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What was once an abandoned project covered in bushes and moss (left), Majestic Heights is looking majestic again.

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

IT takes a lot for a man to shed
tears in front of media cameras.

Therefore, media personnel
were taken by surprise when an
unidentified man hugged Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng and cried
after his 22-year wait for a home
finally ended on Jan 21.

The event was the culmination
of the state government’s promise
to 370 home owners of the
Majestic Heights Phase 2A that
was abandoned in the 1990s.

Present with the Chief Minister
at the keys handover ceremony at
the site were exco member for
Housing and Town & Country
Planning Jagdeep Singh, exco
member for Works, Utilities and

Transportation Lim Hock Seng,
Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal
Singh, assemblymembers Yeoh
Soon Hin (Paya Terubong) and
Wong Hon Wai (Air Itam) and
others.

“The Penang state government
is proud to succeed in the revival
and rehabilitation of such
abandoned and failed projects left
over to us by the previous state
government,” Lim said in his
speech.

“We congratulate the white
knight developer, PLB Land
Sdn. Bhd, and also the exco for
Housing, YB Jagdeep Singh
Deo for facilitating this project
since 2013, which resulted in the
Certificate of Completion and
Compliance (CCC) finally being
issued on Jan 18,2017,” he said.

The discussions among the

state government, white knight
developer and purchasers also
saw PLB Land agreeing to the
state government’s request that
the contribution by the purchasers
to the white knight developer
be reduced from RM45,000 to
RM10,000.

It should also be noted that the
Penang state government through
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) has commenced the
construction work for the RM275
million Bukit Kukus paired
road since January 2016 and it
is expected to be completed in
January 2019.

Parts of the paired road will
also have to be constructed by
PLB Land.

“This white knight developer
will also be building some 6,887
units of affordable housing in

remaining phases of their land
here in Paya Terubong,” Jagdeep
said.

“The hardship the purchasers
have endured must not be
discounted. That is why the state
government worked to revive it.
After a long and harrowing wait,
these 370 home owners can now
breathe a sigh of relief,” he added.

Jagdeep announced that work
is going on to ensure that Penang
becomes an abandoned-project
free state.

“The Pakatan state government
has fulfilled its promise because
of our CAT governance of
competency, accountability
and transparency. The state
government has also delivered
by saving a failed project under
Barisan Nasional (BN) and
turning it into a successful one.

stic promise delivered

The unidentified man shedding
tears and hugging the Chief Min-
ister.

Just like Komtar, PISA and
Penang Hill, the state government
will work to turn around a failed

BN project to a successful
people’s project. Delivered as
promised!” Guan Eng said.



Pix by Alissala Thian

FINALLY, the much awaited interna-
tional convention and exhibition
centre SPICE is almost ready to open
its doors.

Exco member for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Managment and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow carried
out his yearly tour to monitor the
progress of the project on Jan 23.

He was accompanied by Mayor of
Penang island Datuk Patahiyah Ismail
and Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) secretary Yew Tung Seang.

They were welcomed by general
manager (Property) of SP Setia Bhd
Group Ng Han Seong.

The SPICE project is built on

MBPP land in Bayan Baru and the
RM350 million project is by SP Setia.
SPICE is expected to be ready by

end of February and is ready to host it |

first event on March 4 and 6 with
2,000 people.

However the grand opening is
scheduled sometime in May or Jun
this year.

The grand ballroom is going to be the Iargest and will host
many international events.
opened.

The Universal Design playground has facilities for the disabled.
Chow (right), Patahiyah (second from right) and Yew (left) showing
members of the media a swing where those on wheelchairs can
get on it.

A 7-acre rooftop garden with green grass, jogging path and a '
Universal Design playground awaits the people when Spice is
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Lim is surrounded by members of the media at the work site.

Federal govt project
cause of traffic jam

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by MBPP

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng who was
at Lebuh Relau with assemblymember
Yeoh Soon Hin on Jan 19 said the state
is concerned and aware of the hardship
faced by road users who suffer traffic
jams daily.

“People are scolding the
assemblymember and MBPP (Penang
Island City Council). Unfortunately,
the work being carried out is a federal
project. Unlike Vale of Tempe road
repairs, the state has no control over the
contractor. We do not know why the
project is delayed. Please don’t ask us for
a deadline,” Lim said.

“The traffic jam has nothing to do

Fishermen
grateful for new
ne

ts

A TOTAL of 151 fishermen
in Teluk Bahang on Jan 19
received free fishing nets from
the Penang state government
though the area’s coordinating
officer, Halil Sabri Hamid, and
also former Penang legislative
speaker Datuk Abdul Halim

Hussain.

Abdul Halim is currently
holding the post of Deputy Chief
of the Penang Islamic Council.

The fishermen of all races
were happy to receive help as
they will save some money from
buying their own nets.

with the Relau Sports Complex (RSC).
This RSC is not the cause. If the people
want to express their anger, please
convey your grievance to the contractor.
The people requested for traffic police
assistance but that is also beyond our
control,” he added.

However, Lim assured that the state
will ask the traffic police to help control
traffic.

“It looks like the people have to suffer
jams for another six months,” he said.

The next day, Lim said: “T will write to
Datuk Seri Panglima Maximus Ongkili
who is the Minister of Energy, Green
Technology and Water (KeTTHA) to
reduce the project period at Relau from
six months to three months.”

“The sewage project is JPP (Jabatan
Perkhidmatan Pembetungan) which

KEPADAN,
FAN KA
ELLUE:

is under the federal government. This
RMI161 million project is approved by
the federal government and Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) did not
know because the road involved is under
JKR jurisdiction,” Lim said.

“We did not object to this project for
the public. However, in future, we hope
they will contact the MBPP so that we
can reduce traffic congestion. I was told
that MBPP only came to know about
it when work had already begun,” Lim
said.

“MBPP sent its enforcement officers
to control the traffic but they feel the
situation is better. Anyhow, I have
ordered MBPP enforcement to continue
manning the traffic to reduce congestion.
At the same time we will ask the police
to help.”

Usha crying while
relating the loss of
her husband and
how her children
cope with the ab-
sence of their fa-
ther.

Caring for
familigs of
victims

AMIDST tears, widow S. Usha, 43, related how her
young daughter is not aware that her father is gone.

“She will ask to speak to her ‘appa’ and I have
no choice but to play back recordings of her father’s
voice on the phone. What else can I do?” cried the
nurse who has four children.

Major C. Kayamboo, 45, perished in the air crash
when the Royal Malaysian Air Force (TUDM) air-
craft crashed in Butterworth on Dec 21, 2016.

His father, M. Chellam, 72, and Usha were in the
Chief Minister’s office to receive contributions of
RM30,000.

Other victims who were injured in the same crash
received RM5,000 each. They are Lt Hamdi Ahmad
Hanafi who was represented by his father Ahmad
Hanafi Talib, 63; Captain Wai Lik represented by
his father Wai Kam Sui, 60, and Sergeant Mohd.
Sofi Azizan who was represented by his sibling
Syukriah Azizan.

Present at the brief ceremony on Jan 9 were
Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd. Rashid Has-
non and exco members Jagdeep Singh and Law
Heng Kiang.

Lim spent some time comforting the family
members and gave them words of encouragement.

Abdul Halim (second from left) and Halil (second from right) handing out the fishing nets to fishermen.



ONE of the oldest schools
in the country with a history
of 165 years, St Xavier’s
Institution is now building a
Xaverian Heritage Cultural
Centre costing RM2.5 million.
Construction of the two-storey
building, is expected to be
completed in three months.

“This is the first such
building in Penang or even in
Malaysia where we believe
in holistic education and not
just academic. We continue to
enrich our students. We will
collect artefacts to archive
them in the new building as
our history is very important,”
said Datuk Rev. Bro. Anthony
Rogers at the school.

“Secondly, the cultural part
is very important where we will
have a music auditorium, place
the grand piano bought by the
late Brother Charles Levin and
other music instruments. The
first floor will be the Venere
Learning Centre for those who
are weak in their studies as we
believe no student is stupid.
That’s our principle, to care
for the last and the least,” he
added.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng visited the school on Jan 23
to contribute RM200,000 from
the Penang state government.

“We are lending support in
a small way to a noble effort,”
Lim said in his speech.

