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Win-win solution for Batu Kawan

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Darwina Mohd. Daud

WITH the signing of another
deal on June 30, Batu Kawan is
poised to be a premier satellite
township.

The historic moment was
marked by the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC) and
Sime Darby, a renowned gov-
ernment-linked company (GLC)
and multinational conglomerate.

It symbolises the cooperation
and synergy between PDC and
Sime Darby to collaborate on
the development of Byram/
Changkat at Seberang Perai
Selatan into Malaysia’s premier
SME high-tech industrial park.

Tan Sri Mohd Bakke Salleh,
president and Group chief ex-
ecutive of Sime Darby Berhad
was in Komtar to witness the
signing.

Speaking to the press, he said:
“Thanks to the very strong en-
couragement given to me by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
over the past few months, we
come up to this joint venture. I
am indebted.

“First of all, for the dynamic
leadership and inspirational
words. Earlier on, we were quite
resigned to accepting the com-
pensation for the rezoning.
However, CM Lim suggested
why not we work together and
create a development that will
be the envy of Malaysia.

“Partnership is all important
between the business enterprise
and the state government. I am
proud of this occasion as it
opens a new chapter for PDC
and Sime Darby. This partner-
ship will boost the development
of the Seberang Perai area. I am
confident we will witness the
growth in the next eight years.
Itis indeed a blessing for us that

we share the same vision. This
development will have positive
spill-over effects which will

Salient points of the MOU

Byram / Changkat Master Plan

Both parties will formulate a Master Plan that
is mutually agreed upon, with development of
industrial and mixed development. Sime Darby
will develop 929.8 acres with Small Medium
Industry and PDC will develop 4017 4 acres for
heavy/moderate/light industry, SMI and mixed
development.

Each party is responsible for the Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment (EIA) application. PDC
is responsible for the appointment of TIA consult-
ant and the cost will be shared according to the
plot ratio.

Cost Sharing

Sime Darby’s land is 929.8 acres (18.8%) and
PDC’s land is 4017 .4 acres (81.2%). Based on
the Master Plan, the cost sharing for main infra-
structure facilities will be carried out for the
following:

Roads/Bridges

Sewerage/PMU/PPU/Water Tanks

Other Utilities

Drainage Master Plan

Earthworks Plan

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA)

benefit Penang as a whole.

“More importantly, it will
provide more jobs for the local
population where new skill sets
will be developed.”

Lim welcomed Sime-Dar-
by’s business entourage and
briefed them on the dynamic
growth of Penang.

“Sime Darby’s plans for de-
veloping the land for SMEs is
very much in line with the state
government’s aspirations to
enhance this sector. The invest-

Lim (left) exchanging souvenirs with Mohd. Bakke after the signing ceremony.

ment by Sime Darby into the
Sime Darby SME High-Tech
Park will see an estimated Gross
Development Value of approxi-
mately RM1.8 billion. Sime
Darby has promised that it will
be affordable to encourage the
SME sector,” Lim said.

In closing Lim said: “I am
sure both Sime Darby and PDC,
both of whom are synonymous
with excellence and high stand-
ards, will remain fully commit-
ted to maintaining their com-
petitive edge and premier posi-
tions in the implementation of
this project.”
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Why punish Penang,
Housing Ministry asked

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

“WHY punish us? Why this selective punishment? What
wrong have the developers in Penang done that we are
being punished?”

These are some of the questions and frustrations
expressed by the Real Estate and Housing Developers
Association (Rehda) Penang to the Urban Wellbeing,
Housing and Local Government Ministry.

Penang Rehda chairman Datuk Jerry Chan and exco
member Jagdeep Singh Deo held a press conference at
Komtar on June 24 to put forward these questions to
the ministry.

Jagdeep had written to the ministry’s secretary-
general Datuk Mohammad Mentek on the same day to
demand an explanation on the delay in the approval of
the advertising permit and developers licence, or APDL,
under the Housing Development (Control and Licens-
ing) Act 1966.

“The Member of Parliament for Bagan, who is also
Chief Minister, Lim Guan Eng had put forward the
written question in Parliament on April 6 regarding the

status of the applications.

“We were told that out of 48 applications from Pen-
ang between August 2014 and February 2015, only 18
were approved. Previously, these APDL applications
were approved within two weeks. If rejected, the min-
istry will provide the reason for rejection. Now, they
have delayed the approval for more than half a year.
When we pushed them, they asked us to wait till after
Chinese New Year. Then, when we followed up, they
asked us to wait till after Raya,” Jagdeep explained to
the press in exasperation.

“As alastresort, I have today written to the secretary-
general and given them 14 days to explain. We want to
know what is happening. Otherwise, we shall have to
explore what further action to take. The state will con-
template if legally they can take any action. At the same
time, the developers too can pursue the matter,” Jagdeep
said.

Meanwhile, Chan, a developer himself, posed sev-
eral questions to the ministry.

“Thousands of units of homes are held up. This is
not about business but about people’s lives being af-
fected by the delay. Why is this blanket treatment given

ptiara

he
Chan posing several questions to the Ministry at the
press conference.

to developers in Penang only? Some developers submit-
ted their application for the permit and licence in Octo-
ber 2014. Previously, it took only two weeks,” Chan
said.

“This is an act of sabotage to the country’s eco-
nomic growth. We, the developers, pay our taxes to the
federal government. Yet, the delay is selective, only
Penang projects are delayed. So many industries and
people are impacted. Is this the way to run a ministry?
Is this the righteous thing to do? Have you no fear before
God? Why punish the people who have no quarrel with
you? Why are you treating the developers this way?”
he said in frustration.

Optimus Prime in town!

GOOD news for Trans-
formers’ fans.

An outdoor Trans-
formers exhibition with
Laser Light and Sound
will be held at the Espla-
nade from July 10 to Sep
17.

This is Southeast
Asia’s first ever outdoor
exhibition and Penan-
gites are truly lucky to
be able to enjoy this at-
traction free of charge.

Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng described it as
a gift from the state as
this will be held during
the Hari Raya celebra-
tions.

friends to roll out at the

Esplanade and be amazed by gigantic displays of quickly grabbed a photo with the mock-up unit.
“Wow, looks like we already have a Trans-
former fan here,” Lim joked.
So, mark your calendar for July 10 for the
launch.
The exhibition is open from Monday to Friday
Penang mayor Datuk Patahiyah Ismail were at from 12pm till midnight and on weekends from

Optimus Prime and Bumblebee,” he said in a
press conference at Komtar on July 1.
The Penang Global Tourism (PGT) and Penang
Island City Council are the supporting partners.
PGT chief executive officer Ooi Chok Yan and

“Get your family and Ooi (left) and Patahiyah Ioo.ki

(L - |

ng at the design of the autobots.

the press conference together with the state exco  9am till midnight.

members.

Laser light and sound effects begin at 7.30pm

Even state exco Jagdeep Singh was thrilled and  daily.

Banks should
relax loan conditions

BANKS have been urged to relax conditions imposed
on loan applicants for low-cost, low-medium cost and
affordable housing in the state.

Exco for Town, Country Planning and Housing
Jagdeep Singh Deo said the banks should not be unduly
worried over defaults as security is already in the hous-
ing unit itself.

He added that the argument that this group of appli-
cants fall under the risky category does not make sense.

“The state government and private sector have been
working very hard to come up with affordable housing.

“However, if the applicants are denied a loan, all our
efforts will be fruitless,” he said after a press briefing in
Komtar on FIABCI — Penang International Property
Expo Roundtable Property Conference on June 25.

The FIABCI — Penang International Property Expo
Roundtable Property Conference will be held at on Aug
7.

Classifying the loan rejection rate for the above-
mentioned housing in Penang as alarming, Jagdeep said
there should be a preferential package for these buyers.

He said the rejection rate for low-cost and low-medi-
um cost stood at about 70% and about 40% for afford-
able housing.

Quoting an example, he said: “A person applying for
a loan to buy an affordable house and another person
who drives a Rolls-Royce and applies for a loan to buy
a mansion, should not be subjected to the same rule by
the bank.

“This is unacceptable. We will look into ways to solve
this issue after the FIABCI — PIP Roundtable Property
Conference,” he said.
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In remembrance of Kar

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

GONE but not forgotten.

Though former Bukit Gelugor MP
the late Karpal Singh is no longer here,
he is fondly remembered not only by
his own family but by everyone
around.

Aresident of the Little Sisters of the
Poor who wished to be identified as
Philomena recalled Karpal’s kindness
and how he used to help the people.
She was overwhelmed with sadness
when she talked about Karpal but her
face brightened up again when she met
Jagdeep Singh Deo, Karpal’s eldest
son.

“He was only a young man when I
first saw him (Jagdeep). My husband
used to be a strong supporter of Karpal

and we have known Karpal for over 20
years. Jagdeep looks so much like his
father,” Philomena, 73, told Buletin
Mutiara.

Jagdeep and his family had feted the
66 residents of Little Sisters of the
Poor to a lunch of tomato rice, curries,
cakes, ice-cream and other desserts on
June 28.

“It would have been my dad’s 75th
birthday today and as a family we
decided to carry on the tradition of
coming to Little Sisters of the Poor.
My dad used to come here on his birth-
days,” Jagdeep said.

The Catholic nuns offered a prayer
and blessings and Karpal’s grandchil-
dren sang a birthday song with the
residents before they cut the cake.

Karpal was killed in a car accident
on April 17,2014.

L
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Governor’s official
birthday postponed

Farizan speaking to the press.

PENANG State Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan Darus an-
nounced on July 1 that the Penang Governor’s official
birthday celebration which falls on July 11 will be cel-
ebrated at the end of September.

Since the birthday falls during the month of Ramadan,
all official celebrations and award ceremonies will be
carried out later.

However, on July 10, an early celebration will be held
with a Thanksgiving prayer (Bacaan Yassin dan doa
selamat) and also a breaking of fast (buka puasa) event
at the official opening of Masjid Timah in Permatang
Pauh, Central Seberang Perai at 5.30pm.

FOLLOWING the announce-
ment of PBAPP’s sponsorship of
RM6 million to the state football
team, the opposition party Gera-
kan made wild claims that the
money could be better spent in
subsidising consumers.

This caused Jaseni Maidinsa,
chief executive officer of PBA
Holdings Bhd (PBAHB) and
Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau
Pinang Sdn Bhd (PBAPP), to
point out that PBAPP is already
subsidising water rates up to
RM?75 million.

“PBAPP provided a total sub-
sidy of RM74.77 million for all
domestic water consumers in

Penang in 2014. This subsidy is
automatically given to all
484,118 domestic water consum-
ers,” Jaseni said in a statement
on June 24.

“Every household in Penang
is being subsidised for domestic
consumption of the first 35,000
litres per month,” he added.

