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A factory experience
in the forest

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Darwina Mohd

Daud
ONE can easily mistake
Paramit Corporation’s new

US$16 million manufacturing
plant at Penang Science Park
in Bukit Minyak for a Balinese
spa due to its surrounding
greenery — the result and effect
of 1,500 trees strategically
planted around the 162,000 sq
ft building.

Moreover, its Penang site is
also designed from the ground
uptoreplicatethe corporation’s
unparalleled facility in
California and addresses the
unique characteristics of the
Malaysian climate to create
maximum energy efficiency,
thus creating what is being
called an experience of a
“factory in the forest”.

The site uses canopies of
trees to create shade and in-
slab cooling to reduce power
requirements.

In addition, it incorporates

gardens and waterfalls on

multiple levels throughout

the building to help cool its

surroundings. With an interior like this, Paramit is encouraging the culture where manufacturing plants can be equally green as well in terms of the environment.
Chief Minister Lim Guan

Eng, who officiated the US$40 million and exports previous Penang capacity be its largest manufacturing base.

manufacturing plant on Jan of US$250 million and other with the current employment facility in the region for Also present were Seberang

11, noted the employment long term plans to start of 530 employees which complex medical devices and Perai  Municipal  Council

opportunities provided development work will surely will ultimately expand to life sciences instruments, (MPSP) president Datuk

by Paramit as well as the bring incredible opportunities a workforce of 800,” Lim realising sophisticated Maimunah  Mohd  Sharif,

corporation’s confidence to Penang and Malaysia in the added. systems for genetic and United States Embassy deputy

towards the state when it made medical devices industry and According to  Paramit molecular testing, robotic chief of mission Edgard

its investment decisions.
“The total investment of
Paramit in Penang of around

medical innovations,” he said.
“Today’s Penang Science
Park doubles the corporation’s

chief executive officer Billoo
Rataul, the corporation’s site
at Penang Science Park will

surgery, cancer treatment and
will also serve its current
industrial products customer

Kagan and Paramit Malaysia
country manager Michel Van
Crombrugge.
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Poser over police probe

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Darwina Mohd.
Daud

POLICE from Ampang, Selangor
were at the office of Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng to record a
statement from the CM regarding
a press statement issued by Lim
in his capacity as the DAP secre-
tary-general and Bagan MP on
Nov 23, 2016.

“Itis clear when this statement
was towards MCA, MIC, Gera-
kan and SUPP and is political.
Usually we receive a lot of re-
ports and even the Prime Minis-
ter also receives many reports.
Rarely do the police take our

owns. What is important is to
own 100%, if not, they cannot .
This is law in Malaysia. That’s
why we did not allow any land
transactions. Moreover, there is
no application for development
of low-cost homes. There are
almost 3,000 people living on the
land and we have to ensure their
interests are protected,” he said.

Meanwhile, Lim said the lat-
est speedy investigation by the
police on Jan 13 against him
under the Sedition Act based on
apolice report lodged on Nov 24,
2016 raises very serious ques-
tions why such similar action was
not taken against BN leaders
when police reports are lodged

statements. If not, we will have
to record statements all day
long,” Lim said.

“This gives the impression
like it is to save MCA, Gerakan,
MIC and SUPP because they are
together with Umno and BN. I
did not criticise nor condemn
Umno. I only called for MCA,
Gerakan, MIC and SUPP to with-
draw from BN. Therefore clearly,
MCA, Gerakan, MIC and SUPP
have lost their direction,” Lim
said.

Two police officers recorded
Lim’s statement at his office in
Komtar.

“I had my statement recorded
under the Sedition Act Section 4
(1) related to (a), (c) and (d). This
is not the first time I had been
investigated and they are trying
again. There are five reports

Lim (second from left) and his lawyer RSN Rayer (left) with the police officers who are taking Lim’s

statement.

made against me,” Lim told
members of the press.

“Why is calling for MIC,
MCA, Gerakan and SUPP to
withdraw from BN, if they are
principled and sincere, deemed
seditious when we have done so
many times? They have also
called for us (DAP) to leave
Pakatan Harapan. Therefore, this
is a frivolous report, a frivolous
investigation, but it is up to the
police to decide whether they
want to pursue it and for whose
benefit. That question answers
itself,” he added.

He also asked the BN-friend-
ly media to print the statement in
question in full so that there is no
attempt to twist and demonise.

“Freedom of press does not

give freedom to lie or freedom to
print one side and not the other,”
Lim quipped.

Lim was accompanied by his
lawyer, RSN Rayer, who said
that the punishment under the
Section is RM5,000 fine or three
years imprisonment.

“I ‘went in’ once before under
Section 4,” Lim responded.

In the same press conference,
Lim also said: “The next issue
may or may not have any links.
I don’t know. In our pursuit of
IMDB, when we oppose IMDB,
we see many investigations were
brought against us.”

Lim raised the matter on the
land transactions in Air Itam.

“The state government will
not budge from the decision to

freeze all transactions made by
IMDB related to the RM1.3 bil-
lion land in 2013 just before the
elections that year. The state will
freeze all land sales until IMDB
has cleared Malaysia’s name.
Now IMDB is being investi-
gated by Department of Justice,”
he added.

“UMNO blogs are accusing
that we did not approve the land
sale because we did not allow
development of low-cost homes
under PRIMA. There is no ap-
plication made to the state to
build low-cost homes. Even if
there is, we cannot approve be-
cause IMDB did not have 100%
ownership of the land. This is
very unusual. We do not know
how much of the land IMDB

Call to abolish Bank Negara measure

against them.

“Even when I as Penang Chief
Minister am threatened or my
family members falsely accused
of non-existent crimes, no quick
action is taken by Federal gov-
ernment authorities against the
perpetrators.

For instance my then 15-year-
old son was accused six years
ago of sexually molesting his
female classmate in a secondary
school in Penang. This was given
wide publicity nationally. The
picture of the alleged victim was
even posted on the internet by
pro-Umno bloggers. Till now
these bloggers are not punished
despite being clearly identified
as the perpetrators for this bar-
baric crime against my child,
who was a minor at that time,”
Lim said.

PRIME Minister and Finance Minister
Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak has been
alerted about Penang’s concerns on
measures by Bank Negera to develop the
onshore financial market as announced
by the Financial Markets Committee
(FMC) recently.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng had
written to Najib on Jan 10 to highlight
that the initiative, in collaboration with
Bank Negara Malaysia, has caused grave
concern and hardship to businessmen,
traders and exporters especially in the
electrical and electronics industry.

Furthermore, the measures have been
ineffective to prevent the further decline
in the value of the ringgit vis-a-vis the
US dollar which recently dropped to a
low of RM4.50.

Lim in the letter said the measure has
the potential to harm the investment
climate and reduce Foreign Direct In-
vestments (FDI) into Malaysia because
it indirectly increases the risk exposure
of foreign exchange losses as well as
transaction costs to those who trade
actively using various foreign curren-
cies. “This is particularly so in regards
to exporters being required to convert
no less than 75% of their export pro-
ceeds in foreign currency into ringgit
effective Dec 5, 2016,”he said.

Lim wrote that based on feedback
from the electrical and electronics in-
dustry, this measure by FMC will further
complicate export transactions which are
usually conducted in foreign currencies,
especially US dollars.

“Exporters also similarly use foreign
currencies in cost hedging to reduce
their cost and import input prices. While
exporters receive their export proceeds
in foreign currency, any foreign input
for production which is imported is also
paid in foreign currency,’he added.

Malaysia’s exports grew by a muted
0.5% year-on-year in 2016, only because
Malaysian exports saw a 7.8% year-on-
year increase in November 2016.

“Why the electrical and electronics
industry is so critical can be seen by it
recording a growth of 13.2% and ac-
counting for 36% of total exports in
November 2016,”Lim said.

He also pointed out that the Penang
state government has received many
complaints from the electrical and elec-

tronics industry about the FMC ruling.
“Whilst none of the foreign multi-na-
tional corporations have indicated that
they will leave Malaysia because of this
new ruling, the Penang state government
is concerned that it will affect new in-
vestments coming in.”

As such, he said, the state government
proposes that this measure by FMC be
abolished completely, or if still deemed
necessary to impose some controls, be
reduced to a lower percentage of 25%
of export proceeds.

