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RECYCLABLES COLLECTION:
*Landed Properties - Every Saturday
by MBPP&MPSP: 8am-4pm.
*Strata premises - will be decided by
Joint Management Board/
Management Body.

|.RECYCLABLES

&

Example : Example : Example :

Example :

Newspapers / Boxes /  Plastic Food Containers / Ketchup Bottles / Aluminium Cans /
Magazines / Cardboards / Containers / Plastic Bags / Drinking Bottles Food Cans / Iron / Metal
Books Plastic Bottles / Plastic

Plastic Buckets

Please tie up your old newspapers into tidy and
organised bundles

Example :
Fruit Peels /
Vegetables /
Eggshells / Rice

Rinse and dry your beverage containers,
plastic containers, glass containers, or
aluminium cans that contain waste

e The packaglng for food and beverages with
the o e % logo is recyclable
e You may also dispose your malfunctioned

electrical appliances to recycling centres
which collect electronic waste

Example >
Disposable Diapers / Dirty Tissues / Dirty ..~ l
Materials / Contaminated Papers or Boxes

HOTLINE:
DOWNLOAD MBPP :04-263 7637
sidlidal B MPSP :04-549 7555
_ Penang Green Council : 04-250 3322
For more info, log on to: www.pge.com. mx/wasts—segregeﬂonai—soume—campa:gn-and—poffcy
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Bigger committee for Penang Transport Council

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE Penang Transport Council
(PTC) which was formed in
2009 initially had only 15
members and the purpose was
for traffic management to ease
congestion.

However, the PTC now has
54 members from various sec-
tors including three assembly-
members from Umno, the Con-
sumers Association of Penang,
Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC), various
non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) and independent
groups.

The members who accepted
their appointment turned up at
the Kompleks Masyarakat Pen-
yayang on June 14 for a brief-
ing session by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng and exco mem-
ber for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow.

The three Umno assembly-
members, Opposition Leader
Datuk Jahara Hamid (Telok Air

Tawar), Nordin Ahmad (Bayan
Lepas) and Datuk Shah Headan
Ayoob Hussain Shah (Telok
Bahang) were missing from the
briefing and the PTC’s first
meeting.

“From what I gathered from
my officer, Nordin has rejected
outright the appointment. How-
ever, Datuk Jahara and Datuk
Shah Headan wanted the terms
of reference for study before
they confirm. I hope they will
coordinate amongst themselves
and be part of the PTC,” Chow
said.

“What we have done today
has never been done in Malay-
sia. We are trying as much as
possible to make information
available. Members of the PTC
can view the full 20 volumes of
documents and they are wel-
come to provide feedback,
whether negative, positive or
constructive,” Chow added in
a press conference after the
event.

“We will take into consid-
eration all the input from the
members. The documents were

Chow surrounded by members of the media who wanted to know

why the Umno assemblymembers did not turn up at the ceremony.

good at the time of submission
and some revisions have been
made. We make minor adjust-
ment based on the community’s
feedback. Each revision entails
new costs and further consid-
eration and studies. It takes
time to work out the details. An
agreement is not likely to be
signed at this moment and most
probably only early next year.
Work cannot start even after the
agreement as the contractor
will need to do the final de-

Penang very bullish about investment

sign,” Chow said in response to
press questions.

Earlier, in his speech, Lim
said: “The TMP costing RM27
billion is the second biggest
infrastructure project in the
history of Malaysia. It will be
the catalyst to propel the eco-
nomic growth for the next 50
years till 2065 and will change
the facade of Penang when it is
ready in 2030

“The TMP will make the
Penang dream come true — by

freeing us from traffic conges-
tion and providing equal op-
portunity to all Penangites,
both on the island and main-
land. This in turn opens up the
potential for everyone and
protects the future of our chil-
dren,” Lim continued.

Lim reminded the newly ap-
pointed members: “Today, we
witness the appointment of 36
new members who will helm
the PTC till Sept 30, 2017.
There are NGOs, opposition
members and assemblymem-
bers who will monitor, scruti-
nise and coordinate with the
public the transport function in
Penang.”

A few vocal individuals who
were newly appointed such as
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillor Dr Lim
Mah Hui and activist and blog-
ger Anil Netto raised questions
related to the TMP after pres-
entations were made.

In closing, the Chief Minis-
ter reminded all members of the
PTC to carry out the task given
them to with full responsibility.

Exciting times ahead with digital library

PENANG is very,
very bullish about
investment and the
general sentiment is
Penang is still attrac-
tive to investors due
to several reasons.

InvestPenang di-
rector Datuk Lee Kah
Choon said this at a
press briefing at the
investPenang office
in Bayan Baru on
June 13 where he
spoke on the Penang
Economic Transformation.

However, Lee pointed out the changes
in the industry and how trends of the im-
mediate future will be heading towards
handphones and phasing out desktop
computers and laptops.

“Now we are into Global Business
Services (GBS). Many of the electronics
and electrical manufacturing activities in
Penang have transformed over the 45
years. For example, Dell Penang’s activ-
ity has changed from desktop PC manu-
facturing to GBS and high-end server
production. Meanwhile, Intel Penang has
been moving away from low-cost manu-
facturing to high-end R&D and D&D in
tablets and smartphones,” Lee said.

Lee (centre) explaining to the media the economic
situation and investment future of Penang.

Aware of the rapid transformation with
mergers and acquisition (M&A) taking
place, Lee spoke on the steps being taken
by investPenang to deal with the situa-
tion.

“In today’s industries and business,
mergers and acquisition are commonly
happening. This is not only to consolidate
operations but also for other reasons such
as increase in market share and technol-
ogy synergies. Despite these changes,
rapid M&A activities have also brought
to Penang the next phase of development.
Although the changes impacted Penang,
Penang has stayed in the game all the
time. Penang will change with time,” he
said.

BRINGING the learning experience into
the digital era will become a reality in
August with the opening of a digital li-
brary.

“The Penang Digital Library is an
initiative by the state government. It is
in collaboration with Keysight Tech-
nologies and E&O and supported by
TIME. The aim is to use technology to
learn new information that can help
communities create, connect and com-
municate,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng told members of the media at a press
conference in Komtar on June 2.

The RM2.5 million digital library is
located at the premises of the former
Puspanita building located within the
Penang Free School and this initiative
is a PPP (Private Public Partnership).

Located within the vicinity of schools
and residential areas, the digital library
will create an environment that will
complement the more traditional meth-
ods of teaching and learning to elevate
the education experience to be on par
with today’s technological landscape.

Lim was clearly excited and pleased
with the opening and members of the
press had a sneak peek at how the herit-
age building will be combined with
digital age technology to provide a
welcoming place for users.

“This is the catalyst for the next phase
of STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering & maths) development. There
has been a marked increase in initiatives
aimed at sparking an interest in STEM;
and the Penang Digital Library is the
next step in this development chain. It
will provide users structured access to
information and knowledge — via the
over 3,000 specially curated e-books,
e-magazines and reference journals —
that will fan the spark of interest into a
flame of knowledge,” Lim said.

An idea will only remain an idea
without the knowhow of putting it into
action.

The Penang Digital Library aims to
change this by leveraging various inter-
active informative displays to push the
freshest content on technological con-
cepts and revolutions to users.

Latest tools, gadgets and features will
be made available to instantly guide
them to what they are searching for and
to help them turn their ideas into reality.

The Penang Digital Library will be
accessible to the public free of charge.

This exciting development will also
allow parents and their children a peek
into the future — a brave new world of
acquiring knowledge and learning
through the magic of technology.
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Feasibility study continues,
focus on three highways

CONSORTIUM Zenith chairman
Datuk Zarul Ahmad Mohd Zulkifli
(pix) held a press conference in the
Chief Minister’s Office on June 15 and
confirmed that the feasibility study for
the tunnel project is already 83%
completed and the remaining is ex-
pected to be finished in another six
months.

This was contrary to some main-
stream media allegations that claimed
that the project for the tunnel and three
highways had been cancelled.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng also
reiterated that the feasibility study for
the tunnel can also be used for the
third bridge should the federal govern-
ment approve the building of the
bridge.

“The Penang state government does
not have to pay a single sen for the
feasibility study. After the study is
ready, the contractor has to complete
the detailed design and get the DEIA
approval. Therefore, unless and until
the DEIA approval is received, the
project cannot proceed. The project

has never been cancelled like the
mainstream media alleged,” Lim said.

Consortium Zenith had won the bid
for the project for the three major
highways and a tunnel through open
tender process.

“We provide Penang State with a
viable fee structure and an experi-

enced partner for the project. Our
obligation is to fulfil the contract
terms, keep it within the allocated
budget, and deliver the finished pro-
ject within the prescribed time-
frame,” said Zarul.

“We are going on a roadshow soon
to brief the local community on the
long term benefits of the project. The
roadshow also aims to clarify their
concerns. The project is to spur eco-
nomic growth, create jobs and raise
the living standards of the people,
amongst others,” he added.

In conclusion, Zarul told members
of the press that they will focus on
the building of the three highways
which will begin next year.

Meanwhile, the feasibility study
for the tunnel, or the third bridge
should the federal government ap-
prove, will continue and if everything
goes well, the project will only be
able to commence in 2021 or 2022 as
the need for the third link is critical
in 2027 because of the projected
growth.

Resource centre for fishermen

Story and pix by Chan
Lilian

THE Pusat Perkhidmatan Se-
tempat Nelayan (PPSN) for
the Penang South Reclaima-
tion Project (PSR) at Perma-
tang Pauh was officially
launched by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng on May 29.

Also with Lim was Batu
Maung assemblymember
Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim,
exco member Chow Kon
Yeow, director of SRS Con-
sortium, Datuk Azmi Mat
Nor and others.

Lim who delivered a speech
at the opening said: “Under
the guidance and initiative of
Datuk Abdul Malik as the
chairman of the Transport
Master Plan (TMP) Fishermen
Taskforce, this resource cen-
tre will serve as a one-stop
centre for local residents and
fishermen to obtain the latest
information on the develop-
ment of the TMP. You can be
assured that the state under-

stands your desire to continue
to be fishermen and therefore,
we have taken steps to prepare
for an improvement in liveli-
hood of the fishermen and
taking care of your welfare.”

The resource centre is open
from 9am to S5pm on Mondays
to Fridays.

Since its soft opening in
early May, over 220 people
had visited the centre and SRS
had received over 51 feed-
back.

“Our doors are open and we
are willing to listen to your
concerns and complaints. We
also provide a centre for those
looking for work opportuni-
ties and so far we have 120
applications for various jobs.
So far, we have held 78 dia-
logue sessions with the people
and over 2,000 local residents
and fishermen had been in-
volved. We hope the people
will continue to provide their
feedback and support as the
project will benefit them,”
Azmi told the residents.
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One of the fishermen from Permatang Damar Laut making a fishing net at the resource centre.
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Legal action
against
PCM’s Huan

CONSORTIUM Zenith chairman Da-
tuk Zarul Ahmad Mohd Zulkifli con-
firmed that his company will proceed
with legal action against Datuk Huan
Cheng Guan of Parti Cinta Malaysia
(PCM) for making defamatory state-
ments that were published in main-
stream media and online news.

“Datuk Huan insinuated, among
other issues, that Consortium Zenith
breached the gazetted scale of fees for
consultancy rates when conducting the
feasibility study and detailed design for
the undersea tunnel project and the
three paired roads and for making un-
warranted profits,” Zarul said in a press
conference in Komtar on June 15.

“Datuk Huan’s media statements
are defamatory, which critically jeop-
ardised the project and our reputation.
It also directly impacts the on-going
and future negotiations with current
and future potential investors,” he
added.
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Convent Green Lane
gets financial help

Story by Chan Lilian

A VERY happy Yeoh Loy
Cheow, chairman of the
Board of Governors of
SMK Convent Green Lane
on May 27 thanked the
state government for sup-
porting the school’s ex-
pansion project.

“Thank you to the Pen-
ang state government for
supporting our school. The
state has not only provided
us financial support but
also moral support in our
expansion project. With
the upgrading, we defi-
nitely will be able to be-
come a one session school,” Yeoh told Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng.

SMK Convent Green Lane was established on
Jan 2, 1961 as a missionary school and is par-
tially aided by the government.

Currently, the school has double sessions with
the lower forms in the afternoon.

Recognising the need to convert the school into
a single-session one for greater excellence both
academically and in co-curricular field, the school

SMK CONVENT GHEEN Lﬁ'\lE e
100,000
SERATUS RIBU S.ll‘hl-li

Yeoh ( fourth from left) receiving the mock cheque from Guan Eng
(fifth from left) while the other committee members, exco members
and assemblymembers join in the group photo.

embarked on an ambitious project in 2012 under
the leadership of then principal Lim Yen Lee.

