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Historic move

Penang first state to impose
two-term limit for head of govt

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

DESCRIBING the move as ‘unprec-
edented’, Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow on Nov 16 tabled the bill to
limit the holder of the chief minis-
ter’s post to two terms which was
passed with a two-thirds majority,
with 33 assemblymen voted in fa-
vour while three Opposition assem-
blymen from Umno and PAS ab-
stained. The remaining four PKR
lawmakers were absent with notice.

The bill was passed with a two-
thirds majority, with 33 assembly-
men voting in favour while the three
Opposition assemblymen from
Umno and PAS abstained. The re-
maining four PKR lawmakers were
absent with notice.

With this move, Penang becomes
the first state in the country to place
a limit on the tenure of a chief min-
ister.

The amendment to the Penang
State Constitution which has been
enforced since Aug 30, 1957 will
result in Article 7, Clause 2, para-
graph (a) having an additional line
which says “a member of the as-
sembly who has never held a chief
minister’s post for two terms”.

So far, the State Constitution had
been amended 18 times with the last
one in 2012 which concerned an
anti-party-hopping law for assem-
blymen.

Il]l/t;‘

Penang Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang (seated, centre), Chow (on Laws rlght in blue tie), elected
representatives and government officers taking a group photo after the State Legislative Assembly sitting.

In his winding up speech, Chow
said the “unprecedented” move
served to restore the faith of the
people towards political parties and
the governments they elected into
power.

“Asaying that we hear a lot is ‘by
the stroke of a pen, we can do some-
thing good or undo something bad’.
I don’t see what we are doing this
evening as robbing the right of some-
one to become the CM but more so
as the restoration of confidence the
rakyat has in us,” said Chow, who’s
also the Padang Kota assemblyman.

“I have never assumed for a mo-

As the holder of a
public office, we
are expected to
do our best and |

am doing that
— Chow

ment this office I am now in as
something personal. I am in this as
the holder of a public office.

“As the holder of a public office,
we are expected to do our best and |

am doing that,” he added.

“In line with the direction taken
by the federal government, the Pen-
ang state government has given
priority to this aspiration to fulfil
Pakatan Harapan’s General Election
manifesto.

“Penang will once again be creat-
ing history by being the first state in
Malaysia to impose a limit on the
tenure of its chief minister to two
terms which will result in a progres-
sive political approach,” the chief
minister said during the state assem-
bly session.

Chow added that the proposed

amendment to the Penang State
Constitution had been forwarded to
the Attorney-General’s Chambers
through the Office of the State Legal
Adviser on June 11 and it was dis-
cussed at great length in a series of
meetings of the state exco in July and
August.

Earlier on, while debating the bill,
Gooi Hsiao-Leung (PH-Bukit Ten-
gah) said the amendment was a clear
indication that the Pakatan Harapan
state government is fulfilling its
promise to strengthen the country’s
system of parliamentary democracy.

“This proposal was made for
obvious reasons. During the time of
the previous Barisan Nasional fed-
eral government, Malaysians faced
a situation where the prime minister
was given excessive power and the
country’s whole administrative sys-
tem was misused to protect him from
criminal investigations.

“On this day, Nov 16, 2018, it’s
not just for Penang, as we are setting
a fantastic example for other states
too. We should appreciate the chief
minister’s efforts. The chief minister
has only held the post for six months,
the seat is not warm yet but today, he
has tabled the bill,” noted Gooi.

Lee Chun Kit (PH-Pulau Tikus)
shared Gooi’s views and said that the
amendment to the state constitution
would enable new faces, especially
the next generation of younger lead-
ers, to have the opportunity to as-
sume the highest post in the state.
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Step In the right direction

Story by Christopher Tan

PENANG is setting a path to be
at the forefront of Industry 4.0.

Deputy Chief Minister I Da-
tuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abd
Rahman (pix) said the state gov-
ernment set up the Penang Digi-
tal Library, Butterworth Digital
Library and the Penang Islamic
Digital Library to face the Indus-
trial Revolution 4.0.

“These digital libraries focus

on ESTEEMA (English, Science,
Technology, Engineering, Math-
ematics and Arts) education.

“The setting up of Tech Dome
Penang, Penang Science Cluster,
@CAT Centre and Penang Math
Platform ensures that Penang
continues to be a centre of excel-
lence in science and technolo-
gy,” he said in his winding up
speech on Nov 16 during the
State Legislative Assembly sit-
ting.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin, who is
also the state Islamic Religious
Affairs, Industrial Development
and Community Relations Com-
mittee chairman, said the Penang
government cooperated with
Penang Skills Development Cen-
tre (PSDC), as well as public and
private institutes of higher learn-
ing to increase the development
level of human resources.

“I am happy to announce that
all the students who had under-

gone the Technical and Voca-
tional Education Training
(TVET) in PSDC managed to
secure a job.

“About 60% of them managed
to get a job in local large com-
panies and in small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs).

“The remaining 40% are cur-
rently working in multinational
corporations (MNCs),” he said.

He also spoke on the US$1
million Penang i4.0 Seed Fund.

“The seed fund was set up to
assist small entrepreneurs and
company start-ups which are
involved in technology,” he
added.

Exco members contribute
over RM80,000 to Tabung
Harapan from pay cut

ELEVEN Penang executive
council (exco) members joint-
ly contributed RM81,159.63
to Tabung Harapan, after a
10% salary cut from June to
November this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state govern-
ment on May 31 had agreed
to impose the 10% salary cut
from the basic pay of the
Chief Minister and all 10 exco
members.

“The pay cut was imposed
to service the national debt.

“The Penang government,
in the spirit of patriotism and
love for Malaysia, wanted to
extend our help to rebuild our

country,” he told a press con-
ference during lunch break at
the State Legislative Assem-
bly.

Chow said the state govern-
ment delivered what it has
promised and that the amount
collected would be channeled
to Tabung Harapan.

Chow, Deputy Chief Minister |
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman (third from left), state
Financial Officer Datuk Sarul
Bahiyah Abu (second from right)
and other executive council
members (from left) Soon
Lip Chee, Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain, Dr Afif Bahardin and
Phee Boon Poh in a group photo
after the press conference.

Property declaration by exco
members, assemblymen

PENANG Pakatan Harapan execu-
tive council members (exco) and its
assemblymen remained steadfast in
their promise to declare their prop-
erties.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said three newly-elected Harapan
exco members - Datuk Ahmad
Zakiyuddin Abd Rahman (PH-
Pinang Tunggal), Zairil Khir Jo-
hari (PH-Tanjong Bungah) and
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain (PH-
Batu Maung) - together with 21
newly-elected Harapan assembly-
men have declared their properties
as promised.

“The declaration is for the period
up to May 31 this year.

“This Declaration of Property is
only for the newly-elected exco
members and newly-elected as-
semblymen.

“This is because 13 Harapan
elected representatives, who had
been elected before, had already

declared their properties early this
year,” Chow told a press conference
during lunch break at the State
Legislative Assembly on Nov 12.

Chow said the declaration made
by the 13 Harapan elected repre-
sentatives was for the period up to
Jan 31 this year.

He added that the Penang gov-
ernment had appointed an accred-
ited independent audit firm to
conduct the auditing.

“The audit firm found that the
information and documents pro-
vided were in order.

“The Penang government has
again delivered its promise and will
continue to propel the state forward
based on the CAT (Competency,
Accountability and Transparency)
policy,” he said.

The Declaration of Property can
be viewed at the Penang govern-
ment’s portal www.penang.gov.my
under the Popular Topic section.
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Budget paving the way for Penang2030

Story by Victor Seow

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
who tabled the 2019 Budget on
Nov 9 reiterated his goal of achiev-
ing what’s stated in his vision for
the state under Penang2030 espe-
cially the 4-prong approach which
come under ‘Increase Liveability
To Enhance Quality Of Life’, ‘Up-
grade The Economy To Raise
Household Income’, ‘Empower
People To Strengthen Civic Par-
ticipation” and ‘Invest In The Built
Environment To Improve Resil-
ience’.

“Penang2030 which was
launched in late August does not,
in fact, contradict any of the pro-
grammes which was launched by
the state government since 2018.
In fact, it gives more emphasis on
the success determining factors and
stability of a state from the social
development perspective as well as
economic growth. For that matter,
the 2019 Penang State Budget will
coordinate the existing projects of
the state to be in line with what’s
envisaged in Penang2030 espe-
cially in the four people-centric
goals,” said Chow, who’s also the
Padang Kota assemblyman.

“The state government remains
committed to improving on its
existing infrastructure for the com-
fort and ease of the members of the
public. The network of roads
throughout the state, be it in the city
centre or the outskirt area, are con-
stantly being upgraded. To do this,
the state government will be allo-

cating RM39.3 million for the up-
grading and construction of new
roads in the state. Furthermore, in
order to enhance accessibility and
to improve on roads in the villages,
a sum of RM2 million will be al-
located while an additional RMS5
million will be allocated under
MARRIS (Sistem Maklumat Re-
kod-Rekod Jalan Raya Malaysia).

The chief minister, in his Budg-
et speech, also outlined his plans
for the digital transformation of the
state which is vital to meet the
needs of Industrial Revolution 4.0.

“We are all aware that Penang
is now heading towards becoming
a world class Smart City by 2025.
This initiative is in line with the
digital transformation and Indus-
trial Revolution 4.0 currently tak-
ing place on the global stage
without neglecting sustainability
by means of proper management
and smart initiative of the various
government departments and agen-
cies.

“The state government’s devel-
opment of a Smart City is all en-
compassing and should be well-
received and supported by all de-
partments and agencies to ensure
Penang stands equally tall with the
other Smart Cities in the world
without neglecting sustainability
for the future generations.

“The concept of Penang being a
Smart City was developed with an
emphasis on Information and Com-
munication Technology (ICT) in-
frastructure as an urban basic ne-
cessity and to meet the needs of

‘Consider water taxis
proposal seriously’

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon
Yeow elaborated on his plans for
improving alternative modes of
transport in Penang especially
the ones concerning water taxis
and the ferry service in the state.

“The income generated is
always less that the operating
cost of running the ferry ser-
vice. That’s why Penang Port is
always keen on halting the ferry
service from being part of the
port services. Part of the ser-
vices by Penang Port has been
taken over by Prasarana. So, we
will wait for Prasarana to come
up with a comprehensive plan
on how to improve and upgrade
the ferry service as well as
other services.

“We are also aware that
Prasarana itself is in need of

assistance. We hope this won’t
affect the public transport which
it currently operates,” Chow
told the media on Nov 14.

“The water taxi is something
that we mooted and promoted in
the Penang Transport Master Plan
which until now, we haven’t seen
any action taken. In fact, I have
directed my officers not to wait
any further. Maybe we can do a
separate Request for Proposal to
look at (what can be done for)
water transport.

“If RapidFerry comes in, it
should lead in this effort since
ferry service is the main water
transport activity at the mo-
ment. They should be looking at
water taxis also but so far it’s
been given low priority,” noted
Chow.

Industrial Revolution 4.0, the
challenge lies in the preparation
and provision of fiber optic net-
works with its exorbitant cost.
Nevertheless, through our Open
Door Policy, the state is covered
with 50% fiber optics networks —
the result of cooperation and in-
vestment by the various companies
in the telecommunications infra-
structure and digital business.
“The provision of telecommu-
nication infrastructure in Penang
has seen vast improvement com-
pared with 10 years ago. This is all
due to the hard work and the ini-
tiative of the state government with
the cooperation from several par-
ties, be it the private or the govern-

ment sector, especially the tele-
communication industry which is
most willing to invest in Penang.
This success also has much to do
with the 3M and 1S which we adopt
in our practice in telecommunica-
tions infrastructure — ‘Maju, Mu-
dah, Mesra and Smart’. The state
government also has plans to work
closely with service provider,
TIME for the broader coverage of
broadband with internet speed ex-
ceeding 100Mps. This shall be the
main starting point for the success
of Industrial Revolution 4.0 which
will turn Penang into an e-com-
merce hub covering cloud comput-
ing, big data and Internet of
Things,” noted the chief minister.
On the subject matter of the
year-end bonus to be paid to the
state civil servants, the chief min-
ister’s Budget also promised good
tidings which did not disappoint
any of them who have been instru-
mental for the economic perfor-
mance and growth of Penang.
“The state government did not
forget the civil servants in Penang
and as a gesture of appreciation for
year 2018, we are taking into con-

sideration the increased in prices
of a range of items such as petrol,
cooking oil as well as subsidised
items and therefore, have approved
a year-end bonus of equivalent to
0.5 month or a minimum of
RM1,000. We hope the announce-
ment of this bonus scheme will
liven up the spirit of the civil serv-
ants in the state and to ensure
continued excellence in our public
delivery system.

