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The Top set to be
tops with tourists

Story by Chan Lilian & Victor
Seow
Photo by Darwina Mohd. Daud

PENANG?’S first and largest indoor
theme attraction The Top opened on
Dec 18 with Tourism and Culture
Minister Datuk Seri Mohamed
Nazri Abdul Aziz officiating the
event.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
chairman of Only World (OWG)
Datuk Dr. Tengku Rethwan Tengku
Mansor, CEO of OWG Datuk Seri
Richard Koh and other VIPs were
also present.

Nazri represented Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi at the event.

“With the opening of The Top, the
stage is set for the revitalisation of
Komtar, an important icon and tour-
ist destination, and ultimately Ma-
laysia’s socioeconomic develop-
ment,” Nazri said in his speech.

The development of The Top
began as a public-private partnership
between OWG and the Penang state
government in 2013 to revitalise
Komtar.

“Penang’s success is Malaysia’s
success. As YB Datuk Seri Nazri
stressed repeatedly, any increase in
tourism is good for Malaysia. Pen-
ang Hill has increased from 200,000
visitors a year to 1.6 million this year.
We thank Datuk Seri Nazri for want-
ing to build a new RM150 million
cable car to Penang Hill. Our Penang
International Airport recorded the
second largest growth in Malaysia,

exceeding the maximum passenger
capacity of 6.5 million passen-
gers,” Lim said in his speech.

“Let me praise YB Datuk Seri
Nazri Aziz for his success in mak-
ing Malaysia a new international
tourist spot. We shall work to-
gether with the federal government
to grow tourism in Penang. Econ-
omy-wise, Penang is a thriving
industrialised state with with 400
MNCs calling us home.

“Despite being the second
smallest state, Penang contributes
7% to the country’s GDP and
nearly RM7 billion in taxes and
duties annually to the federal gov-
ernment,” he added.

Lim also expressed his thanks to
OWG.

“For this, on behalf of the Pen-
ang state government, [ would like
record our utmost appreciation to

Jean Koh from the Only World
Group (OWG) for their success in
turning this beloved landmark of
Penang into a ‘hot and happening’
spot.

“Confidence in the new Penang
has convinced them to invest
RM?200 million for this refurbish-
ment of Komtar. We thank you
Datuk Seri Richard Koh and Datuk
Jean Koh.”

The VVIPs were taken on a tour
of the attractions available such as
the Jurassic Research Centre, 7D
Discovery Motion Theatre and the
most talkedabout Rainbow Sky-
walk.

Nazri revealed he has a fear of
heights and joked: “I am going to
be on record as the fastest person
to be on this Skywalk.”

Although hesitant, Nazri brave-
ly walked and posed for photos

Datuk Seri Richard Koh and Datuk ~ while Lim held his hand.
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After the tour, both held a
press conference.

Nazri gave his assurance to
push for Cabinet approval for
the proposed cable car project
in Penang linking the Botani-
cal Gardens, Penang Hill and
Teluk Bahang.

Nazri was happy to note
that the proposed cable car is
a tourism product which will
attract more visitors to Penang
and for that matter, Malaysia.

He also drew comparisons
with what is done in Switzer-
land where cable cars are built
at mountain resorts to attract
tourists and saw no reason
why the same cannot be done
for Penang Hill.

holding Nazrl s hands

“I will definitely push for
the cable car project in my
annual submission for tourism
products at the Cabinet level.
The drop in oil prices has af-
fected the country’s income
but once the price picks up, I
have strong reasons to push
for its approval,” Nazri said.

The proposed cable car
project will cost more than
RM300 million and will link
the Botanical Gardens to Pen-
ang Hill and Entopia at Teluk
Bahang.

Before departing, Nazri
also assured that his ministry
will definitely promote The
Top as a top tourist destination
in Malaysia.
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Design Village the latest attraction

Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

HAVE you visited the Design Village?

This is almost a regular question that
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng poses to
the audience whenever he delivers a
speech.

Then, the enthusiastic Lim will share
how awesome the new Design Village is.

Lim had officiated the opening on Nov
23 in Bandar Cassia which is one of the
many important future drivers of Penang.

It is destined to be a catalyst for our
economy and it is attracting the biggest
players like EcoCity, Paramount, Ikea,
Aspen and PE Land, the developers of
Design Village.

“Our vision is for Bandar Cassia to be
the future global city and it is rapidly
taking shape as a modern satellite city
with superb infrastructure and proximity
to Penang International Airport,” Lim
had said in his speech.

Design Village will likely be one of
the northern region’s top shopping des-
tinations.

Design Village is a must-visit for all who love shopping.

This region has a large catchment of
over five million from Penang and
neighbouring Perak, Kedah and Perlis.

“I’'m also happy that the opening of
Design Village will provide more than
1,000 job opportunities for various tal-
ents and will attract more professionals

from related industries.

“I understand the leasable space of
the 400,000 sq ft complex has attracted
a good mix and variety of international
brands. It is just 30 minutes away from
Penang International Airport and less
than 40 minutes from George Town. A

The Habitat, Penang’s latest addition
to world-class eco-tourism

The Habitat, the latest tourist attrac-
tion in Penang, allows visitors to
appreciate the natural beauty of Pen-
ang Hill.

It is built on state government land
and measures approximately 10.04
acres. Penang Hill which is about 702
meters above sea level is the best place
to enjoy not only the exquisite view of
George Town but also the whole of
Penang island and Seberang Per-
ai. Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng of-
ficiated Phase One of The Habitat on
Dec 17.

“The state government will ensure
that the environment is highly pro-
tected especially the forest reserves.
In line with this, the state government
has agreed to list Penang Hill under
the Unesco Biosphere Reserve Pro-
gram with the help of Universiti Sains
Malaysia,” Lim said in his speech at
the event.

Creative Quest Sdn. Bhd will be
funding this programme together with
Penang Hill Corporation.

Prof. Dr. Margaret D. Lowman who
is well-known as “Real Life Lorax”
by National Geographic and “Einstein
of the Tree Tops” by Wall Street Jour-
nal, will be also be helping in this
program. Also present were Deputy

[

Datuk Rashidi bin Hasbullah. Deputy Secretary General (Tourism) is taking a séifie with

e

the Chief Minister and other guests when they were on the canopy walk in The Habitat.

Chief Minister 11 Prof P. Ramasamy,
State Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan
Darus, State Financial Officer Sarul
Bahiyah Abu and exco for Tourism
and Heritage, Danny Law Heng Ki-
ang.

Lim added that in accordance with
the CAT government of Competency,
Accountability and Transparency,
Creative Quest Sdn Bhd (CQSB) was
awarded the Eco-Tourism Venture,
under CQSB on a build-operate-
transfer (BOT) concept which will be
returned to the state after the end of

the 50 years concession period.

“I am confident the Habitat Penang
Hill will be a success as an eco-
tourism landmark. We will work hard
to land another award by Unesco for
Penang as a Unesco Biosphere re-
serve.

“This is only the beginning. We
look forward to coming back here to
launch phase two with the Canopy
Walk Bridges — 230 metres long and
40 metres above the forest floor and
Canopy Tour with a Zip Line of 700
metres,” he added.

dedicated shuttle bus service plying
between Gurney Drive-Komtar and
Design Village will also be provided.”

Design Village will grow into a mag-
net as the must-visit shopping destina-
tion with its numerous international
brands.

It is also a big advocate of supporting
local artists and their crafts through
various art exhibitions and installations.

With many activities planned for
Christmas and Chinese New Year and
the best shopping deals with great dis-
counts all-year round, Design Village
should be on everyone’s must-visit list
in Penang.

The glittering opening ceremony was
attended by Datuk Law Choo Kiang
Penang State Assembly Speaker and
Bukit Tambun assemblymember, Batu
Kawan MP Kasthuriraani Patto, Datuk
Jason Tai, chairman of PE Land, its
managing director James Ling, execu-
tive director Joanna Ling, general man-
ager Ronald Ling and other distin-
guished guests.

Exco’s concern over new
Bank Negara ruling

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
and the state exco members have
expressed their concerns on Bank
Negara’s new ruling that where
foreign investors exporting their
products could only retain up to
25% of export proceeds in a for-
eign currency, while the remainder
must be converted into ringgit.

“Several multi-national compa-
nies (MNC) had also raised their
concerns to us. Therefore, we dis-
cussed this and are going to convey
these concerns to Bank Negara on
behalf of the MNCs,” Lim said.

Bank Negara made the an-
nouncement on Dec 4 in a move to
shore up the ringgit against foreign
currencies.

“This is too sudden. Moreover
the 75% is too much. This measure
will affect the investment climate
and does not favour foreign inves-
tors. We hope Bank Negara will
revise this measure. Please do not
just treat the symptom but treat the
disease,” Lim said.

Lim said this during a press
conference in Komtar on Dec 20
which was also attended by Dep-
uty Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd.
Rashid Hasnon and exco members
Chong Eng and Datuk Abdul Malik
Kassim.
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Food ambassadors recognlsed
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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

PENANG is world famous for its street food
and received many accolades as a food haven.

To show appreciation to the hawkers that
have tourists flocking to the city, the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) feted the hawkers
and small traders to a dinner at the Bandar Sri
Pinang hawker centre on Dec 16.

Best hawkers, restaurants, nasi kandar, pasar
malam and other awards were given. Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng graced the event.

Also present were exco member Chow Kon
Yeow, Mayor Datuk Patahiyah Ismail, council-
lors, heads of departments and others.

In his speech, Lim praised the hawkers for
making Penang the food destination mentioned
by many publications and travel sites.

“From our CAT administration, we have
money to upgrade markets and hawker com-
plexes. Twenty-four complexes and markets
have been upgraded since 2009. A total of
RM35.5 million was spent,” Lim said in his
speech.

Patahiyah credited the Chief Minister’s car-
ing government for inspiring the council to

“The CM’s caring nature had helped in
overcoming issues and complaints from the
small traders and given us a new perspective
to deal with them. The testimony of the success
is when Penang was accorded the ‘Asia’s 10
Greatest Street Food Cities’ by travel.cnn.com
and being named ‘The 15 Best Cities in the
World for Food’ by The Culture Trip in January
this year,” she said.

Among the winners were two hawkers from
the Batu Lancang market.

Char koay teow by Koay Lee Chuan, 68, is
much talked about as the duck egg koay teow
has just the right taste.

However, age has caught up with Koay and
now he closes his stalls on Mondays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays.

If you want to have a taste of his char koay
teow, you have to go between 11am to 4pm on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

His stall is next to the yau char kwai stall in
the market complex.

The other hawker is the Chinese pasembur
seller Chan Keng Lay, 48.

Called “cheh-hu”, the Chinese pasembur is
a lot milder than the Indian-Muslim type.
Chan said the recipe is from her husband’s

provide new ideas and commitments to carry
out its functions and responsibilities.

Concern over zero
public feedback

FOLLOWING the public review of the Penang Struc-
ture Plan 2020, exco member for Housing and Town
& Country Planning Jagdeep Singh (pix) expressed
his concerns that up to date, no individuals, organisa-
tions, agencies or NGOs have provided any feedback.

