BAHFRSEES
EE+— KD SHY

Pg
1

| Jblll&'t.
H ol " b
~‘¢.1 .J..1~:L;5..Sj < ~

|/

June 1 - 15, 2015

Penang deserves to be
a ‘catalyst city’

ACCORDING to
the 11th Malaysia
Plan (11MP), there
are four cities under
the catalyst city -
Kuala Lumpur, Jo-
hor Baru, Kuching
and Kota Kinabalu.

The glaring ex-
ception is Penang,
despite its stellar
performance over
the years to the
country.

“We contribute
25% to imports and
exports. Penang
also pays the third
highest direct and
indirect taxes
amounting to
RM6.3bilin 2014,”

said Chief Minister

Lim Guan Eng in response to the
exclusion of Penang during the
11MP announcement made by
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Abdul Razak.

“I have already personally
made aware to Najib during a
heads of state government meet-
ing on May 28 of this and he told
me he will consider it. He will
make any announcement during
his winding up (speech in Parlia-
ment)”.

The 11MP will include an
RM260 billion budget over the
next five years (2016-2020) as a

final push to bring Malaysia to
the high-income and developed
nation status.

It will also target the persistent
issues of social welfare, green
growth, infrastructure and inno-
vation.

“We support Kuala Lumpur,
Johor Baru, Kuching and Kota
Kinabalu as catalyst and com-
petitive cities but Penang, a ma-
jor secondary city for Malaysia,
deserves to be in the fold from
the northern region,” Lim said.

Bukit Bendera MP Zairil Khir
Johari also expressed his disap-

pointment, calling it a “travesty”
that Penang is excluded from the
11MP ‘city competitiveness
master plan”.

He said that Penang has met
and exceeded all the criteria laid
out under the 11MP to qualify as
a catalyst city, which includes
population size, Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) contribution,
existing major infrastructure,
concentration of higher learning
institutions and geographical
advantage.

“Penang has the second high-
est population distribution after

http:www.facebook.com/buletinmutiara
http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

Kuala Lumpur as well being one
of the top performers to the coun-
try in terms of GDP contribu-
tion,” Zairil said.

Penang’s GDP is the third
highest at RM46,901 behind
Kuala Lumpur and Sarawak,
with a large contribution coming
from manufacturing, healthcare
and advanced services sectors.

The public policy think-tank
Penang Institute (PI) also re-
leased its findings on May 25
saying the 11MP projects a GDP
growth rate of 5-6%;, higher than
the 10MP of 5.3%.

PI marked that despite Penang
not being included in the four key
catalyst cities, Penang is ex-
pected to outperform Malaysia
with 6.1% growth within the
same period, likely to be con-
tinuously driven by the manufac-

turing (6.5% growth) and ser-
vices (6.1%).

It also has had a long history
of being an important principal
seaport, an ever busy airport and
an important railway station.

“If anything, there should be
much more focus on expanding
and integrating the existing infra-
structure in order to create a
world-class urban conurbation.
Our petitions for a Light Rail
Transit (LRT), Mass Rapid
Transport (MRT) or the Penang
Airport’s expansion were not
even mentioned,” Zairil said.

“Growth is going to happen
for Penang as a livable, green,
international and intelligent city.
It is not right to stifle Penang’s
growth by not allowing us to be
a catalyst city for Malaysia,” Lim
said.

11MP all about cronies, says Lim

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng voiced his disappointment
that Penang gets nothing under
the 11th Malaysia Plan with the
slogan “Anchoring Growth on
People”.

Penang had laid out plans
for development projects like
the LRT, MRT and others total-
ling RM21 billion.

“I condemn it because Pen-
ang contributes RMS5 billion

annually to the federal govern-
ment but gets nothing in return.
This is because the Barisan
Nasional is playing politics.
Once again, Penang is forgot-
ten and sidelined,” he said

“The 11th Malaysia Plan is
not like what it claims, anchor-
ing growth on people but rath-
er on cronies,” Lim said in a
press conference in Komtar on
May 22.
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No 2 in FDI chart

Story by Chan Lilian

PENANG has done extremely well
as statistical data from Malaysian
Investment Development Authority
(MIDA) shows that Penang comes in
second in Total Proposed Capital
Investment for the period January-
March 2015.

On June 5, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng presented to members of
the press facts and figures from
MIDA on the present economic
scenario.

In a press conference in Komtar,
Lim pointed out that during the first
three months of the year, the United
States of America was the biggest
investor compared to Singapore in
2014.

Penang comes in second highest

after Johor with RM2.9 billion total
proposed capital investment for the
first three months of 2015.

The higher level of investments in
Johor were from the Petronas project
in Pengerang.

The electric and electronic (E&E)
sector tops the chart in MIDA ap-
proved projects in Penang by sector
in this period,

The E&E projects contributed
RM4.1 billion, or 49.4%, of invest-
ments of the non-oil sector.

The industry continued to attract
high levels of investments after a
strong performance of RM11.1 bil-
lion recorded in 2014.

Almost three-quarters of the E&E
projects approved in January-March
2015 will export 80% of their prod-
ucts, indicating their major role in

generating export earnings.

MIDA had issued a press state-
ment which said that Malaysia re-
corded RM57 .4 billion of approved
investments in the primary, services
and manufacturing sectors for the
first quarter (Q1) of 2015.

The manufacturing sector led with
investments of RM33.6 billion, ac-
counting for 58.5% of the total, fol-
lowed by the services sector at
RM?22.3 billion or 38.9% and the
primary sector at RM1.5 billion
(2.6%).

MIDA is the government’s princi-
pal agency for the promotion of the
manufacturing and services sectors
in Malaysia.

For more details, visit http://www.
mida.gov.my/home/facts-and-fig-
ures/posts/

VALl o

PBAHB records 7.5% dividend payout

FOR the 12th year in a row, PBA Hold-
ings Bhd (PBAHB) is paying out divi-
dends to its shareholder with this year
reaching a healthy 7.5% payout for the
financial year 2014.

Its chairman and Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng added that the company‘s
annual general meeting (AGM) ap-
proved a final tier dividend of 4% and
as at April 2015, the company had 8,884
shareholders.

“PBAHB is not only a leading or-
ganisation in water supply but a public
listed entity that believes in rewarding
its shareholders yearly,” Lim said in
proving that PBAHB stocks repre-
sented a stable and rewarding long-term
investment.

It was reported that PBAHB’s reve-
nue amounted to RM261.02 million in
2014 as compared to RM251.73 million
in2013,a 3.69% increase year-on-year.

However, PBAHB’s cost of sales,
which includes the cost of electricity,
petrol, chemicals and maintenance
costs, increased by 6.62% during the
year in review, from RM183.46 million
in 2013 to RM195.60 million in 2014.

Taking into account other variances
in administrative expenses, interest in-
come, share of profits and income tax
expense, PBAHB‘s profit after tax
(PAT) was RM24.76 million in 2014,
as compared to RM27.93 million in
2013.

“It is important to note that while we
focused on cost efficiency in the face of
increasing costs, the nature of our busi-

Lim (centre) says that while PBAHB has had a healthy run this year, it should

plan for the future.

ness does not allow us to arbitrarily
increase, product pricing or water tariffs
without state and federal approval,”
Lim added.

On the issue of the Penang Water
Tariff Review 2015, he said that there
is a greater demand to manage water
more effectively and promote water
conservation in Penang.

“As the PWTR 2015 is structured to
reduce per capita domestic consump-
tion, we hope to see a reduction in do-
mestic water supply subsidies that
amounted to RM74.77 million in Pen-
ang in 2014. With higher costs and
lower revenue brought about by eco-
nomic uncertainties following the im-
plementation of the Goods and Service
Tax (GST), there will be some pressure
on profits,” he added.

Lim said that he will monitor the
results and the results and report will be
published at the end of the 2015 finan-
cial year.

On the issue of water sustainability
for the state, Lim stressed that the state
government will in no way allow water
rationing and will take necessary steps
to ensure Penangites enjoy water with-
out any disruptions.

“Penang is safe from water disruptions
for a good five to 10 years. After which,
we will need a new source of water for
the state and that comes in the Sungai
Perak Raw Water Transfer Scheme
(SPRWTS) which will see us drawing
water from Sungai Perak to the state.”

However, Perak has expressed that it
is only interested in supplying treated
water to the state which could see a

300% increase in water bill prices.

“We will not succumb to purchasing
this treated water but will keep on pur-
suing the SPRWTS. This will enable us
to keep Penang’s water tariffs one of the
lowest in the country.”

Today, Penangites enjoy the cheapest
water tariff rates in Malaysia at RM0.32
for every 1,000 cubic litres for the first
35,000 litres.

Meanwhile on June 2, Jaseni Maid-
insa, chief executive officer of PBAHB
and Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau
Pinang Sdn Bhd (PBAPP), said in a
statement that desalination is not an
economically feasible alternative for the
state.

“Other alternative raw water source
projects that PBAHB and PBAPP will
explore for the future include rainwater
harvesting and recycling. The main
reason these are still considered to be
alternatives is the higher cost factor.
Desalination is not an economically
feasible nor a realistic alternative,*
Jaseni said.

“At the present, it is not possible for
us to implement these technologies on
a large scale for Penang and still sustain
the lowest and most people-friendly
domestic water tariffs in Malaysia.”

Jaseni said that water conservation
is the most green, sensible and rational
way forward for Penang with its limited
resources and good conservation will
ensure there is enough water for homes
and businesses even through extended
dry seasons.
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Rakyat demands answers to
death camps

Story by Chan Lilian

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
called a press conference at
Komtar on May 26 regarding
the revelations of several death
camps in Perlis highlighted by
the press.

“I am very disappointed and
shocked that Home Minister
Datuk Seri Dr. Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi seems to have lost con-
trol and power of his ministry.
On one side, there are death
camps in Perlis and on the
other side far away in Sanda-
kan, there are kidnappings.
How can this happen?” Lim
asked.

“The rakyat will question
Ahmad Zahid as long as he
cannot answer. It seems like he
is not aware of the weaknesses

of our border security,” he
added.

He also warned Ahmad Zahid
not to distract the rakyat’s atten-
tion by finding fault with Penang
over the Rohingya issue.

“When Kedah said that they
cannot provide the shelter, he
did not say anything. On the
other hand, when Penang of-
fered to cooperate with the
federal government, Ahmad
Zahid continuously hit out at
Penang.

“We have repeatedly said
that we are willing to cooperate
with the federal government.
The police, army and immigra-

tion are all under Ahmad Zahid.
We have not been briefed about
the Rohingya issues,” Lim ex-
plained.

