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straight on
economy

Story by Chan Lilian

A COMEDY of errors or a deliber-
ate slant at compiling figures?

Whatever it was, opposition
party Gerakan’s attempts at painting
a bleak picture of Penang’s eco-
nomic performance had members of
the media in stitches as the figures
simply did not add up.

To set the record straight, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng released a
press statement complete with
charts and figures sourced from the
Department of Statistics and Penang
Institute’s calculations at a media
conference on Oct 18.

Lim labelled Gerakan’s misuse of
outdated data as “dishonest behav-
ior” by disputing and distorting
even their own federal government
statistics to present a false narrative
of Penang as a failed state.

After the 40-minute long press
conference, Lim was on his way out
but paused to chat with some of the
members of the media.

Some reporters were pouring
over the data and numbers released
by Lim and comparing them with
the data provided by the opposition
party.

The journalists were puzzled as
the figures did not add up as Lim
told them that Penang achieved an
above average GDP of 8% in 2014

when the national average was only
6%.

Upon checking further, the jour-
nalists realised that Gerakan had
used a forecast figure of merely
4.3% for Penang.

The two revelations had Lim and
some of the reporters in guffaws as
the “buat sendiri” figures simply did
not add up, thus proving that Lim’s
earlier label of “BN kangkong
economists” figures are distorted is
correct.

Lim had said: “We have experts
in economics who are from Cam-
bridge and Duke University. How-
ever, they (BN) have two persons
who talk like they are Nobel Prize
winners in economics.”

Figures before 2008 clearly
showed Penang to be in the bottom
rung under Barisan Nasional’s ad-
ministration but when Pakatan
Harapan took over Penang’s admin-
istration in 2008, the numbers im-
proved.

“Step by step, year by year, Pen-
ang has reached the top. Penang is
now the national champion although
it was last during BN’s time,” Lim
said.

“Just take a look. During BN’s
time, Komtar was almost dead and
buried. Look at Komtar today,” he
added.
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at Penang Science Cluster

Pix by Alissala Thian

IT was a busy day at the Penang Science
Cluster (PSC) on Oct 15 when a number
of students turned up to have their classes
conducted by PSC.

Meanwhile, the cafe which is famous
for its sourdough pizza and coffee was
bustling with activities as people were
enjoying their Saturday morning break-
fast.

At the open space, the science experts
from PSC were showing visitors some
chemical experiment. Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng, who was in the vicinity for the
launch of the China Street Upgrading
project, walked in and the experts invited

Nothing it seems
is too hot to
handle for Lim.

him to try out a couple of experiments.

He did not know what to expect and
the experts told him: “Just like holding a
warm mug of drink.” So he sportingly put
his hand into the soap solution, gathered
some bubbles, the expert lit the bubbles
and kaboom, his hand was on fire!

The people around were amazed.

However, the second experiment made
everyone including Lim jump.

He was asked to pour some coloured
solution into a beaker.

Before anyone couldn even blink, the
chemical exploded into a colourful huge
bubble bomb.

It left stains on the CM’s shirt but he
laughed it off and had a change of shirt.
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Mourning a revered king

PENANG joins Thais worldwide to mourn the
loss of King Bhumipol Adulyadej, 88 on Oct
13.

“The Penang state government wishes to
extend its deepest condolences to the Thai
Royal Family, the Thai government and the
Thai people on the passing of King Bhumipol
Adulyadej. Thailand has lost a revered monarch
who is a known peacemaker, an icon for mod-
eration and modernity, and a unifying force for
tolerance and stability. He will be missed by
us all,” Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said in
a condolence message on Oct 14.

“We also wish to extend our solemn condo-

China St Ghaut

upgrading
project

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng was at the launch
of the Public Exhibition: China St. Ghaut
Streetscape Upgrade Project on Oct 15.

The George Town Conservation and Develop-
ment Corporation (GTCDC) invited the public to
attend the two-day exhibition on the China Street
Ghaut Streetscape project on Oct 15 and 16.

The exhibition was held on the street which
was closed for the duration of the two days, in
conjunction with the Maker Faire.

Apart from the exhibition where members of
the public could submit their feedback, there was
a carnival feel with food trucks and booths selling
local handmade products.

The project will create an attractive urban en-
vironment within the Unesco World Heritage Site
and in line with the Special Area Plan.

The China Street Ghaut Streetscape project will
create a variety of benefits including more walk-
ing and cycling activities, reduce traffic speeds,
and improve connectivity and activity within the
East Seafront.

By next June, the RM1.8 million upgraded
project will be ready.

The technical costs are supported by Think City
and the Aga Khan Trust while construction cost
is provided by Asian Global Business (AGB)
which is building the carpark at Weld Quay.

“Aware of the need for carparks, some 903
parking lots within a five-minute walk will be
made available with two new multi-storey car-
parks in Weld Quay and Victoria Street. There
will be pavements with trees with pop-up park
with lively activities for the community,” Lim
said.

The exhibition at China Street where the

public can view the upgrading plans.

lences to Queen Sirikit and Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn and their families over the loss
of their beloved king,” Lim added.

Lim said the devastating news was shocking
for Penang for it was only just a week earlier
that Crown Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
had made a return visit to Penang for the sec-
ond time in two years to foster closer friend-
ship with the people of Penang.

During his unparalleled 70-year reign as the
longest serving monarch in history, the King had
witnessed no less than 19 military coups, besides
having been served by 35 Prime Ministers.

“As a constitutional monarch with limited
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powers since the abolition of absolute rule in
1932, he had steadfastly remained above poli-
tics, but on numerous occasions he had risen
to willingly offer his mediating hands in seek-
ing solutions to national crisis,” Lim said.

King Bhumibol was a role model for his
skills as a diplomat, his leadership as a reform-
ist monarch, and his ability to reach out to
ordinary people in Thailand as well as generat-
ing admiration overseas, including Penang and
Malaysia.

“May our people-to-people ties be strength-
ened between both Malaysia and Penang with
the Royal Kingdom of Thailand,” Lim said.
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Stop being dishonest, BN told

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng has hit
out at Barisan Nasional (BN) for its dis-
honesty in using 2011 statistical data in-
stead of the updated 2014 data issued by
the Department of Statistics over Penang’s
economic status.

“BN should stop dishonest behaviour
by disputing and distorting their own
Federal Government statistics, even mis-
use outdated ones, to present a false nar-
rative of Penang as a failed state. Such
denial syndrome was evident when the
Perak state government disputed and
condemned findings of a federal govern-
ment-study done by Khazanah Research
Institute (KRI) that Perak has turned into
the second poorest state in Malaysia after
Kelantan,” Lim said at a press conference
on Oct 18.

“Now BN is repeating such dishonest
tactics by either distorting or even using
outdated figures from the Federal govern-
ment’s Department of Statistics to try to
deceive the people that Penang is a failed
state, when it is actually the most success-
ful economic model in Malaysia,” he
added.

The Department of Statistics’ figures
clearly show that in 2007, the last year BN
was in power, Penang recorded the lowest
percentage growth in per capita GDP.

BN denies both their abysmal eco-
nomic failure in causing Penang to be the
bottom state in 2007 and the Pakatan
government’s success over a painful eight
years to transform Penang into national
champions by 2015.

“Just as we cannot turn back the clock,
BN cannot turn black into white or white
into black when the annual Auditor-
General’s Reports certify the following:-

Over the last eight years since the
Pakatan government took over, Penang
has recorded annual budget surpluses
with accumulated surpluses of RM574
million from 2008-2015, more than the
accumulated surpluses under BN over the
last 50 years from 1957-2007 of RM373
million.

Our asset reserves have nearly doubled
over the eight-year period from RM850
million to RM1.6 billion.

For the comparative 8-year period
from 2008-16 compared to 2000-7, Pen-
ang’s manufacturing investment in-
creased by 87% to RM54.9 billion from
RM?24.9 billion, with job creation in-
creased by 17 % to 128,317 job oppor-
tunities from 106,583.

Most significantly our state’s debts
have been reduced by 90% over the same
period and at RM69 million by end 2015,

is the lowest in the country. This RM69
million debt compares with the total
RM16.8 billion of debts owed by all 13
states, with Pahang owing the most at
RM2 .9 billion, followed by Sabah RM2.6
billion, Sarawak RM?2.5 billion, Kedah
RM2 .3 billion and Kelantan RM1.3 bil-
lion.

Penang recorded the third highest GDP
per capita (current price) in 2015 of RM
44 847.

“Penang’s sterling economic perfor-
mance can be seen with the transforma-
tion of a state acknowledged to be the
dirtiest in Malaysia into one of the clean-
est that is also green, safe and healthy.
New roads are built on Seberang Perai
and for the first time in 20 years, on the
inner city of the island Jalan Ahmad Nor.
Despite spending more for these develop-
ment projects, Penang could still record

GDP per capitaby state, 2015 at current prices
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Basic economics lesson for Gerakan

OPPOSITION party Gerakan received
a “Basic Economics 101 Course” on Oct
17 from Serdang MP Dr. Ong Kian
Ming, who is also director of Penang
Institute.

Ong was responding to a Oct 13 re-
port in a local daily titled “Ask Rahman
Dahlan for help, Penang told” and
“Learn economics from Rahman Dahl-
an, Gerakan tells Guan Eng”.

It was in reference to Gerakan secre-
tary-general Liang Teck Meng’s press
conference on the GDP per capita fig-
ures for Penang where Liang criticised
the Penang state government for the low
growth rate in the state’s GDP per
capita figures since 2007.

He also suggested that Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng should learn economics
from the Minister in the Prime Minis-
ter’s Department Datuk Abdul Rahman

Dahlan who is in charge of the Eco-
nomic Planning Unit (EPU).

Ong pointed out three issues:

1) Liang should learn how to use the
correct figures and calculations.

“I am not sure why Liang used the
Department of Statistics (DOS) data
from 2011 rather than the updated DOS
data from 2014.”

2) Gerakan should praise the Penang
state government for leading the state
out of a serious economic recession in
2008.

