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Story by Chan Lilian and Mark James
Pix by Alissala Thian and Adil Muham-
mad

AFTER four decades, George Town has
officially been recognised as a city and at
its helm as the first mayor of the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) is the newly-
appointed Datuk Patahiyah Ismail.

George Town was first conferred city
status in 1957 by Britain’s Queen Elizabeth
II but lost it in 1974 when it was merged
with the rural districts of Penang to form a
local government management board.

In 1976, the Local Government Act
recognised the board as the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP).

The declaration of the Penang Island City
Council (or Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang
- MBPP) and the appointment of the mayor
were held at the residence of Governor Tun
Abdul Rahman Abbas at Anjung Mutiara,
Seri Mutiara on March 31.

The Yang di-Pertuan Agong’s royal de-
cree on March 24 had declared Penang
Island as a city on Jan 1,2015.

The decree was handed over to the Gov-
ernor during the ceremony by the secretary-
general of the Urban Wellbeing, Housing
and Local Government Ministry, Datuk Seri
Arpah Abdul Razak.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, represent-
ing the state government, then announced
the appointment of Patahiyah as the mayor
of MBPP.

The Governor then handed over the
“cokmar” (ceremonial mace or sceptre) and
garlanded Patahiyah with the Chain of Of-
fice (kalung).

Both represent the power of the office
and power of the mayor respectively.

The Governor, Chief Minister, exco
members, assemblymembers and the
newly appointed mayor had tea before

Penang’s city status has been restored since its removal in the 1970’s.

Patahiyah was escorted for her maiden
speech at the new Penang Island City Hall
by a motorcade of two vehicles and 12
electric motorbikes belonging to MBPP.

“Today is indeed a historic day. This
event has been long awaited and it also
brings with it bigger challenges and greater
expectations from the people of Penang,”
she said.

“These challenges include providing
infrastructure, building our city’s environ-
mental image of being the highest of qual-
ity and lifting the state’s economy to be
more dynamic and competitive parallel to
our status as a city,” she said in her speech.

She also recognised that it was the
hard work of the city council staff that
elevated the township to a city but also
said that there will always be room for
improvement in terms of service and
management, stressing on their adopted
outcome based administration.

Councilor Joseph Ng Soon Siang said
with the new city status, the public can
expect to see better services.

“Before getting city status, expecta-
tions for us to perform was already very
high. We met those expectations and our
efforts paid off but even greater chal-
lenges await for us,” he said.

http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

We are a city again!

Among the new functions of the city
council is more authority over traffic
management and enforcement. Four new
departments will also be introduced,
namely landscaping, heritage enforce-
ment, solid waste management and pub-
lic cleanliness.

Penang now joins a list of 13 cities in the
country alongside Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh,
Petaling Jaya, Shah Alam, Alor Star, Johor
Baru, Malacca City, Kuala Terengganu,
Kota Kinabalu, Miri, Kuching North and
Kuching South.

MORE STORIES ON PG 2



Glittering night of Penang stars

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

FIREWORKS, Penang-born
international stars, P. Ramlee
goldies, Penang boria, drums,
dances and more entertained the
crowd at the night to mark Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP)
status on April 4.

Themed “Gilang Gemilang
Tanjung Penaga”, it was a pot-
pourri of everything Penang -
from Hokkien dialect songs to a
dance with background of Pen-
ang char koay teow.

The glittering night was
graced by Governor Tun Abdul
Rahman Abbas and his wife Toh
Puan Majimor Shariff, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng, exco
members, assemblymembers,
invited dignitaries and consuls-

general.

MBPP’s first female mayor,
Datuk Patahiyah Ismail, to-
gether with MBPP’s heads of
departments and councillors
were on hand to meet and greet
state government top brass like
State Secretary Datuk Seri Fari-
zan Darus, State Financial Of-
ficer Datuk Mokhtar Jait and
others.

A gigantic screen flashed
Penang-born famous celebrities,
sports icons, fashion icons and
also brought back memories of
old Penang and included sev-
eral historic moments of the is-
land.

The huge crowd which filled
the Esplanade field will long
remember the momentous night
which ended with a fireworks

display.

Datuk Bandar Patahiyah
pledged to work with her team
in the MBPP to give the best
service to all Penangites.

Meanwhile, Lim congratu-
lated the mayor on being the first
female mayor in Penang.

However, Lim reminded the
MBPP: “With this declaration,
I hope the workforce in MBPP
will carry out their responsibili-
ties wisely and be ever ready to
face increasing challenges while
providing the best service with
a Competent, Accountable and
Transparent (CAT) administra-
tion.”

With the declaration of its
city status, MBPP’s workforce
has increased from 3,576 to
3964.

Patahiyah is mayor of Penang Island

DATUK Bandar Patahiyah Ismail,
who was wearing a blue ceremo-
nial mayor’s robe with golden lace
trimmings, appeared at the Gov-
ernor’s residence looking very
serious.

This was to be expected as she
was to receive the tasks and re-

sponsibilities of being the mayor
of the Penang Island City Council.

Patahiyah began her career in
the Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) in 1985 as an
architect attached to the Building
Department.

In 1992, she helmed the Build-

ing Department as its director and
was instrumental in getting George
Town listed as a Unesco World
Heritage Site in 2008.

In June 2009, she made a mark
in history as the first female sec-
retary in the MPPP and then be-
came its president on March 1,

Program Sambutan
pena Majlis Pengisytiharan
jlis Bandaraya Pulav Pinang

Tarikh Masa Tempat
6 April-30 April 8.00 pagi Dewan Bandaraya
Jin Padang Kota Lama
Sekitar Sambutan
Bandaraya
7.00 malam Masjid Negeri
Pulau Pinang
04 April 8.30 malam Padang Kota Lama
5 April 8.00 pagi Lebuh Pantai P.Pinang
April 9.00 pagi Jin Dr. Lim Chwee Leong
9 April 9.00 pagi

April 12.00 tgh/hari Kompleks Sukan Balik
Pulau
April-12 April 8 pg -9 mim Tapak Penjaja
Jalan Kebun Bunga
25 April 2.00 petang Paras Dua,
Queensbay Mall
April 7.30 pagi Sepanjang Pantai

Golden Sands Resort

Patahiyah explaining to exco member for Local Government, Traffic

Management and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow the symbolic

meaning of the Chain Of Office.

2010.

She was conferred the Darjah
Setia Pangkuan Negeri (DSPN)
by Governor Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas in 2012.

At the declaration of the Pen-
ang Island City Council on March
31, Patahiyah received the sym-
bolic “cokmar” or the ceremonial
mace to signify the power of the
Penang Island City Council.

Thereafter, she was given the
Chain of Office after she took her
oath.

The robe, “cokmar” and Chain
of Office were designed and made
accordingto specifications of the
Commonwealth Countries’ May-
oral office.

Patahiyah’s robe in blue signi-
fies the blue seas surrounding
Penang and it was tailored in the

United Kingdom.

Patahiyah spoke to reporters
after the ceremony and said: “I am
aware of the heavy responsibilities
of the mayor as there are a lot of
things to be carried out for the is-
land of Penang.”

Later at another ceremony at
the Penang Island City Hall, Pata-
hiyah said in her maiden speech:
“The declaration of the Penang
Island City Council is a historic
moment for our state. We will
continue to work hard to deliver
efficient and effective services to
the stakeholders and bring im-
provements in all areas including
safety, cleanliness, greener envi-
ronment and health.”

Henceforth, Patahiyah shall
be addressed as the Datuk
Bandar.
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No hidden costs in affordable housing

Story by Victor Seow

STATE Exco for Housing, Town & Country Planning
Jagdeep Singh Deo has cleared the air on any confu-
sion over an article which appeared in the vernacular
press alleging that there are hidden costs in the afford-
able housing scheme in Penang in the form of extra
charges for parking lots or renovation packages.

Refuting such allegations, Jagdeep clarified that any
deal between the developer and the purchaser must be
done on a “willing buyer, willing seller” basis.

“Let me be extremely clear on this. The developer
has no right to force the purchase of additional car

parks or renovation packages. I'm saying the devel-
oper can offer but only if that offer is accepted on a
willing buyer, willing seller basis then it can be given
out but not under forced circumstances.

“Our objective is to make housing accessible to
Penangites, not to impose further burden on them,”
Jagdeep said during the press conference on March
26.

He also noted that new units bought under the af-
fordable housing scheme are bare units which need
some renovations, developers are prepared to offer
renovation packages which are more economically
expedient when compared with engaging different

contractors by the owners to renovate different parts
of their unit.

“Each time you get a unit, it is a bare unit and you’ll
have to renovate it anyway. That’s why developers are
offering renovation packages and to be fair to the
developers, many purchasers are willing to take the
package as it is a good bargain. The cost of renovation
increases if you were to engage a different person for
the kitchen or the toilet.

“The renovation cost is more bearable if you have
everything done in a single package. The bottom line
is, there is no issue if everything is done on a willing
buyer, willing seller basis,” he added.

Affordable housing programme a success

Story and pix by Danny Ooi

PENANG exco for Housing, Town and Country
Planning Jagdeep Singh Deo said it is very
encouraging to note that from last November
till March this year, there was a 28% increase
in applicants applying for RM200,000 afford-
able housing units, 61% increase for RM300,000
units and 42.5% increase in applicants for
RM400,000 housing units.