The cost of a new building is RM2.5 million
and the project is still short of RM428,000.

The Chief Minister has given RM 100,000 from
his CM’s special allocation.

The mock cheque was handed over to Yeoh
who was accompanied by Dr. Manjit Kaur a/p
Hardial Singh, who is chairman of the Building
Fund Committee, Gurjeet Kaur a/p Karbal Singh,
principal of SMK Convent Green Lane and others.

Trees transplant for w1der road

INSTEAD of 33 trees, the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) will
transplant only sixteen trees lo-
cated along Jalan Masjid Negeri
to several locations. This is to
make way for the widening of the
Jalan Masjid Negeri under the
Project 5B.

MBPP Traffic Engineer Zainud-
din Mohamed Shariff held a press
conference at site on May 27 and
showed members of the press
where the trees will be transplant-
ed. According to him MBPP is in
the process of engaging arborist
and contractor to do the transplant-
ing. “By end of June, we will move
the trees in stages. If everything
goes well, we expect an 80% rate
of survival for the trees,” he said.

He said some traffic disruption
may occur during the transplanting
and appealed for motorists under-
standing as the trees are huge and
safety measures will be taken. The
trees will be moved in stages to a
piece of land next to a tennis court
nearby. Some of the trees are
between 25-45 years old.

Zamuddm (third from rlght) looking at the layout of the trees
to be transplanted.

AROUND TOWN

BUSINESS AWARDS

THE Platinum Business Awards 2016 Penang Roadshow themed
“Local Expertise Global Presence” will be held at Sunway
Hotel in Seberang Perai on June 23 from 10am to 1pm. It is
jointly organised by SME Seberang Perai & SME Malaysia.
For details, contact WhatsApp 012-422 4004 or www.smeam.
org

FREE TRIAL ENGLISH CLASS

THIS will be a highly interactive and engaging 45-minute ses-
sion, suitable for children of ages 6 to 12. The aim is to help
your child enjoy reading and to read fluently, expand on the
vocabulary base to master everyday speech, and achieve confi-
dence in speaking and aim for higher levels. For details, contact
04-611 6158 or write to enquiry @livingstonlearning.my. Find
us onwww.facebook.com/livingstonMY. Livingston House of
Learning is located at 78-2, Pesiaran Mahsuri 2, Bayan Lepas.

FOR THE NEEDY

THE SEEDs, a non-profit group, is holding a charity camping
event to support the global movement against hunger and pov-
erty from 10am on July 16 to 4pm on July 17 at YMCA Penang
Hill. The camp is open to Malaysians aged above 12. For details
and registration, contact Jererd at 013-9100000.

SPONSORS WANTED

THE Children’s Protection Society of Penang wants volunteers
and sponsors for its Charity Food Fair Bazaar on July 31 at the
Methodist Boys’ School in Penang at 9am. For details, call
Rajam (04-8294046).

ROOMS TO LET

YWCA Penang has spacious rooms with attached bathrooms
for rental on short or long term basis. Free Wifi and ample
parking space. Quiet area and privacy assured. Nearby to KFC,
McD, Maybank and bus-stop. Please call 04-8281855/ 8280741
or email penang@yweca.org.my for enquiries.

MASS AEROBICS

PENANG Metropolitan Aerobics and Fitness Association is
holding mass aerobics sessions on Sundays at SPICE Centre,
and at Taman Metropolitian in Relau at 6pm on Thursdays and
Saturdays. For details, call Ahmad (012-4738500), or look up
metropolitian-aerobics on Facebook.

WCC SERVICES

THE Women'’s Centre for Change (WCC) at 241, Jalan Burma,
Penang , provides free and confidential services such as counsel-
ling and legal advice to women in crisis. For details, email wecc@
wcepenang.org or call 04-2280342.

FREE EMAIL COUNSELLING

HELP4u, an initiative of the Penang Education Council, pro-
vides confidential, anonymous and free email counselling for
young people between 13-25 years who need help on issues
relating to their studies, family, relationship and others. For
details, log on to their website, www.help4u.my, www.help4u.
org.my

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

LEARN how to start your e-commerce website successfully
when you join a free once-a-month session called Tech Tuesday
organised by Redbox Studio at Eureka Complex, Universiti
Sains Malaysia. Open to entrepreneurs and business owners.
Pick a date and sign up at: http://redboxstudio.com/tech-tuesday/



A bumper year for PBAHB

Story by Chan Lilian

PBA Holdings Berhad was proud to announce during
its 16th annual general meeting (AGM) on May 24
that the company had approved a final single tier
dividend of 4.0% for the year in review.

The amount of this final dividend payout was
RM6.62 million.

As such, the net dividend proposed and declared
by PBAHB for the financial year ending Dec 31,
2015 would total approximately 7.5%.

This marks the 13th consecutive year that PBAHB
has rewarded all its shareholders with dividends.

However, Penangites were also relieved that there
had been no water rationing in Penang while the
company reaped a profit after tax (PAT) of RM38
million, as compared to RM24.76 million in 2014.

“In 2015, the PBAHB group’s main source of
revenue was the sale of water to 575,474 registered
water consumers in Penang,” said chief executive

Treat for Hong Kong

officer Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa

“During the year in review, sale of water gener-
ated RM300.325 million in revenue for the company,
as compared to RM261.017 million in 2014, reflect-
ing a percentage increase in value of 15.06%. Other
operating revenue contributed an additional
RM11.245 million,” he added.

“Meanwhile, the cost of sales was RM207.119
million while administrative expenses was RM60.632
million. Taking into account interest income, PBAHB
recorded a profit before tax (PBT) of RM44.770 mil-
lion. Tax expense amounted to RM6.770 million,
resulting in a PAT of RM38.00 million,” he said.

Penangites can continue to be assured when Jaseni
said, “To date in 2016, PBAPP has upheld the prin-
ciple of ‘no water rationing at all costs’ in Penang.”

The prolonged dry season caused by Super El Nifio
lasted five months.

Nevertheless, with the implementation of effective
dry weather control protocols, the reserves in the Air

Itam Dam and the Teluk Bahang Dam will last at
least another 49 days and 151 days respectively, as
at May 23, without rain.

Meanwhile, PBAPP is still able to draw more than
1 billion litres per day (MLD) of raw water from
Sungai Muda in Seberang Prai Utara for treatment at
the Sungai Dua Water Treatment Plant that supplies
more than 80% of Penang’s treated water.

As such, PBAPP is still providing 100% urban and
99.7% rural supply coverage in the state.

“Although there was some rainfall in May, PBAPP
remains on alert status. We will continue to be vigi-
lant of sufficient raw water availability in all of
Penang’s dams as well as in Sungai Muda,” he said.

The alert level will only be deactivated when the
effective capacities of the Air Itam Dam and the
Teluk Bahang Dam reach 60%; and the effective
levels of the Beris Dam and Muda Dam in Kedah
(that are designed to release water into Sungai Muda)
are at 50%.

Recognising Penang’s

brightest minds

durian lovers

— — T E—

OUR local Penang durians are
driving tourists from Hong Kong
crazy and business is booming for
tour agents as they are coming in
droves to sample them, especially
during the current durian season.

Penang Global Tourism (PGT)
is working closely with Hong
Kong-based tour company, EGL
Tours, to promote Durian Series
Tour Packages where Hong Kong
residents get to spend three to four
nights in Penang to indulge in
premium breed durians like the
“Musang King” as well as to taste
the Empurau fish, known colloqui-
ally as “forget me not” in Chinese.

Besides pampering their taste
buds, they will also be taken
sight-seeing around Penang es-
pecially to popular attractions
like the Street Art, Khoo Kongsi,
Street of Harmony, the Clan Jet-
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Law (right) happily mingling with some durian lovers from Hong Kong.

ties and others.

State exco member for Tourism
Development and Culture Danny
Law was at the famous durian stall
located along Anson Road to wel-
come such a tour group on May 29.

“It is good for the durian sellers
as well as a great boost for tourism.
They are closing at 4pm today
instead of the usual 6pm,” Law
said referring to the durian stall.

According to EGL Tours, around
five to six groups with each group
numbering 40 tourists are brought
over from Hong Kong every week
under its Durian Series Tour Pack-
ages.

In 2015, a total of 3,465 visitors
came to Penang while for this year,
as many as 1,390 have visited
Penang at the time of writing.

Also present was PGT chief
executive officer Ooi Chok Yan.

HIGH achievers in last year’s Sijil Pela-
jaran Malaysia (SPM) and Sijil Tinggi
Pelajaran Malaysia (STPM) were given
recognition and cash rewards by the state
government in a simple ceremony on
May 29.

For the 255 SPM scholars given their
well-deserved recognition by Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng, they scored a
minimum of 7A+ while the 10 STPM
high achievers attained a Grade Point
Average of 4.0.

Three students under the Special Stu-
dent Category were also recognised for
their good results.

These students will be receiving
RM350 each with a certificate (SPM),
RMS800 each with a certificate (STPM)
and RM350 each with a certificate and
trophy (Special Student Category).

Lim, in his speech, advised the re-
cipients to contribute towards the better-

ment of Penang in future once they
complete their studies and mentioned
some of the steps the state government
is taking to prevent further brain drain.

“In order to curb further loss of our
talents, the state government has estab-
lished the Penang Future Foundation
(PFF) which is a special scholarship
programme for outstanding Malaysian
students. Priority is of course given to
Penangites in selected courses at our
Malaysian institutes of higher learning,”
Lim said.

Also present were state exco members
Lim Hock Seng (Works, Utilities &
Transport) and Chong Eng (Youth &
Sports, Women, Family and Community
Development), Members of Parliament
Steven Sim (Bukit Mertajam) and P.
Kasthuri (Batu Kawan) as well as Bukit
Tengah assemblymember Ong Chin
Wen.

Lim (front row, centre) and other state leaders having their photo taken with the

créme of the crop of Penang’s excellent academic achievers.
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Bridging the rural-urban health gap

THERE are lots of things to be
thankful this Ramadan.

Apart from there’s never a
drought or shortage of Ramadan
bazaars for Malaysians to choose
from, we too are grateful for another
chance to be in such ablessed month
to purify the body and mind, to re-
flect and recalibrate our moral
compass and to devote ourselves to
become better Muslims through
good deeds.

A famous Islamic scholar, Dr
Bilal Philips, once said: “Ramadan
is not a temporary increase of reli-
gious practice, itis a glimpse of what
you are capable of doing every day.”

Despite the Malaysian culture to
overspend, we are always reminded
that Ramadan teaches thus to put
ourselves in the shoes of others,
particularly those who are destitute
and unfortunate.

Malaysians’ willingness to spend
on food should not be mistaken for
wealth and prosperity but merely a
facade to the struggle in coping with
inflation since the introduction of the
infamous Goods and Services Tax
(GST) in April 2015.

It is truly unsettling to witness

how much, for the past decades, we
have accomplished as a nation but
yet still lack in so many vital areas
especially when it comes to eliminat-
ing income inequality that exists
between those who live in rural ar-
eas and those of urban-dwellers.

In 1970, the rural-urban income
gap was recorded to be RM228 and
continued to increase into the 80’s,
90’s and now in 2000’s.

It is recorded in 2014 that the in-
come gap has expanded to RM3 002.

Therefore, what are the solutions
that have been proposed by the BN-
led government to rectify suchissues
and if the past policies and eco-
nomic incentives have any impact at
all in bridging the ever growing
gaps?

The urban-rural divide does not
end there. We too have serious
healthcare disparities between differ-
ent regions in our country.

Due to lack of specialists and
medical equipment, most of the time
patients who are seeking treatment
are forced to be referred to another
public hospital that could cater to
their respective medical needs.

Often they would have to travel

across state borders at their own
expense which is a financial burden
and time-consuming.

Our nation’s healthcare systems
are lacking lots of things ranging
frominsufficient of the latest medical
equipment to providing adequate
number of doctors/specialists per
population.

Such inadequacy is made worse
when we look at the inequity in ac-
cess to healthcare in rural and urban
areas.

For example, in 2010 it was re-
ported that Malaysia only has 55
tertiary care centres that specialise in
treatment of cancer of which 28 were
public hospitals and 27 privately
owned.

And of all the 55 hospitals, most
were found in the west coast of
Peninsular Malaysia.

