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Jabil’s

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Darwina Mohd.
Daud

PENANG lauds the latest good
news of a RM1 billion re-in-
vestment by Jabil Circuit, a
global provider of design, en-
gineering, manufacturing and
supply chain solutions.

“This marks an important
milestone for Jabil in Malaysia
and the wider Asia-Pacific re-
gion,” K.C. Ong, senior vice-
president of Operations, Elec-
tronic Manufacturing Services
of Jabil Circuit Singapore Pte
Ltd said.

“We expect to see incremen-
tal revenue growth in the state
of Penang in the next five years,
creating 2,500 skilled jobs lo-
cally,” he added.

He also informed that Jabil
Penang produces US$1.5 bil-
lion revenue annually.

The official signing ceremo-
ny between Penang Develop-
ment Corporation and Jabil for
the sale of 20 acres of land in

Ong speaking to members
of the media at the press
conference.

Batu Kawan Industrial Park
took place on May 14 at the
Penang State Assembly.

The cost of the land is about
RM30 million.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, Deputy Chief Minister 1
Mohd. Rashid Hasnon, Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof. P. Ra-
masamy and several exco
members witnessed the mo-
mentous ceremony.

“This will be a major boost
to Penang’s supply chain and
skills development efforts. Its
growth in Penang is evident in
its growing operational space,
activities and diversification
that cover products for E&E
(electrical and electronics),
medical as well as aerospace,”
Lim said in his speech.

“This is a sign of confidence
in the state and also the people
of Penang. We have the tech-
nology, capability and the hu-
man talent. This is only the
beginning as we welcome more
quality investment which is
excellent for the state’s econo-
my. This is the real stuff!” Lim
said.

Jabil has chosen Penang to
expand its operations for a va-
riety of reasons, among which
is the availability of highly-
skilled talent and the world-
class supply chain.

As a robust industrial state,
Penang also offers competitive
cost of doing business, wide
range of incentives and strong
intellectual property protection.

RM1 bili

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and his Deputy Chief Ministers Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon (left) and
Prof. P. Ramasamy (right) coming out of the Penang State Assembly.

Jabil’s expansion in Batu
Kawan Industrial Park is a
timely move following other
MNC:s such as BOSE, Sandisk
and Seagate.

Batu Kawan is a promising
location for Jabil’s investment
as it is the new centre for indus-
trial growth and urban develop-
ment for the state.

“With all the state govern-
ment proactive efforts to pros-
per Penang’s investment
ground, we hope that Jabil will
continue to grow successfully
in the coming years, and re-
main a valuable investment to
Penang as well as to the coun-
try,” Lim added.

State appeals heavier sentence for assembly intruders

THE fines of RM1,000 to
RM1,500 imposed on 16 men for
breaking down the gates of the
Penang State Assembly, trespass-
ing and causing fear of safety for
the people in the building in Au-
gust 2014 does not reflect the
severity of the crime.

State exco for Housing and
Town & Country Planning Jag-
deep Singh Deo said he had writ-
ten on May 12, to the Attorney
General Tan Sri Abdul Gani Patail
appealing for a heavier sentence
for the intruders.

Upon being charged, the 16
admitted to an alternative charge

of criminal trespassing and were
fined up to RM1,500 by the mag-
istrate’s court on March 11.

“This is a mere slap on the
wrist. The court needs to take into
consideration the impact of the
intrusion, how House secretary
M. Maheswari feared for her life
when they stormed in and how the
Speaker’s dignity was trampled
on,” said Jagdeep.

“The prosecution has filed an
appeal against the sentence to
demand a heavier and deterrent
sentence. For such a serious of-
fence, their punishment is too
light,” Jagdeep said.



Sterner Speaker keeps house in order

assemblymembers.
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

MANY of those present at the recently concluded Pen-
ang State Assembly sitting had noticed the smooth
proceedings, including the Speaker Datuk Law Choo
Kiang.

Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian caught up with the
Speaker during lunch break to prod on the behind-the-
scenes factors that may have contributed to the peaceful
sitting.

Law agreed that there is a noticeably positive im-
provement and provided a few reasons.

“The quality questions forwarded by the YBs have
resulted in more matured debates,” he said.

Previously, it was not uncommon to see assembly-
members shouting and using provocative terms.

The Speaker said there are clearer guidelines that

forbid the use of words that are gender, racial and reli-
gious sensitive.

He acknowledged that this is a healthier development
towards the process of democracy.

“I also reminded my Deputy Speaker Datuk Makhtar
Shapee to try to control the debate from the beginning
before it turns controversial. We have to take proactive
action and not let it drag too long. Otherwise, one as-
semblymember may take up the precious time meant
for other assemblymembers’ debate time. We want them
to stick to the core issue,” Law said.

“I agree that this sitting has been better than previous
ones. I believe the YBs have gone through a certain
learning curve,” he added.

During the recent sitting, a more visible process of
democracy was seen with backbenchers voicing out
issues that concerned them, albeit being seen as oppos-
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Secretary, Opposition Leader, exco members and

ing views of the ruling government.

Meanwhile, opposition party assemblymembers
openly provided their support and agreement to assist
in areas that are under the jurisdiction of the federal
government.

After the fifth day, things were generally peace-
ful as there was no violent incident or any form of
upheaval.

On the fifth day of sitting, before a verbal tirade
broke out between Pakatan Rakyat and Barisan Na-
sional, the Speaker warned: “I have reminded both
sides, this assembly sitting is not a post-mortem for
Permatang Pauh by-elections. So I request both sides
to sit down and let’s carry on with the meeting.”

Voters who have put their respective assemblymem-
bers to office can view the performance of their
elected representative live online.

Motions on GST, Anwar at assembly

THE recently concluded Penang
State Assembly saw two motions
passed without debate from the
opposition Barisan Nasional.

At the tabling of the motion on
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) by Datuk Abdul Malik
Kassim (Batu Maung) and Re-
lease Anwar by Lee Khai Loon
(Machang Bubok) in the assem-
bly, several assemblymembers
from Pakatan Rakyat held up
banners with “No GST” and “Be-
bas Anwar” (Release Anwar) to
show their support. They were
asked by Speaker Datuk Law
Choo Kiang to remove the ban-
ners from their table.

However, they quickly made
their stand after the debate was
over at the closing of the assem-
bly.

Members of the media rushed
in to capture these pictures, mak-
ing the closing of the assembly a
lively and jovial one.

Earlier, the BN assemblymem-
bers had informed the Speaker
that they did not wish to debate
on the issues as they said these are
national issues.

Before the motions were ta-
bled, the BN assemblymembers
gathered at the dining hall and
took a group photo while chanting
“Bayar GST” (Pay GST).
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Assemblymembers from Pakatan Rakyat holding up banners calling for ‘Tolak GST’
and ‘Bebas Anwar’.
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Huge hike in GDP

PENANG State exco member for
Religious Affairs, Domestic Trade
and Consumer Affairs Datuk Abdul
Malik Abul Kassim, who’s also Batu
Maung assemblymember, during his
winding up speech at the state assem-
bly on May 15 spoke on the state’s
remarkable economic performance
through an increase in its Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP).

“The GDP of Penang recorded an
increase from RM39.2 billion in year
2005 to RM62.6 billion in 2013. This
is evidence of the strong economic
performance of Penang,” he said.

He also outlined the focus of his
Domestic Trade portfolio for the year
2015 with the primary aim of devel-
oping businesses in Penang by means
of promoting and expanding their
networks.

Such measures, he believed, would
inevitably help increase trade in Pen-
ang while at the same time improve
upon the competitiveness of Penang-
based business people.

Abdul Malik said some pro-
grammes have been successfully
planned and implemented this year,
notably the 6th Penang International
Halal Conference (PIHEC) and the
6th Penang Trade Events Calendar
2015 (PTEC).
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Malik assuring that the state government will come up with ways to reduce the

impact of GST on the people.

“PIHEC is a yearly event held at
the Penang International Sports
Arena (PISA) from Jan 30 to Feb 1
and its our sixth time holding this
event this year. PIHEC tried some-
thing new for 2015 by having the
World Curry Festival in Penang. For
your information, the World Curry
Festival was held in Bradford, the
famed curry capital of the UK, for
five consecutive years,” he said.

He also reaffirmed that the PTEC
would be continued this year.

This calendar serves to provide the
general public with detailed informa-
tion regarding trade expos, exhibi-
tions and business symposiums
throughout the year.

According to Abdul Malik, the
PTEC was launched in Gurney Plaza
on Nov 23, 2014 with a total of 114
activities recorded for the whole of

2015.

He acknowledged that the imple-
mentation of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) on April 1 had dire effects
on the livelihood of the people main-
ly due to the stark increase in prices
of consumer products.

“GST caused the prices of goods
to increase significantly. The state
government is most concerned of its
effects on the daily lives of the peo-
ple. In handling the issues surround-
ing the GST, it is of utmost impor-
tance that consumers must be well
informed of their rights and respon-
sibilities.” he said.

He responded to assemblymembers
Lee Khai Loon (Machang Bubuk) and
Yeoh Soon Hin (Paya Terubong) that
the GST comes under the federal
government and assured them that the
state government will study its impact
and come up with strategies to reduce
the burden faced by the people.

“The state government does not
agree with the implementation of
GST on April 1. It has been 45 days
since the GST came into being and
therefore, the state will take the ini-
tiative to study its impact and will
adopt proactive steps with thorough
planning and strategies to lighten the
burden of the people,” he added.

More needs to be done for Sungai Pinang

SUNGAI Pinang assemblymember Lim Siew
Khim, at the recent state assembly sitting, raised
several matters which were most acutely felt in
her constituency, notably crime rate and proper
planning by the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) to curb illegal hawkers.

Lim released the statistics on criminal cases
reported in Sungai Pinang which ranged from
burglary, snatch theft, missing vehicles like cars
and even lorries.

From Jan 1 to April 14, a total of 42 such cases
were reported.

Believing that there were more unreported
cases, she hoped the police would view such mat-
ters seriously as they threatened the lives and
property of the people.

Lim also hoped the status of the Voluntary Patrol
Units (PPS) formed by the state government can
be made clear soon as they were a tremendous help
in combating as well as preventing crime in her
constituency.

“I really miss those days when our PPS mem-
bers made their rounds in my constituency before
they were alleged to be illegal,” she said.

Lim also urged MBPP to have a more thorough
planning when it came to matters concerning

building food complexes and hawker centres.

Citing as examples the hawkers located in front
of Suiwah Jelutong, Public Bank and Caltex Petrol
Station, she said it was common knowledge that
they have existed for a very long time and yet they
remained in a disorderly manner without any
proper plans for them in future.

She added that since Jalan Ahmad Nor became
operational, the three mentioned hawker areas
needed to be upgraded and improved for the com-
fort of their patrons.

Another issue close to Lim’s heart concerns
women and family matters and in this regard, she
addressed the issue of autism which affected
nearly 10,000 Penangites who were registered with
the Social Welfare Department (JKM).

