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THE toll imposed on the Pen-
ang Bridge will be abolished in
due course once Putrajaya
irons out the finer details.

“The abolition of the Penang
Bridge toll is a federal matter.
I think at federal level, they
appealed for more time to un-
derstand the situation and the
commitment is there and in due
time, will be fulfilled,” Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
on June 5.

Chow said this to a question
by the media on the abolition
of the Penang Bridge toll as
outlined in one of the 68 prom-
ises by Pakatan Harapan for
GEl14.

“The state also has its elec-
tion manifesto. The time frame
is of course, one term which is
five years. We did not say we
will honour and fulfil all the
promises in (the state mani-
festo) in 100 days. But we shall
also give time to our federal
colleagues as certain election
pledges need more than 100
days to fulfil. We must take it
in a positive manner. I’m sure
the federal government will
fulfil as much as possible
within the 100 days,” he added.

The chief minister had ear-
lier on given an address to the
assembled civil servants and
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Chow (centre) and his state exco members (standing forefront) with the hundreds of state civil servants behind them are confident
of leading Penang to greater heights.

newly elected Pakatan Harapan
representatives of the state in
the Grand Ballroom of The
Top, his first since he was
sworn in on May 14.

Chow, in his speech, ex-
pressed his appreciation to the
rank and file of the Penang
civil service for having confi-
dence in him to take the state
to greater heights.

“I would like to express my
gratitude and appreciation to
all of you for your faith in me
as well as the new leadership
line-up of the Penang state

government. As the chief min-
ister and a former exco mem-
ber, I’'m aware and have expe-
rienced working with all of you
for the betterment of Penang.
Believe me, without your co-
operation, commitment and the
sharing of your experience and
knowledge, Penang will not be
where it is today,” Chow told
the hundreds of civil servants
who were present.

“Thank you and well done
to all of you. The state leader-
ship and I are hopeful that the
close cooperation we have

forged will enable our beloved
Penang to scale greater heights
and to be the most successful
state in terms of development
and infrastructure and at the
same time, comfortable and
safe for everyone to live in,”
he added.

Seated with Chow on the
stage were his state executive
council members, Speaker
Datuk Law Choo Kiang, state
secretary Datuk Seri Farizan
Darus, state legal adviser Da-
tuk Anas Ahmad Zakie and
state financial officer Datuk

Sarul Bahiyah Abu.

On a final note, there was
great rejoice among everyone
when Chow finally revealed
the long-awaited news con-
cerning the Raya Bonus.

“In view of the Hari Raya
Aidilfitri celebration in 10
days’ time, I’'m happy to an-
nounce a bonus of RM1,000
each to all civil servants of the
state. May this special festive
bonus bring much joy and help
in the preparations for the oc-
casion,” the chief minister
added.
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Chow (centre, in black coat) havmg a light moment with the elected state representatlves and
government officials in Komtar.
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Penang

higher, govt
agencies

told

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon
Yeow was in amazement after
attending a briefing session by
four state agencies — investPen-
ang, Penang Hill Corporation
(PHC), Penang Green Council
(PGC) and Penang Youth Devel-
opment Corporation (PYDC) in
Komtar on June 4.

“l am amazed by the work
done and the various activities
conducted by these four agen-
cies.

“PYDC has carried out many
programmes that empower the
youth, while PGC has done its
best to bring the green agenda
to the people.

“PHC has evolved from an
agency that was running the hill
railway to an agency that looks
after the whole hill.

“Penang Hill has always been
in my heart,” Chow said in his
speech.

He added the state would con-
tinue to monitor the investments
and economic developments in
Penang very closely.

“They are the lifeline of the
state.

“We are on the transition to be
a high value and high tech centre.

“As we progress, we hope that
more high value jobs can be cre-
ated for Penangites,” he added.

Chow hoped that the briefing
session could widen the perspec-
tive of the state representatives
who attended the session.

“It has been an exciting 10-
year journey for the state admin-
istration and we look forward to
more exciting years ahead,” he

said.

investPenang chief executive
officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian said
the agency functions as a one-
stop point of contact for inves-
tors.

She added that the top three
investor countries in Penang
were the United States, Germany
and Japan.

PHC general manager Cheok
Lay Leng said the corporation is
committed to the preservation
and stewardship of the natural
and historical heritage of Penang
Hill through conservation, educa-
tion, eco-tourism, innovation,
safety and green practices for
future generations.

PGC general manager Thing
Siew Shuen spoke on the green
initiatives conducted by PGC,
while PYDC chief executive of-
ficer Teng Kok Liang touched on
the various youth engagement
programmes conducted.

On May 31, Chow attended a
briefing session by representa-
tives from Penang Institute,
George Town World Heritage
Incorporated, Penang Global
Tourism and Chief Minister In-
corporated.

The four government agencies
briefed the Chief Minister on
their roles, vision and mission.

Chow thanked the respective
agencies for performing their
duties responsibly.

“It has been 10 years since we
took over the state administration
but it felt like 15,” Chow said,
drawing thunderous applause
from the crowd.
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feedback

sought on
CM’s tenure

Story by Christopher Tan

THE Penang government is
seeking public feedback on
the proposal to limit the Chief
Minister’s tenure.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state legal ad-
viser had presented the pro-
posal to the state executive
council in a meeting on June 6.

“The state legal adviser
proposed to add a sub-clause
in the State Constitution,”
Chow told the media at a press
conference the same day.

Chow said the proposed sub-
clause states that “No member
of the Legislative Assembly
may be appointed as Chief
Minister more than twice”.

Initially the state planned
to limit the tenure of its Chief
Minister to two terms.

“The definition of ‘term’ is
grey. This is because we can-
not ascertain the time period
of a ‘term’.

“That was why the state
legal adviser suggested a dif-

ferent proposal,” he added.

Chow hoped to receive
feedback from the public on
the matter.

“The public can voice their
feedback in the media or e-
mail us their feedback.

“We hope to table the pro-
posal during the State Legisla-
tive Assembly in August. We
do not want to prolong the
matter,” he added.

In the recent 14th General
Election (GE14), Penang Pa-
katan Harapan had pledged to
implement the two-term limit
for the Chief Minister post if
the coalition wins the elec-
tion.

The move is also in line
with the election pledge made
by the pact at the Federal
level to limit the post of Prime
Minister to two terms.

*Ed’s Note: Penang’s long-
est-serving Chief Minister
was Tun Lim Chong Eu who
held the office from 1969 to
1990, a period that spanned
five general elections.

1

) |

JAGDEEP Singh, the eldest of the
legendary Tiger of Jelutong Karpal
Singh’s children, is now serving
his third consecutive term as Datok
Keramat assemblymember after
successfully defending the seat in
GEl14.

The University of Warwick law
graduate was already serving in the
state executive committee of for-
mer Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, managing the Town & Coun-
try Planning and Housing portfo-
lios, but after GE14 with Chow
Kon Yeow now helming the state,
Local Government was added into
Jagdeep’s ambit of responsibilities.

Jagdeep, 47, shared his views
with Buletin Mutiara on his excite-
ment of working closely and fa-
vourably with the Pakatan Hara-
pan federal government and of
course, his aspirations and vision
for local government in the provi-
sion of affordable housing for
Penangites.

“I find this added portfolio of
local government a very good
challenge. I’'m always a person
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who likes challenges. I saw a lot
of changes in housing during my
previous term. I came up with
many new policies and I think CM
(Chow) saw that and that’s why he
has now given me that added re-
sponsibility.