“From this, it is clear that the state govern-
ment’s affordable housing programme has
proven to be a success and we will continue to
ensure that we deliver such affordable housing
units to Penangites.

“They are called upon to visit booths at the
various roadshows, where they will be helped
to register for such affordable housing,” Jag-
deep said at the balloting and signing of sale
and purchase agreement for Ramah Pavilion
Affordable Housing and Taman Ria low-cost
and low-medium cost units recently.

Some 270 successful applicants for both
low-cost and low-medium cost units turned up
for the event, which was also witnessed by M
Summit Corporation managing director, Datuk
Albert Moh.

M Summit is the developer for both Ramah
Pavilion Affordable Housing and Taman Ria
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Moh (second row, fourth from left) and Jagdeep (fifth from left) with some of the house buyers.

low-cost and medium-cost housing.
Meanwhile, Moh said the Ramah Pavilion
project is M Summit’s first corporate respon-
sibility project following the Penang Housing
Department’s call to “build best homes for

less™.

He urged potential house buyers to visit the
group’s showhouses to gauge for themselves
before committing to buy any home.

“Be a wise customer,” he said.
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NAMA PEMAJU LOKASI

Premcourt Development Sdn Bhd
12-01, Penthouse, Wisma Pantai
Jalan Wisma Pantai

Kampung Gajah

12200 Butterworth

No. Tel : 04-3240088

No. Fax : 04-3240090

Di Atas Lot 420, Seksyen 1,

Daerah Timur Laut
Pulau Pinang.

Modular Platinum Sdn Bhd
No. 71, Jalan Mahsuri
Bayan Lepas

11950 Pulau Pinang

No. Tel : 04-6456888

No. Fax : 04-6457888

Di Atas Lot 1075, Mukim 10
Jalan Paya Terubong
Daerah Barat Daya

Pulau Pinang.

Nuwata Sdn Bhd
25-B Lebuh Farquhar
10200 Pulau Pinang
No. Tel : 04-2637888
No. Fax : 04-2616985

Di Atas Lot 7593, Mukim 13,
Jalan Bukit Gambir

Daerah Timur Laut

Pulau Pinang.

Bandar Jelutong, Jalan Jelutong

NAMA PROJEK JENIS PEMAJUAN

Straits Garden Pangsapuri

One Imperial Apartment

Raffel Tower Kondominium

HARGA SEUNIT

RM820,000.00 -
RM1,165,000.00

RM400,000.00 -
RM715,010.00

RM1,263,000.00 -
RM1,346,000.00

BAHAGIAN PERUMAHAN, PEJABAT SETIAUSAHA KERAJAAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG.
SENARAI LOT-LOT BUMIPUTERA UNTUK DIJUAL

HARGA BAKI UNIT PEGAWAI
SELEPAS KUOTA PERHUBUNGAN
POTONGAN 5% BUMIPUTERA
RM779,000.00 - 51 Teh Theng Theng
RM1,106,750.00
RM418,950.00 - 142
RM679,259.50
RM1,199,850.00 - 77 Ms. Jois Ho Gaik Fhei

RM1,278,700.00
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Charity food

fair

The crowd trying out the various foods available at the charity fair.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

SOME RM90,000 was raised at the State Chi-
nese (Penang) Association and Koperasi OKU
Pulau Pinang Berhad charity food fair held
recently at the Penang Methodist Boys
School’s Sonny Tan walkway.

Event organising chairman Cheah Chooi
Aik, who is also the association vice-presi-
dent, said part of the funds would be used to
repair the association building, while a portion
would be shared with Koperasi OKU.

“Our building is very old and in need of
repairs.

“What we raised is not enough but we will
do the necessary and take care of urgent re-
pairs first,” he said, adding that they would
need at least RM 150,000 to repair the whole
building.

“Once that is taken care of, only then will
we consider repairing the toilets and giving
the building a new coat of paint,” he said.

Present at the function was exco for Housing,
Town & Country Planning Jagdeep Singh Deo.

In his speech, Jagdeep said the state govern-
ment, in recognition of the contributions of
senior citizens to the state, is giving back to
this group of people through its various
“Golden Programme” incentives.

Jagdeep, who is also Datuk Keramat as-
semblymember, made a contribution of
RM?20,000 towards upgrading works of the
aging State Chinese Association premises.

The fair was attended by hundreds of people
who flocked to the 56 stalls selling various
types of food and drinks.

The popular items included tomato rice,
tomyam beehoon, sushi, ice kacang and veg-
etarian and halal dishes.

Marathon is back for another year

PENANG’s most awaited long distance run-
ning event is back again.

The Asics Penang Bridge International
Marathon 2015 has opened its early bird
registration starting April 1.

To be held on Nov 22 at the Penang Bridge,
there are four categories this year - the full
marathon, half marathon, 10km Open and
10km Junior.

“Hurry up as we limit early bird registra-
tion to only 7,000 runners,” said exco for
Tourism and Culture Danny Law Heng Kiang
at a press conference on April 3.

He added the change of venue from Sultan
Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge back to
the old bridge is to avoid traffic congestion
and late start as what happened last year.

Marking the ninth series this year, Penang
Bridge International Marathon has been a
signature event of the state attracting tens of
thousands of local and foreign participants.

The Penang Bridge International Marathon
committee is targeting 40,000 runners this
year.

Asics, one of the leading sports equipment
brands, will again be the title sponsor of the
world’s longest bridge marathon.

So start your training now and take on the
challenge.

The early bird fees are RM60 for full
marathon; RM50 for half marathon; RM40
for 10km Open and RM30 for 10km Junior.

To register and for further information, log
on to www.penangmarathon.gov.my

AROUND TOWN

MEET THE PEOPLE

THE Penang Island City Council will hold its monthly meet-
the-people session on April 17 from 3 to Spm at Level Four,
Komtar. Visitors are welcome to lodge complaints and give
suggestions.

VOLLEYBALL CAMP

PENANG Youth and Sports Department and VPM Sports Club
are organising a Kids Soft Volleyball Camp on April 26 at the
Youth and Sports Complex in Batu Uban. Entry fee is RM20.
For registration and details, call Angie at 016-4703733 or
Khaw at 016-4406701,

AEROBICS DANCE

PENANG Fitness Association is holding aerobics dance ex-
ercise classes from 8am to 9am on Sundays, and from 6pm to
7pm on Wednesdays at the Penang Municipal Park (Youth
Park). Those interested in becoming instructors can discuss

with Jeorge Subramaniam at the Sunday class. Details, call
Jeorge at 016-4112205.

FREE COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

TAMAN Sri Nibong Residents’ Association has free com-
munity activities for all Penangites. There are free classes in
line dancing, aerobics, English for adults, strum & sing guitar
and ping-pong. Contact the respective persons-in-charge in
the link below if you are interested to join any of these ac-
tivities.

(Link: https://tsnra.wordpress.com/ra-activities/activities-
timetable/)

COUNSELLING

HELPAU, an initiative of the Penang Education Council,
provides confidential, anonymous and free email counselling
for young people aged between 13 and 25 who need help on
issues related to their studies, family, relationships and others.
For more information, visit www.help4u.org.my or call 04-
2273384 (weekdays 1.30pm to 5.30pm).

YOGA CLASSES

HINDU Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga classes every
Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the Hindu Mahajana Sangam,
Gandhiji Ashram, at 674, Jalan Kebun Bungah. Call Raju at
016-4351211 for details.

WCC SERVICES

THE Women’s Centre for Change located at 241, Jalan Burmah
(next to PTPL College) provides free and confidential ser-
vices through its hotline, e-mail, face-to-face counselling and
shelter for women in crisis. Details, e-mail wecc@wccpenang.
org or call 04-2280342.

MARTIAL ARTS CLASS

YMCA Penang is conducting wing chun martial arts class on
Fridays from 7.15pm to 8.15pm. For details, call 04-2288211
or 012-4838411.

EXERCISE SESSION

BAYAN Baru Rukun Tetangga will hold free aerobics sessions
from 6pm to 7pm on Mondays and free line dancing sessions
from 6pm to 7pm on Tuesdays at the Medan Bayan Pasir
children’s playground in Bayan Baru. Call Jeorge Subrama-
niam (016-4112205) for details about the aerobics sessions
and Joselyn Chin (019-5257254) for line dancing.



Cross Channel
Swim revived

Story and pix by Mark James

THE Penang International Cross Channel
Swim 2015, held for the first time in 27
years, saw 169 swimmers of various
nationalities, including from China, Sin-
gapore, France and Malaysia, taking part.

They took part in the ardous 6.5km
swim from Pantai Bersih, Seberang Pe-
rai to the Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah beach
head in the event held on March 26.

Organised by the Penang Amateur
Swimmers Association (PASA), it aimed
to reignite the people‘s interest in long
distance swimming and positioning Pen-
ang as an international swimming loca-
tion challenge.

The race, divided into the Men‘s Open
category and Women‘s Open category,
was flagged off by exco for Public Works,
Utility and Transportation Lim Hock

Seng, at 7.20am where participants had
four hours to complete the race.

After a gruelling test against the ocean
currents, heat and even jelly fish stings,
only 80 swimmers made it to the finish
line while rescue boats picked up those
who were unable to complete the chal-
lenge.

