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2015 start

Story by Chan Lilian

WORK on quality commercial space,
focusing specifically on business pro-
cess outsourcing (BPO) activities, as
well as residential space with develop-
ment value of over RM 1.2 billion, will
begin next year.

The announcement came from The
Economic Development Innovations
Singapore Pte Ltd (EDIS) on Oct 14 in
Singapore during the Penang Invest-
ment Mission led by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng.

EDIS, a company focused on devel-
oping integrated townships , announced
its plans for a 2.7 hectare site in Penang
for an integrated mixed-use develop-
ment, called BPO Prime.

Located within the Bayan Baru town-
ship, it will provide quality commercial
space, focusing specifically on business
process outsourcing (BPO) activities, as
well as residential space.

When completed, the gross develop-
ment value of this project is estimated
to be around S$500million
(RM1 .2billion).

In May 2014, Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) and Temasek inked
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the intention to form a
joint-venture company to develop BPO
Prime and the Penang International
Technology Park (PITP).

The total gross development value of
BPO Prime and PITP is estimated at

for BPO Prime

S$4 4billion (RM11 4billion).

EDIS is the master development
manager of the project, providing pro-
ject management services to the joint-
venture company.

“BPO Prime will set a new benchmark
for an integrated and sustainable develop-
ment in Penang with quality Work-Live-
Learn-Play facilities. The BPO Prime
will be a key landmark in Penang, and
will stand out from other existing devel-
opments, as it is designed to be the tallest
building in the south of the island, provid-
ing best in class office space,” said
Philip Yeo, chairman of EDIS.

“Penang’s outsourcing sector saw
more than a 20% increase in revenue
last year. BPO Prime is a priority project
that is part of the state government’s
plans to transform Penang into an inter-
national outsourcing hub.

“BPO Prime will strengthen our in-
frastructure and support the rapidly
growing BPO industry here. We hope to
attract international companies to Pen-
ang, as they will benefit from the excel-
lent facilities, easy accessibility and
competitive rates,” said Lim.

The location is also convenient for
the business community and it is di-
rectly opposite the Subterranean Penang
International Convention & Exhibition
Centre (SPICE).

BPO Prime is in close proximity to
shopping malls, an international school
and private hospital, making it an ideal
address for both businesses and residents.

A very

http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

A map showing the location of the BPO Prime provided by EDIS.

The ground-breaking ceremony is set
to take place next year.

The office towers will provide qual-
ity commercial space, with energy ef-
ficient features and a floor-plate size of
at least 20,000 sq ft.

This large floor-plate, which is cur-
rently not available in Penang, caters
to the needs of BPO operations and
provides businesses the flexibility to
design their own office space to max-
imise efficiency.
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Penang on Bloomberg

Lim on Bloomberg TV.

Story by Chan Lilian

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng was recently
interviewed on Bloomberg TV in Singapore
during his trip there on Oct 14.

In “First Up” on Bloomberg, Lim was asked
“Why invest in Penang?”

In the five minute airtime he had, Lim said,
“We want to tell the investors in Singapore dur-
ing this investment mission is to put Penang on
the map. We have all the attributes required for
an ideal location for investors. We believe pas-
sionately that human talent is the ‘new oil’ for
the 21st centry and Penang has them in abun-
dance.”

Lim was in Singapore with exco members
Chow Kon Yeow and Lim Hock Seng, Datuk
Mokhtar Jait, the Penang State Financial Of-
ficer, Datuk Rosli Jaafar who is Penang Devel-

opment Corporation general manager, Datuk
Lee Kah Choon and Loo Lee Lian, its general
manager.

They were there to meet the Singapore busi-
ness community and relevant investors. A road
show on inviting tenders for the RM27 billion
Public Transport Master Plan will also be held
in Singapore.

On Bloomberg, Lim pointed out: “Penang is
poised to receive investors who may want to
think of another locaton where they can diver-
sify their risks and markets. Penang has the
lifestyle to accommodate these expatriates.”

Lim said Penang offers a conducive environ-
ment where human talent can prosper as they
have job promotion opportunities.

He concluded that Penang can complement
Singapore in terms of manufacturing and ser-
vices sectors.
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Putrajaya trying to freeze
Penang investments?

Story by Caleb Yeoh

PUTRAJAYA has lost interest in drawing investors to
Penang, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said during a press
conference in Komtar recently.

Backing up his statement, Lim informed members of the
media of the drastic drop in new potential investors, referred
by MIDA (Malaysian Investment Development Authority)
to investPenang for this year.

“In total, the number of potential investors referred to
us by MIDA stands at two, from January to September,”
Lim said.

In 2011, MIDA referred 26 new investors to investPen-
ang; in 2012 there were 24, and last year MIDA recom-
mended 14 new investors to the state.

But this year, the number dropped to an all-time low of
only two.

“We don’t understand the drop in referred investors by
MIDA, and we feel that somehow, Penang has been left
out. We want to know MIDA’s investment target for Pen-
ang,” Lim added.

Lim also pointed out that investPenang had referred 17
new investors to MIDA in 2013 and 13 new investors from
January till September this year.

A day before Lim presented these facts and figures to
the media, International Trade and Industry Minister Datuk
Seri Mustapa Mohamed criticised Lim for alleging that
Putrajaya had frozen all efforts of MIDA to draw invest-
ments into Penang.

In response, Lim said that he will not be lured into a
squabble and make this into a political issue, but would
stand behind the numbers, which he presented to the media.

“I just want to point out the facts based on the figures
from MIDA. I will not respond to his (Mustapa) remarks
as foreign investment is too important an issue to be used
as a means of a personal attack or to be politicised,” Lim
said.

Despite the drop in referrals from MIDA, Lim pointed
out that Penang still stands strong and continues to receive
investments through its own means.

Last year, Penang recorded a total investment of RM3.9
billion, surpassing its target of RM 3 billion. As of Sep-
tember this year, Penang has recorded up to RM 3.1 billion
in total investments and is expected to reach its target of
RM4 billion for 2014.

Where is the promised RM1,200 BR1M payout?

loans from banks.

PRIME Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak recently tabled
Budget 2015 which he termed a “pro-rakyat” budget.

According to the Prime Minister, the exemptions,
new income tax rates and improved BR1M handouts
are aimed at reducing the burden of the lower income
group.

However, Chief Minster Lim Guan Eng has a few
comments about the recent announcement - first of
which is the increase of the BR1M cash handouts.

From the Budget 2015 announcement, Najib in-
formed Malaysians that the BR1IM would be in-
creased from RM650 to RM950.

But Lim pointed out that Najib had promised dur-
ing the campaign in the 13th general election last year

to increase the BR1M payout to RM1,200.

“He (Najib) should have increased the BR1M to
RM1,200, like he promised. This (Malaysia’s 2015
Budget), is proof that he has failed to keep his prom-
ise,” Lim said at the Budget 2015 Analysis Dinner
recently.

Another comment Lim made regarding the budget
was about Putrajaya’s offer of a 10% interest free
housing loan for the first 20,000 applicants under the
Youth Housing Scheme.

During a press conference in Prai, Lim said that
the aid was “indah khabar dari rupa”, roughly trans-
lated as “too good to be true”, as many people regard-
less of class and status are still finding it hard to get

“It does not make sense for the government to
make such an offer when the 10% loan itself depends
on whether people can get the bank loans first. The
biggest problem now is this. People still cannot get
loans from banks. The central bank is more strict with
its conditions for loan applicants,” Lim said.

Lim suggested that Bank Negara look into simpli-
fying its procedures and conditions for housing loan
applicants and for the developer interest-bearing
scheme (DIBS) to be revived for first-time house
buyers as this scheme requires developers to pay the
interest for the buyer’s loans during the construction
of a project.
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Charge Perkasa chief, says exco

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mark James

THE state exco has urged Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Department Nancy Shukri to direct
the Attorney-General (AG) to investigate and
charge Perkasa president Datuk Ibrahim Ali over
the Bible burning threat.

“The AG should charge Ibrahim under the
relevant law as his statement has caused dishar-
mony and destabilised peace. At the same time,
Ibrahim should retract his statement and apolo-
gise,” Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said.

The exco members had called a press confer-
ence at Komtar on Oct 17 and provided clear
evidence that there were in fact no cases of
Bibles with the term “Allah” being distributed
to Muslims in Penang.

Exco member for Islamic Affairs, Datuk Ab-
dul Malik Kassim explained that there were two
accusations but after investigations by the po-
lice, the state police chief had clarified that the
Bibles were actually in English and did not have
the word “Allah” in them.

In another case, although a person claimed
on his Facebook that Bibles in Bahasa Malaysia
were being distributed, he had refused to coop-
erate in the police investigation.

Therefore, Lim urged Nancy to correct her
wrong for defending Ibrahim without checking
her facts.

“Nancy is accountable for this. She should
ask the AG to check and charge Ibrahim.”

Malik (left), Lim and Penang Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon calling for Ibrahim to be charged
for his Bible burning threat.

Rayer sedition case deferred

THE two Sessions Courts have agreed to fix Nov 14 to ad-
dress the case of Seri Delima assemblymember RSN Rayer
who has been charged with sedition pending the decision on
the challenge on the Sedition Act 1948’s constitutionality on
Nov 5 and 6.