“This bonus scheme involves a
total of 3,915 state civil servants
and cost a total of RM5.23 million.
The bonus payment would be done
in December 2018. Furthermore,
payments to 1,590 supervisors and
teachers of KAFA , 270 teachers of
Sekolah Rendah Agama Rakyat,
182 teachers of Sekolah Menengah
Agama Rakyat and the 572 teach-
ers and staff of Independent Chi-
nese schools of RM300 each as
well as RM200 per person for 240
teachers of Tahfiz, Pondok as well
as TADIS throughout the state of
Penang will involve a total sum of
RM&832,000 and similarly, the pay-
ment would be done in December
2018,” Chow said.

turnsf60*f--

CHEERS and laughter filled the dining area of the
Penang State Legislative Assembly building as Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow walked in.

On the table, there were birthday cakes bearing
birthday wishes from his office, friends and col-

leagues

song.
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the memorable moment.

As soon as Chow stood behind the table, his
friends, elected representatives and government
officials gathered behind him and 'sang the birthday

Chow thanked' everyoneiforithe kind gestures

.Piresslphoto graphers were alllreadyltolcapture— \were) thoselpresentl.



DECEMBER 1— 15,2018

Penang promotes skills N
based education

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

THE state government has al-
ways been giving emphasis t o
skills based education where it
has taken up various initiatives
to promote it, said Deputy

Chief Minister II Prof Dr.
P.Ramasamy (PH-Perai) (pix)
who holds the portfolio of
economic planning, education,

human resources and science,
technology & innovation dur-
ing his winding up speech at
the state assembly on Nov 15.

He was responding to the
suggestions by Nor Hafizah
Othman (BN-Permatang Be-
rangan), Muhammad Faiz
Fadzil (PH-Permatang Pasir)
and Ong Khan Lee (PH-Kebun
Bunga), who suggested that
skills based education should

AROUND TOWN

CHARITY BALLET PERFORMANCE

A CHARITY ballet dance performance “Spread Love
Through Rhythm 2018” will be held on Dec 1 at 7pm @
Dewan Sri Pinang, Penang. For details, call Leow Pei
Hueh (011-10954105).

DANCE COMPETITION

LEVEL Up Dance Competition 2018 finals will be held
at Dewan Tunku Abdul Rahman University College
(TAR UC) on Dec 15 from 7pm to llpm. For further
details, visit Facebook Level Up Competition 2018 (@
levelupdance2018).

PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST

CONVERSATION Master Board Game Club will be
organising a tournament open to those aged between seven
and 17. The contest will be held on Dec 1 at 7C-3, Asas
Centre in Gottlieb Road, Penang, from 2.30pm to 4.45pm.
For details, call Winnie (017-3044357)

MUSIC CAMP

MUSICA Sinfonietta will hold its 17th Music Camp
from Dec 10 to 14 at Kompleks Masyarakat Penyayang
culminating in a concert on Dec 14 at Dewan Sri Pinang.
Invitation is open for players of orchestral instruments
to join the camp. For enquiries, send an email to
musicasinfonietta@gmail.com, or call 012-4085969 or
012-5533273.

XMAS CHARITY BALL

THE Cat’s Christmas Charity Ball will be held on Dec
14 from 7pm to 11.30pm at Penang Club. The celebration
includes buffet dinner, auction, music, dancing and
entertainment. Proceeds will go to support rescued cats
at Cat Beach Sanctuary. RSVP for tickets at RM150.
Whatsapp/call/SMS 017-5753419 for further enquiries.

BOOK GIFT

TO promote cultural heritage in schools, the George
Town World Heritage Incorporated is inviting educational
institutions in Penang to apply for its Cultural Heritage
Book Gifting Programme and receive a complimentary set
of cultural heritage books worth RM750. The programme
is on until Dec 15. Visit https://goo.gl/35C5JM to register.
For details, call Natasha at 04-2616606

be emphasised among youth
and secondary schools stu-
dents as well as producing
expertise in various fields.

According to Ramasamy,
the state government is work-
ing hand in hand with the
Penang Skills Development
Centre (PSDC) and higher
learning institutions (govern-
ment and private) to enhance
human capital development
with the focus on skills based
training to meet market de-
mands in Penang.

“PSDC plays a pivotal role in
providing the skills based train-
ing for the manpower in various
fields to meet the industrial
needs (high-tech) in the state.

“Among the special pro-
grammes offered by PSDC for
SPM leavers that are the main
agenda of the state government
are in the fields of precision
machining technology, engi-
neering and manufacturing
technology,” he said.

“The state government
through PSDC has developed
a vocational education system
(‘German-like’ vocational
education system) the Malay-
sian Meister Programme
(MMP).

“Through this system, train-
ing centers will be set up in
factories and business institu-
tions to enable students to
learn theoretical knowledge

il ——

and undergo practical training
simultaneously,” Ramasamy
added.

In line with the vision of the
state government to make Pen-
ang a truly international smart
city, the VSEP program
through the collaboration of
the Penang Science Cluster,
SAMENTA and FTC will be
emphasising on the aspects of
technical skills which can help
to fulfill the vision.

“A new programme called
‘Penang Accelerator for Crea-
tive, Analytics & Technology
(@CAT)’ has been launched
for those who want to venture
into business as a start-up pio-
neer (entrepreneur).”

Answering a question raised
by Lee Chun Kit (PH-Pulau
Tikus), pertaining to brain
drain in the state, Ramasamy
said the state government has
taken certain measures to rec-
tify the situation.

Ramasamy added that to at-
tract local talents who went
abroad for employment oppor-
tunities to return to Penang, the
state government has enhanced
industrial and economic devel-

i
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opment through new invest-
ments and reinvestments to
create job opportunities.

“As a step to retain the hu-
man capital and to reduce
Penang’s youth talents from
working abroad, the state gov-
ernment has set up Penang
Future Foundation (PFF)
funded by donors/private com-
panies.

“The PFF aims to encourage
Malaysians to pursue higher
education in the field of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, & Mathematics) and
upon completing the studies to
return to Penang and work
here,” said Ramasamy.

Since the PFF was estab-
lished in 2015 and until 2017,
a total of 300 students have
received scholarships. A sum
of RM10 million a year has
been allocated for this scholar-
ship programme.

Conference on Tamil education

SOME 500 people are ex-
pected to take part in the up-
coming National Conference
on Tamil Education aimed at
enriching as well as reviving
Tamil education in Malaysia.

Deputy Chief Minister II
Prof.P. Ramasamy said it is
high time to bring Tamil edu-
cation to the next level and at
the same time enhancing the
quality of learning in Tamil
schools.

“Many issues will be dis-
cussed at the conference on
ways to help Tamil schools to
grow. For instance, we will
also be discussing the chal-
lenges faced by Tamil schools
in this digital era and how to
prepare them for the Indus-

trial Revolution 4.0.

“In these two days, we will
be gathering ideas from ex-
perts and later on it will be
compiled into a book which
will then be used as a guide-
line to make policies on Tamil
education ),”” said Ramasamy
during a press conference re-
cently.

Bagan Dalam assemblyman
M. Satees shared some statis-
tics on the major drop that
Tamil schools faced in terms
of the number of schools in
Malaysia.

“It is a sad reality that the
number of Tamil schools in
Malaysia has reduced in these
61 years (1957 to 2018) from
888 schools to 524.

“So, this conference will
serve as a platform to shift the
entire Tamil education system
at the ministry level towards
the benefit of the Tamil com-
munity. And also to initiate
Tamil secondary school in
states which have a high popu-
lation of the Tamil communi-
ty,”” said Satees.

For further enquiries please
contact Mr. Paniirselvam at
04-6505134 / 016-4474738

Details of the event :-
Date : Nov 26 & 27

Time : 9 am - 5 pm
Venue : The Light Hotel,
Seberang Jaya

*Free admission
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Support for nurseries GLCsimpactstate’s
in govt offices

IN response to the call by the
Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development Ministry, the
state government fully supports
the establishment of nurseries
in government offices.

“The setting up of nurseries
at the workplace enable parents
to give their full attention to-
wards their jobs as their chi-
dren are nearby and in a safe
place.

“At this moment there are
three nurseries in state depart-
ments and nine in federal de-
partments in Penang.

“The state government is
currently studying this matter
to enable more nurseries to be
set up at the work place,”said
exco member for Women and
Family Development, Gender
Inclusiveness and Non-Islamic
Religious Affairs Chong Eng in
her winding up speech at the
Penang State Assembly on Nov
15.

She added that to ensure
early education of children
aged three months to six years

is systematic, the Penang state
government recommend the
setting up of an Early Child-
hood Development Agency
(ECDA) to the federal govern-
ment.

“ECDA will function as an
independent body to provide
comprehensive, quality and af-
fordable early care and educa-
tion system,” she added.

The main functions of ECDA
are:

1. Co-ordinate monitor-
ing on all nurseries and kin-
dergartens.

2. Set up guidelines for
amenity, program and cur-
riculum.

3. Co-ordinate fees based
on location.
4. Give training to teach-

ers, caregivers and entrepre-
neurs

5. Oversee issues con-
cerning grants and usbsidies
from the Government.

Chong Eng also expressed
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her gratitude to all parties in-
cluding departments, govern-
ment and non-government
agencies and private institu-
tions.

‘This has helped the state
government to execute pro-
grammes linked to women and
family development, gender
inclusiveness and religions
other than Islam for the welfare
and prosperity of Penangites.

“I hope the co-operation
between government and the
community will always help the
state government improve its
services to its ‘biggest share-
holder’, which is the residents
of Penang,” she added.

Call for enactment of
Sexual Harassment Act

IN a bid to tackle sexual harass-
ment through law and order, exco
member for Women and Family
Development, Gender Inclusive-
ness and Non-Islamic Affairs
Chong Eng, on behalf of the
Penang government, urged the
federal government to enact the
Sexual Harassment Act.

According to Chong Eng,
based on statistics given by the
Public Service Department, there
were 47 cases of sexual harass-
ment reported from 2015 to 2017
and 64 cases reported by the
private sector to the Human Re-
source Ministry for the same
period.

“Though the number of cases
seems to be small, if we look at
studies conducted across the
world, 70% to 90% of the victims
do not report their cases.

“The recent cases which hap-
pened in a hospital in the Klang
Valley and at an optical outlet in
Kuala Lumpur exhibit the seri-
ousness of sexual harassment.
The public showed their disgust

towards these incidents through
social media.

“Sexual harassment is rampant
due to the lack of awareness
among members of the public on
what acts constitute sexual har-
assment. What some people
consider as an acceptable behav-
iour might cause others to feel
uncomfortable, therefore they
will feel sexually harassed,” said
Chong Eng during a press confer-
ence held at the state assembly on
Nov 12.

Chong Eng also mentioned
that the culture of being preju-
diced towards women or girls
(misogyny) could also worsen the
situation whereby the offenders
can harass any woman without
any conscience.

“There are many reasons why
it is hard for victims to share their
experiences. Firstly they are fear-
ful of the consequences of expos-
ing the harassers, for instance
victims at the workplace. They
might fear losing their job or get
demoted.

L

economy positively

THE govern-
ment-linked com-
panies (GLCs) in
Penang are not
merely invest-
ments like the Mk
ones at federal g
level, but func- \ "
tion as facilitator y:
and enabler to L "
promote the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow (pix) who is the chairman
of the Land matters & Land
development, Transports and
Communication committee, said
GLCs in Penang bring about an
economical impact to the state.

M. Satees (PH-Bagan
Dalam) at the state assembly
on Nov 15 asked Chow wheth-
er the allocation given to some
of the GLCs in Penang is clas-
sified as an investment and
whether they (GLCs) contrib-
ute to the state’s economic
growth.