Coming to shore with an impressive
time of one hour, 47 minutes and 22
seconds, the only Frenchman in the com-
petition, Serge Dominichi, blazed through
the ocean coming in first in the Men‘s
Open category.

The 48-year-old oil and gas manager
from Kuala Lumpur said although he was
stung multiple times it did not deter his
determination to win.

The Women’s Open event saw China’s
Zhang Yan, 47, clocking an impressive
two hours, 52 minutes and 12 seconds,

April 1 - 15,2015

Champions Zhang (second from Ieft) and Serge (second from right) showing
off their trophies. Sharing their joy are Chow (left) and Ong.

to win the race.

Zhang said the combination of strong
waves and heat put up a real challenge.

Exco for Local Government, Traffic
management and Flood Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow was present at the finish line
to welcome the swimmers.

“I wish to congratulate all of you who
took part in this competition. All of you
will be bringing home the experience of
swim-

of Malacca and I was told there were
dolphins accompanying some swim-
mers,” he said during the prize giving
ceremony.

Organising chairman Datuk Ong Poh
Eng said PASA organised this race along-
side the Penang Sports Council after
swimming associations from China ex-
pressed their interest in holding such a
race in Penang.
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CELEBRATE YOUR TALENT

FIESTA

Organiser

[ 22,

QOLLEGE

FLICKS FIESTA

DARE TO DREAM?

TO SHARE YOUR MESSAGE, TO HAVE YOUR VOICES HEARD,
CELEBRATE YOUR TALENTS WITH KDU FLIckS FIESTA
AND PENANG WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.

PWDC
Category 1 - PSA
High School Students

The best PSA in the Awareness of Gender
Equality @ PWDC Gender Equality Award

«(RM500 + PWDC Cert + Trophy)

Category 2 - Short Film,
Documentary
College / University Students

The best Potential Female Director
@ PWDC Futures Award

« (RM500 + PWDC Cert + Trophy)

Date: 15th May 2015 (Friday) Time: 7pm - 10pm Venue: KDU Penang Auditorium (6  floor)

Main Sponsors:

lumihescence

diamoneer™

KDU College

- PSA
High School Students
* Most Promising of Facebook “likes”
+Best PSA
* (Certificate + Trophy + Prizes)

Documentary
College / University Students
* Best Short Film
* Best Documentary
* Best Editing
* Best Cinematography
* Best Creative Idea

* (Certificate + Trophy + Prizes)

Category 1

Sponsors:
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Obituary On The Passing Of Singapore’s Founding Prime Minister Mr. Lee Kuan Yew By Penang Chief Minister

Lee Kuan Yew - the great moderniser

ON behalf of the people of Penang and
the Democratic Action Party, we offer
our deepest condolence to Prime Min-
ister Mr Lee Hsien Loong, family
members of Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, and
the people of Singapore on the passing
of the founder of their nation, Mr Lee
Kuan Yew, at the age of 91.

In his more than sixty years of pub-
lic life, which included a very brief
period as a Member of the Malaysian
Parliament, Mr Lee Kuan Yew was
renowned for his eloquence and sharp
wit. But he was internationally re-
garded for how he modernised his be-
loved nation, and helped Singapore
punched above the weight of a small
city state, in global affairs.

Lee Kuan Yew was the moderniser
par excellence. But he was not perfect.
Often leaders come and go, leaving
some good deeds and some not-so-
good ones. Whatever his flaws and
weaknesses they were outweighed by
the remarkable success of transforming
a poor, backward, fractious nation

"I |

Gurmit Kaur, the late Karpal’s wife in prayer.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng (seated) at the Singapore High Commission signing
the condolence book and penning a message on the passing of the republic’s
first prime minister Lee Kuan Yew.

without any natural resources and even Lee Kuan Yew relied only on the
inadequate water into a united island human capital at his disposal and good
of self-sufficiency and prosperity. governance centered on rigorously

Remembering Karpal on his first death anniversary

LB ¥ L F .

rooting out corruption.

That became known as the Singa-
pore success model, emulated and fol-
lowed by nations great and small,
where even great nations like China
sought his counsel.

I hosted Mr Lee at Komtar, the seat
of the Penang state government, on his
final whirlwind tour of Malaysia six
years ago in June 2009.

Even at that age, he was still a dy-
namic thinker with trenchant argu-
ments and clear in his vision.

He displayed tremendous ambition
in pushing his nation hard and those
around him to excel. That is the full
measure of the man who inspired others
to reach beyond themselves to scale
unimaginable heights.

If politics is the art of the possible,
for Lee Kuan Yew, nothing was impos-
sible to achieve provided one was
hungry enough to work hard.

May Lee Kuan Yew rest in peace.

LIM GUAN ENG

Ramkarpal having a light moment with Karpal’s grandsons.

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on April 3, joined
family members of the late Karpal Singh and other
guests at a prayer session held at the Wadda Gurdwara
Sahib in Jalan Gurdwara in George Town.

Puchong Member of Parliament Gobind Singh
Deo, who is also the late Karpal Singh son, said his
family is holding the prayer session from 8.30am from

April 3 until noon on April 5,2015.

“Alongside this, there will reciting of hyms in
memory of my late father,” he told newsmen at the
Gurdwara.

Also present were with Karpal’s other sons, as-
semblyman for Datuk Keramat Jadeep Singh Deo,
and MP for Bukit Gelugor Ramkarpal Singh.

Other activities lined up to mark the first anniver-
sary of the death of Karpal Singh include the hosting
of a dinner by the Penang Eurasian Association on
April 17, a Karpal Singh forum on April 18 hosted
by the Penang Bar Council and a ‘Ride with Karpal’
event at the All Seasons Place in Farlim, on April
25.
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Condolence message to Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim by Chief Minister, Lim Guan Eng

Anwar’s unyielding determination

honours his father

I am deeply saddened by the news of
the demise of Datuk Ibrahim Abdul
Rahman, a proud son of Penang and the
father of Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

Datuk Ibrahim was a former Mem-
ber of Parliament in Penang. He also
served Penang as the former Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Health Min-
istry.

The Penang state government re-
gards Datuk Ibrahim’s passing as a
great loss to the people of Penang and
Malaysia.

No one can imagine the pain of An-
war in having to endure death of his
loved ones while in prison. Anwar’s
mother Che Yan passed away in 2001
while he was serving his first prison
term for Sodomy 1.0.

Anwar was prevented from at-
tending the funerals of two close
political allies, namely Datuk
Fadzil Noor and Tok Guru Datuk
Nik Aziz Nik Mat who died in June
2002 and Feb 12, 2015 respec-
tively. On both occasions, he was
in prison.

It is tragic that Anwar had to
lose his mother and father on both
occasions when he was in prison.
Anwar’s unyielding determination
and stoic resilience in his moment
of pain, sorrow and anguish, hon-
ours his father in a manner that no
wealth and position can give.

On behalf of both the Penang
state government, we offer our deepest
condolences to Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra-

father’s funeral on April 5.

him, Datuk Seri Wan Azizah Wan Is-
mail, Nurul Izzah Anwar and the fam-
ily for their loss of Datuk Ibrahim

Huge financial boost for Tamll schools

Pix by Adil Muhammad

SINCE 2009, the Penang state
government has allocated
RM1.75 million anually to 28
Sekolah Jenis Kebangsaan
Tamil (SJKT) for the develop-
ment of Tamil schools in the
state.

This initiative of provid-
ing funds not only contrib-
utes to the improvement of
the schools‘ infrastructure
but also creates a more con-
dusive and effective arena
for education.

According to Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng, the state
government will keep true to
its word to help, aid and im-
prove the academic perfor-
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Lim (centre) and the state Ieaders presenting a cheque worth RM1.75 million to 28 Tamil
schools.

Pix from exco member Dr. Afif Bahardin’s Facebook page of Anwar attending his

Abdul Rahman.

LIM GUAN ENG

allocating another RM 100,000
as a supplement financial aid
to Tamil preschools in the
state.

“There is a plan in motion
to build another two more
Tamil pre-schools within the
next three years,” he said.

Touching on the issue of
certain quarters requesting
the closing down of vernacu-
lar schools, Lim said that
there is no reason why it
should be so.

“Our federal constitution
enshrines the existence of
Tamil and Chinese vernacular
schools. We should celebrate
our diversity and heritage not
silence it,” he said.

“I even wrote to the Educa-

mance of students in Tamil
schools.

“The annual financial aid
enters its seventh year since
2009 and we have seen much
improvements from it. All the
schools that have participated
now have the means to equip
themselves with the necessary
infrastructure for the stu-
dents,” he said during a
cheque presentation ceremo-

ny held on March 3 at the
Komtar sympozium hall.
Adding on Lim said: “Be-
sides improvements to basic
infrastructure, we have seen
funds being used to build
eight school halls, 12 class-
rooms in five schools, nine
school computer labs, a read-
ing booth, a waiting booth
and sports equipment stores.”
Among the infrastructure

improved were toilets, floor-
ing, drainage, classrooms,
school canteens, fields, staff
rooms, offices and fixed leak-
ing roofs.

Present at the ceremony
was Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon,
Deputy Chief Minister II
Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy, state
assemblymembers Lim Siew
Khim (Sungai Pinang), Dr. T.

Jayabalan (Batu Uban) and A.
Tanasekharan (Bagan Dalam).

