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Truly Penang Foods

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by MPPP photographer
and Chan Lilian

WHAT makes a dish stand out
and deserving of the state it
originates from?

How does one claim that a
particular dish is Penang’s
original, authentic, one-of-a-
kind food?

Ever wonder how our fore-
fathers came up with recipes
like asam laksa, Hokkien mee,
curry mee, pasembor and
more?

Well, for one, Penang being
a melting pot of various races
and cultures certainly benefit-
ed from having some of the
best foods in the world.

This is not some “syok
sendiri” claim by Penang but
recognised by various parties.
Just to mention a few:

1. Best Street Food In Asia
- by Time Magazine

2) CNN’s World 50 Most
Delicious Food placed Penang
asam laksa in 7th spot

3) Penang is One Of Asia’s
Greatest Street Food Cities -
by CNNGo.com

4) In 2009, NY Times men-
tioned Penang as Southeast
Asia’s liveliest street-food
scene.

The Penang Island Munici-
pal Council (MPPP) has se-
lected 13 types of hawker
foods that are uniquely Pen-
ang.

And to maintain that qual-

ity, these hawker foods must
be prepared by Malaysians and
not foreigners.

To begin, MPPP will be giv-
ing out “Penang Foods” stick-
ers to hawkers selling these 13
types of food at MPPP hawker
complexes throughout the is-
land.

The 13 dishes that are truly
Penang are asam laksa, char
koay teow, lor bak, Hokkien
mee, curry mee, wantan mee,
pasembur, chee cheong fun,
mee sotong, char koay kark,
orh chien (oyster omelette),
koay teow thng and nasi
lemak.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, exco members Chow Kon
Yeow, Danny Law Heng Ki-
ang, Pulau Tikus assembly-
member Yap Soo Huey joined
the MPPP and councillors to
give out stickers to 21 hawker
stalls at Anjung Gurney on Jan
18.

Lim also allayed the doubts
of certain quarters with rela-
tion to their misconception on
the ban on foreign workers.

From celebrity chefs to the
man-on-the-street, people had
been toying with foolish sug-
gestions.

“There is nothing discrimi-
natory about barring foreign
workers from being cooks
only at hawker stalls because
hawker licences are granted
for lower-income Malaysians
and supposed to be owner-
operated, whilst this ruling

A collage of photos showing Sharif Pasembor giving the thumbs-up to the sticker while Lim and
Chow hand out stickers at Anjung Gurney hawker complex which is always packed with hungry

tourists and locals.

does not bar foreigners from
owning restaurants nor pre-
vent foreign workers from
cooking in restaurants,” Lim
said.

“How can this ruling be
undemocratic or discrimina-
tory when it is intended to
protect the uniqueness of Pen-
ang food, that hawker stalls
must be owner-operated and
that foreign workers can assist
the hawker in other duties?”

Meanwhile, Chow, who is

the exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation,
assured everyone that MPPP
will give a one-year grace
period from this month.

The ruling of “local Malay-
sian cooks” only applies to
MPPP-owned hawker com-
plexes throughout the island
only.

“We are doing this step-by-
step. Right now, MPPP is giv-
ing the stickers to indicate that

the foods are prepared by lo-
cals. This decision to shortlist
the 13 types of foods was
made by a panel. This is also
the result of a survey made by
MPPP where 14,810 people
participated. Around 87%
agreed that local foods must
be prepared by Malaysians and
not foreigners,” Chow added.

So, watch out for the Pen-
ang Foods sticker the next
time you are looking for au-
thentic Penang food.




State calls for GST postponement

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng has made
an official appeal to Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Najib Razak to postpone the imple-
mentation of the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) at least until Malaysia has reached
a high-income nation status.

In a motion passed by the Penang State
Assembly last Nov 14, the assembly
made the plea on the basis that the coun-
try is not yet ready for a regressive taxa-
tion system which could bring a negative
economic effect and further worsen the
country’s inflation.

“The Penang State Assembly also finds
that GST will be a major burden to the
medium and lower income group some
of whom rely on daily wages to get by,”
said Lim in a letter addressed to the Prime
Minister.

“Instead of burdening the citizens, the
federal government should focus on fix-
ing its failures by curbing corruption and
plugging leakages and wastage. It must
focus on a competent, accountable and
transparent governance to prevent these
problems.”

He also showed the toll GST has taken
on small businesses even before the im-
plementation citing cases of a Balik Pulau

sundry shop and a few traditional Chinese
medicine halls closing down as they are
unable to cope with the new taxation
system.

“Itis because GST is still plagued with
confusion over what is exempted, what
is not and how small businesses can ease
into the system that GST should be post-
poned until all members of society are
ready for it,” said Lim.

The state also hopes that the federal
government could consider raising the
sales threshold of RM500,000 to RM2
million citing that the depreciation of the
ringgit is making it easy even for small
businesses to reach the threshold.

Lastly, Lim also lamented the fact that
consumers will not be exempted from
services the same way businesses are.

“For example, bank services can be
claimed by registered businesses while
consumers who are not registered will
bear the full amount of various services
such as bank service charges.”

Lim hopes that the plea of the people
does not fall on deaf ears as April is draw-
ing close with many businesses, small
and big, scrambling to comply with the
still unclear GST system.

Free mammogram screening

THE state government will offer female Penang residents a free mam-
mogram screening after the Chinese New Year break.

Health, Rural Development and Agriculture & Agro-based Industry
exco Dr Afif Bahardin said “Mammo Penang” aims to reach women of
35 years and above as early detection gives a better chance of survival.

The screening programme is expected to cost RM3 million over three

years.

“By providing transport, it is very convenient for them to go for
screening as well as attending health talk sessions,” added Dr Afif
after a discussion with Selangor Health, Welfare, Women and Family
Affairs exco Dr Daroyah Alwi and representatives of its local authori-

ties on Jan 12.

Dr Daroyah was glad Penang is adopting the “MammoSEL” pro-

gramme Selangor started in 2009.

“As at October 2014, 18,745 women had undergone the screenings,”
said Dr Daroyah, stating their visit to Penang is to share experiences
as well as to learn from Penang its successful health awareness pro-

grammes.

Meanwhile, dengue cases were reported to be rising this month with
two deaths compared to none last year.

Thus, the state will execute “Gotong royong Penang Sihat” agenda
simultaneously on Jan 25 targeting 40 localities, 20 on the island and

another 20 on the mainland.

To ensure the success of the plan, community involvement is vital
and collaborative effort from all parties needed to fight the disease.

Tragic crash destroys birthday dream

SECONDARY school teacher Lim Chye
Luan, 49, wished to celebrate the 15th
birthday of her daughter Goh Yi Xuen on
Jan 25, but it will not happen now as she
was killed in a car crash on Jan 7.

Chye Luan ‘s husband, Goh Soo
Kwang, 50, who is an administrative staff
member in a tyre shop in Johor Baru, said
the last he saw his wife was on Dec 29
when he returned to Penang for the holi-
days.

“I cannot believe my wife is no longer
with us,” Goh said when met at the wake
of Chye Luan and her brother-in-law, Lee
A Yong @ Lee Sing Yong, who also died
in the crash, at Bandar Sri Pinang, Jelu-
tong.

Meanwhile, Yi Xuen, a student of
SMIK Heng Ee, said she did not realise
that when she bade farewell to her moth-
er the morning of Jan 7, it would be her
final goodbye.

Yi Xuen said her mother appeared her
usual self when she left their home in Ta-
man Seri Nibong that morning.

Her mother had gone out with her un-
cle,A Yong, 72, who lived next door to fix
the car’s air-conditioning system.

Ateary-eyed Yi Xuen, who had looked
forward to celebrating her birthday with

her parents, will be sitting for her PT3
examination this year.

During the funeral wake, Yi Xuen re-
mained calm as she greeted friends and
relatives who came to pay their last re-
spects.

SMIK Heng Ee senior assistant of ad-
ministration Loh Soo Ping, where Chye
Luan taught, said Chye Luan was a great
colleague and friend.

“She started teaching Chinese language
and Mathematics at the school in 1994 and
was a favourite among her students,” Loh
said.

Loh added that Chye Luan was also the
adviser of the school choir and had led the
group to accomplish several achievements
in the local and international arena.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who
visited the family, said Chye Luan was
well loved by her students and had taught
both his sons who studied in SMKJ Heng
Ee.

“I called up the Penang police chief
Senior DCP Datuk Abdul Rahim Hanafi,
and he assured me that the tipper truck
driver will be arrested after he is dis-
charged from the hospital.

“I hope the authorities such as the Road
Transport Department can pursue the mat-

Guan Eng (second from left) consoling Goh (third from left) and Yi Xuen at the

wake. Looking on is Siew Kim (left).

ter, besides the police.

“This tragic accident could have hap-
pened to anyone and they (Chye Luan and
Lee) happened to be at the wrong place at
the wrong time,” Guan Eng said.

He added that Sungai Pinang assem-
blymember Lim Siew Kim would follow
up on the case to ensure justice for the
family.

Guan Eng was accompanied by Siew
Kim and Penang Island Municipal Coun-

cil councillors Harvindar Singh Harvindar
Singh and Joseph Ng Soon Siang.

Chye Luan and A Yong died during the
noon incident just off the Sungai Pinang
exit of the Lebuhraya Tun Dr Lim Chong
Eu.

Both died on the spot after the tipper
truck crashed into their car which had
stopped at the traffic lights junction of
Jalan Sungai Pinang and Lebuhraya Tun
Dr Lim Chong Eu on Jan 7.
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MPPP sets the
bar higher

Story by Chan Lilian

BREAKING barriers of office
hours, travelling hassles and tedi-
ous manual submission of building
plans, the Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) has launched the
SPPB or Sistem Pengurusan Pelan
Bangunan MPPP.

The SPPB went online on Jan 5
but manual plan submissions can
still be made until July.

After the six-month period, all
submissions must be made online
only.

A briefing and walkthrough of
the new system was conducted by

Seang.

“This system was developed by
MPPP since February 2014. It is a
user-friendly system and users can
access it online from any location.
Straightforward, simple and they
can monitor the status of their
submission 24/7, make payment
and all the users need is to sign up
for an account,” Yew said.

“The system is tailor-made and
MPPP called an open tender for the
system provider to develop the
SPPB. Architects including those
from Persatuan Akitek Malaysia
(PAM) are excited about this as it
saves a lot of their time and simpli-

MPPP Building Director Yew Tung

fies their work,” he added.

