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Shock over
Ku Nan’s FT
proposal

Story and pix by Victor Seow

WHEN  Federal Territories
Minister Datuk Seri Tengku
Adnan Tengku Mansor made his
controversial proposal of turning
certain parts of the country,
including Penang, into federal
territories, political leaders and
ordinary Penangites were aghast
and responded with shock.

To the vast majority of them,
the proposal by the Tengku
Adnan, or Ku Nan as he is also
known, was preposterous, to say
the least.

While many responded with
anger, at the end of the day, it
remains of vital importance
that the people are actually
informed of what is at stake if
indeed Penang is made a federal
territory, thus joining the likes
of Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya and
Labuan, in the overall make-up
of the Federation of Malaysia.

Can it be arbitrarily done
by a mere stroke of the pen by
the federal government despite
objections from the state?

And this is done with the
assumption that Barisan Nasional
(BN) has a two-thirds majority in
Parliament, which they currently
don’t. What are the repercussions
towards the day-to-day running
of administrative affairs in
Penang? Can the 1.6 million
people in the state who proudly
call themselves Penangites have
a say at all in this issue?

In order to answer the above

questions, Buletin Mutiara spoke
to and sought the legal opinion of
RSN Rayer, who’s Seri Delima
assemblymember and a lawyer
by profession.

To begin with, those who
do not share the sentiments
of Tengku Adnan can rest
assured that changing the status
of Penang as a state in the
Federation of Malaysia into a
federal territory cannot be done
single-handedly by the federal
government.

“Without the consent of the
state, even with a two-thirds
majority in Parliament, BN
won’t be able to simply turn
Penang into a federal territory.
The state government must
first of all agree to Penang
being converted into a federal
territory,” said Rayer.

“Parliament cannot decide
autonomously on this matter. It
has to be by virtue of consent
by the state government to
the changes. Only then can a
particular portion of the state be
turned into a federal territory.
In other words, the first hurdle
for the process to take place,
would be acquiring the state’s
agreement. If the state says
‘No’, that’s the end of the federal
territory proposal,” he added.

Now, let’s assume the
scenario in which Penang indeed
becomes a federal territory. The
writer was keen to know how the
power structure in the state will
be if Tengku Adnan’s proposal

| http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

materialised.

In other words, who will be
calling the shots in the daily
administrative matters in the
state if the Federal Territories
Minister’s wish comes true?

“Penangites will then
basically be ruled by somebody
who doesn’t even live in Penang.
In fact, he doesn’t even need to
come to Penang. The Minister
can be in his air-conditioned
office in Putrajaya and not
be aware of the welfare of
Penangites and the problems
affecting the people in their daily
lives.

—

Rayer sharing his thoughts on the legal and political perspectives con-
cerning Penang as a federal territory.

“There will be no
assemblymembers doing their
walkabouts in their respective
constituencies. No  service
centres to lodge complaints.
No chief minister to lead and
manage the state. Everything
will need to be referred to the
Federal Territories Minister
like what’s happening now in
Labuan,” said Rayer.

The only possible way for
Tengku Adnan’s wish to come
true, according to Rayer, is
for BN to wrest control of
the Penang state assembly by
winning sufficient seats to form
the state government.

“The only possible way for
this to happen is for Barisan
Nasional to come into power

Turn to page 3
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BULETIN Mutiara took to the
streets to find out what Penangites
think of the proposal to turn the
state into a federal territory

A majority of our readers gave
a resounding “no”, while some
were downright dismissive or
sarcastic of the idea.

Eng Hup Teng, 50, self-em-
ployed

I don’t agree at all because we
will then lose our state rights.

Khoo Wan Hoe, 57, businessman

The yellow star on the Malay-
sian flag has 14 pointed ends
which means 13 states and Kuala
Lumpur as the capital. Any chang-
es to the status quo would render
the flag meaningless.

Liza Mohd Noor, 42.

I’m satisfied with the develop-
ment carried out by the Penang
government. So, no need for FT.
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Imran Idris, 28.

Penang will lose its status as a
tourism and manufacturing state
if it becomes a FT.

—— ==
Lee Chee Cheow, 72, pensioner

In my more tzhan 70 years of
life, I have seen the changes in
Penang brought by Tan Sri Wong
Pow Nee, Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu,
Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and now
Lim Guan Eng. I can’t imagine
Penang not having the fifth Chief
Minister.

Lim Chin Leng, 41, businessman
Penang will lose its original
status once it becomes a federal
territory. I believe many born and
bred Penangites like me won’t be
comfortable with the change.

Jennifer Seow, 43, self-employed
As a voter, I would support a
proposal as long as it’s good for

Big ‘NO’ to

Penang. But judging from how
things are done especially in
Labuan, I doubt the proposal by
the federal minister deserves my
support.

Amy Siew, 44, retail supervisor

How can the mere wish of one
person be compared to the 1.6
million people of Penang? He
should at least consult what the
people actually want before mak-
ing his own personal wish so
widely known.

Sammi Chan, 50, professional
emcee

The Federal Territories Minis-
ter is already playing the role of
Chief Minister or Mentri Besar of
Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya and
Labuan as all these territories are
under his direct supervision. To
include Penang into his ‘domain’
would be a burden too heavy for
him. He should allow others to do
the job as he already has enough
on his plate.

Lim Bak Ngoo, 68, housewife

Why change something when
it’s doing just fine?

Frankie Chong, 50, manager

Honestly, I do not see the pur-
pose of Penang become an FT.
What good will it do for Penan-
gites? This is just some political
game, a waste of precious time
and resources, isn’t it?

Umashankari a/p Ravindrana-
than, 30, 32 housewife

I don’t agree at all. Penan-
gites will lose their voice. |
support the Pakatan Harapan
state government because it
helps the people through its
various ‘Golden’ programmes.

Evaine Khoo, 37, self-employed

I do not agree with Penang
becoming an FT. We are comfort-
able and happy with what we are
having now in Penang.

Ryan Lim, 35, station man-
ager

Basically, I would want
someone who can decide mat-
ters on my behalf and he must
be based in Penang. Whether
he’s a local or not is a different
matter. At the very least, he
must have the interests of Pen-

Justify your FT idea,

IN view of the enthusiastic re-
sponse from the public to the “I
®PENANG” Run that will be
on March 12, the state govern-
ment as the organiser has de-
cided to increase the number of
participants by an additional
2,000 from the previous 6,000.

The March 12 “T1 % PENANG”
Run will be held at Beach Street
and starts at 7.30am.

It will provide an opportu-
nity for the people, not only
Penangites, to send a clear mes-
sage to Federal Territories
Minister Datuk Seri Tengku
Adnan Tengku Mansor that his
suggestion of turning the state

of Penang into a federal terri-
tory is an unwelcome move.

“I hope Tengku Adnan can
answer growing calls that this
idea of his cannot be justified or
defended. He should not hide
and keep quiet. He must come
and explain and respond to
growing calls not only in Pen-
ang but elsewhere opposing his
suggestion. We want him to
come out and explain. If he
can’t explain, he should with-
draw his statement and apolo-
gise,” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said during a press confer-
ence on Feb 24.

It was widely reported in the
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angites closest to his heart. I
wouldn’t want someone who’s
24/7 hundreds of miles away to
be playing that role.

Micheal Raj, 45, businessman

I don’t agree! Because Pen-
ang will lose its status to Putra-
jaya if it becomes an FT.

Francis Xavier, 47, sales agent

I strongly disagree! Propose
the current Penang government
to continue to rule, as there is
still much progress to be made
to make the state a better place.
There are many changes that
have already taken place. I sup-
port Lim Guan Eng as the Chief
Minister and his administra-
tion.

Jasmine Kee, 43, insurance agent

Since my younger days, I have
always been aware that Penang
has a chief minister to manage the
state. I can’t imagine otherwise if
Penang becomes a federal terri-

tory.

Mohd Aidil Fitri Ibrahim, 33,
self-employed

I reject the idea of turning
Penang into a federal territory. We
love Penang.

Richard Toh, 37, quality factory
engineer

No to Penang becoming an FT —
Penang has many things to lose if
this move materialises.

Tengku Adnan told

press that the Federal Territories
Minister’s suggestion had
shown great neglect of states’
sovereignty in their relationship
with the federal government.
On a separate matter, Lim
also highlighted that the Com-
mercial Real Estate Investment
Sentiment Survey (CREISS) for
2017 conducted by Knight
Frank Malaysia had given two
states in Malaysia — Penang be-
ing one of them — the thumbs up
for being the most attractive
regions for investment in the
hotel or leisure sub-sector.
Lim was referring to an arti-
cle dated Feb 21 on TheEdge-

Property.com which published
the results of the survey.

“Looking into the most at-
tractive regions for investments
in 2017, Sabah and Penang,
were voted as the most attractive
regions for hotel or leisure in-
vestment. The attractiveness of
investing in the said sub-sector
leapt from 65% in 2016 to 93%
in 2017,” the survey noted.

Furthermore, an English
daily on Feb 20 published an
article saying that International-
Living.com had ranked Malay-
sia as the first among four
countries with the best health-
care for this year.

Kausalyaa a/p Subramaniam,
23,, finance executive

I don’t support the proposal.
The elected state representatives
and exco members under the state
government give their best support
in helping the common people.
Moreover, job opportunities would
be scarce once Penang is turned
into a federal territory.

The other three countries
mentioned were Costa Rica,
Colombia and Mexico.

It was mentioned that two
cities in Malaysia — George
Town and Kuala Lumpur — were
the two main medical centres
with international airline ser-
vices.

The report by International-
Living.com said that the hospi-
tals in the two cities are among
Southeast Asia’s first recipients
of the United States’ prestigious
Joint Commission International
certification which is a bench-
mark for healthcare service
providers globally.
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Ramkarpal Singh, Bukit
Gelugor MP

Turning Penang, or part of it,
into a FT requires, amongst oth-
ers, consent from the state gov-
ernment which will never hap-
pen as long as Pakatan is in
power. It is imperative for such
a thing never to happen because
if Penang, or part of it, were to
be turned into an FT, it is very
unlikely that it will ever be re-
versed.

Syerleena Abdul Rashid,
MBPP councillor

The proposal is absurd. Highly
doubt Penangites would even
allow this to happen...under FT,
our present system will go
through a massive overhaul.
There would be changes to
policies, our voices silenced and
this would be the ultimate death
knell for democracy in our state.
Hopes to reinstate local govern-
ment elections will definitely not
happen under FT and every
single thing will be decided for
Penang - for us - by those who

Dato’ Jerry Chan, Past Chair-
man of Real Estate and Hous-
ing Developers Association,
Penang

We cannot agree to making any
or all of Penang state as Federal
Territory. The people who stay,
work and retire here deserve to
elect their state and federal rep-
resentatives. When there are
local or even federal issues, we
expect direct and quick access
to the elected reps. This would
be lost when there are no more
state assemblymen. As a federal
territory, there won’t be local
councillors. In Penang, we have
seen and it is definitely expect-
ed, that these councillors attend
to daily infrastructure, rubbish
collection, parks, markets,
drainage issues etc. These mat-
ters would not receive quick
attention without local represen-
tation. I will never agree now
and forever to support any move
to surrender any part of Penang
to be a federal territory.

don’t even live here.