Liang also fails to acknowledge that
one of the main reasons why GDP per
capita in Penang did not grow, in per-
centage terms, as fast as some of the
other states is due to the 2008 global
financial crisis which hit Penang par-
ticularly hard.

In 2009, Penang’s economy con-

tracted by 10.5% as a result of the 2008
global financial crisis, over which the
state government had no control. Pen-
ang’s economy was the worst hit of all
states because of Penang’s much higher
exposure to global trade. The overall
Malaysian economy only contracted by
1.5% in comparison.

The Penang state government had to
work hard to recover from this serious
crisis which it did with impressive results.

From 2010 to 2015, Penang’s GDP
growth rate was higher than the Malay-
sian growth rate in all years except for
2012.

Penang’s GDP growth rate was also
higher than Sabah’s growth rate in all
years from 2010 to 2014.

3) Gerakan should ask Rahman
Dahlan why Sabah’s GDP and GDP per
capita growth figures rank among the

annual budget surpluses,” Lim said.

The economic success over the last
eight years has allowed abandoned hous-
ing projects to be rehabilitated, “dead”
tourist sites revitalised such as the
Komtar building, Penang Hill, George
Town, the Penang International Sports
Arena (PISA) and even Seberang Perai.

“Further 1.6 million Penangites have
benefited with cash aid of RM400 million
distributed yearly such as the yearly
RM100 for senior citizens, single moth-
ers, housewives, disabled and students as
well as one-off payments of RM1,000
funeral expenses, RM200 for each child
born and RM1,000 for first-year local
university students,” Lim said.

BN has tried to obliterate Penang’s
singular success in financial management
and clean governance, including practis-
ing open competitive tenders, that has
attracted praise from the annual Auditor-
General’s Reports as well as Transpar-
ency International by alleging that “the
National Statistics Department showed
the per capita GDP for Penang recorded
only a 44 % increase from RM31,039 in
2007,to RM44.,847 in 2015, which is the
lowest growth recorded in the country
from 2007-2015”.

BN fails to mention that they were the
culprits and the reason for Penang record-
ing the lowest growth rate for per capita
GDP in the first place.

“Instead of praising us for turning
around Penang’s economy, we are asked
to learn from BN which destroyed our
reputational risk globally. I repeat my
statement that for those who lie as easily
as we breathe, are clearly unfit for
elected office,” Lim said.

lowest in the country.

“Rather than asking Lim Guan Eng to
take economics lessons from Rahman
Dahlan, Liang should ask Rahman
Dahlan to explain why the GDP and GDP
per capita growth figures for his home
state of Sabah rank at the bottom or near
the bottom of the pile,” Ong said.

“It is sad to see Gerakan, which used
to pride itself as being an ‘intelligent’
party, use bad statistics and poor eco-
nomics to criticise the state government
on its economic performance when the
facts on paper and the situation on the
ground tell a completely different story.
If the people in Penang were not satis-
fied with the performance of the state
government, they would not have given
the Pakatan state government an over-
whelming level of support (67%) during
the 2013 general elections,” he added.
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Remembering the blind
on white cane day

A volunteer helping two visually impaired participants in the 3.5km walk.

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE mission of White Cane Day is to educate the
world about blindness and how the visually im-
paired can live and work independently while giv-
ing back to their communities, to celebrate the
abilities and successes achieved by blind people in
a sighted world and to honour the many contribu-
tions being made by the blind and visually impaired.

It falls on Oct 15 and is observed here in Penang.

About 200 people took part in a 3.5km walk
starting from Beach Street to Weld Quay and back
to Beach Street on Oct 15.

Half of them were the visually impaired and they
were accompanied by volunteers from Dell and
Intel. The event was supported by Bukit Bendera
MP Zairil Khir Johari.

The Malaysian Buddhist Association also con-
tributed 120 white canes to the St Nicholas’ Home.

One of the participants, visually impaired Jo-
hari Hamid, 54, spoke to Buletin Mutiara.

“I became blind 10 years ago due to glaucoma.
At first, [ was very traumatised when I lost my sight.
However, after coming here to St. Nicholas for
training as a masseur, I regained my spirit and was

motivated. Now I have my own massage centre
in Parit Buntar and I can work again.”

When asked about the wish of the visually
impaired and what message they want to convey
to the public, Johari said: “If I can tell the people,
I want to tell them that it is very important not to
place obstacles in public places which we need to
use. For example, the roads are lined with tactile
tiles to help us to find our way but sometimes, |
walk straight into a motorbike parked on the path!

“However, people are very helpful and some
will help us. In my kampung, I have learned to get
around on my own.”

During the press conference, St. Nicholas Home
executive director Daniel Soon revealed to the
press that they are developing a smartphone ap-
plication to help the visually impaired get around
abuilding. “During these last eight years, we have
seen changes that are positive. I hope we can get
the momentum going so that we can help the
visually impaired to move around a building. For
example, even a normal sight person like me gets
very confused in the general hospital, so imagine
how difficult it is for those who cannot see,” Soon
said.
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AROUND TOWN

DEEPAVALI GATHERING

THE Methodist Boys’ School (ACS) Union will hold a
Deepavali and family reunion for members and guests
on Nov 6 at 3pm at its premises at 495J, Penang Road.
There will be games, lucky draw and Indian food served.
For details, contact the union at 04-2613335 during office
hours (1pm to 8pm) or e-mail mbsacsu@gmail.com.

FITNESS & WELLNESS CHARITY DRIVE
ORIENT Fitness will be organising the Fitness & Well-
ness Charity Drive on Nov 5 & 6, from 9.30am to 5.30pm
at 4th/5th Floor, Lebuhraya Thean Teik, Farlim in Bandar
Baru Air Itam. The charity drive is in aid of D’Home
Mental Health Association. For more information, contact
: Baby Goh (012 4878873) or Sally Yeoh (012 4856087).

MUSIC CAMP

A MUSICA Sinfonietta Music Camp 2016 will be held
at the Penang Caring Society Complex and Life Hope
Centre from Nov 29 to Dec 3. For enquiries, call Mei
Yoke (012-4085969) or Bee Keow (012-4928233) or
visit Facebook page of Musica Sinfonietta.

CHARITY WALK HUNT

EXPLORE George Town with family & friends in a walk
hunt and help raise funds for charity when you take part
in WomenBizSENSE Heritage Walk Hunt on Nov
20. Participants will get exclusively designed T-shirts by
talented Malaysian artist, Sally Lee. Entry fee is RM200
per team of four persons. Download registration form and
register before Oct 31 at http://womenbizsense.com/
heritage-hunt or contact BG 012 427 6021 or Mei Ling
012 4758 875.

MEDITATION MUSEUM

A NEW unique museum in Penang offers free courses
for self-development. It is situated at 674-H Jalan Kebun
Bunga (opp Gandhi Ashram). For details contact Helen
at 04-2288209/013 4301229.

BLUE STUDY ASSIST

GET true and honest advice on how you may select the
right pathway in Australia, from furthering your studies
to work internships, career, migration and beyond! Learn
more about Blue’s study assist on Oct 29 at the Black
Kettle Café, Beach Street 4.30pm to 6.30pm. Register at
www.blueEducation.com.au/news-events or email info@
blueEducation.com.au or call 016-3362062).

MASS AEROBICS PENANG

PENANG Metropolitan Aerobics and Fitness Association
is holding mass aerobics sessions on Sundays at SPICE
Centre, and at Taman Metropolitian in Relau at 6pm on
Thursdays and Saturdays. For details, call Ahmad (012-
4738500), or look up metropolitian-aerobics on Face-
book.

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

LEARN how to start your e-commerce website success-
fully when you join a free once-a-month session called
Tech Tuesday organised by Redbox Studio at Eureka
Complex, Universiti Sains Malaysia. Open to entrepre-
neurs and business owners. Pick a date and sign up at:
http://redboxstudio.com/tech-tuesday/
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Top entrepreneurs share ability
to tolerate risk

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

ENTREPRENEURSHIP is about having
determination, discipline and the courage
to see it through.

It’s about not giving up and being the
last person standing when everyone else
has given up.

“The best entrepreneurs do share a
collection of characteristics, from tenac-
ity to the ability to tolerate risk, that are
crucial to a successful venture. An entre-
preneur has to be able to live with uncer-
tainty and push through any obstacle that
comes his way,” Bayan Baru MP, Sim
Tze Tzin said when officiating the “Jour-
ney To Successful Entrepreneurship”
function on Sept 21.

“Besides, an entrepreneur must be able
to take risk, the ability to withstand the

fear of uncertainty and potential failure,”
he added.

“Other than this, great entrepreneurs
must also be visionaries, persons of con-
fidence, flexible, and not afraid to break
rules, as in thinking out of the box. Today
we have three superb entrepreneurs here
who are willing to share their secrets with
us in their journey to success, and for that
I think we are extremely lucky,” he
added.

The speakers at the function were
Datuk Seri Raymond Liew from MvMil-
lan Woods Global Limited, Datuk Seri
Damien Chuah from JD Resources Sdn
Bhd and Datuk Cher Chen Chiang from
Teik Senn (M) Sdn Bhd.

Sim, who represented Deputy Chief
Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon,
said a large part of Penang’s economic
success, and also the world is owed to

Part of the crowd that attended the ‘Journey To Successful Entrepreneurship’ function.

many triumphant cases of entrepreneur-
ship.

He added that to make Penang the best
place to live and work, the state govern-
ment has initiated a scheme to attract

talents, where first-time house buyers
under the affordable category can do so
at a discounted price.

“We hope this will help attract talents
and investors to Penang,” he said.

Charity fitness and wellness drive

ORIENT Fitness
will be organis-
ing the Fitness &
Wellness Charity
Drive on Nov 5 &
6, from 9.30am to
5.30pm at its
premises at
4th/5th Floor,
Lebuhraya Thean
Teik, Farlim in !
Bandar Baru Air
Itam.

The charity
drive is in aid of
D’Home Mental
Health Associa-
tion, Orient Fit-
ness managing
director Baby
Goh, said at a
press conference
chaired by exco
for Youth &
Sports, Women Development, Family &
Community, Chong Eng at Komtar on Oct 12.