“We do not want to play

politics where humanitarian aid
is concerned. I urge the federal
government not to turn this into
a political tool.”

In closing, Lim said the

Malay Mail told to retract report, apologise

EXCO member and Batu Lanchang
assemblymember Law Heng Kiang
has issued a Notice of Action through
his lawyer to several parties, includ-
ing Malay Mail Sdn Bhd, on May 25.

This was in relation to an article
which is said to be “recklessly,
wrongfully, irresponsibly, negli-
gently, falsely and maliciously”
published in the Sunday Mail news-
paper dated May 24 on the front page

and pages 4 and 5.

According to Law, he was ap-
proached by a reporter from The
Malay Mail on May 15 at the Penang
State Assembly to comment on the

Middle Bank issue.

“My reply to the reporter was that

Law with the Malay Mail and the Notice of Action in a
press conference.

I do not know about the matter and

had not discussed this issue in the exco meeting.
In that interview, I did not say anything further,”

Law said.

However, in the Sunday Mail dated May 24,
Law was quoted as saying: “If you want envi-
ronment go to Africa” which appeared as the

headline.

Further, the paper also quoted Law in his
capacity as a state assemblymember as stating
“if you want development you come to Penang,
if you want nature go to Africa”.

In the said articles, the paper was alleged to
put Law in favour of the Middle Bank reclama-

tion project.

“We are instructed to state that the said arti-
cles containing the said words complained of
are false and have no truth nor basis whatso-
ever and are highly malicious in nature,” the
notice stated

The Malay Mail was asked to retract and
apologise to Law within 24 hours of receipt of
the Notice of Action.

On June 1, Buletin Mutiara was given to
understand that they have failed to do so and
the lawyer for Law is preparing the writ of
summons to be filed soon.

deaths of the refugees is heart-
breaking and said the failure to
detect these are death camps is
something that put Malaysia to
shame.

A montage of newspaper cuttings of front page stories on the death camps.

“I wonder if Ahmad Zahid
can tell us if there are more
camps with refugees that he is
not aware of? Can he tell us?”
Lim asked.

Lim: What’s the link between
1IMDB, welfare club?

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
has questioned whether the
1Malaysia Penang Welfare
Club is connected to 1Malaysia
Development Berhad (IMDB).

He said he wondered about
the connection after reading the
news where Deputy Prime
Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin called for the 1IMDB
board members to be sacked.

“In the news, the DPM
called for the termination of the
board members of IMDB but
apparently, his words do not
carry weight. This shows how
powerful 1IMDB is. As the
DPM and the number two in
Malaysia, his advice should be
given attention and concern,”
Lim said on May 22.

“I suddenly recalled that
1Malaysia Penang Welfare
Club (1M club) carried a cer-
tain influence and was a club
with a lot of money. If members
of the media remember, during
the last general elections, the
IM club contributed
RM150,000 to three press
clubs. There were also claims

they gave out RM500 to
RM5,000 for each vote in Air
Putih.” Lim added.

“The incidence of giving
money to press clubs has some-
how made people wonder
whether that has tainted the
journalistic ethics. Of course,
that will be another question
altogether. What I want to say
today is that we support the
DPM’s call to sack the board
members of IMDB,” he said.

Lim provided records from
the Registrar of Societies show-
ing that the 1Malaysia Penang
Welfare Club has since been
de-registered.

“This is like a fly by night
operator. Within two years, the
club is cancelled. The club
seems to have connection with
one person - Jho Low who is
also related to IMDB,” he said.

In conclusion, Lim ques-
tioned where the money came
from and where it went to.

“All these are a matter of
public interest and I, as the
Chief Minister want to know
the answers,” he said.
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Loving the environment

from young

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

COPIES of the book Love The Environment
authored by S. Sri Umeswaran were made
available to all the 28 Tamil schools in Pen-
ang to plant the seeds of environmental
awareness in the minds of the young.

The event on May 21 saw the presentation
of the bilingual books, written in Tamil and
English, by Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr
P.Ramasamy to representatives of the schools.

Ramasamy, in his speech, voiced his
concerns over the environmental change

taking place globally and hence, opined that Ramasamy (fourth from left) presenting copies of
the young must be exposed to such issues in the book to a school representative as (from left)

their education.

“The state views environmental issues
seriously. It’s no longer a choice but a must for all
of us to do our part to save the planet,” he said.

“This book is not important only for Tamil
schools but for all schools. We have to start young
in emphasising the importance of the environment.
It should be made a compulsory subject,” added
Ramasamy.

Also present were Bagan Dalam assemblyman
A.Tanasekharan and chairman of the Special State
Committee on Tamil Schools Datuk Dr. K. An-
balakan.

Love The Environment is recognized by the
Department of Environment (DOE) as the first

Anbalakan, Umeswaran and Tanasekharan look on.

book addressing environmental issues written in
Tamil as well as English.

On a separate matter, 18-year-old S. Linesh
Kumar was also presented with a laptop by Ra-
masamy for his outstanding results of achieving
10A’s in the Sijil Penilaian Malaysia (SPM) 2014.

Linesh Kumar, a former student of SJIK(T)
Bukit Mertajam, was also a straight A’s scorer in
his UPSR and PMR examinations and is cur-
rently doing his matriculation studies at the
Kelantan Matriculation College.

He hopes to study medicine upon entering
university.

Recognition for heritage volunteers

VOLUNTEERS who had contributed
their time and energy in becoming the
Friends of George Town Heritage Vol-
unteer Guides were treated to a sumptu-
ous buffet lunch at the Spices Hotel
suitably located within the heritage
enclave in George Town.

Organised by the George Town World
Heritage Inc (GTWHI) on May 23,
some 18 volunteers attended the lunch-
eon where they were presented with
certificates of appreciation by GTWHI
general manager Lim Chooi Ping.

Lim, in her speech, paid tribute to the
dedication of the volunteers over the
past years which was most instrumental

in achieving the objectives of GTWHL. Lim (second row, standing fourth from left) and Chung Wei

“Since the inception of the Friends
of George Town Heritage Volunteer
Guides programme in 2011, the volun-
teer guides have been very dedicated in providing
the support to educate the public, especially the
younger generation, about the importance of
safeguarding the tangible and intangible heritage
of George Town,” Lim said.

“Last year, 18 volunteers were involved in the
programme, bringing more than 800 students from
18 schools out for the Exploration Walks to better

(front row kneeling, third from left) with the volunteers
showing their certificates of appreciation.

understand the rich history of this unique heritage
city. Itis really gratifying to see the youth engaged
in the site through such innovative and creative
means,” she added.

Apart from having a good meal, there was also
a slide presentation by GTWHI Community Re-
source Development Officer Lim Chung Wei
featuring activities conducted by the volunteers
and the results achieved since 2011.
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AROUND TOWN

AUDITION

HAN Chiang College invites all students aged 15 to 19
years to take part in the Anchor Idol Newsquest Contest.
Auditions will take place on June 12 and 13 from 9am to
Spm at Han Chiang College, Lim Lean Teng Road. For
more information, log onto http://hcu.edu.my/anchor-
idol-2015/

CONVENT REUNION

THE Alumni Convent Light Street (ALCS) annual get-
together themed “Rock n Roll & Cha-Cha” will be held at
the school’s new hall on June 27 at 7pm. Come dressed for
the occasion to win prizes. Details, call 04-2619449 or email
alumniconventlightstreet@ gmail .com

RECRUITMENT DRIVE

PENANG Philharmonic is holding an audition to recruit
new members for the Penang Philarmonic Jazz Orchestra.
For details, contact Ramesh at 04-2622462/012-4854733
or e-mail admin@penangphilharmonic.org.

ANNUAL MAINTENANCE

THE Penang Hill funicular service will be closed from June
15 to June 17 for half-yearly preventive works, and will
resume operations on June 18. Visitors can opt for alterna-
tive routes via the jeep track (Penang Botanic Gardens) or
the existing hiking routes to the top of Penang Hill. Details,
visit www.penanghill.gov.my

QI GONG CLASS

THE ZhiRen Wellness Centre in Sungai Ara will be holding
afree beginners’ class on qi gong every Saturday from 10am
to 11.30am (in Chinese) and 2pm to 3.30pm (in English)
at 4F-3, Tingkat Kenari, Desaria, Bayan lepas. There will
be a RM35 processing fee that comes with a T-shirt. Seats
are limited. Details, call Anthony at 019-4093650.

FREE COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

TAMAN Sri Nibong Residents’ Association has free com-
munity activities for all Penangites. There are free classes
in line dancing, aerobics, English for adults, strum & sing
guitar and ping-pong. Contact the respective persons-in-
charge in the link below if you are interested to join any of
these activities. (Link: https://tsnra.wordpress.com/ra-ac-
tivities/activitiestimetable/)

COUNSELLING

HELP4U, an initiative of the Penang Education Council,
provides confidential, anonymous and free email counsel-
ling for young people aged between 13 and 25 who need
help on issues related to their studies, family, relationships
and others. For more information, visit www.help4u.org.
my or call 04-2273384 (weekdays 1.30pm to 5.30pm).

COMMUNITY SERVICE

COMMUNITY AIDS Service Penang is providing free HIV
confidential counselling and testing at its office in Bukit
Mertajam. Testing is available during office hours from
Mondays to Fridays. Call 04-5399510/5398510 for an ap-
pointment.

MARTIAL ARTS CLASS

YMCA Penang is conducting wing chun martial arts class
on Fridays from 7.15pm to 8.15pm. For details, call 04-
2288211 or 012-4838411.
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Thumbs-up for Speaker

Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

BARISAN Nasional Opposi-
tion leader Datuk Jahara Hamid
(Telok Air Tawar) and the as-
semblymembers from UMNO
had good things to say about
the Penang State Assembly
Speaker Datuk Law Choo Ki-
ang (PKR-Bukit Tambun) after
the recent Penang State Assem-
bly sitting.

Late at night after the sitting,
Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian
approached them for their com-
ments on the sitting.

It was obvious that by far,
the 13th State Assembly sitting
was more peaceful with no
shouting matches or any side
walking out of the august hall.

Jahara praised and congratu-
lated the Speaker.

“This sitting has proceeded
better than before. The Speak-
er is good. It is more restrained
and debates more matured. You
know, we do not want to turn
this august house into a circus.
We must respect the house,”
she said.

