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Story by Chan Lilian

TRAFFIC congestion remains a
big concern and pain for Penan-
gites and visitors.

The Penang Transport Master
Plan (TMP) has set out a time
line from now until 2030 to put
in place an efficient road network
that will support the economic
and social objectives of the na-
tion as a whole, as well as for
Penang in particular.

“This TMP is second to none.
It is massive. No other state gov-
ernment has embarked on this.
Only in Penang,”Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said after the
launched of the briefing of the
TMP for the Project Delivery
Partners (PDP) in Komtar on Aug
27.

Thean Heng (standing) taking the
interested parties on a tour in a bus to
several locations on the mainland and
island to brief them about the Transport

Masterplan.

Twenty-seven companies
have expressed interest for the
RM27 billion project which will
be implemented from now till
2030 through a PDP concept.

“This is a comprehensive
master plan that includes and
integrates land, sea and rail
modes of transport, and it was
adopted by the state government
in March 2013,” Lim said.

Penang has experienced tre-
mendous economic growth espe-
cially in the past few years, and
will continue to undergo urban
revitalisation and expand over
onto the mainland through more
growth centres and urbanisation.

“There is an ever increasing
demand for infrastructural and
transportation needs such as new
highways, rapid transit public
transport on land and
also connectivity
across the channel and
with our neighbouring
states,” he said.

“These are the chal-
lenges the state gov-
ernment needs to tack-
le and overcome from
now and the years
ahead so as to ensure
Penang’s future devel-
opment will continue
to be sustainable, in
terms of competitive-
ness and cost of doing

Efficient transport
network by 2030

http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

Governor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas (centre) cutting his birthday cake in style with your not-so-
average cake knife. Also seen here are (from left) Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, Penang State
Assembly Speaker, Datuk Law Choo Kiang, Toh Puan Majimor Shariff, the governor’s wife, and Lim’s

wife, Betty Chew.

business and quality of life for
the people of Penang for all so-
cial groups,’he added.

“And together with efforts by
Northern Corridor Implmenta-
tion Authority, the mainland
(Seberang Perai) especially will
see a lot more investments being
poured in, resulting in various
socio-economic developments
— not just manufacturing indus-
tries for foreign exports but also
the promotion of local cottage
industries, new growth centres

resulting in housing schemes and
urban centres, tourism projects to
benefit the local population, even
educational institutions and
theme parks, like for example the
new township coming up in Batu
Kawan,” he added.

The next 20 years will be an
exciting period for Penang, both
on the island as well as on the
mainland.

That’s why the state govern-
ment is determined to have the
Transport Master Plan imple-

mented holistically through the
PDP concept.

The briefing session was done
by Chief Engineer, Ir. Lim Thean
Heng and the interested parties
were taken on a tour of the vari-
ous locations on the mainland
and island.

Also at the briefing were Pen-
ang state exco members, assem-
blymembers, Members of Parlia-
ment, councillors and other
leaders.
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The two ‘Ps’ now ‘married’

THE date Sept 18 will go down
as a historic moment as it
marked the culmination of a
100-year engagement between
Penang and Phuket where both
cities are now “married”
through friendship city status.

The signing was done by the
local government heads of the
two ‘Ps’ - Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP) chief
Datuk Patahiyah Ismail and
Phuket Mayor Somjai Suwan-
supana.

“I wish to thank state exco
member Chow Kon Yeow,
Phuket Governor Maitri Inthu-
sut, ambassador of Thailand to
Malaysia Krit Kraichitti and
Consul-General of Thailand to
Penang Srirat Vathesatogkit
for making the signing of the
MOU of Friendship City status
possible,” Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said in his speech at
the signing ceremony.

Thailand is one of the three
neighbouring countries (the
others being Indonesia and
Singapore) where Phuket and
Penang are bonded by blood,
tied by culture with a shared
history and driven by common

values of honesty, hard work
and tolerance of new ideas and
diversity.

“Whilst we have a shared
past, the future would depend
on how both Penang and
Phuket can mutually benefit
for a win-win formula for both
cities,” Lim added.

The opening of Asean free
trade by 2016 marks a new
chapter of trade, investment,
tourism, economic and devel-
opment cooperation for the
600 million people living in
Asean.

The friendship city status be-
tween Penang and Phuket marks
a new chapter of a mutually
beneficial productive relation-
ship exchanging the expertise of
Phuket in tourism with the tech-
nological knowledge of Penang.

Phuket with 70,000 hotel
rooms and an annual 12 mil-
lion tourists has much to teach
Penang in terms of networking
and promotion of new prod-
ucts, events and experiences.

Penang’s entry into the cre-
ative cluster due to the pres-
ence of of the 3Ts of talent,
technology and tolerance can

The friendship city status between Penang and Phuket being signed by Patahiyah (left) and Somjai
as representatives and dignitaries from Penang and Phuket look on.

also share our expertise with
Phuket.

“I'am told that I am the first
Penang Chief Minister to make
an official visit to Phuket. Our
high-powered delegation in-

Celebrating the birth of Malaysia

cludes three other memoran-
dums of understanding com-
prising of MOUs between the
respective Chambers of Com-
merce, two private MOUs of
one between fast food operator

Marrybrown and the local
franchisee in Thailand and the
other one of a purchase of a
Phuket hotel by Penang busi-
nessman Datuk Syed Aidid,”
Lim added.

THE site was Fort Cornwallis, one of Penang’s more
iconic landmarks.

The atmosphere was one filled with joy, thankful-
ness and above all, unity, as hundreds upon hundreds
of Malaysians showed up to celebrate Malaysia Day,
and the establishment of this great land we all call
home.

It was a night of observing and embracing the
spirit of togetherness and multiculturalism, a key
concept of which Malaysia was established upon 51
years ago.

This trait we all as Malaysians share was clearly
seen when various members of the huge crowd
showed up in a wide array of traditional ethnic cos-
tumes to gather together and celebrate home.

Among the key highlights of the night was the
traditional dance and musical performances from the
Malay, Chinese, Indian, and East Malaysian com-
munities.

The performances were an ode to the old saying,
“actions speak louder than words”, as everyone
watching was drawn into the culture and history of
the many different races that make up Malaysia.

Opening the event was Chief Minister Lim Guan

Eng who, in his speech, urged all
Malaysians to respect one another and
promote a peaceful co-existance.

“Malaysia Day is a very important
celebration for all of us as we are all
made up of many different people
from many different racial and reli-
gious backgrounds. Today’s celebra-
tion is a clear sign that all Malaysians
are united as one and are able to come
together to celebrate the coming to-
gether of our beloved Malaysia,” Lim
said.

Lim also pointed out the impor-
tance of Sabah and Sarawak joining
Malaya on this day in 1963 because
without Sabah or Sarawak, there
would be no Malaysia.

“Our diversity here in Malaysia is a gift, and not
a weakness, as diversity is strength and unity. From
this, let us all work together with one another to know
more about the different cultures here in Malaysia,
sharing our cultures, knowledge and language,” Lim
said.

Ending the night with fireworks going off into the sky, wishing our
country a very happy Malaysia Day.

Seen at the celebration was Governor Tun Abdul
Rahman Abbas, his wife, Toh Puan Majimor Shariff
and other state exco members and leaders.

The night ended on a high note with a beautiful
display of colours from the dazzling two-minute long
fireworks display.
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University students get RM1,000

Story and pix
by Chan Lilian

A TOTAL of
549 students re-
ceived
RM1,000 each
from the state
government to
assist them for
entry to public
universities.

This year, the
assistance is
provided to di-
ploma and de-
gree students
from three pri-
vate institutions
of higher learn-
ing other than
public universities.

These universities are Wa-
wasan Open University (WOU),
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rah-
man (UTAR) and AIMST.

Two ceremonies were held
on the island and mainland on
Aug 23 and Aug 24.

Almost RM500,000 has been
given out to these deserving
students from Penang so far.

In his speech at the Pesta
site in Sungai Nibong on Aug
23, Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said, “You are our hope.
Your parents, local community
and the state place our hopes
on you to return to contribute
to Penang.”

Lim praised the parents and
teachers who had nurtured the
students from young and helped
them to achieve success.

Adrian (left) and his proud father at the cheque-presentation ceremony.

Adrian Loh, 18, who has
secured a place in Universiti
Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia for
his diploma, said he heard of
the IPTA assistance and applied
online.

When asked if he will heed
the Chief Minister’s call for the
graduates to return to Penang
to serve the state, Adrian said:
“I will want to come back to
Penang to work next time be-

Quick action by MP
surprises residents

THE power of social media, when
harnessed and put to good use, is
certainly beneficial to the community.

One such example is the recent
case of the landslide at Bukit Kukus
(or commonly known as Bukit Awa-
na).

A resident of the nearby condo-
minium at Bukit Awana, Leow Beng
Hock, had posted on his Facebook
about the incident.

Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal
Singh, who heard about the matter,
went for a site visit on Sept 9.

Thereafter, the developer covered
the exposed hill slope with plastic
sheets.

However, another landslide hap-
pened due to the rainy weather, with
residents staying in the area com-
plaining of “teh tarik” water flowing

from the slope.

Ramkarpal made a second visit on

Sept 16.

Leow was surpised to see
Ramkarpal and posted on his
Facebook, “When it comes to
serving the people, YB Ram-
karpal is very serious. After I
posted the latest landslide
situation located behind Bukit
Awana, he and his personal
assistants arrived to the site
within an hour. We are so
lucky to have such a commit-
ted team. No joke man!! Thank
you YB and team!”

Following the two inci-

Mas Sufika is all smiles as she gets her cheque from the Chief

Minister.

cause it is a beautiful place to
stay. Moreover, the industrial
area provides a lot of job op-
portunities.”