Also present were chairman of D’Home,
Datuk Leslie Lee, its committee member
Sally Yeoh, assistant event manager, Arthur
Kolandasoo and Penang Sports Council sports
officer, Ravi Nehemiah.

Sponsors for the charity drive include
Sunquick Malaysia, Everon Racing Enter-
prise and Active Style.

Goh added that Orient Fitness has taken
the initiative to organise the drive to raise
public awareness on mental health issues in
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(From left) Goh, Lee, Chong Eng and Yeoh showing the Fitness and Wellness
Charity Drive posters as Kolandasoo (second from right) and Nehemiah look on.

the community and to promote a healthier
lifestyle that includes good physical and
mental health through active participation in
sports and wholesome activities.

The charity drive is endorsed by the Penang
state government and the Penang Sports
Council.

Register before Oct 23 as available slots
are limited to the first 1,000 participants.

Registration fee is RM35, and payments
are to be made by cash to Orient Fitness.

For details, contact Baby Goh (012
4878873) or Sally Yeoh (012 4856087).

Chief Minister’s aide lodges
report against Jamal

THE information officer to Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng, Zaidi
Ahmad, lodged a police report
on Oct 11 after Sungai Besar
Umno chief Datuk Jamal Md
Yunos accused the Penang Chief
Minister of creating a fake Face-
book account impersonating
Jamal, who is also Red Shirts
leader.

“The Penang chief minister
did not do such things. He did
not falsify any Facebook account
to smear Jamal’s name. In fact,
he did not even comment on the
controversial post uploaded on
the alleged fake Facebook ac-
count,” Zaidi told reporters
outside the Northeast District
police headquarters on Oct 11
before making the police report.

Accompanying him was the
Chief Minister’s special tasks
officer, Ab Wahab Long.

Zaidi said the posting by Ja-
mal was accompanied by a
screenshot of a Facebook status
by a “Rafi Awg Kechik” who
said there are several false FB
accounts under Jamal’s name
that were created with the pur-
pose of confusing netizens and
to also incite the authorities.

The controversial Facebook
account in question, which was

under the name of Dato Jamal
Yunos, had posted a status prom-
ising a repeat of the May 13 race
riots and that machetes will fly
if Bersih 5 continues as planned
on Nov 19.

The post was put up on Sept
21 at about 8.10pm.

Zaidi stressed Jamal’s post
accusing Lim of falsifying his
Facebook account and posting
such a controversial status
amounted to criminal defama-
tion.

“The status posted on Sept 21
with threats of May 13 and flying
machetes was clearly the indi-
vidual’s threat to create dishar-
mony among the races by play-
ing racial sentiments,” he said.

He claimed Jamal’s allega-
tions that Lim had created a false
account to post such a controver-
sial statement was clearly incit-
ing the people against Lim.

Zaidi added that it had also
tarnished Lim’s image and cred-
ibility as the Penang chief min-
ister, a MP, a state assemblyman
and a DAP leader.

“I hope the police will act im-
mediately against the person
responsible for his serious false
accusations against Lim,” he
said.



Penangites feel a bit more safer with CCTVs in the city.

THE Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
cares for the welfare of ratepayers and
Penangites and is carrying out several
projects for their benefit.

Some of these projects were launched in
2016 and will continue in 2017.

The projects are:

a) Subterranean Penang International
Convention and Exhibition Centre (SPICE)
which was started in 2012 and will con-
tinue with an allocation of RMS million

b) Rewiring of council premises which
are more than 15 years old totalling
RMO0.41 million

¢) Repairing lifts at River Road public
housing amounting RMO0.45 million

d) Upgrading of toilets at Taman Free
School at RM0.8 million

e) Relau Sports Complex construction
at RM4.83 million

f) Installation of lift at Rifle Range Com-
munity Hall with an allocation of RMO0.75
million

g) Installation of air-conditioning at
Bayan Baru Community Hall at RM0.50
million

The council is also looking into the needs
of the disabled (OKU) and has allocated
RMO0.50 million towards this end.

Fourteen neighbourhood parks and five
pocket parks will be built at a cost of RM3
million so that Penang can be a Garden
City by 2020.

For a safer city, the council will install
150 closed-circuit television (CCTV)
cameras and RMS8.07 million has been
allocated for the purpose. When com-
pleted, MBPP will have 775 CCTVs by
end of 2017.

To encourage cycling, RM 10 million has
been allocated for the construction of bi-
cycle lanes from Tanjong Tokong through
the city to Bayan Baru. The project in-
volves two bridges across Sungai Nibong
and Sungai Ara and a flyover across Tun
Dr Lim Chong Eu highway.

The Relau Sports Complex will be opening next year for a healthier Penangites.

Resolving Vale of Tempe road issues

TANJUNG Bungah assembly-
member Teh Yee Cheu, with offi-
cials from the Public Works De-
partment (JKR) and Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) Engineering
Department, on Oct 11 visited Vale
of Tempe to resolve the local resi-
dents’ complaints on the safety of
the road and the accessibility to
Taman Concorde and the vicinity.

“After the road widening, part of
the stretch created a bottleneck and
there is a dangerous bend. There
are parts which can be risky for
motorists. There are about 600-700
houses with 2,000 cars which are
affected by the new design as they
cannot access their homes. I have
personally seen ambulances and
fire engines trying to turn into the

residential areas but unable to find
a turning. When it rains or during
night time, visibility is poor,” Teh
told members of the press.

“I urge JKR and MBPP to re-
solve this as soon as possible. To-
day, JKR officers have come for a
site visit and assured us that they
will bring up the matter to their
higher authority. The bend will be
straightened,” he added.

During the press conference, Teh
also brought up his request for
more closed-circuit television
cameras (CCTV) to be installed.

“We have requested for three
years but we do not have the re-
quired numbers of CCTVs in-
stalled yet. We hope MBPP will
speed up the matter.”

SEMUA DUJUEMPUT HADIR
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Ukraine keen on bilateral trade

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

UKRAINE ambassador to Malaysia Olexander Ne-
chytaylo (pix) made a courtesy visit to Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng at Lim’s officer in Komtar on Oct 16.

Nechytaylo, who is fluent in Mandarin after a stint
in Beijing, conversed with Lim in the language.

Lim was impressed because the ambassador could
speak and write in Mandarin.

Meanwhile, the ambassador was surprised that Lim
had extensive knowledge about his country’s history,
people, folk dances, farming and culture.

“Ukraine’s economy is doing quite well. Ukrainian
businessmen are exploring markets with prospects in
pharmaceutical and software development. We hope to
promote bilateral trade and solidify business,” Ne-
chytaylo told Lim.

Lim promoted Penang’s heritage and foods which are
some of the attractions. “Penang is one of the jewels in
Malaysia’s tourism. We have an ideal environment for
tourism and the diplomatic community loves Penang.
In fact, the Europeans said they feel at home in Penang
because there is a European feel to it. We can certainly
explore new avenues,” Lim said.

Nechytaylo also visted the Penang Tech Dome and
spent some time with Tech Dome chief executive Dr.YL
Khong.

After the visit, the ambassador had posted on his
Facebook: “Beautiful and so diverse Malaysia keeps
surprising me. Today I discovered that Penang Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng. not only works over weekends,
but also has a profoundly deep knowledge of Ukraine’s
history and its current political landscape. Looking
forward to explore Georgetown, a Unesco world cul-
tural heritage site.”

Austrian Honorary
Consul in Penang appointed

) B *

Lim (centre) listening to Jungwirth (right) as he relates his life experiences

in Penang. Seated with them is Ceska.

THE appointment on Oct 7 of long-
term Penang resident Berthold Jun-
gwirth as the Honorary Consul of the
Republic of Austria in Penang was
witnessed by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng.

Jungwirth, who has been living in
Penang for the past 25 years, re-
ceived his appointment letter from
Austrian ambassador to Malaysia
Christopher Ceska in a simple cer-
emony attended by many expatriates
who reside in Penang as well as the
consuls-general of other nations.

The appointment letter, according
to Ceska, was signed by the president
of the Austrian parliament Doris
Bures and Foreign Minister Sebas-
tian Kurz.

“I am very happy to see the diplo-
matic corps of Penang growing as |
consider this to be a sign of interest

of the international community in my
state and our aspirations of being an
international and intelligent city,”
Lim said in his speech.

“Mr. Berthold Jungwirth will obvi-
ously add a touch of Central Euro-
pean flair to the already quite large
German community here and I can
only express the hope that our bilat-
eral relations with Austria will then
flourish even more,” the chief min-
ister added.

“It’s very important for me that |
would like to say thank you to one
very beautiful and unique place on
this planet. Thank you, Penang, and
all its people for the great hospital-
ity that I have enjoyed during my
long stay here,” Jungwirth, a busi-
nessman who runs a foundry in But-
terworth, said in his acceptance
speech.

Keep a date with
diabetes awareness day

AS many as 100,000 Penangites may
have diabetes but they may be una-
ware of it.

In Penang, 9% of its population has
been diagnosed with diabetes, which
is an alarming figure.

As such, the state government
through the office of Bukit Bendera
MP Zairil Khir Johari is trying to raise
awareness.

The Diabetes Awareness Campaign
2016 will be held on Nov 13 from 12pm
to 5.30 pm at Gurney Paragon Mall.

The purpose of the campaign is to
create awareness among the people
about diabetes, early detection and
others.

The programme includes 300 free
health screenings.

The Diabetest Awareness Campaign
2016 is jointly organised by seven

Zairil (centre). Dr Teh (left) and Dr Ng at the press conference.

Lions Clubs of Penang, Diabetes Ma-
laysia Penang Branch and supported
by Zaril’s office.

“I support this event as more and
more people are getting diabetes. I
hope this programme will create more
awareness and get more people to
check. I thank the Lions Clubs for
their dedication in organising this
event,” Zairil said at a press confer-
ence on Oct 11.

Dr. William Teh, chartered president
of Lions Club of Penang Komtar, who
is also consultant interventional radi-
ologist at Penang Adventist Hospital,
is the organising chairman of the
event.