“By law, the state is required to give only one
month for the public review and feedback. However,
I had the foresight to extend it to two months to pro-
vide ample time for the public to view and provide
feedback,” Jagdeep said at a press conference in Ta-
man Abidin during a visit on Dec 19.

The public viewing began on Dec 1 and will end
on Jan 31.

Three locations where the public can view the draft
Penang Structure Plan 2020 are:

1) Level 3 Komtar where the state administration
office is.

2) Lobby of Seberang Perai Municipal Council.

3) Lobby of Penang Island City Council.

A briefing was conducted by Penang town and
country planning department director Mohd Anuar
Maidin on Dec 8 where 189 people participated.

“I am rather concerned why until today (Dec 19),
we have not received a single protest or feedback.
The whole purpose of this review is to get feedback.
Now, where are all the NGOs and individuals who
had accused the state of delaying the structure plan?
This exercise will be futile if we don’t get any feed-
back.”

Jagdeep urged the public to respond as the review
is important for the development of Penang.

family and the stall is the only one serving
this pasembur.

is Chow.

Koay beaming with pride when he received the recognition. With Koay

Prince of Wales Cup to unearth badminton talents

BADMINTON has always been Penang’s forte with
the state’s players making our country proud in the
past and until today,

“In the past, we had the likes of the late Datuk
Eddy Choong, Teh Kew San, and the Tan brothers
—Aik Huang and Aik Mong. My father, (the late Tan
Sri) Khir Johari, was a former Badminton Associa-
tion of Malaysia president and he helmed BAM when
the country won the Thomas Cup. Hence, I am in-
spired to unearth young badminton talents through
tournaments such as this Prince of Wales Cup,” Bukit
Bendera MP Zairil Khir Johari said after the prize-
giving ceremony on Dec 15.

The badminton tournament was held at Dewan
PBA at Bukit Dumbar in Jelutong from Dec 12 to

Zairil presenting the trophies
and prizes to the winners of
the girls double event.

15.

Also present were Pulau Tikus assemblymember
Yap Soo Huey, chief executive officer of Georgetown
Badminton Club Felix Ooi and its manager, Ng Beng
Seong and Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
councillors Syerleena Abdul Rashid and Chris Lee.

The tournament was jointly organised by Bukit
Bendera parliamentary constituency, JKKK Pantai
Molek and Georgetown Badminton Club.

WINNERS

Under-15 Girls Doubles - Nur Rizuwani
Redzuan & Nur Sahira

Under-15 Girls Singles - Cheah Wen Jun
Under-15 Boys Singles - - Tien Shun Hai
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Grab your slots for

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

ONCE again, the much awaited char-
ity ride for St. Nicholas Home is hap-
pening on March 25, 2017.

Limited to only 1,000 participants,
cyclists who have participated in past
events may want to quickly sign up to
secure a place in this meaningful ride
to create awareness, educate people
and donate to help St. Nicholas Home
for the visually impaired.

This year, participants will be ex-
cited to know that with a registration
fee of RMS50, they will be getting a
specially designed Brooks quick-dry
T-shirt, goodies bag, attractive lucky
draw prizes and other goodies.

For every five persons who sign up,
there will be no fee for the sixth, so
cyclists are encouraged to sign up in
groups.

“Beside the fundraising, this Ride
for Sight will also educate people
about not setting limits for people with
disabilities. We stand together for
people with disabilities to give them
room to grow and expand their hori-
zon,” the home’s executive director,
Daniel Soon, said at a press conference
on Dec 8.

Soon recalled how back in 2011, the
visually impaired had expressed their
wish to him that they wanted to ride a
bicycle.

“Back then, I was puzzled how this
could be done. However, they told me
about tandem bikes and we began our

Eighteen visually impaired cyclists from St. Nicholas

‘Ride for Sight 2017’

¥

bikes that enable the blind to ride.

first Ride For Sight. G Club Penang’s
Datuk Dr. Lim Seh Guan and his G
Club members have been instrumental
in organising the past editions of Ride
For Sight. Without them, this event
would not have happened. For the 2017
ride, 25 visually impaired riders will
be riding on the tandem bikes with
their pilots,” he said.

Organising chairman, G Club
member Roger Ting, briefed members
of the press about the route.

The flag off will be at 7pm on
March 25 which is also Earth Hour
day.

Starting from Queensbay, the cy-
clists will take the Tun Dr. Lim Chong
Eu Expressway to Batu Maung and
back which is about 25km.

St. Nicholas Home spent about
RM2.6 million in 2016, out of which
RM30,000 was paid towards GST.

In 2017, they will need about

Grou photo of the organising committee and sponsors with

> Home took part in a recent charity ride organised by Lions
Club. These cyclists are accompanied by their pilots who ride on tandem bikes with them.

—r o ¥
the tandem

RM3.1 million to run the home which
provides education, training and
serves the blind and visually impaired
community in Malaysia.

“With the challenging economy
today, raising funds to finance new
programmes is difficult. Some people
say that in bad times, donations for a
worthy cause suffers first. We hope
the people of Penang will prove that
even in bad times, we still care
enough to help,” Soon said.

The event is co-organised by St.
Nicholas Home, G-Club Penang Cy-
clist and Queensbay Mall.

Cash sponsors are Mah Sing Foun-
dation (gold sponsor) and bronze
sponsor Farlim Group (M) Bhd.

It is supported by the Penang Island
City Council.

Registration can be done online at
https://event.howei.com/event/ride-
sight-2017 .
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AROUND TOWN

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
THE Penang government and Christian
Federation Malaysia (Penang) will hold a
Christmas open house on Dec 18 from
6pm to 10pm at Fort Cornwallis in Espla-
nade. The theme is “Peace and Goodwill
to All”. Admission is free.

SEBERANG PERAI CHINGAY
PARADE

THE Chingay parade will be held on Dec
25 from 7.30pm to 11.30pm. It begins at
the MPSP field on Jalan Bagan Luar and
ends at the Temple of the Nine Emperor
Gods on Jalan Raja Uda. For more details,
contact organiser: Tiong Hua Sports and
Cultural Association, Kepala Batas, tel:
+6016-421 1196 / 012-560 0698.

PESTA PULAU PINANG
HIGHLIGHTS of the month-long Pesta
Pulau Pinang, from Nov 26 — Jan 1, 2017
(6pm- 12am) include boxing, Muay Thai,
interesting exhibitions of antique keris,
International Cat Show and various stalls
selling local products. The popular Euro
Fun Park will also make a comeback this
year with the usual rides such as Vortex,
Sky Rider and the Top Gun. Further de-
tails, contact organiser -JKN Pulau Pinang
at www.jkn.penang.gov.my.

LION DANCE

JOIN line dance sessions every Friday
from 8.15pm to 9.45pm and piloxing (a
combination of pilates and boxing work-
out ) every Sunday from Spm to 6pm at
Udini Square. Details, call the Udini
Square management (04-2915477).

MEDITATION MUSEUM

A NEW unique museum in Penang offers
free courses for self-development. It is
situated at 674-H Jalan Kebun Bunga
(opp Gandhi Ashram). For details contact
Helen at 04-2288209 / 013 4301229.

MASS AEROBICS PENANG
PENANG Metropolitan Aerobics and
Fitness Association is holding mass
aerobics sessions on Sundays at SPICE
Centre, and at Taman Metropolitian in
Relau at 6pm on Thursdays and Satur-
days. For details, call Ahmad (012-
4738500), or look up metropolitian-
aerobics on Facebook.

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION
LEARN how to start your e-com-
merce website successfully when you
join a free once-a-month session called
Tech Tuesday organised by Redbox Stu-
dio at Eureka Complex, Universiti Sains
Malaysia. Open to entrepreneurs and
business owners. Pick a date and sign up
at: http://redboxstudio.com/tech-tues-
day/
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Most powerful
telescope In
Penang unveiled

THE Penang Tech Dome welcomed
Tourism and Culture Minister Datuk
Seri Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz on
Dec 18 for the unveiling of Penang’s
most powerful telescope.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd.
Rashid Hasnon, state exco members
and other VIPs accompanied Nazri at
the event.

In conjunction with the official
launch of the Penang 9th Observatory
(PIXO), the Astronomical Society of
Penang with the support from Tech
Dome Penang organised a three-day
astronomy convention filled with fun
learning activities.

Lots of students took the opportu-
nity to join the talks, competitions,
workshops, and exclusive tour to the
PIXO.

Both Lim and Nazri were taken on a
tour of the PIXO and Tech Dome.

If you are interested in astronomy
and star gazing is your hobby, like
Astronomical Society of Penang Face-
book at https://www.facebook.com/
AstronomicalSocietyOfPenang/

Lim looks through a telescope
while Nazri (right) talks with
exco member Datuk Abdul Malik

Kassim.

Laying land reclamation

worries to rest

FISHERMEN have been given an
assurance that their livelihood
will not be affected when work
on Penang’s South Coast Recla-
mation project begins.

“The state government has
pledged to provide about 1,100
jobs to local residents during the
construction of the man-made
island reclamation programme,
and also upgrade the life quality
of the local residents by building
a local fisherman port and pro-
moting aquaculture, tourism and
water taxi industries,” Paya Ter-
ubong assemblymember Yeoh
Soon Hin said in a recent state-
ment.

The project involves the south
zone of Penang island where
three artificial islands will be cre-
ated.

It is part of the state govern-
ment’s ‘“Penang Future 50 glory
years”, an initiative that aims to
be a blueprint for the develop-
ment and transformation of Pen-
ang and build Penang into a
strong international service and
manufacturing hub through the
three artificial islands.

“I know that many non-gov-
ernmental organisations and

fishermen are worried about the
ecological problems that may
arise from this project. In fact,
there are many examples in other
countries to prove that land rec-
lamation technology has im-
proved tremendously, and also
the current technology can
achieve a balance between envi-
ronment and development.

“I believe that as long as the
Penang state government refers
to these foreign technology, we
can strike a balance that can take
care of ecological development,
while allowing the economy to
continue to develop,” he added.

Yeoh reminded that Penang by
its natural geography has limited
land, and as such reclamation has
to be considered if balanced de-
velopment is to continue.

It is estimated that Penang’s
GDP will grow 20% annually
after the completion of the artifi-
cial island on the south zone of
Penang Island.

Until 2050, about 300,000 high
income jobs will be provided
which can be said that the recla-
mation keep Penang continue to
prosper and access into road of
sustainable development!

Ramkarpal (left) greeting and thanking his supporters who were at the dinner.

A RECENT fundraising dinner organised
by Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh
saw some 1,000 people turning up to show
their support.

Among those present at the event was
former Bar Council chief Datuk S. Ambiga
who said she saw similarities between
Ramkarpal, his brother Gobind Singh (Pu-
chong MP) and their late father Karpal
Singh.

“Karpal had the gentleman on one side
and the tiger on the other. I have seen both
Gobind and Ramkarpal in Parliament and
they are brilliant. When Ram invited me
to this dinner, I had no hesitation in accept-
ing. You (the people of Bukit Gelugor) will

be well served by him,” she said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng in his
speech talked about Penang’s various pro-
grammes like the cash aid given to school
bus owners, trishaw riders, newborns,
students, university students and others.