Sound advice for councillors

Children having a good time on the exercise equipment.

THE newly sworn in councillors of the Penang
Island Municipal Council (MPPP) recently re-
ceived some sound advice from exco member for
Local Government, Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation, Chow Kon Yeow.

A few days before the announcement of the
councillors, Chow was at the launching of the
recreation park in Island Glades.

“Itis not a walk in the park for those serving the

people. The new tagline is to serve the rakyat bet-
ter. Engage the community in the decision-making
process. Listen to the aspirations of the people,”
he said.

The recreation park in Island Glades was up-
graded with a RM50,000 allocation from MPPP
councillor S. Sukumar, with RM12,000 going for
exercise equipment and RM44,000 spent on the
walking path.

Yew briefing the architects and other users on the new system.

Chow (left), Ramkarpal and Rayer taking a stroll in the park.

MPPP will also spend about RM100,000 to
further enhance the park by repairing the wire mesh
fence, build an integrated children’s playground,
landscaping, installing lighting to enable residents
to use the park for exercise at night and other fea-
tures.

Seri Delima assemblymember RSN Rayer and
Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh were also
present.
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Huge crowd at Chingay,
lion dance parade

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

AMAMMOTH crowd thronged the
streets of George Town to enjoy the
annual Penang Chingay, Lion and
Dragon Dance parade recently.

Thousands of locals and tourists
alike did not miss the chance to snap
photos and record videos of the ch-
ingay acts and amazing floats during
the 3.5km parade from Padang
Brown to the Esplanade.

Among those taking part were
Persatuan Chingay Pulau Pinang,
Majlis Kebudayaan Negeri Pulau
Pinang, Xuan Gang Sports Enter-
tainment, Persatuan Chingay Seberang Prai Pulau
Pinang, Yueh Fei Martial Art Club and SMJK
Heng Ee symphony band.

Self-employed foot therapist Toh Hon Kwong,
63, was among those in the crowd watching the
chingay acts and amazing floats.

“This is the first year I have come to watch the
event. It is very interesting and full of fun. The
event is great. I am happy,” said Toh who came
from Mak Mandin in Prai.

“Through this event, we are able to understand
the different cultures of communities in this
country,”’he added.

Performers treating visitors during the Penang Chingay, Lion
and Dragon Dance parade at the Esplanade.

“Ihope it will be a regular annual event,” Toh
commented.

The troupe from the Ching Xing Sports and
Cultural Centre was the attraction of the crowd
with one of its members dressed as the Monkey
King (SunWuKong), a character in the popular
Chinese classic “Journey To The West”.

Some floats with a Christmas theme were also
the draw for those present and a traditional Indian
dance added merriment to the function.

The finale was the lion dance on stilts per-
formed by the Penang Meihu Culture and
Sports Association.

Kedah team wins lion dance event

THE Hong Teik Lion and Dragon Dance Or-

ganisation from Kedah was the judges’
favourite at the recent Kompleks Bukit Jam-

bul Lion Dance On Stilts championship 2015.

The team put up a fabulous performance and
took home RM5,888, medals and a trophy.

A total of 13 top teams from all over the
country battled each other for the top prize.

The first runner-up was Kwong Ngai Lion
Dance from Kuala Lumpur which walked away
with RM3,888, medals and trophy, while Tai
Tong White Crane

Lion Dance came in third, winning RM 1,888,
medals and trophy.

The two consolation prize winners were
Cheung Keung Lion Dance and Xuan Gang
Sports Entertainment. They each took home
RM&888, medals and a trophy.

The main sponsors for the event were Cosmic
Sports & Entertainment, Alora Hotel Penang,
Red Bull and Yves Enterprise and supported by
the Penang State

Tourism Development and Culture Depart-
ment.

Team leader of the champion team, Cheah
Kwong Leong, 44, when met after receiving
their prizes, said the main satisfaction of com-
peting in the championship is not about win-

The Hong Teik team putting up an exclusive dis-
play for the crowd at the end of the event. - Pix
courtesy of Komplexs Bukit Jambul.

ning, but improving the team’s performance.

“The team was set up some 10 years ago and
we have won several championships along the
way,” he said, adding that the eight team mem-
bers train an average of four hours daily.

“We hope to keep on improving our dance
performance,” Cheah added.

The crowd that came to watch the champion-
ship held at the KBJ’s main concourse area was
treated to an exclusive performance by Hong
Teik team at the end of the event.

AROUND TOWN

STOP SMOKING CLASS

PENANG Adventist Hospital is organising a seven-day ‘“‘Breathe-
Free” class in English at its premises in Jalan Burmah. The
classes will be on Jan 22 from 7.45pm to 9pm. Details, call 04-
2227344.

CONCERT

THE Penang Philharmonic Jazz Band, Orchestra and Percussion
Ensemble will hold a concert on film soundtracks at 8.30pm on
Jan 25 at Dewan Sri Pinang. Details, call Ramesh at 012-4854733.

COUNSELLING

HELP4U, an initiative of the Penang Education Council,, provides
confidential, anonymous and free email counselling for young
people aged between 13 and 25 who need help on issues related
to their studies, family, relationship and others. For more informa-
tion, visit www.help4u.org.my or call 04-2273384 (weekdays
1.30pm to 5.30pm).

HERITAGE NOMINATIONS

THE Penang Heritage Trust (PHT) is inviting the public to submit
nominations for the Penang Heritage Trust LivingHeritage Treas-
ures of Penang 2014-2015. The nominees can be expetts in various
fields such as applied skills, performing arts, literary arts or per-
formers of cultural rites, who must be from Penang. The success-
ful awardee will receive public acknowledgement, a plaque, cer-
tificate and RM2,000 a year. The awards will be sponsored by
Seven Terraces Penang. Nomination forms may be collected from
the PHT office at 26, Church Street, or by e-mail: info@pht.org.
my. Closing date for nominations is Jan 31. Details, call 04-
2642631.

LEVEL UP HANGOUT

REDBOX Studio organises Level Up on a monthly basis. Level
Up is a free, casual networking and learning session held on the
third Thursday of each month from 7pm to 9pm. Limited to the
first 20 people who register. No walk-ins please. For venue details,
£o to http://redboxstudio.com/level-up/.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

COMMUNITY AIDS Service Penang is providing free HIV
confidential counselling and testing at its office in Bukit Mertajam.
Testing is available during office hours from Monday to Friday.
Call 04-5399510/5398510 for an appointment.

YOGA CLASSES

HINDU Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga classes every
Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the Hindu Mahajana Sangam,
Gandhiji Ashram, at 674, Jalan Kebun Bungah. Call Raju at 016-
4351211 for details.

WCC SERVICES

THE Womens Centre for Change located at 241, Jalan Burmah
(next tp PTPL College) provides free and confidential services
through its hotline, e-mail, face-to-face counselling and shelter for
women in crisis. Details, e-mail wcc@wccpenang.org or call 04-
2280342.

EXERCISE SESSION

BAYAN Baru Rukun Tetangga will hold free aerobics sessions
from 6pm to 7pm on Mondays and free line dancing sessions from
6pm to 7pm on Tuesdays at the Medan Bayan Pasir children’s
playground in Bayan Baru. Call Jeorge Subramaniam (016-
4112205) for details about the aerobics session and Joselyn Chin
(019-5257254) for line dancing.
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Human spirit transforms Penang

Story by Danny Ooi

THE spirit to complete
the Seberang Perai
Penang Run is indeed
the spirit of Penang.
Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng, speaking at
the prize-giving cere-
mony of Penang Run
2014/2015 SPT series
on Jan 11, said this
same human spirit has
transformed Penang,
once called a “Garbage
State” by former Prime
Minister Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad, into
the beacon of Malay-
sia, becoming the most
livable city in our
country and one of the
cleanest to boot.

MPPP councillor Joseph Ng participating

“Today, we possess in the fun run with his wife and son.

the conditions to be
among some of the creative
clusters in Malaysia, with 3Ts
—Talent, Technology and Toler-
ance of new ideas. Bear in
mind, we are not talking about
Penang island alone when we
say the state of Penang.
“Today, with two bridges and
a future third link to connect the

island and mainland, no longer
is Seberang Perai the less de-
veloped backyard of the more
developed George Town,” Lim
said.

Also present were MPSP
president Datuk Maimunah
Shariff and Padang Lallang as-
semblymember Chong Eng.

Chong Eng flagging off the run with the wave of Penang flag.

Lim added that those who
took the post-run opportunity
to explore Seberang Perai will
realise that bustling satellite
townships are taking shape like

Bagan in Seberang Perai Utara,

Bukit Mertajam and Seberang
Jaya in Seberang Perai

Tengah and also, soon to be
the hottest location in the north-
ern region of Peninsula Malay-
sia, Batu Kawan, Nibong Tebal
and Jawi in Seberang Perai
Selatan.

PYDC football event

COME Jan 31, the Penang Youth
Development Corporation’s (PYDC)
football tournament will kick off at
the Sungai Ara Football Club.

Some 32 football teams from the
southwest district are expected to
battle it out at the tournament which
ends on April 19.

PYDC chief executive Soon Lip
Chee said the main objective is to
allow participating teams to be in-
volved in a big scale football tourna-
ment, and a chance to cultivate
teamwork and building friendship
links with players from other par-
ticipating teams.

“Apart from the Sungai Ara foot-
ball fields, other matches will be
held at the Kompleks MPPP Balik
Pulau and Kongsi Balik Pulau
fields,” Soon, who is also Jawi as-
semblymember, said at a press
conference recently.

Also present were special officer

(youth development) to Chief Min-
ister of Penang, Teng Kok Liang,
tournament working committee in
charge of safety, Goh Sim Keong
and southwest district village head
(penghulu), Mohd Farouk Varusai
Mohd.

The champion team will walk
away with RM5,000, followed by
the first runner-up with RM3,000
and third placing with RM1,000.

Registration of teams is open till
Jan 16, with a fee of RM500 per
team.

Registration can be done by con-
tacting the following:

Mohd Farouk Varusai Mohd
(southwest district village headman)
at 012-5704300.

Muhammad Firdaus Mohamad
Ramlan (State Sports Council) at
013-2025032.

Aziz Din (Sungai Ara Football
Club) at 012-4690644.

“Businesses are flourishing
in these areas, as the young and
energetic begin to choose these
satellite towns as their places of
residence.