In 2015, the average doctor to
patientratio was 1:633, a far-fetched
from the ideal ratio of 1:400 that the
government would like to achieve
by 2020.

Putting scepticism aside, even if
the government managed to conjure
up enough doctors to fill the gap,
immediate steps need to be taken to

ensure that those who live in rural
areas would be able to access the
same healthcare services enjoyed by
their urban counterparts.

According to the State Health
Plan 2011-2015, the doctor to patient
ratios in Sabah and Sarawak are
1:1357 and 1:957 respectively while
in Peninsular Malaysia, states like
Kelantan and Kedah fare better at
1:917 and 1:837 respectively.

Itis a matter of concern that even
amongst the poor states in Malaysia
there is an apparent gap in terms of
healthcare accessibility.

Although we welcome the gov-
ernment’s initiative to bridge the
healthcare rural-urban gap iniits 11th
Malaysia Plan with the introduction
of 1Malaysia clinics, it is also impor-
tant to highlight the serious lack of
judgement and irresponsible deci-
sions made by the respective minis-
tries to put the health and fate of our
citizens at the hands of nurses at the
price of RM1.

Although we were ensured that
the 1Malaysia clinics would only
treat common illnesses like fever,
cough and cold as well as follow-up
treatment for diabetes and hyperten-

sion there is still a matter of whether
itisethical oreven legal for someone
other than the doctors or pharmacists
to prescribe drugs or to assess the
patient’s health condition.

As a country that prides itself to
becoming a developed nation by
2020, it is safe to say that we have a
long road ahead to perfect our health-
care systems in providing quality
healthcare for the rakyat.

It goes without saying that it is the
federal government’s responsibility
to ensure that all citizens from all
walks of life are able to enjoy the
benefits of excellent healthcare poli-
cies and able to access high quality
public healthcare services irrespec-
tive of where they live.

Building more specialist hospi-
tals and finding ways to recruit
more doctors and specialists for
rural areas would be the right step
to take.

If the KPJ Healthcare Sdn Bhd’s
latest plan to build eight specialist
hospitals at a cost of RM1.3 billion
is any indication, we could assume
that one specialist hospital would
only cost around RM400 million.
- By Dr Afif Bahardin
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Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng said
four pylons the height of Komtar and
cable cars plying across the seas with
shimmering lights at night will protray
a romantic sight.

between the pylons and there is no
reason how the alignment is a problem.
Ships have ample space to turn,” he
added at a press conference in Komtar
on June 1.

Utilities and Transportation Lim Hock
Seng.

to the rejection by the Transport Min-
ister Datuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai of the
Skycab project.

required to pay a single sen. This project

‘Study Skycab professionally’

ment.

“I hope Liow will work profession-
ally and not politicise the matter to
sabotage Penang. Liow said he had
written to me but I did not receive any
letter. I invite him for a discussion.
Come, we are ready,” Guan Eng added.

“Malaysian Resources Corporation
Berhad (MRCB) is the company which
will carry out the project. They are close
to the federal government and are work-
ing on Penang Sentral,” he said.

The Skycab will link Penang Sentral
on the mainland to Karpal Singh Drive
in Jelutong.

The journey is only 15 minutes to get
to the other side - unlike the ferry which
takes almost an hour.

“This Skycab project is not only
beneficial for Penang. It is also benefi-
cial for Malaysia as it is a tourist attrac-
tion as well,” Guan Eng added.

“There is a distance of 1km to 1.5km

Also present was exco for Works,

The Chief Minister was responding

“The federal government is not even

is funded by the Penang state govern-

Putrajaya urged to implement
raw water transfer scheme

CHIEF Minister Lim
Guan Eng has urged the
federal government to
implement the proposed
Sungai Perak Raw Wa-
ter Transfer Scheme _
(SPRWTS) to explore M
water resources and ful- |
fil the need for raw wa-
ter until 2050. i

“We also hope the
government will carry
out its responsibility as
agreed upon in the Na-
tional Water Services
Restructuring Initiative
in 2011, which states
that the federal govern-
ment is responsible to
fulfil the need for raw
water in Penang and to sustain four million
people within the northern region,” he said
in his speech at the opening of the upgraded
(Package 12) of Sungai Dua Water Treatment
Plant (SDWTP) in northern Seberang Prai
on June 3.

Also present was Penang Water Supply
Corporation Sdn Bhd (PBAPP) chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa.

The SDWTP, which was upgraded at a
cost of RM54.9 million, will ensure sufficient
water supply in Penang.

Jaseni said the plant supplies more than
80% of Penang’s treated water daily.

“There are nine treatment plants and SD-

The newly upgraded Sungai Dua Water Treatment Plant in
Sungai Dua, Kepala Batas.

WTP is the only one that can meet the de-
mand or shortfall with a 36% reserve margin
of treated water,” he added.

He commented that the plant has under-
gone seven major upgrading works since the
official opening of the Sungai Muda Scheme
by the late Prime Minister Tun Abduk Razak
Hussein in 1973.

“Water consumption in Penang has in-
creased by 469.2% from 52.1 million cu m
in 1973 to0 296.66 cu m in 2015.

“SDWTP’s maximum treatment capacity
has also increased from 136 million litres per
day (MLD) in 1973 to 1,228 MLD now,
which represents about 900% increase,” he
added.

-

Guan Eng (r
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ight) and Hock Seng speaking on the

Skycab project.

Don’t delay highway projects,

says Hock Seng

EXCO for Works, Utilities and
Transport Lim Hock Seng on
June 4 hit out at vice-chairman
of Parti Cinta Malaysia, Datuk
Huan Cheng Guan, who on June
3 lodged a report at the Malay-
sian Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion (MACC) over alleged ir-
regularities in the RM6.34 bil-
lion proposed undersea tunnel
and three highway projects.

Huan claimed the state gov-
ernment had allegedly paid up
to five times higher for the fea-
sibility and detailed design stud-
ies for the undersea tunnel
project and the three paired
roads on the island.

The 7.2km undersea tunnel
will link Gurney Drive to Bagan
Ajam while the three paired
roads are from Tanjong Bunga
to Teluk Bahang (10.5 km —
Phase 1), Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu
Expressway to Air Itam (5.7km
— Phase 2) and Gurney Drive to
the same expreesway (4.1km —
Phase 3).

Hock Seng said Phase 2 will
commence this year, and the
preliminary work will be done
over the next few months.

“Subsequently, Phase 1 is
expected to start next year and
Phase 3 in 2018.

“We do not want to start all
three phases at the same time,
as we want to keep traffic inter-
ference to a minimal,” he added.

Hock Seng said that projects
for the Penang Transport Master
Plan were awarded through
open tenders.

“The undersea tunnel project
and the three paired roads saw
seven companies participating
in the Request For Proposal
(RFP) before Consortium Ze-
nith BUCG Sdn Bhd was se-
lected.

“Come and visit me if he
(Huan) is confused or has any
doubts. I hope he won’t use
MACC to delay the projects
which will be commencing
soon,” Hock Seng told reporters
at the sidelines of the launch of
the construction and upgrading
of Jalan Paya Terubong paired
road from Lebuhraya Thean
Teik to Lebuh Bukit Jambul by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
at Bukit Jambul.

Guan Eng recently revealed
that the total cost of the feasibil-
ity and detailed design reports
for the proposed undersea tunnel
project together with the three
paired roads was RM305 mil-
lion.



Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

THE transformation under the “Cleaner,
Greener, Safer and Healthier Penang”
scheme, carried out by the state govern-
ment since 2010, has improved waste
disposal and cleanliness in Penang.

“We have now a better and organised
system, which is firm, advanced and at
par with other international advanced
cities through various programmes with
the local communities, especially Local
Agenda 21,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said at the launching of the Waste
Disposal at Source function at Batu
Maung on June 11.

Local Agenda 21 is the strategy and
action programme for implementing
sustainable development at a local level.

“Daily each Penang resident dis-
poses of an average 1.1kg of waste,
resulting in a total of 1,700 tons of
garbage collected in the state for dis-

I,

posal at the Pulau Burong landfill.
“Both the Penang Island City Council

Smartships to take cruising to new heights

ON June 7, Pen-
ang welcomed
one of Royal Car-
ibbean Interna-
tional’s newest
billion-dollar
smartship “Ova-
tion of the Seas”
— becoming the
first port-of-call
for the ship in
Southeast Asia.

The ship, with ™
more than 4,000
guests, is on a
14-night cruise from Dubai to Singapore.

At 347m long, 168,666 gross regis-
tered tonnes, and laden with first-at sea
features and technologies, “Ovation of
the Seas” joins her sister “Quantum of
the Seas” as the largest in Asia.

The “Quantum” also called at Penang
last year.

“Ovation of the Seas” has 2,090 state-
rooms and 1,500 crew members.

To celebrate the maiden call, a plaque
and key ceremony was held.

Present were Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng, director-general of Tourism
Malaysia Datuk Seri Mirza Mohammad
Taiyab, Penang Port Commission chair-
man Datuk Syed Mohamad Syed Mur-
taza Mohamad and its general manager
Puzi Mohamad Nazir.

Joining them were managing director
of Royal Caribbean, Singapore and
Southeast Asia, Sean Treacy and Captain
Flemming Nielsen of “Ovation of the

‘Ovation of the Seas’ at Swettenham Pier.

Seas”.

“As part of Royal Caribbean Interna-
tional’s Quantum Class of smartships,
the Ovation is set to take cruising in the
Southeast Asia region to new heights,
with a number of first-at-sea features and
most advanced technologies.

“Moreover, with 4,091 guests from
around the world on board, this is the
highest number on a cruise ship for the
Port of Penang,” he added.

Lim commented that in Southeast
Asia, the cruise industry is poised for
significant growth.

Indeed in 2014, Malaysia hosted the
second highest number of port calls, a
total of 505 — second only to Japan with
a total 626 calls in 2014.

And within those 505 port calls to
Malaysia, Penang was the leading port
for the cruise industry in Malaysia, and
together with Port Klang, makes up 46%
of the cruise market in the country.
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Visitors looking at the information displayed at the booths during the launch.

(MBPP) and Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) allocate RM95 .64 mil-

lion and RM98.99 million respectively
to manage waste disposal and cleanli-
ness in their area,” Lim added.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon,
exco for Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow and Batu Maung as-
semblymember Datuk Abdul Malik
Abul Kassim.

Lim said since the launch of the
Waste Disposal At Source program at
Komtar on June 1, he is confident the
state will encounter a paradigm shift in
waste disposal and public cleanliness.

“The existing recycling rate in Pen-
ang at 32% is the highest in Malaysia
and is three times higher than the na-
tional rate of 10.5%, which is expected
to reach 20% by 2020.

“I am confident the rate in the state
will improve to be at par with that of
developed countries which exceeds
40% .’ he added.

Lexis Suites Penang set to be a new icon

LEXIS Hotel Group, the F
dynamic local hospitality
brand, on June 10 an-
nounced the opening of its
first hotel in Penang.

The opening of Lexis
Suites Penang along the
idyllic beach in Teluk
Kumbar is strategically
important for Kuala
Lumpur Metro Group,
owner of the property, as
it makes its presence in the
hospitality scene in the
north of the country.

Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng officiated at the
opening, with chairman of Kuala
Lumpur Metro Group Datuk Mat
Hassan Esa, its managing director
Datuk Low Tak Fatt, executive direc-
tor Datuk Yap Chuan Thai and presi-
dent of Lexis Hotel Group Mandy
Chew.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Has-
non, exco for Tourism Development
and Culture Danny Law Heng Kiang
and Batu Maung assemblymember
Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim.

Lim in his speech congratulated
Kuala Lumpur Metro Group for suc-
cessfully developing and bringing
this luxurious hotel to Teluk Kumbar,
which is set to be a new icon in the
southern part of Penang.

Lexis Suites Penang comprises 222
luxurious suites with private pool and

The five-star Lexis Suites Penang in Teluk
Kumbar.

steam room in every unit together
with full hotel facilities in food and
beverage, meeting and convention,
leisure and others.

“We have every confidence in both
Kuala Lumpur Metro and Lexis
Group in managing and operating
Lexis Suites given the impressive
track records at Port Dickson, as
highlighted by Datuk Mat Hassan Esa
that their four resorts under Lexis
management have brought in 2.5 mil-
lion tourists since 2006.

“Penang has recorded promising
growth in the tourism sector, includ-
ing in green fields like cruise tourism.
Last year, Penang recorded the high-
est number of port calls by 145 cruise
ships with the second highest for
passengers totalling 125,802,” Lim
added.
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Education and
training for youths

Story by Amanda Khong

THE state government has continuously been
providing various platforms for youths to
improve their industrial skills and make use
of them in real life.