“If the Pakatan Harapan government
goes to Putrajaya, we will ensure that
prices of petrol and cooking oil go down.
We can even abolish tolls!” he said.

Lim ended his speech by urging the vot-
ers of Bukit Gelugor to support their MP
and the three assemblymembers in the
constituency - Yeoh Soon Hin (Paya Ter-
ubong), RSN Rayer (Seri Delima) and
Wong Hon Wai (Air Itam).



Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

A TOTAL OF 888 selected
students from both the North-
east and South-west districts in
Penang on Dec 14 received fi-
nancial aid of RM1,000 each
from the state government as
they prepare to continue their
studies for a degree at local
universities.

They received their financial
assistance from Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng at a function
held at Dewan Sri Pinang.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, Komtar assem-
blymember The Lai Heng,
North-east district officer Ederis
Mat Din and co-coordinators of
three districts in Balik Pulau
parliamentary constituency.

Lim, in his speech, said the
allocation towards the higher
education fund reflects the state
government’s focus on resi-
dents’ development.

“Penang does not have natu-
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Fund recipients joining Mohd Rashid (fifth from
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ral resources like timber or fuel,
but has human resources to be
proud of.

“Owing to this, the state
government focuses on human
talent,” he added, while con-

Loans to be converted to scholarships

gratulating the recipients of the
education fund.

The Chief Minister said the
dividends derived from the
anti-corruption policy formu-
lated since 2008 was chan-

nelled for this purpose.

“I hope the fund will help to
reduce the financial burden of
families sending their children
to continue their studies in
universities.”

Faiz on verge of making Malaysian

for outstanding students

ATOTAL 311 students at
tertiary level received
their education loan
agreements on Dec 18
from the state govern-
ment during a ceremony
attended by Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng at
Dewan Sri Pinang.

This is in line with the
state government’s poli-
cy of reducing the burden
of parents of students
accepted into public and |
private institutions of |
higher learning. ‘

“For this year, the state 3
government had ap-

|
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Lim (second from left) congratulating Fahmi whose

proved education loans education loan was converted to scholarship for
for 404 students who obtaining First Class Honours.

were accepted into pri-

vate and public institutions of higher
learning but only 311 accepted this loan
offer and returned us the signed loan
agreements,” Lim said in his speech at
the event.

Lim also assured the students that
those who achieved outstanding results
would have their loans converted to full
scholarships and on top of that, be re-
warded RM 1,000 for their achievement.

One student given such recognition is
Fahmi Ismail who obtained First Class
Honours in his MBA programme.

His loan of RM19,500 to pursue his
course was converted to full scholarship.

According to Lim, an incentive dis-
count of 10% is also offered to those who
pay back their loans before they are due.

From 2008 until now, the state govern-
ment has spent RM13.9 million on such
education loans which had benefited
1,543 students.

Also present at the event was Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy
who chairs the state executive committee
on Education and Human Resources.

football history

THE deadline for the announcement
of the winner of FIFA’s Puskas Award
is fast approaching and Malaysians
should come out in numbers to vote
for our own Mohd Faiz Subri.

The Penangites has made the three-
player shortlist for the Puskas award
2016 for the best goal of the year.

‘What makes his wonder goal all the
more spectacular is that it received
more votes than those scored by su-
perstars Neymar and Lionel Messi,
who both play for Barcelona.

Joining Faiz in the top three, after
the first round of public voting, are
Marlone of Brazil and Venezuela’s
Daniuska Rodriguez.

The 29-year-old Faiz will head for
Zurich, Switzerland, on Jan 9 for the
FIFA Football Awards ceremony
where the winner of the Puskas award
will be named.

Faiz is the first Malaysian and
Asian to make the top three in the
annual year-end list.

The Air Itam-born player scored
the wonder goal off a free-kick during
Penang’s 4-1 Super League home win
over Pahang at the City Stadium in
George Town on Feb 16.

The stunning strike earned him
instant fame worldwide when videos
of his outrageously curled free-kick,
which was heading towards one cor-
ner of the goal before swerving and

dipping at the other end — leaving
Pahang goalkeeper Mohd Nasril
Nourdin rooted — went viral.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
when contacted on Dec 20, said he
and all Penangites are proud that

Faiz has made it to the top three
shortlist for the award.

“Yes, I have also voted online for
him,” the Chief Minister added.

“We hope he will win, and bring
glory to Penang and Malaysia.”

Penang team manager Zairil Khir
Johari said: “I’ve voted of course. |
hope not only Penangites, but all
Malaysians vote for Faiz’s wonder
goal. I was there when it happened. I
thought the ball was flying away, but
it suddenly took a wicked turn and
spun into the net. The whole stadium
was awed. It was an amazing goal
deserving of the great Puskas,” he
said.

The Puskas Award is named after
Ferenc Puskas, captain of the legend-
ary Hungary team of the early 1950s
who were known as the Magical
Magyars.

Puskas himself is considered as one
the finest footballers the game has
ever seen.

So don’t wait any longer and vote
for Faiz now!

Visit http://www.fifa.com/the-best-
fifa-football-awards/puskas-award/.
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Night of peace, goodwill for all

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

GIVE thanks to God for the harmony we enjoy
in Penang, chairman of the Christian Federation
of Malaysia (CFM) liaison committee Penang
and CCM Penang chairman Rev. Christopher
Tan reminded guests at the Penang State Christ-
mas Open House held at Fort Cornwallis on Dec
18.

“We need to pray for peace. To have peace
with each other, we must be at peace with God.
‘We must know we are special, created by G
he said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng also spoke on
the need for peace.

“All around the world we see war and dis-
cord, bombings and killings. In our own country,
there is often racial tension and religious dishar-
mony, sometimes as a result of misunderstand-
ing and at other times through political disagree-
ments,” Lim said.

Lim also touched on the recent move by the
Perlis state government to amend the Adminis-
tration of the Religion of Islam Enactment 2016
to enable unilateral conversion of minors to Is-
lam by a newly-converted Muslim parent
without obtaining the consent of his or her non-
Muslim spouse.

“This is nothing less than an unconstitu-
tional abrogation of a cornerstone of the Fed-
eral Constitution — equality before the law and
entitlement for equal protection,” Lim said.

“While the Penang state government ac-
knowledges that our Federal Constitution has
provided for religious affairs to be a matter in
the particular state’s jurisdiction, the simple act
of amending Section 117 of the Enactment has
far-reaching consequences. Changing the phrase

Orang Asli chilc_lren from Temenggor, Perak, getting ready to perform their dances
for the guests at the open house.

“father and mother or guardian’ to ‘father or
mother or guardian’ may seem trivial but a
closer look at the inclusion of ‘or’ at the expense
of ‘and’ between the father and mother would
suggest that there is now a new family concept,”
he added.

“At least where Perlis is concerned, a family
unit no longer consists of parents sharing equal
rights and responsibilities in their children’s
upbringing. Instead, the rights of parents to a
minor are now ranked by the religion they pro-
fess. For the non-Muslim spouse/parent who
chooses to remain in their faith, are they not still
a parent to their child? Are they not entitled to
share their faith with their young children?” he
asked.

Lim pointed out that it must be emphasised
that the opposition to the enactment is not an
attack against Islam.

“For a nation that builds itself upon a pleth-
ora of religion, ethnicity and culture, Malaysia
is now at an important crossroads. While my
government will continue to steadfastly cham-
pion on the importance of tolerance in our soci-

ety, we must answer this question - how are we
to promote religious tolerance in the face of
diminished rights of a non-Muslim parent or a
non-Muslim spouse once a personal choice is
made by their now Muslim-half?” he said.

Lim also expressed regret that the non-
Muslim wakil rakyat in the state and federal
government have betrayed both the rights of
non-Muslim parents and the Federal Constitu-
tion.

“The world longs for peace, our country and
our people long for peace. But where is peace
to be found? We need peace in families, we need
peace between neighbours, we need peace
across communities and cultures. But where is
peace to be found?” Lim said in closing his
speech.

The thousands who thronged Fort Cornwal-
lis for the delicious food and drinks were also
entertained by carolling, skits, dances and the
main attraction was the performance by the
Orang Asli children.

Certainly peace and goodwill was felt
throughout the night.

Extending a helpmg hand to the needy

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

AS in previous years when Christmas is
around the corner, Berapit assemblymember
Lydia Ong Kok Fooi contributed 33 ham-
pers, monetary aid and school uniforms to
the needy families in her constituency on
Dec 9.

Many of them are facing financial difficul-
ties as single parent families, families with
personal calamities or sickly grandparents
with young grandchildren to take care of.

“Hopefully they will have something to
look forward to this coming Christmas.
Without aid from the state government,
these people have no one else to turn to.
Some of these children are gifted students
with good results. With some help from the
government, only then can they break out
of the poverty cycle,” Ong told Buletin
Mutiara.

Apart from the hampers, each family also
received between RM500 and RM600, de-

Ong (back row, standing, centre) with the happy re0|p|ents who have somethlng to
look forward to and celebrate this coming Christmas.

pending on the dire conditions of the fam-
ily, to help them to make ends meet.

Ong has been doing this for many years
since elected into office and hopes the down-
trodden and underprivileged would get the
attention of the federal government.

On a separate matter, Ong also presented
cheques amounting to RMS500 to the parents
of visually impaired students Kenzon Yeoh

and Lu Ching Hong, both 16, who need to
travel to Penang island from Berapit on
weekdays to attend school.

“It’s a form of petrol allowance that I try
to provide the parents. Every two months, |
provide them with RM500 from my con-
stituency funds and I have been doing that
since the two boys were in Form 1,” she
added.

Teng urged
to prove
allegations

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng has again urged Penang
Gerakan chairman Teng
Chang Yeow to prove the al-
legations that the rejection of
a joint venture agreement by
Lim had caused PDC to lose
RM220 million in profit
guarantee and authority over
land on Pulau Jerejak.

“These are blatant lies by
Teng Chang Yeow. I believe
those who know me well
would know the answer.
Would I give up an opportu-
nity to reap a profit of RM220
million? Would I forsake a
RM?220 million profit for
RM140 million? I’m not
silly, am I?” Lim said in his
speech at the Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC)
Christmas and New Year
Open House on Dec 20,.

Teng’s allegations were
published in an English daily
in the middle of last month
in which he questioned the
rejection of a joint-venture
between Tropical Island Re-
sort Sdn Bhd and developer
Ideal Property by the chief
minister which allegedly re-
sulted in lost profits amount-
ing to RM220 million by
PDC

Teng, who also chairs the
state Barisan Nasional, quot-
ed “reliable” PDC sources
when the allegations were
made at a press conference
he had on Nov 15.

“I asked (PDC general
manager) Datuk Rosli wheth-
er there was such a deal but
I was told there was none.
Even until today, I’m asking
Teng to provide proof for his
serious allegations and his
reply is, he will do so when
he feels like it. This is some-
thing serious which involves
allegations of a decision
made by the chief minister.
This is no laughing matter,”
noted Lim.

“That is why I have sent
Teng Chang Yeow a notice of
demand. I won’t let him off,”
Lim added.

