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Commiission of Inquiry formed

Story by Victor Seow and
Christopher Tan

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
on Oct 25 announced the forma-
tion of a three-member state
Commission of Inquiry (SCI)
that will investigate the causes
of the Tanjung Bungah construc-
tion site accident on Oct 21.

The SCI is chaired by former
Malaysian Bar Council president
Datuk Yeo Yang Poh with its two
other members being prominent
civil engineer Datuk Gue See
Sew and University Teknologi
Malaysia (UTM) Skudai’s Pro-
fessor Ramli Nasir of the De-
partment of Geotechnic and
Transportation. Datuk Ng Wee
Kok is the commission’s secre-
tary.

Lim made the announcement
by having the declassified papers
of the exco meeting which de-
liberated on the matter distrib-
uted to the media during the
press conference.

“Wait for it (the Commission
of Inquiry) to be gazetted first
and that will depend on the nor-
mal procedures where the Gov-
ernor will need to give his assent
and then we send it to the print-
ers to be gazetted,” Lim replied
to a question on when the Com-
mission of Inquiry would con-
vene.

Lim also ordered the devel-
oper of the Tanjung Bungah in-
cident to meet their affected
buyers in a week from Oct 26,
or the state would intervene.

The Institution of Engineers
Malaysia president Dr Tan Yean
Chin said construction failures
and accidents could occur during

the construction stage (tempo-
rary works) and after construc-
tion stage (permanent works).

“The ‘general perception’ of
the recent Tanjung Bungah land-
slide is that the incident (oc-
curred) because it is a hillside
development.

“However, based on observa-
tions, the development is not on
the hillslope but on the land
adjacent to the hillslope.

“This type of constructions
are common in areas with land
constraints such as Kuala
Lumpur, and many other devel-
oped cities such as Hong Kong
and Singapore,” he said.

Tan added that the engineer-
ing consultant of the project
should have full-time repre-
sentatives at the site to supervise
and monitor.

Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Committee chairman Chow
Kon Yeow said the Penang gov-
ernment would continue to
provide correct information on
the incident in response to the
negative sentiments surrounding
the matter.

“We manage those negative
sentiments with correct informa-
tion, and let the people decide
who they want to listen to.

“Even when we want to ana-
lyse, comment or report, let it be
based on facts,” Chow said in a
press conference in Komtar on
Oct 24.

Chow explained that the Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP)
considered views from all tech-
nical departments before making
a decision to approve or reject a
development plan.

Based on
observations,
the
development
IS Not on the
hillslope but
on the land
adjacent to the
hillslope
—Dr Tan

“All applications have to be
viewed in a comprehensive man-
ner.

“In addition to that, the Town

and Country Planning Act has
empowered the local govern-
ments to control developments
and to give development approv-
als under their administration.

“The Mineral and Geoscience
Department which has jurisdic-
tion in matters concerning geol-
ogy, blasting works, site founda-
tion and soil compaction did not
object to the affordable housing
application (the said Tanjung
Bungah project) with condition
that requirements are met when
executing the project,” Chow
said.

Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh also urged all par-
ties to get their facts right and
not to distort the truth behind the
construction site incident.

“We do not deny that there

was a landslide on a construction
site. Yet, certain parties have
tried to overlook or even deny
that it was a construction site
accident.

“This construction site acci-
dent is an important work safety
issue and to deny or ignore this
as a worksite accident will have
legal consequences in terms of
financial culpability and respon-
sibility for the 11 construction
workers who died,” Jagdeep told
a press conference in Komtar
recently.

Jagdeep said the state accepts
the right of those who wished to
kick out the state government by
exploiting the tragic construction
site accident.

“However, kindly get your
facts right and not distort the
truth,” he added.
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Direct Penang-Doha ﬂlghts

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

WINNER of the World’s Best Airline
at the SKYTRAX 2017 World Airline
Awards — Qatar Airways — will fly di-
rectly to Penang from Doha beginning
from Feb 6 next year.

This was announced by Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng at a press confer-
ence on Nov 1 in the presence of almost
all members of his state executive
council as well as the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
Maimunah Mohd Sharif.

In commending the strategic move
made by the state-owned flag carrier of
Qatar, the chief minister highlighted the
enhanced stature of Penang’s global
connectivity in welcoming more tour-
ists from the Middle East.

“With its (Qatar Airways) new direct
long haul, Penang can now open its
doors to welcome more international and
Middle Eastern travellers which is an
important market. This also gives travel-
lers from Penang more global connectiv-
ity as they can now go to Europe or the
Middle East without having to transit to
KL or Thailand,” he said.

Also present were Qatar Airways
Asia Pacific vice president Jared Lee,
Qatar Airways country manager Datuk
Muzammil Mohamad and Penang
Global Tourism CEO Ooi Chok Yan.

Qatar Airways began operations in
1994 as a small regional carrier serving
a handful of routes.

Lee (seventh from right) presenting Lim with a model of a Qatar Airways airplane much to the amusement of others present.

Since its relaunch in 1997 under the
mandate of the Emir of Qatar at the time,
Qatar Airways gradually became a lead-
ing international airline with the highest
standards of service and excellence.

Its string of recognitions include be-
ing named Airline of The Year in 2011,
2012, 2015 and 2017 as well as Best
Business Class In The World for 2013,
2014, 2016 and 2017.

Qatar Airways also manages Hamad
International Airport in Doha, the
capital city of Qatar.

The airport was named Best Airport
in the Middle East in 2016 at the an-
nual SKYTRAX World Airport Awards.

Meanwhile, Lim said the upgrading
of the Penang International Airport
(PIA), announced under Budget 2018,
is good news for the state as it will
provide greater confidence to the peo-
ple, tourists and investors that the PIA
is here to stay.

He however hoped that the upgrading
would not merely have a nine million pas-
sengers capacity but 12 million instead.

“The existing PIA has been upgraded
to cater to 6.5 million passengers by
2020, but we surpassed the target last
year when we achieved 6.7 million pas-
sengers. That is four years in advance.

“If the upgrading is merely to cater
to nine million passengers, we fear that
when it is completed in three or four
years, we may have surpassed the target
as well,” he told reporters during a
press conference at a Deepavali get-
together at Perkampungan Juru on Oct
28.

Ideas on Penang Hill crowd management

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng was at the @
CAT housed within Wisma Yeap Chor Ee for
Penang Hill’s Design-A-Thon 2017 which
took place on Oct 29.

The event aimed to allow youngsters, espe-
cially university students, to showcase their

passion and enthusiasm in presenting solu-
tions for Penang Hill for its crowd handling
and visitor experience.

Participants in the event were from Disted
College, Equator Academy of Art, Inti Inter-
national College Penang, KDU Penang

University College and Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM).

In his speech, the chief minister noted the
suitability of the event as visitor figures to
Penang Hill is projected to increase and
therefore, new measures in crowd manage-
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ment are needed.

“In the first nine months of this year,
Penang Hill recorded approximately 1.2 mil-
lion visitors - an increase of 9% in comparison
with the same period in 2016. At this rate,
Penang Hill will likely host over 1.7 million
visitors in 2017 from all over the world in
comparison with 1.6 million in 2016,” he
said.

“The programmes and facilities available
in @CAT are gaining popularity among the
start-up community in Penang and also in-
ternationally. As at September 2017, due to
high demand, the co-working space which
opens 24/7 and which had recently been in-
creased to 70 seats has an average daily oc-
cupancy rate of 94%,” the chief minister
added.

Also present at the event were Datuk Seri
Lee Kah Choon who’s Special Adviser to the
Chief Minister, Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk Maimunah Mohd
Sharif, Penang Hill Corporation general
manager Cheok Lay Leng and @CAT pro-
gramme director Howie Chang.



Need to improve
safety at Juru
accident stretch

Story by Danny Ooi

EXCO for Agriculture & Agro-
Based Industry, Rural Devel-
opment and Health Dr Afif
Bahardin urged the North-
South Expressway concession
holder PLUS to take remedial
measures to improve safety at
the 147km stretch of the ex-
pressway near the Juru toll
plaza as it is not properly
lighted.

He said this when briefing
reporters during his visit of
injured victims of a bus crash
at the Seberang Perai Hospital
on Oct 24.

Dr Afif said (as of 2pm) on
Oct 24, there are 52 victims,
eight fatalities, four people in

the intensive care unit (ICU) ,
26 warded, 12 treated and dis-
charged.