“The state government hopes that the
Prime Minister and Finance Minister
will give due consideration to mitigate
this latest measure to safeguard both the
investment climate and economic well-
being of Penang and Malaysia.”
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A sombre Lim arriving for the funeral on Jan 12. Pix courtesy of DAP

Lim attends funeral
of Sarawak CM

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan

Eng extended the people’s
condolences to the Sarawak
government and the family of
the late Sarawak Chief Minister
Tan Sri Adenan Satem on the
latter’s passing last week.

Lim also attended Adenan’s
funeral on Jan 12 in Kuching.

“The Penang state
government  expresses  its
deepest condolences to
Sarawak state government

and the family of Sarawak
Chief Minister Tan Sri Adenan
Satem, who passed away today.
The Penang state government is

and we share the grief of many
Sarawakians who admired his
frankness and forthrightness,”
Lim said in a press statement
released on Jan 11.

“Tan Sri Adenan will be
remembered as one of the few
Chief Ministers of Sarawak
not embroiled in personal
controversy or tainted by
public scandal of corruption.
In the few years I met him
during the regular Conference
of Rulers meetings, I found him
to be humble, well-read, easily
approachable and willing to
engage,” Lim recalled fondly.

differences, we shared a
belief that there must be
decentralisation of power by
respecting state rights and the
inalienable right of local people
to decide their own local affairs.
Most importantly we uphold
the Federation of Malaysia
agreement, as enshrined in the
Federal Constitution, of the
special rights and position of
Sabah and Sarawak as one of
the three entities together with
Peninsular Malaya that founded
Malaysia,” he added.

In closing, Lim said: “Rest
in Peace Tan Sri, you have done

shocked by his sudden demise “Despite

our  political

your duty to all Sarawakians.”

AROUND TOWN |

ART EXHIBITION

BOTANICA CT is hosting an art exhibition by
local artist Charles R until Jan 20 from 11am to
10pm daily at Botanica Mansion, 156, Jalan
Sungai Air Putih, Bandar Baru Air Putih in Ba-
lik Pulau. Admission is free. Details, contact
04-8662339

PROJECT GRANT

APPLY for the Think City grants programme,
which is open for application until Jan 31, for
projects involving urban regeneration, restora-
tion of heritage buildings, building communities
ties, research or cultural mapping, environment
protection or helping the lower-income groups.
Application form is available in English and
Bahasa Malaysia. Details, log on to www.
thinkcity.com.my or email tegrants @thinkcity.
com.my.

ZUMBA AND AKIDO

JOIN the Zumba Toning sessions every Monday
from 6.30pm to 7.30pm at Udini Square in
Gelugor. There will also be Akido sessions on
Tuesdays (8.30pm to 10.pm) and Saturdays (3pm

to 4.30pm). Details, call the Udini Square man-
agement (04-2915477).

LION DANCE

JOIN line dance sessions every Friday from
8.15pm to 9.45pm and piloxing (a combination
of pilates and boxing workout ) every Sunday
from Spm to 6pm at Udini Square. Details, call
the Udini Square management (04-2915477).

MEDITATION MUSEUM

A NEW unique museum in Penang offers free
courses for self-development. It is situated at
674-H Jalan Kebun Bunga (opp Gandhi Ash-
ram). For details contact Helen at 04-2288209 /
013 4301229.

MASS AEROBICS PENANG
PENANG Metropolitan Aerobics and Fitness
Association is holding mass aerobics sessions
on Sundays at SPICE Centre, and at Taman
Metropolitian in Relau at 6pm on Thursdays and
Saturdays. For details, call Ahmad (012-
4738500), or look up metropolitian-aerobics on
Facebook.
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A huge contrast in work progress after the Chief Minister ordered the

JKR contractor to buck up.

Penang

‘memang boleh’

ONE week given to complete
Vale of Tempe repairs but
work completed within four
days!

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng was not satisfied when
the repair works of the Vale
of Tempe was not completed
as scheduled.

He made a site visit on Jan
10 and ordered the work to
be completed within a week.
However, the work was
completed within four days
and now users can heave a
sigh of relief because the
road is open to traffic again.

Earlier, a lot of grouses
from road users were aired
on social media and on the
ground.

Balakrishnan Thevar said
on Facebook in response
to the visit: “I am living
somewhere at Vale of Tempe.
Everyday using this road..
What I can see is that the
contractor is not professional
at all to handle this road
repairing project. Very poor
progress. It looks like this
contractor is very new to
handle this kind of project.”

Lim said if Fukuoka, Japan
could repair its damaged
highway due to a vast
sinkhole in one week, there is
no reason we cannot repair a

much smaller damage.

Lim visited the site at
Vale of Tempe where the
Guillemard Dam is located
on Jan 10. “I want this to be
completed and I am giving the
order as the Chief Minister
to the contractor and JKR in
front of the exco member for
Public Works, Public Utilities
and Transportation, YB Lim
Hock Seng,” Lim had said
then.

Hock Seng briefed the
press on the reasons given by
JKR and the contractor for
the delay.

However, Guan Eng said:
“These are excuses. We know
if we want the work done, it
can be done quickly. I know
this is not easy to accept but
this is my duty as the Chief
Minister to see that work is
completed immediately.”

Before Guan Eng left, he
said: “In one week, I want to
return and see that the road is
repaired.”

He was glad when the road
was completed within four
days after his visit.

“As a  people-centric
government, when the people
raise their concerns on the
inconvenience caused, we
listen and we get down to
solve the matter,” he said.



n N EWS January 16 - 31, 2017

Appointment of coordinating

officers in BN seats

Story by Tanushalini Mo-
roter
Pix by Shum Jian Wei

TWELVE coordinating
officers (PPK) were appointed
on Jan 6 in constituencies
held by the opposition.
These officers will serve
as a medium to convey
the Penang government’s
policies and also to execute
its programmes in the zones
held by Barisan Nasional.
“Penang recorded a budget
surplus of RM574 million in
a span of eight years (2008-
2015) which exceeds the
budget surplus of RM373
million during BN’s rule of
50 years (1957-2007),” said
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng

during the appointment of the
PPK.Lim added that the PPKs
hold great responsibility in
the state government and
thus they have to carry out
their duties with justice,
equality and integrity and
their performance will
be measured under Key
Performance Index (KPI).
“In 2016, the Pakatan
Harapan government gave
importance to the state’s
Islamic religious matters and
allocated RM56.2 million
for it. Productivity in fish
farming has also increased

drastically from 2,714.60
metric tonnes in 2007 to
28,964.95 metric tonnes

in 2015. Penang was once
called the dirtiest city but is
now one of the cleanest and
greenest states in the country

All the PPKs in a group photo with Lim.

and also a safe place to live,”
he added.
Also present were Deputy

Chief Minister 1 Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon
and exco for Religious

Consumer
Abdul Malik Kassim.

affairs, Domestic Trade and
Affairs Datuk
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Jagdeep (front row, centre) and Goh (right) joining house buyers for a group photograph after the

key handing over ceremony.

Penang gets serious
on affordable

housing

THE state government has
always prioritised the provision
of various types of affordable
housing, ranging from Type
A to Type C; priced from
RM42,000 to RM300,000.

“It should be noted that
the Penang state government
during the period from 2008
to 2016 has built 11,487 units
of housing Type A and 9,400

PINJAMAN MIKRO KREDIT

PROJEK TITIAN SAKSAMA
RAKYAT (PTSR)
NEGERI PULAU PINANG

SYARAT KELAYAKAN

+ Warganegara Malaysia berumur antara 18-60 tahun * Berniaga dan menetap di Pulau Pinang
+ Mempunyai lesen perniagaan dan telah berniaga sekurang-kurangnya 6 bulan

HUBUNGI: Unit PTSR, Bahagian Pembangunan Usahawan, Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang

Bangunan Tun Dr. Lim Chong Eu, No.1, Persiaran Mahsuri, Bandar Bayan Baru, Bayan Lepas, Pulau Pinang

RM1,000 - RM6,000 (PINJAMAN PERTAMA)
TEMPOH BAYARAN BALIK 1 TAHUN
TANPA FAEDAH

MAKSIMA RM20,000 (PINJAMAN KALI KE-2, KE-3 & KE-4)
TEMPOH BAYARAN BALIK 2 TAHUN
8% FAEDAH SETAHUN

TE|Z 04'634 01 1 1 (samb: 141/125/182/354/479) Faks: 04-642 6916

units of housing Type B,
namely a total of 20,887 units
of affordable housing.