“Let’s take PICEB (Penang
International Convention &Ex-
hibition Bureau) as an exam-
ple. It is not involved in any
businesses instead it plays the
role of facilitator and enabler
to promote Penang as the meet-

it Ll

ings, incentives,
conventions, and ex-
hibitions (MICE) in-
dustry at the interna-
tional market.

“If 500 people at-
— tend an i'nter'national

- convention, it has an
economic impact in
terms of hotel stay,
shopping and food.
According to PICEB, if we
measure the economic impact
of these conventions, the rev-
enue could reach to some RM1
billion. It is like investing RM 1
million and getting a return of
RM1 billion indirectly,” said
Chow.

Chow added that the state
government has always been
championing the “4P” partner-
ship - public, private, people
and professional whereby using
little resources to generate a
bigger revenue to bring about
benefits to the state’s economy.

“This is the approach we
want to take, through small
investments GLCs will be the
facilitator and enabler for Pen-
ang to continue to be the sought
after destination for diverse
fields,”” he added.
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Chong Eng (fifth from left) and Ong posing with the placards ir-l support of fighting against sexual

harassment.

“Another thing is, the feeling
of shame and also a sense of
hopelessness and helplessness
which could lead to depression,”
added Chong Eng.

Chong Eng, who is also chair-
man of Penang Women’s Devel-
opment Corporation (PWDC),

highlighted the urgency of having
a written law that encompasses
all the elements of sexual harass-
ment.

“In this, the Penang state gov-
ernment aims to ensure that the
federal government enacts a
Sexual Harassment Act to guar-

antee full respect for human
rights,” she added.

Also present during the press
conference were some of the state
assemblymen, PWDC CEO Ong
Bee Leng and PWDC member of
the Board of Directors Dr Flor-
ence Manoranjitham Sinniah.



Jagdeep: We will not
compromise on safety

THE Penang government will not
compromise on the safety of any
development projects in the state,
Penang Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep Singh
(pix) said.

“I want to stress that safety is our
utmost concern.

“The state government imposes
very strict regulations for developers
to comply when they seek the state’s
approval for their development pro-
jects.

“When a developer intends to
develop a project, the developer has
to submit a plan to the Technical
State Planning Committee.

“I chair the committee and there
are dozens of agencies in the com-
mittee which will provide their
feedback or regulations that have to
be complied with before approval
can be given,” Jagdeep said when
replying to the oral question from
Opposition Leader Muhamad Yusoff
Mohd Nor (BN-Sungai Dua) during
the State Legislative Assembly sit-
ting on Nov 13.

Jagdeep said the state did not wish
for any of the tragedies to happen.

“Don’t tell me that we want the
Granito and Bukit Kukus tragedies
to happen? These incidents happened
not only in Penang.

“Remember the Highland Tow-
ers fatal incident in Selangor? Do
you think that the Barisan Na-
sional government at that time
wished for it to happen too? That
incident happened because of the
water runoff and stream below the
ground.

“I do not wish to comment or
provide my views since we are in
the midst of investigation, although
we have the preliminary findings.

“I also do not wish to blame

Mother Nature because if I do, the
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) will then say that I want to
blame Mother Nature for the inci-
dents that happened.

“But can we deny the fact that
days before the Granito and Bukit
Kukus incidents, there was heavy
rain in the area?

“That is the fact and we believe
that it is one of the contributing fac-
tors of the incidents.

Jagdeep also explained the change
of the world’s weather pattern.

“The world’s weather pattern has
changed. On Nov 4 and 5 last year,
Penang was hit by 15 hours of rain.
A total of 375mm rain hit the state,
an amount which was equivalent to
three to four months of rain,” he said.

He said Penang has land con-
straints on the island.

“Penang island is saturated. When
we tried to move to the hills, the
NGOs became angry.

“We then imposed a strict regula-
tion on hillside development, one
that is much more rigorous than that
of the federal government.

“We tried to look for options, such
as land reclamation. But when we
tried to do land reclamation, the
NGOs also became angry. Where can
the future generation go then?” he
questioned.

Jagdeep said the state would
continue with the Bukit Kukus paired
road project.

“The project will be continued
under strict safety regulations and
monitoring.

“This public infrastructure project
has to continue as it will benefit the
public as a whole.

“I agree with Muhamad Yusoff
Mohd Nor (BN-Sungai Dua) that
safety precautions need to be im-
proved,” he added.

Courtesy visit strengthens ties
between Penang, Thailand

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon
Yeow welcomed Royal Thai
consul-general in Penang Ra-
schada Jiwalai and Royal Thai
consul Rittichai Tubsuwan dur-
ing their courtesy visit to him on
Nov 14.

Jiwalai and Tubsuwan paid a
courtesy call on the chief minis-
ter at the State Legislative As-
sembly to invite him to the re-
ception in honour of the Thai
King, which is scheduled to be
held on Dec 4.

Several issues were discussed

during the 30-minute meeting;
which included plans to improve
connectivity between Thailand
and Malaysia.

Jiwalai and Tubsuwan also
congratulated Chow on his ap-
pointment as the Penang Chief
Minister.

Jiwalai became the Royal
Thai consul-general in Penang
on Aug 14.

He started his diplomatic ca-
reer in 1990 and was previously
posted to Phnom Penh, London
and Yangon as First Secretary.

Jagdeep explaining the significance of
the study currently/being/conducted
on the Strata Management Act to
allow the government'more clout in

rejuvenating publiclhousing. d -

State mulls buylng back
low-cost homes

Story by K.H. Ong

THE Penang government has set up
a special committee to look into buy-
ing back low-cost and low medium-
cost homes of owners who want to
upgrade their lifestyle.

State Housing, Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep Singh
Deo said the committee would study
whether under the new housing
scheme, low-cost and low medium-
cost units sold could still remain the
property of the state government
through a leasehold method.

“At this stage, the state govern-
ment is examining the new method
which can allow owners of low-cost
or low medium-cost units the chance
to buy new affordable homes to up-
grade their lifestyle,” he said during
the winding-up session at the State
Assembly on Nov 15.

“Then, the state government will
take back the units to be channelled
to new applicants under the new
system. Unit ownership will be lim-
ited to a certain time to ensure that
unit stocks are sufficient to be offered
to applicants with low income, espe-
cially on the island.”

Jagdeep said the committee was
tasked with the responsibility to fine
tune the policy, apart from making
recommendations to the respective
local authorities.

On the issue of maintenance of
Rifle Range Flats in Air Itam raised
by Ong Khan Lee (PH-Kebun Bun-
ga), Jagdeep said for next year,
RM1.37 million has been proposed
to be allocated for the repairs and
maintenance of the oldest public
housing scheme in Malaysia.

“Among the issues that occur
frequently are lift breakdowns and
disruptions of water supply. Since
2010, the state government has spent
a total of RM7.69 million to help

maintain the flats.”

Jagdeep had said the state govern-
ment has currently no power to
compel owners of old flats to allow
for their demolition and reconstruc-
tion, adding that they are waiting for
the federal government to amend
laws to empower the state to act.

In his winding-up speech, he also
said the state government has not only
achieved its target of building 75,361
low-cost, low medium-cost and af-
fordable homes by 2025 but to date
the total number of units is 97,242 of
which 28,195 were already built,
24 445 being built and 44,602 being
planned to be built.

With the federal government set-
ting aside RM1.5 billion to build
PRIMA housing, Jagdeep hoped this
benefit would be extended to Penan-
gites.

For its part, Jagdeep said the state
government has re-introduced its first
homeownership scheme on a hire
purchase basis at Taman Sungai Duri
(104 units) and Taman Seruling Emas
(51 units) with the successful appli-
cants having to pay RM150 per
month for 23 years and RM100 per
month for 15 years respectively.

The state government also plans
to build 187 affordable (RMM) units
in Mak Mandin on a hire purchase
basis.

Jagdeep also told the assembly that
the state government was now giving
priority to ICT infrastructure towards
attaining its smart cities vision by
2030.

He said he would ensure all urban
and rural planning undertaken by his
portfolio to have smart city features.

Also, in facing the 4.0 Industrial
Revolution, Jagdeep said the state
government has greatly encouraged
each department or agency to em-
brace digital transformation with the
use of Internet of Things (IoT), Big
Data Analytics (BDA), Cloud Com-

puting, machine learning and block-
chain.

Jagdeep also thanked Sungai Dua
assemblyman Muhamad Yusoff
Mohd Nor (BN-Sungai Dua) for giv-
ing his support to the government’s
efforts to plant more trees throughout
the state.

“From 2008 to October 2018, the
state government had planted 333,532
new trees. We pledged to plant
100,000 more in GE14 manifesto -
50,000 on the island and 50,000 on
the mainland. But I had instructed
both local councils to double it to
200,000 new trees and hope this can
be achieved by 2022, he said.

He also commended Heng Lee
Lee (PH-Berapit) for raising the
safety issue at recreation parks, saying
that one of the election promises was
to replace 20,000 existing lights with
LED lights. To date, Jagdeep said
they have surpassed the figure by
installing 34,198 LED lights to
brighten the places.

“I have instructed both local
councils to convert all existing lights
with LED lights by 2020, with MBPP
(Penang Island City Council) install-
ing 16,636 and MPSP (Seberang
Perai Municipal Council) installing
12,736.”

Besides that, Jagdeep said he also
wanted more CCTVs to be installed
to fulfil the election promise of 1,000
units. Until now, he said 897 CCTVs
had been installed - 767 by MBPP
and 130 by MPSP. The state govern-
ment will install 150 units by May
2019, making it a total of 1,047
CCTVs.
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RM5m boost for football

Story by K.H. Ong

THE Penang government has allo-
cated RMS5 million to the Football
Association of Penang (FAP) for the
2019 season (December 2018 to
November 2019) to help the cash-
strapped body run its activities.

State Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee said FAP
underwent restructuring last Septem-
ber with the election of a new presi-
dent.

“Under the new president, FAPhas
set a target for the state team to finish
in the top five in the Premier League
and then qualify for the Malaysia
Cup,” Soon said in his winding-up
speech at the State Assembly on Nov
15.

“Besides that, the development of
football in each district has been dis-
cussed and will kick off next year.
Each district will recruit its own
coaches, set up its own academy, or-
ganise its own league and hold an
inter-district competition.”

Soon said Penang is keen to organ-
ise the Malaysia Mini-Olympic Car-
nival in June 2019.

“The state Youth and Sports Com-
mittee is currently having discussions
with the Olympic Council of Malay-
sia to allow Penang to be the host,”
he said.

“With the 2020 Olympics to be
held in Tokyo, the Malaysian carnival
can be used to provide support to our
national athletes in their pursuit of
gold medals.”

Soon also told the assembly that a
“Sport For All” programme would be
introduced next year, with a specific
theme for each month throughout
2019.

The sports to be highlighted in-
volve mostly those popular with the
public such as chess, Chinese chess,
basketball, netball, volleyball, floor-
ball, petanque, handball, sepak
takraw, martial arts like karate, judo,
wushu, and electronic sports (or eS-
ports).

On eSports, Soon said he under-
stood the worries of a few assembly-
men who opined that it does not fall
into the category of sports.

Quoting Professor Igo Frobose
from the German Sports University,
Soon said an eSports athlete makes
400 movements on the keyboard and
mouse per minute, four times more
compared to an ordinary person.

“The International Olympic Coun-
cil (I0C) and the Global Association
of International Sports Federation
(GAISF ) held discussions in July this
year with interest groups and stake-
holders on taking further steps to
make eSports qualify for the Olym-

pics.

“This is proof when eSports was
contested as a demonstration sports
in the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta-
Palembang and there is a big possibil-
ity, it will become an official sport
come the 2022 Asian Games in
Hangzhou, China.”

Soon said the state government is
also in support of a call by Prime
Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad
to allocate 15-minute exercise ses-
sions a day from 11am for the public
and private sectors.

“The activity can start off with
light aerobic workouts to moder-
ate workouts for 15 minutes a day in
the office. However busy we are, we
must not forego the exercise. Busy
with our work commitments is no
excuse,” Soon said.

“Talways encourage every citizen
to take care of their health. To achieve
the goal of healthy living, the easiest
and most convenient method is to
exercise 30 minutes per day. Make it
a habit or culture.”

