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‘Sneaky’ motion highlight
of assembly sitting

Story by Chan Lilian

ASSEMBLY sittings can be
boring and mundane to most.
The recently concluded
Penang State Assembly sitting
went without much drama.

Previously, demos would
spice up the scene and give
members of the media an
adrenaline rush in between
the routine.

The sitting began with the
tabling of the 2016 budget for
Penang.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng had explained the surplus
budget but the mainstream
media continued to publish
“deficit” in their headlines.

“Penang recorded annual
surpluses every year and our
accumulated surpluses during
the last seven years from
2008-2014 amounting to
RM503 million exceeded the
RM373 million accumulated
over 50 years from 1957-
2007. At the same time our
debt has been reduced by 90%
since 2008,” Lim said.

However, the last day of
the sitting ended with a heat-
ed debate.

A motion by Umno’s Pulau
Betong assemblymember Sr.
Muhamad Farid Saad was
described as “BN’s sneaky,

devious entrapment
motion”.

“I have exposed the
charade and entrap-
ment by Umno on this
issue. The decision on !
the land reclamation
was approved by the
same party when one
of them was holding
office as an exco
member in the previ-
ous administration. It
is a clear case of dou-
ble standards. What
type of principle is
this? He did not apol-
ogise and yet he dares
to deny he played a
role,” Lim said.

“The motion is not
necessary as the cur-
rent law states that
new land reclamation
requires the Detailed
Environment Impact
Assessment (DEIA)
report. However, the
assemblymember
wants to be holier than thou
and be a hero now. I asked
him to man-up, admit that the
one who approved the land
reclamation was his party.
Clearly, the motion was trying
to trap us. We refuse to fall
into their trap,” Lim said.

Tanjung Bungah assembly-
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member Teh Yee Cheu had
apologised and admitted he
made a mistake by voting for
the motion.

Lim said DAP will give
him a cooling off period since
he had apologised and admit-
ted his mistake.

Any further action to be
taken will be decided at a

later date.

As for the five PKR as-
semblymembers who ab-
stained from voting, Lim said
he will leave it to their party
to handle.

* SEE ALSO PAGES 2-8
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Can Penang Umno be trusted
on land reclamation?

PULAU Betong Umno assemblymember
Muhamad Farid Saad’s motion against
land reclamation in the Penang State As-
sembly on Nov 20 shamelessly ignored
the previous BN government’s abysmal
track record of parcelling out 3,241 acres
of land reclamation in contrast to the 60
acres approved by the present state gov-
ernment.

Farid’s motion against land reclama-
tion is absurd as it would include land
reclamation approvals by the previous
BN state government, which Farid as a
member of the previous administration
had fully supported.

Farid’s motion had proposed that there
should be public feedback on land recla-
mation, and all new reclamation projects
be suspended until a complete detailed
environmental impact assessment is
conducted as well as any projects which
brought negative effects to Penang
should be cancelled.

Farid’s motion was superfluous be-
cause the requirements of public feed-
back and approval of detailed environ-
mental impact assessment (DEIA) were
already a legal necessity under federal
law before any land reclamation can
proceed.

Witness the Tanjung Pinang reclama-
tion project by E&O Bhd, which involved
a DEIA, exhaustive public hearings and
consultations conducted by the Depart-
ment of Environment and also the Town
& Country Planning Department, both of
which are federal government agencies.

In other words, Farid’s motion brought
nothing new in terms of public hearings
and consultations or even DEIA, as these
are compliance issues already required
by federal laws.

The real sticking point in Farid’s mo-
tion is that by postponing or suspending
all new reclamation projects, the state
government is exposed to the risk of pay-
ing compensation running into hundreds
of millions of ringgit.

Farid had refused to address his role
as a member of the BN state government
that had approved reclamation projects.

Some of the reclaimed land by BN
were approved without open tender at
giveaway prices of RM1 per sq ft.

Of the 3,241 acres of reclamation land
approved by the previous BN state gov-
ernment, 744 acres had been reclaimed,
leaving 2,500 acres to be reclaimed.

Under present laws of the sanctity of
contract, the state government is bound
by the land reclamation approvals of the
previous BN state government.

Any postponement or suspension of
the remaining 2,500 acres, especially on
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those that had already complied with
federal laws on DEIA and public hear-
ings, will likely invite issues of compen-
sation payments.

Compensation payment on such large
tracts of reclaimed land involves hun-
dreds of millions of ringgit, if not more,
and may ultimately bankrupt the state
government.

To fully cover the state government
from having to make compensation pay-
ments to suspend land reclamation ap-
proved by the previous BN state govern-
ment, why is there no full indemnity of
such payments by the federal government
to the state government?

If Farid’s motion is passed, it would
be patently absurd that the present state
government would have to pay compen-
sation to delay land reclamation approved
by the BN administration.

Any responsible government would
not allow itself to be bankrupted in such
a manner.

This begs the question — will Lim
Guan Eng be praised for permitting the
Penang state government to go bankrupt
by paying compensation so as to stop
reclamation projects approved by the
previous BN government that will only
benefit BN cronies?

This would appear to be the conclu-
sion in a malaysiakini columnist endors-
ing DAP Tanjung Bungah assemblymem-
ber Teh Yee Cheu for supporting the
Umno motion and the five PKR assem-
blymembers led by Ong Chin Wen (Bukit
Tengah) and the others, Norlela Ariffin
(Penanti), Cheah Kah Peng (Kebun
Bunga), Dr T Jayabalan (Batu Uban) and
Lee Khai Loon (Machang Bubuk) for
abstaining from voting.

I do not believe that I was elected to
allow Penang to go bankrupt.

I am willing to be condemned than
praised to keep Penang free from bank-
ruptcy with a healthy surplus for us to
undertake investment in building public

infrastructure, education and innovation.

The present Penang state government
has undergone the painful experience of
paying RM14.7 million (still not recov-
ered) for the Tang Hak Ju land scandal
incurred by BN and another RM20 mil-
lion to Boustead Holdings Bhd for reduc-
ing the height of their hotel in George
Town to five storeys from the 12 ap-
proved by BN.

In other words, this motion would al-
low BN to play the hero in opposing land
reclamation and also force the present
state government to pay the price for
stopping land reclamation approved by
the BN state government.

Such a devious and slick tactic of play-
ing both sides is a win-win situation for
BN. At once a hero politically for oppos-
ing land reclamation and yet at the same
time, their crony companies also ade-
quately compensated for any delay or

* TURN TO PAGE 3
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PAS rep loyal to Penang government

Story by Chan Lilian

PERMATANG Pasir state assemblymember Datuk
Salleh Man of PAS was in the limelight at the debate
on Nov 20 between opposition Barisan Nasional (BN)
and the Penang state government in the Pakatan
Harapan coalition at the Penang State Assembly sit-
ting.

BN’s Penaga assemblymember Mohd. Zain Ahmad
had questioned if Salleh should be in the opposition
now that PAS is not in the Pakatan Harapan coalition.

Mohd Zain also asked if there was a double standard
applied as the media had reported that some village
security and development committee (JKKK) members
had their appointment terminated while Salleh contin-
ues in his position.

In replying to the question, Lim said: “The Penang
state government does not practise double standards.
This is based on the spirit of togetherness as a family.
The Permatang Pasir assemblymember continues to
be loyal to Pakatan Harapan. Although he is from PAS,
he has continued to support and defend the Pakatan
Harapan leadership.”

Meanwhile, the issue about the 300 JKKK members
from PAS who had their services terminated was also
explained by Lim.

Earlier in another press conference on Nov 19,
Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
had also explained the issue to the press.

Rashid said the 300 JKKK members had chosen not
to work with the state government and hence had their
services terminated.

“The state government has a lot of programmes for
the benefit of the people and we need the support and
participation of these JKKK members to carry out the
aspirations of the state. These members chose to leave
the JKKK when they received the notice in September
from their party,” Rashid said.

Lim pointed out that there are 1,083 JKKK members
who are from PAS and only 30% had their service
terminated.

“There are still 783 members and these members
should consult their PAS party on their positions. If
they are loyal and supportive of the Pakatan Harapan
state government, they can continue. I don’t expect
the Barisan Nasional side to understand. This is to be
expected. Barisan is only interested to divide the
coalition,” Lim said.

Questions over PKR 5 move

* FROM PAGE 2

suspension of land reclamation.

How can Umno be trusted on opposing
land reclamation now when Farid refused
to account nor apologise for his support
for land reclamation when BN was in
power?

And yet there are some who are en-
trapped by Umno’s devious and slick
tactic until they are willing to trust that
“a leopard can change its spots”, forget-
ting the axiom that “kingdoms may
change but not so easily one’s basic
character”.

First is Teh who broke party ranks and
stood with Umno by voting for the mo-
tion.

After an emergency meeting following
the end of the assembly sitting involving
all 19 DAP assemblymembers, Teh told
a press conference that he realised he had
made a mistake and apologised to the
party.

He promised to return to the party and
was willing to accept any punishment
meted out.

All Penang DAP assemblymembers
are deeply unhappy that a colleague is
willing to trust and stand together with
Umno — a first in DAP’s history.

Voting in support of Umno’s motion
against his own party is unacceptable and
warrants stern disciplinary action, which
will be dealt through DAP’s internal
party mechanism.

The move by the five PKR assem-
blymembers to abstain from voting
cannot be dismissed as an act of a
loner, but something pre-planned and
organised.

PKR whip Ong told the press that the
PKR five abstained in accordance with
their conscience and that it “reflected the

current political situation”.

Does this mean that their own assem-
blymembers holding government posts,
namely Penang Deputy Speaker Datuk
Maktar Shapee, the three PKR excos of
Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, Datuk Abdul Malik Abul
Kassim and Dr Afif Bahardin, who voted
against Umno’s motion have no con-
science?

What type of current political situation
is he talking about when the Umno as-
semblymembers had earlier opposed
PKR’s motion to ask that imprisoned
party leader Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
be given medical treatment of his choice
as well as refusing to answer questions
relating to the RM2.6 billion donation
scandal?

Abstention by the PKR five, as a BN
daily emphasised, is as good as support-
ing Umno’s motion and an “act of mu-
tiny from within”.