Kuala Lumpur Sessions Court judge Zanol Rashid Hussain
granted an application by associate professor Dr Azmi
Sharom in his challenge on the consititutionality of Section
4(1) of the Sedition Act.

Rayer faces two seperate sedition charges over allegedly
uttering anti-Umno remarks during the Bukit Gelugor by-
election ceramah on May 22 and earlier during the last
Penang State Assembly sitting on May 20.

Rayer’s defence counsel, Gobind Singh, made a verbal
application to Sessions court judges Zaharah Hussain and
Zulhazmi Abdullah who were agreeable to wait for the
Kuala Lumpur courts‘ decision.

Rayer who pleaded not guilty to a charge under Section
4(1)(b) of the Sedition Act 1948 (Act 15) and punishable
under Section 4(1) of the same act could face a fine of
RMS5.,000 or a jail sentence not more than three years or both
if found guilty.

Azmi also has pleaded not guilty in the Sessions Court
over his alleged seditious statements made regarding the
2009 Perak constitutional crisis on Sept 12.

Gobind (left) has obtained approval to fix Rayer’s (third from left) sedition case hearing on Nov 14
pending the Sedition Act’s constitutionality verdict. With them is Ramkarpal Singh (right).
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Vital role of co-operatives

Teh (left) addressing the crowd at the carnival at Komtar.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

AS of October 2014, some 631 co-operatives
have been registered in Penang, representing
about 5.78% of the total co-operatives regis-
tered in the country.

“The co-operatives have been playing a
significant role to boost economy in the state,”
Komtar assemblymember Teh Lai Heng said
when he launched a mini carnival, - “Co-op-

eratives and Businessmen” at Komtar on Oct
3.

Also present were the Northeast district of-
ficer Azizi Zakaria.

A total of 25 stalls representing various co-
operatives took part in the carnival from Oct
1to 3.

Teh urged the co-operative sector to be more
proactive in running their businesses, and in
the long term assist the state government in
boosting its economy.

Deepavali do for 250

Jagdeep (centre) handing over a hamper to a recipient at the charity luncheon.

SOME 250 under privileged people from 12
charity organisations were treated to a Deep-
avali luncheon held on Oct 12 at the Sri Ayap-
pan Seva Samajam temple at Lebuh Nambya
near George Town.

Datuk Keramat assemblymember Jagdeep

Singh Deo said this is the fourth year the func-
tion is being organised.

At the event, he handed out hampers and
goodie bags to the recipients. Also present
was the temple’s committee chairman, J.
Davindran.

AROUND TOWN

FREE PROGRAMME

D’HOME Mental Health Association will hold a free six-
module Family Link Education Programme for families and
caregivers of individuals with severe and persistent mental
illness. The course is on Oct 4 (10am to 12.30pm and 1pm
to 2.30pm) at 66,. Lintang Bukit Jambul, Bayan Lepas. For
details, call 04-6434432 or email to dhomepg@gmail.com.

LEVEL UP HANGOUT

REDBOX Studio is organising Level Up on a monthly basis.
Level Up is a free, casual networking and learning session
held on the third Thursday of each month from 7pm to 9pm.
Limited to the first 20 people who register. No walk-ins al-
lowed. For venue details, go to http://redboxstudio.com/
level-up/.

MANDARIN COURSE

HAN Chiang College Centre for Languages and Training
will organise the Elementary Communicative Mandarin start-
ing Oct 11 for eight consecutive Saturdays from 2.30pm to
4.30pm. The course will cover listening, speaking, writing/
grammar. For details, call HCCLT at 04-2831088 ext 146 or
email to info.hcclt@gmail.com

LAUNDRY SERVICE

NEED help with your laundry? Then come on to Kedai OKU
Dobi Pulau Pinang, Opposite Pacific Bakery, Unit 2B-104,
Phase 2, Ground Floor No 8, Konkos Satu, Komtar, Managed
by single mothers and the disabled, their speciality services
include dry cleaning suits, sweaters and gowns, air washing
tudung and dresses and disinfect children’s toys. Details, call
014-7555955.

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

GET your website questions answered when you attend
Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions every Tuesday
at Complex USM. Book your session at www.redboxstudio.
com/tech-tuesday or call Krista (016 451 9193).

COMMUNITY SERVICE

COMMUNITY AIDS Service Penang is providing free HIV
confidential counselling and testing at its office in Bukit
Mertajam. Testing is available during office hours from
Monday to Friday. Call 04-5399510/5398510 for an appoint-
ment.

CANCER AWARENESS

IN conjunction with Cancer Awareness Month 2014, Penang
Adventist Hospital is organising a Best CSG (Cancer Support
Group) logo and bag-decorating competition at the hospital’s
auditorium, Level 2. The one-hour event on Oct 5 will start
at 1pm. For details, call 04-2227344 or e-mail healtheduca-
tion@pah.com.my

YOGA CLASSES

HINDU Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga classes every
Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the Hindu Mahajana Sangam,
Gandhiji Ashram, at 674, Jalan Kebun Bunga. Call Raju at
016-4351211 for details.

WCC SERVICES

THE Womens Centre for Change located at 241, Jalan Bur-
mah (next to PTPL College) provides free and confidential
services through its hotline, e-mail, face-to-face counselling
and shelter for women in crisis. Details, e-mail wcc@wc-
cpenang.org or call 04-2280342.
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oming forward for Eden

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

PENANGITES are mostly famil-
iar with the name Eden Handicap
as they probably have met some
of the brave and cheerful people
in wheelchairs raising funds for
Eden.

However, other than helping
people in wheelchairs, Eden car-
ries out many other charity acts
such as sheltering children with
learning difficulties and those
born with special needs.

Eden also aims to assist adults
with special needs to acquire
skills to live an independent life.

One of the many noble things
carried out by Eden is the provi-
sion of free transport for wheel-
chair-bound patients to go to the
hospital or other medical needs.

An absolutely free service,
given to all segments of society,
regardless of race, religion or fi-
nancial background.

Just give a call to Eden and
they will arrange for their special
fitted cab to pick up the person
and send them to their required
destination.

However, there is a snag.

Although Eden has managed to
obtain the AP (approved permit)
for five vehicles costing
RM150,000 each, it needs the

funds to buy the cabs at RM750,000
and keep some money for the
maintenance and petrol charges
amounting to RM1 million.

Upon hearing of Eden’s call for
help, Penang Wanita Mutiara As-
sociation which is made up of the
women assemblymembers and
wives of the assemblymembers
aims to raise RM 150,000 to help
Eden Handicap to purchase one
unit of the special vehicle for
wheelchair-bound persons.

Speaking at a luncheon at Eden
Handicap at Jalan Sir Hussein, off
Cheeseman Road, Betty Chew,
chairman of Wanita Mutiara and
wife of Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, said: “We are here to see
what we can do to help Eden
Handicap. A philanthropist has
pledged to match ringgit for ring-
gitif we can raise the RM150,000.
That means Eden will be able to
get two units of the special vehi-
cles if we are successful.”

Eden Handicap head Bertie Tye
made a presentation on the char-
ity work carried out by them.

Eden provides hostel facilities
to OKU children, women and
men. They also train the OKU to
live an independent life and work.

Also at the event were Exco
member Chow Kon Yeow’s wife
Tan Lean Kee, Puan Sri May Tan

and others.

The residents
at Eden were de-
lighted to wel-
come the Wanita
Mutiara team.

They waved
and smiled when
Chew greeted
them individually.

All had a
sumptuous lunch
catered by Bam-
boo Caterer and
the visitors later
bought several
handicraft items

made by Eden in - chew (seated) chatting with one of the children at Eden while Tye (left) and
support of the members of Wanita Mutiara look on.

centre.

The Penang State Government
is also supporting Eden Handi-
cap’s fund-raising drive to pur-
chase one of the five units of the
special vehicles by organising a
Zumba, Run and Cycle event on
Dec 7.

For more information about
Eden Handicap, visit their website
at http://edenhandicap.org/ and
see how you can contribute to
Eden.

They are looking for people to
provide food items, furniture,
electrical appliances and other
necessities.

Free rides and free medical check-ups

FROM launching a free bus loop from Gurney Plaza to Gurney Paragon, to
being a public advocate for all things green and eco friendly in terms of
motorised transportation, Pulau Tikus assemblymember Yap Soo Huey has
certainly been busy serving the people who voted her into office.

Now, tackling yet another problem, MyTeksi in collaboration with Yap
has devised a free taxi service system to ferry patients in the Pulau Tikus
constituency to the Prana Clinic now located at the Kampung Herriot Com-
munity Hall on Medan Lim Cheng Teik.

In short, Yap’s new project it to provide free transportation for Pulau
Tikus residents for a free medical check-up.

Prana Clinic opens every Wednesday from 4.30pm to 6.30pm and offers
free basic medical services as well as free medical advice to patients.

“A common complaint for the sick to be unable to go to a medical centre
is having no transport or medical fees being too expensive. Now, people in
the Pulau Tikus area only need to call my service centre and we will dispatch
a taxi to pick you from your home and take you to this clinic,” said Yap.

The number to call is 04-2265217 and the taxi fares will be paid in full

by Yap’s service centre.