“This figure is a four-fold
increase from the number of
affordable housing built in the
similar period before 2008;
whereby only 4,355 units of
affordable housing type A
and 769 units of affordable
housing type B, were built by
the previous administration,”
exco for Housing and Town
& Country Planning Jagdeep
Singh said at the Idaman Selasih
key hand-over ceremony in
Bayan Lepas on Jan 14.

Jagdeep also thanked the
private sector, like Ideal
Property Group, the developer
of Idaman Selasih,which has
continued to assist the Penang
state government in its efforts to
ensure the provision of various
types of affordable housing.

Also present at the event
was Ideal Property Group chief
operating officer Goh Teng
Whoo, general manager of
Ideal Property Group Kathryn
Liang and representatives from
Koperasi Tunas Muda Sungai
Ara.



Property market

remains optimistic

Story by Chan Lilian

THE Penang Property Summit
2017 will be held for the third
consecutive year, this time from
March 10-12.

A media and marketing launch
was held at Majestic Theatre on
Jan 6.

Exco member for Housing
and Town & Country Planning
Jagdeep Singh, Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP) chief
Datuk Maimunah Shariff, managing director
of Penevents Sdn Bhd Ong Ban Seang and
Michael Geh (pix), senior partner of Raine &
Horne International and advisor to Penang
Property Summit 2017 were in attendance.

Geh also made a presentation on the Penang
property outlook.

“If we look at the property market today,
the Penang property market has remained
active throughout 2016 despite a slight dip
in volume and value. The overall Penang
property transactions that included residential,
commercial, industrial, agricultural and
development land were at 13,539 units worth
RM&6.85 billion up to the third quarter of 2016.
If we look at residential property transactions,
it totalled 9,899 units for the first three-quarters
of 2016 with a total value of RM4 billion,” Geh

said.

“There is also high optimism
amongst the public on the state’s
good governance and upcoming
major infrastructure plans that
can only bring positive changes.
Projects such as the Penang
Transport Master Plan (PTMP)
which includes LRT plans will
enable better connectivity and
further drive demand for the
property sector. This transportation
plan will enable better connectivity
for the whole state,” he added.

“My prediction for 2017 is that transaction
figures will see an increase as optimism remains
high and property values remain high. If Bank
Negara relaxes the housing loan requirements,
the market will move again. The PTMP will
be the catalyst for Penang’s property market.
The APDL was also released in the third and
fourth quarter of 2016, which will allow more
transactions to be recorded,” he said.

On a positive note, Geh predicted an increase
in residential property transactions in the first
quarter of this year by about 5%.

“I am expecting Penang to record about
RM1.13 billion worth of transactions for 2,527
units within the first quarter of this year itself.
The market will remain robust especially in the
secondary market which is more active than the
primary market with a ratioof 5to 1.”

New jerse

S for the Panthers

Lim (second from left) holding the LGE jersey at the launch.

The FA of Penang launched the new
jerseys for the state team at the City
Stadium on Jan 13.

Deputy Chief Minister 1 Datuk
Mohd. Rashid Hasnon and Penang team
manager Zairil Khir Johari were at the
City Stadium with other officials and
fans.

The Penang state team, led by coach
Ashley Westwood who is former
Manchester United player, was also
present at the event.

A boria performance entertained the
crowd before the jerseys were unveiled
by Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng.

The state team will wear the blue
colour jersey for its home matches while
the away strip is white.

Details of where to purchase the jerseys
and their prices will be announced later.

Meanwhile, fans will have to wait till
they can get their own jersey.

Lim was presented with a jersey with
his name LGE.
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AKeslaeinces
1.Storey Terrace Homes
Desaria, Sungai Ara, Panang

GAYA HIDUP IMPIAN PENUH KEHIJAUAN

Stramax Residences - menawarkan gaya kehidupan yang anda idamankan dengan
persekitaran penuh kehijauan dan aman, diserikan dengan rimbunan pepohon,
udara pagi yang nyaman dan suasana gemersik alam semula jadi yang mengasyikkan.

Terletak di lokasi ideal dan eksklusif

Stramax Residences terletak di skim perumahan Desaria, Sungai Ara, Pulau Pinang.
lanya berhampiran dengan Zon Perindustrian Bebas, Jambatan Pertama dan Kedua
Pulau Pinang.

. E i
. - ...

PEGANGAN BEBAS | Luas binaan dari : 2960 kps

CIRI-CIRI EKSKLUSIF :

e 5 Bilik Tidur + 4 Bilik Air

® Ruang dapur dengan rekaan unik

® Ruang tempat letak kenderaan
untuk 2 kereta

® Kehijauan luas dengan taman besar

® Ruang Tamu + Ruang Makan + 2
Ruang Keluarga

® Balkoni + Lanai + Teres

® Sistem keselamatan terunggul

® Rumah kelab lengkap dengan
pelbagai kemudahan
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04-646 9022
011-3301 7101

www.palmex-property.com

nit Tklan dan Jualan : 6237-23/04-2017/01437(P)
)10 ihak Berkuasa
March 2018 ® Hargz
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"' PALMEX INDUTRIES SDN. BHD. (141441
L] 302-H-1, Jalan Dato Ismail Hashim, Desaria, 11900 Sungai Ara, Penang.
101 PROPERTIES Fax : 04-644 8623 Email : sales@palmex-property.com
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No. Lesen Pemaju : 6237-23/04-2017:01437(L)
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Tempoh Sah : 10/04/2016 - 09/04:2017 ® No.
10/04/2016 - 09/04/2017 ® Tempol has @ No.
‘banan Tanah : Nil ® Jum|
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‘maklumat terkandung di sini termasuk spesifikasi, pelan, ukuran dan ilustrasi adalah tertakluk pada perubahan tanpa sebarang notis seperti yang dikehendaki oleh
pihak berkuasa atau perunding pemaju dan tidak membentuk serta tidak boleh menjadi sebahagian daripada tawaran atau kontrak. Semua ukuran adalah anggaran
dan ilustrasi adalah imaginasi pelukis semata-mata.
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Chow on Paya Terubon

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

EXCO for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow said
work on the alternative road link-
ing Lebuhraya Thean Teik in
Bandar Baru Air Itam to Lebuh
Bukit Jambul is progressing on
schedule.

The 6km-long paired road via
Jalan Bukit Kukus is 27.5% com-
plete.

“The project, which began on
Jan 15, 2016, is slated to be com-
pleted on Jan 14,2019.

“It will comprise a dual car-
riageway with a bicycle lane,
walkway and LED streetlights
along the whole stretch,” he said
during a site visit in conjunction
with his “Listening Tour” on Jan
11.

Accompanying him was Paya
Terubong assemblymember Yeoh
Soon Hin.

The current access linking the
same two points via Jalan Paya
Terubong is 5.2km long.

Chow said the number of vehi-
cles using Jalan Paya Terubong
now is 60,000 per day.

“Once the alternative route is
completed in 2019, there will be a
reduction of 30% of vehicles using
the existing road. This would even-
tually reduce to 50%.

“On a normal day, travelling
time on the new road would be
shorter by 15 minutes compared to
the old route,” he added.

On another issue, Chow said the
revival project of the market-cum-
hawker complex in Paya Terubong,
developed by Patsifit Construction
Sdn Bhd, was 25% complete.

“The four-storey complex will
have a community hall on the
ground floor, a wet market, dry
market and a hawker centre,” he
said.

“The wet market will have 60
stalls while the dry market will
consist of 50 stalls and the hawker
centre will have 51 stalls,” he said,
adding that the complex would also
have over 80 parking lots.

Chow said the complex, which
will be completed at the end of the
year, would be disabled friendly.

On issues in the Paya Terubong
area, Chow said the collapsed 30m
concrete bank along Sungai Don-
dang in Lebuh Rambai 1 would be
fixed within the year.

“It will cost less than

Sunway City general manager
(Property Development Division)
Lim Beng Hoe briefed the media
members on the development pro-
ject that will take place on the site.

RM?200,000 and will be funded by
the state. The bank collapsed due
to heavy rainfall and erosion in
October last year,” he said.

Chow said another matter to be
solved was the faulty lifts in Taman
Wayton which needed to be
changed.

“The seven lifts in the four-flat
blocks have not been changed
since the flats were built 30 years
ago.

“The management has request-
ed for the 80:20 scheme under the
Housing Assistance Programme of
Penang Yes! (Happy!) to fund the
RM1.5mil project.

“The management has collected
enough for the 20% and is waiting
for the state government’s ap-
proval of the balance 80% in fund-
ing,” he added.

