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Micron joins Batu

Kawan family

Fortune 500 company to invest RM1.5 billion

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Law Suun Ting

DURING a press conference on
Nov 30, it was announced by the
state government that Micron
Technology, Inc. — an industry
leader in memory and storage
solutions — will be building a new
centre of excellence for solid
state drive (SSD) assembly and
test at the Batu Kawan Industrial
Park which is expected to provide
1,000 job opportunities.

Representing Micron at the
investment announcement cere-
mony were its senior vice-presi-
dent for Global Back-End Opera-
tions Gursharan Singh and Sin-
gapore Legal director Amrinder
Sidhu.

According to the company’s
roadmap, Micron aims to break
ground for the new facility cost-
ing RM1.5 billion in the first half
of 2019 and achieve full ramp-up
in two years.

“We welcome Micron, a For-
tune 500 company, to our family
in Penang. This further reinforces
the position of Penang as the Sili-
con Island of Asia. As a family
member, we assure Micron of the
state’s support and commitment to
assist in its continued growth in
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Chow checking out the proposed site in Batu Kawan Industrial Park where the centre of excellence for
Micron will be located as Gursharan (left) and Rosli look on.

Penang, where many E&E MNCs
have successfully celebrated their
45th anniversaries,” Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow said in his
welcoming remarks.

“State agencies such as invest-

Penang and Penang Development
Corporation have also worked
closely with Micron to facilitate
their site selection process to
establish their centre of excel-
lence here in Penang,” he added.

This investment by Micron
will serve to enhance local educa-
tion through collaboration with
universities for R&D in the areas
of science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics while spark-

ing a passion in the next genera-
tion of scientists and engineers.
Such activities will also contrib-
ute towards advancing skills and
capabilities in applying new
technology, industrial skills and
professional know-how.

“Micron’s expansion in Ma-
laysia (as Micron Memory Ma-
laysia) supports our strategy to
build a scalable, agile and well-
positioned global capacity model
in Malaysia and Singapore while
ensuring a continued focus on
better servicing customers and
attracting and retaining the high-
est quality talent,” noted Gur-
sharan.

Also present were state exco
members Zairil Khir Johari
(Works, Utilities & Flood Mitiga-
tion), Phee Boon Poh (Welfare,
Caring Society & Environment),
Jagdeep Singh (Local Govern-
ment, Housing, Town & Country
Planning) and Yeoh Soon Hin
(Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture & Arts), Penang Devel-
opment Corporation general
manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar,
Special Investment Advisor to the
Chief Minister and investPenang
director Datuk Seri Lee Kah
Choon and investPenang CEO
Datuk Loo Lee Lian.



Digital

expedition toj
help transform

Penang

Story by K. Thaarshenii
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

THE official launch of Siemens
Digitalisation Expedition at Setia
SPICE Convention Centre was
graced by Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow who was accompanied
by Siemens Malaysia president &
chief executive officer (CEO) In-
dranil Lahiri.

To complement the state govern-
ment’s proclamation to transform
Penang into a smart state under its
new plan for 2030, Siemens Malay-
sia will be introducing crucial ini-
tiatives and solutions that support
the needs of the state’s ecosystem.

Siemens Digitalisation Expedi-
tion is a series of roadshows organ-
ised in different states to bring the
concept and reality of digitalisation
and Industry 4.0 to customers,

government agencies and all rele-
vant stakeholders.

Chow said Malaysia has re-
gained its place among the top 20
economies in the world with its
latest 15th ranking in the World
Bank Doing Business 2019 Report.

Building and leveraging on this
improved status by reforming will,
according to Chow, ease the busi-
ness framework, regulatory poli-
cies, and infrastructure network.

“From mobility solutions to
building technologies, and digital
grid services to smart manufactur-
ing, I’'m pleased to note that Sie-
mens has this complete portfolio as
we look towards realising Penang’s
2030 vision.

“Currently, Penang is shifting
towards a digital economy through
various initiatives, and where tech-
nologies are already driving im-
pacts across the different sectors

and industries.

“One of the four initiatives under
Penang2030 plan is about ‘upgrad-
ing the economy to raise household
income, whereby local manufactur-
ing factories are the target group of
upgrade to ride the wave of this
digital age. This initiative intended
to increase participation in digital
economy and as a continuous de-
velopment of nurturing the right
ecosystem and build local skilled
talents,” said Chow during his
speech on Nov 30.

Indranil, in his speech, touched

Chow trying out the virtual reality headset while Indranil (left) looks on.

on how Siemens is positioned for
Automation and Digitalisation
while creating value for customers
through its competencies.

Apart from that, Chow also
pointed out the use of technology
in aquaculture had brought in RM1
billion in revenue to Penang.

He hoped that with advanced
technology utilised in a right way,
it will help to collect more data on
water quality and the environment
so that it will create opportunities
to push the aquaculture industry and
state to greater heights in the near

future.

There were also booths show-
casing various solutions and ser-
vices that can meet the people’s
organisational needs. Guests and
customers had the opportunity to
participate in a digital maturity
analysis and one-to-one meeting
session with Siemens experts for
advisory services.

The full-day event attracted
about 300 participants comprising
Small Medium Enterprises (SME),
industry players and government-
linked companies (GLCs).

Starting ‘em young
on financial literacy

AFFIN Hwang Asset Management
Bhd successfully organised its flag-
ship “Beyond the Classroom”
workshop at Tech Dome Penang
Dec 1 as its corporate social re-
sponsibility initiative to inculcate
financial literacy among young
students.

Designed to encourage learning
by means of role-playing, the work-
shop offers students an opportunity
to decide on their financial matters
and to cultivate a sense of account-
ability in managing their finances.

The participating students, num-
bering 200 and aged between 12
and 17 years, gained exposure to
various aspects of financial man-
agement including developing
their own budget, debt and credit
control, investing and acquiring
assets. Through a series of work-
stations, participants undergo dif-
ferent simulated scenarios or pit-
stops while completing numerous
tasks with the objective of increas-
ing their net worth and at the same

time, managing debt sustainably.
The key learning outcomes for
participants were to acquire basic
understanding in key areas such as
Cash Flow Management and In-
vestment, Borrowing Basics and
Debt Management as well as Ac-
quiring and Managing Assets.
“We applaud this initiative by
Affin Hwang to be a positive influ-
ence in our community and to ad-
vance financial literacy standards
among our youth,” Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said during the
opening ceremony of the event.
“It’s a troubling fact today that
many Malaysians are burdened by
money-related stress. For the ma-
jority of low and middle income
groups, wages are stagnant with
very little savings and a growing
debt situation which is not sustain-
able. Many young Malaysians aged
below 30 are also living beyond
their means, trapped in emotional
spending and are set on an inevita-
ble path of bankruptcy and finan-

Early exposure to the intricacies of financial management would enable the young to gain sufficient
knowledge to avoid being in financial ruin.

cial ruin,” he added.

Also present were exco member
for Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Zairil Khir Johari, Affin
Hwang managing director Teng
Chee Wai and Tech Dome Penang

CEO Dr Khong Yoon Loong.

“It is only through knowledge
that one can be empowered to
make well-informed decisions es-
pecially concerning their finances.
We hope this workshop together

with a string of other initiatives can
spur such awareness amongst our
youth to take charge of their fi-
nances and be invested about their
own financial health,” Teng said in
his speech.
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Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

PENANG is on track to have the
first of its kind medical hub in Ma-
laysia in five years which will pro-
vide 2,000 over job opportunities.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
attended the project’s ground-
breaking ceremony on the piece of
land at Peel Avenue and Pierce Road
on Dec 2.

“I am proud to announce that this
landmark project spearheaded by
Island Hospital will be the biggest
medical hub in Malaysia.

“It will be an expansion to the
current medical facility which will
encompass in total a 600-bed med-
ical complex, medical suites as well
as a medical tourist hotel as part of
its facilities.

“Upon completion, this project
will have enormous impact on Pen-
ang, Malaysia as well as the region.
With state-of-the-art facilities and
new cutting edge medical technolo-
gies, I am glad the hospital will be
able to cater to the needs of people
in Penang and also medical tourists.

“Part of the state government’s
aspirations in the Penang2030 Vi-

IMC set to be nation’s
largest me
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(From fourth from left) Ramasamy, Chow, Farizan, representatives from Island Hospital and other dignitaries taking part in the

groundbreaking ceremony.

sion is to increase the livability so
as to enhance quality of life and this
medical city supports our vision,”
said Chow.

According to Chow, the existing
Island Hospital building will be

turned into a women and children’s
specialist hospital.

Also present were Deputy Chief
Minister II Prof Dr P. Ramasamy,
State Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan
Darus, CEO of Island Hospital

Mark Wee, director of Island Hos-
pital Benny Lim, and members of
Island Hospital Board of Directors
and Board of Visitors.

Answering the media regarding
the heritage building which was torn

down on the land where the expan-
sion is to take place, Chow stated
that it was demolished with the
approval of the local council in ac-
cordance with the development
plan.
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(Seated second from left) Yeoh, Ooi and Khor in a group picture with the delegates from Qingdao at the signing ceremony.
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{ 11 Qingdao, Penang
' agree to promote

cultural and
tourism ties

IN a bid to strengthen the ties between Malaysia

and China, a “Letter of Intent- Establishing

cultural and tourism cooperative relationship

between the city of Qingdong and Penang” was

1 signed by Penang Global Tourism CEO Ooi

< = . \ ‘L_ o ’ ! Chok Yan and a representative from Qingdao

- : ‘ + O - Municipal Foreign Affairs office Gao Qun on
Nov 30.

It was witnessed by exco member for Tourism

w

Development, Heritage, Culture & Arts, Yeoh
Soon Hin

The objective of this collaboration is to pro-
mote cooperation in both the governmental and
non-governmental fields as well as to promote
tourist publicity, tourist projects and cultural
activities between both the cities.

“During the winter season in Qingdao such
as now, the people in the city usually travel to
Hainan which is much warmer.

“It takes around three hours to travel from
Qingdao to Hainan and if you travel one hour
longer you can reach Penang,” said Yeoh, who
also encouraged more tourists from China to
visit Penang.

According to Gao, the city of Qingdao shares
a similarity with Penang as there is a heritage
site in Qingdao just like here in Penang, thus
this initiative would be very significant for both
the cities.

Also present during the ceremony was Hunza
Group founder Datuk Seri Khor Teng Tong.

<
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Savouring each passmg moment
of freedom

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

THIS year’s George Town Literary
Festival (GTLF 2018) delved on
the theme of “The State of Free-
dom” which resonated with the
people of Malaysia as the nation
achieved the impossible by remov-
ing the once-mighty Barisan Na-
sional in the true spirit of democ-
racy without shedding a drop of
blood.

The keynote address was given
by the eminent Datuk Anwar
Fazal, the prolific Penang-based
writer and human rights, interfaith
relations and peace advocate.

“GTLF holds the distinction of
being Penang’s only literary festi-
val and the largest in Malaysia.
Famous writers have written about
Penang over the different eras but

it is the stories that have come out
of this landscape, spurred out of
the imaginations and pens of writ-
ers that resonate with us. The one
Penang story that deeply resonates
in the heart of all who call Penang
home is the story of Penang as the
land of the free,” Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said, in his
speech, as the Guest of Honour for
GTLF 2018.

“As a state, Penang has always
championed freedom. This festival
was known as one of the last bas-
tions of freedom of speech and
expression in the country,” he
added.

Out of 100 writers, GTLF 2018
featured 65 Malaysian and Malay-
sian-born writers, performers,
artists and thinkers.

Also present were state exco
member for Tourism Develop-

AROUND TOWN

MINDFEST

PENANG Math Platform will be organising a series of mind games,
board games and memory sports events until Dec 18. The Memory
Skills Workshop will be held on Dec 10 from 9am to 4.30pm. For
details, log on to www.penangmathplatform.com

DANCE COMPETITION

LEVEL Up Dance Competition 2018 finals will be held at Dewan
Tunku Abdul Rahman University College (TAR UC) on Dec 15 from
7pm to 11pm. For further details visit Facebook Level Up Competition
2018 (@levelupdance2018).