Another recipient, Mas Su-
fika Umairah Mohd. Yusoff,
21, is taking a degree in Li-
brary Science at UiITM Puncak

dents, the assemblymembers Ramkarpal visiting the landslide area at Bukit Kukus.

for Air Itam Wong Hon Wai

and Paya Terubong Yeoh Soon

Hin together with Ramkarpal’s rep-
resentative Darren Quah met the
Penang Island Municipal Council’s
Engineering Department on Sept 18
to resolve the matter.

Penangites now have access to
their respective assemblymembers
and Members of Parliament through

Perdana.

Her father is a taxi driver.

She said she will definitely
come back to Penang after her
graduation.

“Everything in Penang is so
special and so different from
other places,” she said.

Ramkarpal Singh - https://www.
facebook.com/ramkarpal
Wong Hon Wai - https://www.fa-

cebook.com/wonghonwai99

You can find some of these leaders’
FB at :

Yeoh Soon Hin - https://www.fa-
cebook.com/yeoh.soonhin.1



Blame policies, not Malays

Story and pix by Mark James

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng disa-
greed strongly with former Prime Min-
ister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad on his
remarks criticising the country’s Malays
for being lazy.

“We always believe that it is failed
policies that hinder people from success,
definitely nothing to do with their race,”
he said during a press conference at the
Pakelo Autofest 2014.

He added that in the 60’s, China was
known as having the poorest economic
governance, even being known to the
world as the “sick man of Asia”.

Yet today, China has grown to become
the second largest economic powerhouse
of the world.

“Once liberalisation policies were set
in place by Deng Xiaoping in the 1970s, individual
enterprises drove the country‘s economy within one
generation. This shows that any society can rise up
and thrive given the correct economic policies,” Lim
added.

Dr Mahathir had also reportedly said that the Ma-
lays were not hardworking, lacked good values and
working ethics.

FROM PG 1

Lim (right, with Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh) strongly
disagrees with Dr. Mahathir’s ‘lazy Malays’ remark.

“We have many cases of Malays who perform well
in the private sector. But there is a trend where the
universities are seeing women comprising of 70% of
first year enrolments.” he had added.

The sudden steep drop in enrolment of males into
varsities should be addressed by the federal govern-
ment as this is a cause for alarm.

“Again we stress that it is the failed policies that
stifles success, not race”.

posal as follows:-

Master Plan Strategy 2013-2030)

OPENING DATE :
CLOSING DATE :

Transport Master PlanStrategy Reports.

Date : 27 August 2014
Time: 9.30am

The offer is made to local and international companies to participate in the Request For Pro-

TITLE : ROADS AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT PROJECTS IN PENANG (Penang Transport

15th AUGUST 2014 (FRIDAY)
16th DECEMBER 2014 (TUESDAY)

1. Interested bidders are required to submit a non-refundable sum of Ringgit Malaysia Two
Thousand Only (RM2,000.00) by way of banker’s cheque postal order to the Bendahari
Negeri Pulau Pinang to obtain the RFP Tender document, including six (6) volumes of the

2. The RFP document and Reports are available at the Cashiers’ Counter, Level 3, KOMTAR,
Penang during office hours from 8.00 am — 5.00 pm with effect from 15 August 2014.
3. The RFP document and Reports are available at the Cashiers’ Counter, Level 3,
Penang during office hours from 8.00 am — 5.00 pm with effect from 15 August 2014
4. Interested bidders are required to attend a briefing as follows:

Venue: Auditorium A, Level 5, KOMTAR, Penang Road, Penang

KOMTAR,

5. Completed documents should be sealed in an envelope clearly marked at the top right

hand corner of the parcel as Request For Proposal for Roads and Public Transport Projects
in Penang, Malaysia before 12.00 noon on 16th December 2014 at The Local
Government Division, Level 56, KOMTAR, 10503 Penang.

. Documents submitted after the closing date will not be considered. LGD has the right to
call off the RFP tender at any time before or after the closing date without giving any
reasons whatsoever.

For further enquiries, please contact Ir. Lim Thean Heng at +604-6505410 /+604-2613454 ( limthean-
heng@gmail.com) or Engr. Mustaqin at +604-650568 (mus_wm@yahoo.com)

Principal Assistant Secretary, Local Government Division
Penang State Secretariat

AROUND TOWN

FREE PROGRAMME

D’HOME Mental Health Association will hold a free
six-module “Family Link Education Programme” for
families and caregivers of individuals with severe and
persistent mental illness. The course is on Sept 27
(10am to 12.30pm) and Oct 4 (10am to 12.30pm and
1pm to 2.30pm) at 66. Lintang Bukit Jambul, Bayan
Lepas. For details, call 04-6434432 or email to
dhomepg@gmail.com.

LEVEL UP HANGOUT

THE Redbox Studio organises Level Up on a month-
ly basis. Level Up is a free, casual networking and
learning session held on the third Thursday of each
month from 7pm to 9pm. Limited to the first 20 peo-
ple who register. No walk-ins allowed. For venue
details, go to http://redboxstudio.com/level-up/.

ORCHESTRA CONCERT

THE Penang Philharmonic Orchestra will present a
concert called “Beethoven’s Fifth” on Sept 28 at 3pm
at the Dewan Sri Pinang auditorium. Tickets are priced
at RM20 for students and RM40 or RM60 for adults.
Tickets can be purchased at their office at G1, Dewan
Sri Pinang. Details, call 04-2622462 or 012-4854733.

MANDARIN COURSE

HAN Chiang College Centre for Languages and Train-
ing will organise the Elementary Communicative
Mandarin starting Oct 11 for eight consecutive Satur-
days from 2.30pm to 4.30pm. The course will cover
four skills - listening, speaking, writing and grammar.
For details, call HCCLT at 04-2831088 ext 146 or
email to info.hcclt@gmail.com

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

GET your website questions answered when you at-
tend Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions
every Tuesday at Complex USM. Book your session
at www.redboxstudio.com/tech-tuesday or call
Krista (016 451 9193).

ENGLISH CLASS

BRITISH Council is now organising a school holiday
workshop in November and a Holiday Intensive course
from Dec 4 to 12, The classes are for students aged
between five and 17. Seats are limited and based on
first-come, first served basis. To register, call 04-
2630330, or e-mail penang@britishcouncil.org.my

CANCER AWARENESS

IN conjunction with Cancer Awareness Month 2014,
Penang Adventist Hospital is organising a Best CSG
(Cancer Support Group) logo and bag-decorating
competition at the hospital’s auditorium, Level 2. The
one-hour event on Oct 5 will start at 1pm. Registration
closes on Sept 26. For details, call 04-2227344 or e-
mail healtheducation@pah.com.my

YOGA CLASSES

HINDU Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga classes
every Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the Hindu Ma-
hajana Sangam, Gandhiji Ashram, at 674, Jalan Kebun
Bunga. Call Raju at 016-4351211 for details.

Ends.
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MyTeksi officially launched

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

TAXI service provider MyTeksi launched
its Penang beta trial in early April this
year.

From this, the home grown taxi mo-
bile booking application company soon
saw an exponential 500% growth in taxi
bookings, making it the largest and most
preferred taxi booking service in Penang.

Now, MyTeksi has officially kicked
off its services here in Penang with an
official launch ceremony at Fort Corn-
wallis in early September.

Penang is MyTeksi’s eighth major
location, right after Kuala Lumpur, Pu-
trajaya, Cyberjaya, Selangor, Malacca,
Johor, Negri Sembilan and Sarawak.

Speaking during the launch, MyTeksi
general manager Adelene Foo said the
main reason behind starting this com-
pany was to improve taxi operations,
making the whole taxi experience a
smooth process, from booking to pick-up
to arrival.

“People only need to download the
mobile app on their smart phones, and
from there, place a destination. Then, a
whole list of taxis using the MyTeksi app

Taxi drivers posing with a cut-out of MyTeksi icon after the event.

will appear on screen, each showing their
exact location and how long it will take
for them to get to you. You select a taxi,
and watch it make its way to you,” Foo
said.

Foo added this puts an end to tire-
lessly trying to hail a taxi out on the
street to only have to haggle for the fare.

She also added that MyTeksi Penang
cabs don’t use the meter, unlike its op-
erations in other states, but the fare is
still reasonable.

“What used to be RM20 for the same
distance is now RM9 and what used to
be RM10 is now RM7 with MyTeksi,”
she said as she demonstrated the usage

Botanical Gardens still in order

RECENT reports in a few newspapers
have painted the Penang Botanical
Gardens to be in a rather poor light,
claiming that the green tourist attraction
is now nothing like what it once was.

In light of this, the Penang Botanical
Gardens Department held a press con-
ference to directly address the issues
raised in regards to the “poor upkeep”
at the gardens.

Present at the press conference was
Mohd Azwa Shah Ahmad, director of
the Botanical Gardens department and
consultant curator of the gardens, Stew-
ard Henchie.

A few points they both rebutted are
as follows.

First was the issue of rusted building
structures and broken signages within
the gardens.

Azwa clarified that abandoned and
rusty looking structures were part of
the old bathroom area which was about
to be demolished as a new bathroom
facility has already been built at the
Formal Garden area in May.

As for the broken signage, Azwa said
plans were already under way to change

and upgrade them throughout the entire
garden as part of this year’s mainte-
nance work.

Next was the issue of murky waters
due to the lack of cleaning and the
potential danger of the aedes mosquito
breeding in the area.

Azwa said the murky water was
actually due to algae in the pond, a
result of the numerous fish and turtles
released into the ponds by visitors to
the gardens.

“The ponds are not dirty, it looks
cloudy due to the algae which come
from the fish and turtles released here
by visitors and made worse when peo-
ple regularly feed the wildlife in the
ponds,” he said.

As for the aedes mosquito, Azwa
said fogging has been conducted at the
gardens on a regular basis.

