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No water rationing
for next 10 years

Story by Danny Ooi

PENANGITES can be assured there
will be no water rationing for the next
10 years after the Penang Water Supply
Corporation (PBAPP) completes the
RM125million Butterworth-Penang
Island Twin Submarine Pipeline pro-
ject.

Speaking to the media during a tech-
nical visit to the completed Package
One site in Macallum Street Ghaut on
March 19, Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng congratulated PBAPP, adding that
the corporation can claim credit for not
imposing water rationing for the past
10 years.

Lim said the project ensures that
Penang lives up to its “no water ration-
ing” policy in the future, for the benefit
of the people and thousands of busi-
nesses on the island.

“This is something that no other state
in the country has achieved,” Lim added.

“The implementation of the new
Butterworth-Penang Island Twin Sub-
marine Pipeline project reflects our
unwavering commitment to ensure that
supply is always ahead of demand.

“Other than no water rationing,
PBAPP is the most profitable water
supply operator in Malaysia, with the
cheapest water tariff set at RM0.32 per
1,000 litres for the first 32,000 litres.

“Besides, Penang also achieved the
highest water reserve margin of 34.1%
among the other states in the country.

“We achieved this through our 4P
partnership (public, private, people,
professional) and the good management
of PBAPP,” Lim, who is also PBAPP
chairman, added.

Jaseni (left) explaining to Lim what the project entails. - Pix courtesy of PBAPP

Also present were PBAPP chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa, exco
for Public Works, Utilities and Transporta-
tion Lim Hock Seng and Komtar assem-
blymember Teh Lai Heng.

Meanwhile, Jaseni said the new
submarine pipeline project is being
developed in three packages:

® Package 1, which encompasses the
laying of 0.9km of 1,800mm land pipe-
lines in the Macallum area in George
Town has been completed at a cost of
about RM9.2 million.

e Package 2A and 2B involve the
laying of 0.8km of 1,800mm land pipe-
lines in Butterworth. PBAPP is await-
ing approval from the Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP), Lembaga
Leburaya Malaysia (LLM) and Kere-
tapi Tanah Melayu Berhad (KTMB) to
commence work.

® Package 3 will see the laying of
3.2km of 1,200mm twin submarine pipe-
lines from Butterworth to the Macallum
area on Penang Island. The open tender is
scheduled to be called by May 2018.

Jaseni said the entire project was
scheduled for completion by December
2020.

“When completed, the new Butter-
worth-Penang Island Twin Submarine
Pipeline will deliver up to 315 million
litres per day of treated water from the
Sungai Dua water treatment plant to
PBAPP pump houses and treated water
will then be re-pumped to water con-
sumers throughout the southern parts
of Penang Island and Balik Pulau,” he
said.
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Restoring iconic Sia Boey

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Nur Afigah Zainudi

SIA Boey, the old Prangin Mar-
ket, is set to become an iconic
landmark in George Town when
arejuvenation project kicks off
soon.

“Our objective is to trans-
form Sia Boey into an area that
facilitates the coexistence of
development and heritage con-
servation,” said Chief Minister
Lim Guan Eng in his speech at
the launch of the Sia Boey Re-
juvenation Project on March
25.

Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC), which owns Sia
Boey, is collaborating with the
George Town World Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI) to revi-
talise Sia Boey.

Present at the launch were
Deputy Chief Minister I Datuk
Mohd Rashid Hasnon, Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, Komtar assembly-
member Teh Lai Heng, PDC
general manager Datuk Rosli
Jaafar, GTWHI general man-
ager Dr Ang Ming Chee, Pen-
ang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Yew Tung Se-
ang, MBPP secretary Addnan
Mohd Razali and PDC corpo-
rate communications division
senior manager Shahril Cheah.

i o g R
venation project would cost
approximately RM6 million
and is scheduled to be com-
pleted in August.

It includes rehabilitation of
the Prangin Canal, conservation

Lim said Phase 1 of the reju-

et
of the
upgrading of landscaping at the
site.

Phase Two will be the resto-
ration of the shophouses and
upgrading of its surrounding
landscape.

“The vision of the project is
to protect Sia Boey’s heritage
buildings and practices while
promoting a sustainable and
liveable public space,” added
Lim.

A two-week public exhibi-
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With Komtar in the
background, this row
of shophouses near the
Prangin Canal gives ‘the old
meets the new’ look.

tion showcasing the project’s
overall concept plan also start-
ed on the same day as the
launch, first at Sia Boey market
(March 25-30) and then at the
GTWHI office at Acheh Street
(April 2-6).
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Another milestone for PDL

THE Penang Digital Library
(PDL) which created a buzz in
town with the first e-reading
experience for Penangites at-
tained another milestone with
the launch of its second phase,
PDL 2.0.

The groundbreaking ceremo-
ny of PDL phase two was held
on March 16 at Jalan Masjid
Negeri (beside PDL Phase One).

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng, who officiated the ground-
breaking ceremony, expressed
his excitement towards the pro-
ject which would provide a
conducive reading environment,
a tranquil atmosphere surround-
ed by lush greenery.

“Penang Digital Library
which opened two years ago
embarked on a new milestone
with its expansion.

“This shows that 4P (public,
private, people, professional)

partnership works in Penang.

“PDL serves as one of the
core elements in promoting
STEM learning,” said Lim in his
speech.

Lim also stressed on the im-
portance of mastering English
with regards to technology.

“When we talk about Industry
4.0, everything revolves around
artificial intelligence especially
machine learning.

“Being tech-savvy certainly
needs mastery in the English
language as everything involv-
ing technology requires English.
Learn soft skills and at the same
time learn English,” added Lim.

Also present were state exco
members, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Yew
Tung Seang and several state
assemblymembers.

PDL phase 2 is expected to be
completed by December.




Role of international education

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ah-
mad Radzi

REFLECTING on his experience
as an international student in Aus-
tralia, the friendship and the peo-
ple-to-people links in addition to
the educational experience were
key benefits highlighted by Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng on the
importance of an overseas educa-
tion.

“With the presence of a variety
of top-class, internationally recog-
nised colleges and universities, I
believe Penang will provide a
strategic location and conference
venue for delegates from all over
the region,” Lim said when he
officiated the Asean Australia
Education Dialogue at Equatorial

Hotel in Bukit Jambul on March
22.

“Penang is also rated the eighth
most livable city in Asia. The state
has highly regarded industrial,
tourism and medical infrastruc-
ture.

“It has also been called the
Silicon Valley of Asia, due to the
cutting-edge technology used in
many manufacturing processes
adopted by the multinational cor-
porations in the state,” he added.

Also present were counsellor
for Education and Science at Aus-
tralian High Commission Berna-
dine Caruana, former Australian
Ambassador to Thailand, James
Wise and convener of the Asean-
Australian Education Dialogue,
Micheal Fay.

Lim said the state government

Lim (eighth from left) joining
photograph.

through Study Penang aspires to
establish Penang as a world-class
education hub, increase awareness
and recognition of the educational

members of Asean-Australian Education Dialogue for a group

sector and leverage in the present
and future needs of the private sector.

“We hope this event will be a
fruitful one and foster discussions

on challenges and opportunities
that lead to a stronger partnership
between Asean and Australia
through education,” he added.

100% relief for Seberang
Perai dialysis centres

SEBERANG Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) president Datuk
Rozali Mohamud said the state exco
meeting on Feb 14 had approved the
application of 100% assessment tax
relief for all dialysis centres operating
in Seberang Perai under provisions
of Section 135, Local Government
Act 1976 (Act 171).

MPSP had also uploaded the
brochure concerning this under Sec-
tion 135, Act 171 in its official
website.

The objective is to guide those
who qualify under the guidelines.

“So all operators of dialysis cen-
tres in Seberang Perai are urged to
visit MPSP’s official website at
www.mpsp.gov.my to check on the
conditions set for 100% tax exemp-
tion under Section 135, Act 171,”
Rozali told a press conference after
the MPSP monthly meeting at
Bandar Perda on May 22.