MUSIC CAMP

MUSICA Sinfonietta will hold its 17th Music Camp from Dec 10
to 14 at Kompleks Masyarakat Penyayang culminating in a concert
on Dec 14 at Dewan Sri Pinang. Invitation is open for players of
orchestral instruments to join the camp. For enquiries, send an email
to musicasinfonietta@gmail.com, or call 012-4085969 or 012-
5533273.

XMAS CHARITY BALL

THE Cat’s Christmas Charity Ball will be held on Dec 14 from
7pm to 11.30pm at Penang Club. The celebration includes buffet
dinner, auction, music, dancing and entertainment. Proceeds will go
to support rescued cats at Cat Beach Sanctuary. RSVP for tickets at
RM150. Whatsapp/call/SMS 017-5753419 for further enquiries.

BOOK GIFT

TO promote cultural heritage in schools, the George Town World
Heritage Incorporated is inviting educational institutions in Penang
to apply for its Cultural Heritage Book Gifting Programme and
receive a complimentary set of cultural heritage books worth RM750.
The programme is on until Dec 15. Visit https://goo.gl/35C5IM to
register. For details, call Natasha at 04-2616606
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A multiracial band with musical instruments of different cultures entertaining the crowd during the
opening ceremony for GTLF 2018 at Cheah Kongsi.

ment, Heritage, Arts & Culture
Yeoh Soon Hin, British High
Commissioner to Malaysia Vicki
Treadell, Penang Convention &
Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) CEO

Ashwin Gunasekeran and GTLF
2018 director Bernice Chauly.
“As a Penangite, I take pride in
the fact that the George Town
Literary Festival was conferred the

International Excellence Award
2018 for Literary Festival and re-
mains the only literary festival in
the country funded by a state
government,” Yeoh noted.

State honours Lim with GTLF patron award

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
presented his predecessor, Lim Guan
Eng, with a patron award for found-
ing the George Town Literary Festi-
val (GTLF) at the UAB Building in
China Street Ghaut.

“This is to honour our Finance
Minister Lim Guan Eng for founding
the festival. GTLF turns eight this
year, and he is the reason this festival
has grown to be the world-class liter-
ary event thatitis,” Chow said in his
speech on Nov 24.

Also present were state Tourism
Development, Heritage, Culture and
Arts Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, Penang Convention &
Exhibitions Bureau chief executive
officer Ashwin Gunasekeran (pro-
ducer of GTLF) and GTLF festival
director Bernice Chauly.

“Lim is a man of many talents and
passions. His vision for Penang as
an international city with a vibrant
arts and cultural scene has brought
Penang much acclaim,” added
Chow, who a day earlier had offici-
ated the festival at Cheah Kongsi.

“Even though he spends most of
his time in Putrajaya, he makes it a
priority to come back to his constitu-
ency in Penang regularly. I know that
Penang, and GTLPF, is close to his
heart.

“The current state government is
committed to continuing Lim’s vi-
sion to grow GTLF to greater
heights. Penang will always be the

#GTLF2018

Chow (second from left) presenting the George Town Literary Festival
Patron award to Lim. With them are (from left) Ashwin, Bernice and

Yeoh.

home of Malaysia’s largest literary
festival, and the home of freedom
and intellect.”

Lim said he was touched and
deeply honoured to be recognised as
the GTLF patron, thanking the state
government, Ashwin and Bernice for
growing the festival.

“GTLF started with five writers.
I’'mhappy to see how the festival has
grown.Iam told we have 100 speak-
ers from 25 countries at the festival
this year,” Lim said in his speech.

“In March this year, GTLF was
awarded the International Excellence
Awards 2018 for the Literary Festi-
val at the London Book Fair. It’s like
the Oscar of literary achievements.
GTLEF is the first literary festival in
Southeast Asia to be conferred this

award.”

This year’s GTLF was held from
Nov 22 to 25, with the theme “The
State of Freedom”.

Lim said the best is yet to come
for GTLF and he is confident that
Ashwin, as the producer, will steer
GTLF forward.

He also hoped that the festival
would attract more literary greats as
the new Malaysia allows freedom of
speech.

At the same time, Lim cautioned
that freedom of speech should not be
abused to stir up racial disharmony
and religious intolerance.

In conclusion, Lim said the award
for him was not achieved through an
individual effort but was a team ef-
fort over the last 10 years.



a mobile library programme.

Ramasamy officiating the ‘Rover Science’ — a vehicle designed for
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Enhancing science education
through ‘Rover Science’

LEARNING science has be-
come rather interesting with the
latest “Rover Science” — a vehi-
cle designed for a mobile library.

The Penang Public Library
Corporation, in collaboration
with Tech Dome Penang and the
state government, initiated the
Rover Science to encourage
more students to learn science.

Deputy Chief Minister II Prof
Dr P. Ramasamy said the mobile
library aims to bring science-
based activities to the students.

“The Rover Science pro-
gramme such as workshops,
demonstrations, exhibitions,
science and technology activi-
ties will be held at shopping
malls, community halls and

other public spaces using the
vehicle.

“The materials used for con-
ducting activities and experi-
ments are provided by Tech
Dome Penang, while pre-school
science books are contributed by
The WhyteHouse Education
Group.

“This project is funded by the
state government at a cost of
RM400,000 which will cover
initial expenses and operating
costs for one year,” he said on
Nov 19.

Ramasamy hoped that the
Rover Science would be able to
create a wise community in fac-
ing the Industrial Revolution
4.0.

THE Penang government has allo-
cated RM3 million to assist Category
ITheritage building owners to restore
their premises under the George
Town Heritage Habitat Seed Fund.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said owners of Category II heritage
buildings in the heritage site who
were hosting long-term tenants could
look forward to having their prem-
ises repaired and restored.

The application guideline states
that the seed fund is a state govern-
ment initiative for Category II herit-
age premises owners within the
George Town Unesco World Herit-
age Site who are renting their prem-
ises to long-term tenants.

It is stated that selected heritage
premises owners will receive finan-
cial support to cover material ex-
penses and professional fees for
physical repair or restoration works
of their heritage premises according
to the George Town Special Area
Plan.

“We do not take the contributions
by the heritage building owners for
granted.

“Similarly, long-term tenants have

played a pivotal role in the develop-
ment and progression of George
Town,” Chow said in his speech
during the launching ceremony at
George Town World Heritage Incor-
porated (GTWHI) on Nov 24.

“Through this seed fund, partici-
pating tenants will be able to upgrade
their tenanted living environment and
securing a tenancy agreement rang-
ing from five to 10 years with a ne-
gotiated rent, at an agreed increment
rate.

“This seed fund is an example of
a collaboration between the Penang
government and the local communi-
ties to safeguard our cultural herit-
age,” he added.

Chow added that the seed fund
was the first of its kind initiative in
Malaysia, by the state government
together with GTWHI.

GTWHI general manager Dr Ang
Ming Chee said the seed fund served
as a daring commitment from the
Penang government to safeguard the
Outstanding Universal Values
(OUVs) of a world heritage site by
providing a financial incentive.

“We hope to promote sustainable

residency in George Town, ensuring
that this city is inhabited with com-
munities of the highest social integ-
rity,” she said.

Khoo Kongsi representative Da-
tuk Khoo Kay Hock said they had
been keeping their rental low over the
last 10 years.

“Our rental is only about one-third
of the current market rate,” he said.

He welcomed the initiative by the
state to assist heritage building own-
ers and long-term tenants.

Cheah Kongsi representative Pe-
ter Cheah also welcomed the move
by the state.

“It is costly to maintain heritage
buildings.

“This seed fund can help stake-
holders and indirectly assist tenants,”
he said.

Also present were state executive
council members Yeoh Soon Hin and
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain and
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman Gooi
Zi Sen.

For more details on the seed fund,
visit www.gtwhi.com.my or call Lee
Cheah Woon at 04-2616606/011-
62682786.

Checkmate time as Penang
Chess Festival kicks off

THE Penang Chess Festival got off
to a grand start at the Red Rock Hotel
in George Town with about 600
participants from 20 countries vying
for honours.

The festival, from Dec 3 to Dec 9,
comprises four chess events, namely
the 10th Penang Heritage Interna-
tional Chess Open, the Penang Chal-
lenger, the Penang Blitz and the Wah
Seong Penang Chess League.

The total prize money for the four
events is about RM50,000.

There were participants from
other countries such as China, India,
Singapore, Indonesia, the Philip-
pines, Thailand, Uzbekistan, United
Kingdom, United States, Germany,
Sri Lanka, South Korea, Australia
and France.

Hong Kong chess player Gerard
Hein, 81, has the distinction of being
the oldest.

Chess players are normally very
focused and this was evidently seen

when businessman S. Eswaran from
Bukit Mertajam decided to put up his
two sons from SK Stowell — Tarendra
Vinayagar, 11, and Jayvantt Muruga,
nine — in a hotel nearby the competi-
tion venue for the one-week tourna-
ment.

“I don’t want to take the risk of
them getting caught in the traffic jam,
especially on the bridge. It’s holiday
season. If we come from Bukit Mer-
tajam, we would have to get up as
early as Sam.I want my sons to relax
so that they can concentrate on the
competition,” said Eswaran, who is
also an arbiter.

State Housing, Town, Country
Planning and Local Government
Committee chairman Jagdeep Singh
applauded the vision and commit-
ment of the Penang Chess Association
(PCA), the Penang chess community
and the participants’ parents for bring-
ing Penang chess to a high level.

“This tournament, as envisaged

by the Penang Chess Association, is
a good training ground for young
players from Penang and Malaysia,
and a good opportunity for them to
compete against experienced and
skilled players,” Jagdeep said in his
speech when officiating the tourna-
ment.

“Over the years, this tournament
has served to hone the skills of local
players. Penang has in the last 10
years produced five Women Candi-
date Masters, two Women Fide
Masters (one with conditions), one
Candidate Master, two Fide Masters
and one International Master.

“This is possibly one of the high-
est, if not the highest produced in any
state in Malaysia, over the span of the
last 10 years.”

Jagdeep also congratulated the
newest Woman Candidate Master
Sim Jia Ru, 13, and Woman Fide
Master with conditions Agnes Chong,
11, and also newly crowned World

g ¥

Agnes, 11, and Poh Yu Tian, nine, from Penang presenting a chess
clock and a chess board respectively as souvenirs to Jagdeep. With
them are See (left) and Lee.

Under-10 Girls Chess Champion
Samantha Edithso from Indonesia.

The trio were among the partici-
pants in the tournament.

He also hoped that as chess is
likely to be an event for the 2019 SEA
Games, all Penang and Malaysian
players would work hard to qualify
to represent the country.

Also present at the opening cere-
mony were PCA president See Swee
Sie, PCA vice-president Tan Eng
Seong, Penang STEM general man-
ager Richard Chung Chok Yin, Wah
Seong director Pauline Tan, Penang
Sports Council board member Datuk
Dr GPDoraisamy and PCA immedi-
ate past president Lee Ewe Ghee.



Tamil education
conference passes
11 resolutions

A TOTAL of 11 resolutions on
strengthening of Tamil education in
the country were passed at the two-
day Tamil Education National Con-
ference which was held in Seberang
Jaya on Nov 27.

Bagan Dalam assemblyman M.
Satees presented the 11 resolutions
during the closing ceremony of the
conference.

Deputy Chief Minister I Prof Dr
P.Ramasamy said the most impor-
tant resolution was to appoint more
Indian officers at all levels including
the Ministry of Education, state edu-
cation departments and district edu-
cation offices who would represent
and focus on the needs and impor-
tance of Tamil education in this

country.

“Therefore, I will hold a meeting
with Education Minister Dr Mazlee
Malik to deliver these resolutions.

