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Story by Victor Seow

IF the Pakatan Harapan state govern-
ment is a student, then its report card
will show it passed with straight A’s!

Speaking at the launch of the
upgraded Brown Road project,
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng re-
counted the steps taken by his gov-
ernment for the past 10 years to
make Penang a better place despite
challenges and criticisms from cer-
tain parties.

“Whatever we do, we face criti-
cisms but at the end of the day, we
have to do what is right and what
we think is right as given by the
mandate of the people. And we
stand by what we
have done even
though not every-
one is happy. But I
think Penang has
turned out alright.
For the past 10
years, we have
seen a new vibrant and dynamic
Penang that’s more confident and
optimistic,” Lim said at the ceremo-
ny which took place on March 15.

“And this is the Penang that eve-
ryone aspires to. Not only the locals
but also those from outstation. I
believe we can hear (remarks) from
them that each time they are here,
they see a different Penang.

“An example is our jewel, Penang
Hill. It was a dead end when we took
over in 2008. It was completely run
down and almost abandoned. No-

....too much
excitement for the
past 10 years!

body wanted to go there except for
those who stay there. Only around
200,000 to 250,000 visitors a year.

“But after our transformation
when we got the right people for the
right job, making sure that the pro-
fessionals are running the show and
not the politicians, we have seen a
tremendous transformation of Pen-
ang Hill which now has 1.7 million
visitors a year,” he added.

“It has been very exciting...in fact
too much excitement for the past 10
years!” Lim noted.

Touching on the severe traffic
congestion in the morning when an
accident took place on Penang
Bridge, Lim reiterated his stand for
the need of a third
link between the

mainland of Pen-
ang.

“Many couldn’t
make it on time this
morning because
of the traffic jam now taking place
on Penang Bridge. It is precisely
when such a traffic jam occurs, that
we realise how important it is for us
to have alternatives. The state gov-
ernment always plans ahead in
search for alternatives.

“This is 10 to 15 years of plan-

-LIM

ning ahead by the state government.

Any government with an eye to the

future must make tough decisions |

not only for the present voters but

for those children yet unborn,” he &

said.

island and the |

WE  PENANG - OUR UNIQUE ACHIEVEMENTS

v

| http:www.facebook.com/cmlimguaneng

State govt passes
with flying colours!

A clean administration with integrity which accumulated a budget
surplus of RM719.3 million in 10 years.

& Reduced Penang’s state debt by 90% to just RM62.06 million in 2017

which is the lowest among all states in/Malaysia.

W Penang was once the dirtiest state in Malaysia but is now among the

cleanest city in Asean.

W’ No water, rationing| in Penang| for. the past 10 years and the same

guaranteed forithe/coming 10iyears.

W’ Penang|is the only, state in Malaysia which left|its forest reserves

untouched|forithe pastfiOlyears.

® Penang as/awelfare state had/given out RM412.6 million forits\various

socialprogrammes|and|hadieradicated hardcoreipoverty:

P Benang|asjan|entrepreneurialstatelhad/seenlal90%)increaselin

investmentifiguresiandiwithidirectiflightsifromjDohajHanoi;jHolChi
Minhland|Hainan%Tourist{arrivalsjincreasedji002o:

M Penanglachievedithelhighestirecycling|ratelat;i38%/compared|withithe

oflupitol

v

national|recycling|rate]at{almere}22%o"

Penanglis amongst thelsafest state in|Malaysia W|th' L i
@%ﬂ aim:@&]ml National Type schools
@]]] |n preparation for Industrial

® .

Rejuvenated many falled projectsiwhichjwereleftitojrotiby.the previous
administration; Penang|Hill;iSPICE{Convention!/Centre; Taman Majestic
and KOMTAR "

Built|aitotal of/25; 555 LClandILMClhousing!unitsiwhichiexceeded the
5,154iunitsibuilt by the prewous state/governmentiby:5:times.

Increased allocations!for; Islamlc affalrs in'the state by:84%and at the
same time, provided allocationsjandirecognition’for other rellglous
falths : 5

.
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Campaign and book on ‘body safety’

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

PENANG Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Chow Kon Yeow launched a body
safety education campaign and
book in the hope that the com-
munity can play arole in prevent-
ing the increase of child sexual
abuse.

“Itis indeed alarming to know
that one out of every three girls
and one out of every six boys is
a victim of child sexual abuse
before their 18th birthday,” Chow
said before launching the cam-
paign at The Top in Komtar on
April 3.

“This means that in this hall, a
third of us would have been vic-
tims of child sexual abuse. That
is how serious this is. I dare not
imagine the trauma that a young
victim will have to go through for
the rest of her or his life.

“Many people still do not re-
alise how important it is to have
the Body Safety talk with our
children. It is still considered a
taboo to address the issue in some
parts of our country. And there
are parents who have decided not
to report sexual abuse cases for
fear of bringing shame to the fam-
ily.”

The book, titled ‘Educate Your
Children to Protect Themselves’
was produced after several
months of hard work by the team
from Bold Inspiration, exco
member Chong Eng’s office and
BPEN, with inputs from Wom-

>how (fourth from left) and Chong Eng
(fourth from right) launching the Body Safety
Education Campaign-and-Book at The Top
in Komtar.

en’s Centre for Change (WCC),
Unicef Malaysia and several in-
dividuals.

Also present at the launching
were Chong who’s state Youth &
Sports, Women, Family and
Community Development Com-
mittee chairperson, IJM senior
manager Datuk Toh Chin Leong,
Sungai Pinang assemblymember
Lim Siew Khim, forum modera-
tor Devi Theresa, guest panellists
Sharon Lim, Penang Adventist
Hospital consultant clinical psy-
chologist Dr Lynne Yong Ee Lin,
social activist Syed Azmi Alhab-
shi and WCC executive director
Loh Cheng Kooi.

Based on an article in The Star
in 2017, Chow said Malaysia has
recorded more than 5,000 cases
of child sexual abuse in the last
five years — a whopping 1,000
cases per year.

“What about those cases that
are not reported? For every case
reported, there may be five cases
that went unreported,” he said
adding that a suggestion for a
raped victim to be married by the
rapist is an alarming suggestion
for a solution to the problem.

“Often, strangers are not the
ones we should be extra cautious
of. According to the Protest and
Save The Children founding direc-
tor Madeleine Yong, she said more
than 90% of the abusers are people
that are known or trusted by the
victim and his or her family.”

Chow said the predators are
like wolves in sheep’s clothing,
citing Richard Huckle as he was
posing as a teacher, photographer
and a devout Christian when
committing 71 counts of serious
sexual offences against children.

Chow also said the Malaysian

EDUCATE YOUR CHILDREN
TO PROTECT THEMSELVES.

Child Act 2017 is inadequate to
protect children’s rights and there
is no law that brings a fair punish-
ment to the predators. Under the
amended Malaysian Law for
Sexual Offences Against Chil-
dren Act 2017, the heaviest pen-
alty for sexual abuse without
sexual act is punishable only with
jail time, not exceeding 20 years
jail plus whipping.

While educating ourselves on
what child sexual abuse is, Chow
advised parents to watch out for
telltale signs of abuse in their
children like fear of a certain
adult, difficulty in making friends,
sudden changes in attitude, hostil-
ity and inappropriate behaviour.

Chow encouraged everyone to
lend a helping hand to make the
world a safer place for kids.

Earlier in her speech, Chong
Eng said she was supportive of the

campaign and publication of the
book after being shown well-re-
searched materials and “Body
Safety” written by Jaynee Sanders
published through E2E website.

“I felt it’s time the Penang
state government took up the task
of publishing a book for all par-
ents in Penang for them to teach
their children about body safety
and to equip children with knowl-
edge to protect themselves,” she
told all who were present.

“Prevention is better than cure.
Let’s take the extra precaution
rather than waiting for crime to
happen to our beloved children.

“Children cannot do it without
their parents. Some parents need
help to help their children. The
state government also needs your
help to reach out to all families.
None of us can do it alone but
together we can do it.”

Application for Ramadan bazaar business licences

WITH Ramadan just around
the corner, individuals and
organisations can now ap-
ply for “Temporary Sea-
sonal Stall Licence” which
is open until May 15.
Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) councillor
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir (pix)
announced this at a press
conference on April 9 at
the MBPP Licensing De-
partment at Padang Kota

Lama.

“The operation hours for
Ramadan stalls are from
4pm to 8pm and those who
wish to hold night bazaars
should also get the ap-
proval from the council.

“We prohibit the use of
polystyrene as well as do
not allow traders who are
foreigners,” said Azrizal.

Application forms can
be obtained from:

i) MBPP Licensing De-
partment, City Hall, Pa-
dang Kota Lama

ii) MPPP office at Kom-
pleks Pasar Awam, Balik
Pulau

iii) MPPP information
counter at Komtar.

Application forms can
only be submitted to the
Licensing Department Of-
fice, City Hall, Padang
Kota Lama.

TO BE SUBMITTED WITH
APPLICATION

i) Approval letter from
landowner (if any);

ii) Parking receipts pay-
ment (if involved with the
council car park space);

iii) Complete location plan;

iv) Copy of applicant’s/
dealer’s identity card;

v) Copy of anti-typhoid
injection book

vi) Number of sites for food
and general merchandise sale



]l'_lkﬂ_lli_;_fli_'k April 1 -9,2018 g! %\W/%%ﬂ

| %l
X

\

Drafting
code of
conduct for
business

sector

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Su Chin

DEPUTY Chief Minister I
Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon
told a press conference that the
Penang state government is
committed to the United Na-
tions Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights
(UNGP) and will be introduc-
ing a “Code of Conduct” for
the Promotion of Equal Op-
portunities through the “Elim-
ination of Racial Discrimina-
tion”.

“We believe that the elimi-
nation of racial discrimination
in the workplace is necessary
in a Malaysia muddled by
xenophobia, racial politics,
religious extremism and pref-
erential treatment for specific
ethnic groups in education and
employment,” said Rashid on
April 5.

Since 2016, KOMAS and
Penang Institute have con-
ducted several roundtable
discussions with the state gov-
ernment, state agencies such as
investPenang and members of
civil society.