Of these, 37 are at Seberang
Jaya Hospital, three at Bukit
Mertajam, two at Penang Hos-
pital and Sungai Bakap Hospi-
tal respectively.

Vice-Consul of the Indone-
sian Consulate in Penang Os-
rinikitazu Bhara, when met at
the hospital, said her depart-
ment is working with the po-
lice and other related agencies
to identify the Indonesian
victims of the bus tragedy
which took place at dawn of
Oct 24.

“We will try to contact the
family members of the de-
ceased and help to bring back

the bodies to their home town,”
she said.

Meanwhile, it was reported
that in the 5.50am crash, the
first bus was carrying one
Nepalese and 39 Indonesian
women to work at the Sony
ECMS factory in Prai Indus-
trial Estate.

The bus stopped at the left
side of the expressway after
developing engine trouble.

Another bus ferrying 17 lo-
cal women to Plexus Manufac-
turing in Bayan Lepas failed to
avoid the stalled bus and struck
it in the rear.

The impact shifted both
buses to the centre divider of
the expressway,” the report
said.
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‘Liow’s silence on RCI
for Juru accident
disappointing’

SPEAKING to the press on Oct 27,
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng ex-
pressed his disappointment over
Transport Minister Datuk Seri Liow
Tiong Lai’s silence to his sugges-
tion to set up a Royal Commission
of Inquiry (RCI) to investigate the
accident in Juru.

“I’m very disappointed that the
Transport Minister has not re-
sponded (to my RCI suggestion). I
hope he can (bring forward) this
suggestion at the next Cabinet
meeting. We’re not asking anyone
to resign over the accident. We want
an independent investigation to
check the root cause of it. (This is
because) we’re talking about eight
women who died and 44 who were
injured,” Lim said.

“I think we should value our
women. I think they deserve a
Royal Commission of Inquiry.
Yesterday I met the family mem-
bers (of the Malaysian dead victim)
and they were all very distraught.
That’s only one Malaysian. How
about the other seven foreign work-

ers? They are also human. That’s
why we should have the RCI to at
least find out what is the root cause,
take action against those who’re
responsible so that justice can be
done,” he added.

The day before, Lim had met the
children of the late Noriah Kasa,
40, the sole Malaysian who died in
the horrific accident on Oct 24
which involved two factory buses
and a van in Juru.

It was then (on Oct 26) that the
chief minister suggested the setting
up of aRCI to investigate the cause
of the accident which also claimed
the lives of seven Indonesian
women.

The chief minister also pre-
sented bereavement payment of
RM1,000 to Noriah’s children.

On Oct 28, Lim also suggested
for another RCI on the accident
which happened on the same day
which involved a van and an ice
truck in Tapah.

Nine victims lost their lives in
this tragic incident.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY

THE Penang Veterans’ Association will hold its 16th Annual Remem-
brance Day Ceremony at Cenotaph Esplanade, Penang on Nov 19, at
7am. For details, contact 012-4217251/04-2835498.

COLOURING CONTEST

A CHARITY Colouring Contest will be held in Udini Square on Nov
19, from 1pm to 3pm. Registration fee is RM 10 per person and proceeds
are in support of SIK © Tar Thong’s Building Fund. For details, contact
Udini Square Management Office at 04-291 5477.

COUNCIL SESSION

FILE complaints and give suggestions to the Penang Island City Council
at its monthly meet-the-people session from 3pm to Spm on Nov 17 at
Level Four, Komtar.

COUNSELLING

HELP4u provides confidential and free email counselling for youths.
Visit www.help4u.org.my or call 04-2273384 (1.30pm to 5.30pm on
weekdays).

WCC SERVICES

THE Women’s Centre for Change (WCC) at 241, Burmah Road provides
free counselling and shelter for women in crisis. Details, email wecpen-
ang.org or call 04-2280342.

XI GONG WELLNESS CENTRE

CLASSES are conducted daily (except Sunday) from 9.30am to 12pm
in English and Chinese with easy to understand lessons at B-01-05, Setia
Triangle, Pesiaran Kelicap, 11900 Bayan Lepas. For enquiries and details,
contact Annie Lim (012-4368250) or email limhueyjiuen@gmail com

telescope programme

KEYSIGHT Technologies (Keysight)
has sponsored RM25,000 to conduct
the first radio telescope programme for
secondary school students in Penang.

It is a pilot programme imple-
mented by Penang Science Cluster
with some 40 students representing
five schools, namely SMJK Chung
Ling, SMIK Heng Ee, SMJK Phor
Tay, SMK Penang Free School and
SMK St Xavier.

The radio telescope programme is
part of the Astronomy track under
PSC’s TechMentor mentoring which
has two other components, Optical
Astronomy and Radio Astronomy.

The telescopes which were as-
sembled by the students with the
guidance of experienced academics
and industry practitioners have been
placed at their respective schools.

Students need to compare and
analyse the collected data through data
analytics which will be taught to them
as part of the curriculum.

Radio telescopes are used to study
naturally occurring radio light from
stars, galaxies, black holes, and other
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Some of the telescopes that were sponsored for the programme.

astronomical objects as well as used
to transmit and reflect radio light of
planetary bodies in our solar system.
“When the state government
started Penang Science Cluster (PSC)
together with industry captains eight
years ago, I expected good results
from PSC but certainly did not expect
the immense impact and diversity of
programmes that PSC has delivered
in promoting STEM in Penang,”
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said
after launching the programme at
Penang Science Cafe on Oct 13.

“My appreciation also goes to
Keysight Technologies for sponsoring
the first five schools and would like to
encourage other companies to sponsor
more programmes. This is a perfect
example of Private-Public-Partner-
ship

“The Penang government which
has invested hugely in STEM believes
this is a worthwhile investment for the
future, most importantly to expose
students to the array of possibilities
and opportunities that STEM has in
store for them,” he added.
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Adopt healthy lifestyle
by reducing sugar
consumption, says CM

Morning Walk’.

SPEAKING to the hundreds of
participants of the “I Love
Penang Morning Walk” at
Youth Park on Oct 28, Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng ad-
vised the people to adopt a
healthy lifestyle.

Stressing that prevention is
better than cure, Lim advised
the people to exercise more
often and cut down on sugar
and carbohydrates intake to
avoid getting diabetes.

“I drink only plain black
coffee and avoid rice if possi-
ble. While I personally don’t
suffer from diabetes, yet my
sugar level is still alarming.
Imagine those who seldom

| J.. g
Participants indulging in aerobic exercise prior to the actual commencement of the ‘l Love Penang

exercise and don’t restrain
when it comes to food and
drinks,” he said.

The “I Love Penang Morning
Walk” event comes in a series that
is organised in each of the five
districts in the state by the respec-
tive district and land offices.

The one which took place on
Oct 28 at Youth Park was for
Penang’s Northeast district and
its success was attributed to the
organising efforts of the Chief
Assistant District Officer (De-
velopment) Nurshamshinaz
Shamsuddin.

The event served to promote
awareness and healthy living
which is in line with the Clean-

er, Greener, Healthier and
Safer Penang conceptualised
by the state government.

According to the chief min-
ister, the participation of peo-
ple with special needs is also
greatly encouraged, for the
promotion of social cohesive-
ness and inclusiveness amongst
different segments of the com-
munity.

Also present were exco
member for Youth & Sports,
Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development Chong Eng,
Bukit Bendera MP Zairil Khir
Johari and Kebun Bunga as-
semblymember Cheah Kah
Peng.
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The current state of the interior of the godowns as seen here. Once re-
stored to MSC compliance status, they would have all the state-of-the-art
facilities of a modern office.

Restoration of
rundown buildings

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
was at Lebuh Victoria on Oct 27
to launch the heritage restoration
and re-adaptive use of heritage
buildings that involve two go-
downs and a shop lot.

The three buildings, which are
numbered 161, 163 and 165 re-
spectively along Lebuh Victoria,
are located within the George
Town Unesco World Heritage
Site and their restoration and re-
adaptive use, according to the
chief minister, is very much in
line with the heritage policies of
the state government.

“The state government’s aspi-
ration is not only to conserve
heritage buildings in the George
Town Unesco World Heritage
Site but also to re-adapt them for
future use. The conceptual design
proposal is to physically and
spiritually revitalise a complex
of badly dilapidated godowns
and shop lot built around 1900s
into a modern MSC status of-
fice,” he said in his speech.