The need to install more exer-
cise equipment and build a toilet
in the Taman Beriksa neighbour-

Residents spending time at the Farlim, Beriksa Neigbourhood Park.

hood park in Air Itam was also
brought up.

Chow and Yeoh also visited an
underprivileged family at the Alor
Vista apartment in Relau.

The sole breadwinner of the
family, R. Muniappan, 38, who is
alorry driver, has been on medical
leave for the past seven months
after meeting with an accident.

Muniappan has three children,
aged between eight and 14.

Two of them have learning dif-
ficulties while the eldest has bowel
issues and needs to use diapers.

During the visit, Yeoh provided
the family with a month’s supply
of diapers.

The listening tour also visited
the site which was formerly the Lee
Rubber Factory.

People who live in the vicinity
still recall how horrible the smell

of rubber was many years ago.

Under the Pakatan Harapan
state government, after much ne-
gotiations the factory is no longer
operating there.

Sunway City general manager
(Property Development Division)
Lim Beng Hoe (pix) briefed the
media members on the develop-
ment project that will take place on
the site.

In summing up the listening
tour, Chow said the state govern-
ment is always willing and open to
feedbacks from the public.

“Through this channel, those
concerned will be able to act on
complaints and suggestions by
residents.

“We will do whatever is possi-
ble to improve their livelihood and
make Penang a smart and intelli-
gence city,” he added.
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Turning
passion into
a career

Story by Tanushalini Moroter
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE graduation ceremony of “Business Baking
Classes 2.0”, where Women Bridgade of
Komtar partnered with Say Cakes Sdn Bhd to
organise them, was held on Jan 9.

“The priority is for women, especially single
mothers and housewives, to earn extra income
and also to equip them with baking skills and
business knowledge,” said Komtar assembly-
emember Teh Lai Heng during his speech at the
event.

The participation fee was reduced from RM
3800 to RM1500 to make it affordable for all.

“I sincerely hope more women in Penang
will grab this opportunity to learn and turn their
interest in baking into a new career.” Teh
added.

Also present was director and cake artist of
Say Cakes Sdn.Bhd Andies Teh.

An array of cake on display,

LOOKING FOR
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Andies (third from left),
Teh (fourth from left) and
the participants giving the
thumbs-up on the suc-
cess of the programme.
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No entry to the Air ltam Dam until further notice.

PERBADANAN Bekalan Air
Pulau Pinang Sdn Bhd (PBAPP)
requests the public to refer to Kek
Lok Si temple management regard-
ing repairs to a slope that was hit
by a landslide last Oct 29.

Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa, chief
executive officer of PBA Holdings

Bhd (PBAHB) and PBAPP, said
this in a statement on Jan 12 in
response to claims by certain par-
ties.

The landslide occurred on land
belonging to Kek Lok Si Temple.

It deposited large boulders, soil
and vegetation on a section of Jalan

Empangan Air Itam which is under
the jurisdiction of the Public Works
Department (JKR).

After a meeting on Nov 21 at
the Penang Chief Minister’s office,
the Kek Lok Si Temple agreed to
repair the slope.

“PBAPP s controlling access at
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the road in the interests of public
safety until the slope is properly
stabilised. Recently, there were
several press reports quoting Pen-
ang Gerakan spokesman Cheang
Chee Gooi as stating that he had
written to us requesting for the road
to be repaired as soon as possible.”
Jaseni said.

“The danger lies with the unsta-
ble slope above the road, and not
the road itself. The responsibility
to repair the slope rests with the
Kek Lok Si Temple because the
slope is located on land belonging
to the temple. Any queries on the
slope repair works should rightly
be directed to the Kek Lok Si Tem-
ple, and not PBAPP,” he added.

On Nov 16, Penang state geo-
technical consultant Datuk Dr. Gue
See Sew visited the site of the
landslide with exco member Lim
Hock Seng, Air Itam assembly-

Mohd. Faiz Subri, who made
the whole nation proud by
winning the Puskas award,
was in Komtar on Jan 18
to collect his RM50,000 re-
ward from the Chief Minis-
ter. He had earlier received
RM10,000 when he scored
the miracle goal. Dressed
in Penang's latest jersey,
Mohd. Faiz said he will
be focussing on his
training instead of cel-

ebrating his windfall.

Slope
repair
under
Kek
Lok Si

member Wong Hon Wai and
PBAPP chief operating officer
Chong Meng Choon.

“Datuk Dr. Gue concluded that
it was unsafe to re-open the road to
the public until the landslide area
is repaired and made good. PBAPP
has been controlling access at Jalan
Empangan Air Itam because public
safety is the main concern. Until
the slope is verified to be safe, this
road will remain closed to the gen-
eral public. Meanwhile, residents
with passes issued by PBAPP are
allowed to use the road at their own
risk.

“Special arrangements have also
been made to allow PBAPP, TNB
and Telekom personnel to access
the dam for work purposes. Al-
though these arrangements may be
inconvenient, we must prioritise
public safety and facilitate the slope
repair works,” Jaseni said.
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‘Aged =
economy
status’
concern

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Penang state government is
always working closely with vil-
lage development and security
committees (JKKKs) and health
organisations to ensure health of
residents are taken care of.

“Especially so involving those
who have retired, but still need to
support their family. If this group
cannot continue to work, it will
affect the ‘aged economy status’,”
Padang Kota assemblymember
Chow Kon Yeow said in his speech
on Jan 8 when launching the Pa-
dang Kota health exhibition and
blood donation programme at Ja-
lan Kedah flats.

The function was organised by
JKKKs of Pykett Avenue and Pa-
dang Kota with the co-operation
of Gleaneagles Medical Centre.

Chow, who is also exco for Lo-
cal Government, Flood Mitigation
and Traffic Management, hoped
the 200 residents concerned will
benefit from the various activities
at the function, namely blood
pressure checks, glucose test,
body mass index and CPR training.

He added that the four JKKKs
in the Padang Kota constituency
are closely knit.

“JKKKs have a very important
role to play in disseminating in- ]
formation and concerns of the « Al it i
state government to all residents. o '

“This will ensure that the well-
being of residents is always be
monitored and taken care of,” he
said.

At the function, Chow also pre-
sented certificates of appreciation
to all organisations involved in the
health exhibition and blood dona- Far e fnfa =
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Putrajaya urged to
postpone EMC to 2020

Story by Chan Lilian

THE Penang state exco at its
recent meeting urged the fed-
eral government to delay
implementation of the Em-
ployer Mandatory Commit-
ment (EMC) till 2020.

The EMC was scheduled to
come into effect on Jan 1 this
year but Putrajaya postponed
its implementation to 2018
after feedback from stake-
holders.

“The EMC must be post-
poned till 2020 when the
economy is better. Now is not
the right time. The Penang
state government urges the
federal government to delay

the EMC till the economy is
better. Now the economy is
going down and may face
uncertainties when Donald
Trump becomes the president
of the United States of Amer-
icaon Jan 21,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said in a press
conference attended by sev-
eral exco members on Jan 11
in Komtar.

Lim also hit out at the In-
ternational Trade and Indus-
try Minister IT Datuk Seri
Ong Ka Chuan.

“The TPPA (Trans Pacific
Partnership Agreement) is
dead. It is extinct and doesn’t
exist. However we have a
minister who still believes

Donald Trump will continue
with it. It looks like Ong is
too detached from reality. We
urge the federal government
to delay the implementation
of EMC. The levy of the for-
eign workers should not be
borne by employers. Bear in
mind that foreign workers
send back to their countries
RM50-RM60 billion a year.
That is foreign exchange
losses.

“The EMC will mean local
employers have to come up
with RMS5 billion. It is a loss
for Malaysia. Why lose RM5
billion especially when times
are bad? Not now, now is the
wrong timing,” Lim said.

DIDAPATI DI
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Additional
highlights

at Hot Air
Balloon Fiesta

WHAT better way to celebrate the Chinese New Year festivities
and holidays that to take a balloon ride over Padang Polo.

THE Penang Hot Air Balloon Fiesta, which will be held on
Feb 4 and 5 from 7am to 9.30pm, promises a fun and exciting day
out for everyone.

The highlight of the event is 15 colourful hot air balloons
displayed during the morning and evening sessions.

There will also be “Night Glow” shows featuring 10 balloons
lighted up with music and light accompaniment to fascinate
spectators.

Several international balloonists from Netherlands, Belgium,
Brazil, Japan, Philippines and Thailand will participate and spe-
cial shaped balloons will be featured.

Over this two-day event, ticketed tethered balloon rides will
be available where one can go up as high as 60 feet.

