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Ensuring we bounce back

Story by Victor Seow

THE rehabilitation of the state
as well as steps to make sure
Penang bounces back after the
disastrous storms and floods
which took place on Nov 4 and
5 took centre stage of Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng’s
winding-up speech in the State
Assembly.

“The state government had
announced the RM105 million
‘Penang Bounce Back’ pro-
gramme which serves to reha-
bilitate and rebuild the lives
of the people who were af-
fected by the strong winds and
worst flood in the history of
the state. We have three urgent
tasks facing us right now — the
cleaning up work in the af-
fected areas, the repair works
of our properties and assets as
well replacing what’s beyond
repair,” said Lim on Nov 14.

“Under the ‘Penang Bounce
Back’ programme, the state
government will be spending
RMS50 million as compensa-
tion money (in the form of)
one-off RMS500 to each house-
hold that was affected by the
floods. There’s an estimated
100,000 recipients of this one-
off RM500 payment. Each
family or business premises is
entitled to one application to
compensate the loss suffered,”
the Air Putih assemblymember
said.

“I’d also like to announce
that the total collected dona-
tion would be totally trans-
ferred to the flood victims
with an additional RM200 for

each victim. This will incur an
extra RM20 million. In the
event the collection of dona-
tion does not reach RM20
million, the state government
will top-up the balance (to
reach that figure). This effec-
tively brings the one-off com-
pensation money to RM700
per application,” added Lim.

The chief minister also pro-
vided details of other meas-
ures which will greatly reduce
the financial burden of the
common folks in the face of
adversity brought by the
floods.

“In view of the increased
water usage for cleaning
works in the aftermath of this
natural calamity, PBAPP had
agreed to exclude the Water
Conservation Surcharge
(WCS) for one cycle payment
period which is two months.
On one hand, a 50% discount
will also be given to all do-
mestic users. Commercial us-
ers, on the other, would be
entitled to a 25% discount,”
the chief minister added.

“Thirdly, the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) and Se-
berang Prai Municipal Council
(MPSP) will be giving a 10%
discount on assessment fees
for all properties. This will
cost the state government
RM40 million. Finally, all lost
or damaged documents such as
land titles would be replaced
without any charges. All these
measures which come under
the ‘Penang Bounce Back’
programme will cost around
RM105 million,” noted Lim.

Everyone regardless of whether being athletes, volunteers, ADUNs, JKKKs or the mayor is enthusiastic in play-
ing a role in making sure Penang Bounce Back!
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Putrajaya must emphasise
flood projects

Story by Danny Ooi

STATE exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow said following the mas-
sive floods that ravaged Penang
recently, the state government
had once again appealled to the
federal government to resolve
the problem.

“A total of 13 projects in-
volving an allocating of RM1
billion had been submitted to
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Najib Abdul Razak during his
visit to the flood affected areas
in Penang on Nov 7,” Chow said
when winding up his speech for
the Penang Budget at the State
Assembly recently.

He said the allocation re-

Don’t claim credit for work
not done by you, Chong
Eng tells Sin Woon

STATE exco member for Youth
& Sports, Women, Family and
Community Development
Chong Eng during a press con-
ference on Nov 10 clarified
that it was volunteers from
Buddhist Compassion Tzu Chi
Relief Foundation (Tzu Chi)
that helped to clean up SMJK
Jit Sin after the Nov 4 floods
and not MCA members led by
its Youth Chief Datuk Chong
Sin Woon as stated in his Fa-
cebook.

“He claimed on his Face-
book that MCA volunteers
cleaned up the school. SMJK
Jit Sin is located in Taman Sri
Rambai which was flooded by
midnight of Nov 4. On Nov 5,
I and some volunteers were at
the school to help residents

(who sought shelter) there to
move over to SPT Relief Cen-
tre. On Nov 6 morning, Tzu
Chi volunteers arrived at the
school to clean up the hall and
the ground floor. As the school
is in my constituency (Bagan
Lalang) and I know the truth,
I think it is important to let the
people know the truth,” she
said at the State Assembly.

“The school wasn’t cleaned
up by MCA members as
claimed by Chong Sin Woon. I
hope he doesn’t try to hijack
people’s work. I can provide
you (the media) of the video
clip of the 50 Tzu Chi volun-
teers and teachers who were
cleaning the school at that
time,” added the Padang La-
lang assemblymember.

quested was for flood mitigation
projects in Teluk Kumbar, Teluk
Bahang, Pondek Upeh, Sungai
Junjung, Parit 4, Parit Raja Uda,
Sungai Kecil, Perai Industrial
Park, Sungai Perai, Lembagan
Sungai Juru, Lembagan Sungai
Jawi, Bayan Lepas and Lem-
bangan Sungai Pinang.

“The proposed projects will
have a great impact in control-

ling floods in the state.

“I therefore sincerely hope
the federal government will
consider our appeal and extend
priority when approving such
projects,” he added.

Meanwhile, in summing up
his speech, Chow said the de-
velopment of land and buildings
has become more challenging
for town planners.

In view of this, he added a
development depends greatly
on a systematic and realistic
plan, which will have a great
impact towards economic
growth of the state, liveability
and sustainability of a town-
ship.

Penang still attracting
quality investments

PENANG has topped the
national list with RM7.7 bil-
lion in approved investments
in the manufacturing sector
for the first half of 2017.

State Industrial Develop-
ment, International Trade,
Cooperatives and Entrepre-
neur Development and Com-
munity Relations Committee
chairman Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon said the state
recorded an increase of 188%
in approved invest-
ments when compared to
RM?2.67 billion last year.

“The increase in approved
investments can help boost
job opportunities for the peo-
ple of Penang.

“Penang’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is projected
to grow by 6% this year as

compared to the projected
5.2% growth of the country.

“The unemployment rate
in Penang was 2.1% last
year, and was the second
lowest in Malaysia,” Mohd
Rashid, who is also Deputy
Chief Minister I said in his
winding-up speech at the
State Assembly recently.

Replying to a question
from Muhamad Yusoff Mohd
Noor (BN-Sungai Dua),
Mohd Rashid said that the
state invested RM75 million
in science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics
(STEM) education.

“The investments are nec-
essary for the state to be di-
rectly involved in the fourth
industrial revolution.

“The fourth industrial

revolution, also known as
Industry 4.0, is happening
and is a global trend,” he
said.

Mohd Rashid added that
the state would continue to
increase awareness among
local companies on Industry
4.0 so they could remain
competitive in the interna-
tional arena.

Replying to an oral ques-
tion from Lee Khai Loon
(PKR-Machang Bubuk),
Mohd Rashid said the real
estate market in the state will
remain on the positive track,
supported by various current
and future developments.

He said based on the Na-
tional Property Information
Centre (NAPIC) 2016, the
real estate market in Penang
will remain on a positive
track.

“According to the report,
the state’s efforts in provid-
ing affordable housing to the
people will contribute to the
real estate market and in turn
to Penang’s economic
growth,” he added.

Mohd Rashid was reading
the reply statement of Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng.

He added that data from
e-Rumah revealed that de-
mand for affordable housing
units in the state remained
high with 42,139 units, with
only 24,415 units offered for
the period from 2008 to Oc-
tober 2017.
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Making Tamil schools
more IT savvy

DEPUTY Chief Minister II
Prof Dr. P. Ramasamy (DAP-
Perai), who is the exco for
economic planning, education,
human resources and
science,technology & innova-
tion, in his winding-up speech
in the state assembly gave a
detailed account on the issues
raised pertaining to his portfo-
lio.

Bagan Dalam assemblymem-
ber A .Tanasekharan touched on
the issue concerning the state
government’s allocation to Ta-
mil schools in Penang com-
pared to the allocation from the
federal government.

Responding to that, Ra-
masamy said that since 2010
the state government has been
allocating RM1.75 million
every year to some 28 Tamil
schools in Penang.

The federal government has
given an allocation of RM
RM1,477,240 for the mainte-
nance fund for 10 Tamil
schools.

Ramasamy stated that the
state government’s desire is to
ensure that Tamil school chil-
dren enjoy a conducive learn-
ing environment, thus some
initiatives have been taken
concerning this.

‘Tell us about dangerous
hillside areas’

Story by Danny Ooi

PENANG is seeking informa-
tion from the public on hill-
side areas deemed as danger-
ous following the storm
which flooded 80% of the
state on Nov 5.

State Environment, Wel-
fare and Caring Society Com-
mittee chairman Phee Boon
Poh said the information can
be given to the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) or any
representative of the state for
verification.

He said the state govern-
ment needs to know the exact
locations so that specialist
teams can be seconded to
inspect and ascertain the soil
status.

“Please come forward. We
want to know where it is,”
Phee said when winding up
his speech at the State As-
sembly sitting recently.

Phee said this following a
news report that there were
about 30 minor landslips
along Penang Hill since a
major landslide disrupted the
funicular train service.

He also said that the state
is willing to work with the
federal government to ad-

dress concerns over hillslope
development.

The same principle applies
to liaising with civil societies
on this matter.

“We can work together.
There is room to do that but
the state government needs to
know where the landslide
spots are located. Inform us
and we will check.”

Meanwhile, on Agenda
Ekonomi Saksama (AES), he
said the state government has
spent RM26,311,213 from
2009 till October 2017.

Till Sept 2017, a total of
1,475 individuals and fami-
lies have benefitted from the
aid.

“There were 667 recipients
in Seberang Perai Utara, Se-
berang Perai Selatan (174),
Seberang Perai Tengah (274),
Barat Daya (190) and Timur
Laut (170).”

In summing up, Phee
thanked all parties including
government departments,
non-governmental organisa-
tions and private institutions
which have assisted the state
government to carry out all
its welfare, caring society and
environment projects to ben-
efit all Penangites.

