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Story by Mark James
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE much-anticipated affordable housing project
at Jalan SP Chelliah has begun and is expected to
be completed in November 2019, providing 2,093
affordable homes to Penangites.

Located in George Town, the project called “The
Rise” will consist of 770 units of 700 sq ft low-
medium cost apartments priced at RM72,500 each;
883 units of 800 sq ft apartments priced at
RM?200,000 each; 165 units of 900 sq ft apartments
priced at RM300,000 each; and 275 units of 1,000
sq ft apartments priced at RM400,000 each.

The Rise is the result of a collective effort where
the 11.04 acres of land will be turned into afford-
able housing by the Penang Municipal Council
(MPPP), Penang Development Corporation (PDC)
and private developer Zubicon Sdn Bhd.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said that the
RM600 million affordable housing project will
include good community infrastructure like a pa-
vilion, linear park, community park, a riverfront
point, a market street, big tree skyways, a bus and
taxi hub, a community centre, a surau and the up-
grading of the existing Jalan SP Chelliah.

“As for the allegations that the state government
is neglecting any particular race in obtaining afford-
able homes, this is simply not true,” Lim said in
clearing the air over media reports of bias.

“The state government, through the Penang
Bumiputera Housing Trust Accounts allocated
RMS52.9 million to build 320 low-medium cost
housing for bumiputera home buyers, as part of the
2093 units,” he said.

“The proceeds from the sale of those units
amounting to RM23.2 million would then be chan-
neled back into the trust accounts so that they may
build more affordable homes in the future.”

Lim said to claim that the Pakatan Rakyat ad-
ministration is discriminatory is false and baseless.

A unique feature of The Rise is that it will be
compliant with the Green Building Index of Gold
Class for Medium Cost homes and certified for Low
Medium Cost consisting of 70% green area devel-

http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

SP Chelliah project
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Lim (in the excavator) performing the ground breaking ceremony with Penang state exco members, assemblymembers
and councillors.

opment.

“In line with our aspiration to be a cleaner,
greener, safer and healthier Penang, this GBI
certification will become a model and benchmark
for future developments in the country,” he
added.

Lim also was pleased to announce that the state
is on track to roll out 12 affordable housing
schemes, including the SP Chelliah project with
PDC which will compromise 22,545 units of af-
fordable homes in all five districts in Penang.

The 12 affordable housing projects on the is-
land will be at SP Chelliah, Teluk Kumbar, Jelu-
tong, Pintasan Cecil and Sandilands while on the
mainland, the projects will be at Bandar Cassia,
Kampung Jawa, Ampang Jajar, Bukit Mertajam, W B
Juru, Mak Mandin and Ujung Batu . RN

The Batu Kawan and Teluk Kumbar affordable
housing projects are currently underway.

Visitors checking out the scale model of The Rise expected to be
completed in November 2019.
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Call to exempt GST on

government projects

Story by Chan Lilian

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on March 4 wrote
to Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, who is
also the Finance Minister, to call for an exemption
of Goods and Services Tax (GST) on government
projects that are non-profit and for benefit of the
people.

The GST will be implemented on April 1.

“The Penang state government projects to be im-
plemented for the public, like roads, drains, com-

munity halls, affordable homes and public housing,
recreation parks, futsal courts and others are for
‘public good’ that is non-profit.

“Therefore, the Penang state government urges
the federal government to exempt GST on these
projects,” Lim wrote in his letter.

“In these projects, bidders will include the charge
of 6% GST in the building costs. This will cause the
rakyat to bear the additional cost and as a result of
this, it will reduce the ability to build more public

Lim provided to Najib an example of the Jalan
Bunga Hinai and Jalan Bunga Kaca Piring in Penang
which costs RM2.33 million where RM 112,680 was
added as GST charge.

Lim also labelled the GST as a loss to Penangites.

“The state government hopes that these public
projects are not subjected to GST. However, if the
federal government implements the GST, the Penang
state government is suggesting that the federal gov-
ernment reimburse the state the GST that has been

projects,” Lim said.

GST already taking toll on business owners

FOR Moey Kok
Meng, March 25
will be a date he
will remember for
as long as he lives
— that’s the day
when his Tatt
Ming Minimarket
in Air Itam will
cease operations
due to the impend-
ing Goods and
Services Tax
(GST).

Moey, 68, plans
to close his shop,
which he has been
operating for 48
years, six days
ahead of the im-
plementation of their mini-market in Air Itam.
the GST on April
1.

“My wife, Wong Nean Hai, and I are both com-
puter illiterate. So we will have difficulty running our
business when the GST takes effect.

“We will have difficulty filling in the forms and
following the instructions. Also we need to hire an
accounts staff to help out.

“Besides this, with the high cost of goods, it will
not be profitable for us to continue running our busi-
ness anymore,” Moey told a press conference on
March 18 in the presence of Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who is also the Air Putih assemblymember.

Also present was Air [tam assemblymember Wong
Hon Wai.

Lim was saddened when he came to know about
Moey’s plight through a local Chinese daily.

Moey said he was informed that 10 small-scale
businesses in the state had closed down since the GST
implementation was announced.

He added that he and his wife have planned to
retire after the process of winding up his business has

Moey (third from left) and Wong (fourth from left) posing with Hon
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Wai and Lim in

been completed.

Lim later handed over two complimentary travel
passes for two up Penang Hill valid for a month after
being informed that Moey and his wife have never
been up the scenic hill despite living in the Air Itam
area for the past 48 years.

Meanwhile, Lim called on the federal government
to cancel the implementation of GST as its negative
impact has affected several sectors of the industries,
especially small business concerns like sundry shops
and traditional medicine outlets.

He said three sundry shops in the Balik Pulau area
will close down their business as they could not cope
with the instructions outlined in the GST.

“The federal government should cancel the GST,
if not at least defer it to a later date when the country
and the public are ready for it,” he added.

Lim pointed out that veteran Gua Musang MP
Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah had also on March 17
urged the government to defer the implementation of
GST in view of the “critical state” of the economy.

charged,” Lim said.

Mere slap on the wrist
for assembly trespassers

THE state government voiced its utter disappointment
and dismay over the light sentence in the form of a
RM1,500 fine imposed on each of the 15 men and one
who was fined RM1,000, who had pleaded guilty to
the charge of criminal trespass into the state assembly
building at Light Street at 1.30pm on May 21, 2014.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who held a press
conference at his office on March 14, questioned the
reason behind the prosecutor’s agreement to a lesser
charge and worse still, having done so without first
consulting the aggrieved party which, in this case, is
the state assembly.

“The state government feels very strongly that there
should be an appeal for a heavier sentence. The Penang
state assembly as the symbol of democracy was des-
ecrated. A mere RM 1,500 fine would not be a deterrent
for such acts in the future and actually encourages
more thugs to behave in a similar fashion in time to
come,” a visibly upset Lim told the press.

The 16, whose disgraceful act not only insulted the
dignity of the state assembly but is most unbecoming
for citizens of this country governed by its laws, are
Datuk Mohd Ridzwan Bakar, 54, Hisham Ahmad
Sabri, 43, Afriz Mohd Noor, 36, Rosesarwandi Saad
@ Yaacob, 33, Mohd Rizuad Mohd Azudin, 37,
Hisham Abdul Hamid, 38, Mohd Nashrol Hisham
Abdullah, 38, Azmeal Abu Bakar, 42, Mohd Yusmadi
Mohd Yusof, 34, Mohamad Hilmie Ibrahim, 37, Jas-
min Noordin, 40, Nordin Wahab, 41, Mohamed
Ghani Abd Jiman, 48, Wan Abidin Zain, 51, Mo-
hamed Ibrahim A. Siahoo, 31, and Wan Norazman
Ariffin, 41.

They were part of a group which held a protest
outside the house to demand an apology from Seri
Delima assemblymember R.S.N Rayer over a remark
he made during an assembly sitting a day earlier on
May 20, 2014.

They then entered the compound of the assembly
building after causing much havoc by violently shak-
ing the gate open and entered the chambers looking
for Rayer, who was not present at the time.
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New water rates on April 1

IN its effort to avoid water ra-
tioning in the state, Perbadanan
Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang Sdn
Bhd (PBAPP) is set to increase
water tariffs in Penang on April
1.

“This increase is in line with
the mission of the state govern-
ment and PBAPP to avoid wa-
ter rationing at all cost,” said
PBAPP and PBA Holdings Bhd
chief operating officer Jaseni
Maidinsa when making the an-
nouncement at his office during
a press conference on March
19.

“We need Penang water
consumers to develop the hab-
it of saving water to avoid ra-
tioning in this age of climate

change,” said Jaseni.

According to the latest fig-
ures released by Jaseni, the
average domestic per capita
consumption of water in Pen-
ang for January/February 2015,
was 298 liters/capita/day
IVe/d).

The same cycle for 2014 was
lower at 293 1/c/d but it was al-
ready the highest in the country.

It must be noted, further-
more, that the national average
was 210 1/c/d in 2013 while
Singapore recorded a remark-
ably lower amount at 152 1/c/d
for the same year. These figures
effectively show that Penan-
gites are using more water than
what is needed.

“After the tariff review, Pen-

ang’s average domestic tariff
for the first 35,000 litres of
water consumed per month will
be RMO0.32 per 1,000 litres.
This is also less than 1/3 of
Johor’s average domestic tariff
of RM1.05 per 1,000 litres. We
are still the lowest in Malay-
sia,” Jaseni added.