“Thanks to all parties involved in
this conference and for providing
various ideas to improve the quality

of Tamil education in Malaysia,”
Ramasamy, who is also state Eco-
nomic Planning, Education, Human
Capital Development and Science,
Technology & Innovation commit-
tee chairman, said at the closing
ceremony of the event.

It is understood that among other
resolutions passed, is to establish a
Tamil National Type School (SJKT)
in a high Indian population area and
to establish the post of deputy educa-
tion minister by appointing an In-
dian representative.

To meet the challenges of the
Industrial Revolution 4.0, delegates
also suggested that Tamil education
prioritise the forming of a curriculum
that will produce students who are
highly skilled, equipped with high
human capital value and also capable
of meeting the challenges of the In-
dustry Revolution 4.0.

Distribution of government al-
location to Tamil schools should be
implemented in a transparent man-

ner and allocations must be chan-
neled directly to the school.

During the two-day conference,
participants also pointed out that a
new approach should be established
for Tamil education which includes
formal and informal education using
the latest technology applications as
well as collaboration between public
and private sectors being utilised in
efforts to uplift Tamil education in
Malaysia.

In addition, the Malaysian gov-
ernment should provide allocations
for the establishment of kindergar-
tens in every SJKT.

They also must provide annual
assistance to the kindergartens.

Three other resolutions are to
provide sufficient trained teachers
for Tamil national schools, expand-
ing of teaching of Tamil classes in
lower and secondary schools and the
setting up of the Tamil National
Education Development Committee
at the central level.

Ramasamy (second from left) joining

other VIP guests at the launch of IcoTech2018.

Bridging ties for scientific engagement

THE first International Confer-
ence on Technology and Humani-
ties (IcoTech2018) was organised
recently by KDU Penang Univer-
sity College at its Penang campus.

Held on Nov 17 and 18, Ic-
oTech seeks to meld ideas on
science, technology, business as
well as humanities in light of In-
dustry 4.0.

The theme of the conference
was “Envisioning Challenges”.

Research experts from interna-
tional, public and private universi-
ties presented their latest research

papers and novel innovations.

Deputy Chief Minister II Prof
Dr P. Ramasamy, who attended as
a guest of honour, stressed on the
importance of education, value of
history, economy, science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathe-
matics (STEM) and so forth.

He also introduced the pride of
Penang to the delegates, which are
Tech Dome, Penang Science Clus-
ter, Digital Library and Penang
Science Development Centre.

“IcoTech2018 is a wide plat-
form to explore the latest research

and applications of algorithms,
theories and applications in the
fields of engineering, computer
sciences, information technolo-
gy, management as well as the
humanities aspect,” added Dr
Gomesh Nair, head of Centre for
Research and Innovation and also
the Chairman of Icotech2018.
Also present were Associate
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Univer-
sity of Lincoln, UK Dr David
Cobham and Deputy Vice Chan-
cellor of University of Lincoln,
UK, Professor Toby Wilkinson.
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Tan (left) and SJKC Sacred Heart headmistress Khaw Chiew Hong

with the books they received from GTWHI.

Promoting heritage
education in schools

GEORGE Town World Heritage In-
corporated (GTWHI) celebrated its
10th anniversary by donating cultural
heritage books to schools.

GTWHI Cultural Heritage Re-
search and Development manager
Chuah Ai Kheng said GTWHI, under
its Cultural Heritage Book Gifting
Programme, was aiming at donating
100 sets of books to schools in Penang
to promote heritage education.

“Each set contains seven books
worth RM750. The titles of the books
are Memori di George Town, George
Town Our Stories, George Town’s
Historic Commercial & Precinct, Lit-
tle India of George Town, The Fourth
Presidency of India, Penang’s Living
Legacy: Heritage Traders of George
Town, and Epitaph: The Northam
Road Protestant Cemetery George
Town,” she said on Nov 22 when two
schools in Balik Pulau benefitted from
the programme — SJKC Sacred Heart
and SMJK Sacred Heart.

SMIK Sacred Heart principal Tan
Sin Cheong thanked GTWHI for

donating the collection of cultural
heritage books to the secondary and
primary schools.

“We are very grateful to be chosen
to receive these books as they will
enable our students to understand
more about the rich history of Penang
and the heritage buildings in George
Town.

“We need to learn the rich history
of our city and to know the importance
of preserving our heritage buildings,”
Tan said in his speech.

Penang Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said it was
crucial to understand the history and
culture of George Town and Penang.

“A city without heritage, history or
when people begin to forget these
important elements, is like a ‘body
without a soul’.

“T hope that more people will un-
derstand the uniqueness of Penang and
appreciate our history through this
meaningful programme,” he said in
his speech.
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Thumbs-up for Penang Sentral

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Mohamad

THE opening of the long-awaited
Penang Sentral in Butterworth on Nov
22, was generally well received by the
public.

By 8am that day, the new transport
hub in the northern region was bustling
with commuters rushing to catch trains,
buses or taxis.

“As today is the first day of opera-
tion, I feel worried as I did not know
how to get tickets. But the personnel
at the information counter helped me.
Thanks to such a good system and
facilities, this transport hub is benefi-
cial for the public,” Vimala Elangko-
van, 31, told Buletin Mutiara in an
interview.

Another passenger, Salfaizah Os-
man, 40, also gave her thumbs up after
dropping by to see the new facility.

“We’ve waited for many years.I'm
happy it’s finally over. I feel this place
is very safe to wait for buses. On top
of that,Penang Sentral is well equipped,
with food outlets, ticketing counters,
waiting bays, parking areas and so
forth.”

Penang Sentral, owned and man-
aged by Malaysian Resources Corpo-

ration Berhad (MRCB), is built on
290,000 sq ft of land.

Its construction started in 2007 but
was delayed by land acquisition issues
and other factors.

Penang Sentral has 38 express bus
bays, ticket counters, self-service tick-
eting kiosks, retail stores, taxi counters,
information counters, waiting rooms,
indoor walkways of the ferry, shops
and food outlets to accommodate the
needs of travellers.

The hub, which can accommodate
3,000 to 4,000 passengers per day, will
link bus and taxi services to the But-
terworth KTM train station and Peng-
kalan Sultan Abdul Halim ferry termi-
nal.

MRCB executive vice-president
Datuk Dell Akhbar Khan said there are
many more facilities for the public to
utilise in Penang Sentral.

“There are also self-service ticket-
ing kiosks, which make it easier for
everyone to purchase tickets. Other
facilities include fingerprint luggage
options and mobile lockers.

“At present, there are more than 80
employees to carry out various tasks.
In order to improve the service, the
management has also specially ar-
ranged service personnel to answer
public queries,” said Dell.
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PLUS launches RFID
for toll payments

IN an effort to offer more con-
venience and options to motorists
using the Penang Bridge and But-
terworth-Kulim Expressway, high-
way concessionaire Plus Malaysia
Bhd (PLUS) will launch a pilot run
of its PLUS RFID open payment
system beginning Dec 15.

The launch of the PLUS RFID
pilot programme also marks PLUS’
efforts to support the vision of the
Malaysian Highway Authority
(MHA) towards modernising the
nation’s highways to be world-
class in terms of safety, efficiency
and quality.

“The PLUS RFID pilot project
is aimed at increasing options for
drivers to pay toll on PLUS-oper-
ated highways in the future, and is
in line with PLUS’ mission to de-
liver intuitive and positive travel
experiences for Malaysian com-
munities on the move through
technology and innovation,” said
PLUS managing director Datuk
Azman Ismail at the launch in
Queens Bay Mall on Nov 24.

“When fully implemented, the
PLUS RFID will give Malaysian

drivers freedom of choice and more
convenience at minimising delays
caused by insufficient balance or
failure to top up, “ he added.

Also present were exco for
Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture and Arts Yeoh Soon Hin,
Visa country manager for Malay-
sia, Ng Kong Beng, country man-
ager, Malaysia and Brunei, Perry
Ong and Microsoft Malaysia
managing director K. Raman.

Malaysian drivers planning to
participate in this public pilot pro-
ject in the north can register at
www.plusmiles.com.my.rfid.

Upon registration, drivers will
be advised to visit designated
PLUS RFID Fitment Centres at
Penang Bridge and BKE starting
from Dec 15.

“The drivers in Penang will be
the first to experience and enjoy
PLUS RFID upon registering at the
PLUSMiles portal and obtaining
their tags at the fitment centres,”
Azman said at the launch in con-
junction with the Penang Bridge
International Marathon 2018 where
PLUS is also a sponsor.

Yeoh (fourth from left) and other sponsors giving the thumbs up at the launch of PLUS RFID at
Queensbay Mall.
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Three-pronged
strategy to
enhance

SMEs

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

THE state government has adopted a
three-pronged approach to nurture the
small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
in Penang.

Firstly, is the establishment of a
SMART Centre which serves as a
one-stop centre to facilitate SMEs to
expand their business.

Secondly a four-storey (160,000sq
ft) building in Bayan Lepas Industrial
Park to boost the SMEs up the value
chain and help to reduce business cost
by providing the option to rent at
subsidised rental rates.

Thirdly, Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) has developed the
150-acre SME Village to cater to the
needs of the SMEs as well as to get
closer to the MNCs.

“On top of that, recently in March,
the state government also came up
with the Penang i4.0 Seed Fund (US$1
million) to accelerate the growth of
technopreneur start-ups in Penang.

“In order to drive the Industry 4.0

transformation agenda forward, the
federal government, under the Na-
tional Budget 2019, has allocated
RM210 million to support the transi-
tion and migration to Industry 4.0 in
the next three years,” said Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who at-
tended the Penang SME Connextion
2018 on Nov 27.

“And RM2 billion to incentivise
SMEs to invest in automation and
modernisation and a RM3 billion fund
with subsidy incentive of 2% for the
adoption of smart technology,” he
added.

Some 200 representatives from
SMEs participated in the one-day
seminar organised by investPenang
where various discussion sessions
were also held with agencies and
companies such as MIDA, MDeC,
MATRADE, MIDF, SME Corp,
Robert Bosch and Inari.

Also present were investPenang
special investment adviser and direc-
tor Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon and
investPenang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian.
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Jagdeep in a discussion with some of the Medan Ria Apartment management corporation committee
members.

State govt contributes RM195,000 to
help upgrade three apartment lifts

MEDAN Ria Apartment residents
received some good news when their
application for the upgrading of three
lifts was approved by the Penang
government.

Datok Keramat assemblyman
Jagdeep Singh, who is also the state
Housing, Town, Country Planning
and Local Government Committee
chairman, presented the letter of ap-
proval to Medan Ria Apartment
management corporation chairman
Ong Ee Sen and his committee mem-
bers at the apartment on Nov 27.

“I’m happy to announce that the
application for the upgrading of three
lifts costing RM244,000 has been
approved,” Jagdeep told the residents.

“Under the Penang Maximum
80% Maintenance Fund (TPMSO0PP),
the state government will pay 80%
(RM195,200) while the residents will
pay 20% (RM48,800).

“This initiative was started by the
Penang government in 2013 and since
then, it has received a very positive
response.

“In 2013, we received only eight
applications while this year, we have
received 96 applications. In all, we
have received a total of 209 applica-

tions until today, out of which 359
projects had been approved at a cost
of RM31.08 million.”

Also present at the meeting were
Medan Ria Apartment management
corporation committee members, in-
cluding adviser Choo Shing Lai and
secretary Goh Hui Min, some of the
residents and state Housing Depart-
ment principal assistant secretary
(Housing) Ainul Fadhilah Samsudi
and senior assistant secretary Mohd
Fauzy Mohd Yusoff.

Choo, on behalf of the residents,
thanked the state government for the
financial help as the electronic system
for the lifts are now obsolete.

He said the apartment comprised
185 units.

Jagdeep also thanked Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow for allocating
RM6.8 million for the fund when
announcing Budget 2019 two weeks
ago.

“This is one of the highest alloca-
tions I have received, in fact double
than before and it will enable me to
continue my work for the people’s
benefits.

“This is proof that the state govern-
ment is caring and what we can save

through the practice of competency,
accountability and transparency
(CAT) administration, we give back
to the rakyat.