Responding to the claims that the
prized Victoria Amazonica (giant wa-
terlily) lilies were not doing well,
Henchie merely pointed out one simple
fact.

“The Victoria Amazonica is an an-
nual flower, but here in Penang with its

of the app while trying to get a cab from
Fort Cornwallis to Komtar.

Also present at the event was Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng who com-
mended MyTeksi for leading the change
in the taxi industry in Penang.

“MyTeksi is also an example of how
businesses can profit and bring about
sustainable social change. The taxi in-
dustry in Malaysia was in need of a re-
vamp and MyTeksi saw the opportunity
in it. Taxi drivers registered with MyTek-
si has seen an increase of 30 to 300% of
their take-home income. For passengers,
they have the assurance of a safer, faster
and more reliable taxi service. I have
many positive testimonies from both
drivers and passengers who are regular
users of MyTeksi, especially those who
fly back to KL at all kinds of odd hours,”
Lim added.

MyTeksi has also made its presence
known in other countries around the
region, including Singapore, the Philip-
pines, Vietnam and Thailand, under an-
other brand name, ”Grab Taxi”.

To date, MyTeksi has been down-
loaded onto 1.7 million mobile devices
in the region with 100,000 downloads
onto mobile devices in Malaysia.

The Penang Botanical Gardens Department held a press conference to directly
address the issues raised in regards to the “poor upkeep” at the gardens.

tropical climate, they’ve been around
for a good five years now, a very rare
feat for this species of water lily. This
is a result of proper plant care, some-
thing that all the staff here take great
pride in,” he said.

Finally, in answering claims that the
Botanical Gardens were no longer a

place of interest, Azwa pointed out that
in their records, since the start of 2014
up till the month of August, a total of
61 agencies ranging from the govern-
ment and private sectors and even a few
schools, have booked areas in the gar-
dens for their private functions and
events.
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Federalism and decentralisation

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

WOULD Penang have done better with
decentralisation?

This was the poser raised at Penang
Institute’s “Federalism In Malaysia De-
sign and Practice” conference on Sept 15.

Penang’s GDP grew from RM39.2
billion in 2005 to RM62.6 billion in 2013,
or 6% annually over eight years, with
much of the growth concentrated in the
years after 2008.

“If there was decentralisation, no
doubt Penang’s GDP would have grown
much more with its taxes focused on
local development,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said in his speech at the
event.

“Between 2001 and 2008, Penang paid
RM25.7 billion in revenue but only re-
ceived less than 3%. If there was more
balanced sharing and development,
growth in Penang would be faster. De-
spite getting only 3% of revenue, Penang
still managed an annual growth of 6%.

“In an evolving and maturing demo-
cratic society, over-centralisation of de-
cision-making powers will not bode well
for the aspirations of the people.

“Over-centralisation also denies Ma-

Some of the participants at the ‘Federalism in Malaysia: Design and Practice”

Conference.

laysia the various benefits of federalism,
like inter-state competition, collaboration
and innovation.

“These are dynamic features that
would no doubt serve our multi-cultural
society best. In addition, a development
policy concentrated in the Klang Valley
(and now Iskandar) has resulted in a lack

of infrastructure outside these regions,
causing great geographical imbalances
in development.

“It is also imperative for us to recap-
ture the spirit of federalism and restore
functional and bilateral federal-state re-
lationships to catapult regional and na-
tional growth to greater heights.

Gathering of glass makers

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix by Mark James

THE 38th ASEAN Glass Conference was held here

in early September.

The conference was attended by some 262 del-
egates from 24 countries, all from the glass manu-

facturing industry.

The event was organised by the ASEAN Fed-
eration of Glass Manufactures (AFGM), a 37-year-
old association composed of glass manufacturers

from all over Southeast Asia.

Leaders in the industry got a chance to swap
ideas, learn new concepts and expand their network

base for all things glass.

The theme for this year’s conference was “Go

The covert and overt centralisation
which includes appropriation of state
powers and resources that had happened
through the seconding of federal officers,
establishment of federal oversight agen-
cies and legislative control, must be
checked and reversed.

“I believe that we should celebrate our
diversity not just at the religious and
socio-cultural level, but also at the gov-
ernance level. And this can be achieved
through devolution of powers and local
democracy.

“The Penang state government under
Pakatan Rakyat is a firm believer in de-
mocracy, diversity and decentralisation,
and that Penang’s future lies in a vibrant
federation of Malaysia.

“As such, we passionately support the
research and advocacy of federalism by
the Penang Institute under the leadership
of Zairil Khir Johari and distinguished
researchers such as Prof Datuk Woo
Wing Thye, Dr Lim Kim Hwa, Dr Ong
Kian Ming, Dr Wong Chin Huat and
Datuk Dr Toh Kin Woon.”

Among those present at the event were
Parliamentary Opposition Leader Datuk
Seri Anwar

Ibrahim and Zairil, who is executive
director of Penang Institute.

Green with Glass”, reflecting the glass industry’s
ongoing efforts to promote a green concept to be
sustainable and remain competitive.

Officiating the opening ceremony was Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng who said that the theme of
this year’s meet was well in line with the Penang
state government’s mantra to promote a “Cleaner,
Greener, Safer and Healthier Penang”.

“We in Penang share the same ideals with this
year’s conference. Our vision of being the very first
green state in Malaysia can only be achieved if we
practise sustainable development in utilising scarce

A shot of some of the 262 delegates who attended the 38th ASEAN Glass Conference.

resources in a manner which would allow them to
still be available for our children tomorrow,” Lim
said.

The conference was held over a span of five days
which incorporated many sightseeing activities
amidst the busy schedule of talks, workshops and

networking opportunities.

AFGM chairman, Henry T. Susanto, in his open-
ing speech, praised Penang’s UNESCO heritage
site in George Town, saying that the sights and
sounds of George Town painted a vivid picture of
Penang’s rich cultural heritage.
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Upgrading for Desa Mawar
sports facilities

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei
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THE 5,000-0dd residents of Desa Mawar in Air Itam have their
assemblymember Wong Hong Wai to thank for the upgrading
works on two basketball courts costing about RM9,700 re-
cently.

“The upgrading work on the second basketball court was
completed about a week ago and it involved the setting up of
two poles complete with board and nets and a fresh cement floor.

“We hope the upgrading of the basketball courts and facilities
at the children’s playground will benefit the residents here,”
Wong said when he launched the newly upgraded basketball
court on Sept 19.

He added that the first basketball court was upgraded at a cost
of RM4,700 and completed a few months ago.

Wong said he is always looking for ways to improve health
and sporting activities in the Air Itam area.

“Last year, upgrading was carried out in Cheeseman Road,
Kampung Pisang, Shaik Madar, Happy Valley and Desa Mawar,”
Wong said, adding that the public was welcome to offer sugges-

tions to improve playground and sports facilities. Wong applying the finishing touches to the upgrading work.

Firefly starts Penang—Krabi route

FIREFLY Sdn Bhd on Sept 11
launched its first flight to Krabi
from Penang International
Airport.

Flight FY 3490 departed
Penang at 8.35am and arrived
in Krabi at 10.45am. The return
flight, FY 3491, will depart
from Krabi at 9.35am and ar-
rive Penang at 11.45am.

In celebration of this new
service, the airline, known for
its affordable and convenient
travel deals, will operate three
times weekly to and from Pen-
ang/Krabi using its 72-seater,
single-class ATR 72-600 turbo
prop.

Tickets were up for sale
from Sept 11, starting from an
all-in one-way fare of RM147
(1470 baht).

“We began operations from
Penang in 2007 and until pres-
ently Penang is registered as
our home base. It gives us great
pleasure to announce this new
route, as Penang has always
been a state close to Firefly’s
heart,” said Ignatius Ong, Fire-
fly chief executive officer dur-
ing the launch of the inaugural
flight by Chief Minister Lim

Guan Eng.

Also present were Tourism
Authority of Thailand’s direc-
tor for Malaysia and Brunei
Suwat Kumwong, exco for
Tourism Development and
Culture Danny Law Heng Ki-
ang and Penang State Tourism
general manager Ooi Chok
Yan.

“This three times weekly
flights from Penang to Krabi
are complemented by another
four weekly flights to Phuket
and three weekly flights to Koh
Samui bringing it to a total 10
weekly flights between Penang
and Thailand.

“Firefly carries some 300
passengers weekly to and from
Penang and Thailand, thus
bringing in a total of 1,705,851
passengers over the past three
years from 2011 to 2013. We
believe this as a very encourag-
ing development for Firefly and
Penang, especially with 2014
being Visit Malaysia Year,”
Ong said.

Meanwhile, Lim said he is
very pleased with this new
milestone in the aviation indus-
try, especially with regards to

the growth of Penang’s net-
work.

“Firefly’s business model
and offerings are in line with
Penang’s aspirations to en-
hance our tourism industry as
a whole. Penang boasts of a
growing holiday and medical
tourism sector. The state re-
corded an encouraging arriv-
als numbers at Penang Inter-
national Airport this year. For
the first two months of this
year, there were over 268,000
domestic arrivals and more
than 196,000 international ar-
rivals.

“Compared with 2013, the
numbers have increased by
33.4% for domestic travels and
8.23% for international arriv-
als. Penang accounted for 60%
of 555,000 foreign medical
tourists to Malaysia last year.
Seven private hospitals from
the Penang Health Association
(PHA) recorded a revenue of
RM280 billion in the past
year,” he added.

He said the Penang Interna-
tional Airport is the second
largest and most busy airport
in the country.

Some of the passengers waiting to board Firefly’s inaugural
flight from Penang to Krabi showing their appreciation before
boarding the plane at Penang International Airport.