He pointed out Penang has the
most people-friendly domestic
tariffs in Malaysia at RM0.32 per
1,000 litres for the first 35,000
litres per month.

In other words, PBAPP is
“sponsoring” domestic water
supply in Penang so that 1.65
million people can enjoy people-

pal

Residents of the Little Sisters of the Poor saying a prayer for Karpal and blessings
for his family before their meals.

Water tariff subsidised up to RM7S5 million

friendly tariffs.

“Meanwhile, in 2014/2015,
PBAPP provided sponsorship of
RM6 million to the Football As-
sociation of Penang (FAP). In
comparison, the domestic water
subsidy in 2014 was about 12.5
times higher at RM74.77 mil-
lion.

“As such, there should be no
doubt that PBAPP is ‘giving’
much more to all Penang house-
holds than to the FAP. Moreover,
it is PBAPP’s corporate respon-
sibility to support the growth of
sports and the promotion of
healthy lifestyles in Penang,” he
said.
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No.1, Jalan Relau, Balik Pulau.

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit Kewarganegaraan No. Telefon

1. | Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 04 - 262 1107
Tingkat 3, KOMTAR.

2. | Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549

3. | K. Ketenasamy

Seberang Perai Utara

Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU,
Bertam Kepala Batas.

012 - 488 1553

4. | P. Rachenamorty

Seberang Perai Tengah

019 - 457 2271

5. | R. Gunalan

Seberang Perai Selatan
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Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS,
14200, Jawi.

011 - 2666 6901

Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
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Luxury on the open seas

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

THE sheer size of it was
already a spectacle that
can hardly be missed,
not to mention the lux-
ury within, the state-of-
the-art gadgets and fea-
tures and most of all, a =
miniature “Eye of Lon- &
don” on-board which
offers not only a 360
degree panoramic view
of Swettenham Pier and
Georgetown City but §

anywhere else depend-
ing on where the ship |
happens to be — sailing
or at dock.

The second largest
cruise ship in the world - 300 feet above sea level.
at 1,141 feet long and
136 feet wide, the Quan-
tum of the Seas is the epitome of
class and luxurious living for |
those with a passion for travelling
around the world by ship.

And for those who love nothing
but the open skies and vast ocean,
the ship is your floating platform
for achieving recreational ecstasy
of bliss.

Hence, the excitement in the air
was obvious and the curiosity
deeply intense when members of
the state administration and the &
media were invited on-board and |
given a guided tour.

The cruise ship made its maid-

Vlewmg the recreatlonal deck on the ship from the North Star which ascends to

en call to Penang on June 10 from Upon entering this miniature ‘Eye of London’, one gets a breathtaking

Dubai en route to Singapore.

Leading an entourage of gov-
ernment officers, key players in the tourism industry and
journalists to tour the ship were Penang Deputy Chief
Minister I Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon and state exco
member for Tourism Development and Culture Danny
Law Heng Kiang.

Law, who gave a speech on behalf of Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, mentioned the importance of cruise
tourism as an impetus for boosting the tourism sector
of the state.

“Cruise tourism has become a very important sector
in Penang. Last year we received over 1.2 million pas-
sengers through various local and international cruises.
The number of cruises in 2014 was 2,120 ships com-
pared to 1,944 in 2013 which was a 9% increase. I am
glad that Quantum of the Seas has decided to pick
Penang as one of its ports of call and be part of our cruise
tourism industry,” said Law.

Members of the entourage were divided into different
groups and taken around the cruise ship on a guided tour
which lasted around half an hour.

The most notable feature was the North Star which
had earlier been described as a miniature “Eye of Lon-

360-degree panoramic view of the surroundmg area.

don” on the ship.

The North Star ascends over 300 ft above sea level
for a breathtaking 360-degree view of the ocean, the
ship itself and the exciting and at times unfamiliar des-
tination where the ship happens to be.

Apart from that, for those who love great heights and
the joy of flying, the “Ripcord By iFly” was a skydiving
simulator which allowed one to experience the exhilara-
tion of flying or sky diving without having to leave the
ship.

The state-of-the-art Bionic Bar brought with it a new
meaning and experience of having your favourite drink
prepared or stirred not by a person but a robotic som-
melier which reminded the writer of Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger’s Terminator movie series.

With laser precision, robotic arms worked in perfect
synchronisation in assembling beverages designed to
energise and enthrall the thirsty patron.

Law summed it up best when he said this in his
speech: “We are indeed proud to have a modern and
technologically advanced cruise ship berthed in Pen-
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AROUND TOWN

GANDHI CENTRE

LEARN about the life of Mahatma Gandhi dur-
ing the exhibition at World peace Cafe by Gandhi
Ashram, Hindu Mahajana Sangam in Jalan Ke-
bun Bunga. It will be open every Sunday from
10am to 1pm. For details, visit www. Penang-
gandhipeacecentre.blogspot.com.

CITY HISTORY

VISIT the Penang Island City Council’s exhibi-
tion on its history at the Dewan Bandaraya in
Padang Kota Lama. The exhibition is open daily
to the public from 9am to Spm. Admission is free.

RECRUITMENT DRIVE

PENANG Philharmonic is holding an audition
to recruit new members for the Penang Philhar-
monic Jazz Orchestra. For details, contact
Ramesh at 04-2622462/012-4854733 or e-mail
admin@penangphilharmonic.org.

QI GONG CLASS

THE ZhiRen Wellness Centre in Sungai Ara will
be holding a free beginners’ class on gi gong
every Saturday from 10am to 11.30am (in Chi-
nese) and 2pm to 3.30pm (in English) at 4F-3,
Tingkat Kenari, Desaria, Bayan lepas. There will
be a RM35 processing fee that comes with a T-
shirt. Seats are limited. Details, call Anthony at
019-4093650.

FREE COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
TAMAN Sri Nibong Residents’ Association has
free community activities for all Penangites.
There are free classes in line dancing, aerobics,
English for adults, strum & sing guitar and ping-
pong. Contact the respective persons-in-charge
in the link below if you are interested to join any
of these activities.

(Link: https://tsnra.wordpress.com/ra-activities/
activitiestimetable/)

COUNSELLING

HELPA4U, an initiative of the Penang Education
Council, provides confidential, anonymous and
free email counselling for young people aged
between 13 and 25 who need help on issues re-
lated to their studies, family, relationships and
others. For more information, visit www.help4u.
org.my or call 04-2273384 (weekdays 1.30pm
to 5.30pm).

COMMUNITY SERVICE
COMMUNITY AIDS Service Penang is provid-
ing free HIV confidential counselling and testing
at its office in Bukit Mertajam. Testing is avail-
able during office hours from Mondays to Fri-
days. Call 04-5399510/5398510 for an appoint-
ment.

MARTIAL ARTS CLASS

YMCA Penang is conducting wing chun martial
arts class on Fridays from 7.15pm to 8.15pm.
For details, call 04-2288211 or 012-4838411.



Durian feast in heart of George Town
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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Darwina Mohd. Daud

BALIK Pulau durians are one
of the most sought after durians
in the world. Penangites are
blessed because this year the
prices of durians are relatively
cheaper due to a bountiful har-
vest and the clash of the season
with the fasting month.

“Prices are cheaper by 30%
this year. Now is the best time
to enjoy durians because the
fruits are the tastiest during
peak seasons. Quickly enjoy
them before the harvest re-
duces and prices go up again by
middle of July,” suggested
durian plantation owner Ah
Wong of 81 Balik Pulau Durian
plantation.

The most expensive durian
this year is the Black Thorn or
or-chi which costs more than the
famous Musang King.

Or-chi earned the title as the
king of the king of fruits be-
cause of the milky, creamy flesh
which is orange in colour.

But, as always, durian
connoisseurs may disagree
as to which durian is the best
as everyone has their own
preference.

Exco member Chow Kon
Yeow treated the Penang media
members to a feast of durians,
cempedak and nutmeg juice at
the Yap Kongsi on June 16.

He also launched the Pesta
Durian from Balik Pulau organ-
ised by the JKKK Jalan Trans-

fer/Argyll
on June 20.

“Al -
though
driving to
scenic Balik
Pulau to
have duri-
ans and
other fruits
is an experi-
ence, we
feel it is _
good to #
bring the
Balik Pulau
durians to
George Town as some people
may not have the time to travel.
These stalls will also cater to the
tourists as they can conveni-
ently drop by to enjoy the best
durians. Thanks to the initiative
of the JKKK Jalan Transfer/
Argyll, the durian plantation
owners applied for special per-
mit from Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and are able to
trade here until end of July,”
Chow told members of the
press.

The durian stalls are located
opposite the Tune Hotel along
Jalan Burmah and open till late
night.

Grab the best durians now
before the season is over.

The island and mainland
have plenty of durian stalls now.

The Nibong Tebal Durian
Festival on the mainland has
plenty of branded durians to
offer too.

Chow (third from left) treating Buletin M
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utiara staff to the king of fruits.

Thorny fame for Nibong Tebal

FOR the first time, the Penang
state government has organ-
ised a Nibong Tebal Durian
Festival.

Located next to the Shell
station at Bukit Panchor, Nib-
ong Tebal, the one-month fes-
tival began on July 1 and is
open from 11am to 8pm.

Jawi assemblymember Soon
Lip Chee, who invited Penang
state exco Law Heng Kiang for
the launch, proudly informed
everyone that the famous Black
Thorn or Or-chi durian which
emerged champion in the du-
rian competition organised by

the Agriculture Department is from South

Seberang Perai (SPS).

“SPS is now a booming tourism spot on the
mainland. With the convenience of the second
Penang Bridge (Jambatan Sultan Abdul Halim

Soon (third from left) and Law (right) showing some of
the durians that emerged champions in the king of fruits
contest.

Muad’zam Shah Bridge), several tourist at-
tractions are easily accessible. Amongst oth-
ers, firefly watching, fish farms in Sungai
Udang and delicious seafood restaurants have
attracted a lot of locals and foreign tourists,”
Soon said.
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Date : 1st to 31st July. 11am - 8pm, Daily

Venue: 3779, MK 11, 14300 Nibong Tebal
( Beside Shell Petro Bukit Panchor )

BEAMNESHN £ shell BI85 5 18
H/P: 011 - 3602 0202 ( Ms Low )

Anjuran : ADUN Jawi YB. Soon Lip Chee
Disokong Oleh : MMK Pelancongan Pulau Pinang

PERTANIAN



Aid for fishermen continues

THE Penang state government has kept
its promise to provide aid for fishermen
in the state in the form of distributing
fishing nets and equipment to ease their
burden.

State exco for Agriculture & Agro-
Based Industry, Rural Development and
Health Dr. Afif Bahardin said the aid is
a contribution to the fishermen as their
equipment experiences heavy wear and
tear.