“There are two autism centres in Penang to help
these people with special needs — one located in
Pantai Jerjak and another one in Butterworth.
Despite the efforts by the state to help them
through the JKM, it is evident from their numbers
reaching almost 10,000, we need to try to get the
involvement of the private sector to render assis-
tance,” she suggested.

“We need to bear in mind that it is parents with
the extraordinary mental and physical strength,

Lim raising the issues closest to her heart at the
recent state assembly sitting.

patience and perseverance who are tough enough
to look after their kids with autism. This is no mean
feat and those with normal children like us can
hardly imagine their sacrifices and the burden they
shoulder which can be very demanding,” she
added.
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Flood mitigation state’s top priority

MUCH has been done but there
is still a lot more to do when it
comes to preventing floods both
on the island and the mainland.

That is what the state exco
for Local Government, Traffic
Management, and Flood Miti-
gation, Chow Kon Yeow, told
the State Legislative Assembly
on May 15.

He said that his office is
working closely on the Flood
Prevention Plan with several
government agencies such as
the Department of Irrigation
and Drainage (JPS), Public
Works Department (JKR), the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and the Seberang Pe-
rai Municipal Council (MPSP).

Among those on the top

priority are the high impact
flood mitigation projects in
central Seberang Perai (SPT)

These include:

Kg Tanah Liat Mukim 20/
Taman Guru which includes
building a pump house, mitiga-
tion construction and Perma-
tang Rawa river upgrade
amounting to RM11.48 million.

Padang Lalang/ Kg. Perma-
tang Rawa which includes a
pump house, a new bridge,
mitigation works and river
upgrades amounting to
RM10.99 million.

Parit 4 Bukit Tengah/Taman
Desa Damai/ Jalan Medan
Tembikai which includes a
pump house at Auto City and
Kg. Dok amounting to RM19.6

15:14:19 May 15, 2015

Chow believes that the state government is on top of the flood

mitigation projects.

million.

Parit 5 Taman Mangga/Jalan
Juru which includes a pump
house construction and upgrad-
ing existing drainage systems.

From the last sitting, the
state government has com-
pleted seven flood mitigation
projects on the island and main-
land while studying five flood

RM6.5 million

prone areas (Bagan Jermal,
Turf Club, Jelutong, SPT and
Seberang Perai South) to take
action on.

Moreover, the state has al-
located RM 11,623,021 under
JPS to execute the Sungai Ke-
rian Flood Mitigation project
which sees woks and new
structures erected at Kamping
Tanjung Berembang, Taman
Sepadan and Kampung Teluk
Ipil/ Kampung Teluk where
works began in August 2014
and is expected to complete this
November.

“With all of these in motion,
we believe it will provide the
optimal solution in overcoming
the state’s flooding problem,”
said Chow.

Ramasamy’s poser over
licence for AUCMS

16:18:32
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Ramasamy questions why no action has been taken against the management of

AUCMS.

DEPUTY Chief Minister 11 Prof. Dr P.
Ramasamy wants the federal government
to explain why an educational licence was
issued to AUCMS, before checking the
financial problem it was facing.

The college in Kepala Batas was hav-
ing financial difficulties and closed down
recently.

“How can the federal government and
the Education Ministry issue a licence for
AUCMS to conduct medical degree
courses without the college showing evi-
dence that it is financially sound,” he said
during the recent state assembly sitting.

Some 2,000 students from the medical,
physiotherapy, nursing and business ad-
ministration faculties were affected and
have since been transferred to other pri-
vate colleges.

Alongside with this, 500 staff of the
college together with a medical lecturer
from Pakistan have not been paid their
salaries by AUCMS.

“Some of the affected staff have lodged
complaints with the court tribunal and the
police. However, they no action has been
taken by the authorities so far,” Ra-
masamy added.

revenue from hotel stays

EXCO for Tourism Development
and Culture Danny Law Heng
Kiang said the state government
collected a total of RM6,573,196
from hotel stays in both Penang
island and the mainland.

He said the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) collected
RMS5,776, 405 while Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
collected RM796,790 from hotel
room occupancy from June 2014
till March 2015.

The state government started
the collection of dues from room
stays from June 2014 to support
the promotion of tourism infra-
structure.

“This move has indirectly
given a multiple effect to the
state’s economy and income of
Penang residents through the tour-
ism, food and service sectors,”
Law said during the assembly
sitting.

Law added that the revenue
collected by the local councils has
not been utilised yet.

“However, the first Local
Councils Fee Collection meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng in January generated
some suggestions from hotel op-
erators, like financing interna-
tional tourism expositions along-

side advertisements and sponsor-
ship for charter flights to Penang,”
Law said.

As an incentive for homestay
entrepreneurs, the state govern-
ment has allocated a cash prize of
RM10,000 to the top prize winner,
RMS5 000 for second place winner
and RM3,000 to the third winner,
and RM1,000 each respectively to
the fourth and fifth winners.

“The first prize was won by
Sungai Duri Homestay, with Tel-
uk Bahang Homestay in second
place and Sungai Setar Homestay
third,” Law added.

He said 2015 is Visit Penang
Year, adding various programmes
have been organised, including
Hot Air Balloon Festival and Pen-
ang World Music Festival, which
have received overwhelming re-
sponse.

Meanwhile, Law added that
among the new tourism products
to be undertaken include the revi-
talisation of Komtar, which will
be equipped with a bubble lift and
restaurants and the Designer Vil-
lage Premium Outlet in Seberang
Perai.

“Ikea will also build an outlet
in Batu Kawan. Besides this, the
Sky Cab is expected to materialise
in 2018,” he said.
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Not one inch of
Pulau Jerejak sold

Story by Mark James

THE state government came under fire
when it was alleged that it was selling
land in Pulau Jerejak but several media
jumped the gun when they misreported
the facts.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng cleared
the air when he walked the media
through the details during the Penang
State Assembly sitting on May 15.

He explained that the state govern-
ment, through its investment arm Penang
Development Corporation (PDC), and
UDA Holdings Berhad acquired 80 acres
of land under a joint venture company
called Tropical Island Resort (TIR).

The 51:49 joint venture between PDC
and UDA took place in 2001 and a pre-
mium of only RM12.95 million was paid.

“What we are selling is our stake in
the 80 acres as TIR has suffered major
losses amounting to around RM30 mil-
lion and still continues to bleed,” said
the Chief Minister.

“Let me be clear that not an inch of
Pulau Jerejak has been sold, just the
stake that the Barisan Nasional govern-

ment bought in 2001.

“It is also highly irregular that 80
acres were sold at RM3.75 psf and UDA
was still issued the land grant on Jan 3,
2001 although it failed to pay the land
premium in full,” he added.

He said TIR only paid the balance of
RM10.60 million in owed land premium
in 2012 after being threatened with legal
action to take back the land.

“TIR’s paid-up capital is RM31.5 mil-
lion of which PDC with its 49% stake
has invested RM15.435 million. Then in
2007, PDC approved loans to sharehold-
ers amounting to RM3.41 million for
operational costs amounting to RM3.6
million with interest which has not been
paid back,” Lim said.

UDA has agreed in principle to the
conditions of relinquishing the state
government’s stake in TIR and the pa-
perwork is underway.

Lim regretted that some media outlets,
without running background checks,
painted the state government in a bad
light when it was trying to clean up the
mismanagement of the previous state
government.

Humanitarian aid a must for
Rohingya migrants

FOOD, water and medicine should be
the top priority when handling the
Rohingya migrants. Whether or not
they were to land in Malaysia or else-
where, those basic things have to be
given.

That was the stand Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng took when reporters
pressed him for his opinion on the
highly controversial handling of the
displaced Rohingya refugees during
the Penang State Assembly sitting on
May 15.

It was reported that around 6,000
Rohingya Muslims and Bangladeshis
were stranded in the Southeast Asian
seas while various countries are tak-
ing very defensive measures in pro-
viding shelter and refuge for them.

“When it comes to national secu-
rity, we have to put aside our political

differences and focus on protecting
our sovereignty. However, that being
said, whatever the federal government
decides to do, we should at least pro-
vide them with food, water and medi-
cine,” Lim said.

When pressmen asked what meas-
ures Penang could take to help the
refugess, Lim said that he was not
kept in the loop by the Immigration
Department, police (PDRM) or the
Royal Malaysian Navy.

“If I were to be kept up to date with
the latest information, perhaps I will
have a better opinion on the matter
and make a more informed decision.
We leave it to the federal government
to look after our national interest but
at the same time hope to give relief
through the basic necessities,” he
said.

PEJABAT PENGARAH TANAH DAN GALIAN|<
PULAU PINANG

PARAS 21 & 22,KOMPLEK TUN ABDUL RAZAK
(KOMTAR) ,10000 PULAU PINANG
http://ptg.penang.gov.my

Tel : 04-6505214 Faks : 04-2619588

Sudahkah =
ANDA MENJELASKAN

&g , atau secara ONLINE melalui ,.:"

Sl ey, ¢ Portal e-TANAH Nt
| http /Jetanah. penang.gov.my |

atau e-BAYAR Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

| http://ebayar.penang.gov.my |

Denda lewat
dikenakan
selepas

31 Mei setiap

Peringalan : Pihak Berkuasa Negeri
bherhak untuk merampas tanah anda
sekiranya cukai tanah tidak dijelaskan

Sila kemaskini alamat, nama dan lain-lain
maklumat pada bil cukai anda secara online
melalui Laman Web PTG Pulau Pinang
http:/Iptg.penang.gov.my/ptgbil
atau di mana-mana Pejabat Tanah
dan Daerah di bawah.

Pejabat Tanah Daerah
Seberang Perai Tengah,
Jalan Betik, Sg.Rambai,
14000 BUKIT MERTAJAM.
Tel : 04-5402360 / 2381
Faks :04-5399549
http://spt.penang.gov.my

Pejabat Tanah Daerah
Seberang Perai Utara,

Pejabat Tanah Daerah
Daerah Timur Laut,

Bertam,13200 Tingkat 50 & 51,
KEPALA BATAS. 10000 KOMTAR

Tel : 04-5759963 Tel : 04-6505344
Faks : 04-5754670 Faks :04-2616137

hftp:!!s;pu._penang-.gov.-my http://dtl.penang.gov.my

Pejabat Tanah Daerah
Seberang Perai Selatan,
14200 JAWI.

Pejabat Tanah Daerah
Daerah Barat Daya,

11000 BALIK PULAU,

Tel :04-5824511 Tel :04-8691104 /1105
Faks :04-5821003 Faks :04-8661953
http://sps.penang.gov.my http://dbd.penang.gov.my
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‘We paid, what

about you?’

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mark James

ONCE again, the bone of con-
tention of illegally parked cars
has received media coverage.

Alocal English daily on May
15 carried an article titled
“Deal with CM’s errant parking
first”.

In the report, the MCA had
said that Penang Island City

Council (MBPP) should first
deal with the Chief Minister’s
official car found illegally
parked instead of imposing
heavier fines on errant motor-
ists.