“Each week, 55 cargo flights
take off from the Penang Inter-
national Airport to the rest of
the world. As for the passenger
terminal, a total of 450,000
visitor arrivals is recorded
every year. Penang also has
direct links with Medan, Ja-
karta, Bangkok, Phuket, Koh
Samui, Singapore, Taipei,
Hong Kong, Canton and Xia-
men and via Kuala Lumpur to
many parts of the world,” Lim
added.

He said another positive
outcome of Firefly’s route into
Thailand is the establishment
of Penang as a second gateway

for Malaysia into medium and
long-haul destinations.

“Firefly’s direct connectiv-
ity between our country and
Thailand will bring more visi-
tors from Thailand into Pen-
ang. This will also help open
new business opportunities for
Penangites and foster closer
relationship between the Indo-
nesia-Malaysia-Thailand
(IMT) countries.

“You may not realise it, but
we are in this together. You are
not alone. When Firefly does
well in Penang, Penang also
does well,” Lim said when
rounding up his speech.
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Penang property market roars

JAGDEEP Singh Deo, exco
member for Town & Country
Planning and Housing who
was at the launch of the “My
Property Fair” on Aug 26, had
raised his concerns on “inves-
tor clubs” which were identi-
fied as one of the reasons for
the rise in property prices in
the Klang Valley.

In June, Jagdeep had called
upon the Urban Well-Being,
Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister to clarify the
said new ruling where devel-
opers have to register the
names of buyers of more than
four houses at one time to the
ministry and ensure that it is
clear that there is a curb or
restriction upon the purchase
of more than four units by an
individual purchaser at any one
time, and further, to clarify
what punitive measures will be
taken if there is a breach of the
said condition.

In August, Jagdeep received
a reply and, as confirmed by
Datuk Jerry Chan, chairman of
REHDA Penang (Real Estate
and Housing Developers As-
sociation), that the measure is
merely to gather data.

Chan also shared figures
related to the drop in property
transactions.

“Despite the cooling meas-
ures taken nationwide and also
in Penang, property transac-
tions in Penang fell a miniscule

0.3%. This is in comparison to
KL with 13.4%, Selangor 10%
and Johor 4.5%. Penang re-
mains very attractive to inves-
tors,” Chan said.

However, Jagdeep assured
that Penangites who are pur-
chasing their first home will be
able to have access to afford-
able homes.

“So far, 100,000 forms have
been snapped up by the people
but only 5,000 have been re-
turned by interested buyers,”
Jagdeep said.

This prompted Chan to won-
der.

“Where are the genuine
buyers? People have been talk-
ing about the lack of affordable
homes in Penang and yet, when
there are houses available the
buyers can’t buy because of
difficulties in getting a loan.
Many first time buyers need
help from the bank to assist
them. If they can’t get loans, it
defeats the purpose of provid-
ing affordable homes,” Chan
said.

Jagdeep agreed and said:
“Banks must take the respon-
sibility and offer a more attrac-
tive package for this category
of people.”

The My Property Fair fea-
tured over 20 projects from
major property developers and
real estate agents and attracted
a large crowd during its five

days. Chan and Jagdeep looking at some of the properties on display at the fair.

Reward for syndicate information

THE state government has urged any civil
servant with information on the syndicate fal-
sifying information to guarantee potential
buyers of low to low-medium cost housing
units to step forward and report to the au-
thorities.

State exco for Town and Country Planning
and Housing Jagdeep Singh Deo stressed that
no payment is required for a housing unit ap-
plication to be approved nor will it ensure
anyone a unit, anywhere.

“To obtain a low cost, medium cost and or
affordable housing unit, applicants have to
submit the PN1 form to the housing depart-
ment, and that’s all there is to it,” Jagdeep said
in a press conference in Komtar.

“Upon receiving the form, the housing de-
partment, headed by me, will enter the names
into our system and the selection process will
then be carried out by the Selection Process
Enhancement Committee (SPEC), also headed
by me,” Jagdeep added.

This was in direct relation to a police report
made by a developer after they received com-
plaints of a syndicate promising and guarantee-
ing the chance to purchase affordable housing
units by obtaining payment of between
RM10,000 and RM30,000.

With that in mind, civil servants who pro-
vide information on wrongdoings and graft
within government departments would be

)

presented with the ‘i’ (Integrity) Award and

RM10,000 from the state government.

This reward system was introduced by the
state government in January 2009 in an effort
to achieve zero corruption.

As of now, there has been only one person,
Chief Judge in the Syariah Court, Datuk Yusof
Musa, who has received the Integrity Award
when he came up to expose the wrongdoings
of a staff member in the Syariah Court.

“We at the state government and essentially,
the state housing department would greatly
appreciate any information regarding this syn-
dicate, aimed at taking advantage of potential
home buyers. We also ask the police force to
carry out a thorough investigation into this
matter,” Jagdeep said.
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Cash award for
ommonwealth
(Games heroes

Story by Nazleen Najeeb
Pix by Alissala Thian

SIX Penang athletes who did the state
proud at the recent XX Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow, Scotland,
were given cash incentives by the
state government to honour their
achievements.

A total of RM140,000 was given to
squash queen Datuk Nicol David, bad-
minton duo Chan Peng Soon and Tee
Jing Yee, weightlifter Zulhelmi Md
Pisol, lawn bowler Azalina Bt Arshad
and diver Ooi Tze Liang.

“The amount is not much, but Pen-
ang treasures and appreciates such hard
work and achievements,” said Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng before handing
the cheques to the respective medallists
and representatives on Sept 5.

Lim was glad these Penangites
carved a niche among the almost 5,000
participants competing in the games.

Winning the first medal for Malay-
sia, Zulhelmi won silver in his 56kg

65,000 expected

THE coming Asics Penang Bridge
International Marathon 2014, which
will be held for the first time on the
Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
Bridge, has received overwhelming
response as some 52,000 partici-
pants have signed up for the run.

State exco for Tourism Develop-
ment and Culture Danny Law Heng
Kiang said the number was expected
to increase to 65,000 by the time
registration closes on Sept 30.

He said the run on Nov 16 would
be the country’s largest marathon for
the third consecutive year.

Law said the event would try to
gain entry in the Guinness Book of
World Record for the World’s Long-
est Bridge Marathon.

He was speaking at the ceremony
on Sept 18 to thank the event’s spon-
SOrS.

“Early bird and Stage 1 runners
from Penang can collect their early
bird race packs from 8.30am to

snatch lift and received RM20,000
while the badminton duo bagged
RM7,500 each.

Azalina who scored silver in her
lawn bowls four category was given
RM5,000.

Gold medalist Nicol took home
RM40,000 while Ooi to received the
highest reward of RM60,000 after win-
ning gold in his 3m springboard and
silver in the 10m platform dive.

At the event, Nicol took the oppor-
tunity to thank the state government for
the continuous support given to the
athletes.

“It is a boost for the young sports-
men to perform better,” added Nicol
who was given RM100,000 last year
for her seventh world title.

Also present during the ceremony
were Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon, state Youth,
Sports and Women, Family and Com-
munity Development Committee chair-
man Chong Eng and Bagan Jermal
assemblyman Lim Hock Seng.

for bridge run

12.30pm on Sept 28 at the Penang
Botanic Gardens pavilion (in front
of the garden’s office).

‘The race packs can also be col-
lected at St Jo’s at Gurney Paragon
from 1lam to 8pm daily from Nov
8 to Nov 13.

“Alternatively, runners can also
get the race packs at Queensbay
Mall’s ground floor from 1lam to
8pm daily from Nov 8 to Nov 13,7
he said, adding that some of the or-
ganiser’s efforts was to ensure run-
ners’ comfort and to avoid long
queues at the collection counter as
it gets closer to the race date.

Law said another reason why run-
ners enjoy APIBM is because they
can get a chance to experience Pen-
ang.

“Runners outside of Penang often
extend their stay to experience the
state’s beautiful beaches, heritage
architecture and the delicious food,”
he added.

September 16 - 30, 2014

(From left) Chan, Nicol and Zulhelmi beaming with pride over the glory they brought
to Malaysia.

PEJABAT SETIAUSAHA KERAJAAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG

KENYATAAN TAWARAN TENDER
KOD TENDER : PSUKPP / TENDER / 11 / 2014

Tawaran adalah dipelawa kepada petender tempatan BUMIPUTERA yang berdaftar dengan
Sistem e-Perolehan Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang dan Kementerian Kewangan
Malaysia di bawah kod bidang berikut: 221003 — Mencetak Buku, Majalah, Laporan
Akhbar dalam bidang perkhidmatan yang masih sah tempoh lakunya bagi menyertai
tawaran tender berikut:-

PERKHIDMATAN MEREKABENTUK DAN MENCETAK BULETIN MUTIARA
(JANUARI 2015 HINGGA DISEMBER 2016)

2. Petender dikehendaki mendaftar dengan e-Perolehan, Jabatan Kewangan Negeri Pulau
Pinang. Hanya petender yang berdaftar boleh memuat turun Dokumen Tender melalui laman
web tersebut. Dokumen tender boleh dibeli dengan harga RM50.00 secara online dan
dimuat turun melalui Sistem e-Perolehan Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang
(http://lep.penang.gov.my) mulai 15 September 2014 (Isnin).

3. Semua petender yang berminat menyertai tender ini adalah diwajibkan untuk menghadiri
sesi taklimat yang akan diadakan pada 23 September 2014 (Selasa), jam 10.00 pagi,
bertempat di Bilik Mesyuarat Unit Perancang Ekonomi Negeri, Tingkat 26, KOMTAR,
10503 Pulau Pinang. Petender dikehendaki untuk membawa Sijil Asal Kementerian
Kewangan berserta maklumat kod bidang yang berkaitan yang masih sah laku, Sijil Akuan
Pendaftaran Kontraktor dan salinan resit rasmi pembelian dokumen tender tender melalui
Sistem e-Perolehan Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang. Hanya petender yang membawa
dokumen-dokumen tersebut sahaja akan dibenarkan masuk untuk sesi taklimat.