Not easy to make Penang
a federal territory

From Page 1

in Penang. Barisan being
Barisan as we know, the state
government will comply with
whatever decisions made in
Putrajaya. Then it will happen. It
has been done in the past when
Kuala Lumpur was carved out of
Selangor and became a federal
territory in 1974,” Rayer noted.

Given all these circumstances
surrounding the federal territory
issue, the 1.6 million Penangites
who truly love the state can
indeed play the role as responsible
citizens by understanding the
issues at stake, weighing the pros
and cons and reading between
the lines of the reasons given for
altering the status quo of Penang
in the political fabric which
forms Malaysia.

After all, by becoming
informed citizens and doing
the right thing at all times in
matters of public interest, is the
manifestation of true love not
only for Penang but for Malaysia
as a whole.

Meanwhile, on a related
matter, Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng wants Tengku Adnan
to respond to the comments by
Sultan Ibrahim Ismail of Johor
and apologise to His Royal
Highness if the federal minister
fails to provide valid reasons to
defend his proposal.

“l urge Tengku Adnan to
respond and answer what has
been said by Tuanku Sultan
of Johor. The federal minister
is now avoiding me but since
Tuanku had given his opinion
on the issue, I think it is only
fair that Tengku Adnan should
reply to His Royal Highness.
Tengku Adnan shouldn’t keep
mum and feign ignorance. If he
can’t come up with valid reasons
to defend his proposal of making
Penang and parts of other states
into federal territories, he should
apologise and seek forgiveness
from Tuanku,” Lim said to the
press on Feb 25.

It was widely reported in the
media that the Sultan of Johor
had voiced his unhappiness when
he slammed the ‘“unintelligent
federal minister” who wants to
turn parts of several Malaysian
states into federal territories.

“Narrow-minded leaders
like this create rifts between the
federal and state governments
and incite hatred towards the
government,” the Johor Sultan
was quoted as saying.

It is believed that Sultan
Ibrahim was referring to Tengku
Adnan, or Ku Nan as he is
known, who in early February
expressed his wish of turning
Penang, Langkawi, parts of
Malacca and Pulau Tioman into
federal territories.
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HOSPICE’S CHARITY HUNT
CHARIS Hospice will be organising a Char-
ity Hunt, comprising motor and mall hunt,
with the theme “Discover Historical Penang”
on April 22, from 9.15am to 1.45pm (Motor
Hunt) and 11am to 1pm (Mall Hunt). Venue:
Gurney Plaza. Fee: RM400 per team (Motor
Hunt, maximum four persons), RM180 per
team (Mall Hunt, maximum two persons).
For details call 04-8279668/011-12466757.
Registration can be done online at www.
charishospice.com

MIRACLE HOME FAIR

HEAD on to Udini Square for Miracle Home
Fair on March 5, from 10.30am to 10pm.
There will be promotions of various kitchen-
ware and fitness activities. For details, contact

the Udini Square management office at 04-
2915477.

RIDE FOR SIGHT

ST. Nicholas Home is organising its Ride For
Sight 2017 charity ride on March 25 from 7pm
to 10pm at Queensbay Mall. The registration
fee is RM50 per person. For every group reg-
istration of five people, it is free for the sixth
person. There will be a lucky draw, goodie bags
and T-shirt for participants. Go to https://event.
howei.com/event/ride-sight-2017 to register.
Visit the St. Nicholas Home Penang on Face-
book for more information.

ZUMBA AND AKIDO

JOIN the Zumba Toning sessions every Mon-
day from 6.30pm to 7.30pm at Udini Square
in Gelugor. There will also be kido sessions
on Tuesdays (8.30pm to 10.pm) and Satur-
days (3pm to 4.30pm). Details, call the
Udini Square management (04-2915477).

MEDITATION MUSEUM

ANEW unique museum in Penang offers free
courses for self-development. It is situated at
674-H Jalan Kebun Bunga (opp Gandhi Ash-
ram). For details contact Helen at 04-
2288209/013 4301229.

MASS AEROBICS PENANG
PENANG Metropolitan Aerobics and Fitness
Association is holding mass aerobics sessions
on Sundays at SPICE Centre, and at Taman
Metropolitian in Relau at 6pm on Thursdays
and Saturdays. For details, call Ahmad (012-
4738500), or look up metropolitian-aerobics
on Facebook.

FREE WEBSITE EDUCATION
LEARN how to start your e-commerce web-
site successfully when you join a free once-
a-month session called Tech Tuesday organ-
ised by Redbox Studio at Eureka Complex,
Universiti Sains Malaysia. Open to entrepre-
neurs and business owners. Pick a date and
sign up at: http://redboxstudio.com/tech-
tuesday/
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SP Arena was fllled to the brim with people as an estimated 5,000 people turned up for the State Chinese New Year open house.
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Resorting to love to
protect state sovereignty

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on
Feb 18 gave his assurance that he
will defend the sovereignty of Pen-
ang from those who harbour
thoughts of getting rid of its status
as a state in the federation of Ma-
laysia and turning it into a federal
territory.

“We will defend the Governor of
Penang whom we have great respect
for. And we will defend the right of
all Penangites to choose their rep-
resentatives in the state assembly,

the state executive council and the
chief minister who lives in the state
and not one who pull strings in Pu-
trajaya,” he said during the State
Chinese New Year open house at SP
Arena.

“Therefore, the ‘I ® Penang’
campaign organised by the state
government will resort to love to
defend the state,” he added.

Penang Governor Tun Abdul
Rahman Abbas and his consort Toh
Puan Majimor Shariff were the
guests of honour at the event.

Also present were Speaker Datuk
Law Choo Kiang, Deputy Chief

Minister II Prof Dr. P. Ramasamy,
state executive councilors, parlia-
mentarians and State Secretary
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus.

Earlier on, Lim also raised the
notch of the Chinese New Year car-
nival mood at Chai Leng Park as he
contributed RM 15,000 to the Hawk-
ers & Traders Association of Chai
Leng Park in Perai.

The unprecedented revelry and
joy was evident from the long queue
of guests who made a beeline to the
food and drinks made available as
well as the accompanying perfor-
mances that added to the fun.

A CNY bash worth remembering

THE Chinese New Year celebration
at the Esplanade on Feb 24 that was
organised by the Tourism Ministry
was a fun-filled event with cultural
performances, songs and traditional
dances.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
and Tourism and Culture Minister
Datuk Seri Nazri Abdul Aziz made
a spectacular entry to the event
venue in trishaws, a tourist attrac-
tion which Penang is famous for
even today.

The breathtaking moment began
when the VIP guests alighted from
the trishaws and dancers from Istana
Budaya - the men clad in tradi-
tional Chinese armour while the
women were in flowing gowns and
ancient Chinese women’s hairdo -
led them to the centre stage area in
the midst of pomp and splendour.

Lim, in his speech, commended
the efforts of Nazri who has been
tireless in his endeavours to pro-
mote Penang and more so the coun-
try as a tourist destination around

J

Ancient Chinese warriors as drummers

the world.

“Never before has a Minister of
Tourism and Culture like Datuk Seri
Nazri carried out the duties of his
portfolio so diligently to put our
nation on the world map and which
has resulted in Penang attaining
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second place out of 17 as the best
places to visit in year 2017,” he
said.

Many who were at the event were
members of the state administration
as well as federal agencies and key
players in the tourism industry.
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Lim’s poser
over son’s case

Zulkifli (second from left) presenting a souvenir to Lim, while other Rapid staff look on.

RapidPenang plans for
live mtegrated system

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muha-
mad

PUBLIC transport provider Rapid-
Penang plans to have a live inte-
grated system via WhatsApp and
Transport Card applications soon.

This was expressed by Rapid-
Bus CEO Zulkifli Mohd Yusoff
during the meet up with Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng in Komtar
on Mar 2.

Zulkifli was accompanied by his
team of chief operating officer,
Mohd Azmi Abdullah, senior vice-
president (operations) Osman Amir
and assistant manager (group com-
munications) Rafidah Abdul Karim.

In welcoming his guests, Lim
expressed his hope of RapidPenang
providing more buses for Penang,
citing 800 buses as an ideal number.

He said buses can be as good as
the LRT/MRT, adding that the
CAT buses have won much praise
from Penang residents and tourists
alike.

Lim also hoped RapidBus ter-
minal at Komtar would be bright-
ened up to give the place a more
ambient atmosphere and improve
safety as the terminal is a transit
point for those coming to George
Town.

Lim said there is a need to have
more bus stations for Rapid to serve
the growing population in Penang.

Meanwhile, Zulkifli said cur-
rently RapidPenang has around 400
buses, and could provide 800 buses
in two years’ time.

On the integrated system to be
introduced, he said this application
will help Rapid passengers to plan
their journey more effectively, be-
sides giving them extra conveni-
ence.

He said 30 more double-decker
buses will be added to the fleet in
Penang.

“These double-decker buses will
be more suitable to ply main dedi-
cated routes,” he said, adding that
there is a plan to have a bus terminal
in the Bayan Baru area, similar to
the one in Komtar.

Land for temples and churches

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng is firm on police proceed-
ing with a case involving his
son and is prepared to appear
in court if needed.

Lim said this after police
officers visited him to ask if
he wanted to proceed with the
case on the alleged defamation
of his son, six years after po-
lice reports were lodged.

“This is the third time they
are taking my statement again
on this and this time, they
came to ask me if I want to
proceed with the case and if I
want to appear in court,” Lim
told reporters at his office on
March 2.

“Why is it that after six
years the police came to ask
me whether I want to proceed
with the case?

“These are evil lies against
my son who was under 16 at
that time. And because of the
false news at that time, he
didn’t want to go to school and
I was so worried for his well-
being. Of course I want to
proceed with the case, of
course I am willing to go to
court,” he said.

Back in 2011, some blogs
posted allegations that Lim’s
teenage son had sexually as-

saulted a schoolmate and
claimed that Lim had paid the
girl and her family RM200,000
to cover up the case.

Lim said the girl that the
blogs claimed was the victim
was not even in Penang and
had never met him or his son.

“They used a picture of a
girl taken from the internet.
The girl, who is an interna-
tional chess player, has said
she has never been to Penang
or met me or my son,” he said.

Lim then lodged a police
report against the blogs for
publishing those false allega-
tions.

“I don’t understand the at-
titude taken and I'm very
disappointed. This happened
six years ago and now they
come to ask me if I want to go
ahead with the case.”