Soon said the state government,
through the Penang State Sports
Council, would take drastic action to
reform sports that did not meet up to
expectations in the 2018 Sukma in
Perak.

Some of the measures are to hire
calibre coaches to groom budding
talents, to provide and upgrade fa-
cilities, to widen the talent pool by
selecting students after getting data
from the state Education Department
on their performances at zone,
MSSPP (Penang schools) and MSSM
(national schools) levels.

He said the Youth and Sports
Committee is also working closely
with the private sector to improve the
welfare of the athletes in Penang.

Commenting on athletes chosen
to train for Sukma after their SPM
examinations, Soon said they would
lose direction when they fail to land
a job.

As such, the state government,
through the Youth and Sports Com-
mittee, has launched a “Junior Ex-
ecutive Programme” with the coop-
eration of local companies, such as
NationGate Solution (M) Sdn Bhd.

Qualified athletes would undergo
eight months of training for a mini-
mum salary of RM1,500.

Soon said after the announcement
of the collaboration between the state
government and NationGate, more
companies have shown interest in the
project.

In line with the Penang 2030 Vi-
sion initiated by Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, Soon said a Penang Youth
Blueprint has been produced to en-
courage youths to be involved in

social activities.

He said the Youth and Sports De-
partment together with the Penang
Youth Development Corporation
(PYDC) have held discussions three
times on the development plans for

the youths in the state.

He also urged youths who had
become successful in their careers
after undergoing mentorship pro-
grammes to mentor others, especially
the B40 and the low-income groups.
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Towards a healthier Penan

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

IN a bid to shape a healthier com-
munity which is in tandem with
the state’s motto of creating a
cleaner, greener, safer and health-
ier Penang, the state government
has come up with many health
programmes.

For instance, the free mam-
mogram screening which was
initiated in 2015 and since then
the state government has spent a
total of RM1,069,260 where
11,834 women have benefited
from the programme.

“I would like to thank Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow who
has agreed to allocate RM900,000
to cover the cost of implementing
this programme next year.

“Beginning next year, the state
government will work with the
National Population and Family
Development Board (LPPKN) for
the implementation of the pro-
gramme and hopefully with this
collaboration, women in Penang

can get a mammogram screening
at over five mammogram centres
which will be the panel for the
LPPKN of Penang,” said exco
member for Agriculture, Agro-
based Industry, Rural Develop-
ment and Health Committee Dr
Afif Baharudin (pix) during his
winding speech at the state as-
sembly on Nov 15.

According to Dr Afif (PH-Se-
berang Jaya), the success of the
“Penang Heart Safe” programme
is now visible not only in terms
of saving the lives of the people,
but also to create awareness
among the public on the impor-
tance of cardiopulmonary resus-
citation (CPR) skills and using
Automated External Defibrillator
(AED).

“Recently, a group of Chung
Ling High School students saved
the life of a heart attack victim
during a football match.

“Nothing is more valuable than
saving a life. Therefore, the state
government is in the framework
of establishing AED installation

guidelines in public places for the
whole state

“The training programme will
continue and I am pleased to re-
port to this assembly that over
30,000 Penangites today have
been trained with CPR and AED
skills,” added Afif.

Among other efforts of the
Pakatan Harapan state govern-
ment is the subsidised dialysis
treatments with several organisa-
tions including the At-Tagwa
Mosque Haemodialysis Center
(Northern Seberang Perai ), MAA
Medicare Charity Dialysis Center
(Central Seberang Perai) and CAT

Dialysis Center, Balik Pulau.

Besides that, Afif said the state
government has also decided to
cover the cost of purchasing three
additional dialysis machines at the
Balik Pulau CAT Dialysis Center
costing RM148,500.

Touching on the dengue cases
prevalent not only in the state but
nationwide, the state government
vows to keep combating the epi-
demic.

“Cumulatively up to Nov
10 this year, 2018, 4,690
dengue cases have been
reported compared to
2,273 cases for the same
period in 2017, an in- [
crease of 2,417 cases or
106.34%.

“The state govern-
ment is committed to
fighting Aedes mos-
quitoes. Variou s r
esourceshave
been scrutinised,
with various steps
being put forth,”
said Afif.
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Master plan

Story by K.Thaarshenii

TO create a comprehensive and
inclusive tourism development
plan in Penang, the state govern-
ment will develop a Penang Tour-
ism Master Plan (PTMP).

This is a comprehensive plan to
develop tourism throughout Pen-
ang as well as to strengthen its loca-
tion as a major tourist destination,
said state Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture & Arts Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin (pix).

“The focus of the plan is to set
a strategic direction for tourism
development in Penang up to
2030. Its main objectives are to
evaluate the position of Penang in
the tourism sector, coordinate
tourism policies based on current

tourism development trends,
identify objections in tourism
development as well as solution
proposals, plan and develop suit-
able tourism areas and as a refer-

to drive tourism

ence inventory for all the tourist
attractions found in Penang,”
Yeoh said during his winding up
speech on Nov 15.

“To coordinate with the Penang
2030 action plan, the Penang
Tourism Master Plan will formu-
late a strategy and focus on the
direction of tourism industry in

two phases, the first phase from
2019 to 2024 and the second from
2025 to 2030.

“The plan is still in a prepara-
tory stage. Focus group discussions
(FGD) will be held with tourism
industry players, technical experts
and stakeholders to formulate strat-
egies for sustainable tourism by
2030. The PTMP is expected to be
completed in 2019.”

Besides that, Yeoh also ex-
plained that a study by Penang
Convention and Exhibition Bureau
(PCEB) for 2017 showed Penang
hosted 2,511 MICE programmes
involving 267,518 participants and
457,806 rooms per day.

These amounts have contrib-
uted to an estimated economic
impact of RM1,002,825,737 for

Business Events-based tourism.

Among the MICE programmes
which were held this year were
World Business Logistics Net-
work Switzerland 2nd Annual
Conference 2018, 48th Malaysian
Orthopaedic Association Annual
Scientific Meeting 2018 and 4th
World Symposium on Sustainable
Development at Universities
(WSSD-U-2018).

“For 2018, the state govern-
ment had succeeded in bidding
and hosting international events
such as the International Islands
Tourism Policy (ITOP Forum)-
based on island tourism and the
Asia Pacific Masters Games in
international sports. For 2019, the
World Seafood Congress 2019
will be held in Penang.”

Old MPSP
building
proposed
for UTC

THE state government has pro-
posed to the Finance Ministry to
consider turning the old Seberang
Perai Municipal Council (MPSP)
building near Butterworth into the
Penang Urban Transformation
Center (UTC).

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the related company
had discussed the matter with
MPSP prior to the 14th General
Election.

“The old MPSP building was
offered to be considered as UTC,
but so far there has been no positive
development yet. Moreover, MPSP
also hopes that the proposal will be
considered as it is nearby Penang
Sentral,” Chow said in a press
conference held during the state
assembly on Nov 14.

Commenting on the proposal
by Mohd Tuah Ismail (PH-Pulau
Betong) who wanted a one-stop
centre built in Balik Pulau, Chow
said the demand and the needs of
the people should be taken into
account so that the services offered
can be put to maximum use.

“If there is a need and there is
allocation, the Finance Ministry
will initiate the UTC in major cit-
ies with high population density.
In fact for 2019, the ministry is
planning to set up a Penang UTC
based on availability and needs,”
added Chow.

Tapping into creative industries to boost arts

THE Penang Art District project is
currently undergoing the process of
obtaining the building plan approval
before construction can begin.

State Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said the
state would be developing the Pen-
ang Art District as a catalyst to grow
the creative industry in Penang.

“The project will be developed on
a9.2-acre land beside the Macallum
Street Ghaut-Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu
Expressway road junction.

“The Penang Art District will be
equipped with a garden landscape

and will house the largest collection
of arts gallery, cultural museum,
exhibition space, arts and music
studio, arts workshop and arts school.

“Penang Art District will be
adopting a ‘container city concept’,”
Yeoh said in his winding up speech
during the State Legislative Assem-
bly sitting on Nov 15.

Yeoh said he had a vision to de-
velop Penang into a hub for arts in
this region.

“We have the potential to be the
arts destination of choice. Penang is
rich in culture, history and filled with
wonderful people with different be-

liefs.

“Ibelieve that Penang will be able
to further promote arts and culture
with the upcoming Penang Art Dis-
trict project,” he added.

The Penang government also in-
tend to proceed with a commercial
centre project called ‘An Outdoor
Community Street Mall For Arts and
Culture’, or in short ‘KOTAK".

Yeoh said the estimated cost of
the project was RM4 million.

“The project will be developed at
PT. 214, Section 8 in the northeast
district of Penang; a land belonged
to Chief Minister Incorporated

RM309,600 1ncent1ve to spur our athletes'

THE confidence of the Penang state
government was apparent due to the
dedication, unfaltering spirit and
tireless effort by the Penang Sukma
contingent in reviving the golden era
of Malaysian sports of the 80s and
90s.

This was the message sent by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow at
the Incentive Presentation Ceremony
held on Oct 31 for our Penang ath-
letes who won medals in the re-
cently concluded Sukma in Perak.

The chief minister also noted the
need for early preparation and to
have proper policies in place on the
part of the state government as well
as sports organisations in Penang.

“Thave suggested during the exco
meeting that perhaps we should be
having a main sponsor for a particu-
lar sport for a period of up to two
years.

“By having sufficient resources
(through this arrangement), our

L — s, -
A performance put up these young Muay Thai practitioners not only
impressed all those who were present but had many in stitches too.

athletes for each sport can have
proper training with the best facilities
in order to excel.

“Financial resources is indeed
needed to develop our sports and we,
the state government, will make sure
that Penang is not left out in the

sports field to achieve excellence in
time to come,” Chow said.

Exco member for Youth & Sports
Soon Lip Chee echoed the views of
the chief minister.

Also present were State Secretary
cum chef de’ mission of the Penang

(CMD).

“Retail shops such as pharmacies,
and those selling sportswear, fashion
wear and others will be available at
KOTAK. There will also be food
stalls for visitors to have their meals.

“These premises will be rented
out to those interested at nominal
price.

“We will promote arts, heritage
and culture at the site,” he said.

He added that the Penang govern-
ment was currently reviewing the
proposal from a private company
pertaining to the lease term and re-
turns for the state government.

Sukma contingent Datuk Seri Fari-
zan Darus, Penang Sports Council
director Frederick Tan Teck An,
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang and
Deputy Speaker Dr Amal Pritpal
Abdullah.

The Penang contingent made the
state proud by winning 32 gold med-
als, 30 silver medals and 30 bronze
medals in the Perak Sukma Games.

“Penang can achieve greater suc-
cess if we stay focused on teamwork,
good management and to groom our

® future (sports) talents from now.

“While money isn’t everything,
without money, there can’t be suc-
cess as well,” said Chow, who drew
laughter from everyone present.

“Therefore, the state incentive
amounting to RM309,600 should
spur our athletes, trainers & coaches
as well as sports organisations to
work harder. Uuoka! Everyone
Fights, No One Quits!” he said.
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Focusing on
digital technology

Story by K.Thaarshenii

MAKING Penang a smart state is to
drive people to take advantage of the
digital era of economics where digital
technology will affect human life, said
Domestic and International Trade,
Consumer Affairs and Entrepreneur
Development Committee chairman
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain.

“The vision of Penang as a smart
state is accurate with the digital
economy era we are currently in.

“The Smart State is to implement
a roadmap on how this digital tech-
nology can benefit the people to

achieve a better quality of life and
reduce the imbalance between the
people. Digital technology provides
the public with the option of utilising
technology in any area such as educa-
tion, health, business, agriculture and
others,” Abdul Halim said during his
winding up speech at the State As-
sembly on Nov 15.

The digital economy refers to a
digital-based computing technology.

“For example, public understand-
ing of Industry 4.0, Big Data Analyt-
ics, cloud computing, Artificial Intel-
ligence and blockchain technology
are still low currently. According to

the latest statistics, the use of ewallet
(cashless society) by developed
countries from year 2008-2013 is as
follows: Singapore 61%, Netherlands
60% , France 59% and Malaysia 2%.

“I’'m ready to welcome if we can
set up a new portfolio called Digital
Economics and Communities to
drive digital transformation and of
course a special agency will be cre-
ated to promote the digital economy
and community.

