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Leader In

vocational trainin

Story by Chan Lilian

ONCE again, Penang leads....Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng said referring to the
German Dual Vocational Training pro-
gramme in Penang.

He said this on Oct 6 at the signing
ceremony of the RM?2 million sponsorship
agreement with the Penang Skills and
Development Centre (PSDC) to support
the German Dual Vocational Training
programme in the state.

“I am proud to say that Penang is the
first state government to have initiated the
German Dual Vocational Training and is
even supporting its development in cash
and kind. In other words, these students
are exempted from paying fees and with
the monthly stipend of RM900 from the
participating companies they are practi-
cally paid to study!” he said.

The state government hopes to take in
500-600 students through the sponsorship
which is open to all companies in Penang,
irrespective of whether it is an SME or
MNC.

The students however, have to be Ma-
laysians but with preference given to
Penangites.

“Whilst many businesses in Penang are
export orientated, many Small and Me-
dium Enterprises are not. But to remain
competitive, all businesses have to con-
tinue to invest in capital and talent. As
such, the Penang state government has
realised that the commonality of all these
businesses is that they tap on talents in
Penang,” Lim said.

US President Barack Obama praised

Germany, which has been long famous for
its well-developed work-based education,
for its Dual Vocational Training System
in his State of the Union address in 2012.

“All over the world, people regard the
words ‘Made in Germany’ as a seal for
high quality products. It is now the state
government’s aim to establish ‘Trained in
Penang’ as a new benchmark for high
quality training in Malaysia and globally.
This will increasingly become more rel-

evant as the Asean Economic Community
takes form and Penang plays a regional
role,” Lim added.

Penang’s unemployment figures offer
encouraging signs.

The state has been constantly experi-
encing lower unemployment rates com-
pared to the country as a whole.

Despite the global economic crisis
between 2007 and 2009, Penang’s unem-
ployment rate remained well below the

natural rate of unemployment of 4%,
fluctuating between 1.7% and 2.4%.

“We now record the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in Malaysia and Malaysian
history at 1.2%. This shows that the labour
market in Penang has been competitive
and robust thus far. With this programme
- the first of its kind in Malaysia - the state
government will ensure that Penang re-
mains the country’s premier destination to
invest, learn, work and live.”
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NGOs told to go after Minister

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

GO after the Agriculture and Agro-
based Industry Minister to get the
vaccination for the strays.

That is the message that Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng conveyed
when NGOs hit out irrationally after
the culling order for strays was
withdrawn.

Lim explained in a written state-
ment on Oct 12 that it is left to
Datuk Seri Ahmad Shabery Cheek,
the Agriculture and Agro-Based
Industry Minister, to begin the vac-
cinations.

“We are waiting for the arrival of
the 40,000 vaccines which were
promised by Worldwide Veterinary
Service (WVS) after the vaccines
are tested and checked by the min-

istry. Therefore, I hope all the NGOs
will be rational and understand that
the Penang state government must
act responsibly. The Penang Gov-
ernment cannot ignore the threat of
the spread of rabies and not do any-
thing. We were forced to carry out
culling on Sept 15 because of the
unavailability of vaccines. The state
also finds it hard to carry out dia-
logues with those who are racists,
extreme and irrational,” Lim said.

On Sept 30, the state had met Dr.
Luke Gamble (pix), founder of Mis-
sion Rabies.

Gamble then headed to Putrajaya
to get the supply of vaccines tested,
endorsed and approved by the De-
partment of Veterinary Services
before mass vaccinations could
begin.

PPS case to go to Court of Appeal

PENANG state government
lawyers Datuk Ambiga
Sreenevasan and Gobind
Singh Deo will file an ap-
peal to the Court of Appeal
against the High Court de-
cision disallowing leave to
file a judicial review against
the Home Ministry’s deci-
sion banning the State’s
Voluntary Patrol Unit (PPS)
as illegal.

Pursuant to the Oct 8
High Court decision, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng
issued a statement.

“The Penang state gov-
ernment is surprised by
the Penang High Court
decision today. I have in-
structed the Penang state
government lawyers to file
an appeal the soonest pos-
sible,” he said.

“The Penang state gov-
ernment maintains the PPS
was properly constituted
and had co-operated with
all the relevant authorities,
including police, to con-
duct community policing
to assist the police in re-
ducing crime. For three

years, there were no problems, until
the PPS was demonised by some BN
supporters, who were then seen in the
notorious racist red-shirt rally last

Sept 16,” he added.

The Penang government filed for

—

File photo of PPS members getting hau
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a judicial review on Jan 27, 2015 to
challenge the ban on PPS as political
victimidation by the federal govern-

ment.

The police had arrested 158 PPS
members, including several MPs and
assemblymembers, for taking part in

led up to the police station on Aug 31, 2014.

the Merdeka parade on Aug 31, 2014.
Penang is seeking a declaration that
the PPS was legally established by the
state government, based on Section
101 (v) of the Local Government Act
1976, and that PPS is not a society as
stated in the 1966 Societies Act.

Mass culling
order revoked

A PIECE of good news
for all dog lovers and
stray dogs - the Rabies
Infected Area (Penang)
Order 2015 was revoked
as of Oct 9.

Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng officially an-
nounced the revocation
of the order in a press
conference in Komtar on
Oct 9.

“In view of the current
situation which is under
control, I will revoke the
Rabies Infected Area
(Penang) Order effective
today. The Anti-Rabies
Vaccination Order will
still be in effect so I urge
all dog owners to vacci-
nate their beloved pets,”
Lim said.

So far, Penang has only
had four rabies cases de-
spite the high population
of dogs compared to the
neighbouring states of
Perlis and Kedah which
have had 20 and 18 cases
respectively.

Lim stressed on the
importance of vaccina-
tion and also hoped that
related NGOs will come
forward and show their
support.



Faster free Wiki

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Darwina Mohd. Daud

FIFTY high speed WiFi hotspots are
now available in the heritage and
Komtar areas with users in these area
getting 3Mbps compared to the 1Mbps
at the other WiFi hotspots.

The launch at Komtar on Oct 21 by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng was wit-
nessed by Penang state exco members.

“With the faster speed now at your
fingertips, I hope users will be able to
experience a more efficient and faster
surfing experience. The Penang state
government believes that faster Inter-
net or digital broadband speed is a
necessary and sufficient condition to
become a high-income economy and
developed country,” Lim said in his
speech.

Taking a jibe at an earlier comment
by Communication and Multimedia
Minister Datuk Seri Salleh Said
Keruak, Lim said: “Maybe he prefers
lower broadband speeds but it is like
declaring that we can move forward

by going backwards. The Penang state
government intends to showcase a
model of faster broadband that will
attain international and intelligent city
status.”

The Penang Free Wifi was launched
in 2009.

Penang was the first state in the
country to offer free broadband access
to the public with 750 free WiFi hot-
spots in specific public areas in the
island and Butterworth.

“The objective was to make the
internet easily accessible to everyone.
Judging by the number of registered
users that we have today, which is
about 600,000, I can say that we have
achieved our aim. This is like almost
every household in Penang has a Pen-
ang Free Wifi account,” Lim added.

Currently, there are 1,560 free
WiFi hotspots in the island itself and
the mainland.

In February, the state upgraded the
bandwidth from 75Mbps to 375Mbps.
This piece of good news was wel-
comed by many as it meant that Inter-

Penang
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FREE WiFi

Lim (left) with exco member for Local Government, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow launching the Penang High Speed Free WiFi.

net users can get faster speed of up to
IMbps.

Previously it was 512kbps.

This is all part and parcel of the
state government’s on-going efforts to
make the free WiFi service experience

a good one.

Now, at the 50 locations, users can
enjoy three times faster speed.

To enjoy this free WiFi service, log
on to http://www.penangfreewifi.com.
my/ and sign up for an account.

Extra hours for road closure

PREVIOUSLY Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng issued
a stop-work order on the closure of a section of the
Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu Expressway located between
Lebuhraya Kampung Jawa and Hilir Sungai Keluang
1 in Bayan Lepas, Penang and ordered for the roads
to reopened on Sept 4.

Currently, the section is closed from 11pm till
5.30am during weekdays and from Friday 11pm to
Monday 5.30am for the upgrading work on the special
span project to be carried out.

Additional hours closing hours were added effective
from Oct 12.

In a recent press conference held in Komtar on Oct
9, UEM Builders Berhad (UEMB) Construction
deputy senior manager Ismade Ismail said: “The state
government has allowed for now the following extra
closure hours after much consideration and discussion
with the panel and also with the Free Industrial Zone,
Penang, Companies Association. The additional hours
will be from 9pm till 5am and 9am till 12.30pm (Mon-
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safety of every single section of this special span pro-
ject and it is with immediate effect that if any instabil-
ity is found, affected roads will be closed to prevent
any accidents from occurring.

The Independent Expert Engineers Panel will also
do a site check from time to time to ensure the safety

of this project.
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Eyes on the blind

Story by Chan Lilian

FOCUS will be given to blindness and vision impair-
ment on World Sight Day this year.

Observed on the second Thursday of October each
year, it is to create awareness on blindness.

Pulau Tikus assemblymember Yap Soo Huey and St.
Nicholas Home executive director Daniel Soon held a
press conference on Oct 15 on the event.

“The world’s population is ageing and people are
living longer but blindness from chronic conditions is
also rising, according to the World Health Organisation
(WHO),” Yap said.

In Malaysia, 2.73% of the population suffer from
visual impairment.

“One of our objectives is to raise public awareness
and educate people on blindness prevention. The ever
increasing rate of eye problems requires people to ob-
serve early eye care,” Yap said.

“This year we are very fortunate to be selected to
work together with L’Occitane Foundation who will
support us in our project to fight avoidable blindness.
Our main aim is to provide early intervention and
timely support, where we are committed to service
delivery in increasing public awareness through educa-
tion, early detection through eye screening, early inter-
vention and referral services,” she added.

Activities for this project are:-

* eye screening at five schools in rural areas and five
pre-schools in Penang;

» working with hospitals schools and other agencies
to identify those in need of eye care services.

* conducting talks on eye care to schools students
and the community.

Soon (second from left) and Yap (fourth from left)
with visually impaired persons testing the public
facilities which assist the blind to be mobile.

* conducting workshops/training for the community,
medical staff and others on eye related topics.

Blindness and Visual Impairment: Global Facts
according to WHO.

e 286 million people are visually impaired

¢ Of these, 39 million are blind, and 246 million
have moderate or severe visual impairment.

* YET 80% of blindness is avoidable

* 19 million children are visually impaired

* Globally, uncorrected refractive errors, cataracts,
glaucoma and age-related macular degeneration
are the top causes of visual impairment.

Bringing back glory of kebaya

THE grand final of the KBJ Ratu Kebaya |
2015, which was held on Sept 26 at Kom-
pleks Bukit Jambul, saw Amy Nurtinie
Abdul Aziz, 19, beating 15 other finalists
to capture the title.

