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Holding their respective mock cheques, a well-deserved financial reward for the tough fight they put up in Rio.

Story by Amanda Khong &
Victor Seow

Pix by Law Suun Ting &
Darwina Mohd Daud

THREE Malaysian Olympic heroes,
Datuk Lee Chong Wei, Chan Peng Soon
and Goh Liu Ying, arrived on Sept 1 at
Penang International Airport to meet and
greet their fans before moving onto
Komtar for their second meet-and-greet

session with state leaders

Chong Wei won the silver medal in the
men’s singles while Chan and Goh won
it in the mixed doubles event during the
Rio Olympics 2016.

The heroes were welcomed to Penang
by a tremendous crowd at the airport
holding banners and chanting their names
at the arrival hall.

A similar scene awaited them at The
Top in Komtar while they were on their

way from the airport.

By 11.15am, hundreds of their die-
hard fans had assembled in the concourse
area of The Top, all eager to catch a
glimpse or to have wefies taken with the
three shuttlers whose sterling perfor-
mance at the Rio Olympics ensured their
names are recorded in the annals of
Malaysian badminton history.

Nobody was disappointed including
the Buletin Mutiara team that was present
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to capture the magic moment of their
arrival.

And when the trio finally made their
appearance, the crowd went into a frenzy.

In the midst of shouts of “Malaysia
Boleh!” and chants of their names, the
trio strolled into the specially cordoned
off area to meet Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng and other members of his

* TURN TO PAGE 2
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Hunza rewards Peng Soon

Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

THE man of the hour was none
other than Penangite Chan Peng
Soon when he turned up at
Hunza Tower to receive a
RMS50,000 cheque from Hunza
Properties Group (Hunza) found-
er and adviser Datuk Seri Khor
Teng Tong on Sept 2.

The sum was promised to Peng
Soon as a form of financial incen-
tive and reward by Khor on Aug
17 when the former was about to
play against Indonesia’s Tantawi
Ahmad and Liliyana Natsirin the
badminton mixed doubles final at
the Rio Olympics with his partner
Goh Liu Ying.

The Malaysians won silver,
the best achievement by the na-
tion in the sport to date.

Khor, an ardent sportsman
himself in his younger days, was
more than pleased to share his
stories with members of the me-

dia and expressed his [
hope for more corporate |
bodies to follow suit in
providing our athletes
with incentives.

“I have always loved |
sports since I was young
but due to financial con-
straints in those earlier |
days, nothing spectacu-
lar came out of it. Actu-
ally, I’'m quite good at
table tennis, fair at bad-
minton but lousy at
golf,” said Khor, who’s
74 this year.

“It’s my sincere wish that this
token amount would start the ball
rolling in getting other corpora-
tions to support our sportsmen
and sportswomen so as to en-
hance the level of sports in Ma-
laysia,” he added.

Also at tg he event was Khor’s
daughter Khor Tze Ming, who’s
also Hunza executive director.

= )
Peng Soon (right) adjusting his Olympic
silver medal worn by Khor. Looking on are
Peng Soon’s wife, daughter and father.

“Gurney Paragon is proud to
be the venue sponsor for the
three days of live telecast show-
casing the badminton matches in
Rio. It was one way for us to
share the happy moments with
other fellow Malaysians. We will
definitely continue to support
sports-related events as a form
of encouragement for the young-
er generation,” she said.

Hope for badminton at Olympic level

* FROM TO PAGE 1

administration.

Lim, in his speech, de-
scribed the efforts by the
trio in glowing terms and
mentioned the incentives
awarded to them by the
state.

“Chan Peng Soon, a son
of Penang, gave the people
hope in the game of bad-
minton at the Olympics
level which all the while,
was shouldered by Datuk
Lee Chong Wei. I would
also like to thank our hero-
ine Goh Liu Ying, whose
partnership with Chan had
resulted in our mixed dou-
bles of Olympics stature.”
Lim said.

“As our mark of appre-
ciation to Datuk Lee Chong
Wei, Chan Peng Soon and

Goh Liu Ying, the state
government is rewarding
them with financial incen-
tives amounting to
RM150,000.00 to Chong
Wei, RM100,000.00 for
Peng Soon and
RM25,000.00 to Liu
Ying,” he added.

Towards the end of the
ceremony, their fans and
the crowd in general wast-
ed no opportunity in hav-
ing photos taken with
them.

For the three of them,
these were moments to be
savoured after a gruelling
endeavour in Rio which
proved the truth behind the
saying “success comes
with grime and sweat with
a pinch of luck”.




nght Street was a h|ve of patriotic activities on Aug 31.

Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THEY came in various multi-
coloured attire, some walked
while others marched.

But what everyone had in
common on Aug 31 at the Es-
planade was their undying love
for the nation which achieved
independence from the British
on the very same day 59 years
ago.

Undoubtedly, such was the
feelings of the thousands who
turned up and lined both sides
of Light Street to witness the
annual Merdeka parade which
was a must for the state level

National Day celebrations.

A total of 5,761 personnel
from 104 contingents took part
in the parade of which most
were civil servants from the
various state agencies and de-
partments.

Others included students
from higher education and train-
ing institutions and school uni-
formed bodies and the various
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) in Penang.

The arrival of Penang Gover-
nor Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas
and his wife Toh Puan Majimor
Shariff at 9am marked the begin-
ning of all events meticulously

planned for the morning.
The much awaited pa-
rade, which lasted almost
two hours, began with the
hoisting of the Jalur Gemi-
lang by members of the
armed forces and followed
by a mesmerising choir
performance by SMK
Bukit Jambul of Malaysia’s
much beloved patriotic
songs - “Sehati Sejiwa”
and “Tanggal 31 Ogos”.
All members of the state
government led by Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng were seen
waving the national flag and
saluting the parade participants

marching past the main stage.
In his Penang Merdeka Mes-
sage to the people, the chief
minister urged all Penangites not
to forget in renewing the mean-
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Members of the armed forces sworn to protect the state make their presence
felt during the Merdeka parade.

ing of Merdeka as a struggle for
truth, justice and freedom by
rejecting all forms of political
dominance that exploits racial
and religious hatred.
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to

take up zumba
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Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

MORE men have been encouraged to take part in
exercise sessions like zumba so as to lead a
healthy lifestyle.

“When I visit the hospital, I see that there are
more men who are sick. Usually, when the men
are sick, it is their wives and mothers who have
to take care of them. Therefore, I encourage a
healthy and active lifestyle. I hope more men will
join in the zumba session at Komtar,” exco mem-
ber for Women, Family and Community Develop-
ment, Youth and Sport, Chong Eng said.

She urged all civil servants to adopt an active
and healthy lifestyle and exercise daily.

“The state government encourages everyone to
exercise. It will help to release some of the work
tension,” Chong Eng said when she launched the
zumba session to be held every Tuesday at Level
3, Concourse, Komtar.

About 50 civil servants and members of the
public got down to dance and had fun while sweat-
ing it out.

Led by ZIN Mary, the civil servants soon
warmed up to the thythm and moved to the music
in the one-hour session.

“Today I do not see many male participants. I
hope more male civil servants will also take up
this exercise for a healthy body,” Chong Eng
noted.

Chong Eng also doing Zumba with the civil
servants.

A zumba session with ZIN Mary costs only
RMS for an hour session.

Recently, ZIN Mary launched a session at
Penang Hill at 9am on Sundays.

Otherwise, you can find her at Elit Avenue,
Bayan Baru at 6.30pm on Mondays and Thursdays
and Youth Park at 6pm on Fridays.
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PENANG AGROFEST 2016

PENANG Agrofest is a yearly event that is eagerly
awaited by farmers, breeders, fishermen and people who
are either directly or indirectly involved in agriculture.
This is because of the uniqueness, vibrancy and diver-
sity of activities featured in the event. Organised by
Penang Agriculture & Agro-based Industries, Rural
Development & Health Office, it will be held from Sept
19 — 27 at Expo Site Seberang Jaya. For further details,
contact: 04-6505386.

GARAGE CHARITY SALES

SUMMER Garage Sales is coming!! Lots of pre-loved
evening gown, office dresses, accessories, branded bags
and clothing, among others are all in good condition.
Prices start as low as RMS to maximum of RM100 only.
Come and shop at Coffee Smith at Obsidian Production
Studio — 14, Jalan Bagan Jermal on Sept 10. You will be
doing charity, as part of the sales proceeds will be do-
nated to charitable organisations. Shoppers are advised
to bring their own shopping or recycled bags. For details,
call: Khoo (016-5135191) or Samantha (012-4929755).

MID-AUTUMN LANTERN FESTIVAL

THE Lantern Festival or Mid-Autumn Festival will be
celebrated by the Chinese community in Penang on Sept
15. Karnival Pesta Tanglung Negeri Pulau Pinang is an
annual carnival and this year it will be organised by Tiong
Hua Sports and Cultural Association of Kepala Batas.
Details, call 04-6505136 / 016-4211196 /012-5600598.

