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Penang has

confidence

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

THE confidence which Penang
enjoys from the business com-
munity cannot be more apparent
as Regus opened its third busi-
ness centre in the state at Menara
Boustead which is within the
George Town Central Business
District.

Regus, founded in 1989, is a
Belgian multinational corpora-
tion which provides global
workplaces in premier localities.

Services offered by its busi-
ness centres include fully
equipped serviced offices for
short or long term leases, vir-
tual offices at prestigious busi-
ness addresses in Malaysia,
meeting rooms with videocon-
ferencing facilities and a busi-
nessworld membership with
more than 3,000 Regus business
lounges and cafes across the
globe.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who officiated the opening
on Dec 7, remarked on the grow-
ing trend and needs of busi-
nesses in the digital era and how
Penang fits in to meet its de-
mands and challenges.

businesses

“The first two business cen-
tres of Regus — Regus Ideal
Bayan Lepas and Regus Gurney
Paragon — are already recording
average occupancy rate of 98%
to 99%. Its major tenants include
marquee names such as Swarovs-
ki, IBM, Agoda, Expedia, ATA
and CBRE. The demand for of-
fice space especially MSC status
buildings is increasing as Pen-
ang continues to attract more
investments and business expan-
sion,” he said.

“Flexible working is a rising
global trend to do business. With
Regus solutions easily available
in Penang, we hope the SMEs
and businesses in Penang can
leverage on flexible working
options to enhance growth, in-
crease productivity and attract
as well as retain talent,” added
Lim.

“With the encouraging per-
formance this year, the state
forecasts Penang will record a
GDP growth of at least 6% in
2017,” noted the chief minister,
adding that last year Penang
achieved a GDP growth of 5.6%.

Also present was Regus
Country Head of Malaysia, In-
donesia and Brunei, Vijayaku-
mar Tangarasan.
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Repairs on Sungai
Dondang bank,

Thean Teik bridge

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

STATE exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow on Nov 30
paid an inspection visit to the
riverbank of Sungai Dondang
located near the Bandar Baru
Air Itam mosque and SJK(C)
Chiao Nan where a project
concerning flood mitigation
and repair works on a damaged
infrastructure is currently be-
ing carried out.

The site was reportedly one
of the worst hit areas during
the Nov 4 & 5 flood which
resulted in the collapse of the
cliff where the Thean Teik
bridge is.

Furthermore, there is also an
alarming state of soil erosion
at the site which poses a danger
to commuters who use the
bridge.

“We are inspecting this site
to ascertain the damage due to
the floods. From our observa-
tion, indeed the bridge, the
riverbank and the cliff have
visible damage which endanger
the public. What’s more wor-
rying is the soil erosion which
could be made worse with more

273

Chow (second from right) inspecting the alarming condition of the Sungai Dondang Thean Teik bridge caused
by soil erosion with (from right) Addnan, Nortilawati and Wong.

rainfall and will affect the sta-
bility of the bridge,” Chow told
the media.

Accompanying Chow during
the site inspection were Air
Itam assemblymember Wong
Hon Wai who’s also political
secretary to the Chief Minister,
State Department of Irrigation

and Drainage (JPS) director
Mohd Azmin Hussin, JPS
Northeast district engineer
Nortilawati Osman and Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
Engineering Department direc-
tor Addnan Mohd Razali.
According to information
provided to the media, the

RM?200,000 project began on
Nov 13 and is expected to be
completed by Jan 13.

“Once the project is com-
pleted, the water flow of Sun-
gai Dondang would be smooth-
er and it will also put a stop to
the soil erosion currently tak-
ing place,” Nortilawati said.

1

Unit Pinjaman Penuntut,

NEGERI PULAU PINANG

Bahagian Khidmat Pengurusan dan Kewangan,
Pejabat Setiasusaha Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Finang

Mulai 1 Oktober 2017 hingga
31 Disember 2017

Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang menawarkan pengecualian faedah bagi
peminjam-peminjam yang bersetuju menyelesaikan keseluruhan baki
pinjaman atau tunggakan pinjaman secara sekaligus (Lump Sum).
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Move for
world-class

Botanical
Gardens

THE preservation of the Penang
Botanical Gardens and other loca-
tions identified and deemed fit to
become such a garden that is to be
managed under the incorporation
is of utmost importance.

In exco member Jagdeep Sin-
gh’s proposal speech and during the
debate at the recent state assembly
proceedings concerning the enact-
ment, he clearly stated that the state
government will ensure the preser-
vation of the gardens as its sole
objective.

“Besides that, this legislation
aims to enhance and improve not
only the Penang Botanical Gardens
as a whole, but in particular, the
management of the said gardens so
that it can strive towards inscription
by Unesco as a World Heritage
Site,” Jagdeed told a press confer-
ence at the Penang Botanical Gar-
dens on Nov 29.

