun
Durian Pak Shariff and Lai Tek Jun for
a different durian experience. Durian lovers enjoying a feast at the Pesta Durian.
In a press conference at Komtar,
exco for Agriculture & Argo-Based all Penangites to not miss out on the the time, we never get to taste our own from Thailand and other states, so
Industries, Rural Development and season. homegrown durians, with most of the come to Balik Pulau and support the
Health Dr Afif Bahardin encouraged “We all love durians, but most of fruits here in Penang being imported local durian business,” he said.

Local best treat

BE it Mao Shan Wang (Musang King), Ang Heh (red prawn) or Hor Lor,
Penangites can never go wrong with the King of Fruit - durian. The season is
back, love it or hate it, your nose will honed to the strong overpowering sweet
fragrance even if the husk is still intact.

Jalan Argyll village development and security committee team recently
organized a durian feast at the 888 Durian stall in Jalan Burmah.

At the press conference, Chow Kon Yeow, exco for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitigation said Penangites should take the
opportunity to try out the various types of durian since this seasoned fruit well
known for its best quality in Penang itself.

From end of May till August, the fruit blooms in the state especially in
Balik Pulau. Many will spare their time to be at the orchard themselves. Oth-
ers may be satisfied with stalls mushrooming all around town with prices
begins from RMS per kilogram depending on the type of durian.

Don’t be fooled by the flesh, as the top type (Musang King) is golden yel-
lowish with small seeds while Ang Heh ranges from yellow to reddish in
colour, which is where its name comes from.

Meanwhile, Hor Lor bitterness attracts many older generations and the
lower priced local durian kampung range from bitter to sweet is what you
find in the market all year round.

Let’s be part of the craze and surprised ourselves in how many different
flavours and textures durian can come. Enjoy the local popular fruit as it
satiates your cravings for this exotic fruit. Chow showing off one of Penang’s best delicacies - the durian.
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Golden students get

their RM100

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE Penang Golden Student Program just paid out RM 100 to those registered and
eligible for it.

In Air Itam alone, there are 15 schools and 2,180 students collected their RM 100
from Maybank branches recently.

There are 37,000 students registered state-wide and this is the third year of the
programme.

On hand to meet and greet the students and parents was Air Itam assemblymem-
ber Wong Hon Wai who urged parents who have not registered their children to
do so as the second phase will be paid in October.

The first phase payout ended on May 30.

Children who are in Year 1, Year 4 and Form 1 and Form 4 can go to their state
assemblymember or area co-ordinating officer to sign up for the Golden Student
Program.

For contact numbers, refer to Pages 12 & 13 of this issue of Buletin Mutiara.

“To make it more convenient for the people in Air Itam, our team members also
go down to the ground and set up booths at pasar malam to serve the people. Some
schools’ Parent-Teacher Associations also extend their cooperation as well,” Wong
said.

Yeoh Seng Ren, a Form Four student from Chung Ling Private School, was at
Maybank to collect his RM100 and was greeted by Wong.

It was a breeze to collect the payout as he can collect the money on his own
using the offer letter and his MyKad.

Primary school children however need their parents to be present.

So, don’t miss the boat.

Sign up for the Golden Student Program now and collect your RM100 in Oc-
tober.

For more information and FAQs about the state government’s programmes,
visit http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my/wargaemas/soalanlazim.php

Free nets for fishermen

THE harsh life as a fisherman shows
on Loo Cheng Keat’s face — tanned
and etched with deep wrinkles.

The 64 year old was recently a
third-time recipient of free nets from
the state government.

“I am grateful for the free net. I
have been a fisherman for 18 years,
usually catching white pomfrets.
However, in the last 10 years, the
haul has become less,” Loo from
Jelutong said.

Meanwhile, another group of
fishermen from the Persatuan Unit
Nelayan Batu Uban told Buletin
Mutiara that the nets given to them
can last for about three months.

“Each net is about RM80 and we
get them twice a year. Some of us
catch fishes off the Penang Bridge,”

Loo said fishing is harder as the
number of fishes have reduced in the
last 10 years.

their spokesman said.
When asked if they have any re-
quests from the state government to

help them, they said: “We are ap-
pealing for help to repair the pon-
toon where our sampans are

Wong (left) meeting and greeting Yeoh at the bank in Air Itam.