Among these initiatives
were new classrooms being
built to tackle inadequacy of
classrooms, halls built in eight
schools, computer labs in 12
schools, ensuring all the
schools have modern toilet
facilities, upgrading the staff-
room and principals’ rooms,
upgrading of the school library
and increasing the number of
reading materials and equip-
ping the classrooms with 21st
century facilities in 3 schools,
namely SKJT Mak Mandin,
SKJT Bukit Mertajam and
SJKT Sungai Ara and it will be
extended to all the schools

stage by stage.

Apart from upgrading the
infrastructures, state govern-
ment’s mission is to transform
Tamil schools into “IT savvy”
schools and to prepare them to
face the challenges of the 21st
century.

The state government also
provided SWIPE (Smart Wire-
less Interactive Presentation &
Education System) in Tamil
schools since 2015.

Hence, Ramasamy said that,
the state government feels that
the introduction of ICT facili-
ties and the upgrading of infra-
structures would encourage

more parents to send their
children to Tamil schools
which would guarantee the
future of Tamil schools in Pen-
ang.

Muhamad Yusoff Mohd
Noor (BN-Sungai Dua) sug-
gested that the state govern-
ment pay attention to the In-
dustrial Revolution 4.0 in or-
der to produce sufficient hu-
man capital and talent in the
future.

In response to this sugges-
tion, Ramasamy said the gov-
ernment has already embarked
on the preparation towards
Industrial Revolution 4.0.

State to continue efforts to
increase sea produce

THE Penang government will
continue to increase the amount
of sea produce to care for the
welfare of fishermen.

State Agriculture, Agro-based
Industry, Rural Development and
Health Committee chairman Dr
Afif Bahardin said the state
hoped to stabilise the market
price of sea produce by increas-
ing the amount.

“The Penang government has
organised two programmes in-
volving artificial reefs in Penang
waters.

“In 2015, about 1,000 units of
artificial reefs were dropped into
the sea off Pulau Aman and Pulau
Kendi.

“Last year, 42 units of artifi-
cial reefs (interlock and stack-on,
triangle, and tetrahedral) were
dropped into the sea off Pulau
Kendi,” he said in his winding-
up speech at the State Assembly
recently.

Opposition leader Datuk Ja-
hara Hamid (BN-Telok Ayer Ta-
war) had earlier claimed a de-
crease in sea produce which she

believed was due to land reclama-
tion projects.

Dr Afif said Detailed Environ-
mental Impact Assessment
(DEIA) approval needed to be
obtained before any land recla-
mation projects can be conduct-
ed.

“This is to minimise the impact
of the projects to the environment
and the ecosystem,” he said.

Dr Afif added that the sea
produce increased by 7,230 met-
ric tonnes last year compared to
2015.

State boost for Islamic affairs

EXCO for Islamic Affairs, Domestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs Datuk
Abdul Malik Abul Kassim was all
praise for the Penang state govern-
ment for increasing the funding for
Islamic Affairs in the recent Budget
2018 announced by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng.

“There is an allocation of RM53
million, compared to RM50 million
givenin 2017, he said in his winding
up speech at the State Assembly re-
cently.

“Since 2008, till 2017 the budget
for Islamic Affairs has risen as much
as 112%.1t has improved in terms of
value and percentage,” he said.

He added after discussion with
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and
his strategic officer, Datuk Saifuddin
Nasution, the Chief Minister released
an initial allocation of RM 100,000
for renovation works of mosques,
surau and religious schools affected
by the recent flood in the state.

Meanwhile, he said the launching
of Penang Trade Events on Nov 26,
2016 was officiated by Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng at Gurney Paragon.

“In 2009, 15 trade events were
held. But this number increased over
the years to 40 in 2010,49 (in 2011),
198 (in 2016) and 212 (in 2017),” he
added.

“To realise Penang as a Global
Halal Centre in 2008, the Industrial
Halal hub (TPHPP) Phase 1 in Bukit
Minyak has recorded an investment
of RM185.2 million through invest-
ment of 10 companies, and four
factories are fully operational cur-
rently,” he added.

Touching on consumer affairs,
he said his office will continue to
work towards greater co-opera-
tion between the government and
non-governmental organisations
to create a consumer society
which is well protected, proactive
and able to contribute to the com-
munity.
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A ‘Budget for the Many’

THE Penang 2018 Budget
will have a projected deficit
of RM748.5m, with its “Be-
lanjawan Marhaen” or
“Budget for the Many”.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng in his speech on Nov 2
said the Budget emphasised
on the ordinary citizens.

“This Budget is our value statement which
reflects the core values of the Pakatan Hara-
pan state government.

“We must care for the ordinary people,
men and women on the street and working
families so the people are not left behind in
the new digital economy of the Industry
Revolution 4.0,” Lim said.

The state 2018 Budget projected deficit
of RM748.5m was higher than the projected
deficit of RM667m in the 2017 Budget.

Lim said however, Penang has been re-
cording actual surpluses each year despite
tabling projected Budget deficits.

“We managed to do so through savings
from our open tender system and the efficient
CAT (Competency, Accountability and
Transparency) administration.

“We are focusing on sustainable develop-
ment with five major pillars, namely eco-
nomic, political, social, cultural and environ-
mental sustainability,” Lim said.

Among the many initiatives announced
were the “I Love Penang” card, free bus
services during peak hours, the RM60m

Penang Sihat Card pro-
gramme, the RM15m
child care assistance for
working mothers, senior
citizens and disabled com-
munity appreciation
scheme and the RM10m
for hill protection.
i. “ILove Penang” card
othe key to access vari-
ous social amenities and benefits provided
by the state government.
othe Budget for Penang Institute has been
increased to RM4.5m and they will be tasked
with implementing the smartcard.
ii. Free bus services during peak hours
®state to set aside RM15m to get more
people to use public transport by providing
free rides during the peak hours in morning
and evening, on all RapidPenang buses.
ostate will work with RapidPenang to
expand the service network, revamp some
of the routes to improve bus journeys, mak-
ing them faster, more frequent and more
reliable; and to put more buses on the road.
ostate willing to start the programme
immediately, provided Prasarana Malaysia
Berhad gives its commitment in writing to
add 200 new buses and to provide free bus
rides on all RapidPenang buses during the
peak hours - in the morning and evening.
®programme can only work when the
state adopts a robust cashless smartcard
system that allows both users and bus op-

erators to monitor bus trips and usage elec-
tronically, with reference to the “I Love
Penang” card.

estate will set up a new planning unit
called Transport Penang, comprised a small
team of transport planners, modellers and
experts who will report to the Penang Trans-
port Council headed by state Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and Flood Mitiga-
tion Committee chairman Chow Kon Yeow.
iii. Penang Sihat Card programme

®households with monthly income of
RM5,000 and below to be given RM300
credit yearly in their “I Love Penang” card
to pay their outpatient treatments and medi-
cines in private clinics, capped at RM50 per
visit.

®those who are single with income of less
than RM2,500 will get RM 150 credit a year,
also capped at RMS50 per visit.
iv. Child care assistance for working
mothers

ofrom 2018, all working mothers up to
age 60 with children under six years will
receive RM300 cash incentive a year.
v. Senior citizens and disabled commu-
nity appreciation scheme

®Penang government will be increasing
the payment by 30% from RM100 to
RM130.
vi. Environmental sustainability

etate will be allocating RM10m for hill
slope protection together with a study on
climate change.

buletin
yivtiara
Thumbs-up to
state budget

PENANGITES welcomed the state’s budget
2018, especially the provisions for working
mothers and senior citizens.

Penang Women’s Development Corpora-
tion (PWDC) chief executive officer Ong Bee
Leng said the child care assistance for working
mothers is a form of recognition by the state
for mothers who have to balance their time
between work and family.

“We would like to thank the state govern-
ment for providing this aid to working moth-
ers.

“More importantly, we want to advocate
fathers to be more involved in taking care of
the family.

“Both husband and wife have to support
one another in building a harmonious family,”
she said.

Rose Charities Malaysia president Datuk
Lawrence Cheah thanked the Penang govern-
ment for increasing the payment for the senior
citizen appreciation scheme.

“Although the amount might be small to
some, it will definitely go a long way to help
those who are less fortunate in society,” he
said.

B.Prakash, 62, said he was happy with the
increased aid for senior citizens.

“The chief minister took our welfare into
consideration and we are grateful for that,” he
said.

For working mom Elly Sosila Fariq, 34,
the RM300 cash incentive was quite unex-
pected.

“This is a pleasant surprise,” she said.

We are a government for the people of Penang, says CM

By Christopher Tan
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

THE Penang government shares its success
with the people of Penang regardless of
their political beliefs or affiliations.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said the
government is not just a government for a
certain group, but a government for the
people of Penang.

“Those in the opposition parties are also
entitled to share the success of the state
because they are the people of Penang. We
are a government for all.

“That was why I was upset when there
was an allegation that victims have to reg-
ister as members of Pakatan Harapan to
receive aid from the state government.

“Where was there such a thing? This is
an insult against state government officials.

“Itis arude and baseless statement from
either from Utusan Malaysia or the state
Opposition leader (Datuk Jahara Hamid),”
he said in his speech before witnessing 16
state government agencies and statutory
bodies signing the “Corruption-free pledge
plus 10 state integrity measures” in Komtar
on Nov 16.

Lim highlighted the success of the state

in grabbing the top spot in the
Malaysia Accountability Index
with the highest score of 80%.

“Based on the Auditor-Gen-
eral’s Report 2016, Penang
managed to claim pole position
in the Malaysia Accountability
Index with the highest score of
80%,” Lim said.

He further mentioned the
success of the Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP) in
becoming the first organisation
in the country to receive the
certification for anti-corruption
management system (MS ISO
37001: 2016).

Lim said the state would not
hesitate to take the necessary
disciplinary action against

those who are not practising jageni (forefront) leading the other participants in reading out the ‘Corruption-free pledge plus 10 state

integrity in their work.

“The state government has
taken disciplinary actions against 47 state
civil servants throughout last year,” he said.

State Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan
Darus said among the disciplinary actions
taken were dismissal, salary reduction and
withholding increments.

integrity measures’ at the ceremony in Komtar.