“Datuk  Bro  Anthony’s
effort is praiseworthy. Praise
God. He wants to give better
facilities for education to
blossom. I hope the public
too will lend their support.
With God’s grace the project
will definitely be successful.
To foster education, we need
capacity and capability. You
can see his love and passion
for St. Xavier and Penang,” he

added.
Lim also pointed out the
speed at which the state

government lends support to
schools.

“T met him on Friday and
within three days, we give
them the cheque. When
we promise, we deliver as
promised. We are not like the
federal government which has
yet to give the RMS50 million
for Chinese schools. In fact,
2014 school allocations was
only given out in 2017. They
take three years, we take three
days!”

Also present at the brief and
simple ceremony were SXI
counsellor James Koay, board
chairman Dr. Francis Loh,
PTA chairman Adrian Lee and
former Xaverian Jeffrey Chew.
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New police
chief makes

courtesy visit
to CM

PENANG police chief Datuk
Chuah Ghee Lye (pix), who has
just taken over as the state’s top
cop, paid a courtesy call to Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng on Jan
16.

Chuah, who was Federal
police Crime Prevention &
Community Safety department
(JPJKK) deputy director (strategic
planning), was promoted to rank
of commissioner to become the
state police chief.

Chuah, who took over from
Datuk Abdul Ghafar Rajab,
arrived at the CM’s office on the
28th floor of Komtar and spent
some time chatting with Lim.

Abdul Ghafar is now director
of the federal police Integrity and
Standard Compliance Department
(JIPS).

Chuah was accompanied by
deputy state police chief DCP
Datuk Roslee Chik and SuptA.A.
Anbalagan while exco member
Phee Boon Poh was with Lim.



for a group photograph.

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE Chinese New Year mood is
already in the air and Komplexs
Bukit Jambul added merriment
to the occasion with a lion dance
competition.

A mammoth crowd jammed
the concourse area of Komplexs
Bukit Jambul to witness the KBJ
Lion Dance Championship 2017
on Jan 7.

A total of 16 top lion dance
teams from all over Malaysia

(Centre, from left) Chan, Law, Sim, Gan, Kumaresan and Loh joining the winning team members

battled each other for the top cash
prize of RM5,000, medals and
trophy.

Pertubuhan Tarian Singa dan
Naga Hong Teik Alor Setar was
the champion.

Baitiangong Lions Dance
Troupe was the first runner up
and in third place, Pertubuhan
Tarian Singa dan Naga Hok Wei
Kota Sarang Semut.

They received RM3,000 and
RM1,000 respectively including
a trophy and medals.

The KBJ Lion Dance Cham-

pionship 2017 was supported by
the Penang State Tourism Devel-
opment & Culture Department.

Also present at the champion-
ship were exco for Tourism De-
velopment and Culture Danny
Law Heng Kiang, Bayan Baru
MP Sim Tze Tzin, KBJ joint
management body chairman KH
Chan and its committee member
Loh Choon Teik.

Joining them were Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
councillors Gan Ay Ling and A.
Kumaresan

Joy, blessings at state Ponggal event

IT was an atmosphere filled with
much joy and festivities as
blessings flowed over at the
Penang state Ponggal Celebra-
tion 2017 on Jan 21.

Dressed in their finest sarees
and traditional clothing, Indians
celebrated the Harvest Festival
with shouts of “Ponggalo Pong-
gal”, which signifies the milk
pot boiling over with blessings.

“The state government has

successfully encompassed the
concept of industry and welfare
to conduct transformation in
Penang,” Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng said when he offici-
ated the event at Dewi Sri Anna
Thropathi Amman Temple in
Nibong Tebal.

He added that mixed develop-
ment projects of Aspen Vision
City with Ikea, new KDU Uni-
versity College and factories

will be housed in Batu Kawan
soon, thus transforming the area.

“Attraction of projects and
new investments will make Batu
Kawan the economic impetus
for Penang in the near future,”
Lim said.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister 11 Prof. Dr. P.
Ramasamy, who is also the
chairman of Penang Hindu En-
dowment



Penang dams full but status of
dams worrying

Kedah

PENANGTES have been as-
sured that everything is being
done to handle the anticipated
dry season that begins in the
first quarter of every year.

Chief Executive Officer of
PBA Holdings Bhd and Per-
badanan Bekalan Air Pulau
Pinang Sdn Bhd ( PBAPP)
Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa in a
press conference on Jan 20
said that PBAPP has ensured
that Penang’s two key dams,
the Air Itam Dam and the
Teluk Bahang Dam, are full
this month.

“In line with our ‘No-Water
Rationing’ policy, we would
like to assure Penang’s
575,747 registered water con-
sumers that we have done our
best to put the state on a strong
footing to face the projected
dry season this year,” he said.

“However, PBAPP is oper-
ating on alert mode due to the
status of the Beris Dam and
Muda Dam in Kedah which
stand at 71.7% and 56% ca-
pacity as at Jan 18. We are
very concerned with the status
of these Kedah dams because
these are the strategic drought
reserves for Sungai Muda.
More than 80 % of Penang’s
raw water is extracted from
this river daily, and it is a raw
water resource that we share
with Kedah. ” said Jaseni.

Jaseni added that preven-
tive action such as cloud seed-
ing should be intensified im-

mediately to maximise the
effective capacities of the
Beris and Muda dams so that
there will be sufficient raw
water levels at Sungai Muda
for extraction by Kedah and
Penang during the dry season
ahead.

“The Kedah state govern-
ment and MADA ( Lembaga
Kemajuan Pertanian Muda )
must also manage the release
of water from the dams into
Sungai Muda prudently. Ke-
dah must not release ‘too
much water too soon’ and

= ad

Jaseni speaking to the media on
the status of the water levels in
Penang dams.
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iThe water,levels iniTeluk:Bahang Dam
and Air.Itam/Dam are sufficient to sur-
vive the hot spell.

cause the dams to run out of
water before the rains arrive
in April or May,” he said.
“Kedah and Penang must
avoid the potential crisis sce-
nario that we faced last year,
when the effective capacities
of the Beris Dam and the
Muda Dam fell to the critical
levels of 24.9% on May 7,

KEY STATISTICS

Penang
Date Dams
18/07/2017 Air Itam
18/07/2017 Teluk Bahang

2016 and 14.2% on Aug 2,
2016 respectively. We support
Kedah’s call for urgent and
timely federal action and in-
tervention, as needed, to avoid
a water crisis that will affect
more than four million people,
as well as thousands of busi-
nesses, in Perlis, Kedah and
Penang.” added Jaseni.

Effective No. of
Capacity Supply days
98.10% 96

100.00% 304

Lim: Deal intelligently on port expansion

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who held a press conference in
Komtar Jan 18, called for the
Penang Port Commission (PPC)
to deal with the expansion of the
port intelligently.

“Let’s deal with this intelli-
gently. We are all intelligent
people. We may have had our
differences with the previous
chairman (Tan Sri Dr. Chua Soi
Lek) but when we have intelli-
gent people discussing the issue,
we can come to an understand-
ing,” he said.

“If the previous chairman
didn’t think land owned by the
Penang state government is an
issue, why is the present chair-
man thinking otherwise? Do not
make statements that reflect
poorly on you,” Lim added.

Media had reported on Jan 18
that PPC “had planned to up-
grade Swettenham Pier to cope
with more cruise liners and tour-
ists a long time ago but could not
do so as the two sites belong to
the state government”.

“As far as land is concerned,

it is beyond dispute. He should
get advice from his lawyer. How
can the ownership of the land
affect the expansion when the
previous chairman can have that
understanding that the additional
berths for cruise ship can be car-
ried out? There was even an open
tender. Now everything is hang-
ing when the new chairman took
over,” Lim said.

“We should not allow political
differences to colour perception.
When you look at the Penang
port expansion, you can see the

hatred from the new chairman.
He wants to extract political
vengeance more than seeing the
port expansion successful. I do
not know him and sometimes, I
cannot even say his name cor-
rectly,” Lim said.

For the record, the current
PPC chairman is Datuk Tan Teik
Cheng.

“With the previous chairman,
there was a broad understanding
that they will call for open tender,
move forward to have additional
berths. We had a broad under-

standing on how to move for-
ward. If you don’t believe me,
you can ask Tan Sri Dr. Chua Soi
Lek. We were waiting for the
agreement to be signed by both,
that is the Penang state and PPC
through a private party engaged
by them. But before that, they
changed the PPC chairman and
there was no further discussion
and we were completely cut off,”
Lim told members of the media.