The fishermen from Batu Uban happily posing for Buletin Mutiara after getting

their nets.

berthed.”

Penang Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon and
exco member for Agriculture &
Agro-based Industry, Rural Devel-
opment and Health Dr Afif Bahardin
were at the net presentation ceremo-
ny in Sungai Nibong.

Similar events were held through-

out several districts on the island
and mainland and a total of 2,981
nets were given to fishermen regis-
tered with the Fisheries Department
(LKIM).

“This is one of our election
promises and we fulfil our prom-
ise,” Dr. Afif said to applause from
the fishermen.



Story and Pix by Chan Lilian

PAYA TERUBONG does not have a wet market although it is one of the most dense-
ly populated areas on the island.

However, that will soon be in the past.

The state government is set to revive a four-storey building, abandoned 18 years
ago, that consists of a wet market, dry market, carpark and a community hall.

Speaking at a press conference with the developer who had undertaken to revive
the abandoned project, Exco member Chow Kon Yeow said: “Two years ago, the
Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) called for a request for proposal to revive
the project. Patsifit Construction Sdn Bhd has been awarded the project and will invest
about RMS8 million.”

The company would also be building one block of apartment units and 60 shoplots
beside the complex that will provide 112 affordable homes as well, Chow added.

Patsifit Construction was represented by Loh Aik Teong and John Tan Kok Hooy
while others present at the press conference included Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
and state exco members Jagdeep Singh Deo, Lim Hock Seng, Dr Afif Bahardin and
Phee Boon Poh.

Completion of the project is about two years from the approval of the MPPP.

Residents in the area can now look forward to do most of their shopping virtually
at their doorsteps.

With the revived project at Majestic Heights, the closure of the foul-odour rubber
factory and this new market, Paya Terubong is set to be a bustling township in future.

A RN,

INJAMAN PENDIDIKAN [
KERAJAAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG

SESI 2014 /2015

Permohonan boleh dibuat melalui online mulai
2 Mei 2014 hingga 31 Julai 2014

http ://epp.penang.gov.my Soborani pertanyasn s ubung

Unit Pinjaman Penuntut
Bahagian Khidmat Pengurusan
Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan
Negeri Pulau Pinang
Tingkat 29, KOMTAR
10503 PULAU PINANG

Tel : 04-6505541 / 5165 / 5391 / 5599 / 5627
Faks : 04-2613453

Pinjaman Pendidikan Kerajaan Negeri Pulau
Pinang diwujudkan pada tahun 1970 bertujuan
untuk memberi pinjaman pendidikan tinggi
kepada warganegara Malaysia yang lahir atau
menerima sebahagian daripada pelajaran
mereka di Pulau Pinang

B Diploma M ljazah Sains
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Maimunah makes the
news in Korea

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Chan Lilian

DESPITE advances in various
fields, we still hardly see women
taking up high political leader
positions here in Malaysia.

Unless you happen to be part
of the Penang local government
administration that is.

Appointed as the first female
president of the Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP) in
2011, Maimunah Mohd Sharif has
been setting the bar high in terms
of administrative competency and
has helped develop Seberang Pe-
rai into the premier township it is
today.

Her tireless work over the
past few years has not gone un-
noticed and this year, Maimunah
was featured in the Korean in-
ternational news magazine,
Gwanju News, giving her and
her accomplishments interna-
tional recognition.

In the feature, Maimunah said
that all the work she has helped
accomplish on both the island and
mainland of Penang fell in line
with the premise that the role of a
local government is to engage,
consult, and encourage participa-
tion in service delivery and always
putting the people first.

Since taking over the reins of

Maimunah (middle) seen here posing for a photograph holding a copy
of her feature in Gwanju News, together with Penang Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng (left) and Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh.

MPSP, Maimunah has primarily
focused on two areas, gender in-
clusion and public consultation.

“MPSP has to be courageous
enough to address the issues of
gender equality and social injus-
tice, rather than to ignore these
concerns and carry on with busi-
ness as usual,” she said in her
article in Gwanju News.