In addition, he also men-
tioned that the minimum charge
for domestic water supply
(RM2.50 per month) and tariff
for the first 20,000 litres of
domestic consumption per
month (RM0.22 per 1,000 li-
tres) in Penang remain un-
changed and these charges are
the lowest in the country.

Jaseni showing the media the new water tariff from April 1.

‘Practise what Urban farmers enjoying fruits of their labour

you preach’

STOP your “sandiwara’!

That’s what Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, who is also
Bagan MP, told the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption
Commission(MACC) and Bar-
isan Nasional MPs.

In a press statement dated
March 9, Lim said: “As part of
the ruling state government in
Penang, all PR state assembl-
ypersons in Penang have pub-
licly declared their assets to
demonstrate this commitment
to integrity in leadership and
fight corruption. Further, Pen-
ang has also implemented com-
petitive open tenders and barred
family members of government
leaders from doing business
with the state government.”

Lim compared this step to the
Federal Government and
claimed: “Sadly BN wakil
rakyat only talk about fighting
corruption without practising
what they preach. This type of
sandiwara has led to serial fi-
nancial scandals. Even before
the RM52 billion missing shares
meant to be distributed to poor
bumiputras remains unresolved
and nothing is happening to the
RM13.5 billion Port Klang Free
Trade Zone scandal, Malaysians
are saddled by the RM42 billion

IMDB scandal.”

He then challenged the BN
MPs to make a personal state-
ment by showing their sincerity
for upholding integrity in lead-
ership and publicly declaring
their assets to compel Ministers
and the Prime Minister to do the
same.

“No wonder the Washing-
ton-based Global Integrity
Report estimated that RM1.4
trillion of illicit funds or ‘black’
money has flowed out of the
country secretly over the last
10 years. So big is this RM1.4
trillion that if divided equally
amongst 28 million Malay-
sians, every citizen would have
lost RM50,000 each! And yet
neither MACC nor BN MPs
appear concerned and can still
shamelessly talk of fighting
corruption,” he added.

It is akin to adopting a hypo-
critical and ostrich in the sand
approach and will not make
corruption go away, Lim said.

“A concerted and cohesive
campaign must be made to fight
corruption all the way to the top
as is now presently carried out
in China. The 1MDB scandal
will be a good starting point to
cleanse Malaysia and begin our
path towards integrity.”

FLOURISHING green veg-
etables from urban farms not
only provide the community
with fresh, pesticide-free
vegetables but also an activ-
ity to keep families bonded &
and communities closely M
knitted.

This is the fruit of Jawi
assemblymember Soon Lip
Chee and the Village Devel-
opment and Security Com- *~
mittees (JKKK) under the
“Urban Farming Pro-
gramme” which began in
South Seberang Perai.

Bukit Panchor and Kam- Soon (right) together with the JKKK membérs looking at

e

the

pung Sanglang under the freshly plucked vegetables.

Jawi constituency are the
first two locations and more areas will be in-
cluded soon.

The programme was initiated by exco mem-
ber for Agriculture & Agro-Based Industry,
Rural Development and Health Dr Afif Ba-
hardin in January.

Soon, who was appointed the chairman of
the Community Farming Committee, had given
a push to the activities in the community.

“Most urbanites are too busy with work and
have little time to manage an empty piece of
land in their compound.

However, they can actually use this plot for
the Urban Farming Programme.

“This will not only solve the overgrown
weeds problem and breeding of mosquitoes, but
the people can enjoy the home-grown vegeta-
bles which are pesticides-free,” Soon said.

“At the same time, parents can turn this into
a family activity and get their children involved.

The children also can gain living skills of farm-
ing and will enjoy the fruits of their labour. I
welcome organisations, individuals and NGOs
in Penang to participate in this programme,” he
added.

Another excellent idea is to make use of
empty pieces of land in the compounds of as-
sociations and NGOs to carry out vegetable
farming.

Retirees can keep themselves busy farming
t00.

Tan Kean Phoay, chairman of JKKK Bukit
Panchor, shared his farming secrets.

“We water the vegetables three times a day
and use only organic fertilisers. We had prob-
lems with snails and ants but we removed the
snails manually. We planted okras, spinach,
kangkung, sawi and other vegetables,” he said.

Interested parties may contact Soon at 012-
4290163 or 04-594 1163 for more information.
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Thousands attend
Chap Goh Meh do

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE uniqueness and harmony of &
Penang has attracted the interest of
foreign tourists to the state.

Earlier this year, the Guardian
Post in the United Kingdom listed
Penang as one of the “Top Places To
Visitin 2014”.

Recently, Lonely Planet also
recognised the state as the “World’s
Top Culinary Destination”.

“Penang wishes to be a model
state to promote cultural values of
various races in the country,” Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng said in his
speech at the Chap Goh Meh cele-
brations event at the Esplanade on
March 5.

He thanked the various sponsors like Penang Chi-
nese Chamber of Commerce, Astro, MM?2 Entertain-
ment and Jteam which contributed to the Chap Goh

Meh celebrations.

The Penang Chinese Chamber of Commerce spon-
sored the 10-minute fireworks display, and Astro
brought in its popular singers, while MM2 Entertain-
ment and Jteam invited popular artistes from Singapore
to promote their film “Ah Boys to Men 3: Frogmen”.

Thousands of people thronged the grand state-

The crowd is enthralled by the lovely lanterns during the celebration
at the Esplanade.

S—— .

level event which started at 7pm.

The night ended with the fireworks display, which
was the highlight, at 11pm.

Among the exciting programmes were a lion dance,
chingay parade and an appearance by the cast of “Ah
Boys to Men 3: Frogmen” as well as various stalls
offering local delicacies.

Also present were state executive councillors
Danny Law Heng Kiang, Dr Afif Bahardin and Datuk
Abdul Malik Kassim.

Than Hsiang folk feted at
pre-Chinese New Year event
i<

IT was a day of sheer joy for the residents
of Than Hsiang Buddhist Centre, Bayan
Lepas, at its pre-Chinese New Year
celebration recently.

Some 40 residents and helpers turned
out in full force for the hour-long fun and
merriment with volunteers and members
from Rose Charities Malaysia (RCM).

Led by its president Lawrence Cheah,

RCM brought goodies like health prod- g

ucts, beverages, noodles, towels, soaps
and other personal items.

The centre’s administrator, Lee Gim
San, received the goodies from Cheah.

In his speech, Cheah said the visit was
to share and bring Chinese New Year
greetings to the centre.

At the function, the Golden Angels

dance and chorus group from Rose Charities, led by
its leader Sang Yin, entertained the crowd.

Rose Charities International (RCI) is a group of
independent organisations based in several countries,
namely Malaysia, Australia, Cambodia, Guyana,

Cheah (11th from left) joining the Thian Hsiang Buddhist centre
residents and Rose Charities members for a group photograph
at the function.

Madagascar, Nepal, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, United
Kingdom, USA and Vietnam.

RCI is a non-political, non- profit and secular or-
ganisation linked by a common aim — to rehabilitate
people to a better, more productive life.

AROUND TOWN

QI GONG CLASS

THE ZhiRen Wellness Centre in Sungai Ara will be holding a free
beginners’ class on gi gong every Saturday from 10am to 11.30am
(in Chinese) and 2pm to 3.30pm (in English) at 4F-3, Tingkat
Kenari, Desaria, Bayan lepas. There will be a RM35 processing
fee that comes with a T-shirt. Seats are limited. Details, call An-
thony at 019-4093650.

RIDE FOR SIGHT

THE St. Nicholas Home together with G-Club Penang Cyclists
and the Penang Island Municipal Council will hold the annual
charity bike-a-thon in conjunction with Earth Hour at Queensbay
Mall on March 28 at 8.30pm. Details, call 04-2290800 or email
rfs@snh.org.my

ART EXHIBITION

THE Alliance Francaise de Penang is holding an exclusive female
art exhibition until March 21 at The Star Pitt St. The exhibition is
held in conjunction with International Women’s Day and profit
from the sales of the paintings will benefit the Women’s Centre for
Change. The Star Pitt St. is open from 9am to 6pm. Details, visit
www.afpenang.com.

AEROBICS DANCE

PENANG Fitness Association is holding aerobics dance exercise
classes from 8am to 9am on Sundays, and from 6pm to 7pm on
Wednesdays at the Penang Municipal Park (Youth Park). Those
interested in becoming instructors can discuss with Jeorge Subra-
maniam at the Sunday class. Details, call Jeorge at 016-4112205.

FREE COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

TAMAN Sri Nibong Residents’ Association has free community
activities for all Penangites. There are free classes in line dancing,
aerobics, English for adults, strum & sing guitar and ping-pong.
Contact the respective persons-in-charge in the link below if you
are interested to join any of these activities.

(Link: https://tsnra.wordpress.com/ra-activities/activitiestimeta-
ble/)

COMMUNITY SERVICE

COMMUNITY AIDS Service Penang is providing free HIV
confidential counselling and testing at its office in Bukit Mertajam.
Testing is available during office hours from Mondays to Fridays.
Call 04-5399510/5398510 for an appointment.

YOGA CLASSES

HINDU Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga classes every
Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the Hindu Mahajana Sangam,
Gandhiji Ashram, at 674, Jalan Kebun Bungah. Call Raju at 016-
4351211 for details.

WCC SERVICES

THE Women’s Centre for Change located at 241, Jalan Burmah
(next tp PTPL College) provides free and confidential services
through its hotline, e-mail, face-to-face counselling and shelter for
women in crisis. Details, e-mail wcc@wccpenang.org or call 04-
2280342.