“The Speaker could be strict-

(From left) Mohd. Zain, Datuk Shah Headan Ayoob Hussain Shah (Telok Bahang), Datuk Mahmud Zakaria (Sungai Acheh), Omar
Hamid (Permatang Berangan), Farid, Jahara and Shariful Azhar Othman (Bertam) posing for a photograph at the dining hall.

er so that there is time for more
relevant questions to be brought
up for debates. However, this
sitting has been much better
than the previous ones,” Mohd.

Advice for new

Zain Ahmad (BN-Penaga) said.

“There is improvement this
time because I heard the Speak-
er went for an international
Speakers conference. That

assemblymembers

CHOW Kon Yeow, 58, was a Member
of Parliament for Tanjong from 1999
till 2013. He has been the a Padang
Kota assemblymember since 2008 and
exco member in charge of Local Gov-
ernment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation.

With his wealth of experience, Chow
gave some words of wisdom in the re-
cent State Assembly sitting during the
tabling of the motion to make some
amendments to the Standing Orders.

The Standing Orders come in a blue
book which was last printed in 2006.

Chow said the Standing Orders are
a tradition from the House of Com-
mons and other Parliaments and used
to control the proceedings of the state
assembly sitting.

“As a veteran here, may I suggest
to the new assemblymembers to make

full use of this blue book to ensure the
flow of democracy. This legacy and
heritage had been in practice and is
useful for a democracy system,” Chow
said.

“I am sure the assemblymembers
can learn something as the Standing
Orders can guide us. I am happy to
note that during this State Assembly
Sitting, the Standing Orders had not
been used to control proceedings, in-
dicating that there are better debates,”
he added.

“The Standing Orders teach the new
assemblymembers how to prepare the
motions to be tabled and also how to
ask questions. If new assemblymem-
bers understand, then, there won’t be
any misuderstanding. If they need
workshops, then, I am sure it can be
organised,” Chow said.

could be the contributing fac-
tor,” he added in jest.
Overall, Jahara rated the
Speaker as being fair and the
other nine assemblymembers

did not disagree.

Even the more veteran and
vocal ones like Muhamad Far-
id Saad (Pulau Betong) gave a
smile as a sign of agreement.

Chow showing the Standing Orders which he says will be helpful for
new assemblymembers to familiarise themselves with the proceedings
of the State Assembly.
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Baseless solar accusations

Wong (left) and Lim at the press conference in Komtar.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

WONG Hon Wai, the political secretary to the
Chief Minister recently rebuked certain quarters
for making baseless accusations.

“The recent allegation by certain irresponsible
parties, led by the former BN MP Huan Cheng
Guan, that the state government had wrongly
approved a solar facility in Penang is baseless
and distorted. Clearly these allegations were
made with the malicious intention to damage the
collaboration between the federal (MIDA and

Department of Environment) and the state gov-
ernments (InvestPenang) in attracting investment
to Penang,” he said at a press conference on June
2.

Wong was referring to a US$100 million in-
vestment approved by the Department of Envi-
ronment.

The company had also obtained approval from
the federal government for the issuance of
manufacturing licence for the manufacture of PV
cells and modules at a factory site at the Perai
free trade zone.

“Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak
was supposed to officiate

the opening of the facility
on May 26, but he could
not attend and was repre-
sented by Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Depart-
ment Datuk Mah Siew
Keong who handed over
the manufacturing licence
on behalf of the Prime
Minister,” Wong said.
“Accordingly, the Pen-
ang Chief Minister has
advised all not to fall into
this devious trap to dis-
rupt relations between
both Federal and state
government collabora-
tions to bring in invest-
ment and jobs to Penang.

TEKSI PULAU PINANG

MAIJLIS PEMBERIAN INSENTIF PERKHIDMATAN KEPADA PEMANDU

Such baseless allegations
that the state government

had wrongly given ap-

SYARAT — SYARAT KEPADA PEMANDU TEKSI

proval to the company are

i. Wajib hadir dengan membawa KAD PEMANDU ASAL YANG SAH dan SURAT JEMPUTAN ASAL semasa
menghadiri Majlis Penyampaian Insentif Perkhidmatan Teksi yang akan dirasmikan oleh YAB. Ketua Menteri.

ii. Kad pemandu yang masih sah berdaftar dengan pihak Suruhanjaya Pengangkutan Awam Darat (SPAD)
SEHINGGA 15 MEI 2015, sahaja LAYAK.

iii. Hanya pemandu Teksi Bajet, Teksi Lapangan Terbang, Teksi Eksekutif, Teksi Mewah, Limousin Dan Kereta Sewa
Yang Berdaftar Di Negeri Pulau Pinang seperti alamat yang tertera pada KAD PEMANDU YANG SAH sahaja

LAYAK.

iv.  Hanya Pemandu YANG MEMANDU sahaja LAYAK.

v. Bayaran insentif perkhidmatan HANYA AKAN D ian Insentif Perkhidmatan

mengikut tarikh dan tempat yang telah ditetapkan dalam surat jemputan sahaja.

N dalam Majlis

vi. Sebarang RAYUAN tidak akan dipertimbangkan jika gagal mematuhi semua syarat yang jelas dinyatakan
seperti di atas.

not worthy of response,”
Wong added.

“We want to continue
working with the federal
government. Renewable
energy and nuclear energy
are totally different. Don’t
equate solar with nuclear
energy. They do not know
what they are talking
about,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng added.

Infamous Sungai Pinang
floods to end soon

DATUK Keramat assemblymember Jagdeep Singh Deo has
taken proactive steps and initiatives to avoid flash floods in
the coming months. He has got the various village develop-
ment and security committees (JKKK) in his constituency to
work with the relevant authorities to prune trees, clear clogged
drains and clean up the areas in view of the rainy season.

On May 31, Jagdeep was at the Kebun Lama mosque at
Jalan Langkawi to oversee the gotong royong organised by
JKKK Kebun Lama and the mosque committee of Kebun
Lama.

Jagdeep also held a press conference to announce that
Penang has a historic achievement where the Sungai Pinang
Phase II Flood Mitigation Project can finally takes off.

“We have finally settled the relocation of the last five
residents last week. There were 101 structures along the
Sungai Pinang riverbank with 223 people,” Jagdeep said.

The Sungai Pinang flood mitigation project involving four
phases is one of the biggest in Malaysia.

Funded by the federal government, it is the second highest
priority of 23 flood mitigation projects in Malaysia.

“Under the ‘River of Life’ project in the 11th Malaysia
Plan, RM450 million will be allocated to alleviate floods,”
Jagdeep said.

“The Sungai Pinang will be widened and deepened. Once
the project is completed, the infamous Jalan P. Ramlee floods
will be a thing of the past. I call on the federal government
to make good the promise made to Penang,” he added.

“When I became the state assemblymember in 2008, I was
shocked at the magnitude of the floods which caused suffer-
ings to the people living here. I had to take the bull by the
horns and solve it. Although it was deemed sensitive to re-
locate those people living by the riverside, we managed to
negotiate and execute the relocation. Flood mitigation is
under YB Chow Kon Yeow’s exco portfolio but as the as-
semblymember, I also pursue this matter,” Jagdeep said.

Jagdeep (left) together with the JKKK members of Kebun
Lama and the mosque committee members at Sungai
Pinang.



Dutch team visits Chief Minister

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

LED by Harry Molenaar, the ambassador of the
Netherlands to Malaysia and Marco Winter, ex-
ecutive director of the Malaysian Dutch Business
Council, a Dutch business delegation paid a cour-
tesy visit to Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng in
Komtar on May 20.

“Penang is making good progress on the busi-
ness side. We are very proud of our Dutch con-
nections. Dutch technology is one of the finest in
the world and Penang offers an ideal environment
for Dutch business,” Lim told them in his welcom-
ing speech.

Several company representatives briefed the
Chief Minister on their business activities and Lim
was most interested in the solar powered glow-in-
dark bicycle lane in the Netherlands.

Earlier, the business delegation was given a
presentation on the urban development, transport
master plan and other exciting plans for Penang.

Lim also invited Molenaar to the George Town
Festival taking place in August.

Lim briefing the Dutch delegates in his office.

Let’s cycle around the island

THE Campaign For A Lane
(CFAL) is back for its seventh
edition and cycling enthusi-
asts from abroad as well as
across Malaysia are encour-
aged to join in the fun and
more so, to come together,
make new friends and cycle
around the island to experi-
ence the beauty of what Pen-
ang has to offer.

The event was announced
on May 5 by G-Club Penang
Cyclist chairman Datuk Dr
Lim Seh Guan during a press
conference.

To be held on Aug 9, the
event is an 82-km ride around
Penang island, starting from
the Esplanade, heading to the
heritage enclave within

Dr. Lim (standing) speaking to the media about the event.
Seated are (from left) Rashidah and Goh.

next CFAL as well. True to

George Town city, the Free
Trade Zone of Bayan Lepas,
Teluk Kumbar, Genting and
finally arriving at Balik Pulau.

Others present at the press
conference were Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP)
Recreation, Tourism & Inter-
national Affairs Department
director Rashidah Jalaludin,
CFAL organising chairman
Kenny Theng and the main
sponsor for the CFAL, Ideal
Property Group, represented

by its chief operating officer
Goh Teng Whoo.

“This has been a yearly
event where we have cyclists
from neighbouring countries
participating and from other
states as well. This year we are
targetting 4,500 participants,”
Dr Lim said.

“The title sponsor is the
Ideal Property Group. This is
the second year the company
is sponsoring and it has even
committed itself to sponsor the

their motto and fulfilling cor-
porate social responsibility,
they are ‘Creating Legacy’ by
helping us in making Penang
an international cycling city,”
he added.

Other sponsors for the event
include Giant Bicycles, Quick-
sports, 100 Plus, Subway,
Naroo Mask, Prince of Wales
Island International School, G
Hotel, Parkroyal and Cycling
Malaysia.

Foreign envoys call on Chief Minister

FRENCH Ambassador Chris-
tophe Penot and his delega-
tion paid a courtesy call on
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
at his office in Komtar on
June 2.

The French team included
the embassy’s economic ad-
viser, Amaud Boulanger,
trade counsellor, Nassr El
Mamoune and cultural and
cooperation counsellor, Jean-
Pierre Galland.

The Chief Minister dis-

cussed with his visitors the
future deepening links be-
tween France and Penang.

Earlier, Austrian ambas-
sador, Christophe Ceska
called on Lim on May 29.

They discussed the areas
of co-operation between Aus-
tria and Penang, twin cities
proposal and others.

Lim also invited the am-
bassador to get Austria to
participate in the next George
Town Festival celebrations.