“The chief minister appreciates
and understands the importance of
this fund to help those in need of help.
This project is going to continue to be
very healthy.”

Jagdeep also revealed that he had
met Housing and Local Government
Minister Zuraida Kamaruddin in June
to seek her help in approving several
projects as well as providing funds for
housing projects in Penang.

According to Jagdeep, the state
Housing Department had written to
the Housing Ministry on Nov 23 re-
questing aid of RM14 million for the
1Malaysia Maintenance Fund
(TP1M) and RM600,000 for the
maintenance of two PPR (low-cost
housing) projects.

“We’ve to have a new outlook.
Previously, we can’t rely on the fed-
eral government for help. Now that
we’re of the same family (under Pa-
katan Harapan), I'm certain we can
get something. We’ve limited re-
sources. With some federal funding,
Wwe can execute more projects.”

Sweet win for sisters after bagging
cash in drawing, colouring contests

FOR many years, Buletin Mutiara has
been the reading material for the
Chew sisters.

Undergraduate Chew Wan Yii, 24,
said that she kept herself updated with
the news by reading the Penang gov-
ernment’s publication.

“The news is current, and I love
reading news about arts events.

“Aside from publishing interesting
news, Buletin Mutiara also provides
aplatform for the younger generation
to showcase their talent.

“Students get to take part in vari-
ous competitions such as the ‘Saya
Anak Malaysia’ poster design com-
petition and the ‘Bakat Si Cilik’ col-
ouring contest,” Wan Yii said when
met at the State Information Unit in
Komtar on Nov 23.

Wan Yii took home RM300 for
placing second in the poster design
competition.

Wan Yii, who is currently studying
Diploma in Multimedia at Wawasan
Open University, said she taught art

during her free time.

“I learnt how to draw and paint
from young. I became interested in
arts at the age of 10 and began taking
part in arts competitions when I was
12,” she said.

Wan Yii’s younger sister Yu Q4i, 10,
also bagged a RM50 consolation prize
in the “Bakat Si Cilik” colouring
contest.

Wan Yii said both she and her
sister self-learned how to create beau-
tiful art.



damper

marathon
runners

Story by K.H. Ong and
Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

DESPITE the rainy weather, the
Penang Bridge International Mara-
thon (PBIM) 2018 was well managed
as many participants exhibited great
enthusiasm and high spirits in com-
pleting the full and half marathons.

After the full marathon was fired
off at 1.30am and the half marathon
at 3am on Nov 25, the organisers were
forced to cancel the 10km event,
which was scheduled to start at
6.30am, when the weather turned bad,
with lightning and thunderstorms
occurring then.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the organising committee felt sad
they had to cancel the 10km event and
hoped that the runners would come
back next year.

“On behalf of the state govern-
ment, I want to express our apprecia-
tion for your understanding that the
10km run had to be cancelled due to
weather conditions,” Chow said in his
speech before the prize-giving cere-
mony at the car park area near
Queensbay Mall.

“And I hope this decision will not
dampen our spirit for a healthy life-
style. Let us continue to be active
throughout the year and let us meet
again in 2019 for another exciting
Penang Bridge International Mara-
thon.

“The state government has long
been an advocate of healthy living,
and the Penang Bridge International
Marathon reflects the state’s motto of
‘Safer, Cleaner, Greener and Health-
ier Penang’.

“I believe the PBIM has popular-
ised long distance running as a fun

Chow firing off the participants of the Penang Bridge International Marathon.

and accessible sports for both amateur
and professional runners in Penang
and the region.

“Long distance running is not
merely a sport but also a test of pa-
tience and perseverance. American
marathon runner John Bingham fa-
mously quoted “The miracle isn’t that
I finished. The miracle is that I had
the courage to start.”

This year’s Penang Bridge In-
ternational Marathon attracted
over 26,000 participants with
5,700 for the full marathon, 8,500
for the half marathon and 12,000
for the 10km.

A total of RM259.200 attractive

cash prizes were up for grabs for the
top 10 winners of each category.
Also present at the prize-giving
ceremony were Yang diPertua Negri
Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas, Deputy
Minister of Tourism, Arts and Culture
Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan Chik,
PBIM organising chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin, PLUS managing director
Datuk Azman Ismail, Penang Ama-
teur Athletics Association president
Datuk Syed Mohd Aidid Syed Mur-
taza, state exco members Phee Boon
Poh and Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain
and Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi.
Yeoh, who is also the state Tourism

Development, Heritage, Culture and
Arts Committee chairman, said: “We
are more concerned with the safety of
the participants and did not want any
untoward incidents.”

“This is the first time in the his-
tory of the Penang Bridge Interna-
tional Marathon that we had to cancel
an event. We could not delay the event
because the Penang Bridge needs to
be reopened by 10am.

“With a heavy heart we had to
cancel it although I know that many
of the runners were eager to take part.
This year, the Putrajaya night mara-
thon was also cancelled due to bad
weather.”

Champs for the third time at the Penang Bridge marathon

ARMY man Nik Fakaruddin Ismail,
33, and tax consultant Loh Chooi
Fern, 26,emerged as the best Malay-
sian men’s and women’s finishers
respectively at the Penang Bridge
International Marathon.

With their victory on Nov 25, both
coincidentally have won the title
three times each.

Nik Fakaruddin clinched a hat-
trick from 2016 to 2018 while Loh
came out tops in 2015, 2017 and
2018. Loh finished second in 2016.

“My consistent training paid off,”
said Nik Fakaruddin, who is a cor-
poral attached with the Kem Pusat
Cemerlang Olahraga Tentera Darat
in Sungai Besi.

“When it rained in the evening, I
switched my training to night time.
I tried not to miss a single training
session every day. Sometimes, my
training included gym workouts.”

In the race, the last 4km were
“tough” for Nik Fakaruddin as he ran
against strong winds and in the rain.
Yet, he managed to clock 2 hours 45
minutes 54 seconds to be the best
Malaysian men’s finisher, ahead of
Mohamad Helmi Azri (2:46.12) and

Ow Yong Jin Kuang (3:03.06).

Nik Fakaruddin’s personal best is
2:40:03 which he achieved in 2016.

The win earned him RMS5,000
apart from the RM 1,000 for finishing
ninth overall.

Loh clocked 3:17:30 for her per-
sonal best, bettering her winning time
of 3:18:44 set in the Standard Char-
tered KL Marathon this year.

Noor Amelia Musa, who is Nik
Fakaruddin’s wife, came second in
3:24:57 while Tho Siaw Khim was
third in 3:27:03.

“T felt like vomiting in today’s
race, especially with Skm to go when
running against a strong headwind.
I’'m happy with the victory,” said
Loh, who said she would use the
RMS5,000 top prize for her ACCA
studies.

While she was the best local
women’s runner, she finished sev-
enth overall.

For Noor Amelia, 32, it was her
first attempt at a full marathon after
having carved her name in the half
marathon races.

“My husband encouraged me to
switch to full marathon,” said Noor

Amelia, a corporal attached to Pu-
lapol.

Noor Amelia won RM3,000 for

finishing second and another
RM1,000 for finishing eighth overall.
She and Nik Fakaruddin headed back
to Kelantan to pick up their one-and-
a-half-year old daughter, Nik Irdina
Auliya, from her mother who helped
to babysit for two weeks so that “we
could focus on our marathon train-
ing”.
The Men’s Open and Women’s
Open full marathon events were
dominated by foreign runners as
expected.

James Cherutich Tallam of Kenya
captured the Men’s Open event in
2:24.23, followed by Anouar El
Ghouz of Morocco (2:26:10) and
Stephen Mungathia Mugambi of
Kenya (2:27:59).

Kenyan athletes swept all the top
six places in the Women’s Open full
marathon with Peninah Kigen win-
ning the event in 2:46:54, followed
by Margaret Njuguna (2:47:19) and
Edinah Jeruto (2:48:11).

Tallam and Kigen pocketed
RM?22 000 each for their victories.

Full Results:

Full Marathon Men’s Open: 1.
James Cherutich Tallam
(Ken) 2:24:23,2. Anouar El Ghouz
(Mor) 2:26:10, 3. Stephen Mun-
gathia Mugambi (Ken) 2:27:59.
Full Marathon Men’s Veteran:
1. Josephn Mwangi Ngare
(Ken) 2:34:37,2. Benard Kiplangat
Kibilo (Ken) 2:40:20, 3. Adul
Thongsamool (Tha) 3:03:15.

Full Marathon Women’s Open:
1. Peninah Kigen (Ken) 2:46:54,2.
Margaret Njuguna (Ken) 2:47:19,
3. Edinah Jeruto (Ken) 2:48:11.
Full Marathon Women’s Veter-
an: 1. Julia Wangui Njari
(Ken) 2:58:30, 2. Tallam Rebecca
Jerotich (Ken) 3:21:26,3. Caroline
Ngugi (Ken) 3:21:29.

Half Marathon Men’s Open: 1.
Mburu John Muiruri (Ken) 1:07:26,
2. Geoffrey Birgen (Ken) 1:07:34,
3. James Munyi Maregu
(Ken) 1:09:29.

Half Marathon Men’s Veteran:
1. Dominic Watkins (Bri) 1:22.43,
2. A. Vadiveelu (Mas) 1:24:24, 3.
S. Genesan (Mas) 1:25:35.

Half Marathon Women’s Open:
1. Rutto Beatrice Jepkorir
(Ken) 1:24:20, 2. Jackline Nzivo
(Ken) 1:25:28, 3. S. Sheela
(Mas) 1:31:48.

Half Marathon Women’s Vet-
eran: 1. Barbara Aeur
(Ger) 1:34:16, 2. Anna Helowicz
(Bri) 1:38:35, 3. Susan Khoo
(Mas) 1:43:31.

Full Marathon (Malaysian men
only): 1. Nik Fakaruddin Ismail
(2:45:54),2.Mohamad Helmi Azri
(2:46:12), 3. Ow Yong Jin Kuang
(3:06:18).

Full Marathon (Malaysian wom-
en only): 1. Loh Chooi Fern
(3:17:30), 2 Noor Amelia Musa
(3:24:57), 3.Tho Siaw Khim
(3:27:03).

Half Marathon (Malaysian men
only): 1. Poovasanthan (1:16:46),
2. S. Christopher (1:17:23), 3.
Sivaneshwaran (1:19:57).

Half Marathon (Malaysian
women only): 1. S. Sheela
(1:31.48), 2. S. Sanggeetha
(1:36:10), 3. Prisheilade-
vi (1:43:27).
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Whether for couples or families, everything is well provided for at
Boulder Valley to ensure quality bonding time in tranquil surroundings.

Experience fun
of ‘elamping’

Story by Victor Seow .
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud -
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THOSE who love glamping, a fu-
sion of glamour and camping where
the wonders of nature meet modern
luxury, can now head on to Boulder
Valley in Teluk Bahang for that
unique experience.

Boulder Valley had its soft launch
on Nov 24 which was attended by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
exco member for Tourism Develop-
ment, Heritage, Culture and Arts
Yeoh Soon Hin.

Surrounded by lush greenery
with a land area covering 24 acres, ficing creature comforts. without water supply, electricity nor
Boulder.Valley offers a.unique Way  yids love it when they are frolicking in an outdoor green environment “This site was an abandonedrub-  any infrastructure available. But
to experience nature without sacri-  and one which gives peace of mind to their parents. ber estate with only earth track today, it has been transformed well
beyond my expectations. What we
witnessed today is the completion
of the first phase of Boulder Valley

BANDAR CASILA, BATU KAWARN = -
- M , o _ Glamping with a total cost of RM25
Mj I l IPUNG ! million,” Chow said in his speech.
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RESIDENSI UCECUTE - : “I was really impressed that the

TELUK KUIMBAR company, Amazing Discovery Sdn

{ Bhd, can preserve the original envi-

HARGA JUALAN | . HARGAJUALAN ronment while making it more
««168,000- § ~200,000- : convenient to others. It showcases
220,000 WP : - 250,000 Y | an example of sustainable ecotour-

HELLASAN ALIMAM : 5 - - v KELLASAN RLMAH
SO0 - 1000 kakl persegh A%0 - 1000 kahl parsagl |

ism p ractice whereby the natural
environment is preserved while re-
leasing the economic potential.

