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Greening B

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

MITIGATION works are going on at
Bukit Relau and members of the and
members of the press, NGOs and assem-
blymembers had a chance to view the
project up close.

On Jan 27, the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP), led by Mayor Datuk
Patahiyah Ismail and deputy director of
Engineering Department A. Rajendran,
took several assemblymembers from
Pakatan Harapan, NGO Penang Forum
members and media members up the hill.

Exco member for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow was also present.

He said that he had invited all the as-
semblymembers, including from Barisan
Nasional, but none of them turned up due
to work commitments.

“We have seven NGO members from
Penang Forum today and seven Pakatan
Harapan assemblymembers,” Chow said.

They were briefed by geo-technical
consultant Khoo Koon Tai on the mitiga-
tion works being carried out.

Up till now, 60% of mitigation works

have been completed.

The land owner, General Accomplish-
ment, was represented by project man-
ager Raziff Ahmad who told members of
the press that they spent about RM20
million for the mitigation works which
are set to be completed by June 2016.

“Some of the works done include ero-
sion sediment control plan with sediment
pond, cement lining drainage to reduce
erosion, a top to bottom method works
and grass will be planted using hydro-
seeding with addition of fibre mat,” Khoo
explained.

Dissatisfaction was brought up by
Batu Uban assemblymember Dr. T.
Jayabalan who lamented that the land-
owner and MBPP had not engaged him
in the project as there were complaints
from residents in the surrounding area.

Councillor Dr. Lim Mah Hui also
agreed with Dr. Jayabalan.

“We did not bring anyone up here
earlier because the condition was not safe
and hence, were not able to bring them
here. Our doors are always open,” Rajen-
dran quickly clarified.

On why they spent RM20 million on

ukit Relau

i

the mitigation project, Raziff said: “It is
to minimise the erosion on the hill, to
make it stable so that there won’t be
further damage.”

MBPP also revealed that court cases
are still going on at the Sessions Court
against General Accomplishment for

Media demonisation of Penang over hills
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With mitigation works under way, Bukit Relau is slowly regaining its green look.

http:www.facebook.com/buletinmutiara
http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng
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failing to stop work after notice given by
MBPP.

By June this year, Khoo said part of
the area will be green when the grass
grows while trees will be planted as
well to prevent erosion on the slope
surface.

IN refuting media reports on
Penang Forum’s dialogue with
state leaders on Jan 11, steering
committee member Datuk Dr.
Sharom Ahmat emailed to
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
on Jan 20 and said the dialogue
was excellent, constructive and
positive.

Media reports on Jan 13 had
headings like “Sarcasm flows
at forum’, claiming that the

“CM took a dig at Botak Hill
critics”’.

This was clarified to be un-
true.

“The fact that the CM was
willing to spend so much time
with a CSO (civil society or-
ganisation) on an issue of
concern speaks well of him and
the state government. He was
willing to involve two of our
members to interact and work

together with the state authori-
ties and this augurs well for the
development of Penang,” Shar-
om said. “Penang Forum is
sincerely grateful to the CM for
his willingness to listen to the
people and that we looked for-
ward to more such dialogues in
the future,” he added. How-
ever, none of what was said by
Sharom was reported by the
mainstream media.

Instead, the Barisan Nasion-
al-controlled press continues to
paint a false, negative and
distorted picture of the Penang
state government’s efforts to
protect the hills with sustaina-
ble development.

Lim voiced his disappoint-
ment in a press statement on
Jan 26.

“It is sad that the comments
made by NGOs which are

deemed favourable to the state
government are not even re-
ported or deliberately slanted
against us,” he said.

Such demonisation of the
Penang state government and
the Chief Minister by the main-
stream media has intensified
despite explanations and public
dialogues held between the
Penang Chief Minister and
NGOs.
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Malay Mail retracts
statement, apologises

ALOCAL English daily on Jan
25 unequivocally retracted
statements it made in an article
titled “Budget 2016: A kick in
the teeth for Pakatan” and
apologised to Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng.

In a press conference in
Komtar on Jan 25, Lim’s legal
adviser, Raja Syarafina Raja
Shuib, informed the press that
on Oct 29, 2015 on Page 16,
The Malay Mail had published
a letter from a reader named
Bob Ramli.

“There are serious allega-
tions in the said letter. Malay
Mail has retracted the state-
ments and made an apology to
the Chief Minister in today’s
edition,” Raja Syarafina told the press.

Part of the allegations are - Maybe he is disap-
pointed that the government did not include incen-
tives for drug lords, prostitution and illegal gambling
that are allegedly mushrooming in Penang.

Raja Syarafina showing to members of the press the article from Malay
Mail while Lim looks on.

Lim said: “The said article is an indirect attack at
the police as these matters are under their jurisdiction.
However, since Malay Mail has apologised, we will
not take any further action. At least Malay Mail is
better than BN owned media which never give me a
right of reply or even worse, distort what I said.”

buletini
yitisiara

No ‘new’ budget
for Penang

UNLIKE the federal government, there is no need
for Penang to recalibrate its 2016 budget.

“We will not recalibrate our Penang budget. This
is because we have no GST and we are not relying
on the GST. Our expected income is certain and
there is clarity. It is transparent and we have no
leakages,” Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said in
response to a question regarding the re-calibration
of Penang budget at a press conference in Komtar
on Jan 19.

“When there is no leakage, we do not need to
recalibrate our budget. For the Penang state we have
never submitted a supplementary budget. When you
submit a supplementary budget, it means that your
earlier calculation is wrong. Even though we submit
a deficit budget, we always record a surplus every
year,” he added.

“At the end of the year, Penang always records
a surplus which has been verified by the Auditor-
General. How do we get a surplus?

“There are two reasons. One is the land acquisi-
tion where we need to mark up the contingency cost
by about 25%. Say the land is RM100 million, we
need to budget for RM 125 million. The other im-
portant element is the open tender system. When
we do the estimates, we can save by 30-40% and
that’s how we have surpluses every year,” Lim said.

Rebranding homes, removing stigma

FOR most people, the first home is the
most precious — even if it is low-cost.

So how can it be named low?

That is the reason why Penang state
exco for Housing and Town & Country
Planning Jagdeep Singh on Jan 19 an-
nounced the rebranding of low-cost and
low-medium cost homes to affordable
homes type A and B.

Jagdeep thanked Datuk Halimah
Mohamed Sadique, the Deputy Minister
of the Urban Wellbeing, Housing and
Local Government Ministry, for initiating
a committee overseeing the execution of
decisions taken at the National Housing
Council meetings.

“This committee, known as Jawa-
tankuasa Pemantauan Pelaksanaan Kepu-
tusan Majlis Perumahan Negara, had its
inaugural meeting on Jan 18 and this
proved to be very eventful where several
pressing matters involving housing
throughout the country were discussed,”
Jagdeep said at a press conference in
Komtar.

“I wish to take this opportunity to
touch on one issue which clearly had a
positive outcome, namely, the acknowl-
edgment and agreement by the committee
that the term ‘low-cost’ and ‘low-medium
cost’ be rebranded. I had informed the
committee that the Penang state govern-

ment had been studying the said rebrand-
ing based primarily on the fact that the
word ‘low’ had a very negative connota-
tion and would bring about a stigma to
purchasers of such units.

“Further, it was noted that purchasers
of such units would inevitably be first
time home buyers and it would not be
proper to have such a connotation
through such a label being given to their
first roof over their head,” he said.

“This issue was raised by me during
the discussion on the suggestion that the
price range of such housing be increased
from the current RM42,000 to RM 65,000
for low- cost housing, and RM72,500 to
RM100,000 for low-medium cost hous-
ing. In principle, I had stated on behalf
of the Penang state government that we
will want to maintain the price of such
housing at RM42,000 and RM 72,500
respectively so as to cater to low income
applicants who cannot afford more ex-
pensive units. This issue will be brought
to the exco for further deliberation,” he
added.

Where Penang is concerned, housing
currently known as “low-cost” priced at
RM42 ,000 will now be known as afford-
able housing type A; “low-medium cost”
priced at RM72,500 will now be known
as affordable housing type B; affordable

Q.. @

Jagdeep showing to members of the press the guidelines for affordable housing.

housing priced at RM 150,000 will now
be known as affordable housing type C;
affordable housing priced at RM200,000
will now be known as affordable housing
type D; affordable housing priced at
RM300,000 will now be known as af-
fordable housing type E; and affordable
housing priced at RM400,000 will now
be known as affordable housing type F.

“It should be noted however that dur-
ing our discussions on the rebranding at
the Penang state level, it was noted that
there might be several legal implications

arising as a result of such a rebranding as
there were several statutes that referred
specifically to ‘low-cost” housing, which
may require amendment,” Jagdeep said.

He had raised this issue of these legal
implications at the meeting and the
Deputy Minister had agreed that this be
referred to a separate committee for con-
sideration.

Jagdeep also announced that new
registration forms for housing applicants
will be issued on Feb 1 which will incor-
porate all the categories A to F.
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Spring cleaning
the green way

CHINESE New Year is
a good time to do spring
cleaning - get rid of the
old and let the good luck
flow in.

The Penang Green
Council (PGC) has
taken the initiative to
collaborate with the
Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation of SJK (C) Pai
Chai, Penang Institute
and Bukit Panchor Vil-
lage Development and
Security Committee
(JKKK) to organise a
series of spring clean-
ing and recycling cam-
paigns just before the
Chinese New Year.

“The recycling cam-

paigns aim to collect |

used glass bottles (the
least popular recycla-
ble item collected by
recyclers) and house-
hold E-waste such as
computers, laptops,
refrigerators, air-condi-
tioners, washing ma-
chines, small house-
hold electronic appli-
ances, cameras, mobile

Good recycling habit starts from young.

English daily attacks Penang

to divert from Kedah crisis

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng rebutted a column in the NST
dated Jan 25 titled “Is Penang On Sale Now?” and pointed out
that it is a ploy to divert people’s attention from the current
political crisis in Kedah.

“Why did Penang get attacked and why did they dig up old
issues? We have explained many times that the land sold by
Pakatan Harapan is 35 times less than during Barisan Na-
sional’s administration. On top of that, Pakatan Harapan got
more in terms of profits from the sale,” Lim said.

“There are so many inaccurate facts in the NST report.
Penang gets a surplus every year since Pakatan Harapan took
over in 2008. To know if it is true, just look at the cash reserves.
At the end of 2014, the cash reserves stood at RM1456.03
million compared to Barisan Nasional’s administration in 2007
which was only RM847.45 million. The cash reserves in-
creased by RM690 million, or 72% in seven years, since Pa-
katan Harapan took over the administration of Penang,” Lim
added.

“Penang is a welfare state and we will not go bankrupt,” he
said. On a related issue, Lim suggested that the best solution
to the current Kedah political crisis is for the elected repre-
sentatives to resolve it in the state assembly.

“There should be a no-confidence motion. This is the best
solution. Let the assemblymembers decide as in accordance
with the constitution. This of course, depends on the Kedah
Mentri Besar. He needs at least 19 votes. Let it be tested in
the Kedah assembly.”

BE OUR COLLABORATION PARTNERS!

phones and etc. as

listed in scheduled waste. The improper
disposal of these wastes can lead to envi-
ronmental pollution and affects human
health,” Penang Green Council said in a
press statement issued on Jan 26.

The PIBG of SJK (C) Pai Chai has ini-
tiated this recycling programme to raise
funds for the school. The newly appointed
headmistress, Lee Hong Choo, is con-

cerned about environmental awareness
among her students on top of their aca-
demic performance.

The JKKK Bukit Panchor Recycling
Centre was launched in June 2014 and is
operated by the team led by Tang Kean
Poay.

For further queries, contact PGC at 04-
2503321 or email them at info@pgc.com.
my.

Batu Maung land for Hindu temple

THE Penang Hindu Endowment Board
(PHEB) has been entrusted to manage a
piece of land in Batu Maung approved by
the Penang state government to build a
Hindu temple.