Also present was curator for the
Penang Botanical Gardens Dr Saw
Leng Guan.

“It should be noted that the
legislation governing the Gardens
from 1923 to 2005, namely the
Penang Waterfall Gardens Enact-
ment 1923 (as amended in 2005
and 2010), in fact failed to compre-
hensively set out the parameters in
terms of preserving, protecting,
enhancing, upgrading and improv-
ing the said Gardens.

“This is a failure on the part of
the previous government, which
again this present Penang state
government will correct,” he add-
ed.

In relation to entrance fees, the
state government has the plan of
having greater products within the
Gardens, such as what’s being done
at the Singapore Gardens by the
Bay, namely the Flower Dome and
Cloud Forest, which require fees to
be paid but whereby they still do
not charge entrance fees for usage
of the gardens.

As a parting remark, Jagdeep
said he welcomed the views of
several civil society groups regard-
ing the recent approval of the
Penang State Park (Botanic) Cor-
poration Enactment 2017 at the
recently concluded Penang State
Assembly.

“The proposal for the Enact-
ment will be open for public review
by early next year, and we hope it
to be gazetted by the first quarter of
2018,” he added.
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Penang
Airport
upgrading
approved

IT will be a new-look Penang Inter-
national Airport (PIA) when up-
grading works, including increasing
its capacity nearly 100% from its
current annual passenger capacity
of 6.5 million passengers to 12 mil-
lion passengers, are completed.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
in a press statement on Nov 30,
revealed that he had received a writ-
ten reply from Transport Minister
Datuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai in Par-
liament that the federal government
in its presentation of Budget 2018
which took place on Oct 27 had
agreed to upgrade and expand the
PIA.

“Right now, we’re having dis-
cussions with Malaysia Airports
Holding Berhad (MAHB) on the
implementation of the PIA upgrad-
ing project and the costing which
has yet to be determined,” said Lim,
who’s also Bagan MP.

Earlier on, Lim had directed the
question to Liow in Parliament on
the approval status by the federal

government to upgrade and expand
the PIA.

The total number of passengers
handled by the PIA in 2016 had
exceeded its capacity of 6.5 million
while for this year, the total pas-
senger capacity is projected to ex-
ceed 7.1 million passengers.

Official records show that by
October this year, the number of
passengers handled by the PIA had
increased by 449,580 passengers
which amounted to 5,922,259 pas-
sengers compared with the corre-
sponding period in 2016 which
recorded 5472,679 passengers.

Other major airports in the coun-
try also recorded a growth of be-
tween 8.5% to 13.5% and the PIA
itself achieved a growth of 8.2%.

The chief minister had on previ-
ous occasions highlighted the issue
of the PIA in dire need of expansion
and upgrade due to exceeded
maximum passenger capacity and
he once likened the environment
inside the PIA to a night market.

December 1 —15, 2017

/\/\/\/’
. PEMBERITAHUAN L»
<‘ TEMUDUGA >

> TERBUKA
"&7 KOMPLEKS —
j,\_

MAJLIS PERBANDARAN SEBERANG PERAI

TEMPAT TEMUDUGA TERBUKA:
TEMUDUGA TERBUKA KOMPLEKS
BILIK MESYUARAT TINGKAT BAWAH
PEJABAT CAWANGAN MPSP
JALAN BETIK
14000 BUKIT MERTAJAM

18 DISEMBER 2017 (ISNIN)
WAKTU TEMUDUGA: (09.00 PG - 11.00 PG)

)
{MOHD FAIDROL smm:zu

-
Pengarah Pelesenan

b.p Setiausaha Perbandaran

Majlis Perbandaran Seberang Perai

Tarikh Disember 2017

= KADAR KADAR g7l KADAR
BiL. KOMPLEKS KOSONG SEWA BIL. KOMPLEKS JENIS JUALAN KOSONG SEWA BiL. KOMPLEKS KOSONG SEWA
JUALAN o = JUALAN el
MAKANAN TAMAN BERINGIN | MAKANAN DAN MAKGNAN
1. e DAN 3 168,00 1. JURU 2 168.00 DAN
ROBINA e MINUMAN 1 95.00
TAMAN | MINUMAN
SENTOSA, | _(BUMI)
2. | TAman TuN MAS:NAN n P 2 | TamaN SENTOSA | MAKANAN 5 144.00 1| "NBONG [Taranan
- | brAwanG TEBAL
MINUMAN DAN | -
TAMAN MAKANAN MINUMAN
3| LimeunGan DAN 1 144,00 JUMLAH KEKOSONGAN 7 (B/BUMI)
INDAH MINUMAN
MAKANAN MAKANAN p e
4. | xeuawa DAN 1 168.00 (BUMI
MINUMAN
MAKANAN BANDAR
5. KuaLA DAN 2 168.00 2 TASEK "fé\/;ﬁm;“ 3 24000
BEKAH MINUMAN MUTIARA
TAMAN MAKANAN
6. BUNGA DAN 1 60.00
RAYA MINUMAN PELBAGAI 7 240,00
7 [MIOSKSOON T kiosk 1 60.00 PPS MAKANAN
TAMAN DAN
3 9 00
BUKIT MINUMAN 2
JUMLAH KEKOSONGAN 16 PANCHOR
JUMLAH KEKOSONGAN 25