Also present was Dr Dicky Ng of
Penang Adventist Hospital who is
from Diabetes Malaysia Penang
Branch.
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Women taking the business leap

Story by Danny Ooi

WOMEN aspiring to start their own
business or those who are already in
business discovered plenty of resources,
opportunities, connections and knowl-
edge at the women entrepreneurship
showcase titled “WE R.O.C.K Day” on
Oct 1.

Exco for Youth, Sports, Women, Fam-
ily and Community Development Chong
Eng officiated the event. Also present
were Seberang Perai Municipal Council
president Datuk Maimunah Mohd Sharif,
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim and Batu
Kawan MP Kasthuri Patto.

In her speech, Chong Eng said she was
indeed honoured to launch the auspicious
event organised by Women Biz Sense,
with the theme ‘“WE ROCK’ which is the
acronym for Women Entrepreneur, Re-
sources, Opportunities, Connections, and
Knowledge.

“Women Biz Sense is a Penang-based
association whose aim is to bring to-
gether women entrepreneurs from differ-
ent ages and backgrounds and to encour-
age, learn and share with each other as
they grow their business,” she said.

—

i

FAAAET-EF!

Available Hers

inspecting a booth at the event.

“Research has shown that there is a
gender imbalance in the occupational
sectors of Penang. Women are more
involved in sectors that require minimal
decision making and lesser executive
responsibilities.

“A single-peak phenomenon is ob-

A climate for change

— 7ero to hero

DR David Carlson, Director of the
World Climate Research Programme,
said models of future warming had
failed to predict the high temperatures
recorded this year, suggesting they are
under-estimating how hot the world
will get.

Youth Camp 2016 with the theme
“Climate Change & Youth - Awareness
and Empowerment” was held on 8th
October at Tropical Spice Garden,
Teluk Bahang, Penang. A team of train-
ers from Power Shift Malaysia was
invited to conduct the camp.

The programme aimed to raise envi-
ronmental awareness and cultivate
environmental leaders among younger
generation. Besides, the programme
also served as a platform for youth to
exchange creative and innovative ideas
on environmental solutions. There were
36 participants aged between 15 to 18
years old who had joined this pro-
gramme learnt better about climate
change.

“We introduced the concept of cli-
mate change to all participants to make
sure they understand why the current
climate change condition is worrying”

Apa bencana perubs
B iklimyang peran
o8 lihat / alami?

Adrian Yeo, founder of Power Shift
Malaysia to teach participants about
climate change.

said Adrian Yeo, the founder of Power
Shift Malaysia. In addition, there were
also brainstorming sessions where
participants were encouraged to voice
out their ideas on tackling the issues. A
team of well-trained trainers from
Power Shift Malaysia had conducted
four modules as below:

a) What is Climate Change?

b) Why is Climate Change impor-
tant?

¢) What can you do to act against

g =

Chong Eng (third from left), Sim (fourth from left) and Maimunah (right)

served in Penang’s labour force. It is sad
to note that women’s participation in the
workforce is a steady declining after the
age of 30.

“This is at the prime of anyone’s
working career when they are accumu-
lating required experience to climb the

corporate ladder, but women have to
leave due to family and children.

“Double burden, balancing work and
domestic responsibilities, is still shoul-
dered,” she said.

Organised by WomenBizSENSE, a
women entrepreneur association known
for promoting entrepreneurship in Pen-
ang, this showcase was unique in that it
allowed women to explore resources
and opportunities in starting, managing
or growing a business.

The 10am to Spm event was filled
with educational topics such as starting
your e-commerce website, how to grow
business profitably and how to turn busi-
ness into a franchise.

Invited speakers included Sofia
Leong Abdullah, an expert on franchis-
ing, Jeanne Ooi, a business coach from
ActionCOACH Penang, and others.

Visitors also had the chance to visit
some 50 exhibitors’ booths owned by
women entrepreneurs.

Business and women organisations
such as International Women Federation
of Commerce & Industry, JCI Pearl,
Business Network International and the
Indonesian Consulate also had booths.

érou oto by 36 participant together with the organisers; Pen'ang Gren
Council & Power Shift Malaysia.

Climate Change?

d) What is renewable energy?

This camp was jointly-organised by
Penang Green Council (PGC) and
Tropical Spice Garden (TSG). Special
thanks to Tropical Spice Garden for the
continuous support in PGC’s commu-
nity outreach activities in year 2016,
namely Green Camps & Sunshine
Projects and Youth Camps. “PGC has
chosen TSG as their programmes
venue because the serene nature ambi-
ence makes it a suitable venue to foster
the learning process for environmental
programmes” said Hoo Huey Ching,
PGC Community Outreach Division

Head.

Penang Green Council (PGC) is a
non-profit governmental organisation
which nurture and promote environ-
mental awareness and education in
Penang. PGC organise series environ-
mental camps and workshops such as
Green Camps, We Are Water Rangers
workshop, Youth Camp, W3 (Women,
Water & Waste) workshop and Con-
sumerism Thinking Cap workshop as
part of community outreach efforts. For
those who are interested to be our co-
organiser, please contact us at 04-
2503322/3321 or email at: info@pgc.
com.my



Mutiara

October 16 - 31, 2016

Raintastic Fintastic run to save the sharks

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

THE fighting spirit of Penangites was
evident in the early morning of Oct 16
when 1,250 participants braved the
heavy downpour to complete their Skm
Fintastic Run to save the sharks.

Though their exclusive “I’m A Shark
Hero” blue T-shirts were soaking wet,
they continued their run after 2.5km
when the rain poured.

State exco member for Welfare, Car-
ing Society and Environment Phee
Boon Poh who flagged off the run
around 7am also participated and com-
pleted the run about 8am.

“This is the first ever shark-themed
S5km fun run in Malaysia that calls for
Malaysians’ attention to the fact that
sharks are an endangered species and
numbers are dwindling due to shark fin
consumption.” Phee said.

Phee added that it is important to
protect sharks in order to protect the
biodiversity so that there will be sea-
food for everyone to eat in the future.

“The state government, together
with World Wide Fund for Nature-
Malaysia (WWF-Malaysia), launched
the ‘My Fin My Life’ campaign on Jan
18 to raise awareness on the impor-
tance of sharks in maintaining a bal-
ance in the marine ecosystem and
sustaining seafood,” he said.

Participants who completed the run
were given a special wooden medal
with an engraved shark.

Farquhar Street is a sea of
blue as the runners make
their way to the finishing line.
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MUZIUM NEGERI PULAU PINANG
NO. 57, JALAN MACALISTER, GEORGE TOWN
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LEMBAGA MUZIUM NEGERI PULAU PINANG
NO. 57, JALAN MACALISTER, 10400 GEORGE TOWN, PENANG.

UNTUK HEBAHAN

PAMERAN BERGERAK PERTAMA YANG DIADAKAN DI MALAYSIA
“Malaysia’s First Travelling Exhibition”

Buat julung kalinya Program ‘Silang Budaya 2016’ yang berkonsepkan “Travelling Exhibition” yang
diterajui oleh Lembaga Muzium Negeri Pulau Pinang selaku Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Pameran & Pendidikan
bagi tahun 2016 dibawah Persatuan Muzium Malaysia akan menjelajah ke enam (6) buah negeri di
Semenanjung Malaysia sepanjang tahun 2016.

Program ini bertujuan memberikan pendedahan dari aspek seni, kebudayaan dan warisan kepada
masyarakat tempatan dan antarabangsa sekaligus meningkatkan kefahaman mengenai kebudayaan dan tradisi
masyarakat di Malaysia. Objektif utama ‘Silang Budaya 2016’ adalah untuk menjalinkan hubungan dua hala
secara ‘cross interrelation’ dimana peluang serta pendedahan awal diberikan kepada warga kerja muzium untuk
mempertingkatkan kemahiran dalam pengendalian pameran dan aktiviti — aktiviti pendidikan sebagai perniagaan
teras (core-business).

Program ini telah menerima penyertaan daripada Jabatan Muzium Malaysia dan lima buah muzium
negeri yang lain. Selaku perintis dan peneraju projek Silang Budaya 2016, Lembaga Muzium Negeri Pulau
Pinang telah memilih persembahan Ghazal Party sebagai warisan budaya untuk dipertontonkan kepada umum,
manakala, Jabatan Muzium Malaysia mengetengahkan pameran mengenai seni warisan Gambus, Lembaga
Muzium Negeri Kedah mempersembahkan tradisi wayang kulit Seri Asun. Perbadanan Adat Melayu dan Warisan
Negeri Selangor (PADAT) yang mewakili negeri Selangor mempamerkan seni Cempuling, Yayasan Warisan
Johor memperlihatkan seni persembahan Zapin dan Lembaga Muzium Negeri Perak memilih seni Tarian Dabus.

Konsep ‘Silang Budaya 2016’ adalah cetusan idea dari Lembaga Muzium Negeri Pulau Pinang dan
telah mendapat sambutan yang menggalakkan daripada muzium-muzium yang bergabung serta para pelawat
yang telah berkunjung ke pameran ‘Silang Budaya 2016’ ini. Pameran ini bakal menjelajah ke seluruh
Semenanjung Malaysia mulai April 2016 dan negeri Perak telah diberi kepercayaan sebagai destinasi pertama
untuk melangsungkan pameran Silang Budaya 2016.

Kesinambungan daripada projek rintis ini, Lembaga Muzium Negeri Pulau Pinang bakal membukukan
hasil dokumentasi proses-proses pembikinan serta perjalanan ‘Silang Budaya 2016’ bermula dari awal cernaan
idea serta konsep sehingga proses penjelajahan pameran keenam-enam buah negeri ini berakhir.

Lembaga Muzium Negeri Pulau Pinang merupakan institusi permuziuman Badan Berkanun Negeri dibawah
Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang.