She won the hearts of the judges with her
beauty, grace and self-confidence during the
show and question-and-answer session.

For her efforts, Amy Nurtinie took home
RM2,000, a two-day, one-night stay at Lone
Pine Hotel, trophy and other prizes.

Meanwhile, first runner-up Nur Aida
Aqilah Azmi, 21, received RM1,000, a
two-day, one-night stay at Eastin Hotel
Penang, trophy and other prizes

Second runner-up Nurhazwani Zaini, 24,
received RMS500, a two-day, one-night stay
at Vistana Hotel, trophy and other prizes.

Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin, Kompleks
Bukit Jambul chairman K. H. Chan, joint
management board members Manuel Nicholas and
Yaya Ma’Embong were on the stage to crown and
present prizes to the winners.

Meanwhile, kompleks manager Siti Rohani Ibrahim
said: “Like every success story, this contest started
with the humble aum of preserving the wearing of
baju kebaya among the younger generation.

(From left) Chan, Sim, Nur Aida Aqgilah, Amy Nurtinie,
Nurhazwani, KBJ Ratu Kebaya 2014 winner Tneh Joo Huey,
Yaya and Nicholas.

“Initially, everyone thought the contest would just
be another beauty competition, but because of its
significance in preserving the kebaya from the cul-
tural aspect, KBJ Ratu Kebaya created a noticeable
mark in the pageant industry and earned due respect
from industry players. It brings back the glory of the
kebaya,” she added.
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AROUND TOWN

CHILDREN’S DAY

IVORYCARES will be organising World Children’s
Day on Oct 31 from 8.15am at Penang Botanic Gar-
dens. Fee is RM10 per child. Closing date for regis-
tration is Oct 16. Call 04-2108000 (ext 812 & 813)
for details.

FREE COURSES

BRAHMA KUMARIS is conducting free courses in
positive thinking, stress-free living and inner leader-
ship, among others. For details, call 2288209/013-
4301229 (P Tikus) and 019-4152639 (Bayan Baru).

BREAST CANCER TALK

HOSPITAL Lam Wah Ee will hold a public talk on
breast cancer awareness on Oct 31 at 2.30pm in the
auditorium, College of Nursing. The talk will be
conducted in English by a consultant clinical on-
cologist, consultant general surgeon and chief dieti-
cian. Details, call 04-6528926.

FAMILY DAY

THE Methodist Boys’ School (ACS) Union will hold
a Family Day and Deepavali gathering on Nov 1 at
its Rooftop Garden,495J, Penang Road. The function
will start at 3pm with various games followed by
dinner. Details, call 04-26133335(from 1pm to 8pm)
or email mbsacsu@gmail.com

LAUNDRY SERVICE

NEED help with your laundry? Then come to Kedai
OKU Dobi Pulau Pinang, Opposite Pacific Bakery,
Unit 2B-104, Phase 2, Ground Floor No 8, Konkos
Satu, Komtar (Tel: 014-7555955). Their speciality
services include dry cleaning suits, sweaters and
gowns, air-washing tudung and dresses and disinfect-
ing your baby’s toys. The laundrette is managed by
single mothers and disabled.

FREE EMAIL COUNSELLING

HELP4u, an initiative of the Penang Education Coun-
cil, provides confidential, anonymous and free email
counselling for young people between 13-25 years
who need help on issues relating to their studies,
family, relationship and others. For details, log on to
their website, www.help4u.my, www.help4u.org.my

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

GET your website questions answered when you
attend Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions
every Tuesday at Complex USM. Book your session
at www.redboxstudio.com/tech-tuesday or call
Krista (016 451 9193).

ENGLISH CLASS

BRITISH Council is now organising a part-time
English course for adults who want greater flexibil-
ity in learning English. For details, call 04-2630330
or email penang@britishcouncil.org.my

YOGA CLASSES

HINDU Mahajana Sangam is organising yoga
classes every Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm at the
Hindu Mahajana Sangam, Gandhiji Ashram, at 674,
Jalan Kebun Bunga. Call Raju at 016-4351211 for
details.



Flood mitigation works in Teluk Kumbar

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng said an
upcoming RM3 million project to up-
grade the flood gate in Kampung Nelayan
in Teluk Kumbar will see an increase in
water pumping capacity from 18 to 40
cubic metres.

Penang has appealed for funds from
the federal government for flood mitiga-
tion works.

“I am willing to write to the Prime
Minister to ask for an allocation. If the
federal government gives us the alloca-
tion, we can even have a bigger pumping
capacity from the proposed 40 cubic
metres,” he said after visiting the Teluk
Kumbar flood gate on Sept 25 with exco
for Local Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation, Chow Kon
Yeow and Batu Maung assemblymember,
Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim.

On Sept 23, flash floods hit low-lying
areas on Penang island while torrential
fast-flowing mud and debris from the
hills hit Jalan Paya Terubong after a

Flood gate at Kampung Nelayan, Teluk Kumbar.

heavy downpour.

Kampung Nelayan in Teluk Kumbar
and its surrounding areas were flooded
in about one metre of water the rain.

Earlier, the Chief Minister, who also
visited Jalan Paya Terubong with Chow
and Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
engineering department personnel, said
stop-work orders have been issued
against two developers, while another
was issued a notice to execute mitigation
work.

These notices were issued to the de-
velopers on Sept 14 after the occurrence
of flash floods earlier.

Meanwhile, Chow said before all
three developers could complete their
flood mitigation works, like clearing the
drainage system and deepening the re-
tention ponds, another flash flood hit the
area.

“We will carry out a study to see if the
flash floods were due to high rain inten-
sity or other factors,” he added.

“MBPP and the developers will work
together to prevent a recurrence of flash
flood in the area,” Chow stressed.

Road, drain upgrades to solve flash flood woes

COME middle of 2016, the flash flood
problem along Jalan Thean Teik is
expected to be resolved.

Currently, the road widening and
drain upgrading project in the area is
in progress and this is expected to solve
flood problems along the some 200-me-
tre stretch from Treasure View apart-
ments to Sungai Dongdang.

“Flash floods usually occur when
there is a heavy downpour, as the exist-
ing drainage cannot cope with the ex-
cessive water, that is slow to flow into
Sungai Dongdang.

“Who says developments cause flash
floods? In this case in Air Itam, devel-

Wong (third from left), Chew (second from left) and Kong (fourth from left)

opment through road widening and
drainage upgrades will take care of the
flood problem,” Air Itam assembly-
member Wong Hon Wai told reporters
at Jalan Thean Teik on Oct 12.

Also present were project contractor
from Leon Teck Sdn Bhd, Kong Seak
Kiang.

Wong added that, usually, continu-
ous heavy rain for around 30 minutes
will cause flooding up to one foot along
Jalan Thean Teik.

He said in conjunction with the con-
struction of the nearby commercial
complex, the state government and the
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)

checking out the road and drain upgrading projects to solve flooding at Jalan

Thean Teik.

have directed the developer to widen
the affected road and improve the
drainage.

The road widening and drain up-
grade project is undertaken by devel-
oper Farlim Group (M) Sdn Bhd.

Its senior project executive, Chew
Kwong Wey, said the existing two lanes

along Jalan Thean Teik will be up-
graded to four lanes and the drain of
0.3m width be extended to 1.2m.

“We expected the road and drainage
upgrade works to be completed by the
middle of 2016, and the commercial
complex to finish by September,” he
added.
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Sungai Pinang’s latest draw

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

THE official opening of the 2.064-acre Bandar
Sri Pinang Hawker Centre and Market in Sungai
Pinang on Oct 9 was a bustling affair that gar-
nered much attention and excitement not only
in the area but more so on the island of Penang
itself.

The food court area, which houses a total of
45 hawker stalls, offers a wide variety of popu-
lar local and foreign cuisine such as Malay,
Nyonya, Japanese, Korean, Middle Eastern, |
desserts and local delights.

Patrons will be spoilt for choice to select from

an array of local favourites that include chicken The Bandar Sri Pinang Hawker Centre and Market has much
to offer visitors.

rice, pasembur, satay, burger, seafood, char koay
kak, pizza, sizzling dishes and lots more.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who officiated the open-
ing of the hawker centre, was full of praise for the pains-
taking effort made by the developer IJM Land Bhd in
realising another public-private partnership (PPP) project
that not only benefits the people but ensures its continued
efficiency in the long run.

“We are pleased that IJM has transformed this quiet,
sleepy town which used to be a fisherman’s village into
a vibrant and exciting area. With the addition of Bandar
Sri Pinang Hawker Centre and Market at a development
cost of RMS&.5 million and a 15-year lease period, the
Penang state government is proud to say that this is an-
other good example of public-private partnership (PPP)
where the local council owns this area, while the private
sector runs it,” Lim said.

o e a

Also present were state exco members Chow Kon
Yeow (Local Government, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation) and Danny Law Heng Kiang (Tourism
Development and Culture), Sungai Pinang assembly-
member Lim Siew Khim, mayor of Penang Island Datuk
Patahiyah Ismail and IJM Land Bhd senior general
manager for Northern Region Datuk Toh Chin Leong.

The market section offers a new concept of purchasing
fresh produce, livestock and daily commodities.

It is equipped with aquariums that display live fishes
and prawns, separate dry and wet areas and also sections
for toiletry and household items.

This new concept enables customers to check out all
their purchases at the cashier instead of paying individu-
ally to the traders, similar to shopping in a hypermarket.

Malaysians’ love for the nation in colour

™

MALAYSIANS across the nation earned an entry
in the Malaysia Book of Records for 2015 on Oct
8 when a total of 100,000 participants took part
in the colouring activitity themed “Thank you
Malaysia, I Love Malaysia”.

The yearly event which was held for the second
time witnessed all the participants across the na-
tion starting their colouring activity at 11am.

Once again, Penang leads as the state itself
contributed the highest number of participants for
this nationalistic event — 60,000!

Organisations and corporate bodies which
played arole in the success of this event included
the Penang Public Library Corporation, the Ma- 23
lacca Public Library Corporation, The Whyte-
house Education Group, Hospital Pantai Air
Keroh Malacca, National Association of Early
Childhood Care and Education Malaysia, PER-
MATA Negara, The Breast Cancer Research
Foundation, Federation of Chinese Association Malaysia
and the Malaysia Interaction Cultural Association, among
others.

Penang State Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan Darus was
represented by Seberang Perai Tengah district officer
Zulkifli Long at the event.

Also present were The Whytehouse Education Group
founder Jery Yeoh and the director of Penang Public
Library Sharimah Salleh.

4

Young participants taking part in the colouring event to
nurture their love for the nation.

“World Appreciation Day had its roots in Hawaii, USA
in 1965. This annual event serves as a reminder to eve-
ryone in the world to appreciate what they have in life
and to love one another,” said Sharimah.