The feedback obtained from
these engagements form the
basis for the “Draft Code of
Conduct” presented.

The code of conduct, when
completed, will comprehen-
sively cover the following key
points:

1. Purpose and Status of the
Code of Conduct - highlighting
the importance of organisa-
tions and business enterprises
in building an inclusive foun-
dation for society at large.

2. Responsibilities of Em-
ployers — a guideline for em-
ployers in maintaining a work-
ing environment that is free of
racism and racial harassment.

3. Responsibilities of Em-

ployees — a guideline for em-
ployees to preserve an inclu-
sive working environment that
is free from racially provoca-
tive manners and to participate
in measures introduced by the
management for the promotion
of equal opportunities.

4. Responsibilities of Em-
ployment Agencies — a guide-
line for employment agencies,
acting as suppliers of job ap-
plicants, to avoid suggesting
racial preferences for employ-
ees or indicating irrelevant
conditions of race in job re-
cruitment.

The executive committee
for Industrial Development &
International Trade has en-
dorsed the Draft Code of Con-
duct and is planning to con-
tinue having more consulta-
tions to improve on it. Com-
prehensive engagement with
stakeholders such as the Pen-
ang Development Corpora-
tion, investPenang, FREPEN-
CA, SAMENTA and others
will be held after the upcom-
ing elections.

“The state government will
also lead by example to plan
and implement the code at all
state-linked and state-owned
enterprises, as well as major
entities within the private sec-
tor.

“It is important to society
as a whole for the business
sector to adhere to non-dis-
criminatory practices and to
pay due attention to the rights
and needs, as well as the chal-
lenges faced by employees and
business partners, particularly
vulnerable and marginalised
groups,” said Rashid.

Also present were pro-
gramme coordinator of Pusat
KOMAS Ryan Chua Yumin
and senior analyst from Pen-
ang Institute Yeong Pey Jung.
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(from left) Chua, Yeong and Rashid showing Malaysia racial discrimination report and code of conduct.
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Penang takes the lead in
health tourism

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

ALTHOUGH Penang is the sec-
ond smallest state in the country,
it has done so well that it took the
lead in Malaysia’s health tourism
market.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
said the foreign patients’ arrival to
Penang was 382,164 last year, and
the huge number of healthcare
travellers contributed
RM550,274,088 in revenue.

“The revenue accounted for
42.3% of the health tourism mar-
ket in Malaysia.

“Health tourism is a very im-
portant sector for Penang. We are
‘number one’ in terms of health
tourism,” Lim said in his speech
before opening the new Adventist
Heart Centre at Penang Adventist
Hospital in Burma Road on April
2.

Lim said the healthcare sector
has seen robust growth over the
past decade.

“It is important for hospitals in
Penang to upgrade themselves

#
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Lim trying out the treadmill after opening the new Adventist Heart Centre at Penang Adventist
Hospital. With him are (from left) Koh and Somchai.

with the latest technologies to
serve the community better,” he
said.

Lim congratulated the hospital
for its newly expanded heart cen-
tre.

“The Penang Adventist Hospi-
tal also conducts charitable treat-

ment for needy patients with heart
problems and I hope this can be
escalated,” Lim added.

Penang Adventist Hospital
chief executive officer Ronald
Koh said the new 8,700 sq ft heart
centre was more than double the
size of the earlier facility.

“It will be able to accommo-
date the growing number of pa-
tients and procedures.

“We will also be introducing
the new auto-registration kiosk for
patients with scheduled appoint-
ments to reduce waiting time.

“We are now waiting for the

issuance of operating licence by
the Health Ministry for the new
heart centre. We hope to get it this
month,” he said.

He added that the hospital had
disbursed some RM9.7 million to
help 754 needy heart patients for
the past 30 years.

“Besides the Patient Heart
Fund, other funds such as the Dr
J. Earl Gardner Fund, Cancer
Fund, Welfare Fund and General
Fund have also been set up by the
hospital to aid needy patients with
other medical ailments.

“Collectively, Penang Advent-
ist Hospital disbursed a total of
RM2.7 million to assist needy
patients last year,” Koh said.

Koh said that the newly ex-
panded heart centre would further
affirm their support towards Malay-
sia’s medical tourism industry
where Penang is the key contributor.

“We hope to further strengthen
Penang’s position as a medical
city of choice,” he added.

Also present was Penang Ad-
ventist Hospital Board of Trustees
chairman Pastor Somchai Chuen-
Jit.

Boost to global sisterhood through Glrl Guldes 1nternat10nal camp

THE Girl Guides Association of
Malaysia, Penang Branch, organ-
ised a six-day camp called George
Town Heritage City Girl Guide
International Camp in Penang for
the very first time from April 3-8.

Some 1,000 participants aged
10-17 from all over Malaysia as
well as UK, Australia, Canada,
Philippines, Cambodia, Hong
Kong, Maldives, Bangladesh and
Singapore took part in the camp
which was held at Penang City
Park.

One of the objectives of this
event was to impart positive values
as well as to develop friendship
amongst participants and while
strengthening sisterhood while of-
fering an opportunity for the Girl
Guides to enjoy the cultural, his-
torical and geographical aspect of
host country.

The camp was the brainchild of
Chief Commissioner of Girl
Guides Association of Malaysia
Penang Branch Datuk Chan Kit
Sin.

Governor’s wife Toh Puan
Majimor Shariff, who is the patron
of the association, was the chief
guest at the closing ceremony of
the event.

Throughout the six-day camp,
participants took part in many ad-
venturous activities such as the
Explorace in Pulau Aman and trip
to ESCAPE the first Adventure
Play Theme Park in Penang lo-
cated at Teluk Bahang.

Apart from that, they unravelled
the beauty of Penang’s heritage
enclave during their heritage walk
where they explored the routes
within the George Town Unesco
World Heritage site.

Also present were President of
Girl Guides Association of Malay-
sia Penang branch Datin Seri Su
Hashim and National Chief Com-
missioner Girl Guides Association
of Malaysia Normala Baharudin.

To volunteer, reconnect, donate
or join the Girl Guides, contact
04- 2282566 or email to penang-
girlguide@gmail.com

Sisterly love among participants who come from different states and countries.
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Save when you use

Penang Tourist Pass

ANOTHER exciting tourism prod-
uct will be introduced for Penan-
gites and foreign visitors this year.

Called the iN Penang Tourist
Pass, the product will be introduced
by CHT Network to provide dis-
counts at various tourist spots,
hotels, restaurants and eateries.

Tourism Development and
Culture Committee chairman
Danny Law Heng Kiang said tour-
ism players like shopping malls,
restaurants, cafes and even spas,
are invited to join the initiative.

“I want to thank CHT Network
for initiating this programme to
help draw more tourists to Penang.
They can enjoy discounted rates
and see new attractions in the
state,” Law told a press conference

on April 4.

“InJapan, Australia and Europe,
they also have passes for tourists to
enjoy more benefits and discounts.”

Also present were CHT Net-
work president Ch’ng Huck Theng,
MarketSource director Fifi Ch’ng,
The Top general manager Bryan
Tan, Entopia chief executive of-
ficer Joseph Goh, The Habitat
Penang Hill managing director
Allen Tan, Tropical Spice Garden
assistant marketing manager Paul
Lim and Hunza Properties market-
ing communications assistant
manager Loo Ai Leen.

Huck Theng said their aim is to
promote and connect advertisers
from various industries including
shopping centres, tourist attrac-

tions, restaurants, cafes, hotels,
massage outlets and spas, car
rental firms, medical sector and
potential consumers with discount
vouchers and great savings.

He added the voucher booklet,
costing RM49 each, will be on sale
at selected tourist destinations,
bookshops, cafes, petrol stations,
convenience stores and online.

“We target 5,000 copies for sale
in November if not earlier and
proceeds of the sales will be do-
nated to charity as our CSR (cor-
porate social responsibility) after
deducting sales commission and
cost,” Huck Theng said.

For further enquires, contact Fifi
Ch’ng at 012-430 8825 or fifi@
chtnework.com.

Why pay GST for RIBI fundlng,

asks
Jagdeep

WHAT is the logic behind funding
for houses of worship (RIBI
Fund) being subjected to the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)?

That was the poser of
exco for Town & Country
Planning and Housing Jag-
deep Singh.

“The GST paid can be
used to help other places of wor-
ship which need the funds for
renovation and the upkeep of such
places,” he said in his speech on
April 6 before handing over a
mock cheque for RM50,000 to the
Holy Name of Jesus Church in
Balik Pulau.

The church needs around RM1
million for renovation works.

Jagdeep added if Pakatan
Harapan takes over Putrajaya,
they will abolish the GST.

“We can do it based on our
CAT governance,” he stressed.

The 164-year-old church, built
in 1854 is one of the oldest in the
country.

The Holy Name of Jesus
Church is now undergoing reno-
vation.

Also present were the church
fund raising chairman Lew Fook
Ley and committee member Foo
Tek Fook.

Jagdeep (eleventh from left) joining other guests for a group
photograph in front of the church.
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Citilink Indonesia’s maiden flight taxiing on the runway at Penang

International Airport.

Citilink makes maiden
Jakarta-Penang flight

CITILINK Indonesia, the four-star
rated airline, will be the 19th to
operate in Penang.

The maiden flight from Jakarta
touched down at about 1.20pm on
March 25 and was welcomed with
arain shower from two water can-
nons.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
along with Citilink chief finance
officer Fransetya Hutabarat, Ma-
laysia Airports airline marketing
general manager Mohd Sallauddin
Mat Sah and Deputy Chief Minister
I Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon were
present to greet the passengers.

Hutabarat said it was a signifi-
cant milestone for the airline to be
able to service the Penang route.

Lim lauded the remarkable feat
and said Penang with its strategic
location is immensely proud to be
chosen by this airline for its second
international route after Dili
(Timor Leste).

“The 66 flight routes with 268
frequencies per day to 33 cities in
Indonesia and region through the
use of 50 units of Airbus A320
enabled Citilink Indonesia to be
awarded four stars by Skytrax.