THE COLOURFUL RUN

A 5SKM Fun Run will be held on Sept 25, 7.30am at 1st
Avenue Mall. Organised by fitlog.com event platform
and supported by the Penang state government, the run
is a fund raising project in support of the education and
development of the Deaf Society. Entrance fee is RM60
per person. Online registration is at www.fitloq.com

GENTLEMEN’S RUN

SIGN up for the 4km Gentlemen’s Run organised by
Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital on Sept 25 at Gurney
Paragon Mall. Runners must wear a fake moustache as
a show of support to help spread prostate cancer aware-
ness. A donation of RM80 is required, which will go to
the Needy Cancer Patients’ Fund. To register, log on to
https://event.howei.com/event/gentlemensrun-2016.
Details, call 04-8923875 (Clement) or 04-8923874
(Priscilla).

MASS AEROBICS PENANG

PENANG Metropolitan Aerobics and Fitness Associa-
tion is holding mass aerobics sessions on Sundays at
SPICE Centre, and at Taman Metropolitian in Relau at
6pm on Thursdays and Saturdays. For details, call Ahmad
(012-4738500), or look up metropolitan-aerobics on
Facebook.

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION

LEARN how to start your e-commerce website success-
fully when you join a free once-a-month session called
Tech Tuesday organised by Redbox Studio at Eureka
Complex, Universiti Sains Malaysia. Open to entrepre-
neurs and business owners. Pick a date and sign up at:
http://redboxstudio.com/tech-tuesday/
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Putting
Penang
on world
map

Story by Chan Lilian

PLACING Penang in the context of global develop-
ments was the purpose of a conference held on Aug
6 at the Penang Institute.

Titled “Penang in the World” conference, it aims
to help Penang adapt and position itself ahead of the
game, socially, politically and economically.

“The Penang state government values new ideas
and well thought out public policies. Therefore, the
state allocated funds to establish Penang Institute in
2011 to invest in enriching the research environment
as well as to attract talents. Its new building provides
new facilities and a revamped working environ-
ment,” Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said in his
keynote address.

“Penang has nurtured thousands of well-known
talents such as world-renowned shoe designer Datuk
Jimmy Choo, movie maker extraordinaire Tan Sri P.
Ramlee and not to forget Dr Wu Lien Teh,” he said.

Lim also touched on the issue of brain drain that
has hit Malaysia.

“Malaysia suffers from significant brain drain —
the emigration of talents from Malaysia to other
countries. Whilst the World Bank has surveyed the
Malaysian diaspora for their reasons for emigrating
from Malaysia, what is more significant is that the
policy adopted such as the Returning Experts Pro-
gramme is not only economically not attractive
enough, but also discriminates against local talents
as local talents would be enjoying less tax benefits,”
he said.

Lim also spoke on the limitations faced by state
governments in the country.

“What we have seen is that the state governments’
main jurisdictions are limited to land, local govern-
ment matters and religious affairs. Matters nor-
mally governed or co-governed by the states in
other federations such as education, transportation,
healthcare and policing are all in the hand of the
federal government.

“Such excessive concentration of power at the
centre has denied Penang, and Malaysia, much of
the governance benefit from diversity and competi-
tion, giving little room for local innovation, initia-
tives and accountability.” he said.

“We are focused on making Penang a model of
good governance and clean leadership to develop the
state into an entrepreneurial and welfare state, which
contrasts with the present governance model of
crony capitalism and corruption.”

S| PENANG
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making ideas work

Lim delivering his keynote address to the participants at the Penang Institute.
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2 days of interactive training and coaching sessions for
youth ages 13-17. Learn skills for success in life,
leadership and money matters.

oY LFE EXPEDIT Learn how fo:
¢ Improve relationships so they build you up

* Be a leader and positively influence others

| CAMP|B * Manage money wisely

S12¢ yoyp pes™

Includes 2 follow up life-coaching sessions

12™ 13" September 2016
KARPAL SINGH PENANG LEARNING CENTRE
GELUGOR, PULAU PINANG

This Base Camp is in partnership
with
PENANG YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

T: 04 899 0099
Life Equip Sdn. Bhd. (837849-1)
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Marking Indonesia’s 71st year

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

BILATERAL ties between the Republic
of Indonesia and the state government
of Penang has never been better as
proven by Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng’s presence at the former’s diplo-
matic reception on Aug 18 to com-
memorate Indonesia’s 71st independ-
ence anniversary.

More than 350 guests, including con-
sular corps, senior Malaysian officials,
officers from the police, military, im-
migration and customs, Malaysian In-
ternational Chambers of Commerce and
Industry office holders, lawyers, acad-
emicians, entrepreneurs, artistes and
representatives of the Indonesian com-
munity in Penang, Kedah and Perlis,
were present at the event.

Lim’s arrival was greeted by the tra-
ditional Indonesian welcoming dance
known as the Lengser which originated
from Sundanese culture in West Java.

The dance movement, traditional

Lim (in coat and red tie) being welcomed at the diplomatic reception by the
performance of the Lengser dance.

wardrobe, make-up as well as the
energetic music and funny character-
istics were the main elements that

captured the attention of the guests at
the ceremony.
Prior to the exchange of the ceremo-

Penang’s very first digital library

COME October and Penangites will
see another epoch-making initiative
by the state government - Penang’s
very first digital library.

As its name suggests, it will be the
first library in Penang and for that
matter, the country, which will be
completely paperless or to be more
precise, “bookless”.

Occupying the premises that at one
time housed the Puspanita building
within the grounds of Penang Free
School, the Penang Digital Library
comprising more than 4,000 sq. ft. of
built-up multi-level learning space
will host more than 3,000 e-books,
e-magazines and reference journals.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who
made a site visit to the library on Aug
19 was happy to note the progress so
far.

The library is 85% completed.

“The Penang Digital Library not
only signifies the state government’s
commitment towards education, es-
pecially in science and technology,
but also our effort to be part of the
fourth industrial revolution. Penang
has no choice but to be involved in
the said revolution or else we will
become obsolete and die,” Lim said
in his speech.

“This digital library also aims to
re-engineer how information is cu-

e

The very first ‘bookless’ library not only in Penang but Malaysia is housed in

this quaint building.

rated and consumed in today’s digi-
tally-driven world. It is also a Pri-
vate-Public Partnership (PPP) initia-
tive supported by the state govern-
ment in collaboration with Keysight
Technologies and E&O and sup-
ported by TIME,” he added.

Also at the event were Deputy
Chief Ministers 1 and II — Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon and Prof. Dr
P. Ramasamy as well as exco mem-
bers Jagdeep Singh (Town & Country
Planning and Housing), Datuk Abdul

Malik Kassim (Religious Affairs,
Domestic Trade and Consumer Af-
fairs) and Dr. Afif Bahardin (Agri-
culture & Agro-Based Industry,
Rural Development and Health).

Costing RM2.5 million, the li-
brary will also feature real-time
informative display panels and in-
teractive e-learning gadgets, multi-
purpose collaboration rooms, a
flexi-amphitheatre, nook and read-
ing corners and a fully functional
cafe.

nial toast speech by Lim and the Indo-
nesian consul-general Taufiq Rodhy, the
Indonesian national anthem “Indonesia
Raya” and Malaysian national anthem
“Negaraku” were sung.

“May I now invite you all to join me
in the toast for the good health and well-
being for his Most Honourable Excel-
lency bapak Joko Widodo, President of
the Republic of Indonesia, the success
and prosperity of the government and
people of Indonesia,” Lim said in his
toast speech.

“May I now invite you to join me in
the toast for the good health and well-
being of His Majesty Tuanku Abdul
Halim Mu’adzam Shah, Yang di-Pertu-
an Agong of Malaysia for the success
and prosperity for the government and
people of Malaysia,” Taufiq said when
his turn came.

An array of traditional Indonesian
dances and well known songs were
performed as well as Indonesian culi-
nary specialties were served throughout
the night.

Why no action
against Ridhuan Tee?

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who was at an event in Wat Phot-
ichareantham in Sungai Puyu on
Aug 4, asked why after so long no
action has been taken by the au-
thorities against columnist and
academician Ridhuan Tee.

“If action is taken against
Namewee, then action should be
taken against Tee too,” Lim said.

Malaysians had slammed Tee
over his remarks for labeling the
Olympic medalists as “ultra-kiasu”
who are more interested in money
and incentives than being patriotic.

“Tee’s remarks not only insult
but demean the athletes. Is that the
attitude allowed by the authorities?
These athletes competed and won
medals not for their own glory nor
their own race but for the glory of
the country. Tee definitely does not
have the Malaysian spirit,” Lim
said.

Lim also pointed out that no ac-
tion has been taken against Lang-
kawi MP Datuk Nawawi Ahmad
for insulting the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong over his claims on the iden-
tity of the Malaysian Official 1 in
the US Department of Justice
civil suit over the 1Malaysia De-
velopment Berhad issue.



Cheer for Greenlane Heights residents

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Tham Poh Guek

SOME 1,000 residents of Green
Lane Heights Block H can now
thank the state government for
giving them the convenience of
three new lifts.

Exco for Housing, Town and
Country Planning Jagdeep
Singh, together with Bukit
Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh
and Seri Delima assembly-
member R.S.N Rayer on Aug
20 officiated at the opening
ceremony of the lifts at Block
H of Green Lane Heights.

Also present were chairman
of Block H Muniz Mohd Ismail
and Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillor D. Kala.

Jagdeep said funds for the

installation of the lifts costing
around RM340,260 were from
allocations for the Seri Deli-
ma and Bukit Gelugor con-
stituencies and from the state
government.