This is politically untenable as

PKR five intended to abstain.

This is a clear sign of dissatisfaction
by the PKR five or even a mutiny against
their party members holding government
posts.

The Penang state government does not
intend to meddle in the internal party
problems of a party ally and will give
PKR time to resolve them before the state
government decides how to deal with
their preference to trust Umno more than
their own state government.

Malaysiakini also published a column
wondering why veteran DAP leader Lim
Kit Siang can ask that BN respect the
rights of two MCA assemblymembers,
who abstained against a DAP motion by
Danny Law in 2002, but his son cannot
respect the rights of the PKR five to ab-
stain against an Umno motion.

We must remember that the two MCA
assemblymembers abstained because
they opposed the RM1 billion Penang

Outer Ring Road (PORR) project pro-
posed by their own BN government.

The difference is that the PORR had
not been finalised (and is never built
until today) unlike the land reclamation
projects that were approved and finalised
by BN.

The PH state government is willing to
pay for our own mistakes but not pay for
BN’s mistakes and failures, especially
when there is no full indemnity by the
federal government on any compensation
paid for postponing or cancelling land
reclamation.

Failing to protect the interest of the
state government from making huge
compensation payouts and instead choos-
ing to either abstain or support the Umno
motion, is highly irresponsible.

Finally, the people of Penang will
decide who they trust more on land rec-
lamation — Umno or their own state
government of Penang.

one cannot run with the hares and
yet hunt with the wolves.

In this regard, we appreciate
Datuk Salleh Man’s loyal support
to the Pakatan Harapan Penang
state government even though he
remains a PAS member.

Equally disturbing is Ong’s
claim that the five PKR assembly-
members had decided to abstain
and duly informed their party
leadership.

However, he refused to say
which PKR national leader he had
informed.

Ong also admitted that the
other four PKR assemblymembers
who supported the Penang state
government by opposing Umno’s
motion had no knowledge that the
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Leaky ceiling at heritage
state assembly building

-

Hock Seng speaking to the press regarding the leak.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

HEAVY rain around 6pm on Nov 19 resulted in a
leaky ceiling at the Penang State Assembly building
when exco member Lim Hock Seng was presenting
his papers.

The leak disrupted the sitting momentarily but the
assemblymembers carried on despite the leak.

Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang arranged for the
Public Works Department (JKR) to look into the re-
pairs.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng was asked to com-

Dec 1 - 15,2015

ment on the leaking ceiling on Nov 20 at a press
conference.

“Although I agree with the Umno assemblymem-
bers that this state assembly building is best used for
amuseum, I wonder if they will help us to get alloca-
tions from the federal government to build a new
one?” he said.

“The cost of a new building will run into millions.
Where are we going to find the money? Of course,
the most ideal use of this heritage building is as a
museum but at the moment, we do not have the
money to build a new state assembly building,” he
added.

Permatang Pauh receives highest allocation

THE emotional outburst at the Nov 19 as-
sembly sitting by Penanti assemblymember
Norela Ariffin caught everyone by surprise.

During the afternoon session, she had
broken down in sobs and claimed that de-
velopment is not forthcoming for her con-
stituency although she had repeatedly
pursued the matter.

However, this was quickly clarified when
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng revealed that
the Permatang Pauh parliament seat, under
which lies Penanti, received one of the
highest allocations in the Penang 2016
Budget.

“A total of RM32.37 million had been
allocated for Permatang Pauh. In 2015, a
total of RM9.43 million was allocated for
several projects,” Lim said in a press conference on
Nov 20.

Some of the projects are land acquisition to build
mosque, religious school, cemetery and community
hall; six flood mitigation projects; five road widening
projects; futsal court and badminton court, and re-

Norela wiping away her tears.

YB DR HAJAH NORLELA BT ARIFFIN

building of Masjid Timah, Kampung Belah Dua and
Islamic primary school, Maahad At-Tarbiah Guar
Jering.

For 2016, the amount allocated is RM32.37 million
and that involves a RM22 47 flood mitigation project
that includes building of new bridge, pump house and
others.
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AROUND TOWN

BLOOD DONATION DRIVE

MOUNT Miriam Cancer Hospital is supporting a blood
donation drive organised by Excel Point Community
Venture for Penang Government Hospital. MMCH will
be providing free health checks and body composition
analysis for the public. Details are as follows — Time:
10am — Spm. Date: Dec 13. Venue: King’s Academy (next
to Tesco Extra Sungai Dua). For further information, call
Phyllis at 04-8923877 or 016-5217064.

PESTA CHINGAY PARADE

THE Chingay and Lion Dance troupe members will dis-
play their skills in balancing stilt poles during this annual
street parade on Dec 20. The parade begins from Padang
Brown and will pass through the main streets of George
Town before ending at Esplanade. There will also be giant
colourful flags and floats, lion and dragon dance perfor-
mances and a procession of decorative trishaws. For
further details, contact Penang State Tourism Development
Office at 604-6505136/604-2619012, or visit www.visit-
penang.gov.my.

LAUNDRY SERVICE

NEED help with your laundry? Then come to Kedai OKU
Dobi Pulau Pinang, Opposite Pacific Bakery, Unit 2B-104,
Phase 2, Ground Floor No 8, Konkos Satu, Komtar (Tel:
014-7555955). Their speciality services include dry clean-
ing suits, sweaters and gowns, air-washing tudung and
dresses and disinfecting your baby’s toys. The laundrette
is managed by single mothers and disabled.

FREE COURSES

BRAHMA KUMARIS is conducting free courses in
Positive Thinking, Stress-Free Living, Inner Leadership
etc. For details contact 2288209/013-4301229 (P Tikus)
and 019-4152639 (Bayan Baru).

FREE EMAIL COUNSELLING

HELP4u, an initiative of the Penang Education Council,
provides confidential, anonymous and free email counsel-
ling for young people between 13-25 years who need help
on issues relating to their studies, family, relationship and
others. For details, log on to their website, www.help4u.
my, www.help4u.org.my

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

GET your website questions answered when you attend
Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions every Tues-
day at Complex USM. Book your session at www.red-
boxstudio.com/tech-tuesday or call Krista (016 451 9193).

ENGLISH CLASS

BRITISH Council is now organising a part-time English
course for adults who want greater flexibility in learning
English. For details, call 04-2630330 or email penang@
britishcouncil.org.my

YOGA CLASSES

HINDU Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga classes
every Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the Hindu Ma-
hajana Sangam, Gandhiji Ashram, at 674, Jalan Kebun
Bunga. Call Raju at 016-4351211 for details.



Dedicated bicycle lane to airport

Story by Chan Lilian

A DEDICATED bicycle lane
from Straits Quay to the Penang
International Airport will be built
soon.

This announcement will be well
received by cyclists who work in
the Bayan Lepas factories as they
had suggested for this facility to
enable them to cycle to work.

During the presentation at the
Penang State Assembly on 20

Government, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow reported that the project will
cost around RM10 million.

“In view of the increase in
numbers of cyclists who are using
the dedicated bicycle lane, the
state government proposed to
extend the lane. A bridge will be
built to cross Sungai Pinang. The
state government through the
Penang Island City Council will
also connect the dedicated lane

International Airport and the Jam-
batan Sultan Abdul Halim
Mu’adzam Shah (Penang second
bridge) measuring 32km,” Chow
said.

“The proposal includes the
construction of a new lane, light-
ing, flyover from Lebuhraya Tun g
Dr. Lim Chong Eu and a viewing
tower near Queensbay. Two bridg- |
es will also be built over Sungai
Keluang and Sungai Nibong.
Work is expected to be completed

Nov, Exco member for Local

from Straits Quay to the Penang

by end 2017,” he added.

File pix of the dedicated lane where one can cycle by the
shore and enjoy the morning sunrise or evening sunset with
the Penang bridge in the background.

RM26 million for upgrading of road infrastructure

THE state government has allocated
RM26.11 million for six construction pro-
jects and upgrading of road infrastructure as
outlined in Budget 2016.

Exco for Works, Utility and Transporta-
tion, Lim Hock Seng said another allocation
of RM17 45 million has also been set aside
for maintenance of roads statewide.

To gain access and upgrade kampung
roads, the state government has allocated
RM2 million, apart from the RMS5 million
given by the federal government for the
same purpose under the Malaysian Road
Information System funding.

“This shows the increased funding in
2015 (RM28.45) as the state government
has approved RM1 million to take care of
kampung roads and some RM3 million for
the maintenance of these roads,” Lim told
the state assembly during his winding up
speech on Nov 19.

He said this showed that the state govern-
ment was concerned about the need to im-
prove road infrastructure for the convenience
of the people in the quest to achieve inter-
national city status.

“The state government always ensures

that building infrastructure is of top priority,
to guarantee that completed projects will
have a positive impact on the people,” he
added.

To a question raised by Berapit assem-
blymember Ong Kok Fooi concerning a new
road or alternative road in Bukit Mertajam
to reduce traffic congestion in the town, Lim
said at this moment there is no project to
widen or improve roads which were under
the Public Works Department (JKR).

“The state government has identified
various suggestions concerning new/alterna-
tive roads in Bukit Mertajam under the
Penang State Planning Program (RNPP3),
that is a project for Jalan Permatang Rawa
to Tanah Liat and Permatang Tok Elong to
Jalan Berapit.

“Apart from this, the government also
highlighted the application through the 11th
Malaysia Plan to build a new outer ring road,
Berapit—Kulim, in Central Seberang Prai
costing RM59.85 million.

“This is subject to the approval from the
federal government,” he added.

On the same matter, Pulau Betong as-
semblymember Muhamad Farid Saad

voiced his concern over the repair of dam-
aged roads in Balik Pulau through “patch-
ing” which caused problems for motorcy-
clists.

Lim in his reply said such repairs were
widely adopted by JKR to cover up pot holes
on the road surface.

On issue of implementation of cashless
payment of toll at Penang Bridge, as raised
by Seri Delima assemblymember RSN
Rayer, Lim said the electronic ticketing col-
lection (ETC) at the Penang Bridge and
Butterworth -Kulim Expressway (BKE)
started from Sept 9.

