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Stay out of assembly

issues, cops and AG to

Story & Pix by Chan Lilian

PENANG State Assembly Speaker
Datuk Law Choo Kiang issued a state-
ment on June 19 where he claimed that
the police and Attorney-General had
violated the powers of the Penang
State Assembly with regards to Seri
Delima assemblymember RSN Rayer.

Rayer was taken to court on June 19
to be charged under the Sedition Act
for uttering “Umno celaka” during the
State Assembly sitting.

However, he was told by the depu-
ty public prosecutor’s office that the
Attorney-General had ordered for the
case to be deferred until further notice.

Law pointed out that as Speaker he
had acted under the Standing Orders and
warned Rayer not to repeat the word.

“Besides that, I al-
lowed the opposition
Umno members to
move an emergency
motion to refer Rayer
to the House Special
Committee for further
action.

“But Umno failed to
get the votes required
for the motion to be
passed.

“I acted in accord-
ance with the Standing
Order and it is regret-
table the police and
AG are overriding the

Speaker’s decision as  Qrder.

if to challenge the State Assembly,”
Law said.

“Under Article 63 and Article 72 of
the Federal Constitution, although a
Member of Parliament or assemblymem-
ber possesses immunity, in certain cir-
cumstances they can be charged under
the Sedition Act 1948. However, the
words ‘Umno Celaka’ is not listed in any
part of the law, except that it is not a
proper word to be uttered by an assem-
blymember,” Law added.

He called on all quarters to respect
the principle of separation of powers
and allow the House to do its work.

“Stop treating the honourable as-
sembly as a children’s playground! I
want to assert that neither the police
nor the AG, without the agreement of
the Speaker, can act against any state

Law says he acted in accordance with the Standing

http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

Lawyers Ramkarpal Singh Deo, Jagdeep Singh Deo and Rayer arriving at the court.

assemblymember for their wrongdo-
ings in the assembly,” Law said.
Law also called on the police and
AG to take action under a stricter law
against the 14 individuals who en-
croached into the State Assembly

rather than merely charge them under
Section 448 for trespassing.

“These individuals challenged the
sanctity of the august House and prin-
ciples of democracy and thus should
face harsher punishment.”




The resolution of Teoh Cheng Cheng

Story by Caleb Yeoh &
Mark James
Pix by Ahmad Adil

FUNERAL rites and traditions, regard-
less of religion, are a sacred final fare-
well that the living conduct to remem-
ber and mourn their loved ones.

But what happens when a funeral is
disrupted abruptly due to an act of
negligence?

In the recent case of Teoh Cheng
Cheng, we all caught a glimpse of a
funeral taking a turn for the worst.
Here’s a chronological summary of the
death and funeral proceedings of Teoh
Cheng Cheng, from her death to her
actual and final cremation.

Teoh Cheng Cheng passed away in
her apartment on Macallum Street in
Penang on June 7.

Her mourning family and friends
proceeded to conduct a Taoist crema-
tion, or so they thought.

Teoh’s body was, however, seized
during her funeral, in front of all who
gathered to remember and mourn her
on June 9 at about 2pm by officers from
the Penang Islamic Affairs Department
JAIPP). This was done under the con-
text of Teoh’s conversion to Islam.

State exco for religious affairs Datuk
Abdul Malik Abul Kassim said that the
officer who was in charge of seizing the

Teoh’s parents seen in Komtar after meeting state officials.

body was apparently tipped off about
Teoh’s religion conversion at 12pm on
the same day, and apparently didn’t
have time to check the full details of
the case and rushed to seize the body.

After a brief tussle and intense dis-
cussions, Teoh’s family agreed to let
the officers take the body away to the
Penang General Hospital.

The next day, her family decided to

seek help from the state government to
get to the bottom of this issue as they
were unhappy with the end result.

They met with state exco Jagdeep
Singh Deo who advised the family to
seek legal aid in the matter. Taking up
the case was newly-elected Bukit Gelu-
gor MP Ramkarpal Singh and his as-
sociate S. Raveentharan.

They were accompanied by Air [tam

Why spend RM2 billion on a new airport?

assemblymember Wong Hon Wai who
was there from the start to end of this
ordeal, helping to facilitate the entire
process.

After proper and thorough investiga-
tions, it was revealed and decided by
the Syariah court that Teoh was in fact
not a Muslim.

She had filed for an application some
17 years ago but it was never approved
but was known to some as Nora Teoh
Abdullah, but this new name was
never registered either.

Judge Zalim Mohd Yudin, in his final
verdict, ordered the parties who were
in current possession of Teoh’s body to
return it to the family and asked the
police to assist in the matter.

Teoh Cheng Cheng’s body was fi-
nally returned to the family at 5pm on
June 12, assisted by the lawyers and
Wong.

Her body was finally cremated at the
Batu Gantong crematorium according
to Taoist rites.

Speaking on the matter, Abdul Malik
apologised that such a case took place
in the first place and promised to have
tighter procedures with regards to sen-
sitive matters like this.

He also advised all those who wished
to convert to Islam to properly notify
their families before making the con-
version to avoid any similar problem.

THE failure of the BN Federal government to up-
grade the Penang International Airport for around
RM 600 million but spend at least RM 2 billion to
build a new international airport in Kulim will be
seen as a vindictive act to punish Penang for sup-
porting PR and rejecting BN with the largest mandate
in history when PR garnered 68% of the popular vote
in the Penang.

Can Penang BN tell Penangites what is their real
stand following the contradictory position of UMNO
Penang’s support against Gerakan’s opposition of
the plan by Kedah state government to build a new
International Airport next to Penang in Kulim?
UMNO Penang had said that Penang should not feel
threatened by a new international airport in Kulim
with Penang UMNO Chairman Datuk Zainal Abidin
Osman even asking what is there to fear since I had
developed Penang well. On the other hand Penang
BN Chairman Teng Chang Yeow had opposed the
proposed Kulim International Airport.

The Penang International Airport is in urgent need
of an upgrade and expansion following the sterling
double-digit passenger growth over the last 6 years
to 5.5 million passengers in 2013. Passenger growth
is expected to exceed the Penang International Air-
pot’s capacity of 6.5 million passengers by next year.

This is a testimony to the success of the efforts by
the state government to attract tourists and investors
to make Penang as the preferred location of choice.

The focus of the Federal Government would be to
naturally develop and intensify its core competencies
and advantages and the logical conclusion would be
to further expand the Penang International Airport.
This includes having 2 runways, an integrated air
cargo facility and a MRO(maintenance, repair, over-
haul) hub.

Such upgrade of the Penang International airport
is sorely needed when Penang is the top destination
for Foreign Direct Investment in Malaysia from 2010
to August 2013 with RM 19.7 billion, or nearly 20%
of Malaysia total figures.

Further the growing services sector in Penang
which has been intensified after the launching of the
RM3.3 billion Business Process Outsourcing(BPO)
hub this year and the signing of a RM11.3 billion
Joint-Venture agreement between Temasek Holdings
of Singapore and Penang Development Corporation,
must be complemented by an upgrade of the Penang
International Airport that is compatible with its in-
ternational status. Amongst the top companies in the
services sector already in Penang include Air Asia,
food edible giant Wilmar, US company IHS, Ger-

many’s SAP and Citigroup with the latter’s global
credit financial hub processing 25 million transac-
tions with a value of nearly USD 6 trillion annually.

If the BN Federal government still feels that a new
international airport is needed in Kulim after this
upgrade of the Penang International Airport is com-
pleted, then the BN Federal government can go
ahead. Penang is not afraid of competition provided
the upgrade is done, but the BN Federal government
should be mindful of wasteful “white elephant”
projects such as the empty RM250 million Melaka
airport that is empty of flights.

Failure by the BN Federal government to upgrade
the Penang International Airport for around RM 600
million but spend at least RM 2 billion to build a new
international airport in Kulim will be seen as a vin-
dictive act to punish Penang for supporting PR and
rejecting BN with the largest mandate in history when
PR garnered 68% of the popular vote in the Penang.
In the meantime, Penang BN should get its act to-
gether, meet and decide once and for all whether it
supports or opposes Kedah State government’s bid
to build a new international airport in Kulim.

LIM GUAN ENG
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Disappointed with Putrajaya
over toll on new bridge

Story by Chan Lilian

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng has
expressed the state government’s
disappointment with the federal
government over the toll rates for the
Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
Bridge.

“We are disappointed with the
reply from the Works Ministry that
they have no intention to exempt
motorcyclists from toll and provide
20% discount for Penangites using
the ‘Touch and Go’ card,” Lim said
in a press statement on June 20.

“How can Barisan National be

want to help the motorcylists? At
the same time, their refusal to give
the discount will give a negative
impact to the mere 13,000 daily us-
ers. How can they achieve the
17,000 to 25,000 daily users if they
do want to give a discount like the
first Penang Bridge does?”

For comparison, toll on the first
bridge with discount is RM1.12 for
motorbikes and RM5.60 for cars
compared to RM1.70 for motorbikes
and RMS8.50 for cars on the second
bridge.

“The reason provided by the Min-
istry is they do not want to set a

people-centric when they do not

precedent,” Lim said.

File pix of the Jambatan Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah (SAHM).

Stop parasailing activity!

IN light of the incident where
a child was injured in an ille-
gal parasailing activity, Air
Itam assemblymember Wong
Hon Wai said he will seek the
assistance of the state legal
adviser on the issue.

In the incident on June 11,
Odell Choo, 11, was playing
happily by the beach during
the school holidays near the
hotel in Tanjung Bungah when
the little boy was suddenly
lashed and injured by the re-
traction rope from a parachute
landing from the parasailing
activity carried out illegally at
the beach.