“Through this agency, stakehold-
ers such as civil servants, private
sector, non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) and the public will be
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convenience stores, fast food restaurants, convenience stores at
petrol stations, chain stores, pharmacies and etc.
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shopping centres,

Registration can be doae at:
LSl & GF LWL LD E)L Mmi&eT:

Kaunter Berpusat Majlis Perbandaran
Seberang Perai, Jalan PERDA WHama,
Bandar PERDA, 14000 Bukit Mertajam, Penang.
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Tabung Akaun Amanah Keballkan
Magarl Pulau Pinang
BT RET T SN T .
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The RMO0.20 collected would be channeled towards the “Tabung Akaun Amanah Kebajikan Negeri
Pulau Pinang” for the eradication of poverty in Penang through the Egquitable Economic Agenda (AES).
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stores, \

For enquiries [ @ud efluprmesdis:

exposed to digital economy through
seminars and courses. Therefore,
digital transformation plans will start
aggressively from 2019.

“E-commerce and e-business
courses will be actively run with the
cooperation of the Malaysian Digital
Economy Corporation (MDEC),
Malaysia Global Innovation and
Creativity Centre (MaGIC) and
other organizations,”

On the Penang International Halal
Hub (Halal Penang), Abdul Halim
said the aggressive development of
the halal industry sector was clearly
evident in the holding of the Penang
International Halal Expo & Confer-
ence (PIHEC) for nine consecutive
years since 2010.

“In 2019 Penang will host the
PIHEC international exhibition for

P aaly
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the 10th time from March 1-3 at
Spice Arena. PIHEC 2019 promises
exciting activities and programmess
such as 6th Halal Chefs Challenge,
business matching sessions, interna-
tional halal conferences, halal busi-
ness seminars and halal awareness
programmes,” he added.

To enhance the understanding and
realisation of Small and Medium
Industry (SMI) on the importance of
halal certification, Halal Penang in
collaboration with Halal Manage-
ment Division, the Penang Islamic
Religious Affairs Department
(JHEAIPP) has always encouraged
SMI entrepreneurs to obtain Depart-
ment of Islamic Development Ma-
laysia (Jakim) Halal certification by
organising outreach programmes and
seminars.

CAT administration the
reason behind Penang’s success

AIR Putih assemblyman Lim
Guan Eng said Penang’s thriving
success was due to its clean ad-
ministration which adhered to the
CAT (Competency, Accountabil-
ity & Transparency) principles.

“Penang became the only state
in Malaysia with budget surpluses
since 2008 bringing an increase to
the state’s reserves reaching
RM2.1 billion compared to
RM849 million in 2007 as well as
reducing debt by 90% which is
RM63 million, the lowest in Ma-
laysia.

“This also has placed Penang
in a better financial situation com-
pared to other states led by the
opposition parties including Pu-
trajaya which was previously
under Barisan Nasional.

“Even without assistance from
the previous federal government,
the state had robust economic
growth. Penang’s per capita Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) also
showed an increase from
RM31,381 in 2007 to RM49,873
last year,” said Lim at the State
Assembly on Nov 12.

Lim, who is also Bagan MP,
said Penang continues to be the
preferred destination of foreign
direct investment in manufactur-
ing amounting to RM8.5 billion
last year.

“The most important thing is
wealth should be shared by people

from all layers of society through
various programmes with the
concept of a caring society,”
added Lim.

Touching on the challenges
pertaining to the Industry 4.0
Revolution, Lim said Penang has
already embarked on preparing
itself towards it and highlighted
the need to bring the Sciences to
rural areas which is deemed an
important initiative.

“With the slogan of ‘Data is
King, Talent is Everything’, the
state government has started in-
vesting in training and workshops
for computer coding through the
Penang Science Cluster (PSC) and
giving emphasis on STEMA (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics, Accounting/Arts)
education through the Penang
Future Foundation Fund since
2015.

“Among the state government’s
initiatives to strengthen the foun-
dation of Industry 4.0 include the
Penang Digital Library (collection
of books on STEM subjects),
Karpal Singh Learning Centre
with the emphasis on STEM edu-
cation, Penang Tech Dome and the
Penang International Science Fair.

“The increase in the number of
visitors to the Penang Interna-
tional Science Fair shows the in-
crease of students from rural ar-
eas to the programme,” Lim said.
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DuaResidensi - Pernaju: Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang | No. Lesen Pemaju Perumahan: 8924-5,10-2018/0803(L) Tempoh Sah: 18/10,/2016 - 17,10

Bebanan: Tiada | lJumah Unit: 584 unit | Harge lualan: RM72, 500 (Min] - RM330.000 (Maks)

0/2008 |
Nama Pihak Berkussa yang Meluluskan Peian Bangunan: Maijlis Bandarayas Pulau Pinang | Nombar Rujukan Pelan Bangunan: MPPP/OSC/PB(6163)/13(LE) | Pajakan Megori: 35 Tahun (Tarikh Tamat Pajaken: 18,/12/2115) | Tarikh Dijangks Sisp: Disember 2078 | E

liran Residensi - Pemalu: Perbadanan Pembangunan Pulau Pinang | Mo. Lesen Pemaju Perumahan: B924-6/11-2019/0964{L} | Tempoh Sah: 18711/ 2017 - 13/91/2015 | No. Permit Iklan B Jualan B924-6/11-2019/0964(F) | Tempoh Sah: 1811/2087 - 17012019 | ﬁ ‘
Nama Pihak Berkuasa yang Meluluskan Pelan Bangunan: Majlls Perbandaran Seberang Peral | Nombor Rujukan Pelan Bangunan: MPP®/40/20-24/38 | Pajakan Megeri 9% Tahun {Tarikh Tamat Pajakan; 23/11/2115) | Tarlkh Dijangka Siap: Mac 2018 | Bebanan: Tlada » I

Jumah Unit: 707 unit | Harga lualan: AMTZ, 560 (Min) - RM259,000 (Maks) Perumahan
- Sekatan Kepentingan: Tanah yang diberimilik ini tidak baleh dipindah milik, dicagar, pajak atau pajakan kel atal dengan apa-apa urusan sekallpun diuruskan tanpa kebenaran bartulis daripada Pihak Berkuasa Neger Ma u M”k
Hiurasian ciri-ciri di delasm ini adalah cadangan sshaja serta semua ilustrasi dan gamber sdslah gambaran artis sahaja dan adalah tertakluk kepads perubshan sebagaimans yang dianggap sesuai oleh pihak pemajy atay sebagaimans yang dinasinathan oleh pakar- n |
i My

pakar perunding atau diperlukan oleh pihak berkuasa,

-~ Sita rujuk kepads Surat Perjanjian Jual Beli bagi unit sebenar untuk mendapatkan spesifikasi dan penerangen yang telah diluluskan oleh gihak berkuasa dan unit Sebenar akan dibina dengan Sewajarnya.
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Zairil: Four hillslope restoration
projects to begin in January

Story by Christopher Tan

FOUR hillslope restoration pro-
jects in Jalan Tun Sardon are
now undergoing the tender eval-
uation process, Penang Works,
Utilities and Flood Mitigation
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari said.

“The Penang government al-
located RM 10 million during the
state 2018 Budget last year.

“The deadline for the submis-

sion of tenders was Oct 25 this
year. Restoration works are
scheduled to begin in January
next year (2019),” he said in his
winding up speech during the
State Legislative Assembly sit-
ting on Nov 15.

Zairil said the restoration
works were scheduled to com-
plete in 44 weeks.

He also gave an update on the
recent collapsed slope incident
along the road from Bayan Lepas

Jalan Persekutuan FT006.

“According to the Public
Works Department (PWD), re-
pair works are scheduled to be-
gin on Nov 29 this year; and
works are scheduled to com-
plete on April 28 next year
(2019).

“The project, involving two
locations, has a ceiling cost of
RM1.7 million.

“Currently, only light vehicles
are allowed to use the road and

il =t
to Balik Pulau.
“The collapse occurred on

only one lane is opened to traf-
fic.

“Heavy vehicles above three
tonnes are not allowed to use the
road,” he added.

Penang takes flood

A TOTAL of 164 flood mitigation
projects are currently being imple-
mented in the state as of October
this year, Penang Works, Utilities
and Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari told the
State Legislative Assembly here.

Zairil said the total allocation
for the 164 projects was
RM245,352,769.70, which was
entirely paid by the state.

“The projects include high im-
pact ones from government agen-
cies such as the Public Works De-
partment (JKR), Department of
Irrigation and Drainage (DID),
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
and Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) under the drainage
or infrastructure contribution.

“The existing projects as well as
more flood mitigation projects will

issues seriously

be continued in 2019.

“The Finance Minister has re-
cently announced the approval of
the RM150 million allocation to
implement the Sungai Pinang flood
mitigation project.

“Other projects such as the
Teluk Kumbar, Teluk Bahang and
Pondok Upeh flood mitigation
projects will also be followed up
by the federal government,” he said
in his winding up speech on Nov
15.

He added that the state had
proposed several solutions to Ma-
laysia Airports Holdings Berhad
(MAHB) on Oct 30 this year to
address flooding issues at the Pen-
ang International Airport (PIA).

“MAHB took note of the pro-
posals and is now acting on the
matter,” he added.
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Menyediakan I'll:myncﬁnnan
makanan pilihan makanan
yang selamat yang lebih sihat

Cara Memohon:

maa nan E-JE,@ menggalak kan pengusahal
selamat(danfsihatlkepadalpelanggan®

Premis Makanan BeSS akan sentiasa:

Mempromosikan saiz
hidangan makanan yang
sesuai mengikut
keperiuan individu

Lenghkapkan Borang Pemohonan BeSS yang boleh diperolehi di:
« Bahagian Keselamatan Dan Kualiti Makanan (BKKM),Tingkat 38, KOMTAR

atau hubungi talian BKKM: 04-262 5533.
« Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah.
® Laman Web: hitp://isqg.moh.gov.my.

Tiada sebarang caj dikenakan.
Pengiktirafan ini adalah PERCUMA.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM .
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

{T% 04 -383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04-262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

{T; 04 -390 5109
F) 04 -390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

M

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

{T{ 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtalb Mohd. Ishaq

U]

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal. mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadziamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

{T% 013-399 0519
F) 04-5511442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

U]

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli llbrahim

n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim nan: v.m

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

}T% 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

In Conjunction with “City Day”

Sempena Harl Bandaraya

1st January 2019 (Tuesday) = 7.00 a.m. = Beach Street, Penang

1 Januari 2018 {Hari Selasa) = 7.00 pagi= Lebuh Pantai, Pulau Pinang

1hb Januari 2019
City Walk
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Ensuring quality In
Mutiara Food Bank

ALL food supplies that reach
Mutiara Food Bank will go
through various quality testing
processes like explanation, test-
ing by touch and smell together
with labelling before any food
is directed to target groups.

PULAU PINANG
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“Apart from this, the Mutiara
Food Bank unit will always
monitor expiry dates and quality
of food stuff at the storage area
from time to time to ensure they
are always in good condition.

“A suggestion to use the latest
technology like impermeable
packaging to prolong the shelf
life of stored food and using ap-
propriate labels which state the
date the food was processed will
also enable food to be utilised
during natural disasters,” exco
member for Welfare, Caring
Society and Environment Phee
Boon Poh (pix) said in his wind-
ing up speech at the State As-
sembly sitting on Nov 16.

On a related matter, Phee who
is also Sungai Puyu assembly-
man, said the state government
welcomed the involvement of all
state constituencies who wish to
join the Mutiara Food Bank pro-
gramme.

“For those interested, they
can get in touch with 019-
5192953 and details will be sup-
plied to them,” he added.

Mutiara Food Bank was es-
tablished in May 2017 to distrib-
ute food to the poor.

Promise
madeis a
promise kept

Story by Danny Ooi

THE building process for Penang
Green Agenda started in 2017 and
is expected to be completed by end
of 2019.

This process is carried out in
three phases as follows:

® Phase 1: Determine the
scope, direction, frame work,
job scope and responsibilty of
those concern.

® Phase 2: Identify target and
indicator for achievement and
formulate strategy alongside
action plan to achieve set tar-
gets.

® Phase 3: Launching and ex-
ecution of integrated action
plan.