SILA BAWA BERSAMA ANDA SEMASA
MENGHADIRI TEMUDUGA TERBUKA:

a)  RAD PENGENALAN ASAL & 2 SALINAN

b} DUA (2) KEPING GAMBAR
BERUKURAN PASPORT

¢} RATEGORI OKU

RKAD OKU & 2 SALINAN FOTOSTAT

Syarat syarat:
Warganegara Malaysia
Berumur 18 tahun keatas

Berpakaian kemas & sopan

ENEE I VN

Menepati masa
5. Suamifisteri ditawarkan salu gerai sahaja

6. Bukan kakitangan awam

UNTUK KETERANGAN LANJUT
SILA HUBUNGI BAHAGIAN
UNIT PENJAJA:

®0:1—5497682 104-5497685

Buck up, MBPP tells
Bukit Kukus developer

Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

THE alarming conditions of the
drainage system at a construction
site in Paya Terubong prompted
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk Maimunah
Mohd Sharif to personally inspect
the area on Nov 22 with her offic-
ers.

Speaking to the press after al-
most an hour of viewing the site
at Bukit Kukus and making a
comparison with submitted plans
by the developer, the mayor
voiced her dissatisfaction with the
drainage system which is not up
to mark and urged the developer
to take the necessary remedial
steps on the cascading muddy
water from the construction site.

“I have instructed the devel-
oper to cover all exposed surfaces
of the hill-slope where construc-
tion work has been completed and
to add two additional water reten-
tion ponds for filtering purposes,
thus making the total number of
such detention ponds to five,” she
said.

“The developer, moreover, has
been told to make sure the water
filtering system is more efficient
using check dams and layers of
geotextiles to sieve the muddy
water and for more frequent main-
tenance work for the existing
detention ponds,” she added.

Maimunah was accompanied
by MBPP Engineering Depart-
ment director Addnan Mohd
Razali and his deputy A. Rajen-
dran.

%] ! -

Maimunah is adamant that the developer must comply with the council directives to buck up on its drainage

system in order to minimise pollution.

In view of the severity of the
flow of muddy water, Maimunah
also added that periodic inspec-
tions would be carried out from
time to time to keep the devel-
oper in check.

“The council will not hesitate

to take stern action such as the
issuance of a Stop Work Notice if
the flow of muddy water were to
continue at this site. The council
wants the water from the con-
struction site which flows into the
drainage system to be within ac-

ceptable limits and not at its cur-
rent brownish state similar to
‘coffee with milk’,” she added.

A follow up inspection would
be carried out on Dec 14 to make
sure the developer complied with
the directives of the MBPP.
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Politics behind transfer of Tamil
school head, Ramasamy says

By Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE transfer of SJK(T) Mak Mandin
headmistress V. Tamilchelvi to another
school by the State Education Depart-
ment (JPN) after a visit by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng has irked the Board of
Governors (BoG) of the school.

SJK(T) BoG chairman Datuk Seri R.
Arunasalam, at a joint press conference
with Deputy Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy on Nov 23, praised Tamilchel-
vi as a good and efficient headmistress
and questioned her transfer which was
made after Lim’s visit.

“The chief minister visited the school
not only as the head of the Penang state
government but also as the MP for Bagan.
The school is located in his constituency.
Within a period of one year, Tamilselvi

b |
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Ramasamy (right) and Arunasalam are both irked that a dutiful school headmistress alleg-

edly fell prey to political victimisation.

has been transferred twice. Earlier, she
was transferred from SRJK(T) Bukit Mer-
tajam to SRJK(T) Mak Mandin. This was
due to the visit by the Deputy Chief Min-
ister II. He visited the school to ascertain

the problems posed by the construction of
a multi-storey complex adjacent to the
school,” Arunasalam, who’s also a well-
known philanthropist and business figure,
said at the press conference.

“Just three days after the visit by the
chief minister, the headmistress was
transferred elsewhere. How can this be?
This is wrong! I'm disappointed that
the state Education Department did not
make an attempt to consult the Board
of Governors before making the trans-
fer. We’re aware that Deputy Education
Minister P. Kamalanathan justified her
transfer on the grounds of routine ad-
ministrative reasons but just within
three days of the chief minister’s visit?
We want her to be reinstated,” he
added.