Odell suffered injuries on
his neck, chin, shoulder and
elbow.

His father, SW Choo, made
a police report after sending
his son to the hospital for
treatment.

They then sought Wong’s
help over the issue.

An aghast Wong, who has
children of about the same
age, was also shaken with the
danger and risk posed to the
public from parasailing.

“It is rather fortunate that
Odell escaped serious injuries.

We have to view this very
seriously as there have been
many accidents caused by
parasailing including the
death of a foreign visitor. We
do not want any untoward
incidents in future,” Wong
said at a press conference on
June 18.

“Parasailing is illegal. The
Personal Watercrafts (Pen-
ang) Enactment 1999 is very
comprehensive and the state
enactment already states as
such. Enforcement must be
carried out by the relevant
authorities,” he added.

“I will seek the state legal
adviser’s assistance to com-
municate with the police re-
garding the enforcement. We
have to protect the public
from the dangers and risks
posed by parasailing activi-
ties,” he said.

“This happened during the
school holiday peak season.
Why didn’t the local author-
ity monitor and enforce the
law? This could potentially
tarnish our tourism image. I
will bring up this matter in the
next State Assembly sitting
too.”

Wong pointing out the injuries on Odell’s body and demanding enforcement be carried out to
stop parasailing activity on Penang beaches.

Wong said he had also writ-
ten to the exco member in
charge of local government,
Chow Kon Yeow, regarding
the issue and requested that

enforcement action be taken
against parasailing activities.

“Chow informed me that he
has forwarded the letter to
MPPP and asked the council

to respond as soon as possi-
ble,” Wong said.

Chow was not available for
comments as he is currently
away overseas.



It’s officially
Karpal Singh Drive

The official unveiling of the new Karpal Singh Drive (Persiaran Karpal Singh). Seen here are (from

left) Ramkarpal, Jagdeep, Lim and Gurmit Kaur

Story by Caleb Yeoh and Chan Lilian
Pix by Mark James

THE Tiger of Jelutong may be gone, but his
message and core beliefs continue to live on.

With Karpal Singh’s teachings and con-
cepts of equality and justice spurring on
others, it would be safe to say that the
memory of the late former DAP chairman
will in turn, continue to live on.

To immortalise the man himself, on June
12, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng officially
opened the Karpal Singh Drive.

The 800m long road, previously known
as the IJM Promenade is located on Lebuh
Sungai Pinang, a fairly newer piece of de-
velopment in Penang.

During the ceremony, a few dozen bal-
loons were released into the air, to com-
memorate the opening. The roads along the
promenade were also renamed: Lebuh Sun-
gai Pinang 4 is now known as Persiaran Karpal
Singh 1 and replacing Lebuh Sungai Pinang 5 is
Persiaran Karpal Singh 2.

Lim said that by renaming the roads, the con-
tributions of the late Karpal will always be re-
membered.

Karpal’s widow, Gurmit Kaur, expressed a deep
sense of gratitude to the state for the huge honour.

“It’s truly a great honour to us (Karpal’s fam-
ily) to have this named after him. Though he may
not be here right now with us, I’m sure he’s watch-
ing and smiling right now,” she said in a short
interview at the opening ceremony.

Karpal’s eldest son, Jagdeep said he felt very emotional
at the unveiling of the Karpal Singh Drive because of
the flood of memories of his father. Seen here, Jagdeep
with his wife, children, mother and Ramkarpal (left).

The other family members present were Kar-
pal’s sons, Ramkarpal Singh and Jagdeep Singh
Deo as well as Jagdeep’s wife Belindar Bhar and
their three children.

Ramkarpal expressed that he was touched by
what the State has done for his father. “Itis indeed
a great honour for a great man and a well deserved
one. Karpal Singh is certainly a son of Penang.
As his family, we are very grateful,” Ramkarpal
said.

Also present were Penang Island Municipal
Council president Datuk Patahiyah Ismail, Batu
Uban assemblymember Dr T. Jayabalan and state
exco member for Tourism, Danny Law.

AROUND TOWN

ESCAPE TROPHY CHALLENGE

THE unique sporting contest at Escape Adventureplay
Theme Park requires teams of three to compete in ob-
jective-based and time-based challenges on four of the
park’s attractions. For more details about the contest,
or to register, log on to http://escape.my/escape-trophy/
registration.

CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY ART EXHIBIT

A SOLO Charity Chinese Calligraphy Art Exhibition
by Datuk Dr Kang Chin Seng will be held at Y, Circle
Tranquility Space, 83, Lebuh China, until June 29. The
function is for the benefit of Mount Miriam Cancer
Hospital. For details, call the hospital at 04-8923999.

FREE EMAIL COUNSELLING

HELPA4u, an initiative of the Penang Education Council,
provides confidential, anonymous and free email coun-
selling for young people between 13-25 years who need
help on issues relating to their studies, family, relation-
ship and others. For details, log on to their website,
www.help4u.my, www.help4u.org.my

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION SESSION
GET your website questions answered when you
attend Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions
available every Tuesday at Complex USM, Penang.
Book your session at www.redboxstudio.com/tech-
tuesday or call Krista (016 451 9193).

PENANG DURIAN FESTIVAL

COME to Anjung Indah, Balik Pulau, for the Penang
Durian Festival from June 1 to July 31, 11am to 6pm
and treat your taste buds with different types of durians
where famous Penang estates exhibit and sell their
prized fruits. For details, call the organiser, Penang
State Tourism Development at 04-6505136 / 04-
2619012.

YOGA CLASSES

HINDU Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga classes
every Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the Hindu Ma-
hajana Sangam, Gandhiji Ashram, at 674, Jalan Kebun
Bunga. Call

Raju at 016-4351211 for details.

CHARITY CONCERT

JAMMIN Senzations will hold a charity concert at De-
wan Sri Pinang on July 12 at 7.30pm. The concert will
feature performances from the movie’Frozen’. Austral-
ian opera singer Melanie Maslin, singer Mary Jackson
and South African Lezil Hendricks will perform. Details,
call Jasmin Khor (012-4783966/04-6595122) or visit
WWW.jammin-senzation.com

ANNUAL GATHERING

THE Alumni Convent Light Street annual get-together
will be held at the Convent Light Street new hall on
June 28 at 7pm. Participants can dress like their favour-
ite rock/movie stars as the theme is “Night of the Stars”.
For details, call 04-2619449 or email alumniconvent-
lightstreet@gmail.com or Facebook: Alumni Convent
Light Street - ACLS.
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Freedom of information
for Penang folk

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Ahmad Adil

RECOGNISING the people’s right to
access information and laws while re-
lating to the concept of freedom of
information, the state government,
through its CAT (Competency, Ac-
countability, Transparency) administra-
tion has gazetted the Freedom of Infor-
mation Enactment Penang 2010 (Enact-
ment 16).

Now, the people of Penang, through
the proper channels, can apply to obtain
any piece of information from any state
government body.

The Freedom of Information Enact-
ment 2010 (Enactment 16) was ap-
proved by the Penang State Assembly
on Nov 4, 2011 and was gazetted on
Feb 2 2012.

The public can apply for the infor-
mation they want at any of the respec-
tive local government departments here
in Penang via the said department’s
appointed information officer.

However, should their request be
denied, applicants can proceed to make
an appeal to the newly enacted Free-
dom Of Information Appeal Board
(Lembaga Rayuan Kebebasan Maklu-
mat) which was established on May 16
this year by the state government at the
recent state assembly sitting.

The Freedom of Information Enact-
ment Penang 2010 (Enactment 16) will
be fully compiled and ready for public
application by Sept 1 this year.

The fee for any piece of information
for the year 2014 is RM50 and RM 100
for the previous years.

This new administrative concept was

Ramasamy explaining the concept the of the enactment to members of the media

in Komtar.

announced by Deputy Chief Minister
II Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy.

In his speech during the press con-
ference in Komtar, he said: “This is

one of the efforts by the state govern-
ment to show a sense of openness and
transparency towards the people of
Penang.”
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Heritage award
first ever in Malaysia

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mark James

WALKING through the corridor of St. Joseph’s
Noviate (St.Jo’s), transported one back to 1915
when De La Salle came to train teachers.

High ceilings, chandeliers, stained glass and
several old pictures of the apostles were still
hanging on the heritage wall.

The ambience made one momentarily forget
that they are in the midst of Penang’s latest and
most happening shopping mall in Gurney
Drive.

Such was the love and care put in by the
architects to maintain the building.

Founder Datuk Khor Teng Tong of Hunza
Properties Berhad related the amount of work
that had gone into the 10 years they took to
restore the building and how RM10 million had
to be put in as the cost of keeping the original
St. Jo’s amongst the high-rise buildings sur-
rounding this heritage site.

However, Khor’s effort paid off when
Hunza won the silver prize in the prestigious
FIABCI World Prix d’ Excellence Award 2014
under the Heritage (Restoration/Conservation)
category.

“I went to Luxembourg on May 21 to receive
the award, the very first award won in this
category by a Malaysian entity,” Khor said.

“St. Joseph’s Noviate closed in the 1980s,
and the Christian Brothers leased it out to Up-
lands School. In 2004, we purchased the site
and since it is a ‘Class 2’ heritage building, we
maintained it in-situ, as well as the facade.”

Exco member for Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow was invited to the celebration at Gurney
Paragon on June 17.

“Datuk Khor has set an example for the
people to emulate. It is certainly not easy to
match what he has done. His tenacity, commit-
ment and perseverance in seeing through the
decade-long conservation work is commend-
able,” Chow said.