“I am sure with the new Goods and
Services Tax (GST) launched last April,
a lot of pressure has been put on the
fishermen. Their produce is non-taxable
but their equipment like fishing nets and
motorboat parts are,” he said.

“The federal government should
consider reviewing the decision not to
include fish nets and other fishing equip-
ment to lighten the fishermen’s burden.
I do not think anyone but fishermen
purchase fishing nets,” he said.

Among those present were the Fish-
eries Development Authority of Malay-
sia Penang chairman Raja Khalid Raja
Ariffin; Teluk Bahang Fishermen’s
Association chairman Johari Muham-

A total of 327 fishermen from Teluk Bahang received fishing nets from the state
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government represented by Dr. Afif (centre)

mad; Penghulu Teluk Bahang Mohd.
Amin Nordin and various government
agencies’ representatives.

According to Dr. Afif, although the

gesture will not likely solve all their
woes, the state government will con-
tinue to provide and look after the wel-
fare of the 3,000 fishermen in Penang.

“We (the state government) have
allocated RM1 million every year to
provide this aid for all fishermen and
are continually finding ways to in-
crease your productivity and income
including the upgrading of the fishing
port at Pasar Bisik and planning to
establish a artificial coral reef at Pulau
Kendi to increase the fish population
there,” he said.

Pantai Acheh fisherman Thor Kang
Eng, 56, said the prawn fishing nets go
a long way for him in day to day opera-
tions.

“I have to change fishing nets once
every three months. Now with the GST,
it has got a lot more expensive. Thank-
fully I have received this aid since
2012,” he said.

Mohd Amin Nordin, 50, said that the
net he received will help increase his
income.

“With this contribution, I am happy
it will help me provide for my family
for as long as I am fit to do so,” he said.

A total of 327 fishermen from the
Teluk Bahang Fishermen‘s Association
received the fishing nets aid this year.

Traffic diversion at Bayan Lepas FIZ

FOR seven months, a stretch of road at
Lebuhraya Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu will
experience periodic closure during the
construction of special spans for the el-
evated highway across Sungai Keluang
1 in the Bayan Lepas Free Industrial
Zone (FI1Z).

The junction at Hilir Sungai Keluang
1 and Lebuhraya Kampung Jawa will be

closed from 10am to 4pm and 9pm to
5.30am on weekdays and fully closed to
traffic from Friday at 9pm to Monday at
5.30am.

State exco for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow said to ensure
public safety the 390m long road has to
be closed to traffic during off peak hours.

“We have made the application
through the Public Works Department to
the Works Ministry and once approval is
granted, we will implement the closure,”
he said.

“Traffic diversions have already been
drawn up, traffic police briefed and am-
ple signboards are ready to be placed to
help drivers to the new traffic routes,”

he said.

By: Azmin Husin

UEM Builders construction
manager Ismade Ismail said the
closure was necessary because
the special spans will be bridg-
ing across the river and the area
should be off limits when work
to assemble the 6,400 tonne
special span is being carried out.

“Once the road has been
closed, trucks will immediately
bring the special spans on site.
The first few hours are critical
to assemble and complete the
concrete filling. The first two
hours are critical for the con-
crete to set but testing takes
eight to ten hours,” he said.

“There is no margin for error
as the weight of the span is 13
times heavier than the collapsed
one during the construction of
the second Penang Bridge,”
Ismail added.

Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
engineering department deputy director
A. Rajendran said traffic diversion will
be as follows:

Vehicles travelling from George Town
and Queensbay Mall to Batu Maung and
the second Penang bridge will be di-
verted to Lebuhraya Kampung Jawi via
Jalan Sultan Azlan Shah, Hilir Sungai
Keluang 4, Hilir Sungai Keluang 2, Hilir
Sungai Keluang 1, Lintang Bayan Lepas
and back to Lebuhraya Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu near the second bridge.

For those travelling from Batu Maung
and second Penang bridge to Queensbay
Mall and George Town, they must use
Hilir Sungai Keluang 1 via Hilir Sungai
Keluang 2, Hilir Sungai Keluang 4, Jalan
Sultan Azlan Shah, and make a U-turn
at the junction of Jalan Mayang Pasir to
get back to Lebuhraya Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu.

State exco for Works, Utilities and
Transport Lim Hock Seng said the pub-
lic is encouraged to provide feedback to
either MBPP or UEM Builders and hopes
that the public will be understanding of
the inconvenience caused.

“It is better we be patient for the next
seven months than have to endure hor-
rible traffic for years to come if we do
not make this project successful,” he
said.
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Malaysia’s first Hilton branded
resort in Penang

PENANG welcomes the first Hilton
branded resort, DoubleTree Resort by
Hilton Penang, which is poised to be a
premier hotel for tourists, visitors and
the business community alike.

The globally recognised premium
hotel signed a management agreement
with Pinnacle Nexus Sdn Bhd, a mem-
ber of Cornerstone Partners, on June 16,
to open the DoubleTree Resort by Hilton
Penang in Batu Feringghi.

Expecting to open their doors as
early as the end of this year, the project
is priced at RM230 million.

Jason Chong, chief executive officer
of Cornerstone Partners said: “It is al-
ways wonderful to be in Penang. The
international appeal of Penang makes
anyone feel right at home and that is
what makes Penang the best place for
DoubleTree Resort by Hilton to come
here.”

Hilton Worldwide vice-president of

Asia Development, Guy Philips, said
the signing of the agreement with Pin-
nacle Nexus shows their confidence in
expanding in Malaysia through Penang.

“Hilton Worldwide currently operates
six hotels under the Hilton and Double-
Tree by Hilton will be the first Hilton
branded resort in Malaysia. We could
not be more proud to have it open here
in beautiful Penang,” he said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng also
shared the enthusiasm saying that busi-
ness will definitely be booming as
Penang has experienced a steady growth
of tourists year after year with the Pen-
ang airport about to reach its maximum
capacity of 6.5 million passengers.

“In the past, when you mention Pen-
ang, not many people heard of us but
now we are world famous. This is be-
cause we put an emphasis on our herit-
age, culture and art but it would not be
complete without the top class hospital-
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Lim (centre) witnessing the agreement between Cornerstone Partners
represented by Chong (second from left) and Hilton Worldwide represented by
Philips (second from right).

ity industry we have,” he said.

The resort is located at the former
Hydro Majestic hotel which is cur-
rently under major renovations and

upgrades and will feature 318 rooms,
three restaurants, a lobby car, cafe,
grand ballroom, function rooms and
recreational areas.
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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

JAGDEEP Singh had last De-
cember lamented that “PR1IMA
so-called dream homes shall
remain just as dreams”.

Jagdeep, who is exco member
for Housing and Town & Coun-
try Planning and Datuk Keramat
state assemblymember, had also
said that “PR1MA is yet an-
other empty promise made by
the Prime Minister”.

Since December 2014,
Jagdeep had held many press
conferences on the issue and had
written over 10 letters to the
federal government and PRIMA
to pursue the matter. However,
he recently expressed his shock
and huge disappointments that
the latest advertisement by PR-
1IMA on June 21 in a local daily
really confirmed that Penang has
been side-lined as there is not a
single housing project that is in
Penang.

“They are not sincere. Since

the inception
of PRIMA in
2012 and un-
til now, Pen-
ang did not
get a single |
project. Until =
now, not a
single unit of
PRIMA /!
homes has
been built,”
Jagdeep said.

Last year, |
Jagdeep had
reminded the
Prime Minis-
ter that the
promise he made just before the
13th general election of building
9,999 affordable housing units
has not materialised.

The last correspondence from
PRIMA dated May 13 to
Jagdeep was written by PRIMA
chief executive officer Datuk
Abdul Mutalib Alias.

The letter which carried a title
of “PR1IMA development of 267

TE PRIMA COMp
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say it all.
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‘We want truth on PR1MA housing’

- —

APPLICATION NOW OPEN FOR 13 PROJECTS. : »
REGISTER & APPLY NOW-AT W PRINAMT VE£hud

unit houses in Penang” stated
that PR1IMA is in the process of
finalising the details.
However, Jagdeep showed
the latest advertisement dated
June 21 and asked: “Where are
the houses? Not one single
project is in this advertisement!
In fact, none of our local coun-
cils has received any application
to build. All building plans must

Tun Sardon flats repainted

go through
the local
councils and

PRIMA

none has been
submitted!”
he added.
“Their statements are always
contradictory. What is the truth?
We want to know from PRIMA.
Don’t side-line Penang just be-
cause of politics. This is destruc-

HOMES

tive and divisive. The federal
government must take care of
the interest of Penangites too
because they pay the third high-
est taxes in the country,” Jagdeep
said.

BACK in 2013, the Penang state gov-
ernment had approved in principle the
application from the late Karpal Singh,
who was them Bukit Gelugor MP, and
Seri Delima assemblymember RSN
Rayer to repaint 26 blocks of flats at
Taman Tun Sardon.

Though Karpal is no longer here,
and his position taken by his third son
Ramkarpal Singh, the promise to paint
the flats have been fulfilled.

The repainting works commenced
in May 2014 and a sum of RM 1 million
was allocated to it.

”This has been the largest sum al-
located by the State housing depart-
ment. Twenty-two blocks were com-
pleted by end of 2014. Today, the final
phase of the remaining four blocks will
begin at a cost of RM198,000. The state
government will bear 80% of the cost
while the Seri Delima assemblymem-

ber will allocate the remaining 20% or
RM39,600,” exco member Jagdeep
Singh Deo told members of the press
during the launch of the repainting
works.

i

e [

(From left) Yusoff, Hafiz, Jagdeep, Rayer and Ramkarpal at the launch of
the repainting works.

With Jagdeep were Rayer and Ram-
karpal and Penang Island City council
(MBPP) councillor Yusoff Noor and
the chairman of Bukit Gelugor Village
Development and Security Committee

Hafiz Hafiza.

“We have continued to walk the talk
and deliver our promises to the rakyat,
which is something that cannot be said
of the federal government. The Fed-
eral government has yet to reply my
official letter dated June 19 where I
requested to be notified if it will con-
tinue the Tabung Penyelenggaraan
1Malaysia (TP1M) programme.

“It is not mentioned in the 11th Ma-
laysia Plan. There are 118 outstanding
applications by low and low-medium
cost projects in Penang under the
TP1M. The sum estimated to be allo-
cated is estimated around RM28 mil-
lion,” Jagdeep said.

Jagdeep added that Penangites de-
serve to be given allocations for such
maintenance under the TP1M as Pen-
angites proved to be the third highest
taxpayers.
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BIL NAMA PEMAJU

1. Evergreen One Dev Sdn. Bhd.
441-3A-9 Pulau Tikus Plaza
Jalan Burmah
10350 Pulau Pinang
No. Tel : 04-2283177
No. Fax : 04-2282311

Di Atas Lot 10302-10311, Mukim 6,
Jalan Pondok Upeh, Balik Pulau
Daerah Barat Daya

Pulau Pinang.