“For my plans for the future of
Penang, I think it is important for
us to look back first. When I took
over Housing and Town & Coun-
try Planning, I saw that there were
a lot of things that needed to be
made more efficient. So, I sat
down with Chow and Guan Eng
and we had a discussion. The first
thing I needed to do was to bring
down prices of housing in Penang.

“The drastic changes we
brought to Penang through the
Cleaner, Greener, Healthier and
Safer programmes and our CAT
governance attracted many people
to move here. Demand increased
and therefore, prices of homes also
increased. So, in 2014 we intro-
duced many cooling measures and
by the end of 2016, we noticed
prices of homes were stabilising.

Jagdeep welcomes
challenges Iin

local govt portfolio

Jagdeep likes the
challenges posed by
his added portfolio
of Local Government.
and will face them
with his usg_alizest;.
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In fact as of the first quarter of
2017,70% of first time residential
transactions was for RM500,000
and below while 50% was for
RM300,000 and below which we
considered generally as affordable.
“But to make things even more
affordable in Penang, we intro-
duced for the island, affordable
housing cannot exceed
RM300,000. That was one of my
policies agreed by CM and my
aim was achieved to further make
more properties affordable. Half
of the properties being sold by
developers were affordable hous-
ing. In my first five years of han-
dling housing, I made sure about
25,000 low cost and low medium
cost units were actually physi-
cally built and those currently
being built are about 30,000 units.
And a further 25,000 units ap-
proved to be built,” he told Bule-
tin Mutiara on May 25.
Efficiency for local government
remains a top agenda for Jagdeep
and he’s adamant of duplicating his
success and achievements in hous-
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ing for his new portfolio.

“For me, I want to make local
government as efficient as possi-
ble. Less bureaucratic. I want it to
be accessible by the people. Just
like what I did for Housing, I will
do for Local Government. I'm very
sure this will not be difficult be-
cause my predecessor was YB
Chow (Kon Yeow) and he’s a very
hardworking exco member. We all
know that. I’'m now being briefed
by my officers in Local Govern-
ment and I want to go head on to
get things moving again and con-
tinue with Chow’s good work,” he
said.

The once combative working
relationship between Jagdeep and
the Housing and Local Govern-
ment Ministry prior to GE14 is
now a thing of the past and he looks
forward to forging closer ties with
the new Pakatan Harapan Minister
in Putrajaya.
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State to promote good family values

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Alissala Thian

EXCO member Chong Eng
had a fruitful meeting with a
delegation from the National
Council of Women’s Organi-
sation (NCWO) Penang chap-
ter at her office in Komtar
recently.

The state Women and Fam-
ily Development, Gender
Inclusiveness and Non-Is-
lamic Religious Affairs Com-

SCHOOL CONCERT

CHUNG Ling High School will hold a school wind orchestra concert
on June 22 at 7.30pm at Dewan Sri Pinang in Penang. For tickets, call
Yik Khai (012-6288958).

SITE EXCURSIONS

GEORGE Town World Heritage Incorporated is organising site
excursions under the George Town Heritage Celebrations 2018. The
public can explore eight places of worship in George Town on weekends
in July 2018. It is free for Malaysians and RM100 for non-Malaysians.
Details, visit gtwhi.com.my/gthc2018.

CAREGIVERS’ TRAINING

CHARIS Hospice will conduct a basic caregivers’ training session at its
premises at 28, Lintang Paya Terubong 3 on June 23, from 9am to 3pm.
Registration closes on June 18. Details, call 017-4514258.

CATARACT SURGERY

LIONS Club and Pantai Hospital are offering subsidised cataract surgery
for the needy. Details, call the hospital’s Public Relations Department
(04-6396517) or its careline (017-5782899).

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

GEORGE TOWN Heritage Celebrations 2018 is looking for volunteers
for its Street Festival on July 7 at the George Town heritage site. To
sign up as a volunteer, visit gtwhi.com.my/gthc2018. For details, call
Bernard at 011-51319213.

STREET MARKET

THERE will be a Street Market at Udini Square every Saturday and
Sunday, at Level 2. A variety of clothes, shoes, fashion accessories and
food are available from 10am to 8pm. For details, contact Udini Square
Management Office at 04-2915477.

COUNSELLING
HELP4u provides confidential and free email counselling for the
personal, emotional and social issues of youths. Visit www.help4u.org.
my or www.help4u.my

YWCA ROOM VACANCIES

YOUNG Women’s Christian Association (Jalan Masjid Negeri) has
newly-refurbished spacious rooms with attached bathrooms for rent. For
enquiries and details, call 04-828155 between 9am -5pm (weekdays)
and 9am — 1pm (Saturdays).

Chong Eng (seated, fourth from left) and Sungai Pinang assemblymember Lim Siew Khim (seated,
third from left) posing with the representatives of the National Council of Women’s Organisation
in their meeting in Komtar recently.

mittee chairman said the
meeting was to know the
activities and programmes
run by the grouping of NGOs,
led by its chairman Yeap
Meng Chee.

Among those present were
representatives from the
Family Health Development
Association, Methodist
Church, CEPA, Women Wel-
fare Council, Wanita Perkim,
Malaysian Nurse Associa-
tion, Bahai Community, Wan-
ita Gerakan, International
Women’s Association and
Federation of Women’s Law-
yers.

“The NCWO plays a big
role in promoting women’s
rights and welfare. It was a
useful meeting. For instance,
the Women Welfare Council
(WWC) has been there for
many years and when the
government cannot accept
helping unwed mothers, they
are there to help them and
other women in certain kind
of crisis,” said Chong Eng.

“Their purpose is to help
women without moral judg-
ing them. I feel they are
needed. WWC actually runs
a dormitory or an “asrama”
(hostel) for working single
women. They have eight staff
members and get some fed-
eral grant, but the grant has
been cut down to RM10,000.
So definitely, it is not enough
and they have to source for
funds.”

Chong Eng said Perkim is
also helping a lot of young
girls who got into trouble or
were involved in teenage
pregnancy.

“Their kind of programme

is actually complementing
the efforts of the government.
We’ve to compliment them
for their work that is not
glamorous or not many peo-
ple want to associate with.

“I will visit these two as-
sociations and see how my
portfolio can collaborate
with them or give them some
financial support so that they
can continue to run their pro-
grammes,” she said.

On girls having to drop out
from school due to teenage
pregnancy, Chong Eng said
the authorities should be
more forgiving and should
try to help them get back to
school.

We would like
parents to have
a balanced work
and family life
— Chong Eng

“Even adults make mis-
takes. I think we should be
more forgiving. I think
schools should allow girls in
such a situation to go back.
When girls get pregnant,
some of the schools expel
them. They are already in
such a predicament and that
in itself is already a punish-
ment.

“So, why do we want to
punish them further? What
future holds for them when
they drop out from school at
such a tender age? It’s not
just her mistake, there is an-
other partner. We should
forgive them and guide them

through.”

More importantly, Chong
Eng said it is necessary to
take preventive measures like
raising awareness on good
parenting.

“We would like to help
parents coach their children
well and protect them, not to
confine them at home. That’s
why we have the book, called
Body Safety Education.”

In future, Chong Eng said
she is mulling the setting up
of a Family Development
Council by working with
NGOs and civil societies to
promote good family values
by having a lot of parenting
courses.

She also advised parents to
allocate time to enhance
bonding between them and
their children, instead of just
focusing on their careers or
the chase for material wealth.

“We would like parents to
have a balanced work and
family life. At the same time,
employers must also create a
conducive working environ-
ment that allows parents to
go back home and have din-
ner with their family.

“That’s why in some coun-
tries, their shops close at
around 6pm or 8pm. The
people then have nowhere to
go but to return home to be
with their family.”