Haryany Mohamad

Pengarah

Lembaga Muzium Negeri Pulau Pinang

No.57 Jalan Macalister, 10400 Georgetown, Pulau Pinang

Unit Perhubungan Awam

Cik Noorida Bt Noordin / Cik Radziah Othuman / En. Hafiz Zainula

Email :noorida@penangmuseum.gov.my / radziah@penangmuseum.gov.my /
hafiz_zainula@penangmuseum.gov.my

Tel 1 04-2261 461/ 462

Website : www.penangmuseum.gov.my

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/silangbudaya/

HH#
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Many faiths but one nation

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

FOSTERING religious unity and tolerance remains
the objective of the Malaysian Consultative Coun-
cil of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism
and Taoism (MCCBCHST) since its founding in
1983.

This was made more apparent at its interfaith
goodwill dinner on Oct 1.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who attended the
dinner, was happy to note the support of his admin-
istration towards efforts in promoting religious
harmony and peace.

“For the past three years, MCCBCHST Penang
branch has been very actively involving itself in
unity programmes and hosted projects to preserve
and conserve love, peace and harmony. The state
government realises its importance by providing
MCCBCHST with an annual grant of RM50,000,”
he said.

“We are proud of Penang’s tradition for tolerance
and mutual respect. The ability of the various ethnic
groups and cultures to live in peace and harmony
over the past 200 years is recognised by Unesco
when it inscribed George Town as a Unesco World
Heritage site,” the chief minister added.

For the past 33 years, the MCCBCHST has played

dinner to foster closer ties and understanding.

a significant role in the promotion of goodwill,
harmony and unity amongst Malaysians irrespective
of creed, religion, race, culture or gender.

This non-governmental organisation (NGO)
strives to accomplish its vision of “Unity in Diver-
sity” and “Many Faiths One Nation” through its
preferred choice of round-table discussions to re-

solve potential disagreements arising due to differ-
ences in a plural society.

Also present were Sungai Pinang assemblymem-
ber Lim Siew Khim, MCCBCHST Penang branch
chairman Tong Weng Thye and National Indian
Rights Action Team (NIAT) chairman Datuk Tha-
sleem Mohamed Ibrahim.
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Penang hosts vegetarian congress

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

FOR the first time, the Southeast Asian
Vegetarian Congress (SEAVC) will be
held in George Town on Nov 11 to 12.

This is the most prestigious event for
vegetarians from across the Southeast
Asian region.

The congress was previously held in
Vientiane, Laos (2014), Chiangmai
(2012), Medan (2010), Jakarta (2008),
Kuala Lumpur (2006) and Batam, Indo-
nesia (2004).

“We are expecting delegates (chefs,
environmentalists, academics, nutrition-
ists, health experts and others) from
across Southeast Asian nations and
other parts of the world, including India,
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Europe and USA,”
SEAVC2016 organising committee
chairman Pishu Murali Hassaram told a
media conference chaired by exco for
Welfare, Caring Society and Environ-
ment Phee Boon Poh at Komtar on Oct
10.

The congress, organised by Malay-
sian Meatless Day Charity Carnival and

Phee (fifth from left) and Pishu (six from left) and other sponsors showing the
International Meatless Day Charity Carnival 2016 posters.

supported by the Penang state govern-
ment and Malaysian Vegetarian Socie-
ty,, is held in tandem with the annual
Malaysian Meatless Day Carnival on
Nov 13 at Upper Penang Road, George
Town.

SEAVC2016, themed “Happy eating,
happy living”, will feature delightful
and eye opening talks and presentations

on vegetarian health, fitness, good cook-
ing and nutrition.

Among the presenters who have con-
firmed attendance include Dr Susianto
Tseng, renowned nutritionist and presi-

dent of International Vegetarian Union,

who will deliver the keynote address;
American medical specialist Dr Thom-
as Lodi who will speak on “Eating and

lifestyle control our genes”, and activist
Suphaporn Roopngam who will give a
talk and demonstration on some Thai
and Indonesian recipes.

There will also be a book launch of
“At Home from Pot to Pot” by Pauline
Menezes.

It features a fully illustrated guide on
how to grow 16 different herbs and
spices and use them to prepare 30
healthy and wholesome dishes with
exciting flavours.

Registration for SEAVC2016 is now
open at RM200 per person (without ac-
commodation).

This includes participation at the
conference, two lunch meals on Nov 11
& 12, grand dinner on Nov 11, delegates
dinner on Nov 12, snacks and refresh-
ments for all tea sessions during the
conference, conference materials and
souvenirs and certificates.

The event will raise funds for the
Pertubuhan Rumah Kebajikan Seri Ca-
haya and Sadhu Vaswani Welfare Fund.

For further information, contact
Pishu (016 4526132) or Lim Tee Kheng
(012 4730211).

Penang Green Council

PENANG

GREEN COUNCIL

Job Vacancy

Research Assistant

Job Description:

Provide research input for the analysis required to develop, implement,
review and evaluate new and existing government policies. Help to
inform the policy decisions of the policy-makers.

Key Skills:

oral.

research,
numerical,

statistical
specialist

Liaise closely with civil servants and other government analysts.
Responsible for the research and analysis of policy, as well as
commissioning and managing research.

= Degree or equivalent in environmental science, social sciences, or
related experiences. Candidates have experience of research tools
such as SPSS and GIS are highly desirable.

= Applicants must be fluent in English and Malay, both written and

m PGC seeks motivated individuals with good

interpersonal and teamwork skills.

= Knowledge,
curiosity and a passionate interest in public
policy issues, social
techniques,

databases is required.

e

information,
analytical,

organisational,
communication,

experience, intellectual
research methods,
social policy and

computer software including

= Potential employees should be capable
of dealing confidently with people.

Application Deadline : 15 November 2016

Please email your application to:
info@pgc.com.my

Only shortlisted candidates will be notified.

.

Maklumat tiket:
www.ticketpro.com.my

Www.penangjazz.com

PiJf

FESTIVAL Jﬂzz
PULAU PINANG

1 -4 Disember 2016

Venue :
Bayview Beach Resort, Hard Rock Hotel,
Tropical Spice Garden, 23Lovelane

3 & 4 Dis (sabtu &Ahad)
Gardens, Bayview Beach Resort

“Jazz by the Beach” PENTAS UTAMA

Tiket: RM85.00 sehari

(Termasuk RM3.00 fee tiket & GST)
FREE STANDING

TICRETPRQ
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1 aDAYS
FESTIVALS
25 NOV - 4 DEC 2016

 Pentas Kreatif Malaysia

e Sunrise @ Tropical Spice Garden
o Malam Akustik@23, Love Lane

e Woksyop / Forum Muzik

e Galeri Jazz dan lain-lain

Disokong oleh:
O,

fFeLsnang

!ﬁ DANISH ARTS FOUNDATION  ®

i

v%?, LBS MUSIC

Rakan Venue: .

Pinesost, I malaysia

Penganjur:

7
Capricorn
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PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

YB Jagdeep Singh DEO

[T% 04 - 226 2464
F

AIR PUTIH PENAGA . PENAGA .
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Dahalan Fazil 019 -727 4388
limguaneng@penang.gov.m dlané658@gmail.com
PANTAI JEREJAK BERTAM BERTAM
YB };’gjihMOhd'BOShid Hasnon (T) 04 - 646 4700 YB Shariful Azhar Othman [T Oé)% - 217\15 ‘8‘2?8 ég{gllgggé\g%déﬁl Eg%ﬁk 013 -580 6981
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my _ — :
SERA] BB Datok Hi s Saici T) 04 - 398 3555 e e 019 - 437 2887
atuk Haji Roslan Saidin = uhasdey Muhama -

o (T) 04 - 399 6689 J [ 04 - 397 3555 e Tl Rererae
L G AR 55“&"%&?%‘5&%&8“" [T 04-573 4630 Fgﬁﬂflﬁﬁesgfgﬁ NGAN 013 - 488 1601
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m EF‘ 04 -226 0218 Ve el mudiram@gmail.com

SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
BATU MAUNG - i -
YEJdDOTUﬁAde' Malik Abul Kassim EB 81’ 2%2 ]5%;% YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 5005% gi%s%g%hoocom 019 - 410 5990
a malik@penang.gov.my =

TELOK AIR TAWAR TELOK AIR TAWAR
BAGAN JERMAL YB Datuk Jahara Hamid [T 04-351 2873 Mu?fofo Kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
YB Lim Hock Seng [T% 04-3317175 jahara.hamid@gmail.com 04 - 351 4389 mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com
limhockseng@penang.gov.my F) 04 -3317175 RIE E

SUNGAI ACHEH UNGAI ACHEH
BATU LANCHANG YB Datuk Mah Zakari T) 04 - ] Azmi Samsudin 012-594 1515
YB Law Heng Kiang ET% 04 -282 6419 dofo%ﬂ%hmgdgggﬂD%nchrlr%uo‘commv [ 84 - gg% %5%% azmikeadilan@gmail.com
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 282 6419 BAYAN LEPAS

BAYAN LEPAS
SUNGAI PUYU YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Azrul Mahathir Aziz ‘ 017 - 5941976
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04 -262 0860 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my: 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-261 8745 PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG
PADANG LALANG YB Muhamad Farid Saad [T 8211— %22 1%8% Mohd Tuah Ismail 019 - 570 9500

- mtuah17@gmail.com
YB Chong Eng (T) 04 - 530 3028
hong. © .gov. TELUK BAHANG

e YB Shah Haedan Ayoob [T 04 -866 1760 L%Hggé#ﬁgrﬁd 017 - 460 4849
DATO' KERAMAT 04 - 866 1821 halilsabri.nsh@gmail.com

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy

{T% 04 - 323 5870
F

jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m 04 - 227 2464 . .
SEBERANG 1AYA (1) 04350 5109 Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

r AT Poharan POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
Y8 Low Choo Kian T) 04 - 588 0818 & PENTELAMAT 04-398 8809
lawchockiana@pehana.gov.my (1) 04~ 388 Oake g'gg&?g'RTE\LNETFER'\/LBANGSA }8? JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
Y8 Wong Hon Wai 1) 04 - 828 0926 HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
wonghonwai@penang.gov.m [F{ 04 - 828 0926 04-263 7000 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BERAPIT BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
YB Ong Kok Fooi T) 04 - 530 8476 i}
ongkokfool@penang.gov.m M SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 FERI ((CéECT)TRECR?\EVT ggHN)) 42102383