“On behalf of the state, we
are proud to say that Penang’s
Tamil schools have the best
infrastructure in Malaysia, so
it goes without saying that we
hope and believe we will see
more students performing
brilliantly,” Lim added.

Lim also announced that
the state government will be

tion Minister Tan Sri Mubhi-
yiddin Yasin saying that the
state government is ready to
provide land to build the first
Tamil secondary school in
Penang but unfortunately it
was denied under the excuse
that the National Education
Act does not permit the build-
ing of a Tamil secondary
school,” Lim said in closing
his speech.
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to stop brain drain

Story by Chan Lilian

PENANG has set another historic mile-
stone with the launch of its very own
Penang Future Foundation (PFF).

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng made
the announcement on April 1 at Komtar
with Penang state leaders.

“Against the onset of increasing ex-
penditure and tightening of wallets for
the man on the street, it is disheartening
to admit that a child’s pursuit of tertiary
studies will become an insurmountable
concern for many families,” he said in
his speech.

SCHOLARSHIP & ELIGIBILITY

Subject Details
Program Level

Higher Education Institute
Sponsored Disciplines Courses

Tenure of Scholarship

Eligibility Criteria

Full ime undergraduate degree

“On that note, it is my distinct pleasure
to announce the launch of PFF which is
a scholarship programme made possible
by generous donations from the private
sector and donors, including the Penang
Turf Club.

“The scholarships are awarded by the
state government to outstanding and
deserving Malaysian youths to pursue
their undergraduate studies in selected
fields at reputable institutions of higher
learning in Malaysia,” Lim said.

“Despite being the second smallest
state in Malaysia, the Penang state gov-
ernment fully embraces the importance

Public & Private Universities (IPTA & IPTS) in Malaysia

MQA accredited courses in Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematic (STEM) and Accountancy

Minimum period required for completion of course (graduate on time)

1. Min. CGPA 3.0 in STPM/ Foundation / Matriculation / Diploma & equivalent; Or, currently pursuing

undergraduate course in Malaysia IPT with min. CGPA 3.0 maintained for 1 preceding academic

year

woN

Malaysian 25 years or younger

. Household income not more than RM15,000 per month

(equiv. to RM180,000 annualised)

(Parents 2 year tax return)

o

Priority
2. Academic achievements

. Penangite or studied in Penang

3. Good cognitive skills , ie. leadership, communication, teamwork

4, Recipient of state/nationalfinternationa level prizefaward; both academic and non-academic

Scholarship Award
1. Subsistence allowance

* RM1,000 per month
* Pay out quarterly

1

et

—enang Future
Foundation

SCHOLARSHIP PROG RAM

BUILDING

of inspiring and allowing our
young Malaysian scholars, re-
gardless of race, religion and
gender, provided that they are
below 25 years of age, to equip
themselves with higher educa-

FOUNDATION
ACHIEVING
DREAMS

tion,” he added.

Priority will be given to Pen-
angites and those from single,
low to middle-income families,
with ladders of opportunity and
escalators to mobility as a foun-
dation for a better future.

Penang is thoroughly com-
mitted in exploring initiatives
and creating opportunities to
stem the tide of brain drain cur-
rently plaguing the nation.

Lim pointed out one of the
criteria of the recipients is that
they are required to work in
Penang after successful com-
pletion of studies.

“This objective is critical in
our vision to transform Penang
into an international and intel-
ligent city,” he said.

Lim also introduced the Selection
Committee members who were present
at the press conference in Komtar.

The Accounts Committee is headed by
the State Finance Officer in managing the
funds.

Meanwhile, the Selection Committee
will be headed by Lim and assisted by
Datuk Seri Nazir Ariff, Datuk Daisy Ooi,
Koon Yew Yin, P. Ramakrishnan, Loo
Lee Lian and selected industry leaders

PFF’s banner urging young Malaysians to get
more information on the scholarship.

and members of the academia who will
further support the Selection Committee
in granting the scholarship awards.
Interested applicants will get to know
more information on the scholarship,
including eligibility requirements, fields
of study offered and timelines involved.
Scholarship holders will be required to
serve in Penang for a stated period de-
pending on the tuition fees awarded.
The application is available online at
www.penangfuturefoundation.my.
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A car-free event that
opens street to people
so that they can walk, skate, run,
bicycle, exercise and socialize.

i| A free event, open to public
“| and fun for people of all ages.

A »

MPSP CAR FREE MORNING

JALAN TODAX T & JALAM TODAK 3, SEBERANG JAYA

7.00 MORNING - 12.00 HNOON

1st Sunday Every Month
£

nornin

PJ +6012 440 1398

¥f mpspcarfreemorning

) @ Seberang Perai

£ www.mpspcarfreemorning.com

L info@mpspcarfreemorning.com
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all to defer GST
and increase threshold

Story by Chan Lilian
Photo by Ahmad Adil Muha-
mad

PRIME Minister Datuk Seri
Najib Abdul Razak has once
again been called to defer the
implementation of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) two
days after GST was imposed
and felt by the rakyat.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng wrote to Najib on April 2
to point out to him the nega-
tive effects of GST on several
sectors like sundry shops and
traditional medicine shops.

“YAB PM has personally
given the guarantee that you
will defend the rakyat rights
from any difficulties caused
by the effect of GST because
it is not meant to burden the
rakyat. However, the scenario

of small business owners clos-
ing shop shows that it does
burden the raykat,” Lim said
in his letter to Najib.

Lim also called on Najib to
consider increasing the thresh-
old of RM500,000 of total
sales to RM2 million so that
small businesses will not be
affected.

At the same time, Najib was
reminded of Penang’s earlier
call for exemption of GST on
all state government projects
meant for the public like
roads, drains, community
halls, green parks, futsal
courts and sports venues, af-
fordable homes and public
housing.

This also includes upgrad-
ing of markets which are
meant for public good and are
non-profit.

Kedai Ubat Cina Ban Swee Choon owners are closing their traditional Chinese medicine
shop in Bukit Mertajam. Lim (centre) with assemblymember Soon Lip Chee (third from left)
and Wong Hon Wai (right) visiting them on March 30.

Parts of Prai market unlawfully torn down

Story and pix by Victor Seow

PENANG Deputy Chief Min-
ister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy
voiced his dissatisfaction and
grievances over the irresponsi-
ble act carried out by the de-
veloper who demolished four
shoplots at the Kampung Ma-
nis Perai Market on March 7.

Neither the Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP) nor
the courts have sanctioned the
demolition of the four shoplots
and in fact, MPSP had specifi-
cally instructed that nothing
was to be done to the market
while its heritage value is at
the stage of being ascertained.

Strangely, the police pro-
vided protection to the demol-
ishing team that was headed by
a man known only as Azmi who
professed to be an agent of the
developer.

“I have instructed MPSP to
take action against the devel-
oper by taking it to court for
illegally carrying out demoli-
tion work at the Prai market

premises. How can a company
simply demolish a building
without a court order and ap-
proval from MPSP? I also
question the role of the police
in this fiasco.” said Ramasamy
during the press conference in
his office on March 11.

A police report was also
lodged by MPSP councillor M.
Satees against the developer
and Azmi.

“The state government is
trying to protect its heritage
areas and especially for Prai,
heritage sites are invaluable.
They destroyed the old railway
station in the past and now they
want to destroy the 70-year-old
Prai market,” lamented Ra-
masamy, who’s also assembly-
man for Perai .

Ramasamy added that he
will write to the Penang police
chief and the Inspector-Gener-
al of Police to get their expla-
nations on the actions of the
Prai police who provided pro-
tection to the demolishing
team.

Ramasamy showing the press a video clip taken at the time of the demolition.
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Bike on

Story by Chan Lilian

FOR it is said that “the
journey of a thousand
miles begins with one
step”.

While Penang in-
vests in the infrastruc-
ture to make it a bicy-
cling state, a small
group of passionate
cyclists have begun
that important first step
by forming the Bike
On Friday (BOF)
group to cycle to work
on Fridays.

Against the pictur-
esque sunrise at Karpal Singh Drive,
a group of working folk have gathered
for a cuppa at 7am before riding to
their respective working places.
Some drove their cars and parked,
while others who live nearby ride to
an outlet at Karpal Singh Drive.

“This is the second week we are
doing this. Imagine if each person
rides to work, this equals one less car
on the road and hence reduces traffic
congestion in the city,” Yew Tung
Seang, an architect in the city, told
Buletin Mutiara.

Yew, who is MBPP Building Direc-
tor has been instrumental in getting
the Penang Bicycle Route which is a
12.5km dedicated bicycle lane from
Queensbay Mall roundabout, through
the coastal route to George Town
project moving.

“The idea to get a dedicated bicy-
cling lane was mooted because many
cyclists urged the state government to

Yew (right) riding to Komtar where his office is. On
the left is Zeon Properties’ chief executive officer
Leon Lee. Zeon Properties sponsored the coffee
and doughnuts for cyclists on BOF. Pix courtesy
of Yeap Cheong Wah.

provide a safer cycling route. Parking
facilities are available at Queensbay
while facilities like shower rooms and
others will be made available in
George Town for cyclists in the fu-
ture,” Yew said.

Joining the BOF group on March
27 were Deputy Chief Minister |
Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon, Sungai
Pinang assemblymember Lim Siew
Khim and other cycling enthusiasts.