The “Corruption-free pledge plus 10
state integrity measures” was read out and
led by Penang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP) chief executive officer Datuk
Jaseni Maidinsa.

Witnessing the ceremony were

Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, Deputy Chief Minister
IT Prof Dr P. Ramasamy and Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC)
Penang director Datuk Abdul Aziz
Aban.
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Surge in spending on sports facilities

Story by Victor Seow

STATE exco member for Youth
& Sports, Women, Family and
Community Development
Chong Eng, in her winding-up
speech in the recently con-
cluded State Assembly session,
gave a detailed account on in-
frastructure development by the
state government to uplift
sports in Penang.

“Penang is proud of its pro-
gressive initiatives with a fixed
direction which include various

Quick action by PWD to

A TOTAL of 131 slopes col-
lapsed along the road reserves
under the Public Works De-
partment (PWD) in Penang,
following the disasters on
Sept 15 and Nov 4.

State Works, Utilities and
Transportation Committee
chairman Lim Hock Seng
(DAP-Bagan Jermal) said 46
slopes collapsed on Sept 15,

MBPP’s Geotechnical Consultancy
Unit emulates Hong Kong’s GEO

risk is carried out on
existing developments
by improving the ro-
bustness of existing
hill slopes. This im-
provement to the
slopes will result in a
reduction of existing
hill site risk. In es-
sence, the hill site risk
will not go higher with

—~—r— the containment of new
- development, and the

IT was revealed at a
press conference on Nov
1 that the Geotechnical
Consultancy Unit (GCU)
of the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) emu-
lates and adopts prac-
tices of Hong Kong’s
Geotechnical Engineer-
ing Office (GEO) on
slope safety initiatives.

This was stated by
GCU adviser Dr Chin
Yaw Ming (pix) who also
gave a detailed power-
point presentation on the
roles of the GCU as well

c

infrastructure development for
an assortment of sports. These
involve the construction of the
RM45 million bicycle lane
project under the Penang Bicy-
cle Lane Master Plan which

while 85 collapsed on Nov 4.

“The affected roads were
Paya Terubong federal road
(FT220), Jalan Tanjung
Tokong-Batu Ferringhi-Teluk
Bahang-Balik Pulau (FT006),
Jalan Tun Sardon (P14) and
Jalan Jeep in Bukit Bendera.

“Following the natural dis-
asters that hit Penang, PWD
immediately acted on the

hill site risk will go
lower with the im-
provement of the ro-
bustness of existing

was planned in 2016. Another
two new badminton complexes
— one at Macallum Street which
can fit in eight badminton
courts and a basketball court —
and one at Sungai Pinang which
has 12 badminton courts,” she
said.

“There’s also a new RM2.5
million badminton complex
with six courts at Jalan Bukit
Panchor in Seberang Perai Se-
latan and a RM30 million sports
complex in Ampang Jajar, Per-
matang Pauh which can accom-

modate 30 badminton courts as
well as a swimming pool.
There’s also a suggestion for an
additional four swimming pools
and 82 new badminton courts
in four years’ time,” the Padang
Lalang assemblymember add-
ed.

With regards to her portfolio
Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development, Chong Eng
thanked Yap Soo Huey (DAP-
Pulau Tikus) for suggesting the
Golden Father Programme
which is in line with gender

equality and as a motivation for
fathers to play a more active
role in domestic chores.

“The suggestion for having
basic courses in household
management or ‘home living
skills’ to be a criteria for the
Golden Father Programme is a
good one which will be consid-
ered and fine-tuned by the state
government. The state govern-
ment takes the view that gender
equality is a pre-requisite of a
harmonious and happy family,”
Chong Eng noted.

conduct emergency, repair works

emergency and repair works.

“Sixty-one machinery such
as excavators, backhoes and
lorries were used to clear the
fallen trees, boulders and
soil,” he said in his winding-
up speech at the State Assem-
bly recently.

Lim said that the state was
actively pursuing 14 road
construction and upgrading

projects that have been de-
tailed in the Penang 2017
Budget, with allocation
amounted to RM12.76 mil-
lion.

“The Penang 2018 Budget
allocated RM61.2 million
compared to RM42.3 million
during the Penang 2017 Budg-
et for public works.

“We will continue to ensure

the work quality in the state is
the best, safe and facilitates
accessibility of road users.
“The Penang government
will continue to implement
mega infrastructure projects
that have been planned. The
plans have been studied and
they solve traffic congestion
and improve public transport
services,” Lim added.

as the scope of duties in containing
hill site risk and mitigating existing
hill site risks.

“The containment of hill site risk
is carried out on newly proposed hill
site developments by imposing com-
prehensive requirements on the geo-
technical report, and by monitoring of
design compliance during the con-
struction stage. This will prevent
newly proposed development to be a
hill site risk in the future, thus con-
taining the hill site risk,” Chin said.

“The mitigation of existing hill site

hill slopes,” he added.

“MBPP had formulated and issued
the Safety Guideline for Hill Site
Development in 2012, and now has
the mechanism for the implementation
of the slope safety guideline. All new
projects must fulfil the stringent pro-
cesses from planning, design, con-
struction to maintenance, and must be
properly reviewed before approval is
given. With proper planning, design,
construction and maintenance, hill
site developments can be as safe as
other developments,” he noted.
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Gobalakrishnan (fourth from left) handing over the cheque to Chow.

Boost for flood
relief fund

THE Malaysian Indian Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (MIC-
CI), Penang contributed
RM51,000 to the flood relief fund
set up by the state government
following the recent Nov 4 floods.

“As a responsible association,
we would like to do our part in
helping the flood victims in Pen-
ang through our small contribu-
tion.

“I would like to convey this
message to all those people who
are affected by the flood that we
are togetherwith them in these
trying times.

“We know that the state gov-
ernment is doing the needful for
Penangites (flood victims),” said
Penang

MICCI president Datuk N.
Gobalakrishnan during the cheque
presentation at the chambers on
Nov 16.

State exco member Chow Kon
Yeow, who was also present,
hoped that the state and its people
will bounce back fast.

“Itis a great loss for Penangites
and Penang itself and now we
must rise up together.

“I would like to thank the PIC
for its generosity in contributing
to the flood relief fund.

“An announcement will be
made regarding the registration
for the financial aid (one-off pay-
ment of RM700),” Chow said.

Chow stated that some 100,000
people will be receiving the finan-
cial aid and those whose vehicles
have been damaged by the rain
storm can also apply for the finan-
cial assistance.

Meanwhile, the Registered
Trustees Nattukottai Chettiar
Temples, Penang on Nov 8 made
a donation of RM25,000 to the

state government.

The fund was handed over by
the temple’s trustee A.L Lakhh-
manan to State Financial Officer

Datuk Sarul Bahiyah Abu at
the State Assembly building in
George Town.

Also present was exco for Lo-
cal Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow.

Lakhhmanan said the temple
committee wished to get involved
in helping the victims of the re-
cent thunderstorm and flash floods
in Penang.

“This is the first step to show
our support for the flood victims
to bounce back to live their nor-
mal lives again,” he added.

ntiarar

Jagdeep (right) and Devendran praying at the altar.

RIBI aid for
flood-hit non-
Islamic houses
of worship

EXCO for Housing and Town &
Country Planning Jagdeep Singh,
who attended the Sri Ayappan Seva
Samajam annual prayer at Jalan Sri
Bahari on Nov 17, said those non-
Islamic housse of worship that were
affected in the recent floods would
be given priority in receiving alloca-
tions from the non-Islamic Houses
of Worship (RIBI) fund, under
certain terms and conditions.

“I would like to announce here
that the churches, temples and gur-
dwaras that were affected in the
floods on Sept 15 and Nov 4 can
appeal for the RIBI fund concerning
the maintenance works.

“They will be given priority in
receiving the allocation (a maxi-
mum allocation of RM50,000 for
each applicant).They will need to
present the quotation in relation to
the maintenance work as well as
submit relevant documents when
applying for the fund.

According to Jagdeep, to date, a
total of RM1.37 million has been
allocated to 22 Chinese temples, 13
Indian temples, nine Churches and
three gurdwaras.

Also present were chairman of
Sri Ayappan Seva Samajam
J Devendran, the committee mem-
bers, and devotees.

TIDAK PEDULI,

Jangan baca sahaja, BERTINDAK SEGERA!

= Luangkan 10 minit setiap hujung minggu,

cari dan musnahkan tempat pembiakan nyamuk Aedes

= Jika demam, dapatkan rawatan segera

UNIT PROMOSI KESIHATAN, JABATAN KESIHATAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG
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Lim (left) and Dr. Mahathir fielding questions from the media after
their joint press conference at the Penang International Airport.
On the right is Marzuki.

Dr M visits
flood victims

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

FORMER Prime Minister Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad arrived at
Penang on Nov 8 to visit the
victims of the floods which se-
verely hit the state four days
earlier.

Dr Mahathir and Chief Minis-
ter Lim Guan Eng held a joint
press conference at the Penang
International Airport to address
the concerns of Penangites af-
fected by the storm.

“I’'m here today to show con-
cern and solidarity with those
affected by the storm. It’s an old
habit of mine (when I was PM)
to visit victims of natural ca-
lamities. We have to bear in mind
that there would only be more
occurrence of such disasters in
the future. So, we have to learn
our lessons and find ways and
means to deal with such disasters.
All these have got to do with
global warming,” said Dr Ma-
hathir.

“Besides offering words of
comfort to the people of Penang,
I"d like to laud the success of the
chief minister in getting federal
assistance during these trying
times within short notice. It is
precisely at times like this that
we should set aside our political
differences and concentrate our
efforts and resources in helping
the flood victims regardless of

race and political affiliation,” he
said.

“When there’s global warm-
ing, there’s more evaporation of
water and the same goes to the
changes in temperatures in differ-
ent parts of the world. So, there
will be excess rain plus stronger
winds caused by the differences
in air pressure. There’s nothing
much we can do about it as
global warming is a reality!” the
veteran statesman added.