Penot (front row, right) and his team being briefed on the
various sights around George Town (looking down from

Level 28, Komtar).
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Food for thought during
heritage celebrations

THIS year’s Heritage Celebra-
tions to mark the seventh year
of the inclusion of George
Town as a Unesco World Herit-
age Site from July 4 to 7 will
bring an added flavour and
definition of what a food haven
actually means in Penang.
Having the theme “EAT
RITE: Rituals of Foods of
George Town”, Heritage Cele-
brations 2015 will shed light on
the special kinds of food, espe-
cially the traditional ones, which
are prepared and eaten by the
different communities during
festive seasons or occasions.
Heritage Celebrations 2015
artistic director Liew Kung Yu
gave a detailed rationale behind
the theme for this year during a
press conference on May 19 at

the George Town World Herit-
age Inc. (GTWHI) office at
Lebuh Acheh.

“Food is an important part of
Penang’s cultural heritage and
this is most apparent in the
foods that we make to celebrate
our festivals and traditions.
More than just a source of nu-
trients, such foods are rich with
significance and symbols that
express the beliefs and hopes
shared by the community,” he
said.

Also present were GTWHI
director Wong Hon Wai, Pen-
ang Island City Council
(MBPP) corporate director
Mohamed Akbar Mustapha and
GTWHI public relations man-
ager Jack Ong.

Wong, who’s also the politi-

cal secretary to the Penang
Chief Minister and assembly-
man for Air Itam, was most
delighted that the heritage cel-
ebrations for the previous years
had become a platform for in-
teractive communication
among the different communi-
ties and stakeholders for a joy-
ful occasion.

“In past heritage celebra-
tions, communities from the
Kapitan Keling Mosque, Pen-
ang Chinese Clan Council, Teo
Chew Association, Penang
Hindu Association and many
others had come together.

“This year, several other
groups have also joined the
team, for example, the Telugu
Association, Seh Tek Tong
Cheah Kongsi, The Malayali

Wong (seated, fifth from left) and Ong (seated, fourth from left)
with the representatives of the different communities holding

the dishes of their specialty.

Association, the Punjabi com-
munity and so on. At present,
there are 13 communities and
many individuals who work
with us in the heritage celebra-
tions,” said Wong.

Towards the end of the press

Concern over increase in dengue cases

A TOTAL of 2,012 dengue
cases have been reported in
Penang from Jan 1 to May 20
this year.

This is a rather alarming
figure as it is an increase of
1,398 cases or 198.6% com-
pared to last year.

Deaths arising from dengue
also doubled as six have died.

Exco member for Agricul-
ture & Agro-Based Industry,
Rural Development and Health
Dr Afif Bahardin reminded the
people to continue taking the
following steps:

1) Inspect the home and
its surroundings and destroy all
mosquito-breeding grounds.
Pesticides to kill larvae can be
obtained from government
health clinics.

2) Carry out gotong-
royong at your respective hous-
ing areas.

3) Cooperate with the fog-
ging team by allowing them to
fog inside the house.

4) Reduce the incidences
of mosquito bites by using re-
pellent and/or wearing long
pants when outdoors, spray the
inside of the house and use
mosquito netting.

5) Seek medical help if

A mock-up model of the aedes mosquito which is used for awareness

programmes for the community.

there are signs of illness and
symptoms of dengue, like body
ache/joint ache, vomitting,
rashes and no appetite.

Residents living in dengue
hotspots have to take even
more precautions.

The hotspots are Jalan Pasar,
Jalan Perak and Lengkok Hi-
jau.

Six other areas have dengue
outbreaks termed as uncontrol-
lable epidemic.

These are Jalan Kim Bian
Aik, Jalan Scotland, Jalan Se-
kolah La Salle and Kota Emas

Apartment and D’Piazza Con-
dominium on the island and
Jalan Stesyen on the mainland.

On May 23, when Gopeng
MP Dr. Lee Boon Chye was in
Penang for a medical forum, he
spoke at a press conference
with Dr. Afif.

Dr. Lee, who is a cardiolo-
gist, revealed that dengue cases
in 2014 reached the 100,000
mark and he will not be sur-
prised if in 2015, the numbers
can touch 200,000.

“We are looking at extraor-
dinary times and we need extra

ordinary measures.
There is a special task
force led by the Dep-
uty Prime Minister.
However, we need
drastic action and we
are not seeing that
from the federal gov-
ernment. We need
more than just en-
forcement. We need
the public to be
aware,” Dr Lee said.

“Here in Penang
and Selangor, I see
that the local councils
and local authorities
are carrying out some
of the steps. However,
these two aspects are not
enough. The Health Ministry
will be informed by the doctor
when a dengue case is diag-
nosed. We have to do this
within 24 hours under the Vec-
tor Control Act. However, we
found out that fogging is not
necessarily done within 24
hours.

“I directed a question in
Parliament to the Health Min-
ister and was informed that
only 40% of fogging was done
within 24 hours. This means
the same aedes mosquito will

conference, there was a food
tasting session where a variety
of traditional foods such as
Adde Paniyaram, Bak Chang,
Huei Lye Nyee, Nombe Apom,
Vellai Paniyaram and Ketupat
Pulut were served to everyone.

still hang around to bite more
people. I insisted that the
Health Ministry should have a
KPI that fogging must be done
within 24 hours and they must
achieve at least 95%,” he add-
ed.

“The other thing is, when
you fog, adult mosquitoes die
but the larvae still harbours the
virus. So it makes sense that
after one week you fog another
time and have the larvae killed.
We need to kill the viral load
by re-fogging. We don’t see
this happening,” Dr. Lee said.

Dr. Lee addressing the
pressing dengue concerns
in Malaysia.



v buleti
IYASASATAR OB

Walking for charity
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OCBC chief executive officer Ong Eng Bin (left), exco member
Chong Eng (right), Chow Kon Yeow (second row, right) and Ooi

having fun participating in zumba. The participants ready to start the race.

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE FMM Heritage Green Walk 2015 held
on May 31 saw more than 2,500 people
taking part for a good cause.

“We are not just a voice for the industry
but also doing our part to help the under-
privileged community in our society,” said
organising chairman Datuk Dr. Ooi Eng
Hock.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng flagged of

the event at Beach Street just outside the
OCBC Bank building at 7 am in the morn-
ing.
“FMM, OCBC and the other sponsors
empathise with charity organisations as they
are facing tough times as the cost of living
has gone up significantly. With the imple-
mentation of the GST and the weakening of
our ringgit, all charity organisations are
finding it hard to continue providing as-
sistance to the underprivileged,” Ooi said.

Participants joining the zumba session after the walk.

Huge crowd at basketball final

THE final of the PYDC basketball tournament at the
Han Chiang Indoor Stadium on May 31 drew a huge
crowd, most of them youths.

The state government through the Penang Youth
Development Corporation had allocated RM70,000 to
organise the PYDC Basketball championship in the
five districts in Penang.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, exco member Chong
Eng and assemblymembers Soon Lip Chee and Teh
Lai Heng were at the finals to cheer the youths and
also to give away the prizes.

Twenty-six teams from different age group took
part and the above-20 team TY Group won the cov-
eted trophy.

In his speech before the prize-giving ceremony, Lim
reminded the sports associations: “Sports associations
must be professional and remain neutral without po-
litical inclinations. The state will give its support and
provide opportunities to the sports experts who are
experienced and fair, to allow them to become leaders
in the sports association without discriminating based
on their political leanings.

“Let these sports professionals with high ambitions
lead the sports associations. I am sure they will be

able to manage well, in fact better than politicians.” The PYDC basketball tournament champions with their trophy and medals.
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Father’s Day charity hunt

Story by Mark James

NO idea what to do this Father’s
Day?

Why not join in the Adventist
Charity Hunt fun happening this
June 21 at Straits Quay Marina
Mall?

The Motor Hunt will see about
50 cars with four members per car
zipping along George Town and the
northeastern tip of Penang while
the Mall hunt will have paired
participants running high and low
in the Straits Quay mall looking
for treasure.

Entry fees to the Motor Hunt and
Mall Hunt are RM400 and RM160
respectively with all proceeds going
to the Adventist Oncology Centre
Fund which is ready to open its
doors to patients by next month.

Among the attractive prizes up
for grabs are two sets of four-day/
three-night cruise packages onboard
Super Star Libra for two persons
worth over RM4,000 each, dining
vouchers, hotel stays and compli-
mentary passes from Jump Street
Trampoline D’Piazza Mall.

Interested participants may still
register by calling 04-222 7606/
7644 or alternatively visit the Face-
book Page ‘Adventist Hospital
Charities’ for more information on
the event.

“Being a not-for-profit entity, all
annual surpluses generated from the
hospital’s operation is channeled
back to be used to upgrade its cur-
rent infrastructure and employees*
continued education,” said Dr. Wes-

ley Toh, chief executive officer of
Penang Adventist Hospital.

He explained this system enabled
those who cannot afford the treat-
ments, cancer included, are able to
receve charity financial assistance
after a financial background screen-
ing and approval by the hospital.

The upcoming Adventist Oncol-
ogy Centre will be well equipped
with advanced CT Imaging scanner
and Intensity Modulated Radio-
therapy for accurate and efficient
planning and treatment and sup-
ported by professionals and in-
house clinicians and medical exper-
tise from the National Cancer
Centre of Singapore.

“Cancer plays no favourites. That
is why I, on behalf of the Penang
state government, fully support any
effort to raise funds for the Advent-
ist Oncology Centre Fund,” said
Phee Boon Poh, state exco for Wel-
fare, Caring Society and Environ-
ment.

“In Malaysia, medical cost for
cancer treatment can go up to
RM400,000 for cetain types of can-
cers with overall medical inflation
cost estimated at 12% per annum.
Moreover, it is extremely difficult
to maintain hope throughout treat-
ment with the heavy financial bur-
den.”

The hospital ultimately aims to
raise RM40 million over a span of
five years which will contribute to
the operating costs and providing
financial aid to those who are oth-
erwise unable to afford treatment at
the oncology centre.

Taman Kilangin lift woes solved

TAMAN Kilangin is a three-decade-old
apartment complex nestled south of
George Town and like most apartments,
despite how much of an effort is taken,
will experience malfunctions of public
amenities, an elevator in this case.

For half a year, the 167 families had
to depend on one of the two working
elevators which caused many problems
for the residents.

In October 2014, the Kilangin apart-
ment management received a letter
from the Department of Occupational
Safety and Health to immediately shut
down one of the elevators it failed to
employ a Car Locking Device, Emer-
gency Battery Operated Power Supply
(EBOPS) and a Load Test.