“They will bring with them
talents, spending power and a
unique energy which will incul-
cate various recreational and
cultural activities like today’s
event,” he added.

“Today, we have some 1680
runners, with overseas runners
from 13 countries. This is the

highest number of runners so
far for our Penang Run series.
Two of our young representa-
tives, Machang Bubok assem-
blymenber Lee Khai Loon and
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven
Sim, are taking part this time.
“They represent the new
breed of Penangites who are
full of energy, enthusiasm, vi-
sion and the accompanying
talents to build a more brilliant
Seberang Perai and the state of
Penang,” Lim said.

Soon (third from left), Goh (second from left), Teng (left), Mohd Farouk (fifth from left) and
other committee members displaying the banner announcing the football tournament.
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Picture of devastation greets

The recent devastating floods in Kelantan saw a team of state leaders
and Penang folk making their way there to help in the recovery pro-
cess. CHAN LILIAN, who joined the convoy, writes a personal reflec-
tion of the trials and tribulations of the victims.

TERIMA kasih semua!

Those were the words of gratitude
expressed by the people in various
locations in Kelantan when they
picked up what they needed from the
back of the 4-wheel drive.

Some asked for washing detergent,
towels, stoves, pails and other basic
necessities which had been com-
pletely destroyed by the recent flood
in Kelantan.

Our reply to them was: “Please
don’t thank us, we are merely doing
our small part by transporting these
necessities. The people in Penang are
concerned about your predicament
and they share your suffering. They
want you to know that they care.”

Old makciks, small children with-
out shoes and covered in mud, tired-
looking men and women all made the
scene even more heartbreaking.

With no home, no electricity and
no water in some places, all they
could do was to huddle in groups at
the spot where their houses formerly
stood while waiting for some relief.
Convoys bearing flags from various
states and agencies did what they can,
bringing goods and some extra pair
of hands to help clean up.

The tenacity and faith of the people
of Kelantan was an uplift for our

Wong (left) showing Zapri and his family how to use the portable stove donated by generous Penangites.

helpless souls.

One cannot describe the shock of
landing in a place covered in inches
of slimy and smelly mud. Houses,
schools, clinics, hospitals, green
parks, wet markets, post offices, rows
of shophouses and supermarkets were
completely destroyed.

A ghost town does not quite come
close in terms of dreariness.

However, the people could still
muster a grateful smile and though
sometimes disappointed that they
couldn’t get the most needed items
like washing detergent from our con-
voy, they quipped: “Maybe in the
next convoy...”

The Penang convoy comprising 11
4-WDs, a 40-foot container, one
lorry and 48 members left Seberang
Jaya at midnight on Jan 8.

The team was split into two des-
tinations, Kuala Krai and Gua Mu-
sang.

Once in the convoy, all the YBs
shed their titles and got down to
drive, unloading goods, clean up and
put their heart into the humanitarian
mission.

Some of the YBs were exco mem-
bers Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim,
Danny Law Heng Kiang, Bukit Gelu-
gor MP Ramkarpal Singh, Tanjong

Dr. Hatta (centre) and Lim (left) helping to unload rice from the 40-foot container.

MP Ng Wei Aik, assemblymembers Wong Hon Wai
(Air Itam), Teh Lai Heng (Komtar), A.Tanasekharan
(Bagan Dalam) and councillors from Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP) and Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP).

We reached Kuala Krai at the break of dawn on
Jan 9 and immediately got down to work.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng arrived to join the
team and was met by Kuala Krai MP Dr. Mohd.
Hatta Ramli, Salor assemblymember Datuk Husam
Musa and other Kelantan leaders.

Lim went on a whirlwind trip, stopping at various
places to hand out the Penang state government’s
contributions to various non-governmental organisa-
tions and two Chinese schools.

Meanwhile, the other convoy that headed to Gua
Musang and Dabong wanted to help clean up schools
by bringing water jets but were unable as there was
no electricity supply.

“This yellow flood is very strange. It was sunny
and there was no rain at all. But the water kept rising
and rising. Although we had put up all our electrical
gadgets on elevated platforms, we never expected the



ryr; Ml@gim—]@%
U ,L_Ltﬂ_ll_':_\l_fij January 16 - 31, 2015 n

Koay (left) receiving the two
truck loads of water delivered

ald convoy

Folks in Kelantan feeling grateful that Penangites care about them and held the Penang
flag for Buletin Mutiara to take a photo.

MPPP councillor Joseph Ng handing out necessities brought by his 4-wheel drive to the
women.

water to go up to the roof. I cannot describe how I felt when we re-
turned after four days. Our ‘kedai bundle’ (shop selling old clothes)
was completely destroyed. However, we thank God that we are safe,”
said shop owner Zapri Derani, a father of five children aged 17, 15,
12,10 and 2.

Wong handed out a gas stove and some food items to his family.

Help came from various quarters.

One of the most significant was from the Buddhist Tzu-Chi.

Its president Koay Ji Yuan told Buletin Mutiara: “We have 800
volunteers here. We engaged 1,500 locals and paid them RM100 per
day to help us to clean up the place. This is not only to help in the
clean-up process but also give dignity to the people to make an in-
come.”

Penang PBA (Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang Berhad) ren-
dered help by providing two truck loads of water to Buddhist Tzu
Chi to clean up some schools.

One can see the volunteers working hard with the people to help
unclog drains choked with mud, dispose off building materials from
homes destroyed by the floods and clean up schools.

There is still much to be done in Kelantan.

People still need all the help they can get.

In this tragedy, people have stripped off their differences and got
down to help in the recovery process.

You see only one race — the human race at ground zero. Cleaning up task being done by the local residents.



Property men help flood

victims

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

A DONATION drive to help the east
coast flood victims was held during the
Penang Property Summit 2015 held at
the Subterranean Penang International
Convention and Exhibition Centre
(SPICE) on Jan 9 and 10.

The idea was mooted by Jagdeep
Singh Deo who is exco for Housing and
Town & Country Planning and concur-
rently chairman of the Penang Property
Summit 2015.

As a result of the generosity of Pen-
angites and the corporate social respon-
sibility thoroughly demonstrated by the
major developers in the property industry,
a total sum of RM65,175 was collected.

The money collected will be chan-
nelled to the State Treasury which will
in turn, allocate the money to the states
in the east coast devastated by the recent
floods so as to assist the people in their
rebuilding efforts.

A cheque presentation ceremony was
held on Jan 13 at Jagdeep’s office at

Phee (third from left) receiving the total amount collected from representatives of the various developers as Jagdeep (fifth

from left) looks on.

Komtar where representatives from the
major developers, namely BSG Prop-
erty, Ideal Property Group, SP Setia and
Palmex Industries Sdn Bhd, presented
their financial contributions to exco
member Phee Boon Poh who was tasked

by Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng to
handle the distribution of aid meant for
the east coast.

In addition to the sum collected from
the public and exhibitors, the state gov-
ernment also allocated a total of RM1.5

million as emergency aid to the devas-
tated east coast areas. Furthermore, 18
experienced welfare officers and social
volunteers were also dispatched to
Kelantan to assist in whatever possible
way.

Putrajaya urged to take firm steps on PRIMA

THE state government has strongly urged Putra-
jaya to take concrete steps in implementing the
affordable housing projects in Penang through
the latter’s PRIMA initiatives.

Speaking recently to members of the press at
his office at Komtar, Jagdeep Singh Deo, who is
exco member for Housing and Town & Country
Planning, slammed the federal government for
its lack of action and time-line to implement the
affordable housing scheme in Penang despite all
the announcements made by several ministers
including Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak
himself.

“In this regard, all announcements by the
various ministers and the Prime Minister himself,
that PRIMA will arrive here since the promulga-
tion of the PRIMA Act 2012, all their said prom-
ises have proven to be merely empty promises,
as, to date, we have yet to see any formal appli-
cations by them being submitted to the state
government for the consideration of the same,”
said Jagdeep.

To add insult to injury, Jagdeep’s repeated at-
tempts to obtain a formal response over this
matter from his counterpart at federal level,

Urban Well-being, Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan went
unheeded.

Credit, however, has to be given to PRIMA
president Datuk Seri Dr Jamaluddin Jarjis and
PR1MA chief executive officer Datuk Abdul
Mutalib Alias who verbally responded to Jagdeep
when he pursued the matter with them.

The best response so far came in the form of
a written reply in favourable terms from Minister
in the Prime Minister’s Department Datuk Seri
Shahidan Kassim and this, it must be noted, came
only after a two-year hiatus.

In his reply, Shahidan reaffirmed the Federal
Government’s commitment in the provision of
20,000 units of affordable housing as announced
by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
on Dec 8,2012.

“Three areas have been identified by PRIMA
as most suited for the construction of affordable
housing and they are Bandar Gelugor, Balik Pu-
lau and Teluk Kumbar. These areas involve a
total of 497.21 acres of land with the first phase
planned out to involve around 2,000 units under
the said scheme,” wrote Shahidan in his official

reply to Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

Jagdeep who was also chairman of the re-
cently concluded Penang Property Summit 2015,
noted that the matter closest to the hearts of all
Penangites was the provision of affordable hous-
ing.

The strategies and policies which the state
government adopted and together with the close
cooperation fostered with the private sector re-
sulted in the construction of around 22,545 units
of affordable housing in 12 projects throughout
the five districts in Penang.

Unlike the federal government whose perfor-
mance in the provision of affordable housing in
the state left a lot to be desired, the private sector
in Penang had enthusiastically stepped forward
with 100% participation in answering the call of
the state government in its quest to build afford-
able homes.

Jagdeep also advised Real Estate and Housing
Developers Association (Rehda) Penang chair-
man Datuk Jerry Chan to call upon Rehda Ma-
laysia to submit a memorandum to the Prime
Minister, requesting the federal government to
seriously address this issue.
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New laws boon for high-rise home owners

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE Royal Institution of Surveyors Ma-
laysia Northern Branch held a one-day
seminar in early December where exco
member for Housing and Town & Coun-
try Planning was invited to deliver a
speech.

The seminar, titled “The Application
of New Laws to Stratified Development
Areas”, drew out how high-rise home
owners will get a better deal with the new
laws.

For readers’ benefit, below are the de-
tails of Jagdeep’s speech at the seminar.