“Hotel occupancy has gone up
and our Penang International Air-
port is the third busiest airport in
Malaysia. The services and tour-
ism sector is also growing in im-
portance and we have revived
world-class attractions such as
restoration of heritage buildings in
George Town, theme parks, green
parks, shopping malls and South-
East Asia’s first underground
convention centre, Subterranean
Penang International Convention
& Exhibition (SPICE) Centre,” he
said.

Lim said Penang is noted for its
heritage enclave and this could be
seen with an increase of passenger
traffic (departure and arrival) at the
airport which hit 7.2 million pas-
sengers last year.

“It is an increase of 8% com-
pared to just 6.6 million passengers
in 2016,” he added while hoping
the frequency of flights between
Jakarta and Penang could be in-
creased as well.

Meanwhile, Sallauddin said he
was proud that Penang is the first
city in the country to be chosen by
Citilink to fly to.
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International-class hock

-9,2018

stadium
coming up

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan Eng
considers the ground-breaking
ceremony of the international class
hockey stadium near Jalan Betek,
Bukit Mertajam as a historic event
for Penang’s development.

“The state government has
funded RM3.5 million for the
project, while the remaining RM4
million is borne by the developer
company AEI International Ber-
had,” said Lim during the ground-
breaking ceremony at Bukit Mer-
tajam on April 2.

Lim expressed his appreciation
to AEI director Datuk Joseph
Kow, who is also chairman of the
Penang Hockey Association, for

working with the state government
in providing such public facilities.

“This is the 4P partnership I
have always called for - Public
(government), Private, People and
Professionals.

“The stadium will be equipped
with floodlights and a grandstand
that can hold about 500 people,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Kow said the hock-
ey stadium at Jalan Betek is ex-
pected to be completed in August.

Also present were exco for
Youth & Sports, Women, Family
and Community Development
Chong Eng, who is also Padang
Lalang assemblymember, and
Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud.

(Front row, third from left)
Rozali, Lim and Chong Eng
giving the thumbs-up during
the ground-breaking ceremony.
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Mini stadium in
Seberang Perai

SPORTS lovers in Seberang
Perai will have a conducive
place to hold sporting events
next year after the completion
of the mini stadium in Perma-
tang Rawa.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said the state had agreed
on the mini stadium upgrading
project in November 2016.

“The estimated cost for the
upgrading works is
RM3,535,000.

“Riding on the 4P (public,
private, people and profes-
sional) partnership, the Penang
government will be paying
RM2 4 million, while the re-
maining amount will be borne
by AEI International Berhad.

“I want to thank AEI Inter-
national Berhad for their con-
tribution. Their contribution
proved the success of the 4P
partnership,” Lim told a press
conference at his office in
Komtar on March 22.

Lim said that besides up-
grading the existing football
field and the clubhouse, the
tennis court would be trans-
formed into a multipurpose
court and five futsal courts
would be set up.

“We have two artificial turfs
(football fields) in Penang —
one in Gelugor and another in
Bayan Lepas.

“The football field at the

mini stadium in Permatang
Rawa will be the third artificial
turf in Penang after it is up-
graded,” he said.

Lim added that the
RM3,535,000 cost did not in-
clude the setting up of the five
futsal courts.

“The cost to set up the five
futsal courts will be borne by
AEI International Berhad,” he
said.

AEI International Berhad
director Datuk Joseph Kow
thanked the state for giving
him the opportunity to pro-
mote sports in Penang.

“Thank you for having the
confidence in me and allowing
me to promote sports in the
state.

“We will transform the
football field into an area sur-
rounded with artificial turfs.

“We will transform not just
the football field. The field will
also be supported with five
futsal courts, a multipurpose
court and a clubhouse.

“The turfs are ‘FIFA-ap-
proved’ turfs imported from
Italy with a seven-year war-
ranty,” he said.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) signing cere-
mony between State Secretary
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus
and Kow was also held after
the press conference.
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MBPP sends

big team for
Asia Pacific

Masters Games

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Su Chin

PENANG Island City Council
(MBPP) Sports Club will send a
team of at least 130 athletes to take
part in the Asia Pacific Masters
Games (APMG) which the state
will host from Sept 7 to 15.

MBPPmayor Yew Tung Seang
and MBPP Sports Club president
S. Ravindran submitted the list of
130 entries to APMG organising
chairman Chong Eng at Komtar
on April 11. The mascot of the
games, CUN, in the form of a grey
cat, also made its appearance at the
event.

Also present were APMG chief
executive officer Linda Geh Guat
Yeow, MBPP management ser-
vices director Mohamed Akbar
Mustapha, MBPP secretary
Addnan Mohd Razali, MBPP
councillors Grace Teoh, Chris Lee
Chun Kit and Ong Ah Teong as
well as the athletes representing
MBPP.

The MBPP team will take part
in 10 events, namely archery, ath-

letics, badminton, cycling, foot-
ball, hockey, netball, table tennis,
tenpin bowling and volleyball.
Yew himself will compete in cy-
cling.

“We have now received over
1,000 entries and the organising
committee is confident of hitting
the target of 5,000 before entries
close onJuly 7,” said Chong Eng,
who is also the Exco for Penang
Youth and Sports, Family and
Community Development.

Chong Eng thanked MBPP
for not only taking part but also
for initiating the torch run for
the games that would begin in
Kudat, Sabah, on April 28 and
end at the Esplanade, Penang,
on Sept 8 for the official opening
of the games.

“This is the first time we are
going to have the Asia Pacific
Masters Games in Penang and I
am very proud. The idea of a torch
run is mooted by MBPP and this
shows it has the capacity to organ-
ise national programmes. We’ve a
dynamic mayor, the same goes to
the previous mayor (Datuk Mai-

Chong Eng (standmg on the right of mascot CUN) and Yew (on Chong Eng’s right) posing with MBPP
athletes and councillors in Komtar.

Yew (third from left) handing over the APMG entry forms to Chong
Eng. With them are (from left) MBPP Sports Club deputy president
Razali Mat Isa, Ravindran and Linda Geh.

munah Mohd Sharif),” she said.

Chong Eng said 34 countries
are expected to take part in the
games and so far, entries had been
received from Africa, South Amer-
ica, Brazil, Chile, Estonia, Finland,
Guam and Canada.

She advised those interested to

submit entries early as some ven-
ues could only accommodate 200
to 300 athletes. The games is open
to only athletes over the age of 30
and who are currently not compet-
ing at international level.

Pencak silat is the latest to be
included in the games, making the

number of events to 22. The others
are archery, athletics, badminton,
basketball, cycling, dance sport,
football, golf, hockey, netball,
shooting, softball, squash, swim-
ming, table tennis, tackwondo,
tennis, tenpin bowling, volleyball,
weightlifting, and wushu.

Yew said as the president of the
Malaysian Association of Local
Councils, he has sought support
from all the states to make the torch
run a success.

“This will be a historic torch run
that will not only see the torch be-
ing carried by runners but also all
sorts of transport. It will involve
cycling, swimming, paragliding
and also swimming across the
Penang Channel from Butterworth
to Penang island in early Septem-
ber,” said Yew.

He also added that the torch run,
after going through Sabah and
Sarawak, will take a one-month
break after the torch lands in Lang-
kawi because of the fasting month.

Penang karate exponent eyes Tokyo Olymplcs

NATIONAL karate exponent
Ariana Lim Junyi has set her sights
on qualifying for the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics.

The 19-year-old Upper Six
student from Penang Chinese
Girls High School made Penang
proud when she was awarded the
MSSM-Milo “Anugerah Sukan
Khas Puteri” at Putrajaya on April
3. The ceremony was attended by
many of the nation’s top student
athletes.

“This is the first time the sport
of karate has won the award and I
am very proud of it,” said Ariana,
who met Penang Youth and Sports,
Women, Family and Community
Development Committee chair-
man Chong Eng at the latter’s
office in Komtar on April 5.

Also present was Penang State
Sports Council director Frederick

Tan Teck An.

“I would like to give a shot at
qualifying for the Tokyo Olym-
pics. It’s going to be very, very
tough but I will try my best to
accumulate as many points as pos-
sible in the qualifying competi-
tions this year and next year,”
Ariana added.

Chong Eng congratulated Ari-
anaon her success in karate, which
will make its debut in Tokyo
Olympics.

“I wish you all the best and go
on to make your Olympic dream
come true,” Chong Eng told Ari-
ana and also complimented her for
her femininity.

“It’s wrong for a lot of girls to
think that if you are involved in
sports, you become muscular. It’s
not true.

“I'would like parents to encour-

Ariana (left) and Chong Eng showing off the medal that the former
won. With them is Tan.

age their children to take up at least
one martial art so that they can
learn to defend themselves.
“Sports can also be a career.
After their competitive days, they
can become a coach or work in

related fields, like involving with
sports products.”

Ariana, who picked karate at
the age of 9 as her school activity,
thanked her parents, Lim Theam
Hock and Liew Siew Guek, for

being supportive and her coach
Lim Lee Lee for her guidance.

It was no surprise that Ariana
clinched the MSSM-Milo award
as she scored some outstanding
achievements in karate kata (non-
combat) in 2017.

She worked very hard for it,
training almost three hours daily
for six days a week.

Foremost was that she was
ranked fifth at the World Junior
Championships at Tenerife, Spain.

Last year, she also won a gold
medal at Makaf National Junior
Championships, a gold and a sil-
ver in the Makaf National Senior
Championships, a silver at the
SEA Games, a silver at the South
East Asian Junior Championships,
asilver at the Asian Junior Cham-
pionships and a bronze at the
Asian Senior Championships.



Lim

Story by Christopher
Tan

INDUSTRY players have
been urged to keep up with
the fourth industrial revolu-
tion or risk being left be-
hind.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng invited all industry
players to grow with the
state government and keep
up with this latest “smart”
trend.

“We need to ride the In-
dustry 4.0 wave to remain
competitive.

“We have to think out of
the box to overcome chal-
lenges and master digitali-
sation.