“For us Malaysians, this ‘Thank You Malaysia, [ Love
Malaysia’ programme sends a message to remind our
fellow citizens to love and appreciate what we currently
enjoy. The gift of peace must be appreciated and be de-
fended at all costs by each and every citizen of this na-
tion,” she added.
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Hunting for heritage
values of Pulau Tikus

THE more than 200 participants who took
part in the Pulau Tikus Heritage Hunt 2015
on Oct 10 had loads of fun and the winners
took home lucky draw prizes.

Organised by the office of Pulau Tikus
assemblymember Yap Soo Huey and in col-
laboration with a number of businesses and
associations in the constituency, the hunt
provided its participants, who needed to
compete in teams rather than as individuals,
an opportunity to explore different facets of
Pulau Tikus on foot guided by a map.

The aim of the hunt was for the compet-
ing teams to complete as many stations as
possible while having fun exploring Pulau
Tikus.

Yap, who arrived at the Pulau Tikus Com-
munity Hall upon the completion of the
heritage hunt, was more than elated with the
success of the event and shared her aspira-
tions for the community she grew up in.

“As someone who grew up in Pulau Ti-
kus, I feel we have a lot to offer. If we do
not tell the people stories of these places,
the heritage value would be gone. I want
people to know about all these stories,” Yap
said.

Also present was Bukit Bendera MP
Zairil Khir Johari.

Located a short distance away from the
heart of George Town, Pulau Tikus (named
after a rocky outcropping off the coast — a
tiny island with sand dunes that look like a
trail of mice marching towards the main
island of Penang) is an upscale suburb of
stately residential houses with its own busy
commercial district set amongst pre-war
buildings and its distinctly diverse culture.

Within the Pulau Tikus commercial dis-
trict, one will find the well-known Swee
Kong Hokkien mee, Burmese laksa, Sin
Hwa char koay teow and Bangkok Lane Mee
Goreng within a stone’s throw of each
other. As a little cosmopolitan, Pulau Tikus
is a mélange of posh restaurants, chic cafes,
down-to-earth coffee shops and bustling
hawkers’ paradise.

(From right) Zairil and Yap with the winners
in the lucky draw who took home RM1,000.
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Dream come true for Penang

Story by Chan Lilian

SET amidst the picturesque her-
itage hamlet of Chantilly, France,
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
had hoped that the Penang state
government through George
Town will attain international
and intelligent status with the
participation of Aga Khan Trust
for Culture and Think City at the
signing of the Management Col-
laboration Agreement on Oct 16.

Lim and the Aga Khan wit-
nessed the signing of the agree-
ment between Chief Minister of
Penang (Incorporated) (CMI),
Think City Sdn Bhd (Think City)
and the Aga Khan Trust for Cul-
ture (AKTC).

In a press statement issued on
the same day, the momentous
event was explained as follows:
“The genesis of this Management
Collaboration Agreement is de-
rived from a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) signed
between AKTC and Think City
in November 2013, under which
AKTC provided technical as-
sistance for the protection, devel-
opment and enhancement of
Penang’s historic George Town
which was declared a World

MBPP Dragon make Penang proud

ONCE again,
the names of
Penang and Ma-
laysia were
etched interna-
tionally as win-
ners when the
Penang Island
City Council
dragon boat
team, known as
MBPP Dragon
clinched third

place at the 5th The dragon boat team members proudly showing their rophy to
Sukumar (third from left) and Mohamed Yusoff (third from right).

Korea Open Bu-
san Internation-

Heritage Site by Unesco in 2008.
This Management Collaboration
Agreement serves to expand the
scope of that existing partnership
and extend the collaboration
period for another three years.”

Lim further explained: “The
earlier 2013 collaboration be-
tween AKTC and Think City saw
the deliverance of a Strategic
Master Plan (SMP) and identifi-
cation of significant conservation
and development projects within
the old city of George Town. A
public exhibition of the proposed
projects was carried out in early
2014. They are now being incor-
porated into the George Town
Special Area Plan.

“Accompanying the SMP are
recommendations for the policies
and actions to be pursued with
regard to land use, conservation
and development, traffic, infra-
structure, and institutional man-
agement.”

As the Management Collabo-
ration Agreement marks the
second phase of the collabora-
tion, CMI,AKTC and Think City
are expected to contribute sig-
nificantly to the regeneration of
George Town, particularly
through the establishment of a
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project implementation vehicle
known as George Town Conser-
vation and Development Corpo-
ration (GTCDC), and the training
of young professionals in the
conservation and sustainable
development of the city’s herit-
age.

Preparatory technical work
has already started in two key
areas, Armenian Street Park and
Fort Cornwallis on the North
Seafront.

These activities are aimed at
providing state-of-the-art solu-
tions in the restoration and reha-
bilitation of historic structures
and public spaces, promoting
inward investment and spurring
social, economic and cultural
development for Penang.

“CMI is the majority share-
holder of GTCDC which will
feature a board of directors
elected from the three partners to
oversee a dedicated management
team that will manage, operate
and implement projects recom-
mended by the SMP,” Lim said.

Commenting on the AKTC,
Lim described it as a “renowned
internationally and recognised as
one of the foremost organisations
involved in matters of architec-

ture, conservation and ur-
ban planning. Noted for
their commitment in beau-
tifying and preserving cit-
ies, landscapes and build-
ings, a city that attracts the
interest of AKTC is
deemed to have made its
mark on the global heritage
and cultural map, a mar-
quee testimony of one’s
pedigree and excellence”.

AKTC’s Aga Khan His-
toric Cities Programme,
which will be the main
collaborating partner un-
der the Management Col-
laboration Agreement,
promotes planning, conservation
and urban revitalisation in his-
toric cities.

It also undertakes the restora-
tion and rehabilitation of historic
structures and public spaces in
ways that can spur social, eco-
nomic and cultural development.

Individual project briefs go
beyond mere technical restora-
tion to address the questions of
the social and environmental
context, adaptive re-use, institu-
tional sustainability and training.

Its projects include major
parks in Cairo and New Delhi

Lim (left) exchanging gifts with the
Aga Khan.

and urban revitalisation projects
on sites as diverse as Zanzibar in
Africa and Kabul in Afghanistan.

As part of the Aga Khan De-
velopment Network, AKTC un-
dertakes cultural projects within
a broad continuum of develop-
ment activities that usually en-
compasses economic, social and
cultural initiatives.

“The Penang state govern-
ment hopes that George Town
will attain international and intel-
ligent status with the participa-
tion of AKTC as well as Think
City. Indeed this is a dream come
true for Penang!” Lim said.

Last chance to join the run

WITH Nov 22 getting closer, the
Asics Penang Bridge International
Marathon (APBIM) 2015 has had
27,000 runners signing up for the
event.

Entries for the half marathon and
10KM Run categories closed on Oct
11 whereas the full marathon closed
earlier.

However, registration for the fun
run category is still ongoing.

Exco member Law Heng Kiang, at
a press conference recently, urged
those who are keen to participate in
the fun run to register quickly.

“For those who are interested to

join APBIM 2015 Fun Run category
you can still register online at our of-
ficial website,” he said.

Law also thanked Dave Cundy
from Association of International
Marathons and Distance Races
(AIMS) for coming from Australia to
help APBIM 2015 in measuring the
full marathon and half marathon
routes.

For more information, visit the of-
ficial PBIM website at http://www.
penangmarathon.gov.my/portal/ and
official Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/penangbridge-
marathon for further updates.

al Dragon Boat Festival 2015.

The team considered as the new kid on
the block, led by Harjit Singh, was ex-
tremely proud to be the only team from
Penang selected for the international race.

The other countries in the event were
Singapore, Australia, Macau, South Ko-
rea, United States of America, Philippines
, China, Hong Kong and Russia.

Sharing the pride of the team were
councillors Mohamed Yusoff Mohamed
Noor and S. Sukumar at a press confer-

ence in MBPP, Lorong Kulit, on Oct 15

“We are so proud of you! Congratula-
tions for making Penang and Malaysia
proud!” Sukumar told the team.

“We have 30 rowers and MBPP Drag-
on have taken part in a few international
races including Taipei International
Dragon Boat Championship 2014, Guang-
zhou International Dragon Boat Festival
2013, 1st Celebes International Dragon
Boat and Adelaide International Dragon
Boat Race,” Harjit said.

aasks.hg
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New housing measures

Story by Chan Lilian

SENSITIVE to the people’s needs, several new meas-
ures are being taken by the Penang state government
to ensure that the people can get access to purchase
affordable homes.

One of them is to raise the income ceiling so that
more people can get a loan to purchase a property.

The other is to create a new category of affordable
housing costing RM 150,000 so that those with house-
hold income of RM6,000 can purchase a home.

At the same time, those who already own properties
may be interested to learn about the new measures.

Speaking at a press conference in Komtar on Oct
12, Jagdeep Singh Deo, who is the exco member for
Town and Country Planning and Housing, said: “The
Penang state is making affordable housing more ac-
cessible. Bank Negara is urged to ease loan conditions
on affordable housing purchasers.”

Since the introduction of the new category of af-
fordable housing by the state government in January,
2014, 12 projects have been announced and these will
see the provision of some 22,512 units of such afford-
able housing. Further, the private sector has submitted
plans to build some 12,600 units of affordable housing
in Penang.

“Since the introduction of such affordable housing,
we have seen that the main obstacle to such affordable
home ownership by first-time buyers is the high loan
rejection rate by commercial banks. In fact I have
written to the Governor of Bank Negara, Tan Sri Zeti,
requesting that a meeting be held to address this issue.
However, she has yet to respond to my request,”
Jagdeep said.

The state government has decided that to stimulate
accessibility to such affordable housing several new
measures will be introduced, namely as follows:

Currently, the nett household income ceiling for

Ball in housing minister’s court

applicants for affordable housing of RM200,000;
RM300,000 and RM400,000 is RM6,000; RM8,000
and RM 10,000 respectively.

Having regard to the fact that the banking sector
may view this category of applicants as risky and as
such, the high loan rejection rate, it was decided to
increase the said household income ceiling to
RMS8,000; RM10,000 and RM 12,000 respectively.

One of the more important points to note is a new
category of housing costing RM150,000.

“We have taken into consideration those who previ-
ously earned RM6,000 who were eligible for such
affordable housing, and for this category, we have now
introduced a new category of affordable housing,
namely units priced at RM150,000. These units are
also sized at a minimum of 750 sq ft, but without
finishing (unlike the RM200,000 units),” Jagdeep said.

In effect, Penang now has affordable housing rang-
ing from RM42,000 (low cost) with a nett household
income cap of RM2,500; RM72,500 (low medium
cost) with a nett household income cap of RM3,500;
RM150,000 (affordable housing) with a nett household
income cap of RM6,000; RM200,000 (affordable
housing) with a nett household income cap of
RM&8,000; RM300,000 (affordable housing) with a
nett household income cap of RM10,000 and
RM400,000 with a nett household income cap of
RM12,000.