Copies of the notice of
demand dated Nov 25 were
distributed to the media.
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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

EMOTIONS were raw and
some shed tears as they were
touched by tributes to William
Brohier, 83.

The occasion was when St.
Nicholas’ Home feted staff and
volunteers to a sumptuous din-
ner on Dec 8.

Lucky draws, entertainment
by the visually impaired band
and staff service awards were
amongst some of the events
lined up for the guests.

The night’s main attraction
was the special tribute to Bro-
hier who received the inaugural
St. Nicholas’ Home Champion
of the Blind award.

Brohier (left) receiving the Champion of the Blind award from

Al

He was the first person to ap-
pear on the blind scene in 1960.

Rev. Charles Samuel, who is
the chairman of the Board of
Directors, and executive direc-
tor Daniel Soon were at the
momentous event to recognise
Brohier’s services.

“In His Name, for His Glory.
thanks for the friendship and
support that has made this pos-
sible. It comes from my heart
that God has blessed me with a
wonderful wife, Margaret who
stood by me through thick and
thin and has made this possible.
I hope all of you will use this
occasion as an opportunity to
do likewise in your own way in
your own service to God be the
Glory,” Brohier said after the

.ﬂ

St. Nicholas Home long service staff members posing for a photo with Samuel and Soon. Ku

Mohamed is fourth from left.

award ceremony.

Buletin Mutiara also catch
up with Ku Mohamed Yussof,
53, who had served in St.
Nicholas for 30 years.

He is a massage instructor
teaching the blind to learn the
skills of massaging so that they
can earn a living.

“When I started, I applied
for a job as a welfare worker.
I atteneded a course on coun-
selling in 1986 and thereafter,
I was offered to work in St.
Nicholas. Initially, I worked in
the field where I go to the
homes of those who are blind,”
he said.

Ku Mohamed related how
rewarding his work is because
he meets many individuals

who became blind from illness
and accidents and who were in
deep depression.

Through their efforts and
dedication, many of them had
gone to St. Nicholas to learn
new skills and to deal with
their blindness.

“I feel blessed that I am able
to work together with them. It
is all part of God’s plan that
we serve the blind,” Ku Mo-
hamed said.

Samuel who delivered a
speech at the dinner appealed
to sponsors and donors to con-
tinue helping the visually im-
paired.

St. Nicholas conducts online
studies and is developing Ma-
laysia’s indoor navigation

Cyberbullying the highlight of Orange Day

ORANGE Day came to an end on Dec 9
with the closing of the campaign held at
Komtar.

Exco member for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow joined exco mem-
ber for Women, Family and Community
Development, Youth and Sports Chong
Eng, assemblymembers Yap Soo Huey
and Lim Siew Khim, councillors from
Penang Island City Council (MBPP) and
Penang Women Development Corpora-
tion chief executive officer Ong Bee
Leng, Befrienders Penang Outreach di-
rector Cheung Kwan Leng and others
were there for a forum.

The United Nations Secretary-Gener-
al’s Campaign UNITE to End Violence
against Women has proclaimed the 25th
of every month as “Orange Day,” a day
to raise awareness of and take action to
end violence against women and girls.

This year, MBPP also adopted the
“MBPP Goes Orange” campaign with the
focus on cyberbullying.

“With this information and digital era,
the internet does not only bring benefits
but at the same time, it may have its
negative influences if not used properly.
Therefore, we want to ensure that our
women and girls have a safe environ-
ment. This campaign is to bring aware-
ness and provide education,” Chow said
in his speech.

A forum with the Befrienders and the
police allowed the participants to hear
from the authority how some of the cy-
berbullying cases were dealt with.

Cases like cyber stalking, cyber cheat-
ing, love scams and others were dis-
cussed. The Befrienders advised parents
to be aware of their children’s online
activities and monitor if there are signs
of their children being bullied online.

system to enable the visually
impaired to move around in
buildings, has a braille literacy
centre and provides braille
music so that the visually im-
paired can play musical instru-
ments.

“The accounts for the Home
are properly maintained and
we give clear records of which
areas are lacking. We hope the
sponsors will assist to build St.
Nicholas. We are upgrading
the centre and we want to give
the best to Resident Centre for
the Elderly so that they are
looked after well. I hope God
will continue to inspire. The
visually impaired give us an
opportunity to serve God,” he
said.

Cheung (right) advising parents to be aware of their children so that
they are not bullied online.
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GuZheng classes for
Tanjung Bunga residents

THE GuZheng community
classes, under the Tanjung
Bunga Chinese Orchestra pro-
gramme, will commence on
Dec 9 at the i-Komuniti room
above the Tanjong Bunga mar-
ket.

This latest addition of com-
munity classes is organised by
Tanjung Bunga assemblymem-
ber Teh Yee Cheu and Jalan
Gajah village development and
security committee.

Teh said five GuZheng (a
Chinese traditional plucked

musical string instrument with
over 2,500 years of known his-
tory) were purchased for this
purpose and a volunteer teach-
er will be conducting classes
every Saturday evening from
7pm to 9pm.

He added that the Gu Zhengs
were purchased at RM 1,800 per
unit from LBS Music World
through JKKK Jalan Gajah.

“Presently, we have some 20
students who have shown inter-
est to join the class. Students
consist of primary school stu-

dents and senior citizens,” Teh
told a press conference on Dec
7.

Also present were Teh’s per-
sonal assistant, Carolyn Khor,
JKKK Jalan Gajah chairman
Lim Siew Hock and LBS Music
World’s Clarence Ewe.

“A monthly commitment fee
of RM20 will be collected to
cover expenses such as mainte-
nance of the instruments and
teaching materials.

“Students are expected to be
able to perform after six months

Lim and Ewe.

of lessons during our monthly
cultural show — ‘Malam Kebu-
dayaan Kadun Tanjong Bun-
gah’,” he added.
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PADANG KOTA LAMA
8hb Januari 2017 (AHAD)
FLAG OFF : 7.00 AM

PENYERTAAN PERCUMA
HANYA 2,000 PENYERTAAN TERAWAL AKAN
MENERIMA T-SHIRT
LALUAN KAYUHAN :

48 KM

For more information, con-
tact Lim Siew Hock (Ah Cheng)
at 012-4065212, or visit Adun
Tanjung Bunga facebook.

THE third edition of
City Ride will be held
on Jan 8, 2017. It is
free and the first 2,000
participants who reach
City Hall that morning
will receive a limited
edition T-shirt.
Flag-off point is at City
Hall, Esplanade at 7am.
No registration
required.

The 48km route is from
City Hall, Esplanade to
Telok Bahang and back
to City Hall.

JABRATAN PERTANIAN
+04-537 2142

» TABUNG
SAHAWAN

TANI MUDA

JABATAN PERIKANAN
+04-651 2171

JABATAN

PERKHIDMATAN VETERINAR

+04-508 4368
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New car park at Teluk Bahang Dam

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

A NEW parking facility
awaits visitors to the Teluk
Bahang Dam and it provides
20 bus parking lots, 32 car
parking lots and 15 motorcy-
cle parking bays to the public
free of charge.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who officiated the park-
ing facility on Dec 2, com-
mended Perbadanan Bekalan
Air Pulau Pinang (PBAPP)
for reacting positively by
investing RM478,000 to
build the parking facility, on
its own land, for public use.

“Moreover, PBAPP has
completed this 4,500 sq me-
tre public facility ahead of
schedule. A public tender was
called on Sept 5 this year.
Work began on Oct 1 and was
scheduled for completion on
Dec 9. However the project

was completed by Nov 25,”
Lim said in his speech.

The chief minister, fur-
thermore, noted that the
parking facility that is lo-
cated within PBAPP prem-
ises, is for public use without
any charges imposed and
hoped the people would use
it in a responsible manner.

“This is a gift from PBAPP.
As such, I urge the public to
follow the rules and regula-
tions set by PBAPP and to
use this car park responsi-
bly,” added Lim.

Also present during the
opening ceremony were Dep-
uty Chief Minister I Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon, state
exco member for Works,
Utilities and Transport Lim
Hock Seng and PBAPP chief
executive officer Datuk
Jaseni Maidinsa.

Meanwhile, Jaseni said
PBAPP considered the Teluk

Ample parking space awaits those who visit the Teluk Bahang Dam for sports and recreation
and best of all, no charge is imposed.

Bahang Dam public car park
to be a corporate social re-
sponsibility and public ser-
vice project.

“This is just a parking fa-
cility but it reflects our un-
wavering commitment to
sustain a green environment

and support for eco-tourism,”
he said.

The car park is open daily
from 7am to 7pm.

BANDAR CASSIA, BATU KAWAN
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Rise of a Township in Batu Kawan

Located to the south of Seberang Perai, Batu Kawan is the third
satellite town of Penang after Bayan Lepas and Seberang Jaya.
Once a quiet fishing village, Batu Kawan in recent times has
experienced remarkable development, uplifting its status into an
emerging township.

Batu Kawan first came into national attention when Batu Kawan
Stadium hosted the 8th Sukma Games (Malaysian Games) in year
2000. Today, the Batu Kawan township we once knew has
transformed to a great extent following a series of development
projects and investments.

Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge — Dawn of a New Era
Completed in March 2014, Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
Bridge, also known as the Second Penang Bridge, marked a crucial
point in history for Penang as a state and on a more specific level,
Batu Kawan township.
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Connecting Batu Maung on the island to Batu Kawan, this iconic 4 : \ﬂ@\
bridge is seen by many as the key catalyst for socio-economic Ny
growth in the Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER).
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Penang art scene unique

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

AMAMMOTH crowd attended the launch of James Sum
Retrospective Exhibition held at Penang Art Gallery,
Dewan Sri Pinang in George Town on Nov 27.

‘Wong Hon Wai the political secretary to Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng, officiated the function which was also
attended by the guest curator of the exhibition, Lee Khai,
together with James Sum Kin Hin and his wife.

Wong when launching the event said the art scene in
Penang is unique as it is supported by four pillars,
namely its own Penang artists, state gallery, art collectors
and state government support.

“Artists come and go. But excellent artworks will be
valued from generation to generation,” added Wong who
represented the Chief Minister at the event.

“Artists and art lovers will always be respected,” he
said.

Meanwhile, Lee Khai commented that Sum, the
Penang-born artist based in London, has his own recog-
nizable style.

“Throughout the good times and the bad, art has always
accompanied him, nourished him and inspired him.

“In 1995, James was awarded the ‘Outstanding New
Entrant Award’ by the Royal Watercolour Society (RWS)
for his Chinese ink and colour painting on rice paper. A
first for any Asian artist since the society’s founding in

Part of the crowd that attended the exhibition in George Town.