“It is the state govern-
ment’s goal to turn Penang
into an internationally pro-
gressive and intelligent
state,” he said before
launching th ve Hackfest
MPSP 2018 website at the
Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) building in
Bandar Perda on March 31.

Lim also congratulated
MPSP for engaging the pub-
lic in its programmes.

MPSP president Datuk
Rozali Mohamud said the
council would be holding

itiara

Lim (centre) launching the Hackfest MPSP 2018 website at the MPSP building. With him are exco members Phee Boon Poh (third from
left), Dr Afif Bahardin (left), Rozali (right) and MPSP secretary Rosnani Mahmod.

the Hackfest 2018 from July
13 to 15, in conjunction
with the MPSP Day in July.

“The Hackfest MPSP
2018 is an engagement pro-
gramme between the stake-
holders and MPSP. We en-
courage more youths to
participate in the pro-
gramme.

“The Hackfest MPSP
2018 is a ‘think out of the

box and problem-solving’
programme.

“We believe that we are
the first local council to
hold such a programme in
Malaysia,” Rozali said in
his speech, adding that the
theme for the programme is
“Cyber Counter”.

“Interested participants
above the age of 18 can
form a group of three to five

people to take part in the
Hackfest MPSP 2018,” he
said.

Rozali added that the groups
of participants have to come up
with solutions and proposals
that help to promote better
engagement between the com-
munity of Seberang Perai and
MPSP.

Registration fee for the pro-
gramme is RM30 per group.

Participating groups
stand a chance to win attrac-
tive cash prizes of RM4,000
if they bag the top spot,
RM2,000 (second placing)
and RM1,000 (third plac-
ing).

Registration has opened
and will end on July 1.

For more details, visit
http://hackfest.mpsp.gov.
my

Urban coastal park to promote sustainable development

PENANGITES will have an-
other park for recreation when
the Seaside Pocket Park in
Tanjung Bungah is constructed.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said the two-acre pocket
park would cost the state gov-
ernment RM500,000.

“The design vision of the
Seaside Pocket Park is to cre-
ate an urban coastal park to
promote sustainable develop-
ment and to establish commu-
nity accessibility to nature.

“The project will be man-
aged by the Chief Minister
Incorporated (CMI). BETA
Architect has been appointed
as the consultant of the project
to prepare the conceptual
plans and design.

“The pocket park will un-
dergo a 16-week construction
period. It is scheduled to be
completed in December this
year,” he said in his speech at
the site, off Jalan Tanjung
Bungah on April 6.

He said the project would
provide basic facilities for the
public, namely a two-acre
green park, a boardwalk and
an open concrete stage.

Also present were execu-
tive council members Chow
Kon Yeow, Jagdeep Singh
Deo, Lim Hock Seng and CMI
deputy general manager S.
Bharathi.

The location where the Seaside [
Pocket Park will be constructed.
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Pinang
Fiesta is back
for 2018!

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Su Chin

THE Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC) will hold
its “Pinang Fiesta” 2018 at
Komtar on April 26-27 from
10am to 8pm.

PYDC chief executive officer
Teng Kok Liang said 20 stalls
would be set up at the two-day
event to help young entrepre-
neurs promote their business.

“This is a platform for the
young entrepreneurs to showcase
their products, moving from
online to offline,” Teng told a
press conference in Komtar re-
cently.

Teng was representing care-
taker exco member Chong Eng,
who was held back in Bukit

Mertajam because of a prior en-
gagement.

Also present were Penang
Development Corporation Setia
Urus chief executive officer Da-
tuk Ang Choo Hong, ATEC
Academy principal Ong Choon
Leong, Mary Kay sales director
Nor Hasanah Hassan and vendor
Siti Sarah Samsuri.

Teng said PYDC aims to hold
“Pinang Fiesta” four times this
year, once in every quarter, to
promote fashion wear, accesso-
ries and cosmetic products
among others through hashtag
“#FesyenPinang”.

Last year, PYDC held the in-
augural “Pinang Fiesta” from
Aug 31 to Sept 3 and then fol-
lowed up with another similar
event on Nov 18-19.

Joy for Wisma
Lam Hong

Apartment residents

Teng (centre), Ang (fourth from left) and Ong (sixth from left) and other representatives holding
placards to promote the Pinang Fiesta 2018 at Komtar.

Teng thanked PDC Setia Urus,
ATEC Academy, Mary Kay Ma-
laysia, Dapper Dukes Barber-

shop and Risz Exclusive for
supporting the event.
ATEC Academy will hold a

“Best T-Shirt Design” competi-
tion for its students during the
event.

DATOK Keramat assemblymember
Jagdeep Singh on April 5 conveyed
good news to some 400 residents of
Wisma Lam Hong Apartment at Jalan
Sungai Pinang.

He announced that the state govern-
ment has approved 80% of the fund
under the Housing Maintenance Fund
(TPM8OPP) for maintenance of critical
projects for the apartment unit, amount-
ing to RM128,896.

“I will also be contributing 10%
towards the balance 20% from my
constituency fund which is RM16,110,”
he said during a press conference held
at the management office of the apart-
ment.

“The joint management board needs
only to contribute about RM 16,000
towards the fund to pay for the repair
of critical projects like lifts, water
tanks, roof and others,” he added.

Also present was Lam Hong Apart-
ment Residents Association committee
member Yeap Teong Perng.

Jagdeep added the complete change
of the roof for the apartment unit will
cost around RM161,120.

The state government has at the mo-
ment 139 projects under TPM8OPP
fund (under 80%), and has spent
RM21.5 million since 2013.

Jagdeep said TP1M which was an-

nounced by Prime Minister Datuk Seri |
Najib Abdul Razak in November 2016, |

has a budget of RM200 million.
“This means there are ready funds
for TP1M,” he said.

“In Penang, there are 143 applica- _

tions, but only 29 were approved.

“We urge the federal government to
prioritise approving the remaining ap-
plications immediately for Penang,” the
Town & Country Planning and Housing
exco said.

Jagdeep (fourth from left) joining the |

residents in giving the thumbs-up for
the TPM8OPP funds.

Thank you
YB INGDEEP SINGH DED
forassisting us in lift
and roof replacement projects!
BHYBEERNIE A ANRRRRESETE | |
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Documentary on intangible cultural
heritage

THE significant contributions of
some 30 artisans and practitioners
to George Town’s cultural heritage
were featured in a video documen-
tation project which took three years
to complete.

The project was carried out by
George Town World Heritage In-
corporated (GTWHI) and Image
Farm Productions.

“The Artisans and Practitioners
of George Town’ video documenta-
tion project which began in 2015,
documents the working lives of
artisans and practitioners who have
perfected their trades and crafts over
the years.

Those featured consist of repair-
ers, electroplaters, optometrists, a
canvas and leather goods maker,
rattan crafters, a trishaw maker, joss
stick makers, a tailor, mahjong mak-
ers, shoemakers, a songkok maker,
goldsmiths, dhobis, a Chinese
physician and an Al-Quran pub-
lisher.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
who attended the preview of the
documentary on April 1 said that we
should not take heritage for granted.

“This video documentation pro-
jectis our stepping stone to encour-
age more people to appreciate the
contributions of the unsung heroes
and heroines of cultural heritage.

“We hope to raise awareness and
urge more people to stop taking
heritage for granted as knowledge
from the past helps in defining who
we are today and where we are lead-
ing to in the future,” he said.

“The state government through
GTWHI is committed to safeguard-
ing valuable craftsmanship and
knowledge by recognising them as
the living heritage of George Town.

“For instance, the state govern-
ment has allocated a total of RM3
million towards the Heritage Habi-
tat Seed Fund to assist the commu-
nity in the George Town World
Heritage site to safeguard their

Lim in a group picture with the artisans and practitioners whose lives were documented.

continued habitation of their rented
heritage premises.

“Apart from that there is also the
state-initiated pilot programme
called the ‘Artisan-in-Residence
Programme’ to preserve the cul-
tural heritage of the George Town

World Heritage site.

“It provides an opportunity to
rebrand and innovate traditional
products,” added Lim, who is also
the chairman of GTWHI.

This video documentation pro-
ject was initiated by former GTWHI

general manager Lim Chooi Ping to
document and archive the intangible
cultural heritage of George Town.

Also present were GTWHI gen-
eral manager Dr. Ang Ming Chee
and Komtar assemblymember Teh
Lai Heng.

Age of entrepreneur fund
borrowers raised to 60

THE Young Entrepreneurs
Fund (TUTM) is now known
as the Entrepreneur Fund,
with the age limit eligible
to borrow extended to 60
years.

Exco of Agriculture &
Agro-Based Industry, Rural
Development and Health Dr
Afif Bahardin said before
this the micro credit loan
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without interest was offered
to young entrepreneurs up
to age 40 only.

“Now, the age limit is
extended to 60 with a maxi-
mum lump sum of RM5,000
without interest,” he said
during the Plant Booster
Workshop and First Inte-
grated Pest Management
Course For Village Vegeta-
tion Group involving 50
participants at the SRJK (C)
Seng Keow hall recently.

At the event, participants
were given bags of fertilis-
ers to tend to their crops.

“Young entrepreneurs
under the age of 40 are eli-
gible to borrow a maximum
of RM6,000 compared to
only RM5,000 under the
Young Entrepreneurs Fund
(TUTM) Fund before this,”
he added.

Afif said the state gov-
ernment through TUTM
before this had approved
micro credit loan to 91 re-
cipients, with a loan pay-
back rate of 82%.



A large number of participants taking part in the Unity Run in Seberang Jaya.

4,000 take part
in Unity Run

INSPIRED by the success of the
inaugural Unity Run, Seberang
Jaya assemblymember Dr Afif
Bahardin expressed his hope
that the event would be held an-
nually.

About 4,000 took part in the
5km event with its start and fin-
ish at Sunway Carnival Mall in
Seberang Jaya on April 1.

The participants received a
T-shirt, medal and a goodie bag
each.

“l am happy that so many
people of all races turned up for
the event,” said Afif, who is also
the state Agriculture and Agro-
based Industry, Health and Rural
Development Committee chair-
man.