On another note, Rozali said the
Rejuvenation of Nurseries and Care
Centres Programme (Program Per-
mutihan Taska and Pusat Jagaan) is
aimed at getting approval from local
authorities to ensure that such prem-
ises abide by guidelines in technical,
safety and cleanliness aspects to
avoid problems of being fined for
non-compliance.

He stressed that from 2006 till
March 2018, a total of 33 nurseries
and 44 care centres were not licensed
in the whole of Seberang Perai.

“MPSP only received three ap-
plications so far to convert their

residence to nursery in Seberang
Perai Tengah.

“While for Seberang Perai Utara
and Seberang Perai Selatan, there is
not a single application being re-
ceived,” he added.

Rozali also said in conjunction
with World Water Day 2018 on
March 22, MPSP will launch the
Online Pledge Form for saving wa-
ter.

“The theme for World Water Day
2018 is ‘Nature for Water’. The
theme will give focus to the chal-
lenges concerning water in the 21st
century and the benefits of a low
carbon city.

“The celebration of World Water
Day is in line with the aspiration of
Seberang Perai to be a low carbon
city by 2022. It is also to encourage
residents of Seberang Perai to under-
stand the importance of taking care
of the environment and the source of
water,” he added.

The Online Pledge Form will be
open for one month from March 22
till April 20.

The results of this initiative will
be revealed during the celebration of
World Water Day on April 22.

After the full council meeting,
Rozali led the councillors present in
the lucky draw sessions for tax pay-
ers who paid up the full amount for
2018.

Atotal of 65 winners were picked,
comprising 10 who paid at MPSP
counters and 55 who did their trans-
actions online.

Penang
International
Food Festival

14-29 APRIL 2018

SIZZLING FOOD AND CULTURE! J

STREET FOOD FESTIVAL

14 - 15 APRIL

21 - 22 APRIL 28

- 29 APRIL
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Story by K.H. Ong

Empowering women and

WOMEN issues, sports and youth
programmes are close to the heart
of state exco member
Chong Eng.

Uppermost in her
mind is about
building a happy
and healthy fami-
ly unit.

She recalled
that in her maiden
speech at the Penang
State Assembly in 1995
when she was the sole opposi-
tion member, she brought up two
issues — one on childcare facilities
and the other on environment.

“Childcare is dear to me,”
Chong Eng, a grandmother herself,
said in an interview with Buletin
Mutiara.

“Childcare facilities can help
liberate women from home so that
they can contribute economically.

“I would like to do more but the
state government has its limitations
to set up affordable and quality
childcare centres. These centres
must be subsidised every month
and are meant for those in the B40
category earning less than
RM3,000 per month.”

Learning from the problems
that beset the childcare centres it
set up in Rifle Range flats in 2008
and Bukit Mertajam in 2011, the
state government has quite suc-
cessfully operated the Taska
diKomtar since 2014.

Chong Eng expressed her wish
that it can be expanded to accom-
modate 40 to 50 children from the
current 24.

Industries or corporate firms are
encouraged to set up their own
childcare centres or do so jointly
with childcare operators.

That move, Chong Eng says,
will help reduce delinquency and
social problems which meant the
government will not have to build
more rehab centres or jails.

Chong Eng believes that chang-
ing the mindset that women have
to be tied down at home is very
crucial to empower them.

“There are many very capable
women but they don’t want to join
politics. They think politics is dirty
because of corruption. They prefer
to join NGOs (non-governmental
organisations).

“People think politics is so
away from their own life. No.
Politics decides our life actually.
Politics decides your working en-

vironment; how your children are
going to have childcare facilities;
what school facilities your child is
going to have and whether your
child can have an equal
opportunity to get a
scholarship.
“These are all
politics, because
these are all the
decisions made by
the politicians. But
if we really prac-
tise government by the
people and for the people,
it should be fine. Then, they
should make decision based on
what people need and what people
want. But the problem is some
politicians make decisions on what
their cronies want. That is where
the problem starts.

“That is why I say women must
use their votes wisely. To vote for
candidate and a party that take their
voice seriously, take their demands
seriously and take their family
seriously.”

On whether there will be more
Penang women candidates for the
coming 14th general election,
Chong Eng said: “It cannot be less
than the last round although it’s not
easy to find suitable candidates.”

By 2021, all Village Develop-
ment and Security Committee
(JKKKSs) in Penang must have
30% women or the JKKK will not
be endorsed by the state govern-
ment.

“This is just a start. We want to
inspire the girls to be anywhere and
have no limitation because of their
gender,” explained Chong Eng.

Penang celebrated the Interna-
tional Women’s Day (IWD), which
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Chong Eng and Penang Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Mol:nd Rashid Hasnon

Y

holding a placard among

the big crowd for a 3km walk in the “Penang Against Bullying” campaign in Beach Street on Feb 25.
Also present were Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and his wife Betty Chew, Rashid’s wife Datin Norazizah
Haron, Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim (left) and Sungai Pinang assemblymember Lim Siew Khim (second

from left).

fell on March 8, by holding a series
of events throughout March such
as runs, art exhibition, women’s
artistes presentation, family carni-
vals, handicraft workshops and
women’s empowerment seminars.

On sports, Chong Eng said there
is a lot of room for improvement
for competitive games as the Pen-
ang State Sports Council works
with the 44 associations under its
umbrella.

Upcoming events like the Pen-
ang Eco Run (100km, 100 miles,
50km and 30km) in Bukit Merta-
jam on May 13-14 and the Asia
Pacific Masters Games (APMG)
on Sept 7-15 will further put Pen-
ang on the world map.

“I am proud Penang has been

chosen as APMG host for the first
time. This is green tourism, using
the existing sports facilities.”

Sports can also be organised for
charity while at the same time
carry a message. Chong Eng cited
an example when her office helped
Eden Handicap Service Associa-
tion hold a “Walk, Run and Wheel”
carnival a few years ago to raise
RM1 million to help run the as-
sociation and buy five vehicles to
ferry disabled members to work or
hospitals.

Chong Eng is a strong advocate
of exercise, urging parents to see
that sports is an important factor to
mould the character of their chil-
dren.

Chong Eng said the state gov-

Chong Eng (centre) posing with JCI United Penang members at the ‘Say Yes to Breastfeeding’
campaign on April 18, 2017.

ernment is very supportive of
programmes involving exercise
and has upgraded parks and built
pocket parks.

She said she would like every
community to have a community
area and have courses for parents
if they want to learn how to talk to
their children, take care of the
emotional development of their
children and how to protect their
children from sexual assault.

Chong Eng said the chief minis-
ter has a policy that every constitu-
ency must have a futsal court or a
basketball court with a roof. The
state is also building facilities for
competition and will upgrade the
Relau swimming pool and build an
international swimming pool in
Ampang Jajar on the mainland.

Chong Eng, who is also in
charge of Chinese and missionary
school affairs since 2008, is happy
that the state provided annual al-
location to 124 of them this year.

“Penang is the only state be-
sides Selangor to give out this kind
of allocation. We have developed
a mechanism as time goes by and
are able to allocate money accord-
ing to their needs by January this
year. Many schools are very happy,
especially the school boards.”

Chong Eng said the Penang
state government has been per-
forming reasonably quite well.

“At least, we try to walk our
talk. We might not do everything
perfect. If we make any error, we
try to correct it. And we try to make
it better.”
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Don’t wait 163 years for gender equality!

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter

AFFIRMATIVE actions are need-
ed to close the gap between men
and women, exco for Youth and
Sport, Women, Family & Com-
munity Development Chong Eng
said at the launch of International
Women’s Day celebration at De-
wan Sri Pinang on March 8.

“I urge everyone to be proac-
tive in the efforts to close the
gender gap in the country.