“This decision by the state
government and the Penang De-
velopment Corporation (PDC) to
rehabilitate and conserve these
old buildings is testimony to the

concerted effort to preserve the
living heritage and historical
traditions of Penang,” added
Lim.

This restoration and re-adap-
tive use project is spearheaded
by PDC and supported by the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and George Town World
Heritage Incorporated (GTWHI).

The whole concept rests upon
the idea of marrying technology
with heritage for the advance-
ment of Penang towards an intel-
ligent and information city and
towards Industry 4.0 with a focus
on Big Data Analytics, Cloud
Computing and the Internet of
Things (IOT).

The project commenced on
March 27 this year and is ex-
pected to be completed on Sept
26,2018.

At the time of writing, work
progress at the site is at 13%.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, Pengkalan Kota
assemblymember Lau Keng Ee,
Penang Island mayor Datuk Mai-
munah Mohd Sharif and PDC
general manager Datuk Rosli
Jaafar.
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Penang tops in
Investment figures

SPEAKING to reporters
on Oct 26, Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng high-
lighted the economic
performance of the state
as shown by figures re-
leased by the Malaysian
Investment Development
Authority (MIDA).

“For the first six
months of 2017, Penang
recorded a total proposed
capital investment of
RM7.7 billion which
exceeded the total re-
corded for last year which was RM4.3
billion. This means the (performance of the)
first six months of this year is better than
the whole of 2016. And if you make a
comparison of what’s shown in the table,
Penang outperformed Malacca (which is
No.2 after Penang) which investment fig-
ures reached RM2.9 billion,” the chief
minister said.

“In terms of FDI, Penang has the most
which is RM6.2 billion (for the first six
months of 2017). This is the highest amount
of FDI (achieved by a state) in Malaysia.
The total proposed capital investment
achieved by Penang is 45% of the total
amount in the country. We are the second

Penang

Malacca
Selangor
Johor
Kedah

Investments (first haif of 2017) into
Penang is the highest in Malaysia

HMT 7 hi!llon

: RM2.9 billion
: RM1.7 billion
: RM1.4 billion
: RM1 billion

smallest state in Malaysia but our invest-
ment figure is number one,” he added.

“And if we compare the figures of in-
vestments for the period 1998 until 2007
with (the figures from) 2008 until the mid-
dle of 2017, we increased by almost 82%.
This is an outstanding economic perfor-
mance and would provide job opportunities
to the people,” Lim noted.

With Lim at the press conference were
exco members Chow Kon Yeow (Local
Government, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation) and Jagdeep Singh
(Town & Country Planning and Housing)
as well as Penang Island mayor Datuk
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A segment of the Rain Garden seen here which is located in front of a Hindu temple at Jalan

Jeti Lama.

Added picturesque
attraction for Bagan

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Wong Boon Foei

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng on Oct 28
officiated the RM344,000 Rain Garden at
Jalan Jeti Lama which is an added attraction
for Bagan Dalam.

The Rain Garden is equipped with its
own ecology system and functions as a
natural sieve for rain water while also serv-
ing as a conceptualised pocket park for the
surrounding area.

The Rain Garden is a depressed planted
ground that helps to manage rain water
runoff from impervious urban surfaces such
as carparks.

It filters out pollutants and increases rain
water infiltration before residue water is
discharged into drains.

Research has shown that this bio-reten-
tion system, aligned to the principles of
Water Sensitive Urban Design, can reduce
the amount of pollution reaching drains and
streams by up to 30%.

Among the other components of the Rain
Garden are a raised platform or stage, pump
and channel, stepped terrace, lightings, seats

and parking lots catering for bicycles and
people with special needs.

It was completed in August this year with
RM100,000 being provided by the state
government.

The balance of the amount was borne by
Think City.

Besides the Rain Garden, the event also
featured the launch of the latest book by
cartoonist Azmi Hussin titled “Lost in
Bagan”.

It is his third book after “Tanjong Life”
and “Little Mamak”.

Azmi earned his entry into the Malaysia
Book of Records for having the most num-
ber of caricatures done in a single day.

He’s also the cartoonist whose creativity
and sense of humour result in the “easier to
grasp” cartoons laced with state government
policies which appear in Buletin Mutiara.

Also present were exco members Lim
Hock Seng (Works, Utilities and Transport)
and Phee Boon Poh (Welfare, Caring Soci-
ety and Environment), Bagan Dalam as-
semblyman A. Tanasekharan and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP) president
Datuk Rozali Mohamud.
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necting Solok Zoo 1 and Tingkat Lembah Ria 1.

Story by Christopher Tan

ROAD users plying the short-cut
connecting Solok Zoo 1 and Ting-
kat Lembah Ria 1 can rejoice as the
bridge connecting both roads is
now being rebuilt.

The 3.5m-wide bridge was dam-
aged in the Sept 15 flash floods.

Air Itam assemblymember
Wong Hon Wai said the Penang
government allocated RM 195 434
for the project.

“The construction of the new
bridge, across Sungai Dondang,
will take about four months.

“Although the scheduled date of
completion is Feb 23 next year, we
hope the bridge can be opened be-

fore the Chinese New Year celebra-
tion next year,” Wong told a press
conference at the site on Oct 26.
He added that the damaged
bridge would be replaced with a
new 15m by 4m light traffic bridge.
Also present was Northeast
district Department of Irrigation
and Drainage (DID) district engi-
neer Nortilawati Osman.
Nortilawati said the Penang
government allocated about
RMS890,000 to the Northeast dis-
trict DID for repair works, dredging
works, strengthening riverbanks,
clearing blockages and others in the
northeast district after the Sept 15
flash floods.
“The building of the light traffic

bridge is the largest project in the
Northeast district to be carried out
after the Sept 15 flash floods. The
RM195 434 cost for the light traffic
bridge project is included in the
RMS890,000 allocated,” she said.

On a separate matter, Wong said
he received 285 applications for the
one-off RM400 payment for the
Sept 15 flood victims.

“The deadline for the applica-
tion is over, and we hope that the
one-off payment can be disbursed
to the victims in November,” he
said.

The Sept 15 flash floods oc-
curred following the extraordinary
heavy rains due to the tailwind of
Typhoon Doksuri.
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Mammo Penang 2017 Schedule

Saturday Penang Island | Mainland Sunday | Penang Island Mainland
Nov 18 Pulau Tikus Jawi 19 Dato Keramat Bertam
25 Kebun Bunga Bukit Tengah 26 Batu Lanchang Pmtg Pasir
Dec 2 Batu Uban Machang Bubok 3 Bayan Lepas Pinang Tunggal

COME Nov 19, some 1,000 people
will have the chance to get free
medical treatment at the Penang Fo
Yi Haemodialysis Society premises
at JIn Permatang Damar Laut, Batu
Maung

Atapress conference on Oct 27,
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
director of management services
Mohamed Akbar Mustapha ex-
tended the invitation to those who
wished to utilise this free service.

The health campaign is jointly
co-organised by Penang Lions Club
Metropolitan, Penang Leo Metro-
politan, Red Crescent Society
Penang and supported by MBPP.

Among those present at the press
conference were Yi Liao Min Juan
chairman Yeoh Sia Kok, event or-
ganising chairman, Local Agenda
21 Penang founder SK Chong and
chairman of Fo Yi Hemodialysis
Society Teh Choon Seng.

Traditional Chinese
medicine campaign

Also joining them were MBPP
councillors Ong Ah Teong and
Harvinder Singh.

Akbar said the Program TCM
Medical Camp on Nov 19 involves
110 Chinese physicians and special-
ist doctors from Malaysia, China
and Vietnam.

“It started in 2012 and it’s in
existence for five years with a total
of 47 ‘Health Service Camp’
around Penang, jointly operated by
assemblymembers, non-govern-
ment organisations and industry
players.

“The free clinic camp is the
largest clinic camp in the country,”
Akbar who represented Penang Is-
land mayor Datuk Maimunah Mohd
Sharif at the press conference.

For online registration, visit bit.
ly/foyi medical fair,

For further details, call 016
4410372/016 4542082.
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Deepavali
show in S
Little India -

masamy, Lim, Gobalakrishnan and Chow lighting up the kuttu vizhaku (traditional Indian oil lamp) at the function.