Those who cycle from Karpal
Singh Drive to Komtar park their
bicycles at GAMA Supermarket.

GAMA is building a RM20mil-
lion, 10-storey car park cum bicycle
hub next to its store in Jalan Datuk
Keramat.

The bicycle hub will promote and
encourage cycling activities in Penang.

A proper secured building with
bicycle bays will encourage more
people to cycle to George Town to
work.
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Water tariff date not speaally chosen

THE April 1 implementation date for the
Penang Water Tariff Review 2015 (PWTR)
was not specially chosen by Perbadanan
Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang Sdn Bhd (PBAPP)
or the state government, said PBAPP chief
executive officer Jaseni Maidinsa (pix).

In a press statement, he said that the
implementation of the new tariffs is due to
the timing of the federal government ap-
proval and gazetting according to federal
laws.

He said the PWTR was subject to ap-
proval by the federal Government in line
with the provisions of the Water Services
Industry Act 2006 (WSIA 2006).

On July 30, 2014, PBAPP submitted an
official water tariff review proposal for ap-
proval by the federal authorities.

In a letter dated Feb 13, 2015, the Na-
tional Water Services Commission (SPAN)
informed PBAPP that the Energy, Green
Technology and Water Ministry had agreed
to the implementation of the PWTR 2015
with effect from Feb 15, 2015.

Due to the short notice, PBAPP could not
implement the review on Feb 15 because
the protocols, procedures and preparations
were not up to standard and that the Chinese
New Year festivities started on Feb 19.

It was then decided that after the stand-
ards were met PBAPP could announce the
implementation which happened do be April
1.

Jaseni made this statement in response to
several parties claiming that PBAPP tried
to slip in the PWTR 2015 amidst the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) implementation
confusion that rocked most Malaysians.

Jaseni showing reporters the tariff
approval on Feb 15.

“The PWTR 2015 was conducted trans-
parently. In fact, PBAPP publicly an-
nounced the need for a tariff review on April
15,2014, almost a year ago. Unfortunately
due to the timing of the approval and gazet-
ting by the federal government, we could
only implement it on April 1,” Jaseni said.

He added that the PWTR could not be
compared with the GST because the review
is primarily a water demand management
initiative to reduce water consumption and
avoid rationing in this age of climate change.

“Some 47.4% of Penang households will
not be affected by the PWTR 2015 because
the minimum charge and tariff for the low-
est band of consumption (0-20,000 litres per
month) has not been changed.”

He projected however that 27.9% of
Penang households will pay a maximum of
only RMO0.60 more per month and not 6%
more per product or service purchased.

“As such, 75.3% of Penang households,
will continue to benefit from the lowest
domestic tariffs in Malaysia” Jaseni added.
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Free mammogram for our women

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

WOMEN in Penang received
another boost from the state gov-
ernment with the launch of the
Penang Mammogram Programme
by Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
on March 21.

Specially for women aged 35
and above, the programme pro-
vides free check-ups and detection
for breast cancer on Saturdays and
Sundays at the two medical cen-
tres set up by BP Diagnostik Sdn
Bhd at Menara Penang Garden on
the island and another one at Bukit
Mertajam.

The contract for this pro-
gramme was awarded to BP Di-
agnostik Sdn Bhd by open tender
and will cost the state government
a total of RM2,246,400 over a
span of three years.

Among the criteria taken into
consideration for the selection

process was the company’s capa-
bility in terms of professionalism
and its medical equipment.

“This free mammogram pro-
gramme is an appreciation for our
women folk and has been planned
since 2013 by the state govern-
ment. The total population in
Penang is 1.7 million of which
810,000 are women.

“Women who are aged 35 and
above number around 520,000
and this programme aims to reach
out to 10% of them and benefit
around 52,000 women. This pro-
gramme is specifically for regis-
tered women voters in Penang,”
Lim said in his speech.

Among those present at the
launch were exco members Dr
Afif Bahardin, Datuk Abdul
Malik Abul Kassim, Danny
Law, Batu Kawan MP P. Kas-
thuri, Sungai Pinang assembly-
member Lim Siew Khim, State
Secretary Datuk Farizan Darus,
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Lim (standing, fourth from left) witnessing the signing of the mammogram agreement between

Farizan and Joevy.

BP Healthcare Group chairman
Datuk Beh Chun Chuan and BP
Healthcare Group vice-chair-
man Datuk Joevy Beh.

Dr Afif, in his speech, com-
mended on the efforts undertaken
by Penang Women’s Develop-

Picking up a life-saving skill

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Chris Koay

WITH more than 6,000 people
taking part, the mass Cardio-
Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
training programme held on
March 15 earned a place in the
Malaysian Books of Record!
The event, held at Sekolah
Menengah Han Chiang, was of-
ficiated by exco member for
Agriculture & Agro-Based In-
dustry, Rural Development and
Health Dr. Afif Bahardin, who
praised the effort of the four
voluntary organisations; Penang
CPR Society, St. John Ambu-
lance Malaysia, Malaysian Red
Crescent Society and Lions Club
International District 308 B2.
“As a medical doctor, I'm
fully aware of the importance of
CPR skills which is a life-saving
skill for a person whose heart
has stopped beating at the most
crucial moment. When the or-
ganising chairperson Dr. Luah
suggested this programme to
me, I was all for it,” Dr Afif said
in his opening address when
referring to Dr. Luah Lean Wah,
the organising chairperson of the
Mass CPR Carnival.
The full day carnival was

Dr Afif (on stage, right) and Dr Luah (on stage, second from right) at
the launch of the Mass CPR Carnival.

held from 8am till 8pm and at-
tracted volunteers and partici-
pants who were mostly students,
Lions club members and even
members of the police force.
Apart from the CPR training,
other health-related services
which were available to the
public for free were health
checks and dental inspections.
“Many assume that knowl-
edge in CPR skills is only meant
for medical practitioners and
those in the health-related indus-
try. This is a wrong perception”.
“It should be learnt by eve-
ryone. One who is equipped
with CPR skills can save a per-

son’s life during an emergency,”
Dr. Afif added.

Among those present at the
carnival were Sungai Pinang
assemblymember Lim Siew
Khim, state Health Director
Datuk Dr Zailan Adnan, patron
of Penang CPR Society Dr Ng
Siew Hian, president of Penang
CPR Society Dr Goh Eng
Leong, state commissioner of
St. John Ambulance Malaysia
Datuk Dr Yee Thiam Sun, chair-
man of Penang Branch Red
Crescent Society Datuk BJ
Yeang and Lions Club Interna-
tional 308 B2 adviser Datuk
Jenny Seng.

e

ment Corporation (PWDC), Pen-
ang Sihat and Pink Penang (The
Breast Cancer Support Group) in
making the event a success.
“The participants in this mam-
mogram programme will be
identified by the respective Wom-

en’s Brigade in each constituency.
If the response from the public is
encouraging, the state government
will make the breast cancer detec-
tion test under this programme
available even on weekdays.” he
added.

KDU College tops
halal chefs event

KDU College Penang culinary students have once again
triumphed at the Battle of the Halal Chefs 2015.
Organised by Halal Penang, the second Battle of the
Halal Chefs was held in conjunction with the 6th Penang
International Halal Expo and Conference (PIHEC) at Spice

Arena Penang recently.

A team of some 50 KDU students from the IMI Diploma
in Professional Chef Training programme proved their met-
tle competing against amateur and professional chefs from

different parts of the world.

The KDU team took home one gold medal, seven silver
medals, 12 bronze medals and seven diplomas.

T

KDU students with their lecturers from the School of

Hospitality, Tourism and Culinary Arts. - Pix courtesy of

KDU College.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

AIR PUTIH PENAGA . PENAGA
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
limguaneng@penang.gov.m ridwan_wan48@yahoo.com

BERTA BERTA
IO e (T) 04~ 646 4700 ¥5 Shariful Azhar Othman [Moz-4Laen || Al Sl AR Fere 013-580 6981
rashid.hasnon@penana.gov.m F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
SERS Y8 Datok Hoj Resien Said T) 04 - 398 3555 Mohoey Mopan
Y8 Prof. Dr.P. Ramasamy (1) 04399 ¢689 TSR EE R Seleln (04 3573038 || Msacrddvnamed 019-437 2887
PADANG KOTA PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
PADANG KOTA  ow NpYRTAR YB Omar Abd. Hamid il o4oradcan Arshad Md. Salen 019-510 2633
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m F) 04-226 0218 . -

SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
BATU MAUNG YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Zahadi Mohd. 019-507 3828
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim ET; 04 - 626 1968 7ahadis5@yahoo.com
abdmalik@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 5496 e STINTE A .