Dr. Vejayan Rajoo said Prana Clinic is staffed by people in the medical
industry who want to help give back to the community and with the help of
MyTeksi, he hopes to see more people come and seek the free services of-

fered.

For now the free taxi service is limited to Pulau Tikus residents but is

hopeful of offering it to more areas in the near future.

The wheelchair is safely wheeled into the specially fitted
cab and securely attached during transportation.

A patient stepping out of a MyTeksi cab, about to get his free medical consultation

at the Prana Clinic. Also seen here is the taxi driver and Yap.
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with diversity

Story and pix by Mark James

WHEN the organisers held the Hari Raya
Aidiladha celebrations at Taman Harmoni on
Oct 11, they wanted the entire community to
partake in it regardless of race and religion.

A joint effort between the Jalan Masjid
Negeri Village Security and Development
Committee (JKKK), the event sponsored by
Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh and Air
Itam assemblymember Wong Hon Wai’s office
drew a crowd of over 200 people.

“It is important that at a time like this we
keep our friends of various religions and
races close as that is what makes our nation
strong. I am very proud that JKKK Jalan Mas-
jid managed to help achieve that vision,”
Ramkarpal said.

Also present was exco for Islamic Affairs
Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim who said:

“Muslims worldwide mark today as a day of
sacrifice; not only of animals but as a re-
minder that all sacrifices must be made for the
self, family, religion and the wellbeing of all
men.”

The event also saw representatives from the
Eden Handicap Service Centre, Little Sisters
of the Poor, senior citizens and the needy re-
ceiving goodie bags of rice and other essential
items.

“I am very happy to not only receive this
bag of rice but also to see all my friends of
various races from our apartments having a
good time here. I feel blessed,” said a recipient
who wished to be identified as Siti Masyitah.

Entertaining the crowd was the Tahfiz group
from the Tanjung Bungah floating mosque
performing various traditional and religious
songs for the crowd until the event ended
around Spm.

Gifts of rice were given to the needy by Ramkarpal during the Hari

Raya Aidiladha event held at Taman Harmoni.

Composting machine for Batu Lanchang market

IN a bid to realise a sustainable environ-
ment, the Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) has installed a new composting
machine at the Batu Lanchang market to
curb food waste.

The average person produces a kilogram
of wasted food a day according MPPP
president Datuk Patahiyah Ismail who said
new technologies have to be introduced to
reduce wastage apart from waste manage-
ment and waste reduction practices.

“Penang is at the forefront of environ-
ment conservation at a healthy 29% recy-
cling rate but it will take a collective com-
munity effort to reduce our do-
mestic trash produce where 33%
of waste is food,” she told market
stall operators at the Batu Lan-
chang market.

“We are glad that today the
Batu Lanchang market practices
the 5R’s; Reduce, reuse, recycle,
rethink and reinvent,” she added.

This is the third market com-
posting project in the state after
its pilot project in the Pulau Tikus
and Chowrasta markets which
not only saw a reduction in food
waste but also the rat population.

“Ten years ago this market
was very dirty and rats were a
common sight. Now our market
at Batu Lanchang has been
given a facelift with a new lift
for the disabled, a fresh coat of
paint for the building and soon

we will provide air conditioning for the
community hall,” said Law Heng Kiang,
state exco for Tourism Development and
Culture cum state assemblymember for
Batu Lanchang.

The composting machines are sponsored
by MPPP and can process up to 1,000 litres
of compost material from food waste when
mixed with enzymes over the course of 28
days turning it into fertiliser.

It is the hope of MPPP and the state
government that this project will continue
to be a success and be implemented
statewide in the near future.

Law (second from right) showing how the compost-
ing machine works to members of the media. Pre-
sent with him are Patahiyah (left) and several MPPP
councillors.

Youngster and family need help

IT is so moving watching a
young boy bedridden for more
than a year and now living in a
house without proper amenities.

Zaki Anuar Mohd Abbas, 17,
a breadwinner for his family,
suffered not only a fibula frac-
ture but also head and backbone
injuries after a car crash last
April.

“It is difficult seeing your
child so ill,” cried his mother,
Fatimah Zulkifli Gunasegaran.

She added that her husband
left them many years ago and
she and her family now stay with
her sister whose husband Mohd
Nazmin Abdullah supported
their daily needs.

Things got worse when
Nazmin lost his job.

Zaki’s sister Fahimah,10, also
seldom goes to school due to
their financial woes.

Exco for Religious Affairs, Do-
mestic Trade And Consumer Af-
fairs Datuk Abdul Malik Abul
Kassim and Paya Terubong assem-
blymember Yeoh Soon Hin visited
the family at Green Garden, Paya
Terubong, on Oct 12.

Both assemblymembers prom-
ised to pay the accumulated elec-
tricity bills and also to find a job
for Nazmin, a wireman.

Zaki and his family hope help will come
to them.

“We will also find a way for
Zaki to go for physiotherapy,”
added Abdul Malik, who also
handed out personal monetary as-
sistance to the family.

Meanwhile, also present at the
visit were representative from the
Penang Pusat Urus Zakat (PUZ)
who handed out hampers.

Those who wish to help the fam-
ily should call the Paya Terubong
assemblymember’s office at 04-
8278868.
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Free shuttle bus loop launched

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Ainul Wardah

THE “Pulau Tikus Loop” is a
free shuttle bus service that
starts at Gurney Plaza, makes a
loop and ends at Gurey Para-
gon.

This new free transportation
is the result of a two-month
trial (December 2013 — January
2014) period of free bus shuttle
services, initiated by Pulau
Tikus assemblymember Yap
Soo Huey which was part of the
Pulau Tikus Green Transport
Users Program.

The bus loop covers Jalan
Kelawai, Jalan Bagan Jermal,
Jalan Burma and Jalan Pangkor.

Yap said in her speech dur-
ing the launch that everyone is
highly encouraged to use the
bus loop as an alternative and
more convenient way to travel

along the four roads the loop
covers. Yap (centre) together with state exco for Local Government, Traffic Management and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow (left) posing

“The bus (a RapidPenang for a photograph with the Pulau Tikus Loop bus after its first official run.

bus with blue and purple motifs

on its exterior) will run from Yap also added that with this  petrol which has gone up in said. transportation, which in turn
8am till 11pm every day and service she hopes to reduce price, we hope this programme Another added benefitof the helps save the environment
will make a total of 16 round traffic congestion in the area. ~ will provide a free alternative free loop is the attempt to bring ~ with less air pollution and de-
trips per day,” Yap said. “Besides being able to save means of transport for all,” she  back the culture of using public  creases traffic jams.

From garbage dump to park

A BEAUTIFICATION project costing
RM179,200 has turned a plot of land
along Jalan Sungai Pinang into a park.

The project began on June 30 and
work was completed on Oct 22.

Before the project began, the area was
a waste zone filled with garbage.

But with a federal government grant,
it is now a leisure park.

“The area was filled with combustible
wasted materials, and caused a couple
of fires,” said Sungai Pinang assembly-
member Lim Siew Khim.

Since late last year, Lim and Komtar
assemblymember Teh Lai Heng have
been working to how best rehabilitate
the area.

“Before the development, the Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP) had
to make numerous trips to clear the gar-
bage dumped there,” Teh said.

He added that the leisure park will use
solar lighting which is environmental
friendly and saves on electricity costs. Lim (third from left) and Teh (third from right) holding the plan of the leisure park and discussing the details.
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State responds
to housing
allegations

Story by Nazleen Najeeb

A RECENT claim by Penang Federal Action Coun-
cil chairman Datuk Zainal Abidin Osman that the
Penang government no longer builds RM42,000
low-cost housing for the lower income group has
stirred chaos.

“The government did not delay any units of 100%
affordable houses,” responded Jagdeep Singh Deo,
state exco for Housing and Town and Country Plan-
ning on Oct 13.

“Why make such accusations since Zainal Abidin
himself admitted that PERDA and JKP projects are
not 100% affordable?” Jagdeep said while present-
ing the breakdown of the 12 projects to be built by
Penang Development Corporation (PDC) comprising
22,757 units of low-cost, low medium cost and af-
fordable units. Among the units, 850 are low-cost
units.

Jagdeep stressed the commercial units, of which
only 1% are allocated to cater for the respective
needs of the housing projects, are certainly not
profitable.

“If the land acquisition and housing units are to
serve the public, they have to forgo the huge prof-
its,” he told the press, adding that per unit price
could be reduced if the responsible parties do their
part.

Meanwhile, Jagdeep has arranged for a meeting
with Zainal Abidin next month to discuss this mat-
ter further.

PENANG STATE GOVERNMENT
Local Government Division (LGD)

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NOTICE
(CODE : LGD/RFP-PDP /1/2014)

The offer is made to local and international companies to participate in the Request For
Proposal as follows:-

TITLE : ROADS AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT PROJECTS IN PENANG
(Penang Transport Master Plan Strategy 2013-2030)

OPENING DATE : 15" AUGUST 2014 (FRIDAY)

CLOSING DATE : 16" DECEMBER 2014 (TUESDAY)

1. Interested bidders are required to submit a non-refundable sum of Ringgit
Malaysia Two Thousand Only (RM2,000.00) by way of banker’s cheque / postal
order to the Bendahari Negeri Pulau Pinang to obtain the RFP Tender
document, including six (6) volumes of the Transport Master Plan Strategy
Reports.