“Having exhausted all possibilities,
the residents contacted the Kampung
Jawa Village Development and Secu-
rity Committee (JKKK) chairman H’ng
Siah Hooi who in turn contacted me,”
said Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng.

“Today I am proud to say that the lift
is now back online and running effi-
ciently,” he said during a launching
ceremony held on May 5.

The entire project cost RM47,464
which was donated from Teh’s alloca-
tion fund.

“It took longer than expected to fix
the lifts but I am glad that the woes of
the Taman Kilangin residents have been
resolved,” he said.

Teh (standing, centre) explaining the Taman Kilangin elevator troubles
to the media.
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Top-class hotel opens its doors

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

AS one of Indonesia’s leading hotel operators, it is
only fitting that Archipelago International has chosen
Penang to open the first hotel under the Neo brand
with a RM65 million investment.

Penang has continued to record strong growth in
tourism despite the triple tragedies suffered by MAS
and Air Asia.

The Penang International Airport recorded a 10%
growth to six million travellers, demonstrating that
good products, great events and an unforgettable
experience make Penang a destination of choice for
travellers.

The enhanced tourist sites and new attractions
have even drawn in film companies from the United
Kingdom, Hong Kong, China, India, Thailand, Tai-
wan, Indonesia and Singapore to do their movie
shoots here.

Pesron benefits handicapped in Penang

“The Unesco World Heritage site of George Town
is indeed one of the best in Asia. That is why we need
new and great hotels like Neo+ to house our guests,”
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said during the open-
ing of Neo+ hotel in George Town recently.

Also present were exco for Tourism Develoment
& Culture Danny Law Heng Kiang, chief executive
officer of Archipelago International, John Flood, and
general manager of Hotel Neo+ Penang, Melvin Ooi.

Lim said with its modern concept and being a
100% smoke-free hotel, Hotel Neo+ can surely join
the ranks as one of the hotels in Penang for travellers.

“The 196 rooms and suites available are deco-
rated in a modern-contemporary style that befits the
new trends in hotel design.

“The hotel also features three meeting rooms, two
function rooms, a roof top swimming pool and gym-
nasium, as well as a restaurant and cafe for private
events, weddings, meetings and exhibitions,” he
added.

The newly opened Neo+ hotel located on Lebuh
Presgrave .

Programme.

MED-EL, a global manufacturer of
cochlear implants, together with Loh
Guan Lye Specialists Centre, co-organ-
ised the “Ride for Hearing” on May 16
where 63 cyclists went on a 150km
journey through the Indonesian resort
island of Bali to raise funds and create
awareness on hearing care.

At the event, mock cheques of
RM4,000 were presented to five or-
ganisations for hearing rehabilitation
and awareness programmes.

The centre’s chief executive officer,
Dr Mary Quah, said the Cochlear Im-

Chong Eng (third from left) handing over the donation to Tiun (second from

left). Looking on are Lim (left) and Chan.

Cyclists raise funds for hearing care

A CELEBRATION was hosted re-
cently by Loh Guan Lye Specialists
Centre recently to mark the 10th an-
niversary of the Cochlear Implant

plant Programme started in 2005, when
a group of passionate medical and al-
lied health professionals decided to
bring it in to assist patients with severe
hearing loss.

The centre’s ENT, head and neck
surgeon, Datuk Dr Lim Seh Guan, said
to date the implants have been placed
in 84 ears.

“A cochlear implant is an electronic
device that restores partial hearing to
the deaf. It is surgically implanted into
the inner ear and activated by a device
worn outside the ear,” he said during
the celebration to mark the programme.

Also present were exco for Agricul-
ture & Agro-based Industry, Rural
Development and Health Dr Afif Ba-
hardin.

SPORTS & Recreation Association
for the Handicapped in Penang
(Pesron) was formed in 2009 with
the aim of encouraging the handi-
capped group to be involved in
various activities of the community.
This is in line with the Penang
Paradigm not to discriminate
against the disabled and open up
opportunities for them to be in-
volved in various activities.
“Since its inception, Pesron has
been involved in various activities
to raise awareness of the disabled
and their guardians concerning their
involvement in sports and recrea-
tion,” exco for Youth and Sports,
Women, Family & Community De-

velopment Chong Eng said during
the handing over of donations to
Pesron in Komtar recently.

Also present were Pesron Penang
president Tiun Ling Ta and mem-
bers Lim Hock Kee and Chan Bee
Tin.

“The Penang Government from
2010 has given an administration
grant of RM20,000 yearly to Pesron
for the training of its athletes for
the 2016 Paralympics in Sarawak,”
Chong Eng said.

Chong Eng urged corporate bod-
ies to come forward to help the
Penang state government to mould
more disabled athletes of interna-
tional standard.

Afif (second from left) joining children with cochlear implants for a group

photograph during the anniversary programme.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 -262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA X PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
ridwan wan48@yahoo.com
BERTA BERTA
YB Shorlful Azhar Othman }T; 012-411 4690 Asrol Scml Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL o PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019-437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra/8@yahoo.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Arshad Md. Salleh 019-510 2633
F) 04-573 4630 arshad.salleh@yahoo.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 zqﬁoggg/\a?h% 019-507 3828
zahadi55@yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR ) TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid ﬂ 04 -351 2873 Norhayati Jaafar 019-4337119
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie7 119@yahoo.com.my
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin , 012-594 1515
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m H 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | [ jamaludin Said 019-413 0799
udinmtd@gmail.com
PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 =
[HO4-865%308 || MM MondTuh smal 0175707500
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob m 04 -866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849
F) 04 - 866 1821 hdlilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04-594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET; 04 -227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey A
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS & AMBULANS 999
BOMBA

PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF

SOCSO

N1
N2
N3
N4

N5
Né

N7
N8

N9

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)

JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG
PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

Penaga
Bertam
ll;incmgl
ungga
Permatang
Berqngan
Sungai Dua
Telok Air
Tawar
Sungai Puyu
Bagan
Jermal
Bagan
Dalam

N10 Seberang

Jaya

N11 Permatang

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim .
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/I Rajaji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PAS PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 575 5584
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

:011-1060 8823 - Shukri
:019 - 593 3736 - Fatimah
: 017 - 424 9371

:019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza

:013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man
:013 - 598 1435 - Raudzey Razali

: 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee
: 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon

- Tasrin

Keong

:016 - 473 1963 - Gesan

04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Mohd. Iskander

:019 - 412 8442 - Kamal

Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012 - 4740964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N16 Perai : 04 -399 6689 - Selvi
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai : 010 - 929 6603 - Ariff Baseri
Acheh
N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina

Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus

N27 Pengkalan
Kota
N28 KOMTAR

N29 Datok
Keramat

N30 Sungai
Pinang

N31 Batu
Lancang

N32 Seri Delima

N33 Air ltam

N34 Paya
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

N34 Pantai
Jerejak
N37 Batu
Maung
N38 Bayan
Lepas
N39 Pulau
Betong
N40 Telok
Bahang

:04 - 829 0614
g
:012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
- Hong Kian
Ben

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah
N24 Padang Kota :

:012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin

012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

Keat

: 012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang

010 - 811 7300 - Razin

:017 - 480 7417 - Varinder

04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
04 - 282 6630 - Shuen

: 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna

:019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James

:012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet

:012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon

Lee
016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee

:016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul

016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
: 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

:019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman

016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho

:016 - 599 2918 - Saifullizan
: 012 - 422 4935 - Zulkiflee
: 017-413 5695

- Johan Abu
Bakar
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2015
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602
Loh Joo Huat 012-422 1133
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079
Ismail
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767
Siti Nur Shazreen 019-411 8343
Mohd. Jilani
Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MBPP 2015
Tan Chong Hee 019 -411 5598
Nama Telefon
Tiagarajen A/L 010 - 387 9305 MPPP 04 - 2592020
Annamalai Goh Choon Keong 019 - 471 7931
Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Ong Eu Leong 010 - 770 0508
Harvindar a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250
Ho Leng Hong 017 - 487 2767 Singh
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012-423 9143
Shafigah Shobha 016 - 496 1659
Abdullah Sukumar a/l Subramaniaom 019 - 4422113
Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
Mohd. Rizal Abd. 012 - 424 3878
. Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566
Hamid
Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019-225 6502
RelEBEEeT el D =1} 2051 Tan Hooi Peng 012 - 498 6212
Govindasamy
Prof. Tan Kim Hooi 016 - 438 7855
Zulkifii lorahim 018-576 1622 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
Nur Zarina Zakari 011-1578 5098
Zaini Awang 019 - 546 3115 urfarnina faxena
019 - 493 6161 Lim Boon Beng 012 - 564 4400
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
Amir Md. Ghazali 013 - 584 8386
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 9459621
Mohd. Sharmizan OT1-1110 6456 Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan | 019 - 470 8811
Mohamad Nor Chik
Omar Hassan 019 - 571 8031 Felix Ooi Keat Hin 016-417 1331
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Dahalan Fazil 019 - 727 4388 Yacoob Omar 013 - 420 3611
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 508 0039 (Tel) Mhd. Nasir Yohya Gz - AU e7ey
04 - 6570918 (Fax) Dr. Lim Mah Hui 012 - 422 1880
Ahmad Tarmizi 013 - 414 4822 Eric Lim Seng Keat 016 - 4143428
Abdullah Sha'ari Md. Salleh 013-7887786
Mohamed Yusoff 012-4728114
Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312

Mohamed Noor

BULETIN MUTIARA

Tingkat 47, Komtar,
10503 Penang
Phone : 04-650 5468 | Fax : 04-261 5923
Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com

Keep yourself updated through SMS blast,
Type “ADD ME” and send to 010 333 1758
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Penang housing needs sidelined in 11MP?

STATE exco for Town & Country
Planning and Housing Jagdeep
Singh Deo raised his concerns on
the possibility that the housing
needs of Penangites have been
sidelined in the 11th Malaysia
Plan announced on May 21 by
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Abdul Razak in Parliament.

Speaking to reporters at the
management office of the Tingkat
Nusantara flats, Jagdeep remind-
ed all who were present about the
grandiose promises by Urban
Wellbeing, Housing and Local
Government Minister Datuk
Abdul Rahman Dahlan as well as
Najib himself who’s also the Fi-
nance Minister.