“Currently, the Penang Green
Agenda is at Phase 2,” said exco
member for Welfare, Caring Soci-

From I-Life Suicide Prevention Campaign

WARNING SIGNS OF SUICIDE

Preoccupation with death

Feelngs of helplasness,
hopelesines: ond being ropped

Feelings of worthlessness, guilt,

Change in oppetite and weight

90% of those who die by suicide hove

at least one menlal health condifion: with
depressive disorders being the most
commonly assoclated.

Fatigue, feeling eaqslly fired

SYMPTOMS OF DEPRESSION

Lf]

Ve
G

SUICIDE PREVENTION CAMPAIGN
EmEBEFERED

WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY

EREEKBEER

SEPTEMBER 10TH hB+8

WORKING TOGETHER
TO PREVENT SUICIDE

B CiNBRER

BERSAMA MENCEGAH

A J-slep approoch when dealing with
sameanse who i sulcidal

and listen compassionalely

Depression Is hrealoble, so do seek help

fram mental health prolessionals!

H someone threatens to take his or her [ife.

|. Hever promise confidentiality

2. Ensure the person is not left alone and

seek professional help!

SUPPORT

m for professional help

and encourage help-seeking

BUNUH DIRI

ety and Environment, Phee Boon
Poh in his winding up speech at
the State Assembly on Nov 16.

He added the Green Agenda is
in line with the state government’s
plan to turn Penang into a green
state, which equates to planting of
100,000 trees in a period of five
years to preserve the environment.

“This programme will be fund-
ed through an allocation of RM5.2
million. It is believed the pro-
gramme will bring a positive im-
pact to a conducive environment
and a preserved community life.”

Phee also commented on the
“No To Single-Use Plastic”
policy which is being organised
by the state government.

“The issue of use and depend-
ence on plastic products and also
its non-systematic disposal have
resulted in serious pollution of
the environment.

“Following this, the manage-
ment policy for plastic waste
for Penang state is being
planned to give the minimal
impact from plastic pollution
in the city.

“At this moment, the State
Government through Penang
Green Council has started a soft
approach via closeness to the
community and restaurant own-
ers/traders to give information
and awareness to support the
‘No To Single-Use Plastic’
policy in general and ‘No To
Plastic Straw’ in particular,” he
added.

Phee said the Energy, Sci-
ence, Technology, Environment
and Climate Change Ministry,
has introduced ‘Malaysia’s
Roadmap Towards Zero Single-
Use Plastic 2018-2030’, which
will be the directional plan of
the state government in the ‘No
To Single-Use Plastic’ policy.



says CM

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE Penang government is open to
valid criticisms but will not allow
minority voices to impose themselves
on the majority, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at the Datok Keramat
and Jelutong Deepavali Open house
hosted by Datok Keramat assembly-
man Jagdeep Singh and Jelutong MP
R.S.N.Rayer on Nov 10, Chow said
the voices of the minority could be
taken into account but their criticisms
must be justified.

“Although we say we’re an open
and transparent government, there is
a bottom line when listening to op-
position and objection. That is the
principle of ademocratic governance
society,” Chow said at the event held
at the Methodist Boys School (MBS).

“I can listen to you until this line
and I can consider changing guide-
lines or making adjustments to poli-
cies. If your suggestion is good for
society and saves the government
money, which is the most important,
we will consider.

“But beyond that, those who said

don’t build any more houses, we
don’t need this, we don’t need that, I
want to ask them whether they can
stop population growth. If they can
stop the population from growing,
then maybe what we have now is
sufficient.”

Chow said the population in Pen-
ang has grown from 0.7 million in
1990 to 1.77 million in 2018 and by
the end of 2019, it could reach 1.8
million.

“Since 1990, there have been a lot
of changes in Penang, especially in
terms of physical and social develop-
ment. It is always a struggle to meet
the needs of the people because
Penang has very limited land.

“Almost 70% of Penang island is
considered hilly, forest land and that
under the stringent development
guidelines that we are using now, we
respect the guidelines and ensure that
development will be sustained while
taking into consideration the eco-
logical environmental impact of any
projects.”

Also present at the Open house
were Finance Minister Lim Guan
Eng and his wife Betty Chew, Gurmit
Kaur (wife of the late Karpal Singh),

d-.-‘:l‘.._}uw-- I

GUESTS at the 68th annual Diwali night organised by the
Guijarati Samaj Penang were treated to an array of delicious
dishes Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow attended the event

Visitors being served at the Open house.

Chow’s wife Tan Lean Kee, MBS
Board of Governors’ chairman Khoo
Cheok Sin, MBS principal Lau
Chong Beng, Bukit Gelugor MP
Ramkarpal Singh, Batu Lancang as-
semblyman Ong Ah Teong, Pengka-
lan Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi,
Pulau Tikus assemblyman Lee Chun
Kit, representatives of some develop-
ers, NGOs and JKKK members.

Jagdeep, in his speech, com-
mended Chow for a historic maiden
Budget 2019 speech on Nov 9, de-
scribing it as a forward-looking
budget.

“The thrust of his speech is to
embrace change and get ready for the
future. Despite what the soothsayers
say, the Penang Transport Master
Plan (PTMP) is a necessity because
the people are suffering traffic con-
gestion,” said Jagdeep.

“Even the Penang International
Airport has already surpassed its
maximum capacity of 6.5 million
arrivals with close to 8 million this
year.

“The state is preparing for even
beyond the Penang 2030 Vision en-
visaged by the chief minister. He

Al

celebration,

IN conjunction with
the recent Deepavali

Pertubuhan Wanita
Mutiara organised

a high-tea event on
Nov 4 for the children
from Ramakrishna Ashram
at Scotland Road. Tan Lean
Kee (seated, sixth from left),
wife of Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, was the guest of
honour at the event.

(Chow) is thinking of 50 years
(ahead). We’ll be doing a study on an
entirely new airport in Penang.”

Citing Singapore as an example,
Jagdeep said there was no Changi
Airport 30 years ago but it was later
built on reclaimed land and is now
one of the best airports in the world.

Jagdeep, who is also the state
Housing, Local Government and
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman, said the state would
pursue federal funds for housing
projects as it was neglected for the
last two terms.

PUPILS of SJK(T)
Ladang Krian and
SJK (T) Perai had

a ‘scientific’ touch
for Deepavali when
they were hosted by
Techdome Penang
on Nov 16 to mark
the celebration.
Here, Lee Jia

Farn, an intern at
Techdome Penang,
is seen showing the
pupils how to create
a 3D object.




State mulls

badminton
academy

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

THE state government is receptive
to a proposal of building a badmin-
ton academy in Penang to help
produce more Lee Chong Weis, the
Choong (David and Eddy) and Tan
(Aik Huang and Aik Mong) broth-
ers for the country.

“The state government is ready
to work and cooperate with the
Penang Badminton Association
(PBA) and the Badminton Associa-
tion of Malaysia (BAM) to realise
their dream of having a badminton
academy,” Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow told reporters after open-
ing the Victor Malaysia Interna-
tional Series 2018 at the PBA

Badminton Hall in Bukit Dumbar
on Nov 6.

Also present were BAM presi-
dent Datuk Seri Norza Zakaria,
Badminton Asia Confederation
secretary-general Dr Greg Kim of
South Korea, BAM secretary Datuk
Ng Chin Chai, PBA president Kah
Kau Kiak and PBA secretary Leong
Kin Weng.

Chow added he was happy to
hear from Norza that badminton ace
Datuk Lee Chong Wei is making
good progress after undergoing
treatment for nasal cancer in Taiwan
recently.

“I, on behalf of the state govern-
ment and the people of Penang,
hope he recovers fast and is healed.
We leave it to BAM and him to
decide whether he wants to con-
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Chow receiving a badminton racquet as a souvenir from Norza (second from right) after declaring open
the Victor Malaysia International Series 2018. With them are (from left) Ng, Kim, Chow’s wife Tan Lean

Kee and Kah.
tinue playing or not,” Chow said.

Norza, who is also the Olympic
Council of Malaysia president, said
it was tough for Chong Wei to en-
dure chemo and proton therapy.

“But he’s a fighter and a hero, on
and off the court. He is not giving
up,” Norza said.

Norza also thanked Chow for his
support to have a badminton acad-
emy in Penang.

“Penang has always been known
as abadminton powerhouse, produc-

ing many players of calibre. We
would like this production line for
Malaysian badminton to keep going.

Chow, in his speech earlier, con-
gratulated PBA and BAM for host-
ing the international badminton
tournament which attracted 237
players from 17 countries.

The participants were from Thai-
land, Indonesia, China, Taiwan,
India, South Korea, Mauritius,
Laos, Brunei, England, Singapore,
Australia, Canada, Chile, Pakistan,

Good response to factorles’ badmlnton tourney

THE inaugural Penang Factories
Badminton Team Master Open
Championships 2018 at the MBPP
Relau Sports Complex got off to
a great start with over 300 players
from 23 teams taking part.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
praised the participating teams
and organisers for their interest to
stay active and healthy through
sports.

“I hope this tournament can be
organised again next year. We not
only focus on youths but also on
working people who may be ex-
school, ex-university or ex-state
players,” Soon said in his speech
at the badminton hall on Nov 13.

“I would like them to continue
building the momentum. As some
of them are parents, they play an
important role in influencing their
children to take up badminton.
The tournament also allows the
participants to build good relation-
ships and become best friends.”

Also present were BCN Preci-
sion Technology managing direc-
tor Poh Chun Ching and organis-
ing chairman Gary Poh.

Through the efforts of Gary and
his committee members, the tour-
nament from Nov 13 to 18 at-
tracted 16 men’s teams and seven
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Soon (centre) and badmlnton players of the various factory teams posmg fora group photograph at

the MBPP Relau Sports Complex.

women’s teams. BCN Precision
Technology Sdn Bhd is the main
sponsor of the six-day tournament.

The teams and their groupings
are: Men — Group A: Dell, Agilent,
SAM, PixArt Imaging; Group B:
Intel, Motorola Solutions, Cy-
press, Osram; Group C: Plexus, B.
Braun, Western Digital, Robert
Bosch; Group D: Broadcom, Ja-
bil, Lumileds, Keysight Technolo-
gies; Women: Group W — Intel,
Motorola, Agilent, Jabil; Group Y
— B. Braun, Robert Bosch, West-
ern Digital.

To stir up more interest, Soon
said he could help arrange friend-
ly ties with Singapore factory
clubs for the top four or five teams
in the tournament next year.

In the 80s and 90s, many fac-
tories keenly competed in what
was then known as the Penang
Free Industrial Zone (Penang FIZ)
championships like football,
bowling and badminton. The last
Penang FIZ badminton tourna-
ment was held in 2016.

Meanwhile, in the recent Pen-
ang Badminton Master Open

Team Championships for the Pa-
dang Kota Cup 2018 that was
declared open by Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, Team Vangohh
Eminent emerged as the Division
One champions. Second place
went to Team PGBC Mystery Vil-
lage while Team CRC Taipex and
Team Lucky Star were joint third.

In the Division Two category,
Team Reach Kedah finished as
champions with Team S35 as the
second place winners. Team Kay-
moqiu and Team Lambo were
declared joint third.

the Philippines and Malaysia.

“We have produced world-class
champions like the late Datuk Eddy
Choong, the Tan brothers — Aik
Huang and Aik Mong, Datuk Teh
Kew San, Datuk Wira Lee Chong
Wei, and most recently the newly
crowned Olympic junior champion
Goh Jin Wei.

“We hope the Penang Badminton
Association will continue its efforts
in training more world class shut-
tlers,” Chow said.

C4 shares
its views
with CM

A FOUR-MEMBER delega-
tion from the Center to Com-
bat Corruption & Cronyism
(or better known as C4), led
by its executive director Cyn-
thia Gabriel, paid a courtesy
call on Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow at his office in
Komtar.

The other members were C4
northern region co-ordinator
Sudhagaran Stanley, core team
member Michael Xavier and
associate member Ian McI-
ntyre, who is also a journalist
with The Sun.

Cynthia thanked Chow for
granting them a time slot in
his tight schedule on Nov 7 as
well as for spending his time
to meet with other civil socie-
ties.