A notable accomplishment of
hers was enacting and funding the
Penang Women’s Development
Corporation in November 2011,
with the aim of contributing to the
transformation of Penang based
on substantive equality and good
governance through the recogni-
tion of the diversity and represen-

tation of women in all spheres of
society.

Adding to this, Maimunah has
also helped increase public acces-
sibility and involvement in MPSP
with its MPSP Watch Facebook
Page.

Here, users could register
their complaints and grievances,
easing the flow of communica-
tion between the people and the
government.

“A city belongs to the people
and the people belong to the city,
together we must work to make it
a sustainable city for today and for
the future generations,” Maimu-
nah added in her interview with
Gwanju News.

Health issues main factor in budget dialogue

IN a move to implement the best service using
limited resources, the Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) conducted a survey in four differ-
ent languages to get input, opinions and sugges-
tions from various levels of the community to fa-
cilitate MPSP’s budget for next year.

More than 90% agreed the budget in 2015 should
target hygiene apart from safety and traffic issues.

Among the 918 respondents, 78% wanted MPSP
to focus on aspects of infrastructure & utilities,
followed by flood control (68%) and law enforce-
ment 65%.

“If Taipei and Singapore took about 20 years to
change, we (MPSP) should take a shorter time to
transform the city,” said Chow Kon Yeow, exco for
Local Government , Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation at the MPSP 2015 Budget Dialogue on

May 31.

Chow added three aspects needed for the trans-
formation are education, enforcement and engineer-
ing.

It is hoped the new approach will produce posi-
tive results towards providing better service and
sustainable programmes that would benefit the
population.

NGOs, government agencies, MPSP councillors,
manufacturers, department heads and women bri-
gades are among the 70 people who participated in
the dialogue.

Meanwhile, MPSP secretary Rozali Mohamud
was glad to conduct the survey for the third time
and it is the first year they took into account the
feedback from the disabled in leading towards the
direction of Gender Responsive Budget.

Green award for MPPP

THE Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) was
among one of four organisations which were award-
ed The Business Leadership Awards by the Malaysian
Green Building Confederation (MGBC) during
MGBC'’s first inaugural annual dinner and awards
night recently.

MGBC president (2014-2015) Sarly Adre Sarkum
said MPPP, Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ),
Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) and developers SP
Setia Berhad and Sunway Group were respectively
acknowledged for building the most number of green
certified buildings.

“The Green Building Index (GBI) rating involves
several criteria, such as building energy efficiency,
indoor environmental quality, sustainable site plan-
ning and management, materials and resources,
water efficiency and innovation,” he said at the
presentation of the award to MPPP president Datuk
Patahiyah Ismail on May 29.

Also present was Arkitek MAA director Von Kok
Leong.

MPPP was also awarded the Leadership in Sustain-
ability Award in conjunction with the Business
Leadership Award.

Sarly said the Leadership in Sustainabilty Awards
were presented to organisations with exemplary
leadership in promoting the green agenda, having
projects fully completed and awarded the final Green
Building Index (GBI) certification.

“The MGBC has a membership of 414, consisting
of members of varying categories and grades. It
upholds its mission to promote green buildings for a
sustainable built environment for everyone through
transforming the way buildings are planned, de-
signed, constructed, maintain and operated,” he
added.

Sarly (left) presenting the award to Patahiyah (centre).
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A Eurasian

culinary
experience

Story by Mark James &
Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

PENANGITES are familiar
with the term “Serani” — a gen-
eral reference used by locals to
describe Eurasians.

However, to be more specif-
ic, the majority of the Serani
population are also known as
“Kristang” or Portuguese-Eur-
asians - an ethnic group with
Portuguese and Malaccan an-
cestors persevering ever since
the colonial years of Malaya.

Despite their Malacca roots,
the Serani spread far and wide
all over the country and even
parts of southern Thailand.

Among the contributions that
the Kristangs would eventually
give to Penang are building of
the Roman Catholic community
focused around Pulau Tikus,
having a strong presence in the
state’s educational institutions
and especially introducing their
unique cuisine to the state.

Arguably their most famous
culinary dish loved by all would
be “curry debal” or more often
known as devil’s curry mainly

due to the overwhelming
spiciness of the dish.