“We need the cooperation of the public and
private sector to work together to make Penang
an international and intelligent city. Without
this synergy we will not be able to produce the
result we desire for Penang. Over the past
years, Penang has gained international recogni-
tion and attention worldwide as a vibrant arts
and culture centre,” he added.

To celebrate St. Jo’s winning this global
award, for one year from July 2014, St. Jo’s
will be opened to those who are interested to
showcase their performing arts or displaying
their own works of art.

Those interested can submit their proposal
to St. Jo’s, or call 04-2288266.

iyasitivii &

A jubilant Khor (second from left) showing Chow (third from left) the prestigious trophy.

Gold certified green office

GOING green has been the mantra for Penang as of late.

From the “no free plastic bag” campaign to banning
the use of polystyrene containers, the “Car Free Day”
every Sunday morning on Beach Street and numerous
recycling campaigns, Penang has definitely walked the
talk.

In line with the vision of the state, the Penang Green
Council (PGC) has introduced its first, newly opened
green office centered around the concept of sustainable
development.

This green office, situated on the 46th floor in Komtar,
is the first of its kind in Malaysia and has been awarded
the gold certification based on the GBI Interior Tool.

This pilot project makes use of environmentally-
friendly raw materials.

The first one would notice when entering would be
the lack of tiling or wooden floor panels in the office.

All floors are made out of cement here and its walls
are painted with paint containing very low levels of
volatile organic compounds (VOC).

Besides that, all furniture pieces have been made from
recycled materials. From the tables to its respective
cubicles and chairs, almost everything in the PGC Green
Office was once a part of something else, now cleaned
up, remade and reused.

The office is also equipped with motion sensor light-
ing and energy as well as water-saving appliances, in

A shot of the crowd that gathered for the PGC office
opening on the 46th floor of Komtar.

line with the concept of reducing energy consumption.

The opening ceremony was officiated by Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng who in his speech congratulated
PGC on its remarkable milestone of becoming the first
pilot project in Malaysia to receive the gold certification
from the GBI Interior Tool.

“I hope that this office will be an example to more of
its kind in the whole of Penang and Malaysia. As the
saying goes, ‘We do not inherit the earth from our ances-
tors, but borrow it from our children’. I would like to
urge everyone to work together for a better future,” Lim
added.
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Positioning Penang
as education hub

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

PENANG Deputy Chief Minister II Prof. Dr.
P. Ramasamy recently shared with the maga-
zine “Postgraduate Studies” his plans to posi-
tion Penang as Asia’s education hub.

Ramasamy holds the exco position for State
Economic Planning, Education & Human
Resources and Science, Technology and In-
novation.

Answering one of the questions posed by
the magazine regarding a blueprint for the
development of education in Penang, Ra-
masamy replied: “There is no specific blue-
print, but the state has designated certain
areas as education hubs particularly in the
Balik Pulau and Batu Kawan areas. We are
planning to make Penang a hub for world
universities and colleges.”

The magazine also sought Ramasamy’s
advice for students who want to aim high in
academic achievement.

“Life is more than getting a string of As. It
is about how you interact with your fellow
human beings, the importance of lifelong
learning, acquiring wisdom, moving away
from racism and bigotry and above all, em-
bracing and cherishing diversity and dissent.”

Imparting his motto in life, Ramasamy
said: “One moment you are down, next mo-
ment you should jump up and say — ‘I will

ERRT)

fight it, I will go beyond this’.

The magazine featured Ramasamy on the front page and also included an eight-page interview with him.

Engineer puts skills to good use as councillor

SUKUMAR Subramaniam, 43, is an engineer by
profession.

A first-term councillor with the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP), he is putting his engi-
neering skills and analytical mind to good use.

He has consistently tabled his ideas and propos-
als during MPPP meetings and caught the attention
of Buletin Mutiara.

One of the topics that Sukumar brought up at a
meeting was the issue of lodging for foreign work-
ers.

He is concerned with the current condition and
urged the MPPP to look into the matter.

“Right now, many of the foreign workers are
either living in deplorable conditions in housing
areas or stay at construction sites.

“Social issues arise when they are living in
crowded areas and construction sites sometimes do
not provide them electricity, water and proper sew-

age,” Sukumar said.

“Therefore I wish to propose to the council to
monitor and prevent any untoward incidences. Also
a by-law should be passed so that employers of
these foreign workers are compelled to provide
them proper living spaces.

“This will make MPPP the first council to look
into foreign workers’ living conditions,” he added.

In another meeting on May 29, Sukumar tabled
another proposal to the local councils to look into
the possibility of taking over the ferry services.

“I am confident the Penang ferry services can be
improved with more attractions like a round island
cruise and other new tourism ideas if the local
councils were to manage this service,” he said.

Council meetings are usually the platforms for
councillors to table their suggestions, ideas, criti-
cisms and proposals and Sukumar has consistently
forwarded new ideas for MPPP.

First term councillor Sukumar is raring to put
forward ideas to make Penang a better place.
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DID mistake rectified

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

DUE to a wrong specification provided by the
Department of Irrigation and Drainage (DID) to
the developer, a short stretch of Sungai Jelutong
that flows through Taman Free School has to be
widened and deepened.

Jagdeep Singh Deo, exco member for Town &
Country Planning and Housing, took members of
the media to the site on June 18 to view the work
to be carried out.

“I wish to inform the residents of Taman Free
School about the work to be done here beginning
today. I call for their understanding as the incon-
veniences they face now is for a better future
without floods. I also urge DID and the contractor
doing the expansion work to exercise care as this
is a residential area,” Jagdeep said.

The cost of the whole project is about RM1
million and is expected to be completed by Nov
13.

The cost will be borne by DID as the mistake
was on their side.

Sungai Jelutong is one of the contributory fac-
tors for floods in Sungai Pinang.

Jagdeep also revealed that exco member Chow
Kon Yeow, through his Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitigation committee, had
written to the federal government to get the RM 150
million funds needed to upgrade Sungai Pinang.

“Under the Flood Mitigation Project Phase II

iyasitivii &

Flood mitigation works being carried out and expected to be completed by November.

by the federal government, 22 projects costing
RM1 billion have been approved nationwide. Sun-
gai Pinang is one of them and it is the most ex-
pensive, taking up 15% of the cost. Right now, for
Sungai Pinang, we have nearly completed the re-

location of the squatters along the riverbanks.
To-date 90% of them have been relocated and
works can commence soon.

“Hopefully, floods will become history once
this project is completed,” Jagdeep added.

Call to speak up on rogue contractors

HOUSE owners harassed by rogue contractors, or what some
label as “gangster contractor”, should not be afraid to inform

the authorities or make a police report.

“I have received complaints that contractors are forcing
their renovation services on new house owners,” said Jagdeep

Singh Deo, the exco for Housing.

“In August last year, I stated firmly that house owners are
not obliged to use the service and they have the choice of
engaging contractors to do renovation work,” he added.

“We received more complaints in March and April and we

view these complaints very seriously.

“If developers are found to be in cahoots with these contrac-
tors, we will not hesitate to take action” he added.
“I advise these house owners to make a police report but

some out of fear, dare not do so.”

Jagdeep said he had a meeting with state police chief Datuk

Abdul Rahim Hanafi on the issue recently.

“The police chief has given his commitment and assurance
to take action against such unscrupulous contractors if police

reports are lodged,” Jagdeep said.

“So do not be afraid. Come to my office in Komtar and see
me if you are harassed by these contractors. We will do any-

thing to assist you.”

House owners can now heave a sigh of relief as this issue

has received the attention of state government leaders and the

police.

contractors.

Jagdeep urges house owners not to be afraid if they are harassed by unscrupulous
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Future Nicol Davids on show

Story and pix by Nazleen Najeeb

YOUNG local and international
squash talents put up a good show
in the recent PBA 12th Penang
Malaysia Junior Open at the Nicol
David International Squash Centre.

The six-day event, held from
June 7-12, saw action across
seven age groups competing for
10 titles.

Local players did everyone
proud by winning eight titles,
leaving only two - Boys Under 17
to Ling To Yu of Singapore and
Girls Under 19 to Ho Tsz Lok of
Hong Kong.

“I fought hard and it paid off,”
said Sivasangari Subramaniam
from Kedah who grabbed her first
PBA title in the Women’s Under
17 category.

The other categories were Boys

& Girls Under-11, Under-13, Un-
der-15, Under-17 and Under-19.

Exco for Youth and Sports,
Women, Family and Community
Development Chong Eng said at
the prize giving ceremony on June
12 that the tournament was an
avenue for local squash players to
compete with world-class players.

Meanwhile, CIMB Foundation
offered all local champions an
incentive to enter the British Open
2015 which will be held from Jan
2-6 next year.

Winners took home trophy,
cash and squash gear like sweat-
band, protective eyewear and also
rackets.

Also present at the prize giving
ceremony were PBA Corporate
Affairs manager K. Jeyabalan and
Igbal Abdul Rahim, Head of
CIMB Foundation.

Top teams at basketball tourney

State exco for Youth & Sports, Chong Eng (fifth from left) posing for a group photo session with the
organisers and sponsors of the second Penang Chief Minister Cup International Basketball Invitational

Championship.

THE second Penang Chief Minister Cup Inter-
national Basketball Invitational Championship
will be held from July 25-29 at the Han Chiang
Indoor Stadium.

The event, organised by the Penang Basket-
ball Association and managed by SBN Sports,
is sanctioned by MABA (Malaysian Basketball
Association) and supported by MSN

It is set to draw in quite a crowd with inter-
national teams taking part in this year’s tourna-
ment.

Teams from Australia, Taiwan, India, the
Philippines and Malaysia will be taking part in

this four-day event.