EXERCISE SESSION

BAYAN Baru Rukun Tetangga will hold free aerobics sessions
from 6pm to 7pm on Mondays and free line dancing sessions from
6pm to 7pm on Tuesdays at the Medan Bayan Pasir children’s
playground in Bayan Baru. Call Jeorge Subramaniam (016-
4112205) for details about the aerobics sessions and Joselyn Chin
(019-5257254) for line dancing.
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New year do in
Bayan Lepas

Rashid (fourth from left) with some of the residents at the Chinese New Year do.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

HUNDREDS of residents from the
Bayan Lepas constituency attended a
Chinese New Year open house organ-
ised by the Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) recently.

The function held at the Village
Security and Development Commit-
tee (JKKK) office in Bayan Lepas
was officiated by Deputy Chief Min-
ister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon
who is also the Pantai Jerejak assem-

blymember.

Also present were State Religious
Council (MAIPP) deputy president
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain and
Parit Buntar MP Dr Mujahid Yusof
Rawa.

When addressing the crowd, Rashid
expressed his hope that the residents
will find more fortune and better
health in the Year of the Goat.

At the event which started at
around 7pm, the guests were given
mandarin oranges, a goodie bag each
and feted to a mini buffet.

Mass wedding for 18 couples
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The newlyweds posing for a group photo - Pix by Allssala Thian

FOR the first time ever, a mass Ma-
lay wedding took place in Balik
Pulau on March 15 involving 18
couples who looked resplendent in
their costumes.

The event, known as “Walimatu-
lurus Perdana 2015” (WUP °15),
was organised by Mohd. Tuah Is-
mail, area co-ordinator for Pulau
Betong.

“This is the first time we are hold-
ing such a ceremony and it is good
because it helps the young couples
to get married without having to pay
too much for wedding expenses.
Marriage is a blessing and it is not
necessary to be too extravagant and
one does not need to spend too much
money. Hence, this will help as
each couple can invite 300 guests
and only pay RM1,000 which will
be used for the food, services of the

New books for Komtar llbrary

THE Penang Public Library Board
received a boost recently in the
form of books worth RMS5,000
from Deputy Chief Minister 11
Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy and Komtar
assemblymember Teh Lai Heng.

This is in line with the state
government’s objective in last
year’s budget to improve the edu-
cation standard in Penang with the
increase of public library mem-
bers and users.

“Apart from this, I observe the
management of the public library
at Komtar is always working to
improve the collection of books,
particularly Chinese edition ones,”
Teh said during the ceremony to
hand over the books to the li-

brary’s director Sharimah Salleh
recently.

Also present was Tanglung vil-
lage head (penghulu) Safirol Iman.

“I hope public interested will
be generated towards the reading
habit, especially among the local
community,” Teh added.

With the contribution, the li-
brary has bought a total of 168
books covering history and geog-
raphy, fiction, biography, com-
munity science and others.

Teh hoped the Komtar public
library will become an excellent
innovation centre, meeting the
state government’s aim to create
a smart and innovative commu-
nity in the state.

F-.t"' =1 _ , .
Teh (third left), Ramasamy (second left) taklng at the books in the library. Looking on is
Sharimah (left) and Safirol.
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wedding ceremony, invitation cards
and wedding favours for the guests,”
Mohd Tuah told Buletin Mutiara’s
Ainul Wardah Sohili.

It was a sight to behold as the 18
couples rode on the open air Penang
Hop-On, Hop-Off (HOHO) bus
from the southwest district mosque
to the MPPP Sports Complex where
the event was held.

They were then greeted by kom-
pang, traditional drums and silat.

Penang state leaders joined the
wedding feast of 10,000.

Among the guests were Deputy
Chief Minister [ Datuk Mohd. Rashid
Hasnon and his wife Datin Nor
Azizah Haron, exco member Datuk
Abdul Malik Abul Kassim; Nibong
Tebal MP Datuk Mansor Othman
and Penang state mufti Datuk Seri
Hassan Ahmad.
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Boost for medical tourism

St by Victor S Professor Datuk Dr. Liew Choong-Chin who’s th
Pix by Ahmad Al Muhamad ofessor Datuk Dr. Liew Choong st RM15,000 ald for acc1dent victim

chairman and chief scientist of GeneNews Diag-
nostics Sdn Bhd which owns the R & D facility at ~ SEVERAL Penang state

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng was on hand to  the clinic. leaders have come for-
officially open the OSEL Clinic on Feb 6. Lim paid tribute to OSEL’s contributions in ~ ward to assist accident
The clinic claims that the way to good healthis ~ making the presence of Penang felt within the  victim S. Nanthankumar
to nip the root cause of a disease in the bud even  medical tourism of Malaysia. who requires RM50,000
before it is able to manifest itself by making the “I’'m very proud to say that Penang is the  for a spine surgery in a
patient succumb to its symptoms. leader of medical tourism in Malaysia. Penang  private hospital.
The clinic offers a wide range of services and  contributes to two-thirds of the medical tourism Nanthankumar’s

products which includes the usual one-stop con-  revenue in this country. Penang Health Association ~ wife, K. Daivaanai, 28,
sultations and health screenings within the ambit ~ statistics have revealed an increase of 14% in  and their three young
of general health care, aesthetics treatments such ~ Penang’s medical tourism revenue, from RM320  children were in Komtar

as state-of-the-art laser treatments toenhance one’s  million to RM370 millionin 2013 and the numbers  on March 20 to receive (From right) Jagdeep, Ramasamy, Rayer,
Ramkarpal, Daivaanai and Saraswathy

physical appearance and even regenerative treat-  are still increasing. the cheques together - .
ments aimed at fully healing damaged tissues and “Penang healthcare travellers increased from  with Nanthankumar’s :)c:g:;l::;t;g:-h the children at the cheque
organs but what really makes OSEL a cut above  297.850in2012t0351,673in2013.Thisisinline  elder sister, Saraswathy.
others in the medical health industry, is its flagship ~ with the state’s vision of making Penang the num- A sum of RM10,000 karpal Singh and Seri Delima assem-
commercial product called the Colon Sentry. ber one medical hub in Malaysia.” Lim said in his ~~ was contributed by the PenangHindu ~ blymember R.S.N. Rayer.

“We introduced to Malaysia in November 2011 speech. Endowment Board and RM5,000 Saraswathy told Buletin Mutiara
the world’s first colorectal cancer risk-stratification “And so with GeneNews R & D, we are proud  from several state leaders. on March 23 that Nanthankumar had
screening test, Colon Sentry. It is a simple blood  to have this genomic facility in Penang. It is the At the press conference were safely undergone the surgery and is

test which requires no preparation. Results are  only biotechnology company in Malaysiaconduct- ~ Deputy Chief Minister Il Professor P.  recovering in hospital.

available in days and indicate whether the indi- ing its research and development with gold stand- ~ Ramasamy, exco member Jagdeep He is expected to be discharged in
vidual person is at higher or lower risk than the ard FDA (Food & Drug Administration) equipment  Singh Deo, Bukit Gelugor MPRam- 10 days.

average person of having colon cancer,” said  that scans the whole human genome,” he added.
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Boost for

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

IT was a real boost for St John Ambu-
lance Malaysia (Penang) recently when
itreceived a brand new and fully equipped
Class A ambulance from Koleksi
Vipasana.

The ambulance, the second one con-
tributed by Vipasana to St John, was part
of a string of contributions undertaken
by Vipasana as part of its corporate social
responsibility initiatives since 2006. Its
past CSR contributions included six
motorised wheelchairs in 2008 for the
Penang Cheshire Home, funds to pur-
chase two dialysis machines for the
Penang Rotary Foundation in 2007, a
further three dialysis machines each for
Penang Fo Yi Haemodialysis Society and
Province Wellesley Renal Medifund in
2009 and one Class A ambulance to St.
John in November 2011.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng was
present at the ambulance handover event

Measures to make Penang Green

THE increased spending by the state govern-
ment on its green initiatives this year is an
indication of the aspirations of Penang to be
a livable city that is clean, green, safe and

healthy.

This was announced by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng at a press conference in Komtar on
March 13 when he launched the “BE GREEN,
MAKE A DIFFERENCE” campaign and
unveiled an allocation amounting to
RM647,000 to implement green incentives
for the promotion of sustainable use of re-
sources and development for the state.

The total allocation for 2015 marks an
increase of RM320,000 compared to 2014 and
most of the extra budget is channeled towards
the Penang Green Innovation Incentive, the
Penang Green Office Certification Incentive
and the Penang Rainwater Harvesting Incen-

Lim (right) checking out the defibrillatof device

S

in the new ambulance. Looking

on is Hun Lim (left), director of Koleksi Vipasana.

held on March 1 at the premises of
Koleksi Vipasana at Beach Street. Lim
heaped praises on the humanitarian ef-
forts by Vipasana in presenting St John

or announcements,” said Lim.

Siew Shuen.

tive. budget:
No. Awards & Incentives
1 Penang Green Innovation Incentive
2 Penang Green Office Certification
Incentive (new)
3 Penang Rainwater Harvesting

Incentive (new)

Penang Green School Award

Penang Green Video Contest

4
5 Penang Green Journalism Award
6
7

Penang Environmental Stewardship

Award (new)

8 Penang Environmental Sustainability

Award (new)
Total

“It’s important for the state government
through the efforts of the Penang Green Coun-
cil to implement programmes and incentives
which promote sound environmental sustain-
ability solutions and not merely empty slogans

Among those who were present at the
launch were exco member for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management & Flood Mitiga-
tion cum PGC vice-chairman Chow Kon
Yeow, Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) president cum PGC advisory panel
member Datuk Maimunah Mohd Sharif, PGC
board member Datuk Renji Sathiah, Penang
Water Supply Corporation general manager
cum PGC advisory panel member Jaseni
Maidinsa and PGC general manager Thing

Detailed breakdown of the allocated

Ambulance with its second ambulance.