1804. A total of 171 pieces of artworks by Sum are being

“With the recognition from RWS, James Sum can displayed at the exhibition held from Nov 3 to Feb 17,
truly claim to have bridged the divide between Western 2017, from 9am to Spm (closed on Fridays and public
and Oriental Art,” he added. holidays).
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PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO

[T% 04 - 226 2464
F

AIR PUTIH PENAGA . PENAGA §
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Dahalan Fazil 019 - 727 4388
limguaneng@penang.gov.m dlanéé58@gmail.com

BERTAM BERTAM
$8 Hajl Mond! Rashid Hasnon (T) 04 - 646 4700 YB Shariful Azhar Othman [ 032411468 || Asol Sani Abdul Razak 013 - 580 6981
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my F) 04-5758670 asrolpkb@gmail.com
e §8 Dotk Hol Rosian Saidi [T 04 - 398 3555 e e 019 - 437 2887
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy [T% 04-383913] QlUk HaJiRosian saicin 04 307 3222 uhasaey Muhama -
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 9131 _ muhasdey@gmail.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
\I;QDC/-%F;I)(V;V KK%LAYeow m 04-926 0218 YB Omar Abd. Hamid [T 81—%;% 12%8 Fohéni Abu Bckqlr 013 -488 1601
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 226 0218 _ .
BATU MAUNG %%\Gﬁl DUAd Yusoff Mohd. N T) 04 - 575 7454 Bt tosean:
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim 04626 198 vhamad fusoft Mohd. Noor (1) 04- B P — 7= 20570
abdmalik@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 5496 T T

TELOK AIR TAWAR
BAGAN JERMAL YB Datuk Jahara Hamid T) 04 - 351 2873 Mu?fofo Kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
YB Lim Hock Seng [T% 04-3317175 jahara.hamid@gmail.com 04 - 351 4389 mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com
limhockseng@penang.gov.my F) 04 -3317175 SUNGA ACHER UNCRIEE
BATU LANCHANG YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria [T 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin : 012-594 1515
L%ﬁg)gﬁggégggﬂona o EB 8ﬁ:%§% 21113 datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
— BAYAN LEPAS ] || BAYAN LEPAS
SUNGAI PUYU YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Azrul Mahathir Aziz ‘ 017 - 5941976
Y% Phge BoonhPQh m O?éi i%%%%% ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com
pheeboonpon@penang.gov.my; =
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-261 8745 PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG
P ADANG LALANG YB Muhamad Farid Saad [T 81- %‘2‘2 1%8% Mohd Tuah Ismail 019 - 570 9500
- mtuah17@gmail.com

YB Chong En T) 04 - 530 3028
o ) TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG

YB Shah Haedan Ayoob [T 04 - 866 1760 Hallil Sabri Hamid 017 - 460 4849
DATO' KERAMAT 04 - 866 1821 halilsabri.nsh@gmail.com

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy

{T% 04 - 323 5870
F

jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m 04 - 227 2464 . .
SEBERANG 1AYA (1) 04350 5109 Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

r AT Poharan POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
¥B Low Choo Kion T) 04 - 588 0818 & PENYELAMAT 04-398 8807
e (1) 04 238 0ot glPRIEg/T\(T)SlRTELI\IJETF%(\)R[\,JABANGSA }8? JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
Y8 Wong Hon Wai O G HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
wonghonwai@penang.gov.m [F{ 04 - 828 0926 04-263 7000 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BERAPIT BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
YB Ong Kok Fooi T) 04 - 530 8476 _
ongkokfool@penang.gov.m M SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 FERI ((CéE%RECR?\EVT ggHN)) o 2102368

NEGERI
MACHANG BUBOK JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
Bleolheleen [3 g sratel KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
Serien )
TANJONG BUNGAH IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
YB Teh Yee Cheu , _ (T) 04 - 899 9581 WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK )
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com . .
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511

¥ S00n Lip Chee O 5 145 EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
dunjawi@hotmail.com EF% 04 - 5943163 SOCSO 04-238 9888 04-281 1108
e TR (1) 04 250 152] PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
YB Lau Keng Ee ; 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 - 250 1523

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/

PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

1013 - 417 3068

- Siti Zunnurain

N25 Pulau Tikus

Bahang

atana@first.net.my 04 - 323 5870
KEBUN BUNGA N1 Penaga : 010 - 542 9158 - Mohd. Zakilsmail N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina
YB Cheah Kah Peng [T% 04 - 826 5451 N2 Bertam :012 - 466 9681 - Fatimah Bakar Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
kebunbunga24@gmai.com Ffir - e N3 Pinang | :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin  N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
SUNGAI BAKAP Tungga Beng
YB Hj. Makfar Hj. Shapee m 04 - 582 7549 N4 Pematang :019 - 556 4664 - R. M Reza N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com F) 04 - 582 8648 Berangan Bunga Eong
KOMTAR N5 Sungai Dua 1 :017 - 956 3237 - Quah
YB Teh Lai Heng m 04 - 227 7068 Zulkafii N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
komtarN28@gmail.com F) 04 - 227 7068 Né Telok Air : 012 - 475 4326 - Mohd. Zamri Chee
PAYA TERUBONG Tawar N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin
YB Yeoh Soon Hin ; (T) 04 - 827 8868 N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee Kota Keat
clementyech@hotmail.com N8 Bagan :013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon N28 KOMTAR :012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang
PULAU TIKUS Jermal Keong 010 - 811 7300 - Razin
YB Yap Soo Huey T) 04 - 226 5217 N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan N29 Datok : 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com EF% 04 -227 5217 Dalam Keramat
PERMATANG PASIR N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Shuen
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man [T% 04 - 398 4226 Jaya Mohd. Iskander Pinang
adunptgpasir@gmail.com F) 04 - 398 4226 N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N31 Batu : 04 -282 6419 - Karuna
BUKIT TENGAH Pasir ) 013 - 595 6865 - R'OSIi Lancan
YB Ong Chin Wen m 04 - 508 3977 N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com F) 04 - 508 3677 04 - 538 3871 012 - 5242549 James
PENANTI N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim N33 Air ltam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
YB Dr. Norlela Aviffin T) 04 - 538 2871 017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee 016 - 4940705 - Janet
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com [F‘ 04 - 538 4871 N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
SUNGAI PINANG BUbUk 012 o 473 0964 o Ikhwan Terubong Lee
YB Lim Siew Khim (T) 04 - 282 6630 N15Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan 016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
SUCSNGUANOnG  HOMal Con Lalang 014 - 945 9786 S N35 Batu Uban : 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
BATU UBAN N1¢ Perai : 04 -3839131 - Sri Sangar 016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
LB Dr. ~|t-) ‘J,qupmon-, {B 81_ ggg %288 N17 ]B':rlflgiah :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun 016 -444 3550 - sathyq
rnayaoaign@gmail.com - i © o o i
pe——— N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany N o 04 - 646 4700 LR CIIT AN,
YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer o/l Rajaii 1 94-¢s3 561 . 017 - 378 4448 - Khor . N37 Batu :019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611 N19 Jawi : 8}; - 222 gg?g - AAAbdlgr!n Halim Maung 016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
- - Mr. Khor . .
DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482 . . i N38 Bayan Lepas: 010 - 773 2395 - Firdaus
dappg@sireamyx.com 7 64553 6514 2240 ggagg' $013 - 3528687 - Norjuliana N39 Pulau :012 - 464 3004 - Aidi Akhbal
s . AT etong

PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115 N21 Sungai :0111-508 0215 - Siti Hajar . . )

Acheh Abdul Aziz N40 Telok :017 - 413 5695 - Johan Abu

Bakar
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SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2016
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
pavia morshel o 019 - 4123397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
1. Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602 Balik Pulau.
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Kumar a/l Kanapathy 04 - 323 8757 Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
016 - 407 6058
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP 019 - 457 2271
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079 Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Ismail
Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
5. R. Gunalan Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 011 - 2666 9091
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 Selatan 14200, Jawi.
Siti Nur Shazreen Mohd. 019 - 411 8343 Nota:
Jilani Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS ] |
Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718 MBPP 2016 quendar Pelancongqn
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 hidind LEIEon Pulau Pmcmg Dis. 2016
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : ~ s °
® LIS
Tan Chong Hee 019 - 411 5598 Goh Choon Keong 019 - 4717931
Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Zukkifli Iorahim 012 - 477 5588
Teoh Koon Gee 016-419 1938
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
Mohamad Nor
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012 - 423 9143
Zaini Awong 019 -546 3115 Kala O/D Durai RClj 016 - 468 4247
Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
Goh Choon Aik 04-588 3045
019 457 3222 Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566
Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019-225 6502
Alias Wan Chek 019 - 540 4553 Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121 :
Thb Januari
G ) CErs 016 - 445 5709 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 Tahun Baru 2017
012-758 3779 I ] e mm — — ———— — —— ——————————————————————————— .
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan Chik 019-4708811 i t
s 1
1
Anvar Yusoff ¥ 557 55 Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 - 1578 5098 : BULETIN MUTIARA !
016 - 4616 390 1 ]
Kumaresan a/l Aramugam 014 -945 9621 ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang !
e T U167 ey | Phone : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 1
Amar Pritpal Abdullah 04 - 582 2020 eixorheattin ) ! Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com :
019 - 452 2020 1 !
T i1 - 1
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556 : EDITORIAL :
]
1 ..
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010- 3807672 Shahul Hameed M.K. 017 - 4730194 1 Editor i
Mohamed Ishack ] Chan Lilian (English) 1
1 Tam Poh Guek (Chinese) |
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi 012-572 4711 i G.Revatic (Tamil) |
016 - 451 9225 ] Writer ]
. ] Danny Ooi (English) !
H 1
I/;\/\#r?](érgod Suzuki 012 - 465 4419 Mhd. Nasir Yahya 012 - 402 6739 : Victor Seow (English) |
I Shum Jian Wei (Chinese) 1
Saiful Azwan Abd Malik 016 - 463 2787 ] Chris Koay (Chinese) 1
1 J. Patmavathy(Tamil) ]
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 508 0039 (Tel) : - ! !
04 - 657 0918 (Fax) Dr. Lim Mah Hui 012 - 422 1880 { Photographers : ]
! Chan Lilian, Law Suun Ting, '
Eric Lim Seng Keat 016 - 414 3428 1 Alissala Thian, Ahmad Adil Muhamad and Darwina Daud !
Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312 I q q . '
Gan Ay Ling 012 - 401 2265 i Graphic Designers : 1
[ Idzham Ahmad and Loo Mei Fern !
1
Ahmad Tarmizi 013 - 414 4822 Mohamed Yusoff 012-4728114 i 1
Abdullah Mohamed Noor f-------------- EEE— |'| """"""" .
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Karpal’s legacy of free uniforms continues

e —

Maliga and her grandaughter Luddmilla beam happlly after recelvmg the free set of school uniforms

from Rayer and Ram.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

KARPAL Singh may have left us but
his legacy carries on.

His son Ramkarpal Singh, who took
over Karpal’s seat as Bukit Gelugor
MP, said: “The giving of free school
uniforms to the underprivileged chil-
dren was an idea from my late fa-
ther. He placed great importance on
education for the young.

There are several initiatives to en-
hance pupils’ performance in schools
and to raise the standard of educa-
tion. One of them is

Later in the day, another 100 pairs
were given to children from JKKK
Island Glades and Island Park.

“Recognising the difficult times
parents are facing due to the price in-
crease of daily needs and the burden of
GST, we are contributing school uni-
forms to the children from several ar-
eas under the JKKK,” Rayer said.