Now, with Pakatan Hara-
pan helming the federal gov-
ernment, Chong Eng said
both the state and the federal
bodies should pool their re-
sources together to maximise
their facilities in order to
reach out to more women and
families.



Boost for Tabung Harapan

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

TABUNG Harapan Malaysia
(TBM) has collected over RM27
million as of 9.30am on June 3,
Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng
said.

“We would like to thank all
those who have contributed to the
fund to help the country face the
challenges ahead.

“The RM27 million collection
excludes the RM3 million contri-
bution today,” he told a press
conference in Komtar.

During the press conference,
Ewein Berhad, Magni-Tech Indus-
tries Berhad and businessman Tan
Sri Tan Kok Ping donated RM1
million each.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state received posi-
tive response and queries from the
public on the THM since it was
launched.
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Lim (third from right), Chow (second from right), Tan (fourth from right), Ewe (fourth from left) and representatives from Ewein Berhad
and Magni-Tech Industries Berhad taking a group photo after the press conference in Komtar.

Also present at the press confer-
ence were Tan, Magni-Tech Indus-
tries Berhad managing director

Ledand P.S. Tan, Ewein deputy
executive chairman and Group
managing director Datuk Ewe

Swee Kheng and Ewein non-inde-
pendent executive director Chan
Gooi Yew.

At press time on June 7, the
amount in THM had swelled past
the RM50 million mark.
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Mark Your Calendar!

21- 29 July 2018

See: The Nature. Feel The History.
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Chow (centre) with exco members Zairil Khir Johari (third from
right), Soon Lip Chee (fourth from right), Yeoh Soon Hin (sixth from
right) and Phee Boon Poh (seventh from right); Cheok (second
from right) and The Habitat Penang Hill managing director Allen
Tan (third from left) in a group photo after the press conference

in Komtar.

Celebrate

on top
of the hill

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Su Chin

CELEBRATE Penang Hill’s
glorious history and natural
beauty from July 21 to 29 during
the inaugural Penang Hill Festi-
val 2018 (PHF2018).

Nature lovers can get close to
nature by taking part in guided
tours, aimed at introducing
various historical trails and
pathways in Penang Hill. Par-
ticipants will be exposed to the
Moniot Trail and the Viaduct
Trail.

There is also the Night Explo-
ration and the Herpetology Walk
and Talk to educate the visitors
on animals and their natural
habitat.

Apart from that, there are also
talks on the history of the hill.

The festival is also a magnet
for astronomy lovers. Visitors
are invited to gather at the Bel-
levue Hotel to observe the Mars
opposition and a lunar eclipse
occurring together on July 27.

Penang Hill Corporation gen-

eral manager Cheok Lay Leng
said the corporation had planned
the festival about a year ago.

“We want more people to
come and discover Penang Hill
which is rich in history and
natural scenery.

“The highlight of this festival
is the Music on the Hill ‘East
Meets West’.

“Visitors will get to enjoy
local music, cultural perfor-
mances, traditional music instru-
ments performances and a sym-
phony orchestra at the Dataran
in Penang Hill,” Cheok told a
press conference on June 6.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the Penang Hill is a
home to many exotic flora and
fauna.

“It is timely for more visitors
to reconnect with the 130-mil-
lion-year-old Penang Hill rain-
forest,” he said.

Visit www.penanghill.gov.
my/phf2018 for further details.

Visitors can also e-mail to
phf2018 @penanghill.gov.my
for any enquiries.
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Sisterhood formed between
Penang
and France

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

Pixby Noor Siti Nabilah
Noorazis

IN a bid to spearhead and
advance Penang’s cultural
melting pot, the state govern-
ment has forged a close bond
with France.

A memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) signing cer-
emony between the state
government through George
Town Conservation & Devel-
opment Corporation Sdn Bhd
(GTCDC) and the Embassy of
France was held on June 2 in
the presence of Finance Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng.

Chief Minister Chow Kon

Yeow, during the signing cer-
emony, stated that the sister-
hood between Penang and
France encompasses three key
areas - capacity building, art-
ist in residence programme
and knowledge exchange and
partnership.

GTCDC is a tripartite part-
nership between Chief Minis-
ter Incorporated, Think City
and the Aga Khan Trust for
Culture.

“The idea of the MoU came
about after recognising the
existing friendly relations
between the two countries and
possibilities of enhancing
further ties in the field of arts,
culture, heritage and social
development,” Chow said.

FOOD WASTE

51_Challenge 7

INCENTIVE

oy
RS

W

Did you manage your
food waste? yes ey
- BoR
=0 How do you manage
e )\ your food waste?
i \ = Have your own food waste

management system, or

== send to 3rd party for processing

APPLY FOR INCENTIVES
* lleceive RM 1000 each
® Limited to 10 applicants

Pulau Burung APPLICATION DATE:
[=] 3 [w] Landfill t 17 APRIL - 30™ OCTOBER 2018
"terms & conditions opply
R SCAN
HERE ** Not appiicable for Penang State pilot projects and Penang Green School applicants,
(=] ' W 3042503322 (©0165177382 €@ info@pgc.com.my

Laplanche (second from left) exchanging the MoU documents

with Chow.

“In addition, the MoU is
also aimed to develop an ex-
pert and artist exchange pro-
grammes, capacity building
and arts activities between
George Town (Penang) and
Arles (France) since both
states have Unesco World
Heritage Sites.

“The Penang state govern-
ment is pleased to enter into
this partnership with the Em-
bassy of France and City of
Arles to build up a new econ-
omy based on culture. This is
essential to make our local
economy more resilient,” he
added.

“Culture is a renewable as-
set and we need to build our
existing cultural institutions
so that they become more
resilient.

“We would like to learn
from the French experience,
a nation that is based on cul-
ture that has a cultural and
creative economy estimated
to be worth €104.5 billion in
2011,” he said.

“We look forward to closer
cooperation with the City of
Arles, which is the first UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site
listed for living heritage in

France.

“Arles also has a vibrant
publishing industry as well as
a world famous photography
festival,” Chow added.

According to Chow, the
French government is provid-
ing support for two Penang
based administrators to attend
courses on culture manage-
ment in France.

Haryany Mohamed, the
director of the Penang State
Museum is currently on a
three-month sabbatical in
Paris and Arles.

Barathi Suppiah, the depu-
ty general manager of CMI,
will be joining the programme
as well.

Lim expressed his delight
on the sister-city pro-
gramme.

“I hope to see this initiative
expand beyond Penang to the
rest of Malaysia as France
continues to be a leader in the
cultural and creative economy
in Europe,” Lim said.

Also present were French
ambassador to Malaysia Fred-
eric Laplanche, Think City
chairman Datuk Anwar Fazal
and GTCDC director Hamdan
Majeed.



Grateful folk thank

state, builder, for homes,

Story by Christopher Tan

OWNING a home is never easy.
Some people never dream of home
ownership in the first place.

Being a caring state govern-
ment, the Penang government in-
troduced the state affordable hous-
ing scheme and the effort has
clearly touched the lives of many
people.

Among them are the hundreds
who bought units at the Ramah
Pavilion condominium project in
Teluk Kumbar via the state afford-
able housing scheme.

Marketing manager Afzal Ab-
dul Manap, 30, thanked the Penang
government for implementing
the scheme.

“The state affordable housing
scheme is very good for Penan-
gites. It helps us to own a home at
an affordable price.

“I am now staying with my
parents in a low-cost flat. I have
adopted an eight-month-old baby
boy recently, and I want to provide
a more comfortable environment
for him.

“The affordable housing
scheme by the state was what I was
waiting for,” he said in an inter-
view on May 31.