“Why do you need to transfer a head-
mistress who’s good and a hardworking
person within a span of one year? I can
only conclude it’s political victimisa-
tion. So anybody who brings in the CM
or myself (to the school) is marked by
JPN,” noted Ramasamy.
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CHARITY CHRISTMAS PARTY

FAMILY Hope Welfare Association’s charity Christmas party is on
Dec 9 from 4pm to 8pm at Penang Caring Society Complex. The
event aims to present single parents and the disabled with vouchers
and hampers, and also give school uniforms to needy kids. Donations
welcome. Details, call Timothy (016-4967130), Peter (013-4845522)
or Agnes 017-4799024)

BOOK DONATION

CONTRIBUTE to the Read Love Share Charity Bookcase to support
local orphanages and schools. Customers can donate books for them
at Populat Mega Bookfair in Straits Quay Convention Centre until
Dec 10. Donors get RM10 Popular voucher for every 10 books do-
nated. For details, call 010-2502482 (Yee).

COUNSELLING

HELP4u provides confidential and free email counselling for youths.
Visit www.help4u.org.my or call 04-2273384 (1.30pm to 5.30pm on
weekdays).

WCC SERVICES

THE Women’s Centre for Change (WCC) at 241, Burmah Road
provides free counselling and shelter for women in crisis. Details,
email weepenang.org or call 04-2280342.

WELLNESS CENTRE

CLASSES are conducted daily (except Sundays) from 9.30am to
12pm in English and Chinese with easy to understand lessons at
B-01-05, Setia Triangle, Pesiaran Kelicap, Bayan Lepas. For enquir-
ies and details, contact Annie Lim (012-4368250) or email limhueyji-
uen@gmail.com

YWCA ROOM VACANCIES

YOUNG Women’s Christian Association (Jalan Masjid Negeri) has
newly-refurbished spacious rooms with attached bathrooms for rent.
For enquiries and details, call 04-828155 between 9.00am -5pm (week
days) and 9am — 1pm (Saturdays).

Chong Eng (at the rostrum) participating in the question-and-answer session with the operators at the pro-

gramme.

Child care centres, nursing
homes urged to register

EXCO for Youth and Sport, Wom-
en, Family & Community Devel-
opment Chong Eng, who attended
the “Jom Daftar Taska & Pusat
Jagaan” programme on Nov 30 at
the Kompleks Masyarakat Penyay-
ang (for those centres on the is-
land) urged child care centres and
nursing homes to get their services
registered at the Social Welfare
Department (JKM).

“The state government together
with Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) has taken some initiatives
to assist the nursing homes and
child care centres pertaining to the
registration of their centres.

“A discount of 90% of the fees
concerning ‘building change of
view’ is offered to the operators by
the state government to enable
them to come forward and register
their services at the JKM,” said
Chong Eng at the programme.

A grace period of one year (Sept
15,2017 — Sept 14 2018) is given
for those who have been operating
before Sept 15, while those who
have been operating from Sept 16
onwards have to adhere to the
guidelines set earlier.

“The 90% discount is only for
those applicants who have not set-
tled the ‘infrastructure develop-

ment’ fee while applicants who
have already made the payments
(infrastructure development fee),
no refund will be made.

“Hence, all the operators are
urged to take up the offer to get
their centres registered for their
own benefit, such as in terms of
security and welfare of the people
who seek their services,” she
added.

According to statistics by JKM,
in Penang a total of 93 nursing
homes are registered, 88 are not
registered whereas 142 child care
centres are registered and 21 are
not.



Harrlston Chocolate’s message of love,

inspiration

Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

AS part of its corporate social
responsibility to alleviate the
flood woes suffered by Penan-
gites, Malaysia’s chocolate-
making family — Harriston Choc-
olate — launched its “For Penang
with Love”” fund-raising cam-
paign for the duration of Nov 10
until 15 which managed to raise
RM31,000 for the state govern-
ment’s flood relief fund.

Representing the state govern-
ment to receive the cheque on
Nov 30 at the company’s prem-
ises, Harriston Signature at Jalan
Kelawei, was exco member for
Local Government, Traffic Man-
agement and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow.

“Thousands of people and
businesses were affected by the
floods and we take comfort that
help and assistance came from all

parts of the country. Without such
assistance, it would be another
disaster (for the state) after the
flood,” said Chow.

Also present were Harriston
Chocolate managing director
Teng Sze Choong and executive
director Queenie Teng Wei Wei.

According to Wei Wei, the
company was greatly saddened
by the sufferings and devastation
brought to the state by the floods
and therefore, came up with the
‘For Penang with Love’ fundrais-
ing campaign to aid the flood
victims. The company adopted
the approach of introducing ac-
tivities which used chocolate to
experience, express and spread
love as well as enlightenment and
at the same time, to give back to
the general public.

Other programmes during the
event included the ‘Say Love
with Chocolate’ DIY Chocolate

Chow (third from left) with Sze Choong and Wei Wei observing the children from Penang Shan Children’s Home
having fun during the DIY Chocolate Workshop session.