“Among the promises made
concerned the building of afford-

able homes under PR1MA out-
lined in the 2015 Budget in De-
cember, 2014 in which the PM
had mentioned RM1.8 billion
would be allocated for building
80,000 units of such homes
throughout Malaysia. In the 11th
Malaysia Plan, the Prime Minis-
ter, furthermore, promised
653,000 affordable homes would
be built,” said Jagdeep.

“The question is, out of those
vast numbers of 80,000 and
653,000 units of affordable
homes, how many will be built
in Penang? Penang pays the third
highest in tax and are we being
sidelined.” he asked.

“For the record, from 2012
until today, despite such prom-
ises made, there’s no application

Jagdeep (fourth from left) and the recipients of the RM500
cheques whose homes were damaged by the storm.

whatsoever made to the city
council for the construction of
affordable homes,” added Jag-
deep.

Jagdeep, who’s also the as-
semblymember for Datuk Kera-
mat, said it was common knowl-
edge that housing matters is a

pressing issue that cuts across the
political divide in Penang as in
the recently concluded state as-
sembly session, Telok Bahang
assemblymember Datuk Shah
Headan Bin Ayoob Hussain
Shah, had on record promised to
bring up the issue with his col-
leagues at the federal level in
order to fulfil the pledges made
under PRIMA.

Prior to the press conference,
Jagdeep visited the Taman Abidin
flats located within his constitu-
ency and gave the residents rub-
bish bins promised to them in a
simple ceremony.

At Tingkat Nusantara, he also
gave out cheques of RM500 each
to five families whose homes
were damaged in a recent storm.

Reviving sense of wonder In science

TECH -
DOME Pen-
ang is an ini-
tiative by the
state govern-
ment to create
ahub for tech-
nology learn-
ing and ex-
change of
ideas.

It will be a
vehicle for
improving
scientific lit-
eracy and
technology
ability in Ma-
laysia.

Located at the geodesic dome of Komtar just
adjacent to the George Town Unesco World
Heritage Site, visitors will discover the exciting
world of technology and how it works by explor-
ing the world-class exhibits in the galleries.

Regular programmes will be conducted for
schools, colleges and families that are specially
designed to cultivate the spirit of inquiry and teach
children and teenagers the skills required to thrive
in a high-tech, knowledge-based future.

Scheduled to open in June 2016, this RM25
million project is destined to put Penang on the
world map as a centre of excellence (COE).

Some RM23 million has been raised so far
but the project is still short of RM2 million.

OnMay 20, Toray Group (Malaysia) contributed
RM300,000 towards the project.

Toray Group Malaysia employs some 3,000
Malaysians and generates sales revenue of RM4.1
billion annually.

“We support this project which is to educate

(Left to right)Toray Industries (Malaysia) Sdn. Bud.’s KK Hun, Senior Manager
of Group Corporate Affairs, Junji Kawakatsu, Executive Director and
Hiroshi Yoshimura, Managing Director at the press conference and cheque
presentation ceremony in Komtar.

the younger generation and are pleased to con-
tribute towards the TechDome,” its managing
director, H. Yoshimura, said during the cheque
presentation.

“It is our belief that education, knowledge
enhancement and human resource development
play a key role towards the betterment of the
community and in nation building. A knowledge-
able society will surely give one the edge in to-
day’s very competitive global environment. For
Malaysia to achieve its Vision 2020, it is essential
that talented human capital are developed and
nurtured,” he added.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng thanked Toray
and welcomed the contribution as he said it is an
important step to close the gap.

“The Tech-Dome will revive the sense of
wonder in science for children. They will find that
science is indeed a magical wonder. This Tech-
Dome will be the first in Malaysia,” he added.

“We are preparing the young for the future and
the future for the young.”

Housing for the skilled

THE state government has made
it a priority the provision of low-
cost, low medium-cost and afford-
able housing for Penangites.

Towards this end, the Selection
Process Enhancement Committee
(SPEC) was set up to oversee the
entire mechanism of selection and
make recommendations as to how
to enhance its efficiency and en-
sure only the targeted actual de-
serving applicant is allocated such
a unit.

“In this matter, in particular
with regards to the criterion in-
volved in the selection process,
investPenang has recently pro-
posed to SPEC that a certain
percentage be allocated to ‘talents
and skill’, so that these ‘talents
and skill’ who are gainfully em-
ployed in Penang are contributing
to the economy of the state, and
at the same time enjoy home
ownership in Penang, in order to
retain them,” exco for Housing
and Town & Country Planning
Jagdeep Singh Deo told a press
conference in Komtar recently.

In making the proposal, invest
Penang referred to a survey that it
had conducted where it was fore-
cast that 13,088 new jobs would
be required by the private sector in
the fields of engineering, account-
ancy and technology by 2017.

Jagdeep added that it should be
noted that currently, in order to be
eligible for such affordable hous-
ing, an applicant has to be a Pen-

angite,employed in Penang and be
a registered voter in Penang.

For those who are not Penan-
gites, they have to show proof that
they have been residing and work-
ing in Penang for the last five years
and also a registered voter in the
state.

“The proposal by investPenang
is to cater for those ‘talents and
skill” defined as knowledge work-
ers with either a diploma with a
minimum two years working ex-
perience or a minimum bachelor
degree recognised by the govern-
ment.

“They have also proposed that
for ‘talents and skill’ from other
states, the minimum five-year
work experience in Penang be
waived, and further, that priority is
given to such applicants to afford-
able housing units located close to
their place of employment,” he
added.

Clearly, the proposal has merits
and is in line with the state govern-
ment’s aspirations to be an inter-
national and intelligent city.

“We welcome individuals with
such talents and skill to Penang as
they will certainly contribute to-
wards making this aspiration a
reality,” Jagdeep said.

Those who wish to apply for
affordable housing can do so by
going through invest Penang
(PSDC Building 1, Jalan Sultan
Azlan Shah, Bayan Lepas) for
details.



Poster contest for ‘Makan Sampai Habis’

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

IN a move to instill awareness
among youths on food security
and saving food, the state gov-
ernment is organisng the “Eating
Until Finish” campaign.

Exco for Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment Phee
Boon Poh said the campaign
aims to create public awareness
of food security and the culture
of saving and also to appreciate
food.

The state government is also
focusing on reducing food waste
sent to the waste dump.

In line with this, the cam-
paign will also help to reduce
carbon footprints and influence
society to take steps to reduce
food wastage.

“According to statistics re-
leased by Waste Control and
Public Cleanliness Body (PP-
SPPA) in 2014, the Malaysian

public wasted a total of 8,000
tons, or eight million kg of food,
per day. To eradicate food wast-
age among its residents, the state
government has taken the initia-
tive to launch this campaign,”
Phee told a press conference in
Komtar recently.

Also present were Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng and other
assemblymembers.

The poster drawing competi-
tion for “Kempen Makan Sam-
pai Habis” is a programme for
school children interested in
drawing, while exposing their
creativity and ideas within the
group.

The competition, which
closed on March 28, attracted
194 drawings from primary and
secondary schools.

The judging for the competi-
tion will be divided into two
categories - council level and
state level.

For council level it will be

Phee (fifth from left), Lim (fourth from left) and other guests during the launch of the drawing com-
petition in conjunction with “Kempen Makan Sampai Habis”.

based on public voting through
the Penang Caring Society’s
website: www.pgcaringsociety.
com.my.

The selected drawing will be
chosen to promote “Kempen

Makan Sampai Habis”.
Members of the public who

registered to vote for the draw-

ing competition will be eligible

to take part in a lucky draw.
For enquiries, contact:

Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) — tel: +604-2592124 /
2167, Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) — tel: +6012-
4779330, Penang Green Coun-
cil — tel: +604-2503321 /3322.

Raising awareness on bullying

CREATIVITY at Heart,
Child Raising and Zero
Orchestra led by the
young and talented musi-
cian Khor Kar Hoe will
be organising the event
“Where Words Fail, Mu-
sic Speaks, Be A Buddy,
Not a Bully”.

It will be held at
Komtar Auditorium A, on
June 28 from 1.30pm to
4.30pm.

The main focus is rais-
ing awareness on bullying
and teaching young peo-
ple to best make use of
time through music be-
fore class starts.

The programme is open to all
young people aged 10 — 17 years
old, children in children’s homes,
teachers and parents.

“Bullying is everyone’s con-
cern! It is a serious problem on
the rise and if left unchecked will
lead to more severe problems af-
fecting loss of lives and social ills.
School bullying has serious short-
term and long-term effects on
children’s physical and mental
health,” exco for Women, Family
and Community Development,
Chong Eng told a press confer-

ence in Komtar recently.

She added that data on poor
mental health well-being of our
young people has shown an in-
crease from 13% in 1996 to 20%
in 2011.

Child abuse has also increased
to 3,061 cases in 2013.

According to a Microsoft sur-
vey in 2012, Malaysia is ranked
17th highest in online bullying
among the 25 countries surveyed.

Malaysian parents seem to take
fewer steps to protect their chil-
dren from online bullying, and we

Chong Eng (centre) together with organisers displaying the ‘No Bullying’
posters.

have virtually no formal school
policies and fewer education pro-
grammes than most countries.

“We hope to create awareness
amongst students on the increase
of bullying in schools, to educate
young people about bullying,
being bullied and not to be by-
standers.

“Last but not least, to give an
alternative for students to come
together and unleash their creativ-
ity through making music (using
non musical instruments),” Chong
Eng added.

‘We are with you’

SOME 6,000 workers retrenched by Malaysia Airlines
System may find solace in the Penang state government
as the exco decided in its meeting on June 3 that a
special task force be set up to help them find jobs in
Penang

Named the Penang Task Force on MAS Retrenched
Workers, it will be headed by Penang Deputy Chief
Minister II Prof. P. Ramasamy who holds the Human
Resource portfolio in the state exco.

Ramasamy was with Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
when this was announced to the press.

“Penang is in solidarity with the 6,000 retrenched
workers and this task force is to support them and assist
them to find jobs in Penang through the Penang Career
Assistance and Talent Centre (CAT Centre). According
to the information given to me, there are 150 workers
from Penang and the MAS office here in Jalan Sultan
Ahmad Shah will be affected,” Lim said.

“We will also provide legal advice to ensure the
workers get represented. However, we acknowledge
that some of the workers may have issues with the sal-
ary scale. Then again, there are many multi-national
companies in Penang which pay well. We are offering
this assistance to the retrenched workers with sincerity.
Some of the workers had also contacted a few assem-
blymembers after they heard about the announcement
we made on May 29,” he added.

“There is a shortage of workers in Penang and the
6,000 retrenched workers can seek help from the task
force.”