There will also be the “cold inflation” activity where anyone
can walk into a balloon envelope that’s filled with cold air as it
lies on the ground.

In addition, F&B stalls and family friendly activities will be
available throughout the event such as inflatables, creative work-
shops, paddle boat rides on a huge pool, reverse bungees for adults
and kids, giant trampoline and more!

For updates, visit www.penanghotairballoonfiesta.com

Overflowing
of blessings at
Ponggal

PONGGAL which fell on Jan 14 is celebrated by Indians ir-
respective of religion. The festivity was in the air in Penang
when the Indian community dressed in traditional clothes boiled
pots of milk over charcoal fires beneath sugar canes.

Now, other races too have joined in the rice harvest festival
as a sign that in Penang, religious harmony is embraced by the
people.

On Jan 15, exco member for Housing and Town & Planning
Jagdeep Singh sponsored the Ponggal celebration at SJK (T)
Ramakrishna.

Co-organised by Persatuan Hindudarma Mamandram Penang,
children and other visitors had a good time.

In a short speech, Jagdeep said: “I hope this tradition will
be carried out annually. I thank the Persatuan Hindudrama
Mamandram and will support their programmes to provide
education to the children here.”

When the milk flavoured with spices, rice, raisins and other
ingredient boiled over, shouts of “Ponggalo Ponggal” signified
a new beginning with overflowing blessings.
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Chow (centre) holding the map of George Town with details of the S10 catchment area together with Sabri (left)

and Addnan.

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

EXCO member for Local Gov-
ernment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow on Jan 9 announced that a
total of 47 hotspots prone to flash
floods have been identified
throughout the state.

In order to overcome and help
reduce incidents of flash floods in
the main 11 hotspots with a high
density population and potential
huge loss of property, the state

A ‘Golden
Thaipusam’
in Penang

THE Penang Hindu Endowment
Board’s (PHEB) first ever chariot,
the Golden Chariot, is all set to be
launched this coming Thaipusam.

The Golden Chariot or the of-
ficial Chariot of Penang Thai-
pusam will begin its journey from
the Sri Mahamariamman temple
on Queen Street on Feb 8 at Sam
and proceed on a 9km journey to
Sri Arulmigu Balathandayuthapa-
ni Murugan temple (Hilltop tem-
ple) and will arrive there around
midnight.

“This coming Thaipusam we
will be witnessing the historical
journey of the Golden Chariot. All
Hindus in Penang will have owner-
ship over the chariot. It was agreed
in a meeting with the police yes-
terday that PHEB and the Chettiars
would manage and organise their
respective chariots separately. The
historical assertion of the majority
of Hindus in Penang in the form of
the Golden Chariot is not the final
one, there are more rectification
campaigns in the pipeline,” said
Deputy Chief Minister II Prof P.
Ramasamy, who is also PHEB
chairman, during a press confer-
ence on the launch of the Golden
Chariot.

Also present were PHEB dep-
uty chairman A.Thanasekaran,
Hilltop temple chairman R. Sub-
ramaniam, PHEB secretary R.
Surentharan and PHEB committee
member P. Kuvenaraju.

L

$

(From left) Kuvenaraju, Thanasekaran and Ramasamy speaking on the launch of the Golden Chariot.
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Concerted
efforts to curb
flash floods

Department of Irrigation and
Drainage (JPS) has been instruct-
ed to coordinate flood mitigation
projects in the state.

Both the state and federal
governments have each come up
with RM150 million for JPS to
carry out its 2017 flood mitigation
projects.

According to Chow, the flood-
ing problem in inner George
Town will be reduced drastically
after the RM6.7mil flood mitiga-
tion project in the S10 catchment
area is completed by August next
year.

“The project also includes the
construction of a twin-box culvert
and a box culvert that will run
parallel along Jalan Dr Lim
Chwee Leong. The other impor-
tant components of this project
are the two sump units in Jalan
Dr Lim Chwee Leong and three
transition structure units,” he
said.

The S10 catchment area covers
112.8ha that encompasses 12
flood-prone areas in Pintal Tali
Road, Cintra Street, Kimberley
Street, Chulia Street, Muntri
Street, Love Lane, Carnarvon
Street, Prangin Lane, Victoria
Street, Phee Choon Road, Trans-
fer Road and Dickens Street.

Also present was state JPS
director Sabri Abdul Mulok and
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) Engineering Department
director Addnan Mohd Razali.
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PENANG
HoTAIR Y
BALLOON 7
FIESTA 29/ 7

4 &5 FEBRUARY AT PADANG POLO PENANG

(!j!’ Balloon activities
| Morning |

7.30am -10.30am

y Other activities
*f L 7.00am - 9.30pm

(!j!) Balloon activities
[ __Evening |

6.00pm - 9.00pm

For more info

www.penanghotairballoonfiesta.com

irbal i «com FB: Penang Hot Air Balloon Fiesta ‘where the exotoment never o nds.
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m I N F@ January 16 - 31, 2017

Nama ADUN

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

No Tel/ No Faks

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI

YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131
ramasamy@penang.gov.m F) 04-383 9131
PADANG KOTA

YB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 -226 0218
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 -226 0218
BATU MAUNG

YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim T) 04 - 626 1968
abdmalik@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 626 5496
BAGAN JERMAL

YB Lim Hock Seng T) 04-3317175
limhockseng@penang.gov.my F) 04-3317175
BATU LANCHANG

YB Law Heng Kiang T) 04 - 282 6419
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.m F) 04 - 282 6419
SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04 -2620860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my: 012 -480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.m

%T 04 - 588 0818

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.m

F; 04 - 588 0885
}T

Fg 04 - 828 0926

04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK

YB Lee Khai Loon T) 013 - 399 0519
kllee78@gmail.com F) 04-551 1442
TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04 - 594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee . _ 04 -250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 - 250 1523
BAGAN DALAM

YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy T) 04 - 323 5870
atana@first.net.my F) 04 - 323 5870
KEBUN BUNGA

YB Cheah Kah Peng T) 04 - 826 5451
kebunbunga24@gmail.com F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

%T

04 - 582 7549
04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

F
}T; 04 - 227 7068
F

04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com

}T

04 - 226 5217
04 -227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

F
m 04 - 398 4226
04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkroktfengah@gmail.com

F
}T% 04 - 508 3977
04 - 508 3677

buletin

L
yitisiara

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
PENAGA . PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ramli Omar ) 012 - 487 3070
ramliomarS3@gmail.com
BERTAM BERTAM
YB Shariful Azhar Othman [T} 012-411 4690 Asrol Sani Abdul Razak 013 - 580 6981
F) 04-5758670 asrolpkb@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL L PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haji Roslan Saidin T) 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019 - 437 2887
04 - 397 3555 muhasdey@gmail.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid [T} 04-573 4630 Fahmi Abu Bakar 013-488 1601
F) 04-573 4630 mudiram@gmail.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Ro?l% QH%s§gn 5 019 - 410 5990
rosli @yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR . TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid m 04 - 351 2873 Mustafa Kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
jahara.hamid@gmail.com F) 04 - 351 4389 mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin : 012-594 1515
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my [F} 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Azrul Mahathir Aziz . 017 - 5941976
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com
PULAU BETONG PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 i -
[HO4-BE 4505 || Menhiammnatt o 01775707500
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Hoedan Ayoob [T 04 -866 1760 Halil Sabri Homid 017 - 460 4849
04 -866 1821 halilsabri.nsh@gmail.com

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103

OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101

HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
04-263 7000

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893

SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957

NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300

IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Cenfre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340
EPF 04-226 1000
SOCSO 04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA

KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA

FERI (GEORGETOWN)
( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP
BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga :012 - 4451767 - Muazah

N2 Bertam :012 - 466 9681 - Fatimah Bakar

N3 Pinang : 017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin
Tunggal

N4 Pematal :012 - 505 1334 - Farrah Erika
Berangan

N5 SungaiDua :016 - 412 8588 - Zuhair

Né }elok Air :012 - 475 4326 - Mohd. Zamri
awar

N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee

Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Iélong Kian
eng
N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
Bunga Eong

N25 Pulau Tikus

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah

N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

F
m 04 - 538 2871

04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
drjiayabalan@gmail.com

%T; 04 - 656 2605
F

04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer a/l Rajdiji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ m 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