“According to the World Eco-
nomic Forum, our country is way
behind in the initiatives to close
the gap between women and men
in which Malaysia is ranked 104
out of 144 countries,” Chong Eng
said at the event.

“Based on the report, the gap

between men and wom-
en can only be nar-
rowed in year 2186
and that is some
168 years from
now.

“This is really
disappointing, af-
firmative actions
should be taken at all
levels such as the govern-
ment, private sector and society
to narrow the gender gap,” she
added.

The state-level IWD celebra-
tion was launched by Penang
governor’s wife Toh Puan Maji-
mor Shariff.

International Women’s Day
which is observed on March 8
globally is an effort towards clos-
ing the gender gap between wom-

en and men for a more
gender inclusive
society.

“If no efforts
are taken, then
we (our country)
need to wait for

another 100 years
to achieve our vi-
sion (gender equali-

ty),” Chong Eng said in
expressing her concerns pertain-
ing to the efforts in narrowing the
gender gap.

However Chong Eng stated that
women'’s participation in Penang’s
labour force is 57.9% compared to
the country’s overall percentage
(54.3%) which is something that
we can be proud of.

“But the percentage (women’s
participation in the workforce) is

still lower compared to the par-
ticipation of men which is 80.2%,
a difference of 25.9%.

“Apart from that, more women
should participate in politics so as
to legislate gender responsive
laws pertaining to domestic vio-
lence, sexual crime, labour rights
and age limit for marriage.

“The increase of women’s
participation in politics is vital to
create progressive policies to help
out women with low and middle
income as well as encourage
women to venture into entrepre-
neurship,” added Chong Eng.

Also present were exco for Lo-
cal Government, Traffic Manage-
ment and Flood Mitigation Chow
Kon Yeow, exco for Religious
Affairs, Domestic Trade and Con-
sumer Affairs Datuk Abdul Malik

Abul Kassim, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Yew Tung
Seang, state finance officer Datuk
Sarul Bahiyah Abu, Penang Wom-
en Development Corporation
(PWDC) CEO Ong Bee Leng,
Sungai Pinang assemblymember
Lim Siew Khim and representa-
tives from NGOs.

The state government has come
together with various organisa-
tions to initiate “Penang for Pur-
ple-Women to Press for Progress”
to commemorate the IWD and to
acknowledge the achievements
made by women.

There are a total of 20 regis-
tered programmes under the
“Penang for Purple-Women to
Press for Progress” which will be
held at various places throughout
the month.

Two Penang women
judokas to raise the bar

PENANG judokas S.Kamini Sri,21,and Goh Xuan
Le, 19, are shining examples of young women who
are willing to sacrifice in order to excel in their sports
and life.

In fact, Kamini has just returned from the Inter-
national Budo University in Chiba, Japan, after
spending a year there to major in judo and pick up
the Japanese language.

Xuan Le, on the other hand, will fly to Chiba on
March 31 to undergo a one-year stint at the same
university.

“I'am passionate about judo and I learnt alot from
the Japanese coaches and judo exponents,” said
Kamini when she, Xuan Le and Penang State Sports
Council (MSN) director Frederick Tan Teck An met
Penang Youth and Sports, Women, Family and
Community Development Committee chairman
Chong Eng at her office in Komtar on March 27.

“The training sessions in Japan were tough.
Besides that, I did not have many friends yet,” re-
called Kamini, who was sponsored to train in Japan
by the Penang Judo Association (PJA), with support
from Chong Eng’s office and MSN.

She is also thankful to PJA head coach Nashriq

INCREASE IN PENANG SENIOR CITIZEN
APPRECIATION PROGRAMME FROM
RM100 TO RM130 AS A RECOGNITION

OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT’S
SUCCESS THROUGH ITS COMPETENCY,
ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPAR-
ENCY (CAT) POLICY IN GIVING OUT
ANTI-CORRUPTION DIVIDENDS.

The Penang Senior Citizen Appreciation programme has been introduced
since 2009 to honour the contributions of the senior citizens in the state
irrespective of race, religion and political affiliation.

Until last year, a total of 167,489 senior citizens have received the ben-
efits of this programme.

Under Marhaen Budget 2018, the Penang state government has given
each recipient an increase of RM30, from RM100 to RM130.

That will see the state government forking out a total of RM22,652,110
as Phase 1 of the programme’s payment to 174,247 people.

The state government has also introduced several measures under
Budget 2018 to ease the residents’ financial burden such as:

®Introducing “I-Love-Penang” smart card to access various social
amenities and facilities offered by the state government.

® Allocating RM60 million for the Healthy Penang Programme for each
household with an income of RM5,000 and below per month. RM300 will

eight years old. Her expenses in Japan will also be
borne by her parents.

“I want to learn the fighting style of the Japanese
judokas and how to improve my skills,” said Xuan
Le, who took up A-Levels at Inti International Col-
lege in Penang.

Atwo-time national champion in the Under-52kg
category, Xuan Le also holds a first-dan black belt.
Her brother, Jing Feng, 17, is also a judoka.

Chong Eng is proud of the achievements by
Kamini and Xuan which she said can inspire other
young girls to emulate them.

“Judo teaches them discipline and respect for
senior and their coaches. It’s also good for the girls
because anywhere they go, they will not be afraid
of being bullied. They know how to protect them-
selves,” Chong Eng said.

“I would like to encourage all parents to send
their children to any sports and take up one martial
art, especially in the city nowadays when bullying
always happen. So, it’s good especially for girls so
that they won’t become victims of violence.”

Xuan Le (second from left) and Kamini
posing with Chong Eng (left) and Tan.

Nasir for grooming her. be credited to the “I-Love-Penang” to pay for service fees (RM50 per
Kamini, who graduated with a visit) to private clinics. Individuals who are not married and earning less

first-dan black belt from the Budo than RM2,500 per month will get a credit of RM 150 annually.

university, said she will eye the e ® Allocating RM15 million in childcare aid for working mothers with

gold medal in Sukma in Ipoh this each given cash incentive of RM300 per year.

year. She won a silver medal
in the Under-57kg category ;£ -

The Penang state government is grateful to the people for their solid support
of an administration based on CAT policy that is also praised by

in the 2013 Sukma in Sel- Transparency International and the Auditor General every year.
angor when she was 16 Thank you.
years old.

For Xuan Le, she said
her parents, Goh Chooi 9
Seng, 52,and Lam Swee Yen, e
49, are very supportive of her _' -

taking up judo when she was W

Lin Cuar €
Penang Chief Minister
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Energetic councillor to watch

IN conjunction with Interna-
tional Women’s Day on March
8, Buletin Mutiara’s Danny
Ooi met upcoming politician
Syerleena Abdul Rashid (pix).

Going by her presence at
various state events, Syer-
leena is one of the fresh and
energetic leaders at local
level.

Holding graphic communi-
cation qualifications, she now
devotes herself fully to her
political duties.

Q: You are a Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) coun-
cillor, a columnist in a news
portal and also hold a
position in a political
party. Can you elaborate
a little bit on these posi-
tions?

A: Being a councillor, we
are those entrusted to
bridge the gap be-
tween communi-

ties and the coun-

cil. Good commu-
nication and en-

gagement is essential to be an
effective councillor.

I also write-articles which
are frequently published and
I also have a column in a news
portal.

In politics, I am DAP Wan-
ita national assistant publicity
secretary, DAP Penang State
assistant publicity secretary
with a focus on media, com-
munications. Besides, I have
been helping the party as
Penang political education
director. My role is to create

a sense of awareness,
highlighting is-
sues, setting up
forums.

Yes,Iama
. workaholic,
can be
¥ stressful
® but I am
deter -
mined to
" see that
this coun-

reform we need.

Q: How do you think being
a woman impacts your lead-
ership style?

A: In some way yes, I tone
down the ‘in the face, asser-
tiveness’. Opinionated women
are often seen in a nega-
tive light, so there
needs to be some
level of under-
standing the hu-
man psyche.