Penang Basketball Association (PBA) presi-
dent Ooi Khoon Yeong said that PBA is still
waiting for China’s response to their invitation.

The aim of the tournament is to promote the
game of basketball, enhancing the standard of
the game and to promote Penang as a sporting
city.

Tickets for the tournament are priced at
RM100, RM50 for students and RM20 for a
single entry. For more information regarding
tickets and or the event, contact PBA at 04 — 655
3813.

Igbal congratulating the local winners.

Ferrari convoy to Krabi

A shot of some of the Ferraris before the flag off, bound
for Krabi.

IF you happened to be driving on the North-South
Expressway on June 20 and caught a glimpse of fast
moving luxury cars, overtaking you at top speed while
remaining within the speed limit, you probably wit-
nessed the Ferrari Owner’s Club on their annual drive.

This year, the convoy, organised by TAAG Drive
Events Group, Singapore and the Ferrari Owners Club
of Singapore flagged off their annual drive at the E&O
Hotel, Penang, bound for Krabi.

Some 32 sleek Ferraris took part in this year’s
event, making it quite a sight for onlookers and
regular road users in Penang in the early hours of a
Friday morning.

The fleet was flagged off by Penang state exco
member for tourism, Danny Law Heng Kiang, at about
8.15am on June 20.

Eddie Keng, the drive director of TAAG, said the
annual event was aimed at the concept of driving the
distance with passion.



Smoother drive in Air Itam

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

A SUM of RM508,000 has been
allocated through the Public
Works Department for the resur-
facing of roads in Air Itam.

Air Itam assemblymember
Wong Hong Wai said the affected
roads are in Taman Chor Sin
Kheng, Happy Valley and Jalan
Balik Pulau.

The project involving a 20,900
sq metre area was expected to be
completed by end of this month.

“This has been an ongoing
project for the past few months.
There were also resurfacing
works carried out on a 2km

stretch of the Jalan Air [tam main
road from Wisma Anak Yatim
Lelaki until the roundabout where
the roads branch out towards
Penang Hill and Air Itam mar-
ket,” he added.

Wong said this during a site
visit to Jalan Chor Sing Kheng on
June 5.

He said resurfacing was carried
out every five years and residents
had complained of recurring pot-
holes and uneven resurfacing of
several roads.

“Taman Chor Sin Kheng, which
has 1,000 houses and a population
of 5,000, was allocated the highest
sum for the resurfacing work at

RM238,000,” he added.
work.

Youths shine at fingerstyle competition

ELEVEN young guitar virtuosos played
their hearts out during the first Penang
fingerstyle competition held on June 15 at
the Tanjong Bunga community hall.

There were two categories- the un-
der-16 and open category — and they drew
a dozen contestants from all over Malay-
sia including one from Sabah.

Nicholas Thum, 15, from Selangor,
took first place in the under-16 category
and was a crowd favourite with the
“beating” technique popularised by such
virtuosos as Jon Gromm and Igor Presn-
yakov.

Also from Selangor was Lai Ze Ren,
20, who competed with five other skilled
guitarists but came out top with his flaw-
less rendition of Tommy Emmanuel’s
Stevie Blues and Joe Robinson‘s Midnight
in Nashville.

Prizes were plentiful as not only did Lai
and Nicholas walk away with two new
acoustic guitars worth over RM1,500
each, even the runners-up and second
runners-up received acoustic guitars while
other contestants were given hampers

sponsored by LBS Music World.

Tanjong Bunga assemblymember Teh
Yee Cheu was pleased that such an event
was made possible to let young men and
women showcase their musical talent
through condusive and healthy competition.

“I thoroughly enjoyed and am im-
pressed with the musical prowess of the
youth. I hope that with the support of all
those that made this event possible, we
can do this again next year bigger and
better,” he said.

Organiser Brian Gan was pleased that
the event went on without a hitch, a posi-
tive step towards realising Penang*s vision
of creating a culturally vibrant state where
arts and culture can flourish

“This is indeed a positive step to build
talent among the youth and to encourage
them to explore live music performances,”
he said during an interview.

Gan also organised for local fingerstyle
guitarist Andy Ngew to conduct a free
workshop for youths before the competi-
tion and even a short concert after the
prize-giving ceremony.

Teh (centre) flanked by the participants of the first ever Penang fingerstyle guitar

competition.

Wong (fourth from left) and residents of Taman Chor Sin Kheng inspecting the road resurfacing

Civil servants show off English skills

Muhammad Yusoff posing with all 10 contestants.

CIVIL servants from various depart-
ments challenged their fears of the
English language in the recent 6th
Public Speaking Contest organised
by the Corporate Communication
Division of the Penang State Secre-
tariat on June 19.

Speaking on issues ranging from
time management up to Malaysian
cuisine, participants showed off their
hidden talents and delivered oral
presentations that surprised the audi-
ence.

Khairiyah Ali, from Central Se-
berang Perai District & Land Office,
came up top with her title “Caring
for the Earth”, while Adibah Adnan
from North-East District & Land
Office spoke about her long-lost
sugar glider pet named Rossi.

Sazlinda Hussain of Corporate
Communication Division itself
bagged the third place with her con-

troversial issue “Men from Mars,
Women from Venus”.

Two consolation prizes went to
Mohd Hafriz Nazlan of Technology
Information & Communication Cen-
tre and Ardzliza Mahmod of North-
East District & Land Office.

Strangely, Mohd Hafriz was the
only male contestant!

All winners were given a cash
prize, book and certificate as a token
of appreciation.

The champion bagged RM300,
2nd place RM200, 3rd place RM 100
and consolation prizes of RM80 each
were given out.

While launching the event, Dep-
uty State Secretary (Management)
Datuk Muhammad Yusoff Wazir said
the event aimed to encourage civil
servants to improve their knowledge
and at the same time keep abreast
with information and technology.



Beware of dengue

Story and pix by Nazleen Najeeb

THE current dry spell is all the more reason for people to be
alert for the increase of mosquito breeding.

“We had the same situation last year, thus proactive meas-
ures should be taken quickly,” said exco for Agriculture and
Agro-based Industry, Rural Development and Health, Dr.
Afif Bahardin, on June 11.

Dr Afif added fewer “gotong-royong” activities in the
month of Ramadan can also lead to an increased breeding
pattern.

There has been a 177% increase in the number of dengue
cases in the state.

From January till June 7 this year, 807 dengue cases were
reported compared to only 291 in the same period in 2013.

Penang Health Department assistant chief director Dr
Fazilah Mydin, who was present at the press conference,
added that four areas, Taman Dahlia in North Seberang Pe-
rai, Jalan Kuantan and Jalan C.Y. Choy in George Town and
Taman Seri Impian in Seberang Perai Tengah, were under

close watch of the authorities. Dr Afif and Dr Fazilah showing the dengue case graph to members of the press.

No smoking at heritage site from August

Phee (right), Lailanor (second from right), Azizah (third from right) and other Penang Health Department staff displaying the World Tobacco Free Day celebration
posters.

PENANG Exco for Welfare, Caring Society
and Environment Phee Boon Poh urged busi-
nesses in the George Town Heritage site to
channel their feedback so the state government
could have a better idea on where to locate
the smoke-free zones.

He said both his office and the state health
department have yet to receive such informa-
tion from the business sector.

“We want to be considerate by trying to
accommodate those involved here,” he told a
press conference at Komtar on June 18 in
conjunction with World Tobacco Free Day
held at an open air car park in Lebuh Downing,

George Town on June 22.

State health director Datuk Dr Lailanor
Ibrahim said for the celebration this year, the
World Health Organisation (WHO) had set the
theme as “Raise Taxes, Reduce Tobacco Con-
sumption, Save Lives”, with the Malaysian
Health Ministry theme as - “Jimat Wang!
Berhenti Merokok! Selamatkan Nyawa “ (Save
Money, Stop Smoking, Save Life).

“The theme chosen is so synonymous with
saving money and stop smoking,” he added.

Lailanor urged the public to support the
“Free Penang From Cigarette Smoke” pro-
gramme by participating in the various ac-

tivities lined up for the celebration.

Meanwhile, Penang Health Department
senior assistant director Dr Azizah Ab. Manan
said smokers can only light up at designated
areas in the George Town World Heritage site
come August as the Health Ministry is ex-
pected to gazette the area a smoke-free zone
then.

“The move is provided for via the Tobacco
Product Control Regulations 2004 which al-
lows for non-smoking areas to be gazetted.