Dr Mabhathir visited the flood
victims at Teluk Kumbar, Taman
Desa Murni in Sungai Dua, SK
Sungai Dua, Merbau Kudung at
Tasek Gelugor, Masjid Nyior
Sebatang and Penanti before
leaving for Kuala Lumpur in the
evening.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd
Rashid Hasnon, exco member for
Tourism Development and Cul-
ture Danny Law, Kluang MP
Liew Chin Tong, Lim’s strategic
adviser Datuk Saifuddin Nasu-
tion and Parti Pribumi Bersatu
Malaysia (PPBM) Penang chief
Marzuki Yahya.
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Dancers putting up an energetic show at the championship.

Latin dancers
strut their moves

THE Professional Latin World Champion-
ship was launched by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng at SPICE convention centre on
Nov 18.

Dancers from over 27 countries such
as America, Britain, South Africa, Hong
Kong, Spain, Italy, Thailand, Australia,
Japan and our very own Malaysian team
participated in this competition.

“I am very glad that the World Dance
Council (WDC) granted Penang and the
Malaysian Ballroom Dancers Association
(MBDA) the rights to host both the 2017
WDC Professional Latin World Champi-
onship and 2019 WDC Professional
Ballroom World Championship, Kudos to
MBDA as well.

“It is indeed a recognition for Penang
for having the privilege to host both the
championships.

“The state government has sponsored
RM400,000 for this event tonight and we

Malaysian dancers arriving for the event.

intend to sponsor RM500,000 for the 2019
Professional Standard World Champion-
ship next year,” said Lim during his
speech at the Championship.

Penang has created history by becom-
ing the first Asian country to host the
prestigious championship.

“Setia Spice Convention Centre was
built at a cost of RM300 million to give
us a platform to hold world-class events
and also to make Penang a destination for
arts and culture,” Lim added.

Donnie Burns, president of Word
Dance Council who was also present,
commended the state for having an infra-
structure such as the SPICE to host inter-
national events.

Also present were WDC honorary
president and German Professional Or-
ganization president Karl Breuer and
WDC vice-president and MBDA president
Datuk Dr.Henry Ooi.

November 16 - 30, 2017




Gone but not

forgotten

Story by Christopher Tan

TA SOLDIER is always a soldier
until his dying day.

Armed forces personnel sacrifice
and risk their lives because of their
love for the people and their country.

Penang Veterans Association
president Mej (R) R. Sivarajan said
this to guests gathered at the Remem-
brance Day ceremony on Nov 19.

“Aeuphoric sense of freedom and
gratitude to the fallen heroes who
defended our freedom; and the mel-
ancholy feeling for these warriors
and their families who had to endure
life without their loved ones.

“I understand that the first Re-
membrance Day ceremony at the
cenotaph (Penang War Memorial) at
the Esplanade, Penang, was held in

1919.

“Today, we make history of being
attendees of the 99th year since the
first Remembrance Day,” he said in
his speech.

Sivarajan said the servicemen
made their decision to be soldiers
because it is a noble profession.

“No serviceman has made a fi-
nancial fortune serving the armed
forces.

“They take the oath to defend the
King and country to ensure that life
will be good for the people and the
future generations, even at the risk of
losing their own lives,” he said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
said the fallen heroes would forever
remain in the hearts of the people.

“While we remember, honour,
and applaud their courage and sacri-

Lim greeting Hall during the Remembrance Day ceremony at the Esplanade.

fice, let us not forget the futility of
war.

“The needless sacrifice resulting
not only in lives cut short, but fami-
lies losing their love ones.

“Wars are never worth it.

“If you want to declare war, de-
clare war on poverty, on ignorance,
on corruption, on extremism, on
racism and on terrorism.

“To go to war for national and
economic interest is only an excuse
by politician who failed to deliver

and fulfil the needs of their citizens.

“That is why they need a distrac-
tion and they go to war,” Lim said.

Lim added that war should never
be an option, unless it was in self-
defence against an invading army.

“While we remember these he-
roes and heroines, let us reaffirm and
renew our commitment against war;
war of any kind against another
sovereign state.

“Let us remember them by ensur-
ing that there will be no such needless
sacrifice,” Lim said.

The ceremony began at about
7.50am with the catafalque guards
from the 19th Squadron Royal Aus-

tralian Air Force mounted around the
cenotaph as a symbolic form of re-
spect to those who have fallen.

A two-minute moment of silence
was also observed.

Representatives of government,
non-government agencies, High
Commissions, embassies, organisa-
tions and veterans took part in the
wreath-laying ceremony.

Among those present were the
Defence Advisor for the British High
Commission Col Stephen Hall, Fiji
High Commissioner to Malaysia
Kolinio Gata Takali and Royal Thai
consul-general to Penang Rittichai
Tubsuwan.

Augustine (seventh from left) joining other event committee members for
a group photograph at the press conference.

Watch out for Penang
Island Jazz Festival

THIS year’s 14th edition of Malay-
sia’s longest annual jazz festival,
The Penang Island Jazz Festival,
will be held from Nov 30 to Dec 3.

A number of musical activities
will be held in various venues on the
island such as an opening perfor-
mance at 23, Love Lane in George-
town, Fringe Stages in the lobbies
of Hard Rock Hotel, Penang and
Bayview Beach Resort, the early
morning “Sunrise@Tropical Spice
Garden” in Teluk Bahang and the
“Jazz By The Beach” stage in the
gardens of Bayview Beach Resort.

“Besides musical performances,
there will also be workshops con-
ducted by participating artistes, the
island music forum on topics re-
volving around other aspects of the
music industry, gallery exhibitions

and the after-hours jazz jam,” event
organiser, The Capricorn Connec-
tion, told a press conference held at
The Music House in Komtar on Nov
17.

Among those present were The
Capricorn Connection festival di-
rector Paul Augustine, its adminis-
trative and programming assistant
Kevin Theseira and festival admin-
istrator CY Chin.

The Penang Island Jazz Festival
2017 is part of 10-days of three
festivals, supported by Penang
Global Tourism Sdn Bhd and other
agencies, both local and overseas.

For more information on the
festival activities, visit www.
penangjazz.com, FB, https;//www.
facebook.com/groups/Penangls-
landJazzFestival.
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Youth camp
nurtures
sustainable

ATOTAL of 27 participants aged of
14 to 18 from secondary schools in
Penang and Kedah attended the
Youth Camp 2017 organised by
Penang Green Council.

This is the third year the camp is
being held.

Themed “Renewable Energy:
Power of Nature”, it was held on
Nov 4-5 at the Water Sports Activi-
ties Center Tanjung Bungah, Pen-
ang.

The camp is designed specifi-
cally to empower students to think
critically and prepare them for a

Participants learnt how to made DIY solar oven using

recyclable materials.

S S S i -
&,

more sustainable future.

It aims to emphasise on the vital
roles of youth in environmental
conservation focusing on renewable
energy.

“During the sharing session, I

-

Participants took picture happily after successfully completing
the Explorace Energy.

~=  Introduction
of Renewable
Energy to
participants.

»

A group photo with one of the speaker, Ms Loo Qiu Xi from Solarvest Energy Sdn Bhd.

A group photo with the organiser
from Penang Green Council and
volunteer from USM.

was excited about the ideas that
were presented by the participants
as it was very interesting and im-
pressive. Congratulations and thank
you to PGC for giving participants
the opportunity to share their ideas
and opinions,” said Loo Qiu Xi
from Solarvest Energy Sdn Bhd
who shared about renewable energy
and its importance to the environ-
ment.

Besides that, Lai Chee Hui from
Water Watch Penang was invited to
share about climate change mitigation.

Apart from sharing sessions,
there were several interesting ac-
tivities held throughout the camp
such as DIY solar oven using recy-
clable materials, Explorace Energy,
and environmental movie screen-
ing. Participants are given the op-
portunity to present their ideas
about models using renewable en-
ergy. Through the activities, the
participants have acquired a hand-

ful of useful information on renew-
able energy in Malaysia as well as
its importance to the environment.
Youth Camp is also supported

by a group of volunteers from
Universiti Sains Malaysia Penang.
Special thanks to Solarvest Energy
Sdn Bhd, Water Watch Penang, and
everyone who helped to made this
camp a fruitful and successful event.

Penang Green Council (PGC) is
anon-profit governmental organisa-
tion which nurture and promote
environmental awareness and edu-
cation in Penang. PGC organise
series of environmental camps and
workshops such as environmental-
themed Green Camps and work-
shops, Youth Camp, and Consumer-
ism Thinking Cap workshop as part
of community outreach efforts. For
those who are interested to be our
co-organiser, please contact us at
04-2503322/3321 or email at: info@
pgc.com.my.
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Nama ADUN

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

No Tel/ No Faks

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.m

[T; 04 -383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

T) 04-3317175
F) 04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-2618745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 -390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.m

[T; 04 - 588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM .
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH
YB Teh Yee Cheu )
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 899 9581

JAWI )
YB Soon Lip Chee
dunjawi@hotmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Lau Keng Ee , »
dappengkalankota@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 250 1521
04 - 250 1522
(F) 04 - 250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

[T{ 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbktfengah@gmail.com

T) 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
drjiayabalan@gmail.com

[Tg 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaji Rayer a/l Rajaii T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@gmail.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ m 04 - 228 8482
dappg@streamyx.com F) 04 - 228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04 -3970115
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PENAGA . PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825 - -

BERTAM
BERTAM Asrol Sani Abdul Razak 013 - 580 6981
YB Shariful Azhar Othman m O(l)%— g% gg‘;% asrolpkb@gmail.com

§ PINANG TUNGGAL

PINANG TUNGGAL . Muhasdey Muhamad 019 - 437 2887
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin &T 84‘11- %‘5575 :33%%% muhasdey@gmail.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN
PERMATANG BERANGAN Fahmi Abu Bakar 013 -488 1601
YB Omar Abd. Hamid }T 81—%;% 12%8 mudiram@gmail.com