He added that it’s the state
government’s wish to help in
the maintenance and upkeep of
low-cost and medium-cost flats
in the state.

“I hope the residents here are
responsible and prompt in pay-
ing the monthly maintenance
fees, which will help greatly in
the upkeep of their units,” he
stressed.

On a related matter, Jagdeep
said there are 14 projects for
low-cost, low medium-cost and
medium-cost units in the state,
comprising a total 26,255 units.

@

Jagdeep (eighth from left) posing with some of Block H
residents after the official opening of the three new lifts.

He said there are a total of six
housing projects on the island,
namely in Teluk Kumbar, Jelu-
tong, Cecil Street, SP Chelliah,
Sandiland and Perak Road

comprising a total of 7,117
units.

“On the mainland, the eight
projects are situated at Bandar
Cassia F1, F4, F7, F8, F5 —

25,Kg Jawa, Ampang Jajar,
Mak Mandin, Ujung Batu, Kpg
Main Road, Bukit Mertajam
and Juru.

“The projects on the main-
land make up 19,138 units,” he
added.

Jagdeep said the housing
programme is not static.

“There are still other projects
planned, which will bring the
total to some 38,000 units,” he
added.

He commented that this move
is needed to cope with the pro-
jected population increase in
the state.

“It is forecast that the exist-
ing population of Penang
(1.66million) will increase to
1.75 million in 2020 and to 1.86
million in 2030,” Jagdeep said.

PiTTs bonus for bus commuters

STATE Local Government
Division Traffic Management
Unit engineer Mustaqin Alpi
said bus commuters can now
plan their journey following the
launch of a mobile application
called “Penang Intelligent Traf-
fic and Transport System’
(PiTTs).

The app launched by the state
government on Aug 19 allows
road users, especially bus com-
muters, to utilise their time
efficiently.

It can be downloaded on
Goggle Playstore for Android
users while iPhone users will
have to wait another month
before they can download the
application.

There are four components in
the first phase of PiTTs.

“The components are
‘Where’s my bus’, ‘Complaints
on traffic and public transport,’
‘Navigation Assistance’ and
news and programmes,” Musta-
qin said at a press conference
with exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow at Komtar.

Also present were the vendor
of the application, Sommet
Technology manager Misnun
Alias, and RapidPenang op-
erations manager Yusri
Hushairi.

Mustaqin added that the
system would enable bus com-

muters to track their buses,
besides knowing when their
buses would arrive.

Every stage bus in the state is
fitted with a GPS transmitter

be extended to bus users on the

mainland in the near future.
“We also plan to integrate

other public transports such as

ferries and taxis into the sys-
tem.

“In the following phases, we
will incorporate LRT system,

monorail and tram into the
PiTTs. The components are part
of the Transport Master Plan,”
he said.

and RapidPenang bus head-
quarters will be updated
every 30 seconds of its loca-
tion and the app would have
access to this information.

“For instance, if you want
to go to Queensbay Mall, you
just have to key in the desti-
nation and one would know
which bus to take to reach
there.

“It will also inform you the
nearest bus terminal or bus
stop to board the bus. Be-
sides, motorists who come
across potholes on the roads
or faulty traffic lights can also
inform the authorities via the
app.

“They can snap photos and
tell us the location,” Musta-
qin said.

Meanwhile, Chow said the
state spent RM84,300 on
PiTTs after appointing a ven-
dor for the task via an open
tender process.

“It is a method to create a
platform for the people to get
information on bus services.

“We are getting assistance
from RapidPenang to make
travel by bus more hassle-
free,” he added.

Chow said the system will
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Penang to increase supply of affordable housing

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

THE state government, through
Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC), is planning for an-
other 600 low-cost housing units
on state land at Ujung Batu,
Bagan Dalam, through a proposed
development agreement (PDA)
exercise.

This is in line with the state’s
objective to enhance the supply
of affordable housing in Penang,
with plans for PDC to build about
26,000 units over the next 5-10
years.

The development in Ujung
Batu is also to support the state’s
effort to alleviate squatter prob-
lems in the area, where the desig-
nated land will be developed into
low-cost flats, mixed develop-
ment, related infrastructure and
facilities.

“The state will continue to give
emphasis to upgrade and provide

better housing facilities for the
squatters. Presently there are
around 400 squatter houses in the
area,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng told a press conference in
Komtar on Aug 22.

“This development will trans-
form Ujong Batu into a modern
enclave, offering a conducive
environment and sustainable vi-
brant community,” he added.

Also present were PDC gen-
eral manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar,
exco for Welfare and Caring So-
ciety Phee Boon Poh and exco for
Health, Rural Development and
Agriculture and Agro-Based In-
dustry Dr. Afif Bahardin.

Meanwhile, Rosli said resi-
dents/squatters affected by the
development will be offered
compensation in accordance with
the State Land Guidelines.

He added the Proposed Devel-
opment Agreement will be adver-
tised in the major local newspa-
pers and PDC website.

DIraAn

165 Merban Kudueg Pading k
L ! L Sunigai Cua Gliar
Kamging Tok
i Tib Rt
: (181
TIMOR George Town
LAUT Permatang Kamguing Pele
& Pauh
) } 7 ) Kubang Set
g Bandar S0 Pinang BUttarworth : ;'- 1501
ol Frnang e
Fariy lelutong — 1\ Hhran
Y @ Parks
Senerang jaya i
KEPULAUAN , flandar Perda SEBE
., Ubini s kepyiAUAN . b Bukit Me:t%‘?&%
» Bukit Gambir
BARAT UDIHI E¥ LEM
SDAYA AeTirag ' Bukit Tengah
Balik Pulau Ll
160
PULAD
JEREMK
Buk Jura
Te 1ba ‘ Bayan Lepas _
+ PULAY 1 A
GEDUNG. { 158, g
Hermatant Darmar 'g__ . 158
Lait PULAU Bukit T
- AMAHN "
r_,., ‘ = Balu Kawan

Poster showing the proposed site for the low-cost housing units.
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EXCLUSIVELY YOURS

SUNGAI ARA, PENANG
www.the-clovers.com

Pemaju :

Asia Green GROUP

www.asiagreengroup.com

ASIA GREEN CONSTRUCTION SDN BHD 666894-W
36A Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah, 10050 Georgetown, Penang

T 042622222 F042612316

F facebook.com/AsiaGreenGroup

Sandy Liew 016 442 2213
Li Hooi
Alicia

016 478 3815
012 438 8821

+The Clovers - Pemaju: Asia Green Construction Sdn Bhd « No. Lesen Pemaju: 10073-3/12- 2016/01290(L) - Tempoh sah : 23/12/2014 hingga 22/12/2016 « Permit Iklan & Jualan : 10073- 3/12-2016/01289(P) -
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Jagdeep:

Story and pix by Chan Lilian

APPLICANTS for public housing
units should lodge reports with the
police or Malaysian Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission (MACC) if they
claim there are irregularities in the
selection process.

“We will not tolerate such prac-
tices of circumventing the selec-
tion process. We advise the people
to lodge police report so that the
suspects can be brought to court.
There is no question of making
any payment to secure a unit of

Press Statement by Jagdeep
Singh, Penang State exco
for Housing and Town &
Country Planning

I VIEW very seriously the in-
sinuation made by Gerakan at
its press conference on Aug 29
that there exist corrupt prac-
tices in the Penang Housing
Department as a result of which
several individuals have alleg-
edly collected money from
unsuspecting individuals who
were promised low and low
medium cost public housing.

Not only are such insinua-
tions wholly baseless and
scandalous in nature, but they
amount to be highly defama-
tory of the Penang state gov-
ernment, in particular the Se-
lection Process Enhancement
Committee and government
officials in the Penang Housing
Department.

It should be noted that upon
being appointed as executive
councillor for Town and Coun-
try Planning and Housing, it
was foremost in my mind that
in order to uphold the Penang
state government’s principles
of Competence, Accountability
and Transparency, where the
Housing Department was con-
cerned, the process of the se-
lection of individuals by the
state for such public housing
needed to be strengthened so
as to ensure only the needy and
truly deserving were allowed
to access such housing.

It should be noted that prior
to my appointment, the selec-
tion was conducted by officers
in the Penang State Housing
department who determined
eligibility based on the particu-

public housing,” Housing and
Town and Country Planning exco
member Jagdeep Singh said at a
press conference in Komtar on
Aug 30.

Also present was Welfare, Car-
ing Society and Environment
exco member Phee Boon Boh,
Komtar assemblymember Teh Lai
Heng and MPs Jeff Ooi (Jelutong)
and Ramkarpal Singh (Bukit
Gelugor). Jagdeep also released a
press statement on the stringent
selection process adopted by the

At the same time, Jagdeep also
produced a copy of letter from his
office to the state police chief on
Aug 30 where he requested the
police to provide the latest infor-
mation related to three police re-
ports made on March 4 by three
individuals who claimed that they
had been cheated.

They alleged that a person
claiming to be an officer represent-
ing the State Housing Department
had asked for payments in order
to obtain a unit at The Rise in SP
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state government.

lars of individual applicants
through their applications sub-
mitted under Form PN1.

Having regard to the obvi-
ous need to strengthen the
process of selection of appli-
cants for such public housing,
I had in August 2013, formed
the Selection Process Enhance-
ment Committee (SPEC), com-
prising eight elected repre-
sentatives to oversee the entire
selection process.