THE Deepavali Carnival cum
open house held on Oct 29 by the
Penang Indian Chambers (PIC)
for the very first time at Little
India attracted a huge crowd.

Though it was a post-Deepav-
ali celebration, the festive mood
was still in the air.

The arrival of Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng was warmly
greeted and cheered by the mas-
sive crowd.

At the event, Lim made some

important announcements con-
cerning Little India as well as the
trading community which
brought smiles to all of them.

“We have made an allocation
of RM1 million for the upgrad-
ing work to transform the whole
of Little India,” Lim said.

“Apart from that, we also
have deposited a sum of
RM40,000 for tonight’s Deep-
avali celebration.

“The PIC had requested for

the construction of a permanent
arch at the gateway of Little In-
dia and we have agreed provided
a proper paper with designs and
costing by the chamber is sub-
mitted,” Lim added.
Responding to the request by
the PIC which raised the issue of
foreign traders invading Litte
India, Lim stated that those who
wish to hold a Deepavali carni-
val elsewhere other than Little
India need to make an appeal to
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Seberang Peral, Jalan PERDA Utama,
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Tabung Akzun Amansh Kebajikan
Heger Pulau Plnang
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The RMD.20 collected would be channeled towards the "Tabung Akaun Amanah Kebajikan Negeri
Pulau Pinang” for the eradication of poverty in Penang through the Equitable Economic Agunda [AES).

musrrnemiy Ul deEh GmrssgEd Fuog e QummearmEno BC LG8

Bahagian Pelesenan, MBPP / e dlu Sigley, enb. o 0 04 - 263 8818
Bahagian Pelesenan, MPSP / aodfluoch Giflay, enbolil a8 1

departmental
_ ience stores, fast food restaurants, convenience stores at

rol stations, chain stores, pharmacies and etc.

G‘Iu W GUIFMBISTY , GUIMSTL, UG LIMIBET GUIm&mg, LeuE LImmeT
&ifls 2 emreusLD, erfleu My Mleansuw LIGEILIMmET Seml, "GIEL GamTEs
e, LO[HHSSLD WM min L.

e By Lemer [H1iw

stores,

RITENTET G LT, 14000

For enquiries /@ el v gm .

04 - 5449 7414

the Padang Kota assemblymem-
ber Chow Kon Yeow who will
review the appeal with reference
to the PIC.

Upon granting the wishes,
Lim in return requested the PIC
to initiate direct flights from In-
dia into the state.

“As quoted by Mahatma Gan-
dhi - Let’s be the change that we
want to see - and let us all travel
down the road towards prosperity,
freedom, justice and democracy.

“Only when we travel to-
gether we are able to learn to-
gether, grow together and enjoy
the fruits of our success togeth-
er,” added Lim.

Residents from various char-
ity homes were also served with
scrumptious Indian delicacies at
the event.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister 1 Prof .Dr.P. Ra-
masamy, Chow and PIC chair-
man Datuk N. Gobalakrishnan.

Earlier, on Oct 14. Chow at-
tended another Deepavali event
in Little India jointly organised
by the service centre of Padang
Kota constituency, Padang Kota
Village Development and Secu-
rity Committee (JKKK) and
Bridged Wanita Padang Kota.

The huge crowd that turned
up at the event enjoyed the show
whilst treating themselves to

some delicious Indian delicacies.

Also present were Exco for
Housing and Town & Country
Planning Jagdeep Singh, PIC
board members and organizing
chairman Johnny Chee.

Meanwhile, at the Dewan
Sree Mariamman in Butterworth,
about a thousand visitors joined
in the Deepavali celebration or-
ganised by Bagan Dalam assem-
blymember A. Tanasekharan on
Oct 29.

Visitors from all walks of life
came as early as 11.30am to
enjoy the sumptuous buffet lunch
while being entertained by tal-
ented performers on stage.

Tanasekharan wished the
residents of Bagan Dalam a
happy and prosperous year
ahead.

“In the last nine years, the
Pakatan Harapan government
has transformed Bagan Dalam
from a ‘sleepy hollow’ to a vi-
brant and progressive town.

“I hope the people will take
advantage of the development
and be part of it,” he said at the
event.

Tanasekharan, Penang Hindu
Endowment Boards (PHEB)
executive director M. Ramachan-
dran and other VIPs also took
part in lighting up the kuthu
vilakku (oil lamps) at the event.

Guests enjoying the spread at Tanasekharan’s open house.
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People of various
races attended the
Air Putih Deepavali
open house. f

Putih®

THE joy of the Festival of
Lights was felt in Air Putih
when hundreds of people
irrespective of race and
faith turned up at the Deep-
avali Open House on Oct 24
which was made even mer-
rier by the presence of Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng and
his wife Betty Chew.
Stressing that the joy of
Deepavali transcends all
races, Lim said the same
goes for the present state
government which cares for
the people irrespective of
race, religious beliefs and
even political inclination.
The chief minister, who is
Air Putih assemblymember,

also noted that more infra-
structural improvement
would take place next year
in his constituency to ease
traffic congestion.

Also present were Depu-
ty Chief Minister II Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy, Sungai
Pinang assemblymember
Lim Siew Khim and Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
councillors Syerleena Ab-
dul Rashid, Chris Lee and
Joseph Ng as well as the
event organising chairman
P.R. Kaliyappan who also
chairs the Taman Sempadan
Village Development and
Security Committee
(JKKK).

Tech Dome
goes festive

DEPUTY Chief Minister II
Professor Dr P. Ramasamy
said Penang Tech Dome
has successfully helped to
trigger interest in science
among students to create
scientific inventions for a
better future.

Speaking at the Penang
Tech Dome’s Deepavali
celebrations at its premises
in Komtar recently, he said
Tech Dome has been organ-
ising yearly events to instill
interest in science among
the students.

He said statistics show
that more than 60,000 peo-

ple have been visiting Pen-
ang Tech Dome yearly and
the management has been
organising corporate social
responsibility events to en-
courage students to create
and invent scientific equip-
ment to benefit mankind.

All present were Sri De-
lima assemblymember
R.S.N. Rayer, Penang Tech
Dome chief executive of-
ficer Dr Khong Yoon
Loong, Temple of Fine Arts
chairman P. Murugiah and
Penang Ramanis Stores
managing director S. Pathi-
nathan.

EXPLORATION
GALLERY

COMING TO

TECH DOMEPENANG @ KOMTAR

Q2, 2018

EAGLE
LUNAR LANOER
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Nama ADUN

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

No Tel/ No Faks

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

[T; 04 -383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

T) 04-3317175
F) 04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-2618745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 -390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.m

[T; 04 - 588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM .
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH
YB Teh Yee Cheu )
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 899 9581

JAWI )
YB Soon Lip Chee
dunjawi@hotmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Lau Keng Ee , »
dappengkalankota@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 250 1521
04 - 250 1522
(F) 04 - 250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

[T{ 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
drjiayabalan@gmail.com

[Tg 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/l Rajaii T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ m 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 - 228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04 -3970115

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

buletin

L
yitisiara

PENAGA . PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 - -

BERTAM
BERTAM Asrol Sani Abdul Razak 013 - 580 6981
YB Shariful Azhar Othman m O(l)%— g% gg‘;% asrolpkb@gmail.com

§ PINANG TUNGGAL

PINANG TUNGGAL . Muhasdey Muhamad 019 - 437 2887
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin &T 84‘11- %‘5575 :33%%% muhasdey@gmail.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN
PERMATANG BERANGAN Fahmi Abu Bakar 013 -488 1601
YB Omar Abd. Hamid }T 81—%;% 12%8 mudiram@gmail.com

SUNGAI DUA
SUNGAI DUA Rosli Hassan 019 - 410 5990
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 rosli1 971@yahoo.com

TELOK AIR TAWAR
TELOK AIR TAWAR . Mustafa Kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid T) 04 - 351 2873 mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com
jahara.hamid@gmail.com 04 - 351 4389 SUNGATACHER
SUNGAI ACHEH Mohd. Rizal Abd. Hamid 012 - 424 3878
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria *T 04 - 593 3100 rizalhamid.ppksa@gmail.com
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my 04 - 593 9529 BAYAN LEPAS
BAYAN LEPAS Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) 017 - 594 1976
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | @mbasegaria.aam@gmail.com

PULAU BETONG
$glﬂgh§;‘rn%hé%orid Saad m 04 - 866 4202 M?hth]L%qh ISnm':l‘iI 019 - 5709500