SENARAI LOT-LOT BUMIPUTERA UNTUK DIJUAL

LOKASI NAMA PROJEK

Beryl Garden

JENIS PEMAJUAN HARGA SEUNIT

Rumah Teres
3 Tingkat

RM670,000.00

POTONGAN 5%

RM636,500.00 1

BAHAGIAN PERUMAHAN, PEJABAT SETIAUSAHA KERAJAAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG.

HARGA
SELEPAS

BAKI UNIT
KUOTA
BUMIPUTERA

PEGAWAI
PERHUBUNGAN

Soo Ai Ling
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GST burden for state projects

IT is now more expensive to repaint the flats in
Penang with the imposition of the 6% Goods and
Services Tax by the federal government.

Bukit Bendera MP Zairil Khir Johari highlighted
this at a press conference on June 21 to announce
the initiative to repaint blocks A and B of the Rifle
Range flats.

“Last year’s cost to repaint one block was
RM204,000 and now with the 6% GST, it is
RM216,240 per block. We’re doing a project for
the people and yet we have to pay the federal gov-
ernment,” Zairil said.

The initiative to repaint all the nine blocks in
Rifle Range began before the 13th general election
and so far, three blocks have been repainted.

The remaining six are expected to be repainted
before the expiry of the elected representatives’
current term.

“So, the total expenses to repaint blocks A and
B inclusive of GST is RM432.480 and Kebun
Bunga assemblyman YB Cheah and myself, through
our allocations, will cover RM43,248 which is 10%
of the amount while the state government will
cover the remaining 90% which is RM389,232
through the HAPPY! programme,” Zairil added.

HAPPY! stands for the Housing Assistance for
People of Penang, Yes! which was set up by the
state government to supplement the balance of the
cost of upgrading or repairing low-cost housing by
the federal government’s TP1M programme.

Also present were state exco member for Town

Giving blocks A and B of Rifle Range a fresh
coat of paint are (from right and wearing safety
helmets) Cheah, Jagdeep, Zairil and Lee.

& Country Planning and Housing Jagdeep Singh
Deo, Kebun Bunga assemblymember Cheah Kah
Peng and Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
councillor Lee Chun Kit.

“This project is a perfect example of the federal
government’s failure to address the application of
GST in certain areas especially for state govern-
ments, not only in Penang, where services are
rendered for the people not for reaping a profit,”
Jagdeep told members of the press.

“I repeat Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng’s call for
the federal government to review its list of GST
exemptions so as not to impose tax on projects
meant for the people,” he added.

Children on not wasting food

STUDENTS in primary and secondary schools
throughout the state were exposed to the impor-
tance of good table manners and habits especially
when it came to finishing their food through their
participation in the poster drawing contest “Makan
Sampai Habis” organised by the state government.

The prize-giving ceremony which was held at
Komtar on June 17 was a real eye-opener when
winning entries, judged from their creativity and
artistic approach to convey the message, were
shown to all on the projector screen.

Paya Terubong assemblymember Yeoh Soon
Hin, who also chaired the committee of the
poster-drawing contest on Penang island, ex-
plained the motivation behind the contest in his
speech.

“This campaign serves to encourage the public
not to waste food. We do not have the authority
to limit or to control the amount of food you take
but we definitely encourage you not to waste
food,” he said.

Also present were state exco member for Wel-
fare, Caring Society and Environment Phee Boon
Poh, Komtar assemblymember Teh Lai Heng and
Penang Island City Council (MBPP) councillor
Lim Boon Beng.

In order to illustrate his point on the severity of
food wastage on the global scale, Yeoh quoted
figures which were released by the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

“According to the FAO, around one-third of

Yeoh (left) presenting the certificate and prize
bag to Yan Lin.

food produced in the world each year goes to waste
and these amount to almost US$1 trillion. This
amount of wasted food by industrialised nations
equals the total grain production by the sub-Sa-
hara African nations to feed 870 million hungry
people around the world,” said Yeoh.

The top three prizes in the primary school cat-
egory went to Lee Yan Lin (SJKC Convent Datuk
Keramat), Jenny Ang Jia Xin (SJKC Convent
Datuk Keramat) and Lee Zoe Ying (SJKC Jelu-
tong), while in secondary school category, the top
three winners were Tan Zi Ying (Penang Chinese
Girls High School), Lim Xin Ying (SMJK Heng
Ee) and Goh Wern Sze (Methodist Girls High
School).

Clamping down on
addicts in Jawi

FOR the past few months, the Jawi shaded basketball
court has been plagued by drug addicts turning it into
their den and raising concerns of the local residents.

Jawi assemblymember Soon Lip Chee has written
to the Seberang Perai South police headquarters twice
requesting police to take action on the drug problem
plaguing the area.

“The addicts have made the basketball court their
home. We are very concerned with the safety and
cleanliness of the area,” he said during a visit to the
court on June 28.

“We implore the police and the Health Ministry to
take strict action as we are worried that if the problem
persists, it will tempt other youngsters,” he added.

He said local residents are hesitant to let their chil-
dren use the basketball court now as they are worried
for their children’s wellbeing.

Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) council-
lor H’'ng Mooi Lye said the discarded syringes and
broken liquor bottles have made the court a dangerous
place for the public, especially children who play there.

“Despite many attempts in chasing the addicts out,
they always find a way back and refuse to cooperate
with us,” said Village Development and Security Com-
mittee (JKKK) chairman Ching Swee Peng.

The Jawi JKKK community hall where the basket-
ball court is located will undergo an upgrading exercise
and fences will be erected to keep the addicts out but
what happens to them is dependent on the law enforc-
ers taking action.

“I hope that the police will be able to take stern ac-
tion and rehabilitate these addicts so that Jawi will be
drug-free area,” said Soon.

Soon (third from left) with Jawi residénts showing
the used syringes left lying around in the basketball
court premises.



K& CONMIONTT

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

DUAN Wau Jie, or locally known as the
dumpling festival, is celebrated by
families which make rice dumplings of
various flavours.

It is a festival celebrated by Chinese
all over the world and falls on the fifth
day of the fifth Chinese lunar month.

The Seh Tek Tong Cheah Kongsi at
Armenian Street organised a dinner for
the Cheah clan members on June 20.

This young boy managed to make the
egg stand and is delighted to win a
prize for his balancing feat.

Padang Kota assemblymember and
exco member Chow Kon Yeow joined
the Cheahs for a dinner at the beauti-
fully lit Cheah Kongsi.

The restoration of the Cheah Kong-
si is almost completed and will be
launched in about three months.

“To enable the younger generations
to know our traditional and cultural
practice, our Kongsi still continues to
organise the various Chinese festivals
for the members and their families to
celebrate together,” Cheah Kongsi
chairman Cheah Swee Huat said in his
speech.

Duan Wu Jie is said to have origi-
nated nearly 2,500 years ago to com-
memorate the poet Qu Yuan for his
patriotism, loyalty and courage to the
kingdom of Chu.

Chow praised the Cheah Kongsi as they
have actively taken part in Penang’s various
heritage events and are a strong supporter
of heritage conservation.

“Two hundred years ago, our forefa-
thers contributed to the development of
the country. The people will continue
to emulate their fine work. Through the
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Cheah (centre) and Chow (rlght) together with an elder Cheah member standing

in front of the Cheah Kongsi.

Kongsi, the leaders have taken societal
responsibilities towards the clan mem-
bers and contributed to the state and
country,” Chow said.

“I am very touched and impressed
because your commitment towards
heritage preservation of not only the
tangible assets like this building, but
also towards the intangible assets like
preserving the traditions of having the

mooncake festival, dumpling festival,
winter solstice tangyuen festival and
keeping the tradition of family gather-
ings,” Chow added.

“This is indeed a labour of love!”

Members of the Cheah Kongsi
tucked into a sumptuous dinner includ-
ing bak-chang and played several
games including the “egg-standing”
competition.

Concert on anti- bullylng

BULLYING is a major issue in schools
with research showing that victims of
prolonged bullying could become with-
drawn or aggressive; in extreme cases,
suicidal.

Bullying also happens to adults in the
work place and at home.

Funded by the Penang state govern-
ment and supported by Wanita Mutiara,
Creativity at Heart, Child Rising and
Zero Orchestra led by the young and
talented musician Khor Kar Hoe held
“Where Words Fail, Music Speaks...Be
A Buddy, Not a Bully....” at the Komtar
Auditorium A on June 28.

The event was officiated by Chow
Kon Yeow representing the Penang state
government.

Also present was Chow’s wife Tan
Lean Kee who represented Wanita
Mutiara.

“Be a Buddy and not a Bully is mean-
ingful for all of us here. Indeed being
buddies and not bullies, we can create a
beautiful and safe Penang as we care for
one another,” Chow said in his speech.

Zero Orchestra, comprising a group
of young musicians aged 7-19 years,
demonstrated the buddy spirit, coming
together and bringing music into our
lives especially when words fail.

The young people sang songs, acted
and played musical instruments to de-

Then I am still andwait here in the snlence

vhile with me.

The young participants presenting a song to entertain the adience.

liver the message to the audience.

“Music is the language of the spirit.
It opens the secret of life bringing peace.
When I hear music, I fear no danger. |
see no foe,” was the message.

According to Priscilla Ho of Creativ-
ity At Heart, communities and schools
with anti-bullying programmes could
reduce incidents of bullying by as much
as 50%.

These help students to grow confi-
dently and be an asset to nation building.

She also provided information that in
2012, according to statistics released by
the police,432 youths, aged from 12-18,
were arrested in connection with bully-
ing.

The event allowed young people the

platform to express on bullying and
stamp it out.

The children were indeed creative as
they performed songs and unleashed
their creativity while educating them-
selves about bullying and not to be by-
standers.

There will be a follow-up anti bully-
ing programme in the schools in Penang,
which takes a new look at this age-old
problem, describing what bullying is
and the harmful effects it can have on
the bullied, the bully, and the bystanders.

Chow praised the organisers, par-
ticipants and parents and said: “Give
yourselves a pat on your back for your
commitment to stamp out bullying
among the young people.”

Island to get 550
CCTVs by year end

FOLLOWING the incident of faeces being
thrown at a Hindu temple along Jalan Masjid
Kapitan Keling, members of the press had
asked Chow Kon Yeow, exco member for Lo-
cal Government, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation, for his feedback on June 28
in Komtar.

“The Penang Island City Council does keep
CCTV recordings and they will assist the police
in investigations. This is the first time the
temple committee called us. Probably, in the
past they were taking it in silence until they
could no longer tolerate it,” Chow said.