“Itis unprecedented in this country that
for the first time three laws and two regula-
tions shall come into operation simultane-
ously in 2015 upon notification in the
Gagzette by the Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister:-

o Strata Management Act 2013 (Act 757)
o Strata Titles (Amendment) Act 2013 (Act
A1450)

* Housing Development (Control and Li-
censing) (Amendment) Act 2012 (Act
Al1415)

e Strata Management Regulations, 2014

* Housing Development (Control and Li-
censing) (Amendment) Regulations 2014
“It is also unprecedented that the Strata
Management Act 2013 (Act 757) and the
Strata Management Regulations, 2014
were drafted with detailed inputs by sen-
ior professionals of the related disciplines
in the industry, namely the property man-
agers, lawyers and land surveyors.

“As a result, many milestones for the
protection of public interest will be
achieved through these laws and regula-
tions, inter alia:-

Before any sale of a parcel in a stratified
development area, a Schedule of Parcels
showing the share units of each parcel, the
provisional share units of each provi-
sional block and the aggregate share units
of the development area must be filed with
the Commissioner of Buildings. The im-
portant benefits to the public are:-

The parcels, accessory parcels, provi-
sional blocks and common property are
clearly defined to prevent any form of
abuse by an unscrupulous developer;

The proposed building shall be capable
of being built and capable of being sub-
divided for the issuance of strata titles
upon the delivery of vacant possession;
and

Intending purchasers will be well in-
formed of the development area before
they make decision to purchase.

“Strata titles will be ready for registra-
tion to the purchasers’ names upon the
delivery of vacant possession of parcels
in a stratified development area. The pre-
requisites of Sijil Formula Unit Syer

(SiFUS) will ensure that the whole pro-
cess for the subdivision of building and
land in a stratified development area can
be carried out smoothly without encum-
berances to achieve simultaneous vacant
possession with strata titles.

“In conjunction with the above, Penin-
sular Malaysia will has for the first time
a standardised formulation of share units
for parcels in a stratified development
area.

“The new legislations for the creation
of Limited Common Property and Sub-
sidiary Management Corporation will be
a boon for the proprietors of a mixed-use
development area.

“Many existing stratified development
areas are currently caught in the twilight
zone without share units assigned to each
parcel by the developers’ licensed land
surveyors.

“The First Schedule of the Strata Man-
agement Act 2013 will enable allocated
share units to be calculated for each par-
cel. These allocated share units are then
used to apportion maintenance charges for
each parcel and to ascertain the number
of votes by poll.

“Sinking fund, by nature of its name,
has always been found to sink, sank, sunk
and disappear in many stratified develop-
ment areas. This fund for capital ex-
penditure will be now be controlled and
monitored through a separation of ac-
counts, coupled with heavy penalty in-
cluding jail sentence for any mismanage-
ment of the accounts.

“Maintenance Account for mainte-
nance charges and expenses; and a sepa-
rate Sinking Fund Account for sinking
fund contributions and capital expendi-
ture.

“The many weaknesses and lacunae in
existing legislations for the maintenance
and management of the common prop-
erty in a stratified development area have
been addressed and resolved through the
comprehensive legal provisions in the
Strata Management Act 2013.

“The perennial problems of inter-floor
water leakages between parcels and/or
common property are also appropriately
addressed.

“The Commissioner of Buildings will
have enhanced powers and greater author-
ity to act in the implementation of the
Strata Management Act 2013.

“Claims (not exceeding RM250,000
per claim) and disputes in the maintenance
and management of the common prop-
erty in a stratified development area will
be efficiently and effectively resolved by
the Strata Management Tribunal.

“It includes the recovery of debts from
defaulting parcel owners or proprietors in
a stratified development area.”

January 16 - 31, 2015

Jagdeep delivering his speech to the participants at the seminar.




New year countdown at Bukit Jambul

Double-cover book launch

KBJ staff, artistes and the crowd present rejoicing at the new year countdown. - Pix courtesy of

Kompleks Bukit Jambul.

Story by Danny Ooi

MORE than 5,000 people celebrated their entry
into 2015 at Kompleks Bukit Jambul on Dec 31.

This is the second time the complex is holding
such an event, giving it a very festive atmosphere
for all present.

The celebration kicked off with a performance
by Hearts Desire Band; a six-piece local band
with a wide repertoire of English oldies to-
gether with pop, Hindi, Mandarin and Spanish
songs.

The Opening Drum performance further
heated up the atmosphere with the multi-racial
drum beats.

The party mood was further heightened by the
performance of the New Year dance where the

performers rocked the stage and set the mood
for a great show into the night.

A dinner was hosted by the Joint Management
Body (JMB) of the complex in which its chair-
man K.H Chan and his staff dined with Datuk
Suppiah Manikam, Honorary consul- general of
The Republic of Poland, Datuk Abdul Rafique
Abdul Karim, Honorary consul-general of Paki-
stan and other dignitaries.

During the dinner, the Neon Dance performers
lit up the party mood with their energetic per-
formance and illuminated costumes, dancing to
a fast-paced tempo.

Nearing midnight, Chan, JMB members and
guests together with the artistes were on stage
for the countdown and as the clock struck 12,
cheers of “Happy New Year” filled the air.

Law (left) and Jagdeep during the book launch.

STATE exco for Town & Country Planning and Housing
Jagdeep Singh Deo and exco for Tourism Danny Law
Heng Kiang on Dec 31 jointly launched the double-
cover book titled “Kaleidoscope of Penang Tourism”
and “Karpal Singh Drive: Homage To a Hero”.

The event was held in conjunction with New Year
2015 celebrations at Karpal Singh Drive.

Author William Koay said the book, on one side,
promoted Penang tourist attractions, and on the other
narrated how the street name came about as well as pay-
ing tribute to to the late Karpal.

New look for 226-year-old Protestant cemetery

EVERY departed soul deserves an eternal
resting place.

More so for those amongst the well-
heeled society of the British colonial era
whose Protestant Cemetery located along
Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah, Georgetown,
was recently given a facelift.

The cemetery was established three
years after the arrival of the British East
India Company (EIC) in Penang back in
1786 and the invaluable role it played ever
since as the final sepulcher for the many
men and women of significance resting in
peace there, has always captured the inter-
est of the state government.

Also known as the Northam Road
Protestant Cemetery, the restoration work,
which took five weeks to complete at a
cost of RM230,000, was jointly funded by
Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP),
Think City Sdn Bhd and George Town
World Heritage Inc (GTWHI).

Since the 1990s, maintenance work for
the 226-year-old burial site has been done
by MPPP and Penang Heritage Trust
(PHT) and its dire conditions had long
been a subject of grave concern to Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng who expressed
his intention to upgrade the cemetery so
as to conserve its historic and heritage
value.

Lim paid a visit to the restored site,
which belongs to the state government, on
Jan 15 and remarked on its multiracialism
and ethnicity as part and parcel of Pen-
ang’s history.

“From the tombstones, we can see at
least 10 ethnic groups — Americans, Ar-
menians, Australians, Chinese, Dutch,
British, French, Germans, Irish and Scot-
tish — buried at the cemetery. There are
459 graves here, some holding the remains
of more than one person,” Lim said in his
speech.

Efforts were undertaken since 2012 to
prepare a detailed heritage management
plan, site survey by PHT, dilapidation
report and restoration of broken tombs.

GTWHI also roped in the services of
renowned archaeologist Dr. Stephen Chia
Ming Soon from The Centre for Global
Archaelogical Research of USM to assist
in the site survey and compile the dilapida-
tion report.

GTWHI general manager Lim Chooi
Ping in her speech recorded her appreciation
towards the non-governmental organisa-
tions which cooperated with GTWHI to
fund the successful restoration efforts of the
site and the new features added on to attract
visitors to the burial site.

“Among the upgrading works were
repairs to the cemetery’s main gate and
pedestrian walkway, ground levelling,
supplying benches and bicycle bays, in-
stallation of lighting and a new signboard

and constructing a shed and a drain as well
as bollards at the entrance,” she said.

Famous personalities buried at the
cemetery include Captain Francis Light
(1740-1794) who founded the British
colony in Penang, merchant and land-
owner James Scott (1746-1808) who es-
tablished the business Scott & Co., Philip
Dundas (1763-1807) the first East India
Company governor of Penang, lawyer and
civil rights champion James Richardson
Logan (1819-1869) and the founder of
Penang Free School Rev. Robert Sparke
Hutchings (1782-1827). And not to forget,
Thomas Leonowens (1828-1859) the
husband of Anna Leonowens nee Edwards
whose character has been played numer-
ous times on the big screen by, among
others US actresses Deborah Kerr (“The
King and I”’) and Jodie Foster opposite
Chow Yun Fat in the 1999 movie “Anna
and the King”.



v letir
YA SASETEE &8

January 16 - 31, 2015

MPSP targets 220 schools
for green awards

Story and pix by Mark James

THE Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) is targeting 50 secondary schools,
100 primary schools and 70 pre-schools in
the three Seberang Perai districts for this
year’s Green School Award.

MPSP president Datuk Maimunah
Mohd Sharif said all 36 schools that first
took part in the Green School Award 2014
received an additional 15 potted plants,
sponsored by Guppy Plastic Industries Sdn.
Bhd. (Guppy).

Also, the jury of the competition will
provide another 10 potted plants to the
schools that successfully carry out cleanli-
ness and green projects efficiently.

“The total number we target this year is
220. We have about 180 schools already
with the rest confirming participation
soon,” she said at the MPSP Bukit Merta-
jam branch office.

Two MPSP councillors, Mohd. Sharmi-
zan Mohamad Nor and Nur Shazreen
Mohd. Jilani, Guppy general manager Tan
Teik Huat, and MPSP Landscape Depart-
ment head Shaghroni Jamaluddin were also

present during the potted plants hand-over
to the Seberang Perai school representa-
tives.

The Green School Award was intro-
duced in 2010 with the objective of instill-
ing a sense of green responsibility in the
schools and students at an early age.

In 2010, 30 schools participated, fol-
lowed by 36in2011,53in2012,84in2013
and 106 schools last year.

“We are very thankful to Guppy for
having supported this effort since the be-
ginning. They have sponsored all 540 pots
this year while MPSP provides the soil and
flowers,” she said.

Also at the event, Maimunah announced
that the “Makan Sampai Habis” or “Finish
Your Plate” coloring competition has been
extended to Jan 29 with prize money of
RM2,000 for the participating school and
RMS500 for the winning student.