“Maybe they should get ad-
vice from the previous chair-
man,” Lim suggested.
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Story &Pix by Tanushalini
Moroter

TWO cruise ships. Mariner of the Seas
and AIDAbella, carrying a total of 6,000
passengers, arrived at Swettenham Pier
on Jan 15 for a one-day visit to Penang.

Danny Law, exco for Tourism Develop-
ment and Culture, was at the port to
welcome the passengers .

“The passengers on tour are mainly
from Europe, America, Australia, India,
Hong Kong, and Singapore. It provides
business opportunities for the taxi driv-
ers, rickshaw pullers and food outlets
whenever cruise ships arrive here. With
more cruise ships coming in, there is a
need to expand the port. Penang will be
welcoming another five cruise ships on
March 13, hence the state government
will be organsing a ‘Fiesta Cruise’ at Fort
Cornwallis for the passengers.” said Law.

There will be an interesting line-up of
programmes for the fiesta.

Cultural performances will be a treat
to the eyes and the tantalising local de-
lights will be a treat to the taste buds as
well.

Since the pier will be crowded with
some 17,000 people on that day, the
movement of traffic nearby will be con-
trolled.

FEBRUARY 1-15, 2017

Law welcoming the pas-
sengers from the cruise
ships.
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Land for Baptist
community building

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

PENANG Island City Council
(MBPP) has leased a piece of
land measuring 0.5 acres which
is categorised under the Rumah
Ibadat Bukan Islam Negeri Pu-
lau Pinang or Non-Muslims
Religious Worship - RIBI pur-
pose, to the Permata Baptist
Church.

“Two years ago, Teoh Cheng
Jin (church committee secretary)
approached my office to seek my
assistance on whether the state
government had any land for
Permata Baptist Church. The
state does have land banks for
RIBI,” exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow said in his speech at the
site of the church, which is an

Once work is completed, the green field will no longer be soggy after a heavy

downpour.

empty plot of land next to Taman
Beriksa.

The council agreed to rent out
the land to the church to build a
community centre.

The building will cost RM7.5
million and Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng had conveyed through
Chow that RM30,000 will be
allocated for the church building.

“All praise goes to God and
not just the state as everyone is
working hard together for the
community,” Chow added.

Church consultant pastor Rev.
Dr. Allan Ong and other church
leaders were also present.

Also present were Bukit
Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh,
Paya Terubong assemblymem-
ber Yeoh Soon Hin and MBPP
secretary Yew Tung Seang.

“The Hive which is the name
of the building will serves as a

Chow (fifth from left), Yeoh, Ramkarpal and the church leaders at the ground-breaking ceremony.

community building. Our vision
is to provide a place for local
community to interact and share.

Tuition guidance will be given
to the young people, elders will
find peace and joy in programmes

to be organised and we hope it
will serve as a second home for
healthy activities,” Ong said.

b
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Cheah (sixth from left), Lim, Yap, Sivapatham and others posing at the new building which will be
functional soon.

Esplanade field soggy no more

THE Esplanade field, which is
a popular venue for many huge
events, is set lose its soggy look after
upgrading work by the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) are completed.

Passers-by may notice that the
field is currently bare as the grass has
been dug up.

“We have received a lot of
complaints about the soggy ground
after it rains and the muddy field has
affected many events at the Esplanade.
Therefore, we wish to overcome the
problems and have identified the
cause,” said a spokesperson for the
council in a Jan 16 press statement.

“MBPP will spend some RM2
million to carry out the upgrading
works.  Grass will be dug up,

safety fencing put up and earth
works will be carried out. The main
component of the project involves
sub-soil drainage, replacing top
soil, replanting of grass, building
perimeter drainage and expansion of
the drains plus extending the outfall
to the sea,” MBPP said.

The whole project is set to be
completed by June 19.

The current stage will also be
demolished to give way to the
drainage work using precast box
culvert.

After completion, Penangites can
once again celebrate countdowns,
marathons, concerts and other
activities in the green field in front of
the City Hall and Town Hall.

RM100,000 to spur church
fundraising of RM12 million

THE Church of Immaculate Conception in
Pulau Tikus on Jan 13 received a token sum of
RM100,000 to give a boost to its fundraising
efforts.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and Pulau
Tikus assembly member Yap Soo Huey were met
on arrival by parish priest Father Msgr. Michael
Cheah and parish council chairman David
Sivapatham together with the parishioners.

“The New Parish Centre is a much needed
facility to cater not only for the current needs
of the parish but also the future needs of our
community. In short, we are building with a long
term view in mind,” Cheah said in a short speech.

Lim meanwhile congratulated the church on
its fundraising efforts.

“It is wonderful success that the fundraising
has raised RM9 million. We hope this token of
RM100,000 will also highlight the need for extra
funds for the final surge before the finishing line.
When we talk about character building, I think
the church has an important role in the sense
that that they give spiritual food to build good
characters,” Lim said before handing over the
cheque.

A four-storey building with sub-basement car
park, multi-purpose hall, classrooms, meeting
rooms, senior citizens’ lounge and two funeral
parlours will serve the need of the parish and the
local community.

The new building is expected to be fully
functional by the middle of this year.
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Recipe for
success

Story By Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

USING his constituency
funds as Bagan MP, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng in
a simple ceremony held at
the SP Arena on Jan 22
contributed RM66,000 to a
total of 660 needy students
from 22 schools in the
area.

Reminding the students,
from both primary and sec-
ondary schools, the recipe
for success, the Chief Min-
ister made them repeat
after him, to make sure the
message was well received
and remembered.

“There is no short cut to
success. To be successful,

one must be hardworking,
honest and brave. Only
with these qualities can
you leave the poverty cy-
cle and be successful indi-
viduals in an entrepre-
neurial state like Penang,”
he said.

Lim, in order to moti-
vate the students, also
made reference to Penang-
born sports personalities
such as Datuk Nicol David,
Datuk Lee Chong Wei and
Mohd Faiz Subri who be-
came successful in their
own right by sheer adher-
ence to the three ingredi-
ents of success he said
earlier in his speech.

Also at the event were
exco members Lim Hock

A

Given the right circumstances and
opportunities as well as possess-
ing the right attitude, these stu-
dents too can make a success of
themselves.

Seng (Works, Utilities and
Transport) and Phee Boon
Poh (Welfare, Caring So-
ciety and Environment)
and Bagan Dalam assem-
blymember A. Tha-
nasekharan.

YEAR Amount Given (RM)
2011 55,000
2012 55,000
2013 55,000
2014 55,000
2015 66,000
2016 66,000
2017 66,000
TOTAL: RM418,000

I ¥ Good news for

The visible cracks as pointed out by Jagdeep (third from right) are
an eyesore and there are many of them found around blocks E
and J.

Story & Pix by Victor Seow

SPEAKING to reporters on Jan
20 at the Rifle Range Housing
Department office, state exco
member for Town and Country
Planning and Housing Jagdeep
Singh revealed that plans are
underway to start maintenance
work and upgrades for Blocks
E and J which have visible
cracks.

Rifle Range is the oldest
public housing scheme in Pen-
ang which was completed in
1969.

It has altogether nine blocks
with a total of 3,660 units.

According to Jagdeep, a total
of RM954,000 has been allo-
cated and works would begin
next month.

“The state government has
decided to start work on the two

. Rifle Range residents

blocks by next month. A com-
pany has been appointed by the
state to carry out the mainte-
nance works,” he said.

“The maintenance and up-
grading works will take ap-
proximately five months to
complete,” he added.

Jagdeep was accompanied by
Kebun Bunga assemblymember
Cheah Kah Peng and Bukit
Bendera MP Zairil Khir Johari.

‘Untuk wanita berumur 35 ke atas”
“5ila bardafar di Pussl Khidms! ADUN stall Penyelaras KADUN berdekatan anda
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Zero downtime challenge for PHC

—

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

ENSURE zero downtime in
2017.

That was the challenge of
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
to the Penang Hill Corpora-
tion (PHC) team.

In saying so, he also ac-
knowledged the efforts of the
maintenance team in ensuring
the smooth running of the
trains.

Out of 365 days last year,
the train experienced less
than five hours of service
interruption (excluding
scheduled maintenance shut-
down period).

Lim said this at the Penang
Hill Corporation sixth annual
dinner on Jan 18.

Also present were PHC
general manager of Cheok
Lay Leng, its special adviser
Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon
and its chief operating offic-
er, Datuk Ng Wee Kok.