Lim who produced the news-
paper cutting at a press confer-
ence said: “My driver has paid
for the offence. Why didn’t Star
report that? Instead, The Star
quelled that piece of news about

how MCA’s Datin Paduka Chew
Mei Fun’s car was illegally
parked.

“When we make a mistake,
we pay the summons from the
Penang Island City Council. Yet,
why did the police not issue a
summons for the illegally parked
car just outside the police sta-
tion?” Lim asked while showing
photos of the car said to belong
to Chew.

Lim showing members of the media a picture of the car said
to belong to Chew parked illegally.

Melintang :

. Roda tiga.

@ 01 W=

penempatan selat.
Wilayah
Ibu negeri Pulau Pinang.

10.
12.
13.

Menegak :

4. Raja buah.
6. Rojak.
7. Pengangkutan air.

2. Tempat persinggahan kapal dari luar.

9. Kedudukan pulau di permulaan
11. Makanan popular di Pulau Pinang.
14. Acara tahunan pada penghujung tahun.

Saya inginkan sebuah Pulau Pinang yang

Selereh Pulew Pineme

. Negeri yang berkait rapat dengan sejarah Pulau Pinang.

. Kapten yang dikenali sebagai pengasas Pulau Pinang.
. Bersama-sama Pulau Pinang dan Singapura menjadi kawasan

Pusat pentadbiran Kerajaan Negeri.

Tarikh Tutup/Peraduan :
30 Juni2015

Lengkapkan slogan dibawah :

(tidak melebihi 30 patah perkataan)

Sila isi butiran berikut:

Alamat:

No. Kad Pengenalan: ._________________

Terma & Syarat Peraduan:

. Peserta boleh menghantar
. Hanya penyertaan lengkap bakal diadili.

. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.
. Keputusan pengadil adalah muktamad.

10. Sebarang pertanyaan sila hubungi 04 - 650 5564 / 5256 / 5704.

11. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan kepada :

1
b
3
4
5.
6.
7
[:}
9

. Teka silang kata : Peraduan dibuka dari

. Peraduan terbuka kepada semua.

. Lengkapkan silang kata di atas dan slogan.

. Slogan adalah tidak melebihi 30 patah perkataan.

Hanya borang penyertaan sah boleh digunakan.
penyertaan sahaja.

Buletin Mutiara, Peraduan Silang Kata - Sejarah Pulau Pinang,
Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Pulau Pinang.

Hadiah
Utama :

RM 500
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Sterling success
GTF is back!

“GEORGE TOWN FESTIVAL
IS GROWING INTO
A MAJOR ASIAN ARTS EVENT.”

= INTERNATIONAL NEW YORK TIMES

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mark James

A STERLING success!

That’s how Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng has
described the world renowned George Town Fes-
tival (GTF) from the past years.

Indeed, the home-grown festival has gone from
a small event six years ago to become the talking
point of New York Times as “one of the top fes-
tivals” in the world.

The man behind the success of GTF is Joe
Sidek.

Joe, 57, presented the trailer and teaser of the
latest exciting fest to members of the press on May
13.

He pointed out how the local people will be
part of the festival.

“GTF is a truly people-centric festival. This
year will be even more people and community
focused than in previously, with one of the most
anticipated shows featuring 100 of Penang’s citi-
zens gathered on stage (100% Penang).

The people will come together to form a human
pie chart of Penang. They’ll share with the audi-
ence their stories, their opinions and their person-
alities, and give us a tangible insight into what
makes Penang such a special place,” he said.

“ATM @ Beach Street, or All Things Malay-
sian, will also highlight George Town and greater
Malaysia’s distinct cultural fabric with a full day
of activities and showcases of traditional and

“BEST OF PENANG ROLLED UP
IN ONE BIG FESTIVAL"

— CNNTRAVEL

contemporary arts,” he added.

GTF spreads to the mainland with the Butter-
worth Fringe Festival (BFF).

“As in years past, this year’s programmes will
feature the living fabric of the city. New venues
will include the Old Majestic Theatre, the newly
refurbished Wisma Yeap Chor Ee building, Beach
Street, and the city of Butterworth. GTF is thrilled
to announce BFF, a two-day satellite festival that’s
new this year. This exciting event will shine the
spotlight on Butterworth as a new centre for arts
and culture, and will feature numerous perfor-
mances and installations, including an interactive
exhibition on the famous ferry,” Joe said.

Lim announced the festival’s theme which is
“AFestival Where You Can Enjoy With Your Best
Friend — Yourself!”

Lim praised Joe and his team for bringing GTF
to where it is now.

“GTF helps Penang gain global recognition as
a heritage hotspot, with a one-of-a-kind cultural
atmosphere. The international press, including
CNN Travel, International New York Times, The
Guardian, South China Morning Post, Business
Insider Indonesia and Southeast Asia Globe, have
heaped accolades on GTF. BK Magazine has
named the festival one of the nine best upcoming
events in Asia.”

So, get ready for some exciting programmes
from Aug 1 to 31.

For more information on GTF, visit : http://
www.georgetownfestival.com
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AROUND TOWN

RECRUITMENT DRIVE

PENANG Philharmonic is holding an audition to recruit
new members for the Penang Philharmonic Jazz Orchestra.
For details, call Ramesh at 04-2622462/012-4854733 or
e-mail admin@penangphilharmonic.org.

FREE TALK

THE LohGuanLye Specialists Centre will be holding a talk
on “Ray of Hope — Cochlear Implant Anniversary-Better
Hearing & Speech Awareness Campaign” from 2pm to 4pm
on May 30. The talk will be conducted by ear, nose, throat,
head and neck surgeon Datuk Dr Lim Seh Guan. Admission
is free. For details, call 04-2388702/8781/8786.

ANNUAL MAINTENANCE

THE Penang Hill Furnicular service will be closed from
June 15 to June 17 for half-yearly preventive work, and will
resume services on June 18. Visitors can opt for alternative
routes via the jeep track (Penang Botanic Gardens) or the
existing hiking routes to the top of Penang Hill. Details,
visit www.penanghill.gov.my

ART ROOM

LOCAL artist Ong Wah Pheng will be having a solo exhibi-
tion at Straits Quay until May 29 from 10.30am to 10.30pm.
His artwork ranges from oil paintings, calligraphy and
watercolours. Details, call 04-8995228.

QI GONG CLASS

THE ZhiRen Wellness Centre in Sungai Ara will be holding
a free beginners’ class on qi gong every Saturday from 10am
to 11.30am (in Chinese) and 2pm to 3.30pm (in English) at
4F-3, Tingkat Kenari, Desaria, Bayan lepas. There will be
a RM35 processing fee that comes with a T-shirt. Seats are
limited. Details, call Anthony at 019-4093650.

FREE COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

TAMAN Sri Nibong Residents’ Association has free com-
munity activities for all Penangites. There are free classes
in line dancing, aerobics, English for adults, strum & sing
guitar and ping-pong. Contact the respective persons-in-
charge in the link below if you are interested to join any of
these activities. (Link: https://tsnra.wordpress.com/ra-
activities/activitiestimetable/)

COUNSELLING

HELPA4U, an initiative of the Penang Education Council,
provides confidential, anonymous and free email counsel-
ling for young people aged between 13 and 25 who need
help on issues related to their studies, family, relationships
and others. For more information, visit www.help4u.org.
my or call 04-2273384 (weekdays 1.30pm to 5.30pm).

COMMUNITY SERVICE

COMMUNITY AIDS Service Penang is providing free HIV
confidential counselling and testing at its office in Bukit
Mertajam. Testing is available during office hours from
Mondays to Fridays. Call 04-5399510/5398510 for an ap-
pointment.

MARTIAL ARTS CLASS

YMCA Penang is conducting wing chun martial arts class
on Fridays from 7.15pm to 8.15pm. For details, call 04-
2288211 or 012-4838411.
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RM35,000 for computer lab upgrade

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Mark James

THE St Xavier Primary
School in Jalan Sekolah
LaSalle recently received
RM40,000 from Penang’s
systematic school educa-
tion fund.

However, when Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng
heard of the school’s need
to upgrade its computer
lab, he allocated funds
amounting to RM35,000.

The school with 600
students caters to chil-
dren from the Rifle
Range, Farlim and Air
Itam areas and some of
them are from the lower
income families.

Hence, a computer lab
will enhance these chil-
dren’s learning process
and knowledge.

On hand to receive the
allocation were Dr. Fran-
cis Loh, chairman of the Board of Managers of
St. Xavier schools, Joyce Ooi, chairman of the
Parent-Teacher Association of St. Xavier Pri-
mary and Adrian Lee, chairman of Parent-
Teacher Association of St. Xavier’s Institution.

They received the cheque on May 15 from
Lim at the State Assembly.

Dr. Loh also took the opportunity to express
the concern that mission schools are facing
financial difficulties as they have to pay utility
bills.

“We have to pay Tenaga Nasional Berhad

received from the state government.

extra deposits this month amounting to
RM14,000. Unlike the national schools, mis-
sion schools have to pay their own utility bills.
We are grateful that after the Penang state
government started to allocate education funds
to us, the federal government has also followed
suit. Previously, we received nothing but now,
we are getting some allocations from the fed-
eral government as well as the state govern-
ment,” Loh said.

He also appealed that payment of Goods and
Services Tax (GST) be waived for schools as
they find it a burden.

RM25,000 for three Punjabi schools

THREE Punjabi schools received a financial allocation
of RM25,000 each from the state government at a func-

tion held at Komtar on May 8.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng handed over the alloca-
tion to representatives of the schools — Khalsa Dharmic
School, Jalan Gurwara, Punjabi Education Centre,
Bayan Baru and Punjabi Education Centre in Butter-

worth.

Also present were Deputy Chief Minister 11 Prof. P.
Ramasamy and exco for Housing, Town and Country

Planning Jagdeep Singh Deo.

Lim in his speech said these three Punjabi schools
have received a total sum of RM434,000 in financial .
allocation over the last six years from the state govern- | ' Wi

ment.

“I am aware that gurdwaras need financial support to
run the Punjabi classes as they do not receive any finan-
cial help from the federal government,” he added.

Lim commented that the aim of the state government
in helping these Punjabi institutions is to reduce their

financial burden.

,,'m

Wadda Gurdwara Sahib’s president
Balvinder Singh who received the
financial allocation on behalf of Khalsa
Darmic School.

DCM II taking firm
stand in Perai

Ramasamy (centre) touched on several issues troubling
the Seberang Perai district. With him are MPSP councillors.

DEPUTY Chief Minister II Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy held a press
conference on May 21 regarding the relocation of cattle breed-
ers in Batu Kawan to other areas in the vicinity.

It was reported in the media that the state government
purportedly did not help or facilitate the relocation due to
development in the area but Ramasamy refuted this, saying
that 18 of the 20 cattle herders were agreeable to the move
and only one or two were still not on board.

The Penang Development Corporation (PDC) and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) and several government
agencies have worked out the details with the other herders
and have already extended temporary occupation licences
(TOL) to them to relocate south to a large river reserve land
under the Department of Irrigation and Drainage.