Interested MAS staff may refer to the CAT Job
Center at Level 2, Komtar to register or call 04-
2502170/2172 for more information.
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Little Sisters
of the

Poor
appreciated

Wong giving out the RM100 to Chan.

Some of the residents reading Buletin Mutiara which is
distributed free to Penangites.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

AIR Itam assemblymember Wong Hon Wai, officers
from the Penang Northeast District Office and mem-
bers of the press recently visited the Little Sisters of
the Poor in Air Itam.

“It means a lot to the residents here. The fact that
you visit them and remember them makes them very
happy. Although the residents here are elderly, many
still keep updated with the news and they also know
what is going on in politics,” Sister Marie Jeanne told
members of the press during the visit.

Wong was at the Little Sisters of the Poor when
the District Office distributed RM100 in cash to the
55 senior citizens who are voters of Penang.

“Instead of the hassle of them going to the bank,
the officers are here today to give the money direct
to the senior citizens. So far, 93% of the senior citi-
zens registered under the Senior Citizen Appreciation
Programme have collected their money,” Wong said.

Wong also contributed RM2,500 from his constitu-
ency funds to Little Sisters of the Poor in support of the
charity work they do.

The Little Sisters of the Poor has 66 residents with
24 staff members and 10 Catholic nuns.

Some of the residents are in their 90s.

One of them, Regina Chan, who is 90 years old,
was very happy to get the money from Wong and said
it is like getting Chinese New Year angpow.




v leti
J/iﬁjﬂji_i_fj_i June 1 - 15, 2015 :5 %\5/\5/§§ﬂ

Sky Cab proposal
moving smoothly

Story by Danny Ooi

PENANG Sentral will be spending RM5
million for preliminary works as well as
feasibility studies before they submit for-
mal proposals to the state on the proposed
cable car system.

Divers are currently conducting sound
tests on the sea bed.

“The project to build the cable car sys-
tem, which was announced on April 15, is
estimated to cost between RM250 million
and RM300 million,” Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng told a press conference in
Komtar recently after Penang Sentral
briefed the state executive council on the
project’s progress.

Lim gave his assurance that there would
only be “very minimal” land reclamation
for the Penang Sky Cab project.

“If there is any reclamation, it will only
be for the carpark and an integrated public transport
station. It will be minimal and it has nothing to do
with any land swap,” Lim said.

Photofit of The Penang Cable Car Concept Study.

The Penang Sky Cab project is slated to be opera-
tional in 2018 and will turn the Penang Sentral com-
plex into a 5-in-1 travel hub offering taxi, bus, rail,
ferry and cable car services.

Super deals to fly

ATTRACTIVE travel deals were up for grabs at the
two-day 2015 AirAsia Travel Fair at Gurney Paragon
on May 16 and 17.

Officiated by Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, the
fair attracted large throngs of people, young and old,
who were eager for affordable travel packages to
various destinations.

Lim, in his officiating speech, was happy to note
that Penang remained in a healthy economic condition
for the aviation industry and as such, the state con-
tinued to be an attractive destination for both local
and foreign travellers.

“I am proud to know that Penang remains a key
hub for AirAsia with three Airbus A320 aircraft based
here at Penang International Airport and servicing
241 weekly flights in and out of Penang,” he said.

Also present at the fair were AirAsia Berhad chief
executive officer Aireen Omar, acting chief executive
officer of AirAsia X Berhad Benyamin Ismail and
Hunza Group executive director Khor Tze Ming.

Up to 20 booths were set up at the fair and fun-filled
activities such as lucky draws, games, merchandise
giveaways and various forms of performances with
free flights and other exciting prizes became pull
factors which consistently drew streams of people to
the fair arena.

“It is important that we listen to our customers,
therefore, this year we are back but definitely bigger
and better. We will be at five different locations this
year, and we’re taking off with Penang as our very
first 2015 AirAsia Travel Fair venue,” said Aireen
during her speech.

Tourism, Lim added, contributed to more than a

Penangites at the travel fair catch the best travelling
deals on offer.

third of Penang’s gross domestic product and hence,
the state government was more than willing to coop-
erate with power house brands such as AirAsia to give
impetus for more tourist arrivals.

According to figures released by Tourism Malaysia,
tourist arrivals to Penang had increased significantly
for the past two years - as of September 2014, the
number of foreigners arriving in the state had in-
creased from 3,528,177 in 2013 to 4,888,856 in 2014.

Data from the Penang International Airport, fur-
thermore, showed a 10% increase in the number of
passenger movements from 5.48 million to 6.03 mil-
lion in 2014.

“Penang has so much to offer and in line with
Visit Penang Year 2015, I am happy to see that the
efforts AirAsia is taking have helped to put Penang
on the global map. Penang has many attractions from
our Unesco World Heritage site of George Town to
Penang Hill and our delicious street food is the best
in the world,” added Lim.

Helping hand for
AIDS sufferers

Jagdeep (in batik shirt) lighting a candle to
commemorate departed AIDS victims.

THE presence of state exco for Town & Country Plan-
ning and Housing Jagdeep Singh Deo at the fundrais-
ing charity dinner organised by the Community AIDS
Service Penang (CASP) on May 16 marked the con-
cern and the continuous support of the state govern-
ment for AIDS sufferers in the state.

Aptly themed “Supporting the future” for this year,
CASP through this annual charity event, hopes to
honour the memory of those who died from AIDS
while at the same time show support for those living
with HIV/AIDS.

It also intends to create community awareness so
as to reduce the social stigma related to the disease
and finally to mobilise community involvement in the
fight against HIV/AIDS.

Jagdeep, in his speech, acknowledged the urgent
assistance that CASP needed especially in housing
matters in order to provide shelter for those suffering
from the disease.

“One of the main issues facing CASP is in regards
to shelter. CASP is actively pursuing the state to get
a new premises and as far as the state government is
concerned, we will try our very best to assist,” assured
Jagdeep.

Also present were CASP chairman Bryant Tan,
Bayview Beach Resort general manager Edwin Yap
and Dr. Chow Ting Soo from the Penang General
Hospital.

Describing the CASP volunteers and active staff as
the unsung heroes in the fight against the AIDS
scourge, Jagdeep also commended on the dedication
of CASP in providing assistance for HIV/AIDS pa-
tients, its Treatment Adherence Peer Support Pro-
gramme, Outreach Programme and also the provision
of education and knowledge to create awareness on
AIDS to the general public.

Before the dinner began, there were prayer sessions
led by representatives of the different faiths as well
as the lighting of candles to commemorate those who
died from AIDS.
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Each Noir de Blanc Patisserie pastries are individually crafted using premium ingredients.

Story by Mark James
Pix by Noir de Blanc Patisserie

ONLY in Penang can you enjoy lovingly handmade
fresh French pastries made to order and delivered
to your doorstep.

Introducing Noir de Blanc Patisserie, the inde-
pendent pastry enterprise giving even the larger
pastry establishments a run for their money.

Catching up with the owner and pastry chef of
Noir de Blanc Patisserie, Yeap Ken Min told Bule-
tin Mutiara that the name is French for ‘black from
white’, the metaphor of dark chocolate coming from
the unprocessed white cocoa beans.

Yeap was professionally trained and graduated
from Sydney’s prestigious Le Cordon Bleu culinary
academy and began working as an apprentice at the
Melbourne Convention Centre before working in
Singapore’s Hilton International.

Yeap is like many young professionals from
Penang who leave the state to further their studies
or for prospects of a better career but return home
as they find its livability hard to resist.

“Noir de Blanc Patisserie was established in
December 2014 with the idea of introducing Paris-
ian pastries to fellow Penangites,” Yeap said.

“We try to keep quality above all else and since
this is a part-time venture, we only do house deliv-
eries at the moment,” he said, adding that he also
works for the family business.

The patisserie mainly produces mousse cakes
but also does make butter cakes with plans to in-
troduce confectionery too, such as financier, bon-
bons, pralines, and macaroons.

A 110g cake is priced affordably at RM15 with
the bigger cakes costing around RMS80, like their
Signature Bailey’s Chocolate Luxe.

Cakes can also be customised to order specifica-
tions.

It is actually the Signature Bailey Chocolate
Luxe that is their best seller.

Made from the finest Belgium chocolates by the
century-old Callebaut Belgian chocolate brand,
Baileys Original Irish Cream and crispy hazelnut
crunch at the bottom of the cake, it is just yummy.

“We also use couverture chocolate in our cakes.
Couverture chocolate is made from cocoa butter
and it is different from compound chocolate which
is generally blended with added vegetable oil. Even
our cream is premium, brought all the way from
France,” Yeap said.

“If you have been putting on weight eating
chocolate, you are eating the wrong ones! Couver-
ture chocolate has none of the added calories or any
trans-unsaturated fatty acids,” he added.

“Even if you do not have a sweet tooth, these
cakes make excellent gifts to business partners,
friends or relatives. I bought some cakes during the
Chinese New Year celebrations and gave them to
my business partners and it was a huge hit!” said
Noel, a 24-year-old entrepreneur who reviewed
Noir de Blanc’s pastries on their Instagram page.

To order or for further enquiries send an email
to noirdeblancpatisserie@gmail.com or contact
them at 016- 5424815/ 016- 465 3940.

More photos and reviews are available on their
Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/
noirdeblancpatisserie14/

The Signature Bailey Chocolate is made from 54.6% refined
dark chocolate by Callebaut, Bailey’s Original Irish Cream and
pailleté feuilletine by Cacao Barry.

Seasonal Matcha pastry made with light matcha mousse, bit-
tersweet chocolate crémeux and chocolate sponge topped
with white truffle.
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Gawai, Kaamatan event in Penang

Story and pix by
Chan Lilian

EAST Malaysians
from Sabah and
Sarawak celebrat-
ed the Penang
state level Pesta
Gawai & Kaama-
tan on May 10 in
a festival that of-
fered food and
dances from the
two states.

The event was
held at Fort Corn-
wallis.

Guests had
their fill of
Sarawak laksa,
kolo mee, bam-
boorice, Sarawak
rainbow cake and
more.

A beauty pageant and an-
other contest for the men
dressed as warriors kept the
audience entertained till the
end.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, Tanjong MP Ng Wei Aik,
Rev. Samuel Surendran, Coor-
dinator of the Pesta Gawai and
Pastor Joe Nyuin, who was the
organising committee chair-
man, joined thousands of East
Malaysians working and stud-
ying in Penang, local Penan-

One of the East Malaysian beauties in the
beauty pageant.

gites and foreign tourists for a
night of songs, dances and
food.