- miua @gmail.com
F) 04 - 866 4202

TELUK BAHANG
TELUK BAHANG Halil Sabri Hamid 017 - 460 4849
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob m 81— %22 ]123%(]) hdlilsabri.nsh@gmail.com

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340
EPF 04-226 1000
SOCSO 04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA

KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA

FERI (GEORGETOWN)
( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP
BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga :- -

N2 Bertam :012 - 466 9681 - Fatimah Bakar

N3 Pinang :017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin
Tunggal

N4 Permaiang :012 - 505 1334 - Farrah Erika
Berangan

N5 Sungai Dua :016 - 412 8588 - Zuhair

Né }elok Air :012 - 475 4326 - Mohd. Zamri

awar

N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee

N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon
Jermal Keong
N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan
Dalam
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Jaya Mohd. Iskander
N11 Permatang :010 - 406 2128 - Nurafiqah
Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N16 Perai : 04 -3839131 - Sri Sangar
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah

N18 Bukit Tambun: 014 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor

N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai : 013 - 580 2547 - Mohd. Izzuan
Acheh

N22 Tanjong
Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus

:012 - 465 0021 - Tina
011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
:04 - 829 0614

: 012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

- Hong Kian
Beng

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah

N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

Chee
N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin
Kota Keat
N28 KOMTAR :010 - 811 7300 - Razin
N29 Datok 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
Keramat
N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Nayim
Pinang
N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
Lancang
N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James
N33 Air ltam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet
N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
Terubong Lee

016 - 205 1185
: 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

N35 Batu Uban

- Frankie Kee

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul

016 - 444 3550
04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /

:019 - 498 1096
016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
N38 Bayan Lepas: 016 - 231 0806

N36 Pantai
Jerejak

N37 Batu
Maung

- Sathya

Shamsudin

- Yusof Ismail

N39 Pulau : 012 - 464 3004 - Aidi Akhbal
Betong

N40 Telok :017 - 413 5695 - Johan Abu
Bahang 017 - 569 6712 Bakar

- Amirulzaman
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

November 1 - 15, 2017 I N F@ m

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2017
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel o/l 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
el eleliielr 1. | Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarterls KelrajaanlNegeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
Balik Pulau.
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
Kumar a/l Kanapathy 04 - 323 8757
Ol6 - 407 6058 4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP , 019 - 4572271
Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Mohcllmod Shaipol 019 - 414 6079
Ismai :
Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
S. A . Veerasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 012 - 451 5938
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 S 2, Jeverl
Nota:
Tan Chee Teong 012-401 7718 Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS ]
MBPP 2017
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
v — Kalendar Pelancongan
ama elefon R
e 4390 et Pulau Pinang November 2017
e LI T FTEng 01400 2556 MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
Woo Sze Zeng (Joshua) 016 - 557 6672
Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi 012-572 4711
016 - 451 9225
Zulkifli Ilbrahim 012 - 477 5588 r - 19— L7 25 DAYS
Francis a/l Josep 12 - 47 1 3 FESTI“&LS
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456 Gan Ay Ling 012- 4012265 - 7
Mohamad Nor .
Goh Choon Keong 019 - 4717931 24 -26 Nov J8 27- 29 Nov JF 30 Nov - 3Dec
Zaini Awang 019 - 546 3115 Cealseeng i Bl =27 127'] %UHEE EHE ",EEH FEHMHJ'
Teoh Koon Gee 016-419 1938 LITERARY ﬁHTS
ong Jng cheng 015 758 3799 Harvindar o/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250 FES{TI‘JAL FESTIVAL STIVAL
1 -
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012-4239143 )
Anuar Yusoff 04 - 507 5390
016 - 4616 390 Kala a/p Durai Raj 016 - 468 4247
Dr Amar Pritoal 04 - 582 2020 Khoo Salma Nasution 017 - 456 6012 24hb November - 3hb Disember
Abdullah 019 - 452 2020 10 Days Festivals
Kumaresan a/l Aramugam 014 -945 9621
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010 - 380 7672 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152 ! BULETIN MUTIARA :
- ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang :
Mhd. Nasir Yahya 012 - 402 6739 : Phone : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 !
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 04 - 593 5493 - ) 1 Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com 1
012 - 507 2229 Muhammad Bokhtior Wan Chik 019-4708811 ! EDITORIAL 1
] [ :
Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 - 1578 5098 ] . Editors: !
Fadzil Hj Abdullah 017 - 343 4464 ! Victor Seow (English) 1
g Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) 1
Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566 E G. Revatic (Tamil !
Zulkiply Ishak 013- 431 6161 Saiful Azwan Abd Malik 016 - 463 2787 ] Writers : o :
' Danny Ooi, M. Tanushalini, 1
Shahrudin Mohamed Shariff | 012 - 428 3160 : Chisiepiet Ve, Chei Lien [Huglihy) :
' Tan Swee Peng, Cheah Lay Ping, !
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 505 7288 ! W B Foei (Chi
= 013 - 430 2096 Shung Yin Ni 012-413 9246 ! O?%o?rggvgﬁwly(((‘-r:olr:ﬁ)se) E
1
. 1 Photographers : 1
Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019 - 225 6502 . . ? .
Wong Chee keer y | LowsyunTing el Tion Ahmad Adi Munamad, |
] i | 0 V] V] | P I, 1
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499 | Graphic Designers : :
. 1 Idzham Ahmad and Nur Afigah Zainudi 1
Hamizah Abdul Manab 013 - 591 6344 Wong Yuee Hamng 016 - 439 9121 b b
[ |
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‘teh tarik’
Sungai Muda

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix provided by PBAPP and
Christopher Tan

THE Sungai Muda continues to
show signs of pollution despite
the many concerns raised by the
Penang government and the Pen-
ang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP).

Sungai Muda fulfils the water
supply needs of three states - Ke-
dah (including Langkawi), Pen-
ang and Perlis.

The condition of the river is
very critical to Penang as it sup-
ports about 80% of the water
supply of the state.

A recent 89-second video
produced by PBAPP showed a
shocking footage of Sungai Muda
at the Lahar Tiang intake, near
Kepala Batas, Penang.

PBAPP chief executive officer
Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa said the
“teh tarik” (milk tea) colour of
Sungai Muda was due to the log-
ging and sand mining activities
of the Greater Ulu Muda.

“Kedah has several permanent
reserved forests, namely, Chebar
Besar, Padang Terap, Pedu, Che-
bar Kecil and Ulu Muda. The
total area is 143,327ha.

“Out of the 143,327ha, only
32.3% was gazetted as water
catchment areas while 64.5% was
gazetted for timber production!

“The remaining areas were
used for recreation, education
and research.

“There are also some 19,776ha
of Bukit Keramat, Bukit Salong
and part of Ulu Muda that have
yet to be gazetted as permanent
reserved forests,” Jaseni told
Buletin Mutiara in an exclusive
interview on Oct 16.

The entire permanent reserved
forests and the areas of Bukit
Keramat, Bukit Salong and part
of Ulu Muda would make up to
about 163,103ha.

Jaseni said the Penang govern-
ment and PBAPP have been
constantly asking the Kedah
government to put a stop on log-
ging and sand mining in Greater
Ulu Muda.

Jaseni.

“The entire 163,103ha of rain-
forest supply water and support
the three dams - Ahning Dam,
Pedu Dam and Muda Dam.

“About 78% of the entire rain-
forest are the water catchment
areas for the three dams. Only
22% of the rainforest are not
water catchment areas.

“However, that 22% have to
be maintained as permanent re-
served forests for the preserva-
tion and conservation of flora and
fauna. The flora and fauna act as
a buffer to the water catchment
areas.

“In conclusion, no logging
should be done at the entire
163,103ha of rainforest,” he said.

Jaseni added that the impact
of logging and sand mining
would affect the quality and
quantity of raw water supply.

“Logging exposes the land
hence there will be surface ero-
sion. Surface erosion washes the
sediments into the rivers causing
pollution and shallowing the
river.

“The water treatment cost will
be higher when you treat a ‘teh
tarik’ coloured river, compared to
if we treat a normal river.

“This is because we need to
use more chemicals to treat the
water and chemicals are expen-
sive,” he said.

Jaseni said more money would
also be spent to deepen the river.