Deputy Chief Minister II Prof. Dr. P. Ra-
masamy said the state government, through
Penang Skills Development Center (PSDC),
played its part in training human capital in
various highly skilled fields to fulfill the needs
of the state’s technology-based industry.

Among the skills focused on are precision
machining technology, engineering (com-
puter, electronics, mechatronics, telecommu-
nication), and advanced manufacturing (CAD/
CAM).

The state also works with Small and Me-
dium Enterprise Association Malaysia
(SAMENTA) and Fourier Technical Consult-
ants (FTC) in preparing training programmes

and vocational education for students.

In line with the state government’s vision
in making Penang an international level smart
city, the Vocational Skills Employment Pro-
gramme (VSEP) programme through collabo-
rating with Penang Science Cluster, SAMEN-
TA and FTC will emphasise the technical as-
pects of adaptive skills that can be applied to
meet this vision.

“The state government is trying to help
young people who are less fortunate and un-
able to finance their studies to a higher level
by giving scholarships and vocational training
allowances. Through this VSEP programme,
students not only learn, but also practise the
skills taught to become highly skilled human
capital in their field of interest,” said Ra-
masamy who is also the state exco member
for State Economix Planning, Education and
Human Resources, Science, Technology and
Innovation.

June 16 - 30, 2016

Welfare programmes for the people

VARIOUS welfare programmes
have been implemented by the state
government since 2009 for the
people’s peace, prosperity and their
welfare.

The state government’s effort
can be seen through the pro-
grammes such as Equitable Eco-
nomic Agenda (AES) to help poor
families.

“Starting in July 2015, the state
government has changed the AES
pay out policy of unconditional aid
to conditional aid. The amendment
is to act as a platform to monitor the
effectiveness of the programme in
assisting poor families, changing
behaviour patterns in families and
at the same time, it helps collect
data for improvement,” said Phee
Boon Poh, exco member for Wel-
fare, Caring Society and Environ-
ment.

As of April this year, there are
overall a total of 1,249 AES benefi-
ciaries.

Taking sexual crimes seriously

THE issue of sexual

sure their own safety.

Phee added that the state govern-
ment is also implementing other
welfare programmes to ease the
people’s burden, like the Senior
Citizens Appreciation Program,
Single Mothers Program, Only
Child Program, single mothers and
the disabled programme and so on.

In addition, the state government
also emphasises on welfare and
security of the people.

Cases involving disasters such
as fires and floods should be dealt
with sensibly and systematically
either before or after the cata-
strophic event.

Other than that, the state govern-
ment through the Welfare and Car-
ing Society Committee has decided
to establish a fire squad community
in each village development and
security committee (JKKK).

The primary purpose of this
squad is to take early action such as
putting out and rescue in case of fire
before the arrival of firefighters.
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harassment is one that
has an impact not only
on the women but the
men as well.

Men who appreciate
and respect their wife,
daughter, sister and
other female relatives
definitely agree that
sexual harassment
against women is not
acceptable.

There is a direct link
between the two con-
cepts which is gender
inequality causes vio-
lence against women.

Chong Eng, exco
member for Women,
Family and Community
Development, Youth
and Sports, said during
her winding up speech
in the recently con-
cluded state assembly
that violence against
women, including do-
mestic violence, wheth-
er physical, mental,
emotional, sexual or
social, can destroy not
only women but the
family and society.

“All adults who are
capable, no matter
women or men, have a
responsibility to en-

However, people
should not place the
burden of safety from
gender-based violence
crimes such as rape,
sexual harassment and
so on on the shoulders
of women alone,” said
Chong Eng.

Statistically, in
terms of the number of
male victims of domes-
tic violence in Malay-
sia as of November last
year, quoted by the
Women, Family and
Community Ministry,
was 33 men against
557 women, which is
about 5% of the total
cases.

Although men also
suffer from this prob-
lem, it is clear that the
number of female vic-
tims is much higher,
and therefore this issue
has a more serious im-
pact on women.

Chong Eng also
stressed that the cause
of gender-based vio-
lence, including do-
mestic violence, is the
difference or inequal-
ity of power between
women and men.

Dear Sir,

I'read with interest the remarks made
by K. Suthakar in his comment piece
published in the Star, 11th June 2016.

He laments being issued parking
summons near a very famous cendol
stall off Penang Road.

But interestingly to quote Sutha-
kar, “I pointed out a bay to him (his
friend from Kuantan) and told him
there was no need to display coupons
since it was a public holiday.”

“I even parked my cars in some
motorcycle bays.”

All this because he had been in
another area of Georgetown which
has free parking on public holidays.

Now it is pretty obvious what has
transpired here; pretty clear of com-
mitment of an offence but also under-
standably a pretty clear case of liter-
ary venting of perceived injustice
received !!

Hence, my question,‘‘Parking Sum-
mons in Penang .. Onus on who 7

Before I answer that question,
permit me to share my personal Park-
ing Summons experience which just
happened yesterday (10th June 2016).

I'was in a Red Parking Zone at JIn
Burma (9am - 9pm, Mon - Sun) and
it was pretty obvious I had to prepare
my Parking Coupon. Being a per-
ceived short detour into my church
for an event, I scratched for 30 min-
utes from 9.05am till 9.35am.

Then I returned to my car only to
realize that I left my bag inside my
church. So I rushed back in, retrieved
my bag and just as I approached my
car, there was our efficient Pegawai
Penguatkuasa leaving his Summons
on my windshield.

Imagine my horror as I looked at
my watch and saw it was just 9.40am.
Thoughts raced through my mind, ““5
minutes !! I am penalized for being
late 5 minutes !!”

Then my self-righteous mode
kicked in as I hollered at the MBPP
Officer to come to me. I actually
(sadly) yelled at him saying that I
am taking a photo of him and intend
to lodge a complaint for unfair
Summons.

After everything simmered
down as I reentered my car only to
realize something was wrong. My
Parking Coupon was absent from
the dashboard !!

You see, I had, in my haste to re-
trieve my bag, inadvertently removed
the Parking Coupon, hence resulting
in my rightful receiving of the Park-
ing Summons !! Being 5 minutes late
has now become an irrelevance and
all I can think off now was to make
amends for the injustice I meted out
on the MBPP Officer.

In a nutshell, whenever we are is-
sued a Parking Summons, instead of
asking why, we should be asking if. If
we had done enough to make sure we

Onus on motorist

do not receive a Summons.

Do we buy a couple of Coupon
booklets and keep in our dashboards ?
Citing that the Coupons will lapse
holds no water as the years are for
2016/2017/2018.

Do we walk around and check to
see if it is the Red Zone or Green or
Blue ? Do we read the fine print for the
parking enforcement times and days ?
Whether Public Holidays are excluded
or not ?

At the end of the day, whether
you are a Penangite or out of town,
onus is certainly on us the motorists
to check on all matters above. And
ultimately if in doubt, what is wrong
with scratching out 60 minutes or
80 sen for parking when a moment
of folly can result with a maximum
compound of RM30 ?

Soto all of us in Penang, George-
town is a city full of beautiful sights
and places to eat and enjoy. It is
surely not a city that bays for our
blood.

And lastly, my sincere apologies
to En Anuar, Officer of Bahagian
Penguatkuasa MBPP. Keep up your
good work with your colleagues
without fear or favour.

Thank you.

Boo Soon Yew
Georgetown

* See also Pg 10
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Why we need the PTMP

By Roger Teoh

THIS article on the Penang Trans-
port Master Plan (PTMP) is in re-
sponse to Dr Lim Mah Hui’s letter
to the editor “Road to folly — will
building more roads solve traffic
congestion?” published in Malaysia-
kini on May 18 (https://www.malay-
siakini.com/letters/342032)

The concerns raised by Dr Lim,
amember of the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP), against building
more roads to solve traffic conges-
tion are perfectly rational.

In his article, Dr Lim cautioned
against the prospect of “induced
demand” for building highways in
the PTMP, where travellers will be
attracted back to using private
vehicles on the roads because of
reduced congestion and increased
road supply.

However, there are several key
factors which I beg to differ on the
perspectives raised by Dr Lim
against promoting car usage and
public transport at the same time.

The Case of Road Construction

Firstly, constructing new roads
and highways on Penang Island is
absolutely critical for the modernisa-
tion of Penang’s obsolete road infra-
structure left by the British in the 20
century.

On first sight, this action of build-
ing more roads might seem contra-
dictory against the state govern-
ment’s own slogan of “Moving
People Not Cars”.

However, rather than having
the mentality of “promoting car
usage”, the construction of new
highways can be justified to in-
crease accessibility and connectiv-
ity to areas which previously had

inadequate road access.

An example can be drawn from
the townships of Air Itam and Far-
lim, whose developments in recent
years have led to an increasing urban
population and density in terms of
residents and job opportunities.

However, there is only one main
access road serving the township,
branching out from the Greenlane
arterial road at present day.

This insufficient road capacity is
clearly reflected on the unacceptable
traffic congestion frequently experi-
enced during peak times on a typical
day.

Making matters worse, it is also
important to point out that busi-
nesses and freight transport rely
heavily on adequate and reliable road
networks in order to function effi-
ciently.

The construction of new roads is
also crucial for economic growth in
the state, businesses and sustaining
urban life.

Hence, a holistic assessment and
wider economic benefits of the
project have to be taken into account,
rather than solely focusing on the
behaviour of personal travellers
alone.

In addition to that, the perfor-
mance of road based public transport
systems such as buses also heavily
depends on the reliability of road
networks and reduced congestion.

It will not be practical to presume
that buses will be able to run faster,
punctually and reliably under present
day road conditions.

By opting against these key road
constructions as proposed by the
PTMP, the attractiveness of buses
will further deteriorate over time due
to worsening traffic congestion.

On the other hand, the state

government will have increased
flexibility to implement more ef-
ficient traffic management strate-
gies after these additional road
spaces are created.

For example, traffic lanes can
now be reallocated to public trans-
port such as priority bus lanes, im-
proving bus reliability, and also
without compromising traffic flow
and congestion on existing road links
at the same time.

Despite these arguments, it is
essential to say that the PTMP will
only be acceptable if the state gov-
ernment assures that these proposed
highways will be the last major road
construction on Penang Island.

The key point of these highways
is to unlock areas which previously
have poor accessibility, as well as
upgrading Penang Island’s obsolete
road infrastructure, not necessarily
promoting car use.

Comparison with Other Cities

On the contrary, similar concepts
on the case supporting road construc-
tion in Penang Island does not apply
in the capital city of Kuala Lumpur
and its surrounding areas due to dif-
fering circumstances. Kuala Lumpur
and Selangor should stop building
new roads and highways because the
accessibility and connectivity in
terms of road access between zones
is already satisfactory.

Not only that, it is also too sim-
plistic to pinpoint the construction of
roads as the one and only factor
causing the reduction of public tran-
sit modal share in Kuala Lumpur
over time. Rather, a series of factors
such as poor design, integration and
station accessibility must be exam-
ined in the failure of the two LRT
lines (Smart and Putra) and the KL

Penangites hit back at parking rant

WHEN in Rome, do what the
Romans do. Parking summonses...
Onus on who?

These are some of the remarks
made by several people following
an article in The Star on June 11.

In the article, the writer and his
friend had parked illegally.

He admitted that he had parked
at motorcycle parking lots.

And tomake it worse, he told his
friend that no parking coupons were
required. But he had the audacity
to make an outburst, “The city that
bays for motorists’ blood”, when
his friend was issued a summons.

This raised the ire of Penangites
who rose to defend the state.

Datuk Dr. Lim Seh Guan said in
his Facebook: “The title itself *bays
for motorists blood* is so drama-
tised you would think the parking
feeis RM400 instead of 40 sen. All
Penangites may get the RM30 fine
for parking offences if they park
illegally or do not display valid
coupons. Although we grumble we
appreciate the efficiency of the en-
forcement officers in keeping the
city functioning.”

Meanwhile, Boo Soon Yew who
was also issued a summons for

failing to display the parking cou-
pon supported the council’s action.

In an email, he said: “In a nut-
shell, whenever we are issued a
parking summons, instead of asking
why, we should be asking if. If we
had done enough to make sure we
do not receive a summons?”’

He further added: “Do we buy a
couple of coupon booklets and keep
on our dashboards? Citing that the
coupons will lapse holds no water
astheyearsarefor2016/2017/2018.”

He further added: “Atthe end of
the day, whether you are a Penan-
gite or out of town, onus is cer-

monorail in achieving its expected
ridership targets.