“The department and state authorities have
identified the designated smoking zones but
have yet to finalise the number,” she added.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

AIR PUTIH PENAGA PENAGA
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
limguaneng@penang.gov.m ridwan wan48@yahoo.com

BERTA BERTA
MBSO e (1) 04- 646 4700 Y5 Shoniful Azhar Othman [Moz-4Laen || A Sl AR Ferel 013-580 6981
rashid.hasnon@penana.gov.my F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
SERS T8 Dotk Holr Rosian Saidi m 04 - 398 3555 s e 019-437 2887
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy (T) 04 - 399 6689 Gl lre]) lkesieim Selelin E 04' 397 3555 h unasels @U almnd -
ramasamy@penang.gov.my - OdIDUffCI 8\,vohoo.com
PADANG KOTA PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 -226 0218 YB Omar Abd. Hamid {R 81—%;% 12%8 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m [F; 04 -226 0218 - arshad.saleh@yahoo.com

SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
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MPSP 2014 MPPP 2014 Kalendar Pelancongan
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon Pulau Pinang Jun - Ogos 2014
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 MPPP 04 - 259 2020
Tan Hooi Peng (DAP) 012 - 498 6212
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) 012 - 552 4791 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
(DAP)
Chandrasekeran o/ s. 012 - 5619870 Ong Ah Teong (DAP) DZ=ciEsde
Maniam (DAP) Tay L.eong Serjg (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
e e e Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 -457 1271
Sukumar a/l Subramaniam 019 -442 2113
gov.my
(DAP)
Loh Joo Huat (DAP) 012-422 1133 -
) Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) | 012 - 423 9143
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my - -
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019 -411 5598 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP) Jun - Ogos
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012-4017718 Mohd Hariszuan Jaharudin | 013 - 379 6019 Penang Durian Festival
(DAP) Anjung Indah, Balik Pulau
Michael Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
(DAP) (PKR)
Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 Osman (PKR)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
H'ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 (S
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 945 9621
(PKR)
M.Satees (DAP) 016 - 438 4767 :
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
— (PKR)
Chong Pei Pei (DAP) 012-4767729 -
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 - 4708811
Chik (PKR)
Ong Eu Leong (PKR) 010-7700508 Lim Boon Beng (PKR) 012 - 564 4400 ,
Nur Zarina Zakaria (PKR) 011 - 1578 5098 /nlo Juliel
ur Zarina Zakaria - q
Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki (PKR) | 017 - 409 7702 T e R CCERRETTD LRl
(PAS)
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) 013 - 489 3227 Mhd Nasir Yahya (PAS) 012 - 402 6739
Dr. Lim Mah Hui(NGO) 012 - 422 1880
Shafigah Shobha Abdullah 016 - 496 1659 Eric Lim Seng Keat (NGO) 016 -414 3428
(PKR) Aidi Akhbal Mohd Zainon 012 - 464 3004
(NGO)
Rajasegar a/l Govindasamy | 019 - 411 7051 Mohd Foaz Hamid 016 - 4222225
(PKR) (NGO)
T T TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTn T !
Zulkifli lorahim (PKR 018 -576 1622 i 1
i el 1) (PL4R) ! BULETIN MUTIARA ;
1 1
1 . ]
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i Keep yourself updated through SMS blast, 1
1 " th 1
Ho Leng Hong (PKR) 017 - 487 2767 : Type “ADD ME” and send to 010 333 1758 :
| EDITORIAL !
1 .
Omar Hassan (PAS) 019 - 571 8031 ' Editor :
| Chan Lilian (English) 1
! Tam Poh Guek (Chinese) i
Ahmad Kaswan Kassim 019 - 408 4899 ] G.Revatic (Tamil) !
(PAS) I Writer 1
el @ _ : 1 Danny Ooi (English) 1
CHEREREE R Ao : Caleb Yeoh (English) :
my | Nazleen Najeeb (English) i
Wong Chee Keet 012- 451 1312 ] Shum Jian Wei (Chinese) i
1 J. Patmavathy(Tamil) \
(NGO) 1 '
- - ! Photographers : i
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04-508 0039 (Tel) i Chan Lilian, Law Suun Ting, !
(NGO 04-657 0918 (Fax) i Alissala Thian, Ahmad Adil Muhamad and 1 19hb Julai
NP ! Mark James | q
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Cancer awareness rowers
stars of Dragon Boat Festival

Story and pix by Mark James

CANCERLINK Foundation Pen-
ang, a cancer awareness and sup-
port group, stole the limelight at
this year‘s International Penang
Dragon Boat Festival by drawing
in four Australian teams compris-
ing of cancer awareness activists
and even cancer survivors.

According to Cancerlink‘s
founder and chief coordinator
Ruth Chong, their participation
this year is to raise awareness
amongst the people.

“Our society still has not
fully integrated cancer aware-
ness and cancer patients also
refrain from social activities
such as this because they may
feel unhealthy or frail.”

“However, this dragon boat
race is a team sport and it can
help them work in a team along-
side other patients, survivors
and activists,” she said during a
phone interview.

For those interested in lend-

Law with Team Pink Victory (Aussie Kookaburras/Koalas) from Australia who were the crowd
favourites championing cancer awareness in this year‘s Penang International Dragon Boat Festival.

ing a helping hand to Cancerlink
or looking to find guidance if
afflicted with the disease, you
may do so by directly contacting
Chong at 012-4574917.

The Penang International

Dragon Boat Festival has been
running for the past 35 years,
traditionally organised by the
state governmnent.

This year saw 10 interna-
tional teams from Thailand,

Australia, Singapore, Indonesia,
the Philippines and Hong Kong
taking part.

State exco for Tourism De-
velopment and Culture Law
Heng Kiang in his speech said

the state government will con-
tinue giving support to this event
which has now grown to be
known as a tradition for the
state.

“We are proud to be the only
state in Malaysia to run this
dragon boat race every year and
we will continue to do so to in-
spire more people to pick up this
amazing sport,” he said.

After all the pleasantries were
exchanged, the two-day dragon
boat event on June 7 and 8 pro-
ceeded smoothly and several
teams made their mark in dragon
boating history.

Among those that were made
champions in their respective
categories were; Bangkok Sam-
utprakarn Thailand Dragon Boat
(International Premier Open),
Team Indonesia (International
Premier Mix), Penang Forwards
Sports Club A (International
Open above 40) and Water War-
riors (International Premier
Women).

Miss Yukata new attraction for Bon Odori

EXCO for Tourism Development and
Culture Danny Law Heng Kiang said
visitors to the Penang Bon Odori Fes-
tival 2014 at the Esplanade on July 19,
can expect an evening of fun, food and
free performances.

Handicraft and food will be on sale
as well as games at 80 stalls will also
be set up at the venue.

The event will start at 6pm.

“Anew feature of this year’s festival
is the Miss Yukata Contest which has
attracted 20 entries so far. Ten finalists
will be selected from among the con-
testants in a preliminary round on July
13 for the finals which will be held
during the Bon Odori Festival.

“The yukata is a one-piece informal
traditional Japanese outfit worn during
festivals,” Law told a press conference
at Komtar recently.

For details of the contest, call Choo
at 012-4337063.

Closing date for entries is June 30.

Meanwhile, Law said among the
presentations are a drum performance
by the Penang Japanese School and Bon
Odori dances by several local groups.

There will also be Yosakoi and Soran-
bushi dances by 80 students from SM
Sultan Abdul Halim in Jitra, Kedah.

Two groups from Japan performing
at the event are the Dagaya Japanese
traditional music group and Aisho Tra-
ditional Folk Dance Group.

Dagaya, from Nagoya City, is an
ensemble of musicians playing various
kinds of Japanese musical instruments
such as the Taiko (drum), Shinobue
(bamboo flute) and Shamisen (Japanese
guitar).

dance style which is one of the three
biggest Bon Odori dances in Japan.
Gujo Odori is a Bon Festival held
every summer in Gujo, Gifu Prefecture.
There will also be a fireworks display
by the Penang Japanese Association at

. . . ~ Law (sixth from left) joining other organising committee members in displaying
Aisho specialises in the Gujo Odori the Bon Odori 2014 promotion sticker.

10pm.

The Penang Bon Odori Festival 2014
is jointly organised by the Penang State
Tourism Office, Consulate-General of
Japan in Penang, Malaysian Japanese

Society, Penang Japanese Association,
Japan Graduates Association of Malay-
sia (northern branch), Penang Japanese
Language Society and Association of
Overseas Technical Scholarship.



Gender equality is good for all

By Karen Lai, Programme
Manager - Women’s Empow-
erment and Leadership,
PWDC

THE Penang State Committee on
‘Women, Family and Community
Development, in collaboration
with PWDC, proudly organised
the very first National Women
Leaders Empowerment Confer-
ence 2014 from May 16 to 18,
2014 at the Traders Hotel Penang
which gathered over 50 women
leaders from 8 different states
across the country.

Adopting the United Nations
International Women’s Day
theme for 2014, “Equality for
Women, Progress for All”, par-
ticipants explored the concept of
substantive equality and why it
is important not only for women
but also for men and society as
a whole.

Participants agreed that the dif-
ferent needs of women and men

must be recognised
and respected when
decisions are being
made at all levels.
By empowering
women to take on
leadership roles,
they can share the
heavy responsibili-
ties now largely car-
ried by men.
Despite increasing
numbers of women
receiving tertiary ed-
ucation and in various
professions and sectors of employ-
ment, the numbers do not neces-
sarily translate to their meaningful
representation in terms of leader-
ship and decision making.
Although women make up
50% of the population, as at 2013,
only around 10% of Members of
Parliament and 11% of State As-
semblypersons were women.
Similar figures apply for women
councillors in Local Councils.

Similarly, women are concen-
trated in the lower rungs of civil
service but rarely make it to the
highest categories.

Overall, Malaysia’s ranking in
the Global Gender Gap Index that
measures how well the women in
this country are faring has been
dropping steadily from 72 in 2006
to 102 (out of 130 countries) in
2013 : just above Cambodia and
well below the Philippines, Laos,

Participants at the conference agree that equality for women is progress for all.

Singapore, Laos, Thailand, Viet-
nam, Indonesia and Brunei.
Atthis conference, participants
identified three key strategies as
priorities:
1. To establish or improve sup-
port systems and mechanisms
such as childcare facilities and
subsidies, and allowances for do-
mestic help, especially for elected
representatives including Mem-
bers of Parliament and State As-

semblypersons.

2. To increase capacity building
and development for women, to
help them become stronger leaders
in society, working side by side
with male leaders to bring pro-
gress for all.

3. To work on changing mind
sets of women and men in society,
and to move towards the establish-
ment of a new paradigm of part-
nership, mutual support and shar-
ing of resources and responsibili-
ties between the genders.