Meanwhile, police said
the delay was due to no fol-
low-up from the Chief Min-
ister’s side and feedback on
their request to take state-
ments.

In an immediate response,
Lim said he had given his
full cooperation to police on
the case and reiterated that
he was prepared to go to
court if needed to.

Allocations for worthy causes

THE state government has set aside a
20-acre piece of land in North Seberang
Perai for temples and churches.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said the
state government has identified the piece
of land in Ampang Jajar in Bagan for
non-Muslims to build places of worship.

“We have been receiving letters from
non-Muslim religious groups asking for
land to build temples and churches over
the last nine years and we have been
searching for land for this purpose until
we finally identified this piece of land,”
he said in a press conference at his office
on March 2.

The 20-acre plot of land, which faces
the Prai River, will have 32 lots for non-
Muslim religious groups to buy and to
build their places of worship.

“Itis all located in one area so all will
be centred there where they can practise
their respective religions,” he added.

Lim said non-Muslim religious groups

have been facing land shortage issues and
had no space to build their temples and
churches in the state.

“Now that we have identified this
piece of land for them, they can apply to
purchase the lots for the purpose,” he
said.

The land will be sold on a 99-year
lease with the land price to be determined
by the Valuation and Property Services
Department (JPPH), according to land
prices for places of worship.

“They will not be paying commercial
prices, it will be special prices for places
of worship and the actual price will be
evaluated by JPPH,” he said.

State executive councillor Lim Hock
Seng is in charge of the land, so those
interested may apply through him or
through the Chief Minister himself.

“Applications to buy the plots can be
made immediately, just contact me or
Hock Seng,” he said.

THE state government gave an allocation
amounting to RM100,000 to the state health
department in order to help it combat the den-
gue menace in Penang which has claimed four
lives this year.

Speaking to the press on March 3, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng expressed his concern
over the severity of the dengue menace in the
state and urged Penangites not to take the mat-
ter lightly and to see a doctor as soon as pos-
sible if unwell.

“What matters most is for the people to
adopt prevention measures. Efforts by the state
government in combating dengue are ongoing
such as through campaigns and various
walkabouts in dengue prone areas by elected
representatives but issues such as cleanliness
are equally important. The people in Penang
must also be alert and see a doctor quickly if
you’re having fever,” Lim said.

Lim, who was accompanied by exco mem-
ber for Agriculture & Agro-Based Industry,
Rural Development and Health Dr. Afif Ba-

hardin, later handed the cheque to Penang
Health director Datuk Dr. Sukumar Mahesan.

On a separate matter, the state chapter of
the Malaysian Consultative Council of Bud-
dhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism and
Taoism (MCCBCHST) also received an alloca-
tion of RM50,000 from the state government.

“This yearly allocation for the MCCBCHST
to run its programmes is to enable them to
promote inter-religious harmony and of course,
peace and mutual respect amongst all religious
groups,” Lim said.

The Penang chapter MCCBCHST delega-
tion that met Lim comprised its chairman
Taoist priest Rev. Tong Weng Thye, adviser
Datuk Tan Gin Soon and six committee mem-
bers.

Furthermore, the announcement made by
Lim a day earlier concerning the allotment of
20 acres of land in North Seberang Perai for
non-Muslim houses of worship (RIBI) also
earned the approval of the MCCBCHST which
described the move as “a good start”.
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Interactive informative displays for users’ convenience.

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by Archives of Penang
Digital Library

AS John Lubbock, a banker, lib-
eral politician, philanthropist and
scientist in the 19th century said:
“We may sit in our library and yet
be in all quarters of the earth.”

By just getting into alibrary we
can actually “go everywhere”.

With the advancement of tech-
nology, libraries have evolved
from traditional to digital libraries.

A digital library is not confined
to a particular location or so-called
building as it is virtually distrib-
uted all over the world.

The user can get his or her in-
formation using gadgets through
the internet. Actually it is a net-
work of multimedia systems which
provide fingertip access.

Here in Penang, we have our
very own and the first digital li-

The amphitheatre at level 1.

brary located at Penang Free
School.

Formerly, the building was a
quarters for the Penang Free
School principal, and later became
the bungalow stay for Wives of
Civil Servants and Women Civil

Servants Association (Puspanita)
of Penang.

Maybe many still do not know
that the two-storey heritage build-
ing has been transformed into the
Penang Digital Librarhy (PDL).

Buletin Mutiara explored the
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Southbay Plizs, sebuali pemmbangurar
rhi:l-amldnhﬂwnm?
membeli-belah.

Southbay Plaza menmwarkan rekabeniuk
terkini dengan pemondangan I yang
indah serta dilenghapi dengan pelbagai
fusilitl yong menarik.  Pembangunan
Southbay Plaza terletak di Jokasi yang
strategik di Bats Maung; dikelilingi aleh
pelbagai  kermudohan  dan  prasamns
lengkup.  lanya berhampiran  dengan
Lebuhtaya Tun Dy Lim Chong Eu,
Jambatan Pulan Pinang Pertama dan
Kedin  serta  bendekatan  dengan
Lapangan Terbang Antarmbangsa Pulau
Pimang.

Pakej dan tawaran hebat disediakan bagi
kondominium mewah dan elegan ini
seria pusat komersil ynng menjonjikan
pulangan yang lumayan staz pelaburan
hartannh, Southbay Plaza menpakan
pembangunan gnva hidup antarshangsa
yung  menjadi  destinesi  berinspinasi.
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world of a digital library through
an exclusive interview with the
Penang digital librarian, Anas
Morad.

“Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
conceived the idea of having a
Penang Digital Library after his
visit to Keysight Technologies (M)
Sdn. Bhd,” Anas said.

“In Keysight, there is a digital
library for the use of its employ-
ees, thus the concept was applied
to develop a digital library for
general use in Penang. PDL uses
the expertise of Keysight, particu-
larly in terms of technical aspects
such as hardware and software
components and including the
layout of the contents,” he added.

PDL was inaugurated on Oct 8,
2016, by the Chief Minister and it
operates 365 days a year from
10am until 10pm.

PDL is the result of a joint ini-
tiative by the state government,
Keysight and Eastern & Oriental
Bhd (E&O), supported by TIME
dot com.

PDL is under the administra-
tion of Chief Minister Incorpo-
rated (CMI).

“The main objective is to cata-
lyse the development of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics) in Penang.
In addition to STEM, users can
also get information or reading
materials in English and also in
many other fields including entre-
preneurship,” Anas said.

The library is equipped with 10
units of iPads for easy access to
digital reading materials.

Broadband access up to 100
megabytes per second (Mbps) is
provided for the visitors free of
charge. Visitors are also encour-
aged to use a smartphone or mo-
bile device as the management of
PDL provides the power port and
a comfortable lounge.

More than 3,000 e-books, e-
magazines and journal references
are stored in the database and will
be updated from time to time.

According to Anas, a total of
1,650 people have registered as
PDL members as of Jan 8.

“At the moment, membership
is free and open to all who have a
smartphone or portable digital
device. However, in future, a
membership fee will be imposed.
Users need to download the ap-
plication ‘Readcasa’ by Penang
Digital Library through App Store

Visitors can read while savouring the food at the café.

or Play Store.

They will then receive an e-card
to access the digital reading mate-
rials stored in the database called
‘OverDrive’,” Anas said, adding
that response from the public has
been good since PDL started oper-
ating.

Atlevel 1 of PDL, there are two

“collaboration rooms” that can
accommodate up to 12 people per
room.

Besides that, there is an “amphi-
theatre” which can accommodate
up to 40 people and serves as a
relaxing port for those who come
in groups.

The “collaboration rooms” and
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Anas showing how to use the I-pad to access the digital reading

materials

“Amphitheatre” are provided with
58in LED television sets to be used
for presentations or discussions.

Reading rooms can also be
rented by the public at special rates
approved by the state government.

The ground floor is mainly de-
signed for the disabled and elderly
people with a green and relaxing
environment.

Basic facilities such as toilets,
cafe, bakery, parking space and a
locker room are also provided.

Before leaving, we had the op-
portunity to meet the deputy gen-

eral manager Chief Minister Incor-
porated (CMI), S. Bharathi, who is
among the key individuals who
played an important part in the
establishment of PDL.
“Penangites should take the op-
portunity to explore the digital
world through Penang Digital Li-
brary. Therefore, I welcome eve-
ryone to take the initiative to come
here and utilise the facilities pro-
vided by the state,” she said.

FACILITIES
RESERVATION

For any reservation or inquiries
regarding facilities and services
provided by PDL, contact:
Penang Digital Library No. 135,
Jalan Masjid Negeri, 11600
George Town, Pulau Pinang.
Contact no: 04 — 370 8687
(Office) 04-370 8715 (Counter:
10 am-10 pm)

Email: help@penangdigitalli-
brary.com

Official website: www.penang-
digitallibrary.com.

Or write to;

Chief Minister Incorporated
Penang, Level 47, Komtar,
10503 Georgetown, Penang.

* Perlukan

PINJAMAN MIKRO KREDIT

PROJEK TITIAN SAKSAMA
RAKYAT (PTSR)
NEGERI PULAU PINANG

SYARAT KELAYAKAN

+ Warganegara Malaysia berumur antara 18-60 tahun * Berniaga dan menetap di Pulau Pinang
+ Mempunyai lesen perniagaan dan telah berniaga sekurang-kurangnya 6 bulan

HUBUNGI: Unit PTSR, Bahagian Pembangunan Usahawan, Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang

Bangunan Tun Dr. Lim Chong Eu, No.1, Persiaran Mahsuri, Bandar Bayan Baru, Bayan Lepas, Pulau Pinang

RM1,000 - RM6,000 (PiINJAMAN PERTAMA)
TEMPOH BAYARAN BALIK 1 TAHUN
TANPA FAEDAH

MAKSIMA RM20,000 (PINJAMAN KALI KE-2, KE-3'& KE-4)
TEMPOH BAYARAN BALIK 2 TAHUN
8% FAEDAH SETAHUN

Tel: 04-634 0111 (samb: 141/125/182/354/479) Faks: 04-642 6916
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Prospects for a
solar farm

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) Urban Services director
Mubarak Junus said the council

and Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) have given the
green light to PLBT Sdn Bhd to
plan for a solar farm project at
Pulau Burung.

“The Pulau Burung landfill
operator has obtained permission
from the two local councils in
Penang

for this purpose. Nonetheless,
a working paper will still have to
be submitted to the state exco for
a final decision,”he told reporters
when asked about the issue after
a city council meeting on Feb 23.

Mubarak said the solar farm will
be sited on a 20.2ha plot at phase
three of the 171ha landfill which is
owned by the two councils.

He said the proposed farm was
capable of producing 20 mega-
watts (MW), enough to power
12,400 homes.