Moving on, the case study of
Houston, Texas in its failure to re-
duce traffic congestion by building
more roads was also highlighted by
Dr Lim in his article. However, it is
misleading and inappropriate to
compare Penang with Houston on
transportation policies due to the
different nature and characteristics
of the two cities.

For example, Houston was
founded during the automobile era
whichits infrastructure is focused for
automobile use with low density and
urban sprawl.

Currently, above 95% of trips
made in Houston is by car, which is
the highest in the world (Newman
& Kenworthy, 2015).

These factors create an automo-
bile “lock-in" scenario for the city,
which makes the provision of public
transportation more costly and inef-
ficient due to its larger area.

Conversely, Penang Island has a
higher population density relative to
Houston,as well as the confined land
area on the island prevents the po-
tential for urban sprawl.

With that in mind, the impact of
the proposed Pan Island Link (PIL.1)
interms of discouraging and restrict-
ing the modal switch towards public
transport will not be as significant as
warned.

Nevertheless, both highway and
rail construction will be able to mu-
tually coexist as a package in the
PTMP as long as the door-to-door
speeds between car use and public
transport are comparable. I believe
this can be assured in the PTMPas
the Penang State Government will
be developing both new road and
rail links (LRT) at the same time,

tainly on us the motorists to check
on all related parking matters.
And ultimately if in doubt, what

is wrong with scratching out 60
minutes or 80 sen for parking
when a moment of folly can result
in a maximum compound of
RM307”

In conclusion, although the
writer had lamented about getting
fined, he acknowledge that many
of his outstation friends are thrilled
with the old world charm of the
inner city as well as the tasty
hawker food.

“George Town is one of the

buletini
yitisiara

instead of favouring one mode over
another.

‘Yes’to PTMP

In conclusion, the modernisation
of road transport networks in Penang
Island is crucial in meeting the chal-
lenge and needs of the 21st Century.
Alack of reliable road transportation
infrastructure can certainly constrain
economic growth and accessibility
in a city, and thus should not be
completely neglected.

It will be a false exaggeration
to envisage the PTMP being a
turning point for Penang towards
facilitating a car-dependent soci-
ety. As long as road construction
is not set as the main priority in
meeting transport needs, it is un-
likely that Penang will follow the
footsteps of an automobile de-
pendent megacity of constructing
endless spaghetti of super high-
ways.

Overall, a well-established rail
public network takes a longer time
to construct relative to roads, while
demand for transport is steadily in-
creasing.

Hence, the urgency of meeting
road transport demand has to be
addressed in the short term, while
also focusing on the long term provi-
sion and transition into sustainable
modes of transport such as walking,
cycling and public transport.

* Roger Teoh is a postgraduate
student studying for an MSc in
Transport Engineering at Imperial
College London & University Col-
lege London.

The city that bays for motorists’

major tourist destinations in
the country,” he said.

A majority of Penangites will
attest that the menace of “jaga
kereta” has greatly reduced as many
of these dubious characters who
hover around us demanding for
money ceased to exist when the
Penang Island City Council im-
posed 24-hour parking in popular
tourist spots.
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Women executors

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE success of a greener Penang now
rests on the shoulders of two women
executors who were appointed by the
Penang state government on June 1.

Penang island mayor Datuk Patahi-
yah Ismail and Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP) chief Datuk
Maimunah Shariff were recently re-
minded of their roles by Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng and exco member
for Local Government, Traffic Man-
agement and Flood Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow.

Penang launched the Waste Segre-
gation At Source at Komtar on June 1
and the public has a year to adopt to
the policy before enforcement steps
in.

“Two streams of segregation are
involved — recycable waste and or-
ganic waste (dirty rubbish, food
wastes). Homes can begin adopting
this method of separating their waste
and collection of waste is still the
same,” Chow said in his speech.

“Penang has the highest recycling
rate in Malaysia at 32% compared to
the national rate of only 10.5%. How-

for greener Penan

A P

Chow with
Maimunah
a n d
Patahiyah
(right) who
are tasked to
ensure that
the waste
segregation
policy is
adopted and
carried out
successfully.

ever, this figure is still low compared
to Japan which is 77%, Korea 49%
and Singapore 60%. With the waste
segregation policy, we hope to see
Penang’s rate increase,” Chow added.

Lim in his speech said it was a
historical moment for the state.

“We want to make Penang a green
state in Malaysia. While we are com-
mitted to developing the state and
improving the infrastructure, the peo-
ple must not remain backward where
cleanliness and environmental protec-
tion are concerned,” he added.

“On a daily basis, Penangties pro-
duce 1.1kg of solid waste. A total of
1,700 tonnes of solid waste is col-
lected for disposal at the Pulau Burung
rubbish disposal site. This costs MBPP
RM095.64 million and MPSP RM98.99
million. If we can reduce the solid
waste and have them recycled, it will
save Penang at least RM2.5 million,”
Lim said.

In the event held at Komtar, all the
exco members were also in attend-
ance. “Penang’s future to be a green-
er state shall now lie upon your shoul-
ders,” Lim said before handing over
the executor task to the two ladies.

QR Code to assist in waste segregation

PAYA Terubong assemblymember
Yeoh Soon Hin, in cooperation with
the Natural Green Organisation
(NGO), has launched the QR Code
which provides assistance to resi-
dents of high rise flats and apartments
on the waste segregation at source
policy.

Speaking to reporters on June 2,
Yeoh was concerned that Joint Man-
agement Bodies (JMB) and Manage-
ment Committees (MC) might not
have sufficient knowledge on how to
go about the state’s segregation of
waste at source policy and the legal

ability to abide by the new policy.

“The Local Government by-laws
have been amended to give effect to
this segregation of waste at source
policy. It is therefore an offence if
JMBs and MCs do not comply with
the requirements and offenders can
be taken to court,” said Yeoh.

The QR code aims to educate the
public and to provide support for
those who are in need of it to imple-
ment the policy.

Besides using the QR code, the
online form in seeking assistance can
also be found at: http://goo.gl/forms/

BSG|
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Penjelmaan gaya kehidupan terunggul di
Tanjung Bunga, Pulau Pinang
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e 348 unit kediaman elit dalam dua menara unggul
e Kondominium kontemporari yang menakjubkan dan menawarkan

9 jenis susun atur yang unik dan bergaya

¢ Keluasaan Lantai Kasar (GFA) antara 1,352 hingga 3,642 kaki persegi
¢ Pelbagai jenis kemudahan disediakan dengan sekuriti yang dipantau

24 jam

¢ Terletak di komuniti mantap iaitu di Permai Village, Tanjung Bunga
e Hak milik kekal
¢ Dijangka siap pada Disember 2016
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UNTUK KETERANGAN LANJUT, SILA HUBUNGI:
+604 229 6288 | www.bsgproperty.com

:25-B Lebuh Farquhar, 10200 Pulau Pinang, Malaysia T: +604 263 7888 F: +604 261 6985

THE GALLERIA :52, Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah, 10400 Penang, Malaysia T: +604 229 6288 F: +604 228 0188
PERMAI GALLERIA :Lot 10111, Jalan Lembah Permai, 11200 Tanjung Bunga, T:+604 891 2828 F: +604 891 8008

Pulau Pinang, Malaysia

Mira Residence ¢ Pemaju: Taman Sri Setia Sdn Bhd (87459-P) ¢ No. Lesen Pemaju: 4258-7/12-2017/1742 » Tempoh Sah: 19.12.2012 hingga

18.12.2017 * Permit Iklan dan Jualan: 4258-7/02-2017/01273(P) ® Tempoh Sah: 21.02.2016 hingga 20.02.2017 * Pihak Berkuasa Meluluskan Pelan
Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang ¢ Sekatan Tanah: Tiada ¢ No. Pelan Bangunan MPPP/OSC/PB(4934)/12(LB)  Harga Minima: RM 1,333,000.00 - Harga
Maksima: RM 3,417,000.00 ¢ Jumlah Unit: 348 sahaja  Tarikh Dijangka Siap: Dis 2016 * Pemilikan Tanah: Hak Milik Kekal ® 5% Diskaun untuk Warga
Bumiputera e Tertakluk kepada terma dan syarat
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

buletiny

L
yitisiara

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Dahalan Fazil 019 - 727 4388
dlané658@gmail.com
BERTAM BERTAM |
YB Shariful Azhar Othman }T; 012-411 4690 Asrol Sani Abdul Razak 013 - 580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolpkb@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL o PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin T) 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019 - 437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 muhasdey@gmail.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Fahmi Abu Bakar 013 - 488 1601
F) 04-573 4630 mudiram@gmail.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Rols_ll] y%s/sgn . 019 - 410 5990
rosli @yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR . TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid m 04 - 351 2873 Mustafa Kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com
NGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
e B ez 104-5933100 || AzmiSomsudin 012- 5941515
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m H 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Azrul Mahathir Aziz . 017 - 5941976
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com
PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 i -
(A04-8584505 || MondTushbbmat 0175707500
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob m 04 -866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017 - 460 4849
F) 04 - 866 1821 halilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH
YB Teh Yee Cheu
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 899 9581

JAWI
YB Soon Lip Chee

EIT:; 04-5941163

dunjawi@hotmail.com 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee ) 04 -250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
& PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
04-263 7000 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
. FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 (BUTTERWORTH) 04510 2377
NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-K ANAK )
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
SOCS0 04-238 7888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbkttengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Avriffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA
YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer a/I Rajaji

[[T:; 04 - 659 5611

rsnrayer@gmail.com 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

N1 Penaga : 010 - 542 9158 - Mohd. Zakilsmail N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina
N2 Bertam : 012 - 466 9681 - Fatimah Bakar Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
Tunggal Beng
N4 Pematang :019 - 556 4664 - R. M Reza N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
Berangan Bunga Eong
N5 SungaiDua :013 - 417 3068 - Siti Zunnurain N25 Pulau Tikus :017 - 956 3237 - Quah
Zulkafli N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
Né Telok Air :016 - 463 3866 - Malik Bakar Chee
Tawar N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’'ng Chin
N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee Kota Keat
N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon N28 KOMTAR : 012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang
Jermal Keong 010 - 811 7300 - Razin
N9 Bagan 1016 - 473 1963 - Gesan N29 Datok : 04 - 226 24464 - Kalvinder
Dalam Keramat
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Shuen
Jaya Mohd. Iskander Pinang
N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
Pasir . 013 - 595 68645 - R.osli Lancang
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
. 04 - 538 3871 . 012 - 5242549 James
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim N33 Air Itam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee 016 - 4940705 - Janet
N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin N34 Paya 012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan Terubong Lee
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan 014 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai N35Batu Uban :016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
N16 Perai : 04 -399 6689 - Selvi 014 - 487 8602 - Khairul
N17 _IB_Ukii A :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun 016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
enga i . - - Ali
N18 Bukif Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany N36 fg,“e'f:k 04 - 646 4700 S ein
. |017.- 378 4448 -Khor N37 Batu :019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim Maung 016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
. 012 - 456 5018 [UIIOE N38 Bayan Lepas: 010 - 773 2395 - Firdaus
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana N39 Pulau - 016 - 407 2135 - Zulkiflee
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah Betong Ahmad
N21 Sungai 10111-508 0215 SSHbHajar: N40 Telok :017 - 413 5695 - Johan Abu
Acheh Abdul Aziz Bahang Bakar



SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

June 16 - 30, 2016 I N F@ m

MPSP 2016
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam
Pakianathan . . . ’
1. Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602 Balik Pulau.
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Kumar a/l Kanapathy 04 - 323 8757 Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
016 - 407 6058
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP, 019 - 457 2271
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079 Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Ismail
Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
5. R. Gunalan Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 011 - 2666 9091
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 Selatan 14200, Jawi.
Siti Nur Shazreen Mohd. 019 - 411 8343 Nota:
Jilani Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
Tan Chee Teong 012- 4017718 MBPP 2016 quendqr Pe|C1nC0ngC1n
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 alelule Vel PUICIU PInCIng JUIG' 201 6
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Tan Chong Hee 019 - 411 5598 Goh Choon Keong 019 - 471 7931 Saﬂan\ 6 II h
Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271 ' 'p(td-mn
Zulkifli lorahim 012 - 477 5588 maaf zaﬁr.lo & batin
Teoh Koon Gee 016 -419 1938 2016/1437H
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456 Harvindar o/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250 I:I n
Mohamad Nor a_rl - _aV_a
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012-4239143 AI‘IIIIII'I
Zaini Awang 019 -546 3115 Kala a/p Durai RCIJ 016 - 468 4247 - f\ﬁ? 3
b4 foi e
Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152 %
Goh Choon Aik 04-588 3045 b
019 457 3222 Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566 g e
Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019-225 6502 Hari Tapak Warisan Dunia [l
Alias Wan Chek 019 - 540 4553 Wong Yuee Harng b 89 ] “NEscn
Ong Jing Cheng 016 - 445 5709 Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
012-758 3779 ) ] e .
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan Chik 019 - 4708811 I |
1 1
Anuar Yusoff 04 - 507 5390 Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 -1578 5098 : B U L ETI N M UT I A RA :
1
016 - 4616 390 ' . 1
Kumaresan a/l Aramugam 014 - 945 9621 ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang \
1 Phone : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 ]
Avier Frie] Aballish 04 - 582 2020 Felix Ooi Keat Hin 016-417 1331 : Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com 1
019 - 452 2020 i !
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556 ] EDITORIAL 1
: ) 1
. 1 Editor 1
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-380 7672 Shahul Hameed M K. 017 - 4730194 ! Chan Lilian (English) !
sEleree ek ] Tam Poh Guek (Chinese) |
. . 1
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi | 012- 572 4711 ] G-Revatic (Tamil) :
016 - 451 9225 ! Writer !
1 Danny Ooi (English) 1
Muhamad Suzuki 012 - 465 4419 Mhd. Nasir Yahya 012-402 6739 : Victor Seow (English) ]
Ahmad ! Amanda Khong (English) .
; . ) !
Saiful Azwan Abd Malik 016 - 463 2787 ! Shum Jian Wei (Chinese) )
] Chris Koay (Chinese) i
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 508 0039 (Tel) Or Lim Mo Ho 012 - 472 1880 ] J. Patmavathy(Tamil) )
_ r. Lim Mah Hui - ’
04 - 657 0918 (Fax) : Photographers : :
Eric Lim Seng Keat 016 - 4143428 ] : _ Chan Lilian, Law Suun Ting, ; |
Wong Chee Keet 012 - 451 1312 : Alissala Thian, Ahmad Adil Muhamad and Darwina Daud !
Gan Ay Ling 012- 401 2265 : Graphic Designers : !
. ]
Ahmad Tarmizi 013 - 414 4822 Mohamed Yusoff 012- 4728114 : Idzham Ahmad and Loo Mei Fern !
Abdullah Mohamed Noor ettt |' """"""" |'| """"""" .




By Hoo Huey Ching,
Community Outreach
Division Head, Penang
GreenCouncil

WE Are Water Rangers!
School Holiday Program is a
short introductory workshop
for our kids to learn more
about water, our daily essen-
tial. Participants leave em-
powered with the knowledge |
that they can make a differ-
ence in protecting rivers and
ocean.

Seventeen kids aged be-
tween six and nine took part
in this workshop on June 11.
They were first introduced to the
unique characters of water and science
behind this universal solvent. Partici-
pants get to know the main reservoirs
in Penang and how clean water come
to user through water cycle. They were

Participants taking grt;up photo with PGC
moderators.

taught that a clean and healthy water
shall have neither smell nor colour.
Following that, participants learnt
about how to read their household wa-
ter bill, estimating the water usage in
their daily activities and subsequently
shared on water saving tips.

i ) o »

Many were not aware that improper
waste management has a huge impact
on our water and its environment. For
instance, pollutants like heavy metals
or excessive nutrients in water bodies

":‘ag\ .

Participants learn how to calculate their daily water usage.

will cause health and safety issues to
human beings. On the other hand, plas-
tic bags or straws in the ocean or river
will stay inside marine creatures, mak-
ing it fatal for them.



|
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Fathers Are the Key to Gender Equality

June is the month in which a day is dedicated
to commemorate fathers all over the world.
Fathers matter deeply to child development,
and they are as biologically hard-wired to
provide care as mothers are. Furthermore,
fathers with close connections to their
children live longer, have fewer health
problems, and are more productive and
generally happier: these are among the key
findings of the first-ever State of the World’s
Fathers (SOWF) report, a landmark analysis
of fatherhood that draws evidence from
hundreds of studies covering all countries in
the world with available data.

As the economic climate transformed, it is an
undeniable fact that more women have
decided to remain in the labour force,
whether it is to be financial independent or
helping out with household finances. Hence
men are doing more domestic chores than
the past generations, which is an average of
6 hours a week.

While we are grateful for this positive change
as it lessens the burden on women
breadwinners’ shoulders, research shows
that compared to men, women spend 11
hours more a week for domestic chores than
men, more than a quarter of women spend
more than 21 hours a week just on domestic
chores, excluding childcare.

“When fathers take on their fair share of the
unpaid care work, it can alter the nature of
the relationships between men and women
and children, as both fathers and mothers will
have more time for their children, women are
released from some of their ‘double burden,’
and fathers get to experience the joys,

satisfactions, and stresses of caring for their
children,” says Nikki van der Gaag, feminist
and SOWF report author.

“Taking up roles as caregivers also offers men
the opportunity to begin to break free from the
narrow concepts of manhood and fatherhood,
providing their sons and daughters with
positive role models, improved health and
development, and higher hopes for the future.”
“This first State of the World’s Fathers report
reaffirms that fathers matter for children and
that caregiving is good for fathers,” says Gary
Barker, SOWF report author and International
Director, Promundo, “and with it we want to
begin to lay the groundwork to influence future
policy and programs around the world that
address the current lack of men’s and boys’
equitable participation in caregiving, and that
address rigid ideas about gender — and the
harm that these issues bring to women, to
children, and to men themselves. Gender
equality requires a revolution in the lives of
men and boys, including their full participation
in domestic life.”

Despite important advances towards equality,
differences in the socioeconomic outcomes of
men and women still persist both in the
developing and developed world. Recently,
policy makers and social scientists have begun
to emphasise the role and responsibility of men
and boys in promoting gender equality. Let this
be a call upon all fathers in conjunction with
Father’s Day to further the cause of the gender
equality revolution by partaking in childcare
and domestic chores and contributing to a
happy environment in the home front.

Challenging “Females Are Weak” Paradigm by Cultivating
Women’s Leadership

On June 5", Independent candidate for Kuala
Kangsar parliamentary seat lzat Bukhary
Ismail Bukhary, who is a 49-year-old former
UiTM Perak lecturer, boldly stated that “Males
are more qualified, females are weak”.
Although it is deeply disappointing that such a
statement should come from a potential
elected representative of all people, the harsh
reality is that stereotypical ideas regarding
women and men pervade the very fibres our
society, regardless of levels of education,
geographical location or socio-economic
levels.

Gender diversity, particularly in leadership at
all levels, from grassroots to policy makers,
has become a
priority internationally. However, in Malaysia,
signifcant gender gaps persist in many areas
which we struggle to close with efforts to
provide support and develop capacity through
promoting gender equality and cultivating
women’s leadership. The Penang Women’s
Development Corporation (PWDC), since its
establishment, has been working hard to
promote, support and build women’s
leadership in the State of Penang. We believe
in gender equality and the right of each
individual to achieve their ambitions and full
potential without suffering any discrimination
or disadvantages as a result of their biological
sex or socially defined roles and
responsibilities.

Gender Equality is imperative in sustainable
development and the creation of vibrant and
healthy communities. When people from all
walks of life, regardless of gender, come
together to support each other and contribute
to the community, we build safer, healthier
and more nurturina communities.

Grassroots leaders are a vital part in building
those communities that we want. These
individuals often times work hard in supporting
the community and work together to achieve
common goals that help support the community
that they live in. Women are often involved in
activities in their communities, whether formally
or informally, but their contributions are often
overlooked and under-recognised. These
grassroots women have a strong track record
of contributing to problem solving and helping
in their communities. Since grassroots women
are grounded in local socioeconomic and
realities, they are the “Everyday Life Experts”
and are some of the best people to contribute
to creating resilient, healthy and nurturing
communities. Investing in grassroots women is
key to fostering sustainable development.
PWDC will continue to challenge gender
stereotypes that women cannot be leaders by
fostering, supporting and building the
capacities of our women leaders through our
organizations various activities. This vyear,
through our “Tampil 2.0: Siri Pemberdayaan
Wanita Setempat, Programme as well as our
Community Leaders’ Empowerment
Programme, we aim to provide our “Everyday
Life Experts” with the opportunity to engage,
contribute and empower their communities.
These grassroots women leaders will be able
to actively engage and contribute to their
communities while we strengthen women’s
leadership in the state towards fostering
sustainable development and “Better Penang
for All”.

For more information on our programmes,
please contact PWDC at 04-2612835/
info@pwdc.org.my.
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GRPB Pioneers of Malaysia
By Nurul Fatin Fakhriah Zulfahmi, GRPB Project Officer

This June marks the second half of the first year for the implementation of
Gender Responsive and Participatory Budgeting (GRPB) Strategic Action
Plan (SAP) for the year 2016. To remind us again on what the SAP is, it
is a three year plan to institutionalise GRPB into the local government by
2018. It is an effort where Penang leads in the transformational step to
shape a new way of preparing and implementing the budgeting process
of the local government towards achieving gender equality and equity.
Therefore, six pilot departments from each the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and the Seberang Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) have been
identified as pioneers to start the ball rolling for the first year of the SAP.
The six pilot departments are the Treasury, Valuation and Property
Management, Landscape, Engineering, Licensing and Urban Services.
Following the first workshop organised by Penang Women’s Development
Corporation (PWDC) entitled “Institutionalising GRPB into Local
Government Budgeting Processes” held on 30 - 31 March 2016, all the
pilot departments are currently planning their projects and programs to be
implemented through the GRPB approach which ensures inclusivity,
participatory and a gender responsive budgeting process.

MPSP officer is
planning on project
according to GRPB
approach during the
“Institutionalising
GRPB into Local
Government
Budgeting
Processes”

Bl

The people of Penang today can look forward to better service from both
MBPP and MPSP. Through GRPB tagline “Different People, Different
Needs”, it gives us the assurance that services through gender lens will
leave no one behind. Moreover, this effort has the full commitment from
key players and decision makers. All 12 pilot department projects will be
led by each Head of Department respectively with full support from both
the MBPP Mayor, MPSP President and the Penang State Exco Members
for the Local Government.

The SAP would most definitely be a reality with cooperation from the
community. Let us strive together towards the successful
institutionalisation of GRPB in order to benefit the people of Penang.

Head of Departments and officers of MBPP & MPSP GRPB Pilot
Departments at “Institutionalising GRPB into Local Government
Budgeting” Processes” Workshop

PWDC Staff, Ms Karen Lai and Ms Ramlah with Local MBPP Councillors,
Ms Gan Ay ling and Ms Kala as well as the Briged Wanita Groups from
Kawasan Parlimen Bayan Baru at the recent Tampil 2.0 at Bayan Baru

Programme
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Climbing up

beautiful Penang Hill .,

Story and pix by Amanda Khong

SOME 700 people took part in the Lions
Climb for Green 2016 which was held
on June 5 at Botanical Garden, Penang.

The event was flagged off by Penang
state exco member for Youth and Sports,
Women, Family and Community Devel-
opment Chong Eng at the entrance of
Botanical Garden where the runners had
to make their way through 5.42km of
hills and slopes to Penang Hill.

Also present at the event were Gov-
ernor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas who
graced the prize-giving ceremony, Lions
Club International District 308 B2 Re-
gion 1 chairman, Alan Cheah and organ-
ising chairman, Albert Tan.

“This event is aimed at promoting
care and love for the green environment
and leisure exercises for health. It is also
a good form of exercise to go walking
or hiking up Penang Hill regularly just

to enjoy the breathtaking scenery,” said
Tan.

This year marked the 12th edition of
this event and it was also held to mark
World Environment Day which falls on
June 5.

Tan King Sim, 49, who won the
Women’s Veteran category, shared her
secret in winning the run on her first
attempt with Buletin Mutiara.

“I actually didn’t train on this route
before but I just consistently ran with a
steady pace so my stamina could last me
out throughout the race. I usually just go
hiking with my friends at Cerun Tokun
but I did constantly jog for about a year
or two. I joined this because my friends
asked me to just for the fun of it and I
really didn’t expect to win the veteran’s
category,” said King Sim.

Other than running, there was also a
Zumba session at the top of the breezy
Penang Hill.
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Three champions, Tan Bee Ping (Women), King Sim (Women’s Veteran) and
Ooi Siau Teh (Men) celebrating their win.