“The main objective for the introduction
of ETC is to reduce traffic congestion at the
toll plazas, reduce the issue of acquisition of
land for toll plaza enlargement due to in-
crease in traffic load and possibility of fire
hazard from vehicles arising from waiting
in queue to pay by cash.

“At this moment, the number of vehicles
using the Penang Bridge daily amounts to
81,789, with about 70.1% using ETC before
its implementation.

“During the implementation of the ETC
system, the state government found that

traffic congestion at peak hours had re-
duced,” Lim said.

Meanwhile, Pulau Tikus assemblymem-
ber Yap Soo Huey raised the issue about the
study of the main roads project and under-
ground tunnel.

Lim said Zenith BUCG Sdn Bhd, the
contractor, had carried out a feasibility study
on three main road projects and the third
tunnel link for Penang, which comprised
feedback from individuals, local residents
and social impact analysis.

Lim said the Economic Planning Unit of
the Prime Minister’s Department has com-
pleted the Study on Building of New Airport
in Northern Malaysia, which suggested the
Penang International Airport to be upgraded
from taking in 6.5 million passengers per
annum (mppa) to 10 mppa.

In conjunction with this, the same study
also listed the construction of the new Kulim
International Airport in Kedah with a capac-
ity 25 mppa to take care of an increase in
passenger load from 2025.

“However, the suggestion for these pro-
jects have not been finalised by the federal
government,” Lim said.
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Poser over PR1IMA houses

Story by Amanda Khong

STATE Exco member for
Town and Country Planning
and Housing Jagdeep Singh
has urged the 1Malayisa
People’s Housing Corpora-
tion (PRIMA) to confirm

ing to this matter,” said
Jagdeep during a press con-
ference on Nov 14 in Gur-
ney Plaza.

It was announced on Aug
21 that as of July 31, PR-
1MA has approved a total of
153,807 housing units and

the status of its affordable
housing projects in Penang.

“The National Housing
Council meeting held on
Aug 21 revealed that PR-
IMA has approved 24,923
housing units in Penang.

units.

based on that figure, it was
also announced that Penang
in particular recorded the
highest rate of approval
which is 24,923 housing

Jagdeep also urged PR-

Chong Eng (left)
. having a light
moment with PAS
assemblymember
Datuk Salleh Man
(centre), Chief
Minister
Guan Eng (right)
and other exco

Lim

However, the Penang state
government has yet to re-
ceive any official applica-
tion from PRIMA pertain-

IMA to be transparent on
the details about this matter
and not to leave the state
government in the dark.

World class athletes
from Penang

PENANG has produced and will still continue to produce
world class athletes in the years to come.

State exco member for Youth and Sports and Women,
Family and Community Development Chong Eng said
this in her winding up speech on Nov 19 in the State
Legislative Assembly sitting.

“I would like to take this opportunity to say well done
and congratulate Malaysia’s men’s singles badminton
player Datuk Lee Chong Wei and women’s singles player
Goh Jin Wei who won the China Open in Fuzhou, China
and the Yonex BWF World Junior Badminton Champion-
ship in Lima, Peru respectively,” said Chong Eng.

The recent wins for these two national badminton stars
has increased their personal world rankings released by
the Badminton World Federation (BWF).

The Penang State Sports Council has also taken the
initiative to give Goh a special allowance of RM 1,000 per
month for her achievements since January 2013.

Chong Eng added that other than producing world class
shuttlers, there is also Penang’s very own wushu queen,
Chan Lu Yi.

Chan recently won the gold medal in the Taiji-Quan
event on Nov 16 defeating over 904 other athletes from
more than 70 countries in the 13th World Wushu Cham-
pionship in Jakarta.

Other notable achievements by Penang’s athletes in-
clude Moh Keen Hoo and Lim Kok Leong who emerged
as world champions in the International Snooker and
Billiards Federation (IBSF) World Team Championship
on Aug 15 in Karachi, Pakistan and national diver Ooi
Tze Liang who qualified for the 2016 Olympics on Sept
4,

Pengkalan Kota assemblymember Lau Keng Ee brought
up the issue of establishing a football academy in Penang.

Chong Eng clarified that football development is among
those given priority by the Football Association of Penang
(FAP).

A total of 15 football academies that are registered
with FAP are very proactive in training new players in
Penang.

sitting.

Top choice for aging community

PENANG is the main destination to set up
home for folks in the aging community.

It was brought up in the recently concluded
State Legislative Assembly that the aging com-
munity numbers are increasing everywhere in
Penang.

Kebun Bunga assemblymember Cheah Kah
Peng raised this matter as it was his constituency
that had the most increase in aging community.

State exco member for Welfare, Caring So-
ciety and Environment Phee Boon Poh ex-
plained in this winding up speech that he is
aware of the increase of the aging community
in the state.

“The increase is happening because a lot of
these senior citizens are choosing Penang as
their main destination because we have very
good facilities and also look after their welfare
here through several programmes executed by
the state government,” said Phee.

The state government has taken proactive
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Jagdeep Singh (right) in a heated debate with Pulau Betong assemblymember M

Saad in the state assembly.

steps regarding this issue by carrying out
various studies about senior citizens back in
2013.

Penang Medical College was appointed to
carry out studies and several suggestions were
also presented to the state government for
consideration.

Phee added that the state has also launched
a programme called “Let’s Live Healthy (Jom
Hidup Sihat)” where the programme provides
seniors citizens with activity centres and also
various recreation activities with exercise fa-
cilities.

The state has also taken the initiative to
encourage those in the aging community to
exercise more and stress on the importance of
health check-ups.

All these facilities are provided in most
residential and community areas where senior
citizens can strengthen friendships and pro-
mote a sense of neighbourhood.
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members during
the lunch break
at the assembly
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Putrajaya slammed over
flood projects funding

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

IT’S an empty promise!

That was the claim of exco for Housing & Town

and Country Planning Jagdeep Singh on Dec 1
when he slammed the federal government over the
allocation for flood mitigation projects in Penang.

Feeling dejected over the development, he said
Penang had done its part by relocating the af-
fected residents along Sungai Pinang to allow the
mitigation project (Phase 2) to proceed.

“Now, we are faced with news about the rejec-
tion for the allocation,” he told a press conference
at Lorong Kulit food complex.

“It is very unfair that despite paying RM6.3
billion annually to the federal government in tax
and customs duty, Penang has been sidelined after
none of its applications for flood mitigation pro-
jects costing a total of RM805.4 million were
approved,” he said.

Jagdeep said under allocations in the 11th Ma-
laysia Plan there were a total of seven projects,
including the main one — Sungai Pinang Living
River project (ROL) which has been allocated
RM450 million.

He added that he has written to Natural Resource
and Environment Minister Datuk Seri Wan Ju-
naidi Tuanku Jaafar seeking the ministry’s com-
mitment of RM450 million funding for the Sungai
Pinang project.

RM450 JUTA
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Jagdeep (second left) joining residents of Sungai Pinang to display the poster seeking funding from the

federal government.

In his letter dated Dec 1, Jagdeep said the Pen-
ang state government has done its part by relocat-
ing the affected residents along the Sungai Pinang.

“In view of the present rainy season causing

floods, it its now up to the minister to give his
quick commitment to expedite the RM450 million
funding to allow Phase 2 of the Sungai Pinang
flood mitigation project to proceed,” he added.

Machang Bubuk folk voice
out on cybergambling

House price hike will
affect low-income group

EXCO member for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow
received a group of people from
the Machang Bubuk constituency
led by the Village Development
and Security Committee (JKKK)
members on the sidelines of the
State Assembly sitting recently.

They were there to voice out
their concerns regarding cyberca-
fes which are believed to carry out
illegal cyber gambling.

According to them, this un-
healthy activity may attract youths
and students too.

“Business licences are issued by
the two local councils. We have
stringent guidelines and do regu-
larly monitor the situation. How-
ever, we do not deny that some of

the premises may carry out illegal
activities.

“To counter the situation, the
local councils will carry out en-
forcement with the police and
other authorities,” Chow assured
the residents.

It was also pointed out that
though the JKKK demanded that
licences be frozen, some commu-
nities do require cybercafes as they
serve as a place for students to use
the internet for their lessons.

Therefore, Chow told them that
every measure will be taken to
ensure that the premises keep to
the approved purpose of business
and, at the same time, the local
authorities will work closely with
the other agencies to increase en-
forcement.

THE Penang government is seeking
clarification from the Urban Wellbeing,
Housing and Local Government Minis-
try on its plan to increase the prices of
low-cost (LC) and low-medium cost
(LMC) homes.

He added that it was proposed the
prices be raised to RM65,000 for an LC
unit and RM100,000 for an LMC unit
during a meeting at the National Hous-
ing Council in August.

“There were no reason given for the
proposal. We ask for clarification on
this matter and how it will be imple-
mented in the various states,” he told a
press conference on Nov 24.

Also present was Jawi assembly-
member Soon Lip Chee.

He added that a letter had been sent
to Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local
Government Minister Datuk Abdul Rah-

man Dahlan on the issue.

In Penang, low-cost and low-medium
cost homes were priced at RM42,000
and RM72,500 respectively, Jagdeep
said, and a price hike would adversely
affect the low-income group.

He said applicants for such units were
already having trouble getting housing
loans at current prices.

“As an alternative, banks should
work out a more affordable loan scheme
to ease the burden of these applicants,”
he added.

Jagdeep said the states should be
consulted if the federal government
plans to increase the prices of these
units.

“Our views should be sought before
any decision is made,” he said, adding
that he was prepared to meet the minis-
ter to talk about the issue.



Tackling housing woes

Story by Victor Seow

HOUSING woes affecting Pen-
angites remains the closest subject
matter to the heart of state exco
member for Town & Country
Planning and Housing Jagdeep
Singh (DAP-Datuk Kramat).
Responding to the issue raised
by Permatang Pasir assembly-
member Salleh Man on the dif-
ficulty in getting approval for
bank loans, especially for pur-
chasers of low cost, low-medium

cost and affordable housing,
Jagdeep was adamant that the
state opposition members can
work closely with the state gov-
ernment in sending the message
across to Bank Negara.