SUNGAI DUA
SUNGAI DUA Rosli Hassan 019 - 410 5990
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T) 04 - 575 7454 rosli1 971@yahoo.com

TELOK AIR TAWAR
TELOK AIR TAWAR . Mustafa Kamal Ahmad 019 - 556 9552
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid T) 04 - 351 2873 mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com
jahara.hamid@gmail.com 04 - 351 4389 SUNGATACHER
SUNGAI ACHEH Mohd. Rizal Abd. Hamid 012 - 424 3878
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria *T 04 - 593 3100 rizalhamid.ppksa@gmail.com
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my 04 - 593 9529 BAYAN LEPAS
BAYAN LEPAS Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) 017 - 594 1976
YB Nordin Ahmad Sedang dikemaskini | | @mbasegaria.aam@gmail.com

PULAU BETONG
$glﬂgh§;‘rn%hé%orid Saad m 04 - 866 4202 M?hth]L%qh ISnm':l‘iI 019 - 5709500

- miua @gmail.com
F) 04 - 866 4202

TELUK BAHANG
TELUK BAHANG Halil Sabri Hamid 017 - 460 4849
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob m 81— %22 ]123%(]) hdlilsabri.nsh@gmail.com

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340
EPF 04-226 1000
SOCSO 04-238 9888

JPJ

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA

KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA

FERI (GEORGETOWN)
( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN

KANAK-KANAK
CAP
BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga :- -

N2 Bertam :012 - 466 9681 - Fatimah Bakar

N3 Pinang : 017 - 424 9371 - Tasrin Tugemin
Tunggal

N4 Pemaiang :012 - 505 1334 - Farrah Erika
Berangan

N5 Sungai Dua :016 - 412 8588 - Zuhair

Né }elok Air :012 - 475 4326 - Mohd. Zamri

awar

N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495 - Mr.Lee

N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366 - Yeap Choon
Jermal Keong
N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963 - Gesan
Dalam
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109 - Nor Hayati
Jaya Mohd. Iskander
N11 Permatang :010 - 406 2128 - Nurafiqah
Pasir 013 - 595 6865 - Rosli
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871 - Tira
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507 - Mr.Lim
017 - 446 1817 - Yeoh Ee Yee
N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964 - Andrew Chin
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964 - Ikhwan
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928 - Chan
Lalang 014 - 945 9786 - Lai
N16 Perai : 04 -3839131 - Sri Sangar
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735 - Lim Tuan Chun
Tengah

N18 Bukit Tambun: 014 - 404 9120 - G.Dumany
017 - 378 4448 - Khor

N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784 - Abdul Halim
012 - 456 5018 - Mr. Khor
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689 - Norjuliana
Bakap 012 - 542 4454 - Hasbullah
N21 Sungai : 013 - 580 2547 - Mohd. Izzuan
Acheh

N22 Tanjong
Bungah
N23 Air Putih

N24 Kebun
Bunga
N25 Pulau Tikus

:012 - 4650021 - Tina
011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
:04 - 829 0614

: 012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok

- Hong Kian
Beng

Eong

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah

N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

Chee
N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’ng Chin
Kota Keat
N28 KOMTAR :010 - 811 7300 - Razin
N29 Datok 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
Keramat
N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Nayim
Pinang
N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
Lancang
N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James
N33 Air ltam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet
N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
Terubong Lee

016 - 205 1185
: 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

N35 Batu Uban

- Frankie Kee

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul

016 - 444 3550
04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /

:019 - 498 1096
016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
N38 Bayan Lepas: 016 - 231 0806

N36 Pantai
Jerejak

N37 Batu
Maung

- Sathya

Shamsudin

- Yusof Ismail

N39 Pulau : 012 - 464 3004 - Aidi Akhbal
Betong

N40 Telok :017 - 413 5695 - Johan Abu
Bahang 017 - 569 6712 Bakar

- Amirulzaman
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MPSP 2017
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel o/l 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam,
el eleliielr 1. | Chiam Heng Hak Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 04 - 650 5556
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
Balik Pulau.
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
Kumar a/l Kanapathy 04 - 323 8757
016 - 407 6058 4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP , 019 - 457 2271
Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079
el Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
S. A . Veerasamy Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 012 - 451 5938
Satees A/l Muniandy 016 - 438 4767 S U2, Jeoevt
Nota:
Tan Chee Teong 012-401 7718 Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS ] I
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101 MBPP 2017
Nama Telefon
Thomas Loh Wei Pheng 8‘11_23?1010%8:63(8636 MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
Woo Sze Zeng (Joshua) 016 - 557 6672
Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi 012-572 4711
016 - 451 9225
Zulkifli lorahim 012 - 477 5588
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456 Gan Ay Ling 012- 4012265
Mohamad Nor
Goh Choon Keong 019 - 4717931
Zaini Awang 019 - 546 3115 Gooi Seong Kin 016 -457 1271
Teoh Koon Gee 016-419 1938
ong)Ing e 8]3 - ;gg g;% Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012 -423 9143
Anuar Yusoff 04 - 507 5390
016 - 4616 390 Kala a/p Durai Raj 016 - 468 4247
Dr Amar Pritpal 04 - 582 2020 Khoo Salma Nasution 017 - 456 6012 November
Abdullah 019 - 452 2020 Bounce Back
Kumaresan a/l Aramugam 014 -945 9621
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010 - 380 7672 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152 ] BULETIN MUTIARA i
1
. ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang ]
Mhd. Nasir Yahya 012 - 402 6739 ! Phone : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 1
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 04 - 593 5493 1 Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com 1
012 - 507 2229 Muhammad Bakhfiar Wan Chik 019 - 4708811 ! 1
! EDITORIAL '
. ]
Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 - 1578 5098 | . Editors : !
Fadzil Hj Abdullah 017 - 343 4464 ! Victor Seow (English) 1
g Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) 1
Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566 ! G. Revatic (Tamil !
1
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 Saiful Azwan Abd Malik 016 - 463 2787 ] Writers : - :
' Danny Ooi, M. Tanushalini, 1
Shahrudin Mohamed Shariff | 012 - 428 3160 : Chisiepiet Ve, Chei Lien [Huglihy) :
' Tan Swee Peng, Cheah Lay Ping, !
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 505 7288 o ! Wong Boon Foei (Chinese) 1
013 - 430 2096 Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246 E J. Patmavathy(Tamil) ]
. 1 Photographers : 1
Syerl Abdul Rashid 019 - 225 6502 ) . 7 .
Wong Chee Keet 012 - 451 1312 yerieena vl Rashi i Law Suun T.mg, Alissala Thian, Ahmad A(;hl Muhgmod, 1
- ] Darwina Mohd. Daud and Shum Jian-Wei, 1
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499 : Graphic Designers : 1
. 1 ldzham Ahmad and Nur Afigah Zainudi 1
Hamizah Abdul Manab 013 - 591 6344 Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 9121 b .
[ | ||




Empowering women
empowers nation as a whole

P

a gr:pup picture with all.the pariicipants.' s

MarCom Specialist

Penang Women’s Development Corpo-
ration (PWDC) is a state-funded body
established to mainstream gender into
the policies, programmes and practises
of all sectors in the state of Penang, to
achieve gender equality and social
justice. This will be accomplished
through research, advocacy and capac-
ity development in areas of gender
responsive policies, economic empow-
erment, and women’s empowerment
and leadership programmes. PWDC
works in smart partnership with all
levels of the Penang state and local
governments, non-governmental and
community-based organisations, aca-
deme, private sector and the public.
PWDC is looking for the right can-
didate who is passionate in expanding
your marketing and communications
skills by heading our Communications
arm, and aspires to work towards the
transformation of Penang through the
promotion of equality among women
and men, regardless of ethnicity, reli-
gion, and socio-economic backgrounds.

Responsibilities
® Monitoring news and advertisements

related to women, equality and public
policies, as well as propose relevant
response through media statement.

® Develops and implements specific
communication programs that increas-
es brand awareness and drive growth
of readership. Effectively promotes the
programs of Penang Women's Develop-
ment Corporation that engages target
audience.

® Coordinating the communications
output within PWDC. Create and de-
liver brochures, articles for a monthly
newsletter, annual report and other
publications.

® Media relations and external com-
munications.

¢ Coordinate State level events includ-
ing programmes for International
Women's Day and Penang Goes Or-
ange.

® Drafting press releases and speeches.
® Managing social media, website,
branding, and Communications budget
® Organise and manage press confer-
ences called by PWDC.

The ideal candidate will have:-
® A basic understanding of social

media technologies, writing and com-
munication skills in English and Ba-
hasa Malaysia (proficiency in other
vernacular languages is advanta-
geous).

® Have plenty of energy, the ability
to cope with pressure, excellent inter-
personal and teamwork skills, meticu-
lous attention to detail, and excellent
project management skills.

® Bachelor's Degree in Communica-
tions or Public Relations with 5 years
of experience. A marketing and com-
munications experience is an advan-
tage.

® Interested candidates are to submit
an application letter enclosing their
CV, academic transcripts, latest pass-
port size photo, state current and ex-
pected salary and two work refer-
ences to the address below or email
by 5th December 2017.

PWDC Sdn Bhd

Level 47, KOMTAR. 10503 Pulau
Pinang

Email: info@pwdc.org.my
Only shortlisted applicants will be
notified

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Law Suun Ting

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who officiated the Asian Pa-
cific regional conference on Oct
25 themed “Leaving No one
Behind”, said women empower-
ment results in the nation’s
progress at large.

“We should leverage our
women’s power to drive the
country’s economy to a higher
level.

“There should be an increase
in the female labour participa-
tion rate as most of the devel-
oped countries have more than
65% .(female labour participa-
tion rate),” said Lim after of-
ficiating the conference.

“If you teach a man, you
teach an individual but if you
empower a woman you em-
power a family, because the
nation is made up of families
and women keep the families
together,” he added.

The conference which was
held for two days (October 25-
26) featured 22 speakers and
session chairs from 10 coun-
tries.