SPEC originally comprised
myself as the chairman, YB
Phee Boon Poh, YB Datuk
Abdul Malik Abul Kassim, YB
Dr. Afif Bahardin, YB Ong
Chin Wen, YB Jeff Ooi, YB Ng
Wei Aik, YB Sim Tze Tzin and
was enlarged in January, 2016
to include YB Teh Lai Heng.

Apart from deliberating on
matters with a view to enhance
the determination by which an
applicant can be considered
eligible, the main duty tasked
upon members of SPEC, which
sat at least once a month, was
to select from the pool of ap-
plicants those who were
deemed most deserving and
eligible for such public hous-
ing.

The eligibility criterion to
be successful for such public
housing have been reviewed by
SPEC on two occasions and
have been approved by the
Penang state government,
whereby currently the criterion
are as follows:-

(i) a citizen of Malaysia;

(i) aged 21 and above on
the date of application;

(iii) born or residing in
Penang;

(iv) a registered voter in
Penang;

Cheliah.

(v) working in Penang;

(vi) having a household
monthly income not exceeding
RM2,500 for affordable
housing Type A sized not less
than 650sq ft and priced at a
maximum of RM42,000;

(vii) having a household
monthly income not exceeding
RM3,500 for affordable
housing Type B sized not less
than 700sq ft and priced at a
maximum of RM72,500;

(viii) for affordable housing
Type A and B above, applicants
must not own any property in
any states of Malaysia;

(ix) having a household
monthly income not exceeding
RM6,000 for affordable hous-
ing Type C1 priced at a maxi-
mum of RM150,000;

(x) having a household
monthly income not exceeding
RMS8 000 for affordable hous-
ing Type C2 priced at a maxi-
mum of RM200,000;

(xi) having a household
monthly income not exceeding
RM10,000 for affordable
housing Type C3 priced at a
maximum of RM300,000

(xii) for affordable housing
Type C1, C2 and C3 above,
applicants who own one prop-
erty priced below the price of
category applied for (whereby
the property was acquired after
the year 2008) are eligible.

In fact, it was also decided
by SPEC that the PN1 form
which used to cost RM1 be
given out free.

Hence, for an applicant to
apply, not even one sen will be
collected by the Penang state
government.

Since August, 2013, SPEC
has sat some 27 times and se-

conference.

lected some 17,505 applicants
for Affordable Housing Type A
(Low Cost); 5,504 applicants
for Affordable Housing Type
B (Low Medium Cost); 2,112
applicants for Affordable
Housing Type Cl1
(RM200,000); 6,981 appli-
cants for Affordable Housing
Type C2 (RM300,000) and
1,504 applicants for Affordable
Housing Type C3
(RM400,000).

It should be noted that the
State Housing Department’s
list of applicants currently
stands at 12,424 applicants for
Affordable Housing Type A;
17,673 applicants for Afford-
able Housing Type B; 4,616
applicants for Affordable
Housing Type Cl1
(RM200,000); 2,335 appli-
cants for Affordable Housing
Type C2 (RM300,000) and
1,205 applicants for Affordable
Housing Type C3
(RM400,000), and SPEC will
continue to sit on a regular
basis to facilitate the selection
process to ensure that only
those who are truly deserving
and eligible will be able to ac-
cess such public housing.

As such, any insinuation
that the system in place allows
for payment of any monies by
individuals to secure a unit is
clearly misplaced and mischie-
vous. Such allegations are a
disservice to all those who
have been waiting this long and
are eligible for such housing.
Such deserving eligible appli-
cants must be constantly re-
minded their interests are being
given paramount consideration
not the opposite ie. being fed
untruths such as payments of

Stringent selection for public housing

Jagdeep (left) with Phee and Ramkarpal at the press

money can secure public hous-
ing!

Having regard to the press
conference held by Gerakan on
Aug 29 and their reference to
the video-clip in which it was
alleged that several individuals
had paid certain monies to
certain individuals in return for
being given such public hous-
ing, I would advise those who
have made such payment to
lodge a police report, and I will
personally communicate with
the Chief Police Officer, Datuk
Abdul Ghafar Rajab, to inves-
tigate thoroughly and expedi-
tiously the said report so that
those who have flouted the law
may be brought to book.

It should also be noted that
such incidents have occurred
before, namely in March this
year, whereby several indi-
viduals had made police re-
ports in relation to the said
incident. I have caused for a
reminder to be written to the
Penang Chief Police Officer,
Datuk Abdul Ghafar Rajab to
seek clarification on the status
of the charges against those
individuals.

I wish to reiterate that the
process of selection of indi-
viduals for such public housing
is a very thorough and stringent
one. The question of making
payment not even of one cent,
to be ensured such public hous-
ing does not arise whatsoever.
The public are advised to be
cautious of individuals claim-
ing they can circumvent this
process, and if there are any
queries whatsoever, they are
advised to communicate with
me directly, or any of my offic-
ers.



Sept 1 - 15,2016

Focus on regional raw water sustainability

THE northern region states
in Peninsula Malaysia need
funding and action from the
federal government to pro-
tect the Ulu Muda Catch-
ments and to optimise the
potential of Sungai Perak as
araw water resource.

“This in turn will help
focus on the importance of
securing water supply sus-
tainability in the Northern
Corridor Economic Region
(NCER) as a whole to pro-
tect national interests,” Da-
tuk Jaseni Maidinsa (pix),
chief executive officer of
PBA Holdings Bhd
(PBAHB) and Perbadanan
Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang
Sdn Bhd (PBAPP), said in a
recent statement.

Since 2008, the Northern
Corridor Implementation
Authority (NCIA) has been
promoting the NCER to
become a world-class eco-
nomic region as a whole,
while ensuring social and
sustainable development as

well as economic growth.

In 2015, the four NCER
states of Perlis, Kedah, Per-
ak and Penang contributed
about 15.8% of the national
GDP of RM1.012 trillion.

On Aug 13, it was re-
ported that the NCER netted
RM4 .47 billion in invest-
ments in the first six months
of the year.

“As such, the NCER
states should focus on the
long-term security and sus-
tainability of regional raw
water resources instead of
seeking unsubstantiated
‘water profitability’,” Jaseni
added.

“It should be noted that
Kedah is not ‘supplying’ raw
water to Penang, but Penang
is drawing raw water from
Sungai Muda, a river that
serves as a boundary be-
tween the two states,” Jaseni
said, adding that Penang
uses its own resources to
draw water from its side of
the river.

“As such, since 1973,
Penang has not paid Kedah
for the raw water that we
draw from Sungai Muda
daily,” he said.

In the first six months of
2016, Perlis, Kedah, Penang
and Perak experienced the
challenges of a Super El
Nifio season.

There was a threat of a
widespread water crisis that
would affect 4 million peo-
ple and cause billions of
ringgit in losses for thou-
sands of businesses.

“Super El Nifio has clear-
ly reminded us that when
dam reserves drop to critical

levels, no amount of money
can buy additional raw water
reserves for Perlis, Kedah,
Penang and Northern Perak
in the short-term,” Jaseni
said.

Until today, all key dams
in the Northern Region have
not fully recovered from the
effects of Super El Nifio.

“As such we urge the
federal government to play
a more proactive and active
role in protecting, managing
and optimising all raw water
resources in the Northern
Region for the mutual ben-
efit of Perlis, Kedah, Penang
and Northern Perak, in line
with the concept of the
NCER,” he said.

“There are around four
million Malaysians living
and working in Perlis, Ke-
dah, Penang and Northern
Perak. Perhaps it is a good
time for everyone to reflect
and focus on the National
Day theme of ‘Sehati, Seji-
wa’,” he concluded.

Regional water solutions

SINCE May 2016, the state government and
PBAPP have repeatedly called on the National
‘Water Resources Council (MSAN), chaired by the
Deputy Prime Minister, to prioritise regional raw
water solutions for the four northern region states.

Proposals which have been tabled include:

1.immediately banning all logging activities in
the Ulu Muda Catchments and gazetting these
areas as water catchment areas protected by law.

2. compensating Kedah with federal funds to
protect and preserve the Ulu Muda Catchments,
after these areas are gazetted.

3. implementing the Sungai Perak Raw Water
Transfer Scheme in 5-7 years, so as to meet Perak
and Penang’s raw water demand until 2050.

4. allocating federal funding for the SPRWTS
for the benefit of two states, in accordance to the
2011 agreements signed between the Federal
Government and the Penang State Government for
Penang’s migration to the National Water Services
Restructuring Initiative (NWSRI).

5. preparing a water crisis management plan for
the Northern Region, leveraging on all available
raw water resources, to minimise the risks, threats
and negative impact of future prolonged dry sea-
sons.
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Artistic treat for coffee lovers

Story and pix by Amanda
Khong

ARABICA Estate Asia’s 2nd Latte
Art Championship 2016 that at-
tracted competitors from Singapore,
Thailand and Malaysia was held on
Aug 21 in conjunction with Asia
Food Festival 2016 at SPICE Arena,
Penang.

The championship’s main objec-
tive was to create public awareness
about barista professionalism as well
as importance of latte art on a perfect
cup of coffee served.

Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon was present
during the closing ceremony to pre-
sent prizes to the winners.