Workshop which brought great
joy and laughter to the children
of Penang Shan Children’s Home
as they tried their hands at per-

sonalising their own chocolates
and a simple ceremony to mark
Harriston Chocolate’s contribu-
tion of an undisclosed sum to

MPSP signs corruption-free pledge

THE Seberang Perai Munici-
pal Council (MPSP) joined
the list of those taking up the
“Ikrar Bebas Rasuah” (IBR)
pr corruption-free pledge in
conjunction with Integrity
Day on Nov 17.

According to MPSP chief
Datuk Rozali Mohamud, in-
tegrity revolves around de-
veloping good ethics as well
as strengthening it and doing
the right thing.

“Integrity speaks about a
set of good conduct portrayed
by the employees and the
ability to practise honesty and
to be reliable at work.

“In relation to that, MPSP
will be emphasising on the
aspect of inclusiveness which
is the main objective of the
Seberang Perai Strategic Plan
2018-2022,” said Rozali at
the event.

Some 770 officers from the
local authority took part in
the pledging ceremony held
at the MPSP office in Bukit
Mertajam.

Satet Secretary Datuk Seri
Farizan Darus in his speech
at the ceremony said that Se-
berang Perai is the future of

employee Kenji who’s a barista
in its cafe. His home was badly
affected during the Nov 4 & 5
flood.

Rozali in a group picture with the MPSP team at the IBR pledging ceremony.

Penang and it is the collec-
tive responsibility of all the
MPSP staff to bring it to reali-
sation.

“Integrity does not only in-
volve issues concerning bribes
but other aspects as well.

“MPSP’s ‘anti-bribery’
management system would
bring about benefit to the lo-
cal authority as it would ini-
tiate the MPSP community to
embrace integrity when car-
rying out their respective

duties.

“This will also enhance the
reputation of MPSP as well
as the moral of the staff who
can bring changes to the com-
munity in Seberang Perai as
a whole,” said Farizan.

The IBR pledge was led by
the MPSP secretary Rosnani
Mahmod and witnessed by
the Penang Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission
(MACC) director Datuk Abd
Aziz Aban.



Joining hands in feeding the poor

By Victor Seow
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

A MEMORANDUM of Under-
standing (MoU) has been
reached between Mutiara Food
Bank and Food Aid Foundation
(FAF) to help the poor and
needy in the state.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng commended the coopera-
tion and understanding forged
between the organisations in
providing direct house-to-
house assistance in the form of
foodstuff which is another new
initiative by the state govern-
ment.

“The state government is
ever ready to pioneer state
policies with an emphasis on
social welfare so that the peo-
ple will reap direct benefits
and not be marginalised. It
remains the intention of the
state government to share its
wealth and success with the
people from all walks of life,”

said Lim at the MoU signing
ceremony which took place on
Nov 20.

State Secretary Datuk Seri
Farizan Darus signed the MoU
on behalf of Mutiara Food
Bank while FAF was repre-
sented by its founder Rick
Chee.

Also present were exco
member for Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment Phee
Boon Poh, the chief minister’s
strategic adviser Datuk Saifud-
din Nasution Ismail, Penang
Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP) CEO Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa, FAF director of op-
erations Hayati Ismail and
Penang Chefs Association
(PCA) president Audee Chia.

Saifuddin, who heads the
Mutiara Food Bank, revealed
that as many as 7,000 people
in 10 constituencies in the state
have benefited from the efforts
of Mutiara Food Bank since it
began operations in May this
year.

The MoU between Mutiara Food Bank and Food Aid Foundation as witnessed by Lim (middle) is a giant step
in ensuring adequate food supply for the needy.

“These 7,000 recipients of
foodstuff from the Mutiara
Food Bank are from 10 con-
stituencies in the state chosen
for our pilot project. Six con-

stituencies are in Seberang
Perai while the remaining four
are from the island,” he said.
“Each family will receive
supplies from the food bank at

least twice a week. This is to
lessen their burden so that they
can have more disposable in-
come on hand,” added Saifud-
din.
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Penang contributes RM100,000
to ease Kelantan flood woes

THE state government will be contributing
RM100,000 to ease the flood woes in Kelantan.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng, who made the
announcement on Nov 29, said that RM50,000
would be given directly to the Kelantan state govern-
ment while the balance RM50,000 would be given
to Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) in
Kelantan who are providing assistance to the flood
victims.

Speaking to the media, the chief minister also
expressed his sympathy and best wishes to the
people of Kelantan.

“Let us all pray that the weather will not get any
worse. And for a state which just experienced its
worst natural calamity recently, my wish is for the
people of Kelantan to be strong and patient,” said
Lim.

“As a mark of our concern for Kelantan in its
current trying times, the state government of Penang
is contributing a total of RM 100,000 to help Kelan-
tan in which RM50,000 will be given directly to the
Kelantan state government and another RM50,000
for the NGOs which are helping out to ease the flood
woes there,” he added.