“Let us leave the police to investigate. Hope-
fully this is not a case of arousing religious
sentiments. Maybe it is an act of an unsound
person. By the end of the year, there will be
550 CCTVs to monitor the whole island. In
2008, we started with only 50 units and these
CCTVs are being installed in stages,” Chow
added.

When asked by reporters if Penang Island
city Council (MBPP) will consider installing
one along Jalan Masjid Kapitan Keling, also
known as the Harmony Road, Chow replied:
“This can be considered.”

Along Jalan Masjid Kapitan Keling,
mosques, churches, Hindu temples and Chi-
nese temples had co-existed harmoniously,
hence, the name Harmony Road.
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Boom or bust, FAP told

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

“BOOM or bust. There is no
compromise,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng reminded the
Penang Football Association
(FAP) after they received an-
other RM2 million sponsorship
from Perbadanan Bekalan Air
Pulau Pinang (PBAPP), mak-
ing it a total of RM6 million.
“The expectation from the
state and football fans is high.
We want nothing less than pro-
motion to the Super League.

People demand FAP to go to
the next level, that is the Super
League. Therefore, with this
additional RM2 million, we
expect to see results,” Lim said.

Penang coach Jacksen Fer-
reira Tiago, who was at Komtar
with FAP president Datuk Seri
Nazir Ariff Mushir Ariff to
receive the cheque, spoke to
Buletin Mutiara.

“We are aiming to be num-
ber one and bring back the cup.
We are confident as there are
no injuries and everyone is
working very hard. The team

has played 10 matches so far,
won five, drawn four and lost
only once,” Tiago said.

“It is not always about the
money (rewards). It is about
team spirit, tactics and as a
coach new to the team, having
joined six months ago, now I
have more time to know my
team. We got great chemistry
as a team now. We will get the
results as the players have
played some amazing games.
I am 100% sure that we are
half way on the journey,” he
added.

Coach Tiago confidently telling the press that he is 100% sure
the state team is half way to getting into the Super League.

Let’s run to keep Nepal warm

NSV CERREAGIE

PENANGITES once again will have the opportunity to show
their compassion towards the plight of those suffering from
natural calamities by registering and participating in the Nepal
Dreamz Run, a charity fun run organised by The Dream Zeph-
yr Foundation (Dreamz) in aid of Nepal and its people when the
country was hit by two major earthquakes earlier this year.

The massive quakes resulted in nearly 10,000 deaths with
over 20,000 injured victims and millions displaced.

Having taken the plight of Nepal into consideration, Dreamz
through this activity hopes to raise sufficient funds to purchase
winter clothing and blankets for the earthquake victims before
the cold weather approaches.

At a press conference on June 25 attended by Bukit Bendera
MP Zairil Khir Johari, it was announced that the charity run will
be held at Straits Quay on Aug 16 and encompass two categories;
the 3km and Skm race.

Zairil, in his speech to the media, encouraged Penangites to
participate in the run for a noble cause.

“This event which combines recreational activities with a
charitable cause will help reflect our humanitarian efforts in
helping others who are not as lucky as us in Penang or Malaysia,
for that matter.

“As much goodwill and effort is put in by the organiser, there’s
no point if the community does not support it. This is entirely
reliant on Penang community to support and help the Nepalese
people to get through winter,” Zairil said.

Others at the press conference were patron of Dreamz Datuk
Seri Choot Ewe Seng, Dreamz founder and president Angelina
Cheong Yoke Yin and the organising chairman for the event
Karen Geh.

“The earthquake devastated the country. It is during trying
times like this that we need to come together to help the people
of Nepal rebuild their lives — firstly by ensuring that they receive
basic necessities,” Cheong said.

“As modern society today does not allow many opportunities
for exercising, we thought we could kill two birds with one stone
with this event. The run will give the public a chance to come
out and do their bit for charity,” she added.

To participate in the run, a registration fee of RMS59 for the
Skm run or RM49 for the 3km run for each participant is re-
quired.

Upon registering, the participants will automatically be eli-
gible for the lucky draw.

For further inquiries, contact KC at 012-4228666 or Karen
at 012-4468100.

n'is now open till 12 July 2015, To register, log onto

WWW.DCJLRUN.COM.MY /PENANG

#lusticeLeagueRunPenang
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

buletiny

L
yitisiara

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA X PENAGA

YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 - -

BERTAM BERTAM

YB Shariful Azhar Othman }T; 012-411 4620 Asrol Sani Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com

PINANG TUNGGAL o PINANG TUNGGAL

YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra78@yahoo.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Omar Abd. Hamid {B 81—%;% 12%8 = =

SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 _SUNGAI 2L -

TELOK AIR TAWAR

YB Dafuk Jahara Hamid M94-381 25 e et 019-433 7119

jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie7 1 19@yahoo.com.my

SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin A 012-594 1515

datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m F) 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com

BAYAN LEPAS . _ .|| BAYAN LEPAS

YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | - =

PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG

YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 i i L
ASi-88%% | |HMehdehmal 019:6709500

TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG

YB Shah Haedan Ayoob {T{ 04 -866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849
F) 04 -866 1821 halilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET% 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH
YB Teh Yee Cheu
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 899 9581

JAWI
YB Soon Lip Chee

EIT:; 04-5941163

dunjawi@hotmail.com 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee ) 04 -250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy

[Tl 04 - 323 5870
F

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103

OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101

HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
04-263 7000

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893

SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957

NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300

IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
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Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE 19th Bon Odori Festival 2015 will be held on
July 25 at the Esplanade grounds from 6pm to
11pm.

This year’s festival will highlight the Ryuku
Traditional Dance Group from Okinawa, Japan
with 18 dancers.

“We hope this most entertaining Japanese cul-
tural event will attract a bigger crowd this year
compared to last year, where 50,000 people at-
tended. The event serves as an iconic link between
Japan and Penang,” Consul-General of Japan Ry-
uji Noda told a press conference with state exco B
for Tourism Development, Danny Law Heng Kiang s Bonaa
at Komtar on June 29. s i iy ¥ ;!

Also present was Japan Graduates’ Association  Law (back row, third from left) and Noda (back row, second from left) joining other organising committee mem-
of Malaysia’s (Jagam-Northern Branch) Jennifer ~ bers and Japanese dancers (front row) for a group photograph after the press conference.

Koay.

Other attractions include cosplay dance perfor-

mance, drum performance by Penang Japanese

School Bon Odori by Penng L Asocaion. - P AN @ Hlll seen as hill resort of ch01ce

Malaysian Japanese Association, Penang Japanese

Language Society, Yosakoi and Soranbushi. CHIEF Minister Lim
There will also be a Yukata contest and lucky =~ Guan Eng hopes Penang
draws. Hill Corporation (PHC)
A fireworks display, sponsored by the Penang  will continue to bring
Japanese Association, will take place at 10pm. more attractions to the

Law said this year, there will be Okonomiyaki  hill with new projects
food stalls from Hiroshima selling Japanese pan-  and events.
cakes. He was delighted to

Organisers of the festival include Penang State  know that the total num-
Tourism Development Office, Consulate-General  ber of visitors from Jan-
of Japan in Penang, Malaysian Japanese Society, uary to May has reached
Penang Japanese Association, Japan Graduates’ 524,062, with an in-
Association of Malaysia and others. crease of 10% from the

For more details about the Bon Odori, contact  corresponding period in
Penang Bon Odori Committee, Level 53, Komtar, 2014 of 475,652.
at 04-6505136/ 2619012, fax: 04-2618744 or The total collection of
email: info@visitpenang.gov.my. ticket sales and other Structure of the pin art monument.

’ ‘ = __ R,
A . e " m
in the Country’,” he said when Nickel plated pin art is a new form of

, AMA N pEN D l D I KAN launching the Pin Art Penang Hill  art and our local artist Nason Ponniah
AAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG at the lower station on June 28. has found a new way to create an
SES' 201 5 l 20 1 6 Among those present at the artwork of multiple scenes and attrac-

function were Penang Hill general tion of Penang with approximately

income of PHC also increased the stunning views and resolving space
14.8% from 2014. needs.

“It is clearly shown that tourists “Now, Penang Hill is again organ-
are beginning to recognise Penang  ising a launching ceremony of the
Hill as ‘“The Hill Resort Of Choice ~ World Largest Nickel Plated Pin Art.

Permohonan boleh dibuat melalui online mulai manager Dr Lawrence Khoo, as- 2’3“16’500 pins.
1 Jun 2015 hingga 30 Ogos 2015 semblymembers Wong Hong Wai The monument sized 20 ft by 8 ft,
(Air Itam) and Lim Siew Kim single handedly done over a period of
htt S e enan ov.m (Sungai Pinang). one year, was given as a gift to Penang
P // BP-p g g y Lim added that it was aboutone  Hill,” Lim said.

Sebarang pertanyaan sifa hubungi :

B and half month ago that Penang “To date, many pin art portraits
e, “g,t‘,';'ﬁ;“ﬁ:;ﬁgﬂ'%ﬂgﬁ'%ﬁ'éﬁm" Hill had a grand launching ceremo-  have been sold via Nason’s company
in it K . . . . . .
g o osssosnes/sobl :ﬂ%ﬂgjﬁ% ny of its phase two project atupper  — Nicole King Art Creation,” he said.
Pinjaman Pendidikan Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang diwujudkan 3 T 1 station, which has pl‘OVIded a new Nason began his pin art work in
pada tahun 1970 bertujuan untuk memberi pinjaman pendidikan - =

tinggi kepada warganegara Malaysia yang lahir atau menerima . = ’ 100k to the resort. 2012-

reliahagian daripeds pekimn meteks o Fula Pinang. . At the apex of the hill next to the He spent one year doing this beau-

—— — train station, the focus is onenhanc-  tiful piece of art, and presented it to
Sl W Diploma [N jazahSains M lja ‘W sajana W PhO ing visitor experience, maximizing PHC in 2014
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New MPSP counci

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

MUSTAFA Kamal Ahmad, 58,
was sworn in as a new MPSP
councillor in a simple ceremony
on June 18 at the Seberang Pe-
rai Municipal Council (MPSP)
headquarters in Bandar Perda.

His appointment which took
effect on June 1 was to fill the
vacant spot created by the death
of Shafigah Shobha Abdullah in
April.

Witnessing the ceremony
were MPSP president Datuk
Maimunah Mohd Sharif and
exco member for Youth &
Sports and Women, Family &
Community Development

Chong Eng and MPSP secretary
Rozali Mohamud.

Maimunah, in her speech,
paid tribute to the contributions
of the late Shafiqah in improv-
ing the quality of MPSP’s de-
livery system.

“The late Shafigah Shobha
began her services as MPSP
councillor on July 1,2013 and
was dedicated and committed in
dispensing her duties and re-
sponsibilities,” said Maimunah.