4. Dokumen Tender yang lengkap diisi mestilah diserahkan bersama-sama maklumat-
maklumat yang dikehendaki dan dimasukkan ke dalam sampul surat berlakri, bertulis tajuk
dan no. tender serta hendaklah dimasukkan ke dalam Peti Tender
PSUKPP/TENDER/11/2014 yang ditempatkan di Unit Perancang Ekonomi Negeri (UPEN),
Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang, Tingkat 26, Kompleks Tun Abdul Razak
(KOMTAR), 10503 Pulau Pinang sebelum jam 12.00 tengahari, pada atau sebelum 15
Oktober 2014 (Rabu).

5. Tawaran yang dikemukakan selepas daripada masa dan tarikh yang ditetapkan tidak akan
dipertimbangkan. Kerajaan Negeri tidak terikat untuk menerima mana-mana tawaran yang
terendah, tertinggi atau sebarang tawaran. Kerajaan Negeri berhak untuk membatalkan atau
menunda atau menggantungkan tawaran di atas sebelum atau selepas tarikh dan masa
tutup tawaran tanpa menyatakan sebab-sebab di atas keputusan tersebut.

Y.B. Setiausaha Kerajaan
Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan
Negeri Pulau Pinang
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Cycling for underprivileged children

Cyclists on their 21.6km ride for charity.

OVER 2000 cyclists took part in the
Journey for Hope Charity Fun Ride held
on Sept 14 with the aim of raising
RM350,000 for underprivileged students
from 10 selected schools in Penang.

The event, jointly organised by the
Sungai Emas and Tanjung Bungah village
security and development committee
(JKKK), also aimed to promote a healthy
lifestyle among Penangites.

Leading the charge for a healthy life-
style choice were Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng and his wife Betty Chew.

“The state government has provided
full support to Hearts of Hope programme
over the past four years. Over 600 under-
privileged students will benefit from to-

day’s event and I thank all of you who
are here, registered and raring to go,” he
said.

“The main purpose for JCI E-Metro as
organizers to run this programme is to
contribute and give back to our local
community in order to improve their
education level and living quality,”
Hearts of Hope chairperson Florence
Choy said.

Bukit Bendera MP Zairil Khir Johari
flagged off the 21.6km ride at 7am.

The event took the riders from the
starting point at the Esplanade, passing
through Weld Quay, making their turn at
Karpal Singh Drive, Straits Quay and
returning to the starting line at Esplanade.

Auto fest kicks up street
racing adrenaline

A racer burning some rubber during the gymkhana event at the Pakelo
Lubricants Autofest 2014- Street Challenge.

IT was the sound of engines revving and smell of burning rubber as some 30
racers from the local and international racing circuit thrilled and wowed circuit
race enthusiasts at the Pakelo Lubricants Autofest 2014- Street Challenge held
at the newly named Karpal Singh Drive.

The Sept 14 event also marked the return of four-wheel auto racing to the
streets of Penang after a more than 20-year hiatus since the 80’s when the Es-
planade area was turned into a race track for organised racing and auto festivals.

“Organised by LCT Oilmaster Sdn Bhd the main objectives of the event are
to provide a safe platform for aspiring drivers to show their skills on specially
set-up street race tracks and to promote tourism in Penang in conjunction with
Visit Malaysia Year 2014,” said Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

“We are proud to bring back motorsports to Penang with Pakelo Lubricants,
and being a car & motorsport enthusiast myself, we can only envision this to
be the start of more great things to come from LCT Oilmaster,” Lim Seng Keat,
chairman of LCT Oilmaster, said.

The highlight of the day-long festival was the gymkhana event, a time-trial
based event meant only for top class drivers.

Pakelo Lubricants is a lubricant company based in Italy.
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BIL NAMA PEMAJU

BAHAGIAN PERUMAHAN, PEJABAT SETIAUSAHA KERAJAAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG.

SENARAI LOT-LOT BUMIPUTERA UNTUK DIJUAL

LOKASI NAMA PROJEK

HARGA BAKI UNIT

Technic Development Sdn Bhd
7132-7135, 1st Floor

Jalan Bagan Jermal, Taman Bintang
12100 Butterworth

No. Tel : 04-3328759 / 3236911
No. Fax : 04-3334469

Sunway Grand Sdn Bhd
No. 1 Persiaran Mahsuri 1/3
Sunway Tunas

11900 Pulau Pinang

No. Tel : 04-6439898

No. Fax : 04-6441313

SP City Development Sdn. Bhd.
6683, Jalan Bagan Ajam

13000 Butterworth

Pulau Pinang

No. Tel : 04-3327666

No. Fax : 04-3337222

Bertam Properties Sdn Bhd
No.1 Jalan Dagangan 1

Pusat Bandar Bertam Perdana
13200 Kepala Batas

No. Tel : 04-5782017

No. Fax : 04-5759364

Prima Jadi Sdn. Bhd.
No.40A, Jalan Besar
Taman Cenderawasih
14300 Nibong Tebal
Seberang Perai Selatan
No. Tel : 04-5937168
No. Fax : 04-5937177

Di Atas Lot 2493 & 2494 (H.S.(M)1815 &

H.S.(M) 1816, (GM1888 & 1889),
Mukim 14,

Seberang Perai Utara

Pulau Pinang.

Di Atas Lot 70171, 70172 & 70174,
Mukim 12, Jalan Kekabu 2

Daerah Barat Daya

Pulau Pinang.

Di Atas Lot 2869 (Lot Lama 719)
Mukim 19

Seberang'Perai Utara
Pulau Pinang.

Di Atas Lot 9115, Bertam Perdana 2,

Fasa 2A, Mukim 6, Kepala Batas
Seberang Perai Utara
Pulau Pinang.

Di Atas Lot 3974 & 3975, Mukim 11
Seberang Perai Selatan
Pulau Pinang.

Taman Tanjung
Indah

Sunway Cassia
(Fasa 2)

Taman Selayang
Indah

Bertam Perdana 2
Fasa 2A
(Bertam Lakeside)

Taman Cowin

PEGAWAI

JENIS PEMAJUAN HARGA SEUNIT SELEPAS KUOTA
POTONGAN 5% BUMIPUTERA FELELNEL
Rumah Bandar RM552,000.00 - RM524,400.00 - " Ooi Choon Lai
3 Tingkat RM820,000.00 RM779,000.00
Rumah Teres RM976,974.00 - RM928,125.30 - 22 Jenny Khor
3 Tingkat RM1,682,000.00 RM1,597,900.00
Rumah Sesebuah RM1,288,000.00 - RM1,223,600.00 - 2 Tan Siew Fong
3 Tingkat RM1,488,007.00 RM1,413,606.65
Rumah Sesebuah RM787,000.00 - RM747,650.00 - 3 Mohd Fahmi bin Mohtar
2 Tingkat RM792,800.00 RM753,160.00
Kedai/Pejabat RM428,800.00 RM407,360.00 7 Chua Soo Tien
Tingkat

Rumah Teres RM364,800.00 - RM346,560.00 - 12
3 Tingkat RM458,800.00 RM435,860.00

Rumah Teres
2 Tingkat

RM278,800.00 -
RM442,800.00

RM264,860.00 -
RM420,660.00

24
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Dengue Updates

Story by Caleb Yeoh

FROM the start of this year till Sept 6, a total of 1,401 dengue
cases have been reported, showing a huge spike as compared
to the 531 reported in the same period last year, resulting in
an increase of 163.8%.

As of now, a total of five deaths have been recorded due to
dengue, as compared to two cases reported in the previous
year.

Currently, there are five locations in Penang where con-
trolled outbreaks have been reported. They include Flat Indah
in Teluk Bahang, Mutiara Perdana 2 in Sungai Ara, Taman
Muhibbah in Batu Maung, Lebuh Penang and Apartment Kota
Emas in Georgetown.

The single location where an uncontrolled outbreak has
been reported is at the Jalan Perda Selatan area in Prai. Also,
one dengue hotspot area would be Greenlane Heights, George-
town.

Residents in these two areas should take necessary precau-
tions to curb the spread of dengue.

Speaking on behalf of the state health department, exco for
agriculture and agro-based industries, rural development and
health, Dr Afif Bahardin has urged all residents in Penang, to
take the necessary steps to stop the spread of dengue.

A few tips given by him include conducting regular checks
for mosquito eggs around the house, taking part in regular
community clean-up activities, allowing regular mosquito
fogging and to immediately seek medical attention if the
early symptoms of dengue pops up. These early signs are joint
and muscle pain, nausea and a loss of appetite.

Bonding through charity and sports

THEMED “Together, we save lives”, the Merdeka
Run/Ride 2014, organised by Malaysian Red Cres-
cent Society (MRCS) Seberang Perai Chapter, Oat
Kings Sports, LP Mountain Bike Club and Penang
Amateur Athletic Association (PAAA), saw 5.000
people turning up in full support of a meaningful
contribution to society.

Endorsed by the state government, the platform
integrating charity and sports was held from 6am
till 1pm at the Bukit Mertajam Ng Yam Huat Hall
on Sept 7.

“It’s our intention to save more lives especially
during emergencies,” said organising chairperson
Dr Tan Sock Hooi.

The biggest charity event ever held on the main-
land aimed to help out with the maintenance and
operational cost of three MRCS Penang ambu-
lances which provide not only rescue and help for
the public but also are a 24-hour service during
festive seasons at their service centres in Permatang

September 16 - 30, 2014

Tinggi, Butterworth and Batu Maung. The healthy zumba moves were a hit with many youngsters of all races.

Flagging off participants for the 30km bicycle
ride, 10km run and 4km fun run, Youth and Sports,
Women, Family and Community Development exco
Chong Eng also urged Penang youths to be involved
in uniformed bodies like MRCS and be equipped
with knowledge especially first aid in reaching out
to the community.

Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
president Maimunah Sharif also joined the event
in conjunction with our independence day.

Participating together in the 10km run were
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim and Machang
Bubuk assemblymember Lee Khai Loon.

Meanwhile, the participants and volunteers shed
some sweat with tai chi moves and line dancing.

Not to mention they enjoyed Zumba with Lisa
Lim and tried a new walk called Nordic Walk where
everyone uses a pole to walk to lighten the weight
on the knees and lower body joints.




http:www.facebook.com/buletinmutiara
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E I N F @ September 16 - 30, 2014

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
ridwan wan48@yahoo.com
BERTA BERTA
YB Shorlful Azhar Othman }T; 012-411 4690 Asrol Scml Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL o PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra/8@yahoo.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
F) 04-573 4630 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 zqﬁoggg/\a?h% 019-507 3828
zahadi55@yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR ) TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid ﬂ 04 -351 2873 Norhayati Jaafar 019-4337119
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie/ 1 19@yahoo.com.my
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin , 012-594 1515
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m H 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | [ Jamaludin Said 019-413 0799
udinmtd@gmail.com
PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 Hj. Mohd Tuah Ismail 019-570 9500
F) 04 - 866 4202 tuahismail@yahoo.com
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob T) 04 - 866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849
F) 04 - 866 1821 halilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04-594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET; 04 -227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey A
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA 994
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF

SOCSO

N1
N2
N3
N4

N5
Né

N7
N8

N9

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)

JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG
PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

Penaga
Bertam
ll;incmgl
ungga
Permatang
Berqngan
Sungai Dua
Telok Air
Tawar
Sungai Puyu
Bagan
Jermal
Bagan
Dalam

N10 Seberang

Jaya

N11 Permatang

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim .
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/I Rajaji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PAS PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 575 5584
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

:011-1060 8823 - Shukri
:019 - 593 3736 - Fatimah
: 017 - 424 9371

:019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza

:013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man
:013 - 598 1435 - Raudzey Razali

: 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee
: 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon

- Tasrin

Keong

:016 - 473 1963 - Gesan

04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Mohd. Iskander

:019 - 412 8442 - Kamal

Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012 - 4740964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N16 Perai : 04 -399 6689 - Selvi
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai : 010 - 929 6603 - Ariff Baseri
Acheh
N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina

Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus

N27 Pengkalan
Kota
N28 KOMTAR

N29 Datok
Keramat

N30 Sungai
Pinang

N31 Batu
Lancang

N32 Seri Delima

N33 Air ltam

N34 Paya
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

N34 Pantai
Jerejak
N37 Batu
Maung
N38 Bayan
Lepas
N39 Pulau
Betong
N40 Telok
Bahang

:04 - 829 0614
g
:012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
- Hong Kian
Ben

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah
N24 Padang Kota :

:012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin

012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

Keat

: 012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang

010 - 811 7300 - Razin

:017 - 480 7417 - Varinder

04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
04 - 282 6630 - Shuen

: 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna

:019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James

:012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet

:012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon

Lee
016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee

:016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul

016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
: 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

:019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman

016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho

:016 - 599 2918 - Saifullizan
: 012 - 422 4935 - Zulkiflee
: 017-413 5695

- Johan Abu
Bakar
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS
MPSP 2014 MPPP 2014
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 MPPP 04 - 259 2020
Tan Hooi Peng (DAP) 012 - 498 6212
Mohd Shaipol Ismail (DAP) 012 - 552 4791 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
(DAP)
Chandrasekeran a/l S. 012 - 5619870 Sing) Aln e [IDAF] OIREENlece
Maniam (DAP) Tay Iieong Ser.wg (DAP) 019 - 321 9392
B Gooi Seong Kin (DAP) 016 - 457 1271
Sukumar a/l Subramaniam 019 - 4422113
gov.my
(DAP)
Loh Joo Huat (DAP) 012-4221133 :
) ] Joseph Ng Soon Siang (DAP) [ 012 - 423 9143
jhloh@mpsp.gov.my 2 :
Tan Kim Hooi (DAP) 016 - 438 7855
Tan Chong Hee (DAP) 019 - 411 5598 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
(DAP)
Tan Chee Teong (DAP) 012- 4017718 Mohd Hariszuan Jaharudin - | 013 - 379 6019
(DAP)
Michael Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
(DAP) (PKR)
Muhammad Sabri Md. 013 - 432 0207
P. David Marshel (DAP) 019 - 412 3397 Osman (PKR)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
H'ng Mooi Lye (DAP) 012 - 425 2602 [P
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 945 9621
(PKR)
M.Satees (DAP) 016 - 438 4767 -
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
PKR
Chong Pei Pei (DAP) 012-476 7729 ( )
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 - 4708811
5 R Chik (PKR)
ng EuLeong (PKR) 0107700508 Lim Boon Beng (PKR) 012 - 564 4400
Rezal Huzairi Md Zaki (PKR) | 017 - 409 7702 U ZEiiie) g Eme ([FIKR) O = 1578 507
Iszuree lbrahim 016 - 443 3205
Abdul Jalil Che Ros (PKR) 013 - 489 3227 (PAS)
Mhd Nasir Yahya (PAS) 012 - 402 6739
Shafigah Shobha Abdullah 016 -496 1659 Dr. Lim Mah Hui(NGO) 012 - 4221880
(PKR) —
Eric Lim Seng Keat (NGO) 016 - 4143428
Rajasegar a/l Govindasamy | 019 - 411 7051 el [Foer iemmie ClCa celeee
(PKR) (NGO)
Zulkifli lorahim (PKR) 018-576 1622
Zulkiefly Saad (PKR) 013 - 436 2848
Mohd Rizal Abd Hamid (PKR) | 012 - 424 3878
Ho Leng Hong (PKR) 017 - 487 2767
Omar Hassan (PAS) 019 - 571 8031
Ahmad Kaswan Kassim 019 - 408 4899
(PAS)
ahmadkaswan@mpsp.gov.
my
Wong Chee Keet 012 -451 1312

(NGO)

Dr. Tiun Ling Ta
(NGO)

[ttiun@mpsp.gov.my

04-508 0039 (Tel)
04-657 0918 (Fax)

Ahmad Tarmizi Abdullah
(NGO)

013 -414 4822
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Malaysia through the ages

Story by Caleb Yeoh
Pix provided by Abigail Lim

FROM the annual Merdeka parade to the final instal-
ment of this year’s George Town Festival, the streets
of George Town on Aug 31 were filled with bustling
activity.

However, held on the grounds of Penang Times
Square was yet another Merdeka themed event, but
with a slightly different purpose.

A crowd of some 1,500 people were at Freedom
Fest 2014, a non-profit event aimed at walking all
who attended through the eras of Malaysia.

The event was organised by FGA Center Penang.

This journey of going through Malaysia was set
up via five stations with a carnival theme in mind.
Members of the public were issued passports to take
part in various activities themed around Malaysia
through the ages.

From guessing/smelling the various spices Penang
was famous for to mix and matching various Lat
comic strips, guests got to take part in a re-enactment
of some of Malaysia’s most historic moments.

The other three stations encompassed sports, a
social media station and an arts and craft section
centred on one’s hopes for our country, getting eve-
ryone in on the festivities.

Festival director, Dr Yeoh Keat Cheong said the
event was a way of gathering Malaysians together
to celebrate our “tanah air’s” birthday and reminding
all who entered the festival grounds that “Malaysia
is beautiful, and beauty is Malaysia”.

Also, a short film was screened on a huge LED
panel on the concept of hope for Malaysia, encom-
passing the beauty that is our country, and the choice
that we all as Malaysians have, to make this country
great.

At the end of the night, a total of some 300 bal-
loons were released into the air, each carrying hand-
written notes from all participants, carrying their

[
Some of the 300 balloons which were released into the sky, carrying the hopes and wishes for Malaysia written
by some of her children from Penang.

well-wishes for the country off into the skies.

The event was originally intended to be officiated
by Pulau Tikus state assemblymember Yap Soon
Huey, but due to the PPS arrests her services were
needed elsewhere.

Nevertheless, the festival was running on all cyl-
inders with Malaysians and tourists from all walks
of life gathering together to celebrate Malaysia.

Evening with singing, dancing doctors

WE usually see them as someone serious who is
concentrating fully on the job at hand.

That should be the case anyway as doctors
deal with lives.

But on Oct 17, you will get the chance to see
some doctors — maybe even your neighbourhood
family doctor — prancing around on stage!

The event is the charity gala “Viva La Pinang!
A Charity Musical Evening With Doctors”, to be
held at Dewan Sri Pinang at 7.30pm.

Watching your doctors singing, dancing and
acting exactly like the professional stage enter-
tainers, the specially choreographed musical
celebration is an amazing experience not to be
missed.

The event is expected to attract 1,180 donors
in the hope of raising RM500,000 to cover the
cost of a new building for Penang Family Health
Development Association (FHDA), a non-
profit NGO which has been providing health
services for marginalised groups for the past 54
years.

“I am grateful for the commitment and support
from volunteers and co-sponsors,” said event
organising chairman Dr Gan Kam Ling at The

Gleaneagles Medical Centre (GMC) in a press
conference on Aug 27.

At the press conference, there was also a
teaser in the form of a trailer of what can be
expected that night.

Dr Gan, who chaired a similar event for the
first time in 2010, added the performances this
time are truly awesome.

Among the highlights will be “Shanghai
Night” sensational singing session by Dr Gan
herself and “Phantom of the Opera”.

Meanwhile, FHDA chairman Yeap Meng Chee
said the collective effort of the doctors was
greatly appreciated.

“I am glad our organisation will finally have
a place of our own after all these years.” Yeap
added.