TELOK AIR TAWAR

BAGAN JERMAL YB Datuk Jahara Hamid T) 04 - 351 2873 No(r?\o ati Jaafar 019-4337119
I\'{BfI;Im }(—Iock Seng [3 81 %\’:331] ;1];% jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie/ 1 19@yahoo.com.my
IMNoCcKseng@Ypenang.gov.m =

SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
BATU LANCHANG YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria m 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin 012-594 1515
L%J—ﬁgfqgsggqﬂgggmnq oy [3 8‘17%%% 2111‘; datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m F) 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com

‘ = BAYAN LEPAS _ | [ BAYAN LEPAS
SUNGAI PUYU YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | jamaludin Said 019-413 0799
YE Phke)e Boonthh M o%_ %%%%ig% udinmtd@gmail.com
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; -
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com F) 04 -261 8745 PULAU BETONG
—— ul Y8 Muhamad Farid Saad 194-85 2% b Mohd Tt tsmol 019-570 9500
- tuahismail@yahoo.com

YB Chong Eng (T) 04 - 530 3028
chong.eng@penang.gov.m TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG

YB Shah Haedan Ayoob { % 1) 04 -866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849
DATO’ KERAMAT F) 04 -866 1821 halilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy

[T; 04 - 323 5870

iEBBEE)Rﬁ\I\f{?BJﬁYAd_ (T) 04 - 390 5109
BUKI:TA,'“BZNGF - POLIS & AMBULANS 999 JPJ 04-656 4131

, ) BOMBA 04-398 8809
L e AN ona.gov.my 1) 04283 Oake PENYELAMAT . JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
YE Wong Hon Wai m-ezoe OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 828 0926 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BERAPIT BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
YB Ong Kok Fooi (T) 04 - 530 8476 _ FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
T Ok o ana.qov.m SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH 04510 5305
MACHANG BUBOK NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
M {B 053-9533 e KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-2461 0290

IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
TANJONG BUNGAH _
YB Teh Yee Cheu _ (T) 04 - 899 9581 WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 EEQNS?EUK?T\&I'E(RLINDUNGAN 04-829 4046
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com . . .
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511

Y8 Soon Lip Chee 10524 1es EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04- 594 3163 SOCSO 04-238 9888 04-281 1108
PENGKALAN KOTA ) 04- 250 152] PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
YB Lau Keng Ee N 4 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

atana@first.net.my F) 04 - 323 5870
KEBUN BUNGA N1 Penaga :011-1060 8823 - Shukri Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
Zg &2%%22894%5% o EB 81-%%2 g‘gl] N% Bertam : 819 - i;i %36 - Fatimah N23 Air Putih 04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
= 3 N3 Pinang :017 - 71 - Tasrin Beng
SUNGAI BAKAP Tunggal N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
YBd Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee [T; 04 - 582 7549 N4 Pematang :019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza Bunga Eong
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com F) 04 - 582 8648 Berangan N25 Pulau Tikus : 017 - 956 3237 - Quah
KOMTAR N5 SungaiDua :013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
YB Teh Lai Heng T) 04 - 227 7068 elok Air : - - Raudzey Razali ee
, H Né Telok Ai 013 - 598 1435 - Raud Razali Ch
komtarN28@gmail.com F) 04 - 2277068 Tawar N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin
PAYA TERUBONG N7 Sungal PUYU : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee Kota Keat
N8 B 013 - 449 0366 - Y Ch 28 KO 012 - 423 322
YB Yeoh Soo Hin ; (T) 04 - 827 8868 agan : - - Yeap Choon N28 KOMTAR :012 - 7 - Benji Ang
clementyeoh@hotmail.com Jermal Keong 010 - 811 7300 - Razin
PULAU TIKUS N9 B" an :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan N29 Datok :017 - 480 7417 - Varinder
YB Yap Soo Huey T) 04 - 226 5217 alam Keramat 04 - 2246 2464 - Kalvinder
apscohueydap@gmail.com i eberang - - OrthlY?( i d N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Shuen
hueydap( I [F;O‘t 227 5217 N10 Seb 04 - 390 5109 - NorH t
Jaya Mohd. Iskander Pinan
G PAS
55"&%@%. [\l/,}ghlc?. Salleh Man {T% 04 - 398 4226 N11Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N31 Batu = : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
adunptgpasir@gmail.com F) 04 - 398 4226 Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Lancang
BUKIT TENGAH N12 Penanti 82 - ggg %g;} - Tira N32 Seri Delima : 81; - 4;23323 Mahen
YB Ong Chin Wen T) 04 - 508 3977 o 12 - 52425 James
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com [F; 04 - 508 3677 N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim N33 Air It - 012 - 4730736 - A
o 017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee riam 01% - 4940705 - Janat
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871 N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin N34 Paya 012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
norlela.arifin@gmail.com EF% 04 - 538 4871 Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan Terubong Lee
SUNGAI PINANG N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan 014 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
YB Lim Siew Khim (T) 04 - 282 6630 Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai N35Batu Uban : 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com N16 Perai : 04 - 399 6689 - Selvi 016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun - -
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Calling all
anime fans

Story by Victor Seow

ANIME fans, especially those in Penang,
are in for a good time as Penang will be
hosting the inaugural Penang Anime Mat-
suri — Summer Party (PAM2015) on May
23 and 24, a festival most suited for family
participation with a focus on Anime, Cos-
play, Game (collectively known as ACG)
and Japanese pop culture to be held in the
Unesco World Heritage site of George
Town.

Participants will get to portray their fa-
vourite characters from an anime, comic or
game or even come up with their very own
original character based on their creativity
during the Cosplay activity.

This gives a particular Cosplay or Anime
fan the perfect opportunity to showcase his
or her talents in coordinating fashion de-
sign, acting, modelling, tailoring and vari-
ous skills into the hobby that aims to make

Summary of event information:

what’s 2D into 3D!

Famous names in the Cosplay and Anime
scene such as Yanaginagi, Mika Kobayashi,
Hachioji-P, DJ’Tekina//SOMETHING
ak.a. Yuyoyuppe, Angie, Baozi & Hana,
Mon, Shimo, Ying Tze and Kidchan will
be around as special and performing guests.

The two-day event will feature an indoor
exhibition and stage events during the day
with the most popular content from Japan,
Cosplay showcase and competition.

The highlights continue into the night
with an outdoor concert, a Japanese food
street, festival zone and the first Dojin
(Creators’) Night Market.

PAM2015 is brought to you by SOZO,
the company behind the Anime Festival
Asia and Penang Global Tourism, the state
tourism bureau.

This event is supported by the state gov-
ernment, Anime Festival Asia and the
Consulate-General of Japan in Penang.

Event Name Penang Anime Matsuri 2015 — Summer Party!

Date May 23 & 24

Venue Esplanade, George Town

Ticket Price Free access area — free entry, Exhibition — RM10 per day,
Concert — RM128 (inclusive of 2 days exhibition)

Official Website http: //pamsummer.asia

Facebook Page www.facebook.com/penanganimematsuri

Salsa set to sizzle

A L

PENANG is set to sizzle asthe  angites, to have interest in

inaugural Penang Salsa Fiesta
2015 is going to mesmerise
audiences with the fast paced,
Latin American dance moves.

Mark your calendar for the
World Dance Day happening
on April 29.

Raja Syarafina Raja Shuib,
deputy chairperson of Penang
Salsa Fiesta 2015 committee,
invites members of the public
to the Festive Square, Gurney
Paragon Mall on May 2 from
6pm to 8pm to witness and
experience an evening of salsa
dancing.

“The audience will be treat-
ed to open air dance perfor-
mances that are hoped to nur-
ture new and future generations
of Malaysians, especially Pen-

performing arts and courage in
expressing themselves through
dance.

“For the older generation,
this is equally an opportunity
to dust off your dancing heels
and return to yesteryear
groove,” Raja Syarafina told
members of the media on April
4 at press conference in Gurney
Paragon.

Also present were Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng and
exco member Law Heng Ki-
ang. “Penang is passionate
about its belief in freedom and
diversity. Both are the strength
and launching pad that will
inspire creativity, innovation
and economic progress for
every human being to realise to

his fullest potential and live
with dignity. Freedom and di-
versity are fundamental aspects
and is what make Penang
great!” Lim said in his speech.

In 2017, Penang will be
hosting the International Ball-
room Dancing championship
and this Salsa Fiesta will be the
teaser for greater things to
come.

Penang Salsa Fiesta 2015, to
be held from May 1-3, is a
project organised by the Pen-
ang Latin Dancers Association
to promote the state as the first
Malaysian platform of choice
for local and international
dancers belonging to the Latin
dance genre.

The fiesta will include dance
workshops for all levels of
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Yap Tze Ling (left), chairperson of Penang Salsa Fiesta 2015
committee, with Lim, Law (third from left) and Raja Syarafina
(fourth from left)at the announcement of the fiesta.

dancers, performances and Detailed information on the
demonstrations by interna- fiesta, including purchase of
tional and local dancers as well ~ entry passes, is available at
as social dancing. www.penangsalsa.com.
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Sungha Jung live
In Penang 2013

WORLD famous Korean guitar prodigy Sungha Jung
will be having a two day solo concert in Penang this
June 27 and 28 at Wawasan Open University.

Initially the concert was to be a one day affair
but due to popular and overwhelming demand,
Sungha will be performing a second day at the same
venue.

On June 27, the performance beigins at 8pm at
Wawasan University’s Theatre 1 while the perfor-
mance on June 28 starts at 3pm.

For the more passionate fans, do grab the VIP
tickets priced at RM228 which will include a meet

and greet, a photo session and an autographed copy
of his latest album ‘Tea for Two’ while regular pric-
ing is at RM98, 128 and RM 168 nett.

As of 2015, the Korean guitar sensation has over
3 million YouTube subcribers and his videos have
been viewed over 20 million times making him one
of the most successful YouTube artists in history.