“Most herders were agreeable to the move because Batu
Kawan’s grazing fields are diminishing and we have provided
an alternative for these 20 herders. The TOL also allows them
to apply for subsidies, veterinarian aid and more,” Ramasamy
said.

“To say that we did not help them or are neglecting them
in the media is false.”

On another matter, Ramasamy also deplored the action
taken by the developer, Wellwish Concept Sdn Bhd, over their
legal jurisdiction and going ahead tearing down the Seberang
Perai Market which was gazetted as a building with heritage
value.

“The first time they attempted to tear down the market was
on March 7, which we managed to stop. However, on May 17
they went ahead and tore it down, fully conscious that they
only had a court order for eviction only, and not for demolish-
ing.”

Ramasamy said he will be taking legal action against the
developers, their lawyer and a police inspector who was al-
legedly present and supported the developer’s course of action.

“It is with great sadness and anger that we see how irre-
sponsible these developers are for tearing down one of the
few heritage buildings in Seberang Perai,” he said.
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Penang athletes
making Malaysia proud

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

PENANG has always been
proud of its athletes, irrespective
of whether they are representing
the state or Malaysia.

Penang State Sports Council
director Frederick Tan, speaking
to Buletin Mutiara recently, said
Penang’s athletes have featured
prominently at numerous inter-
national sporting events.

”If you look at the Malaysian
contingent to this year’s SEA
Games in Singapore, 30 male
athletes and 38 female athletes
from Penang will be represent-
ing the nation,” Tan said.

The SEA Games, which will
be held from June 5-16 will see
Penang athletes representing
Malaysia in 25 sports.

Naming a few, Tan said Pen-
ang athletes will be competing
in squash, wushu, tenpin bowl-
ing, badminton, floorball, gym-
nastics and aquatics, among
others.

“Some of the athletes short-
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listed had also competed in the
last SEA Games in Myanmar in
2013 and won gold, silver and
bronze medals,” he added.

Malaysia bagged 43 gold, 38
silver and 77 bronze medals at
the 2013 SEA Games which was
held at Napyidaw, the capital of
Myanmar, and also at two other
cities, Yangoon and Mandalay.

“Some of our Penang athletes
are very capable sportsmen and
women who won multiple med-
als during the 2013 SEA Games.
I hope that they will be able to
repeat their success in Singapore
and once again not only make
the country but also Penang
proud,” said Tan.

The SEA Games is a biennial
multi-sport event where 11
countries in Southeast Asia
compete following the regula-
tions set by the Southeast Asian
Games Federation with supervi-
sion by the International Olym-
pic Committee and the Olympic
Council of Asia.

The first SEA Games was
held in Bangkok in 1958, and
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Tan hopes Penang’s athletes
will continue to shine.

was then known as the SEAP
(Southeast Asia Peninsular)
Games.

Malaysia will be hosting the
29th edition of the SEA Games
in the year 2017 in Kuala
Lumpur and Kuching.

Kuala Lumpur had previ-
ously hosted the SEA Games in
1969,1977, 1989 and 2001, and
the SEAP Games in 1965.

NICOL DOES IT AGAIN: International Squash Queen Datuk Nicol David has won two titles -
Sportswoman of the Year and the TYT Premier Award. This is the seventh time Nicol bagged
the TYT Premier Award since it was introduced 11 years ago. Nicol who is overseas was
represented by her father, Desmond David, to receive the prizes from Governor Tun Abdul
Rahman Abbas (left) at the Penang State Sports Awards 2014 ceremony held recently.

Shahrizal crowned
Mr Penang 2015

Ong (left) and Chan cheering on Shahrizal after he was
crowned Mr Penang 2015.

SHARIZAL Shamsudin beat 51 other hopefuls to
win the Mr Penang 2015 title in the event held at
the Summer Wing Concourse, Komplexs Bukit
Jambul.

For winning the title, he took home the champi-
onship trophy, medal and a certificate.

The Mr Penang Bodybuilding 2015 Championship
was organised by Komplexs Bukit Jambul together
with Malaysian Bodybuilding and Penang Body-
building Association.

The championship was divided into three catego-
ries - Junior, Master and Open.

Among the guests present at the function were
Mr Penang 2015 organising committee chairman
and vice-president of Penang Bodybuilding Asso-
ciation, Datuk Ong Poh Eng and K.H Chan, chair-
man of Joint Management Body of Kompleks Bukit
Jambul.
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Historic mosque
marks 207th year

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE 207th anniversary of the
Malay mosque at Lebuh Acheh
was celebrated with much fan-
fare with traditional Malay
musical performances by a
troupe from Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM), an exhibition
of watercolour pieces featuring
Islamic art and culture by Meg-
at Zaim Zharif as well as a
guided tour around the mosque
premises.

Organised by the Penang Is-
lamic Foundation, the event on
May 2 also saw Tourism and
Culture Minister Datuk Seri
Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz as
the guest of honour.

Nazri, who visited the
mosque for the first time despite
having been in Penang on nu-
merous occasions, expressed his

appreciation to Datuk Dr. Muja-
hid Yusof Rawa who had invited
him to officiate the anniversary
celebration.

Mujahid, who is Parit Buntar
MP, is also a director of the
Penang Islamic Foundation.

“For a young country like
Malaysia, a 200-year-old
mosque within the Muslim en-
clave here definitely has price-
less heritage value. I hope the
mosque would be restored to its
original condition and design
and rest assured, my ministry
will provide the allocation to
carry out the restoration work,”
Nazri said in his speech.

Also present were Penang
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon, exco
member for Religious Affairs,
Domestic Trade and Consumer
Affairs Datuk Abdul Malik Abul

Kassim, Penang Islamic Foun-
dation chairman and Nibong
Tebal MP Datuk Mansor Oth-
man and assemblymembers
Datuk Salleh Man (Permatang
Pasir) and Teh Lai Heng
(Komtar).

Lim, in his address, acknowl-
edged the pivotal role played by
mosques as the main centre of
activities for those professing
the Islamic faith and in the case
of the Lebuh Acheh Malay
Mosque, with its strategic loca-
tion within the Core Zone World
Heritage Site, its potential as a
tourist attraction cannot be sim-
ply overlooked.

“The state government in-
tends to promote the Lebuh
Acheh Malay Mosque as an at-
traction for Islamic tourism with
the open museum concept cater-
ing for Middle Eastern tourists
as well as those from Muslim
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(From left) Nazri, Lim and Mujahid taking a closer look at the
interior of the mosque which requires restoration work.

countries to appreciate the beau-
ty and uniqueness of mosques in
Penang. I would also like to take
this opportunity to commend on
the steps taken to turn the
mosque into a centre of knowl-
edge on the true meanings and
beauty of Islam,” said Lim.
The Chief Minister also high-
lighted the increased allocations
for Islamic affairs by the state
government over the years be-
ginning from 2008.
“Allocations meant for the
promotion of Islamic matters
have increased over the years.
In 2008, the state government
allocated RM25.49 million. In

2009, it was RM35.78 million.
In 2010, the amount was
RM37.85 million. In 2011, it
was RM63.21 million. In 2012,
it was RM64.03 million. It was
RM54.55 million in 2013,
RM52.21 million in 2014 and
RM54.08 million in 2015,” he
said.

Other organisations which
have contributed funds and
support towards the mosque
include urban think tank Think
City Sdn Bhd, the state Islamic
Council and corporations such
as E & O Property Develop-
ment, Aspen Group and UDA
Land (North).

New trucks

IN line with Penang Island City
Council’s (MBPP) objective of
transforming Penang Island into
one which is ”Cleaner and
Greener”, new measures have

been adopted in the disposal of
solid waste and these include the
unveiling of a new fleet of trucks
which are better equipped and
have the capability of collecting
as well as disposing such waste

for garbage collection

in an efficient manner.

In their fresh coat of paint
with distinguishing colour
schemes to denote the different
zones these trucks make their
rounds, the total number of these
new trucks which are privately
owned by contractors awarded
their respective zones by open
tender is around 127 units.

MBPP owns 21 units, costing

a total RM 4.4 million, which
roam the Teluk Kumbar and
Balik Pulau areas that remain
under its direct management.

Mayor Datuk Patahiyah Is-
mail and exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow flagged off
these brand new trucks in a
simple ceremony at City Hall on
April 22.

Commenting on the
move to procure these
new trucks by MBPP as
well as requiring con-
tractors to purchase
theirs as part of their
agreement with the local
government, Patahiyah
stressed that it is a neces-

sity based on the new
policy transformation
initiatives which address
concerns over the sus-
tainability and cleanli-
ness of the environment.

“The Cleaner and
Greener Penang initia-
tive by the state govern-
ment has been ongoing
since 2011 and, there-
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Chow (fourth from right) and Patahiyah (beside Chow) flagging
off the new trucks at City Hall.

fore, our various approaches in
achieving ‘A Clean Environ-
ment is Our Responsibility” have
been based on transformation on
policy and laws, systems and on
mindset and societal norms. We
hold steadfastly to the six prin-
ciples of Engineering, Eco-
nomic, Education, Engagement,
Empowerment and Enforcement
when it comes to effective and
efficient solid waste manage-
ment,” she told members of the
media.

She also added that the new
trucks are equipped with Global

Positioning System (GPS) to
help MBPP monitor the perfor-
mance of the contractors to en-
sure efficient services at all
times.

Others at the event were
MBPP secretary Ang Aing Thye
and councillors Goh Choon
Keong, Dr. Tan Kim Hooi, Gooi
Seong Kin, Joseph Ng, Edward
Tan, Lim Boon Beng, Syerleena
Abdul Rashid, S. Sukumar, Ong
Ah Teong, Tan Hooi Peng,
Sha’ari Md. Salleh, A. Kumare-
san, Lee Chun Kit and Mhd
Nasir Yahya.
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IWK needs

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

INDAH Water Konsortium (IWK) has
been taken to task for its failure to ad-
dress a raw sewerage leak from a man-
hole at Batu Ferringhi that resulted in
brownish water, with its nauseating
stench, flowing across the main road
towards Miami Beach.

Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
councillor Syerleena Abdul Rashid
visited the site on May 7 to highlight the
problem and questioned IWK’s effi-
ciency in preventing pollution espe-
cially when it involved contamination
of the sea.

“There have been numerous issues
plaguing IWK but one of the main prob-
lems that has yet to be dealt with is the
efficiency of IWK’s sewerage system.
Last year, the tourism industry at Batu
Ferringhi was hit hard when reports of
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to buck up

Lee and Syerleena (right) are both takn aback by the unsighly sewerge leak.

black sludge being discharged into the

sea made global headlines”.
“Conversations with various hotel

stakeholders showed that there was a

decrease in hotel reservations due to
mass cancellations caused by these re-
ports,” said Syerleena, who sits on the
Planning, Enforcement and Finance

committees in the council.

According to complaints received by
her, the leakage had started five days
earlier but no steps were taken to rec-
tify the outflow of contaminated water
towards the beach.