“The project to purchase a Class A
fully equipped commuter ambulance has
taken Koleksi Vipasana approximately

-l e

Lim (right) unveiling the budg

St John Ambulance

two years to realise. Funds were raised
through direct donations from the devo-
tees of Kruba Akliyachat (Chief Monk
from Chiang Mai), customers and
friends. The total amount collected was
RM300,000. This has shown that Penang
people care,” Lim said in his speech.

Lim also commended on the sterling
performance of the state government in its
fiscal policy and the management of its
budget surpluses to implement the welfare
policies for the poor and disadvantaged.

“The state government spent RM287
million in cash aid and disbursements
since 2008 or 12% of our annual budget
surpluses since 2008. In fact, the state
government recorded RM453 million in
budget surpluses over a six-year period
from 2008-2013. This is bigger than the
RM373 million in accumulated sur-
pluses over 50 years from 1957-2007. In
other words, the Penang state govern-
ment’s performance over the last six
years is better than the previous 50
years,” Lim added.

Groan Ince

RM 6

et breakdown for the green initiatives

for Penang. Looking on are other staff of the PGC.

Allocation in 2015 (RM)
400,000
110,000

10,000
85,000

28,000
14,000

647,000

Allocation in 2014 (RM)
200,000
0

0
85,000
28,000
14,000
0
0

327,000
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Upgraded free WiFi service

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Chan Lilian

THE state government will be spending an
extra RM25,000 from its coffers every
month to provide better and enhanced
services in the Penang Free Wifi initiative.

This increase in spending, which saw
the amount escalating to RM 154,200
from the previous RM 129,200, will result
in faster Internet speed of 1Mbps com-
pared to 512kbps before the upgrade.

This upgrade was announced at a press
conference on March 4 by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng and exco member Chow
Kon Yeow, who handled the discussions
with Redtone, the integrated telecom-
munications solutions and service pro-
vider for Penang Free Wifi.

Redtone was represented by its presi-
dent and chief business officer Shaifubah-
rim Saleh and chief financial officer
Prabodh K. Sheth.

Penang’s housing needs sidelined by PRIMA

“Since its launch six years ago, the free
WiFi service has understandably been
very popular and to date, has close to
600,000 registered users! That’s 40% of
the population of Penang,” an elated Lim
told members of the press.

To date, there are a total of 1,550 hot-
spots scattered across all the 40 state
constituencies where one can access the
free Internet service daily.

The upgrade also includes a five-fold
increase in backhaul bandwidth from
75Mbps to 375Mbps.

Shaifubahrim noted that in the six
years since Penang Free WiFi came into
existence, public expectations and usage
have increased and differed and as such,
the upgrade is most propitious to ensure
quality service is maintained at all times
for Penangites.

“When we first started six years ago,
usage was mainly for emails and texting
but users are now getting more savvy and

- i g PPN
Shaifubahrim (left) explaining the upgraded services while Jelutong MP Jeff Ooi
looks on.

complicated meaning nearly everybody
has smartphones, iPads and notebooks
and this has increased the demand for

upgrading the backhaul to provide better
services,” he said on the necessity for the
upgrade.

PENANG exco member for Housing, Town & Country
Planning Jagdeep Singh Deo has voiced his utter dis-
appointment over the treatment that Penangites are
receiving from the federal government through its
1Malaysia Housing Project (PR1MA) on public hous-
ing.

Referring to an article published by a local daily on
March 4, Jagdeep questioned the unavailability of a
single home built by PRIMA in Penang in spite of
119,933 units approved for construction nationwide as
announced by PR1IMA chief executive officer Datuk
Abdul Mutalib Alias.

Abdul Mutalib was quoted in the article as saying
that a total of 119,933 units of houses which involved
80 projects have been approved for construction and
out of this total, construction work has already begun
for 40,000 units while for the remaining units, work
is expected to start any time.

“PRIMA has announced 119,933 units nationwide
but not even one for Penang. Why the delay? We are
the second smallest state in the country but we pay the
third highest in taxes,” Jagdeep said at a press confer-
ence on March 7.

“PR1MA began in December 2012 when the PRIMA
Act was passed by Parliament and after three years,
we are still at the correspondence stage in Penang
whereas construction work has already started or will
start soon in other states like Perak, Kedah, Johor and
Malacca. I hope this is not politically motivated,” he
added.

Jagdeep also reiterated that the state government
would continue with its policy of building affordable
homes through its partnership with the private sector
of which 22,545 units have been planned so far in all
five districts in Penang.

to Penangites.

2 BAHAGIAN PERUMAHAN, PEJABAT SETIAUSAHA KERAJAAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG.

SENARAI LOT-LOT BUMIPUTERA UNTUK DIJUAL
i g
BIL NAMA PEMAJU LOKASI NAMA PROJEK JENIS PEMAJUAN HARGA SEUNIT oA 5 ST PERHUBUNGAN

1. Blossom Time Sdn Bhd
No.1, Jalan Tropika, Tropika Ferringhi
Bandar Batu Ferringhi
11100 Pulau Pinang
No. Tel : 04-8811340
No. Fax : 04-8811350

Di Atas Sebahagian Lot 31,478,479

Jalan Sungai Batu,
Bandar Batu Ferringhi
Daerah Timur Laut
Pulau Pinang.

2. Kewira Jaya Sdn. Bhd.
Setia Welcome Centre, Spice
No. 18 Jalan Tun Dr Awang
11900 Pulau Pinang

Di Atas Lot PT 24, Seksyen 2,
Daerah Timur Laut
Pulau Pinang.

3. BM City Realty & Contruction Sdn Bhd
Lot 1323, Mukim 7, Jalan Perda Selatan
Bandar Perda
14000 Bukit Mertajam

Di Atas Lot 1323, Mukim 7,
Jalan Perda Selatan
Seberang Perai Tengah
Pulau Pinang.

Berserta Sebahagian Lot 553, Mukim 7

Rumah Berkembar
3 Tingkat

Tropika Ferringhi RM1,798,000.00 -

RM2,118,000.00

11 Brooks Rumah Banglo

2 & 3 Tingkat

RM6,584,420.00

Kompleks
BM City

Kedai / Pejabat RM1,140,000.00

RM1,708,100.00 -

RM2,012,100.00

RM8,255,199.00

RM1,083,000.00
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From dumpsite to prime land

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

PENANG Development Corporation (PDC) is calling
for Request for Proposal (RFP) for the safe rehabilita-
tion and development of Jelutong Dumpsite and
propose a new disposal site for construction and
demolition waste and marine clay.

This will turn the current dumpsite into a piece of
prime land measuring 53 acres suitable for a well-
mixed integrated development.

Exco member Chow Kon Yeow called a press
conference to announce the RFP on Feb 23. Also
present was Sungai Pinang assemblymember Lim
Siew Khim.

Chow pointed out some of the salient points of the
proposed development which includes:

- After completion of rehabilitation process and the
Jelutong Dumpsite is deemed fit and safe for develop-
ment, the tenderers are allowed to develop it.

- Major components of the proposed development
are recommended to comprise a well-mixed inte-
grated development.

- The proposed development must take into con-
sideration the proposed Middle Bank project and exist-
ing road networks around the proposed site and the
master plan of the proposed development to incorpo-
rate tentative connectivity from the development site

Lim (left) and Chow (second from left) together
with PDC and MPPP heads of department going
through the maps of the proposed project.

A} ™

to the Middle Bank proposed development.

“The successful tenderers must adhere to all guide-
lines, rules, regulations, by-laws of Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP), Department of Environ-
ment (DOE) and all relevant authorities,” Chow said.

“The development must comprise affordable hous-
ing units and comply with the Green Building Index
(GBI) rating and a Rain Harvesting System is manda-
tory. There are other conditions and interested parties
may enquire from PDC,” he added.

Upgrading Campbell Street market

“GOOD project,
good governance”
was how Penang
Island Municipal
Council (MPPP)
chief Datuk Pata-
hiyah Ismail de-
scribed the effort
to gather feedback
from the people
before upgrading
the Campbell
Street market.
“Although this
may involve a

much longer time, The facade of the Campbell Street market.

the feedback will

help MPPP to deliver what the community wants,”
Patahiyah said at the launch of the public feedback
campaign from Feb 27 to end of April.

The Penang Women Development Corporation
(PWDC) was appointed as the agency to do the re-
search involving the traders and market goers and the
community in the area.

Exco member Chow Kon Yeow who launched the
projectexplained: “The Campbell Street market at the
junction of Campbell Street and Carnavon Street is
one of the earliest to be built in George Town in the
1900s.

“It has a unique corner facade treatment and this
market lies in the heritage zone category.

“Previously, there were proposals to upgrade but
they were not realised. I believe with this thorough

engagement with traders and the public, it will be suc-
cessful this time. The estimated cost will be around
RM3 million.”

There are 52 licensed traders, of which 39 are men
and 13 women.

PWDC will analyse the market goers’ needs and
will ensure that the arrangements are optimised ac-
cording to these needs.