Operations executive Shahrul-
nizam Mohd Salleh, 42, said it was
rather difficult to own a home with
the high loan rejection rate and the
price of the property.

“With the help from the Penang
government and M Summit Group,
we are able to own our own home,”
Shahrulnizam said, adding that
Ramah Pavilion was his first home.

M Summit Group founder and
managing director Datuk Albert
Moh thanked the state for the op-
portunity to be part of such a
worthy and meaningful scheme.

“Contrary to misconceptions
that all developers are profit-driv-
en, we believe it is more gratifying
to be the rakyat’s developer.

“When we first heard of this
wonderful programme, we were
immediately thrilled to jump on
board.

“Thus, we are honoured to be
the first private developer to take
on the state government’s afford-

able housing scheme,” Moh said.
He also highlighted the Group’s
corporate social responsibility ef-
fort — the Rent To Own (RTO)
scheme for Ramah Pavilion to help
lighten the burden of home buyers.
Moh said that under the RTO
programme, the monthly rental
collected over five years would be
treated as 20% of the unit’s price.
To show its gratitude to the
state, the Group will hold a grand
two-day weekend carnival at the
site on June 30 and July 1.
The main highlight is the key
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Moh (right) showing the artist’s impression of Ramah Pavilion to
Afzal (centre) and Shahrulnizam.

handover ceremony at 4pm on
June 30 where the guest of honour
is Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

The event will showcase
thrilling musical acts, lucky
draws, photography and art
contests as well as visits to the

condo’s rooftop farm.

Ramah Pavilion comprises
759 units ranging between 800
sq ft and 1,350 sq ft in size.
More than 95% of the units have
been sold. Limited units are still
available.

Afif to look into delay in upgrading works of Penang Hospital OT

STATE exco member Dr Afif
Bahardin will be helping Penang
General Hospital to resolve the
issues affecting the delay in the
upgrading works of its operating
theatre.

Afif met some officials of the
Penang Hospital at the old operat-
ing theatre (OT) on June 3 to hear
the problems faced by the hospital.

“It will take a minimum of six
months to clear the mess,” Afif,
who is the state Health, Agricul-
ture and Agro-based Industry and
Rural Development Committee
chairman, told reporters during the
meeting.

“I will be meeting the health
minister (Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad) on
June 11 and seek his help.

“As the OT is not ready, all the
services have to be done at other
government hospitals in Seberang
Jaya, Kepala Batas, Bukit Merta-
jam and some at the ACC (Ambu-
latory Care Centre) building. So,
it affects the delivery of services.”

Also present at the meeting
were Head of department of anes-
thesiology Datuk Dr Jahizah Has-

san, deputy director of health
(Medical division) Dr Elizabeth
Anthony, deputy director (man-
agement) Velan Supramaniam and
deputy director (administration)
Wong Cheng Yew.

Dr Afif said the upgrading
project has four components,
namely the upgrading of the pae-
diatric intensive care unit, the
upgrading of the medical gas
system of Block “C”, the upgrad-
ing of the air-conditioning system
of Block “B” involving the opera-
tion theatre complex and the up-
grading of the sterilisation com-
plex involving the expansion of
clean room.

On the issue of putting up lead
shield for radiation protection,
Afif said the safety of every pa-
tient and staff is very important
and will be looked into.

He said the operating theatre,
which was renovated at the end of
2016, was due to be completed in
October last year and an extension
was given until April this year.

“Until now, it is not completed.
I will be liaising with the health

Dr Jahizah (left) conveying the
plight of the Penang Hospital to
Dr Afif (right). With them are Velan
(second from left) and Wong (third

from left).

minister and health ministry. The
way I see the amount of work that
needs to be done, it will take more
than six months. So, the earliest
completion for the OT is early
next year,” he said.

Wong said the meeting was a
“good” one as Dr Afif is in the
know of the needs of the hospital
and what is causing the delay.

“We hope he will help get
things moving faster because of
the state’s good rapport with the
federal level,” said Wong.

“As staff of the hospital, our
objective is to serve the people.
Sometimes, the doctors get frus-
trated because they cannot carry
out the operations here.

“Sometimes, it causes diffi-

culty to elderly patients who have
to go to Bukit Mertajam because
their mobility is restricted, espe-
cially those with cataract.

“Some may encounter prob-
lems finding the BM hospital and
coming back. The doctors them-
selves will also have to go over
there and finish work around
midnight,” he added.
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Bagan flood

WOES

Story & pix by Victor Seow

THE state government wasted no
time in making sure things were
back to normal as soon as possible
at Taman Bagan, especially at the
Bagan Specialist Centre, by in-
stalling water pumps to draw out
the excess water from the mon-
soon drain into Sungai Mak
Mandin.

This was confirmed by Zairil
Khir Johari, who’s exco for
Works, Utilities and Flood Miti-
gation, when he visited the site
located just beside Bagan Special-
ist Centre with Bukit Mertajam
MP Steven Sim, Bagan Dalam
assemblymember M. Satees, Se-
berang Perai Municipal Council
(MPSP) councillor Joshua Woo
and officers from the State De-
partment of Irrigation and Drain-
age (JPS) on May 29.

“These two portable pumps are
a short-term measure as we al-
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ready have an existing flood
mitigation project at a cost of
RM40 million which is fully
borne by the state government.
The project which is the most
costly undertaken by the state
government began in March this
year,” Zairil told the media.

“I have passed the message to
MPSP that the person-in-charge (of
handling the pumps) needs to be
punctual in arriving at the place
when he’s most needed. If it’s half
an hour, it means he must be here
in half an hour. We will address this
lack of manpower because there are
20 pump houses in the whole of
Seberang Perai but only 17 person-
nel tasked to manage them. We
can’t afford the delay when there’s
heavy rain,” added Satees.

“There’s also a need for public
behaviour to change by not litter-
ing or throwing rubbish into our
rivers and drains. Don’t simply
throw anything into our rivers and
drains as the sewerage system
would be clogged when it rains,”
Zairil pointed out.

According to Zairil, the com-
pletion of the flood mitigation
project will take 24 months and it
will have a capacity of pumping
excess water at 9,000 litres per
second.

The heavy downpour which
occurred the night before at 11pm
lasted for about 3 hours and re-
corded a massive rainfall of
116mm that caused 30 locations
in Central Seberang Perai (SPT)
and North Seberang Perai (SPU)
to be flooded, Taman Bagan being
one of them. The flood condition
was also made worse due to the
high tide at the rivers.



Penang Forum, Prasarana

pay a courtesy call on CM

THE Penang Forum members,
led by Dr Lim Mah Hui,
called on Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow at his office
in Komtar on June 6.

In an hour-long meeting,
issues pertaining to planning,
development issues and
floods as well as concerns
regarding mega projects
planned for the state were
brought up

“We hope that this would
be a good start in continu-
ously engaging with the State
through dialogue as well as
look for multipronged solu-
tions for the issues facing
Penang,” said Lim.

Meanwhile, the Chief Min-
ister said follow-up meetings
with the group would be ar-
ranged soon.

On June 5, a delegation
from Prasarana Malaysia Ber-
had led by its president and

Group CEO Masnizam Hish-
am paid Chow a courtesy
visit at his office.

The Group manages the
RapidPenang buses and
through its subsidiary, Rapid
Ferry Sdn Bhd, runs the Pen-
ang ferry services which it
took over from Penang Port
Commission earlier this year
as well as the Sultan Abdul
Halim Ferry Terminal (But-
terworth) and Raja Tun Uda
Ferry Terminal (George
Town).