“People enjoy the beaches and the
outdoors because it is fun. Hence, the
last thing we need is for something to
disrupt that happiness. The disgustingly
foul sight and stench of brown sewage
water does more damage than you and
I can ever imagine,” she added.

Also present during the site visit was
her fellow councillor Chris Lee Chun
Kit.

“IWK as a responsible body on such
matters is destroying a tourist attraction
here. A five-day delay is ridiculous.
They need to solve it ASAP. They need
to buck up,” added Lee.

Two hours after Syerleena’s site
visit, IWK fixed the problem.

Agilent team calls

RM3 million is with Penang Cultural Council

on Chief Minister

AN Agilent Technologies team
comprising its president of
Order Fulfilment and Supply
Chain, Henrik Ancher Jensen,
president of Agilent Malaysia
Chai Meng Fee and Corporate
Communications specialist,
Alexis Chuah made a courtesy
call on Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng at his office in
Komtar on May 13.

The Agilent team briefed
the Chief Minister on its com-
pany plans, which include the
possible ways for the company
to work with the state govern-
ment.

Lim also told the Agilent
team about the prospect of a
manufacturing set up in the
ever growing SME Park in the
state.

Also present were Invest
Penang’s general manager,
Loo Lee Lian.

Agilent Technologies spun
off its test and measurement
business late last year and is
now a fully healthcare com-
pany, leading in life sciences,
diagnostics and applied chem-
icals.

IN yet another case of jumping the gun, Penang Barisan Na-
sional has falsely accused the state government of missing funds
of RM3 million contributed by Klassik Tropika Development
Sdn Bhd.

State BN chiefTeng Chang Yeow raised the issue in connec-
tion with the questions raised by Pulau Betong assemblyman
Muhammad Farid Saad where he asked the whereabouts the
RM3m purportedly credited to the State Heritage Fund (SHF)
as contribution for illegally demolishing the Khaw Sim Bee
Mansion at 20 Pykett Avenue in 2010.

In response to the allegation, Penang Treasury Department
Budget Division director Hashimah Mohamed Hashim said

pany. It was credited to the Penang Cultural Council.

“The money is still accounted for and monitored by State
Financial Officer Datuk Mokhtar Mohd Jait, It was placed in
this account in order to obtain tax relief under the Income Tax
Act 1967,” she said.

Hashimah said Teng’s wild accusation is baseless and dis-
credits the state government’s policy of Competency, Account-
ability and Transparency in all of its activities.

“It is hoped that the facts given here will satisfy any and all
persons who raised any accusations which could discredit the
Penang Treasury Department which has for many consecutive
years received praises from the Auditor General,” she said.

SHF trust account.

“There was however
the Central Heritage
Committee that was
established in 2003 but
was shut down in 2013
because of inactivity
and because the George
Town World Heritage
Incorporated was es-
tablished. When
closed, the balance of
the trust was RM351.04
was credited into the
State Revenue Ac-
count,” she said.

“The state govern-
ment did not receive
the RM3m from Kassik
Tropika but did receive
RM3m from Mah Sing
Group Berhad, Klassik
Tropika’s parent com-

that there never was an
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PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

m I N F@ May 16 - 31, 2015

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH PENAGA . PENAGA
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ridwan Osman 013-499 5068
limguaneng@penang.gov.m ridwan_wan48@yahoo.com

BERTA BERTA
IO e (T) 04~ 646 4700 ¥5 Shariful Azhar Othman [Moz-4Laen || Al Sl AR Fere 013-580 6981
rashid.hasnon@penana.gov.m F) 04-5758670 asrolsani2006@gmail.com
SERS Y8 Datok Hoj Resien Said T) 04 - 398 3555 Mohoey Mopan
Y8 Prof. Dr.P. Ramasamy (1) 04399 ¢689 TSR EE R Seleln (04 3573038 || Msacrddvnamed 019-437 2887
PADANG KOTA PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
PADANG KOTA  ow NpYRTAR YB Omar Abd. Hamid il o4oradcan Arshad Md. Salen 019-510 2633
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m F) 04-226 0218 . -

SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
BATU MAUNG YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Zahadi Mohd. 019-507 3828
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim ET; 04 - 626 1968 7ahadis5@yahoo.com
abdmalik@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 5496 e STINTE A .

TELOK AIR TAWAR

BAGAN JERMAL YB Datuk Jahara Hamid T) 04 - 351 2873 No(r?\o ati Jaafar 019-4337119
I\'{BfI;Im }(—Iock Seng [3 81 %\’:331] ;1];% jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 atie/ 1 19@yahoo.com.my
IMNoCcKseng@Ypenang.gov.m =

SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
BATU LANCHANG YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria m 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin 012-594 1515
L%J—ﬁgfqgsggqﬂgggmnq oy [3 8‘17%%% 2111‘; datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m F) 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com

‘ = BAYAN LEPAS _ | [ BAYAN LEPAS
SUNGAI PUYU YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | jamaludin Said 019-413 0799
YE Phke)e Boonthh M o%_ %%%%ig% udinmtd@gmail.com
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; -
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com F) 04 -261 8745 PULAU BETONG
—— ul Y8 Muhamad Farid Saad 194-85 2% b Mohd Tt tsmol 019-570 9500
- tuahismail@yahoo.com

YB Chong Eng (T) 04 - 530 3028
chong.eng@penang.gov.m TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG

YB Shah Haedan Ayoob { % 1) 04 -866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017-460 4849
DATO’ KERAMAT F) 04 -866 1821 halilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO T) 04 - 226 2464
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 227 2464

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

SEBERANG JAYA (T) 04 - 390 5109
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin
TTETYTETY POLIS & AMBULANS 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
: BOMBA 04-398 8809
h _
D S S ana.gov.my 1) 04283 Oake PENYELAMAT JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy

[T; 04 - 323 5870

AR ITAM DIREKTORI TELEFON 103

YB Wong Hon Wai m 04 - 828 0926 OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

wonghonwai@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 828 0926 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058

BERAPIT BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880

YB Ong Kok Fooi (T) 04 - 530 8476 _ FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

ook oo an . Gov.m SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 (BUTTERWORTH) 04510 9375

MACHANG BUBOK NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

M {T; oA KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

TANJONG BUNGAH -

Z{B Teh Yee Cheu - ' (T) 04 - 899 9581 WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 EEQNS?E_UK?T\&E(RUNDUNGAN 04-829 4046

Jjﬁfemnqcoqw == Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511

YB Soon Lip Chee m 04-5941163 EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161

dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04- 594 3163 SOCSO 04-238 9888 04-281 1108

PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

YBLauKengEe 04 - 250 1522

dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

atana@first.net.my F) 04 - 323 5870
KEBUN BUNGA N1 Penaga :011-1060 8823 - Shukri Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
Zg &2%%%'(894%8,% o 53 81-%%2 gjgll N% Bertam : 819 - 232 %36 - Fatimah N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
= 3 N3 Pinang :017 - 71 - Tasrin Beng
SUNGAI BAKAP Tunggal N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee [T; 04 - 582 7549 N4 Pematang :019 - 556 4664 - R.M. Reza Bunga Eong
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com F) 04 - 582 8648 Berangan . N25 Pulau Tikus : 017 - 956 3237 - Quah
KOMTAR N5 Sungai Dua :013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Man N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
YB Teh LaiHeng m 04 - 227 7068 Né Telok Air :013 - 598 1435 - Raudzey Razali Chee
komtarN28@gmail.com F) 04 - 2277068 Tawar N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin
PAYA TERUBONG N7 Sungai PUYU : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee Kota Keat
Y,B Yeohf Sooth\r;] . (T) 04 - 827 8868 N8 ?aganl : 013 - 449 0366 - {eap Choon N28 KOMTAR : 012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang
clemeniyeon@normail.com erma eong 0"0 - 8‘|‘| 7300 - Razin
PULAU TIKUS N9 B" an 1016 - 473 1963 - Gesan N29 Datok :017 - 480 7417 - Varinder
YB Yap Soo Huey T) 04 - 226 5217 alam Keramat 04 - 2246 2464 - Kalvinder
apsoohueydap@gmail.com [F; 04 - 227 5217 N10 §g$§rqng 04 - 390 5109 - l';ll\%rhl.cliqrs?(tci:nder N30 IS:‘yngc.zi 04 - 282 6630 - Shuen
. inan
55"&%@%‘?&3& Salleh Man T) 04 - 398 4226 N11Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N31 Batu = : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
oo i
adunptgpasir@gmail.com F) 04 - 398 4226 - Fqs" . 082 - ggg ggg? - ll;.osli Lancqng
enanti - - hira N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
$gKolTnTE'E‘:%i¢uk\lNen [T; 04 - 508 3977 04 - 538 3871 012 - 5242549 James
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com F) 04 - 508 3677 N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim N33 Air ltam - 012 - 4730736 - Anne
PENANTI 017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee 016 - 4940705 - Janet
YB Dr. Norlela Aviffin T) 04 - 538 2871 N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin N34 - 012 - 484 1 .
34 Paya :0 84 1963 - Toon Hoon
norlela.arifin@gmail.com EF% 04 - 538 4871 Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan Terubong Lee
SUNGAI PINANG N15 tgl?:?]l;g : 8}2 - gig g;gg = Lcc:}un 016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
YB Lim Siew Khi T) 04 - 282 6630 - - : - -
e { N16 Perai : 04 - 399 6689 - Selvi N3 014 - 480 0232
EATU UBAN N17 Bukit h :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun 016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
Tenga i . i
YB Dr. T. Jayabal 04 - 656 260 - -
drioyrobolcc’%?@gn?gi/.com fB 04 - égé 0698 N18 Bukﬁ Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany N36 f,‘;',"gj?,'k 04 - 646 4700 éﬂﬁ,{,sudi“
SERI DELIMA . 017 - 378 4448 - Khor . N37 Batu :019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman
YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/l Rajdii T) 04 - 659 5611 N19 Jawi :017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim Maung 016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
rsnrayer@gmail.com 763635 811 . 012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor N38 Bayan :016 - 599 2918 - Saifullizan
B pami | Ui ohaie e e .
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04-228 8514 N21 Sunggi - 010 - 929 6603 - Ariff Baseri N39 ;ultqu :012 - 422 4935 - Zulkiflee
PAS PENANG HQ (T) 04 - 575 5584 Acheh : €rong .
: . N40 Telok : 017-413 5695 - Johan Abu
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115 N22 Tanjong :012 - 4650021 - Tina Bahang Bakar



SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS

MPSP 2015 MBPP 2015
Nama Telefon Nama Telefon

MPPP 04 - 259 2020
MPSP 04 - 549 7555

Goh Choon Keong 019 - 471 7931
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
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Sharing the joy of Buddhism

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE 2015 Penang Wesak Celebration
held on May 9 at the Malaysian Buddhist
Association (MBA) building was not
merely a religious observance for Bud-
dhists but also provided an invaluable
opportunity for everyone to catch a
glimpse of Buddhist cultural artwork,
handicraft, literature as well as perform-
ing arts.