Not enough recognition is
given to the critical role women
play in upholding the home, fam-
ily, community and society at
large.

It is important to raise the
awareness of women and men on
the gender gaps, the norms and
stereotypes that perpetuate wom-
en’s subordinate status and the
benefits that a more equal balance
of power will bring to the nation
as a whole.

MPPP prioritises awareness
on gender knowledge and
good governance principles

TO increase MPPP’s staff awareness on gender
knowledge and good governance, Penang
Women’s Development Corporation (PWDC)
in collaboration with the Municipal Council
of Penang Island (MPPP) has scheduled a
series of workshops and briefings on these
topics throughout 2014.

Hence on 22nd —24th of April 2014, MPPP
organised a briefing entitled “Gender, Good
Governance, Gender Responsive Participatory
Budgeting (GRPB) and Introduction to PWDC
for MPPP personnel of grade 17 — 48. Held
over three days the briefing was attended by
around eighty people each day. As such, around
two hundred forty (240) MPPP staff benefited
from the briefing and have been exposed to
gender and good governance principles.

By providing this platform MPPP has dem-
onstrated their commitment to assist their
personnel to have a better understanding of
the concept and definition of gender, appreci-
ate the principles and practices of good gov-
ernance, and also recognise the efforts and
accomplishments achieved by PWDC in col-
laboration with the two local authorities (LA),
MPPP and MPSP.

These briefings and workshops are part
of PWDC'’s long term capacity building
plans to disseminate to local authority staff
the need to be aware and understand the
issues of gender and the principles of good
governance.

Penang leads: promoting good governance through
outcome based budgeting with a gender perspective

THE Penang state government is making
headway in integrating gender into the
local governments budgeting process. To
help equip the local government officials
with some of the requisite skills and
knowledge the state government through
the Penang Women’s Development Cor-
poration (PWDC) has organised a series
of capacity building sessions for the two
local councils MPPP and MPSP.

The latest in this series of training is
the workshop entitled: “STRATEGIC
PLANNING UNDER OUTCOME
BASED BUDGETING”.

This was a follow-up to the recent
Asian Regional Conference on Gender
Responsive Budgeting and a workshop
on integrating Gender into the local au-
thority’s budgeting process held in Febru-
ary 2014.

To conduct this workshop, PWDC
invited Encik Mohd Sakeri bin Abdul
Kadir—the Deputy Head of the Outcome
Based Budgeting Project Team, Budget
Management Division, Ministry of Fi-
nance Malaysia. Encik Sakeri is part of
a team of experts who are the pioneers
for implementing OBB in Malaysia.

Basically OBB is an outcome based
management system that requires careful
and detailed planning and with monitor-
ing and evaluation measures built in to
ensure achievement of the desired out-

come. In short, it’s not just
to “do the right thing” but to
“do the right thing right”.

The workshop was at-
tended by several Council-
lors and Heads of Depart-
ments from both local coun-
cils, MPPP and MPSP. Al-
most forty decision makers
from the two local councils
attended the ‘hands on’ train-
ing and from the interaction
and feedback obtained the
participants were very ex-
cited about the topic and
many shared that they were
looking forward to more of such follow
on workshops in future.

YB Chong Eng the State Exco for
Youth and Sports and Women, Family
and Community Development and also
as Chairperson of the Board of Directors
of PWDC was on hand to officiate the
opening of the workshop.

In her opening address, YB Chong
Eng thanked the facilitator who is from
the Ministry Of Finance, for sharing his
knowledge on OBB. She expressed her
appreciation that on matters of good
governance Federal and State agencies
actually worked with and supported one
another.

YB Chong Eng, reminded all present

YB Chong Eng with YB Fuziah Salleh (MP Kuantan)
and YB Siti Zailah Yusof (National Head of Dewan
Muslimat PAS).

that politicians may come and go but that
the civil servants remain as the backbone
of the administration.

Hence she highlighted that in order to
sustain good governance practices, the
State with the assistance of agencies like
PWDC work towards institutionalising
Gender Responsive Participatory Budg-
eting (GRPB) and Outcome Based
Budgeting (OBB).

It is through training sessions such as
this that the personnel are equipped with
the necessary knowledge and skills to
realise good governance practices.

So once again Penang leads in good
governance and best practice to achieving
the status of an international city.
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Going green in a big way

Story and Pix by Chan Lilian

SINCE Pakatan Rakyat (PR)
took over the Penang State Gov-
ernment administration in 2008,
much has been said about going
green.

Penangites young and old
have in one way or another
adopted the “green” effort.

Some embrace the green
hype, live and breathe it, while
others, albeit reluctantly, have
to get used to some of the new
policies adopted since PR be-
came the state government.

For example, the “No Free
Plastic Bag” policy, where eve-
ryone learned to live with less
plastic bags.

The latest is the enforcement
of the “No Smoking Zone” in
the heritage enclave of George
Town. And in the pipeline, ef-
forts are being made to “incen-
tivise” organic waste whereby
the people will be made aware
how to recycle organic waste.

“Organic waste makes up
40% - 60% of solid waste, tak-

ing up landfill
space and cost-
ing a lot of mon-
ey to the local
municipal coun-
cils in disposing
them. Hence, we
want to incentiv-
ise household
solid waste
source separa-
tion, with a focus
on maximising
the quality and
quantity of sepa-
rated organic
wastes,” e€Xxco
member for Wel-
fare, Caring So-
ciety and Envi-
ronment Phee Boon Poh said at
a workshop held on June 10 in
Seberang Jaya.

The workshop — “Penang
Output-Based Payment Pro-
gramme for Incentivising Or-
ganic Waste Separation” - was
held on June 9 and 10 on both
the island and mainland.

Exco member for Local Gov-

ernment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow officiated the workshop
on June 9.

“We are looking into incen-
tive payments, whether in cash
or kind to reward and encourage
the people to recycle their or-
ganic waste. It is also to bring
about behavioural changes,”

(From left) Phee, Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) chief Maimunah
Shariff, council secretary Rozali Mohamud and Dr. Mushtaq exchanging souvenirs
at the workshop.

Chow said.

“The World Bank and UNEP-
IETC have chosen Penang as
one of its pilot projects in Asia
to implement this programme.
So far, we have successfully
turned our green waste into
compost at the Ampang Jajar
Transfer Station and at the Jelu-
tong dumpsite,” he added.

“In heeding the international
call to reduce our carbon foot-
print, as well as to avoid meth-
ane generation, we have created
and used various technologies.
The Bio-regen food waste pro-
cessing machine and methodol-
ogy that converts food waste
into bio-liquid fertiliser is one
example. This method is imple-
mented in wet markets in Pen-
ang, hawker centres and high-
rise apartments.”

In conclusion, Chow re-
minded everyone: “Just remem-
ber that whatever you can imple-
ment in your residential area
will make a change in the status
of our environment in Penang.
This will make a difference to
our future generations who will
inherit Penang from us!”

UNEP-IETC representative
Dr. Mushtag Memon and the
World Bank’s Marcus Lee and
Renee Ho together with Louis
Raynaud from UC, Berkeley
USA shared with workshop
participants the possibilities of
turning trash into cash.

Millions saved by
reducing rubbish

RUBBISH reduced, millions of ringgit saved.

This is probably not something Penangites
could visualise when they were first asked to
stop using plastic bags and switch to recycla-
ble bags.

Besides that, Penangites were constantly
reminded and given awareness programmes
on recycling through the 4Rs — Rethink, Re-
duce, Reuse and Recycle.

These efforts paid off when statistics
showed the reduction in the number of tonnes
of solid waste.

For the Penang Island Municipal Council,
a whopping RM4 million is saved per year
because the number of tonnes of rubbish has
reduced from 750 tonnes/day to 550 tonnes/
day.

Meanwhile, for the Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council, they are proud that the recy-
cling rate has increased to 32.7% from
20.82%.

In 2008, the MPSP, being the biggest coun-
cil in the country, disposed of 1,293 tonnes
per day but this number has reduced to 1,171
tonnes despite a population increase. This
shows that the people are now more aware and
are pitching together to save Mother Earth.

Making cash from trash

THE United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and the World
Bank, in collaboration with the
state government, have identified
six selected high-rise buildings in
Penang to implement the separa-
tion of food waste to be turned into
liquid fertiliser.

The six locations are Taman
Pelangi, Lebuh Macallum; River
Road low-cost flats; The Peak, Mt
Erskine; Park View, Harbour
Place, Butterworth; Taman Pan-
dan, Butterworth and Taman Tan-
jung Indah, Butterworth

Members of the media were
taken on a tour of the River Road
low-cost flats project where a unit
of the Bio-regen food waste pro-
cessing machine is used by the
residents.

The machine costing RM 18,000
is a local Penang-made innovation

that has now spread to other parts of the world such
as Australia, Europe and will soon make inroads into

China too.

Currently, the state government is developing in-
centive schemes to further encourage waste minimisa-

A resident of River Road low-cost flats showing assemblymember for
Sungai Pinang Lim Siew Khim (second from left) how he turns food waste
into fertiliser using the Bio-Regen machine.

tion but as to-date the incentive is in kind through
food vouchers for those who bring in their food wastes
for recycling.

Meanwhile, a high-level committee has been
formed to help formulate and develop state legislation
to deal with waste separation at source.
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Recycling used computers

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THIS year was a special occa-
sion for the Penang Computer
Recycling Program as it marked
its 10-year anniversary since its
initiation in February 2004.

To commemorate this mile-
stone, this year’s programme
was celebrated on a bigger scale
as the 10th Anniversary Cele-
bration Penang Island Com-
puter Recycling Carnival, held
at Sunshine Farlim on June 8.