She said posters will be displayed at
their offices where the public will be able
to vote for their favourite from Feb 1 to
Feb 28,

The 10 best posters will be judged at
state level.

Maimunah (fifth from left) hands over potted plants to the school
representatives during the Green School Award ceremony.

State facilitates squatter compensation

SOME 100 squatters in a village
near Jalan Pantai have agreed to
a compensation of between
RMS,000 to RM40,000 offered by
the developer while 40 parties are
still in negotiations.

“This is not inclusive of the
RM?75,000 compensation paid to
the owners of the famous Ban
Long San restaurant,” said Datuk
Hong Yeam Wah, managing direc-
tor of Tah Wah Group.

Exco for State Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment Phee
Boon Poh said the state govern-
ment acted as a facilitator between
the developer and the squatters as
it takes these matters seriously.

“The state government does
not take sides when it comes to
settlement but we want to make
sure it is fair to all parties and
reach an agreeable position,” said
Phee, who is also the Sungai Puyu
assemblymember, on Jan 15.

Hong added that his office is in
the midst of settling the appeals
of the remaining 40 squatters.

“We are aware of the state
government’s position where no
building approvals can be given
without settling these 40 cases. It
has been roughly two years and
we’ve been negotiating with the
state government as facilitator,”
he said.

At the same time, Hong said
that in the same two years, his
company has been developing a
five-storey, low-cost housing
project of RM42,500 a unit at
Lorong 3, Kepala Batas, where
these squatters could be given
priority with the nod from the
state housing board.

“The compensation would be
in monetary form but as long as
the state government is agreeable,
we can prioritise them with over
100 low-cost housing units there,”
he said.

It is understood that Tah Wah
Group and another developer
Magnum Development Sdn. Bhd.
were involved in developing the
area.

Phee (fourth from left) facilitated the squatters’ compensation negotiations. With him
are Hong (third from left) and residents of the Jalan Pantai village.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA X PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
ridwan wan48@yahoo.com
BERTA BERTA
YB Shorlful Azhar Othman }T; 012-411 4690 Asrol Scml Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL o PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra/8@yahoo.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
F) 04-573 4630 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 zqﬁoggg/\a?h% 019-507 3828
zahadi55@yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR ) TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid ﬂ 04 -351 2873 Norhayati Jaafar 019-4337119
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie7 119@yahoo.com.my
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin , 012-594 1515
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m H 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | [ jamaludin Said 019-413 0799
udinmtd@gmail.com
PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 =
[HO4-865%308 || MM MondTuh smal 0175707500
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob m 04 -866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849
F) 04 - 866 1821 hdlilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04-594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET; 04 -227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey A
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA 994
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
PENYELAMAT 991

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF

SOCSO

N1
N2
N3
N4

N5
Né

N7
N8

N9

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)

JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG
PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

Penaga
Bertam
ll;incmgl
ungga
Permatang
Berqngan
Sungai Dua
Telok Air
Tawar
Sungai Puyu
Bagan
Jermal
Bagan
Dalam

N10 Seberang

Jaya

N11 Permatang

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim .
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/I Rajaji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PAS PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 575 5584
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

:011-1060 8823 - Shukri
:019 - 593 3736 - Fatimah
: 017 - 424 9371

:019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza

:013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man
:013 - 598 1435 - Raudzey Razali

: 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee
: 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon

- Tasrin

Keong

:016 - 473 1963 - Gesan

04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Mohd. Iskander

:019 - 412 8442 - Kamal

Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012 - 4740964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N16 Perai : 04 -399 6689 - Selvi
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai : 010 - 929 6603 - Ariff Baseri
Acheh
N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina

Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus

N27 Pengkalan
Kota
N28 KOMTAR

N29 Datok
Keramat

N30 Sungai
Pinang

N31 Batu
Lancang

N32 Seri Delima

N33 Air ltam

N34 Paya
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

N34 Pantai
Jerejak
N37 Batu
Maung
N38 Bayan
Lepas
N39 Pulau
Betong
N40 Telok
Bahang

:04 - 829 0614
g
:012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
- Hong Kian
Ben

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah
N24 Padang Kota :

012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

:012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin

Keat

: 012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang

010 - 811 7300 - Razin

:017 - 480 7417 - Varinder

04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
04 - 282 6630 - Shuen

: 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna

:019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James

:012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet

:012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon

Lee
016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee

:016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul

016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
: 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

:019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman

016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho

:016 - 599 2918 - Saifullizan
: 012 - 422 4935 - Zulkiflee
: 017-413 5695

- Johan Abu
Bakar
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Dr. Tiun Ling Ta

04 - 508 0039 (Tel)
04 - 657 0918 (Fax)

Ahmad Tarmizi 013 -414 4822
Abdullah
Wong Chee Keet 012-451 1312

Nazleen Najeeb (English)
Victor Seow (English)
Shum Jian Wei (Chinese)
Chris Koay (Chinese)
J. Patmavathy(Tamil)

Photographers :
Chan Lilian, Law Suun Ting,
Alissala Thian, Ahmad Adil Muhamad and
Mark James

Graphic Designers :

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAILIS SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MPSP 2015 MPPP 2015
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon
MPPP 04 - 259 2020
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Goh Choon Keong 019 - 471 7931
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Pakianathan
Harvindar a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602 Singh
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012-423 9143
toh Joo Huat 012-4221133 Sukumar o/l Subramaniam | 019 - 4422113
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
Ismail Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566
Satees Afl Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019- 225 6502
Tan Hooi Peng 012 - 498 6212
Siti Nur Shazreen 019 -411 8343 Tan Kim Hooi 016 - 438 7855
Mohd. Jilani
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718 Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 - 1578 5098
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 CUE I R Ay
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
Tan Chong Hee 019 -411 5598 Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 945 9621
Tiagarajen A/L 010 - 387 9305 Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan 019 -4708811
Annamalai Chik
Felix Ooi Keat Hin 016-417 1331
Ong Eu Leong 010-770 0508
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Ho Leng Hong 017 - 487 2767 Yacoob Omar 013 - 420 3611
Mhd. Nasir Yahya 012 - 402 6739
Shafigah Shobha 016 - 496 1659
Abdullah Dr. Lim Mah Hui 012 - 4221880
Eric Lim Seng Keat 016 - 4143428
Mohd. Rizal Abd. 012 - 424 3878
Hamid Sha'ari Md. Salleh 013-7887786
Mohamed Yusoff 012-4728114
Rajasegar a/l 019 - 411 7051 Mohamed Noor
Govindasamy — .
1 ]
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Zulkifli Ibrahim 018-576 1622 1 !
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! Editor !
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! Chan Lilian (English) |
] Tam Poh Guek (Chinese) 1
Omar Hassan 019 - 571 8031 1 G.Revatic (Tamil) ]
1 ]
! Writer ]
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VISIT Penang Year 2015 is the Year of Festivals. So,
VPY2015 will start off in a big way with Fabulous Febru-
ary Fiesta that’s jam-packed with exciting events and
they’re free. On 1 Feb itself there’s Tropfest South East
Asia which is the world’s largest short film festival and
it’s their second year in Penang. Winner of this short film
competition will go home with USD12,000 at the end of
the night.

Next, on 3 Feb, thousands of Hindu devotees will pay
homage to deity Lord Murugan during Thaipusam. A
dynamic display of faith can be witnessed with unbeliev-
able body and facial piercings that balance a heavy ka-
vadi while walking many endurance-testing kilometres
and a 500-step up hill climb towards the Hilltop temple.

A couple of weeks later, on 19 and 20 Feb, comes the
loud, happy dong-dong-cheng of the colourful and acro-
batic lion dances on various streets of George Town to
mark the Chinese New Year. Followed by the grand cel-
ebrations of the Hokkien New Year at the clan jetties on
Pengkalan Weld on 26 Feb. Hundreds of lanterns light up
the jetties, giving them a festive glow while a parade and
ear-bursting concerts go on.

In between the two Chinese new years is Penang Hot
Air Balloon Fiesta on 21 and 22 Feb. The first time ever
in Penang, this event not only promises one of life’s most
unique experiences but also the wonder of witnessing 15
hot air balloons right at your doorstep, or at least on Padang
Polo, Penang.

As you can see, Penang is really “Where the festivities
never end’, and Fabulous February Fiesta makes it
memorable.You can get more details from mypenang.gov.
my/vpy on festival facts and dates, or #mypenangvpy for
photos and live reports.
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GRPB reaching for
new heights in 2013

By Henry Loh - GRPB Project
Manager, PWDC

PWDC’s Gender Responsive &
Participatory Budgeting (GRPB)
pilot project, a collaboration with
Penang Island Municipal Council
(MPPP) and Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP), is turn-
ing four this year.

Last year saw GRPB setting
numerous milestones and a few
“firsts” along the way. Among the
key highlights of last year for the
GRPB team at PWDC are:

Feb: Organised the Asian Re-
gional Conference titled “GRB
Narrative: Transforming Institu-
tions, Empowering Communi-

ties”. This conference was a suc-
cess due to the support, collabora-
tion and the involvement of the
entire staff force of PWDC/
MPPP/MPSP.

June: Special Mention Award
conferred to PWDC, MPPP,
MPSP and the two PPR commu-
nities for the GRPB project. The
award was given by the Interna-
tional Observatory on Participa-
tory Democracy (IOPD) in recog-
nition of the conscious effort of
the team to combine gender and
participatory perspectives in the
flagship pilot project. Our CEO
was flown to Rio de Janeiro in
Brazil to receive the award.

July: For a first in Penang and

Presentation of the IOPD Special Mention Award to MPPP, MPSP
and PWDC for the GRPB pilot project.

Malaysia the Chief Minister of
Penang officially launched a
“Community Cleaning Contract”
between MPPP and the Residents
Association of PPR Jalan Sungai.

Another proud moments for
the team was the international
invitations to present papers on
the GRPB work done and projects
carried out. We presented our
papers on GRPB in South Korea,
Indonesia, Thailand, China and
the USA. Most significantly, both
MPPP and MPSP are committed
to integrate gender into their
budgeting process as expressed in
their 2015 budget speeches.

Having developed the Penang
Model of GRPB and setting some
milestones, we are enthusiasti-
cally charging into 2015 as the
team has been invited by the two
local councils to apply this model
for several planned and on-going
projects.