Others in the delegation
included Osman Amir (Head
Operation Support & Control,
Rapid Penang Sdn Bhd), Ab-
dul Rahim Musa (Chief Hu-
man Capital Officer, Prasa-
rana Malaysia Bhd), Lim Jin
Aun (Head Group Communi-
cations & Strategic Market-
ing, Prasarana Malaysia Bhd),
Mohd Azam Omar (Chief

Masnizam, on behalf of the Prasarana delegation, presenting a memento to Chow.

Executive Officer Rapid Bus
Sdn Bhd), Muhammad Ya-
zurin Sallij Muhammad Yasin
(Head Pro-Term Task Force,

Rapid Ferry Sdn Bhd), Mohd
Azmi Abdullah (Chief Oper-
ating Officer, Rapid Penang),
Yusri Hushairi (Head Bus

Maintenance, Rapid Penang)
and Ahmad Shabuddin Abdul-
lah (Head Operations, Rapid
Penang).

Baking skills help single mothers to generate income

AS the saying goes, “Give a man
afish, and you feed him for a day;
show him how to catch fish, and
you feed him for a lifetime”, single
mothers at the Sungai Pinang
People’s Housing Projects (PPR)
housing are given a platform to
acquire skills in baking so that they
can generate income.

Sungai Pinang assemblymem-
ber Lim Siew Khim constantly
puts forth effort to provide quality
life for the people in her constitu-
ency.

As such, baking classes have
been initiated by Lim at the Sungai
Pinang PPR flats for single moth-
ers to help them with their living.

“The idea to come up with this
project emerged somewhere in
December last year, and we need-
ed a place for the bakery, so we
discussed with the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) about our
concept of initiating the ‘Charity
Bakery For Everyone’ since the
building (Sungai Pinang PPR
Flats) belongs to the council.

“At the moment we have eight
single mothers undertaking the
baking programme which com-
menced on March 6.

“Two days in a week, Tuesday

and Thursday, from 2pm to 5pm,
the ingredients are provided by
donors, they just need to come,
learn and bring back whatever that
they have baked. So they learn
baking skills at zero cost,” said
Lim during the soft launch of the
bakery on March 31.

A team of professional chefs are
on hand to teach the single moth-
ers.

According to Lim, the buns
made are fresh without any pre-
servatives so it must be eaten in 24
hours.

She also stated | {§ill
the donors wantto | §
remain anony-
mous as they are
doing this as part of | §
the Corporate So- |{
cial Responsibility.
(CSR)

“So today we are
here for a soft |
launching of the
‘Charity Bakery For
Everyone’ and the 8
single mothers have
successfully made
700 buns since morn-
ing and all these buns |¥
will be distributed to

E

the baking class

the residents here,” Lim said.

“Now they can be independent
and make a living with the skills
they acquire from the classes, most
importantly, they do not need to
spend a penny to learn the baking
skills.

“My main concern is to help

" them to generate a sustainable

income,” added Lim.
One of the participants, Shak-
ila Bee Madagany, 49, expressed

Freshly baked buns
from ‘Charity Bakery For
Everyone’.

Lim (fourth from left) in a group picture with the participants of

her excitement on the bakery
classes.

“By taking part in this pro-
gramme, it helps me to learn bak-
ing skills and boosts my self-con-
fidence as well.

“Ithelps me to generate income
and at the same time gives the
courage to stand on my own feet

“YB Lim is such a people-
centric leader who always works
on improving the lives of others,
she has done a lot for the people
here,” said Shakila when was
asked on her feelings about the
programme.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang

(M)

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

(M

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

(T

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04-383 9131
F) 04 -383 2131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Arumugam

(T)

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman
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N.19 JAWI N5 SungaiDua : - - N25 Pulau Tikus  : - -
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AGE is definitely not a factor if one
has the interest and will to serve the
people.

DAP’s youngest elected representa-
tive in the 14th General Election,
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen said he was lucky
to have experienced a wide spectrum
of services despite being only 31 now.

Daniel said he first had interest in
politics when he was eight-years-old.

“Despite my young age, I under-
stood the party’s struggle.

“I remember how my family coped
with the election mood back in 1995,
when my uncle Gooi Seong Kin con-
tested the Berapit state seat under the
DAP ticket.

“I also remember pasting the DAP
stickers at the back of my primary
school textbooks,” Daniel said in an
interview on June 1.

Daniel said he first entered politics
in 2009 when he became an assistant
for the former Batu Lancang assem-
blymember Danny Law Heng Kiang.

“I became a DAP member in 2010
and I helped out as a party staffer in
2012.

“In 2013, I worked for state execu-
tive council member Jagdeep Singh
Deo. I handled matters concerning his
portfolio,” he said.

Daniel thanked the party and the
state representatives for the opportuni-
ties given to him.

“This experience helped me to un-
derstand and serve the people better. I
am grateful to have been given the
chance to serve the community,” he
said.

He also thanked his voters in Peng-
kalan Kota for their support.

Daniel said Pengkalan Kota is a
“matured” and developed area in
George Town.

“Pengkalan Kota is a well-balanced
constituency —rich in commercial ele-
ments, residential homes, heritage
sites and tourist attractions.

“There is a need to keep such a
matured environment sustainable.

“Among the issues that I plan to
look into are the traffic condition in
Pengkalan Kota and the proposal to
upgrade the Cecil Street market.

“Currently there are limited parking
lots at the Cecil Street market,” he
said.

June 1-15, 2018

‘Experience useful in
serving people’

Daniel said he also planned to outto more people,” he said. r
launch a mobile service programme to The Bukit Mertajam-born as- !
serve more people in his constituency. semblymember thanked his

“The mobile service programme family for being supportive.
will be held on the first and third Sat- “They understand my { 1 p—
urdays of each month. I plan to go for  duty as the people’s repre- - '

my walkabout on the second and sentative and I am very ».\ .

Ch

fourth Saturdays, so that I can reach  grateful,” he said. g 1 d
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PEOPLE say youth are the leaders of
tomorrow, hence it is crucial to de-
velop our youth today and prepare
them for the future.

Penang Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee stressed
the need to have a platform for youth
to build their interpersonal skills.

June 1-15, 2018

Providing a platform
for youth

“I want to focus more on youth
because they are our future. Many
youth of today are unable to commu-
nicate effectively as they lack self-
confidence.

“Some are also unable to do well in
their job interview or even write a
proper resume,” Soon told Buletin

Mutiara at his office in Komtar on
June 5.

Soon, 41, said he wanted to provide
a platform for youth to develop their
interpersonal skills.

“I feel that it is important to de-
velop our youth. I have been meeting
various departments and associations
under my portfolio to discuss ways
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to help our youth.

“For a start, perhaps we can
look at providing classes to build
their self-confidence. We want our
youth to be able to present them-
selves comfortably in public.

“For example, we give them the
microphone and they can speak
with confidence in public.

“By mastering the art of public
speaking, it also helps our youth
to earn some extra income. They
can be good masters of ceremonies
or emcee at events,” he said.

Soon said he is one of the direc-
tors of Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC) for the past
four years.

“PYDC has organised various
events that benefit the youth. One
of the exciting events was the
Pinang Fiesta that promotes entre-
preneurship among youth,” he
added.

Soon said he also wants to build
young talents in sports.

“We need continuous talents in
our country, not just in ‘famous’
sports such as badminton, hockey
and squash, but in all sports.

“I will be paying more attention
on the ‘less famous’ sports such as
table tennis, netball and volley-
ball,” he said.

Soon added that he also wanted
to bring back the traditional sports
and games.

“Traditional sports and games
such as the congkak, kite flying,
top spinning and guli (marbles) are
what we played in the olden days
and they shall not be forgotten.