Making this an even bigger
occasion, this carnival is one of
three which will be held from
June till August at the various
Sunshine outlets in Penang.

The event was officiated by
state exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation,
Chow Kon Yeow, who com-
mended all related organisations
who have seen the programme

Chow (third from left) posing with the organising committee of this year’s Penang Computer Recycling

Program.

through over the past decade.
“In the past 10 years, this
programme has run consistently
and successfully through a
smart partnership between the
government, private sector and

the community with major part-
ners like Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP), Dell
Global Business Center, Sun-
shine Group of Companies,
IRM Industries Sdn Bhd and

PEEWOG (Penang Environ-
ment and Waste Working
Group),” Chow said.

He added that the programme
continues to be a good example
to the whole country, with many

individuals from other states
and other countries coming to
study it.

The carnival’s main draw was
the used computer collection
which rewarded contributors
who brought at least Skg worth
of used computers with one
lucky draw coupon.

Prizes for the lucky draw
were sponsored by Dell Global
Business Centre and IRM In-
dustries Sdn Bhd.

Before ending his speech,
Chow touched again on the
importance of proper computer
disposal.

“We need to collect used
computers and their accessories
to prevent them from polluting
our environment with the toxic
substances they contain like
lead, mercury, arsenic and other
heavy metals. These substances
if left out in the open and over
long periods of time would harm
our environment.”

Transport master plan projects

EXCO member for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow
said the state government will be
calling for a Request For Proposal
(RFP) in August for companies to
bid to be the Project Delivery Part-
ner (PDP) in the state’s Penang
Transport Master Plan strategy.

The PDP would act as a consult-
ant in the implementation of the
master plan.

The appointed PDP must be a
reliable partner to the state to en-
sure the projects’ delivery.

“They have to oversee all the
projects with costs estimated at
RM27 billion. These costs cover
highway infrastructure (RM16
billion), public transport (RM9
billion) with institutional costs at
RMO905 million,” he said during a
presentation at the State Secre-
tariat Office in Komtar on June 12.

State Secretariat Office (local
government division) chief engi-
neer Lim Thean Heng presented a
slide show on the role of PDP.

Chow said any interested com-
pany or consortium could take part
in the RFP.

“Their proposal must include
project sustainability, feasibility
and financial model of the master
plan projects.

“They will also have to include
their fees in the proposal should
they be appointed as PDP.

“Submission of the proposals
must be within three months after
the RFB is called,” he added.

Chow said the appointed PDP
had to ensure that the projects
complied with government poli-
cies and procedures, and obtain all
relevant approvals.

“The PDP must always practise
“top to toe” accountability from
planning, procurement, designing,
specifications, project manage-
ment, testing, commissioning and
handover,” he added.

“Among other responsibilities
are funding plans and securing the
funding. The PDP would act as a
consultant to the state,” Chow
said.

He added that the PDP was al-
lowed to propose changes to the
projects stated in the master plan
but the Penang Government had
the final say on implementation.

Concerned over hostel for foreign workers

PENANG Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) councillor Chris
Lee Chun Kit, who recently vis-
ited the Prestige V housing area in
Batu Maung, said he has received
numerous complaints from resi-
dents there who alleged that some
of the houses in their neighbour-
hood are being used as hostels for
foreign workers.

“We will highlight the issue to
the council and will propose for a
committee to be set up to look into
the matter. The council will also
investigate whether the owners of
the units which were rented out to the foreign-
ers had breached any by-laws,” he told news-
men when met at the residential area.

“We are pursuing the matter and hope to
come out with a suitable solution for the
residents there whilst providing proper shelter
to the migrants,” he added.

Meanwhile, five residents, said to be speak-
ing on behalf of the others, claimed that some
25 of the 81 houses at the new residential area
in Lorong Bidara had been turned into hostels
over the past six months.

One resident, who declined to be identified,
said they were afraid for their safety and se-
curity.

He added that he had lodged three police

Some of the houses rented out to foreigners.

reports about a break-in and attempted break-
ins from December last year till now.

“Most of the families here have young
children and they are afraid to allow them to
play outside their houses. Even adults do not
go for morning walks or jogging anymore,”
he said.

He claimed that the foreigners did not take
care of cleanliness of their surrounding areas
and usually dumped their rubbish outside their
premises.

He also claimed that while most of the unit
owners started moving in at the beginning of
this year, several others are still hesitating
after realising that a big group of foreigners
are staying there.
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Variety of platters that could tantalise your taste buds.

2014

IN the mood for a Chinese soupy platter but
with a local Malay spicy touch?

Well, wait no more people.

Head on down to Tom Tom Bak Restaurant
to indulge in their delicious steamboat pre-
pared with peanut sauce on the side to sat-
isfy your palette.

This colourful corner shop in uptown
Sunway Tunas, Bayan Lepas, proved a joyful
Saturday dinner experience.

The two-storey eatery promises an array
of choices — various soups, fresh meat and
poultry options, vegetables and mushrooms,
wide range of fish balls and seafood items,
beans, rice and noodle items — in four differ-
ent steamboat sets or specially custom-made
set.

My tasting adventure began with cold Ipoh
Lay Chee Kang, filled with kiwi, nata de
koko, pearls of different flavours in the “mata
kucing” drinks.

Next came the spicy own house specialty paste to-
myum soup and plain soup boiled side by side plus
more than 10 plates of options including prawns,
chicken and fish fillet and a little yellow noodle or rice
vermicelli and vegetables.

It made my Upin & Ipin set for two an awesome
experience despite the sweltering heat and humid
weather.

And this value-for-money meal cost my friend and
I only RM36! Unbelievable!

A set for four persons (Boboboi)
costs RM70 while the set for six
(Geng Bas Sekolah) is just RM104.

For customers’ sat-
isfaction, Firdaus
makes the Tom Tom
Bak juice himself.

bule
.
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Your meal can be custom-
made, with various choices
of noodles and meat.

Hurry! Get your hotpot adventure on the move.

Steamboat options are from 5.30pm till midnight.

Complete the meal with their Tom Tom Bak juice,
an amazing giant cup of orange, laici and longan mix
or fruit juices, especially their famous soursop juice.

The drinks really quench your thirst from the steam-
boat buffet.

Taglined Resipi Bonda (Mum’s Recipe), owner
Farhana Mohd Tahir, 24, said during the lunch hour
(11am to 3pm), Tom Tom Bak also offers fish head
curry and varieties of excellent dishes ranging from
asam pedas to daging goreng kicap, a special recipe
from her grandmother.

Fridays is an especially busy day as it is when their
tomato rice with ayam masak merah is served.

Tom Tom Bak’s top floor is used for private functions
and can accommodate up to 100 people.

“We can accommodate any function, even weddings,
with early bookings,” said restaurant manager Firdaus
Othman.

Firdaus is glad the restaurant receives many custom-
ers from different backgrounds.

As Ramadan arrives, turn to this outlet for a different
take on your buka puasa or sahur meals.

The buka puasa promotion is RM25 per adult and
RM12 per child.

A lucky draw with prizes worth RM2,000 awaits
customers who dine in from July 1 till July 16.

My food hunt ended with the fabulous mixed fruits
with ice cream for dessert.

But the taste of the steamboat is unforgettable. Can’t
wait to bring the whole Buletin Mutiara Team here
ASAP.

For details or to make reservations, call 019-4561645
(Farhana) or 012-5305374 (Firdaus).

The restaurant is closed on Sundays.



Ending Batu Uban flood woes

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by Watawa Nataf Zulkifli

RESIDENTS of Taman Desa Baru, Sungai Dua and Jalan Changkat Min-
den 3,5 and 6 can now feel relieved after knowing the state has taken swift

action to resolve the floods in the areas.

“It is sad that the application to the previous government to widen and
upgrade the drains in Taman Desa Baru took 10 years while Changkat
Minden took almost 15 years,” said Batu Uban assemblymember T. Jaya-

balan who visited the two locations on May 28.

“We have been receiving complaints on the project but I can assure floods

will be minimised soon,” added Jayabalan.

Jayabalan was glad the upgrading projects were carried out quickly as

those areas are prone to flood during heavy rain.

Under the Local Traffic Management and Flood Mitigation funds, an
allocation of RM1.25 million was made for Changkat Minden - covering
680 metres of upgraded drain and which is expected to be completed this

month.

Meanwhile, the Taman Desa Baru project will be completed at a cost of

RM200,000 within two weeks.

Jayabalan (right) showing to the residents the
drain upgrading works that have begun.

Calling all ‘green’ talents

THE Penang Green Council (PGC) invites everyone to
participate in the Penang Green Video Contest 2014 and
Penang Green Journalism Award 2014 in conjunction
with the yearly Penang International Green Carnival
(PIGC).

“We organise contests and carnivals to increase public
concerns on the ecosystem and at the same time educate
and promote green practices in saving our nature,” said
Komtar assemblymember Ng Wei Aik, who is also the
organizing chairman of Penang Green Citizen Pro-
gramme in a press statement on May 29.

Ng urged all Penangistes to download the Wallipop
app where videos promoting the carnival on Sept 13-14
can be obtained by scanning the mural arts in Jalan
Muntri, Lebuh Armenian and Lebuh Cannon.

The interactive approach introduced by NetPix and
UP Creative Media hopes to lure more visitors to the
carnival.

You can show off your video skills by capturing green

practices in Penang in a three-minute footage for the
video contest.

A grand prize of RM5,000 is up for grabs followed by
second prize RM4,000 and third prize of RM3,000.

Meanwhile, those interested can also enter one of the
three categories offered in the Journalism Award news
report, features writing or photojournalism.