Through MPPP, there are two
specific development projects the
GRPB team is involved in, name-
ly the upgrading and redevelop-
ment of the Campbell Street
Market and the development of a
neighbourhood park in Sungai
Ara. For the market project, the
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EXCO for Youth and Sports; Women, Family and Community
Development Chong Eng with the GRPB team meeting the

residents of PPR Ampangan.

aim is to design a market which
is inclusive, gender sensitive,
environmentally sustainable and
reflective of Penang’s Heritage.
On Mainland Penang, the
GRPB team has been invited by
MPSP to work on two proposed
market projects in Bukit Merta-
jam and Seberang Jaya. The de-
sired outcomes for these markets
will be similar to that set for the
Campbell Street market.
Meanwhile work with the PPR
Jalan Sungai and PPR Ampangan
is still on going. At PPR Jalan
Sungai efforts are being made for
the residents association to take
over the security functions by
employing local community po-
licing. We have also embarked on
the conversion of four ground
floor units of the low cost apart-
ments into disabled-friendly units
to cater specifically for the differ-
ently abled. Upon completion this
will certainly be a major first for
a local government to show lead-
ership by example in allocating
and designing special apartment

units to cater to the needs of the
disabled.

Meanwhile at PPR Ampangan,
we are looking forward to the
establishment of a community
cleaning contract between MPSP
and the residents association,
thereby furthering the agenda of
empowering the local community.

The GRPB team is in the task
force of all the above projects and
our role is mainly to ensure the
application of the GRPB model.
Throughout the year we also plan
to continue with our capacity
building sessions to help increase
awareness on the importance of
understanding gender, good gov-
ernance and other important
gender-related perspectives.

With so much on the plate, the
entire team can expect yet an-
other year full of challenges.
PWDC’s GRPB team hopes to
rise up to the occasion and con-
tinue purposefully on this journey
of promoting greater gender
equality and social justice in the
state of Penang.

Continuing the work for Women’s Empowerment and Leadership

By Yasmin Bathamanathan
- Communications & Exter-
nal Relations Officer, PWDC

2015 looks promising for
PWDC’s Women’s Empower-
ment and Leadership (WEL)
programme. Going into the
third year of its Lean In @
Penang series, this year will see
new installments of the forum,
reaching out to a new genera-
tion of corporate and civil ser-
vice leaders.

Having made impressive
strides in 2013 and 2014, Lean
In @ Penang, according to
WEL Programme Manager,
Karen Lai, was recently given
“international recognition
through being mentioned by
‘Lean In’ author and movement
founder, COO of Facebook

Sheryl Sandberg herself.”

“We are looking forward to
breaking new ground through
collaborating with at least three
new partners this year, and with
the aim of spreading our mes-
sage and widening as well as
strengthening our networks,”
said Lai.

In the pipeline is also a cof-

fee table book chronicling the
experiences of the women lead-
ers’ through and as a result of
participating in Lean In @
Penang. “We hope (this book)
will inspire and encourage
many women not just in Pen-
ang, but all over the world, to
‘lean in’ and take up the chal-
lenges knowing that they are

Women’s Leadership in Local Governance Training which was

held at KOMTAR on Nov 22.

Lean In @ Penang making important strides in Penang.

not alone,” said Lai.

Besides Lean In @ Penang,
WEL would be continuing the
work on enhancing the under-
standing, practical skills, capac-
ity and support networks of
decision makers, women lead-
ers and local communities in
gender equality and women’s
leadership.

In line with WEL’s focus on
developing the capacity of
women’s political leadership at
the local council,, state assembly
and parliamentary levels, the
programme is doubling its ef-
forts towards closing the exist-
ing political gender gaps
through engaging with existing
and potential women leaders.
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Garbage dump to shining city

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by MPPP Photographer

ONCE upon a time, former Prime
Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad labelled Penang as “Pulau
Pinang Darul Sampah” due to its
filthy state.

Newspaper records also show
that as recently as 2006, just be-
fore the Pakatan Rakyat took over
the administration of the state, the
island still had its perennial dirty
image.

However, as described by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng at
the swearing-in ceremony of the
new batch of Penang Island Mu-
nicipal Council (MPPP) council-
lors, Penang had overcome this
image.

Penang is now truly the Pearl
of the Orient which shines.

Heading to becoming the Pen-

The newly sworn-in councillors who are ready to serve the rakyat.

ang City Council with a vision to
be an international city, Lim ex-
pounded to the newly-elected
councillors their responsibilities
in achieving the vision.

Lim also reminded them that it
is a full-time job and they are

expected to serve the people.
The allowances for the coun-
cillors had been increased in re-
cent years. ““Your job is to support
the assemblymembers in their
tasks. Integrity is a priority. With
your allocations, spend wisely for

New heads ready to shape city

THE Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) held
its first council meeting for 2015 on Jan 15 at the
Town Hall.

A list of the new Standing Committee alternate
chairmen and members were also released to mem-
bers of the press.

Buletin Mutiara spoke to two newly appointed
Standing Committee alternate chairmen, namely
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan Chik, 49, and Felix Ooi
Keat Hin 40. Bakhtiar is the Standing Committee
alternate chairman for Infrastructure and Transport
while Ooi helms the Planning and Development
committee.

“I am new to this Infrastructure and Transport
Committee but I will study the overall structure and
the area which the committee covers. From there, I
will make an improvement on the overall perfor-
mance of the previous years.

“The most important thing is for the team to work
together and our ultimate objective is to ease traffic
problems faced by the people,” Bakthiar said.

Bakhtiar, a former student of Penang Free School,
has extensive experience in the human resources
field and worked in several multinational companies.

He was the Member of Parliament candidate for
Balik Pulau in the last general election.

“We will be having a retreat soon where all the
councillors will work out the objectives that we can
agree on and see what we can achieve in 2015.

“One of the strategic planning is to see what the
state is doing and what the people want. Normally,
ratepayers judge the performance of the council
based on two things - waste management and traffic.

“I understand the challenges ahead but ready to
handle them,” he added.

Meanwhile, Ooi was reappointed as a councillor
after taking a one and half year break.

An architect by profession, Ooi is excited to helm

Ooi (left) and Bakhtiar provide fresh energy and
professional expertise to move Penang forward.

the Planning and Development Standing Committe
as the alternate chairman.

“This is a very important committee as we have
a role in shaping the city. Now that the MPPP is
going to achieve city status as the Penang City
Council, we have to present Penang to the world,
not only in development but also in various fields
including arts and coordination of the city. We want
the world to see what Penang is all about,” he said.

“Itis great that I have taken a one and a half year
break as I was able to sit back and take a look at how
we can bring Penang forward in the next 50 years.

“I used the time to travel and am excited to be
part of this team. Some of the cities like Melbourne
and Vancouver provide some good examples of a
liveable and sustainable city which we hope to shape
Penang into.

“I have the experience and with this fresh new
energy, I am ready to help Penang with my exper-
tise!”” he added.

the rakyat. Don’t spend for the
sake of spending and anyone who
cannot account for the spending
will be sacked,” he warned.
Meanwhile, exco member for
Local Government, Traffic Man-
agement and Flood Mitigation

bule
.
[ ]
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Chow Kon Yeow gave a gentle
reminder.

“Leadership and ownership are
very important. If you can engage
the people, things will be done.
Focus also on the smaller issues
as these can give big results.
Know your people, work for
them. Work together with the
people to transform the city,” he
said.

MPPP also extended the ser-
vice of retired secretary Ang Aing
Thye and soon to retirce MPPP
chief Datuk Patahiyah Ismail for
another one year.

“Both Ang and Patahiyah have
done a great job for the council.
With Penang soon to become a
city, we shall have to continue to
rely on them during this transition
of MPPP to become MBPP (Ma-
jlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang or
Penang City Council),” he said.

New councillors out to make a mark

SEVERAL new
and old faces
were spotted at
the councillors’
swearing-in cere-
mony of Penang
Island Municipal
Council on Jan 8.

Buletin Muti-
ara’s Chan Lilian
zoomed in on
newly-appointed
councillors Syer-
leena Abdul
Rashid, 34, and
Mohamed Yusoff
Mohamed Noor,

50.

Mohamad Yu-
soff was formerly
a councillor but had taken a
break for a year.

Now, back as a non-govern-
mental organisation representa-
tive, he shared with Buletin how
he looks forward to focus on the
welfare of the people.

“I hope to play the role of
check and balance in the council
as I am very vocal. My aim is to
improve the welfare of the peo-
ple and ensure that problems of
the rakyat are brought to the
council’s attention and action.”

Syerleena looks forward to
serve the community and hope
her presence will encourage
more women to take on leader-

ship roles.

“This is my first term and |
still have a lot of learning to do.
My background in tourism de-
velopment and planning studies
will definitely come in handy,”
she said.

“I want to make Penang a
safer place to live in. Ensuring
public safety, especially women
and children, is also an impor-
tant factor often highlighted in
tourism.

“With Penang being a popu-
lar tourist destination, we need
to maintain that reputation. It
can only be beneficial for eve-
ryone at the end of the day.”
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MPSP aims to achieve its Focus

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamed

THE Seberang Perai Municipal Coun-
cil (MPSP) is set to realise its Focus
MPSP 2015.

The nine-point focus outlines clean-
liness, safety and traffic, law enforce-
ment, flood mitigation, public infra-
structure, community involvement,
capacity build-up, physical strengthen-
ing and work process expertise.

“Focus MPSP 2015 is the continua-
tion of Focus MPSP 2014. A total of 44
programmes and 129 activities have
been planned for execution this year,”
MPSP president Datuk Maimunah
Shariff said in her speech during the
oath-taking ceremony of councillors for
the 2015 term.

Also present were Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, Deputy Chief Minister
1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon, Deputy
Chief Minister 11 Prof. Dr P. Ra-
masamy, Exco for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow and Penang Is-
land Municipal Council (MPPP) secre-
tary Ang Aing Thye.

Maimunah said in 2014 MPSP was
recognised for its achievements.

Lim (seated, centre) and Maimunah (seated, ninth from left) in a group photograph

with the councillors for the 2015 term.

Among those the council received at
the end of 2014 were notably the cer-
tification of ISO 5000:2011 (EnMS) in
efforts to reduce electricity cost which
is getting higher.

“Following the 5S audit exercises
carried out on Dec 3,2014, MPSP was
accorded the 5S /QEMS (Quality En-
vironment Management System) cer-
tificate,” she added.