The 5,000 sq. ft. land behind Southbay
in Queensbay was approved after an exco
meeting.

“Afew years ago, the assemblymember
for Batu Maung, Datuk Abdul Malik Kas-
sim, received a request from the Dewi Sri
Ruthra Maha Kaaliamman temple seeking
his help as development was taking place
at the current site. Through Datuk Malik’s

efforts and assistance, this piece of land
was approved and given as the new site
for the temple,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said in a press conference in Komtar
onlJan 19

Together with Lim was Deputy Chief
Minister II Prof. P. Ramasamy, Abdul
Malik, representatives of PHEB and the
temple committee members.

Ramasamy, who is PHEB chairman,
thanked the state government and assured
that the PHEB will oversee relocation of
the Dewi Sri Ruthra Maha Kaaliamman
temple to the new site.

Environmental Education Programs by
Penang Green Council

(1) Green Camp (9-12 years old) - 1 day*

(2) Environmental Workshops - half day**
- Water Science Workshop (8-10 years old)
- Junior Green camp (5-6 years old)
- “Buy & Throw?” Consumerism Thinking Cap
(9 -12 years old)

Programs are available in English, Malay and
Chinese Languages

Deadline for application: 15 Feb 2015

~ For more information,
please contact us: 04-2503322
Or email: info@pgc.com.my
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New umbrellas
for our trishaws

Law (wearing black trousers) and Tan helping to install a new umbrella onto a trishaw.

MORE than 30 trishaws which ply the route
within the George Town heritage zone were
equipped with new umbrellas on Jan 10 in
a simple ceremony which was attended by
state exco member for Tourism Develop-
ment and Culture Danny Law.

The umbrellas were sponsored by Lu-
minex as part of the company’s corporate
social responsibility programme and as
early as 7.30am, the trishaw riders have
assembled in front of RHB Bank along
Beach Street for the ceremony.

According to Law, the state government
is keen to look into ways and means to
improve upon the livelihood of the trishaw
riders, who remain the poorest and most
destitute members of society.

“Since 2008 when we first took over the
administration of Penang, the state gov-
ernment had spent around RM1,000,000
to improve on the physical conditions of
our trishaws in the state as well as to pro-
vide some form of stipend for the riders
which amount to RM100 per month,” he

said.

“The biggest problem remains that these
trishaw riders are from very destitute back-
grounds. Some were abandoned by their
families while some are seeking a liveli-
hood in Penang because they have done
something wrong in their hometowns else-
where. The trishaws belong to 3 poorly run
organisations while some are privately
owned. Without a proper reorganisation and
with the constant squabbling among the 3
organisations, we can hardly reach out to
them in an efficient manner to settle long
term problems,” continued Law.

Maintenance work which have been done
on the trishaws include the installation of
LED lights, repainting, changing of new
wheels, mud guard and even the provision
of proper uniforms to the trishaw riders at
one stage. There are currently 140 trishaws
in the George Town area while another 30
are active in Batu Feringghi.

Also present was Luminex managing
director Tan Kean Boon.

uletin
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AROUND TOWN

CNY TREAT

TAGS Spine and Joint Specialists Penang is offering free
consultation, ang pow and mystery gifts to visitors in con-
junction with Chinese New Year until Feb 29 at its prem-
ises at 73-2-2, The One, Jalan Mahsuri, in Bayan Lepas.
Details, call 012-7713599.

DISPLAY OF LIGHTS

THE Kek Lok Si Temple is a crowd puller and famous
tourist attraction, especially during the Chinese New Year.
Devotees from far and near flock to this 125-year-old tem-
ple for its annual display which showcases more than 10,000
lights. Call Kek Lok Si Temple at 04 828 3317 for details.

PENANG HOT AIR BALLOON FIESTA 2016
THE Penang Hot Air Balloon Fiesta will see 15 hot air
balloons by international and local balloonists over the
two-day festival, together with family activities, creative
workshops and more. The fiesta will be held at Padang Polo
on Feb 9 — 10. For more details, contact the organiser:
Penang State Government & Penang Global Tourism at
04-264 3456 or email: info@penangglobaltourism.com

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

NEX 2016 Penang Leadership Conference will be held on
March 10 to 12. Organised by Livingstone House of Learn-
ing, the conference is aimed

at encouraging management and corporate leaders to em-
brace thought leadership as a strategy for growth. Registra-
tion can be done through their website nexpenang.my or
call 04-2282163.

WCC SERVICES

THE Women’s Centre for Chnage (WCC) at 241, Jalan
Burma provides free and confidential services such as
counselling and legal advice to women in crisis. For details,
email wec@weccpenang.org or call 04-2280342.

LAUNDRY SERVICE

NEED help with your laundry? Then come to Kedai OKU
Dobi Pulau Pinang, Opposite Pacific Bakery, Unit 2B-104,
Phase 2, Ground Floor No 8, Konkos Satu, Komtar (Tel:
014-7555955). Their speciality services include dry clean-
ing suits, sweaters and gowns, air-washing tudung and
dresses and disinfecting your baby’s toys. The laundrette
is managed by single mothers and disabled.

FREE COURSES

BRAHMA KUMARIS is conducting free courses in Posi-
tive Thinking, Stress-Free Living,

Inner Leadership etc. For details contact 2288209/013-
4301229 (P Tikus) and 019-4152639

(Bayan Baru).

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

GET your website questions answered when you attend
Redbox Studio’s free Tech Tuesday sessions every Tuesday
at Complex USM. Book your session at or call Krista (016
451 9193).www.redboxstudio.com/tech-tuesday

ENGLISH CLASS

BRITISH Council is now organising a part-time English
course for adults who want greater flexibility in learning
English. For details, call 04-2630330 or email penang@
britishcouncil.org.my



Fiery Chinese New
Year festival

Story and pix by Amanda Khong

THE annual Penang Ban Ka Lan Snake Temple
Festival is back for its fourth edition and it has
an exciting line-up of activities for visitors of
all ages.

The festival will take place on Feb 12 from

Spm till midnight at the Snake Temple in _;

Bayan Lepas.

Penang state exco member for Tourism §fe

Development and Culture Danny Law Heng
Kiang held a press conference regarding this
event on Jan 14 at the Snake Temple.

“I am proud to say that Penang is the state
that has the most events during festive celebra-
tions. I hope that all Penangites can come back

home to celebrate Chinese New Year,” said Law.
This year, the festival will revolve around the
theme of the monkey and five elements of fire,

water, earth, wood and gold.

There will be a Shanghai acrobatic performance,
a carriage exhibition, cultural dance, drum perfor-

mances and more.

The main attraction of the night will be the flame

The five element monkeys havmg some fun with the
media.

watching ceremony which will take place on the
main stage at 11pm.

Law added that another event worth taking notice
of in Penang is the 18,000 lanterns that were just
recently put up along Jalan Raja Uda in conjunction
with Chinese New Year.

This festival is co-organised by Penang state
government, Hokkien Kongsi, Penang and Snake
Temple Area Residents Committee.

Nights full of lanterns

PENANG will be having its
very first Chinese New Year
Lantern Festival from Feb
8 to 22 at the Esplanade.

Tanjong MP Ng Wei Aik
held a press conference on
Jan 7 at Beach Street re-
garding this festival.

The Lebuh Chulia Vil-
lage Development and
Security Committee
(JKKK) is organising this
festival as a special effort
to bring in new elements
for Penang during Chinese
New Year (CNY).

“This lantern festival is
very common in China and
Taiwan so I wanted to let
the public enjoy this beau-
tiful view in Penang as
well. There will be a main
lantern amidst all the other
lanterns which will be 20
feet tall,” said Ng.

Also present during the
press conference were
Penang Chinese New Year

Celebration (PGCNY) pro-
gramme coordinators,
Wong Kee Sheng and Por
Wing Xing.

This festival will be
held for 15 nights from
7pm till midnight every
day.

There will be at least
some 40 ready-made lan-
terns with 25 different
themes on display during
the festival.

There will be a CNY
Lantern Making Competi-
tion at Occupy Beach
Street in front of OCBC
Bank on Jan 31 from
8.30am onwards.

The competition is
strictly for children aged
between 4 to 12 years old
only.

Children who join that
competition might also
stand a chance to see their
lanterns up on display dur-
ing the festival.
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Worried CM’s dengue advice

Story by Amanda Khong
Pix by Law Suun Ting

DENGUE has claimed six lives
so far this year in Penang, com-
pared to the two in the same
period last year.

In a statement on Feb 2,
Health, Rural Development and
Agriculture and Agro-Based
Industry exco Dr. Afif Bahardin
said there were a total of 727
reported dengue cases as of Jan
30 compared to 587 for the same
period in 2015, which is an in-
crease of 140 cases or 23.85%.

Currently there are four epi-
demic areas in Seberang Perai
which are Jalan Kota Permai,
Taman Sri Janggus (Block Al-
AS5 and Terrace) in Central Se-
berang Perai and Valdor Village
in Southern Seberang Perai.

On the other hand, Penang
island only has one epidemic
area which is in Taman Seri

Prosthetic leg for senior citizen

Lim (left) and Afif (right) offeri

shares more about his son.
Hijau.

There is currently one hotspot
on Penang Island which is in
Taman Seri Damai and another
hotspot is at the Ampang Jajar
Apartment in Northern Se-
berang Perai.

Earlier on Jan 20, Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng visited the

ng their condolences as Ismail

family of dengue victim, Mu-
hamad Yusof Ismail, at their
house in Jalan Kampung Jawa
Baru.

The victim’s father, Ismail
Samsuddin, 50, is a Public
Works Department (JKR) driver
and has six children.

Muhamad Yusof was his fifth

IT was a good beginning to 2016 for
Aziz Naina Mohamed, 78, when he
received a fully sponsored prosthetic
leg on Jan 15 at his house on Jalan
P.Ramlee.

The below-knee prosthetic leg cost
RM3.,950 and is fully sponsored by
Datuk Keramat’s assemblymember,
Jagdeep Singh.

“In my constituency there are cur-
rently two people who are in need of
a prosthetic leg and Mr. Aziz is one
of them. I fully sponsored this using
my constituency funds with hope that
it will help Mr. Aziz with his daily

life and mobility,” said Jagdeep.

Aziz lost his left leg back in 2012
due to a serious infection he had on
his toe during the floods.

He underwent two minor surgeries
to amputate part of his feet before
ultimately having to undergo a major
surgery to amputate his left leg from
knee down to stop the infection from
spreading any further.

Aziz was all smiles when Jagdeep
personally helped put on the brand
new prosthetic leg for him and ex-
pressed his gratitude to the assembly-
member.

child and had just started his
secondary school in SMK West-
land.

“He was very active even
with his fever. He did not show
any symptoms at all. He still had
his appetite when we went to
visit our relatives,” said Ismail.

Ismail added that his son was
admitted into Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) at the Penang Gen-
eral Hospital on Jan 6 after no-
ticing that he was acting unu-
sual and his speech was garbled.

Muhamad Yusof passed away
on Jan 7.

“I’m here today to give a to-
ken of support to the family as
well as raise awareness to the
public about the serious issue of
dengue. You never know who
will be the next victim. It can be
me, it can be you or anyone else
so I ask the public to please take
extra care of cleanliness and do
take preventive measures,” said

it
-

Aziz (Ie) happy to have receive his leg aftr SO many years and expressing
this gratitude to Jagdeep (centre).

Lim.

Also present during the visit
was Dr. Afif and Komtar assem-
blymember Teh Lai Heng.

“I ask the public to be more
proactive in preventing these
dengue cases by just taking a
few simple preventive meas-
ures. Just make sure there are no
water puddles for any potential
breeding ground,” Dr Afif said.

“Using vaporisers, mosquito
coils or insecticide sprays in the
house within the time period of
6am-8am and 6pm to 8pm is
advisable because these are the
times where mosquitoes are
most active. Also use mosquito
repellents if you tend to be out-
doors a lot,” he added.