2. The RFP document and Reports are available at the Cashiers’ Counter, Level 3,
KOMTAR, Penang during office hours from 8.00 am — 5.00 pm with effect from
15 August 2014.

3. Interested bidders are required to attend a briefing as follows:
Date : 27 August 2014
Time: 9.30am
Venue: Auditorium A, Level 5, KOMTAR, Penang Road, Penang

4. Completed documents should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at the
top right hand corner of the parcel as Request For Proposal for Roads and Public
Transport Projects in Penang, Malaysia before 12.00 noon on 16" December
2014 at The Local Government Division, Level 56, KOMTAR, 10503 Penang.

5. Documents submitted after the closing date will not be considered. LGD has the
right to call off the RFP tender at any time before or after the closing date without
giving any reasons whatsoever.

6. For further enquiries, please contact Ir. Lim Thean Heng at +604-6505410 /
2613454 or Engr. Mustaqgin bin Alpi at +604-6505681.

Principal Assistant Secretary, Local Government Division
Penang State Secretariat
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Focus on core
model coaches,
management

Story and pix by Nazleen Najeeb

IN its move to become an international
sports city, Penang has increased efforts
at not only promoting sports participa-
tion and enhancing the performances of
athletes and teams but also improving
management practices.

With the slogan “to plan and organ-
ise strategies, inspire and motivate
individuals”, a two-day sports man-
agement and leadership seminar saw
about 100 participants at the event
held from Oct 18-19, including repre-
sentatives from various sports com-
mittee and institutions .

The seminar, jointly organised by
Penang State Sports Council (MSNPP)
and Penang National Sport Institute
(ISNPP), highlighted the importance
of versatile leadership among coaches
and managers, discipline and right
attitude of athletes, inter-agency col-
laboration and sound products and
marketing approach.

“Nothing is impossible if you have
the passion,” said exco for Youth and
Sports, Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development Chong Eng in her
speech on Oct 18.

“Disciplined athletes and good role

model coaches could bring up the
sports standards,” said Chong Eng
who loves to play the basketball
shootout game.

Chong Eng urged sports committees
and groups to work hard organising
sports events that will attract young-
sters to participate, thus ensuring they
do not engage in unhealthy activities.

Meanwhile, women too need to be
briefed on the sporting spirit.

Misconception occurs among them
as the mainly “male” arena does not
suit their soft being.

Apart from athletes, female admin-
istrators, coaches, technical officials
and journalists are needed to ensure
positive growth in sports.

In developing national sports,
women need to equally participate and
be given opportunity at the manage-
ment level.

Adequate competencies, coupled
with a set of standards from all levels
of sports management personnel will
put Penang forward in the arena in line
with its motto “Penang Leads”.

Also present at the launch were
JSNPP director Frederick Tan and high
performance consultant, motivator and
certified trainer Michel Gagne.

October 16 - 31, 2014

Chong Eng receiving a souvenir from Tan after launching the event.
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FAP gets new wheels

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Ahmad Adil

' October 16 - 31, 2014

IF music is the language that connects everyone, then it
would be safe to say that sports unites everyone.

In light of supporting the state football team, the Penang
Panthers (Harimau Kumbang), GAMA Supermarket and
Departmental Store has sponsored the team with a brand
new van worth RMS80 000.

Football Association of Penang (FAP) president Datuk
Seri Nazir Ariff Mushir Ariff expressed his heartfelt thanks
to GAMA for their generous contribution.

“FAP doesn’t use any of its state allocations to buy equip-
ment. All our equipment has been generously donated by
sponsors, and it is really heartwarming to see GAMA, a
Penang company, rally behind our own footballers,” Nazir

Ariff said.

He added that the team’s next short term goal is to

qualify for the Super League in 2016.

Some members of the Penang Panthers posing for a photograph in their new set of wheels.

JE victim makes good progress

KAMPUNG Selamat Japanese encephalitis victim
Muhammad Ammar Mugrish Zulkifli, 12, is now
recuperating progressively.

“T am glad he could walk a bit now and we will
continue to hope for the best,” said exco for Agricul-
ture and Agro-based Industry, Rural Development
and Health, Dr. Afif Bahardin during his visit to
Ammar’s house in Tasek Gelugor on Oct 17.

Also present were Penang KPJ Specialist Hospi-
tal representatives who donated a new “hospital bed”
as well as carried out a physiotherapy session.

Its chief executive officer Abdul Aziz Abdul Rah-
man said the hospital is glad to contribute as the boy
needed special attention as he is still not stable since
the virus attacks the nerves of the brain.

It has been only three weeks since Ammar was
able to talk and walk after the fever seizure he had
last May 21 that led him to fall into a coma for 14
days.

“I thank everyone for supporting me finan-
cially as well as giving me moral support,” said
his mother Haniza Ayub, 40, who felt relieved the
hospital bill amounting to more than RM 100,000
was settled by a special donation from all the
schools in Penang.

Meanwhile, his father Zulkifli Danial 45, hoped
his eldest child will get a chance to sit for the Pri-
mary School Achievement Test (UPSR) again next
year.

“My son is an active boy who loves to play foot-
ball,” added Zulkifli.

“I hope God will cure him soon.”

Ammar is believed to have contracted the disease
after attending a two-day camp at his school in Kam-
pung Selamat in Tasek Gelugor, Seberang Perai in
April.

He was hospitalised at the Pantai Hospital Penang
from May 21 till June 18.

Afif holding Ammar who can now stand and walk.
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Respite care services for families of
children with special needs

FIFTEEN-year-old Muhammad
Firdaus who has cerebral palsy,
made the news recently in June
when he was discovered locked in
a room by immigration officers
who were conducting a raid on
illegal immigrants in Nilai, Negeri
Sembilan. Firdaus was severely
malnourished and weighed only
15 kg.

Less than a week later, Nasitah
Yahya, a 44-year-old woman who
is mentally challenged was found
caged in small dark room in
Tumpat, Kelantan. Apparently she
has been living in this inhumane
situation for the past 10 years as
her siblings did not know how to
manage her after their parents died.

Our first reaction was to con-
demn the families. In fact, Fir-
daus’s mother has been charged in
the Sessions Court under Section
31(1)(a) of the Child Act for delib-
erately neglecting her son. If found
guilty, she could be fined up to
RM20,000 or jailed up to 10 years
or both.

Do we ever question why
families commit such acts we
deemed as cruel? Surely they must
have been forced to be in such a
predicament. Firdaus’ mother
claimed she had to work long and
irregular hours to fend for herself
and a younger son, and she did not
know who to turn to for help. Na-
sitah’s siblings also did not know
where and how to get help.

Instead of accusing the families,
perhaps our government and soci-
ety in general must bear part of the
blame for our ill-prepared supports
and services for families having
children with disabilities?

Respite Care & Support

Besides having a better infor-
mation and network to communi-
cate available supports in our
community,one of the services that
is much needed is practical tempo-
rary care, which is known as res-
pite care.

Taking time off does not mean
parents care less about their children
but rather, the opposite is true; par-
ents need to recuperate and be re-
freshed for the long-term job of
raising their children well.

“Respite” refers to short term,
temporary care and relief provided

to people with disabilities in order
that their families can take a break
from the daily routine of caregiving.

Why the Need

Caregivers, in particular par-
ents, of children with a disability
often provide intensive caring
around the clock and get far less
time than other caregivers to deal
with aspects of everyday life. This
means that they need regular
breaks, so that they can get some
chores done, spend more time with
other members of the family who
have missed out on individual at-
tention, or simply have a holiday
away from the usual routine.

Respite care also benefits per-
sons with disabilities themselves.
People with disabilities have the
same needs and individual person-
alities as their non-disabled peers.
However, their disability can make
it difficult for them to enjoy the
activities independent from their
families that their peers take for
granted. Respite care allows chil-
dren and/or teenagers with disabil-
ities to meet new people and expe-
rience different activities. It also
encourages them to develop age-
appropriate independence from
families.

Respite is essential as it will
enhance the family’s capacity to
cope with emotional and physical
stress and help sustain a healthy
family besides improve attitudes
towards the family member with a
disability. It can reduce the likeli-
hood of abuse or neglect of the
child and/or even help sustain a

marriage. The benefits of respite
care services are numerous and
immeasurable.

Respite care is an essential part
of the overall support that families
may need to keep their child with
disability at home instead of in
institutions.

Content at Pemancar House

Located in the residential area
of Gelugor, the Pemancar House
offers weekly half-day respite on
Wednesday afternoons from
1:30pm - 5:00pm. This service is
open to children with disabilities
from 4 - 16 years of age and their
siblings. Eligibility of services is
determined based on the needs of
the family, with special attention
given to the needs of the member
and primary caregiver.

It is to be made clear that the
nature of respite and relief service
is different from that of early inter-
vention service, structured educa-
tion or therapy programme. It must
not be viewed as a “tuition” centre
but perhaps more like a day care
service for children with special
needs.

Children and teenagers attend-
ing this service can choose how
they would like to spend their time
i.e.free play,do homework, watch
television or even take a nap. All
activities are carried out under
adult supervision in a conducive
home-like environment.