On another note, Lim also
congratulate all members of
PHC for another successful
year in 2016, for surpassing
the target of 1.6 million visi-
tors from 2015’s, 1.5 million
passengers.

“You have managed to
serve 1,606,428 paid visitors
in 2016 a far cry from 200,000
passengers before 2008.

“Collectively you have all
played an important part in
contributing towards the
growth of Penang’s tourism
industry,” he added.

Lim added that PHC has
also undertaken several pro-
jects with the private sector
to bring more attractions to
Penang Hill; such as the Little
Village which is developed
along the concept of the mini
houses of the dwarfs as in
Snow White and the Seven
dwarfs.

“Next in line will be the
earthquake and typhoon pa-
vilion,” he added.

Staff of PHC who attended the annual dinner function.

Meanwhile, Cheok in his
speech thanked his team for
giving their best service in

ensuring that PHC operates at
its highest level.
“This will help ensure that

the expectations of the visi-
tors and train users of Penang
Hill can be met,” he said.
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Jalan

MOTORISTS have been assured that Jalan
Lembah Permai in Tanjung Bungah is safe to
use.

“JKR staff will be conducting intensive
studies to determine the fault. As a remedial
measure, they will follow up with heavy
patching and road surfacing,” exco for Public
Works, Utilities and Transportation Lim Hock
Seng told newsmen at the site of the affected
road on Jan 20.

He was accompanied by officers from
Public Work Department (JKR) and related
organisations to survey a small patch of bro-
ken road surface found along the stretch.

He added JKR will also carry out check
support and road structure works as soon as
possible.

“Jalan Lembah Permai is a narrow and
winding hill stretch. We are considering not
allowing heavy vehicles, of 11 tons to use
this road.

“We might also restrict accessibility to
only heavy vehicles of 5 tons and below,”
Lim said.



Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

KEK Lok Si Temple in Air Itam has a
long history and has been known as one
of the iconic buildings that represent
Penang.

The pagoda is where many tourists
and Penangites alike take photos, even
from the era of black and white photos
to the current craze of selfies and FB
Live.

With more than 20,000 lights, the Kek
Lok Si shines and is a breathtaking sight
from far.

No Chinese New Year is complete
unless one has gone to Kek Lok Si to
either pray for good health, peace and
prosperity or just to take a walk through
the gardens and temples.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng was at
the Kek Lok Si Temple with exco mem-
bers Lim Hock Seng and Law Heng
Kiang together with devotees to pray for
peace followed by a lighting-up ceremo-
ny on Jan 23.

T

(- e . _.M
Lim joins the devotees in prayers.

Fireworks were let off after the temple
was lit up.

Datin Seri H'ng Bok San lighting the candle with the help of her son-in-law Datuk Richard
Jong to begin the prayers.

FEBRUARY 1-15, 2017

Fireworks display has
turned Kek Lok Si into an
almost magical temple. -
Pix by Yeap Cheong Wah

Picture postcard shot of
the Kek Lok Si temple
taken from a drone by Se
Vena Networks Sdn Bhd .
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

buletini
yitisiara

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haiji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

}T; 04-3317175
F) 04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA . PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ramli Omar . 012 - 487 3070
ramliomar53@gmail.com
BERTAM BERTAM
YB Shariful Azhar Othman T) 012 -411 4690 Asrol Sani Abdul Rozak 013 - 580 6981
04 - 575 8670 asrolpkb@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL L PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin }T 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019 - 437 2887
04 - 397 3555 muhasdey@gmail.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid {Tg 04-573 4630 Fahmi Abu Bakar 013 - 488 1601
F) 04-573 4630 mudiram@gmail.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Ro?la 9H%s§gn . 019 - 410 5990
rosli @yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid *T 04 - 351 2873 Mustafa Kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
jahara.hamid@gmail.com 04 - 351 4389 mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin . 012-594 1515
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my }F)) 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Azrul Mahathir Aziz A 017 -594 1976
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com
PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 H’éﬁé’ T“féﬁﬁﬁqn 019 - 570 9500
04 - 866 4202 mtuahl7@gmail.com
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haoedan Ayoob }T 04 - 866 1760 Hallil Sabri Hamid 017 - 460 4849
04 -866 1821 halilsabri.nsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013 -399 0519
F) 04-5511442

TANJONG BUNGAH
YB Teh Yee Cheu )
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 899 9581

JAWI
YB Soon Lip Chee
dunjawi@hotmail.com

%T; 04 -594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Lau Keng Ee )
dappengkalankota@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 250 1521
04 - 250 1522
(F) 04 - 250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

%T; 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

m 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 -227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man

%T; 04 - 398 4226
F

adunptgpasir@gmail.com 04 - 398 4226
BUKIT TENGAH

YB Ong Chin Wen T) 04 - 508 3977
pkroktfengah@gmail.com F) 04 - 508 3677
PENANTI

YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

}T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA : o
YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer o/l Rajaiji
rsnrayer@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 6611

DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103

OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101

HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
04-263 7000

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893

SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957

NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300

IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF

SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)

JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga :012 - 4451767 - Muazah
N2 Bertam :012 - 466 9681 - Fatimah Bakar
N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin
Tunggal
N4 Permata :012 - 505 1334 - Farrah Erika
Berangan
N5 Sungai Dua :016 - 412 8588 - Zuhair
Né Telok Air :012 - 475 4326 - Mohd. Zamri
Tawar
N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee
N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon
Jermal Keong
N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan
Dalam
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Jaya Mohd. Iskander
N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal
Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N1é6 Perai : 04 -383 9131 - Sri Sangar
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai :0111-508 0215 - Siti Hajar
Acheh Abdul Aziz
N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina

Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus
N26 Padang Kota :

N27 Pengkalan
Kota
N28 KOMTAR

N29 Datok
Keramat

N30 Sungai
Pinang

N31 Batu
Lancan

N32 Seri Delima

N33 Air Itam

N34 Paya
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

N3é Pantai
Jerejak
N37 Batu
Maung
N38 Bayan Lepas:
N39 Pulau
Betong
N40 Telok
Bahang

:04 - 829 0614
:012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

:019 - 498 1096

011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
- Hong Kian
Beng

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah

012 - 431 7015

: 012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin

Keat

:012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang

010 - 811 7300 - Razin
04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder

04 - 282 6630 - Shuen

: 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna

:019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James

:012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet

:012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon

Lee
016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
: 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
: 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

- Amirulzaman
016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
010 - 773 2395 - Firdaus

: 012 - 464 3004 - Aidi Akhbal
:017 - 413 5695

- Johan Abu
Bakar
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MPSP 2017
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel a/! 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
Feldelnelinel 1. Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 ] X . .
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602
¢ 4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP , 019 - 457 2271
umar afl Kanapathy 8?6; —342187828;8 Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079 .
Ismail P Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
5. A. Veerasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 012 - 451 5938
Selatan 14200, Jawi.
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767
Nota:
Tan Chee Teong 012-401 7718 Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
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Tan Cheong Heng 012- 487 3101 MBPP 2017 Kalendar Pelancongan
Nama Telefon
Thomas Loh Wei Pheng 8?_23?910%8:63(8336 MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
Woo Sze Zeng (Joshua) 016 - 557 6672
Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi 012-572 4711
016 - 451 9225
£ulkifi {branim 012 - 477 5588 Francis a/l Joseph 012- 4743321
Gan Ay Ling 012 - 401 2265
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor Goh Choon Keong 019 - 471 7931
Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Zaini Awang 019 - 546 3115
Teoh Koon Gee 016-419 1938
Ong Jing Cheng 016 - 445 5709 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh 012 - 428 2250
012-758 3779
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012- 4239143 9hb Februari
A Yusoff 04 - 507 5390 Hari Thaipusam
nuar Yuso - o
v 016 4414 390 Kala a/p Durai Raj 016 - 468 4247 e o oo .
Khoo Salma Nasution 017 - 456 6012 ] BULETIN MUTIARA
Dr Amar Pritoal 04 - 582 2020 :
Abduliah 019 - 4522020 Kumaresan a/l Aramugam 014 - 945 9621 ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang
oo Chon Kit 012519 2150 ] Phone : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923
B En - s Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-3807672 ] 2 2
Mhd. Nasir Yah 012 - 402 6739 !
e Tenye : EDITORIAL
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 04 - 593 5493 Muhammad Bokhfiar Wan Chik 019 - 4708811 ] Editor
012 - 507 2229 ! Chan Lilian (English)
Noor Syazwani Md Amin 014 -307 7101 ! G.Revatic (Tamil)
1 .
Fadzil Hj Abdullah 017 - 343 4464 : i . ] Writer
Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 -1578 5098 i Danny Ooi (English)
1 . .
' Victor Seow (English)
) Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566 ! M.Tanushalini (English)
Zulkiply Ishak 013-431 6161 ' Tam Poh Guek (Chinese)
Saiful Azwan Abd Malik 016 - 463 2787 ! Shum Jian Wei (Chinese)
! Chris Koay (Chinese)
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 505 7288 Shahrudin Mohamed Shariff 012 - 428 3160 | Tan Swee Peng (Chingse)
013 - 430 2096 ] J. Patmavathy(Tamil)
Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246 ] Photographers :
! Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian
W hee Keet - i ! ! !
ong Chee Kee 012 - 451 1312 Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019 - 225 6502 : Ahmad Adil Muhamad and Darwina Daud
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499 E Graphic Designers :
Hamizah Abdul Manab 013 - 591 6344 ‘ ldzham Ahmad and Loo Mei Fem
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Let Penang become bicycling capital of Malaysia