“Iunderstand that while the total
land area is 24 acres, only 4.5% has
been used for the built-up while the
rest of the site is retained in its
original state. It takes a lot of deter-
mination and dedication to achieve
: what you see today,” the chief

HARGA JUALAN . -t : ‘ - 8 &4 | minister noted.
m250,000- Silhes T f I S Also present were Penang Island
300,000 ; % § | City Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk

HELLIAS AN BLIMAH . gy Yew Tung Seang, Teluk Bahang

s e o - assemblyman Zolkifly Md Lazim,

Amazing Discovery chairman Heah
Gek Huah and executive director
f‘ rd Nina Lee and Tourism & Culture
pﬁ%‘f?ﬁ Ministry Penang director Jonathan
Freddy Bagang.




Pets fair helps
create love, care &3

for animals

Story & Pix by K.Thaarshenii

THE “Pet Fair 2018 attracted many
animal lovers as it showcased vari-
ous breeds in many beautiful ways.

Held in Nibong Tebal on Dec 1,
about 40 participants took part in
the event that was exemplified by
human-animal bonding.

Jawi assemblyman H’ng Mooi
Lye, who officiated the fair, said the
goal of the carnival was to create a
society that cares about the welfare
of pets as well as efforts to address
animal issues.

“Pets are domestic animals or
animals that are domesticated to be
friends and for protection or enter-
tainment. Keeping pets is actually
very beneficial,” H’ng said in his
speech.

“Among the benefits to health
that you can get when you have a

pet at home is that it eliminates
stress and relieves depression. It will
release endorphin hormones from
the brain that will make you more
confident, feel happier and positive-
minded.

“In addition, it can prevent al-
lergy in children. Many say allergy
is caused by animal fur but studies
show that children living with pets
are more resistant to allergies, fever
and eczema.

“Even if your children are less
than six months old, it will strength-
en them from allergies.

“Another benefit of having ani-
mals is safety. For example, if a dog
sniffs out the presence of fire or feels
its master’s house is broken into by
a thief, the dog will bark to alert
others. Similarly with cats, they are
also good guards!”

H’ng said Pet Fair is an opportu-

l‘"
-

Participants posing for a photograph with their pets together with H’'ng(sixth from left).

or torture them. Cats are also like
people who need love. They can
also take care of the house espe-
cially from rat threats.

nity to make more people realise the
value of animals and appreciate
them.

“Never throw a cat to the streets

“Hence, loving or appreciating
pets brings great benefits as they
are also creatures of God,” H’ng
added.

Chow placmg a wreath to pay respects to the fallen heroes.

Call to end all wars

THE 17th Annual Remembrance
Day organised by the Penang Vet-
erans Association was held on Nov
18 at the Cenotaph - Penang War
Memorial, Esplanade.

Remembrance Day is a gesture
of honouring the fallen heroes dur-
ing World War I.

This year also marks the 100th year
since the First World War officially
ended on Nov 11, 1918 and the Ceno-
taph was built as a reminder of the war.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
joined the Malaysian and non-Ma-
laysian veterans, servicemen, mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps, organi-
sations and individuals to pay tribute
to the perished war heroes and took
part in the wreath-laying ceremony.

“Penang did not experience much
impact from the war (World War I)
except that the German Cruiser SM'S

Emden sank two ships in the Straits
of Malacca, north of Muka Head in
Penang.

“They were the Russian Cruiser
Zhemchug and French destroyer Mous-
quet. Some of the Russian sailors who
lost their lives were buried in Pulau
Jerejak,” he said at the event.

“I take this solemn Remembrance
Day ceremony with utmost respect
to the fallen heroes and humbly join
all of you to remember, honour and
show gratitude to all those who either
perished or were maimed and also to
their families.

“All of us and our children are enjoy-
ing freedom today due to their sacri-
fices. So, let us remember them by
ending all wars of violence and declare
war only on ignorance, poverty, dis-
crimination, racism, hatred, extremism
and corruption!” Chow added.
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Premis Makanan BeSS akan sentiasa:

0

! Mempromosikan saiz

_Hmn““ hidangan makanan yang
pilihan makanan Al ey
yang lebih sihat -

keperuan individu

Cara Memohon:

Lengkapkan Borang Pemohonan BeSS vang boleh diperolehi di:

o Bahagian Keselamatan Dan Kualiti Makanan (BKKM),Tingkat 38, KOMTAR
atau hubungi talian BKKM: 04-262 5533.

« Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah.

* Laman Web: hitp://fsq.moh.gov.my.

Tiada sebarang caj dikenakan.
Pengiktirafan ini adalah PERCUMA.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM .
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

{T% 04 -383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04-262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

{T; 04 -390 5109
F) 04 -390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

M

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

{T{ 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtalb Mohd. Ishaq

U]

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal. mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadziamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

{T% 013-399 0519
F) 04-5511442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

U]

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli llbrahim

n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim nan: v.m

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

}T% 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

In Conjunction with “City Day”

Sempena Harl Bandaraya

1st January 2019 (Tuesday) = 7.00 a.m. = Beach Street, Penang

1 Januari 2018 {Hari Selasa) = 7.00 pagi= Lebuh Pantai, Pulau Pinang

1hb Januari 2019
City Walk
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAIJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MPSP 2018
Nama Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390

Nor

Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
Kewarganegaraan

Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 04 - 650 5556

1. Elemperu Valuthi Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 018 - 467 0037

2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549

No.1, Jalan Relau,
Balik Pulau.

3. K. Krishnasamy

Seberang Perai
Utara

Tingkat 1, Pejabat Daerah SPU, 012 - 488 1553

Bertam Kepala Batas.

4. P. Rachenamorthy

Seberang Perai
Tengah

Pejabat Bangunan MPSP 019 - 4572271

Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam

5. Nakulan A/L
Muthumanikam

Seberang Perai
Selatan

Tingkat Dua, Kompleks
Pejabat-Pejabat Kerajaan SPS,
14200, Jawi.

010 - 462 0073

Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

A'ziss Zainal Abiddin 017 -938 9192
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923
David Marshel a/I 019 - 412 3397
Pakianathan
Dr. Seow Kweng Tian 012 - 507 2229
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 -261 2460
Jason Raj a/l 014-9058113
Kirupanantha
Johnson a/I 012 - 424 5745
Anthonysamy
Kang Yau Chuang 010 - 829 3904
Khong Chee Seong 011 -1522 6628
Kumaran A/L Krishnan 012 - 464 4697
Marshidaliza Marzuki 011 - 3929 9023
Mohd Saifullah Abd. 013-770 1001
Nasir 013 - 503 3349
Mohd Sharmizan O11-1110 6456
Mohamad Nor
Mohamad Akmal Azhar 019-518 5145
Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779
016 - 445 5709
Ooi Yong Wooi 016-4211196
Shuhada Abdul Rahim 010-3807672
Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Tan Cheong Heng 012 - 487 3101
Tengku Rasidah Tengku 019 -473 1323
Kamarudin
Wong Chee Keet 012-4511312
Zaini Awang 019-5463115
Zulkiply Ishak 013 -431 6161

MBPP 2018
Nama Telefon
MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818
Aidi Akhbal Mohamed Zainon 012 - 464 3004
Azahari Aris 016 - 499 2580
Azli Ibrahim 011 - 2432 9007
Dr. Chee Heng Leng 017 - 333 9366
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321
Gerald Mak Mun Keong 016 - 452 6499
Gooi Seong Kin 016 - 457 1271
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250
Singh
Kaliyappan a/I P. Renganathan | 012 - 407 7276
Latifah Hussainsa 013 -436 1999
Nurliyana Mohd Ramzi 011 - 3922 4080
Nur Zarina Zakaria 011 -1578 5098
Ong Kean Peng 012-629 1133
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 463 2787
Shahrudin Mohamed Shariff 012 - 428 3160
Shung Yin Ni 012-413 9246
Tan Hooi Peng 012 - 498 6212
Tan Seng Keat 012 - 438 6191
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vino Dini a/p Chandragason 016 - 439 9358
Pitchy
Wong Yuee Harng 016 -439 92121

EDITORIAL

Editors :
Christopher Tan (English)
Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)

G. Revatic (Tamil)

Writers :

Danny Ooi, M. Tanushalini, Victor Seow,
Ong Kok Hoay, Thaarshenii Kumar (English)
Cheah Lay Ping, Wong Boon Foei,
Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin (Chinese)
J. Patmavathy(Tamil)

Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian,
Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
Alvie Cheng, Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis,
Chan Kok Kuan and Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi

Graphic Designers :
Idzham Ahmad and Nur Afigah Zainudi

Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:

Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang
Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923
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Companies need to embrace
DTAP to move forward

WITH the Industry 4.0 transforma-
tion and the digital economic
growth taking place across the
globe, the state government has
stepped forward in preparing Pen-
ang to adapt to the changes.

“The state government continues
to encourage companies to engage
in the 4.0 transformation and the
digital economic growth. Recently
(Oct 31) Prime Minister Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad launched the
National Policy on Industry 4.0
which is indeed a timely reminder
to industry players to buck up in
terms of production technology,”
said Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow who attended the 30th anni-
versary of Kamen Steels Industry
on Dec 1.

“Four days ago I officiated the
Penang SME Connextion Seminar
organised by investPenang where
the Malaysia Digital Economy
Corporation (MDEC) presented on
Digital Transformation Accelera-
tion Programme (DTAP). This is a
new joint initiative between MDEC
and Malaysian Investment Devel-
opment Authority (MIDA) to pro-
vide support and incentives targeted
to Malaysian companies focused on
manufacturing and logistics.

“The state encourages local large

companies and SMEs in Penang to
take the opportunity to accelerate
on your digital transformation
through initiatives such as DTAP.

“We are confident that Penang
will remain a thriving growth hub
for many years to come which is in
line with the Penang 2030 aspira-
tions which is aimed at making a
model for the nation as well as the
world,” Chow added.

Chow shared some of the bene-
fits that DTAP could offer, such as
digital transformation labs (DTL)
which would provide a structured
approach including consultancy and
expertise in developing and execut-
ing the digital transformation pilot.

“Deloitte, Bosch, Digital McK-
insey, Roland Berger are among
MDEC’s DTL partners. Apart from
that, there is also the DTAP Pilot
Grant- outcome based matching
grant (1:1) to cater for expenditure
incurred for DTAP approved ac-
tivities,” he added.

Also present were CEO of Ka-
men Steel Industries Sdn Bhd Datuk
Fan Kam Meng and deputy CEO
Datin Catherine Low.

Kamen Steel Industries which is
a Penang grown manufacturer is
headquartered at the Bukit Minyak
Industrial Park.

School uniform vouchers
worth RM 30,000 for

needy students

"

Jagdeep (fifth row, centre) posing with the recipients and some of
their parents, JKKK representatives and his team members at the
school uniform vouchers presentation ceremony.

Preoccupation with death

Feeings ol helplesness,

Feelings of worthlessness, guilt,
shome and self-hafred

From I-Life Suicide Prevention Campaign

WARNING 3IGNS OF SUICIDE

hopelessness and being rapped

90% of those who die by suicide hove
at least one menlal health condifion: with

Change in oppetite and weight

SYMPTOMS OF DEPRESSION

(7 Sucioe PREVENTION CAMPAIGN

BHEEERED
Fatigue, teeling easlly tired
F "'-".... f Feeling unwell without med - '/ '
U causes - WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY
Unabie ta focus of make decisions HREEKEE
SEPTEMBER 10TH hB8+8
Hopelessness, helplassnes and
seli-blame

frem menlal health professionals!

i someone threatens to take his or her [ife.

|. Never promise confidenfiality

2. Ensure the person is not left alone and
seek professional help!

and encourage help-seeking

m for professional help

WORKING TOGETHER
TO PREVENT SUICIDE

B CiNBRER

A d-slep approoch when dealing with
someane who k sulcidal

mprmwl- dharﬂ;:.d being the mosl BERSAMA MENCEGAH
EEATHTIEY, S i and listen compassionalely BUNUH DIRI
Depression Is frealoble, so do seek help

o) Appreciated / Bl

wanw.lacebock.com/3PC. Penang/

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

A TOTAL of 500 students in the
Datok Keramat constituency re-
cently received school uniform
vouchers from its assemblyman
Jagdeep Singh at Komtar in
George Town.