However, there will be some
organised in-house interactive ac-
tivities such as social games, music
and singing, water play, outdoor

play, art and craft activities, and
cookery lessons depending on the
child’s or the group’s interest.
There may also be occasional short
outings to supermarkets where
applicable.

Carers

Two staff members have been
dedicated to this project with the
support of 2 - 4 volunteers (de-
pending on the number of chil-
dren). From the month of July
2014 to March 2015, there will
also be an experienced Occupa-
tional Therapist from Japan on the
staff team as a consultant.

Collaborators and Costings

The project is managed by two
non-profit organizations, namely
Asia Community Service and Bold
Association for Children with
Special Needs, Penang. We rely on
public funding to run this project
and therefore sponsorship and
donations from the public are
welcomed

Families will be charged a
nominal fee of RM30.00 for this
weekly 3% hour service as a com-
mitment. This includes refresh-

ments for tea. However subsidies
may be considered for those who
have serious financial constraints.

Each group is kept small to
ensure that each child’s individual
needs can be looked into. For a
start, service users will have to sign
up for an 8-week block session.
This will enable carers (staff and
volunteers) —client (child and fam-
ily) bonding and trust which could
lead on to provision of further
service options of longer respite
hours or even emergency or over-
night respite care.

Contact

Pemancar House Respite Care
Centre is located at No.227A Jalan
Pemancar, Gelugor 11700 Penang.
We are also seeking regular volun-
teers who are able to commit for
the entire 8-week block as this will
ensure the bonding between car-
egiver and child.

For interested families, please
check out www.asiacommunity-
service.org or contact 04-
6585396 (Sharneeya) or res-
pitepg@gmail.com for registra-
tion and interviews or for more
information.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
ridwan wan48@yahoo.com

BERTA BERTA

YB Shorlful Azhar Othman }T; 012-411 4690 Asrol Scml Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com

PINANG TUNGGAL o PINANG TUNGGAL

YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra/8@yahoo.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
F) 04-573 4630 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com

SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 zqﬁoggg/\a?h% 019-507 3828

zahadi55@yahoo.com

TELOK AIR TAWAR ) TELOK AIR TAWAR

YB Datuk Jahara Hamid ﬂ 04 -351 2873 Norhayati Jaafar 019-4337119

jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie/ 1 19@yahoo.com.my

SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin , 012-594 1515

datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m H 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com

BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS

YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini

PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG

YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 Hj. Mohd Tuah Ismaill 019-570 9500
H 04 - 866 4202 tuahismail@yahoo.com

TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG

YB Shah Haedan Ayoob T) 04 - 866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849
H 04 -866 1821 halilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04-594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET; 04 -227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey A
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA 994
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF

SOCSO

N1
N2
N3
N4

N5
Né

N7
N8

N9

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)

JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG
PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

Penaga
Bertam
ll;incmgl
ungga
Permatang
Berqngan
Sungai Dua
Telok Air
Tawar
Sungai Puyu
Bagan
Jermal
Bagan
Dalam

N10 Seberang

Jaya

N11 Permatang

Pasir

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim .
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/I Rajaji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PAS PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 575 5584
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

N12 Penanti
N13 Berapit

N14 Machang
Bubuk

N15 Padang
Lalang

N1é Perai

N17 Bukit
Tengah

N18 Buk% Tambun:
:017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim

N19 Jawi

N20 Sungai
Bakap

N21 Sungai
Acheh

N22 Tanjong

013 - 518 8735

:019 - 552 8689
: 010 - 929 6603
: 012 - 465 0021

:011-1060 8823 - Shukri
1019 - 593 3736
1017 - 424 9371

:019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza

- Fatimah
- Tasrin

: 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man
:013 - 598 1435 - Raudzey Razali
: 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee
: 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon
Keong
:016 - 473 1963 - Gesan
04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Mohd. Iskander
:019 - 412 8442 - Kamal
013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871

: 016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim

017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee

:012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin

012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan

:017 - 552 8928 - Chan

014 - 945 9786
04 - 399 6689

- Lai
- Selvi
- Lim Tuan Chun

016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor

012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor

- Norjuliana
012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
- Ariff Baseri

- Tina

Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus

N27 Pengkalan
Kota
N28 KOMTAR

N29 Datok
Keramat

N30 Sungai
Pinang

N31 Batu
Lancang

N32 Seri Delima

N33 Air ltam

N34 Paya
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

N34 Pantai
Jerejak
N37 Batu
Maung
N38 Bayan
Lepas
N39 Pulau
Betong
N40 Telok
Bahang

:04 - 829 0614
g
:012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

:019 - 498 1096

011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
- Hong Kian
Ben

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah
N24 Padang Kota :

:012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin

012 - 431 7015

Keat

: 012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang

010 - 811 7300 - Razin

:017 - 480 7417 - Varinder

04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
04 - 282 6630 - Shuen

: 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna

:019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James

:012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet

:012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon

Lee

016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee

:016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul

016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
: 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

- Amirulzaman
016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho

:016 - 599 2918 - Saifullizan

: 012 - 422 4935 - Zulkiflee
: 017-413 5695 - Johan Abu
Bakar



o) § (;g ;

visitiara

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS
MPSP 2014 MPPP 2014
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 MPPP 04 - 259 2020
Tan Hooi Peng (DAP) 012 - 498 6212
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) 012 - 552 4791 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
(DAP)
Chandrasekeran o/l s. 012 - 5619870 Sl A IEee) (DA OIREENlece
Maniam (DAP) Tay Iieong Ser.wg (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
B Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 - 457 1271
Sukumar a/l Subramaniam 019 - 4422113
gov.my
(DAP)
Loh Joo Huat (DAP) 012-4221133 :
) ] Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) [ 012 - 423 9143
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my 2 :
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019 - 411 5598 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP)
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012- 4017718 Mohd Hariszuan Jaharudin - | 013 - 379 6019
(DAP)
Michael Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
(DAP) (PKR)
Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 Osman (PKR)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
H'ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 [P
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 945 9621
(PKR)
M.Satees (DAP) 016 - 438 4767 -
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
PKR
Chong Pei Pei (DAP) 012-476 7729 ( )
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 - 4708811
5 Chik (PKR)
ng Eu Leong (PKR) OIS0 Lim Boon Beng (PKR) 012 - 564 4400
Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki (PKR) | 017 - 409 7702 U ZEiiie) g Eme ([FIKR) O = 1578 507
Iszuree lbrahim 016 - 443 3205
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) 013 - 489 3227 (PAS)
Mhd Nasir Yahya (PAS) 012 - 402 6739
Shafigah Shobha Abdullah 016 -496 1659 Dr. Lim Mah Hui(NGO) 012 - 4221880
(PKR) —
Eric Lim Seng Keat (NGO) 016 - 4143428
Rajasegar a/l Govindasamy | 019 - 411 7051 el [Foer iemmie ClCa celeee
(PKR) (NGO)
Zulkifli lorahim (PKR) 018-576 1622
Zulkiefly Saad (PKR) 013 - 436 2848
Mohd Rizal Abd Hamid (PKR) | 012 - 424 3878
Ho Leng Hong (PKR) 017 - 487 2767
Omar Hassan (PAS) 019 - 571 8031
Ahmad Kaswan Kassim 019 - 408 4899
(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov.
my
Wong Chee Keet 012 -451 1312

(NGO)

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta
(NGO)

[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

Ahmad Tarmizi Abdullah
(NGO)

013 -414 4822

October 16 - 31, 2014 I N F

Kalendar Pelancongan
Pulau Pinang Okt. - Nov 2014

25hb Oktober
Awal Muharam

16hb November
Penang Bridge
International Marathon

BULETIN MUTIARA

Tingkat 47, Komtar,
10503 Penang
Phone : 04-650 5468 | Fax : 04-261 5923
Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com

Keep yourself updated through SMS blast,
Type “ADD ME” and send to 010 333 1758
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No extra
passengers
on hill train

PENANG Hill Corporation (PHC) gen-
eral manager Dr Lawrence Khoo said
PHC has always set the funicular train
service’s payload within the Safety
Working Load (SWL) of 7,500kg.

The alarm would be triggered once
the load reaches 6,750kg, a 10% allow-
ance before its capacity.

He said a weight simulation and test
run were performed on Oct 1 and it had
been verified to be working properly
and according to the new safety thresh-
old imposed by the Department of
Safety and Health (DOSH).

Khoo said the train could actually
ferry 125 people per trip if the average
weight of the Asian passenger was
60kg.

“However, we have never done so.
We only allow 100 people in the five
coaches per trip during the off-peak
season, and 110 people the most during
peak seasons.

“Our ticketing staff will conduct a
headcount at the counter, both manu-
ally and electronically.

“The train will not move if it reach-
es more than the 7,500kg payload.
Everything is done in accordance

with DOSH requirements.

“Be assured, we have never over-
loaded the train. We have never swayed
from the European safety standards,”
he said during a press conference at the
bottom station of Penang Hill on Oct
10.

Also present were operation division
mechanical engineer Hasrul Nizam
Hussin and engineer Lim Chun Khai.