“The energy generated from the
solar farm will be sold to TNB
(Tenaga Nasional Berhad),” he
added.

On a separate issue, MBPP
Financial Committee alternate
chairman Joseph Ng said the city
council has decided to continue to
absorb the RM1.20 fee imposed
by Pos Malaysia on ratepayers
paying their assessment at the post
office.

He said this will cost MBPP
about RM80,000 a year.

Later, Ng launched the second
mobile van to complement the
existing one, which went into
operation on Dec 1,2015.

“The reception received was
overwhelming when the first mo-
bile van was introduced. A total of
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Ng (second from left) seen with other MBPP councillors when launching the second mobile office at the Espla-

nade.

12,149 bill transactions were re-
corded last year. Wiith the avail-
ability of the second van to cover
the whole of Penang island, it is
hoped this will further reduce the
hassle ratepayers face in settling
their bills every month,”he added.

He added MBPP has spent

about RM340,000 for both the
mobile vans.

The vans which were refur-
bished and installed with CCTV
facilities, not only serve as a cen-
tre for paying MBPP assessment
bills but also offer the option of
paying other MBPP bills, water

bills, Penang Development Cor-
poration rent and MPSP assess-
ment bills.

For further information on the
mobile counters, contact the
MBPP Treasury Department at
04-2592179 or Complaints Unit at
04-2592058.
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(Cabbies Penang’s ‘mini ambassadors’

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

SOME 400 taxi drivers from the island
joined Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng at
aluncheon hosted by the management of
The Top Komtar on Feb 16.

The luncheon was also attended by
chief executive officer of Only World
Group Holdings Berhad (OWG) Datuk
Richard Koh, its chief operating officer,
Jean Koh, Lim’s strategic adviser Datuk
Saifuddin Nasution and chairman of
Penang Taxi Drivers Association, Abd.
Malik Darus.

In his speech, Lim said taxi drivers
serve as an important engine for tourists
in Penang as they are “mini ambassadors”
in bringing tourists to all the scenic
places like Penang Hill, Unesco Heritage
Site and lately Komtar.

“Through this, they will help to take
care of the good image of Penang as a
popular tourist destination and a food
haven,” he added.

The Chief Minister said the state gov-
ernment is doing its best to improve the
popularity of Penang.

Lim added that the state is looking into
other ways to help taxi drivers apart from
the RM600 yearly cash aid.

“The close co-operation between the
Tourism Department Malaysia and Pen-
ang State Tourism will help promote the
good name of Penang,” he said.

Meanwhile, Abd Malik said since
Komtar was built in the 1980’s, a lot of
changes have taken place during the last
few years.

“We love Penang and hope the exist-
ing state government will continue to
serve the people,” he added.

Since its inception, OWG has been a
leading name in the leisure, entertainment
and hospitality industries.

Driven by its philosophy of “Fun,
Food and Good Living”, the Group works
tirelessly behind the scenes to bring
people together and create cherished
memories.

van was introduced. A total of 12,149
bill transactions were recorded last year.
Wiith the availability of the second van
to cover the whole of Penang island, it is
hoped this will further reduce the hassle
ratepayers face in settling their bills
every month, ’he added.

He added MBPP has spent about
RM340,000 for both the mobile vans.

The vans which were refurbished and
installed with CCTV facilities, not only
serve as a centre for paying MBPP as-
sessment bills but also offer the option of
paying other MBPP bills, water bills,
Penang Development Corporation rent
and MPSP assessment bills.

For further information on the mobile
counters, contact the MBPP Treasury
Department at 04-2592179 or Com-
plaints Unit at 04-2592058.

Cartoonist attempts
caricature record

Story by Chan Lilian

BULETIN Mutiara’s resident car-
toonist Azmi Mohd. Hussin, or bet-
ter known as ME, is a man on a
mission

On March 18 and 19, ME will
attempt to make it into the Malaysia
Book of Records in Caricature
Drawing in 24 hours.

Exco member for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow,
in support of ME’s quest, called a
press conference on Feb 22 to an-
nounce the event.

“The state government encour-
ages young talents in arts to shine,
not only in Penang but also Malaysia
and the world. I am sure it won’t be
an easy task to draw for 24 hours but
ME will be able to do so with the
support from everyone,” Chow said.

ME, 33, was spotted by exco

member for Agriculture, Agro-based
Industries, Rural Development and
Health Dr. Afif Bahardin who rec-
ognised his talents in 2015.

Dr Afif recommended that ME
contribute his cartoons to Buletin
Mutiara, and, as they say, the rest is
history.

ME’s one motto in life is: “We
just have to be hardworking.”

He is now a fulltime artist work-
ing on caricatures where the expres-
sion of a person is intentionally
exaggerated, drawing wall murals
and he is also for hire at functions
where he draws portraits for guests.

ME has captured life in Penang
in two books which were published
in 2015 (Tanjong Life) and 2016
(The Little Mamak).

He will draw 250 caricatures in
24 hours on the two days and those
who are the lucky 250 will get a free
caricature done by ME.
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Some of the taxi drivers present at the luncheon held at The Top.

Providing blind students with necessary tools

VISUALLY-impaired
students not only in
Penang but nationwide
can now expect to gain §
access to online learn- %
ing materials which suit
their special needs with
the launch of the St.
Nicholas’ Home Online
Learning Project on Feb
22.

This first phase of
the project aims to pro-
vide free education re- g
source materials in ac-
cessible formats for
these students — braille
or audio — through an
online platform.

The focus for now
will be on building resources for upper
secondary students who are currently doing
their Forms 3,4 and 5.

The long-term goal would be to cater for
students from Preschool 1 all the way to
Upper Six and if possible, tertiary level.

Pulau Tikus assemblymember Yap Soo
Huey, who also attended the event, voiced
her support for the project as it will enable
blind students to be equipped with the
necessary tools and resources to enable
them to pursue their dreams.

“A child who’s visually-impaired is only
that. He or she is not ambition-impaired or
goal-impaired. The problem lies if they’re
not given the tools to achieve their dreams.
So for a very long time, they lacked the
materials to read or to assist them even
though they worked hard. I support this

Yap (right) being briefed by Soon on how the online learning project
helps blind students to gain access to resources to help them in their
studies.

effort by St Nicholas’ Home as it’s a step
in the right direction,” she said.

According to St. Nicholas’ Home ex-
ecutive director Daniel Soon, the home has
teamed up with Wawasan Open University
as the technical and operational partner and
three schools, namely SMK (P) St. George,
SMK George Town and SMK Alma, have
been identified as the initial partners for
this project.

“To continue developing more contents
for the Online Learning Resource Project,
an annual funding of RM60,000 will be
needed. We take this opportunity to appeal
to corporate and institutional sponsors to
help support this project financially,” he
said.

Visually-impaired students who wish to
register to use the online learning resource
can email Soon at ed@snh.org.my.
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Luxoft’s RM235m investment
adds value to Penang

Story by Chan Lilian
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

LUXOFT Holding Inc has se-
lected Penang as its base to ex-
pand its Asia-Pacific presence
with the official opening cere-
mony of Luxoft Malaysia taking
place at the majestic Wawasan
University on Feb 21.
President and chief executive
officer (CEO) Dmitriy Los-
chinin praised Penang and ex-
plained why their company
chose to invest here.
“Throughout our cooperation,
we have had strong support from
Malaysia Digital Economy Cor-
poration Sdn Bhd (MDEC) and
investPenang. A great thank you
for being understanding of our
needs, accommodating, flexible,
for being very friendly and re-
ally fast turnaround. Very rarely
can we meet a local government
or agency with that attitude.
Very, very rare,” he said.
Luxoft opened its first office
in Penang as the company con-
tinues to expand its delivery
footprint globally.
Their initial focus in Penang

includes automotive, finance
solutions and IOT (Internet of
Things).

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng, who officiated
the event, said in his speech:
“You have a government that is
willing to be your partner. We
believe in your value, to share
your value of freedom, diversity,
pursuit of excellence, opportu-
nity and creativity and innova-
tion. I end my speech by saying
that you have a friend in the
Penang state govenment and
MDEC.”

Luxoft Malaysia set up its
new Centre of Excellence (CoE)
at the Wawasan Open Univer-
sity.

With an investment value of
RM?235 million in human capital
and technology for the first five
years, Luxoft Malaysia will be
aiming to create more than 500
IT/software development engi-
neers in Penang through its
promising automotive software
university.

The Luxoft Automotive Soft-
ware University’s (LASU)
three-month programme aims
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Loschinin (left) inking the plaque to commemorate the official opening while Ng (behind him), Lim (second

from left), Rashid and Tan look on.

to:

(1) use Luxoft’s best prac-
tices for efficient automotive
knowledge transfer to locals;

(2) build training frame-
works adjusted to local specifics

and

(3) develop a source of top-
notch engineers experienced in
the automotive domain.

Also at the event were Depu-
ty Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd.

Rashid Hasnon, Datuk Ng Wan
Pheng who is the chief operating
officer of MDEC, Tan Teong
Khin, managing director of
Clarion (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd and
others.

‘Toy claw’
machines
not banned

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng on Feb 28 clarified that
only simulator machines or
gambling machines would be
banned after 2018 and not “toy
claw” machines as reported in
the press.

claw’ machines when I was
talking to the press on Sunday
at the Cherok Tokun forest
reserve. Toy claw machines are
not banned. If you want to run
me down, you have every right
to do so but please based on

Lim was responding to an
article in a local English daily
that claimed the Penang state
government would ban toy
claw machines after 2018 in its
attempt to curb social prob-
lems.

“I never used the word ‘toy facts not lies,” Lim said. The issue concerning such
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*Untuk wanita berumur 35 ke atas”

*Sila bardaftar di Pusat Khidmat ADUN atall Penyelaras KADUN berdekatan anda

dalam setiap
wanita di Malaysia
mempunyai risiko untuk mendapat
kanser payudara
dalam hayat kehidupan mereka

dengan

bersamaan

‘orang!

machines was raised during a
dialogue session between the
Chief Minister and youths
which was held at the Cherok
Tokun forest reserve on Feb 26.

The dialogue session be-
tween state leaders and the
youth was part of the launch of
the voter registration campaign
for this year before the 14th
general election.

A Q&A session was also
held to enable the youth to
interact with the elected repre-
sentatives on issues of public
interest.

At the event, youngsters
who are eligible voters were
reminded to register as voters
before end of March in order
to be able to vote in the coming
general election if it is held
this year.

Gelang Patah MP Lim Kit
Siang, who was also at the
event with the chief minister,
advised the youth that the only
way to save the country is by
voting wisely during the forth-
coming general election.
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Sports complex for healthier,
greener living

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE official opening of the
Relau City Sports Complex on
Feb 19 marked another mile-
stone achieved by the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
and the state government in
their joint effort to provide bet-
ter public facilities for Penan-
gites.