“It will be good for our young-
er generation to understand and
experience our traditional sports
and games,” he said.

Soon said he is open to sugges-
tions and proposals to help de-
velop the youth and sports in
Penang.

Those who wish to present some
ideas can contact his office at 04-

6505136.
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Take home ‘a miniature forest’

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

SINGAPORE-trained land-
scape architect Vin Chee, 35,
not only loves what he is doing
as an arborist but actually runs
the extra mile in treating it as
his vocation to (in his own
words) “bring the forest back
to one’s home”.

The self-confessed plant
and forests lover shared his
aspirations, dreams and in-
sight with Buletin Mutiara — to
bring nature closer to every-
one and to make it a part of
one’s everyday life — in the
tranquil surroundings of his
“plant lab” cum café in George

“Our origin was in this very
same shop with the conceptu-
alised plant lab and a small
cafe to allow our patrons to
enjoy coffee and immerse
themselves in an environment
surrounded by plants and min-
iature forest.

“Eventually we also ex-
panded by having an outlet at
Gat Lebuh Macallum and a
new concept store at Beach
Street,” said Vin.

Out of curiosity, Buletin Mu-
tiara posed the question ‘Why
plants?” and Vin was quick to
point out that it was the forest
which truly captures the very
essence of the philosophy be-
hind Moonshop Gallery.
“Instead of plants, I'd ask
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‘Why forest?” We started with
the forest concept. I'm a land-
scape architect and designer by
profession and I’m also an ar-
borist. Having said so, I have
always pondered on how to
bring the beauty of our forest
into our living environment.

“My team is made up of
designers, architects and arbo-
rists so we have a mixed blend
of professions in a related
field coming together to work
on our concept which we call
forest aesthetic. We want the
forest lifestyle to blend in with
one’s daily lifestyle and we do
it through our products.

“We also conduct work-
shops here because most peo-
ple worry about looking after
plants over a long period of
time and have a phobia over
the health conditions of their
plants.

In terms of marketing strat-
egy, Vin relies heavily on so-
cial media and counts his
lucky stars that one of his
products has captured the at-
tention of a major department
store in Kuala Lumpur.

“We are quite low profile
when it comes to promotion
and marketing. We usually do
it only through social media.
Not many people know about
us because we don’t want to
overly commercialise our con-
cept. We also focus on educat-
ing the younger generation by
promoting environmental
awareness among students in
Han Chiang High School eve-
ry week and we are engaged to
participate in Earth Hour in
Kuala Lumpur.”

On a personal note, Vin
expressed his opinion for the
state government to take extra
care in maintaining the trees
around Penang which neces-
sarily requires the expertise of
an arborist.

“I hope the state govern-
ment or perhaps the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
will form a team made up of
professional arborists to main-
tain, trim, treat and even to
shift the trees around us. This
is very important. Such things
shouldn’t be done by contrac-
tors,” added Vin, who’s one
out of the less than 30 ac-
knowledged arborists through-
out Malaysia.
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GTF 20

Story by Danny Ooi
Pixby Law Suun Ting

THE George Town Festival
(GTF) this year is scheduled to
be held from Aug 4 till Sept 2.

The five-week-long event
will see festival programmes
in collaboration with Thailand,
Taiwan, Singapore and local
ones from Kelantan.

This was revealed by festi-
val director Joe Sidek during
his courtesy call on Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow on
June 4 at Komtar.

He also hoped to have a
joint press conference with the

18 scheduled for Aug 4 - Sept 2

Chief Minister and other re-
lated agencies of the festival
before the opening date on Aug
4.

“We hope the state will also
look into the long term plans
for George Town Festival
which has become a yearly af-
fair,” he added.

Meanwhile, Chow said the
arrangement for the meet-up to
look into the festival arrange-
ments and concerns will be
held soon.

Chow (third from right), Joe and
staff from GTF coming together

for a group photograph during
the courtesy call.

Council
striving to
ease traffic
congestion
in Balik
Pulau

A PROPOSAL to upgrade an
800m-long village road (con-
necting Jalan Balik Pulau and
Jalan Pondok Upeh) in Balik
Pulau has been approved by
the Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) Infrastructure
and Traffic Committee.

MBPP mayor Yew Tung
Seang said the council was
looking at ways to ease traf-
fic congestion in the area.

“The proposed alternative
road can reduce traffic con-
gestion by up to 30%.

“We will engage a con-
sultant to conduct further
detailed and feasibility stud-
ies before we call for a ten-
der early next year,” Yew
told a press conference after
chairing the council meeting
at the City Hall on May 24.

The approval was granted
by the committee on May
17.

Yew added that the pro-
ject would take about 24
months to complete.
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Industrial Revolution 4.0 is
future of Malaysia

Story & pix by Tanushalini
Moroter

PERMATANG Pauh MP Nurul
Izzah Anwar has emphasised
the importance of enhancing the
expertise of the workforce na-
tionwide so as to enable them
to embrace the Industrial Revo-
lution 4.0.

“This is the right time for us
to ensure a better future for our
younger generation. We need to
align ourselves with Industrial
Revolution 4.0,” said Nurul 1z-
zah during her visit to Penang
Skills Development Corpora-
tion (PSDC) on May 28..

“Whatever success that we
achieve, it inspires the rest to
follow suit. I have got the ap-

sources Minister M. Kulasega-
ran for a meet up session be-
tween him and the PSDC team”
she said, adding the develop-
ment made by PSDC with re-
gards to Industry Revolution
4.0 in Penang must be shared
with the rest of Malaysia.

Nurul Izzah thanked former
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng
for introducing the German
Dual Vocational Training Pro-
gram in 2015 in Penang which
is the first of its kind to be in-
troduced in Malaysia.

“In July we will be witness-
ing the graduation of the stu-
dents (in the German Dual Vo-
cational Training Programme).

“If the programme turns out
to be a huge success, the syl-

curriculum at university level
as well as other similar institu-
tions.

“This is the future of the
country,” added Nurul Izzah
who said that skill-based syl-
labus should also be included
in the school curriculum.

Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain,
the state exco for Rural Devel-
opment, Consumer Affairs and
Entrepreneur Development,
who was also present during the
visit, reaffirmed the state gov-
ernment’s full support in em-
bracing Industrial Revolution
4.0.

“The state government will
continue to support the initia-
tives taken by all parties in
moving towards Industrial 4.0
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Nurul Izzah (left) trying out the ‘Virtual Reality’ device at the
PSDC’s Virtual/Augmented Reality Lab while Abdul Halim looks
on.

pointment with Human Re- labus can be absorbed into the in the state,”” he said.

JOURNALISM AWARD

Deadline: 31* July 2018
Announcement of winners: October 2018

Published materials between:
1* July 2017 - 30" June 2018
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MPSP told to balance
growth with sustainability

Chow (centre), Rozali (left) and MPSP secretary Rosnani Mahmod
(right) attending the meeting at the MPSP building in Bandar Perda.

AS Penang moves towards being
a smart and international state,
it also needs to safeguard the
environment, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said.

Chow said it is crucial for
Penang to strike a balance be-
tween growth and sustainability.

“It is our duty to ensure that
Penang continue to grow in a
sustainable way.

“Development is important
for Penang, however, we must
also pay utmost attention to-
wards preserving and conserving
the environment,” he told the
Seberang Perai Municipal Coun-
cil (MPSP) during his visit in
Bandar Perda on May 28.

Chow also said that the fruits
of development must reach all
Penangites.

“We have to ensure that eve-

ryone can enjoy our develop-
ment, especially the B40 com-
munity.

“Help the B40 community to
secure a steady income,” he said.