Some 264 participants took
part in this conference.

“Penang is very proud to
have an innovative and ground-
breaking Gender Responsive
and Participatory Budgeting
programme, appointing women
to top government leadership
positions, a strategic partner-
ship of local government with
local community organisations
facilitated through the work of
PWDC.

“This initiative is gaining
increasing regional and global
recognition, as a viable model
of community participation and
people-oriented government,”
added Lim.

The Chief Minister also em-
phasised the importance of
creating equal opportunities for
girls in acquiring education.

Also present during the event
were, Penang Mayor Datuk
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Exco
for Youth and
Sport,Women,Family & Com-
munity Development Chong
Eng who is also the Director of
Penang Women Development
Corporation (PWDC) and CEO
of PWDC Ong Bee Leng and
the UNDP (United Nations
Development Programme) Res-
ident Representative for Malay-
sia, Singapore and Brunei
Darussalam Stefan Priesner.



Road closure for Penang Bridge Marathon

Story & pix Danny Ooi

THE Penang Bridge International Marathon
(PBIM) committee on Nov 15 announced
that the Penang Bridge will be closed on Nov
26 from midnight until 10am.

ASP Ahmad Affzanizam Mohd Dali from
the Investigation and Traffic Control unit at
the Penang Police Contingent said the closure
of the Penang Bridge as well as specific roads
during the said time frame serves to facilitate
a smooth event.

However, the Sultan Abdul Halim
Mu’adzam Shah Bridge (Second Penang
Bridge) will be operating as usual on that day.

“Lebuhraya Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu, from
the junction of Seagate traffic light to the
junction of Jalan Ahmad Nor will be closed
from midnight till 10am on Nov 26 in both
directions.

“However, after Sam from the junction of
Seagate traffic light to Bayan Baru rounda-
bout, the road will be reopened to traffic in

marathon.

both directions,” he told a press conference
with Penang Bridge International Marathon
chairman and exco for Tourism Development
Danny Law Heng Kiang at Komtar on Nov
15.

Also present were Grab northern region

(From left) Ahmad, Law and Mohd Aidid checking out the road closure for the

manager Teoh Tsin Yok and PBIM deputy
chairman Datuk Syed Mohd Aidid Syed
Murtaza.

Ahmad Affzanizam added that Lebuhraya
Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu from Batu Uban in-
terchange to Jalan Ahmad Nor will be reo-

pened after 7am.

After 9am, Lebuhraya Tun Dr Lim Chong
Eu will be reopened to traffic from Bayan
Baru roundabout heading towards George
Town.

“Persiaran Bayan Indah in front of
Queensbay Mall will be closed from midnight
to 11am on Nov 26.

“We would like to advise the public not to
park along the race route to prevent conges-
tion and hindrance to runners.

“Also keep your valuables out of sight to
prevent break-ins into your cars,” he cau-
tioned.

PBIM 2017, expected to attract 35,000
runners from 70 countries, will start off with
a display of fireworks at around 1.20am and
flag-off for the full marathon followed by half
marathon, 10km Run and Fun Run (8km)
beginning at 1.30am.

The event will end with a prize giving cere-
mony at 9.25am followed by a lucky draw
and end at 10.30am.

Residents urged to pay
maintenance fees for own benefit

EXCO for Housing and Town &
Country Planning Jagdeep Singh,
who presented a keynote address at
the launch of the “How to Convene
& Conduct Proper and Effective
General Meetings for ]IMB & MC
under SMA 2013” seminar and
panel discussion on Nov 16, said it is
vital to educate residents on the im-
portance of paying maintenance fees
as it benefits them.

“Apart from providing adequate
affordable housing projects it is
equally important to have good man-
agement practices.

“The state government is very
sensitive towards problems and con-
cerns that have been raised by resi-
dents in stratified properties.

“In Penang, we have a population
of 1.6 million, and out of that, it is
estimated that 1.06 million people
live in high-rise buildings, hence the
state government will make sure that
the Joint Management Bodies (JMB)
and Management Corporation (MC)
are formed as required under federal
legislation, namely the Strata Titles
Act 1985, said Jagdeep.

Jagdeep also stated that the state
government to-date has already spent
RM11 4 million through the Penang
Maximum 80% Maintenance Fund
(Tabung Penyelenggaraan Maksima
80% Pulau Pinang) to assist 75 hous-
ing projects.

“We will continue to assist hous-
ing projects in terms of maintenance
unlike the federal programme 1Ma-
laysia Maintenance Fund (Tabung

Penyelenggaraan 1Malaysia -
TP1M), which has disastrously failed,
whereby technically they are sup-
posed to assist Affordable Housing
Type ‘A’ and ‘B’ (Low and Low
Medium Cost) by giving 90% and
70% of funds respectively for the
maintenance of those housing
schemes that cannot afford it.

“Where they have failed we will
continue to deliver, but the most im-
portant thing is ideally all MCs and
JMBs should strive to achieve an
optimal level of collection of mainte-
nance from their residents which is
actually your responsibility.

“The state and federal govern-
ments can assist much, but finally it
is the responsibility of JMBs and
MC:s to educate residents that by
paying up their maintenance fees,
they tend to benefit from it,” he
added.

The IMB/MC were also urged by
Jagdeep to come up with strategies to
encourage residents to pay their
maintenance fees without fail.

The seminar is intended to give a
clear and precise understanding of the
key areas in the convening and con-
ductof the general meetings for JMB/
MC pursuant to the Strata Manage-
ment Act 2013 (SMA) and Strata
Management Regulations 2015
(SMR) that were enforced on June
12,2015 in Penang.

Also present were Lim Chien
Aun, chairman of Royal Institution
of Surveyors Malaysia Northern
Branch and the committee members.

FINANCE OFFICER

About PWDC

If you aspire to see women and men have
opportunities, rights and freedom to develop
their full potential in Penang, this could be
the finance position that hits all the right
notes for you. You’ll be part of a vibrant state
corporation working towards the transforma-
tion of Penang through the promotion of
equality among women and men of all eth-
nicities, religions and socio- economic
backgrounds.

Responsibilities:

® Perform daily book keeping transactions
® Handle petty cash claims

® Handle full set accounts, profit & loss and
balance sheet

® Prepare monthly/quarterly/yearly manage-
ment/financial reports including cash flows
® Prepare programs expenses/ reports

® Perform monthly bank/cash reconciliations
and ensure funds in bank is accounted for
® Ensure prompt payment to vendors/sup-
pliers

¢ Handle monthly fixed asset record listing
and depreciations

® Ensure finance documents/reports are
properly filed

® Assist in preparing yearly work plan for
Admin & Finance dept

® Assist in compiling the program budgets
and ensure within the budget allocations

e Liaise with Auditor on yearly accounts
audit and tax compliance

® Assist on matters related to Admin & HR
and other matters when assigned by the
Management

Requirements:
e LCCI Higher/ Diploma in Accounting/
Finance/ Business with 2 to 3 years’ experi-
ence
® Knowledge in accounting system will be
an added advantage
® Required language: Bahasa Malaysia and
English
Candidates without academic qualifications
but with relevant working experience may
be considered
Have plenty of energy, a calm ‘customer
focused’ manner, the ability to cope with
pressure, excellent interpersonal and team-
work skills, meticulous attention to detail,
able to work independently with minimal
supervision and must be computer literate.
Interested candidates are to submit an ap-
plication letter enclosing their CV, aca-
demic transcripts, latest passport size photo,
state current and expected salary and two
work references to the address below or
email by 15th December 2017.

PWDC Sdn Bhd

Level 47, KOMTAR. 10503 Pulau
Pinang

Email: info@pwdc.org.my

Only shortlisted applicants will be
notified
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Towards income improvement
by digital platform

TO empower women in economic
sector, Women’s Economic Em-
powerment Program, PWDC in
collaboration with Malaysian
Digital Economy Corporation
(MDEC), Open University Malay-
sia Seberang Jaya (OUM), and
Penang Skills Development Center
‘(PSDC) has organized two work-
shops. These workshops have
gained very positive feedback from
women and men in Penang.

The workshop aims to em-
power women in terms of knowl-
edge and providing beneficial and
substantive information to give an
opportunity for gaining income
through digital work. The pro-
gramme allows women and men
who are not able to work in a for-
mal setting to have another op-
portunity to work at home and
contribute to generating family
income.

The first session of the work-
shop organized at OUM Seberang
Jaya with 42 participants had pro-
duced informative input from
feedback at the workshop. Mean-

Group photo of eRezeki Workshop - Towards Income Improvement By Digital Platform.

while, in PSDC a total of 43 par-
ticipants participated in the work-
shop. Based on the positive feed-
back, PWDC hopes that it will
encourage and create more positive
vibes to all participants to be in-
volved in digital work. Some
showed their keen interest in devel-
oping a career in digital platform.
The participants’ response showed
that majority of them have a huge
interest in participating in the work-
shop and would like to take part in
the next session for the next level
of this workshop series.

The eRezeki workshop was
given recognition by the state gov-
ernment and the workshop session
on 7th October 2017 was launched
by YB Chong Eng, EXCO for
Youth & Sports and Women, Fam-
ily, & Community Development
Penang, as well as PWDC Chair-
person.

Based on the data gained from
the Department of Statistic Malay-
sia, labour force participation rate
among women in Malaysia only
reaches 54.3% in 2016. Nonethe-
less, in Penang we have reached

57.9%, which is higher than the
national rate. However, to achieve
adeveloped and high income coun-
try status, the labour force partici-
pation rate for women should be
more than 60%. Therefore, PWDC
plays an important role in increas-
ing this rate by encouraging and
supporting women in economic
participation activities.

In future, PWDC will be organ-
izing more economic workshops
like the eRezeki workshops to en-
able more women to participate in
economic activities.