Built at a cost of RM21.4
million, the double-storey
sports complex boasts of a 25
metre by 50-metre Olympic-
sized swimming pool, 10 in-
door badminton courts, a gym-
nasium, a dry gym, sports
merchandise shop and a cafe.

It also has 97 parking lots,
parking bays for 35 bicycles
and facilities for people with
different needs.

Construction of the sports
complex began on May 11,
2015 and was completed within
18 months and, furthermore, it
attained “silver rating” in the
Green Building Index (GBI).

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who officiated the sports
complex with Penang Island
mayor Datuk Patahiyah Ismail,
assured the public that all rel-
evant decisions made by the
state government were aimed at

providing Penangites with a
healthier and greener way of
living and thus a better Penang
in the long run.

“This sports complex is tes-
timony of the delivery of our
vision to make Penang a clean-
er, greener, safer and healthier
place to live in. We have had
dedicated bicycle lanes and a
common bike sharing system.
Today we have this sports com-
plex,” Lim said.

The chief minister also
stressed the importance of clean
governance as stipulated under
his Competency, Accountabil-
ity and Transparency (CAT)
principles which he related to
the public delivery system in
the state.

“The challenge for MBPP
now is not to get the contractor
for government projects at the
lowest price but for contractors
to deliver on their quality work
and end-product and meet the
stipulated deadlines,” he added.

Also present were state ex-
ecutive councillor for Youth &
Sports, Women, Family &
Community Development
Chong Eng. Paya Terubong as-
semblymember Yeoh Soon Hin,
Lim’s political secretary Wong
Hon Wai and MBPP secretary
Yew Tung Seang.

Tough action on
illegal banners

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) is working closely with
Malaysian Communications and
Multimedia Commission
(MCMC) to stop illegal banners
and streamers from being put up.

MBPP councillor Ong Ah
Teong said MCMC was roped in
to assist in disconnecting phone
lines of businesses putting up
banners without a permit.

“The council’s Department of
Licensing will inform the owners
of the banners and streamers
through a text message (SMS) to
take down those illegal banners
and streamers. We will give them

three days to respond to our mes-
sage. If they do not reply, then
we will have to forward the case
to MCMC. Then they will be
given a grace period of one
month to take down their banners
or streamers, failing which
MCMC will proceed with dis-
connecting the phone lines,” Ong
said during an operation to take
down illegal banners and stream-
ers around Jelutong area on
March 1.

The MBPP enforcement team
is carrying out an operation daily
in various parts of the island
(10pm-4am).

The Olympic-sized swimming pool at the sports complex will enable international swimming competitions to
be held in Relau.

Penang’s latest convention
centre on schedule

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
who visited the Setia SPICE
Convention Centre on Feb 25
was pleased with its progress and
the assurance given that it will be
ready in early March.

With its many state-of-the-art
and world class features, the
RM?750 million project covering
a total land area of 25 acres is set
to be the next star attraction in
Penang that will greatly boost the
capabilities of the state to hold
international events.

It will be the first solar pow-
ered convention centre in the
world and its business compo-
nents, apart from the convention
centre, will encompass the Setia
SPICE Arena, Setia SPICE Can-
opy, Setia SPICE Aquatic Centre

and a 4-star business class hotel
which will be ready in two years’
time.

“In terms of facilities and
room capacity for conference
that amounts to 14,200 sq metres,
we can actually do wonders here.
I can say this convention centre
is the most modern and one of the
best facilities available which is
internationally rated and world
class. I’m also told that it is thor-
oughly booked for the whole
year,” Lim told the press.

Among its string of firsts fea-
tures include the largest subter-
ranean convention centre in Asia,
first solar powered convention
centre in the world, first green
(GBI) certified convention cen-
tre, first largest rooftop garden

with urban spices, first largest
special needs children’s play-
ground and the largest solar PV
farm in Penang with a capacity
of 700kw.

Accompanying Lim during his
visit were Deputy Chief Minister
I Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon
and exco members Chong Eng
(Youth & Sports, Women, Fam-
ily & Community Development),
Lim Hock Seng (Works, Utilities
and Transport) and Dr Afif Ba-
hardin (Agriculture & Agro-
Based Industry, Rural Develop-
ment and Health) as well as SP
Setia executive vice-president
Datuk Koe Peng Kang.

The convention centre will,
according to Koe, open its doors
for its first function on March 4.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haiji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 9131
F) 04 - 383 9131

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

}T; 04-3317175
F) 04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

PENAGA . PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 Ramli Omar . 012 - 487 3070
ramliomar53@gmail.com
BERTAM BERTAM
YB Shariful Azhar Othman T) 012 -411 4690 Asrol Sani Abdul Rozak 013 - 580 6981
04 - 575 8670 asrolpkb@gmail.com
PINANG TUNGGAL L PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin }T 04 - 398 3555 Muhasdey Muhamad 019 - 437 2887
04 - 397 3555 muhasdey@gmail.com
PERMATANG BERANGAN PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid {Tg 04-573 4630 Fahmi Abu Bakar 013 - 488 1601
F) 04-573 4630 mudiram@gmail.com
SUNGAI DUA SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 Ro?la 9H%s§gn . 019 - 410 5990
rosli @yahoo.com
TELOK AIR TAWAR TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid *T 04 - 351 2873 Mustafa Kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
jahara.hamid@gmail.com 04 - 351 4389 mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com
SUNGAI ACHEH SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria T) 04 - 593 3100 Azmi Samsudin . 012-594 1515
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my }F)) 04 - 593 9529 azmikeadilan@gmail.com
BAYAN LEPAS BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | Azrul Mahathir Aziz A 017 -594 1976
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com
PULAU BETONG
YB Muhamad Farid Saad T) 04 - 866 4202 H’éﬁé’ T“féﬁﬁﬁqn 019 - 570 9500
04 - 866 4202 mtuahl7@gmail.com
TELUK BAHANG TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haoedan Ayoob }T 04 - 866 1760 Hallil Sabri Hamid 017 - 460 4849
04 -866 1821 halilsabri.nsh@gmail.com

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013 -399 0519
F) 04-5511442

TANJONG BUNGAH
YB Teh Yee Cheu )
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 899 9581

JAWI
YB Soon Lip Chee
dunjawi@hotmail.com

%T; 04 -594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Lau Keng Ee )
dappengkalankota@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 250 1521
04 - 250 1522
(F) 04 - 250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

%T; 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

m 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 -227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man

%T; 04 - 398 4226
F

adunptgpasir@gmail.com 04 - 398 4226
BUKIT TENGAH

YB Ong Chin Wen T) 04 - 508 3977
pkroktfengah@gmail.com F) 04 - 508 3677
PENANTI

YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
driayabalan@gmail.com

}T; 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA : o
YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer o/l Rajaiji
rsnrayer@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 6611

DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 -228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103

OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101

HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
04-263 7000

BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893

SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957

NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300

IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF

SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)

JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
PP 04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga :012 - 4451767 - Muazah
N2 Bertam :012 - 466 9681 - Fatimah Bakar
N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin
Tunggal
N4 Permata :012 - 505 1334 - Farrah Erika
Berangan
N5 Sungai Dua :016 - 412 8588 - Zuhair
Né Telok Air :012 - 475 4326 - Mohd. Zamri
Tawar
N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee
N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon
Jermal Keong
N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan
Dalam
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Jaya Mohd. Iskander
N11 Permatang :019 - 412 8442 - Kamal
Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit :016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N1é6 Perai : 04 -383 9131 - Sri Sangar
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai :0111-508 0215 - Siti Hajar
Acheh Abdul Aziz
N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina

Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus
N26 Padang Kota :

N27 Pengkalan
Kota
N28 KOMTAR

N29 Datok
Keramat

N30 Sungai
Pinang

N31 Batu
Lancan

N32 Seri Delima

N33 Air Itam

N34 Paya
Terubong

N35 Batu Uban

N3é Pantai
Jerejak
N37 Batu
Maung
N38 Bayan Lepas:
N39 Pulau
Betong
N40 Telok
Bahang

:04 - 829 0614
:012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

:019 - 498 1096

011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
- Hong Kian
Beng

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah

012 - 431 7015

: 012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin

Keat

:012 - 423 3227 - Benji Ang

010 - 811 7300 - Razin
04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder

04 - 282 6630 - Shuen

: 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna

:019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James

:012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet

:012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon

Lee
016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee
: 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal
016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
: 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

- Amirulzaman
016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
010 - 773 2395 - Firdaus

: 012 - 464 3004 - Aidi Akhbal
:017 - 413 5695

- Johan Abu

017 - 569 6712  Bakar
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SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2017
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel o/l 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
el eleliielr 1. | Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
Balik Pulau.
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
Kumar a/l Kanapathy 04 - 323 8757
Ol6 - 407 6058 4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP , 019 - 4572271
Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079
el Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
S. A . Veerasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 012 - 451 5938
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 S U2, Jeoevt
Nota:
Tan Chee Teong 012-401 7718 Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
[—— ] [ ]
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
ST, 012 487 3101 MBPP 2017 Kalendar Pelancongan
Nama Telefon Pulau Pinang Mac 2017
Thomas Loh Wei Pheng 8?_23?910%8:63236 MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
Woo Sze Zeng (Joshua) 016 - 557 6672
Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi 012-572 4711
016 - 451 9225
£ulkifi forahim 012~ 477 5588 Francis o/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
Gan Ay Ling 012 - 401 2265
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor Goh Choon Keong 019 - 471 7931
G S 016 - 457 1271 < o
0oi Seong Kin -
18TH MARCH 2017
Teoh Koon Gee 016-419 1938 N '
s == ‘..-II:.
Ong Jing Cheng 016 - 445 5709 Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250 1 gTH MARCH 20 17
012-758 3779
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012- 4239143 ‘ﬁn}m IN FRONT OF
Anuar Yusoff 04 - 507 5390 . (18TH MARCH) MASJID
016 - 4616 390 Kala a/p Durai Raj 016 - 468 4247  1040HRS ‘ KAPITAN KELING
(19TH PENANG
Khoo Salma Nasution 017 - 456 6012 Ay o R .
Dr Amar Pritpal 04 - 582 2020 | = —
Abdullah 019 - 4522020 Kumaresan a/l Aramugam 014 - 945 9621 ARRIIR CNEOR S Y TR coet fuecot” .
R By [ Y T e——
) Lo
Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152 9 1 iPenang ® %
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010 - 380 7672 v -
Mhd. Nasir Yahya 012 - 402 6739 i 1
] BULETIN MUTIARA :
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 04 - 593 5493 Muhammad Bokhfiar Wan Chik 019 - 4708811 ] Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang 1
012 - 507 2229 [ Phone : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 1
Noor Syazwani Md Amin 014 -307 7101 ] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com 1
! 1
Faehl ) Al 017 - 343 4464 Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 - 1578 5098 : EDITORIAL 1
1 Editor 1
1 . o
Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566 ! V'gzgeo?ivc“ ((TEQF?J:IS)“) |
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 1 ; . 1
Saiful Azwan Abd Malik 016 - 463 2787 ] - Ll o '
' Chan Lilian, Danny Ooi, M.Tanushalini (English) !
) . . } ! Tam Poh Guek, Shum Jian Wei, Chris Koay, 1
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 505 7288 Shahrudin Mohamed Shariff 012 - 428 3160 : Tan Swee Peng (Chinese) :
013 - 430 2096 — ! J. Patmavathy(Tamil) !
Shung Yin Ni 012 -413 9246 ] !
. Photographers : i
Wong Chee Keet 012- 4511312 . B ! Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, '
° Syeizens ALe U Regiie N5 =225 502 ] Ahmad Adil Muhamad and Darwina Daud !
1 . . .
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499 : wh G’f‘Ph"é Desc'jgnefs . 1
Hamizah Abdul Manab 013-591 6344 - Idzham Ahmad and Loo Mei Fern :
Wong Yuee Hamng 016 - 439 9121 e eeeeeteteltetelteteltelteelteltelteltelieitetelteiteiteetteiieiiefieiinietiniietintielietietinis .
[—— ] [
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Lim greeting visitors to the event.