Submit your news reports and features in any of the
four languages - English, Bahasa Melayu, Chinese or
Tamil. Writings must be published in any newspaper,
magazines or news portal between May 1,2013 and July
13,2014.

Cash prizes worth up to RM26,000 await outstanding
news reports and features.

Deadline for all contests is July 31.

Expectations are high that this year many will support
the noble event compares to the last.

In 2013, PGC received 19 entries for the Journalism
Award and 27 videos for the Video Contest.

Ng(centre) and the team ready to give their best in making the contests a success.

Unclear ownership claim

LINE Clear Nasi Kandar Restaurant needs
no further introduction as food lovers would
make a beeline for it to try the delectable
taste of Penang Indian- Muslim home cooked
meals.

But a family feud related to rotation of
ownership has led to various problems and
now the local authority has been forced to
step in.

The Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) has called all partners to resolve
their rotation issues and made it clear why
the famous brand of Penang is falling apart.

“We give them two weeks to come to an
understanding before we take action,” said
MPPP Licensing Division director Azman
Sirun on June 2.

The most talked about icon of Penang is
on the verge of being evicted, according to
the MPPP by-laws, if the matter remains
unresolved.

Partner Abdul Hamid Seeni Pakir alleg-
edly violated the yearly rotation agreement
made in the 1960s when he refused to give
up the restaurant which he has operated in
2008.

Thus, three other partners, Sahubarali
China, Abdul Latiff Thulkarunai and Pathu-
mah Iskandar, came forward to claim their
right.

They have even resorted to setting up
stalls near the restaurant which is seen as
unhygienic.

MPPP, while hoping the issue will be set-
tled amicably, will also ensure hawkers
comply with the cleanliness standards and
hopes there will be no more dispute in future.



buletin
m June 16 - 30, 2014 MLITGE O

Updates from the YB’s Facebook

Exco member Chow Kon Yeow Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ChowKonYeow

On June 19, Rapid Penang put into service 15 new fully-seated buses for the free
shuttle service from Seberang Perai to Bayan Lepas. The state government spends RM1.9
million yearly to provide this free bus service.

Exco member Jagdeep Singh Deo @ https://www.
facebook.com/jagdeepsingh.deo.7

Proud father, Jagdeep Singh Deo with his fourth
son born on June 19 which is also the birthday of his
brother, Gobind Singh Deo. Jagdeep posted on his
Facebook “With my baby 19.6.14 my miracle. For you
papa” referring to the late Karpal Singh.

Exco member Dr. Afif Bahardin @ https://www.
facebook.com/drafif130585

Dr. Afif Bahardin launched the Relay for Life
together with MAKNA National Cancer Coun-
cil Malaysia) on June 19 at the Penang Youth
Park. Relay For Life is to bring awareness on
cancer and to celebrate those who have fought
against cancer.

Exco member Danny Law Heng Kiang @ https://www.face-
book.com/exco.danny

Danny Law updates his Facebook almost instantly because
he will take photos during events and if he cannot do so, he
will ask people around him to do it on his iPad. One of his
recent entries is the Putrajaya floats. He said, “Invited by
Tourism Ministry Malaysia to the Magic Of the Night opening

ceremony on June 14 where 14 states send their floats for the Exco member Phee Boon Poh @ https://www.facebook.com/pheeboonpoh

competition . After seeing all the floats, I believe Penang will Phee updates his Facebook regularly and he personally take photos using his
win the Champion on the final 22 June 2014 at Putrajaya Ma- handphone. One can get information about state matters under Phee’s portfolio
rina.” and also follow Phee on his daily routines. Phee captured a photo of beautiful

Penang on June 15.
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New hotel a boost
to tourism sector

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

GEORGE Town will have another new
hotel to boast of when the G Hotel
Kelawai opens by the end of this year.
“G Hotel Kelawai will be the new-
est lifestyle hotel with comfort and
service. By and large, much planning
and effort has gone into the construc-
tion of this hotel and I want to thank
all those involved in making it hap-
pen,” said G Hotel director Phuah
Choon Meng in his speech at the
topping-off ceremony in the presence
of Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.
Also present were Malaysia Tour-
ism Promotion Board director Harun
Pilus, exco for Tourism and Cultural
Development Danny Law Heng Kiang,
G Hotel director Phuah Ken Lin and
its general manager Michael Hanratty.
“I hope G Hotel Kelawai will give
Penangites something to be proud of.
This ceremony will be a symbol that
another iconic hotel is set to serve
them,” Choon Meng added.
Meanwhile, Lim said as a boost to
the tourism industry, G Hotel Kelawai
will be able to spur the state’s econo-

Choon Meng (fourth from left), Lim (fifth from left) and other VIPs at the ceremony.

my with its strategic location in the
hustle and bustle of Jalan Kelawai, a
parallel road to Gurney Drive.

“Built in a very convenient site, the
hotel is close to two major shopping
malls — Gurney Plaza and Gurney
Paragon - where tourists can find a
vast variety of brands to choose from.

“Another plus point is that G Hotel
Kelawai is very close to the Unesco
world heritage sites in George Town.

“This will help in the Visit Malaysia
Year 2014 campaign as tourists who
come to Penang may visit interesting
and preserved cultural buildings with
history dating back as far as the 19th

IFOODex back for 15th year

PENANG is synonymous with food.

And, without doubt, the best con-
sumer food exhibition in Malaysia
has to be organised here.

Yearly, millions of tourists come
to Penang to savour the delicacies
we have to offer, especially our
world renowned street food such as
Penang laksa and char koay teow.

“Apart from the street food, Pen-
ang is also home to many interna-
tional food manufacturers, many of
which are participating here at iFoo-
dex,” exco for Domestic Trade,
Consumer Affairs and Religious
Affairs Datuk Abdul Malik Abul
Kassim said when officiating the
expo held at Subterranean Penang
International Conference and Exhi-
bition Centre (SPICE) in Bayan
Baru recently.

Among those present were M2
Events Sdn Bhd chairman Datuk
Victor Hoo, chief executive officer

Andrew Chan and its project execu-
tive Renee Ang.

M2 Events Sdn Bhd is the organ-
iser of iFoodex 2014.

Organised successfully and con-
secutively for the 15th year in a row,
iFoodex recently won the 21st Cen-
tury Prestigious Brand Awards from
the Asia Entrepreneur Alliance for
consistency in its branding and its
success in delivering results for
exhibiting companies.

iFoodex 2014, sponsored by Eco-
Brown, Dai Dai Dong and Sky Exim,
focused on two major sectors - halal
food and health and beauty food —
and featured food products from
more than seven countries like Ma-
laysia, Singapore, Pakistan, Korea,
China, Germany and the United
States.

The three-day expo attracted
some 60,000 local and international
visitors.

century. In a way, this too will help
stimulate the economy,” he added.

Lim said with G Hotel Kelawai
opening this year, Penangites can look
forward to interesting new concepts,
new food and beverage outlets that
will certainly uplift the living stand-
ards and create a new vibrancy.

Malik (right) and Chan (left) taking a tour of the participating booths at the expo.
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Football

Fever

Story by Chan Lilian

FOOTBALL fever is sweeping the worl
and Penang is not spared.

To mark the World Cup in Brazil,
football matches are being organised by
various groups including the Village
Security and Development Committee
(JKKK) for the people.

The Penang state leaders, led by the
Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Abdul
Rashid Hasnon, also took on the Malay-
sia Association of Hotels (MAH) mem-
bers for a friendly match at the Penang
City Stadium on June 23.

“The friendly match against MAH
ended in a 1-1 draw. However, MAH
won 4-3 after a penalty shootout,”said
exco member Law Heng Kiang who was
one of the better players alongside
Rashid.

The same morning, the Air Itam JKKK
also held a sports carnival for the people.
The Wong Hon Wai Cup was won by the
P. Ramlee B group.

Wong, who is Air [tam assemblymem-
ber, was unable to attend but in his place
Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh Deo
took time to be with the people from
morning till evening.

“We have a few Messis in the
making,”Ramkarpal joked while
referring to Argentine superstar Lionel
Messi.

When asked about his favourite team

Exco member Dr Afif is one of
the younger players and said
to be a rather aggressive one
who runs after his opponents.

LITTLE MESSI IN THE MAKING: Young footballers looking at Ramkarpal’s
kick-off at the launch of their 7-a-side football tournament. Behind Ram-
karpal (on the left) is Seri Delima assemblymember RSN Rayer.

in the World Cup, Ramkarpal said: “T am
adichard Argentina fan since I was a kid.
However, Holland is playing well and so
is Germany and can be considered as
favourites. The dark horses like Ivory
Coast are good too. It is always nice to
see the lesser known teams doing well as
it gives confidence to other nations.”

At the beginning of the World Cup,
members of the press had asked Chief

Minister Lim Guan Eng who he
favoured to win the Cup.

He said, “Traditionally I sup-
port Brazil but I am attracted to
the game played by the teams from Spain
and Argentina.”

Buletin Mutiara did a quick survey of
other state leaders and discovered that
Rashid favoured England but since their
exit, he now puts his hopes on Brazil.

Rashid (left) and Law (right) are not only good in
running the Penang state but they are also skillful
and full of stamina on the field.

Meanwhile, exco member Datuk Abdul
Malik Abul Kassim said he picks Ger-
many. As for exco member Dr. Afif
Bahardin, he said, “I support Germany
since World Cup 2006 because the team
is disciplined, has many younger players
and their team work is exemplary.”

How often do you see Penang exco members roughing it up on
the field? Well, that’s what they did here. Exco members Datuk
Abdul Malik (right), Afif and Rashid scoring a goal.
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