Mustafa, who has a wealth of
experience in business and
NGO activities, will be in
charge of the same committees
as Shafiqah namely Manage-
ment & Finance and Licensing
& Enforcement.

Maimunah (left) congratulating Mustafa on his official swearing-
in as MPSP councillor while Chong Eng (second from left) and
others look on.

Maimunah also expressed ing a crucial member of the
her wishes and extended awarm  MPSP to help realise its Strate-
welcome to Mustafa in becom-  gic Five-Year Plan (2014-2018)

lor sworn In

and to enable the council to at-
tain international standards in
line with the aspirations of the
state government and Seberang
Perai residents.

“I’m most thankful and
grateful and also treat my ap-
pointment as a great calling
because the swearing-in cere-
mony coincides with the first
day of Ramadan which is most
auspicious for Muslims. I'm
also most appreciative of the
kind assistance rendered to me
by other councillors and they
helped me adapt easily to the
duties and roles I play in the
council,” said Mustafa.

His term as MPSP councillor
expires on Dec 31.

Rashid hosts media night

Rashid (sixth from left) joining press members for a group
photograph at the event.

SOME 70 local press members were feted to a dinner
hosted by Penang Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon in conjunction with the “Dinner With DCM
1 Media Nite” programme on June 10.

Rashid said the function was in appreciation of the media
efforts and co-operation between the media and the state
government in covering functions and dissemination of news.

He added the media’s role is extensive in conveying news
to the public, especially the efforts of the state government
from time to time.

“I am much delighted with the co-operation of the media
to educate and convey the latest news to the public.

“The Penang government is always working towards
ensuring strategic co-operation with the mass media in the
state,” he said in his speech at the function.

Also present was his wife, Datin Nor Azizah Haron.

Meanwhile, Rashid, who is also Pantai Jerejak assembly-
member, hopes the media can always convey news which
was not misleading.

The dinner function was attended by media members
comprising editors, writers and photographers from 19 local
press agencies.

Various interesting programmes like karaoke competition,
photography session and lucky draws added merriment to
the function.

Conference on housmg issues

THE Penang International Property (PIP)
Summit Conference held on January 9 and
10,2015 at the Subterranean Penang Inter-
national Conference & Exhibition Centre
(SPICE), in Bayan Baru saw a wide range
of issues and concerns being discussed.

The feedback from the deliberations
provided insightful information for the state
government and public agencies to come
out with policies and mechanisms to ad-
minister the state’s property and related
sectors.

Many of the topics discussed at the
conference were issues of deep concern
facing the industry, like the need to meet
the growing demand for affordable housing
in the state, while the panel discussion on
Penang property outlook opened up lively debates
pertaining to the government’s “cooling measures”
and the grave concerns with regards to the ever in-
creasing rejection rate in housing loan applications.

“The State Housing Committee viewed that many
of the concerns and deliberations at the January
conference called for a quick follow-up and a criti-
cal review, given the very challenging environment
facing the industry lately.

“In view of this, the State Housing Committee in
conjunction with FIABCI (International Real Estate

Federation) Penang Chapter and PenEvents Sdn
Bhd undertake to organise the FIABCI-PIP Round-
table Property Conference on Aug 7,” exco for Town
& Country Planning and Housing, Jagdeep Singh
Deo told a press conference at Komtar on June 25.

Also present were FIABCI Penang Chapter chair-
man Khor Siang Gin, PenEvents Sdn Bhd managing
director, Ong Ban Seang, FIABCI Malaysia vice-
chairman Michael Geh and GM Training Academy
PLT chief executive officer and founder, Miichael
Yeoh.

Jagdeep added that the conference is exclusive to
the “captains” of the property sector, key industry

Jagdeep (third from left) and other organising committee
members taking a look at the poster for the FIABCI- PIP
Property Conference.

players and principal public sector officials related
to the property and related sectors.

Attendance will be limited to only 40 persons and
only directors or chief executive officers of the in-
vited companies can attend.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng will launch the
conference with a keynote address.

The conference will provide fresh opportunities
for industry players to hear out state policies and
concerns relating to the property and related sectors
and also to provide useful feedback.

“The other key topics to be discussed at the con-
ference include the implication of the GST, enforce-
ment of the Strata Management Act 2015 and the
dilemma of loan rejections on the rise,” Jagdeep
said.

“In summary, the primary focus of the conference
is to provide the desired forum for the industry play-
ers, related trade associations and key public officials
to network and broaden their knowledge on issues
and trends related to the industry.

“With changes evolving both locally and abroad
and business environment changing dramatically, it
is important that practitioners adapt to the changes
and maintain the competitive edge,” he said.



Engage electorate on

budget spending

Story by Danny Ooi

STATE exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow said as the state govern-
ment pledges to continue its
support for local democratic
guides, elected representatives
are encouraged to engage their
electorate on what their budgets
should be spent.

He said this process was cur-
rently still in an arranged man-
ner.

He commented that elected
representatives would receive
applications for funds from
organisations or groups in their
constituencies and they would
often approve the requests to
assist certain programmes and
projects.

This, he said, was often car-
ried out without much partici-
pation of the elected repre-
sentatives themselves.

Chow said such an approach
involving elected representa-
tives was not new, with the
local councils too using a sim-
ilar method.

He added the state govern-
ment hoped elected representa-
tives would review involving
the people in this.

“It will be a way to enrich
our society and also improve
public involvement in local
democratic practices,” he told
a press conference with Suara
Rakyat Malaysia (Suaram)
executive director Sevan Do-
raisamy and other members of
Suaram’s Penang branch at
Komtar on June 30.

The function was in conjunc-
tion with the first Penang Local
Democracy Report.

Chow added so far the con-
stituencies of Machang Bubok
and Bukit Mertajam have taken
on the approach involving the
local communities.

Local democracy is all about
ensuring the vibrancy and
strength of democracy at the
local community level.

It is about inclusion: making
sure all voices within our com-
munities are heard and they
have the opportunity and ca-
pacity to be part of discussions
and decisions, especially those

which affect them.

Penang has taken a strong
lead in promoting local democ-
racy.

These include state enact-
ments with regard to local elec-
tions and freedom of informa-
tion, and a number of other
“inclusive” initiatives at state
and municipal level.

In 2014, Suara Rakyat Ma-
laysia Penang once again was
able to organise the Local De-
mocracy Festival 2014, with
the support of the state govern-
ment.

This festival marked a num-
ber of significant steps forward
with regard to the types of ac-
tivities organised.

“The Local Democracy
Festival 2014 has made sig-
nificant steps forward, build-
ing on the previous festivals,
and we can look forward with
confidence to a 2015 pro-
gramme that will again de-
velop the outreach, the under-
standing, and most of all the
active involvement of people
in Penang in shaping its pre-
sent and future,” Chow said.

Council acted in accordance with the law

COUNCILLORS in the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
have stood in unison to defend
the move taken by the enforce-
ment unit in attempting to dis-
mantle the illegal signage of a
political party at Macalister
Road on June 19.

“It is an offence in the first
place to build a structure without
permit. Every action by the
MBPP is done in accordance
with the law, specifically the
Local Government Act 1976.
The owner of the building
should know better,” said coun-
cillor Ong Ah Teong who called
for a press conference concern-
ing the matter on June 22.

“You apply for a permit to put
up a structure. Not the other way
around, where you put it up first
then you submit your applica-
tion for a permit. What’s worse,
the owner politicised the issue
when all the council did was to
right a wrong and that is in tak-

ing action against an illegal
structure,” he added.

Ong, who’s also the MBPP
public health and licensing al-
ternate chairman, was accompa-
nied by fellow councilors Dr.
Tan Kim Hooi, Syerleena Abdul
Rashid and S. Sukumar.

According to Ong, he re-
ceived a complaint regarding the
illegal structure on June 18 from
a member of the public who
spoke in Malay.

A further check by Ong and
his team revealed that no permit
was submitted by the owner of
the building, thus rendering the
structure to be illegal in the eyes
of the law.

A notice was then issued to the
owner but it was ignored. An en-
forcement team was deployed the
following day to dismantle the
structure but a ruckus ensued
when thugs prevented the officers
from carrying out their duties.

“No more cowboy rules in

Penang. The rule of law takes
precedence here as stated in our
Rukun Negara,” Ong said.

In a press statement to mem-
bers of the media, Syerleena did
not mince her words in voicing
her displeasure at how blatantly
rules and regulations were bro-
ken by thugs who prevented
MBPP enforcement officers
from performing their tasks.

“The attitude of these indi-
viduals clearly shows that there
is a worrying culture that en-
courages people to disregard
regulation and disobey laws. It
is obvious that they (the owner)
should be aware of the local
government regulations and
council restrictions pertaining to
building permissions,” she read
from her statement.

“Stop intimidating our hard-
working men and women of
MBPP. Stop the harassment and
stop trying to break the law,” she
added.

MBPP rubbishes claims
on Botanic Gardens

Syerleena (seated, centre) listens attentively while Mohd
Azwa (left) explains the daily routine of his men in keeping
the garden clean.

THE Penang Island City Council (MBPP) and Penang Botanic
Gardens Department have refuted claims made by a local poli-
tician who had on June 23 released a statement which had likened
the garden to “an abandoned courtyard with unwanted furniture
being indiscriminately thrown everywhere” and blamed the
management for the pathetic condition.

Responding to the claims made by the politician, were MBPP
councillors Syerleena Abdul Rashid and Lee Chun Kit as well
as Penang Botanic Gardens director Mohd Azwa Shah.

During a joint press conference by the council and Botanic
Gardens authorities on June 24 to address the allegations, Syer-
leena who appeared to be disappointed with the cheap public-
ity sought by the complainant, took the politician to task for
using the Botanic Gardens as the “scapegoat” for their political
agenda.

“It is obvious that her party is trying to paint the Penang state
government in a negative light — once again through its women’s
wing - by using Botanic Gardens as a scapegoat. They have been
attacking MBPP and the state government on numerous occa-
sions by making a barrage of baseless claims and this issue is a
clear example of this,” Syerleena said.

Mohd Azwa, in his press statement, described in detail how
meticulous efforts were taken by his staff to ensure cleanliness
in the garden at all times for it to maintain its reputation as a
Nature Heritage Garden.

“This is regrettably a baseless and excessive allegation made
against the Penang Botanic Gardens Department as my men
work in groups to keep the garden clean. Twelve groups with
around four men each clean their allocated spots in the garden.
A briefing is held every morning at 7.30am by the group leaders
to plan their work and map out what needs to be done. They
meet their targets between 4.30pm to 5.00pm everyday,” said
Mohd Azwa.

In Syerleena’s statement to members of the press, she had
recounted the recognition and achievements attained by the
Botanic Gardens as well as Youth Park which is just a stone’s
throw away since the present state government took over the
helm of Penang.