15™-30™ APRIL 2017
SIZZLING FOOD AND CULTURE!

EMJOY THE PRESENT -I'-'~:. THE FUTLRE
22nd APRIL 2017 28th - 30th APFIL 7077

International
Food Festival

15th APREL 2017
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CM: Halal industry
4 products benefit all

CONTRARY to popular belief,
halal products benefit all and not
only the Muslims.

“I hope that everyone sees the
potential of the global halal mar-
ket estimated at US$3 trillion,
where even non-Muslim coun-
tries like Japan, Korea, Taiwan
and China are involved in the
Halal market,” Chief Minister.
Lim Guan Eng said in his speech
when officiating the 8th Penang
International Halal Expo & Con-
ference (PIHEC) held at SPICE
Arena on Feb 24.

“Some chauvinists criticised
me for initiating the halal market
industry in the state. They don’t
realize that it does not only ben-
efit the Muslims but also non-
Muslims.

“This is because halal prod-
ucts are ‘clean products’, and
definitely everyone would be
interested in clean products. The
Penang government will continue
to give its support to this halal
expo,” Lim added.

Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon and exco

for Religious Affairs, Domestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs
Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim were
also present at the opening cer-
emony.

The two-day event saw a total
330 booths from 252 organisa-
tions involving local and interna-
tional business and industry
players taking part.

PIHEC provided a platform to
showcase global halal products
to the public as well as exposing
them to the latest trends and in-
novations in the halal industry,
particularly in the food and drink
sectors, food services and also
non-food sectors such as logis-
tics, Islamic finance, tourism and
hospitality.

This expo is aimed at driving
the development and promotion
of the Penang International Halal
Hub.

A memorandum was ex-
changed between Penang Inter-
national Halal Hub and Central
Spectrum (M) Sdn Bhd after the
chief minister officiated the
event.

Penang to host WTCF Asia
Pacific Tourism Conference

COME March 26 and 27, Pen-
ang will host the World Tourism
Cities Federation (WTCF) Asia
Pacific Tourism Conference.
The theme of the conference,
“One Belt One Road: Construc-
tion of Tourism City Corridor
and City Hub”, is aimed at ex-
changing views to develop and
promote sustainable growth in
the tourism industry.
Organised by Penang State
Tourism Development Commit-
tee and World Tourism Cities
Federation, the function is ex-
pected to be attended by some
100 delegates from China, Indo-
nesia, Korea, Vietnam and other
parts of the world consisting of
government officials, policy
makers,destination managers,
hoteliers, agents, Penang Clan
Associations, Malaysia-China
Associations and the media.
“Delegates will have the op-
portunity to join forums and
panel discussions by key indus-
try leaders and speakers from

USA, United Kingdom, Aus-
tralia, China, Hong Kong, Ko-
rea, New Zealand and others,”
exco for Tourism Development
and Culture Danny Law Heng
Kiang told a press conference on
Feb 22 at Komtar.

The conference will also in-
clude networking and dialogue
sessions with local industry
players and an expo.

Law said Penang is very
proud to be chosen as a host for
the WTFC Asia Pacific Tourism
Conference.

“Famous for its cultural herit-
age and mouth-watering street
food, Penang was selected as
‘No. 2 Best Places to Visit in
2017” by CNN, ‘No 1 Best
Healthcare in the World’ by In-
ternational Living and ‘No 6
Best Places to Retire Around the
World in 2017’ by International
Living’,” he added.

For registration and details,
call 04-6505136 or email to
info@visitpenang.gov.my.



Jubilant day for Convent Green Lane

CGL students in ‘high spirits’.

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by Darwina Mohd
Daud

CONVENT Green Lane (CGL)
teachers and students were in a
jubilant mood during the open-
ing of the school’s new block
by Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng on Feb 18.

The expansion enables the
school to implement a single-
session system starting from

this year.

“Mission schools have played
an important role in the education
system of Malaysia. The common
feature of all Convent schools is
that there is no distinction nor
discrimination in terms of race,
religion or social class. Apart
from that, mission schools also
have their own values and culture
and they operate based on their
belief in nurturing the mind as
well the character,” Lim said in
his speech.

i'\.'\
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Navi (left) sharing a light moment with Chong Eng during the

meet-up.

Ex-human rights chief to
speak at Penang Institute

EXCO for Youth & Sport, Wom-
en, Family and Community De-
velopment Chong Eng on March
1 hosted former United Nation
High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Navi Pillay, at her office
in Komtar.

Also present were Judy Cheng-
Hopkins, adjunct professor of
International & Public Affairs -
COLUMBIA/SIPA, and Penang
‘Women Centre For Change’s Ong
Bee Leng.

The group discussed issues
about women’s equality, gender
rights, empowerment for women
and human rights in general.

On March 2, Navi will share
her ideas and experience on “Af-
firmative Action and Human
Rights.” at a function to be held
at Penang Institute.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who is also the chairman of Pen-
ang Institute, will officiate the
event.

EI.!WI!I'IDHI.I'H i B
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Lim also had a word of advice
for the CGL girls.

“You are a human being.
Never let a man lay his hands on
you, you should stand up for
yourself ,” he said.

“When you teach a man you
teach an individual, when you
teach a girl you teach a family,”
he added.

From its humble beginnings of
13 teachers and 377 students in
1961, Convent Green Lane today
stands tall with 982 students , 64

Lim unveiling the plaque to mark the opening of the new school block as Gurjeet (right) looks on.

teachers and 10 support staff.

School principal Gurjeet Kaur
said with the new block the
school can go one session.

“It will be easier for us to co-
ordinate school activities and
parents will be happier to enrol
their children in a single session
school as well. This will also cre-
ate a more cohesive school com-
munity as the entire student body
and staff could come together,”
she added.

Rizalina Andrea, 79, a former

teacher of CGL, said she was
proud to see the school grow.

“I am happy to witness this
event, it is a nostalgic moment
for me,” she added.

Also present were exco for
Local Government , Traffic Man-
agement & Flood Mitigation
Chow Kon Yeow, exco for Youth
and Sports, Women , Family &
Community Development Chong
Eng and exco for Tourism Devel-
opment and Culture Danny Law
Heng Kiang.

Penang Green CoUuncil
Job Vacangcy,

Research Officer

Job Description:

Provide research input for the analysis required to develop, implement,
review and evaluate new and existing government policies. Help to
inform the policy decisions of the policy-makers.

Liaise closely with civil servants and other government analysts.
Responsible for the research and analysis of policy, as well as
commissioning and managing research.

Application Deadline : 24 March 2017

For. furtherinformation; please visit: www.pgc.com.my
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No ‘special treatment’ on affordable

housing projects

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

NO “special treatment”will
be given to any developer if
they do not follow the guide-
lines for affordable housing
set by the state government.

This was stressed by exco
for Town & Country Planning
and Housing Jagdeep Singh
in replying to a statement by
the chairman of Penang Front
Party (PFP), Datuk Seri Zain-
al Abidin Osman which was
reported in a Malay daily
recently.

Jagdeep said the “special
treatment” as mentioned by
Zainal was non-existent since
every application received by
the state government was
given equal attention.

“I only give a fast response
if all guidelines are adhered
to,” he told a press confer-
ence in Komtar on Feb 17.

Earlier, Zainal urged the
state government to give
“special passage” to expedite
applications made by federal
government agencies.

From records, since 2013,
15 projects by federal gov-
ernment agencies, namely
seven projects by Penang
Development Authority (Per-
da) and eight by Penang Bu-
miputra Development (JKP),
were not passed by the state
government as they did not
follow guidelines set up.

According to Jagdeep, af-
ter discussions with the re-
spective agencies, the stated
projects were defined to en-
sure that they met guidelines

Jagdeep highlighting the press statement by Zainal.

set.

However, to activate the
building of affordable hous-
ing in Penang, Jagdeep wel-

comed any application to do
so by agencies from the fed-
eral government.

“I will surely assist the

agencies concerned to over-
come any problem arising
from not meeting the
guidelines,”Jagdeep said.
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Mayor Guru a Penangite at heart

MAYOR K. Gurunathan, 64, from
Kapiti, a district north of Welling-
ton, New Zealand, was back in
Penang recently for a short holiday.

Buletin Mutiara’s Chan Lilian
and photographer Alissala Thian
interviewed Guru and had a chance
to meet his lovely wife, Claire, and
children Jessie (33),Ravi (30) and
Ari (19).

Q: Are you a Xaverian? I read
that Xaverians were proud when
we read about you becoming a
mayor in New Zealand.
A:Twas at St. Xavier’s Institution
till Form 3. At that time, it was the
first year they imposed passing
Bahasa Malaysia to get the LCE
(Lower Certificate of Education)
cert. I did not pass and went to Sek.
Al Mashoor for a while but they
allowed those students who did
extremely well in other subjects to
re-take the exam. I passed LCE and
thereafter, I went to Jelutong Sec-
ondary school. When I was at
Jelutong, the students immediately
recognised us students from Cath-
olic school because we suddenly
turned very radical (compared to
the strict SXI) and we were hard
to control. I was in Methodist Boys
School for Form 6.

Q: How did you end up in New
Zealand? Is it because of your
beautiful wife?

A: After my Form Six, I applied
to local universities but was unable
to get in. So I applied to a univer-
sity abroad and New Zealand was
the cheapest. I left in 1974, met
Claire, had my daughter. I returned
in 1983 after my Master Degree. |

worked for National Echo and
then, they brought the Rocket
(DAP publication) to Penang.