“It is hoped that more applicants will be able to
obtain bank loans with this revision of the nett house-
hold income cap and therefore more Penangites will
be able to access such affordable housing,” Jagdeep
said.

“Itis imperative that the affordable housing projects
take off without delay. Towards this end, for any such
project to be viable and ready to be executed there
must be a minimum of 60% take-up. However, the
market is generally seen as slow, not just for afford-

CLAIMS that the state govern-
ment is on a vendetta against
Putrajaya with regards to
housing have been refuted by
exco member for Housing and
Town & Country Planning
Jagdeep Singh Deo.

“We treat all projects equal-
ly. There is no tit-for-tat unlike
Urban Wellbeing, Housing and
Local Government Minister
Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan
who has been reported to
adopt this method of dealing
with matters,” he added.

“Recently, four projects
were approved by the state.
These four projects are by the
federal government agencies,
JKP Sdn Bhd and Perda. In
fact, I work very closely with
JKP and assisted them in set-

tling issues related to squat-
ters. One of such example is
the Mutiara RINI project in
Kampung Pisang Awak,” he
said

He also urged Abdul Rah-
man to check his facts and
prove that Penang withheld
approval of housing projects.

“Itis not true. Four projects
namely JKP Projects in Nibo-
ng Tebal with 750 units of
affordable homes, Bukit Pan-
chor, Penanti and Mukim 19
in SPT were approved,”
Jagdeep said.

“Now it is time for Abdul
Rahman to approve the adver-
tising permit and development
licence (APDL) that have re-
mained long outstanding in his
ministry. There are 47 APDL

still pending and these
are for affordable hous-
ing projects. Can you
imagine the economic
gain if these 47 APDLs
are approved? Develop-
ers need the licence to
sell their projects and
yet, Abdul Rahman is
withholding the approv-
al,” Jagdeep added.

When asked to com-
ment on the Budget
2016, Jagdeep said his
wish list for Penang will
be getting fair treatment
from the federal govern-
ment.

“I hope PRIMA will
come to Penang and

building affordable homes
here. Since 2012, not a single

unit has been built. It is very
unfair as Penang contributes
the second highest tax revenue

able housing but for all developments generally.

“As such, in order to stimulate the sale of such af-
fordable housing units, we have also decided to enlarge
the pool of eligible buyers to those who already own
property. Currently, this is permitted, however with a
restriction to those who only own a low or low me-
dium cost unit. It has now been decided that those who
own a property but one that does not exceed the price
of the affordable housing unit intended to be pur-
chased, may purchase such an affordable housing unit.
However, the original property owned has to be pur-
chased after 2008,” he added.

Also, in order to stimulate the development of such
affordable housing, it has also been decided that 30%
of the units in any particular 100% affordable housing
project may be sold on the open market, on condition
that the said units are to be sold at 10% above the
controlled price in all districts except the Northeast
district, where it is to be sold 20% above the controlled
price.

Further, the purchaser under this category also has
to be a registered voter in Penang and may only pur-
chase one such affordable housing unit, and the
moratorium on the said unit is five years from hand-
over of keys (unlike the current five years from sales
and purchase agreement).

The developers for this new open market category
will have to contribute to the Penang state government
the top-up in price, not in cash but in kind, namely in
actual affordable housing units in the said particular
project, which will enable the state government to have
its own affordable housing stock which can be allo-
cated to those who are on the list.

“It is hoped that those who intend to purchase such
affordable housing units will act fast and not delay, as
with these new measures in place, I am certain that
the said units will be taken up very quickly,” Jagdeep
said.

Batu Kawan housmg pro;ects attract those Iooklng for affordable
homes in a modern township.

to the country. Surely the peo-
ple deserve public housing,”
he added.



" i"
1)

Oct 16 - 31, 2015 H@USING

Bank Negara to meet Jagdeep

Story by Chan Lilian

FINALLY, the effort of exco member for
Housing and Town & Country Planning,
Jagdeep Singh Deo in engaging with Bank
Negara for a discussion is realised.

“I have just received confirmation that the
Assistant Governor of Bank Negara Abu Has-
san Alshari Yahaya that he will meet me. He
is coming to Komtar on Nov. 2.

“This is positive news,” Jagdeep said at a
press conference on Oct 16.

“One of the agenda is to discuss with Bank
Negara on the possibility of getting commer-
cial banks to help first time buyers. Currently,
the rejection rate for housing loans by first
time buyers is too high.

“I will be impressing upon Bank Negara to
assist to ensure that the people can get a loan
to buy homes. Even the Barisan Nasional
politicians have supported this move and feel
that the commercial banks’ high loan rejection
rates are in the way of getting people to own
homes. These groups of people should be
given preferential treatment,” Jagdeep said.

“Although I originally wrote to the Gover-
nor of Bank Negara Tan Sri Zeti Akhtar Aziz
to arrange a meeting with Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng, I am happy that at least I can meet
the assistant governor first,” Jagdeep added.

Classy, eco-friendly villas

Y CANTONMENTS is the new housing develop-
ment which comprises 20 exclusive units of town
villas located at Cantonment Road.

Each town villa contains five bedrooms, private
garden, private glass lifts and individual plunge
pool.

These classy villas are designed by Malaysian
architect Datuk Dr Ken Yeang.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who was at the
launch of the show unit on Oct 10 said: “Penang
is well on its way to be one of the most liveable
cities in Malaysia but we want to be one of the
most liveable cities in Asia. We are the first green
state in Malaysia with the first no free plastic bags,
ban on polystyrene boxes and we have the high-
est recycling rate in Malaysia at 32%.”

These exclusive villas are Green Building In-
dex (GBI) grade rated as they are bioclimatic or
climate responsive, use low energy, have natural
daylight and passive solar shading, rainwater
harvesting and water saving features.

Currently there are only 12 units left for sale.

Pulau Tikus assemblymember Yap Soo Huey, who

A

Yeang (right) smiling and waving to the camera during
the launch.

was also present, said continuous efforts by her office
and the state government are being made to strengthen
the workability in the area so that people will continue
to enjoy their stay in Penang.

Installation night for PDCMC

PROPERTY Development, Construction and
Management Committee (PDCMC) is a
newly established working group of the Pen-
ang Chinese Chamber of Commerce (PCCC)
which was formed in September 2014 to
represent Penang-based property industry
players.

One year after it was set up, PDCMC has
managed to secure 150 new members.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng was at the
PDCMC installation night on Oct 2.

PDCMC has successfully generated mem-
bers from smaller SMEs such as budget ho-
tels, offices, commercial and kindergarten
players to big players in the industry such as
developers.

Others members also consist of profession-
als like lawyers, bankers, accountants. real
estate agents, licensed valuers, and insurers.

To ensure that the members are well rep-
resented, eight sub-committees were formed,
namely Development, Construction, Building
Material, Property Management, Property
Services, SME, Heritage and Tourism as well
as Local Government.

Although under the umbrella of the Chi-
nese Chamber, the working group of PDCMC
looks into the interest of all, hence, its mem-
bership is open to all, including foreigners,
as long as they are based in Penang.

TAWARAN PENGECUALIAN FAEDAH BAGI
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Mulai 1 Oktober 2015 hingga
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Y. Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang menawarkan pengecualian faedah bagi
peminjam-peminjam yang bersetuju menyelesaikan keseluruhan baki
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Warning for errant motorists

Story by Amanda Khong
Pix by Alissala Thian

PREVIOUSLY in August, the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) had announced an increase in park-
ing fines.

Those who park outside of the designated parking
space or fail to display their parking ticket will re-
ceive a RM50 fine while those who park in handi-
capped slots, pedestrian walkways and bicycle lots
will face a hefty RM100 fine.

Recently in a press conference on Sept 22, MBPP
secretary Ang Aing Thye said: “The Penang Island
City Council is taking these parking offences very
seriously so cars will be towed away by MBPP if
found to be flouting any of the parking regulations.
I urge the public to take this matter seriously as strict
action will be taken against offenders.”

The new parking system by MBPP went into effect
in January last year but still there are people who
refuse to display parking tickets when they park their
cars.

Notification of offence (PTK) and compounds
were issued to repeat offenders to warn them but to
no avail.

As of Sept 18, there are 6,953 cars that have more
than 10 parking fines each.

According to the Road Transport Order (TLK)
MPPP 2014, vehicles that do not display coupons
can be towed away.

Ang: Taking parking offences seriously.

Hence, the council has decided to enforce this
ruling.

However, the council will consider an instalment
scheme for motorists who have an accumulated PTK/
compound of over RM1,000.

Since Aug 14, 60 cars have been towed away
because of illegal parking and 26 owners have settled
their PTK/compound amount.

The highest amount paid so far is a RM6,060 fine
which was accumulated from a total of 202 PTK/
compounds.

The highest record of PTK/compounds collected
is 370 in Penang.

MBPP to get JPJ to
blacklist traffic offenders

IF you have not settled your parking com-
pounds, you better start doing so as as the
Penang Island City Council (MBPP) is working
with the Road Transport Department (JPJ) to
blacklist those who have unpaid parking sum-
monses.

“Since the island has now been granted city
status, we have taken the initiative to discuss
with JPJ to blacklist the traffic offenders. There
are 7,530 traffic offenders who have more than
10 outstanding unpaid summonses,” MBPP
secretary Ang Aing Thye said in a press confer-
ence on Oct 19.

There have been claims that motorists are
complacent about displaying parking coupons
as MBPP is not serious on enforcement.

“This is a baseless accusation. We have 60
enforcement officers and parking compounds
have been issued. In 2014, there were 435,520
compounds. This year, up to September, a total
of 407,784 compounds were issued,” Ang said.

“MBPP took action against 3,500 offenders
in 2014 and so far in 2015, a total of 3,568 of-
fenders have been hauled to court,” he added.

Exco member for Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow and Penang island mayor Datuk Patahi-
yah Ismail were also at the press conference.
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SPICE Arena upgrade 80% completed

Story by Danny Ooi

THE renovation of SPICE
Arena in Bayan Baru is now
about 80% completed and ex-
pected to be ready by end of
2016.

The whole renovation pack-
age, expected to cost around
RM350 million, covers the
upgrading of the canopy area,
arena, aquatic club, children’s
theme park, international con-
vention and exhibition centre,
and the solar photovoltaic
system at the aquatic club roof,
among others.

Exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow said this at a press con-
ference during a site visit on
Oct 16.

He was accompanied by SP
Setia Bhd Group general man-
ager Ng Han Seong, its senior
manager (technical) Tang Song
Teik and MBPP building direc-
tor Yew Tong Siang.

Meanwhile, Ng said the re-
furbishment and rectification
works completed included roof
replacement, facelift work,
facade lighting, air-condition-
ing upgrade, chiller installa-
tion, security surveillance
system, renovation and exter-
nal painting works; with a
contract cost of RM22 million.