The dish is a blend of
Southeast Asian with a west-
ern-style Portuguese cuisine
involving a rich mix of chicken
flavoured with spicy chilli
stalks, candlenuts, galangal and
vinegar and as the name devil
curry suggests, it is very spicy.

Not many restaurants now
serve Eurasian food in Penang
as the once booming Eurasian
community has now scattered
across the globe with many
migrating to Australia but one
such restaurant has opened its
doors here.

Nazarani Bistro & Cafe is
nestled in a rustic, pre-war
shophouse on Lebuh Melayu
and is open only for lunch and
dinner.

Finding some time off the
busy Friday schedule, a few
staff members of Buletin Muti-
ara made our way to Nazarani
to indulge in their Friday Spe-
cial, a coconut-milk free nasi
lemak and of course the famed
curry devil.

As expected, the spiciness of
the devil curry lingered on in

the palate long after downing
several glasses of water but that
is the attraction of the dish; a
must have for foodies who can’t
have enough spicy food.

Also, taking a different twist
on this timely Eurasian dish,
curry devil is normally associ-
ated with wild boar, but over at
Nazarani, this spicy sensation is
a chicken dish. Easier on the
tongue, their curry devil was
also served in a more watery
disposition, enough to drown
your rice in, as compared to the
traditional almost “rending”
like texture of any other curry
devil.

As for their nasi lemak, if
you were expecting your every-
day quarter of a soft boiled egg
and half a scoop of anchovy
sambal belacan wrapped in
pandan leaf, you’d you happily
surprised.

Served in a much bigger por-
tion than your average nasi
lemak bungkus, this hearty meal

comes with one of two main
side dishes; spiced fried chicken
or the seafood experience which
consists of fried fish, asam
prawns, and definitely more
than half a scoop of sambal
belacan.

It was pleasant to also find
out that on weekdays from
11.30am to 2.30pm, the outlet
offers a three-course set lunch
priced at RM9 nett.

The eatery also has many
quintessential Eurasian dishes

on the menu such as vindaloo
pork, smoores (a beef stew
cooked with various spices),
oxtail stew, beef ambila, sambal
pepper seafood, Portuguese
style fish and the popular sugee
cake.

Nazarani Bistro & Cafe is
open daily from 11.30am to
2.30pm, and 6.30pm to 12.30am.
It is closed on Tuesdays.

It is a non-halal restaurant.

For reservations and function
bookings, call 04-2611927.

The simple yet elegant interior of the outlet.
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Penang Hill car park nearing completion

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissa Thian

THE controversial ‘Kancil car
park’, which is being rebuilt at the
foot of Penang Hill in Air Itam, is
targeted for completion by this
Merdeka Day.

Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC) deputy general manager
(I) Iskandar Basha Abdul Kadir said
construction has currently reached
the sixth floor of the car park.

“We are now doing the roof,
plastering the walls, electrical and
sewerage works,” he told a press
conference on May 27 to update on
the progress of the project.

Iskandar said the project will
have eight floors altogether (includ-
ing the ground floor), with 311 car

parks in total, three car parks for the
disabled , five each for office and
commercial respectively, besides
171 motor cycle parking lots.

There will also be food and bev-
erage outlets on the ground floor of
the car park.

He added that the new car park
will cost RM11.5 million with the
original contract completion sched-
uled for Nov 25, 2013.

“But construction was delayed
due to removal of boulders which
took about six months.

“We are also doing value engi-
neering to retain the cost of the
project, while controlling materials
cost,” he said.

After the press conference, he
took reporters on a tour of the car
park.

More privileges for green citizens

PENANG Green
Council recently an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Maxxwei Pow-
ereward Sdn Bhd
(Powereward) as its
collaboration partner
for the Penang Green
Citizens Programme
and Penang Green
Partners Programme.

At a function held at
Komtar, Penang Green
Citizens Programme
organising chairman
Ng Wei Aik said as a
collaboration partner,
Powereward will play an instrumen-
tal part in assisting Penang Green
Council (PGC) to introduce PGC’s
core values to their nationwide card
members.

The company is authorised to
approach and solicit recruitment of
new and existing merchants/card
members to participate in both pro-
grammes.