I studied political science. One
must have the conviction to fight.
I had that streak in school and I
carried it with me when I was in
New Zealand. I was involved in
the Maori radical movement to
fight while my wife is very calm,
very cool and a direct opposite of
me. That’s where I met her, during
our activist days.

Q: Back then, when you were
involved in politics, did it occur
to you that Penang will be taken
over by DAP one day?

A: Once I left Penang in 1995, 1
did not get involved much in local
politics. However, I was very
happy that finally DAP won after
repeated battles. It was something
we visualised. When you started a
thing, and then DAP came into
Penang and you were part of it, you
see those older generations and
you take your hats off to them. If
you are part of the struggle, and
being part of the struggle, it is dif-
ferent.

Q: Looking from New Zealand,
how do you see Penang progress-
ing under the new government?
A: If you have been fighting for a
cause all along, now the game is
different. You have a chance to
create the type of changes that
would work. However, it is hard.
Easy to talk and criticise. But to
establish the platform, and in Pen-
ang where the Federal funding
would be a threat to them, it is
hard. You also have very high ex-

Guru (right) and his lovely family Ari, Jessie, Ravi and Claire.

Guru shares his views as a mayor in New Zealand.

pectations from your electorate,
it is a struggle.

However, I see tremendous
improvement. I like the slogan
“Cleaner, Greener, Healthier and
Safer Penang”. It says it is a work
in progress. The slogan is not
saying we have achieved, but it
is a journey for Penang to be bet-
ter.

Q: Do you love Penang?

A: Let me give you an example.
When I came back I had char
koay teow, then I had rojak. And
then I said, “Lord, if you want to
take me away tomorrow, so be it.”

Penang runs on its stomach. It
is a well-known tourist spot, a
food mecca, a fusion of cultures.

Q: Some advice you have for
Penang?

A: If you love Penang, you have
the right to be critical of Penang.
Itold Chow (exco member Chow
Kon Yeow), Look, we have a
situation that is highly urbanised.
I am ‘amazed’ with the traffic
congestion caused by the high
density and the roads capacity is
limited. I understand that con-
straint, as Penang is without
proper funding from the federal
government. However, they have
to see how sustainable the devel-
opment is as we do not want to
destroy the goose that lays the
golden egg.

For example, the Penang Bo-
tanical Gardens is a sculpture of
neglect. That garden is heritage,
a place that needs to have incred-
ible amount of funding, research
facility, twinning with universi-
ties in biological landscaping for
example. That should be a re-
search area. The community
needs green lungs. Labour is still
cheap, and the place needs intel-
lectual input and money to run
and it will be a fantastic place.

However, I must add that the
heritage site is fantastic with the
old buildings. I love Penang, I
love the old buildings.

Q: As a mayor, what advice do
you have for our local councils?
Just this morning (Feb 17), our
council secretary noticed the rub-
bish strewn along Karpal Singh
Drive and he was talking about
installing CCTVs and imposing
fines.

A: Although the streets are clean,
the rivers have become drains. It is
critical. For a lot of people, enforce-
ment of regulations is important.
Hey, I want to make an invitation
to the secretary to join me to canoe
down the rivers of Air Itam and
Sungai Pinang and see. When we
slow things down, you will see the
river as a living organism. If you
want to take a look at civilisation,
you look at the rivers. I remember
going to the Air Itam River to catch
fighting fish when I was young.
Now it is full of plastic containers.
Education is slow, enforcement is
also part of education.

Q: Tell me, mayor, do you face a
lot of NGO protests like us here
in Penang where people hug
trees, people turning simple
demolition of illegal structures
into racial matters?

A:InNew Zealand, I am part of the
Hearing Commission on Resource
Management. We need to get con-
sent, when we make an application
for development. We have a highly
trained commission and the impact
on the environment is key.

On NGOs, I am surprised the
person is still around to hug trees.
Behaviour is hard to break. On
waste segregation, we have to have
tough sense. Initially, we may have
no choice. Enforcement has to be
done.

Q: As a parting note, mayor, do
you think you would have the
equal opportunity to be what you
are today if you had stayed in the
country?

A: Think of it this way...we are not
pushing for individual rights or
consumption but we are individuals
who contribute to the common
good. When they are able to pro-
gress, they have the capacity to
contribute fully, a value that over
rides racial differences.

This is different from meritoc-
racy. When people’s minds have
been polluted with racial politics, it
is very difficult to govern. I don’t
envy the people in position but I
have full confidence they can do a
good job.
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Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

PENANG Adventist Hospital
officially launched “Painting
Penang Purple” on Feb 26, a
year-long cancer awareness
campaign to help reduce the
impact of cancers of all forms
on affected individuals, their
families and the community at
large.

The tagline for the campaign
— You Won’t Fight Alone —
serves to explore how everyone
can come together to do their
part in alleviating the burden of
cancer, starting from the homes
of the patients.

Being its first ever approach,
the hospital also mobilised hun-

dreds of volunteers to wrap
purple cloth on more than 500
trees along the busiest streets in
Penang, namely Jalan Burma,
Jalan Cantonment, Jalan Kela-
wei and Gurney Drive.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who was guest of honour
at the event, commended the
joint efforts from various parties
in making the event a success.

“Events of such nature don’t
come easy and I strongly believe
that in order to make this hap-
pen, many parties would have
joined hands to ensure the
smooth flow of this campaign,”
he said.

On a separate matter, Lim
stressed that his administration
also carries out a series of pro-

oes purple against

Lim (centre) with the cancer survivors who are now living their lives to the fullest since their recovery.

jects to make Penang an interna-
tional city in every sense of the
term.

One of them is the reclama-
tion currently being done for
Gurney Wharf, which will ena-

ble the state to have a waterfront
on par with those in other coun-
tries.

“We will have a world-class
waterfront which is the best in
Malaysia. There is Fisherman’s

Wharf in San Francisco and
Marina Bay in Singapore. We
hope to have something like that
in three years. So, we can then
proudly say ‘Penang has it too’,”
Lim added in his speech.

Don’t take dengue lightly, says CM

Minah (left) remains a strong figure in her village despite losing

her daughter Salmah to dengue.

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng on Feb 18 reiterated his
message to Penang residents
not to take dengue lightly.
He said up to Feb 11, there
were four deaths in Penang,
including the recent one in a
village in Teluk Kumbar.
The Chief Minister said
this to reporters when he
handed over cash aid to the
family of dengue victim, Sal-
mah Junus, 46, at their house
at Kampung Matahari Naik in
Teluk Kumbar on Feb 18.
Also present was South-
west district health depart-

ment officer, Dr. Mohamed
Igbal Hamzah.

At the function, Batu
Maung assemblymember Da-
tuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
also donated some money to
Minah Kama, 70, the mother
of Salmah.

Lim added that the state
government and the Health
Department will intensify
preventive measures to curb
the spread of dengue; like
holding “gotong royong”
events, fogging and conduct-
ing awareness programmes.

The Chief Minister also
advised those who have fever
to seek medical attention as
soon as possible at the nearest
clinic.

He also urged Penangites to
take care of cleanliness, their
surroundings and well-being.

Meanwhile, Dr Mohamed
said for Penang during the
sixth week of 2017, (Feb 5 till
Feb 11), a total of 44 dengue
cases were reported, com-
pared to 29 cases during the
fifth week (Jan 29 till Feb 4),
an increase of 15 cases
(51.72%).

“From Jan 1 till Feb 11, a
total of 258 dengue cases

were reported compared to
1,014 cases for the same pe-
riod in 2016, a reduction of
756 cases (74.56%),” he add-
ed.

He added the State Health
Department would like to re-
mind the public to continue
taking measures to stop the
spread of denque, through:

1. Carry out checks inside
household and own compound
monthly to determine and
eradicate the breeding places
of Aedes mosquitoes.

2. Carry out “gotong royong”
around house compound to get
rid of Aedes breeding grounds.
3. Co-operate with health
authorities to allow spraying
inside houses.

4. Minimise risk of mosquito
bites by using repellant or
wearing long-sleeved shirt/
trousers during outdoor ac-
tivities and carrying out aero-
sol spraying inside house or
fixing wire netting on win-
dows.

5. Seek immediate medical
attention at clinic or hospital
when having a fever and signs
of dengue like body/joint
pain, vomitting, rashes and
loss of appetite.
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Strata Titles (Amendment)
Act comes into force

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by

Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Strata Titles (Amendment)
Act 2016 came into operation
in the states of Johor, Kedah,
Kelantan, Malacca, Negri Sem-
bilan, Pahang, Penang, Perak,
Perlis, Selangor and Tereng-
ganu (except section 29) on Jan
1.

With regards to the Act, “par-
cel rent” will be introduced in
Penang, KL, Selangor, Johor
and Malacca from Jan 1, 2018.

“All this while, the manage-
ment paid the quit rent where
only one quit rent bill is issued
for the whole building. But now
the land office will issue indi-
vidual quit rent bills called
parcel rent (which is the term
used in accordance with the
Act) to owners of each unit and

they have to pay it individually.
The management will not col-
lect the ‘parcel rent’, the own-
ers have to make the payment
by themselves,” said Tanjong
MP Ng Wei Aik during a press
conference on Feb 21.

If anyone fails to pay the
parcel rent, the land office will
confiscate the concerned unit
and it will be assigned to a body
(to be determined by the state
government).

“This body will receive the
ownership of the confiscated
property. This is the effect of
the new amendment. Once the
owner pays the parcel rent, the
owner is free to do any transac-
tion with the unit using the re-
ceipt. The management cannot
hold any of the transaction
concerning the property even if
the owners have outstanding
arrears,” he added.

“The management might not

Ng (second from left) at the press conference on the Strata Titles (Amendment) Act 2016.

be able to recover the debts as
the previous owner may not
want to settle the debts after
selling the property.

“So the management has to
take action on the defaulters
from now onwards. The new
buyers must check with the

management office before pur-
chasing the property to ensure
it’s free from any debts,” Ng
said.

BANDAR CASSIA, BATU KAWAN

CL

E-KOMUNITI

Hijau E-Komuniti is expected to provide affordable
housing for 59,000 residents A well-equipped and
integrated township, residents of Hijau E-Komuniti enjoy
the distinction of having a variety of amenities and
facilities within easy reach.

Among Hijau E-Komuniti's key features:

s Forward-thinking long term masterplan
» Dynamic integrated township P
« 2-kilometre Green Lung /

Affordable housing and conducive lifestyle

Equipped with the latest public amenities and facilities
Strategic location - Gateway to Penang

Variety of layout plans available to suit individual
preferences

s Satellite city, commercial centres, theme park, Batu
Kawan Stadium, Batu Kawan Industrial Park as well as
higher learning institutions situated within its vicinity
ensure excellent job opportunities and investment
value
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Waste transfer park in Batu Maung

Story by Chan Lilian

FINALLY! That was the ex-
pression of exco member for
Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Chow Kon Yeow at the
ground-breaking ceremony of
the waste transfer station in
Batu Maung on March 3.