Q: Were there
any important
mentors or influ-
ences in your life
that led you to your
current position?

A: The most obvious — my
parents. Without them, I
wouldn’t be here today and
life would have been very dif-
ferent.

Q: What advice would you
give a young woman starting
out in her career?

A: If you believe in some-
thing, do it. Do not pay atten-
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convenience stores, fast food restaurants, convenience stores at
petrol stations, chain stores, pharmacies and etc.
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Registration can be done at:

LSed QEF LD @)L MI&seiT:

Kaunter Berpusat Majlis Perbandaran
Seberang Perai, Jalan PERDA Utama,
Bandar PERDA, 14000 Bukit Mertajam, Penang.
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Tabung Akaun Amanah Kebajikan
N lau Pinang
Tifle0 S anmme
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The RMO0.20 collected would be channeled towards the “Tabung Akaun Amanah Kebajikan Negeri
Pulau Pinang” for the eradication of poverty in Penang through the Equitable Economic Agenda (AES).
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tion to the negative sound
bytes. Do not take heed of the
naysayers who belittle you
because of your gender. Please
know that a support system
does exist and this is the most
important thing a woman
needs to get through
this world that is
still filled with
misogyny and
patriarchy.
Q: What is
the one char-
acteristic
that you be-
lieve every lead-
er should possess?
A: Being a good listen-
er, empathetic, dedicated.
Good speaking skills, adapt-
ing well to situations and be
humble.

Able to read between the lines
and understanding your political
opponents. Know yourself, know
your enemy — a thousand battles,
a thousand victories.

Q: What is the vision (in
general) you have for women
in Penang?
A: Most obvious is that I want
to see more women in politics.
We have the resources but we
need to get rid of the barriers and
especially this fear of getting
actively involved in politics.
Penang is unique — we have
achieved so many great feats
in terms of promoting women’s
rights like PWDC established
in 2011, two women mayors,
one who is now the executive
director for UN Habitat. Also
Nicol David, international
squash player — they are great
women to aspire to.
Q: What are you doing to
ensure you continue to grow
and develop as a leader?
A: Continue learning, read,
meet people and throwing
myself into uncharted territo-
ries to chip away at the fear of
the unknown. Experience is
the best leader.

workers of the restaurant.

Woman power
running restaurant

THE Magalir Villas restaurant
is unique in that it is run by
women.

That itself is an inspiration for
other women out there to buck
the trend and even venture into
unknown territory.

This restaurant is located at
Lebuh Kampong Benggali, But-
terworth.

This year marks the 10th year
of the restaurant owned by S.
Ramaiah.

There are seven women
working in Magalir Villas, with
S.Vijayaletchumi and R. Pakia-
wathy mainly in charge of daily
operations.

“Usually, the norm is for men
and women to work in a restau-
rant, but in Magalir Villas, we

believe in woman power,” said
Vijayaletchumy during an inter-
view with Buletin Mutiara on
March 26.

Pakiawathy added that they
started to run this restaurant to
foster a closer rapport among the
community of women and drive
a meaningful change.

“The community over here is
very supportive of our business,
so much so we will open an-
other branch at Taman Chai
Leng Park, Perai in May,” said
Pakiawathy.

Magalir Villas believes in
serving clean and delicious food
while giving value for money.

It is open from 7am to 4pm
on Mondays to Saturdays.

It is closed on Sundays.



Striving to excel in textile business

WHAT makes a successful entre-
preneur?

This was the question that came
to the mind of R. Punitha, 47, and
her husband N. Manogaran, 50,
when they decided to start their
textile business in Market Street at
Little India, George Town.

“Life was simple. I
was a housewife while
my husband was
working as a sales
assistant at a textile
shop also in Little
India.

“We were living
our simple lives for 23
years. Then in 2008, my
husband and I decided to make
a life-changing decision by setting
up our own textile business,” Pu-
nitha said.

Tucked in the busy street of Lit-
tle India, Punitha Textiles is famous
for its variety of traditional wears
such as saree blouses, Punjabi suits,
karisma/karina suits, kurta/kurtis
suits, lengga suits, ready-made
sarees and much more.

“My husband and I decided to
create our own future. We knew
that it would be hard.

“We had to persevere and we
did. I started to take up tailoring
classes to build up my skills.

“We opened our business in
2008. My husband who has 23
years of working experience in the
textile shop, helped to grow our
business,” she added.
Pointing at the
10-year-old Sing-

er sewing ma-
chine at the
shop, Punitha
said: “I bought
this sewing ma-
chine since we
opened our shop. It
has been 10 years.”
“This sewing machine
still works perfectly,” she told
Buletin Mutiara on March 23.

Recollecting the challenging
moments, Manogaran said their
first year of business was rather
difficult.

“We did not have enough capi-
tal to grow our business then. We
could only take in a small amount
of stock.

“Thankfully the state govern-
ment initiated the Projek Titian
Saksama Rakyat (PTSR micro-

their shop in Market Street.
credit scheme) to help petty traders
and small businesses like us,”
Manogaran said.
“We applied three times and
were offered a loan of RM4,000 in
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2013, RM8,000 in 2015 and
RM10,000 in 2016.

“The loan helped us to success-
fully grow our business. The PTSR
micro-credit scheme is so good that
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Punitha (right) and her husband Manogaran (centre) showing a customer the colourful sarees at

we have also recommended it to
our friends and family members,”
he said.

For more details, call Manoga-
ran at 017-5536192.

What is women's
empowerment?

WHY is there women’s em-
powerment and not men’s
empowerment? Because every
day is men’s day and only
March 8 marks International
Women’s Day.

Exco for Youth & Sports
and Women, Family & Com-
munity Development Chong
Eng said this when she offici-
ated Women’s Empowerment
Seminar 2018 at MPSP Audi-
torium, organised by Persatu-
an Kebajikan Asas Pulau
Pinang (PKAPP) on March 25.

Women empowerment
means emancipation of wom-
en from the vicious grip of
social, economical, political,
caste and gender-based dis-
crimination.

It means granting women
the freedom to make life
choices.

It is a thought which in-
tends to make women stronger
to make them realise their
power, to make them believe

that dreams do come true.
“Women should empower
themselves by learning on their
own and a lot of women out
there work very hard to em-
power themselves especially
when their men are not around.
“Some widows are an ex-
ample. They brought up their
children, even 10 of them all
on their own. A fitting saying
is ‘Women are like teabags,
you never know how strong
they are until they’re in hot
water’,” Chong Eng said.
“Inequality in power be-
tween men and women tends
to make women the victims of
violence. We must bring gen-
der equality which has a
chance to reduce violence
against women. Women might
enjoy themselves being equal
partners to the men, as the
world is changing,” she added.
“We encourage the society
to be more friendly and open
minded with women to give
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Chong Eng and participants of the seminar posing with some children.

opportunities, so that they can
break the glass ceiling.”
Also present as panellists
were clinical support senior
manager Dr. Jeyashree Srini-

vasan, Penang Women Devel-
opment Corporation CEO Ong
Bee Leng, Befrienders Penang
chairman Dr. Florence Sinni-
ah, Penang Social Welfare

Department senior assistant
director Haslinda Abd Samad
and Inspector Ananthiy
Thachinamurthi from the po-
lice.
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Caring for our future generation

Story by Christopher Tan

AFTER successfully setting
up three free People’s Tuition
Centres in Penang last year,
the state government set up
another 19 this year to benefit
more students in Penang.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said the state is willing
to invest in the future.

“Our children are our fu-
ture and education is very
important. That is why the

state has always been encour-
aging our young generation to
study hard and study smart.

“We have various pro-
grammes such as the Golden
Student Scheme to encourage
our students to study.

“The state also spent a
huge sum of money to invest
in STEM education (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics),” Lim said in
his speech before opening the
free tuition centre in Mutiara

Idaman 2 flats in Jelutong on
March 17.