“It’s areality where my friends
from the Opposition can help us
out by getting the federal govern-
ment to get Bank Negara to in-
troduce loan packages which are
less stringent in their terms for
our purchasers of low-cost, low-
medium cost and affordable

housing,” Jagdeep said.

“This is one effective way to
cool my hot seat,” he added in jest.

Jagdeep also revealed that he
had held discussions with offi-
cials from Bank Negara in ad-
dressing this pressing issue.

“My discussions with Bank
Negara are fruitful in the sense
that both parties shared experi-
ences especially on what is being
faced by the Housing Depart-
ment when it evaluates appli-
cants for low-cost, low-medium

cost and affordable housing.
Bank Negara officials, on their
part, also revealed their criteria
when they process loan applica-
tions for such housing,” Jagdeep
continued.

According to Jagdeep, Bank
Negara is most concerned over
Malaysians’ household debt which
is around 89% of the Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP), the highest
in the region and thus concerted
efforts must be made towards
prudent debt management.

Despite such circumstances,
Jagdeep also informed Bank
Negara officials that the Penang
state government has plans to
build and supply affordable hous-
ing with controlled prices be-
tween RM150,000.00 and
RM400,000.00 on the island and
between RM150,000.00 and
RM250,000.00 on the mainland.

Actotal of 35,000 units of such
affordable homes are in the
pipeline to meet the needs of
Penangites.

Number of tourists set to soar

BOOSTING tourist arrivals in Penang
remains the most important task for state
exco for Tourism Development and
Culture Danny Law Heng Kiang (DAP
— Batu Lancang) especially in 2016.

In his winding-up speech at the state
assembly, Law said Penang will be
hosting the World Travel Mart from
May 18 to 20 next year.

“The brand World Travel Mart
(WTM) is famous especially for WTM
London which is undoubtedly the cen-
tre of attraction for all stakeholders in
the worldwide tourism industry,” said
Law.

“It gives me great pride that Penang
was chosen to be the host for WTM
Connect Asia for the first time in the
Asian region. This programme to be
held at the Straits Quay Convention
Centre will cost RM400,000 and will
attract potential clients and tour package
providers from within and outside the
country,” he added.

Law also reiterated the pull factors
that the state government had come up
with in attracting regional tourists into
Penang.

According to him, the US$10 incen-
tive per foreign visitor to Penang will
be given directly to the airlines, namely
AisAsia and Malindo Air, that cooperate
with the state government in this ap-
proach.

The three direct flights in this scheme
are Penang—Yangon (AirAsia), Penang—
Seoul (AirAsia) and Penang—Bandung
(Malindo Air).

“The direct flights between Penang
and Yangon will begin early next year
and more than RM 1.5 million has been
allocated for the incentive,” Law said.

Furthermore, Law also stated that
next year’s vision for the state tourism
sector will be focused towards M.I.C.E.
(Meetings, Incentives, Conventions and
Exhibitions).

“The completion of SPICE and The
Light Waterfront Convention Centre
will enable Penang to offer attractive
space for tourists who are involved in
MI.CE programmes. And especially
so for the more than 2,000 agents who
are heavily involved in the industry in
getting larger groups of people or visi-
tors to the state,” he said.

Encouraging agricultural entrepreneurs

EXCO member for Agricul-
ture & Agro-Based Industry,
Rural Development and
Health Dr. Afif Bahardin
extended his congratula-
tions to the state govern-
ment for achieving positive
growth in Domestic Direct
Investment (DDI) and For-
eign Direct Investment
(FDI) for the seventh con-
secutive year since Pakatan
Harapan helmed the state.

For the record, Penang
achieved 93% growth in
investment which is equiva-
lent to RM48.2 billion com-
pared to RM24.9 billion
when Penang was still under
the Barisan Nasional (BN)
government.

With regards to matters
which concern his portfolio,
Dr Afif (PKR — Seberang
Jaya) assured members of
the assembly that the state
government will never rest
on its laurels in generating

wealth through agricultural
activities.

“In her book The Entre-
preneurial State by Profes-
sor Mariana Mazzucato, the
author stated that it was the
role of the government to
invest in high risk industries
or sectors for the purpose of
generating wealth and to get
high economic returns. The
Agriculture & Agro-Based
committee chaired by me
shares the same ideals which
is to generate wealth by
means of agricultural entre-
preneurship. The state gov-
ernment has allocated
RM13.6 million for this
purpose,” he said.

On a separate matter
raised by Tanjong Bunga
assemblymember Teh Yee
Cheu on the introduction of
Pet Passport for pet owners,
Dr Afif clarified the rules
and regulations in the imple-
mentation of such an ap-

proach in dealing with
household pets.

“For your information,
this Pet Passport idea has
started but as of today, it has
not been made compulsory
for all pets. The Pet Pass-
port, however, is an official
document under the Malay-
sian Animal Traceability
System which aims to help
curb the spread of diseases,
enhancing traceability of
pets, promote responsibility
in handling pets and to cre-
ate awareness on the welfare
of animals,” Dr Afif ex-
plained.

“For the time being, the
veterinary department
strongly encourages pet
owners to register their pets
under the Pet Passport so as
to make it easier to trace
their pets. Animals which
can be registered are dogs,
cats, horses and rabbits,” he
added.

BIL NAMA PEMAJU

1. Perniagaan Shunheng Sdn. Bhd.
No. 4407, Jalan Ong Yi How
13400 Butterworth
Pulau Pinang
No. Tel : 04 3103223/3222
No. Fax : 04 3103221

2. Align Harmony Sdn. Bhd.
1-8A, Eden Parade 1
Jalan Sungai Emas
Batu Ferringhi
1110 Pulau Pinang
No. Tel : 04 8811213
No. Fax : 04 8851393

3. United Allied Construction Sdn. Bhd.
Ground Floor, No. 43
Jalan Machang Bubok 2
Taman Machang Bubok
14000 Bukit Mertajam
No. Tel : 04 5525518
No. Fax : 04 5525318

SENARAI LOT-LOT BUMIPUTERA UNTUK DIJUAL

LOKASI

Di Atas Lot 4036, Mukim 9

Pulau Pinang.

Di Atas Lot-Lot 837, 904, 838, 905, 906,
907, 938, 939, 940, 941, 960, 962, 963
Dan 987, Bandar Batu Ferringhi, DTL
Jalan Sungai Emas

Pulau Pinang.

Di Atas Lot 6224 & 2741, Mukim 14
Lintang Kota Permai 23

Seberang Perai Tengah

Pulau Pinang.

NAMA PROJEK

Taman Selayang
Daerah Seberang Perai Utara Permai

Ferringhi Pearl

Taman Kota
Permai/ Permai 7

JENIS PEMAJUAN

Rumah Teres
2 Tingkat

Rumah Berkembar
3 Tingkat

Rumah Sesebuah
3 Tingkat

Rumah Teres
3 Tingkat

HARGA SEUNIT

RM554,500.00 -
RM718,070.00

RM1,573,500.00 -
RM1,620,900.00

RM2,600,000.00

RM599,000.00

HARGA
SELEPAS
POTONGAN 5%

RM526,775.00 -
RM682,166.50

RM1,494,825.00 -
RM1,539,855.00

RM2,470,000.00

RM569,050.00

BAHAGIAN PERUMAHAN, PEJABAT SETIAUSAHA KERAJAAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG.

BAKI UNIT
KUOTA
BUMIPUTERA

PEGAWAI
PERHUBUNGAN

6 Dato' Ooi Bee Huat

2 Yeoh Chia Kern
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Floods caused by heavy rain

HEAVY rain on Nov 29 was
the cause of the floods expe-
rienced by several areas in
the Southwest District.

“Over 80 mm rainfall
within two hours from
7.30pm had caused flooding.
Areas involved at Sungai
Tiram, Relau, Telok Kum-
bar, Bayan Bary, Kg Seronok
and Batu Maung. Roads that
were flooded are Jalan Mah-
suri, Jalan Tengah and Jalan
Sultan Azlah Shah,” said
exco member for Local Gov-
ernment, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow.

Other contributing factors
were the drainage system
being unable to withstand

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
made a site visit to Subterranean
Penang International Conference
& Exhibition Centre (SPICE) on
Nov 12 and was briefed by SP
Setia general manager Ng Han

Seong.

The SPICE Aquatic Club will
be opened by December this

year.

Meanwhile, Ng also an-
nounced that works on a 4-star
business hotel will begin in the

first quarter of 2016.

“It is expected to be ready in
2019, consisting of 25 storeys
and 453 rooms,” he said.

Part of the RM350 million SPICE project.

the rain water capacity, the
pump house in JPS Telok
Kumbar unable to handle the
water and huge amount of
rubbish.

Over in Batu Maung the
flow of mud from the Sun-
way project caused mud
flood and JKR drains
clogged by sand.

A total of 44 people in-
volving 12 families from Kg
Sulup, Kg Paya, Kg Masjid
and Kg Seronok were af-
fected by the flood.

“We have taken short
term measures to deal with
flooding. As for long term
ones, the RM7.5 million
flood mitigation project will
be carried out,” Chow said.

SPICE project briefing

Ng giving a briefing on the project.

Some cars affected by the flood.

Drowning prevention
conference to save lives

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE Life Saving Society Ma-
laysia (LSSM) organised the
World Conference on Drowning
Prevention 2015 (WCDP 2015)
in Penang on Nov 5.

It attracted some 450 partici-
pants from 65 coun-
tries, all foremost
experts in their own
country and in their
own field in drown-
ing prevention, res-
cue, lifesaving, and
water safety and
water sports.

“This conference
is an important
event to the Interna-
tional Life Saving
Federation (ILS) and to the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) as a biennial forum for
discussing drowning prevention
activities on a global basis.
LSSM made a bid in Potsdam,
Germany, in 2013 to host WCDP
2015 in Malaysia with the hope
that the conference here will
establish a legacy for drowning
prevention activities in our
country and the region,” LSSM
president Lim Chieng Cheng
(pix) said in his speech at the
gala dinner.