A group of female participants
taking a photo with Dr Afif (back
row, left) at the Unity Run.

Malaysia (Pemadam) Penang
and De Pauh Garden for helping
to make the event possible.
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Law (right) and Lee showing off the men’s and women’s vests
respectively for the participants of the Penang International
Bridge Marathon.

Good response to
bridge marathon

MORE than 12,000 people have
registered for the Penang Inter-
national Bridge Marathon
(PIBM) which will be held on the
first bridge on Nov 25.

Tourism Development Com-
mittee chairman Danny Law said
they are targeting 30,000 partici-
pants for the full marathon, half
marathon and 10km events for
men and women.

“When we reach a registration
of 13,000, we will increase the
entry fees by RM10,” Law told a
press conference in Komtar on
March 27.

The entry fees for now are
RM90 for full marathon, RM70
for half marathon and RM60 for
10km run.

Law later received a set of
Brooks running vest samples
from Global Marketing interna-
tional business development
manager Wilson Lee. The run-
ning vest is black and white in
colour for women and orange for
men.

For more details about the
marathon and sizes of the run-
ning vests, visit www.penang-
marathon.gov.my.

“I would like it to be held
annually and also more healthy
activities to be held in Seberang
Jaya. This is in line with the
state’s objective of having a
greener, safer, cleaner and
healthier Penang.”

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister I Datuk Mohd
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Rashid Hasnon and Seberang
Perai Municipal Council secre-
tary Rosnani Mahmod.

Mohd Rashid said the re-
sponse for the run held for the
first time was very encouraging.

He praised Dr Afif’s office,
co-organiser KPJ Penang Spe-
cialist Centre, venue sponsor
Sunway Carnival Mall, sponsors
Drug Prevention Association of
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= Vatersay bridge to allow water from

screw pump discharge ta Sgjur

crosing borrow pit

= Pre- Cast U-drain = 4.15m x | 3m
(58m)

= Box Culvert to existing pond = |9m
fengeh

» Maintenance sccess = 0.55m

= Total dack bridge width = 53m

« 3 nas TM-Beam = 30m langth (single
span)

» Piling = 12/nos; 600mm @ Spun Pile
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Nama ADUN

AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

[\ [e) Tel/ No Faks

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Haji Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 646 4700

NAMA ADUN \[) TeI/ No Faks

PENAGA

YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad (T) 04 - 351 5825

BERTA

YB Shcmful Azhar Othman [T{ 012-411 4620
F) 04-5758670

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 9131
F) 04 - 383 2131

PINANG TUNGGAL L
YB Datuk Haiji Roslan Saidin

T) 04 - 398 3555
F) 04 - 397 3555

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

}T; 04-2260218
F) 04 - 226 0218

PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid

[T% 04-573 4630
F) 04-573 4630

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T) 04 - 575 7454

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid
jahara.hamid@gmail.com

T) 04 - 351 2873
F) 04 - 351 4389

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI ACHEH )
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my

T) 04 - 593 3100
F) 04 - 593 9529

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad

Sedang dikemaskini

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

PULAU BETONG |
YB Muhamad Farid Saad

T) 04 - 866 4202
F) 04 - 866 4202

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob

[T% 04 -866 1760
F) 04 - 866 1821

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 - 390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

}T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM .
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

{T; 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Lip Chee T) 04 - 594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 - 250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
H 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey ;
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999
& PENYELAMAT
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM 04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang) 04-398 8340
EPF 04-226 1000
SOCSO 04-238 9888
JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/

PEGAWAI PENYEI.ARAS PARLIMEN

PARLIMEN KEPALA BATAS

Che Norma Binti Mehat 012 - 440 2167

hiasnorma@gmail.com

PENAGA

Mohd. Radzi Bin Wahab 013 - 407 6038

mohd.radzi230@gmail.com

BERTAM

Abdul Latif Bin A. Rahman 013-4352324

PINANG TUNGGAL

Muhasdey Bin Muhamad 019 - 437 2887

muhasdey@gmail.com

PARLIMEN TASEK GELUGOR

Dato’ Jasmin Bin Mohamed 018-468 6610

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN

Abu Hassan Bin Awang 019 - 423 6779

SUNGAI DUA

Yusri Bin Isahak 019 - 337 4055

srregnot@gmail.com

TELOK AIR TAWAR

Mustafa Kamal Bin Anmad. 019 - 556 9552

mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com

SUNGAI ACHEH

Mohd. Rizal Bin Abd. Hamid 012 - 424 3878

rizalhamid.ppksa@gmail.com

PARLIMEN BALIK PULAU

ohd. Yusmadi Bin Mohd. Yusoff 011 -1038 3993

yusmod/ yusoff@gmail.com

BAYAN LEPAS

Azrul Mahathir Bin AZIZ 017-594 1976

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

PULAU BETONG .

Syed Mohamad Nazli Bin Syed Ahmad | 012 - 429 6542

TELUK BAHANG

Zainudin Bin Noordin 017 - 4647372

zainuddin.noordin@gmail.com

PERMATANG PASIR

Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil 019 -274 6671

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com
TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377

JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH 04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN KANAK-KANAK

CAP
BEFRIENDERS PENANG
PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 404¢
04-829 9511

04-281 5161 / 04-281 1108

04-229 8555

PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga 8

N2 Bertam ;-

N3 Pinang :-
Tunggal

N4 Pematang : -
Berangan

N5 Sungai Dua : -

Né Telok Air :-
Tawar

N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbkttengah@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Atriffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
H 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
drjiayabalan@gmail.com

T) 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer a/l Rajaiji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@yahoo.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ {T; 04 - 228 8482
dappg@sfreamyx.com F) 04 - 228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366
Jermal
N9 Bagan :016 - 473 1963
Dalam
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109
Jaya
N11 Permatang :010 - 406 2128
Pasir 013 - 595 6865
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507
017 - 446 1817
N14 Machang :012 - 474 0964
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928
Lalang 014 - 945 9786
N16 Perai : 04 -383 9131
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120
017 - 378 4448
N19 Jawi : 017 - 408 4784
012 - 456 5018
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689
Bakap 012 - 542 4454
N21 Sungai :-
Acheh

- Mr.Lee

- Yeap Choon

Keong
- Gesan

- Nor Hayati

Mohd. Iskander

- Nurdafiqah
- Rosli
- Tira

- Mr.Lim

- Yeoh Ee Yee
- Andrew Chin

- Ikhwan

- Chan

- Lai

- Sri Sangar

- Lim Tuan Chun

- G.Dumany
- Khor

- Abdul Halim

- Mr. Khor
- Norjuliana
- Hasbullah

N22 Tanjong : 012 - 465 0021 - Tina
Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
Beng
N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
Bunga Eong

N25 Pulau Tikus

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah

N24 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

Chee
N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’'ng Chin
Kota Keat
N28 KOMTAR :010 - 811 7300 - Razin
N29 Datok : 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
Keramat
N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Nayim
Pinang
N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
Lancang
N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James
N33 Air ltam : 012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet
N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
Terubong Lee

N35 Batu Uban

N3é Pantai
Jerejak

N37 Batu
Maung

N38 Bayan Lepas

N39 Pulau
Betong

N40 Telok
Bahang

016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee

: 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul
016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Shamsudin

:019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman

016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
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SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2018
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 04 - 650 5556
feldelelinei 1. | Elemperu Valuthi Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 018 - 467 0037
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
Nor No.1, Jalan Relau,
Balik Pulau.
H'ng Mooi Lye 012 - 425 2602
3. K. Krishnasamy Seberang Perai Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553
Utara Bertam Kepala Batas.
Kumar a/l Kanapathy 012 - 548 2465
S = 5 2 4. P. Rachenamorthy Seberang Perai Pejabat Bangunan MPSP , 019 - 457 2271
Tengah Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
Mohamad Shaipol 019 - 414 6079
] Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
S. Nakulan A/L Seberang Perai Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS, 010 - 462 0073
Saizs Al UTEREY 016 - 438 4767 Muthumanikam Selatan 14200, Jawi.
Nota:
Tan Chee Teong 012- 401 7718 Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS | ||
MBPP 2018
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Kalendar Pelancongan
Nama Telefon . R
_ Pulau Pinang April 2018
Thomas Loh Wei Pheng 04-390 6836
012 - 409 6836 MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 012 - 498 4556
Woo Sze Zeng (Joshua) 016 - 557 6672
Ahmad Razaaim bin Azimi 012-572 4711 >
016 - 451 9225 /
Zulkifli lorahim 012-477 5588
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 Penang
International
. Food Festival
Mohd Sharmizan 011-1110 6456 Gan Ay Ling 012-401 2265
Mohamad Nor o :
Goh Choon Keong 019 - 4717931 A~ ;
Gooi Seong Kin 016 -457 1271 14-29APR"' 21 s
Zaini Awang 019 -546 3115 9 SIZZLING FOOD AND CULTURE!
Teoh Koon Gee 016-4191938 L
Ong Jing Cheng 016 - 445 5709 ) ; a@
_ Harvindar a/l Darshan Singh | 012 - 428 2250
012 -758 3779 ° STREET FODD FESTIVAL
14 - 15 APRIL
Joseph Ng Soon Siang 012-423 9143
Anuar Yusoff 04 - 507 5390
016 - 4616 390 Kala a/p Durai Raj 016 - 468 4247
Dr Amar Pritpal 04 - 582 2020 Khoo Salma Nasution 017 - 456 6012 14hb - 29hb Aptn 2018 .
Abdullah 019 - 452 2020 Penang International Food Festival 2018
Kumaresan a/l Arumugam 014 - 945 9621
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010 - 380 7672 Lee Chun Kit 012-519 2152 ! BULETIN MUTIARA :
: | Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang 1
Mhd. Nasir Yahya 012 - 402 6739 ! Phone : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 1
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 04 - 593 5493 I Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com 1
012 - 507 2229 Muhammad Bakhtior Wan Chik 019 -4708811 | EDITORIAL 1
Nur Zarina Zakari 011 -1578 5098 ; gditors :
o ur Zarina Zakaria - ' Victor Seow (English) 1
Fadzil HJ Abdullah 017 - 343 4464 : Tan Kean Mlng (Chinese) 1
Ong Ah Teong 012- 410 6566 ' G. Revatic (Tamil) !
1
: : ' Writers : 1
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 Saiful Azwan Abd Malik 016 - 463 2787 I Danny Ooi, M. Tanushalini, Christopher Tan, i
I Ong Kok Hoay, Thaarshenii Kumar (English) 1
Shahrudin Mohamed Shariff | 012 - 428 3160 1 Cheah Lay Ping, Wong Boon Foei, Eng Kok Wei, 1
i . ]
Dr. Tiun Ling Ta 04 - 505 7288 — i Oreig N O [(Enlinces) :
013 - 430 2096 Shung Yin Ni 012 - 413 9246 ! J. Patmavathy(Tamil) !
! Photographers : 1
Syerleena Abdul Rashid 019 - 225 6502 i Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina i
Wong Chee Keet 012 - 4511312 ] Mohd. Daud, Shum Jian-Wei, Alvie Cheng, \
T Clilew Cheen 019 - 470 4499 : Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis and Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi |
1 Graphic Designers : 1
. i L
Hamizah Abdul Manab 013-591 6344 ) e (e 016 - 439 9121 ] ldzham Ahmad and Nur Afigah Zainudi -~~~ k
N | ||
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Getting
feedback on
CAT buses