Jagdeep, who is also the state
Housing, Town, Country Planning
and Local Government Commit-
tee chairman, said he had been
giving out this aid for the past 10
years.

“This is an important pro-
gramme to help those in need of
help. Over the years, the number
of recipients and cost had in-
creased. This year, the expenditure
is the highest at RM30,000 as each
voucher is worth RM60,” Jagdeep
said in his speech at the voucher
presentation ceremony on Dec 1.

“My advice to the students is
that they must listen to the instruc-
tions and advice of their parents.”

The representatives from the
JKKKSs from Jalan P. Ramlee,
Jalan York, Kampong Makam,
Taman Free School, Datok Kera-
mat, Kebun Lama and Kampong
Dodol were present to receive the
vouchers on behalf of the students.

Apart from that, a representa-
tive from Ramakrishna school was
also present to receive the vouch-
ers on behalf of 95 students.



THE clan jetties which are part
of the Unesco heritage sites are
among the many attractions in
Penang that are much treasured
by locals and foreigners as they
hold so many untold stories.

Now to unfold the history
behind the clan jetties, here
comes the “Folklore by the Sea”,
a live theatrical show set in the
heart of Chew Jetty with the aim
of preserving and promoting
their heritage, arts and cultural
values.

“The overall concept and idea
was inspired by our late mother
Madam Tan Beng Choo who
wanted the history to be heard
and passed on to the next gen-
eration,” said Chew Siew Pheng,

the owner of the mini-theatre set
(using part of her house) during
the preview of the show on Nov
30.

“Thus, we have come up with
the idea of using a live show
(drama) and storytelling to reach
out to the public on the historic
significance of the clan jetties.

“We encourage the public to
watch the show. They can either
pre-book their seats or walk in to
enjoy the performance.”

Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi, who attended the
soft launch of “Folklore by the
Sea”, stressed on the importance
of knowing one’s identity, espe-
cially the young people, as well
as preserving it.

Yummy
food fest at
Design
Village

Story by Danny Ooi

IN conjunction with the 2nd an-
niversary of Penang Design
Village Outlet Mall and the
Christmas celebrations, the mall
is having the DVlicious Food
Festival till Dec 30.

The six-weekend festival will
have more than 70 food and
beverages stalls catering to
shoppers every Friday to Sun-
day, S5pm onwards.

“From the award winning
“Most Popular Stall in Penang
Taste 2014” competition, Pen-
ang QQ Char Koay Teow, roast-
ed “kambing golek”, freshly
made Arabian kebab to Malay-
sian traditional kuih “dangai”,
shoppers would definitely be
spoilt for choice when it comes
to food,” state exco member for
Tourism, Culture, Heritage and
Arts Yeoh Soon Hin said when
he launched the DVlicious
Food Festival - the largest food
festival in South Seberang Pe-
rai District at Design Village

Penang Outlet Mall - on Nov 30.

On a related matter, he said
the streets of Penang are re-
nowned as a food paradise
mainly due to its diverse and
exotic mix of Malay, Chinese
and Indian cuisine.

Our street food is unique and
not easily available anywhere
else, he added.

“Ask any local Penangite and
they will tell you that the same
dish in another city can never
taste the same as the ones
cooked in Penang.

“So that’s why Penang was
recognised as having the Best
Street Food in Asia by Time
magazine in 2004,” he said.

Also present were Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik and chief operating officer
of PE Land (Penang) Sdn Bhd,
Andy Song Chung Boon.

For further information, con-
tact customer service hotline at
+604-589 9866 or visit its web-
site at www.designvillage.to-
day

“Who would have thought that
a unit in the clan jetty can be
turned into a setting such as this
to showcase the heritage and
cultural uniqueness?

“George Town is a city full of
stories and this initiative taken
by Ms Chew will be a good plat-
form to tell the whole world the
history of this beautiful city.
Hope this could be part of the
small events in conjunction with
the George Town Festival in
coming years,” Gooi said.

For further enquiries contact
014-2269549/011-62462884 or
email spchew @evoct.com.my or
klchan@evoct.com.my or check
out facebook : Folklore by the
Sea
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for our future, for our

family, we shouid travel aboard

Actors from ‘90s production team’ putting up a splendid theatrical

play at the premiere show.

Our Penang culinary talents did us proud in Ningbo and the state government led by Chow recognises
that.

Recognising our culinary talents

A GROUP of young chefs from Pen-
ang who took part in the Ningbo In-
ternational Young Chefs Challenge
2018 did the state proud by returning
home with Gold, Silver and Bronze
medals in the several categories which
they took part in.

The competition, which took place
on Oct 25 and 26 at the Ningbo Pre-
Vocational College, had the full sup-
port of the Ministry of Human Re-
sources and Social Security of Zheji-
ang Province, China, as well as the
endorsement of the World Association
of Chefs Societies (WorldChefs).

“Our team from Penang with an-
other from Kuala Lumpur jointly
represented Malaysia in the competi-
tion as part of the invited interna-
tional teams. Other international
teams which were invited to compete
were from Australia, the United

States, India, Indonesia, Hong Kong,
Macau, Cambodia, Mongolia, South
Korea and Singapore. The contestants
competed in four categories, namely
Two to Tango, Farm to the Plate,
Ningbo Seafood Challenge and Cold
Display and the top winner of each
category was awarded with a trophy,”
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow told
the media when he met the Penang
team on Dec 5.

Also present during the press con-
ference were exco members Chong
Eng (Women and Family Develop-
ment, Gender Inclusiveness and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs) and Yeoh
Soon Hin (Tourism Development,
Heritage, Culture and Arts), assem-
blymen Joseph Ng (Air Itam), Heng
Lee Lee (Berapit), Chris Lee (Pulau
Tikus), Teh Lai Heng (Komtar) and
H’ng Mooi Lye (Jawi) as well as

Penang Chefs Association (PCA)
president Audee Cheah, immediate
past PCA president Peter Chan, sec-
retary-general Thomas See, director
of competition Darren Tan, Penang
Junior Chef Club chairman Yeap
Thean Su, team manager Khor Ying
Jia and rookie judge Chuah Lay Yen.

Our Penang culinary talents — all
aged below 25 — who met Chow and
had their photo session with the chief
minister were Khoo Shu Xin and
Yeoh Chai Ni (Silver Medal and
Trophy for Overall 2nd Runner-up)
and Kelly Lim Wan Chen & Yeoh
Tzun Ming (Silver Medal) under the
Two to Tango Category while in the
Individual Competition, Kelly Lim
‘Wan Chen won Gold medal, Khoo
Shu Xin and Yeoh Chai Ni won Silver
medals and Yeoh Tzun Ming won
Bronze medal.



Penang Goes

Orange 2018:
The Orange

Penang Bird Pganrk
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PENANG GOES ORANGE (PGO)
is an annual state campaign organ-
ised by exco for Women and Family
Development together with Penang
Women Development Corporation
(PWDC). This year’s campaign is to
promote the awareness of stopping
sexual harassment, with orange as
it’s theme colour. PGO 2018 was
launch on 24 November at Penang
Bird Park.

The Orange Challenge is an inter-
active activity based on the campaign
theme “Stop Sexual Harassment” and
focuses on healthy and fun learning
activities for all. The participating
teams (3-5 members in a team) com-
peted in a series of activities and
quizzes to be eligible for lucky draws.
This event had attracted 1,000 par-
ticipants which were from all age
groups and communities.

The event started at 7.30am with
flag-off by YB Syerleena Abdul
Rashid and Dr Florance Sinniah, both
directors of PWDC. The starting point

of the 2 km walk was at Safira Coun-
try Club entrance and ended at the
entrance of the Penang Bird Park.
After the walk, participants were
given abooklet with a set of questions
and activities to be completed inside
the Bird Park. There were several
booths set-up inside for participants
to complete the activities and at the
same time to enjoy the sights in the
Bird Park. After the participants had
complete the challenge, they were
assembled at the Bird Show Audito-
rium.

PGO 2018’s welcoming speech
was delivered by Ms Ong Bee Leng,
CEO of PWDC. She welcomed
everyone participating in the event
and was grateful that so many had
taken the trouble to wake up so early
in the morning to join the event. It
was encouraging to see families and
friends coming together to show sup-
port for this campaign. Her speech
was followed by the official opening
speech YB.Chong Eng, Penang State
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Flag off by YB Syerleena Abdul
Rashid and Dr Florance Sinniah.
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Now! Altogether “Stop Sexual Harassment”.

EXCO for Women and Family De-
velopment, Gender Inclusiveness and
Religions Other Than Islam. YB.
Chong Eng said according to the
Ministry of Women, Family, and
Community Development, a total of
50,658 cases of rape, incest, molesta-
tion, unnatural sex acts, sexual harass-
ment and domestic violence were

recorded from 2013 to May 2018 in
Malaysia. She also mentioned that
education on sexual harassment
should start from young in order for
children to understand if they have
experienced uncomfortable situa-
tions, they can inform their parents
about it. This will empower them to
take action, such as walk away and

tell an authoritative person.

YB. Chong Eng also announced
that by next month the Penang State
Government will make available
30,000 books on ‘Body Safety’ to
be used by parents and teachers with
the children in order for the young-
er generation to differentiate good
and bad touches as well as to build
rapport with the children so that
they will know who to turn to if they
do face bad situations. In conclud-
ing the speech, YB. Chong Eng said
as asociety, it is everyone’s respon-
sibility to take action to help or
support victims of sexual harass-
ment. She motivated the crowd of
participants by saying aloud “Stop
Sexual Harassment!” in response
with the crowd cheering back the
slogan in Bahasa Malaysia, English,
Mandarin, and Tamil. The event
was concluded with lucky draws
and the Bird Show by Penang Bird
Park.

The wonder mama project

THE Wonder Mama project was or-
ganised by Year 3 bachelor degree
students undertaking Bachelor of Arts
(Hons) in Communications and Public
Relations at KDU Penang University
College. This project was collaborated
with Penang Women’s Development
Corporation (PWDC). PWDC works
towards the transformation of Penang
into an advanced and progressive so-
ciety through the promotion of equal-
ity among all women and men, girls
and boys, regardless of ethnicity, reli-
gion, gender or socioeconomic back-
ground.

The objectives of the project is to
enable single mothers to cultivate their
self-confidence and participate in so-
ciety as responsible individuals as well
as to empower single mothers by edu-
cating them to kickstart their own
online business through various work-
shops.

The project consists of 5 workshops
comprising Business Startup, Bread
Making, Cake Making, Pastry Mak-
ing, and Photography & Digital Mar-

woppe

SMART. STRONG, SUCCESSFUL,

keting.

Mr Thiaggu Letchumanan was
invited to share on the basics of starting
abusiness. Some mothers already had
experience in doing business, thus Mr
Thiaggu’s presentation was designed
to suit both experienced individuals
and also beginners.

Chef Norizan from the School of
Hospitality, Tourism and Culinary Arts
of KDU Penang University College
along with her three students taught the
single mothers on bread, cake and
pastry making. The mothers get to
bring back their product home after the
classes.

The photography & digital market-
ing workshop was conducted by stu-
dents from KDU Penang. The work-

Bread Baking Workshop.

shop covered the basics of taking good
food photography that they can use to
take photos of their products in the
future. Atthe end of the workshop, the
single mothers set up their own Face-
book page for their business.