Dr Afif said that wearing long
sleeves and bright clothes de-
creases the chances of attracting
mosquitoes when outdoors.

The family received RM500
as a token of support from Lim.
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DESTROY AEDES BEFOREIT )

Don’t just read, ACT NOW!

#- Spend 10 minutes of each week to search and destroy all

potential Aedes breeding places inside and outside your house.

»- Seek immediate medical care if you or any of your family

members are unwell.

HEALTH PROMOTION UNIT, PENANG STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT

www.infosihat.gov.my | www.myhealth.gov.my | www.moh.gov.my



Aid for fire victims

Lim (seated Ieft) consoling Rosshma (seated second left). Looking on are Rashid (fourth from left) and Idris

(third from left).

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on Jan 22 visited Ross-
hina Abdul Latif, who lost her husband, Nazri Zainal
Abidin, 29, and three month-old daughter Damai Ul-
ayyah Salsabiah in a fire.

While consoling the grieving widow, Lim also gave
Rosshina financial aid of RM4,000 at Masjid Magbul,
Teluk Kumbar.

Nazri and his daughter died in the fire that razed three
houses along Lintang Kampung Masjid in Teluk Kumbar
at about 2am on Jan 21.

“We will also help the three affected families to obtain
RMS5.,000 each from the TYT Disaster Fund,” he told
reporters present.

Joining the Chief Minister during his visit was Dep-
uty Chief Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon, exco

for Welfare, Caring Society & Environment Phee Boon
Poh and religious chief (kariah masjid) of Masjid
Magbul, Teluk Kumbar, Datuk Prof. Idris Salleh.

Meanwhile, Phee said: “We will offer low-medium
cost homes in the Teluk Kumbar area to the victims im-
mediately. I will look for low-cost flats for them in case
they cannot afford the other ones.”

The families are temporarily being housed at the
Gertak Sanggul community hall, with the essential items
provided by the state government.

Rosshina, who suffered burns on her hands, arms,
back and head, said she realised the house was on fire
when she woke up to prepare milk for her baby.

“My husband was very hardworking. He was working
as an engineer in Kulim, Kedah and when he came back
at night, he would sell burgers outside our house until
almost midnight to earn extra money,” the former res-
taurant manager added.

MBPP gets tough
with illegal signage

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) through its Advertisement and
Enforcement Unit removed more than
450,000 signage put up illegally through-
out 2015.

MBPP councillor Ong Ah Teong said
from the total, 113, 218 were banners,
illegal money lenders posters (120,648),
107,214 normal posters and others.

“This number does not include no-
tices for violations, which recorded 547
cases last year. Every notice issued car-
ries a fine of RM250, which amounted
to a total collection of RM136, 750.

“So far this year, a total of 92 com-
pounds have been issued, with a collec-
tion of RM23,000,” he added at a press
conference held at the council’s office
at the Esplanade ground.

Among those present were MBPP
councillors Joseph Ng Soon Siang, Goh
Choon Keong and Teoh Koon Gee.

In a related development, MBPP en-
forcement officers removed six illegal
posters in the north-east district involv-
ing advertisement using false permits.

“For the most recent case, the council
managed to remove an advertisement
with an illegal permit printed on it.

“The council only issues a stick-on
permit, and not one printed on the ad-
vertisement.

“For this offence, MBPP will issue a
compound of RM250 each for the adver-
tisement scroll, issue a show-cause letter
and the advertisement licence of the
company will be suspended for six
months,” Ong added.

BORANG;BORANG BOLEH
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Tabung Usahawan Tani Muda
merupakan program skim
mikro kredit oleh Kerajaan
Negeri Pulau Pinang yang
menawarkan pinjaman tanpa
faedah berjumlah RMS,000
bagi membantu usahawan-
usahawan tani di negeri ini
memperkembangkan perusa-
haan masing-masing.

Antara penerima skim
Tabung Usahawan Tani Muda
yang berjaya dan cemerlang
ialah Muhammad Hashim
yang mengusahakan tanaman
sayur-sayuran di Daerah Se-
berang Perai Tengah (SPT);
Mohd. Salmee Ismail (pena-
naman sayur-sayuran, Daerah
SPT) dan Khairul Nizam Mat
Taib (penternakan ayam piru,
Daerah Seberang Perai Utara,
SPU).

Daftarlah sekarang!!



Story by Amanda Khong
Pix by Alissala Thian

TWO national paralympic
athletes under the Penang
Handicapped Sports and Rec-
reation Association (Pesron)
who did the state proud at the
recently concluded Para Asean
Games 2016 in Singapore were
given incentives by the Penang
state government.

State exco member for
Youth and Sports, Women,
Family and Community Devel-
opment Chong Eng was pre-
sent at the Penang State Sports
Victory Scheme (Skimas)
ceremony on Jan 19 at Komtar.

Also present was Frederick
Tan, director of Penang Sports
Council, and representatives
from Pesron.

“It is good to see that these
athletes with disabilities are
overcoming their weaknesses
and showing us their strength
instead. This provides hope to

A complete set of three colours for Muhammad Hairul.

the parents of children with
disabilities,” said Chong Eng.

Swimmer Yoong Chung
Wei, who won two golds and
six silvers, received RM?2,000
whereas tenpin bowling ath-
lete Muhamad Hairul Miran

who won a gold, silver and
bronze received RM333.
“This is my personal best
achievement in my 10 years of
swimming. I would like to
encourage young handicapped
children to take up sports as

Yoong -V\-Iith his eight medals.

well. I will even personally
help if it is swimming,” said
Yoong happily.

Yoong also set a new Para
Asean Games record in the
Men’s 200 Individual Medley
event where he clocked in

2:41:70 to win the gold medal.

Muhammad Hairul lost his
sight during an accident in-
volving chemicals in 2002
whereas Yoong is autistic from
young and has a learning dis-
order.

PSG team calls on the Chief Minister

Lim (right) exchanging pleasantries with his guests from PSG.

The Programmable Solutions Group team (PSG) called
on Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng at his office in
Komtar on Jan 20.

The group comprised its corporate vice-president,
Dan McNamara, vice-president of operations & engi-
neering, John Sakamoto, vice-president of engineer-
ing, Brad Home, vice-president of human resource,
Hugh Atkinson, vice-president of engineering, SK
Fong and vice-president of Operations and Engineer-
ing, Datuk Mohd Sofi Osman.

Also present were investPenang general manager
Loo Lee Lian.

PSG is the new Intel business unit, after its acquisi-
tion of Altera Corporation, a provider of field-pro-

grammable gate array (FPGA) technology.

Lim thanked the group for having invested in Pen-
ang, which has helped the state in its value chain.

Meanwhile, McNamara said that PSG will continue
to expand its R&D operations in the state.

At a press conference later, PSG made a contribution
of RM450,000 to the Penang Tech Dome project. The
project, an initiative by the Penang Science Cluster, is
to create a hub for technology learning and exchange
of ideas.

It will be a vehicle for improving scientific literacy
and technology ability in Malaysia.

Costing RM25 million, the project is scheduled to
be completed and opened by mid 2016.

Octopus bridge
completion by mid-2016

CONSTRUCTION of the Komtar Octopus pedestrian
bridge resumed on Jan 11 after utilities work were
completed.

Penang Island City Council (MBPP) deputy direc-
tor of engineering A. Rajendran said the construction
work which involves among others the installation of
four arms on the road and installation of escalators is
expected to be completed by July or August.

He said this at a press conference on Jan 14 at
Komtar with Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, Komtar

assemblymember Teh Lai Heng and LSB Architects
& Planning Consultants’ Ooi Hock Yang.

Also present were Lim’s political secretary Wong
Hon Wai and PBA (Penang) general manager Datuk
Jaseni Maidinsa.

The upgrading of the bridge, costing RM6 million
will facilitate pedestrian movement to Komtar Walk,
Jalan Lim Chwee Leong, Jalan Loh Tai Khee and
Jalan Burmah.

Meanwhile, Teh said residents in the George Town
area had been voicing their concerns to him about the
slow progress in the completion of the pedestrian
bridge.

“The construction hit a small snag as the utilities
company responsible had to shift the piping and cables
concerned,” he added.

Teh said the pedestrian bridge was built in 1993 at
a cost of RM1.25 million.

In May 2013, after public feedback was collected,
the state government decided to upgrade the bridge as
its access corridors were not safe, with cases of snatch
thefts being recorded.



Welcoming the monkey in

Event: Kek Lok Si Display of Lights
Date: Feb 7-22

Venue: Kek Lok Si Temple
Description: Temple of Supreme Bliss
in the Hokkien Dialect, the Kek Lok Si
Temple is a crowd puller and famous
tourist attraction, especially during the
Chinese New Year. Devotees from far
and near flock to this 125-year-old
temple for its annual lighting display
which showcases more than 10,000
lights. It is believed this act of faith
will bring them peace, luck and pros-
perity.

Info: +604 828 3317 (Kek Lok Si Tem-
ple)

Event:The Chief Minister Chinese
New Year Open House

Date: Feb 8

Time: 10am — 12.30pm

Venue: SPICE Arena

Description: Chinese New Year is cel-
ebrated on the first day of the lunar
calendar with each year ushering in a
zodiac animal ruling sign. The 2016 is
the year of the Monkey. Celebration
usually starts on the eve when family
members gather for a Reunion Dinner.
This is followed by having an open
house for family and friends to visit
one another and give Ang Pows. Lion
dances are also performed to welcome
auspiciousness into the household and
workplace. Every year, the Penang
Chief Minister will organise a Chinese
New Year Open House on the first day
at the SPICE arena and invite the pub-
lic to join in the celebration. This also
allows tourists and foreign visitors to
experience how the festival is celebrat-
ed in Penang and Malaysia.

Info: www.visitpenang.gov.my

Event: Penang Hot Air Balloon Fiesta
2016

Date: Feb 9 & 10

Time: 7am — 9.30pm

Venue: Padang Polo Penang
Description: A one-of-a-kind event
where it’s the only hot air balloon fes-
tival organised on an island in Malaysia.
The Penang Hot Air Balloon Fiesta will
see 15 hot air balloons by international
and local balloonists over the two-day
festival. Aside from balloon displays,
there’ll be ‘night glow’ shows, free fly-
ing balloons and ‘cold inflation’ activ-
ity where anyone can walk into a bal-
loon envelope filled with cold air while
it lies on the ground. Additionally, there
will be family-friendly activities, crea-
tive workshops and many more!

Info: www.penanghotairballoonfiesta

Event: Snake Temple Celebration
Date: Feb 12

Venue: Snake Temple (Ban Ka Lan)
Description: The ‘Fire Watching’ cere-
mony is a traditional ceremony to pre-
dict the economy outlook in Penang.
This special prayer is also conducted to
commemorate the birthday of Cheng
Chooi Chor Soo Kong Deity of the
temple which falls on 13 February. The
ceremony is an annual event that attracts
dedicated devotees not only from Pen-
ang but also Indonesia and Thailand to
this famous Snake Temple which was
formerly known as Ban Ka Lan in Hok-
kien. Besides the Fire Watching cere-
mony, devotees and visitors will also be
entertained by various cultural dances,
food stalls, exhibitions and exciting
performances.

Info: +604 262 0202 / +6012 433 1918
(Hokkien Kongsi)

Event: Penang Chinese
New Year Celebration
Date: Feb 13

Time: 4pm — 12am
Venue: Heritage Zone of
George Town
Description: Every year
during the Chinese New
Year, the public look for-
ward to the State’s an-
nual Chinese New Year
event — Penang Chinese
New Year Celebration. It
has become a norm for
Penangites to take to the
streets and soak in the
festive mood throughout the island with
friends and family. There are abundant
fun and interesting activities during the
Penang Chinese New Year Celebration
this year. Not only would you be able to
visit the ancient ancestral temples of dif-
ferent clans, you can also experience
traditional and cultural games as well as
lively performances. There will also be
mouth-watering street food and tantalis-
ing treats along the streets.