LAST week I had to run some errands ,\’O‘

around Little India, a place well- b
known for congestion and lack of LLI
parking space. [())

But with the introduction of &
Link Bike in George Town, this »
problem has been solved somewhat. o

I parked my car near Town Hall
where there is a Link Bike station, hopped
onto a Link Bike and cycled to Chulia Street.

In five minutes I was there. No hassle of
looking for a parking lot.

Hey presto! Did my errand and rode back
to Town Hall.

To use one of the Link Bikes, you need to
register as a user online by logging onto the
linkbike apps.

For a one-day pass, there is a charge of
RM2.

You can ride for free for the first half-hour
and thereafter the charge is RM1 for each hour
if you keep the bicycle with you.

However, if you return the bicycle to an-
other station within half an hour, you will not
be charged.

Presently there are about nine stations set
up in George Town with plans for 25 stations
with 250 bicycles to be set up in the next few
months.

‘907

George Town and its vicinity

is an ideal place for using bicy-

cles as an efficient form of

transportation because it is

relatively small and most

places are within half an hour
cycling distance.

Furthermore the terrain is flat.
In October 2013, made a speech
in a full council meeting about promoting
bicycling as one alternative and complemen-
tary form of public transportation (https://
limmahhui.wordpress.com/category/penang-
city-council-speeches). Then, it was not
viewed as practical and realistic.

Malaysians complain the weather is too
hot, the roads are not safe, and Malaysians are
addicted to cars.

There is some truth to these. However, they
can and should be alleviated by providing
dedicated bicycle lanes and planting more
trees for shade.

Imagine how traffic congestion would be
reduced if people cycle around during lunch
time instead of hopping into a car for a 1km
to 2 km ride and end up spending more time
looking for parking space.

According to Wikipedia, as of August
2014, there were more than 600 cities world-

On Jan 14, MBPP secretary Yew Tung Seang (third from right) led his MBPP team
from Engineering Department and Building Control Department to chart out the
network of back lanes which can be turned into bicycle lanes.

wide with bike-sharing systems.

I would not be surprised if this number has
doubled since then. I am happy to note that
Link Bike Penang has made it to the list of
bike-sharing systems in the world.

In my speech in 2013, 1 listed the follow-
ing steps to be taken:

* Provide dedicated bicycle lanes and re-
flective road studs on the roads to improve
safety for users.

¢ Plant more trees to provide shade

*  Provide proper parking space for bicycles
e Council to work with private entrepre-
neurs to start bike-sharing schemes

* Draw up a bicycle strategy, policy and
plan integrated with town planning. It should
be coherent, not piece-meal and ad hoc. It
must be bottom-up; not just top-down, i.e.,
the cyclists must be intimately involved in
the planning. The plan must include a
budget.

Some of these have been undertaken. But
much more needs to be done.

Let Penang lead the way and become the
bicycling capital of Malaysia.

Dr Lim Mah Hui
Penang City Councillor (2011-2016)
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MBPP bears
rakyat’s burden

Tan, Afif, Ong and Kim looking at the unit of AED which will be avail-
able for the public in case of emergency.

Lions contribute AED
to save lives

EXCO member for Agriculture and Agro-Based Industry, Health
and Rural Development Dr. Afif Bahardin,who is also Seberang
Jaya assemblymember, on Jan 15 launched the installation of an
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) at the Bukit Dumbar
Badminton Hall.

The life saver AED was donated by 14 Lions Club presidents
together with Region 1 chairperson Jimmy Ong and Zone 1
chairperson Rayson Tan.

It was witnessed by district governor Jennifer Kim.

Speaking to Buletin Mutiara after the launch, Tan said: “A person
who has cardiac arrest has a good chance of being saved if helped
within 10 minutes. We hope this AED will come in helpful as Bukit
Dumbar is a popular recreation spot and also a lot of people come
for their morning and evening exercise. The AED is accessible to
the public as the gate to this hall is open from 7am.”

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

LUCKY draw prizes amounting to
RM25,000 are up for grabs for those
who pay their assessment dues in
full.

However the bigger bonus will
be the fact that the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) is bearing the
burdens of the rakyat and alleviate
the sufferings of the lower income
group by not charging them the
annual assessment for 2017.

A whopping RM20 million will
be borne by MBPP in 2017 in the |
form of assessment where those
living in low cost, low medium cost
and kampung houses do not have to
pay.

MBPP will also bear the 6% GST.

Penang island mayor Datuk
Patahiyah Ismail, MBPP secretary Yew Tung
Seang and councillors were at a press conference
on Jan 24 where they announced the lucky draw
for those who pay their full assessment by Feb
28.

“MBPP is going to seal the homes and
confiscate the properties of those who do not pay

Ng (left) and Patahiyah speaking to reporters at the press conference.

their assessment. We carried out the operations
last year and are doing weekly operations.
Meanwhile, we have also increased public
education to make people aware that they should
pay their assessment,” said councillor Joseph Ng.

According to MBPP records, in 2016 they
collected RM210 million in assessment and
expect to collect RM216 million in 2017.

Charity homes
to benefit from
Family Ride

EXCO for Youth &Sport,
Women, Family and Community
Development Chong Eng was
pleased to note that Lions Club of
Tanjung Star, Penang has pledged
to raise RM20,000 to RM30,000
for Relau Charis Home and the
Autistic Children Centre.

“Both centres are lacking
operation funds. Hence, the club
and Penang State hope that many
will register to participate in this
cycling event and help the needy
through the 25km Tanjung Star
Family Ride 2017 which will be
held at 7am on Feb 26,” she said.

“As you have probably
noticed, every weekend in Penang
is constantly filled with activities
and among the favourites are
cycling. It is a well-received
physical activity, so much so that
the state government recently

S,
Page ?

Tanjung ™
£

O K

b ™ W
*p’i‘; -__"'f"l'. f .

Chong Eng (centre in red) urging generous individuals to participate for charity while adopting a healthy lifestyle.

launched the Link Bike and we
also have cycling lanes in the
island.

“We foresee that cycling
will no longer just be a sporting
activity but also means of

transportation for Penangites. It
is not only a healthy activity but
an environment friendly one,”

Chong Eng said.
“We aim to maintain a cleaner,
greener, healthier and safer

Penang. We do not want our
beautiful state to be polluted.
Pollution to the environment
we live in will affect the health
of the community and reduce
productivity due to poor health.

“Let’s keep the Pearl of the
Orient shiny and clean. I believe
that the involvement
community is vital to cultivate the
right culture and mindset towards
amore civic-minded community,”

she added.
Registration fee is RM60 per

of the participant.
For further information
and registration, visit www.

deltaonline.com.my



Penang tops

for medical
tourism

PENANG received yet another ac-
colade when International Living
listed the state as the best in medi-
cal tourism in an article on Jan 5.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
and Penang state exco members
announced this during a press con-
ference in Komtar on Jan 11.

Lim also revealed that the state
is in discussion to build a medical
city and a RM1 billion investment
is forthcoming.

“We hope this RM1billion in-
vestment will be successful and
once we conclude we will make the
announcement when it is ready. We
are looking into RM1 billion in
medical care including a hospital,”
he said.

“We want to entrench our health
care position so we need to work
harder to make Penang to be a
medical city,” Lim added.