They exchanged views on
procurement issues, business
integrity, bidding of contracts
and open tenders, the civil
service, engagement with the
public and Vision 2030 for
Penang unveiled by Chow
recently.
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Hunza marks 40t
year with a bang

Pix by Law Suun Ting

WITH its excellent development
concept, the Penang government is
hoping that the Penang International
Commercial City (PICC) could be a
refreshing and outstanding landmark
in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
hoped the forthcoming Hunza Group
project would not only inject a new
lease of life to the state, but also be
a catalyst for growth in Penang.

“The development concept of
green, safe, smart and good connec-
tivity is set to provide thousands of
job opportunities and bring in for-
eign investments.

“Hunza has risen to the challenge
and achieved another significant
milestone. My heartiest congratula-
tions go out to the Group and its
founder Datuk Seri Khor Teng Tong
for this remarkable achievement.

“T hope that Hunza will continue
to be one of the nation’s leading
players in this industry,” he said in
his speech at Hunza’s 40th anniver-
sary celebration at Setia SPICE
Convention Centre on Nov 11.

Chow said he envisioned Penang
2030 — a family-focused green and
smart state that inspires the nation
—and that the state continues to bring
new ideas forward.

“We consider every view and idea
from various segments of the soci-
ety and individuals, with the objec-
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Siang Gin (left) and Teng Tong (centre) presenting a memento to Chow during Hunza’s 40th anniversary
celebration at Setia SPICE Convention Centre.

tive to make Penang more livable
and sustainable,” he said.

He also stressed that Penang
needs to be efficiency and innova-
tion-driven.

Hunza Group executive director
Khor Tze Ming welcomed the 1,000-
odd guests during her opening
speech.

She congratulated the company
and the staff for their hard work and
dedication.

Tze Ming also said that the Group
founder had been an inspiration to

the Group.

Hunza Group managing director
Datuk Khor Siang Gin spoke about
PICC in his speech.

“As we continue to enjoy a rising
profile, we have set our sight on
achieving a bigger dream.

“The PICC, our integrated smart
commercial township, had been
designed to be in line with the Pen-
ang 2030 vision.

“At PICC, we are committed to
deliver a greener, safer, smarter and
family-focussed living concept.

“The integrated smart compo-
nents will be the core of the develop-
ment. It will create thousands of job
opportunities and inflow of foreign
investments,” he said.

Hunza Group also contributed
RM500,000 to the state’s scholarship
programme Penang Future Founda-
tion.

The guests were treated to amaz-
ing performances from Hunza’s very
own talented staff ‘Hunzakuts’,
Euphoria Penang and artiste Shila
Amzah.

Saying ‘no’ to plastic

THE campaign by the local authori-
ties to discourage the use of plastic
straws and single-use plastics was
taken a step further by the Mayor of
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
when he led an entourage of council-
lors and MBPP officers on an aware-
ness creation trail at the Penang Inter-
national Airport (PTA).

Speaking to the media before the
commencement of the walkabout,
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang re-
counted how the campaign first took
shape months ago and was glad that
it has the support of Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

“MBPP introduced the idea of
‘Say No to Plastic Straws and Single
Use Plastics’ on June 25 this year
during the launching of the state
level PlogClean programme at Karpal
Singh Drive. During the programme,

we found out that quite a bit of waste
collected by volunteers were plastic
straws and single use plastics like
beverage cups, lids and water bottles,
which led to pollution.

“Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
replied ‘Just Do It’ to the suggestion
(onreducing the use of plastics) at the
event and since then, MBPP has
stopped providing mineral water cups
with straws at its meetings. MBPP
staff will bring our own water bottles
to meetings and functions,” Yew said
to the press on Nov 5.

Accompanying Yew during his
walkabout were MBPP councillors
Wong Yuee Harng, Connie Tan, sev-
eral MBPP department heads and PIA
senior airport manager Mohd Nadzim
Hashim.

Posters and stickers which depict
the harmful effects of plastic towards

Catching up
on Penang’s

Progress

PENANG is striving to provide
better connectivity through the
Penang Transport Master Plan
(PTMP).

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow stressed the importance of
an efficient transportation network.

“PTMP is crucial for Penang.
We need an effective transporta-
tion network to move forward.

“Currently, the PTMP is still in
its ‘approval stage’.

“Despite the change of the
Federal Government, Penang did
not receive any special treatment
and we also do not expect the
Government to treat us different-
ly,” Chow told British High Com-
missioner to Malaysia Vicky
Treadell during her visit on Nov
19.

Treadell paid a courtesy call on
Chow to discuss the Chief Minis-
ter’s ambitions for the state and to
seek possible UK-Penang mutual
collaboration.

“I' have visited the major tourist
sites in Penang and I had the op-
portunity to meet a ‘popiah skin’
maker.

“I believe the art of making the
popiah skin is a dying art,” she
said.

Treadell commended Penang’s
success as a technology hub.

During the meeting, Chow and
Treadell also spoke on party poli-
tics, development in the education
sector and social agenda in Penang.

Chow, who is the state DAP
chairman, said that DAP was well
received by the community.

straws, single-use plastics

aquatic life and with the words ‘Say
No To Plastic Straws & Single-Use
Plastics’ were distributed to the op-
erators of eateries such as McDon-
ald’s and KFC as well as convenience
stores.

“MBPP is now providing expo-
sure and educating the operators of
restaurants and eateries on the impor-
tance of supporting this initiative.
Public education will be given to
1,311 licensed food premises from
November 2018 to March 2019 and
the efforts to increase the awareness
at 1,560 premises will continue until
the end of next year,” added Yew.

Food operators at the Penang
International Airport are
generally supportive of Yew
(right) in his campaign to reduce
the use of plastic straws and
single use plastics.




the art of

partnership

Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

PENANG will continue to nur-
ture and practise the 4P (public,
private, people and profession-
al) partnership in moving the
state forward.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state was open to
building successful partner-
ships.

“I have said before that even
with the change of Federal Gov-
ernment, we cannot expect a lot
of funding from Putrajaya.

“We want to break away from
the ‘old mode of Federal-state
type of relationship’.

“We need to think different-
ly,” Chow told the media after
opening NEX 2018 Penang
leadership conference on Nov 8.

He added it was not easy to
bring back talents who had gone
overseas.

“Most who have returned
with their expertise did not find
an ecosystem that they can per-
form,” Chow said in reply to a
question from a journalist.

Chow said the conference
aimed at inspiring, refreshing
and challenging participants to
nurture value-based leadership.

“The event is set to equip
participants with fresh perspec-
tives that are useful in the cor-
porate world,” he said.

Tan (forefront, right) having a light moment with the participants of NEX 2018 Penang.

The three-day leadership
conference will be the platform
for local and international lead-
ers to interact and share their
leadership experience.

The conference was organ-
ised for the second time after it
was successfully held in 2016.

NEX 2018 Penang chairman
Datuk Jerry Chan thanked Chow
and the state for their support.

“We want to thank the state
for having an open door policy
for businesses and public con-
sultation,” he said.

Also present were state ex-

ecutive council members Chong
Eng, Yeoh Soon Hin and Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain, and
Chow’s wife Tan Lean Kee.

For more details, visit www.
n e X penang .
my/#1536471016165-dac37fd9-
0a32

Hunkler (second from left) presenting a memento to Chow after the industry familiarisation programme.
With them are investPenang director Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon (right) and Bock.

Penang values strong ties with industries

THE Penang government looks
forward to more investments and
expansion of existing companies
in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state looked for-
ward to greater co-operation
with industry players who would
also bring with them new tech-
nologies.

“I would like to congratulate
Western Digital in Batu Kawan
for its Industry 4.0 facility.

“Western Digital has the tech-

nology platform that can lead the
charge in data transformation.

“Penang remains a destination
of choice for foreign direct in-
vestments (FDIs) and local in-
vestments.

“The state recorded the largest
FDI inflow of MIDA approved
manufacturing FDI among states
in Malaysia, valued at RM8.5
billion,” Chow said during his
industry familiarisation pro-
gramme at Western Digital Batu
Kawan on Nov 9.

Western Digital (Malaysia
operations) Group chairman
Datuk Syed Hussain Aljunid
thanked Chow and the state for
their support.

He also congratulated the
state on its achievements.

Also present were several
state assemblymen, MPs, West-
ern Digital (manufacturing)
senior vice-president Sean
Hunkler and Western Digital
(operation) vice-president K.LL
Bock.

Better facilities
for Penang Hill

PENANG Hill Corporation (PHC)
is planning to provide better facilities
to meet the needs of visitors.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said there was a plan to build two
hotels on Penang Hill to cater to the
visitors’ accommodation demands.

“Penang Hill has attracted much
attention over the years. We have
taken note of the lack of accommoda-
tion up on the hill,” he said, replying
to a question during the Malaysian
International Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (MICCT) luncheon dia-
logue on Nov 8.

A participant, who is a prominent
figure in the building industry, asked
Chow on the plans to restore state-
owned bungalows on Penang Hill;
as well as the plans to address the
lack of accommodation on the hill.

“There is hardly any accommoda-
tion there (on the hill). The state has
afew bungalows, but they look more
like ghost houses,” he said.

Chow said one of the two hotels
proposed would be located behind
the Convalescent Bungalow.

“The construction of the hotel will
be done in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Penang Hill Spe-
cial Area Plan.

“The second hotel is supposed to
be situated below the café on the hill.

“The second hotel project is still

in its planning stage. We must take
serious note of the safety issues.

“The hotel project can be a public-
private partnership initittive. The
state has yet to work out the financial
model,” Chow said, adding the con-
struction of the first hotel was sched-
uled to begin next year.

Chow was one of the panellists at
the luncheon dialogue titled “Jour-
ney to Penang 2030: Partnership
with Commerce and Industry”.

During his speech, Chow said that
the Penang 2030 vision was con-
ceived after a holistic review of the
various ongoing projects and initia-
tives; as well as those that have been
undertaken by and within the pur-
view of the Penang government.

“The state government is in the
process of finalising a number of
development blueprints and strate-
gies such as the Penang Green
Agenda, Penang Youth Blueprint,
Penang Agriculture Masterplan,
Penang Tourism Masterplan and
Penang Digital Transformation
Plan,” he said.

MICCI Penang branch chairman
Michel Van Crombrugge said the
main aim of the event was to foster
closer relationship between its mem-
bers and the state government to
work together towards a common
goal.



SuperStar

Gemini sails
into Penang

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Joanne Foong and
Christopher Tan

SUPERSTAR Gemini has arrived
in Penang and will be making the
state as one of her home ports in
Malaysia for the current deploy-
ment until April 28 next year.

A welcome ceremony was held
on board the cruise ship on Nov
7 with invited guests being taken
on a tour.

Star Cruises is a member of
Genting Cruise Lines.

“We are thrilled to be back in
Penang — a regular destination for
Star Cruises since 1994,” Genting
Cruise Lines vice-president of
Sales Cynthia Lee said.

“Genting Cruise Lines contin-
ues to see great potential in Ma-
laysia.

“We remain highly committed
in supporting the cruise tourism

industry with our home ports and
port of calls to Malaysia. This
includes SuperStar Gemini’s cur-
rent deployment from now until
April 28 next year.

“SuperStar Gemini will carry
on the legacy of SuperStar Libra
that recently retired from active
duty from the Star Cruises fleet;
which many of you have come to
know and love when it was home
in Malaysia early this year,” she
said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the welcome ceremony
was a joyous occasion.

“We are very pleased that Star
Cruises is back in town with an-
other ship, SuperStar Gemini, and
has chosen Penang again as one
of her home ports in Malaysia for
the current deployment until
April 28 next year.

“Penangites and international
travellers can choose to embark

"-

Guests
are spoilt
for choice
when it
comes to
activities
on the
cruise
ship.
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the SuperStar Gemini from Pen-
ang.

“Penang is an ideal cruise hub
in the region. It is a place that
lives up to its reputation as one
of the most popular and beautiful
destinations in Malaysia and the
world.

“Penang is home to many mar-
velous sights and natural won-
ders. The state retains its ‘old-
world’ charm while developing a
modern cosmopolitan atmos-
phere,” Chow said in his speech.

Chow said Penang continues
to record promising growth in the
tourism industry, including the
highly potential cruise tourism
sector.