Info: www.facebook.com/pgcnycelebra-
tion

Event: Jade Emperor’s Birthday

Date: Feb 15

Time: 8pm onwards

Venue: Chew Jetty

Description: The 9th day of Chinese of
Chinese New Year, also known as Ti Kong
Seh in Hokkien (Jade Emperor God’s
Birthday), is celebrated on a grand scale by
the Hokkien clan to commemorate their
forefathers escape in ancient China. This
day is also the first day of Hokkien New
Year. At the stroke of midnight, prayers are
performed with much gaiety where food,

fruits, liquor and sugarcane stalks are of-
fered to the Jade Emperor God. Also in
conjunction with this celebration, there will
be a variety of Chinese cultural perfor-
mances as well as fireworks display at
midnight.

Info: +604 250 1522

Event: Chap Goh Meh Celebration
Date: Feb 22

Time: 7pm — 11pm (Fireworks display at
11pm)

Venue: Esplanade

Description: Chap Goh Meh is celebrated
on the 15th night of the Lunar New Year,
and it’s also known as the Chinese Valen-
tine’s Day. On this night, with the full moon
shining down, young ladies of marrying
age venture out to popular sea promenades
to throw oranges into the sea, wishing for
a good soul mate. The Penang State Gov-
ernment will be organising a celebration on
Chap Goh Meh featuring delicious Penang
street food as well as games, performances,
Baba Nyonya cultural show and a grand
fireworks display.

Info: www.visitpenang.gov.my
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Chinese delegation calls on Lim

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
received Du Yuxin, the chair-
man of the Heilongjiang Provin-
cial Committee of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) during the
latter’s courtesy visit on Dec 22,
2015 at the E & O Hotel.
During their open-door dis-
cussion which was covered by
the local media, Lim expressed
his desire for more cultural ex-
changes and increased trade ties
between Heilongjiang province
in northeast China and Penang.

“Although Penang and Hei- Lim presenting Du with a souvenir - the iconic Penang trishaw.

longjiang are separated by a vast

distance, I am sure we can es-

tablish strong links since both territories have a very
rich history especially our exposure to foreign coun-
tries,” Lim said in his speech.

“For a start, we will look into how we can forge our
ties as a friendship state and organise joint activities to
promote closer cooperation such as annual cultural
events in Penang and Heilongjiang,” Lim added.

Other Penang representatives who were present in-
cluded Lim’s political secretary Wong Hon Wai as well
as exco members Chong Eng (Youth & Sports, Women,
Family and Community Development) and Danny Law
(Tourism Development and Culture).

Du, on his part, remarked on the ties between Penang
and Heilongjiang which dates back to the 1910s, when
a Penang-born doctor by the name of Goh Lean Tuck

played a pivotal role in fighting the pneumonic plague
epidemic between 1910 and 1911 in Manchuria (as
Heilongjiang was known at the time) and founded the
Chinese Medical Association.

“It is my sincere wish that the spirit of Dr. Goh Lean
Tuck will live on and strengthen the foundations of our
bilateral ties with Penang. Furthermore, the vast differ-
ence in the climate between our two territories, Hei-
longjiang which is bitterly cold and Penang warm and
humid throughout the year, would pave the way for the
development of tourism,” Du said.

Du’s entourage included the director of the Heilongji-
ang agricultural committee Wang Zhonglin, Heilongji-
ang province external affairs director Liu Huaichen and
Tian Ye, who’s the director of Harbin Medical Univer-
sity cardiac department.

RIDE.&SIGH I 2016

on 10th April 2016
time 7am - 12noon
at Strait Quay, Penang

To Register, log on www.snh.org.my
For more info, Call 04-229 0800

Jointly organized by

=S,

S Nicholas'Home, Perang

supported by

All set for Penang Hot
Air Balloon Fiesta

Ooi (right) explaining to the press the
revised traffic flow during the event.

THE much anticipated Penang Hot Air
Balloon Fiesta is back for its second con-
secutive year for 2016 and Penangites and
visitors to Penang can have loads of fun
on Feb 9 & 10 at the Padang Polo grounds.

Announcing this on Jan 19 was Penang
Global Tourism (PGT) chief executive
officer (CEO) Ooi Chok Yan together with
other co-organisers that included Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) director of
Management Services Mohamed Akbar
Mustapha and AKA Balloons CEO Izzati
Khairudin.

According to the organisers and the
press statement released by them during
the press conference, a number of meas-
ures have been planned and will be imple-
mented to ensure the safety of the public
during the two-day event.

“To handle the heavy traffic flow on
those two days, officials will be strategi-
cally placed around the routes close to
Padang Polo. There will be 25 Rela, 35
MBPP and 40 police personnel on duty
each day. For public safety, there will be
a mobile police base stationed at the event
venue. There will also be a traffic secre-
tariat booth placed at the venue to closely
monitor and coordinate the traffic situa-
tion throughout the event,” Ooi told the
media.

The same event last year attracted a
total of 100,000 visitors and as such, me-
ticulous planning is being undertaken by
the authorities to ensure no untoward in-
cident takes place.

For ease of parking throughout the du-
ration of the event, shuttle buses will be
provided from three different points on the
island, namely from the jetty, Tesco Tan-
jung Tokong and Queensbay Mall to Pa-
dang Polo.
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Bicycle lanes befitting an international city

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

UP to 3,000 cyclists were all geared
up for the City Ride 2 Programme on
Jan 3 in which they will cover the 43
km route from the Esplanade to Teluk
Bahang and back to the Esplanade.

There wasn’t a slightest doubt about
the cyclists’ excitement and enthusi-
asm for the physically demanding
endeavour, but what really raised their
adrenaline to unexpected levels was
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng’s an-
nouncement in his officiating speech
that Penang will have its own dedi-
cated bicycle lane befitting its stature
as an international city.

“To distinguish between a city and
a council, one very important fact for
city dwellers is that they have dedi-

The cyclists are getting ready to be flagged off for the phyS|caIIy demanding

43 km journey.

cated bicycle lanes as a basic funda-
mental amenity. Hence, the state
government has directed the Penang

Island City Council (MBPP) to come
up with such dedicated bicycle lanes
like the one spanning 33 km from

Tanjong Tokong to the Bayan Lepas
International Airport via George
Town,” Lim told the excited crowd.

“This whole project from Tanjong
Tokong to the airport will cost RM30
million but part of it will be funded by
the private sector. Out of the 33 km,
12.5 km of the bicycle lane has been
completed while the remaining would
be ready by 2020,” Lim added.

Lim also advised his detractors not
to oppose the dedicated bicycle lane
but to take the overall wishes of the
people of Penang into consideration.

“We know there are those who op-
pose the bicycle lanes because they
oppose the state government. You can
oppose the state government but do
not oppose the bicycle lanes because
the people of Penang want the bicycle
lane,” noted Lim.

Tristate brings out the best in riders

THREE states, 160km in hot, scorch-
ing sun on a bicycle and the quest for
medals and personal achievement
made the Tristate 160 Fellowship Ride
one of the premier cycling events.

Some 900 cyclists took part in the
event which on Jan 10 from Autociy
to Kedah, Perak and back to Autocity.

Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) chief Datuk Maimunah Mohd
Sharif was on hand to flag off the 900
riders.

Also present were G Club Penang
Cyclists chairman Datuk Dr. Lim Seh
Guan and organising chairman Lim
Chee Loon.

Maimunah highlighted some of the
initiatives taken by MPSP to promote
cycling. One of them is the 130km
cycling route from Kuala Muda to
Bukit Panchor and signage of road-
sharing along 89km through three

districts in Seberang Perai.

“In 2016, MPSP is planning to build
a 18.6km cycling lane from Pantai
Bersih to Kuala Muda,” she added.

Some of the participants rode to the
finishing line jubilantly after more
than five hours, reaching Autocity
around 1 pm.

Some hitched a ride on the trucks
provided when the going got too tough
due to the extreme hot weather.

“This year, the Tristate added an
extra loop of 30km terrain which is
very challenging. Only the strongest
of the strong will be able to finish in
comfort. Last year, the route was
138km but we have added the extra
loop to make it 160km,” Seh Guan
said.

The participants were from all over
Malaysia and Singapore.

“We are very proud of all the cy-

The participants raring to go.

clists who have shown exemplary
discipline not only to complete this
marathon distance under the hot sun
but also the gentlemanly interaction
among themselves, stopping to help
fellow cyclists who needed help,” he
added.

Buletin Mutiara’s writers Watawa

Nataf Zulkifli and Chan Lilian took
part in the Tristate for the experience.

While Watawa Nataf completed
120km of the ride before getting hit
with severe stomach cramps, Lilian
cycled till Kedah as one of the 84
female cyclists before hitching a ride
back to the finishing line.
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Time Event Venue
134 1} fi) HH Hiug
Tarikh Masa Program Tempat

7 Feb Tpm— Kek Lok Si Display of Lights Kek Lok Si Temple,
to 12 midnight SIS Il A)"‘f_" Itam
22 Feb Penyalaan Lampu Kek Lok Si B AR5

Penang Chinese New Year Lantern

8 Feb v Festival Esplanade
To e gt TAT S I XA i
22 Feb Pesta Lampu Bunga Tahun Baru Padang Kota Lama

Cina Pulau Pinang

Penang State Chief Minister’s

8 Feb Chinese New Year Open House
(1"dayof CNY)  10am—Ipm it of K#itelilF e TR
iEA#— Rumah Terbuka Tahun Baru Cina " &

Ketua Menteri P.Pinang

Penang Hot Air Balloon Fiesta Padang Pol
Jam-930pm  BURARTEREEAE AR ,?J;j‘g St
Belon Udara Panas Pulau Pinang =4

22 February 2016, 7pm -11pm ey T RRIWCRARE Snake Tompe, Ban i
|

EHYE 12 midnight Upacara Pemerhatian Api Tokong i

9 Feb to 10 Feb
EAW=, W=

1 Ban Ka Lan

Esplanade, Penang Penang Chinese New Year Esplanade , Light Street,
. | " 13 Feb 2 Celebration King Street, Penang
Fireworks display at 11pm 8. _E-+ — K 08RE (6"dayofCNY) | WP B2 Street, Church Street,
- IEH IS e Sambutan Tahun Baru Cina Pulau  Bishop Street & Beach
v Pinang Street

Jade Emperor God’s

Jade Emperor God Festival . :
@dyorony)  mo o RAW . Chow ety & Hillway
EHBIL 12 midnight f(al;nb.l..nan Hari Jadi Dewa “Thi Road, Ayer ltam
i T & Fedbds

2 dl:yl:’efl’smy} 28 _10.30pm ]l:;lilﬁrn;ﬁu“al Chinese Kung Fu Him ‘Clhi‘il:'ng School Hall
EA+= {5 R SRR A 2 RRAICE AL
20 Feb 9,304~ International Chinese Kung Fu The Banquet, Komtar 5™
(13" day of CNY) 1'2_30’”“ Festival floor
ERAT= [ ah F kR 2= b1 Nl i i
o - 20 Feb P Chap Goh Meh on the thirteen Penang Chinese Town
gy (13%dayof CNY) |, RC, RREH T L =H Hall
Penang State Tourism Development EH+= Sambutan Chap Goh Mch B Ak
Level 53, Kompleks Tun Abdul Razak (Komtar), 22 Feb Chap Goh Meh Celebrati S
10503 Penang, Malaysia. (15" day of CNY) A J‘E'.'ﬁ?‘ﬁ‘ﬂéy% elebration ]E'jp%a;}m
Tel: +604-261 9012/ 650 5136 Fax: +604-261 8744 AN EE EH G Perayaan Chap Goh Mch Padang Kota Lama
Tourism Line: 016-411 0000 PENANG CHINESE CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE
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Event:
Lights
Date: 7-22 February 2016
Venue: Kek Lok Si Temple
Descriptions:Temple of Supreme
Bliss in the Hokkien Dialect, the
Kek Lok Si Temple is a crowd
puller and famous tourist attrac-
tion, especially during the Chi-
nese New Year. Devotees from far
and near flock to this 125-year-old
temple for its annual lighting dis-
play which showcases more than
10,000 lights. It is believed this act
of faith will bring them peace, luck
and prosperity.