Also present were Arabica Estate
managing director Cheah Chin
Heng, head judge Ross Bright, tech-

nical judges Suphot Leesuwattana-
gul and Cheah Kun Shen, and
Thailand National Latte Art Cham-
pion Arnon Thitiprasert.

“Looking at all the competitors,
they are all very young and I would
say this is a very healthy and chal-
lenging interest for the younger
generation to explore. I would en-
courage more young individuals to
join this barista field as it is a great
job career ahead,” said Rashid.

The guests and spectators were
also treated to a special performance
by Arnon when he drew the “Jalur
Gemilang” on a cup of latte.

The champion of the day was 18
year old Irvine Quek Siew Lhek
from Kuala Lumpur who took home
RM3.,000, a trophy, coffee grinder,
certificate and not to mention his
name on the giant challenge trophy.

s
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JABATAN KEWANGAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG

PINANG 2016

KENYATAAN TAWARAN LOT PERNIAGAAN / PAMERAN PESTA PULAU

Tawaran adalah dipelawa kepada Syarikat / Pembekal / Pengusaha / Penganjur yang berdaftar dengan
Suruhanjaya Syarikat Malaysia (SSM) bagi menyertai tawaran seperti berikut berikut :

: . : Tawaran Tarikh Jualan
Bil No Rujukan Tajuk dibuka kepada Borang / Lawatan
Tapak
Tarikh Cabutan

1 JKNPP 7/2016 | Cabutan Undi untuk Lot Bahagian 1 Undi :
Perniagaan dan Pameran Semua
sempena penganjuran Pesta 11, 12 & 13 Oktobei
Pulau Pinang Tahun 2016. Bahagian 2: Tarikh : 2016

Peniaga/ ( Selasa, Rabu &
Pengusaha 19 September Khamis )
Pulau Pinang sehingga
Sahaja 29 September 2016. Jam :
(Hari Bekerja
Bahagian 3 Sahaja) 9.00 Pg —
Semua 12.00Tghari
Tempat : (Pendaftaran)
Tapak Pesta
Sungai Nibong 2.00 Ptg — 5.00 Ptg
Pulau Pinang (Cabutan Undi)
Jam :

2 | JKNPP 8/2016 | Sebut Harga untuk Lot Semua Tarikh Tutup
Perniagaan dan Pameran 9.00 Pg — 12.00 14 Oktober 2016
sempena penganjuran Pesta Tghari
Pulau Pinang Tahun 2016. 2.45 Ptg — 4.15 Ptg Jam :

12.00Tghari
1. Syarikat / Pembekal / Pengusaha / Penganjur yang ingin menyertai tawaran ini hendaklah mendapatkan borang

penyertaan di Pejabat Urusetia Tapak Pesta Sungai Nibong, Pulau Pinang pada tarikh dan masa Lawatan Tapak
di atas. Bayaran RM 10.00 dikenakan bagi setiap borang penyertaan yang dijual dan satu borang hanya
terhad untuk satu lot sahaja. Borang tidak boleh difotostat.

2. Dokumen Sebut Harga hendaklah dimasukkan ke dalam sampul dengan menyatakan lot gerai/kawasan yang
dipohon di penjuru sebelah kiri sampul. Dokumen hendaklah dihantar secara manual dan dimasukkan ke
dalam peti tawaran di Jabatan Kewangan Negeri Pulau Pinang, Aras 23 KOMTAR, 10990 Pulau Pinang
sebelum tarikh tutup yang dinyatakan di atas.

borders of Sungai
Ara, Relau and
Paya Terubong is
the RMS8 million
new, modern mar-
ket complex by
Ideal Property
Group.

Located at Pa-

gar Buloh, Sungai chow (second from right) and Ooi
Ara, the market (third from left) with Ideal’s staff at the
complex is expect- market which will open soon.

ed to be ready by
end of this year. The market
complex houses 25 hawker
stalls, wet market with 32
stalls and a multi-purpose hall
which has three badminton
courts, a hall suitable for func-
tions complete with PA sys-
tems. Excomember for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow made a site
visit to the project on Aug 25.
“This market is part of
MBPP (Penang Island City
Council) conditions set for
developers to build public in-
frastructures for the commu-
nity. That includes roads,
places of worship, schools and
retaining ponds,among others.
“This is an example how
developers build the facilities
or pay contribution charges to
MBPP. In the last six years,
many of such developments
have taken place, “ Chow

said. “When the building is
completed, it will be handed
to MBPP which must ensure
that these are managed prop-
erly so that the rakyat can en-
joy the facilities in comfort.
The developer has spent RM8
million which is not inclusive
of the land cost. Therefore,
they will hope that the com-
plex will assist the local people
to earn an income from the
businesses and at the same
time, the community can enjoy
the amenities,” he added.

“We are waiting for the
CCC of the building and ex-
pect to hand over the building
by end of this year. The wet
market was built with features
of green building whereby we
try to minimise the usage of
electricity and harness natural
ventilation and light,” said
Datuk Alex Ooi, chairman of
Ideal Property Group.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

buletiny

L
yitisiara

No Tel/ No Faks

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 399 6689

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

ET; 04 - 6261968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.m

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Dahalan Fazil 019 - 727 4388
dlané658@gmail.com
BERTAM BERTAM |
YB Shariful Azhar Othman }T; 012-411 4690 Asrol Sani Abdul Razak 013 - 580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolpkb@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL o PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin T) 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019 - 437 2887
F) 04 - 397 3555 muhasdey@gmail.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid m 04-573 4630 Fahmi Abu Bakar 013 - 488 1601
F) 04-573 4630 mudiram@gmail.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Rols_ll] y%s/sgn . 019 - 410 5990
rosli @yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR . TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid m 04 - 351 2873 Mustafa Kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com
NGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
e B ez 104-5933100 || AzmiSomsudin 012- 5941515
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.m H 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Azrul Mahathir Aziz . 017 - 5941976
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com
PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 i -
(A04-8584505 || MondTushbbmat 0175707500
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob m 04 -866 1760 Halil Sabri Hamid 017 - 460 4849
F) 04 - 866 1821 halilsabri.hsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

[T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH
YB Teh Yee Cheu
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 899 9581

JAWI
YB Soon Lip Chee

EIT:; 04-5941163

dunjawi@hotmail.com 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee ) 04 -250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 -250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

ET; 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
& PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
04-263 7000 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
. FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 (BUTTERWORTH) 04510 2377
NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-K ANAK )
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
SOCS0 04-238 7888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
apsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbkttengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Avriffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA
YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer a/I Rajaji

[[T:; 04 - 659 5611

rsnrayer@gmail.com 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

N1 Penaga : 010 - 542 9158 - Mohd. Zakilsmail N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina
N2 Bertam : 012 - 466 9681 - Fatimah Bakar Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
Tunggal Beng
N4 Pematang :019 - 556 4664 - R. M Reza N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
Berangan Bunga Eong
N5 SungaiDua :013 - 417 3068 - Siti Zunnurain N25 Pulau Tikus :017 - 956 3237 - Quah
Zulkafli N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny
Né Telok Air :016 - 463 3866 - Malik Bakar Chee
Tawar N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’'ng Chin
N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee Kota Keat
N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon N28 KOMTAR : 012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang
Jermal Keong 010 - 811 7300 - Razin
N9 Bagan 1016 - 473 1963 - Gesan N29 Datok : 04 - 226 24464 - Kalvinder
Dalam Keramat
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Shuen
Jaya Mohd. Iskander Pinang
N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
Pasir . 013 - 595 68645 - R.osli Lancang
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
. 04 - 538 3871 . 012 - 5242549 James
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim N33 Air Itam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee 016 - 4940705 - Janet
N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin N34 Paya 012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan Terubong Lee
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan 014 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai N35Batu Uban :016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
N16 Perai : 04 -399 6689 - Selvi 014 - 487 8602 - Khairul
N17 _IB_Ukii A :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun 016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
enga i . - - Ali
N18 Bukif Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany N36 fg,“e'f:k 04 - 646 4700 S ein
. |017.- 378 4448 -Khor N37 Batu :019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim Maung 016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
. 012 - 456 5018 [UIIOE N38 Bayan Lepas: 010 - 773 2395 - Firdaus
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana N39 Pulau - 016 - 407 2135 - Zulkiflee
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah Betong Ahmad
N21 Sungai 10111-508 0215 SSHbHajar: N40 Telok :017 - 413 5695 - Johan Abu
Acheh Abdul Aziz Bahang Bakar
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NO-PESTICIDES
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NO-PESTICIDES
MOVEMENT

Speakers from GTL World (M) Sdn Bhd. From left: Goo Lay Hoon, Teo Chiak Inn, Angeline Cheng.

PENANG Green Council and Penang
Science Cluster organised Green Café,
a one and a half hour talk, discussing on
guidelines to pursue a happy, sustaina-
ble and toxin free life.

Teo Chiak Inn, an eco-volunteer from
GTL World (M) Sdn Bhd, highlighted
to the participants on the various types
of fruits, vegetables and Chinese herbs
which contains high levels of pesticides
during the talk at Penang Science Café
at China Street Ghaut last Saturday.

Environmental sustainability nowa-

days does not only focus on land, water
and energy. It consists of human health
and wellbeing. Our daily activities and
practices contribute widely to the well-
being of the environment.