It was a joyous occasion as the peo-
ple had a chance to mingle and get to
know each other and at the same time
talk to their elected representatives.

“This is part of the government’s
responsibilities. We want to ensure that

all the children are
provided for in their
quest for education.

difficulties in sending
their children to school, please come
to our service centres and we will try
out best to help them so that the chil-
dren can go to school. This is part of
the late YB Karpal’s initiative. He
started giving free uniforms back in
2009 when we took over the state gov-
ernment administration,” Rayer said.
Maliga, grandmother to 12-year-old
S. Luddmilla (pix) told Buletin

Maliga and her grandaughter Luddmilla beam happily
after receiving the free set of school uniforms from
Should any parent face Rayer and Ram.

Mutiara:”We heard about this free
uniform initiative because YB’s peo-
ple had given us a flyer which they
dropped door to door in Krystal
Heights.”

Luddmilla was pleased with her new
secondary school uniform as she is go-
ing to Form One in Convent Green
Lane next year after obtaining good
results in her UPSR examination.

the Karpal Singh
Learning Centre.”

Ramkarpal was at
the School Uniforms
Distribution Ceremo-
ny at the Japanese
Garden in Island
Glades which was or-
ganised jointly by his
office and Seri Delima
assemblymember RSN
Rayer.

Through the two of
them, 400 school chil-
dren from both pri-

TAWARAN PENGECUALIAN FAEDAH BAGI
SEMUA PEMINJAM PINJAMAN PENUNTUT

NEGERI PULAU PINANG

| Mulai 1 Oktober 2016 hingga
31 Disember 2016

mary and secondary
schools will have a
pair of new uniforms
for their 2017 school
year.

On Dec 10, Rayer
and Ramkarpal gave
297 pairs of uniforms
to school children
from JKKK Sungai
Gelugor, JKKK Bukit
Gelugor and JKKK
Lengkok Bawabh at the
Taman Tun Sardon
market complex.

bawah :
Alamat

Negeri Pulau Pinang
Tingkat 29, KOMTAR

10503 PULAU PINANG

Unit Pinjaman Penuntut
Bahagian Khidmat Pengurusan dan Kewangan
Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan

Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang menawarkan pengecualian faedah bagi
peminjam-peminjam yang bersetuju menyelesaikan keseluruhan baki
pinjaman atau tunggakan pinjaman secara sekaligus (Lump Sum).

Sebarang pertanyaan atau maklumat lanjut sila hubungi Pentadbiran ini seperti di

Telefon

Faks

Email

farahhanim@penang.gov.my
rizalazli@penang.gov.my
roos@penang.gov.my

04-6505165 /5391 / 5599/ 5627
04-2613453
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Penang Goes Orange well-received!

RECOGNISING the emerging trend of cyber violence
among young adults in Malaysia, Penang Women’s
Development Corporation (PWDC), partnering with
Women’s Centre for Change (WCC) Penang, organised
Penang Goes Orange (PGO) 2016, with the theme ‘Stop
Cyber Violence’. The well-received campaign was of-
ficially launched by Chief Minister of Penang, Lim Guan
Eng on Nov 25.

With the aim of getting public’s involvement,
PGO2016 organised talks in local colleges that reached
out to nearly 300 college students and lecturers. A month-
long social media contest was kicked-off, encouraging
public to upload photos that include oranges, as a re-
minder to stop cyber violence.

Penang Goes Orange Social Media Contest which
ended on 30th November has received more than 100
entries, 23 creative ones were selected and awarded with
cash prizes on 9th December 2016, during the closing
ceremony of the campaign. The closing ceremony of
the campaign was held in conjunction with “Penang
Goes Orange” Forum organised by Penang Island City
Council (MBPP), where a panel discussion on cyber
violence was organised with panellists including of
MBPP local councillor and police officer.

A total of 150 participants attended the forum, shar-
ing knowledge on ways to combat cyber violence, and
authorities to be contacted when facing risks in the
virtual world.

Cyber violence can be in the form of cyber sexting,
cyber harassment, cyber stalking, inappropriate video

Loh Cheng Kooi, Executlve D|rector of WCC
(from left); Ong Bee Leng, CEO of PWDC;
Abdul Malik Abul Kassim, ADUN Batu Maung;
Lim Guan Eng, the Chief Minister of Penang;
Chong Eng, Penang EXCO of Women, Family
and Community Development; and Chong
Beng Keok, Vice Chancellor of KDU Penang
at the launching ceremony.

calls and many other forms, which can affect anyone in
the society, ever since internet became an inseparable
necessity.

Through Penang Goes Orange 2016 campaign, the
precautions and steps to prevent cyber violence are be-
ing captured in a video, with the hope to get public at-
tention and educate the right ways to combat this phe-
nomenon. Till date, the campaign has reached out to
more than 10,000 people and counting. Public may view
the video on PWDC'’s YouTube channel, or check it out
at pwdc.org.my.

Projek Kita - GRPB approach that empowers community

GENDER Responsive and Participatory Budgeting
(GRPB) - The Penang Model — an unique budgeting
model by itself, combining both gender responsive
and participatory approaches, is gaining global peers’
recognition.

In the month of November, Penang Women’s
Development Corporation (PWDC), in collaboration
with Evaluation and Asset Management Department
of Penang Island City Council (MBPP) and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP), had provided op-
portunity to the residents of PPR Jalan Sungai and
PPR Ampangan to submit their own desired com-
munity project proposals through “Projek Kita” pro-
gramme.

As oppose to the traditional ‘top-down’ budgeting
process, GRPB is aimed to empower the people from
the grassroots level, to participate in the budget plan-
ning process.

“Projek Kita” aims to execute GRPB in a different
and creative way for the local communities living in
low-cost flats, by empowering them to initiate com-
munity development projects and apply for budget, to
make their dreams a reality.

Under “Projek Kita”, a total fund of RM20,000 is
made available to the local community to propose
initiatives. This programme is open to residents above
13 years old. Residents submitted and presented their
business and community development plans. A total
of 49 women and 18 men took part.

After intense lobbying, among those who obtained
fund allocation for their projects from PPR Jalan
Sungai is Pantas Niaga team on their ‘Next Pay’ pro-
ject. The other is Kristal team with their ‘Terapi lon
Detox’ project. Other projects which were also se-

YDP MPSP Datuk Maimunah (third from left),
ADUN Seberang Jaya Dr Afif Bahardindan
and Chief Executive Officer PWDC Ong Bee
Leng presented appreciation certificates
to local residents who took part in the
presentation session of Projek Kita.

lected were Topang Green proposal on selling produce
in wet market and Brigade Al-Muhahirin on Islamic
products.

As for those in PPR Ampangan, 5 out of 7 groups
presented obtained fund allocation, including Kumpu-
lan Seri Semarak with their Café Boutique which is a
joint venture project. The other groups were Kumpu-
lan Seroja, Setia Kawan, and Rumpun Hijau, and
Kumpulan Al-Haddad.

“Projek Kita” is out to prove that local community
can be empowered and able to take own initiatives if
given the opportunity. This may act as catalyst for
more community empowerment programmes to en-
able communities to step up and become economi-
cally independent.

The Power of Women’s VOICES

ON Nov 25, more than a hundred
people gathered at Black Kettle Café
for the VOICES 2016 Showcase. This
is a joint collaboration effort between
Penang Women’s Development Cor-
poration (PWDC) and George Town
Literary Festival 2016. VOICES
2016 is a unique writing programme
for women writers that bring to-
gether the elements of writing, gender
analysis and intersectionality. Plus,
it’s free!

This year’s featured writers were
Sharmilla Ganesan, Dhiyanah Has-
san, May Chong, Wan Phing, and
Michelle Yesudas. VOICES 2016
consists of two parts: a unique 2-day
gender awareness & writing work-
shop held on Nov 8 and 9 and the
Showcase Reading on Nov 25 where
the five women writers shared their
journeys through the brave telling of
their own stories.

At the workshop, PWDC with
Bernice Chauly (GTLF Festival Di-
rector) got the writers to dig deep and
access their personal voices. The
workshop proved to be both challeng-
ing and eye-opening for the partici-
pants. The discussions around gender,
intersectionality and privilege had
given the writers different lenses to
create art and literature. Interested
emerging writers can contact the of-
ficer in charge, Rubini M at rubini.
maheswaran@pwdc.org.my for more
information on 2017’s intake.

As an organization that works to
mainstream gender equality, PWDC
recognizes the critical role literature
plays in shaping our cultures and
realities. Unfortunately, there isn’t
enough layered narratives and repre-
sentation of women in popular litera-
ture. Many women, be it young or
old, grow up feeling that they do not
belong or feel like they need to con-
form to a specific type of mould to
qualify and validate their identities as
women. Women characters are often
very one dimensional, stereotypical
or just plain boring. The mother, the
victim, the wife etc. There is usually
just a single story for women.
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The dangers of the single story are
many but chief among them is that it
perpetuates stereotypes. These ste-
reotypes are not necessarily untrue,
but they are definitely not the whole
truth. They are incomplete, bits and
pieces of a larger story that is left
untold. These stereotypical single
stories are then told over and over
again, until they become the only
story, the only ‘truth’.

The VOICES program is de-
signed to challenge those ideas.
VOICES seeks to create layered
portrayals of women in literature,
beyond the current popular tropes
and stereotypical characterizations.
Through this programme, PWDC
hope to create a platform for women
writers to be featured on an interna-
tional platform and to create narra-
tives that foreground the various
lived realities of women; the differ-
ent lives they lead, their unique ex-
periences, their challenges, dreams
and ambition. This year’s theme,
“Woman [ Dream”, explores the
gaps between women’s aspirations
and their lived realities.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, the
famous Nigerian writer and also a
strong advocate for equality, said,
“Stories matter. Many stories matter.
Stories have been used to dispossess
and to malign, but stories can also be
used to empower and to humanize.
Stories can break the dignity of a
people, but stories can also repair that
broken dignity”

Just like Chimamanda, we at
PWDC, believe in the power of sto-
ries to empower, to humanize and
ultimately, to make change. In a
world which constantly seeks to si-
lence the opinions of women, polices
their choices, invalidates their dreams
and erases their realities, these stories
are told to defy the act of silencing
women. These stories inspire, move
and change us. These stories give
VOICES to women. The chapbook
that features the 5 stories from
VOICES Showcase is available at
Gerak Budaya Bookstore.

Dhiyanah Hassan (third from left) with other featured writers.
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Professor clarifies after mainstream media report

AN academician has clarified that he
was misquoted by the mainstream me-
dia over his comments on the recent
flooding in Penang.

“I was interviewed recently by a lo-
cal newspaper and despite giving my
totally professional opinion and apo-
litical stand, the reporter chose only to
use two of the more than 10 reasons
given by me for the recent series of
floods in Penang to hit out at the state
government,” Prof Chan Ngai Weng
from the School of Humanities, Uni-
versiti Sains Malaysia, said in an email
to Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng on
Nov 26.

He also extended his apologies to

Lim because the New Straits Times
reporter had misquoted him.

The report just pointed to two points,
namely hill-slope clearing and rapid
development.