At the end of 5 weeks, 16 single
mothers were awarded with a certifi-
cate of attendance for participating in
all the modules in the programme. It
was a proud moment as each single
mother get to go on stage to receive
her certificate.

Dr Chong Beng Keok, KDU Penang University College’s Vice-
chancellor with Ms Ong Bee Leng, PWDC’s CEO during the
certificate award ceremony.
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Apartment folk take
part in anti-vice drive

Story & Pix by K.Thaarshenii

THE Pelangi Apartment Rukun
Tetangga in George Town, in col-
laboration with Datuk Selvarajoo
Erulandy, chairman of the Bureau
of Education and Drug Prevention
(eradication) of the northeast re-
gion, hosted an Anti-drug and
Anti-gangsterism seminar on Nov
24.

The seminar, which was held at
Pelangi Apartment Block 5, at-
tracted about 50 residents.

Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen, who launched
the seminar, said it was important for
residents to be aware of gangsterism
and drugs in the community.

Gooi said most of the people

who are involved with drugs are
teenagers.

“Young people use drugs for
reasons like wanting to change
how they feel, they want to feel
better or different,” Gooi said in
his speech.

“Other reasons may include
socialising with friends, peer pres-
sure or the need to be part of a
group, experimenting or wanting
to take risks to escape from psy-
chological or physiological pain.”

Gooi lamented the fact that
many do not know even who their
neighbours are because of their
busy lifestyle.

He said even if a neighbour’s
house is used as a lab for producing
drugs, one might not be aware.

“We should foster good neigh-
bourliness to combat this issue.
“When it comes to gangsterism,
young people are easily influenced
by social ills. So, it’s vital that
parents and teachers play a crucial
role in curbing youth involvement
in crime in schools and at home.
“People involved in gangster-
ism activities are known to be
weak. This is because when they
are not able to find the soft solu-
tion, they will choose the pathway
of violence. In such circumstances,
they are called a weak person.
“Parents should build a close
and trusting relationship with their
child from an early age, and sup-
port and encourage their child to
have more than one group of
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Gooi receiving a souvenir from Selvarajoo. With them is Pelangi
Apartment Rukun Tetangga chairman K. Muniandy.

friends.

“Allow your child to practise
responsibility and develop good
decision-making skills from an
early age. It is better to keep your-

self informed about drugs and edu-
cate your child on the dangers of
drug use. Have open and honest
discussions about drugs,” Gooi
added.

Ode to Ordinary Women

with Extraordlnary Lives

A BOOK to pay tribute to the
extraordinary lives of 29 women
was launched by exco member
for Women and Family Develop-
ment, Gender Inclusiveness and
Non-Islamic Religious Affairs
Chong Eng on Nov 17.

The book, aptly titled “Ordi-
nary Women, Extraordinary
Lives (OWEL)”, features a col-
lection of 29 heart-warming
stories and a poem about ordinary
women from different genera-
tions and all walks of life.

The women portrayed in the
book, according to OWEL project
coordinator Dr Chan Lean Heng,
may be the mothers, grandmoth-
ers, aunties and women-figures
close to the reader and whose life
had been shaped and influenced
by them.

“It is done with love and hope
to inspire the younger genera-
tion,” Dr Chan said.

Chong Eng shared her per-
sonal perspective and said the
book shed light on issues faced
by women, their concerns and the
values they hold dear to their
hearts.

“When I look back, I cannot
help but realise that I’'m actually
practising what my mother did
when she was bringing us up, her
words of wisdom and her beliefs
on what’s right and what’s
wrong,” Chong shared with all
who were present.

The book launch took place at
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Chong Eng (Ieft) and Dr Chan sharing their thoughts on ‘Ordinary

Women, Extraordinary Lives’.

the UAB Building at China Street
Ghaut in George Town and more
than 100 copies of OWEL were
sold.

The retail price of each copy

is RM45 after the launch.

Dr Chan also expressed her
hope that OWEL could be made
available at all the 2,450 second-
ary schools in the country.
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Some students who received the BKN aid.

644 students receive
state govt scholarship

ATOTAL of 644 students from 103
schools throughout Penang were
recipients of state scholarship (Bia-
siswa Kecil Negeri — BKN) with a
total contribution of RM440 400.

Deputy Chief Minister I Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy said the contribution
was one of the efforts taken by the
state government to ease the burden
of parents and guardians of the
students especially the less fortu-
nate.

“Hence, the state government
raised BKN rates twice, in 2009 and
2013, with the first involving an in-
crease of 100% from RM240 to
RM480 for lower secondary and
upper secondary students from
RM360 to RM720.

“The second time the BKN in-
crease rate was RM120 for each
category making the new rate
RMO600 for the lower secondary and
RM840 for upper secondary.

“This assistance is given to all

schools in the state with an allocation
of RM19.2 million since 2008 and
has benefited 30,271 students,” Ra-
masamy said in his speech at the
BKN cheque presentation ceremony
for the North Seberang Perai district
(SPU) and Central Perai district
(SPT) on Nov 21.

During the event, 185 students
from 27 schools in SPU District and
165 students from 27 schools in SPT
district received the contribution.

Ramasamy, who is also Perai as-
semblyman, said the increase in the
amount of the scholarship was due
to the CAT (Competency, Account-
ability and Transparency) adminis-
tration implemented by the state
government.

“The state government is confi-
dent that Penang will continue to
grow as a centre of excellence to
attract new and best talents in line
with the Digital Industry Revolution
4.0,” he added.
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200 000 diabetics tics

in Penang

Story & Pix by Tanushalini
Moroter

OUT of a population of about 1.8
million, Penang has some
200,000 diabetics, which is
about 9% of the population.

And, incredibly, half of that
number do not even know they
are diabetic!

“Based on the Malaysian
health and morbidity survey
2015, there are 200,020 diabetic
patients in Penang, and out of
that, 110,000 do not know that
they have diabetes, which is
something serious,” said Dr Wil-
liam Teh, charter president of
Lion’s Georgetown City, at a
diabetes awareness campaign.

“So we (The Lions Club) want
to help people to find out wheth-
er they have diabetes so that they
can take care of their sugar level.

“This year we have screened
4,787 people in Penang (up to

Oct 31) and out of that, 603 are
pre-diabetics and 534 have dia-
betes. And out of that, 23 % did
not know that they are diabetics.
And for those who already know
that they are diabetics, only 25%
have good control of their dia-
betics,” Teh added.

Though many are aware that
diabetes is a silent killer, people
are still lax about it, causing
them to be at risk of complica-
tions due to the ailment.

In conjunction with Diabetes
Awareness Month which falls in
November, the Lions Club Pen-
ang Komtar and Penang Advent-
ist Hospital with the support of
Diabetes Malaysia Penang
Branch jointly organised the
Diabetes Awareness Campaign
2018 on Nov 18.

The programme offered com-
plimentary health screening
which included blood glucose
test (first 200 persons), test for

One of the volunteers at the campaign checking the glucose level of an eIdrIy woman.

body mass index, body fat, blood
pressure and blood cholesterol
(first 50 persons) for those who
are above 40 years old and also
basic counseling.

Besides that, free cataract
screening (above 40 years old)
for the early detection of dia-
betic retinopathy to prevent
blindness was also provided and

those who qualified will be
given a free cataract surgery.
There was also a foot assess-
ment session by Dr Rama Do-
raisamy from MediAsia.

State govt and PDC offer
loans to help small businesses

HAWKERS and small business
operators who need additional
capital can turn to the Penang
government and Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC) for finan-
cial aid under the Skim Pinjaman
Harapan (SPH).

PDC Entrepreneur Develop-
ment Division manager Ku Zaleha
Ku Iskandar said there were five
schemes under SPH offering loans
from RM1,000 to RM25,000.

“Different schemes have differ-
ent duration of repayment but no
collateral and guarantor are re-
quired. The eligibility depends on
several criteria,” Ku Zaleha said.

The SPH, which was previ-
ously known as Projek Titian
Saksama Rakyat (PTSR) Negeri
Pulau Pinang, was established in
2009 and open to all races.

As of October this year, Ku
Zaleha said the total loan disburse-
ment stands at RM15.51 million
while the amount collected back
is RM12.84 million.

“We’ve given out loans to
3,060 applicants as of October this
year and the repayment rate is
around 85%.”

The loan for Scheme 1 is from
RM1,000 to RM5,000, Scheme 2
(RM6,000-RM10,000), Scheme 3
(RM11,000-RM15,000), Scheme

4 (RM16,000-RM20,000) and
Scheme 5 (RM21,000-RM25 ,000).

The duration of repayment is 12
to 24 months for Scheme 1 with no
administration fee or interest for
the first year and 24 to 36 months
for Scheme 2 to Scheme 5 with 8%
on annual administration fee.

Loan overlap to the next
scheme, or what is called leap
scheme, is allowed only after 50%
of the repayment of the current
scheme is settled with a good re-
payment record.

Ku Zaleha said eligible busi-
nesses include food/beverage stall,
clothes, eyewear, scarves, fruits,
snacks shops, services — workshop
(car & motorcycle), spa, laundro-
mat, computer/mobile phone re-
pair; night market/morning market;
manufacturing — cakes, biscuits,
chocolates & frozen food; online
businesses, food truck business.

To qualify for the loan, the ap-
plicant must be a Malaysian aged
between 18 and 60, a Penang
voter, lives and runs a business in
Penang, possesses business li-
cence and has managed the busi-
ness for more than six months.

Applicants can download the
forms from the PDC website or
visit the PDC office in Bayan
Baru.

The first GoPro concept store in Penang offers the unique experience focusing on connected sports
genre, action cameras and video editing software.

First GoPro concept store in Northern Region

GOPRO opened its first concept
store in Penang at Gurney Plaza on
Nov 22 and invited state exco mem-
ber for Tourism Development, Herit-
age, Culture & Arts Yeoh Soon Hin
as the guest of honour.

Yeoh, in his speech, highlighted
the importance of Penang as a popu-
lar tourist destination and having
GoPro around with its range of action
cameras, mobile apps and video
editing software, would result in in-
teresting collaboration for the pro-
motion of tourism.

“Penang is a popular tourist des-
tination and a living heritage with
many outstanding universal values

but we must still keep on improving
and creating new things for visitors
to see and explore.

“With the opening of the first
GoPro concept store in Penang, I'm
looking forward to future collabora-
tions in the coming months between
GoPro and Penang attractions to
drive more tourists to Penang,” he
said.

Also present were Funsportz di-
rector Khoo Boo Hian, Thunder
Match business development direc-
tor John Chin and popular multilin-
gual TV host Baki Zainal.

“The opening of GoPro’s third
concept store in Malaysia marks a

major milestone for GoPro in Ma-
laysia as well as Funsportz. We look
forward to providing customers with
the unique GoPro experience when
they visit our GoPro concept store,”
Khoo said.

Founded in Malaysia in 2009 with
the aim of bringing quality products
relating to outdoor, sports and travel
activities to consumers, Funsportz
also specialises in gadgets that are
both unique and fun. The company’s
philosophy revolves around ‘practi-
cality’, right from the days when
consumers were using compact
cameras and camera-phones were
nowhere as sophisticated as today’s.



More

kids

can code

now

Story by Victor Seow

A TOTAL of 30 primary school
students gained exposure to cod-
ing skills at the Penang Digital
Library (PDL) on Nov 24, thanks
to state exco member for Tourism
Development, Heritage, Culture
& Arts Yeoh Soon Hin who made
the necessary arrangement with
Telebort Technologies Sdn Bhd
and Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI).

Recognising the growing
needs for skills related to Indus-
trial Revolution 4.0, Yeoh said
such skills are now considered a
necessity especially for primary
school students.

“The state government recog-
nises the importance of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing & Mathematics) education, so
it’s most timely that such coding
classes are held for these kids
from time to time for them to gain
the necessary exposure to coding
skills. Today, these students from
SJKC Kong Min Branch Number
2 would benefit immensely,”
Yeoh, who’s also Paya Terubong
assemblyman, said.