Winners Aw Xin Yi Ong Hooi Lie
Chong Shu Yao
Boys Men’s Veteran
Lim Chern Way Men Lai Weai Boon
Keh Kai Cheng Ooi Siau Tieh Tai Chin Ber
Adam Mansor Tan Yong Shen Chau Liang Kuang
Mohammad Iffam As- Koay Soo Won Tan Chin Choon
samudin Lye Yong Sheng Tee Ming Ching
Muhammad Amar Toh Chee Keat
Mustaqim Women’s Veteran
Women Tan King Sim
Girls Tan Bee Ping Lim Siew Suan
Noorasyikin Ahmad Ailyn Arjona Yeap Gi Ching
Nurul Tasnim Marzuki ~ Sim Siew Hean Chye Sock Cheng
Nur Sysfawati Badri Stephanie Toh Chen Yee ~ Chew Lee Hong

Final warning on assessment payment

PENANG Island City Council
(MBPP) has given the final warning
for residents to pay their outstanding
assessment dues by beginning of July.

MBPP secretary Ang Aing Thye
and MBPP Treasury director Suhaida
Kamalul Ariffin held a press confer-
ence on June 10 at Komtar to an-
nounce the final notice to the public.

Also present were MBPP council-
lors Joseph Ng, Grace Teoh, Saiful
Azwan Abd Malik and Mhd. Nasir
Yahya.

From July, MBPP will start to con-
fiscate any movable household items
in those houses whose owners have
not cleared their outstanding amount
in assessment payment.

“We have given them ample notice
and also constantly sent out letters to
remind them to always pay their as-
sessment tax and clear their outstand-
ing due. This is our last resort to get
people to start clearing their outstand-
ing amount,” said Ang.

As of April 30, the total amount
of outstanding assessment payment
recorded by the council is
RM55,623,658 and a total of 54,674
premises in Penang still have not
cleared their assessment dues for
their own properties.

Local Government Act 1976 Sec-
tion 148 which states that the local
government can confiscate any mov-
able properties inside the premise
which has an outstanding assessment
tax amount and that the confiscated
items can also be auctioned off to get
the cash amount needed to clear the
outstanding assessment tax.

“Actually a lot of local government
has practiced confiscating before us
and Penang chose not to do us until
now because we want our public to
practice this good habit of clearing
their assessment tax. This few years’
record shows that the payment records
are slowly getting better,” said Ng.

“I urge everyone to please pay your
assessment tax on time and for those
who still have outstanding, please
clear them before July to prevent any
confiscation of movable items in the
premise. If your items are confiscated
by us, then you will have roughly two
months to clear your outstanding or
we will auction off the confiscated
items,” added Suhaida.

Those who wish to settle their out-
standing assessment tax amount can
do so through the MBPP counter, 24
hours MBPP kiosk, through registered
agencies or go to www.mbpp.com.my.



Funding for free tuition programme

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

DATUK Keramat assemblymember
Jagdeep Singh Deo handed over a
RM10,000 cheque to fund an ongoing
free tuition programme in Kampung
Dodol on May 23.

“I encourage such programmes and
I am pleased to say the tuition effort
has been ongoing for over a year in my
constituency.

“I also wish to expand the pro-
gramme and utilise nearby buildings as
I was informed that the number of
students keeps increasing,” he said at
the fund handing over ceremony.

Also present was Kampung Dodol
Residents’ Association president
Meerasa Mastam.

Meerasa said the programme for
students from Year Four to Form Two
had been running since February last

year.

“We have to pay the teachers as they
come during their free time.

“We have 128 students and the num-
ber is increasing as more parents are
sending their children here,” he added.

On a different matter, Jagdeep, who
is the state exco for Housing, Town and
Country Planning, urged the federal
government to provide funds for the
Sungai Pinang flood mitigation project.

“Although the project was not in-
cluded in the 11th Malaysia Plan, I
hope that it would be considered in the
next rolling plan. It does not have to be
the whole amount, a portion of it would
be sufficient for the state to begin the
next phase of the project.

“The rainy season has started and it
will definitely start flooding in this
area. The state government is ready to
proceed but we will need the funding,”
he said.

Czech castles on display

AN exhibition
of more than 33
photographs

featuring the
imposing cas-
tles and cha-
teaus of the
Czech Republic
is being held at

The Star Pitt

Street Gallery
until June 30.

A result of
the cooperation
between the
Embassy of the
Czech Republic
with the Na-
tional Museum of the Czech Republic
and George Town World Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI), the “Czech
Castles” exhibition was officially
launched by Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng on May 26.

“We are honoured to host the
month-long exhibition in the heart of
our heritage enclave, which is also in
line with the Penang state govern-
ment’s strategy to enrich the art,
culture and creative scene in Penang,”
Lim said in his speech.

“This exhibition of 33 selected
castles and chateaus in the Czech
Republic also reflects the very same
outstanding universal value in archi-
tecture embodied in the heritage
buildings of George Town. A good
number of the pieces on display here
are on some of the notable Unesco

on display.

A visitor admiring the many photographs of Czech castles

world heritage sites in the Czech
Republic, alongside others which are
on the candidacy for the inscription,”
added Lim.

Among the notable exhibits on
display include photographs and his-
torical drawings of the Prague Castle,
Karlstein, Konopiste, Cesky, Krum-
lov, Lednice-Valtice Complex, Bez-
dez, Hluboka nad Vltavou, castle
ruins of Landstejn and Rabi.

Also at the event were exco mem-
bers Danny Law (Tourism Develop-
ment and Culture) and Dr Afif Ba-
hardin (Agriculture & Agro-Based
Industry, Rural Development and
Health), the ambassador of the Czech
Republic Rudolf Hykl, GTWHI gen-
eral manager Dr Ang Ming Chee and
Penang Institute chief executive of-
ficer Dr Lim Kim Hwa.

W

Jagdeep handing over the RM10,000 cheque to Meerasa (in lime green) to fund
the free tuition programme in Kampung Dodol.

River beautification programme launched

THE Department [
of Irrigation and NG's
Drainage (DID) in
collaboration with |
the state govern-
ment on

May 30 launched
the Sungai Kelu-
ang, Bayan Baru
beautification pro-
gramme.

This event aimed
to create awareness
among the local
community and
residents living
along the river
banks in caring for natural heritage
while utilising the surrounding areas as
a recreation place for the future.

Present at the launch of the pro-
gramme were exco for Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment Phee Boon
Poh, who was accompanied by Penang
DID director Sabri Abdul Mulok.

In his speech, Phee said the state
government always gives full support
and encouragement towards awareness
of the environment and management of
rivers.

This effort will contribute towards
the wellness of the environment in line
with the state’s concept of “Cleaner,
Greener, Safer and Healthier Penang”,
which is always emphasised by the
Chief Minister.

“To take care of the environment,
particularly the care of rivers, is not an
easy task and cannot be handled by the

Phee planting a Tecoma safoling along t
Sabri (second from left) looks on.

¢

he river bank while

government alone without the support
of other relevant authorities.

“The Penang government hopes the
beautification programme could also
be carried out for other rivers in the
state,” he added.

Sabri said the objective of the beau-
tification programme is to create a
panoromic, green and attractive envi-
ronment along the river to make it a
recreation spot for families on week-
ends and public holidays.

Sungai Keluang, which is 2.4km
long and 30m wide, is the first river for
rain water harvesting system in the
Southwest district.

The eight main distributories flow-
ing into Sungai Keluang are Sungai
Ara, Sungai Relau A, Sungai Relau B,
Sungai Nibong Kecil, Sungai Tiram,
Sungai Nibong Besar, Sungai Dua Ke-
cil and Sungai Sembilang.



For everything French

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

THE return of the 2016 French
Festival on June 1 at Gurney
Plaza brought with it much ex-
citement and anticipation for
French art and culture among
Penangites.

Previously known as the
French Art & Film Festival, the
French Festival as it is now
known, was an occasion which
provided much joy for film and
art enthusiasts in Malaysia.

Already into its 15th edition,
this annual festival was organ-
ised by the Alliance Francaise
de Kuala Lumpur. Alliance
Francaise de Penang and the
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Embassy of France in Malaysia
and ardently supported by Insti-
tut Francais.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, in his speech, welcomed
the immersion of French culture
into Penang as part of his admin-
istration’s goal to liven up the
local art and culture scene.

“As Penang prides itself as a
vibrant state with the yearly
George Town Festival. The
Penang Island Jazz Festival and
various art and cultural events
celebrating the diversity of the
arts, we are pleased to welcome
every year the celebration of
French art and culture that fea-
tures a special selection of mov-
ies, exhibition and concerts,

showing the cultural rich-
ness of France,” Lim said.

Lim, furthermore, also
drew similarity between
the fundamental beliefs
of the French and the
Penang which he leads as
both place much empha-
sis on the freedom of
expression.

“I think there’s one
characteristic that we
share with France and that
is freedom. We both be-
lieve in freedom like how
the French gave the world
the meanings of liberty, equality
and fraternity. Rest assured,
freedom works in Penang,” he
added.

Also at the event were the
French Ambassador to Malaysia
Christophe Penot, Cooperation,
Scientific and Cultural counsel-

Boosting Penang’s water treatment capacity

buletin
yiuigiara

Lim sharing a light moment with one of the guests at the screening
of a French movie. Behind him is Penot.

lor of the French Embassy Jean-
Pierre Galland and president of
the Alliance Francaise de Pen-
ang Toh Lee Hong.

Lim praises journalist

[

1

Government officials and journalists were given a guided tour around the impressive treatment plant.

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng’s official launch of
Package 12 of the Sungai Dua Water Treatment Plant
(SDWTP) on June 3 marked another milestone attained
by the Penang Water Supply Corporation (PBAPP) for
the people of Penang.

The plant, which is located on an 18.2-hectare site
in Seberang Perai Utara, draws its raw water supply
from Sungai Muda and Mengkuang Dam, and has a
maximum capacity of 1,228 million litres per day
(MLD).

It currently supplies water to Seberang Perai and
Penang island.

Lim, in his speech, paid tribute to the dedicated
PBAPP team whose efforts have ensured their targets
are met and which are in line with the state’s policy of
no water rationing.

“The current state government has a ‘No Water Ra-
tioning’ policy and is the only state so far which hasn’t

practised water rationing. This provides the push factor
for our PBAPP team to look for alternative sources of
water and not to look for an easy way out when there’s
a drought. In this matter, they have done well as no
water rationing has been imposed that will trouble the
people,” Lim said.

For all its efforts and achievements, PBAPP was
awarded the international “Asean Outstanding Engi-
neering Achievement Award” in 2015 by the Conference
of the Asean Federation of Engineering Organisations
(CAFEO) for engineering works done at the plant.

Others at the event were Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon, Deputy Chief Minister 11
Prof. Dr P. Ramasamy, exco members Lim Hock Seng
(Works, Utilities and Transport) and Phee Boon Poh
(Welfare, Caring Society and Environment), Tanjong
MP Ng Wei Aik and PBAPP chief executive officer
Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa.

with ethics

THE decision by former New Strats Times
group editor Mustapha Kamil to resign from his
position was described in glowing terms by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng at a press confer-
ence on June 6.

Describing Mustapha as a journalist with
ethics, Lim said he was sad because journalists
like Mustapha are a rare breed nowadays.

“I’'m very moved and sad because journalists
like him are getting less and less. And how many
true journalists are there left in Malaysia?” Lim
said.

“He refused to be part of the game played by
his former employer — a game of deception, lies,
deceit and delusion,” added Lim.

Lim also read out the blog entry by Mustapha
dated May 31 which explained in great detail
the reasons for his resignation.

“In my line of work, there is this element
called the ‘truth discipline’. It is one that requires
a journalist to be correct, right from the spelling
of names of persons or places, to all the reports
he must file. His responsibility is first to the
truth, by which he must then guide society in
navigating the path they had chosen,” Lim read
from the blog entry.

On a separate matter, Lim also drew the at-
tention of the media to Malaysia’s lower position
in the World Competitiveness Yearbook 2016
as published by an English weekly business
newspaper.

According to the article which was published
on June 6, Malaysia is now placed at number 19
from the previous number 14 - the lowest plac-
ing the country had attained in nine years.

In 2014, Malaysia was placed at number 12
and in 2010, at number 10. The article also at-
tributed three reasons for the drop in Malaysia’s
rankings, namely the fall in oil price, fall of the
ringgit and the 1MDB scandal.
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Awards to help elevate SMES’ reputation, esteem

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Platinum Business Awards 2016
Penang Road Show will be held at the
Sunway Hotel in Seberang Perai on
June 23 from 10am to 1pm.