MPPPis ready to work with PWDC and the George
Town World Heritage Incorporated (GTWHI), Penang
Heritage Trust (PHT) and other organisations and take
proactive steps in the conservation of the heritage
building.

At the same time, MPPP hopes that by revitalising
the market, it will also activate the tangible and intan-
gible heritage of the building and its surroundings.

Teh handing out the biscuit which is a sweet surprise for the
senior citizens.

CURIOUS to know why a bis-
cuit is named lou-por pheng or
“wife cake”?

Well, when Tanjung Bungah
assemblymember Teh Yee Cheu
gave these biscuits to the ladies
in his constituency during the
International Women’s Day,
Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian’s
curiousity was piqued.

A check on Wikipedia
showed a romantic tale of a
wife’s loyalty and the husband’s
faithfulness.

In the legend, a village was
struck by a strange disease. The
wife’s father-in-law was sick
and when the family was unable
to buy medicine to cure him, the
good daughter-in-law sold her-
self to be a slave. When the
husband found out, he was sad
and he made biscuits with a
flaky crust and almond and
winter melon fillings.

His biscuits were so good, he
soon made a lot of money and
he finally earned enough to buy
his wife out of slavery.

There are several legends and
folklore about this biscuit but
with these good morals of loy-
alty, filial piety and faithfulness,
it is apt that Teh had chosen to

give the women folk in Tanjung
Bungah a piece of lou-por pheng
with the sticker that says: ““Show
your hands, show your hearts”.

Teh distributed 1,000 pieces
of “wife biscuits” in conjunction
with International Women'’s
Day on March 8 outside May-
bank Tanjong Bungah where
thousands of senior citizens
queued up to collect their
RM100 under the Penang State
Government Wargamas pro-
gramme.

“Itis a very pleasant surprise
for me,” said Khoo Lian Hong,
who was among those who re-
ceived the biscuit.

Khoo, who is also a commit-
tee member of the Jalan Gajah
Village Development and Secu-
rity Committee, was around the
area to help out during the
Wargamas Programme.

A total of 4,192 senior citi-
zens from the Tanjung Bungah
constituency were eligible to
collect RM100 for this session.

Maybank Tanjong Bungah
was specially opened during the
weekend to expedite the pay-out
on March 7 and 8 and recipients
can collect their money from
Maybank till March 20.
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Putting more women in business world

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

BECOMING a business entrepre-
neur will help women to improve
their income and that of their fam-
ily, and to be independent and face
life’s challenges.

“With more women involved
in business, society will also move
towards gender equality,” exco for
Youth and Sports, Women, Fam-
ily and Community Development
Chong Eng told the crowd which
attended the launch of the Women
Business Entrepreneurs Carnival
2015 at Komtar recently.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, exco for Health
Dr Afif Bahardin, Sungai Pinang

assemblymember Lim Siew Kim
and Penang Island Municipal
Council (MPPP) secretary Ang
Aing Thye.

Women Business Entrepre-
neurs Carnival 2015 is one of the
activities organised by the state
government in conjunction with
International Women’s Day which
falls on March 8 every year.

This year’s theme of “Make It
Happen” is a reminder that wom-
en can succeed with a strong will,
hard work and continuously striv-
ing to move forward.

“As an exco for Women Devel-
opment, I am proud to see this
carnival come to fruition resulting
from the co-operation of the state
government and Penang business
women,” Chong Eng said.

She called on the state govern-
ment departments to improve their
efforts in drawing women to be
involved in business, especially
youths and younger women.

Meanwhile, in launching the
carnival, Rashid said the state
government started the Micro
Credit Loan Scheme in October
2009, which provided interest-free
loans to a maximum of RM5 000
payable in two years.

Till Sept 30, 2014, a total of
1,964 recipients have benefitted
from the scheme, with 1,089, or
55.4%, women borrowers.

The state government in June
2014 launched the Youth Agro
Entrepreneurs Fund (Tabung Usa-
hawan Tani Muda) to help busi-
nessmen in the agriculture sector.
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(From left) Lim, Afif, Rashid and Chong Eng showing the posters

for the carnival.

“Penang Development Corpo-
ration has organised business
skills programmes for interested
parties. All these efforts were
aimed at motivating business ac-
tivities and help to spur the econ-
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Melintang :

. Roda tiga.

[o o) IOV

penempatan selat.
10. Wilayah
12. Ibu negeri Pulau Pinang.

. Negeri yang berkait rapat dengan sejarah Pulau Pinang.

. Kapten yang dikenali sebagai pengasas Pulau Pinang.
. Bersama-sama Pulau Pinang dan Singapura menjadi kawasan

13. Pusat pentadbiran Kerajaan Negeri.

Menegak :

2. Tempat persinggahan kapal dari luar.

4. Raja buah.
6. Rojak.
7. Pengangkutan air.

9. Kedudukan pulau di permulaan

omy of Penagites, including wom-
en,” he added.

A total of 24 stalls participated
at the carnival held at Komtar
Level 3, from March 16 to March
19.

Tarikh Tutup—Peraduan :
30 Juni2015

11. Makanan popular di Pulau Pinang.
14. Acara tahunan pada penghujung tahun.

Lengkapkan slogan dibawah :

Saya inginkan sebuah Pulau Pinang yang

(tidak melebihi 30 patah perkataan)

Sila isi butiran berikut:

No.Kad Pengenalan: ___________________

Alamat:

Terma & Syarat Peraduan:

. Peserta boleh menghantar
. Hanya penyertaan lengkap bakal diadili.

. Teka silang kata : Peraduan dibuka dari

. Peraduan terbuka kepada semua.

. Lengkapkan silang kata di atas dan slogan.

. Slogan adalah tidak melebihi 30 patah perkataan.

Hanya borang penyertaan sah boleh digunakan.

penyertaan sahaja.

hingga

. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.
. Keputusan pengadil adalah muktamad.

10. Sebarang pertanyaan sila hubungi 04 - 650 5564 / 5256 / 5704.

11. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan kepada :

Buletin Mutiara, Peraduan Silang Kata - Sejarah Pulau Pinang,

Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Pulau Pinang.

1
2
3
4
5.
6.
7
8
)
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Utama:

RM 500



Story and pix by Mark James

WITH the spike in dengue cases
the past year, the Health Depart-
ment has taken steps to ensure
construction sites are kept clean
and free of any Aedes mosquito
breeding grounds.

As of March 12, seven con-
struction sites have been issued
a 14-day stop-work order after
they were found to be infested
with Aedes mosquito breeding
grounds.

State exco for Agriculture and
Agro-based Industry, Rural De-
velopment and Health Dr. Afif
Bahardin said the developers and
contractors have to clean their
site and only then will the Health
Department give permission for
construction to resume.

“When there are three or more
mosquito breeding grounds
found, the site will be ordered to
close down and a maximum com-
pound of RMS500 can be issued
for every offence. However, it is
the two- week shutdown that is a
major deterrent,” he said during
a construction site visit in Tan-
jung Tokong.

Run for charity

A CHARITY run called “Project Cha’ Rice - A
cup of rice, saves lives” is being organised by
the final year students of Disted’s School of
Hospitality Management on April 19.

The event will feature two runs - the 7.5km
Rice Run and the 6.5km Rice Walk - beginning
from Disted’s Yeap Chor Ee campus to the Pen-

ang Botanical Gardens.

The goal of this charity drive is to collect 1,000
kg of rice and RM5,000 which will then be dis-
persed to several charity foundations, namely
The Lighthouse, Kechara Soup Kitchen and

House of Hope.

Anyone may donate rice and other non-per-
ishable goods to the Disted Wawasan City Cam-

pus (Gat Lebuh China).

For entry forms and questions regarding the
race, call Walter at 016-4877417 or Emily at

016-4234886.

Student organisers welcome any and
all donations from the public to make
their charity drive a success.

He said the Health Department
has surveyed 109 out of 237 con-
struction sites in the state and has
issued 13 compounds to date.

“We are also making it manda-
tory for construction companies
and contractors to submit month-
ly activity reports by appointed
disease and security control of-
ficers to make it easier for local
authorities to monitor construc-
tion sites,” he said.

Penang recorded a 201.23%
increase in dengue cases or 1,115
cases since January as compared
to 408 cases in the same period
last year.

Afif said there were 15 con-
trolled localised areas where
dengue was present; six in the
southwest district, five in the
northeast district, three in Se-
berang Perai Tengah and one in
Seberang Perai Utara.

It was reported that there was
a hotspot in Seberang Perai Sela-
tan where 17 cases were recorded
within the first week of March
and an uncontrolled locality in
Perkampungan Valdor where 28
cases were recorded in the same
time period.

Afif checking a stagnant water sample for Aedes mosquito larvae during a recent
construction site visit.
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Lim (fifth from left) giving the thumbs-up after presenting the mock cheque to Abd Malek (fourth from left).

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

TAXI drivers in Penang heaved a sigh of
relief after receiving the RM300 incen-
tive each which was promised to them by
the state government in a programme
held at Dewan Masyarakat Penyayang on
Feb 14.

The cash incentive, to be given out
twice a year, will benefit a total of 1,699
taxi drivers and the first payment for 2015
will cost the state government

RM509,700.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who
was present at the event, conveyed his
appreciation to the taxi drivers for their
contribution towards the tourism industry
of Penang as well as their role as “little
ambassadors” to disseminate good news
and accurate information regarding hap-
penings in the state to outsiders.