NEGERI
MACHANG BUBOK JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
LIBeLeggEhg; toon [3 DI KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
@amail. -
TANJONG BUNGAH IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
YB Teh Yee Cheu ) _ (T) 04 - 899 9581 WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK )
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com . .
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511

. Lip Chee O 5 145 EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
dunjawi@hotmail.com EF% 04 - 5943163 SOCSO 04-238 9888 04-281 1108
e ) 04250 1521 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
YBlauKengEe 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 - 250 1523

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/

PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

1013 - 417 3068

- Siti Zunnurain

N25 Pulau Tikus

Bahang

atana@first.net.my 04 - 323 5870
KEBUN BUNGA N1 Penaga : 010 - 542 9158 - Mohd. Zakilsmail N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina
YB Cheah Kah Peng [T% 04 - 826 5451 N2 Bertam :012 - 466 9681 - Fatimah Bakar Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
kebunbunga24@gmai.com Ffir - e N3 Pinang | :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin  N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
SUNGAI BAKAP Tungga Beng
YB Hj. Makfar Hj. Shapee m 04 - 582 7549 N4 Pematang :019 - 556 4664 - R. M Reza N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com F) 04 - 582 8648 Berangan Bunga Eong
KOMTAR N5 Sungai Dua 1 :017 - 956 3237 - Quah
YB Teh Lai Heng m 04 - 227 7068 Zulkafii N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
komtarN28@gmail.com F) 04 -2277068 N6 Telok Air : 012 - 475 4326 - Mohd. Zamri Chee
PAYA TERUBONG Tawar N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin
YB Yeoh Soon Hin ; (T) 04 - 827 8868 N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee Kota Keat
clementyech@hotmail.com N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon N28 KOMTAR :012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang
PULAU TIKUS Jermal Keong 010 - 811 7300 - Razin
YB Yap Soo Huey T) 04 - 226 5217 N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan N29 Datok : 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com EF% 04 -227 5217 Dalam Keramat
PERMATANG PASIR N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Shuen
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man [T% 04 - 398 4226 Jaya Mohd. Iskander Pinang
adunptgpasir@gmail.com F) 04 - 398 4226 N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N31 Batu : 04 -282 6419 - Karuna
BUKIT TENGAH Pasir ) 013 - 595 6865 - R'OSIi Lancan
YB Ong Chin Wen m 04 - 508 3977 N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com F) 04 - 508 3677 04 - 538 3871 012 - 5242549 James
PENANTI N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim N33 Air ltam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
YB Dr. Norlela Aviffin T) 04 - 538 2871 017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee 016 - 4940705 - Janet
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com [F‘ 04 - 538 4871 N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
SUNGAI PINANG Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan Terubong Lee
YB Lim Siew Khim (T) 04 - 282 6630 N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan 016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai N35Batu Uban : 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
BATU UBAN N16 Perai i 04-399 6689 - Selvi 016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
LB Dr. ~|t-) ‘J,qupmon-, {B 81_ ggg %288 N17 ]B':rlflgiah :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun 016 -444 3550 - sathyq
rnayaoaign@gmail.com - i © o o i
pr— N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany N o 04 - 646 4700 LR CIIT AN,
YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer o/l Rajaii 1 94-¢s3 561 . 017 - 378 4448 - Khor . N37 Batu :019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611 N19 Jawi : 8}; - 222 gg?g - I?Abdléﬂ Halim Maung 016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
- - Mr. Khor . :
DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482 . . i N38 Bayan Lepas: 010 - 773 2395 - Firdaus
dappg@sireamyx.com 7 64553 6514 2240 ggagg' $013 - 3528687 - Norjuliana N39 Pulau :012 - 464 3004 - Aidi Akhbal
s . AT etong

PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115 N21 Sungai :0111-508 0215 - Siti Hajar . . )

Acheh Abdul Aziz N40 Telok :017 - 413 5695 - Johan Abu

Bakar
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SENARAI NAMA ARLI MAJLIS SENARAI PEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWNARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2016
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Eggfnmfgze' &/l 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
1. Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602 Balik Pulau.
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Kumar a/l Kanapathy 04 - 323 8757 Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
016 - 407 6058
4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP 019 - 457 2271
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079 Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Ismail
Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
5. R. Gunalan Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 011 - 2666 9091
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 Selatan 14200, Jawi.
Siti Nur Shazreen Mohd. 019 -4118343 Nota:
Jilani Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | | |
Tan Chee Teong 012- 4017718 MBPP 2016
Kalendar Pelancongan
Tan Cheong Heng 012- 487 3101 Nama Telefon Pulau Pinang November 2016
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 S . -
Tan Chong Hee 019 - 411 5598 Goh Choon Keong 019 - 471 7931 R .
Gooi Seong Kin 016- 457 1271 ﬂaSICS
Zulkifli lorahim 012 - 477 5588 Penang Bridge International
Teoh Koon Gee 016-419 1938 -
[
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456 Harvindar a/I Darshan Singh [ 012 - 428 2250 WI]-ION
Mohamad Nor L
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012-4239143 i
Zaini Awong 019 -546 3115 Kala O/D Durai RClj 016 - 468 4247
Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152
Goh Choon Aik 04-588 3045
019 457 3222 Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566
Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019-225 6502
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Penang Goes ()range 2016

CYBER violence is no stranger
to the Malaysian community. In
fact, itis very close to us. It may
be even happening to our close
friends, siblings, or even our-
selves. The social circle in the
virtual world is so huge. It ena-
bles us to be connected to people
from all over the world but it
also creates social problems.
Reports on predators and cy-
ber bullying, which may end up
as sexual assault cases are being
reported nearly every day in the
mass media. Predators are luring
victims using phone applications
and it is as easy as that.
According to Telenor’s Safe

Internet Survey, 37% of
school students in Malaysia
have either cyberbullied on-
line, or have been subjected to
cyberbullying. Another re-
cent study conducted in Ma-
laysia has shown that there is
no significant difference for
gender and age on cyber bul-
lying activities. This means
that cyber bullying happens for
girls and boys irrespective of
their age. Another interesting
finding was that those spending
2-5 hours online daily reported
being more victimized and en-
gage in cyberbullying than those
who spend less than an hour

daily.

Stop Cyber Violence
Understanding the underly-
ing threat to our social well-
being, Penang State Exco for
Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development and Penang

Women’s Leadership in Local Governance

WHAT is the state of affairs
for women in local govern-
ment globally? The answeris,
we don’t know. This is be-
cause there is no statistics
available in regards to women
in local government and it
constitutes a major talent pool
gap.

The role of women in de-
cision-making and leadership
positions has been furiously
debated globally, nationally
and locally but women are
continuously underrepresented
in these areas. This situation di-
rectly infringes women'’s politi-
cal rights and can restrict rights
in many other areas given that
national and local governmental
bodies have a critical role in
formulating, implementing and
monitoring laws, policies and
budgets. Sadly, this is still hap-
pening although it has been
proven time and again via re-
search that women’s meaningful
participation and leadership in
government improves the way in
which decision-making and
leadership is practised. Accord-
ing to UN Women, there is evi-
dence that women'’s representa-
tion in local governments can
make a difference. Research on
panchayats (local councils) in
India discovered that the number
of drinking water projects in ar-
eas with women-led councils
was 62 per cent higher than in
those with men-led councils. In
Norway, a direct causal relation-
ship between the presence of
women in municipal councils
and childcare coverage was

PROGRAM KEPIMPINAN WANITA
DALAM TADBIR URUS TEMPATAN

A forum titled “ How to be Gender
Sensitive Local Councillors? “
with Local Councillors as part of
the “Women in Local Governance
Leadership” Training.

found.

The participation and repre-
sentation of women in local
government has been poorly
documented globally. In Pen-
ang, we are looking to change
that trend and make a meaningful
impact in increasing the substan-
tive representation of women in
local government leadership. In
recognising the importance of
women’s involvement in deci-
sion-making at this tier of gov-
ernment, Penang Women’s De-
velopment Corporation (PWDC)
organizes an annual “Women in
Local Governance Leadership”
training which complements the
many advocacy
strategies and
steps that
PWDC has un-
dertaken since
its inception end
2011.

A total of 87
participants was
trained and as of
date, 6 of the
alumni have
been appointed
as Local Coun-

cillors for local government
(MBPP & MPSP). PWDC,
\ in particular, the Women'’s
Empowerment and Leader-
ship (WEL) Programme, has

¥ played a significant role in

enabling & strengthening
women’s leadership pipeline
into local government. For
the year 2016, another 30
talented women leaders will
join WEL for the upcoming
training from the 21st—23rd
October 2016. In ensuring
programmes that meet objec-
tives, PWDC reached out to
current women Local Council-
lors from both MBPP and
MPSP for consultation and
discussion regarding strategies
and training content to ensure
an effective and interesting
training for the potential par-
ticipants.

Together, we can increase
women’s representation in deci-
sion making and leadership
positions, improve women’s
access to rights and resources,
and ultimately, realise gender
equality in the state of Penang.

Our current women Local Councillors
from MBPP and MPSP joined us at the
PWDC office for a consultation session on
strategies and content of training for the
upcoming 2016 training.

Women’s Development Corpo-
ration (PWDC) are co-organ-
ising Penang Goes Orange
(PGO). This state-level cam-
paign on eliminating Violence
Against Women (VAW) has
been since started in 2014 and
the theme for PGO2016 is
“Stop Cyber Violence”. “Or-
ange Day” is declared by
United Nations to create aware-
ness and get people to come
together to end violence against
women and girl. Orange signi-
fies optimism and a future free
from violence against women
and girl.
PGO2016 will be using the

Who

Penang Women's Development Corporation

fruit, orange as a reminder on
violence against women and
girl. A social media contest will
kick start the campaign, to en-
courage the public to post crea-
tive pictures with oranges. Win-
ners will walk away with cash
prizes that will be presented
during the closing ceremony of
the campaign on 10 December
2016.