The event, themed “Local Expertise
Global Presence” and jointly organised
by SME Seberang Perai & SME Ma-
laysia, will be graced by Deputy Chief
Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Has-
non.

“Among the highlights will be the
Platinum Business Awards 2016 mul-
timedia presentation and talk on ex-
ploring export opportunities and finan-
cial assistance on export promotion by
Malaysia External Trade Development
(Matrade),” Rashid told a press confer-
ence in Komtar on June 8.

Also present were SME Seberang
Perai president Francis Wong and its
treasurer Leong Yook Kheong, and Ma-
trade Penang director Badrul Hisham.

Rashid said since 2002, SME As-
sociation of Malaysia has assisted en-
trepreneurs in their endeavours, elevat-
ing them to a whole new level in
business influence.

—

Rashid (third from left) joining other guests in displaying the Platinum Business

Awards 2016 Penang Roadshow poster.

“This award, widely known as the
Smera (SME Recognition Award) hon-
ours small medium enterprises as well
as outstanding individuals on their
achievements and remarkable contribu-
tions in their respective fields,” he
added.

He commented that while the SME
Association aims for the awards to go

international, local small medium
enterprises still remain as the core.

This year, the national awards will
have two new categories, the SME
Retail Excellence Award and the Small
and Medium Enterprise (SME) Em-
ployer Excellence Award.

The former is to recognise SMEs
which have shown striking perfor-

mance in distributive trade, retail or
wholesale and services, while the latter
to SMEs which demonstrate effective
and progressive employment practices,
including adoption of progressive hu-
man resource policies.

“This year, there will be 20 catego-
ries, namely Platinum Entrepreneur
Award, Outstanding Achievers Award,
Top SME Supporter Award, Asean
Enterprise Award and others,” he
added.

The Board of Selection for Platinum
Business Awards 2016 is led by Tan Sri
Dr Michael Yeoh, the chief executive
officer and co-founder of Asian Strat-
egy and Leadership Institute.

This year the Platinum Business
Awards targets more than 200 partici-
pants, and is currently open for regis-
tration.

Closing date is Aug 15.

Results will be announced in Sep-
tember while the awards presentation
gala dinner will be held in Kuala
Lumpur in November (with the exact
location and date to be determined).

For details about the Platinum Busi-
ness Awards 2016, contact WhatsApp
012-422 4004 or visit www.smram.org.

KeluasanTanah
Keluasan Binaan
Harga Jualan
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RM 558,800.00 (min) RM 863,910.00 (mak)
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Building skilled,
competent worforce

RECOGNIZING that a skilled
and competent workforce is an
essential component of a success-
ful corporation, Hewlett-Packard
Manufacturing Malaysia Sdn Bhd
(HPMM) has taken the bold step
to train and create its own local
talent eco-system.

The first of its nature in Penang,
the skill development programme
is a collaboration between HPMM
Manpower Japan-Malaysia Tech-
nical Institute (JMTi) and North-
ern Corridor Implementation
Authority (NCIA).

HPMM Operation Manager
Azizuddin Othuman Mydin said
HPMM acknowledges the fact
that its economic competitiveness
and long term success is tied di-
rectly to the quality and skills of
its workforce.

“By creating a customized
training programme, we are grow-
ing a pool of sustainable local
talent in smart manufacturing to
meet our vision of hiring a 100%
local workforce.

“We strive to transform our
workforce by building higher ca-
pabilities and competencies
through Advanced Automation
Technology,” he said, adding that
HPMM aims to drive strategic and
sustainable growth in the Northern
Region.

He said the programme is lever-
aged strongly on the Technical
Vocational Education and Training
(TVET) initiative by the Govern-
ment to develop more equitable

BUILDING =
o Y oL TALENT PpeLINE

The trainees with HPMM management upon completion of the

programme.

and sustainable societies.

“This innovative approach to
human capital training is a win-
win situation for all. Our smart
manufacturing model will help to
provide better career progression
opportunities for the workers
while helping to maintain a fully
local workforce status for
HPMM,” he concluded.

HPMM Learning & Develop-
ment Manager Subashini Kaur
said students will be trained as
Manufacturing Technicians (MT)
and Engineering Technicians (ET)
in the programme that is fully
sponsored by HPMM.

Open to those who have com-
pleted their SPM (min qualifica-
tions required), MT students have
to undergo 12 months of training
at JMTi in Bukit Minyak. Upon
completion, they will be awarded
with the Sijil Kemahiran Malaysia
(SKM) 2 and SKM 3 before join-
ing HPMM.

The ET pipeline is for students

who are already equipped with
SKM 3. They will receive their
training at JMTi for 9 months and
on-the-job training at HPMM for 3
months. Upon getting their SKM 4
certification, they will join HPMM.

Subashini Kaur said the pro-
gramme has made its debut with
40 students, 20 each for MT and
ET. Training for the MT pipeline
has already started while ET stu-
dents will commence in July.

“Judging from the positive re-
sponse, we have planned for 4
pipelines, 2 each for MT and ET,
next year. Students will receive a
monthly allowance during their
training and pay matching their
skills and job scope once they are
absorbed into our workforce,” she
said.

Those interested can write to
HPMM at Plot 305 Persiaran Cas-
sia Selatan 2, Taman Perindustrian
Batu Kawan, Mukim 13 Batu
Kawan, Seberang Prai Selatan,

PINJAMAN PENDIDIKAN ==
AVANN] [NIE@SRY [PUILAU] [RIN/ANIG

SESI 2016 /2017

Permohonan boleh dibuat melalui online mulai
1 Jun 2016 hingga 30 Ogos 2016

https ://epp.penang.gov.my

KERAY)

Pinjaman Pendidikan Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang diwujudkan
pada tahun 1970 bertujuan untuk memberi pinjaman pendidikan
tinggi kepada warganegara Malaysia yang lahir atau menerima
sebahagian daripada pelajaran mereka di Pulau Pinang.

Sijil B Diploma

B ljazah Sains W ljazah Sastera |

14100 Penang.

W

Sebarang pertanyaan sila hubungi :

Unit Pinjaman Penuntut
dan Kewangan

Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

Tingkat 29, KOMTAR

10503 PULAU PINANG

Tel : 04-6505165,/5391/5541/5599,/5627
Faks : 04-2613453

Exhausting all options

for dead tree

THE Penang
Botanic Gar- .
dens Depart- :
ment (PBGD)
has given an as-
surance that all
factors would
be taken into
consideration
with emphasis
on the safety of
all joggers be-
fore any action
is taken on the
dead rain tree
situated at its Waterfall Road
main entrance.

At a press conference on
May 27, PBGD director
Mohd Azwa Shah confirmed
that any decision made by his
department on the dead tree
would first involve discus-
sions with stakeholders.

“Safety is an issue which
would not be compromised
here. The department has
decided first to trim its twigs
and branches to make sure
they don’t fall onto visitors
especially during the coming
school holidays,” Mohd Azwa
told members of the media.

The dead Rain tree right at the entrance
of the Botanical Garden.

The tree in question, a Rain
Tree (Samanea saman), said
to be 129 years old according
to experts at PBGD, was
planted in 1887 to commemo-
rate the birthday of Queen
Victoria.

“It must be noted, however,
that the tree wasn’t planted by
the queen personally. Checks
by our arborists revealed that
the tree had reached its maxi-
mum lifespan. It showed signs
of old age and no longer ab-
sorbs medication to boost its
resilience. The extreme hot
weather also contributed to its
death,” added Mohd Azwa.

Taking dengue fight

to next level

THE state government’s com-
mitment against the dengue
menace cannot be more ap-
parent with its contribution of
RM58,300 to the State Health
Department for the purchase
of 10 fogging machines.

In a simple ceremony on
June 9, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng handed over the
cheque to State Health direc-
tor Datuk Dr Zailan Adnan in
the presence of exco members
Dr Afif Bahardin (Agriculture
& Agro-Based Industry, Rural
Development and Health),
Chong Eng (Youth & Sports,
Women, Family and Com-
munity Development) and
Lim Hock Seng (Works, Util-
ities and Transport).

Guan Eng, in his press
statement, expressed his con-
cern over the dengue statistics
in Penang when compared

with the national statistics as
well as certain areas on the
mainland which is still be-
yond the control of health
authorities.

“For the record, Penang is
in fifth spot with the total
number of cases at 1,765 and
10 deaths after Selangor
(27,166 cases), Johor (6,857
cases), Federal Territories and
Putrajaya (3,712 cases) and
Perak (1,945 cases),” he said.

“It is worrying that the
dengue situation in Perkam-
pungan Machang Bubuk in
Seberang Perai Tengabh is still
not yet under control,” Guan
Eng added.

Dr. Afif also reminded the
public not to solely depend on
the authorities to combat the
dengue menace but for every-
one to play arole to overcome
this disease.
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State recognises contributions
of Sikh communlty

Story and pix by
Danny Ooi

THE state govern-
ment has always had
the interests of the
Sikh community in | g
mind and recognises
their contributions in
Penang.

In this respect, the
state government has
contributed a sum of
RM230, 000 to the
new building of the
Wadda Gurdwara Sa-
hib at Jalan Gurd-
wara, allocated land
to the new gurdwara
in Butterworth and
has been giving year-
ly financial contribu-
tions to three Punjabi schools in Penang,
namely the Khalsa Dharmic School at the
Wadda Gurdwara, the Punjabi Education Cen-
tre at Bayan Baru and Butterworth Gurdwara
since 2009, totalling some RM504,000 to date.

“The struggles of the Sikh community in
Bayan Baru to be allocated the piece of land
where the existing Gurdwara Sahib Bayan Baru
now stands, began more than two decades ago,”
Datuk Keramat assemblymember Jagdeep

ceremony.

%

Jagdeep (seated front row, fourth from left), with Mallk (third from Ieft)
and Rosli (second from left) joining other guests during the opening

Singh said at the launch of the new Gurdwara
Sahib Bayan Baru on June 12. The event was
held in conjunction with the grand opening
celebrations of the gurdwara from June 9 to 12.

Also present were Batu Maung assembly-
member Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim,
Penang Development Corporation general
manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar, Gurdwara Sahib
Bayan Baru president Prof Dr Rabinderjeet
Singh and its building fund chairman Manjit
Singh.

Creating awareness on hearing problems

(From left) Ong and Dr. Lim carrying little Yee Hien while her
mother, Tung Wai Leng, looks on.

RIDE For Hearing, Penang will be
held on July 24 with the aim of
creating awareness on better hear-
ing and speech.

Loh Guan Lye Specialist Centre
(LSC) will be organising the 30km
ride with the Penang state govern-
ment to collect funds for the hear-
ing impaired community.

Bukit Tengah assemblymember
Ong Chin Wen, who represented
exco member Dr. Afif Bahardin,
held a joint press conference on
May 31 with LSC which was rep-
resented by Datuk Dr. Lim Seh
Guan.

The project is jointly organised
by G-Club Penang Cyclists and
donations will be channelled to
Kwong Wah Yit Poh Charity Fund.

“We applaud the efforts by LSC
to create awareness that babies
born deaf have a chance to hear if

given early intervention. The state
government supports the event,”
said Ong.

Nine-year-old Tan Yee Hien,
who was one of the cochlear im-
plant patients at the press confer-
ence, is like every other children
who can talk, sing and interact with
the people around her.

“Yee Hien had a cochlear im-
plant seven years ago. Otherwise,
children who are born deaf may
grow up unable to speak and many
will end up doing handicraft work.
Some 31% of patients who receive
cochlear implants at LSC are
funded by public donations. There-
fore, the ride aims to provide the
public awareness on seeking early
intervention for babies and children
who are born deaf and also how
they can help these children through
their donations,” Dr Lim said.

JADUAL PROGRAM SARINGAN MAMMOGRAM PERCUMA PULAU PINANG 2016

Jul
9 Penang Governor's Birthday 10
16 Tanjong Bungah Seberang Jaya 17
23 Padang Kota Bukit Tambun 24
30 Air Putih Bagan Jermal 31

Aug 6 Dato Keramat Bertam 7
13 Batu Lanchang Pmtg Pasir 14
20 Kebun Bunga Bukit Tengah 21
27 Batu Uban Machang Bubok 28

Pantai Jerjak
Batu Maung
Seri Delima
Pulau Betong
Pengkalan Kota
Pulau Tikus

Bayan Lepas

| Paturday Jpenang _________ Mainland ________ unday _Jpenang ____________|Vainland _______
2 3

Penanti

Perai

Sungai Bakap
Berapit
Padang Lalang
Jawi

Pinang Tunggal
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