“According to the 2014 Audi-
tor-General’s report, Kedah col-
lected about RM230.34 million
through approved logging from
2009 to 2014; which makes up an
average earning of about RM38 .4
million a year.

“Some 46,264ha were
logged during the same
period.

“The average earning of
RM38.4 million a year is
peanuts compared to the
livelihood of 4.09 million
people living in Perlis,
Kedah and Penang!

“The estimated com-
bined gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) contributions
from Perlis, Kedah and
Penang is about RM115

L

Million Litres per Day {MLD)

1000
T
Figld 0

o Y

1636
[+105.1%)

e

1483
(eTa.3%)

ek B PROJECTED CONSUMPTION 2016 - 2060

wants to buy raw water
but the Perak govern-
ment wants to sell us
treated water instead,”
Jaseni added.

Jaseni said the Pen-
ang government asked
KeTTHA to intervene
as arbitrator and the last
meeting was held in
2015. The meeting ses-
sion came to a stale-
mate.

“We have been pur-

1664
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billion.

“Why risk RM115 bil-
lion worth of economic ac-
tivities, just to get RM38 mil-
lion?” he questioned.

Jaseni said that was the reason
why the Penang government and
the PBAPP were urging the Fed-
eral Government to compensate
the Kedah government so that the
Kedah government would stop
the logging activities.

He also spoke on Penang’s
future water source, beyond
2020.

Jaseni said the water con-
sumption in Penang is projected
to be doubled by 2040.

“Our projected consumption
is about 1,696 million littres per
day (MLD) by 2040. Where are
we going to the additional water
supply?

“We have identified our future
water source, the Sungai Perak
Raw Water Transfer Scheme
(SPRWTS), in 2009.

“The scheme should be able to
supply water to Penang until
2050.

“The National Water Services
Commission (SPAN) has en-
dorsed the proposal and the
Ministry of Energy, Green Tech-
nology and Water (KeTTHA)

Projected water consumption in Penang.

supported it, but the Perak gov-
ernment has a ‘different idea’.
“The Penang government

suing the matter be-
cause SPRWTS is our
future source of water.
“This is our situation... this is
our challenge,” he added.

Soft loans to PBAPP to
finance CAPEX projects

THE Penang government has
provided two soft loans amount-
ing to RM140 million to the
Penang Water Supply Corpora-
tion (PBAPP) to finance its capi-
tal expenditure (CAPEX) pro-
jects.

PBAPP chief executive officer
Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa reiterated
that the loans are for CAPEX
projects and not for cash flow.

“PBAPP is not facing any cash
flow issues this year. Our public
listed holdings company, PBA
Holdings Bhd (PBAHB) has been
reporting operating profits and
paying dividends to shareholders
for 14 consecutive years since
2003.

“We regret the publication of
news reports suggesting that
PBAPP suffered from cash flow
problems. Nothing can be further
from the truth,” Jaseni said in a

statement recently.

He said that the loans pro-
vided by the state would allow
PBAPP to succeed in its pro-
grammes to support a “No Water
Rationing Policy” in Penang to-
wards 2020.

“The soft loans will primarily
be used for projects related to
water resource development,
upgrading and construction of
water treatment plants and reser-
voirs, laying new trunk mains,
non-revenue water management,
as well as computerisation and
geographical information system
projects,” Jaseni said.

He added that the cost of
CAPEX projects is high and re-
quires ample financing.

“PBAPP has invested a total
of RM484 million in 262 CAPEX
projects in the state from 2008 to
2016,” he said.
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Media Statement by Dr. Ong Kian Ming, Head of Penang Institute in Kuala Lumpur and Member of Parliament for Serdang.

Penang’s economy is healthy, strong with
rising incomes and decreasing inequality

DATA recently released by the Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) has shown
what many Penangites already know. Penang’s economy is growing strongly with very
low unemployment and rising wages across the board coupled with decreasing inequal-
ity. A holistic examination of Penang’s economic data shows that Penang is among the
top performing states in Malaysia on nearly all the important economic indicators.

Penang’s GDP per capita in 2016 (current prices) is RM47,322, the second highest
after Wilayah Persekutuan, Kuala Lumpur and higher than Selangor (RM44,616),
Malacca (RM41,363) and Johor (RM31,952). (See Figure 1 below)

Figure 1: GDP Per capita by state, 2016 (at current prices) (Ringgit Malaysia)

Penang’s real
GDP growth
was 5.6% in
2016, 5.5% in
2015 and 8% in
2014 (See Fig-
ure 2 below).
Penang’s real
GDP growth
was ranked 2nd
in 2014, 5th in
2015 and 3rd in
2016. Penang
and Selangor are
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the only two
states to rank in
the top 5 states in terms of real GDP growth from 2014 to 2016.

Figure 2: Real
GDP Growth
rate by state,
2014 to 2016

Penang’s un-
employment rate
of 2.1% in 2016
is the 2nd lowest
in the country
after Melaka
(0.9%) (See Fig-
ure 3 below).
This shows that
despite some of
the recent facto-
ry closures, the labour market in Penang is still very tight as a result of new and
higher value added investments coming into the state.

Figure 3:
Unemployment
rate (%) by
state, 2016

Penang’s
Median and
Mean House-
hold Income of
RM5,409 and
RM6,771 re-
spectively in
2016 puts it in
5th place be-
hind KL, Selan-
gor, Johor and
Melaka (See
Figure 4 be-
low).

Figure 4: Mean and Median Household Income by State, 2016

If we examine
the per capita
household in-
come i.e. house-
hold income di-
vided by the
number of peo-
ple in each
household, we
find that Penang
is ranked no.3
with a median
and mean per
capita household
income of
RM1,595 and
RM2,402 re-

spectively (behind Selangor and KL) (See Figure 5 below).
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Figure 5: Per Capita Household Income Mean and Median, by state, 2016 (RM)
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At the same
time, Penang has
also experienced
the 5th largest
drop in its Gini
Coefficient (a
measure of in-
come inequality)
from 0.364 in
2014 to 0.356 in
2016, a fall of
0.008. (See Figure
6 below) Note
that there were 5
states whose Gini
coefficient i.e. in-

equality actually worsened from 2014 to 2016 namely Sabah, Negri Sembilan, Malacca,
Kedah and Johor. (See Table 1 below) (Note: the higher the Gini Coefficient, the higher the

inequality)
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Figure 6: Gini
Coefficient 2014
to 2016, by state

To summarize, in
nearly all of the
economic data re-
ported above,
Penang ranks in
the top 3 among
all the states in
Malaysia and at
worse, in the top
5.Penang’s econ-
omy is built on a
sound foundation

that is sustainable and equitable.

State 2014 | 2016 Change 2014-2016
Pahang 0.36 | 0.324 0.036 Kelantan 0.393 | 0.389 0.004
Terengganu 0.36 | 0.328 0.032 Perak 0.366 | 0.362 0.004
WP.KL 0.407 | 0.378 0.029 Sabah 0.387 | 0.402 -0.015
Perlis 0.346 | 0.327 0.019 Negeri Sembilan | 0.361 | 0.380 -0.019
Pulau Pinang | 0.364 | 0.356 0.008 Melaka 0.316 | 0.337 -0.021
Selangor 0.379 | 0.372 0.007 Kedah 0.365 | 0.393 -0.028
Sarawak 0.391 [ 0.386 0.005 Johor 0.324 | 0.354 -0.030




Learning the art of sports management

Story & pix by Christopher
Tan

MEMBERS of the sports frater-
nity have been urged to continue
to bring Penang to greater heights
in sports.

Penang Youth and Sports,
Women, Family and Community
Development Committee chair-
man Chong Eng said Penang was
proud to be a sports powerhouse
in the country.

“It is important that we con-
tinue to work hard to move from
good to great.

“Passion and capacity are
needed for success,” she said in
her opening speech at the Sports
Management Seminar 2017 in
Lot 33, Prangin Mall, on Oct 21.

Chong Eng said great organi-
sations were managed through
effective and efficient leadership.

“Leaders must have the abil-
ity to rally and unite a team so
that they can move forward to-
gether.