The launching of PGO2016
is at KDU Penang University
College, 9.30am on Friday, 25
November, 2016. For further
details, please call PWDC at
04-261 2835 or email kamei.
cheong@pwdc.org.my

People’s Participation in Annual Budget Planning

PEOPLE contribute significantly
to the source of income for the
country, state and local govern-
ment. At the local government,
one mode of collection is in the
form of taxes. Thus, people are
the main business partners for any
government.

With Penang state govern-
ment’s principle of Competency,
Accountability, and Transparen-
cy, the need for Gender Respon-
sive and Participatory Budgeting
(GRPB) becomes more apparent.
GRPB is in line with the state’s
focus on people-oriented. GRPB
is an approach towards budgeting
and planning, taking into consid-
eration the needs of different
people in community. Most im-
portantly, people themselves are
involved in the process.

Afew communities in Penang
have benefitted from this process
and these communities are di-
rectly involved in determining
their needs based on priorities.
Having said that, it will also de-
pends on capabilities and re-
sources of local government.
Good examples where GRPB has
been successfully implemented
include PPR Jalan Sungai and

R

Sr Haji Rozali Haji Mohamud
presenting the outcomes of
budget survey during the
Town Hall Dialogue MPSP
2017.

PPR Ampangan. These com-
munities have since take charge
of their own cleaning contracts.
It has not only created a sense of
belonging within the community,
but has also helped the local gov-
ernment to reduce their cleaning
cost expenditure.

Another strong measure of
success for GRPB is through
Strategic Action Plan 2016-2018
where both local governments
have started to institutionalise
GRPB and have mentioned adop-
tion of GRPB methodology in
preparing next year’s budget.
Through the Strategic Action Plan
2016-2018, both local govern-
ments will be institutionalising
GRPB in their budgeting. In view
of that, more community facilities
projects are expected to have
people’s involvement.

During the annual budget
planning, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
provide opportunity for people to
participate and holding town hall
meetings for budget dialogues.
Through these platforms, people
are also able to comment on per-
formance of past budget and
provide suggestions for improve-
ments.

GRPB methodology is impor-
tant as it draws community to
have a say in how budget can be
spent. With limited resources and
understanding different needs for
different people, it is critical that
all parties discuss and decide on
priorities. With GRPB, the com-
munity plays crucial participatory
role in setting priorities.
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Crowd entertained at wushu event

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE clashing of cymbals and
the beating of Chinese drums
broke the quietness of George
Town when 108 lion dance
troupes hit the streets as part of
the Federation of Penang
Waushu, Lion and Dragon Dance
Association’s 39th anniversary
celebration.

Joining them were Chingay
performers, who held the specta-
tors in suspense when they bal-
anced the giant flag pole on their
heads, shoulders and mouths.

The performers were among
members and representatives of
100 associations which took part
in a 2km-long procession from
Love Lane to Esplanade.

The celebration kicked off
with the procession from Love
Lane to Chulia Street, Jalan
Masjid Kapitan Keling, Farqu-
har Strret and Light Street be-

fore ending at the Esplanade.

Others in the procession were
wushu exponents, Silambam
performers, stilt walkers, silat
performers, a school marching
band and war drummers.

The highlight of the day was
the performance by the nine
dragon dance troupes which
featured a 61m-long golden
dragon that added grace and
colour to the event.

The event was launched by
Governor Tun Abdul Rahman
Abbas.

Also present were exco for
Local Government, Traffic Con-
trol and Flood Mitigation, Chow
Kon Yeow, exco for Youth and
Sports, Women, Family & Com-
munity Development, Chong
Eng and Federation of Penang
Wushu, Lion and Dragon Dance
Association chairman Datuk
H’ng Ban Choon.

Chow in his speech said for
39 years the Federation of Pen-

Performers on bamboo stilts on their way from Love Lane to the Esplanade ground.

ang Wushu, Lion and Dragon
Dance Association has created
amagnificent record not only for
Penang but also for the country.

“For instance, wushu has “Wushu exponents have also
shown a great achievement by broken China’s monopoly at
having won medals at interna- various international tourna-
tional meets. ments,” he added.
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Lim gets courtesy visit by Hong Kong tourists

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng on Oct 7 received a
courtesy visit from the
founder/director of Hong
Thai Travel Services, Datuk
Jackie Wong.

Wong was accompanied
by some 34 visitors from
Hong Kong.

Also present was Malay-
sian Chinese Tourism As-
sociation president Datuk
Albert Tan Sam Soon.

In welcoming the visitors
at restaurant 59Sixty at
Komtar, Lim said the tourist
spots in Penang are going
through a revitalising stage.
Every year if you come back
to visit us, you can see new
and upgraded facilities at
our tourist spots, like Pen-
ang Hill as a typical exam-
ple,” he added.

Lim said this us in line
with the state government’s
mission to make Penang
into a livable and intelligent
city.

He also briefed the visi-
tors on other projects in the
state like the Second Penang
Bridge, the planned under-
sea tunnel from the island to
the mainland, Tech Dome,
Penang Science Cafe and
others.

Meanwhile, Wong on
behalf of the visitors
thanked the Chief Minis-
ter and the state govern-
ment for hosting them at
the reception.

He commented that
more tour packages will be
arranged for tourists to
take in the many scenic
spots, taste the various
delicious hawker food and
enjoy the friendly atmos-
phere in Penang.
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Lim (centre) exchanging pleasantries with some of his guests from Hong Kong.
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Elders Day

TAWARAN PENGECUALIAN FAEDAH BAGI
SEMUA PEMINJAM PINJAMAN PENUNTUT
NEGERI PULAU PINANG

celebration

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

ELDERS Day is a day to re-
member and honour senior
citizens for their sacrifices
and contributions tothe coun-
try, besides promoting filial
piety among the youth.

This day was proclaimed
by the government more than
a decade ago and since then
Society of Active Generation
of Elders (SAGE) has been
celebrating it annually.

“To mark the occasion a
dinner and dance will be held
at Han Chiang School Hall, in
Air Itam on Oct 28,

from 6.30pm,” SAGE pres-
ident Chin Seek Ham told
reporters with exco for Wel-
fare, Caring Society and

Environment Phee Boon

Poh and SAGE secretary Da-
tuk Dr Ong Hean Tee on Oct
7.

A comprehensive pro-
gramme has been drawn up
for the function, which in-
cludes line dancing, social
dancing and community sing-
ing.

Each participant will re-
ceive a door gift, besides
having a chance to win some
lucky draw prizes and/or table
draw prizes.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng will grace the function.

Tickets at RM35 per per-
son are available from SAGE
office at Kompleks
Masyarakat Penyayang. Jalan
Utama Penang.

For details, call Goh Ah
Hooi (019 4733298) or Chin
Seek Ham (016 4570764).

CE——

Mulai 1 Oktober 2016 hingga
31 Disember 2016

Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang menawarkan pengecualian faedah bagi
peminjam-peminjam yang bersetuju menyelesaikan keseluruhan baki
pinjaman atau tunggakan pinjaman secara sekaligus (Lump Sum).
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Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHEROK Tokun Forest Park
in Bukit Mertajam will be
closed to the public for the
“Cleanliness Awareness Pro-
gram” from Nov 1 to Nov 30.

Exco for Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment
Phee Boon Poh said this at a
press conference with direc-
tor of Penang Forestry De-
partment, Rusli Tahir, at
Komtar on Oct 7.

Phee said the objective of
the programme is to improve
the cleanliness level and fa-
cilities of Cherok Tokun For-
est Park.

Friends of Cherok Tokun
was set up in line with the
importance of the programme
following a committee meet-
ing recently.

Phee added the gotong
royong activity is to clean up
the hiking trails at Cherok

Dimaklumkan bahawa Taman Rimba Bukit Mertajam akan ditutup sementara kepada orangawam unes
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(From left) Rusli and Phee showing the poster announcing the temporary closing of Cherok

Tokun Forest Park.

Tokun Forest Park on each
Tuesday, Thursday and Sat-
urday from 8am to 2pm dur-
ing the closure period.
“Other activities will be

carried out from time to time
with co-operation from
Friends of Cherok Tokun and
Penang Forestry Department.

“A briefing will be held on

Oct 27, at the Forestry Of-
fice of Northern/Central Se-
berang Perai to elect a group
leader and supply informa-
tion concerning role of the

Friends of Cherok Tokun,”
Phee said.

Friends of Cherok Tokun
acts to clean up the hiking
trails of the forest park be-
sides carrying out activities
of hill climbing,

It also acts as a go-between
to visitors of Bukit Mertajam
Forest Park.

Those interested to regis-
ter as Friends of Cherok
Tokun, can get the applica-
tion form from:

- Forestry Department of
Seberang Perai Utara/Tengah
during office hours (8.00am
to 5.00pm).

- Phee’s office at Lvl 53,
Komtar and

- Sim’s office at Taman
Ciku.

Registration is only open
to the first 200 registrants.

For details, call Phee’s of-
fice (04- 2620860) or contact
Rusli via email: ruslitahir@
penang.gov.my
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Going pink for cancer awareness

Story by Chan Lilian

OCTOBER is Breast Cancer Aware-
ness month.

To mark the event, the office of
Sungai Pinang assemblymember Lim
Siew Khim organised a Pink Carnival
at the Automall in Karpal Singh Drive
on Oct 16.

The programme kicked off with
zumba followed by a flash mob dance
by Disted College students.

Several doctors were in attendance
and provided health talks and blood
tests to the visitors at the Pink Carnival.

Dr Liew Kean Chiew talked about
“Screening in Women’s Health” while
Dr Shazril Imran shared about “Recent
Advances In Cancer Care”.

Children had an enjoyable time tak-
ing part in the colouring and cooking
contests.

The fragrance of butter cookies
baked by the little chefs wafted
through the air at the carnival.

Jelutong MP Jeff Ooi, exco member
Chong Eng, Penang Women Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) CEO Ong

Colouring, postcard contest results

Tempat Pertama
Makaminad Agil ramd bive lratim

Bee Leng and Jelutong village chief
Khalid Zakaria were the invited
guests.