The centres are managed
by Penggerak Komuniti Muda
Pulau Pinang (PEKA).

Lim also spoke on other
Penang initiatives such as the
RM300 one-off payment for
first year Penang students who
had successfully enrolled into
local polytechnic institutes,
from this year onwards.

“Besides that, the state gov-
ernment also disburses the

RM1,000 one-off payment to
Penang students who further
their studies in local universi-
ties in Peninsula Malaysia.
“Those who further their
studies in local universities in
Sabah or Sarawak receive a
RM1,200 one-off payment.
“More than 21,000 Penang
students benefited from this
scheme since 2008,” he added.
PEKA chairman Steven
Sim said the free tuition cen-
tres would benefit many stu-

dents.

“These centres are in all
five districts in Penang. Par-
ents can learn more about
these centres from their re-
spective Pakatan Harapan
MPs, state assemblymembers,
or coordinators,” he said.

Also present were Penang
Welfare, Caring Society and
Environment Committee
chairman Phee Boon Poh and
Sungai Pinang assemblymem-
ber Lim Siew Khim.

Hilton’s
Double Tree
Resort opens
in Penang

PENANG officially became the fourth
key destination for Double Tree by Hilton
properties in Malaysia after Kuala
Lumpur, Johor Baru and Malacca on
March 22 at a media preview event which
was attended by Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng.

Located at the prime tourist belt of
Batu Ferringhi, the 316-room family-fo-
cused and full-service resort is approxi-
mately 15km from the Unesco World
Heritage Site of George Town.

The resort also offers meetings and
events facilities with a ballroom that can
accommodate up to 550 guests and three
function spaces covering an area of more
than 5,000 sq ft in total, thus making it an
ideal venue for private, social events as
well as seminars.

“This is truly an exciting day for Pen-
ang. Of all the beautiful states in Malay-
sia, we are proud to be home to the
brand’s first hotel in Penang and the
country’s very first Double Tree Resort,”
Lim said in his speech.

“Penang is a visual treat for tourists
and this idyllic resort set in the dynamic
northern beach area of Penang will
surely meet rising demand from interna-
tional and local travellers. Double Tree
Resort by Hilton Penang is truly a new
resort for one to experience the best in a
state that provides the best in comfort and
cultural diversity,” he added.

Also present were exco member for
Tourism Development and Culture Danny
Law, Penang Global Tourism chief ex-
ecutive officer Ooi Chok Yan, Hilton
Malaysia regional general manager Jamie
Mead and Double Tree Resort by Hilton
Penang general manager Linda Giebing.
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The reception area in the lobby speaks volumes of the resort itself.

Basketball court for Perkampungan Juru folk

RESIDENTS of Perkampungan Juru in
Bukit Mertajam have every reason to
celebrate with the construction of a new
sheltered basketball court there.

The construction of the 100ft by 70ft
court is scheduled to be completed in two
months.

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said
there is a futsal court in the neighbourhood
and the new basketball court would be an
added facility for the residents.

Lim handed over a mock cheque for
RM290,037.20 to Perkampungan Juru
Seberang Perai Tengah JKKK chairman

Cheah Kim Weng during a ceremony at
Perkampungan Juru on March 19.

Also present were Local Government,
Traffic Management and Flood Mitigation
Committee chairman Chow Kon Yeow
and Works, Utilities and Transportation
Committee chairman Lim Hock Seng.
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2020 date for state museum

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Adleena Rahayu

THE historic Penang State Mu-
seum located along Farquhar
Street is set to reopen in 2020
after a RM20 million restoration
and retrofitting effort was an-
nounced by Chief Minister Lim
Guan Eng on March 21.

This initiative by the state
government which began in on
April 15, 2017 is supported by
George Town Conservation and
Development Corporation
(GTCDC) which is also a tripar-
tite technical partnership involv-
ing Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI) of the Penang state gov-
ernment, Think City Sdn Bhd and
the Aga Khan Trust for Culture.

“When we closed down the
museum last year, the initial plan
was just to do some repairs. But
we finally decided that doing
repairs is neither here nor there
because at the end of the day, we
won’t see a very big change. And
it doesn’t fulfil our aspiration to
restore the building. We might as

well do the entire wing (by re-
storing it),” said Lim at a press
conference held within the mu-
seum premises.

The whole project will involve

the restoration of the existing
two-storey museum building and
an extension of its new west
wing.

The ambitious initiative aims

‘Beautiful mind’ Kenzon

WHEN the going gets tough,

18-year-old Kenzon Yeoh did
not just give up.

“I am very grateful to my
parents who sent me to school
from our home in Bukit Merta-
jam to SMK Georgetown on
Penang Island.

“My parents have provided
me with a good education and
I do not wish to disappoint
them.

“I vowed to make them
proud with my SPM results and
I did,” Kenzon said after re-
ceiving a RM500 reward from
the state government at the
Chief Minister’s Office on
March 16.

Kenzon, who is visually
impaired, emerged as the top
student among 114 candidates
in his school.

He scored 5A+ and 2A-.

When he was given the op-
portunity to address the media,
Kenzon humbly attributed his
success to the people who have
helped him in his journey.

“This is not my success
alone. I managed to achieve
this success due to the efforts

of many people who helped me
to achieve this result,” he said.

Kenzon thanked his parents,
primary and secondary school
teachers, St Nicholas Home for
the Blind, the Penang state
government, state Youth,
Sports, Women, Family and
Community Development
Committee chairman Chong
Eng, Berapit assemblymember
Lydia Ong and his friends for
helping him during his times of
need.

“My ambition is to be a
computer programmer so that I
can help others who are visu-
ally impaired and disabled,” he
said.

@CAT programme director
Howie Chang said two words
came to his mind when he met
Kenzon.

“The two words are ‘beauti-
ful mind’. I admire him for his
commitment and strength.

“Kenzon has a strong mind
to propel himself to achieve
what he wants to achieve.

“We welcome him to drop
by @CAT anytime. We can
discuss the idea further and

Lim (in white shirt) unveiling the artist impression of a restored Penang State Museum with (from
right) Ramasamy, Tan and Haryany.

to restore and transform the mu-
seum to its former heritage glory
when it formerly housed the
Penang Free School back in the
1820s.

The restoration and retrofitting
works will unveil a redefined mu-
seum experience integrating both
functional flow and exciting state-
of-the-art interactive technology.

Furthermore, its emergence as
a main hub of MAGnet (Museum
and Art Gallery Network) is also
highly anticipated once completed.

It will then serve as a venue
for exhibition events as well as
public-participation workshops
that will definitely enhance mu-
seum experience in a collective
impact.

The MAGnet initiative serves
to provide stewardship on how
museums, galleries and other
cultural institutions in Penang
need to change to meet the de-
mands of the 21st century.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, Penang State Mu-
seum curator cum director Har-
yany Mohamad and museum
board members Joe Sidek and
Tan Bee Eu, who’s also the ar-
chitect for the restoration initia-
tive.

Kenzon (centre) addressing the media at the press conference in Komtar. With him are his father

Yeoh and mother Thee.
perhaps work on a project to
realise his dream,” Chang said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng presented the RMS500 re-
ward to Kenzon.

“Kenzon has made his par-
ents and his school proud. It is
not easy to be the top student

in your school. His success
proved that if we have the cour-
age and commitment to fight
for our dream, nothing can stop
us from realising it,” Lim said.

Also present were state Wel-
fare, Caring Society and Envi-
ronment Committee chairman

Phee Boon Poh, Penang Works,
Utilities and Transport Com-
mittee chairman Lim Hock
Seng, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) councillor
Joseph Ng, Kenzon’s father
Yeoh Chin Yeau and mother
Thee Suh Pyng.
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Hindu temple seeks

aid for

Story by K.H. Ong

SRI Muthu Mariamman Temple in Lorong
Kulit could be the 100th recipient of the
Tabung Amanah RIBI fund when it submit-
ted an application for financial help to re-
pair its roof.

State Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jagdeep Singh
Deo, who is also in charge of the RIBI
fund, received the application from temple
chairman Thangaraj Manickam Krishnan
at an afternoon prayer session in the temple
on March 23.

The temple is located in Datuk Keramat,
which comes under Jagdeep’s constituency.

So far, RM3.5 million had been dis-
bursed to 99 places of religious worship
other than Islam from the fund established
by the Penang state government since
2016. Of the 99 recipients, Jagdeep said 44
were Chinese temples, 31 Hindu temples,
17 churches and seven gurdwaras.

“The temple has requested for assistance
to repair its leaking roof. I have told them
to furnish the necessary documents for

roof re

processing. If they act fast by next week,
they can be the 100th recipient,” said Jag-
deep, adding that a successful applicant
can obtain a maximum allocation of
RM50,000.

“We still have RM5.7 million in the
fund. The money is contributed by devel-
opers who were unable to allocate plots for
non-Muslim houses of worship. So, we are
giving back to the community,” he said.

On March 15, Jagdeep was at a mock
cheque presentation at the Assumption
Church where he announced that the
church’s application for further financial
assistance under Tabung Amanah RIBI had
been approved.

“That is an amount of RM50,000,”
Jagdeep said.

Earlier, some RM50,000 was also al-
located to the Assumption Church from
RIBI fund, now an amount of RM50,000
is given for further renovation works.

Also present were Assumption Church
Fund Raising committee chairman John
Lau and Bishop of Penang, Rt. Rev Datuk
Sebastian Francis.
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Jagdeep showing the leaking roof as Thangaraj (second from right) and his temple
committee members look on.

Lim (fourth from right) presenting a cheque to chief executive
officer Joan Lim (sixth from right) as Lau (fifth from right) looks on.

THE biennial Mount Miri-
am Cancer Hospital charity
food fair is back this year
with loads of lip-smacking
local delicacies.

The ‘Ho Chiak’ Charity
Food Fair 2018, is sched-
uled to be held from 9am to

3pm, on May 6 at the hos-
pital grounds.

“We disburse about
RM100,000 every month to
aid the needy patients, es-
pecially those with finan-
cial constraints,” Mount
Miriam Cancer Hospital
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raise funds for needy

Board chairman John Lau
told a press conference in
Komtar on March 19.

“We give them discounts
or even a full waiver if they
meet the criteria,” he added.

Lau said the hospital
aims to raise RM600,000
from the charity food fair.

“If the date of the event
coincides with the general
election, we may post-
pone,” he said.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said the state would
like to support the hospi-
tal’s effort in helping those
who are suffering from
cancer.

“l am contributing
RM60,000 from my alloca-
tion to assist the hospital,”
he said before presenting
the cheque to the hospital
at his office in Komtar.

For more details on the
charity food fair, call 012-
5383094 or 016-2148816.



Penang i4.0 Seed Fund for startups
launched!

CHIEF Minister Lim Guan
Eng launched the Penang
i4.0 Seed Fund on March 10
which is a special seed pro-
gramme initiated by the
state government through
investPenang and @CAT
Penang for the provision of
funding for qualified high
potential early stage tech-
nology startups and enhance
the growth of Penang’s tech
ecosystem.

Speaking to technopre-
neurs, interested parties in the
tech startup ecosystem as well
as members of the media, Lim
made known the intention of
his administration in launch-
ing the seed fund.

“The i4.0 Seed Fund in-
tends to build, attract and
retain talents in the data-
driven digital era and to spur
the tech startup ecosystem
to realise Penang’s potential
as Asia’s next Silicon Val-
ley.

“We hope that this i4.0
Seed Fund will catalyse

more of Penang-powered
companies such as ViTrox,
Exabytes, Piktochart and
Cytron. This is a ‘pay for-
ward’ programme where
there is no requirement to
return the grants back to the
state. The real return of in-
vestment from this seed fund
is when the successful start-
ups that benefited from the
fund contribute back by
providing high value jobs,
knowledge transfer with
tech-based and knowledge
intensive economic activi-
ties all powered in Penang,”
Lim said.

The Penang i4.0 Seed Fund
offers funding amounting up
to RM150,000 to assist start-
ups with innovative technol-
ogy products and services to
attain commercialisation.
Value added services such as
mentorship and linkages are
also provided.

Terms and conditions as
well as eligibility criteria
apply and more information

The launch of the i4.0 seed fund signifies the concerted effort by the state to boost its tech startup

ecosystem.

can be obtained at acatpen-
ang.com/i4seedfund.

Also present at the event
were exco members Chow
Kon Yeow (Local Govern-

ment, Traffic Management
and Flood Mitigation) and
Chong Eng (Youth & Sports,
Women, Family and Com-
munity Development), State

Secretary Datuk Seri Farizan
Darus, investPenang CEO
Datuk Loo Lee Lian and @
CAT Penang programme di-
rector Howie Chang.

Grab the chance to compete at APMG

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah

REGISTRATION is now open
for those interested in taking
part in the Asia Pacific Masters
Games (APMG) Penang 2018.

Exco for Youth & Sports,
Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development Committee
chairman Chong Eng launched
the APMG registration counter
at Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) headquarters
on March 20.

The counter will be handled
by personnel from MPSP
Sports Club, known as Pesuka.

“Our target for APMG 2018
is to attract at least 5,000 par-
ticipants. You only need to select
your sport, fill up the form and
pay the registration fee which is
RM190 for locals and US$190
for foreign participants.

“APMG will have partici-
pants from as far as Brazil,
Chile, Russia, Estonia, Finland,
the United States and Canada.

“Locals will get to enjoy a
much attractive fee package

Rozali showing the registration counter while Chong Eng looks on.

that is subsidised by the state
government.

“Sign up and show that Ma-
laysians, especially Penangites
also have skills and sportsman-

&
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ship to compete on this inter-
national platform and make
Malaysia proud,” Chong Eng
said in her speech.

On another note, MPSP

president Datuk Rozali Moha-
mud said it was indeed a great
honour for Seberang Perai to
be given the opportunity to
host four out of 21 games fea-

tured in APMG which are golf,
tenpin bowling, hockey and
weightlifting.

APMG is sanctioned by the
International Masters Games
Association (IMGA) and rec-
ognised by the International
Olympic Committee (I0C).

The event, which consists of
21 sports, will be held from
Sept 7 to 15 at over 27 venues
with more than 2,000 medals
to be won.

The sports to be held are
archery, athletics, badminton,
basketball, cycling, football,
golf, hockey, lion dance, net-
ball, shooting, softball, squash,
swimming, table tennis, teak-
wando, tennis, tenpin bowling,
volleyball, weightlifting and
wushu.

Until today, over 800 par-
ticipants from 33 countries
have signed up for APMG
Penang 2018.