The nearby Youth Park is now officially a model for other
local governments to learn the ropes of establishing and creating
parks.

The park, furthermore, was also rated as one the most active
and interactive parks in Malaysia by the National Landscape
Department.

“This goes to show how serious the Penang state government
and MBPP are when it comes to protecting our natural treasures
and prioritising cleanliness, unlike the previous administration
which regrettably allowed tourist destinations to decay which
led to Penang’s moniker at the time as Penang Darul Sampah,”
Syerleena said.

“We welcome criticisms from everyone but not baseless ones.
These baseless criticisms not only make the complainant look
bad but they waste our time as we need to clarify and rebut
them,” Lee added.
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Myanmar nationals claim

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

A FOUNDRY shop owner, who wished
only to be known as Kee, related to re-
porters the anguish two of her Myanmar
employees, Than Zaw Oo and Zaw Ko
Ko, had to endure when police stopped
them to check for their documents on
June 19 at Lebuh Tye Sin, in George
Town.

“At around 9pm, while walking back
to their rented premises, seven police
personnel (six in uniform and one plain-
clothes) stopped two of my employees
and asked for their passports .

“Even though they were able to show
photocopies of the document needed, the
policemen alleged it was a fake,” Kee
told a press conference organised by

a policeman on the phone and told him
she will bring the original passports of
her employees, and ask them to wait a
while for her.

“The policeman did not agree to my
request.” She claimed.

Than claimed that he and his friend
Zaw were assaulted and that one of the
policemen took his handphone.

He added they had just finished dinner
when the incident happened.

Than said his employer later came and
took them to a clinic for a medical check-
up.
“I lodged a report at the Jalan Patani
station the next day,” he added.

Meanwhile, Teh said his office has
written to the Northeast district police

Teh (centre, facing camera) explaining to pressmen the police report lodged by

chief ACP Mior Faridalatrash Wahid  Than (second from left). Looking on are Kee (right) and Zaw.

seeking his co-operation to investigate

Komtar assemblymember Teh Lai Heng  the alleged incident

at his office at Jalan Talipon on June 23.
She added that she managed to talk to

Raya cheer for cardiology ward,
health clinic patients

HARI Raya
came early
for the Pen-
ang Hospi-
tal cardiol-
ogy ward |
and Jalan |
Perak
health clin-
ic patients
when exco
for Agricul-
ture &
Agro-
Based In-
dustry, Ru-

Dr Afif (centre) cuddling a toddler during his visit to
the Jalan Perak health clinic. Looking on are Yap

e

ral Devel- (ourth from left) and Zairil.

opment and

Health Dr

Afif Bahardin paid a visit on
June 22

Dr Afif said the occasion is a
yearly event during the fasting
month of Ramadan for the sick
and needy.

On a related matter, Dr Afif
said the country has no immedi-
ate plan to stop its people from
visiting South Korea, Thailand
and Middle East in the midst of
the Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome (MERS) outbreak in
these countries.

“However, they need to be
careful and seek immediate
medical treatment if they have a

fever,” he added at a press con-
ference at the Penang Hospital
with Pulau Tikus assemblymem-
ber Yap Soo Huey and Bukit
Bendera MP Zairil Khir Johari.

Also present were Penang
Hospital director Dr. Sukumar
Mahesan and deputy director
(medical) Dr S. Shameni.

He also commented that the
issue of having a new building
for the Penang Hospital is under
discussion.

“The state government is also
looking for a new site for the
building. We will work closely
with the federal government on
this matter,” Dr Afif said.

“I also sent a copy of the letter to the
Penang police chief Datuk Abdul Rahim

Hanafi,” he added.

tigating the allegation of assault. We

In an immediate response, Mior have already identified all the policemen
Faridalathrash said:*“We are still inves- involved.”

Charity concert for Children’s Protection Society

THE Jammin Senzation Conserva-
tory of Performing Arts & Music |
will hold its eighth annual charity
concert on July 7.

Themed “FAME — Tribute to the
legends”, this fund-raising pro-
gramme to be held from 6pm at
Dewan Sri Pinang, will be in aid of
the Children’s Protection Society !
of Penang.

Jammin Senzation has been or-
ganising charity concerts annually
since it was set up in 2008.

To date, it has raised over
RM33,000 for various charity or-
ganisations like the Penang Down
Syndrome Association, National
Cancer Society, St. Nicholas Home Penang,
Children’s Protection Society, Shammah
Home, Shan Children’s Home, BOLD Asso-
ciation For Children With Special Needs, and
The Cerebral Palsy (Spastic) Children’s As-
sociation of Penang.

“This year’s concert presents songs from
famous artistes of the 60s, 70s and 80s, includ-
ing Michael Jackson, Whitney Houston, Ce-
line Dion, up to recent top hits from Bruno
Mars, Maroon 5, Taylor Swift and more,”
Jasmin Khor, principal and director of Jammin
Senzation said at a press conference with exco
for Welfare, Caring Society and Environment
Phee Boon Poh at Komtar on June 19.

Khor added that they are looking for gener-
ous sponsors for the concert.

“The public is welcomed to sponsor in
terms of cash, materials, publicity in the sou-
venir booklet, volunteering to be ushers,
photography, videography and others,” she

Phee (centre), Elizabeth (left) and Khor showing th
publicity poster for the event.

added.

Also present was social worker for Chil-
dren’s Protection Society, Elizabeth Julius.

Khor added that there will be music and
dance performances from famous Disney
shows such as Snow White, Beauty and the
Beast, Lion King and others.

Sponsors for the charity concert include St.
Giles Wembly, Cititel Hotel and Anovia
Bridal.

“We hope to collect from RM16,000 to
RM23,000 from the concert,” Khor said.

The Children’s Protection Society is a non-
profit, non-governmental organisation cater-
ing to the needs of neglected and abandoned
children in Penang.

It is currently supporting 33 poor and ne-
glected children.

Complimentary tickets to the charity con-
cert are available upon donation.

For further details, contact Khor at 012-
4783966.
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Humble koay kark
and chee cheong fun

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

OUT of the va-
rieties of hawk-
er foods in Pen-
ang, char koay
kark and chee
cheong fun are
two which have
the least ingre-
dients, simple
in preparation
and yet, claim
the position as
one of the most
sought after
hawker foods.
For tasty
koay kark and
chee cheong fun,
head over to Ma-
calister Lane,
which is off Ja-
lan Burmah.
The smoke
rising from the
Eoh Sisters’
char koay kark

Penang Chee
Cheong Fun is
one of its kind.

hot wok will tell

you that you are

at the right

pla‘c‘:i/.[ fath The humble char koay kark is
y father 5¢ tamous as its more luxurious

had nine chil-
dren, seven of
them girls. We have been selling char
koay kark since 1963 at this same loca-
tion,” Hoon said in between throwing
the rice cubes, pickled radish, chives
and beansprouts into her wok.

“Last time, when I was young, koay
kark was only 10 sen per serving,” she
recalled fondly.

Many people from the older genera-
tion probably had enjoyed the mobile
cart selling koay kark which went along
with the Chinese opera troupes in the
1960s and 1970s.

Back then, you could bring your own
egg to save cost and get the koay kark
hawker to fry it for you.

The koay kark would be wrapped in
banana leaves and tied with string.

Beside koay kark, the Eoh sisters sell
delicious otak-otak, chai kueh, yam
kueh and curry puffs too — all perfect
for breakfast.

At the same vicinity, another hawk-

cousin, the char koay teow.

July 1 - 15, 2015

er too can boast
of decades of
experience
dishing up good
food.

Macalister
Lane Chee
Cheong Fun has
name-cards
printed with
“Since 1955”.

Chee How
was busy cut-
ting up the rice rolls and slathering them
with sweet sauce, chilli sauce and
sticky, black, prawn sauce or what is
known in Penang as “hair-koe” while
sprinkling sesame seeds.

Penang chee cheong fun, like what
Chee How serves, is uniquely Penang
because one cannot get the sticky, in-
describable taste in any other state.

Both char koay kark and chee

Chee How has
taken over the
family business
chee

selling
cheong fun.

J5rX
A_;‘;_‘ -

Macalister Lane’s otak-otak is so famous, tourists buy them
in bulk for their relatives back home.

cheong fun, though of the simplest in-
gredients, have been listed as two of the
13 Penang Foods that are guarded from
foreign cooks.

You can find delicious breakfast
from Seow Fong Lye Café at 94C,
Macalister Lane.

They are open from 7.30am to 1pm
daily, except on some Wednesdays
when they are closed.

A hot wok full of the rice cubes ready to be fried
as koay kark.
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The Eoh sisters in action.



Top-class expertlse for cancer patients

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

ADVENTIST Hospital opened
its Adventist Oncology Centre
(AOC) on June 30, providing
new hope for cancer patients in
the Asean region.

The centre was set up in col-
laboration with the National
Cancer Centre Singapore
(NCCS) and is the first such
initiative by a private hospital in
northern Malaysia.

In Malaysia, incidence of
cancer increased from 32,000
cases in 2008 to 37,000 in 2012.

This figure is expected to rise
to 56,900 by 2025.

The AOC has 28 beds with 20
chemotherapy bays which can
treat up to 40 patients a day.

The centre is equipped with
the Synergy Linac System and
advanced CT Simulator.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, exco member for Agricul-

—

D ——

Lim (right) and Dr Afif (third from right) being shown around the
hospital facilities and equipment by Dr. Toh (second from right).

ture and Agro-based Industries,
Rural Development and Health
Dr Afif Bahardin, Professor Soo
Khee Chee who is the director
of the NCCS and other guests
were at the opening.

Soo, who is a Penangite,
related his personal experience
of dealing with cancer when his
86-year-old mother was diag-

nosed with colon cancer. Work-
ing in Singapore, Soo said how
the collaboration between Sin-
gapore and Penang, Malaysia
has enabled his mother living
in Penang to get the best of both
countries’ experts to treat her.
“I am intrigued that Adventist
approached me with the vision
of Malaysia collaborating with

Singapore. I also praised the
doctors who are bold enough to
step out of their comfort zone to
work here in Penang. This has
enabled the people here and
beyond to get the best medical
services,” Soo said.

“This RM40 million invest-
ment is a very important step
forward. The way forward for
Penang is to embrace technol-
ogy. Penang has created a
market for the middle segment
of Singapore as it has sterling
healthcare that can provide the
best medical service,” Lim said
in his speech.

Statistics from the Health
Ministry reveal that Malaysia
generated about RM730 mil-
lion last year from medical
tourism.

On average, about 1,000
foreign patients come to Penang
for medical treatment each day.

Penang alone contributed
about 60% of the total medical

tourist arrivals for Malaysia.