”The report tarnished my name and
appeared that I was the one hitting out
at the Penang state government, which
was not the case. A friend called this
act ‘borrowing your knife to kill an-
other person’. Since I had my finger-
prints all over my own knife, I became
the guilty party while the reporter (and
his newspaper) who wrote the damag-
ing report got off scot-free,” Chan said.

“As a researcher who has studied
flood hazards for more than 40 years,

my objective account of these floods
are as follows.

“Malaysia (including Penang state),
is routinely affected by floods as the
country is exposed to monsoon winds
and experiences seasonal heavy rains.
Penang has the same wet Equatorial
climate as Malaysia, has vast tracts of
low-lying lands, is affected by high
tides because it is an island state, and
is highly urbanised with less than 10%
of the state still covered with forests.
Hence, Penang has always been a
flood-prone state in a flood-prone
country,” he explained.

“Climate change is a likely cause as
greater temperature extremes generate

greater storms,
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stronger monsoons
and heavier rains.
Climate change ex-
perts estimate that
wet areas in Malaysia
will be affected by
worse floods while
dry areas will be af-
fected by worse
droughts ,” Chan add-
ed.

Climate change is
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also expected to in-
crease sea level rise
from between 4.6 cm
to 11.9 cm. With such
devastating huge
floods in the other
states, the recent
floods in Penang are
very small in com-
parison. There was no
loss of life in the Pen-
ang floods, but many
lost their lives in the
Johor floods of 2006
and Kelantan floods
of 2014, Chan said.
Studies have
shown that if we
change the land use
from forest to urban,
the runoff will in-
crease more than 10
times (forest runoff
averages 10% to 20%
of total rainfall but
urban runoff averages
80% to 90%) render-
ing rivers unable to
cope with the huge
amount of runoff en-
Coonganiser tering them. These
T result in much of the
rain flowing on land
surfaces as runoff,
leading to floods.
This is the reason
why Kuala Lumpur

experiences flash floods every time it
rains heavily although surrounding
areas (with forest and vegetation) do
not flood, despite experiencing similar
rainfall.

Looking back, Chan said: “Such
severe flooding has occurred frequent-
ly in Penang since I first came here in
1985. Such flooding has not been ad-
dressed by the authorities because de-
velopment was always faster and given
more priority than prevention and
conservation, both by the previous and
current state governments. Hill-slope
development has certainly been one of
the many reasons that exposed the land
to rain splash erosion washing sedi-
ments into rivers, resulting in rivers
becoming shallow and reduced in
drainage capacities.”

One suggestion given by Chan was
on enforcement.

“Enforcement is very poor when it
comes to river conservation. Penang
certainly needs sustainable urban
drainage which is ecologically sound.
The USM engineering campus is built
on such a drainage system. Rainwater
is allowed to seep into the ground and
flows slowly to the river. This allows
the river plenty of time to drain away
excess rain water. The rainwater is also
filtered, giving stormwater better water
quality,” he said.

Finally, he said: “To reduce flooding
in the near future, we need to address
the human causes of flooding. Flood
management in Malaysia is still large-
ly dependent on structural measures
(e.g. building SMART Tunnel, dams,
embankments, retention ponds and
others).

“These do not solve the root causes
of flooding which are humans and their
activities. We need to put more empha-
sis on non-structural measures (e.g.
legislation/regulation and enforcement,
land use control, awareness and educa-
tion, flood disaster management and
flood warning, among others.”



Mutiara — O ESNAS] 17
New premium class coaches for tourists

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng was
guest of honour at the event to
launch a travel firm’s new premium
class coaches and online booking
services on Dec 5.

The chief minister, in his speech,
praised Sin Pen Travel, a company
with more than three decades of
experience in the tourism industry

“Sin Pen Travel has been con-
tributing to Penang’s tourism in-
dustry for 30 years. In 2016, Sin
Pen handled tours for a total 29,000
people where 20,000 were domestic
travellers,” Lim said.

According to Sin Pen Travel
director Goh Eng Boon, the com-
pany had invested RMS5 million on
10 premium coaches from Sweden
fully equipped with state-of-the-art
safety features.

Moreover, the company is also
taking things further by installing
an online ticket selling platform,

the first of its kind in Penang.

Despite the economic downturn
currently affecting the nation, Lim
is confident that tourism in Penang
will grow further and hence cush-
ion the ill effects that come with the
downturn.

“Tourism has experienced a
revolution in the past 50 years. In
1950, there were 25 rmillion inter-
national tourists. Today there are
around 1.2 billion people travelling
the world over. Penang’s services
sector contributed 49% to our GDP
in 2015 compared to manufactur-
ing’s 45%. With the opening of
Entopia Butterfly Farm, Escape
Theme Park, Penang Tech Dome,
Penang Hill and the latest RM250
million Penang Design Village,
tourism in Penang is set to grow,”
he said.

Also at the event was Komtar
assemblymember Teh Lai Heng and
Malaysia Chinese Tourists Asso-
ciation (MCTA) national chairman
Datuk Albert Tan.

Lim (seated) together with Goh (standing, centre) and Tan (right) having a closer look
at the interior of one of the new buses from Sweden.

Danger for residents of Hong Seng Estate

THE landowner of Hong Seng
Estate has been urged to sta-
bilise the slopes at Mount
Erskine on the edges of the 18
ha (45 acres) land located in a
hilly area.

State assemblymembers
Yap Soo Huey (Pulau Tikus)
and Cheah Kah Peng (Kebun
Bunga), who visited the site
on Nov 9 , said the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
had already issued a notice to
the land owner to rectify land-
slide issues for the safety of
the tenants.

Joining them were MBPP
building control director Yew
Tung Seang, M.E.I. Project
Engineers Sdn Bhd’s principal
Catherine Sim Siew Ping and
its senior engineer Law Chun
Teik.

Also present were TMA

Yap (I
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eft), Cheah (second from left) and Muhammad Rafiq (behind them) joining residents to
view the affected slope.

Mutiara Sdn Bhd’s Muham-
mad Rafiq Michael Abdullah.

“Right now, 12 houses near
the affected slopes are in im-
mediate danger and the coun-
cil has already issued notices
to the tenants to vacate the
premises due to the danger
posed,” Yap said.

Out of the 12 houses, three
are vacant and occupants of
two have already moved out,
leaving seven occupied hous-
es currently.

On Nov 7, the front porch
of one of the houses along the
slope collapsed onto the back
of another row of houses be-

low.

While there were no casual-
ties, Yap said the authorities
had moved in to temporarily
stabilise the slope and advised
residents living on and below
the slopes to move out as soon
as possible.

“Investigations by technical
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experts revealed that the
ground has become loose and
it was unsafe for the residents
to remain there,” she stressed.
The local authorities had
temporarily stabilised the
slopes since the landslide but
Yap said extensive long-term
work needed to be done.

“The landowner, Hong
Seng Estate Trustees, has been
issued a notice to conduct
works on the slope to ensure
the safety of the residents
here,” she said.

For now, the council is
monitoring the situation and if
the landowner does not move
in to start stabilisation works,
the council will do it.

The landowner has been
asked to propose works for
long term mitigation and sta-
bilisation for the site.

There are almost 600 hous-
es built haphazardly around
the hilly land, many of which
are on the hill slopes without
proper slope mitigation works.

Yap said the Hong Seng
Estate was set up in 1819 and
tenants started living there in
1896 but the houses there have
been built and rebuilt over the
years.

Yap added the slope is now
no longer “in the very high
danger” category.

However, it is no longer
safe to stay on the slope and it
is still necessary to monitor it
frequently.
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George Town Festival marking

its eighth

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by G. Revatic

GEORGE Town Festival 2017 is
making its comeback for the eighth
consecutive year and this time is set
to be from July 28 until Sept 3.

This time round, apart from the
usual practice of international shows,
a focus on Asean will also be in place
to nurture not only a sense of famili-
arity but also cosiness with our im-
mediate neighbours.

In planning to present a stronger
Malay programming in 2017, GTF
will include a showcase of tradition
and some near-vanishing Malay mu-
sic from all over Malaysia with the
assistance and collaboration with
expert bodies such as the National
Department for Culture and Arts
(JKKN), Universiti Sains Malaysia
(USM) and non-profit organisation
for arts performers, Pusaka.

year

“Here 1 would like to appeal to
local programmers and artistes to
come forward and share their ideas
for talks, performances and other
events which we can host at next
year’s festival,” GTF director Joe
Sidek said.

The spotlight would also be on
women and the contributions of the
fairer sex in 2017 through the intro-
duction of the special Weekend on
Women (WOW) programme which
would involve social activist Datin
Paduka Marina Mahathir in a TEDx-
style talk.

GTF has launched its “Call for
Proposals” since Oct 15 and as sub-
missions stream in, the team would
like to especially call for local groups
and individuals to submit proposals
via the official form available on
www.georgetownfestival.com by Jan
15, 2017, or get in touch with the
director personally.
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This year’s George Town Festival from July 29 until Aug 28 never for a moment
failed to capture the imagination of the youth.
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Fruitful ‘listening tour’ of

Air Itam

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

EXCO for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow on
Nov 28 described the “listening
tour” of Air Itam constituency
he conducted with assembly-
member Wong Hon Wai as fruit-
ful and beneficial.

“We managed to get the
views of residents to share their
problems and their wishes to
improve their community,” he
told the media after taking them
for a tour to five places in the Air
Itam neighbourhood,

Among the places visited
were Air Itam town, Sungai
Dondang, Risen Christ Church,
Kampung Shaik Madar and
Kampung Melayu flats.

Also present were Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
councillor Syerleena Abdul
Rashid and Department of Irri-
gation and Drainage North-East
District engineer Haslinda
Mohd. Hamran.

When visiting the MBPP
food court in Air Itam town,
Chow and Wong were informed
about the leaking roofs of the
building and the lighting and
fans which always break down.

Chow said the upgrading of
the food court is vital as it will
change the image of the build-
ing, which is a tourist attraction
for hawker food and other local
delicacies as it is situated in the
tourist belt of Air Itam.

“For the present moment, we
will start off with the repair of
the roof and amenities by next
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Yusof Ahmad praised Wong’s leadership as the assembly-

Wong (fifth from left) and Chow (sixth from left) meeting and greeting the residents of Air Itam.

year with an allocation of
RM200,000.

“The upgrading of the whole
building will follow soon when
funds are available,” he added.

During the visit to the nearby
MBPP public toilet, Chow hand-
ed over a voucher of RM200
each to two workers — K. Am-
balagan and Mohd Ismail Abdul
Latif - as a reward for their ef-
forts in helping to maintain the
facility.

For five years, from 2012 to
2016, the Air Itam MBPP public
toilet achieved five awards for
being the cleanest toilet under
the local council category.

Media members present were
also taken to view the collapsed
river bank at Sungai Dondang in
Jalan Lembah Ria where recon-

b

member helps them to solve many problems.

Mustaqim Daud.

the visit was to monitor the
river bank that collapsed during
the recent floods, while at Kam-
pung Melayu flats it was to view
the old mosque (surau) which
needs to be upgraded.