Info: +604 828 3317 (Kek Lok Si
Temple)

Kek Lok Si Display of

Event: The Chief Minister Chi-
nese New Year Open House
Date: 8 February 2016

Time: 10am — 12.30pm

Venue: SPICE Arena
Descriptions: Chinese New Year
is celebrated on the first day of
the lunar calendar with each year
ushering in a zodiac animal ruling
sign. The 2016 is the year of the
Monkey. Celebration usually starts
on the eve when family members
gather for a Reunion Dinner. This
is followed by having an open
house for family and friends to vis-
it one another and give Ang Pows.
Lion dances are also performed to
welcome auspiciousness into the
household and workplace. Every
year, the Penang Chief Minister
will organise a Chinese New Year
Open House on the first day at the
SPICE arena and invite the public
to join in the celebration. This also
allows tourists and foreign visitors
to experience how the festival is
celebrated in Penang and Malay-
sia.

Info: www.visitpenang.gov.my

Event: Penang Hot Air Balloon
Fiesta 2016

Date: 9 & 10 February 2016
Time: 7am — 9.30pm

Venue: Padang Polo Penang
Descriptions: A one-of-a-kind
event where it's the only hot air
balloon festival organised on an
island in Malaysia. The Penang
Hot Air Balloon Fiesta will see 15
hot air balloons by international
and local balloonists over the

2016%2H1H - 15H
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two-day festival.
Aside from bal-
loon displays,
there’ll be ‘night
glow’ shows, free
flying balloons and
‘cold inflation’ activ-
ity where anyone
can walk into a bal-
loon envelope filled
with cold air while it
lies on the ground.
Additionally, there
will  be  family-
friendly  activities,
creative workshops
and many more!
Info. www.pen-
anghotairballoonfi-
esta

Event: Snake Temple Celebra-
tion
Date:
Venue:
Lan)
Descriptions: The ‘Fire Watching’
ceremony is a traditional ceremo-
ny to predict the economy outlook
in Penang. This special prayer is
also conducted to commemorate
the birthday of Cheng Chooi Chor
Soo Kong Deity of the temple
which falls on 13 February. The
ceremony is an annual event that
attracts dedicated devotees not
only from Penang but also Indo-
nesia and Thailand to this famous
Snake Temple which was formerly
known as Ban Ka Lan in Hok-
kien. Besides the Fire Watching
ceremony, devotees and visitors
will also be entertained by vari-
ous cultural dances, food stalls,
exhibitions and exciting perfor-
mances.

Info: +604 262 0202 / +6012 433
1918 (Hokkien Kongsi)

12 February 2016
Snake Temple (Ban Ka

Event: Penang Chinese New
Year Celebration

Date: 13 February 2016

Time: 4pm — 12am

Venue: Heritage Zone of George
Town

Descriptions: Every year during
the Chinese New Year, the public
look forward to the State’s annual
Chinese New Year event — Pen-
ang Chinese New Year Celebra-
tion. It has become a norm for

Penangites to take to the streets
and soak in the festive mood
throughout the island with friends
and family. There are abundant
fun and interesting activities dur-
ing the Penang Chinese New Year
Celebration this year. Not only
would you be able to visit the an-
cient ancestral temples of different
clans, you can also experience
traditional and cultural games as
well as lively performances. There
will also be mouth-watering street
food and tantalising treats along
the streets.

Info: www.facebook.com/pgc-
nycelebration

Event: Jade Emperor’s Birth-
day

Date: 15 February 2016

Time: 8pm onwards

Venue: Chew Jetty
Descriptions: The 9th day of Chi-
nese of Chinese New Year, also
known as Ti Kong Seh in Hokkien
(Jade Emperor God’s Birthday),
is celebrated on a grand scale by
the Hokkien clan to commemo-
rate their forefathers escape in
ancient China. This day is also
the first day of Hokkien New Year.
At the stroke of midnight, prayers
are performed with much gai-
ety where food, fruits, liquor and
sugarcane stalks are offered to
the Jade Emperor God. Also in
conjunction with this celebration,
there will be a variety of Chinese
cultural performances as well as
fireworks display at midnight.

Info: +604 250 1522

Event: Chap Goh
Meh Celebration
Date: 22 February
2016

Time: 7pm — 11pm
(Fireworks display
at 11pm)
Venue:
nade
Descriptions: Chap
Goh Meh is cel-
ebrated on the 15th
night of the Lunar
New Year, and it’s
also known as the
Chinese Valen-
tine’s Day. On this night, with the
full moon shining down, young
ladies of marrying age venture
out to popular sea promenades
to throw oranges into the sea,
wishing for a good soul mate. The
Penang State Government will be

Espla-

organising a celebration on Chap
Goh Meh featuring delicious Pen-
ang street food as well as games,
performances, Baba Nyonya cul-
tural show and a grand fireworks
display.

Info: www.visitpenang.gov.my
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4 'NEGERI PULAU PINANG

Slla Berdaftar di Pusat Khldmat ADUN Berdekatan Anda’

JADUAL PROGRAM SARINGAN MAMMOGRAM PERCUMA PULAU PINANG 2016

_ m_ Mainland
Jan Teluk Bahang Penaga Sungai Pinang Sungai Puyu
16 Tanjong Bungah Seberang Jaya 17 Pantai Jerjak Penanti
23 Padang Kota Bukit Tambun 24 Batu Maung Perai
30 Air Putih Bagan Jermal 31 Seri Delima Sungai Bakap
Feb 6 I D I
13 e I
20 Dato Keramat Bertam 21 Pulau Betong Berapit
27 Batu Lanchang Pmtg Pasir 28 Pengkalan Kota Padang Lalang
Mar 5 Kebun Bunga Bukit Tengah 6 Pulau Tikus Jawi
12 Batu Uban Machang Bubok 13 Bayan Lepas Pinang Tunggal
19 Paya Terubong Sungai Acheh 20 Komtar Pmtg Berangan
26 Bagan Dalam Sg Dua 27 Air Itam Telok Air Tawar
Apr Sungai Pinang Sungai Puyu 3 Teluk Bahang Penaga
Pantai Jerjak Penanti 10 Tanjong Bungah Seberang Jaya
16 Batu Maung Perai 17 Padang Kota Bukit Tambun
23 Seri Delima Sungai Bakap 24 Air Putih Bagan Jermal
30 Pulau Betong Berapit 1 Labour Day
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

buletini
yitisiara

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA PENAGA

YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Dahalan Faozil 019 -727 4388
BERTA BERTAM |

YB Shorlful Azhar Othman m Og)% - g;]j 4812‘;8 Asrol Sani Abdul Razak 013 - 580 6981
PINANG TUNGGAL PINANG TUNGGAL

YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin m 821‘ = %3573 %%“55% Muhasdey Muhamad 019 - 437 2887
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Omar Abd. Hamid {B 81—%;% 12%8 Fahmi Abu Bakar 013-488 1601
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Rosli Hassan 019 - 410 5990
TELOK AIR TAWAR TELOK AIR TAWAR

YB Datuk Jahara Hamid T) 04 - 351 2873 =

ichara hamid@gmail.com (H34-321 88 Mustafa kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin 012-594 1515
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m F) 04 - 593 9529

BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS

YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Azrul Mahathir Aziz 017 - 5941976
PULAU BETONG

Y8 Muhamad Forid Saad 1) 84-8¢6 4200 ielreIT ol et 019 - 5709500
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG

YB Shah Haedan Ayoob { % 8‘}, %2‘2, % 9 Halil Sabri Hamid 017 - 460 4849

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04 - 5941163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee ) 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soo Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

BUKIT TENGAH

YB Ong Chin Wen T) 04 - 508 3977
pkrbkttengah@gmail.com F) 04 - 508 3677
PENANTI

ET% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer a/I Rajaji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ {T; 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103

OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101

HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
04-263 7000

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893

SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957

NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300

IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263
TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)

JAMBATAN PP

1166
04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga : 010 - 542 9158 - Mohd. Zakilsmail N22 Tanjong
N2 Bertam :019 - 593 3736 - Fatimah Bakar Bungah
N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin N23 Air Putih
Tunggal
N4 Permatang :019 - 556 4664 - R. M Reza N24 Kebun
Berangan Bunga
N5 SungaiDua :013 - 417 3068 - Siti Zunnurain N25 Pulau Tikus
Zulkafli N26 Padang Kota:
Né Telok Air :016 - 463 3866 - Malik Bakar
Tawar N27 Pengkalan
N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee Kota
N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon N28 KOMTAR
Jermal Keong
N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan N29 Datok
Dalam . Keramat
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati N30 Sungai
Jaya Mohd. Iskander Pinang
N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N31 Batu
Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli Lancang
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira N32 Seri Delima
N13 Berapit 076 - 401 3507 - M.l
erapi : - - Mr.Lim i
acenans 313" 501 XEELER e
achang : - - Andrew Chin N34 P
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan 8 Terubong
N fiane.  014- 945 9786 - Lal
alang - - Lai
N16 Perai : 04 - 399 6689 - Selvi N3
N17_||_3ukit A :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
enga i
N18 Bukif Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany N36 fg,“e'f:k
017 - 378 4448 - Khor N37 Batu
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim Maung
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor N38 Bayan Lepas:
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana N39 Pulau
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah Betong
N21 Sungai :0111-508 0215 - Siti Hajar N40 Telok
Acheh Abdul Aziz

Bahang

:019 - 498 1096

:012 - 465 0021 - Tina
011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
:04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian

Beng
:012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah

012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

Chee

:012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin

Keat

: 012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang
010 - 811 7300 - Razin

04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
04 - 282 6630 - Shuen

: 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna

:019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James

:012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet

:012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon

Lee

016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee

: 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
: 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

- Amirulzaman
016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho

010 - 773 2395 - Firdaus
: 016 - 407 2135 - Zulkiflee
Ahmad
:017 - 413 5695 - Johan Abu
Bakar
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS SENARAI PEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2016
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Blllk Perkhidmatan Awam
Pakianathan . . . ’
1. Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602 Balik Pulay.
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Kumar a/I Kanapathy 04 -323 8757 Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
016 - 407 6058
4. P. Rachenamorty Seberang Perai - 019 - 4572271
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079 Tengah
Ismail
Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
5. R. Gunalan Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 011 - 2666 6901
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 Selatan 14200, Jawi.
Siti Nur Shazreen Mohd. 019 - 4118343 Nota:
Jilani Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | ||
Tan Chee Teong 012 - 4017718 MBPP 2016
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 hama Blsfon
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Tan Chong Hee 019 - 411 5598 Goh Choon Keong 019 -471 7931
Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Zulkifli Iorahim 012 - 477 5588
Teoh Koon Gee 016-419 1938
Mohd Sharmizan O11-1110 6456 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh 012 - 428 2250
Mohamad Nor
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012-4239143
Zaini Awang 019 - 546 3115 Kala a/p Durai Raj 016 - 468 4247
Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
Goh Choon Aik 04-588 3045
019 457 3222 Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566 =
Esplanade, Penang
Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019- 225 6502 | Fireworks display at 11pm 0. L+ — g |
Alias Wan Chek 019 - 540 4553 Wong Yuee Hamg 016 - 439 9121
22nd February
Ong Jing Cheng 016 - 445 5709 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 Esplanade,Penang
0127583777 Muh dBakhtiarWan Chik | 019 - 470 8811 H e e e A A =R A S A e 1
uhammad Bakhtiar Wan Chi - i !
E— —— ; BULETIN MUTIARA :
ur Zarina Zakaria - )
Anuar Yusoff 8‘]‘ ‘ 5%]52380 : Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang |
- 1 . . .
Kumaresan a/I Aramugam 014 - 9459621 1 Pho!’\e : 04‘.650 5‘.‘68 ; Fax: 04‘261. 5923 ]
! Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com |
Amar Pritpal Abdullah 04 - 582 2020 Felix Ooi Keat Hin Ollossil 781551 : Keep yourself updated through SMS blast, ]
019 - 452 2020 ! Type “ADD ME” and send to 010 333 1758 ]
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556 ! 1
! EDITORIAL !
1
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010 - 380 7672 Shahul Hameed M.K. 017 - 4730194 : Editor :
Mohamed Ishack | Chan Lilian (English) 1
! Tam Poh Guek (Chinese) !
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi 012-572 4711 i G.Revatic (Tamil) !
016 - 451 9225 ! 1
! Writer ]
Muhamad Suzuki 012 - 465 4419 Mhd. Nasir Yahya 012 - 402 6739 ] Danny Ooi (English) ]
Ahmad i Victor Seow (English) |
. . ! Amanda Khong (English) !
Saiful Azwan Abd Malik 016 - 463 2787 ! Shum Jian Wei (Chinese) :
1 . .
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 508 0039 (Tel) : : - JChF['S TKOOV (Tﬁh'?ese.l) :
04 - 657 0918 (Fax) Dr. Lim Mah Hui 012 - 4221880 ] . Patmavathy (Tamil) :
1 . ]
Eric Lim Seng Keat 016 - 4143428 | Cho: Eﬁ;ﬂgigfvhsifn fing :
Wong Chee Keet 012 - 4511312 1 f : . q g 1
Eem Ayl 012 - 401 2265 ! Alissala Thian, Ahmad Adil Muhamad and Darwina Daud !
» ! Graphic Designers : ]
Ahmad Tarmizi 013 - 414 4822 Mohamed Yusoff 012-4728114 1 Idzham Ahmad and Loo Mei Fern 1
Abdullah Mohamed Noor piaintielntielintielietieliotielintielin l'""""""'l'l """"""" .
[
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Young female warriors