“The organisation, in turn,
need to trust their leader that he

EEre——

Chong Eng (seated centre), deputy State Secretary (management) Datuk Ghazali Derahman (seated third from right), Penang Sports
Council director Frederick Tan (seated third left), distinguished speakers, VIPs, and participants taking a group photo after the opening

of the seminar.

or she has the organisation’s in-
terests at heart,” she said.
Chong Eng added that sports
management could be defined as
any combination of skills related
to planning, organising, control-

ling, budgeting, leading and
evaluating within a sports or-
ganisation and its activities.
Present at the opening cere-
mony were deputy State Secre-
tary (management) Datuk Ghaz-

ali Derahman, Penang Sports
Council director Frederick Tan
and other speakers.

The three-day seminar,
themed “Effective Management
to Performance Excellence”,

included a motivational talk,
networking, keynote addresses
and question and answer ses-
sions.

The seminar was held from
Oct 20 to Oct 22.
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CM hopes French
companies make an
impact in Penang

AMBASSADOR of France to Malaysia
Frederic Laplanche paid a courtesy call to
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng at his office
on Octl2.

Laplanche expressed his desire to make
the presence of French people in the state
to be felt at large.

The Chief Minister also requested
Laplanche to come up with programmes in
Penang to showcase French culture such
as through the performing arts.

Apart from that, Lim also stated that it

would be preferable if more French com-
panies make an economic impact in the
state especially by having business ven-
tures at Batu Kawan which is rapidly grow-
ing as an industrial hub.

During the visit, Laplanche also con-
veyed his amazement with the George
Town Festival conducted annually by the
state.

There was also an exchange of memen-
tos between Lim and Laplanche during the
friendly meet up.

Laplanche presenting a gift to Lim.

UNDP rep gains
insight into state’s

initiatives

THE United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP)
Resident Representative for
Malaysia, Singapore and Bru-

ei, Stefan Priesner (pic),
gained an insight into Pen-
ang’s initiatives on education
and environment when he
made a courtesy call on Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng on
Oct 25.

Lim spoke on the state’s
involvement in Industry 4.0.

“We promote STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics) teach-
ing.

“We have the Penang Sci-
ence Cafe, Tech Dome Penang
and Penang Digital Library
(the first digital library in
Malaysia),” Lim said, adding
the state government aimed to
make Penang an entrepre-
neurial and welfare state.

“We stress on clean gov-
ernance so that with the extra
money through clean govern-
ance, we can provide good
things for the people.

“We have the free Penang
CAT bus services in the
George Town city area,” he
said.

On green initiatives, Lim
highlighted the waste segre-
gation at source programme

and the “No free plastic bag”
policy.

“We are also making sure
we have more public facili-
ties, public complexes, bicy-
cle lanes and parks.

“We are doing well in terms
of economy. We are in first
position on the national list in
approved investments of
RM7.7 billion in the manufac-
turing sector for the first half
of 2017.

“Our airport is congested.
It is going to record more than
seven million passengers this
year,” he added.

Priesner replied that the
objectives were most compli-
mentary to the UNDP.
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Thank you and rest in peace, Mr Ong

Story by Christopher Tan, Danny
Ooi & Wong Boon Foei

FRIENDS and colleagues of civil servant
Ong See Fook have been showering the
family with condolence messages follow-
ing news of his passing on Oct 18.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said he
was deeply saddened by Ong’s passing.

“Ong is a very dedicated and profes-
sional special officer to me.

“Sometimes he would stay back in the
office until 3am, when the Chief Minister
is in the office.

“He created a record that no one has,
having served three Penang Chief Minis-
ters - the late Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu, Tan
Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and myself,” Lim
told a press conference at his office in
Komtar on Oct 18.

Lim said he has conveyed the news of
Ong’s passing to Koh via the latter’s family.

“Ong has contributed so much to the
state. We will miss him dearly.

“Thank you and rest in peace, Mr Ong,”
Lim added.

Local Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Chow Kon Yeow described Ong
as a quiet and dedicated person.

“He did his work diligently yet main-

Ong served three chief ministers during his tenure as a civil servant.

tained a quiet image. His passing is
deeply regretted,” Chow said.

State Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang
portrayed Ong as loyal, quiet and well-
disciplined.

“I believe that many people will miss
him,” he said.

Penang Agriculture, Agro-based Indus-
try, Rural Development and Health Com-
mittee chairman Dr Afif Bahardin said

Ong had always been very helpful and
polite.

“I felt very comfortable talking to him,”
Dr Afif said.

Also sharing the same thoughts were
Penang Hill Corporation consultant Datuk
Ng Wee Kok and Lim’s special assistant
Hong Kian Beng.

“Ong was always ready to lend a help-
ing hand. I have known him for more than

30 years.

“He is a loyal staffer, very dependable
and trustworthy,” Ng said.

Hong also said Ong was a very helpful
person.

Penang Transport Master Plan special
purpose vehicle chief engineer Datuk Ang
Aing Thye said Ong set a good example
for many to emulate.

Lim’s political secretary Wong Hon
Wai looked highly on Ong’s character,
describing him as a kind and responsible
person.

“He did not bow down to difficulties in
life. He persevered.

“He will be dearly missed,” Wong said.

Meanwhile, family members and
friends of Ong on Oct 20 gathered at his
family home at No. 24, Cangkat Minden
Jalan 12, Gelugor to pay their last respects
and bid farewell before his body was sent
to the Batu Gantong Crematorium.

Among those present were Lim’s wife
Betty Chew and Koh.

Joining them were Wong, Seri Delima
assemblymember RSN Rayer, Jelutong
MP Jeff Ooi, Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillor Gooi Seong Kin and
Hong.

The cortege left for Batu Gantong Cre-
matorium at 2pm.

Rumah Berkembar 3-Tingkat

Jumlah Unit 24 Units
Harga Minimum
Harga Maximum

Keluasan Tanah

Kawasan Binaan

: RM 730,000.00

: RM 1,029,300.00
2605 kps (min) 4596 kps (mak)
3024 kps (min) 3024 kps (mak)

Pemaju:

aman

t

Lai Keat Development Sdn Bhd .+
Blk 5-3-8, Jalan Gangsa,
11600 Greenlane Height, Pulau Pinang.

Tel: 04-6597395 - fax:04-6569105

No. Lesen Pemaju: 10508-4/08-2018/0604(L)

Validity: 04/08/2016 - 03/08/2018

No Periklanan & Permit Jualan: 10508-4/08-2018/0604(P)

Tarikh Tamat: 04/08/2016 - 03/08/2018 - Pihak Berkuasa Yang Meluluskan: MPSP
No. Plan Bangunan: Bil(2A-L)dIm. MPSP/40/20-71/1

lenis Pegangan: Bebas « Tarikh Jangka Siap: 2018

5% DISKAUN UNTUK BUMIPUTERA | HAKMILIK KEKAL

TekukurIndah =~ = i

o - 1 .
Tl Eed i
VB O =
_|__..I.!__,_$

SITE -
3t Jawi
® | MeathSeath Sellfeort
Highway
Paik Teik
Schoal
Yawata
Supermirket
usm
PELAN LOKASI "’



Why not approve Tamil secondary

school? g

Pix by Wong Boon Foei

THE Penang government has
urged the Education Ministry
to approve the building of a
Tamil secondary school in
the state.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said the state was will-
ing to provide the land for
the building of the secondary
school.

“The federal government
just has to give the approval
and provide allocation to
build the school.

“But until now, even the
approval to build one Tamil
secondary school has not
been given.

“We do not understand. If
approval can be given to
build Chinese secondary
schools and private English
schools, why not Tamil sec-
ondary schools?” Lim asked
before handing over the al-
location to SJK(T) Mak Man-
din in Tingkat Mak Mandin
3, Butterworth on Oct 16.

“Having secondary
schools is important so that
the education can progress
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Lim (centre) at the mock cheques ceremony with Arunasalam (fourth from right) and Yalisvaran (third from right). With them are
Ramasamy (fifth from right), Hock Seng (third from left), Kasthuriraani (seventh from right), Tanasekharan (fourth from left) and other

school.

and not be ‘stunted’.

“We also hope that the
ministry will not reduce the
number of vernacular schools
in the country,” he added.

The state government al-
located RM100,000 for
SJIK(T) Mak Mandin, and
Lim presented RM10,000
from his special allocation to
the Mak Mandin kindergar-
ten.

Since 2008, the state has
given an allocation of
RM1.022 million to SJK(T)

Mak Mandin and the Mak
Mandin kindergarten, while
RM356,737 allocated was
from Lim’s special alloca-
tion.

“In total we gave out
RM1.379 million to the
school and kindergarten, ex-
cluding the allocations given
out today,” he said.