Recognition for going green

AT the Green Penang Awards held on Nov
22, Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng lauded the
winners of Penang Green School Award,
Penang Green Journalism, STEP By Step
Project and the 48 government and private
offices that are certified as Penang Green Of-
fice this year.

“We hope that all government offices under
the state and local governments will be certi-
fied by the end of 2018.

“This evening we are also presenting the
Penang Environmental Sustainability and
Penang Environmental Stewardship Award,”
he said when officiating the Green Penang
Awards Gala function.

“These two awards pay tribute to organisa-

tions and individuals for their significant com-
mitment, dedication and leadership to impro-
vise and conserve the environment.”

“Currently we are at the stage of conducting
Penang Green Agenda Stakeholder Consulta-
tion Public Survey which is a crucial point in
the PGA process. We care about your opinions
in formulating the future agenda,” the Chief
Minister said.

“The state government has also asked Pen-
ang Green Council (PGC) to study how to
harness the data from foreign meteorological
departments so that we can issue flood warn-
ings earlier,” he added.

Also present was PGC general manager
Thing Siew Shuen.
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Treasuring the
Peranakan

community

THE Baba and Nyonya culture
is such a unique blend of the
Malay and Chinese culture, a
culture that is so vibrant which
has an essence of the nostalgic
era which exhibits a vibrant
energy.

This colourful culture, fur-
thermore, is filled with an as-
sortment of colours which at-
tracts everyone regardless of
age or race.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng officiated the 30th Inter-
national Baba & Nyonya con-
ference at The Top Banquet
Hall on Nov 26.

“On behalf of the Penang
state government, I would like
welcome all the Babas and
Nyonyas from across the globe
to this conference.

“The Peranakan community
has impacted the economic
growth and the ‘community

building’ in Malaysia as whole.

“Penang is an ideal place to
showcase the contributions of
the local Peranakan commu-
nity such as the Peranakan
delicacies, dishes and the Per-
anakan Museum,” Lim said.

Delegates from Australia,
Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand
as well as Malaysia partici-
pated in this conference.

“I hope that the legacy of the
Baba and Nyonya will be con-
tinued by the younger genera-
tions,” added Lim.

An exhibition of the Baba
and Nyonya culture was also
held at the conference with the
display of their traditional
wear, souvenirs, and books.

Earlier, “wedding tea cere-
mony” was held as part of the
programme to introduce the
Peranakan culture.

Datuk Tan Gin Soon, presi-

(Seated, from left) Tan and Lim
posing for a group photograph
during the ‘wedding tea
ceremony’.

dent of Penang State Chinese
Association, extended his ap-
preciation to the Chief Minis-
ter for his continuous support
towards the Peranakan com-
munity.
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Jangan baca sahaja, BERTINDAK SEGERA!

* Luangkan 10 minit setiap hujung minggu,
cari dan musnahkan tempat pembiakan nyamuk Aedes
* Jika demam, dapatkan rawatan segera
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Beh (left) and Dr Afif showing the live chat feature on the Doctor2U mobile
application.

Live chat feature

on Doctor2U
mobile application

Story by Alissala Thian

THE Penang state government on Nov 28
announced its partnership with Doctor2U
to provide on-demand healthcare services
for Penangites.

A memorandum of understanding
(MoU) to formalise this partnership was
signed between Doctor2U chief executive
officer Garvy Beh and Dr Afif Bahardin,
who represented the state government, at
a function in Komtar.

Also present were Doctor2U legal head
and business development officer Kelly
Chung and BP Healthcare Group chief
executive officer (northern region) Jesline
Ang Jia Hui.

Since its inception in October 2015,
Doctor2U has attracted over 350,000 users
and earned many accolades worldwide.

Its core services include the Doctor
Home Visit, Video Consultation, Live
Chat, Electronic Medical Health Records,
Ambulance and E-Commerce platform.

Doctor2U is committed to democratis-
ing modern healthcare delivery by making
healthcare services more accessible and
affordable through technology.

Dr Afif, who is the exco for Agriculture
and Agro-Based Industry, Health and
Rural Development, said the products of

the partnership would include the live chat
feature on the Doctor2U mobile applica-
tion which will be provided for free to all
Penang residents.

“Available 24/7, this feature will allow
Penangites to chat with a duly qualified
healthcare professional, be it a doctor,
pharmacist, nutritionist or psychiatrist, in
the comfort and privacy of their homes.

“Patients will no longer have to rely on
Google to look up their medical concerns
and can now turn to a fully trained and
qualified healthcare professional for
help,” he added.

He said this collaboration with Doc-
tor2U will also see Penangites receiving
exclusive discounts on services on the
Doctor2U mobile application.

“These discounts are to be obtained
through promo codes available only to
residents of Penang.

“The codes are slated to roll out in the
coming weeks, with even more exciting
offers planned down the line.”