N8 Bagan :013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon
Jermal Keong
N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan
Dalam
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Jaya Mohd. Iskander
N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal
Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N1é6 Perai : 04 - 383 9131 - Sri Sangar
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor
N19 Jawi :017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai :0111-508 0215 - Siti Hajar
Acheh Abdul Aziz
N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina

Chee
N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’'ng Chin
Kota Keat
N28 KOMTAR :012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang
010 - 811 7300 - Razin
N29 Datok 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
Keramat
N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Shuen
Pinang
N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
Lancang
N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James
N33 Air ltam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet
N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
Terubong Lee
016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
N35 Batu Uban :016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
N3é Pantai : 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Jerejak Shamsudin
N37 Batu :019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman
Maung 016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
N38 Bayan Lepas: 010 - 773 2395 - Firdaus
N39 Pulau : 012 - 464 3004 - Aidi Akhbal
Betong
N40 Telok :017 - 413 5695 - Johan Abu
Bahang Bakar



SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

January 16 - 31,2017 °

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

ihE®] 15 |

MPSP 2017
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewargane garaan
David Marshel a/! 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
el eleliielr 1. | Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Ahmad Azrizal Tahir Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 019 - 541 4818
No.1, Jalan Relau,
Balik Pulau.
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
Kumar a/l Kanapathy 04 - 323 8757
Ol6 - 407 6058 4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP , 019 - 4572271
Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079
el Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
S. A. Veerasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 012 - 451 5938
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 S U2, Jeoevt
Nota:
Tan Chee Teong 012-401 7718 Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
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Moulmein Rise

car park
resolved

Story by Tanushalini Moroter
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE car park conflict surrounding the
Moulmein Rise Luxury Suite at Pulau
Tikus have been rectified by Pulau Tikus
assemblymember Yap Soo Huey..

The space where the suite is built ini-
tially was a parking space with 90 car
park lots.

Thus, there were some issues brought
up by the people in the neighbourhood
stating that this project will lead to inad-
equate parking space for the public.

They also claimed it will cause traffic
congestion.

“There are a total of 90 car park lots
(including one for the disabled) in the
basement car park, which is the same as
the number of lots in the private open-air

issues

car park that was formerly on this site.
This basement car park with 90 lots is
open to the public,” Yap said in a press
conference on Jan 11.

“Moulmien Rise will enforce a strict
policy of no seasonal parking to ensure
that this basement car park will be open
to public use all the time, to discourage
parking for long hours and to encourage
high turnover,” she added.

The basement car park will be man-
aged by Secure Parking and will be open
to the public from 7am till midnight
daily.

Parking rates will be RM2 for the first
hour and RM2 for every subsequent hour.

However, in view of the upcoming
Chinese New Year and an anticipated
greater demand for parking in this area,
the Moulmien Rise basement car park
will start its operations with an opening

moLJELdeES ONEE

From left Goh, Yap and Liew at the basement car park provided for the public.

promotion from now until Feb 28.
During this promotion, the car park
operations will start earlier at 6am and
parking rates will be RM2 for the first
hour and RM1 for every subsequent hour.

Also present were Alexius Liew, Prop-
erty Management manager of Belleview
Group and Ivan Goh, assistant general
manager of Secure Parking Corporation
Sdn Bhd.

villa
PR

SEBERANG JAYA

MERO

GATED & GUARDED COMMUNITY
PENANG

Kejiranan Pilihan

Terinsipirasi oleh gaya, elegan dan rekabentuk untuk
HASE hidup selesa, memiliki sebuah rumah di Villa Primero

adalah keseronokan sendir.

v Berdekatan dengan Lebuhraya Utara-Selatan serta

Lebuhraya Butterworth - Kulim

v Berhampiran dengan pasar raya besar seperti :
Aeon Big, Tesco Extra & Sunway Camival Mall
v KOMUNITI BERPAGAR & 24 JAM SEKURITI

Balki
10 yunit

Rumah Berkembar
2-Tingkat

Luas Binaan : 2,647 kp.
Luas Tanah : 2,777 kp. (min)
4,407 kp. (mak)

Harga Minima
Harga Maksima

- RM 1,136,000
- RM 1,301,000

Rumah Teres
2-Tingkat

Luas Binaan : 1,775 kp.
Luas Tanah

Harga Minima
Harga Maksima

2-Tingkat

Luas Binaan
Luas Tanah

: 4,640 kp.
: 9,396 kp. (min)
9,666 kp. (mak)

: 1,442 kp. (min)
2,831 kp. (mak)

Harga Minima
Harga Maksima

Rumah Bungalow - A

- RM 2,607,000
- RM 2,642,000

W2 Byt

Rumah Bungalow - B
2-Tingkat

Luas Binaan : 3,735 kp.
Luas Tanah : 5,705 kp. (min)
6,770 kp. (mak)

Harga Minima
Harga Maksima

- RM 1,859,000
- RM 1,997,000

Pembeli - p
sila hubungi:

Bahagian Perumahan,

Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri,
Paras 20, KOMTAR 10503 Pulau Pinang
Tel: 04-6505 242 Fax: 04-2622 904

beli Bumip yang

+604 - 324 8052
012 - 427 5677
011 - 2002 5588

Pemaju :
WIJAYA BANDAR BINA SDN. BHD.

A00678-K

4655, Jalan Permatang Pauh, 13400 Butterworth,

Seberang Peral Utara, Penang, Malaysia.
Fax: 604 -323 3287
Email: info@metrogroups.com.my

No. Lesen Pemaju : 8509-4/08-2017/02303(L) * Tempch Sah : 8/8/2016 - 7/8/2017 = No. Permit Iklan dan Jualan : 8508-4/08-2017/02303(P) * Tempoh Sah : 8/8/2016 - 7/68/2017 » No. Kelulusan Pelan Bangunan : Bil. Pelan 1{A-N) dim MPSP/10/20-34/23 * Pelan
Bangunan Diluluskan Oleh : Majlis Bandaran Seberang Perai + Tarikh Jangka Siap : September 2017 » Beban Tanah : AmBank (M) Berhad + Jenis Pegangan Tanah : Pegangan Bebas «
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Electoral Reform:
The New Frontier for
Gender Equallty

The Penang Women’s
Development
Corporation,
PWDC’s work on
gender and electoral
reform has been
recently highlighted
in New Zealand.
Jennifer Curtin
from the University
of Auckland had
written an article
in the November
2016 edition of the Jennifer Curtin

New Zealand Political

Studies Association (NZPSA) journal, Women
Talking Politics (WTP), based on her paper and
presentation at the PWDC’s National Conference on
Gender and Electoral Reform: Making A Difference
which took place last August.

In her article, “Reflecting on Gender and
Electoral Reform”, Curtin noted that historically it
has been rare to have gender equality and electoral
reform “bound together” in the same platform. She
highlighted that “case studies and aggregate level
cross-national comparisons indicate consistently
that countries with proportional or mixed systems
are more likely to result in women’s representation
reaching 30 per cent (Castles 1981; Lakeman 1976;
Norris 1985; Rule 1994)” but it was rare to see the use
of electoral reform as an explicit strategy in achieving
gender equality in political representation. In New
Zealand, the transition to a new system, the Mixed
Member Proportional (MMP) system was framed
within a wider scope of inclusivity & diversity in
representation, but she further noted that survey
research later found that 68% of those voted for MMP
in 1993 wanted to see more women in parliament
(Catt 1997). Although the New Zealand electoral
reform was not explicitly framed on gender equality,
many people actually wanted to see more women in
parliament and when given an opportunity, they made
that choice. This is very encouraging phenomenon
and we at PWDC would like to see a positive change
here in Malaysia as well.

Curtin also pointed that at the Penang Conference,
women from diverse political parties recognized
the importance of connecting the efforts to increase
women’s representation in politics and the larger
gender equality agenda with demands for electoral
reform. The conference had agreed on a set of
recommendations which will be taken up and a
practical advocacy tool to underscore the changes
needed at the local, state and national levels through
a multi-pronged and multi-sectoral approach. The
gender quotas are to be promoted as a solution to
recognizing and promoting “capable women” and not
mere tokenism as critics have lauded.

Curtin ended her article with a simple but
compelling statement: “New Zealand should watch
and learn.” Penang is, as always, proud to lead in
this important new area of advocacy towards gender
equality in political decision making through electoral
reform and other measures.

This year, PWDC aims to continue advocacy in
this area at the sub-national and national level. In
view of the forthcoming 14th General Election, it is a
critical time for women and men to make a difference
in ensuring a fairer, more inclusive electoral system
for all.