Khoo said they secured a CF on Oct
3 for the funicular train service, adding
that the safety concerns raised during
the audit on renewal of CF had been
addressed accordingly and solutions
provided had also been verified by
DOSH.

On the lack of coordination on seat
arrangements inside the compartments,
he said they had put up more reminders
for passengers to offer seats to the el-
derly and physically challenged.

“On top of this, we have even pasted
stickers at the sliding doors of the
coaches to remind passengers about the
priority seats,” Khoo added.

Khoo (right) and Hasrul showing the priority seat stickers pasted inside a coach.
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Call on the federal government to
institutionalise gender budgeting

IN June 2014, Second Finance Minister
Datuk Seri Ahmad Husni Hanadziah, an-
nounced that the ministry had initiated
focus group discussions to promote Gen-
der Budgeting, and that a ‘special gender
budget’ would be unveiled in Budget
2015.1 had been eagerly looking forward
to Budget 2015, in anticipation of an an-
nouncement on the implementation of
Gender Budgeting at last. If it had come
to pass, this would have been a historic
step for Malaysia as Gender Budgeting
specifies the targeted allocation and
evaluation of resources to remedy inequal-
ities and close gender and social gaps. This
puts gender mainstreaming at the forefront
of governance in a very tangible, concrete,
and outcome-oriented manner.
Unfortunately, nothing was said about
Gender Budgeting in the Budget 2015
speech. I note with disappointment that as
far back as 2004, the Treasury Call Circu-
lar from the Ministry of Finance an-
nounced that selected pilot ministries

would utilise gender analysis in their
planning and programmes while other
agencies were encouraged to follow suit.
Indeed five pilot ministries had embarked
on gender responsive budgeting (GRB)
from 2005 — but unfortunately, there was
no follow-up. Since then, there have been
numerous Treasury Call Circulars since
2004, the latest available (MINISTRY OF
FINANCE: TREASURY CIRCULAR
NO.3 YEAR 2014) being the clearest in
requiring all government departments and
agencies to prepare their budgets using a
gender budgeting analysis approach. Even
s0, progress has been slow.

Although no reference was made to
these Treasury Call Circulars in the
Budget 2015 speech, I sincerely hope that
the Ministry of Finance will take the ini-
tiative to ensure that all agencies comply
with the requirements of this circular as it
has already been issued. The Ministry of
Finance must be the one to institutionalize
a proper template and the requisite struc-

tures, mechanisms and processes for
stakeholders to go by, if we are to realize
gender budgeting as part of policy-making
in Malaysia.

I am strongly of the view that gender
budgeting is a necessary planning tool to
ensure that the needs of women and men,
girls and boys are duly considered and
catered for in all government planning and
projects. In fact, in Penang, we have since
2012 embarked on several community-
level gender budgeting projects through
the Penang Women’s Development Cor-
poration. We are happy that our efforts
have created tangible successes and satis-
faction among our pilot communities.

Our experiences have also shown us the
many positive outcomes of engaging with
communities; and to this end we recom-
mend that gender budgeting should be
carried out in tandem with participatory
budgeting. The spirit of consulting stake-
holders on planning, budgeting and re-
source allocations while addressing differ-

ing gender needs upholds the principles of
inclusivity and democracy, which we ur-
gently need to see more of in this country.

We are more than happy to share our
model and initiatives of Gender Respon-
sive and Participatory Budgeting (GRPB)
as practiced in Penang. I hope that the
Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of
Women, Family and Community Devel-
opment, and we in the Penang State Gov-
ernment can come together in pursuit of
seeing a better and gender equal Malaysia.

Lastly, I wish to reiterate my call to the
Federal Government to do more in pro-
moting gender equality and gender main-
streaming in governance and the public
sector. The time to do so is now.

CHONG ENG

Penang State EXCO for Youth and
Sports, Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development

Chairperson of Penang Women’s De-
velopment Corporation (PWDC)

Celebrating children, the leaders of our future

By Yasmin Bathamana-
than, Communications
and External Relations
Officer, PWDC

A GROUP of over 500
primary school students
and their parents were
treated to a day of fun and
excitement at the World’s
Children 2014 celebration
on Oct 12 at the Chang
Hua Kor Moral Uplifting
Society Hall in Bukit Mer-
tajam.

The event, which was some of the children.

officiated by the Penang

PWDC CEO Aloyah A. Bakar making balloon sculptures with

Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim (fifth from right), Chong Eng (fourth from
right), Dr Afif Bahardin (second from right), Steven Sim (far right)

State EXCO for Youth and Sports and Women,
Family and Community Development Chong
Eng, saw a myriad of performances by the chil-
dren such as a storytelling, sketches, and
dances.

There were also activities in which the chil-
dren were taught glass painting, origami, soap-
making and embroidery.

This year’s celebration was themed “Inno-
vate for Children”, reflecting Penang State
Government’s drive to build and scale innova-
tions that improve the lives of children in the
state.

In her speech, Chong Eng reminded everyone
that children have the right to enjoy their child-

hood and education without any bounda- presenting appreciation certificates to the working committee.

ries.

“By enriching children, we enrich the nation.
On 8 March 2013, the Penang State Government
had adopted the Penang Childcare Policy and
Action Plan which was formulated to achieve
the well-being and safety of our children, in-
crease the participation of women in the work-
force and a culture that promotes a work and
family life balance.

The commitment towards the Penang Child-
care Policy and Action Plan saw PWDC estab-
lishing Taska D’ Komtar, the first ever childcare
centre initiated by the Penang State Government
for its employees.

Special needs students from Spastics Centre performing the
opening act.



Heavy

rain

cause of
Oct 3 floods

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

FLASH floods hit Penang on
Oct 3, leading to massive jams
in some parts of the island.
Exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation

press conference on Oct 4,
followed by another on Oct 5.

“We are not hiding or blam-
ing but are taking action to
alleviate floods. We intend to
share the information and let
the people know the cause of
it,” Chow said in a press con-
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Chow (right) together with Ang (second from right) and others visiting the Esplanade to look at the

Chow Kon Yeow called a ference at the Town Hall on

exceptionally high waves.

IKLAN JAWATAN KOSONG
MAJLIS PERBANDARAN SEBERANG PERAI

Warganegara Malaysia yang berkelayakan adalah dipelawa untuk memohon bagi mengisi kekosongan
jawatan di Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai seperti berikut :

BIL JAWATAN GRED TARAF KEKOSONGAN

1. Pegawai Undang-Undang L52 Tetap 1

TARIKH MULA PERMOHONAN

Permohonan boleh dibuat bermula pada 20 Oktober 2014

TARIKH TUTUP PERMOHONAN

Tarikh tutup permohonan adalah 2 minggu selepas iklan dikeluarkan.

Namun, pemohon boleh terus memohon jawatan selagi jawatan tersebut masih dipaparkan di laman e-
jawatan MPSP.

SYARAT LANTIKAN

Syarat lantikan secara terperinci berserta dengan maklumat lanjut berkenaan dengan jawatan-jawatan yang
diiklankan boleh diperolehi dengan melayari laman web e-jawatan Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai di
WWW.Mmpsp.gov.my.

CARA MEMOHON

Permohonan hendaklah dibuat dengan melayari sistem e-jawatan Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai dan
membuat permohonan secara atas talian (online) sahaja dengan mengisi maklumat yang diperlukan di

WWW.MmpspP.gov.my.
CATATAN AM
(@) Hanya calon-calon yang layak selepas tapisan sahaja akan dipanggil untuk temuduga.

(b)  Pemohon-pemohon yang tidak menerima sebarang jawapan selepas 6 bulan dari tarikh iklan
ditutup hendaklah menganggap permohonan mereka tidak berjaya.

(c) Pemohon-pemohon yang telah mendaftar di laman e-jawatan MPSP hendaklah mengemaskini
semua maklumat permohonan sebelum memohon jawatan yang diiklankan.

Sebarang pertanyaan bolehlah menghubungi Bahagian Perjawatan di talian 04-5497 732/ 04-5497 431/ 04-
5497 430 atau email ke perjawatan@mpsp.gov.my.

Nota : Iklan ini juga disiarkan di dalam akhbar Sinar Harian, The Star, Kwong Wah Yit Poh dan Malaysian
Nanban pada 20 Oktober 2014

Oct 5.

Also at the press confer-
ence were Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP)
secretary Ang Aing Thye and
MPPP senior engineer Cheah
Chin Kooi.

Cheah said the rainfall is
measured in Average Recur-
rence Interval (ARI) and the
rain on Oct 3 was 137mm.

“The concept of ARI is
frequently misinterpreted, the
ARI of 100 years does not
imply that a given flow will
occur only once in 100 years,”
he said.

This was to refute the
claims made by Gerakan chief
Teng Chang Yeow that floods
occurred more frequently
because of over-development.

The flash flood was actu-
ally caused by the abnormally
heavy rainfall.

Teng’s allegations were
earlier rebuked by Wong Hon
Wai, political secretary to the
Chief Minister who is also Air
Itam assemblymember.

In a press statement dated
Oct 5, Wong shot down Teng’s
claim and said: “It is as if
Teng is taking a cheap shot
despite the people’s misery.
Do I need to remind Teng that
during Barisan Nasional rule,
the flood waters were eight
feet high until a coffin from a
funeral wake started floating!