Women’s Economic Empowerment (WEE)

for women in Penang

PENANG Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation’s WEE divi-
sion was formally setup in
December 2016 with the vision
to empower women in Penang
to have access to income-gen-
erating opportunities, assets
and services. WEE strives to
achieve this vision by working
with the communities in Pen-
ang, the State Government and
relevant stakeholders to achieve
a balanced state economy
though advocacy, capacity
building and create an enabling
ecosystem for women to be
economically empowered.

There are 2 main focus areas
that WEE will be working at, the
first being the enablers for wom-
en to enter and be retained in the
workforce in the formal econo-
my, and the second will be to
ensure that the women in the
informal economy will leverage
on opportunities to participate in
the economy and have the social
and legal protection.

Since its formation end of

last year, the WEE team has
conducted 3 study visits to
various government depart-
ments to learn and study about
child care support and pro-
grams that empowered women.
WEE is also undertaking the
effort to do a demographic
profiling study in Penang to
ascertain needs according to
locations and target groups to
better plan programs that will
bring optimum economic im-
pact to the Penang communi-
ties. According to a project by
Malaysia Ministry of Women,
Family and Community Devel-
opment (MWFCD) and United
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) on the ‘Study
To Support The Development
Of National Policies And Pro-
grammes To Increase And Re-
tain The Participation Of Wom-
en In The Malaysian Labour
Force: Key Findings And Rec-
ommendations’, its survey and
consultations revealed that
women’s work pattern behav-
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iour is significantly associated
with various socio-economic
factors that include: location
(urban/rural), age group, and
education level. Care issues,
especially among working
mothers is one of the issue re-
quires immediate attention.
WEE’s work in the past
months also include organising
capacity building workshops for
young entrepreneurs and digital
workers, coordinate the platform

for young entrepreneurs to pro-
mote their products or services,
and awareness raising program
on the importance of shared re-
sponsibility at home which
contributes to maintaining a
healthy and balanced household.
PWDC welcomes and values
partners who wish to work to-
gether with us to close the gen-
der gap, an important factor to
work on in order to achieve a
balanced state economy.
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Penang Goes Orange
Pre-Launch Event@
Dewan Undangan Negeri
(DUN) Pulau Pinang

THE Penang
Goes Orange
(PGO 2017)
campaign for
this year, organ-
ised by Penang
Women’s Devel-
opment Corpo-
ration (PWDC)
made its colour-
ful orange debut
at a pre-launch
event at the Pen-
ang State Legis-
lative Assembly
on 6 November
2017. On a grey
cloudy morning
with a light lin- e
gering drizzle, [ YAHETS '
the usually Y Ee :
white imposing  “we (10 AE DEL
buildings with ¢~ " THEL
tall Roman pil- '

lars where the

state assembly

sits, seemed to come alive with the colouful
streamers with bold messages on stopping
sexual crimes, laid along one end of a long
corridor leading to the dining hall. The sight
created a murmured stir among the smartly
dressed state assembly members and caught
the attention of the Dewan Undangan Negeri
(DUN) Speaker, YB Dato’ Law Choo Kiang
as they came out of the assembly hall for the
lunch break.

YB Dato’ Law Choo Kiang who was ever
sporting, visited the PGO 2017 campaign
booth set up along the corridor, and obliged
with a request for a photo-shoot with a cam-
paign message to show his support for the
PGO 2017 campaign. Soon this attracted
many other state assembly members and
guests, and many were also persuaded to take
a photo in support of the ‘Stop Sexual Crime’
campaign. There were smiles on the faces of
the VIP house members when they posed for
a photo and they were kindly reminded to
show a grim face instead, to express their
strong disapproval of sexual crimes against
women, men and children. ‘Stop Sexual
Crime’ metal lapel pins were pinned to lapels
of their jackets and each member was given
an orange handkerchief to symbolise their
support and solidarity with the PGO 2017
campaign.

Later a queue began to build up as after
the VIP house members have had their photos
taken, members of the Police, building secu-
rity, facilities and support services staff made
a beeline to the photo booth. The Penang Goes
Orange pre-launch campaign at DUN man-
aged to bring some cheer and colour to the
DUN sitting and building that day, despite the
grey skies and recent statewide floods which
dominated debate and discussion at the house
sitting.




Renesas marks 45th year in Penang

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

RENESAS, originally known as Hitachi
Semiconductor, is one of the “Eight Samu-
rais” who are among the pioneer companies
which came to the Bayan Lepas Silicon
Valley in 1972.

Starting with 200 employees at its first
plant in Bayan Lepas, the company now has
several subsidiaries including Renesas
Semiconductor Design and Renesas Semi-
conductor Kulim plant which bring its total
workforce to around 2,000 of which 1,600
are based in Penang.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said this
when officiating the company’s 45th anni-
versary dinner event held at SPICE Arena
in Relau recently.

“Your design subsidiary is a testimony
to your high technology and knowledge-
based skill sets. “Indirectly this enhances
your reputation as a key investor and reaf-
firms your commitment to Penang’s grow-
ing economy,” Lim said.

Renesas Penang has invested about
RM600 million from 2015 into 2019.

Among those present at the function were
Renasas Semiconductor Production Tech-
nology (RSPT) president Osamu Nogimura,
Renasas Semiconductor (M) Sdn Bhd

Lim (centre) joining other VIP guests during the anniversary dinner function.

president Yasushi Kasatani and Consul-
General of Japan in Penang Kiyoshi Itoi.

Lim said as Renesas continues to grow
in the electronics industry, the Penang state
government is happy that it has created
many employment opportunities for Pen-
angites.

The Chief Minister also lauded Renesas
Semiconductor as one of the companies that
participated and contributed much to the
Tech Dome Penang project in Komtar.

PMEX Conference 2017
creates history, says CM

EVEN though Penang is already well-
known as a medical hub of interna-
tional standard, the state government is
still very committed in further enhanc-
ing this status.

“And today, we have written another
record in history by holding our very
first Penang Medical Expo & Malaysian
Healthcare Policy Conference
(PMEX),” Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said when launching the event at
SPICE Arena in Relau on Nov 10.

He said the healthcare event not only
showcases the healthcare system in
Penang but also aims to strengthen
Penang as one of the main players in
reviewing and discussing healthcare
policies together with prominent medi-
cal professionals participating in this
two-day event.

Also present were exco for Health,
Dr Afif Bahardin, Penang Convention
& Exhibition Bureau CEO Ashwin Gu-
nasekaran and Penang Centre of Medi-
cal Tourism chairman Dr Mary Ann
Harris.

“Penang has a huge potential in
medical and healthcare services. It
contributed 46% of the Malaysian
medical tourism revenue in 2016 which

is an increase of 3.08% compared to
2015.

“This shows that medical and health-
care-based industries have become one
of the prominent industries in Penang,”
Lim said.

The Chief Minister said from 2018
onwards, the state government will
introduce a new Healthy Penang Pro-
gramme (Program Penang Sihat) for
households earning a monthly income
of RM5,000 and below.

“This will help ordinary working
people who fall sick to see a doctor
immediately without worrying too
much about expensive charges or trav-
elling to government clinics that are far
away from their homes.

“The estimated cost of this pro-
gramme which will benefit 195,000
households is RM60 million per year.

“This is a serious undertaking by the
Penang government despite the fact that
health remains entirely under federal
jurisdiction,” he added.

The PMEX Malaysian Healthcare
Policy Conference saw a line-up of 22
speakers, ranging from policy makers
and medical professionals including
surgeons and physicians.

Lim said Penang is an industrial state
that depends on manufacturing and ser-
vices industry. Penang contributes about
one-third of Malaysia’s trade surplus and a
quarter of Malaysia’s total imports and
exports.

“As free trade and open market is impor-
tant for Penang, Japan is one of Malaysia’s

top trading partners.

“Today, Penang is one of the global
hubs in the electronics and electrical
manufacturing and plays host to over 300
multinational companies. The state has
also recorded strong investment in
manufacturing sector over the last nine
years,” he added.
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EU head hopes for closer ties

with Penang

THE Head of Delegation of the
European Union to Malaysia
Maria Castillo Fernandez (pix)
and her team on Nov 2 paid a
courtesy visit on Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng at his office in
Komtar.

In greeting his guests, Lim
extended his invitation for them
to visit the various developments
in the state.

He mentioned the STEM
Learning Centre, Tech Dome,
Penang Science Cafe, the Habi-
tat and others as the exciting
places to visit.

The Chief Minister also men-
tioned Penang as a food haven
and invited the team to try out
the various well-known deli-
cious local food in George Town.

“Do not leave Penang, with-
out tasting its hawker fare,” Lim
told his guests.

He commented the recent di-
rect flight announcement by
Qatar Airlines to Doha next year
as timely.

“This means that those plan-
ning to go to any European,
Middle East and African coun-
tries can now bypass Kuala
Lumpur and fly directly from
Penang.

“We expect the number of
tourists to further increase by
then,” he added.

Meanwhile, Maria Castillo
expressed her wish for Penang
to work closely with Europe in
all areas, especially in cultural
exchange, trade and tourism.

She said she will plan for all
her ambassadors for a meet-up
with the Chief Minister in the
near future so that the discus-
sions to achieve this objective
will materialise.

|

Lim (centre) sharing a light moment with Maria Castillo (left) during the courtesy visit.




Royal couple dazzle Penangites
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Story by Victor Seow &
Tanushalini Moroter

Pix by Shum Jian-Wei &
Alissala Thian

MUCH anticipation and excite-
ment filled the air on Nov 6 at §pm
as the Royal Air Force plane car-
rying the Prince of Wales, Prince
Charles, and his wife the Duchess
of Cornwall Camilla touched
down at the Penang International
Airport in Bayan Lepas.

Prince Charles and the Duchess
of Cornwall were in the state for a
two-day visit before departing for
their next destination, India.

They arrived in Malaysia on
Nov 2 and over the span of seven
days until Nov 8, their visit to
commemorate 60 years of bilat-
eral ties between Malaysia and
Great Britain also included the
nation’s capital Kuala Lumpur,
Perak and Sarawak besides Pen-
ang.

The Royal couple were given a
warm red carpet welcome by
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and
his wife Betty Chew.