Tickets can be purchased at Manuel Ukulele
outlets at 70, Lorong Kinta, 104000, George Town
or 1-1-15, Lebuh Bukit Kecil 6, Krystal Point Cor-
porate Park 2, 11900 Bayan Lepas or online at http://
ticketing.manuelukulele.com/

Sungha Jung

Live in Penang 2015

27th June 2015

Including

Wawasan Open University
( Theatre 1)
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Straits Quay goes
green this Earth Day

IN line with the global children.
celebration recognizing For families planning
Mother Earth’s splen- an outing, workshops
dour, Straits Quay incol-  such as “’Think before
laboration with the Pen- you Throw®, “Plant a assemblymem-
ang Green Council (PGC) Tree, Plant a Future®, ber cum Penang
will be celebrating Earth ~ “Will Pedal For Power*, Green  Carnival
Day on April 25 from 4 “Sew a Bag* and “DIY chairman Teh Yee
to 8pm. Paper Basket promise to Cheu, and Tan
. . . presenting the

“Starting from March, entertain you and the lit- Earth Day cele-
Straits Quay Retail Ma- tle ones. bration posters.
rina celebrated Green
Gratitude, a two-month
thematic programme
with the aim of creating
awareness to the public
the importance of going
green,” said CK Tan,
centre manager of Straits
Quay Retail Marina.

“Visitors will notice a
green mini garden where
shoppers can see how
recycled items can be
used to inject creativity
into our daily lives,” he
added.

A line-up of fun-
filled, green-themed
workshops, performanc-
es and competitions
have been planned, in-
cluding the highlight of
PGC’s Think Green Go
Green Event, Penang
Green Idol 2015 semi-
finals, a public speaking
competition for school-

Straits Quay

PENANGS HRST SATRENT KETALL MARINA

(From left)Ting

Siew Shuen, PGC
general manager,
Tanjung Bungah

g asics
Penang Bridge lntemational

Al .,.«‘Ir;v.-,ml 1 ; a"th()n.g()\.f.m}’

PENANG STATE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
Level 53, Komitar, 10503 Pena g, \'IJLW\:.:

TEL + 604-650 5136 FA )

EMAIL info@penangm,
FACEBOOK www . facebc

‘penangbridgemarathon




16 IAEMIES

April 1 - 15,2015

Upgrading for
council carpark

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

PENANG Island City Council (MBPP) has
taken the initiative to upgrade the parking
system at the Beach Street multi-storey
council carpark by awarding via open tender
the management of the parking building to
a private company.

Previously, the parking was open till 7pm
but now the 204-lot parking operates round
the clock.

The company which was awarded the
tender has undertaken the upgrading of the
carpark building to include more lights and
security.

“MBPP benefits by cutting down on man-

power as the cleaning service and the op-
eration of the carpark is taken over by the
company,” MBPP councillor Joseph Ng told
members of the media at a site visit on
March 24.

Those who regularly go to the banking
area and Little India enclave will know that
finding a parking is a nightmare along busy
Beach Street, Bishop Street and the vicinity
during office hours.

Therefore, the MBPP parking complex is
certainly a respite in the busy city.

Parking rate is RM1 for the first hour and
RM1/hour for subsequent hours.

For the convenience of the public going
to MBPP for renewal of licences or other
services, the first 15 minutes is free.

Temples of India photo exhibition

MORE than 50 pieces of photographs of
magnificent structures of the ancient south
Indian empire temples are on display at the
Penang Town Hall until April 12.

The “Grandeur of Chola Temples Photo
Exhibition” was held in conjunction with
the first ever Festival of India in Malaysia
2015 initiated by the High Commission of
India and Penang state government.

The exhibition opening held on the even-
ing of April 4 was graced with presence of
Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr. P, Ra-
masamy.

e

e

The fantastic temple sculptures of the 11th and 12th centuries.

Y r-———.-r——.m

“I am glad that George Town was chosen
as a venue which proves the heritage city is
competent to hold world class events,” Ra-
masamy said in his speech.

“The Festival of India will help nurture
Penang-India relations and it is hoped this
event will be a grander one in years to come”
he added.

Upcoming events include IT & Space
Multimedia Exhibition to be held at Penang
Town Hall on April 19 while movie goers
may enjoy the Malayalam Film Festival
throughout the month.

Ng showing members of the press a more environmental friendly
system where they use a reusable plastic card instead of paper
for the parking ticket.

Stopping dengue

SOME 60 residents of Kg Tasek Junjong in mainland Bukit
Mertajam took part in a gotong royong recently in an effort
to curb the spread of dengue in their community. The func-
tion was part of their initiative to clean up their village
surroundings. - Pix courtesy of Kg Tasek Junjong Village
Security and Development Committee (JKKK).
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Alleviating flood woes along Sungai Kerian

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Ahmad Adil

THE flood woes in the south Seberang
Perai district will soon be addressed
when upgrading works on river em-
bankments is completed by November.

The project costing RM46 million
includes work along the 15km of Sun-
gai Kerian.

Land acquisition will cost a further
RMS50 million, including paying com-
pensation to 86 families living along
the river bank for a long time.

State deputy director of Drainage &
Irrigation Department (JPS) Md Khu-
zai Hussain said this at a press confer-
ence with exco for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow.

The downstream of the 15km Sungai
Kerian is prone to flooding due to low
and high tide of the sea and also the
mass volume of water released when
the upstream barrage is opened.

Among the areas affected are Kam-
pung Che Isa, Kampung Teluk Ipil,

Kampung Che Omar, Kampung Teluk,
Kampung India Transkrian, Kampung
Tanjung Berembang, Kampung Kepa-
la Batas and Jalan Persekutuan Datuk
Keramat.

“To compensate residents affected
by the upgrading works, the state gov-
ernment has offered them a low-cost
house costing RM38,000 at Taman
Sungai Duri Permai in southern Prai.
Another RM4,000 will be given as a
cash payment,” Khuzai said.

Forty-six households are affected,
resulting in total compensation of
RM1,932,000.

“Twelve commercial buildings to-
gether with two Chinese temples were
also affected by the project,” he added.

Meanwhile, Chow said the project
is now about 22% completed, with
expected date of completion by No-
vember.

“I hope the State Drainage and Ir-
rigation Department and that of the
federal government will work closely
to ensure the project is completed as
scheduled,” he said.

LS

Khuzai (third from left), Chow (right) and other officials at the main pump house

compound of Sungai Kerian.
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Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Chris Koay

WHEN it comes to the street
food of Penang, what comes
to mind would be an assort-
ment of stalls operating in a
specific confined area in
which each hawker would be
doing what he or she does
best i.e. serving out mouth-
watering dishes of a particu-
lar speciality.

Wan tan mee is one of the
all-time favourites of Penan-
gites and the tourists.

One outlet, aptly named
Wantan Mee House and lo-
cated at 321, Jalan Burma
(right across the Pulau Tikus
police station).

Its proprietor and main
cook is 46-year-old Ooi Eng
Chuan who has been in the
wan tan mee business for as
long as he can remember.

“I inherited the recipe
from my late parents Ooi
Thean Seng and Chan Foong
Keow when I was a young
kid. The wan tan mee busi-
ness has been going on for 53
years since my parents’ time.
This means I have always
been part of this business
since the age of seven,” said
the soft-spoken Ooi.

Wantan Mee House began
operations last April 27 and
prior to that, Ooi was selling
his noodles from a rented
stall at Swee Kong Coffee
Shop located just next door.

After the demise of his
parents, his elder sister Yin
Keng took over the stall
while Ooi helped out in a
manner like what most kitch-
en hands would do - prepar-
ing the ingredients, boiling
the soup and occasionally
trying his skills at dishing

The mouth-watering
wantan soup.

All-time
favourite
wan tan mee

The famous gravy sets Ooi’s wan tan mee apart from others.

Ooi happily relating his experience in the wan tan mee business.

out the noodles when his
sister was busy with other
matters.

When Yin Keng got mar-
ried, the then 24-year-old
Ooi finally took over the
helm of the stall and after
two decades at Swee Kong
Coffee Shop, he took the
bold step of setting up Wan-
tan Mee House.

When asked what makes
his wan tan mee different
from the others, Ooi’s imme-
diate response is the gravy.

I tried to remain impartial

as far as my personal opinion
was concerned but my taste
buds got the better of me. I
could not agree more.

I have been eating his wan
tan mee since I was a child
when my late grandmother
very often took me to Swee
Kong Coffee Shop for our
favourite iced coffee.

Wantan Mee House opens
daily except Thurdays from
7am to 3.30pm. Prices for
small, medium and big por-
tions are RM4.50, RM5.50
and RM6.50 respectively.



S
Asean, China urged to
produce local level solutions

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
recently took centre stage at a dia-
logue in Hainan, China, with gov-
ernors and mayors from 10 Asean
countries and China to discuss
ways of promoting pragmatic co-
operation through exchanges at the
local level.

The dialogue themed “Local
Cooperation: Driving Force To
Build A Community Of Common
Destiny” aimed to bring local lead-
ers together and discuss ways to
take their cities forward in a sus-
tainable and economically flourish-
ing manner.

Lim outlined that Penang has had
a longstanding relationship with
China since the migration of ethnic
Chinese to Malaysia during the
British colonial era, bringing frui-
tion to several prominent figures
such as Penang-born Dr. Wu Lien
Teh, who helped stop the pneu-
monic plague in China around
1910.