So, don’t miss out on the
opportunity to be part of the
historic first-ever Masters
Games in the Asia Pacific re-
gion.
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AIR PUTIH
YAB Tuan Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 829 0614

PANTAI JEREJAK
YB ngi Mohd. Rashid Hasnon
rashid.hasnon@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 646 4700

PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 9131
F) 04 -383 2131

PADANG KOTA
YB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

}T; 04-2260218
F) 04 - 226 0218

BATU MAUNG
YB Datuk Abdul Malik Abul Kassim
abdmalik@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1968
F) 04 - 626 5496

BAGAN JERMAL
YB Lim Hock Seng
limhockseng@penang.gov.my

T) 04-3317175
F)04-3317175

BATU LANCHANG
YB Law Heng Kiang
lawhengkiang@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 282 6419
F) 04 - 282 6419

SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 3028

DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh DEO
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

(T) 04 -390 5109

BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Law Choo Kiang
lawchookiang@penang.gov.my

}T; 04 -588 0818
F) 04 - 588 0885

AIR ITAM .
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwai@penang.gov.m

T) 04 - 828 0926
F) 04 - 828 0926

BERAPIT
YB Ong Kok Fooi
ongkokfooi@penang.gov.m

(T) 04 - 530 8476

MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

m 013-399 0519
04 - 551 1442

TANJONG BUNGAH

YB Teh Yee Cheu (T) 04 - 899 9581
dappenang.cagw.teh@gmail.com

JAWI

YB Soon Llp Chee T) 04 - 594 1163
dunjawi@hotmail.com F) 04 - 594 3163
PENGKALAN KOTA (T) 04 - 250 1521
YB Lau Keng Ee 04 - 250 1522
dappengkalankota@gmail.com (F) 04 - 250 1523

BAGAN DALAM
YB Tanasekharan a/l Autheraphy
atana@first.net.my

T) 04 - 323 5870
F) 04 - 323 5870

KEBUN BUNGA
YB Cheah Kah Peng
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Hj. Maktar Hj. Shapee
adunan.dunsgbakap@yahoo.com

T) 04 - 582 7549
F) 04 - 582 8648

KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
H 04 - 227 7068

PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin
clementyeoh@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 827 8868

PULAU TIKUS
YB Yap Soo Huey _
yapsoohueydap@gmail.com

T) 04 - 226 5217
F) 04 - 227 5217

PERMATANG PASIR
YB Datuk Hj. Mohd. Salleh Man
adunptgpasir@gmail.com

T) 04 - 398 4226
F) 04 - 398 4226

NAMA ADUN

PENAGA
YB Mohd. Zain Ahmad

No Tel/ No Faks

O|
o
|
Zz
=
>
o
[=
Zz

(T) 04 - 351 5825

BERTA
YB Shonful Azhar Othman

T) 012 - 411 4620
F) 04-5758670

PINANG TUNGGAL o
YB Datuk Haji Roslan Saidin

T) 04 - 398 3555
F) 04 - 397 3555

PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Omar Abd. Hamid

[T% 04-573 4630
F) 04-573 4630

SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T) 04 - 575 7454

TELOK AIR TAWAR
YB Datuk Jahara Hamid
jahara.hamid@gmail.com

T) 04 - 351 2873
F) 04 - 351 4389

SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Datuk Mahmud Zakaria
datomahmud@umpangroup.com.my

T) 04 - 593 3100
F) 04 - 593 9529

BAYAN LEPAS
YB Nordin Ahmad

Sedang dikemaskini

PULAU BETONG |
YB Muhamad Farid Saad

T) 04 - 866 4202
F) 04 - 866 4202

TELUK BAHANG
YB Shah Haedan Ayoob

[T% 04 -866 1760
F) 04 - 866 1821

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS PARLIMEN

A ‘_L_Lf__‘s

No Tel/ No Faks

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999
& PENYELAMAT
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM 04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419
WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang) 04-398 8340
EPF 04-226 1000
SOCSO 04-238 9888
JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

PARLIMEN KEPALA BATAS

Che Norma Binti Mehat 012 - 440 2167

hiasnorma@gmail.com

PENAGA

Mohd. Radzi Bin Wahab 013 - 407 6038

mohd.radzi230@gmail.com

BERTAM

Abdul Latif Bin A. Rahman 013 - 4352324

PINANG TUNGGAL

Muhasdey Bin Muhamad 019 - 437 2887

muhasdey@gmail.com

PARLIMEN TASEK GELUGOR

Dato’ Jasmin Bin Mohamed 018 - 468 6610

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

PERMATANG BERANGAN

Abu Hassan Bin Awang 019 - 423 6779

SUNGAI DUA

Yusri Bin Isahak 019 - 337 4055

ysiregnot@gmail.com

TELOK AIR TAWAR

Mustafa Kamal Bin Anmad. 019 - 556 9552

mustafakamalmkba@gmail.com

SUNGAI ACHEH

Mohd. Rizal Bin Abd. Hamid 012 - 424 3878

rizalhamid.ppksa@gmail.com

PARLIMEN BALIK PULAU

ohd. Yusmadi Bin Mohd. Yusoff 011-1038 3993

yusmod/ yusoff@gmail.com

BAYAN LEPAS

Azrul Mahathir Bin Aziz 017-594 1976

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

PULAU BETONG .

Syed Mohamad Nazli Bin Syed Ahmad | 012 - 429 6542

TELUK BAHANG

Zainudin Bin Noordin 017 - 4647372

zainuddin.noordin@gmail.com

PERMATANG PASIR .

Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil 019 -274 6671

faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com
TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377

JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH 04-261 0290
PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN KANAK-KANAK 04-829 404¢
CAP 04-829 9511

BEFRIENDERS PENANG
PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-281 5161 / 04-281 1108

04-229 8555

PROGRAM PENGHARGAAN WARGA EMAS/OKU/IBU TUNGGAL/
PROGRAM ANAK EMAS/ PROGRAM RAKAN ANTI KEMISKINAN/ PROGRAM PELAJAR EMAS

N1 Penaga :-

N2 Bertam -

N3 Pinang :-
Tunggal

N4 Pematang : -
Berangan

N5 Sungai Dua : -
Né Telok Air :-

BUKIT TENGAH
YB Ong Chin Wen
pkrbkttengah@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 508 3977
F) 04 - 508 3677

PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
}F; 04 - 538 4871

SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
dapsungaipinang@hotmail.com

(T) 04 - 282 6630

BATU UBAN
YB Dr. T. Jayabalan
drjiayabalan@gmail.com

T) 04 - 656 2605
F) 04 - 656 0699

SERI DELIMA

YB Sanisvara Nethaiji Rayer a/l Rajaiji T) 04 - 659 5611
rsnrayer@yahoo.com F) 04 - 659 6611
DAP PENANG HQ {T; 04 - 228 8482
dappg@sfreamyx.com F) 04 - 228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

Tawar
N7 Sungai Puyu : 012 - 480 5495
N8 Bagan : 013 - 449 0366
Jermal
N9 Bagan 1016 - 473 1963
Dalam
N10 Seberang 04 - 390 5109
Jaya
N11 Permatang :010 - 406 2128
Pasir 013 - 595 6865
N12 Penanti 04 - 538 2871
04 - 538 3871
N13 Berapit : 016 - 401 3507
017 - 446 1817
N14 Machang :012 - 474 09464
Bubuk 012 - 473 0964
N15 Padang :017 - 552 8928
Lalang 014 - 945 9786
N16 Perai : 04 -383 9131
N17 Bukit :013 - 518 8735
Tengah
N18 Bukit Tambun: 016 - 404 9120
017 - 378 4448
N19 Jawi :017 - 408 4784
012 - 456 5018
N20 Sungai :019 - 552 8689
Bakap 012 - 542 4454
N21 Sungai :-
Acheh

- Mr.Lee

- Yeap Choon

Keong
- Gesan

- Nor Hayati

Mohd. Iskander

- Nurdafiqah
- Rosli
- Tira

- Mr.Lim

- Yeoh Ee Yee
- Andrew Chin

- Ikhwan

- Chan

- Lai

- Sri Sangar

- Lim Tuan Chun

- G.Dumany
- Khor

- Abdul Halim

- Mr. Khor
- Norjuliana
- Hasbullah

N22 Tanjong :012 - 465 0021 - Tina
Bungah 011 - 12441069 - Hezreen
N23 Air Putih :04 - 829 0614 - Hong Kian
Beng
N24 Kebun :012 - 493 3342 - Cheng Kok
Bunga Eong