In addition, he added the
25-storey, 453-room business
class SPICE Hotel, which
will commence construction
work by the first quarter of
2016, is estimated to cost
RM300 million.

Singing for a good cause
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eye view of the SPICE Arena with refurbishment and rectification works in progress. (Pix

RENOWNED bridal fashion designer
Daniel Tang will indulge in his favourite
past time - singing - but this time it is for a
greater cause.

Daniel will be belting it out to raise funds
to assist patients with renal failure.

At a press conference on Sept 11, state
exco member for Welfare, Caring Society
and Environment Phee Boon Poh an-
nounced that all proceeds from Tang’s
Music Show will go to the CAT Dialysis
Centre in Balik Pulau.

“The cheques will be issued to the Pen-
ang state government and the money raised
will benefit the Penang Dialysis Centre in
Balik Pulau which currently has 10 dialysis
machines. The centre, a project under the
Penang Community Chest, charges only
RM30 per patient and those who can’t af-
ford to pay are
even fully subsi-
dised,” Phee said.

Together with
Phee during the
press conference
was Paya Ter-
ubong assembly-
member Yeoh
Soon Hin.

Tang’s dinner
concert is sched- |
uled to take place
on Nov 10 at HGH
Convention Centre @SS S B
in Kuala Lumpur Phee (second
between 7pm to

rorh right) thanking Tang (second fom ieft) for his
efforts while Kok and Yeoh look on.

10.30pm and will feature some of the most
popular Mandarin and Cantonese hits from
the 1980s.

“We thank the Penang state government
for the support given to us for this charity
concert event. After deductions of all in-
curred expenses, the balance will be do-
nated to the beneficiary, the CAT Dialysis
Centre,” said Alan Kok, the spokesperson
for the event.

Veteran Hong Kong actress Michelle
Yim, better known by her stage name Mai
Suet, her sister Shirley Xue Li and Malay-
sian singer Lester Fong will be making
guest appearances at the event.

Tables for Tang’s dinner concert are
priced at RM1,500,RM3,000 and RM5,000.

Call 03-40456166 for details and to
purchase tickets.
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Hundreds mark Purattasi festival

EXCO for
Town &
Country Plan-
ning and
Housing
Jagdeep Singh
Deo joined
Seri Delima
assembly-
member, RSN
Rayer and
hundreds of
devotees at the
Purattasi Fes-
tival organised
by Seri Ramar
Temple in So-
lok York, near
George Town
on Oct 10.

Joining the crowd was Seri Ra-
mar Temple chairman Kalyan Ku-
mar.

In his speech, Jagdeep repeated
his call for non-Islamic places of
worship to apply for the funds under
this category (RIBI), which for the
time being is placed under the man-
agement of the two local councils,
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and the Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP).

“Non-Muslim places of worship
in the state are entitled to the RIBI
to improve their infrastructure, with
the maximum allocation being
RM20,000,” Jagdeep said, adding

-
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Jagdeep (centre),-Rai/ef (right) and
from left) coming together for a group photograph
during the festival.

/
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Kalyan (second
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that the fund has about RMS million.

“Iurge the various places of wor-
ship, like Seri Ramar Temple, to
make their applications as soon as
possible so they can utilise this facil-
ity given by the state government,”
he added, saying that currently, there
were only four applications for the
fund.

Purattasi, one of the auspicious
Hindu months, usually begins in the
English month of September.

It is the sixth month in the Tamil
calendar and is dedicated to God
Perumal (Lord Venkateswara).

Devotees gather in large numbers
at Lord Vishnu temples and special
prayers are offered.
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Perkhidmatan SMS Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

Senarai Perkhidmatan Yang Ditawarkan

Semakan Status Rumah Kos Rendah
Semakan Status Pinjaman Penuntut
Semakan Status Baki Pinjaman Penuntut

Z) =
\\/ =
mudah ringhas ‘w:r“-.

il
T

Semakan Status Pomba‘yaran Kontraktor
Semakan Status Pendaftaran Warga Emas

sila klik untuk maklumat lanjut ..

Semakan Status Cukai Tanah
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SISTEM PERMOHONAN BANTUAN

KE INSTITUT|PENGAJIAN TINGGIAWAM
http.!llbp_gpﬁ.gov.my )

Sistem Penghargaan Warga Emas
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PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

E N F@ Oct 16 - 31, 2015

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH PENAGA PENAGA
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 = -
limguaneng@penang.gov.m
PANTAI JEREJAK BERTA BERTA,

- YB Shorlful Azhar Othman T) 012-411 4690 Asrol Sonl Abdul Razak 013-580 6981
M s (T) 04 - 646 4700 (MO0 2388850 || AsrolSeni Abdul Razak 012-466 9681
PERAI PINANG TUNGGAL PINANG TUNGGAL

Muhasdey Muhamad

YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

PADANG KOTA

(T) 04 - 399 6689 YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 04 - 398 3555

F) 04 - 397 3555 hadiputra78@yahoo.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN

PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Omar Abd. Hamid T) 04-573 4630 = =
YB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 -
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m [F; 04-226 0218 H Ve el

SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
BATU MAUNG -
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim 04626 198 VB TTEE Ui i Eine, NEE (1) 04- 575 7454 - -
abdmalik@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 5496

TELOK AIR TAWAR .
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid }T% 04 -351 2873
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389

TELOK AIR TAWAR
Norhayati Jaafar 11
atie7 119@yahoo.com.my - 89

SUNGAI ACHEH

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng T) 04 - 331 7175
limhockseng@penang.gov.m F) 04-3317175

SUNGAI ACHEH

BATU LANCHANG YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin 012-594 1515
YB Law Heng Kiang [T; 04 -282 6419 datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my | (F) 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com 017-402 6973
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 282 6419 RIS
BAYAN LEPAS

SUNGAI PUYU YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | - -
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04-2620860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my: 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 53%‘3%%%%%0@ saad 1) 04 - 866 4202 PULAU BETONG

- Hj. Mohd Tuah Ismail 019-570 9500
PADANG LALANG H 04 - 866 4202 fdohlsmcn/d yahoo.com 016-407 2135
YE Chong Eng (T) 04 - 530 3028 TELUK BAHANG
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SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2015
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
Pakianathan 1. Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
) 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602 Nor No.1. Jalan Relau
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Mohd. Jilani Nota:
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Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
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Thai royal visits Penang

Story by Amanda
Khong
Pix by Alissala
Thian

A ROYAL entourage
from Thailand made
a one-day visit to
Penang on Oct 1 and
on hand to receive
them at the Penang
International Air-
port were Chief

Minister Lim Guan Some members of the Thai entourage at the hi-tea reception.

Eng, his wife Betty

Chew Gek Cheng, State Secretary
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus and other
state dignitaries.

Led by Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn, the entourage visited sev-
eral historical sites in Penang includ-
ing the State Museum, Fort Cornwal-
lis and Convent Light Street.

Lim later hosted a hi-tea which was
attended by several state exco mem-
bers, assemblymembers, Penang is-
land mayor Datuk Patahiyah Ismail

and other state officials.

Princess Sirindhorn was born on
April 2, 1955, and is the third child
of King Bhumibol and Queen Sirikit.

She currently teaches at the history
department of the Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy, where she
is the nominal head of the department.

In addition to Thai, she also speaks
fluent English, French, and Chinese
and is currently studying German and
Latin.

Adoption programme of senior citizens

SOME 80
senior citi-
zens from
Little Sis-
ters of the
Poor in
Lorong
Batu Lan-
cang were
feted to a
luncheon at
a function
held on Oct
17.

T h e
event, held
in conjunc-
tion with
the launch-
ing of the
adoption

programme Jagdeep (centre) passing over ice cream cones to some senior citizens at

of the resi- the luncheon.

dents, was
organised by the Eurasian Association of
Penang.

Present were exco for Town & Country
Planning and Housing Jagdeep Singh Deo
and chairman of the Eurasian Association of
Penang, Aloysius Gasper.

Joining them were MP for Bukit Gelugor,
Ramkarpal Singh, Seri Delima assembly-
member RSN Rayer and Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) councilor, Chris Lee.

Jagdeep said the adoption programme for
the senior citizens is a good move to encour-
age bonding between the public and old folks.

“I hope this programme, where residents
who were ‘adopted’ can be continuously in
contact and their welfare looked after by
their ‘adoptive parents’, can be extended to
other homes by charity organisations in the
state,” said Jagdeep, who is also Datuk
Keramat assemblymember.

w

Lim (right) receiving Princess Sirindhorn at the airport.

buletin
yitisiara

Out to improve tourism numbers

TOP executives of
Malindo Air, led by
its general manager
(Commercial) Hariss
Abdullah (pix), paid
a courtesy call to
Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng on Oct 9
as part of the com-
pany’s goodwill
measure towards the
state government.

Hariss, who came
with Karen Low,
general manager for
Commercial Support & Cus-
tomer Service, was also ac-
companied by the company’s
Penang branch manager Arasu
Soundarajan.

During the one-hour meet-
ing, concerns were raised over
the state of the tourism indus-
try in Malaysia and more so in
Penang.

Despite the uncertainties
clouding the nation at the mo-
ment, Penang still recorded
the second highest numbers of
tourist arrivals in Malaysia
after Kuala Lumpur.

Discussions were also held
and opinions exchanged on
ways and means for the state

government to provide addi-
tional pull factors to draw re-
gional tourists into the country
as well as Penang itself.

Lim, on his part, assured his
visitors that the state govern-
ment will never rest on its
laurels to ensure Penang’s
tourism industry continues to
flourish and break new re-
cords.

Towards the end of the
visit, the Malindo Air execu-
tives presented Lim with their
corporate souvenir, thus indi-
cating the close ties shared
between the state government
and aviation industry for the
betterment of the economy.



EVENT CALENDAR

PENANG GOES ORANGE 2015

14 NOVEMBER 2015
PENANG GOES ORANGE 2015

OFFICIAL LAUNCH
TIME: 4.30 PM - 7.30 PM
VENUE: PENANG ON 6 @ GURNEY PARAGON
25 NOVEMBER 2015
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT
FORUM

TIME: 2.30 PM - 5.00 PM
VENUE: AUDITORIUM A, LEVEL 5, KOMTAR

27 NOVEMBER 2015
VOICES: WOMAN IS |

@ GTLF 2015

TIME: 3.00 PM - 4.00 PM
VENUE: BLACK KETTLE, BEACH STREET

6 DECEMBER 2015
MPSP CAR FREE MORNING
GOES ORANGE

TIME: 8.30 AM - 11.30 AM
VENUE: JLN TODAK 2 & 3, SEBERANG JAYA

7- 11 DECEMBER 2015
PENANG GOES ORANGE

EXHIBITION

TIME: 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM
VENUE: CONCOURSE @ LEVEL 3, KOMTAR

10 DECEMBER 2015
PENANG GOES ORANGE 2015
OFFICIAL CLOSING

TIME: 9.00 AM -11.30 AM
VENUE: CONCOURSE @ LEVEL 3, KOMTAR

Oct 16 - 31, 2015

VIOLENCE AGAINST

WOMEN (VAW)

SESI A (8.45 Pagi) - Tayangan Filem Dokumentari & Sesi Diskusi

| SESI B (10.00 Pagi) — Dialog "Hak Wanita Dalam Islam :
Realiti atau Fantasi7

SESI C (3 00 Ptg) — Meja Bulat Pembelaan Hak Wamta Dalam Isiam

PENANG GOES ORANGE

In conjunction with the global 16 Days Activism for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women (VAW)

= For more information, contact PWDC at 04-261 2835 or
Penang Women’s Development Corporatlon )
follow us on Facebook @ PWDCMalaysia.