“LSSM believes that discus-

sions at the conference will be
instructive to the Malaysian
Government and to regional
authorities in their respective
efforts to reduce drowning,” he
added. “Based on figures from
the Department of Statistics, 650
to 700 people die from drowning
in Malaysia every
year. LSSM is
hopeful that the
Malaysian govern-
ment will agree to
coordinate drown-
ing prevention ac-
tivities in Malaysia
under a national
Water Safety Coun-
cil that will soon be
formed, comprising
government author-
ities and NGOs,” he said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng who was at the dinner wel-
comed the delegates to Penang.

“In essence, we agree with
the statement by LSSM that
each drowning is an accident
that is preventable and avoida-
ble. We are proud to be associ-
ated with the ideals of the ILS
and with the individuals within
the organisation who can guide
us, enlighten us and advise us
regarding best practices in
drowning prevention,” Lim said
in his speech.
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Contemporary issues in traditional dance

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

OMBAK-Ombak ArtStudio will present
a unique contemporary dance recital —
Wayang Koh Maak — to depict the story
of Kampung Siam in Pulau Tikus.

Making this announcement on Dec 2
was Pulau Tikus assemblymember Yap
Soo Huey who was accompanied by
Ombak-Ombak Wayang Time Project
dance team leader Aida Redza.

The performance will be held within
Kampung Siam on Dec 12, with two
shows scheduled for 7.45pm and
9.00pm, each lasting 30 minutes.

Wayang Koh Maak resorts to the use
of a wayang street dance form to inter-
pret the long history of Kampung Siam
which dates back to the mid 19th cen-
tury and also the current struggles faced
by its community due to the inevitable
passage of time and development in
Pulau Tikus.

It was initiated during the dance
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Yap (right) emphasising that development is inevitable but cultural relics and
heritage must still be safeguarded. Beside her is Aida.

workshop component of the Wayang
Time Project conducted by Ombak-
Ombak and participants learned the
khon dance drama and puppet dance

from masters of the celebrated Joe

Louis Puppet Theatre in Bangkok and

Ruam Thai Persatuan Siam Malaysia.
According to Yap, the idea behind the

performance is to safeguard the heritage
and cultural values of Kampung Siam
despite the issue of development which
is threatening its existence.

“Pulau Tikus is identified as the pri-
mary development corridor in Penang,
so we can expect a lot of development
in this area. The situation with the vil-
lage and houses here in Kampung Siam
is something that everyone knows about
and as such, the performance explores
the concept of home in the midst of all
the development taking place,” she said.

“The historic Kampung Siam com-
munity faces displacement. Our perfor-
mance is one way of crystallising the
difficulties faced by this community
who are very much part of the multicul-
tural fabric of Penang,” added Aida.

Admission to the Wayang Koh Maak
performances is free but due to limited
space, priority will be given to those
with passes.

Passes can be obtained from Hock
Kheng at 012-428 2711.

Christmas open

THE State Christmas Open House
this year is set to be on Dec 13 on
the grounds of St. Anne Open
Field, Bukit Mertajam.

Making this announcement on
Nov 23 was Wong Hon Wai, who
is political secretary to Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng.

With the theme “Emmanuel
God With Us”, the open house
which will be on from 6pm till
10pm.

It is a joint collaboration be-
tween the state government and the
Christian Federation Malaysia
(CFM) Penang chapter.

Together with Wong at the press
conference were Seberang Perai
municipal councillor Michael Tan,
CFM Penang chapter chairman

PENANG STATE CHRISTHA
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Wong (front row, fourth from rlght) and other committee members involved in the plannlng of the
Christmas Open House.

and senior pastor Rev Christopher
Tan and organising chairman A.
Arokiadass.

Speaking to reporters during the
press conference, Wong shared his
objectives and hopes for the suc-
cess of the event.

“We hope to attract 5,000 peo-
ple for this event. Our Chief Min-
ister will be the main guest as well
as members of the state executive
council and elected representa-
tives,” said Wong, who is also Air
Itam assemblymember.

“Last year, the state’s Christmas
Open House was at Fort Cornwal-
lis on the island. So, this year, we
are having it on the mainland,” he
added.

According to Rev Tan, everyone

house in Bukit Mertajam

irrespective of race and religion is
invited to take part in the event.

“We want to welcome people of
all races to join us in celebrating
Christmas. Living in Malaysia,
Christmas is in fact a Malaysian
celebration. Everyone comes to-
gether to celebrate because it’s also
the school holiday season,” he
said.

Among the programmes
planned for that day include cul-
tural dances and music of the
various communities namely Ma-
lay, Chinese, Indian and orang asli.

Cuisines of the various races
will also be made available for the
participants and this includes halal
food for Muslims.

Admission is free.

Get ready for a
fashion fiesta

FASHION Fiesta is back for its fourth edition
and this time it will be held outdoors on Dec 5
and 6 from 10am to 10pm at Gurney Paragon
Mall Festive Square.

This year the event will be officiated by Pu-
lau Tikus assemblymember Yap Soo Huey.

“This is an event that achieves many objec-
tives that are important for the state government,
including encouraging young entrepreneurs and
also encouraging more women to be part of the
economy and the work force,” said Yap during
the press conference on Nov 27 to announce the
event.

Fashion Fiesta was founded by Venuss Tan
of Vodelle.com with hopes to cultivate and pro-
vide a fashion event that brings young women
entrepreneurs together in their pursuit of passion
in fashion and business.

There will be 36 online and fashion boutique
brands at the event and the vendors will be
sponsored by the shopping app, Shopee Mobile
Malaysia Sdn Bhd.

There will be special appearances by artists
Alvin Chong, Fiona Yeoh, Juwei Teoh, Dong Yu
Zhe, and Wind Lee and Rickman from 8TV.

Other than beautiful and stylish clothing and
accessories, there will also be games, various
performances by artists, and sharing sessions
from entrepreneurs at the event.

For more details, visit the Fashion Fiesta 4.0
facebook page at www.facebook.com/
events/135029370192223/.



Calendars for Air Itam folk

Story and pix by Amanda Khong

AIR Itam assemblymember Wong Hon
Wai went to the ground as he person-
ally distributed over 800 calendars to
the people of his constituency on Nov
14.

“Today I will be visiting my people
as well as distribute calendars for the
year 2016. For 2016, the theme will be
a ‘Clean and Prosperous Penang’ (Ber-
sih dan Sejahtera). There are a total of
6,000 copies of calendars to be distrib-
uted which will be delivered to every
home in the Air Itam area,” Wong said
during a short interview with the press.

He added that 13 upgrading projects
were carried out this year in Air Itam.

A total of some RM1 .4 million was
used from his constituency fund to sup-
port all these projects to give the people
more comfort in living in Air Itam.

In addition to distributing the calen-
dars, Wong also went to the Air Itam
market to visit all the stalls and have a
short chat with the stall holders.

Lee Sung Hin, 56, who runs a coffee
shop beside the market said: “YB Wong
is very efficient and helpful to us. He
always visits us to make sure everything
is okay and running smoothly. All our
complaints or feedback are always heard
and responded to.”

Lee added that Air Itam is a very safe
and comfortable area to live in, thanks
to Wong’s efforts over the years.

Lee happy to receive his 2016 calendar.

Karpal Singh Park opened

The park filled with inspiration and memories - R.S.N Rayer

ANOTHER memorable day for the resi-
dents of Island Glades it was as the official
opening ceremony of Karpal Singh Neigh-
bourhood Park took place on Nov 21 at
Lorong Delima 11, Island Glades.

The naming of this park was in honour
of the late Karpal Singh who was loved and
respected by many.

Exco for Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow officiated the ceremony.

Exco for Town and Country Planning and
Housing, Jagdeep Singh, who is Karpal’s
son, and his family were invited to witness
the event.

“We from the Karpal Singh family are
truly honoured by this and we sincerely
thank you from the bottom of our hearts for
this great honour. There have been many
meaningful events to honour my father and
this is also one of them. Once again, I truly
thank all of you for this great honour,” said
Jagdeep during his speech.

Also present was Gurmit Kaur, wife of
the late Karpal, Seri Delima assemblymem-

ber R.S.N. Rayer, and Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) secretary, Ang Aing Thye.

It is the first neighbourhood park under
MBPP to use the name of a former politi-
cian.

Karpal served as a Bukit Gelugor MP for
10 years since 2004 and has contributed a
lot to the people and Penang state govern-
ment.

Karpal was killed in a road accident
along the North-South Expressway near
Gua Tempurung on April 17, 2014.

“In line with the state government’s vi-
sion towards a Safer, Cleaner, Greener and
Healthier Penang, MBPP has done many
upgrading and landscaping projects for the
neighbourhood parks. Some of it would be
upgrading the facilities, installing solar
lamps, installing exercise equipment, plant-
ing trees, building a jogging track and much
more,” said Chow.

Other than the official opening ceremony
of the neighbourhood park, there was also
a donation of school uniforms for school
children.

Feskom is back!

THE Combat Sport Festival (Feskom) is back for its seventh edition
with this year’s event to be held from Dec 6 to 30 in conjunction with
Penang Pesta.

Exco member for Youth and Sports and Women, Family and Com-
munity Development Chong Eng held a short press conference regard-
ing the event in Komtar on Nov 24.

“There are many types of combat sports but all of them are for the
purpose of self-defence and not offence. I hope that those who already
learned and who are going to learn these sports use them for defence
rather than offence,” she said.

Feskom was first introduced by the Penang State Sports Council
(MSNPP) in 2005 and has been held in 2005, 2009,2011,2012,2013,
2014 and now 2015.

This event is a competition of international standards which supports
self-defence combat sports.

Actotal of five sports will be contended this year and they are pencak
silat, boxing, karate-do, muay Thai and judo.

Feskom is also held to evaluate the level of performance by the state
athletes who will be competing.

It especially focuses on evaluating Penang athletes and their op-
ponents for the upcoming Malaysia Games (Sukma) 2016 which will
be held in Sarawak from July 21 to 31.

This year, the festival will see international athletes from Indonesia,
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and Brunei trading punches with their
local counterparts.