During the meeting, MPSP
president Datuk Rozali Moha-
mud briefed Chow and the
elected representatives on the
top 26 strategic programmes
from this year until 2022.

“We are working towards
becoming a ‘low carbon city’,
which is a city that is able to
provide basic urban develop-
ment within the city without
compromising the needs of its
people, and at the same time are
able to control the green house
gases emission level below
global average,” Rozali said.

Also present at the meeting
were the MPSP councillors.



MBPP steps up anti-dengue drive

Story & pix by K.H. Ong

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) carried out an anti-dengue
campaign at four locations in Jelu-
tong on June 5 following a rise in
dengue cases.

MBPP mayor Yew Tung Seang
said the spike in dengue cases in 15
hot spots in George Town was “very
alarming” as 337 cases were re-
ported in the first 21 weeks of this
year.

“We hope the public will cooper-
ate with the local authorities and
state Health Department during the
gotong-royong to clean up their
respective areas,” Yew said in his
speech at the MBPP building at the
Esplanade.

“We are carrying out the cam-
paign from today until June 13 with
the help of about 250 volunteers.
The campaign today is also held in
conjunction with the World Envi-
ronment Day that is initiated by the
United Nations. This is also recog-
nised as the People’s Day.”

Yew said besides the uncertain
weather, the couldn’t-care-less at-
titude of the public like throwing
rubbish indiscriminately worsened
the situation.

“I would like to urge the public
not to take this matter lightly. They
(mosquitoes) may be the smallest
creatures but they pose the highest
risk.”

Also present at the meeting were
MBPP secretary Addnan Mohd
Razali, USM director of Centre for

Yew (third from left) showing a video of the efforts taken by MBPP during the World Environment
Day on June 5. Also in the picture is Tan (second from left).

Marine & Coastal Studies Prof
Datuk Dr Aileen Tan Shau Hwai,
Penang Natural Green Organisation
(PNGO) adviser Khor Han Teik,
PNGO chairman Chong Soon
Kheng, JCI Malaysia national ex-
ecutive vice-president Chew Hooi
Mei and Lions Club 308-B2 district
governor Douglas Oh.

Yew said the four places where
the campaign was held were Desa
Green, the Jelutong police station
area, Jalan Kurau and Taman Hijau.

He added that a “Plogclean”
project will be organised by MBPP
and PNGO, and co-organised by the
Federal Manufacturing Malaysia
(Penang Branch), Lions Club Inter-
national District 38-2B and JCI
Malaysia APN at 8am on June 24.

The 15 hot spots identified in

George Town are Jalan Han Chiang,
Jalan Ross, Solok Sungai Pinang,
Jelutong police barrack, Lorong
Damai, Solok Rawana, Jalan Mun-
shi Abdullah, Solok Tembaga, Jalan
Terengganu, Solok Kebun Nyior,
Flat Jalan Kurau, Taman Free
School, Lengkok Hijau, Symphony
Park and Jalan Abdul Ariff.

The theme for this year’s World
Environment Day, celebrated on
June 5 every year since 1974, is
“Beat Plastic Pollution”.

Tan said the proliferation of
plastic waste in the world is very
critical and everyone has a role to
play in reducing the usage of plas-
tic.

“When plastic was invented, we
felt so blessed. But now, it’s a nui-
sance. As the population increases,

the usage of plastic also increases.
By the year 2050, there will be more
discarded plastic than fishes in the
sea,” she said.

The death of a whale in southern
Thailand after swallowing more
than 80 plastic bags on June 2 was
one recent case she highlighted.
Efforts to rescue the whale, which
was found barely alive in a canal
near the border with Malaysia,
failed.

She said turtles sometimes mis-
took the plastic bags as jelly fish and
when they eat it, they can choke to
death.

One measure that Tan would like
to see adopted in Penang is to raise
the price of plastic bags in shopping
malls from 20 sen to RM2 each.

“As each plastic bag is sold at a

mere 20 sen, shoppers tend to close
one eye and buy it. But if it is sold
at RM2, they are likely to grab a
recyclable bag costing RM3.99,”
she said.

“Also, what the public is not
aware of, is the micro plastic now.
What we are talking now is the
macro plastic — what we can see
with our eyes.

“The micro plastic is the one that
is dangerous. Micro plastic can be
from facial scrubs and toothpaste.
Some plastics are not 100% degra-
dable or dissolvable. They become
small, small particles and these
particles become a vector of pollut-
ants. So, when we eat the fish and
crab that had consumed these pol-
lutants, these toxins get into our
system.”

She suggested that restaurants
and fast food chains, like KFC and
McDonald’s, ban straws.

From her experience working at
the USM marine station, she said
the main garbage brought in by
strong current is packaging mate-
rial.

Tan said steps should also be
taken to get plastic factories to ob-
serve rules like proper discharge of
waste into the sea and the manufac-
turing of better quality plastics that
are degradable.

She praised Bangladesh and
Rwanda, which are not as advanced
as Malaysia, for banning plastic and
the latter for imposing a four-year
jail term for those who smuggled in
plastic.

More Penang-Guangzhou
direct flights

CHINA Southern Airlines Com-
pany Limited (CSACL) on June 1
increased its frequency of direct
flights between Penang and
Guangzhou.

“From June 1, 2018, China
Southern Airlines increased its
direct flight from Penang to
Guangzhou to two flights daily,
that is 14 flights weekly,” said its
general manager Liu Zhen Hua.

The airline, which has the larg-
est fleet in China, has the most
developed route network and the
largest passenger volume of any
airline.

“In total, China Southern Air-
lines operates more than 770 pas-
senger and cargo aircrafts.

“It is the first in Asia, fourth in
the world, and has the third largest
number of passengers in the
world,” Liu said during a press
conference on June 1 to announce
the increased flights.

State exco for Tourism Devel-
opment, Culture, Heritage & Arts
Yeoh Soon Hin was also present to
officiate the event. Joining him
was Komtar assemblymember Teh
Lai Heng.

Liu told the media that China
Southern Airlines started its direct
flights to Penang from Guangzhou
on April 3,1991.

He added that for the past 27
years, travellers of both countries
have enjoyed great convenience in

(From sixth from left) Teh, Yeoh and Liu at the launch of China Southern Airlines’ second flight
ceremony at Penang International Airport.

meeting their business and leisure
needs due to these direct flights.
“China Southern Airlines oper-

ates the only non-stop flight from
Guangzhou to Penang that brings
Chinese tourists from Beijing,

Shanghai, Xiamen, Fuzhou,
Chengdu and Chongqing,” he
added.
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Heritage
Celebration
gets bigger!

Story by Tanushalini Mo-
roter
Pix by Su Chin

THIS year marks the 10th anni-
versary of George Town being
bestowed the Unesco World
Heritage Site recognition.

The state government through
George Town World Heritage
Incorporated has been success-
fully organising the George Town
Heritage Celebrations (GTHC)
annually and this year it returns
with more interesting pro-
grammes.

GTHC provides a unique op-
portunity for Penangites as well
as tourists to experience the

beauty of the cultural heritage of
Penang.

This year GTHC which will
be held on July 7, comes with the
theme “Potential-Of the Past, in
the Present, For the Future”
where it explores the potential of
George Town in moving forward
based on its past narratives and
current experiences.

The word ‘potential” also con-
tains the word ‘ten’ to signify the
10th anniversary which will be
celebrated.

In 2008, George Town and
Malacca were listed in the Un-
esco World Heritage Site and it
was a very significant award for
Malaysia.

Yeoh (holding a placard) in a group photo with the event partners.

The soft launch of GTHC was
held at the GTWHI office on June
1 and was attended by newly ap-
pointed exco for Tourism Devel-
opment, Heritage, Culture &
Arts, Yeoh Soon Hin.