Lim sportingly took part in
the bamboo dance, much to the
amusement of the audience.

He also delivered a speech
to tell the East Malaysians:
“This celebration by the Pen-
ang state is to show our ap-
preciation to all of you from
East Malaysia. You have all
contributed to the social and
economic development in Pen-
ang. Unity in diversity and

Lim taking part in the bamboo dance.

diversity is strength,” Lim said
in his speech.

Gawai and Kaamatan are
harvest festivals celebrated by
Sarawakians and Sabahans.
Gawai is a month-long festival

Colourful Indian New Year

CHILDREN dressed in traditional In-
dian costumes from several parts of
India was one of the main highlights of
the Indian New Year celebration at Little
India recently.

The colourful celebration was organ-
ised by the Village Development and
Security Committee (JKKK) of Jalan
Pasar and the service centre of the Pa-
dang Kota assemblymember, Chow Kon
Yeow.

Chow, who was the host, welcomed
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and his
deputies, Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
and Prof. P. Ramasamy, when they ar-
rived for the event.

The guests were welcomed by a group
of cultural dancers and entertained with
traditional dances.

“We feel we are very much at home

with the dances, food and we are broth-
ers and sisters. We are all one, we are
all Penangites. One of the fundamental
values is the right to freedom of religion
and culture. Here in Penang, you can
succeed and bring up your children with
dignity,” Lim said in his speech which
was met by thunderous applause.

“The Penang state government real-
ises and appreciates the contribution of
the Indian community towards the de-
velopment of our country Malaysia. We
are proud of our history. Diversity is our
strength,” he added.

The crowd cheered even louder when
Lim assured them: “The Penang state
government will make sure that your
schools, temples and other places are
protected. It is about protecting the
people!”

celebrated by the Iban, Bidayuh
and Orang Ulu in Sarawak on
June 1 and 2 which are public
holidays in Sarawak.
Meanwhile, Kaamatan is
celebrated by the Sabahans like

the Kadazan-Dusun,the indi-
genuos groups such as Murut,
Rungus, Lundayeh and others.

May 30 and 31 are public
holidays in Sabah to mark the
day.

Indian traditional dancers welcoming the VIPs to the Indian New Year at Little

India.



Sound advice from state
leaders for students

Story by Chan Lilian

SOME 402 SPM students who received
excellent results in their 2014 SPM ex-
aminations were fortunate to be able to
listen to the Chief Minister and his two
deputies imparting words of wisdom.
Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon told them: “You
are just at the beginning your journey.
Your excellent results will bring you

places, to overseas universities and
further. However, I hope you will one
day come back to Penang to serve.
Also, remember the sacrifices your
parents and teachers made to nurture
and educate you. On this note, I also
wish all teachers ‘Happy Teacher’s
Day’.”

When Lim took over, he started
with: “Penang loves all of you. Penang
loves all of you who excelled in your

examinations. Telling you this is not
enough. It is more meaningful when
we show it by giving you money!”

Thirty-six students who received
all A+ were given RM350 and a
certificate.

Five students with disabilities got
RM300 and another 361 received
RM250.

“Be resilient. Never let failure stop
you. We must pick ourselves up when

we fall. Never be afraid to try. Only
be afraid of not daring to try. Not eve-
ryone can be No 1 but we should try to
be competitive. Two things to remem-
ber — one is to do the right thing. The
second is to do things right,” Lim
further advised them.

In another ceremony held earlier in
the month on May 17, fifty-six STPM
students were awarded RM600 and a
trophy.

Bright students share study secrets

All A+ student Prishanth is proud of his achievements
and award from the state government.

CRYSTAL Neoh, 18, is just like most young girls
her age.

She was busy texting friends on her smartphone
when approached by reporters to interview her.

However, her father, CS Neoh, said it is rather sad
that as her parents, they cannot grant her one wish.

Crystal wants to be like every teen — get a driving
licence after her SPM so that she can drive.

“She was born premature and her sight was af-
fected. She is blind in one eye and the other has
glaucoma. Although that’s what Crystal wants to do,
that is to be able to drive, we have to tell her that it
is not possible,” Neoh said.

Crystal was one of the 402 students who were
rewarded by the state government for their excellent
SPM results.

Rashid (left) and Lim (fourth from left) with three students who are partially blind and yet achieved excellent

results in their SPM results.

She is one of the five special needs students who
received the special achievement award.

She obtained 9 As in her SPM.

Confident, pretty and bright, Crystal handled the
host of questions from reporters like a professional.

“I have to study consistently and be committed.
Since I am still young, I still haven’t decided what
I want to be in future. However, I am going to col-
lege to take up music or psychology,” she told Bu-
letin Mutiara.

Crystal, who studied at St. George’s Girls school,
said her disabilities had not hampered her as the
school is very supportive of special needs students.

When asked about the Chief Minister’s speech
asking the students to return to Penang to serve the
rakyat, Crystal said: “The monetary reward is very

encouraging for us. When I have finished my stud-
ies, I am sure there are many ways to serve the
community. It is good to give back to society.”

Another student from SMK Seri Nibong in Nib-
ong Tebal, L. Prishanth, who obtained 10A+, was
all smiles after receiving the certificate of excellence
and money from the Chief Minister and his deputies.

Prishanth was one of the 36 students who
achieved all As.

When asked how he managed to obtain all A+
and his ambition, Prishanth said: “One must focus
in class. I hope to be a researcher one day. In future,
I hope to stay in Penang because it is one of the best
places in Malaysia. I like the Chief Minister’s re-
minder for us to return to Penang to serve the
rakyat.”
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Paramit’s new ‘factory in the forest’

Story by Mark James
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

PARAMIT Corporation, the California-
based medical devices and life science
instrumentation giant, has chosen Pen-
ang to continue its expansion with an a
RMO60 million investment on a 162,000-
sq ft facility in the Penang Science Park.

Paramit Malaysia Sdn. Bhd. is whol-
ly owned by Paramit Corporation and
has been in operation in its manufactur-
ing facility in Bayan Lepas since 1988.

After cafeful planning, it has in-
vested in an eco-friendly building ex-
pected to be completed in June 2016.

The groundbreaking ceremony held
onJune 1, with its theme a ‘factory in the
forest’ will incorporate various green
steps to maximize worker productivity,
satisfaction while keeping runinng op-
erations cost low.

“With our focus on sustainability and
cutting our carbon footprint in both the
building design and manufacturing pro-
cesses, we estimate around 20-30% sav-
ings in running costs,” said head architect

From left: John, Thomas La Rose (country manager of Paramit Malaysia), Lim and
Rataul participating in the groundbreaking of Paramit’s new ‘factory in the forest’

building

John Bulcock.

Global chief executive officer of
Paramit Corporation Billoo Rataul said
he wanted their new factory to be a place
that is not only energy efficienct, a state
of the art manufacturing facility but a

workplace that employees will find
stimulating and religh being in a building
with a “soul”.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng also lent
his enthusiasm to see the new building a
year from now saying that the inspiring

design is “the stuff of brilliance and resil-
lience”.

“I am pleased that Paramit has de-
cided to continue its investment in
Penang as it has 45 years of experience
with world leading companies providing
the capability, capacity and intelligence
for these companies,” he said in his
speech.

“We must not only look to be profit-
able today but create roads to future ex-
pansions. Especially in the medical de-
vices and life sciences, Research and
Development (R&D), we are glad that
Penang has the talent pool and support
for the idustry,” Lim added.

The Ambassador of the United States
of America to Malaysia Joseph Y. Yun
was unable to grace the groundbreaking
ceremony but wished Paramit success
with a letter he wrote.

“We are fortunate to have United
States firms like Paramit strenghtening
US-Malaysia ties through commitment
to coporate best practices and invest-
ment in the Malaysian workforce,” he
wrote.

Solar energy boost for Penang

CHINESE solar energy production
giant JinkoSolar expanded into Ma-
laysia and more specifically, Penang,
with the official opening of its
US$100 million solar cell and module
manufacturing plant in Perai.

The company specialises in the
production and distribution of solar
products and sells its solutions and
services to a diversified international
utility, commercial and residential
customer base in China, the United
States, Japan, Germany, the United
Kingdom, Chile, South Africa, India,
Mexico, Brazil, the UAE, Italy,
Spain, France, Belgium and others.

As of Dec 31, 2014, the company
has built a vertically integrated solar
product chain, with an integrated an-
nual capacity of 2.5 GW for silicon
ingots and wafers, 2.0 GW for solar
cells and 3.2 GW for solar modules.
It also sells electricity in China and
has connected approximately 500
MW of solar power projects to the
grid.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who
officiated the production plant on May
26 remarked on the pull factors which
the state possessed which were most
instrumental in attracting foreign mul-
tinational firms and investors.

“They chose Penang because it is

Lim (third from left) receiving a memento from Chen (second from left) while

Mabh (left) looks on.

geographically well-positioned with
perfect port and airport facilities and
unimpeded highway access to Thai-
land and Singapore,” Lim said in his
speech.

“Next is the talent we have. I be-
lieve the launch of the JinkoSolar plant
here will greatly enhance the strength
and confidence level in the develop-
ment of photovoltaic in Penang,” he

added.

Others who were present were Min-
ister in the Prime Minister’s Depart-
ment Datuk Mah Siew Keong who
represented Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Najib Abdul Razak, JinkoSolar chief
executive officer Kangping Chen and
counsellor Wu Zhengping who repre-
sented Chinese Ambassador to Malay-
sia Huang Huikang.

Altera team calls
on Chief Minister

A SENIOR management team from
Altera Malaysia team, headed by its
World Wide Operations & Engineering
senior vice-president William Y Hata,
paid a courtesy visit to Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng at Komtar on May 29,
2015.

Also in the delegation were vice-
president APAC Region, research &
development vice-president Datuk Dr
Mohd Sofi Osman, Altera Penang’s
research and development vice-presi-
dent SK Fong, director of human re-
sources Balan Krishnan, director of
technical services Penang Mario Bola-
nos, senior director of process technol-
ogy & SSD, Raymond Tan and senior
director of operations SG Neoh.

During the visit, Altera contributed
RM1 million to Tech-Dome Penang.

Lim at a press conference said Al-
tera’s contribution will help to finance
the set up and running cost of Tech-
Dome.

Also present were director of Pen-
ang Tech Centre Bhd, Datuk S.H.
Wong.

Meanwhile, Hata said the donation
is part of the company’s vision to work
with the Penang state government and
Tech-Dome Penang to promote tech-
nology in engineering and science.
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