Dato’ Haji-Ismail Yahya
_ (Mantan Mufti Terangganu)

i
1]Er\of-‘I'\dad).ra Dr Noraida Endut

L& {Usw - KANITA

Puan Ratna Osman
(Sisters In Islam)

\. .,

Ahmad Fuad Rahmat
(Universiti Nottingham Malaysia)

Norhayati Kaprawi
engarah Dokumentari)

Puan Normashita
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" BUKAN ISLAM
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K COC R COURCIES
Unsung heroines of MBPP

Story by Amanda Khong
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE video of three Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) officers acting profes-
sionally and calmly handling the situa-
tion when insulted in public for doing
their job had gained much attention.

The three officers were recently
praised by Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
in a press conference on Oct 9 in Komtar.

“I would like to praise the three brave
MBPP officers for their professionalism
and calm attitude while handling the
situation at that moment. I am very
proud to have such fine officers working
with MBPP,” Lim said.

The three officers, Zarina Othman,
Siti Asa Abu Bakar and Sabrina Mohd
Sabri, were at the press conference to
have the honour of receiving the praise
in person.

They also received a cash incentive of

RM200 each from the state government
for their bravery and professionalism.

(From the left) Zarina, Sabrina and Siti Asa at the press conferendé.

MBPP moves in on unlicensed hotel

MBPP has broken down fhe partitioning wall f the unlicensed hote

| which was

built to convert the premises into hotel rooms.

ENFORCEMENT against unlicensed
hotels has begun and the Penang Island
City Council means business.

In the past few years, the council
had offered to help unlicensed hotel
operators to get the proper approval
for their premises with dialogues,
workshops and various consultation
sessions being conducted by the coun-
cil.

On Oct 9, MBPP moved in on one of
the unlicensed hotels in Penang Street.
Trucks arrived with 15 MBPP enforce-
ment officers from various departments
and the one hour operation took place
peacefully.

Also seen at the scene were TNB
officers who are responsible for cutting
off the electricity supply.

The owner of the unlicensed hotel
can claim back his belongings from
MBPP after getting the proper ap-

proval.

“We have begun our enforcement
exercise and more unlicensed hotels
will face the same enforcement. We
have given ample time to the hotel own-
ers and the process of obtaining a li-
cence is not difficult if the building has
fulfilled all the safety procedures,” a
spokesman said.

Warnings were issued earlier when
exco member for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow warned in a press
conference that the clampdown would
begin on Oct 5.

MBPP has identified 22 new unli-
censed hotels on the island.

“For a start, we will haul up new il-
legal hotel operators,” Chow said, add-
ing that the next step would be against
the old unlicensed hotels numbering
about 29.

o -

The incident started when two men,
unhappy that their car had been clamped,
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started a ruckus with the officers.

When asked to pay RM50 to remove
the clamp, one of the men started shout-
ing: “Wa bukan tak ada duit. Wa ada
banyak duit. Lu buka dulu (It’s not that
I don’t have money. I have lots of
money but you remove the clamp first).”

The second man then took out a
RMS50 note and threw it on the ground
in front of the officer.

Zarina, who was the officer seen in
the video, maintained her cool and
calmly picked up the money.

Others present at the press conference
were exco member for Public Works,
Utilities and Transport Lim Hock Seng,
exco member for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow, political secretary
to the Chief Minister and Air Itam as-
semblymember Wong Hon Wai, Penang
island mayor Datuk Patahiyah Ismail
and MBPP secretary Ang Aing Thye.

Two charged with abusing
enforcement officers

THE two men who verbally abused
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
officers on Oct 7 were hauled to court
on Oct 12 where they were charged
with obstructing a public officer from
performing his/her duty.

They were released on bail and will
appear again in court on Nov 26.

A video clip of the incident, which
has gone viral, shows the two accused
arguing and verbally insulting and us-
ing money to degrade the MPPP en-
forcement officers.

The three female MBPP officers had
earlier clamped the wheel of a car
which was parked on a pedestrian
pavement and also out of the parking
space.

Upon returning to his car, the
owner and his friend were not happy
and started to argue with the three of-
ficers.

The two men tried to forcibly re-
move the clamp by themselves while
relentlessly arguing with the officers.

The MBPP officers in charge calm-
ly explained to them that a payment of
RM50 was required to remove the
clamp but the two men continued to
be unreasonable.

As the officers refused to budge,
one of the men threw a RM50 note on
the ground instead of giving it to the
officer.

The female officer on duty, Zarina
Othman, then calmly bent down and

picked up the money and proceeded to
remove the clamp.

The men threatened the officers
after the clamp was taken off, saying:
“You anjing, jagajaga kalau kami
jumpa!” ( “You dog, watch out if we
see you™.)

A press conference was held regard-
ing this issue on Oct 8 in the MBPP
building where councillor Mohamed
Yusoff Mohamed Noor said a report
had been lodged at the Jalan Patani
police station on the incident.

“The three officers were threatened
and we made the report for their own
safety,” he said.

He hoped that police will investi-
gate and charge the two men with
obstructing a public officer from per-
forming her duty and publicly insult-
ing the officers.

“I. am very proud of our officers for
handling the situation in such a calm
and professional manner. I also am
very disappointed with the two men
for acting in such an irrational and
uncivilised manner against the officers
who were just doing their job,” MBPP
councillor Ong Ah Teong said.

MBPP has asked for the public’s
cooperation to respect and abide by the
regulations set by it to prevent such
incidents from recurring.

Any complaint can be lodged at the
MBPP office and if found reasonable,
further action will be taken.
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Welcoming 2016 with city walk

THE Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) is all geared up for
the annual city walk event that
will be held on Jan 1.

“This programme, which is
in line with the state govern-
ment’s Penang Cleaner, Green-
er, Safer and Healthier cam-
paign, is the joint effort of the
MBPP working hand-in-hand
with the Penang Adventurers’
Club (PAC),” said MBPP direc-
tor of Management Services
Mohamed Akbar Mustapha at
a press conference on Oct 7 to
announce the event.

“The City Walk has been a

yearly event since 2013 and has
already been marked in our
calendar as a must-have pro-
gramme. This 2016 City Walk
is even more significant because
it acknowledges our raised sta-
tus as a city from a mere mu-
nicipal council since Jan 1 this
year,” he added.

The 5km route begins at the
Esplanade field and participants
will pass by iconic heritage sites
such as Fort Cornwallis, the
Town Hall, Khoo Kongsi, Mas-
jid Melayu, Lebuh Acheh, Sri
Mahamariaman Temple, the
Penang Peranakan Mansion and

Fresh look for
New World Park

documents

NEW World Park. or Sin Se
Kai, in Burma Road will be
getting a new look soon.

Owned by PPB Group
Berhad (PPB), the company
aims to redevelop the area
to further expand it by an
extra five acres with mixed
development.

The future redevelop-
ment of the building will
cause 28 tenants in the food
court to temporarily move
their business to the nearby
parking lot between Swa-
tow Lane and Bawasah
Road.

“All the 28 tenants that
will be affected will be
moved to the nearby park-
ing lot which will undergo
change to become a tempo-

Chow (left) and Chew taking a look at the proposed location

rary hawker centre. For now
we have asked PPB to send
the development plans to
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) for approval,”
Exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Man-
agement and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow said
at a press conference in
New World Park on Oct 6.

When asked about the
rumoured development of a
30-storey hotel, PBB chief
executive officer Chew
Hwei Yeow told the press
that everything was still in
the discussion stage.

The mixed development
project intended for New
World Park is still awaiting
confirmation from MBPP.

in organising the event.

many others.

In previous years, the City
Walk had attracted between
5,000 and 10,000 participants
and for 2016, MBPP aims to
attract as many as 15,000 peo-
ple.

Also present were MBPP
director for Social Services de-
partment Rashidah Jalaludin,
PAC president Wong Pang Kong
and representatives from the

- | \ '

Akbar (Ie) unveiling the promotional

registration centres.

Entry fee for the walk is
RM10 for those aged 13 and
above while those aged between
five and 12 will be charged
RMS.

All participants will be given
a T-shirt and those who com-
plete the walk within two hours
will be eligible for a lucky draw.

People with special needs and
whose birthday falls on Jan 1

banner for the City Walk 1.1.16 with others who are involved

will be exempted from paying
the entry fee.

Those interested to sign up
for this event can contact Shariff
(016-4555939) and Melvin
(016-5590073) between 9am
and S5pm as well as Wong PK
(012-5435612) from 12pm to
9pm or email wong_pang-
kong@yahoo.com.

Closing date for registration
is Nov 15.

Download
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Ly +604-250 3322

www.pgc.com.my £ info@pgc.com.my g
T

+604-250 3323

used items!
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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Amanda Khong

KOREAN restaurants are mush-
rooming in Penang as they seem
to be getting popular for several
reasons.

The spiciness of Korean food
suits the local palate.

The simplicity of the cooking
and dishes prepared from lots of
vegetables are healthy choices
for health conscious people.

While many associate it with
the more upmarket restaurants
and hence more expensive
price tags, engineer Ken Yeoh,
33, is about to change that per-
ception.

Ken has brought Korean food
prepared with a high standard
and quality ingredients used by
Korean restaurants to local
hawker complexes under the
brand name Bee Won Korean
Food, with one at the recently
opened BSP Waterfront Food
Court at Persiaran Karpal Singh.

In Korean, Bee Won means
“secret garden”.

“My business partner, who is
Korean, has opened outlets at 1st
Avenue and Gurney Paragon
while I chose to go to hawker
centres. I source the ingredients
from Korea and I personally
make sure that my staff prepare
them specifically to the timing
and amount given,” Ken told the
Buletin Mutiara team when we
went to his outlet.

The first dish introduced by
Ken is the dukbokki.

It is soft, chewy rice cakes
resembling chee cheong fun but
with spicy Korean sauce.

You can tell them how spicy
you want it to be. Whether it is
tongue numbing spicy or mild,
it is an interesting snack food
with fish cakes, sesame seeds
and seaweed.

What’s Korean food without
kimchi, right?

At Bee Won you can have
kimchi pancakes, kimchi ramen
and kimchi on its own.