For more details on the event, visit MSNPP’s facebook page or
msnpp.penang.gov.my

Penang athletes are' reédy for Feskom.
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PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

E I N F@ Dec 1 - 15, 2015

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH PENAGA PENAGA
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 = -
limguaneng@penang.gov.m
PANTAI JEREJAK BERTA BERTA,

- YB Shorlful Azhar Othman T) 012-411 4690 Asrol Sonl Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
M s (T) 04 - 646 4700 (MO0 2388850 || AsrolSeni Abdul Razak 012-466 9681
PERAI PINANG TUNGGAL PINANG TUNGGAL

Muhasdey Muhamad

YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

PADANG KOTA

(T) 04 - 399 6689 YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555

F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra78@yahoo.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN

PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Omar Abd. Hamid T) 04-573 4630 = =
YB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 -
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m [F; 04-226 0218 H Ve el

SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
BATU MAUNG -
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim 04626 198 VB TTEE Ui i Eine, NEE (1) 04- 575 7454 - -
abdmalik@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 5496

TELOK AIR TAWAR .
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid }T% 04 -351 2873
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Mengkuang Dam project delayed

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Ahmad Adil Mohamad

THE completion of the RM1.2 billion
Mengkuang Dam expansion project, im-
portant in ensuring Penang’s raw water
supply, will be delayed by another year.

Funded by the federal government and
implemented by the Water Supply Depart-
ment of the Energy, Green Technology
and Water Ministry, the dam expansion
project was originally scheduled for com-
pletion on July 31 next year but will now
be delayed to mid-2017, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng told a press conference at
the state legislative assembly building on
Nov 17.

He added that the state government was
concerned that the delay could impact the
state’s supply of raw water, and urged the
federal government to ensure that water
supply is not compromised during the dry
season.

Lim said to speed up the expansion, the
state had agreed to lower the capacity of
the dam after having a written guarantee
that water from Kedah would be released
into Sungai Muda at the Penang-Kedah
border during drought.

“We will ask that this guarantee be
extended for another year until the dam
expansion project is completed.

“General manager of Penang Water
Supply Corporation (PBAPP) Datuk
Jaseni Maidinsa will write to the federal
government to make this request.

“We hope there will not be any water
crisis in Penang,” he said.

Meanwhile, Jaseni said the guarantee
should be extended until the defect and
liability period for the project ends, even
after the dam is completed.

When completed, the dam which is the
largest in the state will boost Penang’s
water supply by three times.

“When the expansion is completed, you
can put 27 Air Itam dams into the Meng-
kuang Dam,” Jaseni said, adding that it
was also a good destination for recreation.

Lim said Penang was committed to
keeping its track record of never having
to resort to water rationing, even during
drought, through measures like good
management of water supply and demand.

“To date, PBAPP has been able to
sustain continuous good water supply in
Penang for the benefit of 561,811 regis-
tered water consumers including multina-

Jaseni: You can put 27 Air [tam dams
into the Mengkuang Dam.

tional corporations that operate round the
clock.

“We are proud of this achievement. We
have zero tolerance for water rationing,”
he said, adding that Penang was the only
state that had never resorted to water ra-
tioning.

He urged 1.6 million Penangites to
conserve water as Penang, where the
water tariff for domestic use is the cheap-
est at 32 sen per 1,000 litres, was also the
state that uses the most water.

Chowrasta night market postponed

THE Chowrasta Night Market which was
initially slated to begin operations on Nov
22 has been postponed until further notice
to allow the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) to iron out certain issues with the
affected stakeholders.

Komtar assemblymember Teh Lai
Heng, who held a press conference on Nov
12 at his service centre to announce the
initial date of commencement, assured all
traders and stakeholders that things would
get going as planned once the council
solves a few outstanding matters.

Teh held a second press conference at

his service centre on Nov 30 to announce
the latest development concerning the night
market.

“The Kampung Kolam village develop-
ment and security committee (JKKK) and
Chowrasta Night Market committee would
like to apologise over the delay of its op-
erations. Despite the fact that the city
council had approved the operating licence
on Nov 18, several outstanding issues re-
main unsolved and therefore caused the
postponement,” said Teh.

“The committee involved in the night
market will not give up on its plans to set

up the night market at our heritage site.
Once the issues are resolved, the commiittee
will consider seeking the advice and coop-
eration from Penang Institute and George
Town World Heritage Incorporated (GT-
WHI) in coming up with better planning
and detailed research to run things in a
much proper manner,” he added.

When pressed further by members of
the media, Teh revealed that issues such as
the weather conditions, concerns of the
local residents and the yet to be ready car
park are some of the reasons for the post-
ponement.

Ballroom dancers strut their stuff

THE Penang International
Open Ballroom Dancing
Championship 2015 returned
in swirling success for another
year of exciting competition
and performances.

This annual premier dance
competition, which attracted
over 500 participants from
more than 22 countries around
the globe, was held on Nov
27-28.

It was organised by Malay-
sian Dancers Association.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng graced the event.

Also present were honorary

president of World Dance
Council, Karl Breuer, presi-
dent of Asian Dance Council,
Isao Nakagawa, president of
the Malaysian Dancers Asso-
ciation, Datuk Dr Henry Ooi
and event organising chair-
man, Datuk Seri Terry Lee.

Lim in his welcoming
speech said he is certain the
competitors will dance their
way into the hearts of the
crowd and delight them with
their incredible moves.

He added that next year, the
Penang state government will
host the World Dance Council

Some of the contesténts diplaying their moves' for the
judges.

Professional Latin World
Championship on Nov 25 at
SPICE Arena.

A total of 30 categories
were competed during the two-
day event.

buletini
yitisiara

Illogical to
ask Penang
to pay for
raw water

PENANG will continue to draw water
from Sungai Muda, free of charge.

Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau
Pinang Sdn Bhd (PBAPP) chief ex-
ecutive officer (CEO) Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa said it was illogical for
anyone in Kedah to suggest that Pen-
ang should pay for raw water drawn
from a river that is partly located on
its own soil.

“In 1982, Penang and Kedah
signed a government-to-government
MoU (Memorandum of Understand-
ing). This MoU facilitated the con-
struction of the Ampang Jajar Bar-
rage. It clearly states that the bound-
ary of Penang and Kedah is right in
the centre of Sungai Muda,” he said
in a statement on Nov 19.

The MoU was signed by Tun Ab-
dul Rahman Abbas, who was then
Acting Chief Minister of Penang and
is now Penang governor, and the then
Kedah Mentri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Nahar Shahabudin.

Subsequently, the Kedah and Pen-
ang (Alteration of Boundary) Act
1985 (Act 325) was passed and in-
cluded as an Act in Article 2 of the
Federal Constitution.

Penang and Kedah also gazetted
State Enactments on July 4, 1985 that
placed the states boundary at the
centre line of Sungai Muda.

“So, to this day, we draw raw water
from Penang’s side of the river. It is
therefore irrelevant to speculate on
whether Penang should pay raw water
charges to Kedah,” he added.

The statement was in response to
a report in a Malay daily on Nov 18
where Kedah opposition leader Datuk
Amiruddin Hamzah was quoted as
saying that Kedah had a right to col-
lect raw water charges from Penang
for drawing water from Sungai Muda.

With regard to a comment that
Kedah should seek Federal funds to
preserve forest lands, Jaseni said
Penang would definitely support Ke-
dah’s application for funding to pro-
tect the Greater Ulu Muda catch-
ments.

“Let us be clear about this: the
protection and preservation of the
Greater Ulu Muda catchments will
benefit a combined population of 3.8
million people in three states —

Kedah, Penang and Perlis. As such,
this initiative deserves federal fund-
ing,” he said.
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1. Kean Beng Lee Industries (M) Sdn Bhd

2. Cycle Trend Industries Sdn Bhd

3. Shan Poornam Metals Sdn Bhd

4. DHL Supply Chain (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd

5. HGST Technologies Malaysia Sdn Bhd

B. Alam Aliran Kualiti (M) Sdn Bhd

7. Agilent Technologies LOA Malaysia Sdn Bhd
8. 0SRAM Opto Semiconductors (M) Sdn Bhd
9. Spansion (Penang) Sdn Bhd

10. Georgetown City Hotel, Penang

11. Cradotex (M) Sdn Bdd

12. Intel Technology Sdn Bhd

13. Intel Products (M) Sdn Bhd

14. Seberang Perai Municipal Council

15. WD Media (Malaysia) Sdn

16. Sony EMCS (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd

17. Kalyx Management & Consulting Sdn Bhd
18. Special Coral Sdn Bhd

19. Pejabat Ketua Menteri Pulau Pinang

20. Flextronic Technology (Penang) Sdn Bhd

For more information on how to become a Penang Green Office, please visit www.pgc.com.my/pgo
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Beach conditions set to improve

Story and pix by Victor Seow

CONDITIONS at a stretch of
the Batu Ferringhi beach be-
hind Hard Rock Hotel are set
to improve once rejuvenation
works and beach nourishment
activities are completed by Feb
11 next year.

Making his rounds on Nov
5 to monitor the progress of the
federally funded project was
state exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow who was
accompanied by officials from
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and Department of
Irrigation and Drainage Ma-
laysia (JPS).

Speaking to members of the
press, Chow gave a detailed
account of the project which
began on Aug 12,2014.

Chow (second from left) viewing the progress of the beach nou

Hotel. On his right is Haslinda.

“This project costs
RM10.85 million and was
first mooted when the issue of
pollution affecting Sungai
Batu Feringghi first came into
the limelight last year. The

expected completion date for
this project is Feb 11, 2016,”
he said.

“The components of the
project include the construc-
tion of two outfalls measuring

rishment efforts behind Hard Rock

120 metres which go all the
way to the middle of the sea
from the banks of Sungai Batu
Feringghi and Sungai Satu as
well as beach nourishment
measures stretching 800 me-

tres along Batu Feringghi
beach,” added Chow.

Also at the site were JPS
district engineer Haslinda
Mohd Hamran and project
manager Voon Kok Ping.

According to Chow, this
project was first mooted to
solve the three main problems
affecting Batu Feringghi beach
which are river and beach pol-
lution, erosion along the coast-
line and the closure of the
river banks due to natural
conditions as well as human
activities.