“We hope more corporate sectors
and other bodies will organise com-
munity oriented events that involve
the whole family. This way, everyone
can participate,” Lim said in her
speech.

“The main reason for this carnival
is to raise awareness and educate our
women in Penang on early detection
of breast cancer. According to the
Cancer Research Malaysia, one in
every 19 women succumbs to breast
cancer. Almost 5,000 women in Ma-
laysia are diagnosed with breast can-
cer each year,” Chong Eng said in her
speech.

She also called for education to
begin in school.

“We have to teach our children the
importance of taking care of them-
selves and always be aware of health
issues including breast cancer and
pregnancy. Teaching them would
prepare them for a better future.” she
said.

7 3

The winners of the colouring contest posing with their artworks.

THE results of the colouring contest and
postcards competition “Peraduan Me-
warna & Lukis Poskad” by Buletin

Mutiara are out.

The contest which was from Aug 1 to
Oct 1 received overwhelming response.

best.

The following is the result and win-
ners who have been contacted by Bule-

tin Mutiara.
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With over 1,000 entries, the judges
had a hard time picking the best of the

LE WEE¢
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Eight-year-old Samantha Chan (left) and her sister Stella, 4, were amongst the

little chefs who took part in the cooking contest.

Senarai Pemenang Peraduan Bakat Si Cilik - Mewarna 4.0

~ MUHAMMAD AGIL ILHAMI BIN BRAHIM

Kategori (1) : Pelajar Sekolah, Kolej & IPT

ONG Y LIN

OMNG YT CHWEEN

GOH JIA YU

Kategori (2) : Terbuka
CHEW WAN Y1
CHEW WAN XN

YEOH LIAK MOEY

101020-07-XXXX
051070 70700
0B0701-07-XXKX
040227-07-X3XX
07052 1-07-XXKX
080609-07-XXXX
050423-07-X3XX

040703-07-3000K

Senarai Pemenang Peraduan Melukis Poskad

031025-07-XXXX
02 TO20-07-X00CK

0304718-07-X00¢K

Senarai Pemenang Peraduan Melukis Poskad

940329-07-XXXX
940329-07-XKKX

F0229-07-XHKK
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Penang digital library
IS nOW open

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE first digital library in Penang, and
Malaysia for that matter, was finally
officiated by Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng on Oct 8 in an elaborate ceremony
attended by members of his adminis-
tration, elected representatives and
senior civil servants.

The chief minister said the Penang
Digital Library is an example of pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP) at its
finest as it matches world class stand-
ards.

“This latest initiative by the Penang
state government joins our other
groundbreaking initiatives in the field
of science and technology education

Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh (foreground) and members of the state government being given a guided tour of
the digital library.

such as Penang Science Cafe, Penang
Tech Dome and the German Dual Vo-
cational Training. The state govern-
ment spent RM1.5 million in its set-up
out of a total cost of RM3 million and
it houses more than 3,000 e-books,”
Lim said.

Apart from the state government, the
private sector also had a role in making
the digital library a success.

E&O, Keysight Technologies and
Time.com each played a significant
role in ensuring its physical hardware,
technical and systemic aspects as well
as internet connectivity remain in top
condition for the public.

According to information released
to the press, the Penang Digital Library
aims to curate knowledge and redesign

the access of information by the public
in today’s fast paced information and
digital age. It also aims to create an
environment that will complement the
more traditional methods of teaching
and learning to elavate the overall
education experience.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister I Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon,
State Ssecretary Datuk Seri Farizan
Darus, E&O Group Hospitality and
Lifestyle director Michael Saxon,
Keysight Technologies Malaysia and
Singapore president Datuk Gooi Soon
Chai and R. Loganathan of Time.com.

Usage of the Penang Digital Library
is free from now until the end of the
year but membership charges will ap-
ply in 2017.

State nod for heritage status for PFS, Batu Uban Mosque

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng has written to the Tourism
and Culture Ministry to give the latter permission to gazette
Penang Free School (PFS) and Batu Uban Mosque as herit-
age sites under the National Heritage Act 2005.

Speaking to reporters at a press conference on Oct 11,
Lim reiterated that his administration had done everything
in its authority for the gazette process to take place and the
onus is now on the federal ministry to ensure everything
falls into place.

“The state government has given its green light to the
federal ministry to gazette the two historic buildings as

heritage sites. Under the National Heritage Act 2005, the
state government’s permission must be sought first and now,
our letter to the Minister is precisely to give our permission
for the gazette to take place,” he said.

“We have given permission in writing beforehand to the
ministry even before it sought our approval. The ball is now
in their court to speed up the process and the onus is no
longer on the state government,” the chief minister added.

Copies of Lim’s letter dated Aug 30 to Tourism and
Culture Minister Datuk Seri Mohamed Nazri Aziz were
distributed to the media.

CM slams
casino idea

DURING a press conference on
Oct 11, Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng posed a question to Umno
on whether having a casino in
Penang and making the state
similar to Macao is now the state
opposition’s latest policy.

Lim was responding to an
article in a local Malay daily on
Oct 11 which featured a new
Penang-based political party
known as Penang Front Party
(PFP) headed by businessman
Lee Poh Kong and which has
Padang Besar MP Datuk Zahidi
Zainul Abidin of Umno as its
adviser.

In the article, Lee claimed his
Chinese-based party would be a
viable alternative to the Chinese
community who are disgruntled
with the DAP and at the same
time, not in favour of the Gera-
kan and MCA.

He also made known his in-
tention to have the PFP contest
in 25 state seats in the next gen-
eral election.

“We are an independent free
party who do not view BN as the
enemy. We will not disturb the
Umno seats as the party is capa-
ble of defending and winning its
seats. But since MCA and Gera-
kan can’t win, why are they
contesting in the first place?” Lee
was quoted as saying at a press
conference a day earlier.

In the same article in the
Malay daily, Lee was quoted as
having made known his plans of
having the state to emulate Ma-
cao in the event his party made
inroads in the next general elec-
tion.

“If we win, we will get the
federal government to consider
our plans in developing the
state’s tourism industry by fol-
lowing what’s being done in
Macao,” said Lee.

Such blatant proclamations
made by Lee especially for a
party which has an Umno MP as
its adviser had prompted Lim to
question if Umno is adopting a
new policy.

“Is this a new policy by
Umno to have a casino in Pen-
ang? The current state govern-
ment is totally against the idea
of having a casino in Penang.
But is this the case with Umno?”
Lim asked.
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Rally supporters in upbeat mood

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Darwina Mohd. Daud

THE morning drizzle hardly
dampened the spirits of some
100 Bersih 5.0 (also known as
the Coalition for Free and Fair
Elections) supporters gathered
in front of Queensbay Mall,
Bayan Baru on the morning of
Oct 15.

Joined by Bayan Bayan Baru
MP Sim Tze Tzin, the convoy
had earlier staged flash mobs at
Queensbay Mall and distributed
leaftlets at Gurney Drive and
Jalan Raja Uda in mainland But-
terworth, before making its way
to Perak.

During the journey, about a
dozen Amal Relief Malaysia
(Arif) in orange attire escorted
the convoy on bikes along with
a few police personnel at the
various stops.

The Penang Bersih 5 Con-

voy successfully handed over
the Bersih torch to Perak Bersih
after concluding a week of ac-
tivities in Penang.

The 22-car convoy from Pen-
ang reached Titi Serong in Parit
Buntar, where Aliran executive
member Dr Prema Devaraj,
representing the Penang Bersih
5 organising committee, handed
over the torch to Perak Bersih
representatives.

Also in the Penang Bersih
convoy were Aliran president Dr
Francis Loh and other Aliran
committee members and repre-
sentatives of other NGOs in
Penang such as Suaram, the
Women’s Centre for Change and
Hindraf.

Bersih recently launched a
nationwide Bersih convoy cam-
paign to spread awareness to the
rural areas on the objectives of
Bersih and the upcoming rally
scheduled on Nov 19.

Seberang Perai Municipal Council councillor H’'ng Mooi Lye has his photo taken with Anne

Ooi Siew Lan or better known as Aunty Bersih.

State leaders Welcome BerS1h convoy

MEMBERS of the
state government led
by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng gave the
Bersih convoy a warm
welcome when it ar-
rived from Sungai
Petani at The Espla-
nade on Oct 10.
Bersdih chairperson
Maria Chin Abdullah
stressed the impor-
tance of institutional
change in getting rid of
the corruption and
malpractices that is
plaguing the nation.
She was part of the
convoy which arrived |
from Kedah.
Reminding the peo-
ple that the responsi-
bility of righting the

mands for clean and fair elections.

(Front row, third from left) Maria and Lim with the ceremonial Bersih torch to ignite the people’s de-

wrongs in Malaysia rests on
the shoulders of each citi-
zen, and she said that the
fight is no longer the exclu-
sive role of the opposition
or non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs).
“Every Malaysian has a
responsibility to bring down
a regime which is ruining
the country. What Bersih
wants is clean and fair elec-

tions with a level playing
field for all candidates,” she
said.

She also acknowledged
the daunting task ahead of
her as well as her dedicated
team members who are
committed in bringing elec-
toral reforms to the country.

Other speakers included
Lim and state exco member
Chow Kon Yeow.

\ Bersih gath-
erings at-

.' “ tract not only

concerned
Malaysians
but also ex-
patriates
and tourists.

‘Rally can be

tourism product’

TOURISM and Culture Min-
ister Datuk Seri Mohamed
Nazri Aziz, who was in Pen-
ang for the World Tourism
Conference from Oct 17-19,
said rallies can be a tourism
product.

“No, no, no. The rally is
actually a compliment for
the government of Malaysia.
Unlike what people read,
they will see that we encour-
age freedom of expression.
It goes to show that this
government is not trying to
stop people from demon-
strating as long they comply
with the Peaceful Assembly
Act.

“At least here, the rally is
civil, well-guarded with no
untoward incidents. For me,
it is not a problem. It can be
part of my tourism product,”
Nazri said to a reporter’s
question if the Bersih rally
is bad for tourism.

His response drew laugh-
ter from the media and also
Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng who was with Nazri dur-
ing a press conference on
Oct 17.
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