“At present, our national edu-
cation system has yet to include
coding as part of its syllabus. But
due to its growing importance and
the need to inculcate future tal-
ents and interest in this field, such
coding classes will be continued
to be organised for the benefit of
the young,” he added.

Also present were PDL librar-
ian Anas Morad and Telebort
Technologies executive director

The young participants getting busy as they acquire new coding skills provided by the trainers from

Telebort Technologies.

Kee Chong Wei who elaborated
on what skills were taught during
the coding classes.

“We just focus on the software
aspect of learning and teach them
to become a creator rather than a
mere consumer. It’s a good time
for them to start learning (coding)
as their brain is still developing,”

Kee said.

“Each programme will span
four months and once the par-
ticipants have gone through one
programme, they can progress to
the next which will be more ad-
vanced. They will start out with
the foundation programme in
creative computing before pro-

gressing to mobile app develop-
ment and then to web design. The
two-hour long lessons take place
once a week during the week-
ends,” he added.

Telebort Technologies is a
mobile learning centre founded
by graduates of Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM).

151 students get uniform vouchers

Ong, flanked by Khoo (Ieft) and Rayer posmg W|th the students after presenting them vouchers for school uniforms at the Dewan JKKK

Jalan Perak.
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IN a move to help the less fortu-
nate, the service centre of Batu
Lancang assemblyman Ong Ah
Teong and four JKKKSs in the vi-
cinity organised a presentation
ceremony of vouchers for school
uniforms to 151 students recently.

The four JKKKs were repre-
sented by Shirlynn Tan (JKKK
Jalan Perak chairman), Lee Kean
Loon (JKKK Taman Ghee Hiang
chairman), Khoo Boo Thong
(JKKK Taman Hijau chairman)
and Leow Yew Leng (JKKK Ta-
man Ara chairman).

This was the first time Ong’s
service centre was involved in the
contribution of vouchers to help
the poor families or single parents
whose children are in need of
school uniforms.

“School uniform is a basic need
and we hope that our effort will
help ease the burden of the par-
ents,” said Ong, who presented
vouchers to the pupils at the De-
wan JKKK Jalan Perak on Nov 16.
The vouchers and other expenses
totalled RM15,000.

Ong said many other constitu-
encies also organised similar
programme for the benefits of the
poor.

Jelutong MP R.S.N. Rayer said
he would contribute 200 sets of
school uniforms to needy pupils
or students studying in the Batu
Lancang area.
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Gift of joy
for over 40

underprivileged

children

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

IT was a wonderful morning for
44 underprivileged children when
Hunza Properties Bhd employees
answered their wish list as well
as treated them to a day of fun,
games and lunch at the Gurney
Paragon Mall.

The gifts for the children from
the Children Protection Society
and Ruyi Home included festive
clothes, remote-controlled toy
cars, bicycle, stationery and bad-
minton racquets.

Hunza Group executive direc-
tor Khor San Leng presented the
gifts to the children on Nov 30.

The cutest of them all was
arguably two-year-old Qi Qi, who
received a bicycle.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee Chun Kit launched the
mall’s “The Gift of Joy” Christ-
mas celebration. Also present
were Gurney Paragon Mall ex-
ecutive director Fong Yin Sian,
Hunza director Gee Su Lyn and
Gurney Paragon Mall head of
marketing communications Jas-

THE Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) organised a food
waste composting project recently
by using the Economical Food
Waste Composter (EFWC) ma-
chine at school in order to reduce
food waste.

MPSP council member Tan
Cheong Heng, who represented
council president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud at the programme, said
this project which was jointly
implemented by Universiti Pen-
didikan Sultan Idris (UPSI) and
Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan
(SMK) Jalan Damai, Bukit Mer-
tajam, was aimed at educating
students on separating food waste
so that they do not end up in the
landfill.

“In addition to reducing waste

mine Tai.

Lee commended Hunza em-
ployees for participating in their
“Grant-A-Wish Campaign” to
bring Christmas cheer to over 40
children.

“I hope other private entities
will also organise something for
the less fortunate, especially the
children, at every celebration,”
Lee said.

The presence of Santa Claus
and Santarina evoked the festive
mood and Yuletide spirit as they
went about greeting the children
and giving them candies.

Fong expressed her thanks to
her colleagues for supporting the
campaign.

“It’s a meaningful activity to
encourage the employees to share
their blessings with the needy.
These presents will enable us to
give a little bit of Christmas joy
to many children,” she said.

Apart from that, the younger
children were treated to half an
hour of tireless fun at the play-
land while the older ones tried
their hands at taking beautiful
photographs at the instagram-
mable boxes. To top it off, they

from landfills, this programme
helps to create a platform to stu-
dents to learn about how to pro-
cess food waste into compost us-
ing the EFWC machine.

“However, the project is still in
the trial stage and the school is
required to monitor and record all
the information needed for the
study of its effectiveness,” Tan
said during the launch of the pro-
ject at SMK Jalan Damai on Nov
2.

The EFWC machine costs
RM2,700 which Tan sponsored
after the school showed its com-
mitment to green initiatives by
taking part in such programmes
organised by MPSP.

Tan hoped the school would be
able to make the food waste com-

Qi Q{ gets her wish for a bicycle as ;he po
Christmas celebration at Gurney Paragon Mall.
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Children receiving candies from Santarina at the “Gift of Joy”
Christmas celebration at Gurney Paragon Mall.

were treated to a sumptuous
lunch at Flip Burger.

The “Gift of Joy” playland is
open to the public until Jan 1.

posting programme a success and
at the same time help reduce the
cost of waste management by
MPSP which reached about
RM104.8 million this year.

“It is hoped that SMK Jalan
Damai staff and students can prac-
tise the zero-waste policy and
encourage other schools to do
likewise.

Also present at the event were
UPSI head of composting project
Professor Madya Dr. Che Zalina
Zulkifli, SMK Jalan Damai prin-
cipal Lee Cheah Kuen, teachers
and students.

(From left) Che Zalina, Lee and
Tan throwing the food waste
into the EFWC machine at the
launch.)

With a minimum spending of
RM?200 in a single receipt, shop-
pers can redeem a pair of entry
passes to the playland which al-

ses with Khor (centre), Fong and Lee at the “Gift of Joy”

low children aged four to 12
years old to have a maximum of
20 minutes play time per session.

In conjunction with the 40th
anniversary of Hunza Properties
Berhad (parent company of Gur-
ney Paragon Mall), the mall is
holding a lucky draw campaign
to reward Gurney Paragon card
members with a total of 1,600,000
Gurney Paragon points.

Shoppers can enter the lucky
draw contest by joining as a
member and spend a minimum of
RM400 in a single receipt until
Dec 31.

On Dec 31, Gurney Paragon
Mall will be throwing a New
Year’s Eve party complete with
live music and performances
featuring Anthony Neely from
Taiwan, the Mans Dreamer live
band performance and many
more. Party starts from 7.30pm
till late night.
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PENANG aspires to be the greenest
state in Malaysia driven by a green
economy and innovative govern-
ance with its CAT (competency,
accountability and transparency)
policy.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said this during his speech at the
Green Pinang Awards Gala 2018
organised the by Penang Green Coun-
cil (PGC) on Nov 29.

Chow also highlighted what Pen-
ang has achieved and commended
those who made a difference in help-
ing Penang to move forward over the
last 10 years.

He noted Penang was the first state
in Malaysia to implement the “No
Free Plastic Bags Everyday” policy.

“This year we are also the first
to announce that we will start the
‘No Single Use Plastics’ initiative
onJan 1,2019.

“Currently, Penang is the third

highest in the country with green
building area, which indirectly
helps reduce the amount of carbon
dioxide emission within the state.
Penang Green Council (PGC), be-
ing an important tool in formulating
the Penang Green Agenda with the
state government is meant to de-
velop Penang to move towards the
greenest state powered by green
economy by 2030.”

Chow also highlighted that Pen-
ang is running out of space for new
landfills in the next 20 years as the
state could not afford to allocate
any new space for trash anymore.

“As such, starting Jan 1, the state
government will enforce the Waste
Segregation at Source Policy on
landed residential properties.”

Chow also conveyed his con-
gratulations to all the winners and
recipients of awards category for
the night. The awards were Penang
Green School Award, Penang
Green Office Award, Penang Green
Journalism Award, “No Single Use
Plastics” Poster Drawing competi-

tion, Penang Rainwater Harvesting
Incentive, and Waste Food Chal-
lenge Incentive.

Buletin Mutiara journalist Re-
vatic Govindaraju made the news-
paper proud by winning the Hard
News Report (Tamil category).

Also present were Welfare,
Caring Society and Environment
committee chairman Phee Boon
Poh, state assistant Financial Of-
ficer Ahmad Shukri Jamaluddin,
Seberang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) president Datuk Rozali
Mohamud, PGC general manager
Thing Siew Shuen, MGBC North-
ern Chapter chairman cum PGC
director Babylon Tham Wai
Leong, MPSP councillor cum
PGC director Heng Yeh Shiuan,
Entrepreneur Development Ma-
laysia (PUMM) chairman cum
PGC director Lee Heng Hai,
Penang Water Supply Corporation
chief executive cum PGC advi-
sory panel member Datuk Jaseni
Maidinsa, council members and
heads of departments.
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Traditional Sikh martial arts being performed during the parade.

Nagar Kirtan peace walk
attracts hundreds

OVER 300 peace lovers from the
Sikh community took part in the
Nagar Kirtan religious parade in
George Town to promote world
peace.

Nagar Kirtan, also known as
Shabad Chaunki, was held to pro-
mote world peace through “Kirtan
and Simran” (singing writings of
God in poetry).

The Nov 17 parade, organised
by Persatuan Wadda Gurdwara

Sahib Penang, was held in conjunc-
tion with the upcoming 550 years
“Parkash Dihara” (birthday) of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji.

Joining in the procession were
the Malaysian Sikh Band, a tradi-
tional Sikh martial arts performance
group from India and Malaysian
martial arts group Baba Buddha Ji
Gatka Akhara.

Devotees paraded from the
Wadda Gurdwara to Lebuh Tye Sin,

"

Magazine Road and Penang Road
before ending at the Wadda Gurd-
wara.

State Local Government, Hous-
ing, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep Sin-
gh, Bukit Gelugor MP Ramkarpal
Singh, Jelutong MP R.S.N Rayer,
Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai Heng
and Gurmit Kaur (wife of the late
DAPleader Karpal Singh) also took
part in the parade.

Chow presenting the award to Revatic. With them are Thing (left)

and Rozali.

PICC a city with
enhanced performance,
better quality

for residents

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the Penang International
Commercial City (PICC) will
soon transform the state’s skyline.

“Making Penang a world class
international city is not impossi-
ble. The location of PICC itself
begs the fact that this is a choice
location for investors, tourists and
for Malaysians desiring sustaina-
ble living,” Chow said when he
officiated the ground opening
ceremony of PICC in Bayan Baru
on Nov 10.

“In this time and age, we have
to realise that the evolution of
work and our lifestyle demands
that we rethink the spaces in which
we work, live and play.

“I am glad to hear that PICC is
designed to enhance connectivity
in this area and will promote more
trade exchange, attract more for-
eign investment and provide a safe,
green and sustainable lifestyle for
all its stakeholders,” he added.

Chow said that over the last few

years, we have witnessed how
digital technology brought about
changes and opportunities to many
industries.

“I was therefore pleased to learn
that PICC will adopt digitalisation
to create a city with enhanced
performance and better quality for
its habitants,” Chow added.

Also present were Hunza
Group founder and executive ad-
viser Datuk Seri Khor Teng Tong
and Group managing director
Datuk Khor Siang Gin.

Joining them were Domestic
Trade and Consumer Affair Min-
ister Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasu-
tion Ismail.

Meanwhile, Siang Gin said
PICC is a huge project and will be
the company’s main focus for the
next 10 years.

“Hunza has always worked in
line with the state’s objectives and
coming up with world class inte-
grated development in Penang is
no easy task,” he added.
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