“Last year, Penang received
over 1.2 million cruise visitors
via the Swettenham Pier Cruise
Terminal, making it Malaysia’s
major cruise tourism hub.

“Penang has much to offer and
we are always happy to welcome
our tourists’ friends from across
the region and globally,” he
added.

For more details, visit http://
www.starcruises.com
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More federal fundlng to spur
Industry 4.0

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

THE Penang Skills Development
Centre (PSDC) Industry 4.0
Week witnessed the exchanges
of four MoUs taking place be-
tween PSDC and four tech com-
panies which pledged to offer
their expertise and services to
the former for enhancing its
delivery performance and the
skills of its staff.

These companies were Clean-
tech Solar (CS), IME Group of
Companies (IME), The Center
of Applied Data Science (CADS)
and VidyaBharathi Group of
Institutions (VB Group).

CS, which was represented by
its chief operating officer Jerome
Baco, gave a powerpoint presenta-
tion on the history and profile of
the Singapore-based company
with its offer for clean and sustain-
able source of energy for PSDC.

The company had undertaken
to fully finance the end-to-end
solar solution from design, in-
stallation and maintenance of the

415 kWp PV system on the
rooftop of the PSDC building.

Furthermore, it will also sup-
port a scholarship programme
for selected current PSDC stu-
dents to assist in the completion
of their diploma programme.

IME will be sponsoring four
units of 3D printers and one-time
supply of printing consumables
and training for PSDC staff.

It will also support PSDC
workshops and training sessions
on additive manufacturing tech-
nology for school students.

CADS pledged to work close-
ly with PSDC on data science
enablement especially in the
area of artificial intelligence
(AI) skill framework via focus
group sessions with the industry
and academia while VB Group
would be provided with a space
within PSDC for the promotion
of talent development in the area
of Industry 4.0 particularly in
India and the Gulf countries.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who attended the event,
reminded everyone that Industry
4.0 was no longer a mere buzz

The performance and precision of a robotic arm captures the attention of Chow and others at the PSDC
Industry 4.0 Week.

word but encapsulated the present
and future of the global industrial
and manufacturing landscape.
“When Industry 4.0 started
to gain attention several years
ago, many perceived it as just
another fad or buzz word. In
the past two years, however,
we have seen how the indus-
trial revolution has gained
momentum worldwide and
how it has made a huge impact

Minimising loopholes in Penang
Bridge International Marathon

THE newly launched Penang Bridge
International Marathon (PBIM)
2018 live tracking app will now
ensure that its participants compete
in a fair and square manner while
minimising loopholes for cheating.

Speaking at the launch of the app
on Nov 8, exco member for Tourism
Development, Heritage, Culture &
Arts Yeoh Soon Hin who also chairs
the PBIM, said the added feature will
ensure the safety of participants and
give peace of mind to their loved
ones.

“This live tracking feature to the
mobile application provides real
time location of the participants who
will be taking part in PBIM on No-
vember 25.

“This is in line with our initiative
to elevate PBIM to a higher level and
offer a better experience for our run-
ners, which come from various age
groups,” Yeoh told the media.

“The app also gives the users
access to the latest PBIM updates at
their fingertips including event pro-

International

Yeoh and Toh (right) launching the new PBIM live tracking app
which will help in ensuring rules are adhered to and the safety of

participants guaranteed.

grammes and course maps for full
marathon, half marathon and 10km.
Participants can also capture the
moment through selfies using the
app with exclusive PBIM or IJM
templates which can be shared via
social media or messaging plat-
forms,” he added.

The newly launched app is now
available on IOS and Android for
free and is sponsored by IJM Land
Bhd in collaboration with the PBIM
committee.

Also present was [JM Land Bhd
(Northern Region) general manager
Datuk Toh Chin Leong.

on the global industrial and
manufacturing landscape. To-
day, we operate in a world
that’s inhibited by geographi-
cal boundaries. The ability to
provide high customization at
the lowest possible cost deter-
mines the success of a com-
pany as well as its survival,”
Chow said in his opening re-
marks on Nov 13.

Also present were PSDC

chief executive officer Mu-
hamed Ali Hajah Mydin, PSDC
Management Council chair-
man Andre Holzhausen, his
deputy Datuk Teh Yong Khoon,
Electrical & Electronics Pro-
ductivity Nexus chairman
Datuk Seri Wong Siew Hai,
VB Group chairman Moham-
med Kutty, IME founder &
chairman Teoh Tuan Ka and
CADS founder Sharala Axryd.

FHDA raised RM150.,000
in charity dinner

THE Stardust Charity Dinner on
Nov 10 was a great success in
raising funds amounting to
RM150,000 for the Penang Fam-
ily Health Development Asso-
ciation (FHDA) to carry out its
programmes and support ser-
vices for people living with HIV.

The 58-year-old NGO, for-
merly known as Family Plan-
ning Association or FPA, has
been providing charity support
services to victims of HIV and
their affected families since the
1990s at a time when the disease
was fatal with limited medica-
tion and generated much fear in
society.

Among its string of achieve-
ments were the Me and You
(MAY) services which have
registered more than 700 clients
and the MAY4Kids programme
which has been providing infant
milk powder, food and financial
aid to children and mothers.

Chief Minister Chow Kon

Yeow, who attended the charity
event as the Guest of Honour,
commended the selfless and
tireless services provided by
FHDA.

“This year FHDA wellness
clinic commenced non-occupa-
tional pre-exposure therapy for
vulnerable individuals by Dr
Yim Poh Yin. I understand it is
the first and only NGO to date
to offer this service. With this
experience behind them in
health service setting, I’d en-
courage those interested to help
to see Dr Chow Ting Soo or
Puan Jubaidah Nagoor, their
volunteer Head of HIV pro-
gramme who is instrumental in
the hospital-based peer support
service,” Chow said.

It was also made known that
FHDA won the last Tun Dr Siti
Hasmah Award in 2012 as an
NGO and Puan Jubaidah won
the same award as an individual
in 2006.
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Greater voice

for young artists

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

IT was a period of festivity and
people were celebrating the Chinese
New Year.

However, at this quiet part of the
town, people were screaming for
help, and a siren broke the silence
of the night.

Many passersby stopped to wit-
ness the raging fire burning down a
building.

Undergraduate Yap Ley Min
witnessed all that from her home
and she decided to paint a picture
based on what she saw.

“The fire took place last year
(2017).1saw people gathered at the
scene.

“Some tried to help, some talked
about the incident, others just

watched.

“The fire fighters were busy try-
ing to put out the flames,” she said
when interviewed after the “Spot-
light by Penang Art District” group
exhibition prize presentation cere-
mony at EcoWorld@Macalister on
Nov 3.

Yap, 21, said she took two weeks
to paint her masterpiece.

Yap was the grand prize winner
after her painting titled “Burning
District” topped about 30 other
artworks in the competition.

She bagged RM5,000 cash and
a solo exhibition at Hin Bus Depot.

Yap will also be given the op-
portunity to work with a mentor to
help her through the journey of
developing the solo exhibition.

The “Spotlight by Penang Art
District” is a creative platform that
nurtures young Malaysian talents

Yap showing her masterpiece after the ‘Spotlight by Penang Art District’ group exhibition prize
presentation ceremony.

and gives them the chance to realise
their potential.

The art competition received
encouraging submissions from art-
ists below the age of 30.

Deputy Tourism, Arts and Cul-
ture Minister Muhammad Bakhtiar
Wan Chik said the competition
provided a platform for young Ma-
laysians to develop and express
their creativity.

American Tech Corner sparks
creativity, i 1nsp1res 1nn0vat10n

WHEN the Pakatan state govern-
ment first took office in 2008, it
received a lot of feedback from
industry captains that the main
constraint for Penang’s industrial
growth was the lack of human
resources.

Indeed, there was great concern
that the interest of school students
to take up studies in the STEM-
related subjects was declining.

“This was especially so for
Penang whose economic success
depends primarily on the size and
quality of the state’s talent pool.

“As a result, the state govern-
ment initiated the formation of
Penang Science Cluster (PSC) in
2010 to inspire the spirit of in-
novation in science and engineer-
ing into the community, espe-
cially among the young,” Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
when he launched the American
Tech Corner at Wisma Yeah Chor
Ee on Nov 13.

Also present were ambassador
of the United States to Malaysia
Kamala Lakhdir, PSC chief ex-
ecutive officer Ooi Peng Ee and
its director Datuk Yoon Chon
Leong.

Chow added that over the years,
the PSC’s achievements have been
beyond expectations, like in 2017
alone PSC made an impact on
20,000 students through hands-on
science and technology workshops.

|

A student (right) trying out the digital classroom demo, while Kamala

Lakhdir looks on.

“For this success, I must thank
and acknowledge the collabora-
tion and support from industry in
particular the PSC director com-
panies such as B. Braun, Intel,
Keysight Technologies and oth-

rs,” he said.

Chow commented that last
week, 60,000 visitors attended the
Penang International Science Fair
organised by PSC, where there
were 25,000 hands-on STEM
activities over two days.

Chow also witnessed another
collaboration by PSC with the US

Embassy with the launch of the
American Tech Corner.

Ooi said the opening of ATC
marked the expansion of coop-
eration between the US Embassy
in Malaysia and PSC.

“The ATC Penang is furnished
with four reality stations equipped
with Education VR Apps and ‘US
Experience’ apps.

“The space also includes a
digital classroom demo that al-
lows visitors to have ‘hands on’
experience with the education-
based gadgets,” he added.

“It also instils public apprecia-
tion for art.

“This group exhibition of Top 20
finalists showcases the best of
promising submissions.

“Nurturing and investing in
creativity are vital in preserving our
cultural expression and identity,”
Muhammad Bakhtiar said.

He commended EcoWorld for
supporting the initiative.

“Private corporations also play a
crucial role in helping to boost the
development of arts,” he added.

Also present were Penang Con-
vention and Exhibition Bureau
chief executive officer Ashwin
Gunasekeran and Penang Arts Dis-
trict advisor Lee Khai.

The art exhibition will run until
Dec 2 at EcoWorld@Macalister in
Macalister Road.

Minimising impact of
floods in Bayan Baru

THE RM20.1 million Bayan Baru
flood mitigation project is scheduled
to be completed in two years.

Penang Department of Irrigation
and Drainage (DID) director Mohd
Azmin Hussin said the Penang gov-
ernment through DID had conducted
a detailed study to address flash
floods issues in Bayan Baru and to
carry out the flood mitigation project.

“The Sungai Relau river basin,
where the project is to be carried out,
is almost 12.5 sq km in size.

“The work scopes of the project
are to build a 12 cubic metre per
second pump house, a 1.25km-long
collector drain, upgrade the 3.5km-
long road side drain, and to build a
140m box culvert,” Mohd Azmin said
in his speech before the Bayan Baru
flood mitigation project groundbreak-
ing ceremony on Nov 5.

State Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari said the Bayan
Baru flood mitigation project could
minimise the flood impact in Jalan
Mabhsuri, Persiaran Mahsuri 1, Jalan
Tun Dr Awang road junction, Jalan
Mayang Pasir, Jalan Tengah, Jalan
Dato Ismail Hashim.

“It will also indirectly reduce the
flood magnitude at the upstream of
Sungai Relau,” Zairil said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the project was one of the nine
“high impact” flood mitigation

projects; where a RM150 million
allocation was apportioned by the
Penang government.

“We launched six of the projects
early this year. We will be launching
the Bayan Baru flood mitigation
projects shortly.

“We hope to launch the flood
mitigation project in Kampung
Naran, Batu Maung; and the reser-
voir in Alma, Bukit Mertajam in
December this year,” Chow said.

“We welcome the allocation
from the Federal Government, such
as the allocation for the Sungai
Pinang flood mitigation project. We
hope to launch the project in April
next year.

“The Penang government is
blessed to have been able to carry
out flood mitigation projects costing
almost RM400 million over the past
10 years, without having to depend
on the federal government.

“The state will continue to ap-
prove projects to be funded by
drainage contributions from devel-
opers,” Chow said.

Also present were state Domestic
and International Trade, Consumer
Affairs and Entrepreneur Develop-
ment Committee chairman Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain, Telok Ba-
hang assemblyman Zolkifly Md
Lazim, and Penang Island City
Council mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang.
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