“The state government wel-
comes all initiatives by the
federal government on this
pressing matter since pollution
is a serious cause for concern
and both governments can
work together for the well-
being of the people and the
environment,” noted Chow.
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Recognising our hawkers’ contributions

PENANG is famous for its food,
especially street food, and thus
there’s no other better way than
to pay tribute to the unsung he-
roes who made the state famous
by celebrating Hawkers’ Day on
Nov 21 at the Esplanade.

Organised by the Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP), due
recognition was given to indi-
vidual hawkers, eateries, food
courts, hotels and even fast food
outlets which remained consist-
ent in their levels of hygiene and
cleanliness as monitored by the
council’s licensing department.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who was at the event, heaped prais-
es on the hawkers whose immense
contributions to the reputation of the
state was beyond doubt.
“We are most proud that our street
food is world famous and loved by
all. The state government together
with MBPP works tirelessly in ensur-
ing our Penang food is globally
recognised,” Lim said.

“Lately, George Town was placed
fourth out of 10 best cities in the
world which must be visited. We are
only behind Kotor in Montenegro,
Quito in Ecaudor and Dublin in Ire-
land. Furthermore, in 2014, Lonely
Planet also rated Penang as the
World’s No. 1 Destination For Food
Lovers,” he added.

Also present were state exco
member for Local Government,

One
Penangites’ all
barbecue chicken.

hawkers
time

of the preparing

favourite -

Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow, MBPP
mayor Datuk Patahiyah Ismail,
MBPP secretary Ang Aing Thye and
all the MBPP councillors.

In order to safeguard the authen-
city and standards of our local food,
Lim also reminded the people of the
new ruling that would be enforced
in 2016.

“For the purpose of maintaining
standards and the taste of our street
food, starting from 2016, MBPP will
be monitoring our hawker centres to
make sure no foreigners are engaged
in preparing our street food. Action
will be taken against those who vio-
late this ruling, including cancelling
the license of hawkers. The enforce-
ment of this ruling is to maintain the
taste of our favourite street food such
as asam laksa, char koay teow and
nasi kandar. Let us all work together
to ensure Penang is always clean,
green, healthy and safe,” Lim added.
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Pesta Pulau Pinang promises new
excitement

THIS year, PESTA Pulau Pinang
2015 promises new excitement
guided by its “rest and recrea-
tion” theme.

Apart from goods, games and
display stalls, there will be nu-
merous “selfie ports” awaiting
visitors to the fair.

“We hope all visitors to the
fair this year will have some
sweet memories to bring back
home. Be they individuals, cou-
ples, adults or senior citizens,”
organising committee chairman
of Pesta Pulau Pinang 2015,
Ahmad Shukri Jamaluddin, told
Buletin Mutiara when met at the
Pesta Pulau Pinang administra-
tion office at Sungai Nibong on
Nov 29.

“As an added feature, we will
have a 10’ x 10’ feet board for
photography purpose,” he add-
ed.

Ahmad Shukri saidthe
annual fair will be held from
Nov 28 to Jan 2, 2016.

It is open from 6pm to
12am.

Both Arena 1 and Arena
3 stage areas will have sing-
ers and band performances,
karaoke competitions and
exhibitions, apart from in-
ternational boxing competi-
tions.

At Arena 2, there will be
a Vendor and Boutique Fes-
tival with activities like
Vendor Cosmetic, Slim-

ming & Make Up Fest 2015,
Moonlight Inspiration Model &
Bridal Show and showcase by
international Malaysian de-
signer, Eja Shahril.

Besides this, there will be
“Recreation With Mutiara FM”
(Santai Bersama Mutiara FM)
and “Combat Sport Festival”
(Festival Sukan Kombat).

During the weekends (every
Saturday and Sunday) at the
Buskers Corner, visitors can
check out the Euro Fun Park,
Mini Park and European Park.

Ahmad Shukri said other
activities include sales festival
at Pesta Uptown, Pesta Walk and
Pesta Karpet.

“Last year, Pesta Pulau
Pinang attracted some 440,000
visitors. We aim to get some
500,000 this year,” he added.

Selfies were the order of the day for these visitors.

EU films showtime

Story by Chan Lilian

“What better approach to strengthen

A colourful welcome awaits people coming for the Pesta.

e

A grand vieW of-the grounds.

e

Pix by Darwina Md. Daud

MOVIE buffs were treated to a host of
films at the European Union Film
Festival held in GSC Gurney Plaza last
month with ambassadors from several
countries present at the opening night
with Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

Among the dignitaries were Luc
Vandebon, ambassador and Head of
the European Union Delegation to
Malaysia, Italian ambassador Mario
Sammartino, Eamon Hickey, ambas-
sador of Ireland, and Matti Pullinen,
the ambassador of Finland.

It was the 16th EU Film Fest and
the fourth held here in Penang.

people-to-people links between Pen-
ang and the European Union than by
sharing our love for film, where we can
understand our cultural differences and
discover our humanity? Films natu-
rally combine and display all the key
features that mark our relations with
each other — triumph and defeat, ago-
ny and ecstasy, joy and sorrow as well
as the simple pleasure of life mixed
with pain and happiness,” Lim, who
delivered a short speech before the
movies started, said.

“I cannot emphasise enough how
important this opportunity is in ex-
panding our worldview and stimulat-
ing discussion on topics that are on the

Lim and Vandebon at the launch.

with international minded citizens, and
that is not possible without a strong
arts presence,” he added.

global agenda.
“This is in line with our vision to
make Georgetown an international city
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Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

WHEN one steps into Passions of
Kerala Restaurant at New World
Park and lucky enough to do so
when its proprietor Datuk Gary
Nair is around, the warmth,
friendliness and not to mention his
sheer commanding presence is
obvious to all.

That’s vintage Gary, as he is
fondly known, a man of no preten-
sions and one who truly loves
good Indian food and takes great
pride that his restaurant is one of
the pioneers which occupied the
soon to be torn down New World
Park, seven years ago.

“And I’'m one of the best pay-
masters when it comes to the rent.
I have another outlet at Taman
Brown in Gelugor which I have
operated for the past 28 years.
Hidden in those typical housing
area or taman and needing no
advertisement. How would I have
survived if the food quality leaves
a lot to be desired?” a rhetoric
question which he posed to the
writer.

The appointment was at 1pm
and what really surprised the
writer and his colleague was
bumping into Deputy Chief Min-
ister II Prof. Dr P. Ramasamy,
who was seated at a corner alone
and having his lunch.

“I do come here from time to
come. The food here is pretty
good and spicy. I like spicy food
especially the banana leaf rice
here. The fried fish here is nice
too. I don’t know the secret behind
it but the Kerala food here leaves
alasting impression,” Ramasamy
said before rushing off to his next
appointment.

We were seated together with
Alen Bajkusa and his family at a
large table.

The size of the table was in-
dicative of what was coming and
that referred to the number of

Kiwi and mango lassi.
nature drinks at Passions of
Kerala.

Sig-

Entrance to the sec-
ond outlet of Passions
of Kerala at New World
Park.

dishes that will soon be placed in
front of us.

Bajkusa, a Bosnian married to
a Malaysian, is a close friend of
Gary’s and our food review ses-
sion coincided with his dropping
by for lunch with his wife and two
daughters.

“The more people, the merrier.
How much can just the two of you
eat?” Gary quipped, once again a
clear indication of how strategic
things can be when he’s in charge.

Before long, an array of popu-
lar Kerala dishes were served.

The aroma of Indian herbs
filled the air and the mood was
relaxed and jovial.

Rather than feeling like a food
tasting session, the atmosphere
was more like a reunion of old
buddies.

The ever generous Gary or-
dered fried fish, chicken masala,
deep fried bittergourd, mutton
masala, fried sotong and crab
masala for all of us.

The fried fish came in the form
of a whole black pomfret which
was marinated in turmeric, cumin,
curry powder and various other
ground spices.

The preferred manner of eating
it was by adding a squeeze of lime
juice on the top and it goes well
with rice.

Gary’s famous chicken masala
was cooked in rich spicy masala
gravy and garnished with corian-
der leaves.

The thick gravy is a “must
have” for those who crave forrice.

In the personal description by

the proprietor — one hasn’t tried
chicken masala until one has
tried his!

Mutton masala is definitely
the writer’s all-time favourite
Indian dish.

The boneless mutton cubes
were cooked in delectable gravy
of various masala spices and
coconut milk garnished with
herbs.

The slices of deep fried bit-
tergourd were coated in spice and
deep fried until they turned
crunchy.

Definitely appetising and de-
spite its name, they were hardly
bitter at all!

Crab lovers must never give
the crab masala a miss!

This scrumptious dish was
certainly a great delight with split
fresh flower crabs being served
in masala gravy flavoured by the
juices from the crabs.

Not to forget the banana leaf
set which is what Passions of
Kerala is famous for!

Patrons can choose between
white or tomato rice and each set
comes with four types of vegeta-
ble dishes; papadom, morru,
rassam and dhall curry, refillable
if the need arises.

For drinks, the writer and his
colleague were served mango
lassi and kiwi lassi respectively.

Given such dishes and the
down-to-earth manner in which
Gary mingled with his custom-
ers, it was hardly surprising that
he’s a true survivor in the food
business.

Passions of Kerala

No.5,Lorong Endah 4, Taman Brown, 11700 Gelugor, Penang.
Tel: 04-6578550.

Business hours: 12.00pm — 3.30pm /6.30pm — 10.30pm.

102-C-3, New World Park, 102 Jalan Burma, 10500 Penang.
Tel: 04-2272550
Business hours: 12pm — 3.30pm / 6.30pm — 10.30pm.

Catering service is available.

Testimony of Gary’s generosity to his friends and the writer. Din-
ing at Gary’s restaurant is like a reunion of sorts for old buddies.
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Remembering the y war heroes

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

CENOTAPH at the Esplanade
is the gathering point for the
annual Remembrance Day for
war veterans.

On Nov 15, a solemn but
dignified ceremony took place
early in the morning as the sun
was rising on the horizon.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng delivered a speech and
welcomed the guests and
veterans.

“I appreciate your attend-
ance today to The Annual
Remembrance Day Ceremony
especially all those who have
come from outside Penang. I
am told there are veterans even
coming from as far away as
Johor Baru. Your attendance
shows the gratitude and hon-
our you have for the fallen
heroes,” he said.