Story and pix by Amanda Khong

PENANG has produced countless tal-
ented female athletes over the years such
as squash stars Datuk Nicol Ann David
and Low Wee Wern, bowler Esther
Cheah, karate exponent Lim Lee Lee,
badminton player Tee Jing Yi and many
more.

In recent years, three female athletes
in particular have captivated the hearts
of Penangites more so than others.

These three female warriors are none
other than Celine Lee Xin Yi (karate) and
wushu exponents Chan Lu Yi and Chan
Lu Qi.

First off, the Buletin Mutiara team
interviewed Celine to ask her a little more
about herself and the sport.

Celine, 22, has 15 years of experience
in kata (non—combat) and is currently in
both the state and national teams.

“Honestly I was very chubby and lazy
as a child so I didn’t see myself going
this far in the sport because it was all for
fun at first but eventually as it went on, I
became more disciplined, hardworking
and motivated,” answered a happy-go-
lucky Celine when asked why she loved
the sport so much.

The humble Penangite added that she
has always looked up to her role model,
Lim Lee Lee, who is also her coach since
she first started in the sport at the tender
age of seven.

“Honestly Celine is not a natural talent
in kata. She was very playful when I first
taught her but eventually as the years
went by, she became more disciplined
and serious about training. She deserves
all her achievements because she has
trained very hard to earn them,” said Lim
who is also an ex-national exponent in
kata herself.

When asked to choose the most mean-
ingful and memorable win out of all her
achievements so far, Celine chose the
Asian Karate Championship (AKF) 2015
in Japan where she placed third in the
female Individual kata category.

Celine also expressed her wish to win
amedal in the upcoming World Champi-
onship in Austria and hopefully be able
to represent Malaysia in the Olympics if
karate makes the cut.

Moving onto a gentler perspective of
combat sports, the Chan sisters from the
Penang wushu team are well known for
being excellent in both their studies and
sports.

Despite their hectic schedule, they
managed to spare some time for a short
interview with the Buletin team.

Chan Lu Yi, 19, and Chan Lu Qi, 17,
are the two rising stars in the taiji cate-
gory in wushu.

The two sisters who hail from Bukit

f & 4
Penang’s bubbly sweetheart, Lu Qi.

Mertajam both have 12 years of experi-
ence in taiji as they picked up the sports
together when they were young.

Both Lu Yi and Lu Qi are very close
with each other despite the two-year age
gap.

They both playfully chose each other
as their role model when they were asked
who their role model was.

“We have always had a close relation-
ship and I suppose when my sister (Lu
Yi) moved to Kuala Lumpur to study and
train with the national team, our bond
became even stronger. Of course we still
do bully each other from time to time but
it’s all in a playful manner. I do hope to
be able to join my sister soon in the na-
tional team,” said a bubbly Lu Qi.

“Honestly my sister and I have a lot in
common. Even though we compete in
both taijiquan (no-weapon) and taijijian
category during competitions, we both
prefer the taijiquan category more. We
both also look up to the same role model,
Chai Fong Ying, who is also an ex-na-
tional wushu exponent in the taiji cate-
gory,” said Lu Yi.

Lu Yi recently won the gold medal in
the taijiquan category in the World
Wushu Championship last year where her
sister, Lu Qi also celebrated a gold and
silver medal in the taijiquan and taijijian
category respectively in the Malaysian
National Wushu Championship last year.

When asked why they loved the sport
so much, they answered similarly that it
helped them gain more self-esteem, be-
come more disciplined, relieve stress, and
most importantly that it has already be-
came a part of life for both of them.

“I really wish I could win a medal in
this year’s Sukma in Sarawak. Although
it will be a tough task anything is possible
if I train hard enough,” said Lu Qi.

Lu Yi added that she hoped to win a
medal in the upcoming World Taiji
Championship this year but she will not
over pressure herself instead just give her
best.

Lu Yi during her performance in the World Wushu Championship.

Celine (left) in training with Lim.

State proud of young athletes’ achievements

PENANG exco for Youth and Sports
and Women, Family and Community
Development Chong Eng said she was
proud of these young Penang athletes
who are now making a name for them-
selves.

“I am very happy to see these young
athletes who have trained so hard and
so long to finally have their chance to
be in the spotlight. These young girls
especially need to be cared for men-
tally, emotionally and socially since
they are still at a very young age so it is
up to the state and country to provide
these support to the athletes,” said
Chong Eng during an interview.

“I personally feel that parent com-
mitment is very important and they need
to see the prospect in the sport that their

children are committing themselves to,”
added Chong Eng.

Chong Eng further explained that
parents, coaches, the state and national
teams all have different roles in an ath-
lete’s development.

“It is very important to have a
proper structure and support system
especially when dealing with young
athletes. Champions cannot be pro-
duced overnight. It takes years of con-
stant training and effort to make a
champion,” said Chong Eng.

“I am very proud to know that the
Penang State Sports Council (MSN) and
National Sports Institute (ISN) are
working hand in hand and constantly
improving on ways to help our athletes
mentally and physically,” she added.



FDI create JObS, not selling out

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on Jan 7
hit out at his detractors who said his ad-
ministration was betraying the interests
of the people by selling land to foreign-
ers, specifically to mainland Chinese
companies.

He was responding to a recent blog
entry which had defended Putrajaya’s
sale of Bandar Malaysia to a mainland
Chinese corporation and drew parallels
with what the state government led by
Lim was doing.

“Every state in Malaysia is actively
stepping up their efforts to garner more
investors. Penang is no different and the
state government’s effort via investPenang
is also to promote Penang as the invest-
ment site for foreign direct investments
(FDI),” Lim told members of the media.

“Getting investments to create jobs is
not a real estate play unlike IMDB. If
investment by Jabil is not allowed, all
Free Industrial Zones like Kulim and
Iskandar should be closed down because
they also do the same in getting FDI.
Apart from that, since Jabil’s investment

PDC staff being spoilt for choice during the Christmas and New Year buffet
luncheon.

is also part of Malaysian Investment
Development Authority’s (MIDA) pro-
moted industry, it is only right that MIDA
also shuts down its promotional activities
and operations,” he added.

Jabil Circuit, a global US-based For-
tune Global 500 companies listed in New
York Stock Exchange (NYSE), recently
secured the approval of the state govern-

ment to purchase 20 acres of land in Batu
Kawan Industrial Park for the expansion
of its manufacturing and technology
capabilities in high value electric & elec-
tronics and semiconductor products for
the medical and aerospace sectors. This
new investment by Jabil will create 2,500
skilled jobs in Penang within the next 5
years.

Lim had earlier attended the Christmas
and New Year luncheon hosted by the
Penang Development Corporation
(PDC).

In his speech to the management and
staff of PDC, Lim reminded them to
strive to achieve objectives which have
been outlined in the Strategic Five-Year
Plan (2016-2020) which are:-

* Attaining new & exciting economic
corridor growth

* The redevelopment of commercial,
industrial and housing areas

* The provision of affordable housing

* Development of tourism infrastructure
* Equitable income flow

* Enhanced communication and good
relations with stakeholders.

Also present were Deputy Chief Min-
ister I Datuk Rashid Hasnon, Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy,
exco members Dr. Afif Bahardin (Agri-
culture & Agro-Based Industry, Rural
Development and Health), Datuk Abdul
Malik Kassim (Religious Affairs, Do-
mestic Trade & Consumer Affairs) and
Lim Hock Seng (Works, Ultilities and
Transport) as well as PDC general man-
ager Datuk Rosli Jaafar.

Environment resource centre opens in Bukit Gelugor

PAYA Terubong assemblymember
Yeoh Soon Hin represented exco
for Welfare, Caring Society and
Environment Phee Boon Poh to
officiate the opening of Lions Club
Environment Resource Centre in
Bukit Gelugor on Jan 31.

In his address, Yeoh thanked
Lions Club Malaysia for their
dedicated service to the people of
Penang and also the general con-
tributions to improve welfare
services in the state.

“Penang may be an island in-
habited by only 1.5 million people
but it produces one of the highest
amount of solid waste from house-
hold waste in landfills in the
country, subjecting it to a very high

y \ . ik |
Yeoh (second from right) with Lions Clubs members at the event.

risk of pollution and health haz-
ards,” Yeoh said.

“A survey conducted by the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) found that some 100
tonnes of waste is produced on a
daily basis of which a high quan-
tity of household organic waste
accounts for the amount,” he
added.

He said it costs between
RM100 and RM120 to manage
the waste per tonne from collec-
tion, transportation and treatment
at the dump site.

Yeoh recognised that this En-
vironment Resource Centre is a
project that is in line with the state
government’s “Cleaner, Greener,

Safer and Healthier Penang” phi-
losophy.

However, Yeoh emphasised
that the government’s efforts must
be supported and complemented
by institutional,

couraged NGOs such as the Lions
Clubs, to join the state govern-
ment’s programmes of such na-
ture,” Yeoh said.

Yeoh hoped that this environ-

ment resource centre will become
a focus for environmental educa-
tion and action and help increase
the number of people helping to
save the environment.

community and indi-
vidual efforts for
them to be success-
ful.

The Penang state
government has
worked hard to mo-
bilise government
departments and
agencies in Penang
to improve the envi-
ronment in Penang.

“We have also en-
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Great turnout at PIHEC

THE seventh consecutive Penang Interna-
tional Halal Expo & Conference (PIHEC)
was held from Jan 29 to 31 with lots of
exciting programmes and activities.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng offici-
ated the opening ceremony of the 7th
PIHEC on Jan 29.

Two memorandums of understanding
were signed during the opening event.

One was between Halal Penang,
AgResearch Limited and Ruakura Re-
search Centre of New Zealand.

It aims to promote mutual trade and
investment growth in agri-food and agri
technology fields.

The other was a formal consensus
between Halal Penang and Food and
Environmental Research Agency (FERA)
of United Kingdom to cooperate in sus-
tainable efforts in agriculture.