“The repeated visits by tourists reflect
the extra mile that Penang taxi drivers are
willing to run in terms of services. All of
you are the little ambassadors of the state

that reflect the culture and lifestyles of
Penangites. Your good services and
friendliness are in line with the 2015
Visit Penang Year theme,” Lim told the
massive crowd of taxi drivers in the hall.

Among others present at the pro-
gramme were Deputy Chief Minister 1
Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon, exco mem-
bers Chow Kon Yeow, Danny Law and
Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim, politi-
cal secretary to the Chief Minister, Wong
Hon Wai, Sungai Pinang assemblymem-
ber Lim Siew Khim and Federation of

Penang Taxi Association president Abd
Malek Darus.

Abd Malek, in his speech, also voiced
his concerns and the sentiments shared
by all taxi drivers, in which all inspec-
tions on taxis conducted by Puspakom
are subjected to 6% GST which will add
on to their financial burden.

A similar programme was held on Feb
15 at the Seberang Perai Municipal Coun-
cil headquarters at Bandar Perda, Bukit
Mertajam, to give out the same incentives
for taxi drivers on the mainland.

Ireland-Penang book launched

PENANGITES will be delighted to know that a
book titled “Ireland—Penang: Bridging Friend-
ships” was launched on March 7 in conjunction
with St Patrick’s Day, which is Ireland’s national
day.

It tells the stories of many Irish people who lived
and loved their beloved Penang.

It is a little-known fact that the Irish had a hand
in building Penang to what it is today and this book
would shed more knowledge on how many Irish
men and women came to Penang seeking success
from the opportunities offered in the state.

“Penang is renowned in the Southeast Asian
region as a choice location for investors, desirable
sustainable living and of course, its freedom,” said
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng at the book launch.

“Penang and Ireland have had a long-standing
educational history of over 50 years with the Pen-
ang Medical College (PMC) where every PMC
student will spend two and a half years of their
medical studies there,” he said.

“In July 2013, Penang Medical College saw its
1,000th doctor graduate from the college.”

Lim said the people of Pen- [ &%
ang are welcoming to the differ- '
ent cultures and diversity of the
world’s people.

“We reiterate our respect for
diversity and inclusive society.
We also commit ourselves to-
wards excellence and attracting
human talent. There are no
borders, no colour bias or glass
ceilings. Only respect for hard
work, honesty and dedication,”
he added.

Ambassador of Ireland to
Malaysia Declan Kelly too
shared his joy of celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day in Penang with his
fellow countrymen at Straits
Quay.

“Every time I am in Penang I feel welcomed
here. St Patrick’s falls on March 17 but I am glad
we are able to celebrate it a week ahead with the
Chief Minister, fellow Irishmen and also the locals

s

St. John’s Alumni Pipe Band was one of the crowd favourites during the
St Patrick’s Festival held at Straits Quay.

of Penang,” the Irish ambassador said.

The festival went on well into the evening with
music, parades and celebrations by international
schools, local associations, a vintage car club and
even a pipe and drum corps from Kuala Lumpur.



Penang aims to #MakeltHappen for women

FOR the first time, the Penang State Government
through MMK Wanita and Penang Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) is celebrating Interna-
tional Women’s Day (IWD) the ENTIRE month of
March!

With March 8 being the official IWD date and the
theme of Make It Happen for 2015, PWDC has em-

barked on a month-long celebration to recognise and
acknowledge women’s contribution to the state and
nation.

The #MakeltHappen campaign echoes the message
of Chong Eng, Penang State Exco for Youth & Sports;
Women, Family and Community Development and
Chairperson of PWDC: to continue working towards a

better Penang for women in terms of gender equality
and social justice. Bringing the message as wide as
possible, PWDC is collaborating with friends from the
community, women NGOs, fellow state agencies, EX-
COs and others, including partners in the private sector.

Here are just some of the activities PWDC has been
involved with in the first half of March.

March 6: Launching of PWDC’s #MakeltHappen Campaign

Kicking off the #MakeltHappen campaign is a series of six LED public
service announcements (PSA) that would play on all OOHM LED boards in
Penang. This visual campaign saw PWDC collaborating with sponsors The
One Academy Penang who designed the PSAs and Majlis Perbandaran Pulau
Pinang (MPPP) and OOHM Sdn Bhd who provided the slots for the PSAs.

PWDC chairperson Chong Eng, directors Yap Soo Huey and Chin Soo Wah, and
staff with the sponsors of #MakeltHappen.

agree the #MakeltHappen PSA design team from The One

YES for EQUALITY
Academy.

March 8: International Women’s
Day Celebration at Occupy Beach
Street, George Town

March 8 saw a whole host of
IWD-related activities at Occupy
Beach Street in the heart of George
Town. In the morning was Women’s
Centre for Change, Penang or WCC’s
“Make It Happen: WCC Celebrates

From left: PWDC directors Cecilia Ng and
Datin Rohana Weiler, PWDC CEO Aloyah

30 Years” carnival. Representing
PWDC were our directors, staff and
volunteers, as well as our chairper-
son Chong Eng.

In the afternoon, a group of Pen-
angites called Change Makers organ-
ised various activities such as a film
screening, mosaic making competi-
tion, talks and a book launch.

Bakar and PWDC director Mangaleswary PWDC volunteers champion-
V.Kumarasamy supporting Women’s Centre ing the message of gender

for Change, Penang’s IWD celebration.

equality.

March 12: Lean IN @ MPPP

One of PWDC’s portfolios in our Women’s Empowerment and Leadership
(WEL) programme is the Lean IN @ Penang Forums. The forum applies concepts
from best-selling book, “Lean IN: Women, Work and the Will to Lead” by Sheryl
Sandberg, COO of Facebook and one of the most powerful women in the global

<

The participants of Lean IN @ MPPP with Chong Eng and Aloyah.

Stay tuned for the next issue of Buletin Mutiara for Part 2 of our IWD coverage.

corporate arena.

Invited by MPPP’s Recreation, Tourism and International Relations Department
to bring Lean IN @ Penang Forums to its staff, this session was attended by more
than 80 women from MPPP, making it the largest Lean IN session ever conducted
by PWDC!

MPPP staff Lean IN to #MakeltHappen.

To find out how you can be part of our #MakeltHappen campaign, follow us on Facebook @PWDCMalaysia.



A EOCEECOURCIES

Story and pix by Mark
James

THE Jalan Permai market com-
plex adjacent to the low-medi-
um cost apartment Centrio
Avenue is on track and sched-
uled to be opened on March 25.

State exco for Local Gov-
ernment, Traffic Management,
and Flood Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow visited the site
ahead of its completion to in-
spect the market which will
house 58 stalls of wet and dry
goods and 23 food and bever-
age outlets.

The project developer, Nu-
wata Sdn Bhd, designed the
market with comfort in mind
for visitors.

Each food stall will be
equipped with steel table tops,
proper ventilation and a grease
trap, access to ample carpark
space in the basement and
disabled-friendly access ramps
throughout the infrastructure.

“We have already conducted
hundreds of interviews with
potential tenants here but prior-
ity was given to those who
have been operating without
licences, especially roadside
shops in the Jelutong and Gelu-
gor area,” said Chow.

“The rental of the units is
RM350 but unfortunately will
also be subjected to 6% Goods
and Services Tax (GST),” he
added.

Nuwata also provided the
area with a community park
not far from the market com-
plex as part of its corporate-
social responsibility project
dubbed Raffel Park.

The park located between
SMK Bukit Gambir and Se-
kolah Kebangsaan Bukit Gam-
bir is aimed at enriching the
local community and includes
a basketball court, children’s
playground, multi-purpose
field, sprint track and a shel-
tered resting area.

March 16 - 31, 2015

Final touches being made to the Jalan Permai market complex.

MPPP urges public not to react violently at officers

THE Penang Island Municipal Council (MPPP) wants
members of the public not to become violent against
its officers who are carrying out their duties.

The appeal came after Omar Ismail , 60, was as-
saulted at about 11.50am on March 10 while towing
away a car parked at a bus stop along Chulia Street.

Towing action was taken because the car was in a
critical zone, forcing buses to block a traffic lane while
passengers embarked and disembarked.

While the car was being towed, the owner appeared
and reacted violently, grabbing the tow trucks keys
from Omar and began punching him.

Other MPPP officers managed to break up the fight
without further injuries to Omar and immediately
lodged a police report against the assailant.

MPPP councillor Tan Kim Hooi said the driver had
no money to pay the fine so the officers told him to
make an official appeal to MPPP.

“In instances of emergencies and after making an
official appeal, we can void the fine but to engage in
violence against the officers doing their job is unac-
ceptable,” Tan said at a press conference recently.

“We leave it to the police to handle the case but
we want the public to not react violently against the
officers,” he said.

Omar, just shy of six months from retirement,
never had an experience like this in the past.

Councillor Lee Chun Kit also expressed his regret
that such violence happened.

“Our officers do what has to be done to ensure law

Tan showing members of the press the police report lodged against Omar’s (right) assailant.

and order is enforced. If we want to have smooth
traffic flow, we have to take action against traffic law
offenders,” he said.

MPPP has also said that it will be reviewing the
standard operating procedures to be able to handle
civilians who let their emotions get the better of them.
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Roadside no place to dump unwanted vehicles

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

UNWANTED vehicles are to
be disposed of by the owners
themselves and definitely not
the duty of the Penang Island
Municipal Council (MPPP) to
pick up the pieces.

That’s the message sent by
MPPP to the public through its
councillor Dr Tan Kim Hooi,
who’s the alternate chairman
for the MPPP Enforcement and
Public Education Committee,
during a press conference on
March 10.