“This year marks the 101st
year since the start of hostili-

Soldiers standing at the Cenotaph during the ceremony.

ties in World War 1 in 1914. It

the end of the Second World

that there has been no major

is also the 70th anniversary of ~War. Although we are lucky world war after World War 11,

military and armed conflicts
have not ceased to date with
unnecessary loss of human
life,” Lim added.

“Their invaluable courage
and sacrifice has made it pos-
sible for us to live in peace and
enjoy freedom. We are grateful
to these heroes and let us re-
member and honour them ir-
respective of who they are or
where they came from,” he
said while paying tribute to the
fallen heroes.

“Let us ensure that there
will be no wars or violence. If
there are to be wars, let us
wage war on poverty, igno-
rance, discrimination, extrem-
ism and corruption,” he said to
the applause and agreement of
the people at the ceremony.

The event has been organ-
ised by the Persatuan Veteran
Keselamatan Pulau Pinang for
the last 14 years and Penang
will continue to support them
as in the past.

Penang’s intangible cultural heritage

CONSERVATION and revi-
talisation of intangible cul-
tural heritage in Penang has
attracted international experts
with a total of 11 distinguised
speakers from the Asia Pacific
region converging here for the
“International Symposium on
Intangible Cultural Heritage:

Innovative Practices, Sustain-
able Strategies and Lessons
Learnt” that took place from
Nov 30 till Dec 3.

Organised by Penang Insti-
tute, Penang Global Tourism
and George Town World Herit-
age Incorporated (GTWHI),
the symposium brought Dr.

Park Seong-Yong to deliver his
keynote presentation.

Park, from the International
Information and Networking
Centre for Intangible Cultural
Heritage (ICHCAP), said: “I
am very impressed. I feel that
George Town has something to
offer in terms of heritage con-

o
Performing arts

Oral traditions and
expressions, including
language as a vehicle
of the intangible

cultural TCT/

UNESCO Convention for the Safeguardiitg of the Intangible Cullural Herttage

The Five Domains of Intangible Cultural Heritage

Knowledge ond practices
cencerning nature and
the universe

* Traditional
craftsmanship

Ir e

Five domains of intangible cultural heritage as defined by Unesco in 2003

servation. The leaders are very
active and the efforts have
been laid.”

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng who was at the launch
spoke about arts and heritage
being economic drivers.

“There are about 5,200
shophouses in the George
Town heritage zone. Out of
this number, 2,000 had been
restored. Before 2008, many

areas were once sleepy zones.
Now these places are bustling
and happening,” he said.

Penang has been working
hard to conserve the tradi-
tional trades and recently the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and GTWHI have
restored six shophouses along
Kimberly Street belonging to
the MBPP to house the tradi-
tional trades.

No decision yet on
vape-free zones

SMOKE free zones in the city
and at parks should also be
vape-free, according to Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng.
“We need to discuss with
the exco members whether
Penang will ban vaping. How-
ever, the decree from the
Sultan of Johor will have an
impact. We have not made a
decision and will need to dis-
cuss in the exco meeting. We
want to hear from all the par-

ties concerned,” Lim told
members of the media when
asked for his comments on
Nov 30 following the Johor
Sultan’s decree to ban vaping
in the state.

“However, in my opinion,
the areas that are declared
smoke-free should also be
vape-free. We will need to
amend the bylaws and will
definitely look into this mat-
er,” he added.



Story by Chan Lilian

LOTS of Indian food was served at the Penang
Development Corporation (PDC) Deepavali Open

House on Nov 24.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, Deputy Chief
Minister II Prof. P. Ramasamy, exco members,

PDC staff members dressed in traditional costumes for the celebrations.

assemblymembers and other heads of department
joined PDC general manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar
and staff members for the celebration.

A beautiful kolam was drawn by the PDC staff
and children from Rumah Kebajikan Sri Cahaya
shelter were feted to lots of dellcious Indian A young dancer’s enchanting moves entertaining the

snacks.

Deepavali at Kampung Buah Pala

RAIN did not dampened
the festival of lights at the
former Kampung Buah
Pala. Many people still
turned up to join Seri De-
lima assemblymember
RSN Rayer for his Deep-
avali Open House on Nov
21.

Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng and Gurmit
Kaur, widow of Karpal
Singh, the former Bukit
Gelugor MP, were also at
the open house. Lim was
warmly welcomed and he
delivered a fiery speech
which received the ap-
plause and cheers from the
people.

RSN Rayer helping a senior citizen to collect her
hamper.

guests at RSN Rayer’s open house.

Deepavali cheer for poor families

SOME 150 poor families from the
Paya Terubong area were presented
with hampers in conjunction with the
Paya Terubong Village Development
and Security Committee’s (JKKK)
Deepavali celebration on Nov 21.

Assemblymember Yeoh Soon Hin
joined the JKKK staff and community
leaders in handing over the goodies at
the event held at the community hall.

The recipients were also treated to
a buffet spread.

Yeoh hoped the hamper donation
will bring light to counter the darkness
in the present times when the country
is in the midst of an economic down-

turn related to the fall of the ringgit and
other unfavourable factors.

He aslo mentioned that the state
government will be doing away with
the house assessment for low and
medium-cost houses beginning next
year.

“This will cost the government
some RM10 million in revenue. How-
ever, it also shows that the Penang
government is a caring one in trying
to help its people,” he added.

Among those who joined Yeoh at
the function were Northeast district
village chief (penghulu) Nasrizal
Nasib.

Part of the crowd enjoying the buffet spread.



share experlences

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

FOR more than three decades, the
Conference of the Asean Federation
of Engineering Organisations
(CAFEO) has been the platform for
Asean engineers to discuss and share
experiences.

Efforts were geared towards meet-
ing the future national development
agenda of the region.

“In line with this, your conference
theme this year, ‘From Light to
Bytes: Asean Engineering Evolution
and Future Challenges’, is indeed
very apt and appropriate and reflec-
tive of the role played by our engi-
neers in Penang,” Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng told the crowd at the
CAFEO 33 function on Nov 24.

Governor Tun Abdul Rahman Ab-

Hoteliers’ pivotal role in tourism

OVER 400 hoteliers and profession-
als from the hotel industry gathered
in Penang on Nov 6 for the Malay-
sian Hotels Asso-
ciation (MAH),
Penang Chapter
biennial dinner at
the Jen Hotel.

MAH Penang
chairman Khoo
Boo Lim (pix) re-
minded the hotel-
iers of their piv-
otal role in the
services industry.

“There are nev-
er enough hotels
in Penang. How-
ever, the industry needs to be regu-
lated and hoteliers need to cooperate
well with the tourism authorities and
players. Remember, the real compe-
tition is from outside and not within.
Penang has won many accolades and
we need to work harder to justify that
recognition. We cannot be compla-
cent and it is only right that all of us
step up to contribute to achieve that
vision of making Penang the best
place to visit and live in Malaysia,”
hw said in his speech.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who was present at the event, praised
the industry.

“You have done great for the tour-
ism industry. We know how impor-

bas graced the event.

Also present were chair-
man of Asean Federation of
Engineering Organisation
(AFEO) and Institute of
Engineers Malaysia (IEM)
president Datuk Lim Chow
Hock, chairman of IEM
Penang branch, Dr, Mui
Kai Yin and organising
chairman of CAFEO33,
Paul Chi Wei.

Guan Eng said Penang
owes much to its engineers
for helping the transformation from
an agro-based trading state to one of
the most industrialised states in the
country.

“More than 95% of our GDP is
made up from manufacturing and
services. We have been labelled the
‘Silicon Valley of Malaysia’ and are

two-day
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Platform for engineers to discuss,

W LI

CAFEO33.

indeed proud of our substantial pool
of local engineers numbering over
30,000.

“For example, Intel runs one of
their global R & D hubs in Penang
with over 2,500 local engineers doing
R & D,” he added.

He said Penang strongly believes
that technical personnel should be

Abdul Rahman (fourth from left), Choo Hock (fifth from left) and other delegates during the

allocated leading positions to drive
the state’s socio-economic transfor-
mation.

In its quest to transform Penang
into an international and intelligent
city, the state government is commit-
ted to investing in infrastructure
building, education and innovation
and a knowledge-based economy.

tant tourism is. Last year for the first
time, the services industry exceeded
the manufacturing sector in terms of
GDP (gross do-
mestic product)
contribution.
Tourism is a sig-
nificant contribu-
tor towards Pen-
ang’s economic
growth, and Pen-
ang has always
been a major tour-
ist destination.
Tourism and the
services industry
are one of the two
main economic
drivers for Pen-
ang,” he said.

Lim also provided statistics from
Tourism Malaysia (based on Hotel
Survey) that Penang received
45.63% more hotel guests in 2014
compared to 2013, recording 6.85
million guests compared to 4.7 mil-
lion in 2013.

“Despite the challenges of the
economic downturn I am pleased
that there are some hotels in Penang
that have performed better than last
year in terms of hotel occupancy. On
the whole our hotel occupancy may
have dropped by nearly 10% but is
still much better than other states’
hotel occupancy that have dropped
by more than 20%,” he added.

SUKACITA dimaklumkan bahawa Bahagian Kerajaan Tempatan, PSUKPP
sedang melaksanakan Kaji Selidik Keberkesanan Dasar Kapit Roda / Tunda
Kenderaan di Pulau Pinang. Kaji selidik ini diadakan bagi mendapatkan
reaksi serta maklum balas daripada seluruh rakyat Pulau Pinang berkaitan
dasar yang telah dilaksanakan selama ini.

Sebagai makluman, kaji selidik ini terbuka kepada seluruh rakyat Pulau
Pinang bermula sekarang sehingga 18 Disember 2015.

Sehubungan dengan itu, semua adalah dijemput untuk menyertai kaji
selidik ini melalui https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/kapitroda atau terus

ke Portal Kerajaan Negeri.
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Penang Green Council (PGC Strategies Sdn Bhd) |

Alamat: Tingkat 46, KOMTAR, Pulau Pinang 10503 Malaysia.

Tel: +604-2503321 / Fax: +604-2503323

Emel: info@pgc.com.my

Laman Web: www.pgc.com.my
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