“The practice of 5S will help to build
character and positive discipline of
workers alongside an increase of pro-
ductivity and work quality through an

effective and cost effective system.

“In line with this new certification,
MPSP will launch a new letterhead,”
she added.

“2015 is a challenging year for
MPSP. We will all work hand in hand
as a team to give excellent service to
the community.”

Lim hoped the appointment of
MPSP councillors for the 2015 term
will facilitate the council to make
decision considering the views of the
community.

Meanwhile, six new faces were

Private sector urged to help upgrade public parks

among the 24 sworn in for the 2015
term in Bandar Perda, Bukit Mertajam.
They are communication executive
Siti Nur Shazreen Mohd Jilani, 31, and
Bagan Dalam village development and
security committee (JKKK) chairman
A.Tiagarajen, (both DAP appointees);
traffic safety officer Zaini Awang, 54,
businessman Amir Md Ghazali, 43, and
clerk Mohd Sharmizan Mohamad Nor,
33 (PKR); and landscape and heritage
negotiator Dahalan Fazil, 57 (PAS).

The six replaced Rezal Huzairi Md
Zaki, Ahmad Kaswan Kassim, S.M.
Chandrasekaran, Abdul Jalil Che Ros,
Chong Pei Pei and Zulkiefly Saad.

The 18 councillors retained are
Omar Hassan, Ong Eu Leong, Ho Leng
Hong, Shafigah Shoba Abdullah, Mohd
Rizal Abd Hamid, Rajasegar Govin-
dasamy, Zulkifli Ibrahim, P. David
Marshel, H’ng Mooi Lye, Loh Joo
Huat, Mohamad Shaipol Ismail, M.
Satees, Tan Chee Teong, Tan Cheong
Heng, Tan Chong Hee, Tiun Ting Ta,
Wong Chee Keet and Ahmad Tarmizi
Abdullah.

The 24-man team comprises 10 rep-
resenting DAP, nine PKR representa-
tives, two from PAS and three repre-
senting NGOs.

PIHEC returns with more features

THE Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council (MPSP) hopes
private organisations, through
their corporate social respon-
sibilities (CSR) programmes,
will help upgrade public parks
on the mainland.

Its president, Datuk Mai-
munah Shariff, said from the
total of 66 games courts in
Seberang Perai, 32 were
maintained by the council,
including six badminton
courts, 11 sepak takraw
courts, 13 basketball courts
and one tennis and volleyball
court each.

The total cost to repair
these facilities amounted to
RM126, 417 .48.

“To upgrade the basketball
and sepak takraw courts at
Taman Berjaya cost
RM25,000. The council also
intends to hold an aerobic
session on the last Sunday of
every month,” she said during
the ground-breaking cum
covered basketball and sepak
takraw court official opening
at Taman Berjaya in Nibong

Basketball players testing out the covered basketball court at

Taman Berjaya.

Tebal on Jan 3.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng officiated the function.
Also present were Nibong
Tebal MP Datuk Mansor Oth-
man and MPSP secretary
Rozali Mohamud.

A total of RM200,000 was
spent to construct the covered
basketball and sepak takraw
court.

Work started on Jan 15,
2014 and completed end of
March, 2014.

Jawi assemblymember
Soon Lip Chee has allocated

RM13,000 from his constitu-
ency funds to upgrade the
flooring of the sepak takraw
court, while MPSP has con-
tributed RM25,000 towards
the upgrading of the basket-
ball court.

Meanwhile, the upgrading
works for the Taman Berjaya
open field measuring 100
metres by 90 metres which
started on Jan 3, this year is
expected to be completed by
early April.

The upgrading is expected
to cost RM200,000.

A HUGE crowd is expected at the
upcoming Penang International
Halal Expo & Conference (PIHEC)
2015 at the SPICE Arena from Jan
30—Feb 1.

From manufacturers to ordinary
users, the expo aims to act as a
one-stop centre for Asia and Eu-
rope to introduce market trends and
develop the halal supply chain
across the region.

“More than 300 booths have
been confirmed with Japan coming
in for the first time,” said Datuk
Abdul Malik Abul Kassim, state
exco for Religious Affairs, Domes-
tic Trade and Consumer Affairs in
a press conference on Jan 15.

Organised by the state halal
agency, Halal Penang, for the sixth
time, a variety of halal products
ranging from food to pharmaceu-
ticals, financial services and ap-
parel plus cultural performances
will be on show.

This year, the World Curry
Festival which originated in Brad-
ford, United Kingdom, is set to
steal the limelight as celebrity
chefs show off their skills in the
“World Curry Theatre” and “World

Street Food™ session.

Abdul Malik added that it is the
first time the “World Curry Festi-
val” is being held outside Bradford.

Meanwhile, the International
Trade and Industry Ministry
(MITI), Malaysia External Trade
Development Corporation (Mat-
rade), Northern Corridor Imple-
mentation Authority (NCIA),
Perak Muslim Halal Entrepreneurs
and Majlis Amanah Rakyat (Mara)
will also be involved in this expo.

Themed “Halal Investment —
Towards A Halal Economy”, the
halal conference will take place in
Eastin Hotel Penang on Jan 31
from 8am-Spm.

It will focus on potential and
opportunities in the halal food in-
dustry targeting the banking sector,
trade unions and business com-
munities.

Don’t miss the chance to dis-
cover various halal products espe-
cially from countries like Japan,
Pakistan, Algeria and UAE besides
the fun-filled programmes.

For details, log on to www.ha-
lalpenang.com or email pihec@
halalpenang.com.
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Story and pix by
Mark James

THERE are a lot of people who
are in love with chocolate and it
really makes you wonder why it
has taken this long for a chocolate
café to be opened in Penang.

Chocolate Passion is the first
of such cafes which boasts of
offering delicious and quality
hand-made chocolates, a wide
variety of chocolate desserts,
signature chocolate drinks and
freshly roasted coffee beans to
kick-start and keep you buzzed
the entire day.

There are currently three out-
lets in Penang, one in Burmah
Road, Gurney Paragon and Au-
tocity but to avoid the crowd and
weekend jam, we paid a visit on f
a weekday to the Burmah Road \ ‘ ‘
outlet, directly opposite the Ma- /
laysian Buddhist Association
building.

Walking in to any of their
outlets you will notice a very
clean and fresh ambience accom-
panied with simplistic yet mod-
ern interior design and the next
thing you might notice is a glass
case with an array of over 40
hand-made chocolates of all col-
ours and sizes - ranging from
white to dark chocolate, from
fruity to savory.

After a good 15 minutes trying
to decide on what felt like an in-
numerable display of chocolate
dishes, we decided to go with
their signature recommendation;
a Passion Molten Cake, Coco-
Misu and one of their best sellers,
the Chocolate Bomb.

Personally I do not take a lot
of sugar or sweet delicacies but
for the Passion Molten Cake, I
just had to make that one excep-
tion.

The molten cake is as it should be; a firm near crusty
exterior with a rich, warm and creamy centre.

It comes paired with a scoop of chocolate ice cream
and assorted kiwi and strawberry slices.

The perfect blend of cold and warm chocolate ap-
plication in this dish is somehow very comforting and
would make any chocolate enthusiast or casual café
goer feel deeply satisfied.

Next came the Coco-Misu. Tiramisu ladies fingers,
chocolate ice cream and a shot of espresso.

Three simple ingredients created a very complex
dessert but I daresay Chocolate Passion managed to find
the sweet spot of balancing the espresso’s bitterness,
sweetness of the chocolate and robust flavors of the
tiramisu.

At this point, one will start to wonder how much
more chocolate can a person indulge in one go.

That relief came in the form of the Chocolate Bomb.

Despite its intimidating name, it is a rather fun
dessert.

Comprising vanilla ice cream encased in a layer of

D1ellc

Pour the hot melted chocolate on the chocolate ball to reveal a sweet surprise.

thin chocolate sphere, the “bomb” part happens when
you pour a shot of melted chocolate on the ball reveal-
ing its rich creamy vanilla content.

It is definitely a dessert to be shared with your sig-
nificant other or a friend as it comes with a generous
helping of strawberries, kiwi and homemade crumble
biscuit.

The freshness and tanginess of the fruits really does
take the edge off the chocolate overindulgence.

As an extra pointer, Chocolate Passion also offers a
wide range of chocolate gift boxes, wedding favours
and corporate gifts, all fully customisable for your re-
quirements.

If gift giving is a headache for you, what is more
universally accepted and loved than some good old
fashioned chocolate?

Having only sampled three highly recommended
dessert dishes, we can safely say we skimmed the sur-
face of this chocolate enthusiasts’ paradise and it is for
certain we will be back for more.

For more information, call 04-2189215.
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Making a choice from 40 different handmade chocolate flavours is not going to be easy.

A perfectly prepared molten cake with a side of choco-
late ice cream is our personal favourite.

The Coco-Misu, a combination of tiramisu, ice cream
and a shot of espresso



Story and pix by Mark
James

THE KAKI LIMA short
film competition is back
this year with an even
larger participation pool of
80 films submitted, mak-
ing it a lot harder for the
panel of judges to choose
this year’s winner.

“Last year when we
launched the film competi-
tion for the first time, we
got huge support from the
public, especially the
youth. This year, the re-
sponse is so overwhelming
and the quality of the films
submitted is pristine,” said
Lim Chooi Ping, general
manager of George Town
World Heritage Incorpo-
rated (GTWHI).

“It is the quality of the
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KAKI LIMA 2015 is back

films and enthusiasm of
the people that drove us to
organise this year’s film
competition,” she said.

Among the objectives
of the event is to create
awareness among the pub-
lic about the rich heritage
and culture of George
Town and to promote her-
itage conservation whilst
achieving an international
and sustainable city.

This year, the KAKI
LIMA theme is “Khazanah
Citarasa” or “Treasures of
Taste” which celebrates
the unique cuisine that
Penang offers to the world.

It is also closely tied
with festivities in which
both elements are very
dear to George Town and
Penang

“Penang cuisine can be

the crowning jewel of
Penang’s heritage and each
culture has its unique fes-
tivities closely tied to food.
Food is not merely for the
tongue but is also a way to
enrich and bring commu-
nities closer,” Lim said.

“The state government
recognises that cultural
heritage is an important
element in the social con-
struction and economy of
Penang. It helps build our
identities, faith and
uniqueness that cannot be
found elsewhere,” said
Chow Kon Yeow, state
exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation.