“I’m deeply honoured to be
entrusted with handling the port-
folio of tourism development,
heritage, culture and arts for the
state of Penang.

“All of us play a part in the
heritage conservation of our city
George Town.

“And let us work together as
we implement and adopt the best

practices to protect our cultural
heritage and strive towards sus-
tainable tourism,” said Yeoh.
“George Town is truly an au-
thentic city with its multicultural
trades, heritage, traditions and
unique architecture and the 10th
anniversary of George Town’s
listing as a Unesco World Herit-
age Site is an incredible mile-
stone for all of us,” he added.
For more information on the
celebrations and registration of
the site excursion which is also
part of the programme, visit gt-
whi.com.my/gthc2018, call 011-
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51319213 or follow George
Town Heritage Celebrations on
Facebook (George Town Herit-
age Celebrations) and Instagram
(@heritagecelebrations) for the
latest updates.

According to Yeoh, GTHC
will feature the much anticipated
Street Festival and site excur-
sions where visitors will be able
to explore 8 places of worship in
George Town giving a platform
to learn more on religion and
culture that co-exist in our multi-
ethnic society.

State will continue to upgrade markets, hawker sites, food complexes

EXCO for Local Government,
Housing and Town & Country
Planning Jagdeep Singh together
with Jelutong MP RSN Rayer
brought goodwill and cheer to the
children at the paediatric ward of
Penang General Hospital with
their Raya hampers and ang pau.

“We have been doing this for
the past 10 years and I believe it
is important for us to bring cheer
to these kids during the holy
month of Ramadan.

“We will continue to do this
every year,” said Jagdeep during
his visit to the Penang GH on
June 2.

After their visit to the paedi-
atric ward, Jagdeep and Rayer
distributed aprons and dates to
the traders along Jalan Utama
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) hawker site.

Speaking on another matter,
Jagdeep said many of the council
hawker sites, markets and food
complexes have been upgraded.

“From 2008 to 2017 we have
spent some RM50.6 million to
upgrade the local council mar-
kets and food complexes for 33
projects.

“Our plan for 2018/2019, on
the island, the Batu Ferringhi
market (RM9.1 million) is near
completion, whereas the building
of a new market at Teluk Kumbar
is on review and the upgrading
of Taman Free School market is
at the planning stage as well.

“For MPSP (Seberang Perai
Municipal Council), from 2008
to this year we have spent
RM10.2 million for upgrading
markets and also building a new
market.

“The new project that we have
for 2018/2019 is the Tenggiri
(RM 18 million) and Bukit Mer-
tajam (RM20 million) markets.

“And also upgrading of Taman
Jawi Jaya market (RM 90,000 ),”
said Jagdeep who is now helming
the local government portfolio
which was formerly held by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

“Whatever that we have done,
we need to re-look to make sure
itis in good condition, and as the
exco for local government, I give
my commitment to continue the
work done by YB Chow so as to
ensure that existing markets,
hawker sites and food complexes
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Jagdeep (second from left) and Rayer (fourth from left) in a group photo with the hawkers at the
Jalan Utama Ramadan Bazaar.

are maintained optimally.

“If there are any complaints,
channel it through your MPs and
assemblymembers and I will
give my 100% commitment to
it.

“Cleanliness is very impor-
tant, and that is why I give em-
phasis to the maintenance of the
markets, hawker sites, food
complexes.

“Moreover cleanliness is a

motto of the state government,
and it is our commitment to the
public.

“It is now my responsibility to
ensure cleanliness of these plac-
es,” he added.



Buklt Dumbar reservoir beneﬁts

315,000 pe()ple

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alvie Cheng

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon
Yeow on June 1 officially
launched the RM9.3 million
Bukit Dumbar Reservoir 4
(BDR4) which will benefit about
315,000 people and high-tech
manufacturing companies in
Bayan Lepas.

According to Chow, BDR4
which is located within the vi-
cinity of Bukit Dumbar Recrea-
tional Park has a maximum de-
sign capacity to store 36 million
litres (36ML) of treated water.

It will benefit the southern
areas of Penang island in the
following ways; availability of
more treated water to meet fu-
ture water demand, enhanced
water supply security 24/7 and
365 days a year, less incidences
of water supply disruptions as
related to treated water availa-
bility, lower risks of water short-
ages especially during dry sea-
sons and more consistent deliv-

ery of water to all supply areas
even during periods of high
water demand.

The Chief Minister, in his
speech, also highlighted an in-
crease of 11% in Penang’s water
demand from an average of 744
million litres per day (MLD) in
2008 to an average of 826 MLD
in 2017.

“The point I wish to make is
that Penang’s water demand
does not remain the same, year
after year. It will continue to
grow, in line with population
growth and increasing socioeco-
nomic activities. More people
and more businesses will need
more water in the future,” he
said.

“PBAPP (Penang Water Sup-
ply Corporation) stays ahead of
water demand in Penang by
implementing smart and effec-
tive water engineering projects
and services. As aresult, Penang
has achieved a water treatment
reserve margin of 34.8% in
2017, the highest in Malaysia. A
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Jaseni (left) briefing (second from left onwards) Chow, Lim, Ramasamy and Zairil on the significance

of BDR4.

high water treatment reserve
margin is important because it
means that our risk of a water
supply shortage is low,” added
Chow.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, exco member for
Works, Utilities and Flood Mit-
igation Zairil Khir Johari, Sun-

Penang Fiesta to help young

entrepreneurs expand business

PENANG Fiesta 2018 represents
the fourth event organised by Pen-
ang Youth Development Corpora-
tion (PYDC).

The initial and the second,
themed “Pinang Fiesta” and
“Pinang Culture” respectively,
were held in 2017 at Upper Penang
Road and Sunway Carnival, Se-
berang Jaya.

Meanwhile, Penang Fiesta 2018
themed “Fesyen Pinang” was held
in Komtar in April this year.

“At the fiesta today, 20 stalls
operated by young entrepreneurs
from Penang have successfully
introduced various products to the
public,” exco for Youth & Sports
Soon Lip Chee said when officiat-
ing ‘“Penang Fiesta 2018 - Young
Entrepreneurs” on June 2 at
Komtar.

Also present was chief execu-
tive officer of PYDC, Teng Kok
Liang.

Soon said from Pinang Fiesta,
a total of 40 young entrepreneurs
have benefitted through sales of

Soon (third from left, second row) and Teng (second from left) coming together for a group photograph
with stall operators at the launch ceremony.

various products.
Some 350 young entrepreneurs
have involved themselves in

Pinang Fiesta since 2017 and
15,000 members of the public have
visited the event.

At the function, Soon also pre-
sented certificates of appreciation
to all stall operators.

gai Pinang assemblymember
Lim Siew Khim as well as
PBAPP and PBA Holdings Ber-
had chief executive officer Da-
tuk Jaseni Maidinsa.

World Cup
broadcast is free,
says Finance
Minister

FINANCE Minister Lim Guan
Eng has explained that the Fed-
eral Government would not be
spending a single sen for the
rights to air the 2018 World Cup
matches.

“Although the actual cost of
the broadcast licence is RM30
million, the cost will eventually
be covered through sponsorship
from private companies.

“These private companies
will be able to obtain their returns
through advertisements that will
be screened during the World
Cup live broadcasts,” Lim told a
press conference in Komtar on
June 3.

Lim said viewers who wished
to watch the World Cup matches
could save at least RM100 each.

Also present at the press con-
ference was Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

The 2018 FIFA World Cup
will take place in Russia from
June 14 to July 15.
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