Talking about pancakes, there
are several varieties available.

Try the seafood one which is
delicious.

Or if you are a rice person,
you will love the bibimbap or
hot stone rice. The soft tofu
stew is also a hot selling item
and if you want some comfort
food, the ginseng chicken soup
is the perfect choice.

Some of the sets go for only
RM10 each

Ken intends to keep Korean

Ken (left) greeting Lim, Sungai Pinang assemblymember Lim Siew Khim and exco member for Local Government, Traffice Management
and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow who were visiting all the stalls at BSP.

Affordable
Korean food

food affordable and yet, tasty
and authentic. He received
some VIP guests during the
opening of the BSP Waterfront
outlet when Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng, who was at the open-
ing of the complex, dropped by
with several exco members,
assemblymembers and council-
lors.

Indeed, young professionals
like Ken have successfully
brought an international touch
to local hawker outlets.

At BSP Waterfront, you can
find Korean, Thai, Vietnamese,
Western and Japanese food be-
sides our famous Penang fare.

Bee Won Kore-
an Food is open for lunch, din-
ner and supper at BSP Water-
front Food Court.

Bee Won also has outlets at
Gurney Paragon and 1st Avenue
Mall food courts which are open
for lunch and dinner.

www.facebook.com/Bee-
wonkoreanfoodPG.BSP

Korean food generally comes with many side dishes. Try

wrapping them with some barbecued meat in a lettuce leaf for

extra flavour.

Dukbokki is a popular street snack in Korea and the spicy
flavoured rice cakes are a popular choice with Malaysians too.

Seafood pancake filled with squids, chives, fish and eggs is a
nice meal on its own.
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Encouraging business mindset among young

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

THE Program Tunas Niaga (PROTUNe) is like
an awareness programme for the community,
especially the younger generation, in moulding
entrepreneurship as a career.

“It must be a joint effort from the schools,
parents, the education ministry and also state and
government agencies in encouraging entrepre-
neurship among the younger generation,” Penang
Development Corporation’s (PDC) deputy gen-
eral manager (entrepreneur division) Amran
Hashim said in his speech at the 18th PROTUNe
Convention at Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)

the state have been involved in the programme
since January,” he added.

Also present were state education department
building and human resource head, [zmi Ismail,
and USM entrepreneurship programme chairman,
Mohd Shafie Ariffin.

The convention saw SMK Bukit Mertajam
bagging the best company award prize with St
George’s Girls School in second place and SMK
Bakti from Tasik Gelugor in third.

The champion team won RM1,000.

Awards were also presented to 12 other cat-
egories, among others the Best Yearly Award,
Best Financial Award, Best Product Award, Best
Services Award, Best Chairman Award, Best

on Oct 13.

“This state-level programme organised by

PDC is a tool to encourage and nurture secondary
school children to become entrepreneurs.

Armenian Street Park
COME February " gl

2016, the Armenian
Street Park is ex-
pected to be a new
green space after
being given an up-
grade in terms of &8
landscape, new and
convenient walk-
ways and installa-
tion of lighting
which will give the
park an “ecstatic”
atmosphere.

However, the ex-
isting basketball
court will be re-
tained, re-orientated
and become a multipurpose event space,
while The Youth Centre will be refur-
bished in the near future.

“Under the Cleaner, Greener, Safer
and Healthier Penang initiative, the
Penang government has worked hard in
its efforts to carry out programmes
which focus on improving the quality
of life for Penangites,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said at the launch of
Armenian Street Park Improvement
Project on Oct 8.

Among those present were Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) secretary
Ang Aing Thye, exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow, Komtar
assemblymember Teh Lai Heng, Think
City Sdn Bhd secretary, Prof. Datuk Dr
Anwar Razal, its executive director
Hamdan Abdul Majeed and George
Town Heritage Incorporated chief ex-
ecutive Lim Chooi Ping.

Guan Eng added that as part of its
ongoing partnership to revitalise George
Town, MBPP, George Town World

The new look Armenian Park.

reality by February

g :

Heritage Incorporated, Think City and
Aga Khan Trust for Culture are working
together to upgrade Armenian Street
and the Acheh Street neighbourhood.

“Think City funded RM1.2 million
towards the Armenian Street improve-
ment project,” he added.

The Armenian Street Park is one of
the few green spaces in the George
Town World Heritage site.

In its current state, Armenian Street
Park is not meeting the community’s
recreational or social needs, with only
one in five households within a five
minutes’ walk using it on a regular ba-
sis.

There is overwhelming support from
all groups for a park upgrade with be-
tween 50-60% of residents saying they
would use it more often.

Penang based landscape architecture
firm Permata Green has been appointed
to develop detailed plans and oversee
construction work.

The project is expected to start this
month and completed by next Febru-
ary.

Winners of the Best Company Award posing for a group
photograph.

“In line with this, some 70 teachers and more than
900 school children from 34 secondary schools in

Prinicipal Award and Best Potential Company

Award.

The PROTUNe programme has been con-
ducted by PDC since 1998.

2015 Indonesian fest at USM

INDONESIAN culture
came alive at Dewan
Tuanku Syed Putra of
Universiti Sains Malay-
sia (USM) when the
Festival Indonesia Pen-
ang 2015 was held on
Oct 16.

Jointly organised by
the Consulate-General
of the Republic of Indo-
nesia and the Indone-

sian Students Associa- |

tion of USM, the festi- Qne of the Indonesian tradition

al dancers performing a

val provided the perfect graceful hand gesture while on stage.

platform and opportu-

nity to showcase Indonesian music,
dance, cultural performances and also
what most Malaysians are familiar with
— batik.

Among the programmes which had the
guests thoroughly captivated were a fash-
ion show depicting an assortment of In-
donesian traditional clothes whose mod-
els comprised the USM students them-
selves and a traditional dance perfor-
mance staged by students of the Kuala
Lumpur Indonesian School.

But the most memorable experience
which all the guests had was their chance
to play with the angklung, a bamboo
musical instrument that proved most
soothing to the ears.

Among the guests at the event were
Penang Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon, Penang exco
member for Tourism Development and
Culture Danny Law, Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia Air
Chief Marshal (Ret.) Herman Prayitno,
Indonesian consul-general Taufiq Rodhy,
USM pro-chancellor Tan Sri Mustafa
Mansur and USM deputy vice-chancellor

of the Division of Industry and Commu-
nity Network Datuk Dr See Ching Mey.

Rashid, in his speech as guest of hon-
our for the event, voiced his confidence
that the good relationship between the
Penang state government and the Indo-
nesian government would only serve to
develop further a number of key areas in
which the welfare of both nations depend
on.

“The success of today’s Festival Indo-
nesia Penang is testimony of the close
bilateral ties between Indonesia and
Malaysia specifically the state of Penang.
Itis undeniable that the key areas of trade,
tourism, investment and education be-
tween our two nations are set for further
growth in time to come with the continued
close rapport that we now enjoy,” Rashid
said.

“This festival showcases a mere small
part of what the whole Indonesian culture
embodies. Despite this, I have to admit
what we all see today plays no small part
in shedding light on the magnetic beauty
of Indonesian culture and provides eve-
ryone with a strong impulse to visit the
country,” Prayitno said in his speech.
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Penang as an entrepreneurlal state’

IN a speech at the Blavatnik School of Gov-
emment, Oxford University, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng shared with the Masters in
Public Policy (MPP) students his experiences
leading the state over the past seven years and
in particular some thoughts on how his admin-
istration put in place an “entrepreneurial state”
in order to achieve the status of a high income
economy through inclusive growth.

“Though the second smallest state in Ma-
laysia, with no natural resources, Penang has
progressed to achieve high-income economy
status through good governance, rule of law,
integrity in leadership and sheer human tal-
ent,” he said.

However, Lim explained that the drop in
the ringgit value due to extraneous factors such
as the IMDB RM42 billion financial scandals
on world currency markets, makes Penang
technically not a high-income economy this
year.

“Instead of RM40,841 as the benchmark
to achieve high-income status, the drop in the
ringgit means that the benchmark has been
increased to RM50,000. Of course should the
value of the ringgit recover, hopefully by next
year when all the political and financial scan-
dals are resolved, then Penang can be restored
to our rightful status as a high-income econo-
my.” he added.

Commenting on the term “entrepreneurial
state”, which is associated with well-known

Malaysians who turned up for Lim’s talk at Oxford posing for a group photo.

economist Mariana Mazzucato, Lim said
Penang is shaping a progressive economic
policy that is investment-led, inclusive, and
sustainable to create wealth through a public-
private partnership that drives long-term
growth and productivity.

“In many respects Penang is an entrepre-
neurial state except that we do not believe in
becoming involved in market outcomes, es-
pecially competing with business in accord-
ance with our mantra of ‘the business of
government is not to get into business’,” he
added.

This is a strong counterpoint to the current
mainstream thinking that those who govern
best govern least and let the private sector do
its job.

Giving an example, Lim cited the RM1.2

Fair chance for the talented

billion fishing industry which benefited from
reinventing government

“It would surprise you to learn that this
industry grew from basically nothing in 2008
to a RM1.2 billion (180 million pounds) in-
dustry seven years later! Much as I would
love to claim credit, this amazing transforma-
tion was done without spending a single
penny but merely dependent on reinventing
government.

“The previous government benefitted its
cronies with one or two chosen individuals
being given thousands of hectares of sea, which
they then sub-let to genuine operators under
the classic rentier system. This is described by
some as predatory capitalism,” he added.

Lim also spoke on Penang’s low unem-
ployment rate, being consistently rated one of

the most liveable cities in Asia—the 8th in Asia
according to ECA International and of course
the most liveable in Malaysia.

“We have the best street food in the world.
We have a Unesco World Heritage site in
George Town. We are committed to making
Penang the first bicycle and green state in
Malaysia en route to being the premier desti-
nation to invest, learn, work, play and eat,” he
added.

** The present debt crisis have shown that
income inequality cannot be solved by free
markets. Free markets are said to be better than
the state in provision of goods and services
except a pro-market ‘rule of law’.

“However, investment on public goods
such as infrastructure, basic social services,
research and development, innovative tech-
nologies can only be done by the ‘entrepre-
neurial state’, provided that the state exits at
the earliest opportune moment to prevent
undue interference.

“We are still learning to grapple about when
to exit so as not to throw good money after
bad or divert resources for other worthwhile
ventures,” he said.

In conclusion, Lim invited the MPP stu-
dents to Penang to see for themselves what
the state has achieved.

Lim’s invitation to speak at Oxford Uni-
versity was made possible by CIMB chief,
Datuk Seri Nazir Razak.

Be Our Collaboration Partners!

(1) Green Camp (9-12 years old)
(2) Youth Camp (15-17 years old)
(3) Environmental Workshops
- W3 Workshop (For women group)

Lim (second from right) posing with some of the talented performers.