“The 60 volunteer doctors from all hospitals
in the island trained very hard as they polished
their ‘hidden talents’,” said GMC chief executive
officer Ivan Loh after handing a sum of money
to FHDA.

For details and to book your seats, contact
Christine Low at 04-2813144.

Tickets prices range from RM 100 to RM1000.

Dr Gan will be performing her piece in ‘Shanghai
Night’ at the charity celebration.
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Charting the progress of PWDC’s GRPB pilot
project in Kampung Sungai Chenaam

By Yasmin Bathamanathan,
Communications and Exter-
nal Relations Officer, PWDC

THE Penang Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) has
been pioneering a ground-break-
ing Gender Responsive and
Participatory Budgeting (GRPB)
Pilot Project which is not only
the first of its kind in Malaysia,
but also in Southeast Asia.

GRPB, which is a Penang
State Government initiative, is
carried out in collaboration with
the MMK Kerajaan Tempatan
(State Executive Council for
Local Government) and both
local authorities of Penang,
Majlis Perbandaran Pulau
Pinang (MPPP) and Maijlis Per-
bandaran Seberang Perai
(MPSP).

Aiming to strengthen and
transform the relationship be-
tween local governments and
communities, GRPB empha-
sises the empowerment of ordi-
nary citizens so that they too
become active change agents in
the development of Penang.

Employing a “bottom-up”
approach to community consul-
tation, the GRPB Pilot Project

YUSRI (right) with the Men below 18 Focus Group Discussion.

is carried out in four stages:
Census (Stage 1), Focus Group
Discussions (Stage 2), Voting on
Priorities (Stage 3) and Planning
and Implementation of Prior-
itized Projects (Stage 4).

The GRPB model is an exer-
cise that not only encourages
communities to come together
and develop a sense of owner-
ship over their residential areas
and environments, but also
empowers them to actively par-
ticipate in planning and decision
making on matters that affect
them.

Kampung Sungai Chenaam
in Seberang Perai, which is one
of the communities that PWDC
is working with for its GRPB

Pilot Project, has just concluded
Stage 2 of the exercise.

Stage 2 (Focus Group Dis-
cussions) was carried out from
Aug 25 to Sept 21, 2014 with
the aim of understanding and
discussing community needs
and problems faced by Kam-
pung Sungai Chenaam residents
that were identified during an
earlier census.

The census, which was car-
ried out during Stage 1 by
PWDC with the help of Zakat
Pulau Pinang, saw a total of 221
out of 310 houses or 71% sur-
veyed.

For the purpose of the Focus
Group Discussions, the resi-
dents of Kampung Sungai Che-

naam were separated into nine
groups according to specific
gender and age categories. The
nine groups were:
(1) Men below 18
(2) Women below 18
(3) Men aged 19-30
(4) Women aged 19-30
(5) Men aged 31-60
(6) Women aged 31 - 60
(7) Men and Women Senior
Citizens
(8) Disabled Men and Women
(9) Children (male and female)
below 12

According to PWDC’s GRPB
Project Officer Mohd Yusri Yaa-
cob, the Focus Group Discus-
sions are a vital component in
the execution of GRPB.

“It is very effective as the
residents as a group give their
views and suggestions to de-
velop Kampung Sungai Che-
naam that would improve their
quality of life.

“This is in line with GRPB’s
motto of ‘different people, dif-
ferent needs’ that recognises the
different needs of women, men,
children, senior citizens and the
disabled,” he said.

The views and suggestions of
Kampung Sungai Chenaam
residents gathered from these
Focus Group Discussions will
be collected and then voted on
in Stage 3 (Voting on Priorities
and Budget) which has been
slated for early Oct 2014.

Focus Group Discussion with Women aged 19-30.

Shared responsibilities the way to achieve work-life balance

By Yasmin Bathamanathan,
Communications and Exter-
nal Relations Officer, PWDC

ON Sept 13, Penang Women'’s
Development Corporation
(PWDC) in collaboration with
the Penang State EXCO for
Youth and Sports, Family,
Women and Community De-
velopment, held the Lean IN @
Penang Forum III (Mandarin)
at Sunway Hotel, Seberang
Jaya.

Attended by 55 participants
of all ages and background, the
Forum saw a higher participa-
tion of men in this third edition
with 13 men joining in work-
shop inspired by Facebook
COO Sheryl Sandberg’s trail-
blazing book, Lean In: Women,
Work, and the Will to Lead.

Among the core activities of
the Forum were two sharing

sessions; the first being the re-
alities of women in the work-
force and the obstacles faced,
followed by the session in
which the participants worked
together to figure out solutions
to some of the issues raised.

In her speech, EXCO for
Youth and Sports, Women,
Family and Community Devel-
opment Chong Eng spoke
about the difficulties faced by
women in real life.

“In our society’s stereotypi-
cal view of women’s lives,
marriage is seen as a merit for
women, a plus-point for them.
However, in reality that is not
the case. Marriage is not a
merit for women.

“When a woman gets mar-
ried, she not only washes her
own clothes but also her hus-
band and children’s clothes, if
she has children.

Chong Eng and the facilitators of Lean IN @ Penang (Mandarin)

“Not only does she have to
do the washing, she also needs
to do the folding and ironing.
These are just a few of the
many little details of household
chores that a woman needs to
take care of,” she said.

Another obstacle that is
keeping women from pursuing

their careers is the fact that at
this point in time, the current
system which does not encour-
age women pursue certain ca-
reers solely because of their
gender.

Chong Eng also said that the
government does play a role in
ensuring women to lean in at

work, particularly by creating
an environment that enables
women to continue participat-
ing in the workforce.

One way to achieve this
would be through the imple-
mentation of flexi-working
hours, which Chong Eng said
was introduced in the 6th Ma-
laysia Plan but is yet to be im-
plemented even though we are
now in the 10th Malaysia Plan.

“This is due to the lack of
demand from voters for flexi-
hours and this is something
voters should voice out and
demand for, especially women
voters,” she said.

Chong Eng concluded by
encouraging the participants to
work together at home so that
the women would have the re-
sources, mainly time and en-
ergy, to pursue a career and
achieve a work-life balance.
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New Year ‘babies’ to celebrate
with George Town

Story by Chan Lilian

MAKE your birthday a memorable one if you
are born on Jan 1.

The Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) is organising the City Walk on Jan 1,
2015 to commemorate City Day.

According to records, in 1956, George Town
became the first municipality in the Federation
of Malaya to have a fully elected council, and
onlJan 1, 1957, the municipality became a city
by aroyal charter granted by Queen Elizabeth
II.

MPPP is targetting 10,000 participants in
its family-oriented recreational 5-km City
Walk in the heritage enclave.

Participants of all ages are welcome to
participate at a nominal fee of RM 10 for adults
and RMS5 for children aged 5-12 years.

However, for those born on Jan 1 they get
free participation and the chance to go on stage
to cut the giant birthday cake with MPPP.

This year, the Penang Adventurers Club
(PAC) will be working with MPPP for the third
consecutive year to organise the walk.

The Penang Adventurers’ Club was found-
ed on April 24, 1976, by a group of energetic
and dynamic young men in Penang who shared
a common interest in their love for nature,
outdoor life and adventure.

Do not take peace for granted

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng re-
minded all present at the Inter-Faith
Goodwill dinner that it was by the
good grace of the Almighty that Ma-
laysians have this opportunity to
celebrate Malaysia Day, for the 51st
time with abiding peace, harmony and
unity amongst Malaysians from all
racial backgrounds.

“While differences have been the
cause of a spilt in the human race in
other parts of the world, we in Penang
and Malaysia live in relative peace
and harmonious conditions tempered
by a heightened and sensitive level of
respect, co-operation and understand-
ing for each other.

“However, we must not let compla-
cency take root nor assume that such
conditions shall continue forever. It is
our constant and sacrosanct duty as
religious and state leaders to uphold

and maintain this heavy responsibil-
ity together and to continue the forg-
ing and fostering a better and more
cohesive state and nation based on
these diversities,” Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said when officiating the
event on Sept 21.

Also present were Lim’s political
secretary Wong Hon Wai, and Bud-
dhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Sikh-
ism and Taoism ( MCCBCHST Pen-
ang Branch chairman Sukhindarpal
Singh

Lim added that multi or inter-faith
issues relate to diversity from the
perspective of human civilisation.

“Yet it is a basic feature in our so-
ciety and history, and also the key
momentum for the advancement of
human civilisation. Diversity means
difference, which implies that all
civilisations should learn from each

Sukhindarpal delivering his speech about bringing peace.

other. All civilisations, no matter long
or short in history, cannot be divided
into the good and the bad, and thus
should not be regarded as the reason
for conflict,” he added.

Meanwhile, Sukhindarpal said for
2014, MCCBCHST Penang branch
has donated two sets of school uni-

forms and a pair of shoes each to 300
orphans in the state.

“We hope this small contribution
will help these needy children to a
good start for the new school term,”
he said, adding that the council has
set a budget of RM40,000 for this
cause.
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Halal Penang extends relations
with Humber LEP

Story and pix courtesy of bdaily.
co.uk

HALAL Penang has signed an MOU with
the Humbler Local Enterprise Partner-
ship (LEP) and its local authority partner,
the North East Lincolnshire Council, to
explore new market opportunities.

The agreement formalises how the
three parties will support each other in
exploring opportunities that could pro-
vide economic benefit to both areas.

This will include Humber businesses
being supported to do business with
Malaysia and Southeast Asia and col-
laboration among all three parties to look
at the possibilities for developing a halal
industry/business park for halal products
and services, including the promotion of
innovation and technology transfer.

Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim, state
exco for Religious Affairs, Domestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs and chair-

man of Penang International Halal Hub,
said: “We look forward to working
closely together to share our strengths
including Penang’s manufacturing sector
and for the halal industries and the Hum-
ber’s food and energy sectors, with the
potential of a distribution centre sited in
the Humber region.*

Kishor Tailor, chief executive at Hum-
ber LEP, said: “The MOU formalises and
builds on the new connections that we
have made with Malaysia and allows us
to continue to identify new markets and
opportunities for Humber companies to
export as well as explore the possibilities
of inward investment opportunities.

“The region’s strong connections with
Malaysia, through visits between Penang
and the Humber area, offer the chance to
explore opportunities of mutual benefit.”

Councillor Chris Shaw, leader of North
East Lincolnshire Council, said: “The
signing of this Memorandum of Under-

Abdul Malik (fourth from left) and Shaw (fourth from right) presenting the MOU

after its signing.

standing is further evidence of interna-
tional interest in coming to the area.
“Here, we have the space and the ap-
petite to welcome growth that furthers our
core aim of creating a stronger economy.
“Through the MOU, we’ll be pushing
forward on ways of working with the
Malaysian government to develop op-

portunities to attract business from the
Far East and do the best for the people
that live and work in North East Lin-
colnshire.”

An International Halal Expo and Con-
ference will be hosted by the Penang
State in January 2015, which is in its sixth
year.
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Some of the festivities at the Penang Governor’s birthday cel-
ebration, in conjuction with the Penang State Awards Ceremony.

Man of the hour, Penang Governor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas greeting a few of his guests
at his birthday celebration.

Spotted at the Penang State Awards Ceremony
were Betty Chew, wife of Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng (centre) with Datin Teoh Hooi Tuang, wife of
Datuk Law Choo Kiang, the Speaker of the Penang
State Assembly and Datin Seri Hamidah Mat Daud,
wife of State Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan Darus.

Guests at the Governor’s birthday awaiting his arrival.
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Hokkiens elated land issue resolved

Chow (sixth from left) presenting the title deed to the Hokkien Kongsi at a press conference in Komtar on Sept 3.

Story by Chan Lilian

EXCO for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation,
Chow Kon Yeow had re-
cently helped The Trustees
of Hokkien Kongsi, Pen-
ang to solve a long out-
standing matter related to
land issues.

Elated with the matter,
one of the members, Rita
Lim, said: “We can finally
close the files on these two
land issues. A big thank you
to Y.B. Chow for his invalu-
able assistance.”

The Hokkien Kongsi had

a problem regarding the
land in Jalan Tanjong
Tokong, which was acquired
for the expansion of the road
by the Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP).

MPPP signed an agree-
ment with Hokkien Kongsi,
Penang in 1979, undertak-
ing to give them the land of
the present site of their
temple, Chooi Bee Keong.

This was not done for 35
years.

Finally, on Sept 3, Chow
presented the title deed to
the piece of land at a press
conference in Komtar.

“When Pakatan Rakyat

took over the administration
of the state government in
2008, Hokkien Kongsi, Pen-
ang came to see me in 2010
for assistance with regard to
the land opposite the Snake
Temple in Sungei Kluang,”
Chow said.

“When the land was ac-
quired in 1974 for the high-
way, they were only paid for
the area acquired (approxi-
mately 6,000 sq ft) and the
balance of 25,000 sq ft was
supposed to be exchanged
for the present road in front
of the Snake Temple. Noth-
ing was done after the high-
way was built and neither

did we get back the balance
of our land for over 30
years,” Lim wrote in a blog
post.

“YB Chow helped in
this long-standing matter
and he arranged for the
remaining lot to be re-
turned to us in 2011, after
37 long years. Needless to
say we were very happy to
have the title deed returned
to the Hokkien Kongsi on
its 155th anniversary din-
ner on March 11, 2011,
which is documented in
our book ‘The Story of
Hokkien Kongsi, Pen-
ang’,” she added.

Closing the gender gap

Story by Nazleen Najeeb

THE Women’s Leadership workshop or-
ganised by the Penang Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) on Sept 20 was
aimed at closing the gender gap, as its
theme “Women & Men Together for good
governance” indicated.

Some 40 women of various backgrounds
were given the opportunity to show their
potential in numerous sessions led by
PWDC Women’s Empowerment and Lead-
ership Programme manager Karen Lai Yu
ILEE.

At the workshop, some of the activities
were public speaking, presentation skills,
team and time management.

“Times have changed, women need to
get active and be full of confidence,” said
Pulau Tikus assemblymember Yap Soo
Huey at the launch of the event.

Women made up 50% of Malaysia’
population in 2013, but only 10% are
Members of Parliament while 11% more
are assemblymembers.

In addition, women in the government
sector are mainly found at the lower level.
Also present at the talk was exco for Youth
and Sports, Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development Chong Eng.

Hawker treat at
festive event

HUNDREDS of people were
feted to popular Penang hawk-
er fare in conjunction with the
Mid-Autumn Festival celebra-
tion held at Gurney Drive on
Sept 8.

The organiser, Association
of Dewa Hong Teik Pesiaran
Gurney, had lined up 22 stalls
to prepare various local de-
lights starting from 7.30pm.

Association chairman Datuk
Ewe Swee Kheng said this is
the fourth year they are cele-
brating the festival to support
the government’s call to en-
courage local cooks to dish out
hawker fare, which the state is
famous for.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng opened the event.

Also present were Pulau
Tikus assemblymember Yap
Soo Huey, exco for Tourism
Development and Culture Dan-
ny Law Heng Kiang and Bukit
Bendera MP Zairil Khir Johari.

Yap in her speech said hawk-
er food in Penang is famous
both locally and among foreign
tourists.

“This can be seen by the big
crowd which throngs the Gur-
ney Drive area in the evenings,
especially during weekends,”
she added.

“It is important too for Pen-
angites to enjoy the beautiful
seafront scenery while having
their food at the various restau-
rants and food stalls in the
area,” said Yap, who allocated

Cultural performance to entertain the crowd.

RM10,000 for the celebration
from her constituency fund.
She said she was pleased to
see the big crowd which came
to support the event and savour

the free food.

The people were also enter-
tained to a traditional dance,
electronic “Third Lotus Prince
Ne Zha” besides lion and drag-

on dance performances.

There were also lucky draws
for the owners of the hawker
stalls as a token of appreciation
for their support.
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A shot of some of the perfo-
mances during Malaysia Day,
held at Fort Cornwallis.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng on Sept 10 visited the fire victims of three
shoplots in Jalan Air ltam whose premises were razed by a fire the day

Malaysians loving Malaysia during the recent Malaysia Day celebration. earlier.

Some 75 senior citizens had a gala outing up Penang Hill recently, courtesy of Penang Hill Corporation. Senior Citizen Association Penang vice-president 1 A.A. Rajah
(front row, eighth from right) is seen here joining other senior citizens for a group photograph in front of the entrance to the lower hill station.
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Free training, leadership
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programmes for state officers

Story by Choong Yee Shun
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

THE state government on Sept 5 signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) with EQ Training & Development Consult-
ing to provide continuous leadership, management and integrity
training programmes for its officers.

Lead trainer and principal consultant of EQTD Consulting
Shankar Santhiram signed the MOU with Deputy Chief Minister
I Prof. P Ramasamy, in Komtar.

EQTD’s programmes will be provided on a pro bono basis
worth RM144,000 per annum.

During the press conference, Shankar said EQTD Consulting
Sdn Bhd will be providing free training and leadership pro-
grammes for the state government.

He added, they have completed seven programmes from
October 2013 to August 2014.

“There is also an upcoming programme on Sept 26 at Komtar
entitled ‘Leadership Define’,” said Shankar.

Also present at the signing ceremony was Chief Minister Lim

Guan Eng. Shankar taking a selfie with Lim.

State’s conducive investment climate

IN 2013, the state government adopted the Penang
Paradigm, a 10-year development blueprint for
Penang.

Under this plan, a comprehensive strategy for the
state’s future growth to be an intelligent and inter-
national state was established.

Alongside this, the state government also pro-
vided a conducive climate for both local and foreign
investors.

In this respect several major local and foreign
investments have recently been announced

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said the investments
included Seagate which will invest RM1.05 billion
to build a new plant in Batu Kawan Industrial Park.

Others are Penang Development Corporation
(PDC) which signed an MOU with Temasek to form
a joint-venture company to develop the Penang
International Technology Park and Business Pro-
cess Outsourcing Prime on a 206-acre land in Batu
Kawan with a gross development value of RM11.3

Part of the crowd at the Penang Master Builders & Building Materials Dealers Association 137th anniver-
sary dinner.

billion and finally, IKEA confirmed its entry to
Penang with a RM8 billion project following sign-
ing a land purchase agreement for 245 acres for
RM484 million.

“All of you may be concerned about the way
forward for Penang especially in its future develop-
ment plans. With the completion of both the Penang
Second Bridge and the Electrified Double Rail Track
projects, it will be expected that the construction
sector may grow at a slower pace now.

“Simultaneously, we have announced the Penang
Tunnel project with its related roads, and also work-

ing on the RM27 billion Penang Integrated Transport
Plan,” he said at the Penang Master Builders &
Building Materials Dealers Association 137th an-
niversary dinner recently.

Also present were Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon, Master Builders Association
Malaysia president Matthew Tee, Penang Master
Builders & Building Materials Dealers Association
president Datuk Lim Kai Seng and Penang Chinese
Chamber of Commerce executive adviser Tan Sri
Tan Kok Ping.

The Chief Minister added that according to the

Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB)
statistics, for the first half of 2014, the total number
of projects awarded is 160, out of which 25 are
government projects and 135 private.

“In terms of project value, the total value is only
RM1,985 million, with RM140 million from the
government sector and RM1,845 million from the
private one,” he said.

Lim also announced that the state government will
give a rebate of 35% for water rates for commercial
use (for construction sites only) at the new rate of
RM3 per cubic meter (m3).
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