Tan was commenting on
complaints received by MPPP
regarding discarded cars and
motorcycles, especially around
flats and housing areas and by
the roadside, which not only
posed an obstruction to traffic
flow but are also an eyesore.

As a temporary measure,

MPPP will tow away the dis-
carded vehicles and store them
at its main depot for unwanted
vehicles at Jalan Timah located
just behind the Penang Times
Square.

Due to space constraints, a
second depot is at Jalan Patani.

According to statistics re-
leased by Tan, a total of 124
discarded cars and 304 motor-
cycles are currently stored at
both depots.

“You can imagine the burden
shouldered by MPPP just to
provide sufficient space to store
these vehicles. I urge vehicle
owners to take their own initia-
tive to turn unwanted cars or
motorcycles into scrap metal.
It’s not the duty of MPPP to
provide such services for you,”
he said at the press conference.

“MPPP will conduct a back-
ground check on the towed
vehicles. Those involved in

————
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Tan (third from left) and other MPPP councillors inspecting the depot for discarded vehicles.

criminal activities would be
passed to the police for them to
conduct their investigations.
Those with clean records would
be kept in the MPPP vehicles
depot for up to a year before we
get rid of them as scrap metal,”
he added.

The owners would be identi-
fied via various methods such
as through the number plate of
the vehicle, Road Transport
Department records, chassis
number found on the engine
and road tax sticker and once
identified, a compound or even

Call for MPPP, MPSP
to run ferry service

A BOLD call has been made
to the Transport Ministry —al-
low Penang’s local councils to
run the iconic ferry service.

Making this call at the Pen-
ang Island Municipal Council
full-board meeting on Feb 26,
councillor S. Sukumar said the
ferry services need to be im-
proved and the proposal to
increase the fares is bad tim- e
ing.

Although media report
have eventually claimed that
there will be no increase, Su-
kumar made the call the Pen-
ang local governments should take over the
service as ferry operations have been run-
ning at a loss.

In the council meeting at the MPPP
building at Esplanade, Sukumar proposed
that both MPPP and Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP) consider the step
to save the ferry.

“I am sure with the support of the state
government together with MPPP and
MPSP, the service can be improved, man-
aged professionally and will not run at a
loss,” he said.

He also suggested that the ferry service
be made to attract tourists and expand to
other areas like Balik Pulau and around the
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A file photo of Penang’s iconic ferry.

island.

“Please improve and expand the service
to fit the current times. The ferry service
started in the 1920s. Make it relevant now!”
Sukumar said.

It was reported that Penang Port Com-
mission (PPC) is proposing to review its
ferry fares with hikes from 10 sen to RM20.

According to the proposal, the motorcy-
cle fare will increase from RM2 to RM3.50;
cars from RM7.70 to RM9; pedestrians
from RM1.20 to RM2; and bicycles from
RM1.40 to RM1.50.

Prices of seasonal tickets for students
and adults will also be increased to RM6
from RM3, and from RM30 to RM50 re-
spectively.

court proceedings would be
initiated against the owner.

Other MPPP councillors
present at the press conference
were Mohd Nasir Yahya, Mo-
hamed Yusoff Mohd Noor,
Sha’ari Md Salleh and Edward
Tan.

Calls for public forum
on the hills in Penang

PENANG Island
Municipal Council
(MPPP) chief Datuk
Patahiyah Ismail has
assured that MPPP
will listen to the call
by 25 non-govern-
mental organisations
(NGOs) to hold a
public forum on hill-
slope development.

She was respond-
ing to the address
made by councillor
Dr. Lim Mah Hui in
the full-board meet-
ing on Feb 26 where
Lim presented the
NGOs’ letter to the
council.

“We will certainly
look into the call by
the NGOs to hold the
public forum. However, MPPP is
now tied up with the upcoming city
status for George Town and will do
so only after the declaration of
George Town as a city. At the mo-
ment, we do not know the city dec-
laration date yet as everything de-
pends on the palace. I will instruct
the Engineering Department to take

Sukumar and Lim comparing notes after the
meeting. MPPP councillors are each given an
iPad to allow them to have a paperless working
environment.

note of the request from the NGOs,”
Patahiyah told reporters after the
meeting.

According to the letter, bald
patches on hill-tops are appearing
all over the state.

The group asked MPPP to jointly
organise a public forum to inform
the public on steps being taken to
address the issue.
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The Municipal Council food complex on Gurney
Drive where the stall is located.

Story and pix by Mark James

GURNEY Drive is synonymous with Penang
hawker food and is now a world famous location
to find the best local delicacies the state has to offer.

But there is yet another gem nestled away from
the hustle and bustle of the eatery.

The Penang Famous Edgecumbe Road Mee
Goreng, Mee Rebus and Pasembur or affection-
ately known as “rojak* to those outside of Penang
has been dishing plate after plate of their hot and
spicy Indian-Muslim delicacy for some time now.

Like most great eateries, blink and you might
miss it as they operate in a small city council food
complex amidst the tall luxury apartments.

“Mee goreng telur tambah daging kurang pedas,”
is an order I have made since the first time I ate
there over 10 years ago and did again on my recent
visit.

While waiting for the order to arrive, I managed
to sit down with the owner, Ahmad Jamal, who told
me why the business could survive even after three
generations.

“The business can be traced back to over 50 years
ago from my father’s uncle, to my father and now
to me. All that time we kept the original recipe but
added more add-on side dishes for the customers
to choose,” Ahmad said.

Among the popular add-ons that customers can
choose are beef, bean curd, cuttle fish, hard boiled
eggs and kelempung (lung).

“Many shops have come and gone since we
moved here from Edgecumbe Road in 1982. Now
my uncle and I have taken over my father’s mee
goreng stall, the pasembur stall is run by my
cousin and the drinks by another uncle,” he said.

My order arrives and tastes exactly the way I had
it all those years ago, then cooked by Ahmad’s fa-
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ther.

Eve-
rything was
fresh from the
noodles, tender cuts
of the beef and slice of lime Mee sotong is also
for that extra zing. a popular order.

There is something very
relaxing having a spicy noodle lunch, sipping on
fresh coconut water while enjoying the sea breeze
and the open view of the ocean; a great way to spend
the office lunch hour I must say.

What makes this mee goreng stand out over
many is that the sauce and spices used are not
drowned in sugar like many other stalls do.

“We do not do sweet here, we do spicy. We have
had customers coming here asking for double,
triple or even quadruple times the regular ‘heat!”

So for those who will be first-time customers,
we do recommend going for the mild spiciness as
even the mild will get the sweat glands working
overtime.

We also recommend coming during the weekday
as the place is usually packed on weekends by locals
and tourists alike.

“We’ve had customers who upon disembarking
their planes at the airport take a taxi straight here.
It is also common for families who drive down from
Kuala Lumpur to have their lunch here and take
away bags full of our mee,” he said brimming as
he recounted the stories of his stall.

Prices are also very reasonable with a plain mee
goreng costing only RM3.50, to the Istimewa Spe-
cial costing RM7.00 or better yet, customise your
order to your whims and fancy.

The Penang Famouse Edgecumbe Road Mee
Goreng operates daily except on Fridays from 9am
to Spm.

Fresh coconut water is the perfect drink to pair with the spicy
mee goreng.




Better public transport in the pipeline

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

IN an update on the Penang
Transport Master Plan (PTMP)
recently, exco for Local Gov-
ernment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow said six companies,
four local and two foreign, have
been identified to bid for the
PTMP.

“In all, 50 companies sub-
mitted their applications to take
up the various projects includ-
ing public transport, road and
highway and also water ways,”
Chow said.

He added that as from Feb
23, evaluation studies on the
eligible companies will start.

“It will take one to two
months to make the final deci-
sion,” he said at a media confer-
ence in Komtar recently.

Also present were PTMP

chief coordinator Lim Thean
Heng.

Chow added that as envi-
sioned in the Penang Transport
Master Plan Strategy, which is
aimed for completion by 2030,
a rail-based public transport
will play a significant role in
the future transport system of
Penang island.

With the implementation of
all components — which include
an improved highway network,
light rail transit (LRT), bus
rapid transit (BRT), trams and
new ferry services — outlined
under the master plan, Penang
Island will see closer end-to-
end connectivity with better
integration, further improved
road conditions, less reliance
on cars, and higher public
transport ridership.

In line with this goal, the
state government plans to have
the first LRT line completed in

five to six years.

“The state’s priority is to
implement the LRT system,” he
said.

However, it will not be a
standalone project.

Chow said the LRT will be
supported by an improved bus
system, trams and new high-
ways.

“It is in the state transporta-
tion master plan that buses have
their role to play. The LRT
orMRT cannot go door-to-door,
and even though buses can’t
really do that, it will narrow the
distance for the last mile.

“The design of the LRT —
whether it will be constructed
above the ground, on the
ground, or underground — will
have to be looked into by ex-
perts,” said Chow.

He added that, presently,
there are many road intersec-
tions that need to be upgraded.
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Chow (left) and Lim updating the media on the public transport strat-

egy for Penang.

According to the master
plan, the roads and the intersec-
tions will be widened to accom-
modate buses.

“The traffic studies in the
plan show that most of the road
intersections are operating be-
yond their capacity and can’t

cope with public transport now.
This is especially true in towns
and new housing areas,” he
added.

In summing up, Chow said
the public transport strategy for
Penang is to be fully connected
and integrated by 2030.