“The Spice Arena this year was oc-
cupied by 329 participating booths of
local and international businesses and
organisations. These comprised an exten-
sive range of halal consumables and
services comprising a complete halal eco
system of food and beverages, cosmetics
and pharmaceuticals, Islamic finance and

V|S|tors to the PIHEC event held at SPICE Arena.

banking, Muslim apparel, tour agency,
e-commerce and marketing service pro-
viders,” exco for Religious Affairs, Do-
mestic Trade & Consumer Affairs, Datuk
Abdul Malik Abu Kassim said during his
address at the opening ceremony.
Various players and authorities at this
year’s event included Selangor State
Economic Planning Unit (UPEN), Ma-
laysia External Trade Agency (MAT-

RADE), Malaysia Industrial Develop-
ment Authority (MIDA), Halal Industry
Development Authority (HDC), Northern
Corridor Implementation Authority
(NCTA), Ministry of International Trade
& Industry (MITI), Islamic Tourism
Centre (ITC) and SME linked businesses.

Lim said that looking at the rapid rise
of the global halal industry, Penang has
over the past seven years initiated various

measures to develop it in the state.

“I can see today that PIHEC is strong-
ly growing into a platform, converging
domestic and international halal stake-
holders from continents of America,
Europe, West Asia and the Far East to
gather here for business orientation and
expansion during these three days.

“I strongly believe continuous efforts
towards this strategic connection will ex-
pand and strengthen the supply value chain
of the halal industry as a whole,” he said.

Meanwhile, at the expo, the Buletin
Mutiara team interviewed a participating
booth owner for feedback on the event.

Wizworld Management (M) Sdn Bhd
director Sharul Amin Mustafa Albakri
said he joined the halal expo due to strong
advice from friends and business associ-
ates that the event is a great attraction for
potential customers.

“This is my first year as an exhibitor at
the PIHEC. I have a lot of enquiries for my
range of products,” Sharul, whose company
is in Shah Alam and deals in herbal based
beauty and health products, said.

“Definitely, I will be back again next
year,” he told Buletin Mutiara.
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MBPP councillors shocked

by filthy eateries

PENANG Island City Council
Public Health Department person-
nel were taken aback when they
visited two coffee shops in Lebuh
Macallum in George Town on Jan
13.

The drains at the back of the
premises were clogged with food
waste and oil.

Hardened sludge was stuck on
the walls of the drains.

Upon further checks, the offic-
ers found lizard and cockroach
droppings below the stove in the
kitchen of one of the coffee shops.

Councillor Ong Ah Teong said
the first coffee shop was issued the
maximum compound of RM570.

“We imposed the maximum amount for
having a dirty floor, using dirty water to wash
vegetables and wrapping raw meat in newspa-
pers. Their workers had not been given typhoid
injection as well.

“The whole eatery was in a filthy condition.
There is also no grease trap or proper appara-
tus to separate the oil,” he said after visiting
the coffee shops which are next to each other.

He stressed the operators of both outlets
were given two weeks to clean up their prem-
ises.

Ong said they were also told to upgrade their
kitchens, failing which the state Health Depart-
ment will be informed and if needed, shut down

Council personnel checkmg the raw food and vegetables
in the kitchen of one of the eateries in Lebuh Macallum.

the premises.

He added the visit to the two premises was
made following complaints received from flats
dwellers staying above the coffee shops.

The council, he said, could only issue com-
pounds to dirty eateries as only the Health
Department had the authority to shut them
down.

Ong said the second coffee shop was issued
a RM100 compound for not having separate
containers for cooked and raw meat.

“The flats’ management was responsible for
clearing the clogged drains.

“We have informed the management and
they asked for some time to tackle the issue,”
he said.



MBPP officer
assaulted by cabbie

Story by Amanda Khong
Pix by Law Suun Ting

A PRESS conference was held
on Jan 16 at the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) enforce-
ment office regarding an en-
forcement officer being as-
saulted by a taxi driver.

The incident happened on |
Jan 15 around the vicinity of ¥
Gurney Drive food court when |
the taxi was clamped by MBPP
enforcement officers for indis-
criminate parking.

Mohd Hilmi Mohd Ismail,
28, an enforcement officer of

three years, was the officer as- Mohd Hilmi (second from left) re-enacting the incident with his

saulted by the taxi driver. colleagues.

“I had asked all the taxi driv-
ers to move their taxis from the area as they were
double parking and causing a jam. This driver in
particular did not move his taxi but instead just sat
inside when we gave the warning,” said Mohd
Hilmi.

Mohd Hilmi added that he also asked the driver
three times to move the taxi but was ignored so he
had no other choice but to clamp the taxi’s tyre.

The taxi driver then proceeded to step out of the
taxi and started to assault Mohd Hilmi by putting
him into a headlock and dragging him across the
street to the MBPP traffic truck to demand for Mohd

Hilmi’s identification card.

“Itis regretful to see such things happening when
our officers are just doing their jobs. I would like
to praise our officer who stayed calm and handled
the whole issue professionally,” said Ahmad Azri-
zal Tahir, acting chairman for MBPP Enforcement.

Also present during the press conference was
MBPP secretary, Ang Aing Thye, MBPP Corporate
Division director Mohamed Akbar Mustapha and
MBPP councillors.

A police report has been lodged regarding this
incident.

Slight road diversions in Sungai Dua

STATE exco member for Local Gov-
ernment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow
visited the site for the “Arch Bridge
Project” and held a press conference
on Jan 18 at Jalan Sungai Dua, Gelu-
gor.

This project will be separated into
two phases and will last for 13
months.

The first phase will be from Feb 15
till June 30 and second phase from
July 1,2016 till Feb 5,2017.

The main reason for this project is
to overcome the constant flood prob-
lems that the residents have been
experiencing during the rainy seasons.

An arch bridge will be built to re-
place the current twin box cover.

“This press conference is to an-
nounce to the public that we will soon
be starting the works for phase one
and the affected roads will have a
slight detour. Residents and the public
are to take note of these reroutes until

the project is completed,” said Chow.

Also present was Batu Uban as-
semblymember Dr. T. Jayabalan and
representatives from Public Works
Department (JKR) and Permai Pura
Construction Sdn Bhd, the contractor.

The road that will be affected dur-
ing the first phase will be the Sungai
Dua road heading to Tesco (two lanes)
which is directly in front of Yellow
House building.

The second phase will affect the
service road and Sungai Dua road
(two lanes) heading to University
Sains Malaysia (USM) which is di-
rectly in front of McDonalds and
Bali-bali Restaurant.

Chow added that a lot of on-site
adjustments will be made to minimise
the impact during the project and that
any suggestion or feedback can be
made to the project contractors or
engineers in the site office.

The total cost for this project is
some RM4 .4 million.

Chow: Penang’s future
is in Seberang Perai

THE future of Penang lies in Seberang Perai as the main-
land plays a pivoted role in the development of the island.

Exco for Local Government, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kom Yeow said in his speech at
the Premier Lecture Series held on the second day of the
FIABCI-PIP Conference held at

SPICE Arena at Bayan Baru from Jan 8 to 10.

He added the Transport Master Plan (TMP) was initi-
ated as a five-in-one “big bang” approach towards resolv-
ing traffic congestion involving buses, taxis, cable-car,
watertaxis/ferries and LRT/monorail.

“The RM27 billion Transport Master Plan will also
encompass transformation in the housing and property
sector, where we will see a realisation, commencing this
year, of the various people-centric policies that have been
introduced by the Penang state government before this,”
Chow said.

“We should look at Seberang Perai as the most potential
area for development, as Penang island does have land
limitations,” he said.

Meanwhile, Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
president Datuk Maimunah Shariff said following the
council’s structural plan, tourism has taken priority since
2012.

“We are looking at Seberang Perai as the most potential
area for development,” she said, adding that the most
expensive place for doing business is Seberang Perai
Tengah, followed by Seberang Perai Utara and Seberang
Perai Selatan.

Maimunah said the council has been guided by Yoko-
hama Council’s Black Sheet Strategy in improving its
infrastructure and living conditions.

She commented that the council has adopted the theme
“Seberang Perai For All, All For Seberang Perai” to give
better services to residents.

(LLILLL

Chow explaining the implementation of the project.
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YOU have to [0
see it to believe

it and when you
taste the fresh
greens, you are
sold.

The idea of a
vegetable farm
with fresh fish
right smack in
urban Pulau Ti-
kus caught the at-
tention of Buletin
Mutiara.

Philip Loo, 52,
is a graduate from
Australia and was
in the IT industry
before he em-
barked on his Loo
Urban Farm project.

He learned aquaponics and
permaculture techniques from
Taiwan where these farming are
prevalent.Permaculture is a
system of agricultural and social
design principles centred around
simulating or directly utilising
the patterns and features ob-
served in natural ecosystems.
Aquaponics is an integration
between aquaculture and hydro-
ponics systems. Together with
bacterias and worm they form a
sustainable, symbiotic mini eco
system.To put it simply, what
Loo is doing is to grow vegeta-
bles and rear fish that are pesti-
cide and antibiotic-free. “When
I was in Taiwan, I discovered a
totally new perception of what
a farm can be. Classical music
like Mozart is streamed into the
farm for the plants, and one can
absolutely forget about the
stressful world outside. It is very
enjoyable, so healthy and I be-
lieve people should indulge in
planting their own vegetables,”
Loo told Buletin Mutiara.

Disbelief at vegetables grow-
ing on pipes, Loo gave Buletin
Mutiara a tour.

“Try this rockets (herb) and
tell me,” Loo said as he plucked
a leaf from the plant.

An explosion of hot flavour
was followed by a nutty taste
with hints of mint and the after
taste lingers.

So, imagine how tasty these
vegetables are when lightly stir
fried or served raw in salads?

Loo, his brother and his wife
graciously treated Buletin Mu-
tiara’s photographer and writer
to a simple home-cooked meal
consisting of okra, brinjals,

You will be
surprised
to find
Japanese
Musk Melon
growing in
Penang in
Loo’s farm.

ko SN
rom the fish pond is filtered t
the pile are earthworms, breaking down the waste and turning them into fertiliser

Loo explaining how water f
for plants.

sweet potato leaves and a plate
of the freshest salad consisting
of Thai basil, mint, rocket, cu-
cumber and others.

When asked if our hot weath-
er poses a challenge in planting,
Loo said: “Hot weather is not a
problem but one needs skill to
find different vegetables for our
climate. The challenge is to get
the right seeds.” So if you are
adventurous, you can try getting
a medium size mobile unit from
Loo and rear your own 20 fishes
and plant 200 vegetables.

If you are living in a high-rise
building you can even get a mini
size unit where you can have
your five fishes and 20 vegetable
plants to provide you food.

Loo opens his farm and sells
his harvests only on Wednes-
days, Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays from 9 am to Spm.

Loo is organising a workshop
with Taiwan Avata Aquaponics.

The two-day workshop on
March 26 & 27 will allow you
to learn all you need to know
about aquaponics and start
building your own vegetable
garden.

Loo Urban Farm is located at
No. 3, Lorong Peirce, Pulau
Tikus.

You can check out his Face-
book at https://www.facebook.
com/loourbanfarm/ or visit the
website http://www. loo-aqua-
ponics.com/ for latest updates.

For details, call 016-418
1708.

Loo’s wife, Teoh Sui Bee, is a creative cook
and turns all the herbs and vegetables into
delicious meals for their family. Seen here is a
plate of pesto pasta where she pounds basil
with nuts.

Tilapia that is reared without antibiotics makes
a delicious meal.

hrou'g-h the clayballs. Under

Brinjals flourishing in the farm have a
‘meatier’ taste and firmer texture.

Freshly plucked sweet potato leaves and

okra from the farm.

Free range chicken in the farm not only
provide eggs but also help in pest control.
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Red lanterns light up Island Glades

were lighted.

Ponggal Festival
at Seri Delima

WE are a formidable team! That was
the assurance of Bukit Gelugor MP
Ramkarpal Singh to his constituents at
a Ponggal Festival held at the Kam-
pung Kastam field on Jan 30. He also
praised Seri Delima assemblymember
RSN Rayer. “I have not seen a more
dedicated assemblymember. You can
see the changes in Seri Delima because
of the efforts of Rayer.” The guests at
the Ponggal Festival open house en-
joyed traditional Indian dances and
tabla performances while tucking in
sumptuous vegetarian meals.