“However, despite the
heavy rain now, the Thean
Theik area suffered a few
inches deep of water and none
of the schools nor houses

were affected by flood wa-
ters.”

“Development does not
mean floods but overcoming
flooding. In every develop-
ment project, the council will
ensure that existing drainage
is upgraded. Large scale and
small scale flood mitigation
projects are ongoing. Drain-
age systems have to be put
into place,” Chow reiterated.

Chow also revealed several
ongoing flood mitigation pro-
jects in the five districts.
“Some of these projects in-
volve RM500 million to
RM600 million, excluding
land acquisition which can go
up to RM800 million. These
are big sums of money that
have to come from the fed-
eral government. If we want
to wait for the allocation, it
will take years. That’s why we
are exploring ways to do
things faster,” Chow added.

“We are grateful that the
federal government through
the Drainage and Irrigation
Department had channeled
RM 100 million to RM200 mil-
lion for flood mitigation pro-
jects so far. We do not want to
look back or blame any party
as it is not the answer. My
priority when I took over the
flood mitigation portfolio was
to shoulder the responsibility
to alleviate flooding. We are
working on the Flood Mitiga-
tion Masterplan and hopefully
will have a clear solution to
carry out proper planning.”
Chow added.
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RM100m from developers
for flood works

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

STATE exco for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Miti-
gation Chow Kon Yeow said the Pen-
ang government has collected some
RM100 million from developers since
the 1990s to fund drainage and flood
mitigation works.

Developers pay RM10,000 per 0.4
hectare of their development towards
a state drainage fund.

This amount was raised to
RM50,000 per 0.4 hectare in January,
2014, with the money collected fund-
ing drainage and flood mitigation
projects.

“The amount collected has been
spent on such projects,” he briefed
reporters after a visit to Jalan Sepoy
Lines on Oct 13.

Chow added that the RM388,170
project needed to alleviate flooding
from Jalan Sepoy Lines till Jalan Ma-
calister was funded by the money
collected.

The project, which started on
Oct 10, is expected to be com-
pleted by next January.

Meanwhile, Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council senior engineer
Cheah Chin Kooi said work in-
volved widening the drain to a
width of 1.2 metres and upgrading
the pavement.

He added that this could help in
controlling the overflow of water
from the nearby field during a
heavy downpour, which is the
cause of flash floods in Jalan Res-
idensi.

Chow said the upgrading works
to control flooding at Jalan Macal-
ister from Jalan Perak till Jalan
Anson was now about 80% com-
plete.

The project, costing
RM1,162,000 which started in
April, is expected to be completed by
the end of this month.

Commenting on the Sungai Pinang
flood mitigation project, Chow said
work to relocate squatters along the

river bank was 80% completed.

He expected negotiations to be al-
most completed by the end of this year
while 2015 would be used to relocate
any recalcitrant residents and to final-

Another accolade for Maimunah

Cheah (centre) with Chow (left) explaining the flood mitigation project for the Jalan
Sepoy Lines and the Jalan Macalister area.

ise the design.

“The funds will come in the next
Malaysia Plan which begins in 2016,”
he said when asked to elaborate about
the RM150 million project.

A LOT of buzz has been coming from Seberang Perai recently, and a
lot of it has to do with the lady behind the municipality, Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) president Datuk Maimunah Mohd
Sharif.

Besides helping to lead Seberang Perai into becoming a vibrant,
clean and developed area, Maimunah recently won another award to
put on her mantle.

The first lady president of MPSP was awarded the Malaysian Insti-
tute of Planners’ “Planner of the Year” award for her service to Seberang
Perai as a leader with vision, focus, integrity and innovation.

It was a huge achievement for Maimunah as she was the recognised
as the best among some 2,000 planners throughout the country.

She did not even apply nor ask for it, but was awarded for all her
hard work and efforts.

Besides the “Planner of the Year” award, Maimunah also received
the “Outstanding Planner” award in 2005 when she headed six urban
renewal projects in George Town and also the “Excellent Service Award
MPPP”, also in 2005.

Maimunah began her career in 1985 as a town planning officer in
the Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP).

Later in 2003, she was promoted to Director of the Department of
Planning and Development until November 2009.

In this period she also helped launch George Town World Heritage
Incorporated.

She was appointed MPSP president in 2011 and with the way eve-

rything is going, things can only get better. Maimunah has led Seberang Perai into becoming a vibrant, clean and developed

area.
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Story and pix by MARK
JAMES

FOR college and university
students, there is a corner-
stone dish for every occasion
- from a quick pick-me-up
breakfast to a late night lepak
session and anywhere in be-
tween; yes that dish is the
iconic Maggi Goreng.

Now this will spark some
outrage and controversy
among readers where the best
Maggi Goreng is served but
to me, the best has to be TNB
Mamak’s Maggi Goreng; here
in Penang, we take our fa-
vourite mamak food very seri-
ously.

Located opposite the Tena-
ga Nasional Berhad building
(TNB) on Anson Road and
just a stone‘s throw away
from Kolej Damansara Utama
(KDU) Penang, this small
partially hidden stall by the
side of an open air car park
cooks up all your favourites
like nasi goreng, mee goreng
and of course their famed
Maggi Goreng.

There is nothing remotely
fancy about the stall but tough
luck finding a place during
lunch hours as office workers
and students will be crowding
the place fighting for a seat
even on the hottest of days.

Maggi Goreng needs no
introduction to Malaysians
but for those who are not
aware, it is simply fried curry

Some of the outlet’s loyal customers tucking into their

favourite dish.

flavoured instant noodles,
cooked typically with vegeta-
bles, tofu and potatoes.

At only RM3, it is a rela-
tively affordable and hearty
spicy meal for any student or
adults alike but why stop
there?

Personally I would recom-
mend diners to go big and
order a Maggi Goreng telur
atas with some sausages and
pair it with an ice cold drink
and for a truly Malaysian
experience bring some friends

October 16 - 31, 2014

| hearty ‘goreng’ dish

to lepak with over
lunch.

Opening at 8am,
the stall offers
freshly prepared
roti canai cooked to
crispy perfection
with curry and sambal
but the line really starts
from 11.30am when wok is
being done to fire up some
spicy Maggi noodle good-
ness.

I’ve sat many times watch-
ing the abang and how he

Nothing fancy needed here. Just some good old fashioned, hearty Malaysian goodness.

cooks up this

dish and then trying to
replicate the process at
home, blending various
spices, chillies and sauces but
somehow the end product just
does not taste the same.

It is also not uncommon to
see ex-KDU students in the
work force returning to have
a quick meal during their
lunch break.

“During my college days,
you could find me here for
lunch three to four times a
week. Yet even after gradua-
tion I still come back here
once in a while because you
can’t get Maggi Goreng like
this anywhere else,” said Eric
Koay, a finance consultant
who was dining there.

“When I was studying for
my degree in the UK, it’s al-

For a truly satisfying

experience, pair your Maggi
Goreng with a sunny side up
egg with some sausages.

ways nice to have Maggi
Goreng as a comfort food in
the dorm but nothing beats
the mamak dining experience
back here in Malaysia, espe-
cially here in Penang,” Chris
Yeoh, Koay’s colleague said.
Operating for over a dec-
ade, TNB Mamak has been
operating quietly but gather-
ing a strong legion of follow-
ers who can testify that it
indeed does serve the best
Maggi Goreng in Penang.
They operate Monday to
Fridays from 8am to 4pm.
Also a word of advice -
park in the open air car park
as the area is a notorious zone
to get parking summonses.
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GHAH demands justice

Story by
Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum
Jian Wei

THE violent
act by a
group of peo-
ple at the
Speaker’s
Square on
Oct 12 was
slammed by
various
groups and
individuals
recently.

Wong Hon Wai, political
secretary to Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, called a joint
press conference with Gerakan
Mansuhkan Akta Hasutan
(GHAH) at Komtar on Oct 17
to condemn the act.

Joining Wong were Bukit
Mertajam MP Steven Sim,
Macang Bubuk assembly-
member Lee Khai Loon and
several non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs).

GHAH is made up of 123
NGOs in Malaysia.

In a press statement, GHAH
said: “GHAH Penang decries
the act of violent hooliganism
directed at the peaceful gather-
ing on Oct 12. The gathering
was organised to raise public
awareness on the government
crackdown using the archaic
Sedition Act of 1948 against
activists, scholars, clerics,
lawyers, politicians and ordi-
nary citizens. Undeterred by
the presence of police, these
hooligans claiming to be ‘Pro-
Sedition Act’ wrecked unmiti-
gated havoc against those
gathered and unsuspecting
bystanders.”

Video clips and photos of
the violent act were shared
with members of the press.

Bersih 2.0 Northern Region
chairman Datuk Dr. Toh Kin
Woon said: “This violent act
will not deter us but we will
continue to demand for the
abolition of the Sedition Act.
On Nov 11, we will deliver a
petition to Parliament and
hope the public will support
this signature campaign.”