Lim also announced that CNBC
on Jan 5 had published the news on

its website.

CNBC is a recognised world
leader in business news and pro-
vides real-time financial market
coverage and business information
to approximately 385 million
homes worldwide, including more
than 95 million households in the
United States and Canada.
Quoted by International Living :

A stronger U.S. dollar, cheaper
air travel, mounting healthcare
costs in Western countries (and
long waiting lists), have all con-
tributed to the Malaysian medical
tourism boom in the past decade.
Medical tourists arriving in Malay-
sia have increased on average by
100% in the last five years.

George Town and Kuala Lumpur
are the main two medical centers in
Malaysia, and both cities are ser-
viced by a multitude of interna-
tional airlines from around the
world.

No one is left behind

Butterworth
Fringe Festival
calls for proposals

THE Butterworth Fringe Festival (BFF) is
calling for local talents in arts and culture to
submit their proposal for the upcoming BFF
which will be held on Aug 12 and 13 at Jalan
Jeti Lama, Butterworth.

Organised by the Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) with the support of the Pen-
ang state government, Think City Sdn. Bhd
and George Town Festival (GTF), this is the
third BFF which promises to be a “Free + Fun
Street Festival”.

“GTF is offering to help locals especially
those from Seberang Perai to participate by
sending their proposal . ‘Call for Proposal’ for
BFF is open now until March 31,” MPSP chief
Datuk Maimunah Sharif said in a press confer-
ence on Jan 26.

Also in attendance were Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng, Joe Sidek, festival director of GTF,

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

PEOPLE who live in poverty, whether due
to old age, illness or lost their ability to
work, have probably resigned themselves
to suffer alone.

However, this is not the case at Sungai
Gelugor where each of them receives the
care, concern and attention from the com-
munity and their assemblymember for Seri
Delima RSN Rayer and Bukit Gelugor MP
Ramkarpal Singh.

With a good community network, sev-
eral of them have been helped.

For example, Rahman Ibrahim who used
to live in a dilapidated home had it rebuilt
with Rayer’s help.

Rahman, who is disabled, was very
excited when Rayer, Ramkarpal and even
Lim Kit Siang, who is Gelang Patah MP,
visited him on Jan 23.

Lim was also asked by members of the
media to comment on the various surveys
carried out and what the people want.

“We must have faith and confidence that
the people want change and do not want to
live in akleptocracy. If we love our country,
we need to come together regardless of
race, religion, territories. We together with
Pribumi Bersatu will work to save Malay-
sia,” he said.

Lim was referring to the newly-formed
Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia which is
helmed by former premier Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and former deputy prime min-
ister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin.

Lim, Rayer and Ramkarpal then went
on motorbikes to several homes to meet the
people.

The care shown by Rayer was most
evident as the families they visited are fa-
miliar with him as he had been on the
ground meeting the people in his constitu-
ency.

Rohaya, a single mother, had her house
roof repaired with assistance from Rayer.

Pak Malik and Mak Bibi, two senior
citizens who are wheelchair bound received
contributions in the form of adult diapers

Murali Ram programme director of Think
City, MPSP councillors, sponsors and others.

“The very popular GTF is crossing the sea
for the third year and will share its expertise
to bring performances that assimilate both
local culture and international flavours. BFF
will be a platform to make Butterworth a hub
for culture, creativity and innovation. It will
be carried out in conjunction with the But-
terworth Urban Renegeration Programme,”
Lim said.

Meanwhile, Joe Sidek invited local talents
to submit their proposals by Marchh 31 and
offered to assist them.

Those who are interested can submit their
proposal to proposals@ georgetownfestival.
com.

For details, go to http://georgetownfestival.
com/open-proposals-gtf-2017/

Caring elected reps visit the house of Ismail Bakar who has a disabled son.

and other necessities.

Also joining in the community outreach
were Penang state exco and Batu Lancang
assemblymember Law Heng Kiang, Bukit
Mertajam MP Steven Sim and Bukit Ben-
dera MP Zairil Khir Johari.

From the warm interaction of the people,
Lim said: “As I told the women folk in

Kampung Permatang Tok Subuh in Bukit
Mertajam which I visited on Jan 22, any
DAP government will be a thousand times
better than the present government under
Umno, for the simple reason that a DAP
government will want to prove that under
its stewardship all Malaysians will enjoy a
better life.”



m“
Listening Tour with Rayer

SERI Delima assemblymember
R.S.N Rayer is popular with his
constituents because he goes
down to the ground to meet them
to listen to their grouses.

Although Rayer faces many
challenges from the opposition,
he is confident that ultimately it
is the voters who will decide.

In a week, Rayer meets his
constituents three to four times,
sometimes also daily.

It has become a habit and
hence Rayer said he likes meet-
ing the people.

When asked what is the most
treasured advice he received
from the late Karpal Singh,
Rayer said: “YB Karpal taught
me never to make empty prom-
ises to the people. If we cannot
deliver or do something, be
truthful to them. He is diligent
in his work and solving woes of
the people is his identity,” Rayer
said.

It’s not a surprise that the Seri
Delima assemblymember is
well-known among all as he has
been their elected representative
since the March 2008 general
election.

On Jan 10, Rayer joined exco
for Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow and Paya
Terubong assemblymember
Yeoh Sooh Hin on a listening
tour of the Paya Terubong con-
stituency. .

Also with them were staff of
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP), JKKKs of Paya Ter-
ubong and other related agen-
cies.

Rayer said MBPP has done

Nasrizal, Rayer (third from left) and Chow (fourth from

Rayer (left) and Chow inspecting the leakage at Taman Tun Sardon

Futsal Court near Blok AU.

various infrastructure upgrades
at Taman Tun Sardon market,
which cost about RM 1.2 million.

“The upgrading work started
in the middle of 2015 and was
completed last April. Now if you
see the washroom in the market,
it looks like the ones in a five-
star hotel.” Rayer told Buletin
Mutiara reporters.

Rayer’s comment matched
those of a customer of the mar-
ket.

Salamiah Omar, 67, said there
has been a significant change
compared to the years before
2008.

“The toilet is clean, provided
with a lift and the building has
been repainted with a vibrant
colour,” she said.

“The market is now beautiful
and comfortable, syukur Alham-
dulillah for the reforms he

the facelift for the market and community hall.

made,” she added.

Rayer said many complaints
have been received from resi-
dents around Island Glades re-
garding the issue of inadequate
parking space.

A proposal has been sent to
MBPP to make a 25,000 sq ft of
open space facing Krystal
Height as a new parking site.

“We did submit a proposal to
the MBPP but the proposal for
the car park is still vague. How-
ever, I will continue to strive to
minimise the problem,” Rayer
said in response to the latest
concern brought up by the peo-
ple in the neighbourhood.

Rayer also visited and inter-
acted with the residents of Ta-
man Rekreasi Lorong Delima 9
where he received complaints
about the uneven walking track.

MBPP director Rashidah

Abdul Rahim.

Jalaludin said the city council is
reviewing the cost of the project.
“MBPP will upgrade the track
as soon as possible,” she said.

Apart from that, Sungai Gelu-
gorVillage Development and
Security Committee (JKKK)
chairman Merasik Jabbar said
the futsal court there requires a
roof due to the unpredictable
weather.

“If possible, we will appeal
for an allocation to build a roof
for the futsal court since the
utilisation rate is high, espe-
cially every night and during
weekends. I understand the cost
of installation of the roof is high
and there may be financial con-
straints. Nevertheless, the peo-
ple here appreciate the contribu-
tion of the state government in
Sungai Gelugor,” he said.

At the Taman Tun Sardon
futsal court near Block AU,
Chow and Rayer were told about
the slippery surface of the court
when it get wet.

In response to that, Nasrizal
Nasib, the village headman of
Northeast district, said it is
likely caused by a water fountain

%,

Visiting the futsal court of Sungai Gelugor.

Salamiah Omar.

or leaking pipes.

“We will hold a meeting with
the technical staff of Perbadanan
Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang
(PBAPP) to see what can be
done,” he said.

Rayer also stated that the
pipes here have been repaired
several times previously, but the
leakage still occurs due to the
water pressure.

Taman Tun Sardon JKKK
chairman Mohd. Hafiz Abdul
Aziz also expressed his desire to
upgrade the court with a roof.

A spokesman for the local
residents, Abd. Rahim Omar,
suggested that the local authori-
ties (PBT) develop projects to
cover up the drain for the sake
of adding parking space.