Today, Penang continues the
mutual beneficial relationship with
China with this year alone drawing
an estimated RMS5 billion worth of
investments from four Chinese
multinational companies (MNCs)
listed in the United States.

They will be among the 300
MNCs operating in the state, mak-
ing Penang a global hub in the
electronics, electrical manufactur-
ing and services sectors.

“Penang is an industrialised
state dependent on manufacturing
and services. It is a favoured loca-
tion of choice for foreign invest-
ment, contributing about one-third
of Malaysia’s trade surplus and
one-quarter of Malaysia’s total
imports and exports. Penang is an
open economy and China is our top
trading partner,” he told the dele-
gates.

“Penang envisages itself as an
international and intelligent city
that is the location of choice for
investors, tourists and businesses.

“To achieve that, we must have
a livable city that is clean, green,
safe and healthy; have world class
infrastructure; clean and good gov-
ernance as well as high quality
education institutions,” Lim added.

Lim also illustrated the fact that

the Asean Economic Community
(AEC) will provide immense op-
portunities with a market of 620
million people and by the end of
this year will lead to a single mar-
ket with GDP of more than US$2
trillion .

“We hope to make Penang the
gateway for Chinese businesses to
expand and reach one part of Ase-
an. Penang is at the door step of
Indonesia, the world’s largest Mus-
lim country, as well as near to
countries like Thailand and Myan-
mar,” he said.

“Penang believes in convergence
of the manufacturing, services and
public sector as well as forging
public private partnerships to move
forward. We welcome you to a mu-
tually beneficial win-win formula
as the basis of a most productive
partnership,” he said in closing.
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Lim giving his speech dun:ing a recent roundtable discussion in Hainan, China.

Melintang :

Roda tiga.

penempatan selat.
10. Wilayah
12. Ibu negeri Pulau Pinang.
13. Pusat pentadbiran Kerajaan Negeri.

Menegak :

2. Tempat persinggahan kapal dari luar.
4. Raja buah.
6. Rojak.
7. Pengangkutan air.
9. Kedudukan pulau di permulaan
11. Makanan popular di Pulau Pinang.
14. Acara tahunan pada penghujung tahun.

Lengkapkan slogan dibawah :

Saya inginkan sebuah Pulau Pinang yang

Sejaranletiiauloinang

Negeri yang berkait rapat dengan sejarah Pulau Pinang.

1.

3.

5. Kapten yang dikenali sebagai pengasas Pulau Pinang.

8. Bersama-sama Pulau Pinang dan Singapura menjadi kawasan

Tarikh Tutup/Peraduan :

30 Juni2015

(tidak melebihi 30 patah perkataan)

Sila isi butiran berikut:

No. Kad Pengenalan:

Alamat:

(Bimbit) .

Terma & Syarat Peraduan:

. Teka silang kata : Peraduan dibuka dari

. Peraduan terbuka kepada semua.

. Lengkapkan silang kata di atas dan slogan.

. Slogan adalah tidak meleblihi 30 patah perkataan.

. Hanya borang penyertaan sah boleh digunakan.

. Peserta boleh menghantar penyertaan sahaja.
. Hanya penyertaan lengkap bakal diadIll.

hingga

. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.

. Keputusan pengadil adalah muktamad.
10. Sebarang pertanyaan sila hubungi 04 - 650 5564 / 5256 / 5704.
11. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan kepada :
Buletin Mutiara, Peraduan Silang Kata - Sejarah Pulau Pinang,
Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Pulau Pinang.

Hadiah
Utama:

RM 500
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The first photograph taken right after Datuk Patahiyah Ismail’s appointment
as mayor with Penang governor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas (sixth from left)

His Oric d ay e

MARCH 31
was truly a
day to re-
member for
Penangites
as we re-
gained our
city status
after some
four decades.
The pictures
here mark
that historic
day.

r Preparations being made prior Patahiyah receiving the ‘cokmar’ from the governor.
to Patahiyah’s appointment - - EE
Penang Island City mayor. pr—

Penang Island City Council
officerson their electric
scooters pose in front of the
newly restored City Council
building.

_‘

The ‘cokmar’ or the c;eremoil ce signifies the power Officérs at éitention during the installation ceremony at the Penang City Council Building on March 31.
of the Penang Island City Council.
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Quarterly updates for business community

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muha-
mad

THE state government will be
updating the business commu-
nity and industry players on a
quarterly basis on how the state
is performing in terms of at-
tracting investments as well as
its economic conditions.

This was announced by Dep-
uty Chief Minister I Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon, who also
chairs the Industrial Develop-
ment & International Trade,
Corporate & Community Rela-
tion and Entrepreneurial Devel-
opment Committee in the exco,
in his speech at the symposium
titled “Penang State Business
Symposium 2015: Industrial
Business Outlook™ on March 19.

“I would like to do a lot for
the people of Penang not only
in the area of education but also
in the corporate social respon-
sibility arena. Today’s sympo-
sium is the first of the many
initiatives taken by my office
for the people of Penang and I
assure you there will be more
to come throughout the year,”
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Rashid (second from right) presenting souvenirs to the panel of speakers (from left) Sani, Lim, Raja
and the event organising chairman Lee Teong Li.

Rashid said.

Rashid also revealed vital
figures and statistics on key
economic indicators of the
state’s performance and its
overall competitiveness.

According to figures he re-
leased, 169 manufacturing

projects were approved with a
total investment of RMS.1 bil-
lion, of which RM5.1 billion
was foreign direct investments
(FDI) while the rest was domes-
tic direct investments (DDI).
“On average, Penang has
received about 13% of the

Seberang Perai Arena opened

THE long-awaited Seberang
Perai Arena which was offi-
cially opened on March 14 by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
will be a platform for eco-
nomic and social growth in
the Seberang Perai district.

The Seberang Perai Arena
project, costing about RM11
million, is fully funded by
Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) as a community
project for the people of Pen-
ang, which will comprise a
modern banquet hall, sports
and meeting facilities.

The development area for
this community-based project
is 6.9 acres and this will in-
clude a 25,000 sq ft banquet
hall and sports arena as well
as 491 on-grid carpark (inclu-
sive of upgraded carparks at
the BSJ public swimming
pool).

The banquet hall and sports
arena will be air-conditioned

with a capacity of 100 tables
and a maximum seating ca-
pacity of a 1,000 people, an
outdoor dining venue for up
to 300 people, offices and
meeting rooms, an audio-
visual room, an indoor hall
with stage, two futsal courts
and basketball courts and six
badminton courts.

To enhance the facilities, a
total of 491 on-grid carpark
lots with an additional seven
carparks for the physically
challenged, 77 motorcycle
parks and bus stop will be
provided with the view to
ensure good traffic control
and dispersal.

The completion of the Se-
berang Perai Arena will be an
added boost to PDC’s town-
ship of Bandar Seberang Jaya,
complete with residential
houses for all strata of society,
supported with good and
modern amenities and com-

mercial centres like Sunway
Township, Sunway Carnival,
The Light hotel which opened
recently, a hospital, public
library, various places of wor-
ship, government institutions
and recreation centres.

“The state government is
extremely proud to be able to
complete an international
project in Seberang Perai. In
order to ensure this SPA pro-
ject maintains an interna-
tional repute with world-class
management, an open com-
petitive tender will be held to
select its operator,” said Lim.

“This Seberang Perai Are-
na project with its banqueting
and sporting/recreational fa-
cilities will complement and
integrate with the adjacent
Tunku Linear Park, managed
by Seberang Prai Municipal
Council and the Sony Sports
Complex, making the entire
project enclave the largest

country’s total investment be-
tween 2008 and 2013 - a
healthy figure if compared to
other bigger states in Malaysia.
We will also see some initial
investments of RMS5 billion
coming into the state this year
from four big multinational

corporations (MNCs) listed in
the US which are in the elec-
tronic-based manufacturing
sector and there will be an es-
timated 2,000 jobs created from
these investments,” he added.
“Penang’s domestically driv-
en economic activities will be-
come increasingly important
economic drivers in the years to
come. The growth in the ser-
vices sector, especially in the
medical tourism and support
services outsourcing (SSO), and
other support services like fi-
nance will enhance the overall
economy for Penang. The ser-
vices sector is estimated to
contribute 48.6% to the state’s
projected Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) of around RM60.6
billion in 2015.” he added.
Other key speakers at the
symposium included chief ex-
ecutive officer and founder of
iFast Corporation Ltd Lim
Chung Chun, director of Wealth
Management (Economic &
Market Strategy) Financial Al-
liance Pte Ltd Sani Hamid and
executive director of Pricewa-
terhouseCoopers Taxation Ser-
vices Sdn Bhd Raja Kumaran.

e e
district.

integrated socio-civic recrea-
tional centre for the people of
Bandar Seberang Jaya,” he
added.

“I am pleased to state that
this Seberang Perai Arena
project is very much in line
with the aspirations of the
state government to make
Penang a Cleaner, Greener,
Safer place to Work, Live and
Play.”

b e

The newly built Seberang Perai Arena will be a boon to the

The SPA arena represents
one of the CSR projects han-
dled by PDC.

Among its other CSR ac-
tivities are providing subsi-
dised affordable homes, pro-
vision of public infrastructure
and amenities, carrying out
repainting jobs for its high-
rise buildings and greening of
Penang through landscaping
projects.
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