Participatory Project “Projek Kita”

piloted in the two low-cost flats PPR
Jalan Sungai and PPR Ampangan
is ready for implementation. This
project is an extension of the Gender
Responsive  and  Participatory
Budgeting  (GRPB)  approach
initiated by Penang Women’s
Development Corporation (PWDC)
in collaboration with Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP).

Projek Kita demonstrates the
process of Participatory Budgeting,
where the community especially
women are given the opportunity
and platform to propose ideas on
programme and projects that can
benefit the community based on the
allocated public fund.

The first briefing to the community
took place in August 2016. Two
months after that, the interested
residents proved their worth in
presenting their proposals to the
community and a panel of judges.
Their proposals are either to generate
income to benefit community or into
capacity building of the community.

‘Projek Kita’ piloting
the concept of ¢ part1c1pat0ry
budgeting’ @

January 16 - 31, 2017

Representative from one of the selected groups S|gn|ng the agreement during the
Cheque Presentation for successful recipients from PPR Jalan Sungai and PPR Am-
pangan with CEO PWDC, Ong Bee Leng, accompanied by PWDC Director, Datin
Rohana Abd Ghani (from left); Mayor of MBPP, Dato’ Patahiyah Ismail; Women EXCO
cum Chairperson of PWDC, Chong Eng; President of MPSP, Dato’ Maimunah Mohd
Sharif; ADUN Penanti cum PWDC Director, Norlela Ariffin; and MBPP councillor, Nur
Zarina Zakaria.

The  presentation  session  in
November 2016 saw the community,
especially women, showing diverse
skills in project planning, leadership,
business acumen, and presentation.
Nine out of the 17 groups who had
registered, succeeded in securing the
fund to carry out their projects. A
simple ceremony was held to hand-
over the cheques to the recipients.
With the disbursement, the recipients
will initiate their projects with

monitoring from PWDC. All groups
are to update progress of their
projects and submit financial and
evaluation reports regularly within
the six months timeframe determined
by PWDC.

This initiative is expected to
bear some fruits by June 2017. In
monitoring the progress, PWDC
will also identify gaps for capacity
building with the purpose that the
projects are successful.

The Chief Minister, Lim Guan Eng (7th left), Mayor of Penang Island City Council, Dato’ Patahiyah Ismail (5th left),
Penang Executive Council of Women, Family and Community Development, Chong Eng (6th left), Sungai Pinang
Assemblyperson, Lim Siew Khim (8th left) and PWDC’s Chief Executive Officer Ong Bee Leng (13th left) together
with all female councillors from MBPP (from left) Gan Ay Ling, Grace Teoh Koon Gee, D. R. Kala, Syerleena Abdul
Rashid, Shung Yin Ni, Khoo Salma Nasution, Noor Syazwani Md Amin and Nur Zarina Zakaria.

MBPP now has more than 30 %
female local councillors!

It was a good start for the New Year
2017. Penang Women’s Development
Corporation (PWDC) welcomed the
good news with the appointment of
local councillors for both Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) and
Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP), as the number of women
councillors has achieved an overall
increase from 16.7% to 23% compared
to last year. This is a significant
increase, indeed.

MBPPwith 8 female local
councillors appointed out of 24,
now has more than 33% of female
representatives. This  provides
the community a more diversified
representation and to have their voices
heard. Currently, the Penang state has
a total of 11 female representatives
out of a total of 48 local councillors,

from both MBPP and MPSP.
PWDC would like to congratulate
all the newly appointed local

councillors and to express our gratitude
to the authorities for believing in the
substantive representation in local
governments which will definitely
bring much benefits to the state and
community PWDC is all geared up
to support and -work with the local
councillors, both women and men, to
be successful during their tenure, and
look forward to a Penang which have
the voices of women, children and the
marginalised heard and represented.



Penang urges federal
government to expand airport

THE passenger capacity at the
Penang International Airport
(PTA) has reached the maximum
of 6.5 million passengers.

The figure has shown a

Quote by CNN Travel
“Another country celebrating a
big milestone is Malaysia, which
turns 60 this year.

PASSENGER TRAFFIC (DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL)

Passenger Movements 2014 vs 2015 vs 2016

steady increase from 2014 (6.1 The best way to celebrate a 2014 2015 2016 2016 vs 2015 % Change
million passengers) to 2015  birthday? Food, of course. International 2,571,168 2,524,449 2,810,852 11.34%
(6.25 million) and 6.6 million The Malaysia island of Pen- Domestic 3,468,682 3,734,307 3,819,540 2.28%
passengers in 2016. ang is arguably one of Asia’s best Total 6,039,850 6,258,756 6,630,192 5.93%

“Penang is probably number
two in terms of fastest growth
of passengers at airports. Be-
tween 2015 and 2016 there was
a 6% growth. Therefore, we
urge the federal government to
expand our PTA. We do not want
to be known as the Penang In-
ternational pasar malam. Maybe
in 2017 it will reach seven mil-
lion passengers,” Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng said in a press
conference in Komtar on Jan 16.

* PENANG has won yet an-
other accolade, this time by the
prestigious CNN Travel website
which in an article dated Jan 6
named Penang as the second
best place to visit in 2017.

Anwar wins

street food destinations. It offers
a mix of traditional Malay, Chi-
nese and Indian dishes, as well as
fusion cuisine such as Baba
Nyonya, or Peranakan, which
incorporates regional ingredients
and Chinese and Malay cooking
methods.

All of it can be found in
hawker centers and shop houses
throughout George Town. Com-
bine this with the city’s collection
of historic buildings in various
styles, from old English colonial
mansions to classical Chinese
shophouses and Islamic mosques,
and you have a city made for
walking and eating.” - Unquote

w
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Source: Malaysian Alrports Berhad (Updated 11th January 2017)
*Preliminary Dec 2016 Results

Total Passenger Trafic at the Penang international Airport YTD Dec 2016

case against
NST

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng spent
some time with Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra-
him when the latter turned up in courton §
Jan 9 for his defamation suit against |
against lawyer Datuk Ranjit Singh [
Dhillon, the New Straits Times (NST) £
and two of its reporters.

Anwar arrived under heavy police
escort.

Lim arrived at around 8.45am and
stayed until about 10.50am.

He returned to Komtar to attend to
press conferences and other duties and
was back in court in the late afternoon to
show support to Anwar.

The matter was settled after the de-
fendants apologised.

Lawyer Ramkarpal Singh described
the matter as “a great victory” while
lawyer RSN Rayer said: “We won! Da-
tuk Seri Ranjit Singh Dhillon tendered
an open apology to DSAI and the family
of the late Karpal Singh for defaming
them in 2013.”

Anwar arriving in court under heavy security.



Checklng out thlngs in Beraplt

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Darwina Mohd
Daud

DESPITE it being a tiring day
for Berapit assemblymember
Lydia Ong Kok Fooi, her full
day field trip around her con-
stituency on Jan 12 was a fruit-
ful and effective way of remind-
ing everyone of what still needs
to be done to rectify local prob-
lems in the area.

The day started at 9am with
breakfast at the Taman Sentosa
Coffee Shop where everyone
including members of the press
were assembled.

Others who were also part of
the field trip included state exco
member for Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow,
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim,
several Seberang Prai Municipal
Council (MPSP) councillors and
MPSP secretary Rozali Moha-
mud.

Also present were staff from
MPSP, Public Works Depart-
ment (JKR), Seberang Perai
Land Office and Housing De-
partment.

Media members were briefed
on what to expect for the day
and what local issues mostly
affected the Berapit folk.

More importantly, reporters
were told that Taman Sentosa,
for instance, is an area where
landslides often took place and
because of that, objections
against development projects
were common among the people

There were repeated calls to widen the food court with 16 stalls due to lack of space
during meal times.

AN Amp.;‘

I.

Ong (right), Chow, Sim and Roazali listening attentively to the grouses of a local resident on what’s
wrong in his area.

in the area.
Other areas in Berapit con-
sidered “problematic” which

Public Market (issue of cleanli-
ness, the widening of a 16-stall
centre and safety along Jalan

were listed in the itinerary were
Jalan Kampung Besar (upgrad-
ing of the main road), Berapit

Public facllltles at this market need to be upgraded to provide
better services to the people.

Kampung Besar.

Berapit where the market is lo-
cated), Jalan Aston and Taman
Usahaniaga (the dilapidated
official residence of the district
officer and traffic congestion),
Kampung Baru Public Market,
Taman Permata Flats, Kampung
Baru area and Jalan Maju (lack
of maintenance for public hous-
ing, upgrading of drains and
safety for road users).