Doctor2U has over 3,500 active daily
users on its Doctor2U mobile application.

What had initially started out as an
internal technology arm to serve the needs
of the BP Healthcare Group has quickly
developed into a comprehensive e-Health
ecosystem to meet the needs of the Ma-
laysian community.
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Tempat Pembiakan
Nyamuk Aedes

Di Dalam Rumah:
# Bekas jambangan bunga (vase)
# Kolam (kelahd mandi
# Dulang takungan air peti sejuk
% Tangki simpanan alr
% Lain-laln bekas menylmpan akr

i Luar R hi:
% Tayar buruk
W Plastik yang boleh menakung air, tin-tin
minuman dan bekas makanan polisterin
% Bolol atau gelas pecah yang boleh
menakung air
#® Palong hujan (roof gutfer)

% Tempurung, hulit kake, tanggul pokok pisang, buluh
atau daun kelad|

Cegah Pembiakan
Nyamuk Aedes

* Pastikan semua bekas yang boleh menakung air
dibuang dengan betul
# Tulup semua bekas menyimpan air, atau
= masukkan bahan pembunuh jentik-jentik (femephos]
mengikul sukatan yang disyorkan pada label, atau
- fular alr dan sental bekas menyimpan air sehingga
bersih, seminggu sakali
#® Tukar air dan bersihkan bekas bunga setiap minggu
¥ Cuci dan sental hingga bersih piring alas pasu bunga
untuk menghapuskan telur nyamuk Aedes setiap
minggu
% Peviksa palong hujan (roof gutiter] seminggu sekali dan
pastikan air tidak bertakung
¥ Hapuskan nyamuk Aedes dewasa dengan
menggunakan semburan racun serangea (asmsol]
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Hobbies pay off in close encounter

with CM

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Darwina Mohd
Daud

IT was definitely a rewarding
moment for Ong Joe Shin, 14,
as he shared the stories behind
his collection of stamps and
coins with Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng on Nov 28.

Joe Shin, or Jonathan as he
prefers to be called, sent the
Chief Minister an email profess-
ing his admiration for Lim and
his hope of showing his collec-
tion of stamps and coins to him.

Describing himself as a nu-
mismatist and an ardent collec-
tor of stamps, banknotes, an-
tiques, postcards as well as let-
ters and items of celebrities and
politicians, the glow on Jona-
than’s face was obvious as he sat
opposite and talked with his
idol, the chief minister.

“It is very rare for a young
man like Jonathan who’s still
indulging in such hobbies which
is reminiscent of my childhood.
If I were to tell my children, they
would have said it’s the past
time of older people,” Lim said
of Jonathan, who’s a student at
SMIK Jit Sin.

“I feel very proud when you
have a young 14-year-old who
can write good English and who
has such a healthy habit and
hobby. I see a very bright future
for Penang. And it gives us hope
that many young as well as el-
derly people in Penang will have
a bright future here. That’s why
I decided to see him. To see the
person who can write well in
English and indeed the young
man is adorable and talented,”
he added.

Jonathan, on his part, is a
great admirer of Lim and ex-

Lim (left) totally engrossed in perusing Jonathan’s stamp collection with the latter explaining his efforts in

obtaining them.

pressed his wish of following in
the latter’s footsteps into public
service.

The young man was accom-

panied by his parents, grandfa-

ther and younger sister during

his 30-minute meeting with Lim.

His mother also disclosed that

her son had a sleepless night
when he received an email reply
from his idol and a meeting was
arranged to be held at Komtar.

Literary arts blooms freely in Penang

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Alissala Thian

OVER the course of six years,
the George Town Literary Festi-
val (GTLF) has hosted more than
200 writers, performers and po-
ets from around the world.

The festival continues to draw
visitors and literary arts enthusi-
asts to Penang, besides putting
the state and the festival on the
world map.

In March this year, GTLF was
shortlisted by the London Book
Fair for its International Excel-
lence Awards 2017.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
said the world-class festival en-
couraged discourse from the
public.

“It is possible in Penang be-
cause of the state government’s
commitment to champion arts,
culture, literature and commu-
nity engagement.

“Penang has always been a
cultural melting pot. We have
always taken pride that the GTLF
is the only literary festival in the
country that is funded by and
supported by a state govern-
ment,” he said during his speech
at the GTLF 2017 opening cer-

~

ang in Jalan Phee Choon.

emony at the Majestic Theatre
Penang in Jalan Phee Choon on
Nov 24.

Lim said the state welcomes
not only freedom of expression,
but also freedom after expres-
sion.

—_ —

Guests enjoying a stae performanc-e during the GTLF 2017 opening ceremony at the Majestic Theatre Pen-

He also stressed the impor-
tance of respecting the beliefs of
others.

The Penang Convention &
Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) was
the producer of the GTLF for the
second year.