The auspicious celebration, the fourth
since it was first held in 2012, was organ-
ised by the MBA together with the vari-
ous Buddhist temples and organisations
in Penang.

It was also sponsored by the state
government through the Non-Islamic
Religious Affairs committee chaired by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

Its theme for this year - “Unite People
Harmoniously, Uphold Country, People
and Buddhism” - was most appropriate
and reflected the aspirations of MBA and
very much in line with the wishes of all
Buddhists for a peaceful country.

A variety of activities on that day in-

A mother and her children lighting candles as offerings to the Buddha.

cluded bathing of Buddha’s statues, of-
fering of lights, exhibition of Buddha’s
statues, introduction to Buddhist activi-
ties and organisations in Penang, prayers
and chanting by monks, a musical per-
formance on the “Life of Buddha”, book
fair, demonstrations of Sutra calligraphy

and free health screening conducted by
volunteers from Tzu-Chi Merit Society.

Lim, in his speech at the event, made
reference to certain universal principles
which were not only common and impor-
tant in Buddhist thought but also carried
much weight in what clean governance

was all about.

“Buddhists pay homage to the Triple
Gem which are the Buddha, Dhamma
(Buddhist rules) and the order of monks,
the Sangha. Similarly, the state govern-
ment of Penang holds on dearly to the
principles of people first, rule of law and
leaders who are clean and with integrity.
Our CAT governance is all about compe-
tency, accountability and transparency,”
Lim said.

“Buddhism also teaches its adherents
to avoid the three poisons, namely greed,
hatred and violence. As the state govern-
ment, we also do not condone corruption,
hatred and ignorance amongst the peo-
ple,” he added.

Others present at the event were Ven-
erable Ji Zun, chairman of the fourth
Penang Wesak Celebration Day organis-
ing committee, deputy chairman Datuk
Steven Ooi, Lim’s political secretary
Wong Hon Wai and Penang Branch
Chairman of the Malaysian Consultative
Council of Buddhism, Christianity, Hin-
duism, Sikhism and Taoism (MC-
CBCHST) Sukhindarpal Singh.

Priority housing for deservmg Penangltes

IN conjunction with Mother’s Day
on May 10, Datuk Keramat assem-
blymember Jagdeep Singh Deo to-
gether with members of the Taman
Free School Village Development
and Security Committee distributed
300 carnations to the womenfolk at
the Taman Free School market.

Jagdeep, who’s also the state exco
member for Housing and Town &
Country Planning, spent more than
an hour making his rounds in the
market, speaking to some of the
market patrons, inquiring into the
well-being of the traders and had his
photos taken with his most enthusi-
astic supporters in the constituency.

Towards the end of the event, he
held a press conference to highlight the results
and some measures by the state government
in the provision of affordable housing espe-
cially to disadvantaged groups and single
mothers.

Commenting on the transparent practices of
the Selection Process Enhancement Committee
(SPEC) which he chairs, Jagdeep reiterated the
commitment of the state government in provid-
ing affordable housing to needy and deserving
Penangites.

“Since its inception in September 2013, a
total of 8,721 applicants for low-cost units, a
total of 3,275 for low-medium cost units and
2 453 for affordable housing units have been

Jagdeep (fourth from left) having a few words with
some of the lady folk on Mother’s Day.

selected,” he said.

“We will vet thoroughly the background of
the applicants and will allocate such low-cost,
low-medium cost and affordable housing units
only to those who are eligible, needy and de-
serving only,” Jagdeep told members of the
media.

He also revealed the statistics of recipients
who are single mothers who have been allo-
cated units by SPEC.

“Since the inception of SPEC, 246 single
mothers were selected in 2013, 891 in 2014
and 461 until April this year. In total, 1,598
single mothers have been allocated units,” said
Jagdeep.

Let’s walk for charity

FOR the seventh consecutive
year, the Malaysian Red Cres-
cent Society (MRCS) Penang
Branch will be holding the MRC
Heritage Walk to raise funds for
the society.

The event will be held on
May 31.

This was announced during a
press launch of the event on
May 9 by state exco member for
Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow.

“We invite sports-minded
people as well as heritage enthu-
siasts to join us in the walk. We
are also encouraging our mem-
bers and their families, together
with our many individual and
corporate well-wishers, to par-
ticipate in this charity sports
event,” said Loh Nam Hooi,
organising chairman for the
event.

Loh added that the MRCS
Penang Branch managed to raise
RM157,000 in the MRC Herit-
age Walk 2014 and for this year,
their aim is to raise about
RM200,000.

“The funds raised will be
used for our many humanitarian

projects. The branch also needs
funds to train our members in
first aid, rescue and advanced
first aid skills, disaster relief and
management. Our members
must be trained to be in a state
of preparedness so that they can
respond to calls for help when-
ever disasters strike,” added
Loh.

Chow, in his speech, com-
mended on the voluntary efforts
by the MRCS Penang Branch in
providing disaster relief during
times of need.

“The MRCS Penang Branch
is an important partner of the
state government in meeting the
needs of the less fortunate and
in rendering assistance during
disasters and accidents. The
state government appreciates
the efforts of the Red Crescent
members who readily step for-
ward to help those who need
first aid assistance. Their spirit
of volunteerism and willingness
to help those in need is worthy
of praise and great apprecia-
tion,” Chow said.

The walk will be flagged off
in front of the Town Hall at the
Esplanade at 8am on May 31.



Retaining women
in the workforce

By Chong Eng, EXCO of Youth
and Sports; Women, Family
and Community Develop-
ment, and Chairperson of
PWDC

ACCORDING to the Labour
Force Survey Time Series Data
1982-2013 released by the De-
partment of Statistics, it is esti-
mated that there were 327,700
women in the workforce in Pen-
ang in 2013. In other words, the
rate of female participation in the
workforce stood at 57%.

Out of that figure, it is esti-
mated that a total of 321,300
women are working and a total of
6,500 women were unemployed,
making the unemployment rate
at 2%. At the same time, a total
of 247 300 women are outside the
labour force, which means they
are not looking to enter the work-
force This includes students and
housewives.

The lack of women in the
workforce is a loss to the state of
Penang, to its economy and Gross
Domestic Product.

It should be noted that there is
a significant number of women
who want to join the workforce

Celebrating Mother’s Day at PJKK SPT.

but are unable to due to household
responsibilities, child and elderly
care, and the lack of family-
friendly workplaces.

A sustainable solution to in-
creasing women'’s participation
in the workforce is not just to
provide more jobs, but also find
ways to retain women in the
workforce.

The Penang Institute 2014
study entitled ‘Explaining Wom-
en’s Labour Force Participation
- A Case Study of Penang’ has
proposed some solutions that can
be taken such as providing cours-
es for retraining and upgrading
skills of women who wish to re-
turn to work, and develop entre-
preneurship and self-employment

ﬁ Respect

skills.

In addition, the study Penang
Institute also recommends the
creation of childcare services at
reasonable price, as well as
family-friendly workplaces that
practice flexible working hours,
and providing extended mater-
nity leave for mothers and pater-
nity leave for fathers.

However, most importantly, a
change in the public mind-set is
necessary so that women and men
equally share the household re-
sponsibilities and childcare duties.
It is not the task of women alone.

At present, the State Govern-
ment through PWDC is actively
promoting the culture and values
of gender equality in the work-

Chong Eng, Permatang Pauh MP Wan Azizah and Sungai Pinang

R

Assemblywomen Lim Siew Khim with the children of PUKK SPT

at a recent official visit.

place.

PWDC regularly conducts its
Lean In @ Penang Forums that
are inspired by the book ‘Lean In:
Women, Work and the Will to
Lead’ by the COO of Facebook,
Sheryl Sandberg.

The forum series brings the
message of gender equality in the
workplace and the home to both
women and men in the corporate
and professional sectors.

Since 2013, the Lean In @
Penang Forum has been attended
by over 300 participants. Most
recently, PWDC conducted a
forum for the staff of MBPP in
conjunction with International
Women’s Day 2015.

PWDC also operates the Taska
D’KOMTAR, which is serves as
a model childcare centre that
employers can implement at their
workplace. In addition to this,
PWDC also supervises the Pusat
Jagaan Kanak-Kanak (PJKK)
DTL in Rifle Range, Ayer Itam

and the PJKK SPT in Bukit Mer-
tajam.

PWDC has also launched a
mapping system that maps all the
registered childcare centres reg-
istered in the state. The mapping
system serves as a database for
parents and caregivers who work,
and encourages childcare centres
to register with the Social Welfare
Department.

In its efforts to mainstream
gender in government adminis-
tration, PWDC has also spear-
headed the Gender Responsive
and Participatory Budget (GRPB)
with the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and Municipal
Council Seberang Perai (MPSP).

It is hoped that with the coop-
eration of MBPP and MPSP, the
gender factor will be considered
in the various areas of govern-
ance, including efforts to increas-
ing the creation of government
jobs and business opportunities
for women.

Boosting the gender factor in local films

By Yasmin Bathamanathan,
PWDC Communications &
External Relations Officer

On 15 May, the second year de-
gree students of KDU College
Penang’s Communications and
Languages department held the
award night of their project,
Flicks Fiesta 2015.

Themed Flash of Dreams, the
film competition was designed to
“encourage and inspire aspiring
screenwriters and filmmakers in
Penang.”

Recognising the value of nur-
turing young talents and the im-
portance of encouraging young
women to venture into filmmak-
ing, Penang Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) spon-
sored two special awards — the
PWDC Gender Equality Award
and PWDC Futures Award.

As the Penang State Govern-
ment Agency championing gen-
der equality and women’s em-
powerment, PWDC is dedicated
to cultivating a creative atmos-
phere in which young talents can
explore themes of gender equal-
ity in their creative ventures.

For category one, participants
who create a Public Service An-
nouncement (PSA) centred on or
involving the theme ‘gender
equality’ will be awarded the
PWDC Gender Equality Award.
Natalee Corbett, a Form Five
student from Methodist Girls’
School nabbed the award for her
video “Why Can’t I Play Video
Games”.

Corbett shared how she has
personally seen a gender dispar-
ity in the world of gaming, with
not many girls taking up playing
video games because of the so-

PWDC Gender Equality Award
winner Natalee Corbett (right)
with PWDC Programme
Manager Karen Lai.

cietal perception that video
games are for boys.

PWDC is also dedicated to
leveling the playing field so that
women can have the same op-

portunities as men to succeed in
areas they are good in. This was
the objective behind the PWDC
Futures Award.

A study by Geena Davis Insti-
tute on Gender in Media con-
cluded that the “gender ratio
behind the camera is 3.9 males
to every 1 female. Females com-
prised 7% of directors, 19.7% of
writers, and 22.7% of producers
across the sample films and pub-
lic service announcements or
PSA.”

Winning the PWDC Futures
Award for best female director
was Yeoh Wei Ling, a student at
KDU Penang. Her documentary
on the Chinese cultural practice
of paper offerings had all the
hallmarks of a good documen-
tary —solid content, an investiga-
tive perspective, quality inter-
views and crisp editing.