Others who were present in-
cluded members of the State Ex-

The Royal couple were given a grand send-off by a Malay Regiment
of the Armed Forces prior to their departure on a Royal Air Force

airplane to India.

ecutive Council, Speaker Datuk
Law Choo Kiang, Minister-in-
Attendance Datuk Seri S. K. De-
vamany who’s also Deputy Min-
ister in the Prime Minister’s De-
partment, State Secretary Datuk
Seri Farizan Darus, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Da-
tuk Maimunah Mohd Sharif and
representatives from the British
Embassy.

On Nov 7, Prince Charles and
Camilla made their first stop at the
198-year-old St. George Church
in the George Town heritage site.

After spending around 10 min-
utes in private prayer, they were

Camilla having a delightful conversation with two artistes dressed

in Chinese opera attire.

given a guided tour within the
church compound.

They then proceeded to Masjid
Kapitan Keling where a rousing
welcome was given by akompang
troupe.

Prior to their departure, the
Royal couple planted a sapling to
commemorate their 30-minute
visit to the historic mosque.

This was followed by a short
visit to the Han Chiang Ancestral
Hall which houses the Penang
Teochew Association and the Sri
Mahamariamman Temple both of
which are located along Chulia
Street.

By noon, the Royal couple ar-
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The Duchess of Cornwall (seated centre) is thoroughly mesmerised
by the complexity in manoeuvring the puppet figure used in a

‘wayang kulit’ performance.

rived at the Teochew Puppet &
Opera House at Armenian Street
and were greeted by loud cheers.

The Royal Couple were ac-
companied by Deputy Chief
Minister I Datuk Mohd Rashid
Hasnon, exco for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow, Maimunah and exco for
Tourism Development and Cul-
ture Danny Law.

A puppet show as well as Chi-
nese opera were performed by our
local artistes at the opera house to
welcome them.

The Prince of Wales then took
a stroll towards China House
which is located at Beach Street
and was later joined by his wife
Camilla.

At China House, the Royal
couple tried their hand at batik
making.

Meanwhile, the next stop by
Prince Charles was at the World
Fish Centre in Batu Maung.

He was welcomed by exco
members Dr Afif Bahardin and
Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
and a presentation was given to the
Prince on the research done by the
centre.

The prince then headed to the
Royal Malaysian Air Force
(RMAF) base in Butterworth
where Malaysian Air Force per-
sonnel as well as those from Aus-
tralia gave him a warm reception.

In the evening, Prince Charles
and Camilla spent two hours at the
Peranakan Mansion admiring and
gaining insights into the priceless
artifacts.

The chief minister and his wife
finally managed to play host to the
Royal couple after a busy day at-
tending to the needs of the flood
victims on the mainland.

Despite it being a short visit,
Prince Charles and Camilla thor-
oughly had the best and most
profound of what Penang has to
offer.

From the priceless relics of
Peranakan culture to the multitude
of colours and beliefs which make
up Penang’s multiculturalism and
attractive social fabric, Prince
Charles and Camilla will have
fond memories of Penang for
many years to come.

The Prince of Wales and Duch-
ess of Cornwall Camilla left Pen-
ang for India in the morning of
Nov 8.
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MPSP’s five-

year strategic
plan ready in
December

Story by Christopher Tan

THE Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP)
is working on its Seberang
Perai Strategic Plan 2018-
2022 and it is scheduled to
be completed in December.
Council president Datuk
Rozali Mohamud said the
strategic plan was a five-
year commitment of the
council to its stakeholders
in Seberang Perai.

“We will formulate our
programmes and activities
based on 10 main strategies
that were chosen by the

stakeholders.

“The main strategies are
a safe environment, quality
infrastructure, healthy
living, green development
and clean environment, new

technology application,
competitive urban economy,
strengthen  culture  and
heritage, a resilient and

empowered city, community
engagement and an
impartial and inclusive
city development,” Rozali
said in his speech during
the corporate assembly at
the MPSP office in Bandar
Perda on Nov 1.

leti
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Rozali and his MPSP staff are enthusiastic in meeting the needs and expectations of the Seberang

Perai residents.

He added the council
has planned to raise the
recycling rate to 70% by
2022.

“We have managed to
achieve arecycling rate of 42%
last year. We want to achieve
70% by 2022,” he said.

A translator was also
spotted on stage delivering
messages to those who are
hearing impaired using sign
language.

“We can see that we are
heading for a positive change
in MPSP by practising social

inclusion.

“We want our messages
to also reach those with
disabilities as they must not
be left out,” he said.

There are 38 disabled
workers working for the
council.
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Upgraded lifts for
Seruan Emas

EXCO for Housing and Town
& Country Planning Jagdeep
Singh visited the Seruan Emas
Flats at Solok Rawana on Oct
29 to check on the lifts which
were upgraded recently through
the Penang Maximum 80%
Maintenance Fund (TPM80OPP).

“I’m glad to be witnessing
the completion of the upgrading
works at a total cost of

RM161,438.

“The  state  government
through its TPM8OPP
contributed RM129,150.40

while a sum of RM32,287.60
was contributed by the residents.
“The Penang government

will continue with maintenance
works foreligible housing unlike
the federal government which
has not performed well under
its Tabung Penyelenggaran
1 Malaysia (TPIM),” said
Jagdeep after paying a visit to
the flats.

It is understood that, since
2013, wunder the TMPSOPP
fund some 94 lifts have been
upgraded or replaced throughout
the island and mainland at a
total cost of RM10,181,450.18
of which RMS,334,934.14
was contributed by the state
government.

“I urge the  federal

government now with the
Budget 2018 announcement
to immediately approve the
outstanding 114 applications
from Penang without any
further delay.

“Out of the 143 applications
to the TP1IM fund from Penang
since 2012, only 29 have been
approved,” Jagdeep said.

Also present during
Jagdeep’s visit were chairman
of Seruan Emas JMB Loui E
Tan, the committee members
and residents.

Jagdeep checking on the
upgraded lift at Seruan Emas
Flats.

The entrance of the 140-year-old Boon San Tong Khoo Kongsi as seen
here. The clan house is restored to its full glory through the efforts of its

clansmen and the state government.

Effort pays off in restoring
heritage clan house

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Cheah Lay Ping

THE renowned Boon San Tong Khoo
Kongsi clan house at Lebuh Victoria has
been restored after hard effort and financial
resources were poured into the project and
it was finally officiated by Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng on Oct 17.

It is the third restoration effort by the
historic Boon San Tong Khoo Kongsi in
the 140 years since its founding - the first
in 1931, the second in 1960 and this year
being the third.

“Today, your main objectives are to look
after the welfare of your clansmen and to
carry on with the age-old tradition of ances-
tor worship during certain festivals. It is
very encouraging to see great care has been
taken over the last 140 years to maintain
and preserve your historical monument for
your future generation,” Lim said in his
speech.

“There is no doubt that the Chinese
community played a very important role in
developing the economy of Penang and
this includes Khoo Kongsi. The state gov-
ernment will continue to develop Penang
and continue the leading role played by the
state in the Malaysian economy,” he added.

The restoration work of the clan house,
according to its president Khoo Soo Hay,
cost RM2 million and Lim pledged
RM100,000 from the state government to
the restoration fund.

Also present were Lim’s wife Betty
Chew, exco member for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow, Komtar as-
semblymember Teh Lai Heng, Leong San
Tong Khoo Kongsi president Datuk Seri
Khoo Keat Siew, the event organising
chairman Datuk Khoo Kay Hock as well
as 55 non-Malaysian Khoo clansmen who
came from China, Myanmar, Macau and
Singapore.

BioBlitz on Penang Hill

Story by Tanushalini Moroter
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Penang Hill BioBlitz 2017 which began on
Oct 16, officially concluded on Oct 26 with an
appreciation dinner at the Curtis Crest Treetop
Walk, The Habitat Penang Hill.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng who graced the
event said it is important to instill a deep connec-
tion with the environment among the future gen-
erations as our common future depends on it.

“We are creating a world class rainforest dis-
covery centre which showcases nature and con-
tinues to draw local and international visitors while
playing an important role in environmental educa-
tion within the community,” Lim said at the event.

The project is an initiative to expand the exist-
ing biodiversity knowledge of Penang Hill by
describing the flora and fauna found within The
Habitat and the adjacent Bukit Kerajaan Perma-
nent Forest Reserve which was established in
1911.

More than 120 local scientists, naturalists,
students, environmental educators as well as the
team from California Academy of Sciences was
involved in a historic collaboration to document
plant and animal life at Penang Hill.

From the two-week survey alone, more than

1,500 species of plants and animals were recorded
and more will be confirmed as the participating
researches further their work in their respective
labs.

The surveys are part of the initiative by the
Penang state government to nominate the forests
of Penang Hill to be part of the Biosphere Reserve
under the Unesco Man and Biosphere Programme.

“On behalf of the Penang state government, I
would like to register our sincere appreciation to
all scientists and naturalists who have been part of
the Penang Hill Bio Blitz 2017.

“I am certain that the discoveries from the top-
to-bottom exploration of the forest over these past
two weeks, which I am told is a world-first, will
not only strengthen the nomination but provide
insights into the forests of Penang Hill which will
engage and inspire us,” Lim noted in his speech.

Also present at the event were Deputy Chief
Minister 1 Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon, exco for
Local Government, Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon Yeow, exco for Youth
and Sport, Women, Family & Community Devel-
opment Chong Eng, Penang Hill Corporation
general manager Cheok Lay Leng, Habitat’s own-
ers Harry Cockrell, Rosna Yusoff Cockrell and
Reza Cockrell, scientist Dr. Meg Lowman and
managing d1rect0r of The Habitat Allen Tan.

The Habitat is a
world-class ecopark
and rainforest dis-
covery centre which
is situated at the top
of Penang Hill of-
fering a scenic view
of the lush rainfor-
fl est from its perch
| some 700 metres
above sea level.

Lim in a group
photo with the
scientists.
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