“This suggestion is quite dif-
ficult to implement as the origi-
nal plan of the drain was not
designed to accommodate heavy
loads,” Chow responded.

Most of the 5,000 to 7,000
voters are definitely satisfied
with the commitment given by
the State Government in taking
care of the welfare of the people
here.
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Penang a proven powerhouse
In attracting investors

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

PENANG Convention &
Exhibition Bureau (PCEB)
recently released its review of
first year of operations.

Titled “Vision Insight”, the
review was launched by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng on Jan
23.

Also present were Danny
Law Heng Kiang,exco member
for Tourism Development,
Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim,
exco member for Religious
Affairs, Domestic Trade &
Consumer Affairs, Jonathan
Freddy P. Bagang, director
of the Tourism and Culture
Ministry, Penang  office,
Ashwin Gunasekeran, CEO
of Penang Convention &
Exhibition Bureau, Ooi Chok
Yan, CEO of Penang Global
Tourism and others.

“Although classified as
a second-tier destination,
Penang is a proven

powerhouse. In 2016 alone,
the state hosted a total of
1,153 events. These events
had an estimated economic
impact of RM737 million,”

Ashwin, Law and Lim looking through the annual report.

Lim said in his speech.
Business tourism  has
been identified as a major
component of the National
Key Economic Areas
(NKEA) for tourism by the
Performance Management

and Delivery Unit (Pemandu).
By 2020, it will contribute an
estimated GNI of RM3,947
million, and create a projected
16,720 jobs,” Lim said in his
speech.
“There three

are things

Penang needs to see the
Business Events industry
prosper — new events, new

products and new experiences.
And to achieve it, we need to
move with speed, scalability
and service,” he added.

Lim pointed out several
projects that will be launched
soon.

The Setia SPICE
Convention Centre RM750
million landmark project will
include hotels and boasts of
eco-friendly and sustainable
practices that will solidify
Penang’s position as the
business events destination in
Malaysia.

Also in the works is a new
RM500 million waterfront
convention and exhibition
centre by IJM at The Light,
scheduled to be completed in
2021.

“The success of business
events in Penang is a success
for everyone. Hosting
international business
events will be a driver for
development in the state, with
business tourists spending
nearly four times more than
the ordinary tourists,” Lim
said.

“When we can inspire
confidence, investors will
come and ‘put money’.
In Penang we have the
confidence,” he said to the
applauses of the participants.

Workers dormitory curbs social 1lls, says Jagdeep

A PRESS conference was held
on Jan 10 by exco for Housing
and Town & Country Planning
Jagdeep Singh on the proposed
workers dormitory projects in
Bukit Minyak and Juru.

Jagdeep  together  with
R.Magendran, the  Group
Project Development Manager
of Centurion Weslite Singapore,
gave some clarifications on the
issues raised.

Centurion Weslite from
Singapore is the operator of
these dormitories.

Jagdeep said  workers
dormitory project in Bukit
Minyak has been approved by
the Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) and
earthworks has already started.

“It had been reported that
residents were  concerned
that with 6,000-odd workers
staying at the said site, some
200 to 300 buses will be using
the surrounding roads. But
actually only 37 buses would

be used in Bukit Minyak - 26
in the morning and 11 at night.
The buses will make multiple
trips and this will not cause
any traffic congestion.” said
Jagdeep, adding that in Juru,
33 buses would be used - 23 in
the morning and 10 at night.

The residents in Juru have
admitted that their current
housing scheme surrounding
the proposed workers
dormitory site is flooded with
foreign workers.

Thus they feel that building
the workers dormitory would
even make the situation worse.
“The state government’s
objective in building such a
workers dormitory is to address
that exact issue whereby the
foreign workers now residing
in the housing schemes
surrounding the site will be
relocated to the dormitory,”
Jagdeep said in response to this
issue.

On the issue pertaining to
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Jagdeep (left) and Magendran clarifying the concerns brought up
by the public on the workers dormitory.

floods, Jagdeep said that “it
is understood that the site
proposed at Juru is a flood-
prone area, but there are flood
mitigation plans to address this

problem ”

Amenities such as
supermarket, clinic, fitness
area, multipurpose hall,
provision shop, laundry

service, internet rooms,
outdoor games area and others
will be provided.

Apart from that, there will
also be social activities such as
sports competitions, monthly
excursion and educational talks
for the workers.

This would reduce the
need for workers to leave the
dormitories which in turn
avoids problems linked to
foreign workers.

For security purposes, entry
would be via an access card with
facial recognition technology
to prevent unauthorised entry.

“This is not a detention camp
as claimed by some group of
people. We do not restrict them
from leaving the dorm. The
main focus here is to develop
social well-being of the foreign
workers. Overall, the dormitory
will help in curbing social ills
and at the same time it provides
a better living environment for
the workers,” added Jagdeep.
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18 companies in badminton event

A TOTAL of 288 players rep-
resenting 18 companies from
the Free Trade Zone (FTZ) took
part in the seventh Penang
Companies’ Badminton Tour-
nament 2016 on Jan 14 at Bukit
Dumbar Badminton Complex.

In the Men’s category, Intel
emerged champions with
Broadcom in second place.

Dell and Plexus shared the
same placing as second run-
nerd-up.

In the Women’s category,
first place went to Keysight,
with Intel as first runner-up
followed by B Braun in third
place.

i

Deputy Chief Minister 1
Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon
officiated the event organised
by LA Vintage Event.

“Sports events such as this
promote sportsmanship, to-
getherness and a healthy life
style. It helps in keeping our
body and mind agile,” Rashid
said in his speech before
launching the tournament.

Also present were Rashid’s
wife Datin Nor Azizah and
Shawn Ng, event manager of
LA Vintage.

Rashid in a group photo with
the participants.
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Inaction on Gerakan seen as double
standard and selective prosecution
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Ikhwan’s rooster
gift for Chief

Minister

A LOCAL boy from Penang
has expressed his pride in
achieving his desire to build a
“sand sculpture” of a rooster in
conjunction with Chinese New
Year for Chief Minister Lim

Guan Eng.
Ikhwan Saloot, or his real
name of Mohamad Ikhwan

Ibrahim, 27, said the sand mould
of the rooster was his best
creation to date.

“Actually, I wanted to give
the sand mould rooster to the
Chief Minister — as a special gift
to him in conjunction with the
coming Chinese New Year.

“My aim is to be able to
participate in the George Town
Festival (GTF) this year,” he
said at a press conference with
the Chief Minister at the lobby
of Level 28, Komtar on Jan 23.

According to  Mohamad
Ikhwan, he picked up the skills
of creating sand moulds in 2012,
and his work has now gained
commercial value in places like
Kuala Lumpur, Johor, Sarawak
and other places in the country.

At the press conference,
Lim handed over a red packet
to  Mohamad Ikhwan as
appreciation of his work.

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng questioned why no ac-
tion was taken against Ger-
akan on their comments on
religious schools which is
demeaning to the religious
schools. “If such comments
is made by the Opposition,
there will be chaos. How-

ever, when Gerakan did it,
no action at all. We can see
here who is the one who cre-
ated disharmony. In Penang
we did not cause such thing
but instead helped the reli-
gious schools,” Lim said on
Jan 17.

“This is double-standard.

In previous cases, even when
the people who made Tweets
and retracted, they are still
charged. Why no action
against Gerakan? If for Op-
position, there will be ac-
tion. This is double standard
and selective prosecuition,”
expressed Lim.
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= Organiser: Penang Green Council
* For more information, please contact us; 04-2503322 or email; info@pge.com.my

Environmental Education Programs
Programs are available in English, Malay and Chinese Languages
Deadline for application: 15 Feb 2017
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. Gap (9-12 years old)

02 ENVIRONMENTAL
WORKSHOPS

* Junior Green Camp
(5-6 years old)

#* “We Are Water Ranger”
Workshop (8-10 years old)

# “Buy & Throw?"
Consumerism Thinking
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Media questioned on biased reporting

ACCORDING to an article
in Sinar Harian, 200,000
hectares land which was
classified as forest farming
in Kelantan had been cleared
. However, only 5% or
10,000 hectare is re-planted.
The article ‘Banjir Berlaku
Kerana Manusia’ (Flood
happened because of hu-
mans) was featured in Sinar
Harian dated Jan 16.