PWDC Futures Award winner
Yeoh Wei Ling (right) accepting
her award from Lai.

“This award very meaningful
for me. I feel like I actually can
do something; this encourages
me a lot,” said Yeoh, on winning
the PWDC Futures Award.

To view the award-winning
films, visit the Penang Women’s
Development Corporation chan-
nel on YouTube.
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Rebranding MBPP is Connie’s mission

CONNIE Tan, 25, has
very youthful looks
and does not exude the
facade of a councillor.

She looks like a
student leader, and
certainly not what
some people may ex-
pect as a Penang Is-
land City Council
(MBPP) councillor.

However, her per-
formance and fresh
ideas have caught the
attention of Buletin
Mutiara.

At the recent first
MBPP meeting
chaired by mayor of
Penang Datuk Patahiyah Ismail,
Tan together with another female
councillor, Syerleena Abdul
Rashid, put forward several pro-
posals.

Patahiyah was dressed in her
ceremonial mayor’s robe and she
too noted how the first female
mayor of Penang had two female
councillors speaking in the meet-
ing, making it almost an all-
women’s meeting.

Tan is in her second term as a
councillor and she is going to
focus on rebranding MBPP, mov-
ing from the perception of “rub-
bish collectors” to a professional,
efficient governmental body.

“This year, my aim is to trans-
form the landscape of Penang
through creative means and a soft
approach, I want to make the
people of Penang feel a differ-

S
Tan has some fresh ideas.

ence. With creative videos that
can touch the hearts and imagina-
tion of the people, together with
the outreach of the social media,
we can transform the perception
of the public towards the city
council for not just Penangites but
the tourists as well,” she told
Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian.
“We can see that a lot of the
issues that the council faces on a
daily basis are often attributed to
the lack of public education
which has resulted in a lot of
public facilities and utilities being
taken for granted. With our con-
tinuous efforts in public educa-
tion, coupled with enforcement,
we will be a world class city in
no time,” she said confidently.
“The role of the council
should not be restricted to only
giving out licences, preparing

The MBPP meeting in session.

parking spaces and issuing com-
pounds etc, even though these
functions are important. My
opinion is that the council can
expand its roles in terms of public
education, art and even culture,”
she added.

Tan’s love for animals has
driven her to launch her first
awareness programme.

“I am also working on a pro-
ject on stray dog adoption to be
led by the council as we would
like to see our strays treated hu-
manely with the ultimate goal of
a zero stray dog society. I would
also like to appeal to the public to
not to throw their pets away when
they have grown tired of them.
Animals have feelings too,” she
said.

Penang local councils to absorb GST

THE state government has as-
sured the people that unlike
Terengganu which will only
bear the people’s burden of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
for one year, the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and Se-
berang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) will bear the people’s
GST annually.

“The Penang state govern-
ment welcomes the Terengganu
state government for following
what Penang and Johor have
done in exempting the payment
of GST for local government
services to the rakyat. Unlike
Terengganu, MBPP and MPSP
will bear the people’s GST bur-
den annually, GST remittances

of RM15.631 million and
RMS5.83 million respectively,”
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
said in a statement on May 12.

Before Johor made the an-
nouncement, only Penang had
objected to government services
being subjected to GST.

“I had written to the Prime
Minister on March 4 for an ex-
emption from GST, but there has
been no reply,” Lim said while
expressing his disappointment.

The total annual GST pay-
ment of RM21.5 million is a
huge sum for both MBPP and
MPSP.

“Bearing the GST burden is
necessary to show solidarity
with states that are willing to

take this drastic step to demon-
strate strong opposition to the
new tax regime. MBPP and
MPSP will have to pay directly
RM14 .4 million and RMS mil-
lion as output tax for carrying
out public works and develop-
ment projects. This RM19.4
million in output tax will be paid
direct to the Customs Depart-
ment,” Lim said.
Furthermore, both MBPP
and MPSP will have to collect
from the public RM1.23 million
and RM863,000 for using gov-
ernment services as input tax for
GST, which will then be remit-
ted to the Customs Department.
Itis this RM2.1 million input
tax that is supposed to be paid

Tan is proud that she was part
of the councillors when Penang
regained its city status.

However, she is aware that
people’s expectations towards the
council will be higher and it
means MBPP needs to be more
efficient in handling issues.

Buletin Mutiara asked Connie:
“Does having a woman mayor
inspire you to reach for sky since
in Penang, we have such oppor-
tunity and freedom?”

She replied: “Yes it has defi-
nitely inspired me, having a
woman mayor leading the coun-
cil, I feel it’s a good start for
women. It is not easy to lead in an
environment where the number of
men outnumbers women, but the
mayor has proven that a woman

can lead. It’s a boost to society and
it’s good that a woman mayor
exists even though some egos
may be bruised. I believe this kind
of humbling will make our soci-
ety more mature.”

When asked on her plans for
the next five years, Tan said: “By
then, I will be in my 30s and I can
see myself as a confident woman
where I can live my life to my
own design and be able to handle
work as well as my personal life
well. I will be a qualified lawyer
by then and will continue to
contribute to the cause. Women
must believe in themselves and
achieve their dreams. I also be-
lieve that only insecure men will
see women empowerment as a
threat.”

(e}

Last column for lead - more mature - seems spread out.

directly by the public that the
rakyat will save.

However, the public also has
to indirectly pay RM19.4 mil-
lion of GST in output tax paid
by MBPP and MPSP because

to aboob G5Tor
local government sﬁwces

this amount paid means RM19 4
million less to spend on the
rakyat.

Penang ratepayers can now
heave a sigh of relief as the
councils will bear their burden.
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MBPP fetes retirees,
workers

exemplary

Pix by Alissala Thian

THERE is a proverb that says - A joyful
heart is good medicine, but a broken
spirit drains one’s strength.

One could see testament of this when
the cheerful faces of Penang Island City
Council (MBPP)’s retired workers lit up
the Town Hall on May 15 at the Retirees
Appreciation and the Excellent Service
Award celebrations.

Penang Mayor Datuk Patahiyah Is-
mail was on hand to give away watches
and mementoes to 132 retirees and
RM1,000 to 211 excellent service award
recipients.

“I hope everyone will continue to
work together and be proactive to pro-
vide the best service to the public in line
with our MBPP slogan of ‘Excellence
is our culture’ (Kecemerlangan Budaya
Kita),” Patahiyah reminded all MBPP
workers and staff members in her
speech.

Spotted amongst the retirees was
Loke Tong Hock, 61 who had worked
with MBPP for 36 years.

Loke had been featured by Buletin
Mutiara for being one of the “Unsung
Heroes” who worked diligently to keep
Penang clean.

A very cheerful Loke greeted Buletin
Mutiara’s Chan Lilian to announce his
retirement.

“I am retired but will continue work-

S

ing on contract basis. Recently, I went
for a medical check-up and the doctor
said I am in excellent health. You know,
I cannot sit still and love working. So I
am working from 6am to 3.45pm at the
Farlim market, making sure the toilets
and market are clean,” he said.

“I used to work as a mechanic in a
local newspaper before I joined MBPP.
I had worked in the Rifle Range flats
and also on Penang Hill. It is a joy work-
ing,” he added.

Two staff members of MBPP who
received their excellence service award
also shared their joys with Buletin Mu-
tiara.

Udini U-turn, the great Ubah

THE Udini U-turn is said to be the big
and visible change, or “Ubah”, as
what Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
said during the launch.

What used to be a traffic nightmare,
the Udini U-turn has now enabled
smoother traffic flow.

“Have you asked yourselves? How
come last time (under the previous
Barisan Nasional government admin-
istration), we had the same people
working but not the same results? I
think we should ask the engineer how
come? He will tell you...last time, he
will ask where to find the money?
Now under the Pakatan Rakyat ad-
ministration, it is different. If the
engineers think we should build or
expand the roads, we will tell them to
do it while we find the money to fi-

nance it. This is the change that Pa-
katan Rakyat brings.”

The Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) spent RM7.3 million and
completed the project at the end of
April.

“After the upgrading of the roads,
the traffic has been reduced by 15%.
In terms of traffic congestion percent-
age, 15% is a lot. Each day, at least
66,000 vehicles pass by this stretch
of Jalan Masjid Negeri. I myself use
this road to return home to the main-
land. Hence, I know how congested
the road was,” Rajendran Anthony,
deputy director of MBPP’s Engineer-
ing Department told Buletin Mutiara.

Meanwhile, Penang Mayor Datuk
Patahiyah Ismail revealed that MBPP
has spent RM73.4 million to upgrade

Loke sharing with Buletin Mutiara his experience working in MBPP for
36 years to ensure clean markets and toilets.

One of them was Rajase-
gara Rajoo, 45, who was
afflicted by polio and moves
around in his wheelchair.

“I am very happy that I received this
award after working for 20 years. I am
also grateful that MBPP offers me a job
even though I am confined to a wheel-
chair. There is no problem commuting
as I can ride a bike to go to my office in
the Youth Park,” said the clerk at the
Landscape Department of MBPP.

Roslan Ahmad @Awang is MBPP’s
audio-visual technician and photogra-
pher.

He is often seen at major events and
captures all the important events for
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View of the U-turn near the Udini Roundabout.

the traffic flow at Jalan Masjid Neg-
eri, Jalan Air Itam, Jalan Gottlieb and
Jalan Bagan Jermal.

Another bigger and better plan in
the pipeline is the by-pass from Leb-

Roslan (left) receiving with pride the Excellence
Service Award certificate and RM1,000 from
Patahiyah (right) while MBPP’s Secretary Ir. Ang
Aing Thye looks on.

MBPP. Roslan, 29,a UUM media tech-
nology graduate felt his works are ap-
preciated.

“l am very proud to receive this
award and it will encourage me to strive
harder. As a photographer, I have to
sacrifice my personal time as the events
require me to be present at any time and
any day and my task is to make sure all
the moments are captured,” Roslan said.

MBPP’s choir Senandung MBPP
entertained the audience and all the re-
cipients were treated to a sumptuous
lunch.

uhraya Tun Dr. Lim Chong Eu to Air
Itam which will cost RM1.04 billion
and is expected to take off in the mid-
dle of next year and complete by
2019.



Story and pix by Chan Lilian

BESIDES being well-known
for its fabulous flora and fau-
na, there is one other attraction
that all this while was known
only to regular visitors to the
Penang Botanical Gardens.

Long before juice bars be-
came famous and in trend,
Penang Botanical Gardens’
Tropical Fruit Juice stall was
already swarmed with custom-
ers who knew how to appreci-
ate a healthy dose of juices.

You can pick and choose the
type of fruits to blend or you
can trust the stall to offer the
best tasting mixed fruit juices.

Next to the stall, the fruit
seller selling cut and fresh
fruits offers some of the best
harvests from Penang’s farms.

Here you can find the fa-
mous fresh nutmegs, old gin-
ger which is super hot, jack-
fruit, guava, cucumber, toma-
toes, mangoes and more.

A big and bold sign reading
“Big Ben Breakfast” will prob-
ably entice hungry people to
stop for their breakfast.