According to Ong, it was
vital that government officers
who followed the field trip had
the opportunity to listen directly
from the local residents of what
is affecting them in their daily
lives and come up with quick
solutions.

“Listening to what the people
had to say especially on the
problems in the area affecting
their everyday life is what we
are trying to do now. It is best
to take note of these matters and
settle them as soon as possible,”
she said.

Despite not being a main road, heavy vehicles still use this road at Jalan



CNY comes early in Bukit Mertajam

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

THE Chinese New Year mood arrived early
at the famous Jalan Pasar in Bukit Mertajam
on Jan 7 when a ceremony to light up the red
lanterns hung up along the 200-metre road
was officiated by Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng.

Addressing the hundreds of Bukit
Mertajam folk who turned up for the joyous
and bustling event, the chief minister

shared his thoughts on the importance of |

paying equal attention to the mainland in

development as well as in organising key

events for the people.
“As everyone is aware, when it comes
to celebrating the Chinese New Year,
nowhere else except Penang is the place to
be. And for this year, let us not forget Bukit
Mertajam because it is now your turn to
experience the early mood for the lunar

new year’s arrival,” Lim said in his speech.

“Since the present state government
came into power in 2008, much attention
and effort have been channeled to develop

the Penang mainland. As much as 55% of -
development funds are used to develop !

infrastructure and tourist attractions here,”
he added.

Also present were state exco members
Chong Eng (Youth & Sports, Women,

Family & Community Development) and |

Lim Hock Seng (Works, Utilities and
Transport), Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim
and Machang Bubuk assemblymember
Lee Khai Loon.

“Bukit Mertajam has definitely attracted
the attention of foreign tourists as we have
visitors from the US and China with us
today to experience first-hand the Chinese
New Year mood through this lightening of
lanterns ceremony,” added Chong Eng.

Ensuring continuity of
traditional values

THE young must be exposed to their
traditional values which must be inculcated
in them from an early age so that these
values continue from one generation to the
next.

This is the strongly held belief of Sungai
Pinang assemblymember Lim Siew Khim
when a calligraphy event was organised
at the Peace & Harmony Home in her
constituency.

The event, which took place on Jan 14,
provided the opportunity for young children
from the tuition classes in Sungai Pinang
sponsored by Lim to show their respect and
piety to the elderly folks at the home.

The children, some as young as seven,
practised their calligraphy writing skills with
the inmates, who were equally adept at the
skill.

The children were also guided to serve

The iconic Jalan Pasar in Bukit Mertajam is now enveloped by the Chinese New Year atmosphere. Seen here in pink dress
is Chong Eng.

refreshments to the inmates, as a mark of
respect to senior citizens.

Lim’s service team as well as members
of the Village Development and Security
Committee (JKKK) in her constituency
were also present to provide assistance and
guidance to the young children.

When interviewed by Buletin Mutiara,
Lim said it was important that such values
of respect and honouring one’s seniors
should be taught and allow the young to
put such values into practice.

“These young children will gain a lot in
terms of their personal upbringing when
good values are inculcated in them. They
must be taught to honour and respect the
elderly and be exposed to filial piety. It’s
important to start early especially when it
comes to educating children such values,” Lim (right) with some of the children practising their calligraphy skills with the
she said. senior folks.

|



leti
\/ {j_\j_';_'g_\_fﬁj January 16 - 31,2017 D@E@E g%m

Impressive ‘office in the forest’

Stoy by Chan Lilian
Pix by Alissala Thian

“OFFICE In the forest” is how
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
described the office complex
which he launched at the Taman
Bandaraya or known as Youth
Park on Jan 17.

Construction of the RMS5 mil-
lion office building began on Oct
1,2014 and was fully completed
in Sept 16, 2016.

Lim was welcomed by Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
secretary Yew Tung Seang, coun-
cillors and MBPP staff.

“This office in the park is a
GBI (green building index) rated
green building which is disabled-
friendly. We believe less is more
and it is built on that concept. We
want to go back to basics. The
energy-saving design promotes
less energy consumption and
natural lighting and ventilation.
There is less enclosed space and
more open space. If you notice,
we are able to set up this event
without the use of lights, fans or

The impressive green building in the forest offers a modern, open concept office space.

tents and we can do it faster,”
Yew said in his speech.

Lim was impressed with the
set-up of the green office.

“This is a government office
in the forest which adopts the
current global trend of green of-
fices open office,” Lim said in his
speech.

He also noted how the build-
ing has elements of a vertical
green wall which will serve as an
office and also an information
centre for visitors.

“l am very confident of
MBPP’s professional skills in
carrying out new projects which
will not only please the demands

and tastes of Penangites but can
be acclaimed globally. I con-
gratulate MBPP for supporting
the aspirations of the Penang state
government for putting the needs
of the people first,” he added.
Impressed with the new office
with huge open spaces, Lim sug-
gested to Yew to get PICEB

(Penang International Conven-
tion & Exhibition Bureau) to
visit and explore how the space
can be used for conventions and
conferences.

The building will house
MBPP’s Landscape Department
and the Community Services
Department.
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Show House Available for Viewing

Open daily from 9am - Spm (Monday to Saturday); 11am - Spm (Sunday and Public Holiday)

2 Storey Semi-Deatached - Land area 3,000 to 4,200 sq ft; Built-up 3,000 to 3,300 sq ft

3 Storey Bungalow - Land area 4,000 to 7,00 sq ft; Built-up 3,200 to 3,500 sq ft

@

+604-8662399

BOTANICA.CT

BALIK PULAU, PENANG

www.botanica-ct.com.my

@ Prince of Wales Island +604‘868 9999
O

International School WWWP owiis.e dumy

A Member of MTT Group | MTT Properties & Development Sdn Bhd estessv) | Sales Gallery, No 8 & 10, Jalan Sungai Air Putih, Bandar Baru Air Putih, Balik Pulau, 11000 Penang, Malaysia T: +604-8662399 F: +604-8665388 E: botanica.ct@mtt-priority.com.my
Developer License No: 9995-3/04-2015/01681(L), Validity Period: 28/04/2014-27/04/2015; Advertising & Sales Permit No: 9995-3/04-2015/01681(P), Validity Period: 28/04/2014-27/04/2015; Developer : MTT Properties & Development Sdn Bhd: Land Tenure: Freehold; Expected Date Of Completion: March 2015;
No. of units: 2-storey terrace - 32; 3 storey terrace - 31; Land Encumbrances: Affin Bank Berhad; Minimum Price: RM569,969; Maximum Price: RM1,600,000; Approving Authority: MPPP; Approval Plan No: MPPP/OSC/PB(4561)/12(LB); 5% Discount for Bumiputra
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Chowrasta

to be

greenest

dall

cleanest

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE more than 100-year-old
Chowrasta Market is finally
ready after upgrading and refur-
bishment work was completed.
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
was at Chowrasta on Jan 7 to
officiate the newly-upgraded
building.

Also present were exco
member Chow Kon Yeow, Pen-
ang island mayor Datuk Patahi-
yah Ismail and other VIPs.

Lim who delivered a speech
at the function received much
applause from the stall holders.

“Can we make Chowrasta
Market the cleanest and green-
est market?” Lim asked the
stall-holders, to which he re-
ceived a resounding “boleh!”

“The upgrading cost more
than RM13 million. The market
has a new escalator, a hall at the
rooftop, parking complex with
100 bays, 339 stalls and other
modern facilities,” Patahiyah
said in her speech.

The Chowrasta Market is
definitely a tourist attraction
because throngs of people fre-
quent it for the pickles (jeruk),
biscuits, various spices and
cooking ingredients only avail-
able in Penang.

At the opening, many people
recalled that the Chowrasta
Market was the first to have an
escalator and they recalled their
childhood spent at Chowrasta.

Now, the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) has provided
a new escalator which enables
elderly people to go up to the

shoes, clothing and other shops.

The Chowrasta Market dates
back to the 1890s.

Chowrasta in the Urdu lan-
guage means four-lane junc-
tion.

In 1961, the current building
along Penang Road was built,
but no upgrading was done
since then.

However under the Pakatan
Harapan state government, the
iconic market has been given a
green facade and modern fa-
cilities.

Since Pakatan Harapan took
over in 2008, a total of 24 mar-
ket complexes and food courts
have been upgraded between
2009 and 2016.

The newly upgraded market
is airy, bright and comfortable
for all.
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Disiar oleh Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang