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Cheah Lay Ping

A DAY after the launching of the
Congestion Alleviation Transport
(CAT) free feeder bus service in
Air Itam by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng on April 1, Air Itam
assemblymember Wong Hon Wai
and RapidPenang officials went
to the ground to get commuters’
feedback and check on the sys-
tem’s operation.

Although they got mixed reac-
tions from the public, Wong said
they need to give the passengers
time to know and understand the
system and how the buses ply the
routes.

“I feel they need a bit of time
to get used to the changes,” Wong
told reporters while monitoring
the frequency of the CAT buses at
the bus stop opposite SRIK (C)
Shang Wu on April 2.

The bus stops in front and op-
posite SRJK (C) Shang Wu are
used as the two transit points.

Based on the feedback, Wong
said they have to look at expand-
ing the bus stop in front of the
school because of the crowd,
erecting a shelter at the bus stop
and installing additional lighting.

Also present were RapidPen-
ang chief operating officer Mohd
Azmi Abdullah, RapidPenang
head of operations Ahmad Sha-
habuddin Abdullah and its group
communications associate Reena
Sandher.

At the launching the green-
coloured CAT buses, Lim said 12
routes would be introduced with
six on the island and six on the
mainland, starting with the Air
Itam route.

The aim is to reduce traffic
congestion and reduce household
expenditure for local residents.

Former insurance agent, P.C.
Khor, 78, praised the state govern-
ment for introducing the CAT bus
system.

“It’s very good, not only be-
cause it’s free but also because of
the consistent frequency of the
CAT buses plying the routes,” said

Khor, who boarded the bus from
the Air Itam market to his home
in Paya Terubong.

Two women passengers - Lim
Huat Liang, 65, and Angie Liew,
71 - both enjoyed testing out the
free ride.

“I wanted to see how it works
and decided to come out today. I
anticipated heavy traffic yesterday
because it was a Sunday and many
would have come out for Qing
Ming (All Souls Day). I like the
new transport system,” said Huat
Liang, who boarded the bus from
Farlim and got off at Paya Ter-
ubong, and then took the return
journey.

Liew was all smiles when
Wong spoke to her.

“It’s free and it’s great. No
complaints,” she said.

But one woman passenger
complained that the new system
was inconvenient for her as she
had to disembark from the CAT
bus at the transit point before tak-
ing another bus to either Komtar
or the jetty.

“We could take a direct bus
from Air Itam to Komtar before.
But now I have to get off the
transit point and take another
bus,” she said.

In an immediate response, state
Local Government, Traffic Man-
agment and Flood Mitigation
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JIMAT DAN MUDAH

Committee chairman Chow Kon
Yeow announced RapidPenang
has resumed normal operation for
the main trunk service of bus No.
201, 202, 203 for the Air Itam
area, instead of just operating
these buses during rush hours
from 6.30am to 8.30am.

This is to ensure bus commut-
ers can enjoy direct bus services
to Komtar and Weld Quay.

Chow said RapidPenang would
require additional time to finetune
the bus services to achieve a bal-
anced, efficient and convenient
experience for bus commuters.

Wong (left) greeting passengers
boarding the CAT free feeder
bus at the transit point near
SRJK (C) Shang Wu in Jalan
Air Itam.
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Christopher Tan to sort out their personal finances N

DRIVEN by his passion to help
aspiring home buyers, a property
developer has come up with a
special package that allows home-
buyers to enter a rent-first, buy-
later contract with the developer.

M Summit Group founder and
managing director Datuk Albert
Moh, a Penang-born, said the
Group wanted to help lighten the
burden of home buyers, espe-
cially those facing problems se-
curing housing loans.

“We are offering our ‘rent to
own’ scheme, dubbed as the state’s
first of its kind by a private devel-
oper, for our Ramah Pavilion
condominium project in Teluk
Kumbar.

“There are 30 units up for grabs
under this programme.

“We do not want to merely
build houses for the rich. We be-
lieve that homeownership is for all.

“Thus, this is our way of giving
back to the community by helping to
make homeownership on the island
more affordable and far-reaching.

and build up their credit standing
before they start applying for a
loan,” Moh said.

Moh added that under the pro-
gramme, the monthly rental col-
lected over the five years would
be treated as 20% of the unit’s
price.

“Before the tenure expires, the
‘tenant’ has the option of signing
a Sales and Purchase Agreement
to buy the unit and the total rental
he has paid will be treated as up
to 20% deposit.

“Thus, although the value of
the property may have risen over
the five years, the buyer still pays
the same amount as the present
purchase price.

“The buyer does not have to
worry about having to pay more
due to real estate appreciation. The
rate will be pegged to the current
price,” he explained during the
Penang Affordable Housing Expo
2018 at Sunway Carnival Mall in
Seberang Jaya on March 31.

Moh said during the lease ten-
ure, the developer would bear the

The public looking at the scale model of an affo

Housing Expo 2018 at Sunway Carnival Mall in Seberang Jaya.

assessment, quit rent and insur-
ance of the rented units while the
tenant merely pays for the month-
ly maintenance and sinking fund
charges.

“We are also supporting the
Chief Minister’s 4Ps (public, pri-
vate, people and professional)
partnership call by working with
the public sector to help the people
get cheaper homes,” he added.

Setup 18 years ago, M Summit
Group is the first private devel-
oper to take on Penang’s afford-
able housing scheme.

Expected to obtain its Certifi-
cate of Completion and Compli-

ances (CCC) end of April, Ramah
Pavilion comprises 759 units
ranging between 800 sq ft and
1,350 sq ft in size.

More than 90% of the units
have been sold.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
opened the expo in the presence
of a strong crowd.

State Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh said the
state government prioritised Pen-
angites when it provided afford-
able homes for the people.

“It is not unusual for the state
to care for its people first when
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rdable housing project at the Penang Affordable

providing homes to the people,”
he said.

He was commenting on the
reason behind the ‘condition’ that
in order to own a low-cost, low
medium-cost or affordable hous-
ing unit in Penang, one must be a
registered voter in Penang.

Also present were state exco
members Phee Boon Poh, Dr Afif
Bahardin and Lim Hock Seng and
Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud.

For more details on the ‘Rent
to Own Scheme’, call 04-296
9222.
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Lights out at MPSP
for Earth Hour

THE Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) observed Earth
Hour on March 24 from 8.30pm to
9.30pm at the MPSP headquarters.

Council president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud said this Earth Hour
celebration is a way of providing

awareness to the public about the
importance of energy saving as well
as its impact on the environment.
“Earth Hour also plays an im-
portant role in educating people
about greenhouse gas emissions. As
aresult, as a step towards achieving

MPSP headquarters before
and during the Earth Hour.

low-carbon city, MPSP has organ-
ised an Earth Hour response at the
MPSP level.

“The Earth Hour celebration at
this MPSP level is in line with Se-
berang Perai’s aspiration to be alow
carbon city by 2022.

Green efforts by Flex Penang

SEBERANG Perai Municipal .

Council (MPSP) president Datuk
Rozali Mohamud launched the
Earth Day Challenge 2018 Flex
Penang at Flex Plant 5 on April
9.

In his speech, Flex Penang
Head of Operations, Viswanathan
Paramasivam, said Flex Penang
takes all the necessary measures
to protect the environment espe-
cially in the areas of conserving
energy and natural resources as
well as the curbing of excessive
pollution.

“This is done by applying the
necessary and appropriate man-
agement practices and technolo-
gy while creating awareness
among our employees and the
community we operate
within,”said Viswanathan.

“Some of the on-going activi-
ties and events that we have done
in Penang include planting man-
grove saplings at Sungai Acheh,
Nibong Tebal in 2017, setting up
recycling booths and sale in 2017
and organising green birthday
(every quarter, our Al plant will
celebrate employees’ birthday by

I

“This celebration is aimed at
encouraging people across the
world to understand the impor-
tance of environmental preserva-
tion and to take into account the
concept of low carbon city,” he
added.
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MPSP through the Seberang
Perai Strategic Plan 2018-2022
has been planning to replace
1,000 units of street lights to
LED lights annually as a step
towards energy saving and re-
ducing carbon emissions.

Rozali (wearing white songkok) in a group photo with Flex Penang staff at the Earth Day 2018 celebration. On Rozali’s right is

Viswanathan.

getting them to plant a tree or
bush).

“These efforts are to create
public awareness by making
them the ambassadors for this
beautiful initiative - we recently
had 400 employees from Flex

hiking up Tokun Hill,” said
Viswanathan.

Rozali highlighted that the
theme of the Earth Day celebra-
tion 2018 is “End Plastic Pollu-
tion”.

“Plastic waste threatens our

lives on Earth by causing poison-
ing, harming marine life, disturb-
ing human hormones through the
diffusion of plastic substances in
food and causing life-threatening
diseases and it is a solid waste
material that is difficult to break

down,” said Rozali.

These activities are a con-
certed effort to cherish the world
and to inculcate a sense of re-
sponsibility and raise awareness
among the people to protect the
Earth and the environment.
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Valuing our flora legacy

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Su Chin

IN Penang, there are 5,200
hectares of permanent forest
reserves and these were ga-
zetted as such back in 1911
during the British colonial
period.

Across the world, there are
more than 30 species of flora
recorded as ‘Penang Gainers’
because they originated from
Penang but having no scien-
tific name.

And, there are over 60
other plant species also with |
their origins in Penang with
no scientific name as well and
therefore, many are named
after the famous British bota-
nist who also served as the
first Superintendent of the
Penang Botanic Gardens,
Charles Curtis (1853-
1928).

“For example the
Meranti Seraya spe-
cies, the scientific
name of the plant is
‘Shorea Curtisii’,
named after Charles
Curtis.

“This means there are more

than 30 species from Penang,
besides the 60 other species
carrying the Penang brand.
The significance of the Pen-
ang brand name is there and
musn’t be simply over-
looked,” said Penang For-
estry Department Director
Rusli Tahir (pix) during an
interview with Buletin Muti-
ara recently.

Our Forest Value

When Rusli was working
at the Kuala Lumpur Federal
Territory Forestry Depart-
ment, he cooperated with a
professional consulting body
from Universiti Putra Malay-
sia to conduct a study to de-
termine the true value of
Bukit Sungei Putih Forest
Reserve.

“Through the PES (Pay-
ments for Ecosystem Ser-
vices) method, 22 elements
were evaluated, including

| timber, land protection, aes-

thetic value, inheritance val-
ue. Each element can be
converted into ringgit and sen
as there is a specific for-
mula. The standards are
applied internationally
and therefore, the final
figure wasn’t taken
from a mere random
budget.
“As aresult of the
survey, one hectare
of the Bukit
Sungei Putih For-
est Reserve was
found to be worth
around RM20 mil-
lion,” Rusli explained.

HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULED WASTE

COLLECTION IS BACK!!

oot YOUrS
\ z3¢d Fl00

--+P.—';;;T i ;

— — TACTF ey 2
our E#WASTE Tow 4

KOMTAR

SISA ELEKTRONIK

—

TYPES OF HOUSEHOLD
SCHEDULED WASTE

+ Audio/video equipment II
+ Computer peripherals

+ Small personal devices |

(e.g.: cable. mouse,
keyboard) A

(e.g.: cell phone, tablet, .
smart watch)

v Bottery l
+ Light fitting

{eq.:light bulb, light tube) |

Education partnes:

E-llusio

n maibn w pmiatun n gEmen

Contact us at 04 250 3322 or email to info@pgc.com.my

Rusli said that by taking
the results of the study,
roughly 5,200 hectares of
permanent forest reserve in
the state were estimated to be
valued at RM154 billion.
Imagine that!

Forest Recovery Benefits

The main purpose of hav-
ing forest reserves, according
to Rusli, is for the envi-
ronment to remain as
the ‘heart’ of Pen-
ang when it comes
to the supply of
oxygen to all liv-
ing beings espe-
cially the more
than 1.6 million
people living in the
state.

“Imagine if there is no for-
est reserve in Juru, Bukit
Mertajam, Bukit Panchor and
Bukit Bendera, the earth will
be hot; when it rains, the risk
of landslides is higher, water
catchment areas will also be
affected.

“In other countries there
are raw resources such as logs
and petroleum, but in Penang
there are no natural resourc-
es.

“When forest reserves in
the state are preserved, the
climate is more comfortable
and of course it will directly
attract more visitors and tour-
ists to Bukit Bendera too.

“For example, the Bukit
Mertajam Forest Park near
Cherok Tok Kun receives
about 720,000 visitors a year.

Conservation & Restora-
tion

Since 2008, over 271,000
saplings have been planted
throughout the state in order
to achieve the motto of the
state government which is a
‘Cleaner, Greener, Healthier
and Safer Penang’.

During this period, Rusli
said his department contrib-
uted more than 15,000 Teco-
ma saplings or ‘Sakura Ma-
laysia’ to the Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP)
and the Department of Envi-
ronment (DOE) for urban
landscape purposes.

“Since 2005, we also have
a mangrove plantation project
with the Penang Inshore Fish-

ermen Welfare Association
(PIFWA), an NGO in Sungai
Acheh after the tsunami trag-
edy.

‘Botak Hill’ issue

Rusli acknowledged that
the State Forestry Depart-
ment also faces challenges.

Among these challenges is
the ‘Botak Hill” issue a few
years ago which attract-
ed the attention of
many parties.

Rusli pointed

out that Penang is
the only state in
Peninsular Ma-
laysia whose for-
est reserve is left
untouched for the past

10 years.

Commenting further, Rus-
li said that his department
also received numerous com-
plaints, but after the review
process witnessed none of the
cases of ‘botak hill’ in the
jurisdiction belonged to a
reserved gazette.

“All areas (referred to on
the issue of ‘botak hill’ are
included the (private) land
and (land) intrusion.

Future Plans

Rusli said his department
intends to intensify the pres-
ervation of existing forest
reserves in accordance with
international standards such
as the High Conservation
Value Forest (HCVF).

Furthermore, he added that
his department would in-
crease the number of pro-
grammes related to Specific
Plant Species and Almost
Unpredictable Species, En-
dangered and Rarely Discov-
ered (ERT).

“Among these species,
both the ‘Nyireh Pasir’ and
‘Merawan Unggu’ fall under
the ERT category which are
difficult to find or there is no
such plant or species left in
Penang,” he explained.

In the future, he does not
rule out the possibility that
the industry that generates
rare gas will be required to
pay compensation to coun-
tries that have been identified
as having permanent forest
reserves, for supplying oxy-
gen to the world population.
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The pieces of seed paper and
the ‘One Plant At A Time’ plant
sets are on sale at the Friends
of Entopia membership lounge
(The Atlas) at Entopia.

Story by Christopher Tan

FROM far, it looks like any other
recycled paper.

However, there is “magic” be-
hind the seed paper created by
Entopians.

“When the seed paper is plant-
ed, nectar plants may grow,” En-
topia by Penang Butterfly Farm
marketing section head Reina R.
Ramirez said.

Entopia has taken a huge step
in promoting environmental-

friendly activities with its “One
Plant At A Time” green campaign.

“The main driving point is our
seed paper. The paper is cre-
ated by Entopians using
recycled paper collect-
ed from recycled bins
around our premises.

“We make planting
more fun and memo-
rable. The recycled pa-
per is infused with local
plant seeds.

“The seeds used in the paper
are from local plant species that
produce flowers rich in nectar.

“Plants, such as the Bachelor’s
Button Flower, Cosmos plant and
Marigold, attract pollinators like

‘ A colourful butterfly

feeding on the nectar

of a Marigold plant at
topia.

butterflies and bees in gardens,”
Ramirez told Buletin Mutiara at
Entopia in Jalan Teluk Bahang on

She said the seed
paper could also be
reused as a book-
mark, picture
frame or a gift.
“It is available
at the Friends of
Entopia membership
lounge (The Atlas).
Upon purchase, visitors will be
educated on the importance of
pollinators in our ecosystem,” she
added.

The “One Plant At A Time”
campaign was launched on March
25 last year as part of the activities
during the Friends of Entopia Day.

Ramirez said the Malaysian
Nature Society (MNS) was chosen
as the beneficiary of the campaign
from March to December last year.

“After nine months of running
the campaign, we managed to raise
RM1,626 for MNS. We are look-
ing for a new beneficiary this
year,” she said, adding that the
Penang Green Council is support-
ing the cause by helping Entopia
raise awareness through their
events and activities.

Also riding on the green wave
is property developer M Summit
Group which is a champion of
green efforts.

The group is constantly promot-
ing a sustainable and healthy
lifestyle among its house buyers
and staff.

Among its myriad efforts is
building a rooftop farm at its
nearly-completed Ramah Pavilion
condominium project in Teluk
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condominium, Teluk Kumbar.

Kumbar.

“We want to help our residents
lead a happy and healthy lifestyle
by enabling them to grow their
own organic greens,” Group
founder and managing director
Datuk Albert Moh said.

A beautiful plant spotted at the rooftop farm in Ramah PaV|I|on

“They can breathe in fresh air
and enjoy a stunning scenery while
doing farming. Rooftop farming
can reduce carbon footprint.
Home-produced food can save fuel
required for transporting food to
eaters,” he added.

The developer has allocated planter boxes for the farming activity.

Thumbs-up to green initiatives

Story by Danny Ooi and
Christopher Tan

BULETIN MUTIARA went to the
ground to gather public feedback on
Penang’s green initiatives. These are
some of the comments of our read-

€I18.

Boo Soon Yew, 51, private tutor
Q. What is your opinion of the
Penang green initiatives?

A. ‘Every day is no free plastic
bags day’ campaign has certainly
been a success as it rubs on to all
of us who are conscious enough of
our environment, encouraging us
to take steps to bring our own bags
when we go to supermarkets or
shops. The waste segregation is
also another good initiative al-
though it takes time for many to
warm up to it. I do my part by di-
viding the dry waste and accumu-
lating enough recyclables before
informing the solid waste manage-
ment contractor who goes around
collecting the recyclable waste on

Saturdays in my residential area.

Q. How do these green initiatives
affect you?

A. Going green affects not only our
lives but also our children. Our
children also become conscious and
occasionally remind us, the parents,
of when to separate our waste.

Q. What are the additional pro-
grammes that can be done to
further promote green in Penang?
A.Education is the key to emphasise
how we should not just simply throw
rubbish out of the windows of our
cars or just cast into drains noncha-
lantly. Together we can make Pen-
ang a better and greener place to
enjoy and live in.

A.A Rajah, 69, pensioner

Q. What is your opinion of the
Penang green initiatives?

A. 1 am proud to be a Penangite
because Penang is once more the
‘Pearl of the Orient’. This is only
possible through the Penang govern-

ment’s green initiatives in creating
environmental awareness. Penang
is cleaner and healthier now.

Q. How do these green initiatives
affect you?

A.Tlove the concept of reduce, reuse
and recycle. I find myself con-
sciously thinking of how can I reuse
or recycle stuff. My garbage dis-
posal is also more organised.

Q. What are the additional pro-
grammes that can be done to
further promote green in Penang?
A. I think ongoing education is im-
portant because people tend to be
complacent after a while. More re-
cycling bins must be placed strategi-
cally in parks and public places.

Eva Khoo, 41, self-employed :

Q. What is your opinion of the
Penang green initiatives?

A. I can see a lot of public places
have the separate “trash barrel” to
put in paper, plastic and others.

Q. How do these green initia-

tives affect you?

A.I'was made aware of these green
initiatives at a very early age, thanks
to my brother. He does recycling of
food waste into fertiliser. We practise
go green and educate our young
children at home.

Q. What are the additional pro-
grammes that can be done to
further promote green in Penang?
A. Keep doing the awareness cam-
paigns on the importance of going
green.

Siti Ahmad, 36, factory worker
Q. What is your opinion of the
Penang green initiatives?

A. It is a good move by the state
government. It definitely promotes
a clean environment.

Q. How do these green initiatives
affect you?

A. Alot of residents including my-
self have picked up the green moves
such as segregating our waste and
carrying our own reusable bags to

support the state’s green initiatives.

Q. What are the additional pro-
grammes that can be done to
further promote green in Penang?
A. The green campaigns should be
emphasised further by the state.

o

Stephanie Ooi, 38, programmer.
Q. What is your opinion of the
Penang green initiatives?
A.Good move. The initiatives help
to turn Penang into an international
and intelligent city.

Q. How do these green initiatives
affect you?

A. Well, it is for our future genera-
tions.

Q. What are the additional pro-
grammes that can be done to
further promote green in Pen-
ang?

A. The Penang government needs
to prioritise the green campaigns to
help raise awareness among the
people.
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Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

THE Penang Green Council which
was established by the state govern-
mentin 2011 is a non-profit organisa-
tion that nurtures, facilitates and co-
ordinates environmental causes in
Penang

PGC’s vision centres around mak-
ing Penang a green, clean, and safe
state as well as harnesses green
technology and with the mission to
enable, empower and enrich all
stakeholders to practice sustainable
development which safeguards the
environment and quality of life.

PGC managing director Thing
Siew Shuen (pix) during an exclusive
chat with the Buletin Mutiara team
recently shared about the green
moves in the state.

‘No Free Plastic Beg’ campaign

InJuly 2009, the state government
launched the ‘No Free Plastic Bag’
campaign and went to become the
first state to launch ‘Everyday No
Free Plastic Bags Day’ campaign on
Jan 1201.

According to Thing, at the begin-
ning, the state government received
objections from the society, but now
it has been successfully implement-
ed.

“Actually, when the public starts

complaining, that is the process for
them to get used to and think about
changing.

“The implementation of ‘Every-
day No Free Plastic Bags Day’
has succeeded in changing
the mindset of Penan-
gites since 2009, and
this is where the state
government had to play
the role to explain in
depth on the pros and
cons of using plastic bags.

“Ironically, anything that
comes free such as the plastic bag,
we (human beings) tend not to ap-
preciate it.

“We neglect it or discard it just
like that, which then brings negative
impact on the environment,” com-
mented Thing.

Studies pertaining public aware-
ness with regards to environment
According to Thing, based on a
study conducted on Penangites with
regards to environment, most of
them are aware of environmental
issues, ‘green’ and ‘sustainability’.
“The knowledge that they have
are not being transformed into ‘ac-
tions’, perhaps this is because they
lack of motivation or awareness.
“When we are unaware of the
consequences of our actions, we will
never change
“For instance, food waste which

we discard, apart from wasting it, we
are endangering the environment.
“The food waste at the landfill
emits high level of gas methane,
and also forms solvents
which endanger the
river and underwater
resources,” ex-
plained Thing.

Waste Segregation
at Source
Marching towards
becoming a green state,
Penang state government encouraged
all Penangites to put into practice the
Waste Segregation at Source Policy
on Jun 12016.

The policy has resulted in the rise
of the recycling rate in the state from
32 percentage to 38 percentage now.

““This percentage is way ahead
of the national recycling rate as peo-
ple have started to segregate their
waste into 2 streams.

“Apart from the policies and im-
plementation of waste segregation at
source, what is more important is the
state government wants its people to
understand and to realize the impor-
tance of implementing it (waste
segregation at source).

“It is difficult to change attitudes
and habits which have been practiced
for a long time, yet the desire to
change is in the hands of the indi-
viduals,” said Thing.

According to Thing, if we aspire
to make Penang like Japan in terms
of waste management, it is estimated
to take some 40 years.

“If we want to make Penang to be
like Japan, we have to wait another
40 years, but can our environment
as well as Pulau Burong landfill are
able to ‘wait’ until then?

“If not now then when, do we
want to develop a new landfill ? The
question is where?

“Do we want it to be near our
residential area? Certainly the answer
is no, so each and every one of us
need to realize and must know the
role that they need to play in response
to the rising issues,” Thing asked.

Green Oasis Environmental
Learning Centre

Towards end of this year, Penang
is set to have an educational centre
called ‘Green Oasis Environmental
Learning Centre which will be the
first of its kind in the country.

Waste management, energy and
water resources conservation, cli-
mate change and and also forest
conservation will be the core issues
which will be emphasized to the
visitors who turn up at there.

Robust economic performances
and good infrastructures does not
define a developed city, but its sus-
tainability.

Penang is on its way to educating

its people on the issues pertaining to
the environment and at the same time
making them to be more environ-
mental conscious through this edu-
cational centre.

Closing Thoughts

Penangites should take to heart
our duties to preserve the abundance
of ‘nature’ by playing our part
through doing small things such as
taking part in the waste segregation
at source program, planting tree
sapling, reducing the usage of plastic
bag and so on, big things are achieved
with small things such as this.

Do not see yourself, as an indi-
vidual, but see yourself as an indi-
vidual who can do much collectively
for the benefit of our Penang and our
country at large.

Housing exco
slams ‘blind’
critics

HOUSING exco Jagdeep Singh recently hit out
at those who accused the state government of not
building any affordable homes for Penangites.

“Those who accused the Penang government
of not building low-cost, low medium-cost and
affordable housing units are not only liars but
blind as well,” Jagdeep told reporters during a
site visit to Dua Residensi Apartment in Teluk
Kumbar on April 4.

He said the state had already and was also in
the process of building some 27,306 various types
of affordable homes in Penang.

“We welcomed the PR1MA units promised by
the federal government.

“However, not a single PR1IMA unit has been
built in Penang until today,” he added.

Jagdeep (sixth from left) pointing to a Dua Residensi apartment block under construction as other guests present
during the site inspection look on.
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Lovmg our rivers

Story & Pix by K. Thaarshenii

THE preservation and conser-
vation of water quality is very
important as it is one of the
basic needs of human life.

Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP), in collabora-
tion with South Island Gar-
ment Sdn Bhd and Armstrong
Technology Sdn Bhd, carried
out the “Environmental Con-
servation Awareness Event
2018” on March 24.

It was launched by MPSP
president Datuk Rozali Moha-
mud at Derhaka River Taman
Tunku, Seberang Jaya.

“This park is unique as it is
used 24 hours and can attract
500 people on a regular day
and up to 1,000 people a day
on weekends for leisure, jog-
ging or fishing at night,” said
Rozali.

This programme aims to
treat the quality of the Der-
haka River with EM Mudballs.

Water treatment using EM
Mudballs is one of the alterna-
tives used in solving water
pollution problems besides
being able to enhance existing
water quality.

“Mudballs breaks organic
molecules such as wastage,
mud, heavy metals, stabilises
pH of water, destroys ammo-
nia and nitrogen in water and

Rozali (in black attlre) and other part|0|pants throwing mudballs mto the river.

reduces any smell in the water.

“Up to 60,000 mudballs
have been thrown into the
river since March 19, 2016.
This effort has succeeded in
taking water quality to a better
level in the IIA class where it
can be a source of drinking

State spent RM370m
on flood projects

EXCO for Local Govern-
ment, Traffic Management &
Flood Mitigation Chow Kon
Yeow said in general for the
last 10 years, the Penang
state government had spent
about RM370 million for
flood mitigation projects.
He said among 10 high-
impact projects identified
was the Parit 5 Flood Miti-
gation Project at Taman
Mangga and Jalan Juru, Se-
berang Perai Tengah.
“Apart from the high-im-
pact projects, the state gov-
ernment has also identified
some flood mitigation pro-
jects like the Jelutong Diver-
sion costing RM15 million,”
he said when launching the

project at Taman Mangga on
April 7.

Also present were state
Department of Irrigation and
Drainage (JPS) director
Mohd Azmin Hussin, MPSP
president Datuk Rozali Mo-
hamud, Batu Kawan MP
Kasthuri Patto and Bukit
Tengah assemblymember
Ong Chin Wen.

“I am confident this pro-
ject will help check flood in
Taman Mangga, Taman Sen-
tul, Taman Sentul Jaya and
Perkampungan Juru,” Chow
added.

Chow (seated, centre, in
backhoe) during the launch
of the flood mitigation project
in Taman Mangga.

water after regular treatment
and allows aquatic life.

“MPSP is mobilising Se-
berang Perai residents to
maintain rivers and drainage
systems in Seberang Perai
from any form of invasion and
pollution.

“As a step towards achiev-
ing Carbon Low City and in
conjunction with the World
Water Day Celebration,
MPSP has launched the On-
line Pledge Form for water
savings. This form will be
open for access from March

22 to April 20,” added Ro-
zali during his speech.

It is an effort to keep Se-
berang Perai clean and
healthy in line with the
MPSP tagline “Seberang
Perai Aspiring City of To-
morrow”.
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