To put it simply, six lorry
loads of waste collected from
homes on the island can now be
transferred to the Batu Maung
waste station, compacted into
only one lorry load and send to
Ampang Jajar on the mainland.

Currently, these lorries have
to take the collected waste from
homes all the way to the main-
land, taking a longer time and
making less trips and therefore
resulting in less efficiency.

“This project has taken a
long time and many years as
there is a need to get the legal
process to turn this piece of 13-
acre land to handle the domestic
waste. The waste management
will be using the Vertical Op-
eration Waste Station,” Chow
explained in his speech.

The Penang Island City

Chow who was in China from Feb 28 to March 2 was briefed on the technology adopted by Shanghai
and Nanjing for their waste disposal.

Council (MBPP) is spending
RM4 .4 million annually on
waste management.

Waste collected on the island
will be transferred to Ampang

Jajar landfill and it involves 164
trips using 58 compactor and 11
units of multi lift.

With the new waste transfer
station expected to be ready in

12-18 months, costs of waste
segregation will be reduced
while efficiency will be in-
creased and the number of trips
lorries make crossing to the

mainland will be reduced too.

The project undertaken by
Eurasia Express Sdn. Bhd,
which will be managing the
waste transfer station, is de-
scribed as a waste transfer park
as green features and landscap-
ing will be carried innovatively
and be environmental friendly.

Also present at the ceremony
were Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Mohd. Rashid Hasnon,
Batu Maung assemblymember
Datuk Abdul Malik Kassim,
Mayor Datuk Patahiyah Ismail
and others.

Chow had also visited the
Shanghai and Nanjing landfills
in China from Feb 28 to Match
2.

He visited the largest landfill
in West New Territory and the
world’s largest facility to con-
vert sludge to energy.

“Getting the latest technol-
ogy and system in waste to en-
ergy and waste transfer station
in Shanghai and Nanjing, Chi-
na. Our Batu Maung station will
be built with improved fea-
tures,” Chow had posted in his
Facebook.

Connecting George Town
for cyclists, pedestrians

PEOPLE love George Town.
That is without a doubt.

Take a stroll near the herit-
age enclave and you can see
how tourists and even locals
get excited over the number
of quaint cafes, souvenir
shops, iconic wall murals and
other attractions.

Recognising the need for
the people to be safe and to
be connected from location
to location, the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) is em-
barking on turning back lanes
and side lanes to become ac-
cessible.

A public forum was organ-
ised by MBPP on Feb 20
where its secretary, Yew
Tung Seang, briefed shop
owners, residents and the
public on the plans by the
council to turn three sections
of the back lanes to become
accessible and used as cy-

cling and pedestrian paths.

“MBPP together with the
cycling community from
Bike on Friday had surveyed
some of the lanes and we had
cycled through to identify
lanes suitable for transforma-
tion. Some of the lanes are
now blocked, unkempt and
dark. So we hope to open
them up so that people can
use them,” Yew said.

Together with Yew were
Komtar assemblymember Teh
Lai Heng, Penang island
mayor Datuk Patahiyah Is-
mail, councillor Muhammad
Bakhtiar bin Wan Chik and
others.

As at March 1, a total of
90% of people who submitted
their feedback to MBPP had
agreed that transforming the
back lanes will make the
people feel safer.

Many of them wanted the

back lanes to be turned into
cafes, rest and relax areas,
and small gardens, among
others.

Some of the reasons given
in the survey were that most
of the back lanes are dirty,
blocked and unsafe to walk
through.

Respondents also asked
for drains and manholes to be
properly covered and kept
clean so that there is no rat
infestation.

The public survey is ongo-
ing till March 20 and you too
can send your views to MBPP
through the online site.

Go to http://www.mbpp.
gov.my/ for the link to the
survey form.

An artist’s impression of how
a transformed back lane will
look like.




Foreign envoys call on Chief Minister

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

AUSTRALIAN High Commis-
sioner to Malaysia Rod Smith
and his team comprising Second

Secretary Katelyn Hornby and
Consul-General of Australia to
Penang, Datuk Dr Lim Huat Bee,
paid a courtesy call on Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng in his
office at Komtar on Feb 20.

In welcoming his guests, Lim
briefed them on the various de-
velopments which the state has
undertaken.

He said the upgrading of the
Subterranean Penang Interna-
tional Conventional Exhibition
Centre (SPICE) would cater for
conventions from March, adding
that SPICE has been fully booked
for the next six months.

He also briefed on the activi-
ties found in Escape Theme Park,

Maintaining strong ties with Australia

Antopia, the Habitat and Bicy-
cleSharing in George Town.

“The number of foreign tour-
ists has improved. This group has
indirectly contributed to the tour-
ism sector as they have more
spending power,” he added.

Smith, meanwhile, said Pen-
ang is important to Australia and
he hopes the cordial relationship
will continue to flourish in all
sectors like tourism and others.

Later, the Chief Minister also
played host to Indonesia Consul-
General Iwanshah Wibisono and
his team.

In briefing them about the
various developments in the
state, he mentioned about the
upcoming International Halal
Expo to be held in Medan Indo-
nesia, where Penang’s delegates
will be headed by exco for Reli-
gious Affairs, Domestic Trade
and Consumer Affairs, Datuk

Lim (right) and Iwanshah are confident that the close ties between Indonesia and Penang will

only get better in time to come.

Abdul Malik Abul Kassim.
Commenting on the tourism

sector, the Chief Minister hopes

Indonesia and Penang will to-

gether look into the Penang—

Meanwhile, Iwanshah hoped

Surabaya direct flight proposal, both Indonesia and Penang will
which will be another tourism continue to improve the close
rapport built up over the years.

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng was guest of honour when
he attended the Australia Day
reception at Suffolk House on
Feb 20.

It was interesting to note that
the venue itself, as a physical
structure, embodied an ageless
link between Australia and
Penang.

It was the residence of Cap-
tain Francis Light, who in 1786
established the British Colony g
of Prince of Wales Island which
eventually became Penang.

And 50 years later, Light’s
eldest son, William, founded
Adelaide in Australia.

The younger Light grew up
in George Town.

Smith recounting the days of close cooperation between Malay-
sia and Australia when the Royal Australian Air Force used to

Stressing that ties between maintain a base in Butterworth.

Australia and Penang have

never been better, Lim remarked that both are
bonded by heritage, linked by history, shared the
same sacrifices over world wars, driven by the
same values encompassing honesty, diligence
and the pursuit of excellence as well as united
in the common vision of diversity, harmony,
respect and peaceful co-prosperity.

The chief minister was accompanied by state
exco member for Religious Affairs, Domestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs Datuk Abdul Malik
Abul Kassim and Bukit Mertajam MP Steven
Sim.

“Both Adelaide and Penang have achieved
their own development trajectories since then.
Just as George Town is a Unesco World Heritage

site and a top tourist attraction, Adelaide is con-
sistently ranked among the most livable places
in the world,” Lim said.

“We have another important historical link
when the Royal Australian Air Force set up base
in Butterworth to defend the sovereignty of a
fledging nation, Malaysia, from various threats.
We thank you for standing together with us in
our time of need,” he added.

Also present were Australian High Commis-
sioner to Malaysia Rod Smith and Honorary
Consul of Australia in Penang Datuk Dr Lim
Huat Bee, as well as members of the diplomatic
corps from China, Japan, Indonesia, Germany,
Canada and Pakistan.
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Lim (fourth from left) and Tan sharing a light moment as they attempt to load

a wheelchair-bound inmate into a car.

New premises for old folks’ home

LOVE and compassion filled the air as
more than 100 volunteers assembled at the
old premises of Peace and Harmony Home
at Jalan Ismail Cik Mat to help it move to
its new premises at Jalan Thomas on Feb
26.

The volunteers, who were made up of
mostly youngsters and students, proved
their worth as they happily and practically
loaded every single item ranging from
beds, mattresses, furniture, wheelchairs,
cooking utensils and everything else at the
old folks’ home onto lorries, which then
shipped them to the new place which is
roughly a 10 minutes’ drive from the old
premises.

The elderly inmates of the home, num-
bering a total of 21, and some wheelchair-
bound, were also taken to the new place
by the volunteers in their own vehicles.

Sungai Pinang assemblymember Lim

Siew Khim, who has known Peace &
Harmony Home proprietor Tan Swee Ban
since the days before she became an
elected representative, also attended the
event out of camaraderie with the volun-
teers, of which many are her personal
friends.

“This new premises is actually owned
by MBPP and (Tan Swee) Ban, as a social
worker, has been looking for a bigger place
to care for more old folks. He has tried
many times previously to tender for the
place. We tried to help him using the
proper channels and procedures because
he’s a very sincere person in helping out
the elderly folks,” she said.

As the proverbial saying goes: many
hands make light work. The old premises
was practically stripped bare of movable
items by the hordes of volunteers in less
than three hours.
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PHEB declares RM 370,000
Thaipusam collection

THE Penang Hindu En-
dowment Board (PHEB),
at a press conference on
Feb 20, declared the total
collection for 2017 Thai-
pusam Donation from the
Hilltop Temple and the
Golden Chariot was
RM370,583.84.

Of this amount,
RM168,396.99 was col-
lected by the Golden Char-
iot while the rest was col-
lected by the Hilltop Tem-
ple.

Proceeds from the Gold-
en Chariot will be used to
help out undergraduates
who need financial aid
whereas the proceeds from
the Hilltop Temple will be
used for its development.

“The entire collection
of the Golden Chariot will
go for the educational as-

sistance of students who
are really in need. We had
the direct airing of the
counting process through
Facebook and it was ap-
preciated by the public.
We have been providing
financial assistance to
students who come from
poor financial back-
grounds since 2008,” said
Deputy Chief Minister 11
Prof P. Ramasamy.

The forms for the aid
can be collected at the
PHEB office (Komtar,
Level 30) or can be down-
loaded from PHEB’s Fa-
cebook page .

Forms need to be sub-
mitted by March 31 to the
PHEB office.

Ramasamy showing the
total collection for 2017
Thaipusam Donation.
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FAP needs support of its fans
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BUKIT Bendera MP Zairil
Khir Johari, who’s also the
president of the Football As-
sociation of Penang (FAP),
recently expressed his hope
that all football fans and FAP
supporters would give their
full support to the team which
is competing in this season’s
Super League.

Zairil was asked for his
comments on Feb 28 concern-
ing the memorandum submit-
ted by the Supporters’ Club

Zairil vows to continue with his responsibilities to bring FAP to

Federation of Penang to the greater heights despite the challenges and threats against him. Program Ibu Emas Tarikh Bayaran ! |
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comments are very negative

in terms of resources that we

help anyone,” he said.
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