The partnership will also result in
a series of strategically planned
promotional events and activities.

Powereward established its Pow-
ereward Customer Loyalty Program
in Penang in March 2012, and has
expanded its operations to Negri
Sembilan, Perak, Malacca, Klang
Valley, Johor and Pahang in 2013.
The company has grown vibrantly
with an active card member base of
more than 100,000 and more than

Ng (left), with Powereward’s northern region
marketing manager Lisa Oon (right) during the
collaboration signing function.

500 merchants.

“The state government officially
launched Penang Green Citizens
Programme and Penang Green Part-
ner Programme in 2010. The objec-
tive of both programmes is to engage
all Penangites- from individuals to
business communities — to encour-
age them to practise at least one
green initiative to make Penang a
green state.

“To date, more than 13,600 Pen-
angites have pledged to become a
Green Citizen and more than 200
merchants have signed up as Green
Partners. We would like to invite
more Penangites and merchants to
take part in the Penang Green Citi-
zens and Partners Programmes by
committing to practise or adopt a
minimum of one green initiative
daily,” said Ng, who is also Tanjong
MP.

Iskandar speaking to reporters about the project.

QNET event draws 10,000 entrepreneurs

PROMINENT direct sell-
ing company Qnet’s an-
nual convention, V-Ma-
laysia 2014, opened at the
Subterranean Penang In-
ternational Conference &
Exhibition Centre
(SPICE) in Bayan Baru,
recently to the sound of
Africa drums and a lively
crowd.

The sold out conven-
tion saw more than 10,000
distributors of QNET
from around the world
gathering at the centre.

The convention was
officially launched by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng amid pomp and pageantry that
included a parade of men and women
dressed in colourful national costumes
depicting an array of cultures and traditions
from around the world.

Lim said QNET has not only brought
successful entrepreneurs to the country, but
also has raised the profile of Penang in
Visit Malaysia Year 2014 by bringing in
the tourist dollar to the island.

“I must admit that I have never seen
such a collection of diverse nationalities
in one place in the island. When I was told
that an international conference was taking
place here, I did not imagine I could walk
in and find nearly 10,000 people from 60
countries in this arena. This is truly more
like the United Nations than the UN itself.
You might actually call it the UN of entre-
preneurs from QNet,” Lim said.

“Penang is well known for its entrepre-

Some of the entrepreneurs who gathered at the conven-
tion held in SPICE.

neurial spirit and for having created entre-
preneurs for many generations in this
country. I am glad to acknowledge Datuk
Seri Vijay Eswaran, the chief executive
chairman of the QI Group, as another great
Penang entrepreneur who has made it big,”
he added.

Themed ‘Arise, Awake, Achieve,’ the
five-day exclusive mega event unveiled
new wellness and lifestyle products of
QNET as well as new opportunities for the
participants.

Meanwhile, QNET managing director
J.R Mayer said: “Our global QNET fam-
ily has seen through 15 remarkable years
- growing bigger, stronger and better. And
for this year’s homecoming, our battle cry
reminds us of what we have been doing
throughout our business, not only to suc-
ceed in this industry, but also to elevate
ourselves and our community, hence it’s
aptly themed Arise, Awake, Achieve.”
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Bagan Jermal assemblymember Lim Hock Seng joining a group of children to celebrate Mother’s
Day recently.

The Penang Run taking place at
Butterworth has a special runner - a
Chinese mythical figure in the race.

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrarhim,
Member of Parliament
for Permatang Pauh with
his third daughter, Nurul
Nuha, at her wedding held
in Permatang Pauh.

i i i Muay Thai or Thai Boxing is held in Seberang Jaya and provides a lot
Scouts taking their pledge at the launch of the Special Scouts Agoonoree. of excitement for the people.
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BPO Prime takes Penang further

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissa Thian

BUSINESS Process Outsourcing
(BPO) Prime will be part of the effort
by the state government to fulfil Pen-
ang’s aim as one of the 31 BPO hubs
of the future.

Penang has experienced two growth
transformations — industrialisation and
clustering - in the past to become a
successful industrial economy and this
development focusing on the services
sector will spur the state’s economy to
move up the value-chain by driving
the third growth wave of knowledge
intensive and innovation-led growth.