Meanwhile, Wong informed
that the recent flooding issues in
Air Itam happened when the
waters of two major rivers, Sun-
gai Dondang and Sungai Air
Itam, converge with each other.

Chow added that the state
allocated a sum of RM200,000
to tackle flood issues.

On his future plans for his
constituency, Wong said: “After
almost eight years as assembly-
member for Air Itam, I accept
that there are challenges, seeing
to the needs of Air Itam residents.

“However, I believe the
strength of the Pakatan Harapan
government which serves the
people, could be seen by the
residents here.”

Wong added the state govern-
ment will always try to improve
all amenities for the conveni-
ence of the people, regardless
of religion, gender and race.

The visitors looking at the Air tam Market toilet which is tout-
ed to be the cleanest in the state.

Non-Islamic Collection Fund
(RIBI) to the Risen Christ
Church in Jalan Air Itam.

At Kampung Shaik Madar,

struction work is in progress
along the river.

Chow also handed over a
RM?20,000 allocation under the

1

Discussing with the Department of Irrigation and Drainage to
solve the erosion problems at river banks.



Marking the

birthday of
Emperor of Japan

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng on Dec 1 attended the
birthday reception for the
Emperor of Japan, Emperor
Akihito at the E&O Hotel.
The exchange of the cer-
emonial toast between Lim
and Japanese consul-general
Kiyoshi Itoi was comple-
mented by the singing of the
national anthems of Malay-

sia and Japan which also
marked the close bond
shared between Penang and
Japan in the diplomatic
sphere.

Among those who were at
the function were members
of the honorary consul corps,
the who’s who in the busi-
ness community and mem-
bers of the Penang state
government that included
state exco members Chow
Kon Yeow (Local Govern-
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Japanese art on display outside the reception hall.

ment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation), Datuk Trade and Consumer Af-
Abdul Malik Abul Kassim fairs), Jelutong MP Jeff Ooi
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and Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council president Datuk
Maimunah Mohd Sharif.

MPSP Tower Run in
sports calendar

DESPITE the heavy downpour,
about 350 enthusiastic participants
from all walks of life successfully
completed the 4th MPSP Tower Run
on Dec 11.

They competed in six categories
- Men’s Open, Women’s Open, Boys’
Junior, Girls’ Junior, Men’s Veteran
and Women’s Veteran - covering
7km followed by 412 steps or 16
floors in total of the MPSP Tower.

Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) president Datuk Maimunah
Mohd Sharif, in her speech, empha-
sised the importance of such activi-
ties and was happy to note the con-
tinuity of the “MPSP Tower Run”
event in the coming years.

“This year onwards, the MPSP
Tower Run has been included in the
state government’s sports calendar
and, therefore, this sports event from
2016, will be an annual affair. This

Champion
W), 0

is in line with the intention of the
state government to inculcate a
cleaner, greener, safer and healthier
Penang,” she said.

“The encouraging response from
the public to this event reflects the
support and close cooperation to-
wards MPSP organised health-relat-
ed activities. It will fuel the enthusi-
asm of MPSP in organising more of
such events in future which would be
beneficial to everyone,” added Mai-
munah.

The winners of each category were
R. Ruburn Kummar (Men’s Open),
Khir Salleh (Men’s Veteran), G. Thi-
nan (Boys’ Junior), Teoh Kim Chyi
(Women’s Open), Tan Chin Fong
(Women'’s Veteran) and Thye Jia Wen
(Girls’ Junior).

They each received a trophy and
prize money amounting to RM500
each.

Maimunah
(right) present-
ing Teoh a mock
cheque as the
latter emerged
as the champion
in the Women’s
Open category.
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Wetland and solutions
to cleaner seas

PENANGITES may recall when the mainstream
media gave huge front page publicity about dirty
rivers and polluted seawater in 2014.Taking a
piece of negative news and turning it into a posi-
tive outcome is how exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation had handled the news.

Back in February 2014, Buletin Mutiara had
written that the Penang state exco had set up a task
force called the “River & Marine Pollution Task
force” to monitor rivers in the state.

The members were made up of several gov-
ernment agencies such as the (then) Penang Is-
land Municipal Council (MPPP), Seberang Pe-
rai Municipal Council (MPSP), Drainage and
Irrigation Department (DID), Department of
Environment (DOE), district offices, State Eco-
nomic Planning Unit, Public Works Department,
Fisheries Department and Veterinary Services
Department.

On Dec 13, Chow visited a project site in Batu
Feringghi with Bukit Bendera MP Zairil Khir
Johari, councillor Syerleena Rashid, DID state
director Sabri Abdul Mulok and district engineer
Haslinda Mohd. Hamran.

Chow was taken on a tour of the project to-
gether with members of the media.

The Malaysia and Penang flags on bamboo poles flying proud in

front of the Town Hall at the Esplanade.

Penang at its Chingay best

“Sea and river pollution in Batu Feringghi was
highlighted in the media in 2014. With a federal
allocation of RM?2.10 million, a wetland and bio-
drain project was implemented in Sungai Satu and
is now completed. From water quality of Class 4,
we are able to achieve Class 2 before releasing
water into the sea. This is Malaysia’s first project
using this technology. Syabas to the DID,” Chow
said.

The project involves the treatment of sewage
discharge. “Batu Ferringhi’s water quality is set
to improve when the RM10.85 million federal
project for beach nourishment and drainage outfall
is completed end of the year,” he added.

“Meanwhile, IWK has also upgraded the sew-
age treatment plant nearby so that effluent dis-
charged will not affect water quality here. Simi-
larly erosion at the beach and siltation at the river
mouth are also overcome by this project. I am
really thankful to all the officers and consultants
for completing the project,” he said.

In short, the project turns the sewage discharge
into treatment plant where clean and clear water
were discharged into the pond in the wetland for
further filtering before discharging into the sea.
The wetland will be a lovely nature spot with
water lilies, lotuses and other water plants.

i

s

ET Vi B SS SE

Children performing Chinese martial arts for the VIPs.

CHINGAY has been a tradition in Penang and the
annual parade attracts large crowds, and the parade
this year was no exception.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who was at the
festival on Dec 18, said: “This is what makes Penang
special. This is quintessential Penang because this
is the real Malaysian spirit. It is participated by all
races and enjoyed by all races.”

Although Chingay was originally a Chinese cul-
ture of balancing participants on huge bamboo flags,
in Penang the parade is made more muhibbah with
traditional Indian dances, Malay kompang troupe
and even Santa Claus joining in the merriment.

Over 30 Chingay teams, school marching bands,
dragon and lion dances troupes took part in the
3.5km parade from Jalan Gudwara to the Town Hall

er plants thriving and blooming in the treatment pond.

at Esplanade.

Locals and foreign tourists lined the streets and
were mesmerised by the drums, colours and multi-
racial performances.

The parade ended at the Town Hall and though it
was a Sunday night, huge crowds gathered as many
of them were tourists and visitors to Penang who
were on their holidays.
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Penang to be first cycllng state

Story by Chan Lilian

PENANG leads in good things. In
fact, we are even ahead of Singa-
pore!

Those words from Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng drew much
cheers and applause from a group
of people at the Town Hall where
they attended the launch of Penang
Bike Share System (BSS) on Dec
18.

“The much-awaited bike shar-
ing system is now available for the
people. When the council turned
into a city, the differentiation is the
availability of a BSS with a dedi-
cated lane for the whole island.
This has been carried out and so
far 24km of dedicated bike lanes
from Tanjong Tokong to the Pen-
ang Second Bridge is ready. By
2020, Penang will have 39km of
dedicated bike lanes and it will be
the first in Malaysia. It is not use-
ful if we have the BSS if we do not
have a dedicated bike lane. Both
must come together and operate
together,” Lim added.

The bike share system is a
public-owned and privately-man-
aged model.

Part of the cost of RM1.85 mil-
lion (90%) is from Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and the rest
from part private company Fast
Rent Bike.

“Today we witness the kick-off
of 60 LinkBike bicycles as an ini-
tial stage, where all 250 bicycles
will be ready by end of February
2017. The private company is re-
sponsible for the maintenance of
the system. To become an interna-
tional city, we must have interna-
tional standards and continue to
maintain the system for the future.
No other state has 250 bicycles.
Penang must be number one. That
is what we are proud of. Penang
will be the first bicycle state. This

HOW TO RENT A BIKE

(from left) Seh Guan, Bakthlar, Yew, the Chlef Minister’s wife Betty Chew, Lim and Ken Yeoh who is the founder of L|nkB|ke
docking their bicycles at GAMA bike station.

is something that is necessary to
differentiate between a municipal
council and city council,” Lim
said.

The Link Bike system is going
to be a huge paradigm shift in
urban mobility.

It will serve as a great alterna-
tive commute for the public as
well as tourists and offers a brand
new approach to travel around the
Unesco World Heritage city area.

The bike-sharing system aims
to tackle traffic congestion as well
as pollution and it will start with
the launch in George Town.

There will be a total of 25 sta-
tions strategically scattered
throughout the George Town area
and other places on Penang island.

Link Bike is the IoT (Internet
of Things) project from MBPP
which is designed to best serve the
community and the environment.

* RM2 for a 24-hour daily pass (payable via credit card)
* Charge for first 30 minutes of each ride is included in

the price of the pass.

* You can use any of the bikes for 24 hours.

* If a bike is kept out for more than 30 minutes, a RM1
fee will be imposed for every subsequent hour.

* To use the bike, download the LinkBike App at https://
play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.youon.malay-

siapublicbicycle.

* The bike is unlocked by QR Code scanned using your

smartphone.

Atthe launch, 60 happy cyclists
weaved through George Town’s
maze of roads and back lanes to
get from Town Hall to GAMA and
back.

They were led by MBPP Build-
ing Control Director Ar. Yew Tung
Seang, who was instrumental in
jumpstarting Penang’s cycling
lanes, and Datuk Dr. Lim Seh
Guan who provides a lot of helpful
advices to the state as he is an avid
cyclist who has travelled in many
cities around the world on bike.

Councillor Muhammad Bakh-
tiar Wan Chik, who is chairman of
MBPP Sustainable Transport
Committee, said: “I find cycling
on the shared pedestrian green
lane very smooth and easy to use.
I am pretty sure most people can
use it. One of the areas that we are
exploring is the use of back lanes
as a network to connect the city.

“Penang is different from other
cities in the sense that we are a
Unesco heritage site and most of
our roads and buildings are not
expandable. So, what we can do
is to make use of the available
back lanes and turn them into at-
tractive cycling lanes.” Bakthiar
also commented on the compari-
son with Singapore.

“In Singapore, it is different as
they have a good MRT network
with good public transport. They
are more recreational cyclists or
those using the bikes as the last
mile connection from stations to

their homes. However, Penang is
unique but we in MBPP will con-
tinue to brainstorm and work to-
gether with the cycling commu-

nity to plan the best and safest
ways for Penangites to commute
by bicycle in George Town and
beyond.”

There are bike stations near the iconic Komtar building at 1st
Avenue and Gama Supermarket where cyclists can pick up a
bike and cycle around George Town.

George Town provides cyclists a unique experience because
there is much to see, plenty to eat and most locations are
within cycling distance.