IN a move to let people showcase their
talents and at the same time entertain
others, a “Talent Corner @ PKS” was
launched on Oct 10 in Karpal Singh
Drive.

“Tonight we are gathered here to wit-
ness the historical officiating of ‘Talent
Corner @ PKS’. I say historical because
I believe this is the first time an event like
this is organised by a KADUN in Penang
if not whole of Malaysia.” Sungai Pinang
assemblymember Lim Siew Khim said in
her speech while officiating the event.

Those who came that night were en-
tertained by several opening acts such as
the Chinese drums performance, street

dance and a very unique spinning light-
show performance.

Traditional singing, local traditional
dances, acrobatic performances, clowns,
story-telling, drawing, magic shows and
others are set to be on show here.

All those interested must first register
at the Sungai Pinang Service Centre and
go through an interview before being al-
lowed to perform at Karpal Singh Drive.

In addition to the officiating of Talent
Corner, free lanterns were given out by
the organisers to celebrate the Lantern
Festival.

Lim also joined the crowd in parading
around Karpal Singh Drive.

- Water Science Workshop (8-10 years old)

- Junior Green camp (5 - 6 years old )

- “Buy & Throw?” Consumerism Thinking
Cap (9 -12 years old)

Programs are available in English, Malay and
Chinese Languages
Deadline for application: 31 December 2015
For more information, please contact us:

04-2503322
Or email: info@pgc.com.my
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MOU between Penang, Hainan Province

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

A MEMORANDUM of understanding
(MOU) on the enhancement of friendly
relations between Penang and Hainan
Province was signed between Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng and Governor
of People’s Government of Hainan
Province, Liu Cigui, on Oct 10.

At the signing ceremony, both sides
also exchanged views and reached con-
sensus on certain issues.

Among others, the MOU outlined
that both Penang and Hainan Province
have jointly reviewed the exchanges
between them since the establishment
of the sisterhood relationship, and have
expressed satisfaction with the develop-
ment of relations.

To further strengthen bilateral rela-
tions, the two sides have agreed to

@CAT aims to win the future

i

Lim (left) and Liu during the MOU signing ceremony.

conduct frequent high-level mutual
visits, build a closer relationship in a
common endeavour and to support the
development of this relationship at the
municipal and country levels.

It was also agreed that the two sides
will actively participate in the construc-
tion of the 21st Century Maritime Silk
Road and support the successful con-
vening of China-Asean Governors/

Mayors Dialogue in order to build a
platform for co-operation between
China and Asean local governments.

The two sides will work together to
launch direct flights between Hainan
and Penang.

Penang State and Hainan Province
also agreed to boost the training of tour-
ism talents, set up cultural exchanges
and cooperation and actively strengthen
cooperation in education.

On behalf of Hainan Province and its
people, Liu expressed his gratitude to
the Chief Minister and the residents of
Penang for the warmth hospitality given
to the delegation from Hainan.

Earlier the Hainan delegation was
received at the Penang International
Airport by exco for Tourism Develop-
ment Danny Law Heng Kiang and po-
litical secretary to the Chief Minister
Wong Hon Wai.

Transformers test of photography skills

PENANG’s Accelerator for
Creative, Analytics & Tech-
nology (Penang@CAT) of-
ficial launch on Oct 10 Wis-
ma Yeap Chor Ee brought
together key representatives
from the technology, crea-
tive multimedia sector, mul-
tinational companies, entre-
preneurs and tech enthusi-
asts.

The unique colonial herit-
age venue is the new home
where the tech community
can unleash their inspiration,
technological aspirations
and creative talents.

“Since @CAT is going to
be another prominent initia-
tive in Penang, we decided
to house this programme at
Wisma Yeap Chor Ee, leased
out by Wawasan Open Uni-
versity to Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC) on
June 29, 2014 for 30 years.

“It has successfully real-
ised part of the state govern-
ment’s dream in promoting
science and technology and
creative animation cluster,”
Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said at the launching
ceremony.

Also present were PDC
general manager Datuk Ros-
li Jaafar, Special Adviser to
the Chief Minister Lee Kar
Choon, trustee, Yeap Chor

g™

Ee Charitable and Endow-
ment Trusts Datuk Seri Ste-
phen Yeap Leong Huat, chief
executive officer of MaGIC,
Cheryl Yeoh and general
manager of investPenang,
Loo Lee Lian.

Lim added that @CAT
will be the heart of Penang’s
tech start-up ecosystem
where the state government’s
enterprising plan is to boost
the local tech sector and to
bring the state’s many play-
ers under one roof.

@CAT aims to accelerate
the establishment and growth
of creative technology based
start-up companies and to
nurture new talents in the

- -t B S e

One of the huge and airy flobrs at the @CAT.

fields of cloud computing,
applications technology, Big
Data Analytics (BDA) and
Internet of Things (IoT).

“I believe developing the
state’s talented young people
to move up the value chain
and promote new creative
ideas and innovative tech-
nology is our priority today,”
he stressed.

Lim said the recent trend
of the global semiconductor
industry has been shifting
towards IoT where wearable
technologies, machines,
software and sensors that use
cloud computing to commu-
nicate with each other is in
rising demand.

THE gigantic
Autobots Op-
timus Prime
and Bumble-
bee that
guarded the
Esplanade
from July 19
until Sept 17
may have left
our shores
but the joy
they gave to
more than
300,000 visi-
tors with-
stood the test of time and cannot
be more evident when the results
for the photography contest fea-
turing them were announced on
Oct 12.

The ‘Asia’s 1st Transformers
Street Art’ photography contest
was organized by Penang Global
Tourism (PGT) and attracted a
total 270 entries, out of which
seven were chosen winners.

The contest was open to all
Malaysians aged 18 and above
and ran from Aug 3 to Sept 30,
with contestants required to sub-
mit up to five photos of the two
Autobots including their captions.

The 270 entries gained a total
9,700 votes.

The first and second prize win-
ners obtained 2,313 and 1,968
votes respectively. The first two
prizes were won by P’ng Kim

Ooi (left) and Ong (right) with the winners of the
photography contest.

Chung and Sim Loon while the
five consolation prizes went to
Ong Chin Keet, Tham Weng San,
Ummi Kalsom Shamsuddin, Lim
Chen Li and Sri Helena Haris.

The entries for the contest
featured mainly the Autobots and
the creative colourful street art
murals painted on the containers
by the artistic students of One
Academy.

All seven prize winners re-
ceived exclusive merchandise
from Hasbro valued at RM700 for
first prize, RM500 for second and
RM200 for the consolation prizes.

PGT chief executive officer
Ooi Chok Yan presented the
prizes to the winners.

Also present was Ricky Ong,
managing director of i2 Promo-
tions Sdn Bhd, the Transformers
licensee.
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DesIGN COMPETITION:
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Themes:

1. Stop Violence. Respect Women.
2. Break The Silence Before It’s Too Late.
Together We Can End Violence Against Women & Girls.
3. End Violence Against Women For Gender Equality.

Organised by:

Parents/Guardian:
(For categories | & Il only)

Tel (Home):

Buletin Mutiara,
Peraduan Melukis Poster: Kreativiti Anak Penang
Tingkat 47, KOMTAR, 10503 Penang.

Tel (Mobile):

Email:

I 12 and below 13-17 18 and above
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Competition Terms & Conditions:
I Entry Form I 1. Competition is open from 25 September to 25 November 2015.
| I 2. Open to residents of Penang only.
| Name: | 3. Posters must be created around one of the three themes and must include the theme wordings.
| ’ 4. You may use any type of A3 size paper. The work that you submit may be drawn or painted using any material or digital illustration.
MyKid / IC No.: I 5. All entries must be submitted in hardcopy, even digital designs.
| I 6. Each entry must be accompanied with the original entry form. Participants can send more than one submission.
| Address: | 7. All'submitted entries belong to the organisers.
| . | 8. Winning entries will be awarded the prizes at the closing ceremony of the Penang Goes Orange Campaign.
Category: 9. For enquiries, contact 04-261 2835 / 04-261 5261 or email info@pwdc.org.my

I I 10. Submit entries by 25 November 2015 to:
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|
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We support Green Ihitigtives!

PENANG GREEN PARTNER

http://www.pgc.com.my/partners-promotion
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http://greenstate.penang.gov.my/gi

PENANG

GREEN COUNCIL

Penang Green Council (PGC Strategies Sdn Bhd)
Alamat: Tingkat 46, KOMTAR, Pulau Pinang 10503 Malaysia.
Tel: +604-2503321 / Fax: +604-2503323

Emel: info@pgc.com.my

Laman Web: www.pgc.com.my

Seafront Dining Restaurant & Bar
No 3A, Persiaran Karpal Singh 2,
11600 Pulau Pinang
04-281 9181

' °/
() on total bill for cardholder

Matahari Uniform Centre Sdn Bhd
Blk 98-G-1, Lintang Sungai Pinang, Taman
Pelangi Indah, | 1600, Penang
016-412 5471

(¢)
off for purchase of school uniform

LAKSALICIOUS -
Chris Dreambiz Enterprise
No 123, Hutton Lane, 10050 Penang
042299178

U
on total bill above RM 35.00

Super Eight Hotels (M) Sdn Bhd

81,Tye Sin Street, Georgetown,
10300 Penang
04-263 5888

0/
discount only on STD Rooms

T-GARDEN

26G, Lorong Maju Utama |, Pusat Perniagaan
Maju Utama, 14000 Bukit Mertajam, Penang
04-530 2261

15%
FAc) discount upon purchasing

?ﬁiari

Super 8

HOTEL

@ GEORGETOWN, PENANG

e L - LRl

DAE Motors Sdn Bhd
B-3-2,Vantage Jalan Desiran,
Tanjung 10470 Tanjung Tokong, Penang
04-891 8288

EcoFun-Rider Program — dedicated line (for queue) since it is
free for the public during #occupy Beach Street
LoveGreen-Rider Program — RM 2.00 for Ist I.5 hours
(normally is RM 2.00 for Ist | hour)

RushHour-Rider Program — FREE for Ist 30 mins

*MUST be a member of DAE Motors

DAC

Green Ride * Great Life

Evenj Enterprise

%Pmtql!ll 3, Lebuh Rambai 5, Paya Terubong, 11060 Penang

012-733 3989

free gift of small cup of popcorn for purchase of RMI0
and above

Greenxagon Marketing Sdn. Bhd.

58, Lorong BLM 1/6, Bandar Laguna Merbok,
08000 Sungai Petani, Kedah
04-440 3791

greenxagon 0
Discount 1 0 /0 on products

Nee Nexgen Sdn Bhd

No I-1-1,Goldhill Complex Tingkat Paya Terubong,
11060, Penang
04-829 5832

0/
discount on purchases above RM500

BUMBLEDEE ENTERPRISE

B07, Rumah Tetamu, | 1800 Universiti Sains
Malaysia, Penang

019-473 3777
107
(0)) discount on total bill (dine-in /take-away)