Gotong royong

CYCLISTS combined forces with staff members
from several departments in the Penang Island City
Council to clear overgrown grass, prune trees and

Residents of Island Glades are happy to
pose for a group photo after the lanterns

MBPP truck ready to prune trees along the bicycle lane.

Children love playing in the Island Glades

playground which is well maintained.

2—"" - f v e o / 1 I » i |

Rayer (back row, right) with Ramkarpal (centre) presenting
awards to the children for their education achievements.

ISLAND Glades
residents turned up
in full force at the
Island Glades play-
ground and park to
meet and greet as-
semblymember
RSN Rayer and
Bukit Gelugor MP
Ramkarpal Singh.
Both Rayer and
Ramkarpal distrib-
uted Mandarin or-
anges and wished
those who are cele-
brating Chinese
New Year Gong Xi
Fa Cai. The multi- ="

racial residents of ‘\L

Island Glades also ponggal is a cultural festival for families
took the opportuni- like this mother and her young children.
ty to know their

neighbours and to

catch up with their old friends at the park. Around 7pm on Jan
30, a simple ceremony of lighting the red lanterns strung around
the park was officiated by Rayer and Ramkarpal. There are nine
parks in the Seri Delima constituency and so far, four parks had
been decorated with red lanterns to welcome Chinese New Year.

clear gravel and debris from the 12.5km dedicated Francis Khoo. Meanwhile MBPP senior health of-
bicycle lane. The gotong royong was mooted by ficer Khoo Eng Chong told Buletin Mutiara that

T

oo (right) briefing other department staffs on the works they a
carrying out to clear the lanes.

regular cyclists who are part of the Bike on Friday over 30 staff from MBPP are involved in organizing
(BOF) group led by DatukDr Lim Seh Guan who the event. MBPP together with G Club is organising
is also the chairman of G Club Cyclists and Dr. a fellowship ride on Jan 31.
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JADUAL PROGRAM SARINGAN MAMMOGRAM PERCUMA PULAU PINANG 2016

_ m_ Mainland
Jan Teluk Bahang Penaga Sungai Pinang Sungai Puyu
16 Tanjong Bungah Seberang Jaya 17 Pantai Jerjak Penanti
23 Padang Kota Bukit Tambun 24 Batu Maung Perai
30 Air Putih Bagan Jermal 31 Seri Delima Sungai Bakap
Feb 6 I D I
13 e I
20 Dato Keramat Bertam 21 Pulau Betong Berapit
27 Batu Lanchang Pmtg Pasir 28 Pengkalan Kota Padang Lalang
Mar 5 Kebun Bunga Bukit Tengah 6 Pulau Tikus Jawi
12 Batu Uban Machang Bubok 13 Bayan Lepas Pinang Tunggal
19 Paya Terubong Sungai Acheh 20 Komtar Pmtg Berangan
26 Bagan Dalam Sg Dua 27 Air Itam Telok Air Tawar
Apr Sungai Pinang Sungai Puyu 3 Teluk Bahang Penaga
Pantai Jerjak Penanti 10 Tanjong Bungah Seberang Jaya
16 Batu Maung Perai 17 Padang Kota Bukit Tambun
23 Seri Delima Sungai Bakap 24 Air Putih Bagan Jermal
30 Pulau Betong Berapit 1 Labour Day



CM upset over Chowrasta upgrade delay

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Darwina Mohd. Daud

DELAYS in the Chowrasta market up-
grading project has raised the ire of Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng and exco mem-
ber for Local Government, Traffic Man-
agement and Flood Mitigation, Chow
Kon Yeow.

Scheduled to be completed in March
2015, the project is only 68% completed
as of January 2016 with a new comple-
tion date expected in October 2016.

“The consultant architect must be held
accountable for this delay. We chose the
contractor through open tender after as-
sessing their qualifications. However,
when they did the bidding, they were
probably okay. Maybe their work slack-
ened after that. Why do we need to en-
gage consultant architects when they do
not follow up on the projects?

“They must also oversee that the con-
tractors can carry out the work on sched-
ule and check on the progress,” Lim said
in a press conference at the Chowrasta
market after a site visit.

“We have set up a project steering
committee which is headed by Public
Works, Utilities and Transport exco
Lim Hock Seng to ensure that all pro-
jects by the state, local councils, state
agencies and even the Public Works
Department (JKR) are carried out ac-
cording to schedule.

“For example, the Syariah Court pro-
ject which was under the federal govern-

Ong (standing) briefing members of the media while a displeased Lim (in blue

shirt) and Chow (third from left) look on.

ment was delayed but as usual, the
Penang state government was blamed.
The court sits on a piece of land from the
state so we feel we have the right to fol-
low up. So, from now on we want to
ensure that all projects are on time,” Lim
said.

“Contractors who are not performing
will be blacklisted. The project steering
committee will have regular meetings
and monitor closely,” he added.

Chow informed the press that the
Chowrasta Market upgrade was delayed
by 247 days.

The consultant architect company,
Lawrence Loh Architect (LLA), which

was appointed by the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) was represented by Ong
Jin Cheng.

“The project was first awarded to
Bertegas Makbul Sdn. Bhd on Feb 18,
2013 and was scheduled to be completed
within two years which would have been
March 31, 2015. Extension of time was
given to the contractor till April 24,2015
but due to non-performance, the contrac-
tor’s service was terminated. A second
contractor was appointed on Jan §,
2016,” Ong told the media.

“I am disappointed that Lawrence Loh
is not here today though we have notified
him. Architects must be responsible as

it is their duty to monitor the progress
every step of the way and terminate the
contractor when they fail to deliver. We
admit that there are weaknesses in this
project and that it has happened. How-
ever by next year, the new market will
be ready,” Lim said.

Chow provided members of the press
a breakdown of the additional cost in-
curred. “The work completed was
RM6.68 million. The yet-to-be com-
pleted portion is RM5.50 million but
after appointing the new contractor, the
cost increased to RM7.18 million. This
means MBPP has to pay an additional
RM1.67 million. During the delay, lig-
uidated & ascertain damages (LAD)
charges amounting to RM675,000 were
imposed on the contractor. MBPP will
claim this amount from the first contrac-
tor for failing to deliver,” Chow said.

Lim further expressed his disappoint-
ment on the increased cost.

“This delay has caused an increase in
the project cost by 30-40%. In these
economic times, delivery is important.
We are going to tell the government
agencies, though we have open tenders,
price is not everything. Delivery should
be given equal importance. Now because
of the economic recession, if a contractor
has no money to roll, at the end of the
day, the project stops and costs will es-
calate. Consultant architects don’t just
collect the fees but they must also bear
responsibility for the delivery of the
project,” Lim said.

SPICE Aquatic Centre opens 0ff1c1ally

THE Subterranean Penang International Convention
and Exhibition (SPICE) Aquatic Centre was offi-
cially launched on Jan 28 by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng.

The Aquatic Centre is the fourth and latest com-
ponent of the Setia Spice integrated business and
leisure hub.

Also present at the launch were SP Setia acting
president and CEO Datuk Khor Chap Jen and its
vice-president, Datuk Koe Peng Kang.

Joining them were Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon, exco for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow and Penang Island mayor, Datuk Patahi-
yah Ismail.

Khor said the Spice Aquatic Centre, on which
construction began in mid-2014, had its soft opening
in December last year.

Setia Spice is a public-private partnership project
between SP Setia and the Penang Island Municipal

Council (MBPP) to revamp the Penang Indoor
Sports Arena, better known as Pisa, and its aquatic
centre

“In return, SP Setia was granted a 30-year conces-
sion by the council to manage and operate the place,

which is now known as SPICE, upon its
completion,” said Khor.

“As Penang flourishes into an inter-
national business hub, there is a need
for convention centres of this scale to
cater for meetings, incentives, conven-
tions and exhibitions of larger scale
which the former Pisa building could
not provide,” he added.

Meanwhile, Lim in his address con-
gratulated SP Setia on the official open-
ing of the Setia Spice Aquatic Centre
and successfully completing Setia Spice
Canopy and the upgrading works of
Setia Spice Arena.

“This is part of the RM350 million
project undertaken by SP Setia to build
a new SPICE, a seven-acre public park
and upgrade existing facilities. SPICE
will put Penang in the picture for a slice
of the lucrative meetings, incentives, conventions
and exhibitions (MICE) market,” he said.

Lim commented that the aquatic centre will be
complemented by a world-class convention centre,
hotel, retail and F&B outlets, spread over 25-acres

The SPICE Aquatic Centre.

upon its completion.

“I look forward to witness continuous support
from the private sector to transform Penang into an
international and intelligent city and to achieve our
mission to make Penang the preferred city that is
clean, green, safe and healthy,” he added.



Chre. ess cor on the road

If one more

\

)r
o

a4 Il "‘v“'
'\.\“‘.;i‘

L

Al
i

s -;_.“‘.‘d‘f

PENANG GREEN PARTNER

http://www.pgc.com.my/partners-promotion

Flash your
to enjoy the priV“egeS

http://greenstate.penang.gov.my/greencitizen/

Penang Green Council (PGC Strategies Sdn Bhd)
Alamat: Tingkat 46, KOMTAR, Pulau Pinang 10503 Malaysia.
Tel: +604-2503321 / Fax: +604-2503323

Emel: info@pgc.com.my

Laman Web: www.pgc.com.my

Wisdom Touch Sdn Bhd

Bangunan YMCA, 4th Floor, Jalan Macalister,

Wisdom George Town, 10450 Pulau Pinang, Malaysia Iunﬁ}m
Touch

Free gift for every purchase within | receipt.

DOUBLE EXPOSURE CAFE

49, Muntri Street,
10200, Penang

m discount (dine-in members only)

JANXDEN GREENLIFE SDN. BHD

50, Jalan Chow Thye 10050 Penang
6G-1-16,All Seasons Place, Lebuhraya Thean
Teik, Bandar Air Itam, | I500 Penang

Purchase our chocolate tiramisu, check in and share our food
in fb. Show to our friendly staffs and get our americano coffee
for only rm| (np: rm5.50)

DOUBLE 7t fvwive ree (o

DESPHERE GRAPHIC

97, Lebuh Melayu, Georgetown,
10100, Penang

DFSP[ [E RE % discount for purchase above RM1,000.00
GRAPHIC

Genisis Technology Sdn Bhd

The C.E.O Suites
31-12-12 Lebuh Nipah 5
I 1950 Bayan Lepas, Pulau Pinang

enisis
TECHNOLOGY

ireen Technobagy Solutions

Discounted rate for Thermal &
Acoustic Insulation Solutions.
Free site visit & consultation for clients on insulation

solutions to cater for their various requirements .

FURRY KIDS
3B-G-2, Straits Quay, Jalan Sri Tanjung Pinang,
Tanjong Tokong 10450, Penang

m discount for all items excluding service

THE OWL MUSEUM SDN. BHD.

Level B3, Astaka Bukit Bendera,
Jalan Tunku Yahaya Petra, Bukit Bendera,
10000, Penang Hill, Penang

discount for each purchase of entrance
ticket

CHONG PHARMACY SDN BHD

1198, Jalan Datuk Haji Ahmad Badawi,
Kepala Batas, 13200, Penang

| recycle bag for every l -;1 k ‘ 4 . l ' ' purchase

CONNECT ADVERTISING SIGNCRAFT

97, Lebuh Melayu, Georgetown,
10100, Penang

discount for purchase above RM1,000.00 for
printing items only. Not applicable for items on

promotion.

BODY GLOVE SDN BHD

Lot 9233, Hala Kampung Jawa |,
Kawasan Perindustrian Bayan Lepas 3as (Fasa),
11900, Bayan Lepas, Penang

off for accessories
(excluded back to school series)