‘Our fruits and vegetables are now
not safe to be consumed just like that.
They are now heavily infested with
pesticides to maintain its freshness and
shelf life.” says Teo Chiak Inn.

Unknowingly, we have indigested
them. In order to safely consume raw
products that we purchase, she intro-

duced the ETL no 9, an intelligent all-
in-one formula made of all natural
products which could eliminate up to
98.6% pesticide residue on the surface
of fruits and vegetables.

The ETL no 9 can also be used for
hand washing, cleaning baby milk bot-
tles, laundry and more.

Participants were treated to a demon-
stration and food tasting session for life
experience of pesticide and non-pesti-
cide fruits and vegetables.

Green Café is a platform created for

— Free Lifestyle with ETL no 9

all players in the green industry to
feature their green technologies, prod-
ucts, experience and education to the
local community. We also hope that
such pocket talks will serve as a
bridge between the industries and the
ordinary citizens to explore more
about environmental causes, products
and technologies.

Communities or organisations which
want to share their green innovation
may contact PGC 04-250322 for further
information on Green Cafe.
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Youth bank on public transport

By Izhar Shazly

WITH the state government
targeting 40% public trans-
port mode share in Penang by
2030 through the Penang
Transport Master Plan
(PTMP), it is the informed
and engaged youth of today
who find themselves at the
forefront of bringing trans-
portation forward.

This is even more impor-
tant considering the Gen-Ys’
need to be more and more
mobile — virtually and physi-
cally — despite today’s high
cost of living.

Lee Ze Yee

Lee Ze Yee, a 21-year-old
fresh graduate, echoes this
sentiment.

He feels a large chunk of his
allowance goes towards main-
taining his car and would
welcome the implementation
of an efficient public transpor-
tation network like a light rail
transit (LRT) that could get
him around.

“I would give up my car
because I realise that’s the
problem with Penang right

now. Public transport is very
bad. Taxi services are not that
good, public buses don’t arrive
on time. It’s not easy to find a
bus to go to the places I want
to go.It’s an area to improve,”
he said.

In addition, there’s an in-
creasing desire among young-
er people, for the first time in
decades, to live in more walk-
able cities.

In these cities, people rely
on good public transportation
such as LRT, walking and bik-
ing in a sincere effort to drive
less.

When asked what his idea
of a perfect city is, 24-year-old
research analyst Kok Hin cited
Berkeley, California as an ex-
ample.

“I actually like Berkeley
because it’s just nice. It has a
university campus nearby, it
has cafes, and the working
people can go to San Francisco
which is just a train ride away.
So you have all this intercon-
nectivity and different activi-
ties and people can do a lot
there,” he said.

“It’s very walkable. Public

Kok Hin

transport is very reliable and
people are movable, so when
you have all that I don’t think
there is a necessity to use pri-
vate cars because public trans-
port is so convenient and they
can walk.

“The Penang state govern-
ment is doing a good job mak-
ing more walkways because
without it, I think it’s going to
be hard because you encourage
people to use public transport
but they have to walk on the
main roads. Who’s going to be
responsible when an accident
occurs?” he added.

Furthermore, today’s teens
are not so quick to jump be-
hind the wheel and that trend
looks set to continue in Pen-
ang, especially with its wors-
ening traffic conditions.

Internet-savvy teens and
young adults are the target
demographic that needs to be
engaged in sustainable and
smart transport planning.

There was a time when turn-
ing 21 automatically meant a
trip to the Road Transport
Department (JPJ) to become a
newly minted driver, but those
days are in the past now.

Youth are showing an in-
creasing reliance on alterna-
tive ways to get around as cars
are becoming too costly to own
— with expenses ranging from
petrol and insurance to the
regular servicing and unfortu-
nate repairs it needs now and
then.

“We youth live at a time
when cost of living is very
high, what with the GST and

State not adversarial towards NGOs

Nidhal

what not. This is the downside
of development — prices will
inevitably go up. Personally,
I feel that we still struggle to
prepare ourselves for today’s
challenges,” said 25-year-old
research analyst Nidhal.

“To be safe, I think a mini-
mum salary of RM2,000 is
needed to survive in Penang.
To minimise costs even more,
we can always stay with our
parents.”

Given that the young ones
now would be the main benefi-
ciaries of public transport in-
frastructure come 2030, some
youth feel the authorities
should look into policies or
measures that could “nudge”
them in the right direction.

“The government’s initia-
tive to upgrade public trans-
portation is a good step for-
ward, but maybe some teens
are (still) attracted to a life-
style which involves owning
their own cars. Besides (pub-
lic transport) upgrading
works, perhaps we could have
campaigns to create aware-
ness on this. Better yet, rope
in some personalities relevant

buletini
yitisiara

to the young ones to endorse
public transportation. When
these kids see their idols ditch
cars, maybe they will too,”
Nidhal added.

Fellow research analyst,
24-year-old Ahmad Fikri, on
the other hand, feels there
should be regulation to limit
private vehicle usage to help
public transport prosper in
Penang.

With the rise of mobile
Internet access and the popu-
larity of social networking,
young adults now are enjoy-
ing the privilege of interact-
ing with each other from
home or anywhere, with just
a phone in their hand.

Consequently, most would
rather “socialise” in the vir-
tual way, than having to get
behind the wheels to meet
their friends — in real.

Ahmad Fikri

But whether this is good or
bad, public transport — like the
LRT - does seem like a cool
idea, at least being in a train
they can continue to scroll to
their next “Like” on Face-
book.

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng and exco member
for Local Government, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow on Aug 11
clarified that the state government does not adopt
an adversarial approach towards any non-govern-
mental organisation (NGO) that might not neces-
sarily share the same point of view with it.
Referring specifically to the Penang Forum,
which had depended heavily on the Halcrow
Report in its criticism of the Transport Master
Plan (TMP), both Lim and Chow acknowledged
that the alternative views raised by the NGO on
its preference for trams instead of light rapid
transit (LRT) would be taken into consideration.

The state government, moreover, has done an
in-depth study on the proposed use of LRTs in
the TMP.

“As usual we will respond to any quarters
including NGOs concerning the Transport Mas-
ter Plan. We are open to suggestions and criti-
cisms and we will definitely reply to each and
every one including NGOs like Penang Forum,”
Chow said.

“Until now, the state government is not an
adversary and we will not be towards NGOs. We
just want to put the record straight that Penang
Forum was invited for discussions at Penang
Development Corporation and we expect them

to come up with a concrete alternative proposal
for us to adopt if it is good,” he added.

Also present was Penang Transport Master
Plan (PTMP) Project Delivery Partner (PDP)
SRS Consortium project manager Szeto Wai
Loong.

Szeto, who spoke in great detail during his
presentation, mentioned the lack of crucial de-
tails in the Halcrow Report on matters like land
acquisition and ground improvement works.

“I want to express here that not only the chief
minister but the state government endorses
Chow’s position on this matter,” Lim said to
members of the media.
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Be professional to make Penang world class

Story by Chan Lilian

BULETIN Mutiara recently
caught up with Datuk Toh Chin
Leong (pix), the newly-elected
chairman of Real Estate and
Housing Developers Associa-
tion, Penang Branch.

Toh, 49, grew up in Taman
Free School low-cost flats rent-
ed from MBPP. Therefore, he
will have public housing close
to his heart and understands the
need for the state to provide af-
fordable homes.

He studied at Union Primary
School and Chung Ling High
School before leaving for the US
at the age of 19.

He spent approximately eight
years in the USA working and
studying.

He graduated with a Bache-
lor’s degree in Civil Engineering
and a Masters in Geotechnical
Engineering from University of
Arkansas, USA.

Toh joined construction firm
IJM Land Berhad as a site engi-
neer in April 1995.

He is now the senior general
manager of Northern Region,
IJM Land.

Q: What is Rehda’s mission?
A: a) To provide a platform for
members to share their experi-
ences, to learn and be successful
in their business as housing de-
velopers. Rehda Institute is ac-
tive in organising development
related training, forums, semi-
nars, study tours and others for
the staff of Rehda members.

b) To engage with the au-
thorities and policy makers, to
give feedback and improve the
policies from time to time that
is beneficial to all parties (house
buyers, developers, state of
Penang, and others).

c) To organise MAPEX and
Rehda annual dinner, social
gatherings, and other events.

Q As the new chairman, are
you going to do things differ-
ently?

A: Well,Rehda Penang has been
consistent in the past. However,
I do hope that we can engage
with the policy makers more
often to give our feedback on the
happenings on the ground and
the trend in development around
this region. We also expect the
policy makers to be transparent
and consistent when enforcing

the policies. I believe this rela-
tionship if managed well, will
make Penang a better place to
live in.

The general perception of
property developers is not very
good in the eyes of the authori-
ties and general public due to a
few ‘bad apples’ in the past. I am
sure we can improve it if we start
doing the right things going
forward.

Q : The Penang state govern-
ment is often accused of being
pro-developer. As an associa-
tion for developers, do you
agree?

A: (Laughing) Please tell me
any other business that needs to
pay more contributions, fees,
levies, taxes, and subsidies than
a housing developer.

Q : Previous chairman Datuk
Jerry Chan is known for being
vocal and spoke against cer-
tain media. What is your ap-
proach? Do you think the
media is fair and if not, how
are you going to tackle them?
A: As the chairman of Rehhda,
our members expect us to speak
up when necessary. Whether it
is for Rehda or the media, we
should always speak with facts
and figures to support our argu-
ments. We should not take
things personal (or political). If
all parties (policy makers, hous-
ing developers, media) practise
professionalism, then Penang
will be world-class sooner.