The school’s Parent-
Teacher Association (PIBG)
chairman D. Yalisvaran said
the fund could help in the
building of the school hall

which is scheduled for com-
pletion middle of next year.

“We have submitted the
building plan to the Seberang
Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) and it is pending ap-
proval.

“The cost to build the
single-storey hall is about
RM1.9 million and we have
managed to raise about 60%
of the cost.

“The hall will have four
badminton courts upon com-
pletion,” Yalisvaran said.

Those who would like to
contribute can contact the
school at 04-3334428/4045.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, Penang Works,
Transportation and Utilities
Committee chairman Lim
Hock Seng, Batu Kawan MP
Kasthuriraani Patto, Bagan
Dalam assemblymember A.
Tanasekharan and SJK(T)
Mak Mandin board of direc-
tors chairman Datuk Seri A.
Arunasalam.

Transformation key to a nation's progress

THE 44th ARTDO Interna-
tional Conference was held on
Oct 13 with the theme “Trans-
forming Leaders and Talents
for a Better a World”.

“I feel transformation is
indeed a powerful word when
it’s put into action as trans-
forming allows us to be some-
thing better than what we are
without losing our originality,”
Chief Minister Lim Guang Eng
said at the launch of the event.

“It is important for corpo-
rate leaders to continuously
adapt, reform and transform to
overcome setbacks which
would enable them to stay
ahead,” he added.

ARTDO is an international
umbrella body with member-
ship comprising national or-
ganisations, educational insti-
tutions, multi-national corpo-
rations, public and private

enterprises and human re-
source management specialists
from well over 30 countries
worldwide.

The conference was held
over three days, and saw the
participation of countries such
as Indonesia, Thailand, Philip-
pines, UK,US, India, Nepal,
Algeria and many more.

“Not only corporate leaders
but everyone of us must em-
brace ‘change’ to survive, as
how the saying goes, ‘The only
constant in life apart from
death and taxes is change.’

“There is a need in particu-
lar to develop and strengthen
capacity as well as capability,
as both aspects are signifi-
cantly important.

“Despite scarcity in natural
resources, Penang is able to
achieve success depending
solely on its human talent and

has transformed its economy
to attain full employment,”
Lim added.

The Chief Minister said that
apart from human talent, we
must also have good infra-
structure, good connectivity
and good governance and the

state government which oper-
ates based on the CAT princi-
ple has proved to be the best
government in Malaysia.
Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof.P. Ra-
masamy, ARTDO president
Isa Abdulla Bu Ali from Bah-

rain, president emeritus ART-
DO International Datuk Dr.
Thomas Chee (Malaysia),
secretary-general ARTDO
International Bernado F.Ople
(Philippines) and members of
ARTDO International execu-
tive board.
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Safer, brighter jogging track

JOGGERS who frequent the
jogging track along Sungai
Pertama in Seberang Jaya
can exercise with ease now
thanks to the installation of
11 street lights and 20 con-
crete poles by the Seberang
Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP).

The jogging track is popu-
lar among residents living in
Seberang Jaya who would
jog from the nearby Taman
Tunku in the evening.

MPSP took note and in-
stalled the street lights and
concrete poles following the
proposal by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng.

Lim, on one occasion,
visited the area and found
there was a need to brighten
up the track.

“I noticed many people
frequenting this area, even

in the late evenings.

“So I proposed to the
council to brighten the area
so more people can come
and exercise. Thank you
MPSP for putting up the
lights,” Lim said in his
speech on Oct 18.

Lim added that it takes
more than just exercise to
stay healthy.

“We have to monitor our
food intake to stay healthy.

“Reduce the amount of
sugar in our food,” Lim told
the crowd.

MPSP president Datuk
Rozali Mohamud said the
concrete poles and street
lights were installed along
the 626m jogging track.

“The project cost
RM60,500.

“We started the project on
Sept 27 and completed it on

Oct 13,” he said. Utilities Committee chair-
Also present were Penang man Lim Hock Seng, Se-

Works, Transportation and berang Jaya assemblymem-

Public jogging along the
track near Sungai Pertama in
Seberang Jaya.

ber Dr Afif Bahardin and
Jawi assemblymember Soon
Lip Chee.
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flats

THE Penang government has instructed
that federal government agency JKP Sdn
Bhd tear down its Mutiara Ria low-cost
and low medium-cost blocks after the
building was found to be unsafe.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said the
developer has been told to bring down
the building and rebuild it.

“Lives are at stake. The state will not
compromise the safety of its people.
Safety is of utmost importance.

“JKP Sdn Bhd agreed with the state
to tear down and rebuild their flats,” Lim
told a press conference during the site
visit near Jalan Haji Ahmad in Kampung
Pisang Awak, Jelutong, on Oct 13.

JKP Sdn Bhd chief executive officer
Samrulzaman K. Mohideen said the
process of tearing down the building
would take about three months to
complete.

“The rebuilding of the 17-storey block
Mutiara Ria would take another two
years.

“Basically, the structure needs to be
torn down because the building material
of the supplier did not comply with the
specification as per the contract.

“Once we detected this, we tested the
samples and we found out that there were
‘proven failures’,” Samrulzaman said.

He said the company agreed with the
request by the state to tear down the flats
because the structure was not safe.

Only two floors of the flats have been
constructed so far, and construction
works have been stopped since December
last year.

JKP Sdn Bhd is also developing
the 24-storey Mutiara Rini affordable

Guan Eng (front row, third from right) and Jagdeep in a discu

housing project, located near Mutiara
Ria.

“We are still waiting for the
investigation report from the material
supplier.

“The same supplier supplied the
building material for both Mutiara Ria
and Mutiara Rini.

“We will have to look into the report
first before deciding our next course of
action. The report is scheduled to be out
within a month.

“There is a possibility that Mutiara
Rini may have to be torn down as well,”
Samrulzaman said, adding that this was
the first time the developer encountered
such a problem.

g

He added that construction works on
Mutiara Rini have also stopped since
December last year, with 15 storeys
having been constructed.

Samrulzaman  said the  gross
development value (GDV) of Mutiara
Rini is about RM70 million, while the
GDV of Mutiara Ria is about RMS50
million.

The Mutiara Ria project consists of
192 low-cost units and 192 low medium-
cost units; while the Mutiara Rini project
consists of 382 affordable housing units.

State Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh hoped that the developer can
complete the Mutiara Ria project within

tear dow

ssion during their site visit to Mutiara Ria.

a reasonable deadline.

“There were 23 squatter homes in this
area before this land was developed. We
hope that JKP Sdn Bhd can complete the
(Mutiara Ria) project within a reasonable
deadline so that the squatters can be
relocated to their units,” Jagdeep said.

Also present were Penang Works,
Transportation and Utilities Committee
chairman Lim Hock Seng, state
Religious Affairs, Domestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Committee chairman
Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kasim,
Jelutong MP Jeff Ooi, Sungai Pinang
assemblymember Lim Siew Khim and
Guan Eng’s strategic adviser Datuk
Saifuddin Nasution.

Waste collection daily for Seberang Perai low-cost flats

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
has urged the Seberang Perai Mu-
nicipal Council (MPSP) to carry
out waste collection on a daily
basis for low-cost flats instead of
once every two days as practised
currently.

To improve the comfort of liv-
ing, the state government has no
qualms on the cost of waste collec-
tion if it were to increase 100%.

“However, this is necessary as
cleanliness is a top concern,” he
said when officiating the “Majlis
Perasmian Pengecatan Logo ‘I
Love Penang” at Block 1 Mak
Mandin flats recently.

Also present were exco for

Town & Country Planning and
Housing, Jagdeep Singh who is
also Datuk Keramat assembly-
member.

Joining them were assembly-
members Lim Hock Seng (Bagan
Jermal) and Phee Boon Poh (Sun-
gai Puyu).

The Chief Minister hoped the
practice of waste collection daily will
be carried out latest by year end.

On the state government’s aim
to paint the “I Love Penang” logo,
he said this is done as a protest
against the federal government’s
plan to make Penang a federal ter-
ritory.

He added the state exco meeting
on March 3 approved a total of
RM222.590.22 for projects to paint
the specified logo on 45 blocks of
public housing schemes in Penang.
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State Government officials officiating the painting of ‘l Love Penang’ logo at Block 1, Mak Mandin flats.
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