In a press conference dat-
ed Jan 17, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng questioned,
“Compare this to 16 trees
that are transplanted in Pen-
ang. Why the media did not
give the massive jungle
clearing in Kelantan any
news coverage or frontpage
it? Yet the media focus on
Penang. This bias reporting
is seen as a malicious act to
smear Penang’s good name
and image as a green state.

A bird’s eye view of Penang taken from the Telok Bahang Dam showing the green lung of the island.

They want to see our down-
fall with slanderous report-
ing.”

Earlier, Lim had men-
tioned that the 16 trees

Discard the old, bring in the new
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Chinese New Year atmosphere is felt around the market when
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Rashid distributes oranges to market goers and stall owners

of all races.

CHINESE New Year is just
around the corner !

“Discard the old, bring in
the new.

“Let’s all together cele-
brate the Lunar Year of the
Rooster with much happi-
ness and hope for better-
ment,”

Deputy Chief Minister 1,
Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon
said, when he visited the
Bayan Baru market com-
plex on Jan 14, to distribute
mandarin oranges and Chi-
nese New Year greetings
scrolls to stall owners and
market goers.

Mohd Rashid also extend
his “Happy Ponggal “ greet-
ings to all Penangites who
celebrate the occasion.

During the walk-about,
Deputy Chief Minister 1 and
his entourage also met up
with a Chinese scrolls seller,
Chin Chin Hoong.

Chin, 56, a resident of
Bayan Baru said he has been
selling scrolls for the last 20
years.

“My business is not as
good as last year, but hope-
fully it will recover during
the last two weeks to Chi-
nese New Year,” he added.

transplanted due to the wid-
ening of the Jalan Masjid
Negeri had thrived and sur-
vived. This was confirmed
by MBPP’s Director Man-

agement Services, Haji Akh-
bar Mustapha.

Lim quipped, “When the
massive jungle clearing in
Kelantan happened and

caused severe flooding,
there was no news. Yet,
when trees are transplanted
in Penang, it is as if the sky
if falling down.”

Call not to underestimate

dengue

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Ahmad Adil Mu-
hamad

THE heart wrenching story
of the three siblings in Juru
aged between 14 and 23 who
lost their parents to dengue
prompted Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng to visit them at
their home in Taman Seri
Delima Indah on Jan 22.

Nor Hidayah Azlan, Mu-
hammad Ridzwan Idzham
Azlan and Muhammad Fir-
daus Azlan lost their parents
Azlan Md. Din, 50, and Nor-
ma Amiruddin, 45, on Jan 16
and 17 respectively and are
currently being taken care of
by their uncle.

Lim, who was accompa-
nied by state exco member
for Agriculture & Agro-
Based Industry, Rural Devel-
opment and Health Dr Afif
Bahardin advised the public
to take greater care of them-
selves and to see the doctor
if unwell.

“If you’re having a fever,

H.

The siblings who are left orphaned when their parents died due

to dengue.

go straight to the doctor as
dengue can result in death,”
he said.

Taman Seri Delima Indah
in Juru is not identified by
the Health Department as a
hazardous area for dengue
and as such, the deaths came
as a surprise to everyone in-
cluding the authorities.

“This area is not known as
a hotspot for dengue. It is
clean and yet it happened.
So, always be careful. I hope
the dengue and the deaths
stop here. Don’t underesti-
mate dengue,” the chief min-
ister added before contribut-
ing the bereavement payment
to the siblings.
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(ood deal for Permatang Tok Suboh

folk

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

A GOOD closure to the pre-
dicament facing the 26 fami-
lies in Kampung Permatang
Toh Suboh in Bukit Minyak
who chose to remain in their
village despite receiving
eviction notices from a devel-

oper has been achieved

through the intervention of
the state government.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who visited the villagers
on Jan 21, made the an-
nouncement that the 26 fami-
lies would be offered low cost
homes priced at RM25,000
which is equivalent to the
compensation sum they re-
ceived from the developer.

“When the eviction notices
were first sent out, the state
government negotiated for a
win-win situation for the
landowner. A month later, the
compensation for the 26 fam-
ilies was raised to RM25,000
from the original RM10,000,”
he said.

“The state government also
offers the villagers low cost
homes priced at RM25,000.
This will ensure Kampung
Permatang Toh Suboh lives
on!” Lim added.

The Kampung Permatang

The villagers are jubilant that
they get their new homes with
the state government’s help.

Toh Suboh issue first sur-
faced in May, 2013. Initially
56 families were served evic-
tion notices and 26 moved
away while the remaining 26
opted to fight the matter in
court.

Since then, the villagers
had sought the assistance of
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven
Sim and Machang Bubok as-
semblymember Lee Khai
Loon in solving this matter.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, state exco
member for Works, Utilities
and Transport Lim Hock Seng
and DAP parliamentary lead-
er Lim Kit Siang.

No change in state’s
stand on 1MDB land

SPEAKING to members of
the media on Jan 10, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng reiter-
ated his stance on the IMDB
scandal and the position taken
by his administration in deal-
ing with the matter especially
on parcels of land bought by
IMDB in Penang.

“Our position is still the
same. Unless the IMDB board
comes clean, the state govern-
ment will impose a freeze on
all land transactions relating
to the Air Itam land that was
bought by IMDB for RM1.3

billion. We do not know how
the payment was made and we
want to know why 1IMDB
bought land when it doens’t
have 100% control,” Lim said.

“We want answers. We
want to know why Jho Low
dare not come home. We want
Jho Low to come back and
explain the scandal. Cancel
his passport and you (the Ma-
laysian government) will
make him come back. Make
him an international fugitive.
No more chances for Jho
Low,” Lim said.

The surrounding greenery, jogging track and outdoor exercise equipment all serve to provide the
local residents a healthier lifestyle.

Step closer to being
‘A Garden City’

GEORGE TOWN is a step
closer in becoming ‘A City in a
Garden’ with the opening of the
latest pocket garden on Jan 20
located near the grounds of
Victoria Park.

The result of the collabora-
tion between the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and Eura-
sia Express Sdn Bhd, the pock-
et garden was built at a cost of
RM100,000 and is equipped
with a jogging track, multipur-
pose store, outdoor exercise

equipment, trees and an office.
State exco member for Local
Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow, who was guest
of honour to officiate the pock-
et garden, was happy to note that
the state is always getting clos-
er to the vision set by MBPP.
“In line with our vision of a
‘Safer, Cleaner, Greener and
Healthier Penang’, MBPP with
the cooperation of Eurasia Ex-
press Sdn Bhd has upgraded the

open space and land near Victo-
ria Garden into what it is today
for the use and recreation of the
people. I hope the local resi-
dents will use this pocket garden
fruitfully in becoming healthy
and harmonious members of
society,” said Chow in his
speech.

Also present were Penang
Island mayor Datuk Patahiyah
Ismail, MBPP secretary Yew
Tung Seang and Eurasia Express
director Kenny Yeoh.
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Falz gets RM 50,000
for Puskas Award

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Penang State Govern-
ment has rewarded Mohd
Faiz Subri RM50,000 for
having won the FIFA Puskas
Award on Jan 10.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said the reward is a spe-
cial recognition by the state
government to the Penang
footballer who created his-
tory as the first Asian to re-
ceive the award.

“What more, Faiz is a Ma-
laysian player from Penang.

“I believe his achievement
can be emulated by all play-
ers, especially the younger
players. It does not come
easy, but he has shown hard
work, diligence and disci-
pline.

“Mohd Faiz’s success not
only brightens the good name ) i, (third from left) handing over the reward to Faiz.
of Penang, but the country as
well,” he said at the reward
handing over function at
Komtar on Jan 18.

FIFA has described the =
goal from Mohd Faiz as

“breath-taking”. X -
The Air Itam-born player E’f :

scored the wonder goal off a
free-kick during Penang’s __-': ' -
4-1 Super League home win _ { / '
over Pahang at the City Sta- ! \/ o
dium in George Town on Feb | o~ —
16. /
Mohd Faiz, when met at /
the function, said he will not
let his success overshadow /
his desire to work hard in i e
training to be a better player. ' i/
“It’s team work and disci-
pline. I am grateful to my
team mates for their support
in winning the award,” he
added. _
Meanwhile, Penang foot- A2 2 L\
ball team manager Zairil
Khir Johari said: “We should
all be proud of Mohd Faiz, as
he has brought glory to the
football fraternity. Let’s
hope he will continue to train
hard and achieve more glory
in the near future.”
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