GHAH’s statement further
stated: “Upon conducting a

Sim demands the police chief to take stern action
against those who acted violently.

thorough search through our
digital archives, we managed
to identify the very same indi-
viduals present on Oct 12 who
also present in previous events
organised by civil society in
Penang. They had perpetrated
the same senseless violence
against peaceful initiatives.
This shows a clear agenda of
curtailing the right of indi-
viduals and organisations to
participate in democratic pro-
cesses which facilitate and
promote multiplicity of voices
and expressions.”

The group added: “We felt
significantly let down by the
police who should have made
the safety of the demonstrators
their priority because of the
danger that was present. The
intervention came too late and
seemed hesitant, the unruly
mob was given preferential
treatment and allowed to incite
fear and intimidation through
their violent actions.”

At this juncture, Steven Sim
added: “The police are solely
responsible to ensure safety
and peace for all. The state
police chief should give the
assurance on public safety and
also take stern action against
those who are in the wrong. I
am bringing this matter up in
Parliament and the Prime Min-
ister.”

GHAH has identified the
individuals and intends to
publish their images in the
media.

“Let the wheels of justice
turn for those who seek to vio-
late and destroy the very thing
that allows us to live with
dignity and freedom,” they
concluded.

GHAH released the photos of those allegedly involved in the fracas who it claimed were also part

of earlier acts of violence.

Walking by faith, not sight

Sponsors, organising committee members and beneficiaries from St. Nicholas’ Home and Penang
Deaf Association gathering for a group photo during the press conference to announce the event.

BLINDFOLDED and maybe with ears plugged
that you cannot hear, can you take steps on your
own?

Do you dare to venture out on your own, or
maybe with a guide to take a 3.8km walk from
the Youth Park to Botanical Gardens and back?

Well, to answer that, you can take the leap of
faith and sign up for the “Walk For Sight &
Sound Charity Blindfolded Walk” that will take
place on Nov 7.

It is the 6th year that this community project by
Lions Club of Georgetown Perdana taking place.

“We are targetting 2,000 participants and
hope to bring awareness especially to children,
on the importance of sight and hearing. In the
process, we will also raise funds to provide aid
for education, equipment and training facilities
to the visually and hearing impaired commu-
nity,” organising chairperson Beatrice Lam said

during a press conference at the Penang Island
Municipal Council office on Oct 9.

In past years, participants comprised corpo-
rate company employees, factory workers and
individuals passionate about helping the needy
while being involved in a fun activity where they
are blindfolded and led by their friends.

They can switch roles during the walk.

Participation forms can be obtained from St.
Nicholas” Home at No. 4, Jalan Bagan Jermal or
Penang Deaf Association at 35, Lorong Bertam.

Participants can also sign up online through
www.charity.grocerasia.com.

A contribution fee of RM15 per participation
will entitle them to one lucky draw.

So, come and join the walk which will be
fun-filled with school bands.

The walk will be flagged off by Governor Tun
Abdul Rahman Abbas.
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Resist move towards extremism

CHIEF minister Lim Guan Eng has called
on Malaysians to resist any socio-politi-
cal engineering efforts to change our
behavioural template from moderation to
extremism, moving from results to rac-
ism and the dangerous ideology of “spe-
cial rights” that includes the right to be
corrupt and to bully minorities or abuse
basic human rights.

“The proponents of these socio-polit-
ical engineers are supporters of the ruling
status quo but they spread a dangerous
ideology of hostility towards diversity
that directly threatens the peace and
harmony of our multi-religious and
multi-cultural nation,” Lim said in his
Deepavali message to Hindus in the na-
tion.

“We express our appreciation for
moderate Muslim groups for their sup-
port and condemning de facto Law
Minister Nancy Shukri for justifying the
Attorney-General’s refusal to to prose-
cute Perkasa president Datuk Ibrahim

Ali for threatening to burn copies of the
Bible (in Bahasa Malaysia and Iban)
with the term “Allah”, in that Ibrahim
was merely defending Islam which was
in line with the Federal Constitution.
This justification that defending Islam
gives Ibrahim the right to burn the holy
book of another religion is contrary to
Islamic precepts that prohibits Muslims
from burning holy books of another
religion,” Lim added.

Such hostility towards non-Muslim
and non-Malays cannot be the future for
Malaysia, especially when in doing so,
all the wrongs associated with corruption
and abuse of power are either ignored or
tacitly condoned.

“What is the use of appointing a for-
mer Transparency International President
Datuk Paul Low to fight corruption when
Malaysia is perceived as one of the most
corrupt countries in the world, evidenced
by the highest outflow of illicit money?”
he asked.

Bagan Dalam assemblymember A. Tanasekharan lighting the Deepavali oil lamp to

mark the celebration.

People from Datuk Keramat coming together to celebrate Deepavali.

“What is so difficult about implement-
ing open competitive tenders, public
declaration of assets by elected officials
of the government administration or bar-
ring close family members of leaders
from doing business with the govern-
ment? If it can be done by Pakatan
Rakyat in Penang, why can’t it be done
by the federal government?”

The Malaysian International Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Malaysia
(MICCI) said recently that Malaysia is
19 years behind South Korea in terms of
productivity because of graft, leakages,
complacency and archaic labour laws.

Malaysia’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) per worker productivity last year
was equivalent to South Korea’s - but in
1995.

“To put it simply, on average, a
worker in Malaysia in 2013 is as produc-
tive as a worker in Singapore 35 years
earlier in 1979. Gross domestic product
per worker in Malaysia last year is also

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng with his two deputies a

Little India Deepavali celebrations.

equal to that of a Japanese worker in
1972, Hong Kong in 1982, Taiwan in
1990. MICCI asked the right question
that Putrajaya is always quick to point
out that Malaysia is better than Thailand
or Vietnam or Indonesia. But why is
Malaysia choosing the worst and not the
best to make comparisons?”

Putrajaya’s shocking inability to an-
swer has caused them to turn to and rely
on socio-political engineers to focus on
emotional ethnic and religious hatred as
well as bare-faced lies to distract atten-
tion from addressing the real problems.

For this reason, the leaders who have
failed are asking for the revival of pre-
ventive laws not against those who are
responsible for oppression and corruption
but against those who voice out against
such injustices.

“Let Deepavali remind us of our sa-
cred duty to shine the light against the
darkness of oppression and corruption,”
Lim said.
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Awards for ‘unsung heroes’

Story and Pix by Chan Lilian

THERE is a group of people
behind the scenes who have
served the state with full dedica-
tion and commitment.

Without them, our streets will
be dirty, drains clogged, rubbish
not collected and in general, lead
to total unhygienic conditions.

Many times, these people will
also go beyond the call of duty
and work around the clock when
major a disaster strikes.

It is work above all else.

They are the general workers
employed by both councils — Pen-
ang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) and Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP).

Though some of them have
retired, a group of 11 workers
were not forgotten for their con-
tributions.

They were given the honour of
receiving the Pingat Jasa Kebak-
tian (PJK) from the Governor
during the Governor’s 76th birth-
day recently.

Tan Soon, Teh Soon Lee, Ng
Eng Guan, Ng Say Tee, Low
Chooi Chiew, Law Kim Poh, Sim
Swee Cheng, H’'ng Lay Ear, Tan
Kooi Lai, Tan Ah Pin and Low
Chooi Liang who were all dressed
in lounge suits stood proudly
amongst those who received their
titles and medals.

The MPSP workers received
their medals for the 3D tasks they
shoulder - dirty, dangerous and
difficult.

These 3D workers are a special
group of brave and courageous
folk who go beyond the call of
duty.

“I have encountered snakes
while attempting to remove ob-
jects from clogged drains. The
most difficult and unforgettable
task was during the tsunami inci-
dent in 2004. Although we are
MPSP workers, we helped in Batu
Feringghi. Apart from the emo-
tional side where we had to re-
cover victims, it was very tough
digging in the sand clogged with
sea water,” recalled Mohd. Sali-
wen Mat Jab, 49.

During the Governor’s birth-
day, 10 workers from MPPP and
another 10 from MPSP were
awarded a medal.

Some of them have worked for
over 30 years and one of them,
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Retired council workers (seated) in a group photo with Penang State leaders.

Abdul Rahim Md Yusoff, has
been with MPPP for 40 years,
currently cleaning the Air Itam
area.

We do not need to look far and
wide to understand what 3D work-
ers do as they are all around us.

On Penang island, the MPPP
workers are usually dressed in
bright yellow T-shirts. Spotted
along the Esplanade recently were
a group of workers who were
shovelling sand brought up to the
road by high waves.

Buletin Mutiara asked the
group of workers who were
drenched and had sand in their
hair and faces: “Why do you keep
shovelling the sand when the
waves are bringing up even
more?”

Arul Selvan, 54 who is the
Public Health Assistant who was
overseeing the workers at the
scene said: “Eight of my men had
been here since early morning as
they need to remove the sand from
blocking the drain outlets. Oth-
erwise, the Esplanade will be
flooded.”

The workers had been working
round the clock following the
flash flood.

These workers are the “un-
sung heroes” in our society who
have helped to ensure a cleaner,
greener, healthier environment
and they deserve all our respect
and attention. The next time
you see them working hard,
remember to give them a smile
of appreciation.

Although the work is tough, MPPP workers are cleaning up Esplanade cheerfully.

Mohd. Saliwen (left) with younger colleague Mohd. Shukor Hassan, 39 who also received a medal for
his 3D work.
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