“In George Town, this
culture is well displayed
with various races living
alongside each other with
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nothing but respect for
each other’s culture. Itis a
uniqueness we should be
proud of and hope the
participants can capture
this on their cameras.”

Besides the opportunity
to place George Town on
the world stage again, this
year’s prizes have also
been bigger and more at-
tractive with prizes worth
RM43,000 and cash prizes
of RM 17,000 up for grabs.

Deadline for entries is
May 14 at 4pm and win-
ners will be announced on
July 7, which will also be
one of the highlights of the
George Town Festival
2015.

For further details and
entry opportunities, visit
www.facebook.com/kak-
ilimashortfilm.

16 film-makers make Tropfest SEA 2015 cut

FOUR Malaysians are among
the top 16 young film-makers
in the running to win the Trop-
fest South East Asia 2015
short film festival.

They will be up against five
participants each from Cam-
bodia and the Philippines, one
from Singapore and one from
Vietnam.

Tropfest SEA, the newest
addition to the world’s largest
short film festival, revealed
the top 16 on Jan 8 in the run-
ning to take home the Tropfest
SEA trophy and a cash prize
of a whopping US$12,000 on
Feb 1.

The cash prize, however, is
not the most attractive prize as
the winner will also experi-
ence the opportunity of a
lifetime of a five-day industry
immersion trip to Los Angeles
sponsored by the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America.

“This year is a little differ-
ent. Although we have fewer
entries, the quality of the films
has risen. We also will have 30
international delegates from
the film industry which tells
us that there is more interest
in our Southeast Asian film-
makers,” said festival manag-

ing director Joe Sidek during
a press conference at Hin Bus
Depot Art Centre.

Joe said that Tropfest is
dedicated to providing a plat-
form for those stories that
might otherwise be left untold.

“It is an honour to have so
many talented directors enter-
ing Tropfest SEA, and it is a
true privilege to be building
this stepping stone to the film-
makers of tomorrow.”

Joe was particularly taken by
the talent coming out of Cam-
bodia, a country with a lack of
film schools but still producing
talented film-makers.

“If the Cambodian youth
can make it, why can’t other
aspiring film-makers from
developed countries like Ma-
laysia do well too?” Joe asked.

“This is a bridge for the
youth to be inspired. Before
they can go to Hollywood, we
need to have a strong connec-
tion here and a strong indus-
try.”

Joe would like to see the
future of Tropfest SEA to be
rebranded as Tropfest Asean
as he told the Asean Secre-
tariat’s cultural and informa-
tion division head Nguyen

Joe (centre) with the top 16 Tropfest SEA finalists ready to pull the

public’s emotional strings with their short films.

Ky-Anh who was supportive
of promoting the work of
young film-makers in the
region.

When asked about the fu-
ture of Tropfest, the festival
director says he hopes to be
able to keep it in Penang
where he says the vibe and
uniqueness of George Town is
something unable to be found
anywhere else in Malaysia.

“We’ve been approached to
bring Tropfest to Kuala
Lumpur or Sarawak but we

really want to keep it here in
Penang. Perhaps it is the con-
sciousness of its people who
take ownership of the state.
We are very involved and pas-
sionate about our culture,” he
said.

Kicking off the festival will
be a two-day film showcase on
Jan 28 and Jan 29 open to the
public where free films from
Southeast Asia will be
screened to the public at the
Hin Bus Depot Art Centre
from 6pm to 10pm.

OnJan 31, an official forum
will be held at Hotel Jen where
speakers including legendary
cinematographer Christopher
Doyle will be conducting a
master class.

The price for entry is RM60
and space is limited.

Tropfest SEA Festival
Night will kick off from S5pm
at the Esplanade on Feb 1
which will be the world pre-
miere of the top 16 finalists for
a crowd of thousands of inter-
national film enthusiasts
where the winners will be
announced that very night.

Joe also invites all mem-
bers of the public to be with
thousands of people not only
for the film screenings but for
the musicals, live entertain-
ment, delicious festival food
and an all-round good and
wholesome time perfect for
the family.

So be sure to keep the first
day of February free and sup-
port our home-grown film-
makers as they show their
talents to the world.

Who knows, you could be
watching the film that launch-
es the next big Hollywood
director!
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Humanitarian aid

knows no bounds

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

BUKIT Gelugor MP Ramkar-
pal Singh, in collaboration
with the three assemblymem-
bers within his constituency,
launched the Bukit Gelugor
Parliament Flood Disaster
Relief Programme on Jan 8 at
his late father’s legal firm lo-
cated along Jalan Green Hall.

With the sole aim of col-
lecting food stuff, school
items, stationery, clothes and
anything deemed useful in
helping the flood victims on
the east coast, Ramkarpal,
accompanied by Seri Delima
and Paya Terubong assembly-
members RSN Rayer and
Yeoh Soon Hin respectively,

urged members of the public
to assist and donate gener-
ously towards the cause and
not to be influenced by politi-
cal considerations.

“Everyone, especially Pen-
angites, must play their role
in this catastrophe. It is pure-
ly humanitarian in nature and
definitely not political. We
wholeheartedly invite the
public from both sides of the
divide to render assistance at
this moment of calamity,”
Ramkarpal said at the launch.

Four collection centres
have been set up at different
locations within Bukit Gelu-
gor to facilitate Penangites to
do their bit.

The operating hours of all
four centres is Monday — Fri-

day 9am to Spm and on Sat-
urday 9am to 1pm.

Air Itam assemblymember
Wong Hon Wai who’s also

Political Secretary to Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng was
not present as he had a prior
engagement.

COLLECTION CENTRES:
1) Block 313, Desa Mawar, Lintang Kg Melayu 2, 11500 Bandar Baru Air Itam, Penang.
Tel: 016-4269006 /016 4202079

2) Greenlane Heights — Market Premises
2, Lintang Gangsa, 11600 Island Park, Penang.
Tel: 017-4995345/019 4474362

L
yititiara

Ramkarpal expressing his wish for Penan-
gites to donate without political hindrance

3) No. 607 H2, Jalan Balik Pulau, 11400 Air Itam, Penang.

Tel: 04-8280926

4) 61B 1st Floor, Medan Angsana, Bandar Baru Air Itam, 11500 Ayer Itam, Penang.

Tel: 048278868
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Cycling challenge awaits in
Balik Pulau

Story and pix by Danny Ooi

COME May 2 and 3, two much-
awaited events - Balik Pulau
Explorer & Monster Climb
Challenge 2015 - will be held at
Kompleks Sukan Balik Pulau.

The Balik Pulau Explorer
will be held On May 2, from
Spm to 8pm.

This programme is sanc-
tioned by Malaysian National
Cycling Federation’s “Cycling
For All” in collaboration with
Tourism Malaysia Penang.

It is very much a family af-
fair as it represents a bicycle
outing, while taking in the
sights and observing the tradi-
tional livelihood of residents in
Balik Pulau.

The more challenging Mon-
ster Climb Challenge 2015,

which will start at 7am on May
3, is more suitable for cyclists
who need to push themselves in
the cycling arena.

“Particpants must complete
the gruelling 42km route to
obtain the finisher’s medal.
Both these events are geared to
be in line with the state motto
of ‘Cleaner, Greener and
Healthier Penang, while allow-
ing the participants to appreci-
ate the natural environment of
Balik Pulau,” exco for Youth
and Sports, Women, Family and
Community Development
Chong Eng told a press confer-
ence to announce the events at
Kompleks Sukan Balik Pulau
recently.

Also present were Cleaner
and Greener Sports & Recrea-
tion Manager Edric Beh, Pen-

Brazilian boost for FAP

JACKSEN PFerreira Tiago,
who has been credited as one
of the most influential in Indo-
nesian football history, aims to
cement his reputation by tak-
ing Penang back to its glory
days when it was one of the
powers in Malaysian football.

Jacksen, as he is known, has
a tremendous record both as a
player and as manager and was
the coach of Persipura Jayapu-
ra football club.

When asked why he had
chosen to come to Penang to
be the head coach of Penang
Football Assocation (FAP),
Jacksen said: “I like to leave
the comfort zone. The chal-

(From left) Reinaldo, Alberto, Hilton and coach Jack-

sen meeting the press at Komtar.

ang Cycling Association (PCA)
acting president Mohd Ibrahim
Marican, its deputy president
Roslan Othman and secretary
Munir Mohamed Ismail.

Chong Eng added that par-
ents should educate their chil-
dren to love mother nature and
preserve the environment.

Meanwhile, Beh said in con-
junction with the state’s initia-
tive of a “Cleaner, Greener and
Healthier Penang”, Cleaner &
Greener Sports will organise
more bicycle riding campaigns
to promote public awareness to
love the environment and create
a greener public realm.

“We encourage people to
walk, cycle or use public trans-
port instead of using the car for
short trips,” he said, adding that
some 3,000 participants are

Chong Eng (centre), Beh (right) and PCA members showing the

poster for the two events.

expected for both the Balik
Pulau Explorer & Monster
Climb Challenge 2015 events.
“At this moment, 200 partic-
pants have registered,” Beh
said.
For further information,

contact Cleaner & Greener
Sports at Lot 1-10, The Gallery,
Komplexs Perniaggan Seri
Damai, Medan Batu Lanchang
(Tel: 6-01111876238) or regis-
tration on line at penangevents.
com.my

lenge to raise Penang to the Malaysia
Super League brings me here. I am here
to build a strong football team and I be-
lieve God will lead the way. We are going
to make it!”

FAP has received RM4 million so far
with provision for more.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who is
also chairman of Penang Water Supply
Corporation (PBAPP), witnessed the
handing over of a mock cheque for RM1
million from PBAPP to FAP at Komtar
last month.

He also met the line-up of the Penang
Premier League 2015 team players.

Several imported players are in the
team like Brazilians Reinaldo Lobo, Al-
berto Da Costa, Hilton Moreira and Ko-
rean Lee Gil Hoon.

Lim gave the ultimate reminder to the
players: “There is no more excuses for
you. You should all focus on the game
and play to your best ability. You do not
have to worry about your salary as you
can see the FAP has taken care of that. So
there is nothing that should hinder your
game.”
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Orh-Chien
Curry mee Nasi
Lemak
Lor Bak Mee Sotong
Char Koay Teow
Chee Cheong Fun
Hokkien
Mee

Wantan Mee Pasembur
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