Many medical tourists are
attracted to seek healthcare
treatment in Penang due to the
high quality medical care of-
fered by its healthcare profes-
sionals, the relatively affordable
prices, ease of communication,
as well as the “rest, relax and
recuperate” opportunities avail-
able in Penang’s resort-like loca-
tions and facilities.

The president of Adventist
Hospital, Dr. Wesley Toh, in-
formed the press that the AOC
will open its door by the end of
July or early August.

“We hope that through the
AOC, we can improve cancer
patients’ access to care and help
them make life-changing deci-
sions. As a not-for-profit hos-
pital, we are committed to serve
the poor and needy requiring
treatment. In this regards, the
hospital has a RM2 millions
charity fund,” Dr. Toh said.

Fun time at Adventlst charlty hunt

BULETIN Mutiara staff mem-
bers not only had a great time
participating in the Adventist
Charity Hunt but also found it
to be a great teambuilding ac-
tivity.

Comprising English section
writer Chan Lilian, photogra-
pher Alissala Thian, Bahasa
Malaysia section writer Wata-
wa Nataf Zulkifi and Chinese
section’s Shum Jian-Wei, the
team managed to grab a con-
solation prize.

The Charity Hunt was
flagged off by Dr. Wesley Toh,

cology Centre.

“As a community driven organisation,
the hhospital charity mission has always
been and always will be dependent on the
passionate support and involvement of the
donors and supporters,” Dr. Toh said.

The Motor Hunt and Mall Hunt turned
out to be quite challenging with tricky
questions and mind-boggling puzzles.

One has to have good general knowl-
edge, decent command of English, some
mathematical mind, sense of direction
and most of all, the readiness to jump

(From left) Shum, Lilian, Watawa and Alissala busy
- i cracking the code and doing mathematical sums of
the chief executive officer of geometric structures like pentagon and hexagon.

Penang Adventist Hospital
from Straits Quay on June 21.

The proceeds from the charity hunt
will be channelled to the Adventist On-

and have fun.

With our joint efforts, the Buletin
Mutiara team won one of the consolation
prizes while the veteran treasure hunters
grabbed the top three prizes. However,
the lucky draw prizes were the ones that
everyone aimed for.

Two lucky persons walked home smil-
ing after winning the cruise packages.

The hospital invites all philanthro-
pists, corporations and individuals to
come forward to lend a hand through
monetary donations.

For enquiries, contact the Hospital
Community Development Office at 04-
227 7644 or 222 7606.

Otters herald good news

OTTERS are probably something we
expect to see in the zoo.

Therefore, when these animals
were spotted at the Sungai Pinang
riverbank, it caused much excitement.

One person who was especially
thrilled to see otters appearing was
exco member for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Miti-
gation, Chow Kon Yeow.

Chow posted the photos on his
Facebook with this status - “Otters
sighted at Sungei Pinang by our iQPR
team today! What does it means? Ot-
ters feed on fishes and fishes are back
in Sungei Pinang. The quality of water
has improved. Marine life is back...
but we need to get report from our
River Care Team.”

The infinitesimal Quantum Persis-
tent Reflection (iQPR) technology is
a project to improve the water quality
of the river.

The cleanliness of the rivers are
measured by classes, with class four
the lowest with blackened water
where no marine life exists while
Class 3 is too dirty for any usage.

Meanwhile, a class two river will
be clean enough for people to swim
in. Class One is usually those up-
stream, with crystal clear water.

Chow told Buletin Mutiara at a
function on June 20 that the state has

Photo of otters prowded by the
Drainage and Irrigation Department
(DID) to Chow.

signed an agreement with the solution
provider of the iQPR technology to
improve Sungai Pinang from a Class
3 - Class 4 river to a Class 2 river by
June 2017.

“I am excited to hear that 10 otters
were spotted. Although it is too early
to say, two labs are now doing the
sampling of the water to check on the
quality. We hope the appearances of
the otters heralds good news that our
rivers are now cleaner. A lot of money
is involved in improving the water
quality but it is necessary for the
health of the people and the environ-
ment,” Chow said.

Chow’s Facebook can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/ChowKo-
nYeow



A goat being grilled at the Nasi Arab and
Kambing Golek stall at the Ramadan bazaar.

Governor Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas breaking fast with the
people at the Penang State
Mosque.

RAMADAN is the most
holy month for Muslims
who observe a dawn to dusk
fast. During this month,
Muslims get together to
carry out various noble ac-
tivities while leaders join
them regularly at buka pua-
sa events.

Seri Dellma assemblymember RSN Rayer and Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal
Singh (right) giving aprons to the hawkers at the Taman Tun Sardon Ramadan
Bazaar.

} l.ﬂ Fruit juices to

quench the thirst
after a day of
fasting.

During the month
of Ramadan, state
leaders contribute = S
necessities and Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon handing out RM100
money to the people shopping vouchers and dates to the underprivileged families in his
- of various races. constituency, Pantai Jerjak.
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Why Penang tops investment destinations

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng trum-
peted Penang’s attractions as he spoke to
potential investors in San Jose, California,
on June 23.

“I am here today to share with you the
reasons Penang is among the best invest-
ment destinations,” Lim said.

San Jose is a renowned city synony-
mous with advanced innovation and
technology.

Lim gave several factors, which in-
cluded Semicon Southeast Asia 2015 held
in Penang recently, which was the first
such event outside of Singapore.

The inaugural event recorded 31%
higher attendance than the previous
Semicon 2014 in Singapore.

“Malaysia’s trade relations with the
United States have come a long way. At
the end of 2012, US foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in Malaysia was US$15 bil-
lion, a 21.1% increase from 2011. US FDI
in Malaysia is led by the manufacturing
sector especially in the E&E industry.
Malaysia was the United States’ 25th larg-
est goods export market and 17th largest
supplier of goods imports in 2013,” Lim
said as he provided the impressive figures.

Penang has grown by leaps and bounds
over the years to become a thriving indus-
trialised state.

For a small island which makes up less
than 0.4% of the total land mass of Ma-
laysia, this second smallest state of Ma-
laysia contributes 7% to Malaysia’s GDP.

Penang’s industrialisation record over
40 years provides an outstanding combi-
nation of attributes that are the corner-
stone of the thriving semiconductor in-
dustry in Malaysia.

0 . g

Lim at the launch of Penang Roadshow
in Hong Kong.

The other reasons that make Penang an
attractive location are the convergence of
manufacturing and services sectors which
is key to future economic success.

Penang is attracting more and more
SSO companies, with Citigroup, IHS,
Atmel, First Solar, Osram and Jurong
Shipyard expanding their operations in
Penang.

The SSO sector employs over 7,000
professionals in Penang.

“We have plans for a US$891 million
IT-BPO Hub to cater to the ever growing
demand for Grade A office space. To-
gether with Penang International Technol-
ogy Park, the gross development value for
Penang state and Singapore’s Temasek
(sovereign funds) joint-venture project is
estimated to be approximately US$3.05
billion,” he added.

“With 40 years of cumulative indus-
trial intelligence, developing the state’s
talented young people to move up the
value chain has become a priority of the
state government.

“In Penang, there are over 40 public
and private universities and colleges, in
addition to the eight reputable interna-
tional schools. We have set up learning
and training centres, such as Penang Skills
Development Centre - a world-class, non-
profit, training and educational centre
built on a tripartite partnership model
between the government, industry, and
academia as we believe it is important to
nurture talents that cater specifically for
the industrial and services sectors,” Lim
added.

Lim left the potential investors with
these words: “We want to be your partner
in helping to write the next chapter in your
history. We want you to join the genera-
tions of local and foreign entrepreneurs
and investors who have discovered ex-
actly what it means when we say we are
the land of opportunity. That is not a myth;
it’s a proven fact.”

Lim arrived in the US after leading the
delegation to Hong Kong from June 18-
20.

Among those in the team were Datuk
Lee Kah Choon, Special Adviser to the
Chief Minister and Director of InvestPen-
ang, Loo Lee Lian, general manager of
InvestPenang, Lee Yoeu Chek, assistant
manager of InvestPenang, Ooi Chok Yan,
chief executive officer of Penang Global
Tourism and Jeffrey Chew, senior man-
ager of Penang Development Corporation.

In Hong Kong, Lim attended the launch
of Penang Trishaw Entourage at the Pen-
ang Roadshow which aims to promote
Penang to residents there.

He also met Hong Kong business lead-
ers as well as the Malaysian Chamber of
Commerce of Hong Kong and Macau.

Lim arriving at Google headquarters for a visit.

Promising future for SSO industry

THE keen interest and enthusiasm
shown by the participants of the 3rd
Penang Shared Services Outsourcing
(SSO) Conference 2015 on June 16
is evident of the promising outlook
for these industry players in Penang,
which is fast becoming the destina-
tion of choice for SSO.

The conference, officiated by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, was
jointly organised by investPenang
and Multimedia Development Cor-
poration (MdeC) and members of the
Penang SSC Consortium which in-
cludes a string of other multinational
corporations (MNCs) such as Intel,
Jabil, Keysight, Dell, Atmel, First
Solar, Agilent and Wilmar.

Lim, in his speech, expressed his
confidence in the potential of Penang
in capitalising on the growth and
demand of the SSO market for the
state’s further economic growth in
time to come.

“Penang has well capitalised its
manufacturing capabilities and we are
now ready to move further up the
value chain by focusing on high value-
added industries such as shared ser-
vices and outsourcing (SSO),” he said.

“We are now prepared to take the
lead in the thriving SSO industry of
the country as we are geared towards
aknowledge economy by driving the
third growth wave of knowledge in-
tensive and innovation-led growth.
This is evident with the existence of
over 26 SSO companies in Penang
providing more than 7,000 high in-
come jobs to locals and serving both

regional and global markets. These
numbers are expected to increase by
60% in the next three years,” said
Lim.

Also present at the conference
were investPenang director Datuk
Lee Kah Choon and its general man-
ager Loo Lee Lian.

Lim cited Citigroup, the global
financial services giant, as a prime
example of the impetus SSO offers
to Penang’s growth due to the com-
pany’s Global Citigroup Transaction
Services centre which it set up in
Penang.

It employs more than 1,000 local
employees who process an annual
volume of 25 million transactions
worth US$6 trillion.

“Penang is now the number two
outsourcing location after Cyberjaya.
Penang’s potential to attract SSO
business has been recognised for
several years. Among the prominent
companies providing global shared
services in Penang are AirAsia, Wil-
mar, Toll Group, AMD, Jabil, Intel,
CitiGroup and most recently, Os-
ram,” Lim added.

“Penang has the potential to be the
destination of choice for the SSO
industry because of its world-class
infrastructure, including a high ca-
pacity digital fibre-optic network in
business hubs and cities comple-
mented by a pool of highly skilled
workforce with cultural adaptability,
efficient transportation system and a
comfortable living environment,” he
said.
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