Although there is nothing
extraordinary about eggs,
toasts, baked beans, bacon and
ham, Big Ben is a name that
has been around for a while
and people still stop by for
food and fruit juices.

Western breakfast and fruit juice from Big Ben Breakfast for that

extra oomph!

Fresh cherry tomatoes and Japanese cucumbers are good
snacks for the health conscious.

If a greasy ham and
bacon combination is not
your idea of a healthy
breakfast, keep your eyes
open and you may spot
another tiny joint which
serves organic foods that
include oats and less
greasy meals.

With healthy juices,
food and a nice park to
run or take a stroll, why
not make the Botanical
Gardens your regular
stop?

Troplcal Fruit Juice stall at the Penang Botanical Gardens has been around for decades and vnsnors can quench their thirst W|th
healthy fresh fruits juice.

Fresh juices

You can have break-
fast in a cosy, green
cafe at Big Ben Break-
fast.

There is no other place
in Penang where you can
find such a lush green
park with old trees and
undulating hills, and
some great food to boot.

Lemon infused water is said to be good for health, so grab
some from the fruit stall and try it.

[ e
Sunshine and everything nice in this mixed
fruit juice of beetroot and fresh orange.
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Story and pix by Chan Lilian

SOME 2,000 cyclists took to the streets on May 10 to
celebrate Penang city status.

They rode from Penang City Hall at the Esplanade
to Telok Bahang and headed back to the majestic City
Hall for a “kampung-themed” lunch.

The flag-off was carried out by Penang Mayor Da-
tuk Patahiyah Ismail at 7am, while Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng, his wife Betty Chew and youngest son
joined the cyclists for a 10km family ride to Gurney
Drive.

The whole route was 43km and the cyclists took
between two to three hours to complete the ride.

Penang Island City Council (MBPP) Building Con-
trol director Yew Tung Seang, who is the Organising
Chairman said: “We are so surprised with the over-

Football unites leaders from both sides

FOOTBALL indeed brings people from

councillor S. Sukumar enjoying the football match.

Cyclists celebrate city status

Lim (right) with Shah Headan and Penang Island City Council

Over 2,000 cyclists riding from George Town to Telok Bahang and back during the City Ride. Seen here is a bir

whelming turn out. Although we targeted only about
1,000 people, more than 2,000 cyclists turned up. We
are sorry that we do not have enough free T-shirts to
give out today as we printed only 2,000 pieces. I find
it amusing that all the small sizes were taken up but
we have a few XL ones left! I think this means that
all Penangites have become slim after their active and
healthy lifestyle like our state slogan of a ‘Cleaner,
Greener, Healthier and Safer Penang’.”

It was indeed a memorable sight to see the cyclists
in their grey T-shirts bearing MBPP’s logo cruising
through the city and the beach road.

The cyclists enjoyed the ride which was carefully
monitored by enforcement officers from MBPP and
marshals from G-Club.

Safety was the top priority and the smooth ride
ended well.

both sides of the divide together.

y

said.

In the recent Penang PYDC South-West
football tournament, Umno assemblymem-
ber Datuk Shah Headan Ayoob Hussain
Shah and Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
were seen having a good time chatting as
they both watched the football final match
on May 16 at Sungai Ara Mini Stadium.

Although the football match was between
football clubs in the South-West district of
Penang, the roaring crowd and emotions
shown by the supporters in the nail-biting
final was intense like in any other big match.

Shah Headan sponsors the two football
clubs — Sungai Ara FC and ZA Telok Ba-
hang and was utterly proud of both teams.

“Sungai Ara is my hometown and Telok
Bahang is my constituency. Therefore, |
give my fullest support to both teams,” he

e
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d’s eye view of the participants raring to go at Jalan

Penang mayor Datuk Patahiyah Ismail delivering her
speech before flagging off the cyclists.

The game ended 0-0 at full time but ZA
Telok Bahang won 7-6 on penalty kicks.

The fans were jubilant and fireworks
were let off by the winning team’s sup-
porters.

Lim gave away the prizes to the winning
teams.

The champions received RM5,000, a
trophy and medals while the runner-up re-
ceived RM3,000.

The third and fourth placings went to
Pen-Mutiara and Baratdaya FC, each getting
RM1,500 and RM1,000.

“Next year, the Penang state through the
PYDC (Penang Youth Development Corpo-
ration) will organise an even bigger and
better tournament. I am very pleased that
despite our differences, the spirit of sports-
manship shines through and the match has
been a peaceful one,” Lim said before the
prize presentation ceremony.
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Exercise for a stronger heart

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng was all praise for the
Heart Foundation of Malaysia
for its continuous work in cul-
tivating and promoting healthy
living among Malaysians.

He said it is an honour for
Penang to be the first city to
host the Great Eastern Colour
My Heart Run.

“We also commend Great
Eastern for recognising the
problem we have in Malaysia
and putting their efforts in rais-
ing awareness on a healthy
lifestyle,” Lim said when
launching the Penang leg of
the run at the Esplanade on

April 19.

Also present was Penang
Governor Tun Dr. Abdul Rah-
man Abbas, director and chief
executive officer of Great
Eastern Life Assurance (Ma-
laysia) Berhad Datuk Koh Yaw
Hui and chairman of the Heart
Foundation of Malaysia, Da-
tuk Dr JS Sambhi.

“Exercise can be fun. So,
Malaysians, please get active,”
Sambhi said.

Held over two weekends in
Penang and Kuala Lumpur, the
Great Eastern Colour My
Heart Run is an international
class event featuring a 12km
timed race and a Skm fun run
catering to all ages and fitness
levels.
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Celebrations

W: www.heritagecelebrations.info
E: heritagecelebrations@gmail.com | T: +6016 490 2780
FB : www.facebook.com /GeorgeTownCelebrations
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Abdul Rahman (front) throwing a cup of coloured powder in jest
at the crowd.

Participants are provided with masks and sunglasses to shield
{52 themselves from the d
S powder.

The Colour My Heart Run is a fun run for the whole family
including children.
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Eager entrepreneurs at SME Bizfest

Story and pix by Mark James

IN line with the theme “Innovate to Dom-
inate”, this year’s TM SME Bizfest gave
the 1,000 entrepreneurs at the event the
edge to drive their businesses despite the
economic challenges faced by the nation.

TM SME Bizfest is an annual festival
of conferences and exhibitions aimed at
promoting growth in the small and me-
dium sized businesses in the country.

Telekom Malaysia Berhad (TM) ex-
ecutive vice-president (Consumer &
SME) Imri Mokhtar said the 700,000
small and medium-sized enterprises
make up nearly 40% of the nation’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).

“Although Malaysia’s e-commerce
market size will be a staggering RMS5.7
billion, only 14% of the 700,000 SMEs
have a web presence, which means there
is still a huge potential among SMEs in
adopting ICT to enhance their competi-
tiveness,” he said.

“Orders and purchases are increas-
ingly shifting away from traditional sales
channels to online. Thus, it is vital for
Malaysian SMEs to react fast and effec-
tively to the changing market in order to
remain competitive and relevant.”

Ng Wan Peng, chief operating officer
of the Multimedia Development Corpo-
ration, said the world is becoming in-

———————
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despite economic challenges.

creasingly easier to fit into the palm of a
person’s hand as more businesses are
gearing to go mobile.

“It took 38 years for radio to attract 50
million listeners. 13 years for television
to attract 50 million viewers. In just four
years the Internet has attracted 50 million
surfers. Angry Birds took 35 days to
reach 50 million downloads!” Ng said.

This demonstrates that technology has
been made accessible and affordable for
more people than ever in the history of

Imri says SMEs are the backbone of the Malaysian economy and foresees growth
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man and that business, small, medium or
large, must have the foresight to change
and adapt to the fast changing times.
None was more evident for founder of
myNEWS.com Dang Tai Luk who an-
ticipated the dawn of the internet age in
the early 2000’s and quickly adapted his
business model from a newspaper stand
to a press-and-convenience store model.
“To be successful, you must always be
ready and courageous enough to innovate
and change. If you don’t want to get your

hands dirty, you will not succeed,” Dang
said.

Dang’s story of success like many
came from humble beginnings with a
newsstand stall in a small corner and
through his convictions and resilience,
built an empire of 200 stores with 20%
growth annually since 1996.

Even Tarik Jeans founder Afiq Is-
kander believes that with globalisation
Malaysians need not look east or west
but rather pull foreign nations to Malay-
sia and showcase its rich culture.

His fashion label has swept the nation
with its design’s simplicity and closely
related to patriotic and cultural themes.

“We hope to bring Malaysian fashion
to a new height. Not to emulate western
fashion but to create our own identity we
can be proud of,” said Afiq.

Although economic times have ham-
pered the spirits of many businesses, it is
Buletin Mutiara’s observation that Pen-
ang’s SME entrepreneurs will not let the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) or the
weak Ringgit be obstacles for success.

“My business is only a year old but
each day is a step ahead from the other.
The festival today really gave me new
ideas and motivated me despite the in-
creasing hardships,” said 26 year old Ivan
Low, founder of The Gents Den, a local
gentleman supplies and dry goods store.

PJCC takes proactive steps for state’s future

THE Penang Joint Chambers of Com-
merce (PJCC) convened recently on
April 30 to express its interest to play
mediator between the federal and
state government in matters pertain-
ing to the various industries in Pen-
ang.

PJCC chairman Rizal Faris Mohi-
deen said Penang is ripe for a third
wave of economic growth; the first
being during the colonial rule and the
second under the leadership of Tun
Dr Lim Chong Eu.

Rizal said while Penang continues
to flourish, there is also a worry of a
middle-income trap which needs pro-
active steps to counter.

“The PJCC is made up of nine
principal private sector bodies con-
cerned with the commerce and indus-
try in the state of Penang. We are here
to promote and foster all the business
communities who are participating in
commercial and industrial activities
in Malaysia and in particular, Pen-
ang,” Rizal said.

PJCC representative for the Real
Estate & Housing Developers’ As-
sociation (Rehda), Penang branch
chairman Datuk Jerry Chan said that
there are some issues the federal and
state governments can see eye-to-eye.

“Among these is the 1Malaysia
People’s Housing Scheme (PR1IMA),
the Penang airport expansion, roads
and infrastructure but stalemates have
slowed down progress,” Jerry said.

“PJCC then wants to be the conduit
to find solutions where all parties,
especially the people of Penang ben-
efit,” he added.

On April 13, PJCC met Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak
who responded positively to PICC’s
suggestions.

The Prime Minister will be making
a trip to Penang on the chamber’s
invitation.

PJCC has also set up a meeting this
month with Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng to discuss possible platforms of
cooperation.

(from left) Rizal, Lim and Jerry had a discussion on how PJCC could play a role
in providing economic and business solutions for the state.

Rizal said that fundamentally, the
federal and state governments have to
come together and discuss solutions
that will benefit the people.

“This is the only way we can have

a vibrant outcome and produce a
world class industry in Penang on a
global scale.”
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