Drainage upgrading needed
to alleviate flash floods

TO alleviate
flash floods in
Jalan Anson,
Jalan Logan |
and the sur-
rounding areas,
it is necessary
to increase the |
existing drain
size from 0.3m
to 0.9m and &
1.5m wide.

Apart from ||§¥
this, upgrading |10
works will also
allow the drains
to accommo-
date more water in times of heavy
downpour.

State exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow
said the drainage upgrading project
at a part of Jalan Anson and Jalan
Logan started in late Oct last year
and was completed on March 2.

“The upgrading works by Pernia-
gaan Kongsi Maju costing
RM340,000 includes upgrading of
a 360m long drain, six types of ce-
mented blocks and construction of

Chow (second left), discussing the project with Kee (third
left) and Cheah in Logan Road.

e

a pedestrian walkway with imprint
designs,” he said after visiting the
site recently.

“The effort costing RM340,000
was in response to the appeal by
MGS to rectify the flooding which
occurred in the area whenever it
rains heavily,” Chow added.

Also present were Methodist
Girls School (MGS) Penang board
of governors chairman Datuk Kee

Phaik Cheen and Penang Island
Municipal Council senior engineer
Cheah Chin Kooi.

World music fest back

THE Penang World Music Festival 2015
will be happening again on April 11 and 12
at the Esplanade and the 229 year-old Fort
Cornwallis in George Town.

It is a state government effort to show-
case, promote and preserve traditional and
ethnic music from all over the world.

This festival is also in line with the 2015
Malaysia Year of Festivals by the Tourism
Ministry and Visit Penang Year 2015.

“Events and festivals are a great part of
tourism and can be considered a tourism
product as they bring in a large number of
domestic and international tourists annu-
ally,” Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said
in his speech at the launch of Penang World
Music Festival 2015 recently.

This year there will be 12 bands, 10 from
overseas and two from Malaysia; Dizu
Plaatjies from South Africa, Prem Joshua
from India, Razon De Son from Spain,
Casuarina from Brazil, Annuluk from Ger-
many, Ajinal from Mongolia, Gus Teja
‘World Music from Bali, Vedan Kolod from
Russia, Trad Attack from Estonia, Raggy
project and Nadin Rhapsody from Malay-
sia.

“Tourists have come in increasing num-
bers, both domestic and foreign, to Penang.
As an indicator of tourist arrivals, the Pen-
ang International Airport recorded a 10%
growth in passengers from 5,485,756 pas-
sengers in 2013 to 6,034,593 in 2014,” he
added.

Lim commented that in view of this, the
federal government should look into ex-
panding the Penang International Airport
by constructing a second runway there.

Meanwhile, exco for Tourism Develop-
ment Danny Law Heng Kiang said the night
concert will be from 6pm to 12pm, with six
bands performing daily.

Festival goers can also join the work-
shops conducted by the musicians during
the day, from 2pm to Spm.

The workshops will be held at Fort
Cornwallis on April 11 and 12.

Tickets to the festival are priced at RM80
for a One-Day Pass and RM 140 for a Two-
Day Pass.

Student passes are also available for
RMG60.

Tickets can be purchased online from
www.ticketcharge.com.my or at Komtar
information kiosk at ground floor (beside
Maybank) and Queensbay Mall, North
Zone Kiosk (beside escalator).

The Komtar kiosk will be open from
Monday—Friday, 10am—5pm, while the
Queensbay Mall kiosk will be open daily
from 12pm—7pm

“There will be a special promotion until
April 5, where Penang World Music Festi-
val ticket purchasers from Komtar and
Queensbay Mall are entitled to free par-
ticipation in the Penang Bridge Interna-
tional Marathon 2015 on Nov 22,” Law
added.



IT was a day out for the senior citizens on March 7 & 8 when they came out to
the various banks in their area to collect their RM 100 under the Senior Citizens
Appreciation programme.

Batu Kawan MP Kasthuri Patto (left) and Prai assemblymember and Deputy Chief Minister
Il Prof. P. Ramasamy (right, in white shirt) greeting the senior citizens at a bank in Prai.

Senior citizens from Permatang Pauh being assisted by exco
member and Seberang Jaya assemblymember Dr. Afif Bahardin.

Hardworking volunteers helping the senior citizens who arrlved in wheelchalrs to collect the
money. When it is not convenient to get down from their cars, the volunteers also worked tirelessly
to bring the forms and documents to the senior citizens in their cars.

AT
. 4L ‘3

The senior citizens appreciation programme is also a day when
families from several generations get together to go to the bank and
then enjoy the day out, like this family from Datuk Keramat at the A huge crowd gathered at a bank in Air ltam to collect their money. A total of 160,000 senior
bank in Penang Times Square to receive the RM100. citizens collected their RM100 from various Maybank branches.
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SEMICON coming to
‘Silicon Valley of the East’

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

SEMICON Southeast Asia 2015, the first tobe held |

in the country, will see investPenang being the sup-
porting partner of SEMI in organising the event.

Datuk Lee Kah Choon, director of investPenang
made the announcement to members of the press
at his office on March 9.

Also present was investPenang general manager
Loo Lee Lian.

“Penang was chosen to host SEMICON SEA
2015 due to the vibrancy in the semiconductor in-
dustry. According to MIDA statistics, total approved
investments in the E&E industry for Malaysia to-
talled RM11.1 billion in 2014. Exports of E&E
products amounted to RM256.1 billion in 2014,
contributing 43.6% of the country’s total manufac-
turing exports last year,” Lee said.

The president of SEMI SEA, Ng Kai Fai, pro-
vided a written statement explaining why Penang
was chosen as the venue.

“We appreciate investPenang’s continued sup-

port and effort to attract globally significant industry events
like the inaugural SEMICON SEA of the State of Penang,”

he said.

“Penang is indeed an ideal venue given the state’s repu-
tation as the ‘Silicon Valley of the East’ and Malaysia’s
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SEMICON‘ event.

Lee announcing the inaugural

CON Southeast Asia offers deep networking opportunities
for industry stakeholders and at the same time, facilitate
industry players within the region to collaborate and in-
novate to become larger players in this US$19 billion in-
dustry,” he added.

SEMICON SEA will take place on April 22-24 at the

SEMICON is coming to the “Silicon Valley of
the East” - Penang.

SEMICON Southeast Asia is the region’s
only trade and technology event that covers the
entire microelectronics manufacturing ecosys-
tem, from process materials and equipment to
packaging, testing, and assembly technologies.

Registration is now open at www.semicon-
sea.org

At SEMICON Southeast Asia participants
and visitors will:

see products and engage technical experts
from more than 90 international companies;

access education and information on the
latest technology trends and issues shaping the
future of microelectronics manufacturing;

find solutions to their critical technology
challenges, and

engage technologists, researchers, execu-
tives, and peers -- find new partners, collabo-
rate, and connect to more than 6,000 expected
attendees

Don’t miss the year’s biggest event for mi-
croelectronics manufacturing in Southeast Asia.

Register now to attend SEMICON Southeast
Asia 2015!

vibrant eco-system for the semiconductor industry. SEMI-

SPICE Arena.

PMC opens new centre

AS Penang Medical College (PMC) is
jointly owned by the Royal College of
Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) and University
College Dublin (UCD), the opening of a
new PMC Clinical Skills & Education
Centre is testament to the continued com-
mitment to Penang of these world-renowned
medical institutions.

It is also in line with the state govern-
ment’s aim to achieve higher standards in
education and healthcare to which PMC is
contributing by evolving in response to the
changing needs.

The new PMC Clinical Skills & Educa-
tion Centre caters for the increased demand
from international students interested in the
PMC-Ireland medical degree programme.

“With this new facility, PMC is moving
forward to position itself to play a bigger
role as a leading medical degrees education
provider in the region and beyond,” said
president, chief executive officer and dean
of PMC, Prof. Amir Khir in his speech dur-
ing the official opening of PMC Clinical
Skills & Education Centre in Seberang Jaya,
Penang by Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
on March 17.

Also present were exco for Agriculture
and Agro-Based Industry, Health and Rural
Development Dr Afif Bahardin, Penang
Health Department director Datuk Dr Zai-
lan Adnan, Dean of RCSI Faculty of
Medicine and Health Sciences, Prof. Han-
nah McGee, principal and vice-president of
UCD Health Sciences Colleges Prof. Des
Fitzgerald and PMC chief operating officer
Michael Chua.

The new PMC Clinical Skills & Educa-
tion Centre ensures that all students have
access to state-of-the-art facilities that can
support the intensive nature of the clinical
training component of their medical pro-
gramme.

The centre will also enable hands-on
experience of patient-care for PMC medical
students doing their clinical training at Se-
berang Jaya General Hospital nearby.

Meanwhile, Lim said to have two of the
world’s oldest and leading medical schools,
RCSI and UCD working with local public
universities through PMC is a great joy to
the state.

“Not only will their participation ensure
PMC’s graduate doctors are globally rec-

ognised but it will also encourage knowl-
edge and expertise sharing to meet the
standards of the Irish Medical Council as
well as other international standards,” he
added.

It is the state’s expectation for PMC-
RCSI-UCD and Hospital Seberang Jaya to
continue fostering this close relationship

j i | !
Lim (left) and Afif (third from left) watching a clinical staff performing a test on a
‘patient’ at the clinic.

that will benefit not only the community in
Penang and Malaysia, but also students
from all over the world.

“This year, for the first time in history,
PMC,RCSI and UCD are offering scholar-
ships amounting to more than RM2 million
for Malaysian students applying to enter
PMC in September 2015,” Lim added.
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