Q: The Penang state govern-
ment has set certain guidelines
on affordable homes. Previ-
ously, members of Rehda had
said that those ceiling prices
make it difficult for them to
build. What is your opinion?
Is the state’s guideline too
stifling?

A: Yes, it is a subsidised prod-
uct. I feel that there is a need
now to review the guidelines in
a more holistic manner, rather
than giving it a quick fix every
now and then. If this is not man-
aged properly, the biggest losers
will be the young and medium
income Penangites.

Q: The issue of Advertising
Permit and Developers Li-
cences (APDL) - is the matter
resolved? If not, how are you
going to deal with this?

A: We are in the process of get-
ting updates from our members
on the numbers of outstanding
applications. We shall compile
this information and engage
with the minister if necessary.
(Developers need to obtain the
APDL from the Urban Wellbe-
ing, Housing and Local Gov-
ernment Ministry before they
can sell their houses.)

Q: The Penang Transport
Masterplan - you have at-
tended the briefing, what do
you think of it?

A: No one would disagree that
Penang needs a good public
transport system. Rehda wel-
come linkages such as tunnel/
third bridge, bypasses, public
transport, etc as this infrastruc-
tures will enhance property
value in Penang.

The debate now is on which
model is more cost effective
and sustainable in the long run.
Using reclaimed land and/or
toll concession as compensa-
tion to the contractor is a nor-
mal practice. However, we
hope to see a more comprehen-
sive study on cost of construc-
tion, operations and mainte-
nance, as well as the ridership
generation analysis, and other
issues.

Since we are talking about
20-25 years for the rail system,
the state government can actu-
ally map out a corridor of high
density development area now
in order to sustain the rail sys-
tem in the future.

Q : GBI-1JM is of course
known for being pro-green
buildings. What about devel-
opers in general, are they
open to adopt the green build-
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ing requirements?

A: Developers are business-
men. The benefits of green
buildings can only be seen long
term. As a start, in order to
encourage more developers to
build more green projects, per-
haps more direct incentives
should be given to developers
for doing green projects, such
as direct rebate on using green
building materials, discount on
development charges, extra
density, etc. Also, incentives
can be given to house buyers
such as lower assessment rate
and utility tariffs. When more
house buyers are buying into
green projects, the developers
will be motivated to do more,
the value of green projects will
be enhanced, and we will see
more green projects in Penang!

Q : What do you think of the
Penang state government in
general? Are there good
things done? Do you have
suggestions for the state to

make it better?

A: Yes, Penang has improved
very much. We must applaud
the state government on the
greener and cleaner initiatives.
We can see the streets and pub-
lic toilets are cleaner now, the
greens/landscape at public ar-
eas are better maintained now.
The Penang Hill, Escape, Tech
Dome, are among the many
attractions that have brought in
visitors to Penang. I believe the
opening of SPICE next year
and the Penang Waterfront
Convention Centre (by 1JM)
that is to come will make Pen-
ang a destination for both lei-
sure and business.

Going forward, the state can
adopt a more consultative ap-
proach with the professional
bodies. All parties involved
must be sincere and open mind-
ed, so we can work together to
continuously formulate and
improve the policies and guide-
lines for the good future of
Penang.

Day to remember for bicycle lovers

SIMILAR to previous years, the eighth edition of the Campaign
For A Lane (CFAL) round-Penang island cycling event on Aug
28 was a great success with participation of nearly 4,000 cyclists
— and the majority were from outside the state!

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who flagged off the cyclists
at Youth Park on their 82-km journey, remarked on the con-
certed efforts of the state government in facilitating cyclists in
Penang that is very much in line in its aspiration in becoming a

green state in Malaysia.

“For an island like Penang which is so beautiful, we have
many cyclists on our roads. For that, the state government will
be having dedicated bicycle lanes from Teluk Bahang to the
second Penang bridge measuring a distance of 40 km,” Lim said.

According to the event organiser, G Club Penang Cyclists,
the total number of participants this year was capped at 3,700
cyclists compared to last year’s 4,300 due to safety concerns.

They also conveyed their appreciation to the event main
sponsor, Ideal Property Group, for pledging to sponsor the CFAL

for another two years.

Later, Lim launched the Bike Sharing System (BSS) within

the grounds of Youth Park.

Taking a cue from what other international cities such as
Melbourne, Amsterdam and Tokyo are doing, the BSS is an
initiative by the Penang Island City Council (MBPP) to enable
members of the public to commute from one point to another
via a public bike sharing system.

“Anyone can pick up a bike from any of the 25 stations and
return it to another station. It is as simple as a scan on the QR
Code to release the bicycle. These bikes serve as a short distance
transit vehicle to reduce the use of motor vehicles, avoid traffic
congestion and cutting down on environmental pollution,” Lim

said to members of the media.

Present at both events were MBPP councillor Joseph Ng,
Ideal Property executive chairman Datuk Alex Ooi and G Club
chairman Datuk Dr Lim Seh Guan.



Top scorer claims unfair treatment
l

Story by Amanda Khong
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

A STRAIGHT As’ STPM student was
denied his preferred university course
and given the 11th course choice out of
the 12 s filled up in his application.

Ong Zhan Ye, 21 from SM Impian
Bukit Mertajam, who obtained 4As for
his STPM last year, applied for a place
in local public universities to study ac-
countancy but was denied by all nine he
applied to and instead was offered to
study International Finance in Univer-
sity Malaysia Sabah (UMS), Labuan
Campus.

Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim Chee
Keong held a press conference on this
issue on Aug 25 at his service centre at
Taman Ciku.

“My ambition is to be a chartered
accountant and I’ve always studied hard
towards my dreams because I do not
come from a well-to-do family. I was
hoping to get into public universities
with my good grades. I'm really very
disappointed with this offer and I'm
honestly very lost right now,” said Ong.

Sept 1 - 15, 2016

Sim (right) expressing his disappointment during the press conference with

Ong.

Sim sent an email to the Ministry of
Higher Education and was told that
there was no way to appeal since Ong
was offered a course and also Sim was
told that Ong could try appealing di-

rectly to the university

When asked why Ong was rejected,
the answer given was there were other
merits to consider besides results and
that Ong placed 2,000 plus in line for
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admission based on those merits.

“Ong is a straight A student from the
Accounting stream and also he is very
active in sports and extra -curricular
activities. He is an all-round top elite
student. What other merits are there to
consider? Last year there were only 335
students in the whole country who
scored straight As so how is he placed
2,000 plus? This makes no sense,” Sim
said.

Sim added that it was unfair that Ong
could not get into the course that he
wanted when he is one of the 335
straight A students and urged the min-
istry to be transparent with the selection
criteria and additional merits for the
university selection process.

Sim also urged the ministry to create
a special unit to deal with the straight
As students especially when they should
be given priority to further their studies
in the courses that they want.

Ong added that he hoped to get a
Penang Future Foundation scholarship
so that he can continue his studies in a
private university in the event his appeal
to the public universities fails.

Legal aid offer for family of crane crash Vlctlm

IT was a solemn moment at the home
of Joice Chin Khoon Sing at Noordin
Street Ghaut Flat as friends and fam-
ily assembled to bid farewell to her.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng was
among those who came to pay their
final respects.

Joice, 24, was killed in a horrific
accident at Jalan Raja Chulan in
Kuala Lumpur on Aug 25.

Joice was on her way back from
work to meet her family for dinner
when a hook from a nearby construc-
tion crane weighing one tonne, de-
tached and crash onto her car, killing
her instantly as she was stuck in the
traffic jam.

Lim met the family members of the
deceased at the funeral wake to offer

the family his sincere condolences and
also RMS500 cash aid.

“It’s really unfortunate to see this
girl pass away at such a young age and
through such a freak accident. I have
a daughter myself so I personally know
how much pain the family is going
through right now,” said Lim.

Lim also told the family that they
can let him know if they need any help
in suing the company for negligence
and that the state can assist in finding
a lawyer if they need one.

“The company is completely and
utterly irresponsible and negligent in

handling this incident. They also
showed no regret in the incident that
happened by the way they approached
the family to apologise. The company
should be sued for acts of negligence,”
he added.

“Although they moved to Kuala
Lumpur a year ago, they’re still from
Penang so we would still like to offer
any help that we can. Things might be
different if it had happened in Penang
but since it happened in Kuala Lumpur,
all we can help is to find a good lawyer
for them if they need one and offer our
sincere condolences,” he said.

Joice’s parents, Chin Chee Weng,
58, and Yeoh Ang Hooi together with
her two brothers Chin Khoon Ying, 26
and Chin Khoon Feng, 11 expressed
their gratitude to Lim for his concern
and also his offer of assistance.

“The company was not sincere at all
in apologising and I’'m very disap-
pointed with them. We will have to
have a family meeting after the fu-
neral before deciding what to do
against the company but now we would
like to focus on my sister’s funeral
first,” said Khoon Ying.

Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh
also sent his heartfelt condolences and
released a press statement regarding
the incident.