“Penang International Technology
Park (PITP) and BPO Prime with a
size of 206.8 acres will be completed
over the next five to 10 years,” Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng said in his
speech during the Memorandum of
Understanding signing between Pen-
ang Development Corporation (PDC),
Temasek Holding and Economic De-
velopment Innovations Singapore Pte
Ltd (EDIS) held at George Town re-

Lim (background) delivering his speech during the MOU signing ceremony.

cently.

Also present were senior managing
director (investment) Temasek David
Heng, EDIS chairman Abel Ang, Ma-
laysian Investment Development Au-
thority deputy chief executive officer
Datuk Phang Ah Tong and PDC gen-
eral manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar.

Lim added that the gross develop-
ment value for this project is esti-
mated to be around RM11.3 billion.

Located in Batu Kawan and in
Bayan Baru respectively, PITP and
BPO Prime have been identified by the
state government as priority projects
for the state’s development.

MEF wants better ties with Penang

“The project’s vision is to create
new clusters of economic development
and opportunities to live, work, learn
and play in sustainable and innovative
urban spaces.

This MOU demonstrates the success
of PDC’s efforts to collaborate with
foreign investors in attracting world-
class international companies.

”Penang has witnessed the comple-
tion and opening of the Sultan Abdul
Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge on
March 1.

On the same day, Penang launched
the RM3.3 billion BPO Hub in Batu
Kawan and Bayan Baru, which is one
of the main components in the MOU
signing ceremony,” Lim said.

“Over the next three years, Penang
is expecting the realisation of a pre-
mium outlet, theme park and interna-
tional golf resort, and the sprouting up
of universities in the education hub
and other business establishments as
well as building of over 20,000 units
of affordable housing. The new BPO
is the beginning of the growth cycle
in Penang.”

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng, who was invited
as the keynote speaker at the Malaysian Employers
Federation (MEF) National Industrial Relations
Conference on May 14, spoke passionately on sev-
eral key issues.

He touched on the role of women in the work-
force, issues of corruption and also minimum wage.

His concerns were similar to those mentioned by
MEF president Tan Sri Azman Shah Haron.

“We hope the presence of the Chief Minister will
further strengthen our close relationship with the
Penang state government,” Azman said in his
speech.

“In recent times, doing business has been a very
challenging for the employers’ community, espe-
cially in terms of managing the cost of doing busi-
ness. The minimum wage policy significant esca-
lated the cost of doing business, especially for the
SMEs.”

Further, Azman said: “Employers experienced
another jolt early this year by the abrupt hike in
electricity tariff rates of about 16% without any
forewarning.”

In his keynote address, Lim told the conference:
“ We need to offer high-income jobs for Malaysians.
For this objective, the state government recently
launched the RM3.3 billion Business Process Out-
sourcing & Information Technology Outsourcing
(BPO-ITO) hub to realise our potential as one of

the 31 world leading BPO hubs of the future.”

Penang also attracted the most FDI in comparison
to other states in Malaysia, he added.

From 2010 to August 2013, Penang managed to
attract RM19.7 billion in investments, or nearly
20% of Malaysia’s total FDI of RM 103 billion.

“In preparing Penang for the future, we have
taken the important steps of institutionalizing the
fundamentals of rule of law, good and clean govern-
ance, and most importantly, integrity in leadership,”
he added.

“As the Chief Minister of Penang I can proudly
state that all of Penang’s state elected representa-
tives, including myself, are required to make a
public declaration of their assets. We also insist on
full disclosure of government contracts signed with
the private sector. No family members of govern-
ment leaders can do business with the state govern-
ment.”

Azman also expressed another concern in his
speech.

“Of great concern is the proposal of the Malay-
sian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) to in-
corporate a Corporate Liability Provision in the
MACC Act 2009 which would make employers
liable for corrupt practices of employees.”

On this very serious matter, MEF would like to
post the question: “As the biggest employer in
Malaysia, would the government accept liability

Azman is posing some questions on corruption for
the federal government.

for the corrupt practices of civil servants? Should
the government be made jointly and severally liable
for the corrupt practices of public servants?”
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