-

Among those present were
The Netherlands ambassador to
Malaysia Karin Mossenlechner,
GTLF festival director Bernice
Chauly, Petaling Jaya Utara MP
and PCEB director Tony Pua,
PCEB chief executive officer

Ashwin Gunasekeran, Penang
Global Tourism chief executive
officer Ooi Chok Yan, Goethe-
Institut Malaysia director Rolf
Stehle, The Japan Foundation KL
director Koichi Horikawa, Brit-
ish Council Malaysia director
Sarah Deverall, and Penang In-
stitute executive director Datuk
Dr Ooi Kee Beng.

The seventh edition of the
GLTF, themed “Monsters and
(Im)mortals”, was held from Nov
24 to Nov 26.

Guests, writers, performers
and partners from Australia,
Belgium, Cambodia, Canada,
Germany, Hong Kong, Iceland,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
Myanmar, the Netherlands, Sin-
gapore, Taiwan, Turkey, the
Philippines, the United Kingdom
and the United States took part
in the festival.

Among the many programmes
lined up were book launches,
workshops, readings, perfor-
mances, conversations, poetry,
translators’ roundtable and spe-
cial events.

Programmes were held at dif-
ferent venues around the historic
Unesco World Heritage Site of
George Town.
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Invest In the future,
governments tolgi

Story by Christopher Tan

DEVELOPMENT can only be
sustainable when both women
and men contribute to the econ-
omy, state Youth ad Sports,
Women, Family and Community
Development Committee chair-
man Chong Eng said.

“One cannot be ‘keeping 50%
of the women at home’ and hope
to achieve a developed state.

“We need women to contribute
to the economy. We need them
(women) to be at the workplace,
just like we need men to work.

“Then the question arises, how
about the children? Who will care
for them?

“Both the federal government
and the state must step in to share
childcare responsibilities with the
parents,” she said in her speech
before opening the Women Em-

powerment Seminar at Komtar
on Dec 3.

Chong Eng said children are
the country’s future talent.

“Children are the leaders of
the future. Taking care of them is
investing in the future,” she
added.

She highlighted the Penang
government’s effort in recognis-
ing the contribution of working
mothers.

“We are the first state to rec-
ognise the contribution of work-
ing mothers to our economy.

“The Penang government has
allocated a special incentive of
RM15mil in 2018, where all
working mothers up to age 60
with children under six-years-old
will receive RM300 cash incen-
tive a year,” she said.

She also spoke on gender
equality, the roles of both hus-

-

Chong Eng (centre), Ong (seventh from left) and the VIPs taking a group photo after the opening
ceremony of the Women Empowerment Seminar in Komtar.

band and wife.

Organising chairman Kalpana
Naidu spoke on the struggles of
women working in estates.

The event was organised by
Persatuan Kebajikan Asas Pulau

Pinang (PKAPP), in collabora-
tion with I To I (i2i) Training and
Consultancy and Lifestyle Devel-
opment Organisation.

About 200 participants took
part in the seminar.

Also present were Batu Kawan
MP Kasthuriraani Patto, PKAPP
founder and president Alagesan
Ayaru and Penang Women’s De-
velopment Corporation chief
executive officer Ong Bee Leng.

Immersive, interactive Ji
exhibit in Tech

Pix by Alissala Thian [ §

PENANG leads again, this &
time with the first immer-
sive and interactive ex- |
hibit at Tech Dome Pen-
ang.

Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said the public
display is believed to be
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TECH DOME PENANG

© INEFIRING THE FUTURE

the first exhibit in the Asia-
Pacific region.

The immersive and in-

teractive exhibit is a public
display by Immersive In-

Immersive space system inventor Chris Porter demonstrating
how the system works at Tech Dome Penang.

GALLERY

COMING TO
TECH DOMEPENANG (@ KOMTAR
Q2, 2018

teractive, the United King-

dom’s leading provider of

immersive spaces, in partnership with its
Malaysian agent Insan Saintifik.

“Tech Dome Penang is grateful to be
chosen by Immersive Interactive and also
Insan Saintifik to have its first unit in Asia
installed here.

“Visitors will get to experience this very
special immersive and interactive space
exhibit and explore its capabilities only at
Tech Dome Penang,” Lim told a press
conference at Tech Dome Penang on Nov
28.

Immersive space is a technology that
utilises multiple projectors and laser sen-
sors to create multi-sensory environments
whether real or fictional in space occupied

by observers.

The technology allows a space to be
transformed into an interactive and engag-
ing space for learning and training pur-
poses.

Lim said about 70 of this system have
been installed in the United Kingdom.

“The system is used in schools, special
education, and to provide training for
hospital, emergency and security person-
nel,” he added.

Penang Tech Centre Berhad chief ex-
ecutive officer Dr Khong Yoon Loong
thanked Immersive Interactive, Insan
Saintifik and those who have helped in
introducing the technology to Tech Dome
Penang.
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