“This is not the first time such an

Lim (left) offering his sincere condolences to Joice’s parents.

incident has occurred and it is feared
that without strict action against those
responsible, it will not be the last. The
position is further compounded by the
disappearance of the crane operator
who, it is understood, fled the scene
after the incident,” said Ramkarpal.

Ramkarpal hoped that the authori-
ties will take the necessary action
against others who may be responsible
for the possible negligence of the said
crane operator including his/her em-
ployers who would be vicariously li-
able as well.

“The possible offences may have
been committed under the Occupa-

tional Safety and Health Act, 1994 and
the Factories and Machinery Act,
1967. It is a cause for concern which
must be addressed forthwith. No
doubt, construction development is a
major part of any developing nation
but it must always be within the strict
confines of the law and never at the
expense of the safety of the public,”
added Ramkarpal.

He urged the police to investigate
the matter from all angles including
possible corruption behind the crane
operating after permitted hours and
the permitted zone as alleged in the
media.
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Financial aid for higher education

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

SOME 250 students from
schools in the North-East and
South-West Districts of Pen-
ang gathered at the Pesta
Ground, Sungai Nibong, on
Aug 27 to receive their higher
education aid of RM1,000
each.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng attended the event with
Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon and the
political secretary to the Chief
Minister, Wong Hon Wai.

The Institute of Higher
Education (IPTA) Fund, which
started in 2008, initially pro-
vided RM500 to eligible stu-
dents.

The amount was later raised
to RM1,000 from 2011 — mak-
ing it the highest state alloca-
tion to graduates in the country.

“Since this programme was
introduced in 2008, the Penang
state government has allocated
a total sum of RM 14,904,500
involving 15,498 students who
qualified to enter institutes of
higher education in the coun-
try,” Lim said in his speech.

Application for registration
to institutes of higher educa-
tion (IPT) will be from Sept 1
until Sept 30.

]

Some recipents showing their funds received at the function.

Qualified candidates who
fulfil all requirements can ap-
ply through http://bita.penang.
gov.my

Meanwhile, among the stu-
dents who received the educa-
tion aid at the ceremony were
Aslin Loh, 18.

“I will be continuing my
diploma studies in Tunku Ab-

dul Rahman College in Pen-
ang. The money we received
is good, very helpful. It will
help to pay my fees when I
start college,” she told Buletin
Mutiara.

Ong Wai Shen, 20, who
lives in Farlim, Air Itam, said
the RM1,000 aid will help him
to start his diploma studies in

Tunku Abdul Rahman College.

“It will ease my parents’
burden, when I begin my stud-
ies soon,” said Ong,

.For self-employed Sarja-
han Yusoff, 45, who came to
collect the money on behalf of
his son, Mohd Amir, 18, the
programme initiated by the
Penang state government was

a blessing.

“It will definitely help par-
ents whose children will con-
tinue their studies in colleges
and universities,” Yusoff, from
Farlim Air Itam said.

Mohd Amir will be continu-
ing his studies at Universiti
Teknologi Mara in Kuala
Lumpur.

Japanese Technology Weekends for Tech Dome VlSltors

TECH Dome Penang, in collaboration with the
Japanese Consul-General in Penang will be organ-
izing the Japanese Technology Weekends (JTW) over
two weekends (Sept 10 -12 and Sept 16 to 18) which
coincides with the school holidays here, and also
incidentally happen to be long weekends with public
holidays.

The event will be held from 10am - 6pm daily.

Supported by a number of locally-based Japanese
companies, namely Renesas, Canon, Toray, Sony and
Murata, the event will showcase interesting exhibits
for Tech Dome visitors, Deputy Consul-General of
Japan in Penang Hiroko Taniguchi said at a press
conference at Komtar on Aug 26.

Also present were Penang Tech Centre Berhad
general manager Richard Chung Choke Yin and
Canon Marketing Malaysia Sdn Bhd assistant sales
manager Loh Yang Lung.

Besides the exhibits by Japanese companies,
Toyohashi University of Technology (TUT) will
conduct two workshops on “How Magic Mirror
Works” and “Let’s Make Your Robots” during the
second weekend (with two sessions to be conducted

£

Taniguchi (ninth from left) and other guests coming together for a group photograph during the press

conference.

daily).

The sessions are for 9-12 year-olds and a 4-12 year
olds respectively and places are limited.

Taniguchi said to add colour to the Japanese Tech-
nology Weekends and the Mini Japan Fest, cosplay-

ers will be making periodic appearances in their at-
tractive and colourful costumes during the weekend
of Sept 10-12.

For further information on the Japanese Technol-
ogy Weekends, call 04-2626663.



Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng made a site visit
to SPICE (Subterranean Penang International
Conference and Exhibition Centre) on Aug 23 to
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view the progress of the project. “The work on
the hotel began in May 2016. Phase One which is
a 4-star business class hotel has 453 rooms and is
targetted to complete in 2019. Meanwhile, we have
plans for Phase 2 and in total, there will be more
than 800 rooms,” SP Setia general manager Ng
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Ng (left) briefing Lim (second

11 : from left) who is with Penang

. Island City Council (MBPP)

Building Control Director Ar.

Yew Tung Seang (third from

left) about the progress of
SPICE.

Han Seong (pix) said in his briefing to Lim.

Ng also reported that work on the convention
centre has reached 75% and they anticipate hold-
ing the first event at the end of next April.

He also revealed that SPICE has the biggest
solar farm in Malaysia.
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More than 140 buddy
bears at Esplanade!
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Story by Amanda Khong
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE bears are in town and you have until
Oct 30 to catch them at the Esplanade.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng offici-
ated the United Buddy Bear exhibition on
Aug 31 at Esplanade, Penang.

Also present were Lim’s wife, Betty
Chew Gek Cheng, Deputy Chief Minister
I Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon and German
Honorary Consul in Penang, Datuk Hans
Brenner.

The United Buddy Bear which symbol-
ises world tolerance, peace and harmony
will be on display for two months at Es-
planade from Aug 31 until Oct 30.
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“If you look at most countries, they live
in a homogeneous mono-ethnic society
unlike ours where we have always been
living in harmony among multi-cultural
societies. And we live peacefully together
with mutual respect,” said Lim.

The Germany-founded art bears
promote a united world and symbolise
the future vision of world peace by
standing “hand-in-hand” representing
its country’s citizens from different
culture and background, and not for
political systems.

The United Buddy Bears Penang is
organised by E-Plus Global Sdn Bhd and
supported by the Penang state government
with the cooperation of the Penang Island
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as they are over six feet Visitors love taking photos with the bears on display as they are col-

ourful and unique.

City Council (MBPP) and Penang Global
Tourism.

“The two controversial bears with the
Hadith writings on the behind have been
removed from the exhibition after we
received feedback from both the public
and also the state government. The writ-
ing is not on the butt of the bear but
rather under the arm but nevertheless,
we’ve removed,” said Naem Abidi,
senior production manager of E-Plus
Global when asked by the press about
the bear with the Hadith writings.

Lim also held a short press conference
on Sept 1 at The Top, Komtar to clarify
more regarding the bears.

“I fully support the actions taken by the

Penang proud of its women representation

PENANG Women'’s Development Cor-
poration (PWDC) together with Penang
Institute successfully held the national
conference on “Gender and Electoral
Reform: Making a Difference” which
was on Aug 26 and 27.

The conference, the first of its kind
in the country, brought together two
previously separate discourses into one
platform and focused on increasing the
number of capable women elected rep-
resentatives at various levels as well as
bring about a fairer and more inclusive
electoral system.

Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon was present at the con-

ference to officiate the event together
with Penang state exco member for
Women, Family and Community De-
velopment, Youth and Sports, Chong
Eng.

“In Penang, we believe that women’s
rights are human rights. Democracy is
hollow if women are not able to par-
ticipate meaningfully or if women’s
roles are restricted to only casting their
votes. Women should be represented in
political leadership, but not just in terms
of numbers,” said Rashid.

Rashid added that women should be
involved in political debates and deci-
sion-making which include providing

gender perspectives on so-called “hard
issues” as public governance, the
economy, corruption and so on.

Women'’s inclusion in political lead-
ership in Malaysia is at a dismal state
of only 13% of federal ministers, 10.8%
of parliamentarians, 21.9% of senators,
and only 11.5% of state assemblyper-
sons are women.

“Penang is proud but not complacent
to have women leading both its city and
municipal councils. Our state legal
advisers, secretary to the state legisla-
tive assembly, and many other senior
government leaders are also women,”
said Rashid.
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organisers but I don’t understand why
those two bears were brought into the
spotlight by the opposition now. They
have toured many countries and also been
to Malaysia previously but there was no
problem whatsoever until this time when
they come to Penang. I just hope that all
can visit the buddy bears that represent
tolerance, peace and harmony and the best
part of itis that it is free!” said Lim during
the press conference.

Lim added that there is no reason to
turn the buddy bears into a political issue
by turning this meaningful exhibition into
an extremist and religious issue because
there was no problem when it was on
display in Kuala Lumpur in 2011.

Penang is above the national average
for women’s representation in the state
legislative assembly with 15% and this
year, Penang increased the total per-
centage of women city and local coun-
cillors in both councils by 8%, resulting
in a total of 20% women in Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) and 12%
in Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP).

The key target outcome of the con-
ference was a set of conference recom-
mendations which will be taken up as
a practical advocacy tool to underscore
the changes needed at the local, state
and national levels.
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