N25 Pulau Tikus

:017 - 956 3237 - Quah

N26 Padang Kota: 012 - 431 7015 - Johnny

Chee
N27 Pengkalan :012 - 401 1522 - Ch’'ng Chin
Kota Keat
N28 KOMTAR :010 - 811 7300 - Razin
N29 Datok : 04 - 226 2464 - Kalvinder
Keramat
N30 Sungai 04 - 282 6630 - Nayim
Pinang
N31 Batu : 04 - 282 6419 - Karuna
Lancang
N32 Seri Delima :019 - 4474362 Mahen
012 - 5242549 James
N33 Air ltam :012 - 4730736 - Anne
016 - 4940705 - Janet
N34 Paya :012 - 484 1963 - Toon Hoon
Terubong Lee

N35 Batu Uban

016 - 205 1185 - Frankie Kee

: 016 - 480 0232 - Jalal

016 - 487 8602 - Khairul

016 - 444 3550 - Sathya
N3é Pantai 04 - 646 4700 - Aliff /
Jerejak Shamsudin
N37 Batu :019 - 498 1096 - Amirulzaman
Maung 016 - 428 6158 - Danny Ho
N38 Bayan Lepas - -
N39 Pulau - -
Betong
N40 Telok - -

Bahang
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SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

ylutiara

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MPSP 2018
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MPSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
David Marshel o/l 019 - 412 3397 Bilik Perkhidmatan Awam, 04 - 650 5556
feldelelinen 1. | Elemperu Valuthi Timur Laut Tingkat 3, KOMTAR. 018 - 467 0037
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 2. Abdul Rahim Mohamed Barat Daya Kuarters Kerajaan Negeri 016 - 482 3549
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Bringing robotlcs,
coding to students

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Nur Afina

IT is very important to invest in
robotics learning in order to
reach Industry 4.0, said exco
for Welfare, Caring Society and
Environment Phee Boon Poh.
“Students in primary and
secondary schools need to pre-
pare themselves to be the next
line of leaders in society. They
should think out of the box
since young,” Phee announced
at a press conference on Rero
Robotics and Coding Program
2018 on March 16 at Komtar.
“The most important thing is

to encourage primary and sec-
ondary school students to not
stand alone but practise team-
work. Teamwork and network-
ing are essential to inspire them
to go to the next level in fu-
ture,” he added.

Phee encouraged students to
be there to learn and set up a
Robotics Club in their schools.

“We see a great future for
Malaysia if robotics and coding
can be introduced in schools.
Education is meant to teach
students the basics and guide
them to think out of the box to
suit industrial needs,” Phee
said.

Co-founder of Cytron Tech-
nologies Sdn.Bhd, Tan Eng
Tong said his start-up company
designs and builds different
kinds of electronic components
and learning tools for children
to learn robotics and coding.

A workshop is going to be
held at the USM Engineering
Campus in Nibong Tebal on
March 23, from 8am to 1pm.

More subsequent competi-
tions and workshops for teach-
ers and students will be held
throughout the year.

For more information about
the workshop, call 016-6650069
or visit www.cytron.com.my.

Tan (left) and Phee showing the components of a robot.

BokF celebrates third anniversary

BIKE on Friday (BoF) is a
community of cyclists that
promotes cycling to work on
Fridays.

On March 16, exco for
Local government, Traffic
Management and Flood Mit-
igation Chow Kon Yeow
launched the “Cycling Map”
event in conjunction with
the third anniversary of BoF
in front of Gama Supermar-
ket.

“This activity was started
three years ago by a small
group of passionate cyclists
who promoted the important
first step by forming the BoF
group to cycle to work on
Fridays. This is the cam-
paign to promote cycling as
a mode of transport. It is not
easy to hold and run this
activity for three years but I
think all contributors pre-
sent today have contributed
to this effort and made this
programme successful,”
Chow said in his speech.

“Today we launch this
bicycle map which shows us
the bicycle lanes all over the
island and also close up in
the city. Besides building
bicycle lanes, the state and
local council also promoted
the Link Bike, which began
a year ago. Link Bike has
30,197 people who signed up
as members from 61 coun-
tries, and they travelled
100,048km over the past one

year on Link Bikes,” he
added.

“Other than Link Bikes,
there is the Central Area
Transit (CAT) bus service
which provides free bus ser-
vice in the heritage area.
Over these nine years, more
than eight million people
have used the CAT bus ser-
vice,” said Chow.

Chairman of Penang
Mountain Bike Association
Datuk Bakar Noordin said
this is one of the approaches
to promote the use of bicy-
cle-friendly facilities among
Penangites.

Also present was Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
mayor Yew Tung Seang.

Cycling enthusiasts looking at
the bicycle map at Gama.
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Caring
ogovt for all |
Penangites

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

THE Flood Mitigation Com-
mittee has approved an RMS8
million allocation to combat
floods in Teluk Bahang.

“We have approved the al-
location to replace the two
culverts with two arch bridges
in Kampung Nelayan and in
Jalan Hassan Abas in Teluk
Bahang,” Local Government,
Traffic Management and
Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Chow Kon Yeow
said at a press conference on
March 12.

“Earlier, Teluk Bahang as-
semblyman Datuk Shah Head-
an Ayoob Hussain Shah said he
would seek allocation from the
federal government for the
project. So the project was
held back.

“However, there was noth-
ing from the federal govern-
ment until now. The state de-
cided to take up the responsi-
bility,” Chow said.

Chow added that despite
Balik Pulau parliamentary seat
and the Teluk Bahang state
seat being held by Barisan
Nasional, the state government
continues to care for its rakyat.

“We do not sideline them
because of their political pref-
erence.

“We are a caring govern-
ment for all Penangites,”
Chow said.

Chow was speaking to the
media after a site visit to Kam-
pung Jalan Baru, Balik Pulau.

The community in Balik
Pulau, especially those living
near Sungai Korok and Sungai
Kongsi, have been suffering
from flood damage yearly due
to heavy rainfall and the back-
flow of seawater during high
tide.

Last December, the Kuala
Jalan Baru Village Develop-
ment and Security Committee
(JKKK) sought help from the
state government and the Pen-
ang Island City Council
(MBPP) to reduce the chances
of floods in the area.
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Chow (third from left), MBPP secretary Addnan Mohd Razall (second from right) and the relevant
authorities visiting the site in Sungai Korok to monitor the work progress.

Chow said the two rivers —
Sungai Korok and Sungai
Kongsi — were unable to ac-
commodate the huge volume
of water during heavy rainfall
and the backflow of seawater
during high tide.

“There was also no flood-
control structure (such as
pump house and tidal control
gate) installed.

“Hence, the available solu-
tion was to upgrade and in-
crease the height of the river-
bank to prevent the overflow-
ing of water from the rivers,”
he said.

Chow said the Flood Miti-
gation Committee has ap-
proved an allocation of

RM396,000 for the two flood
mitigation projects in Sungai
Korok and Sungai Kongsi.
The southwest district De-
partment of Irrigation and
Drainage (DID) engineer
Hashim Abdullah said the cost
for the Sungai Korok upgrad-
ing project was RM161,000
although an allocation of
RM198,000 was approved.
“The final cost for the Sun-
gai Kongsi upgrading project
was also lower at RM 159,000
although an allocation of
RM198,000 was approved.
“The upgrading works of
both rivers have started on Feb
12, and are expected to com-
plete after 12 weeks,” Hashim

said.

He added that the upgrading
works of Sungai Korok in-
volve constructing a 300-me-
tre long rubble wall and to
better the existing rubble wall
along the river.

“We will be constructing a
1,000-metre long bund along
Sungai Kongsi, dredge the
river for about 1,000 metres
and build a 230-metre long
rubble wall along Sungai
Kongsi,” Hashim added.

MBPP councillor Edward
Tan and Kuala Jalan Baru
JKKK chairman Eicia Kang
thanked the state government
for their continuous effort to
provide for the people.

Striving to turn Penang into an entrepreneur and welfare state

THE Penang government has
always been striving to turn
Penang into an entrepreneur
and welfare state.

Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Mohd Rashid Hasnon
stressed the need for entrepre-
neurs and small businesses to
progress together with the
state.

“We want all of you to be
successful. We progress to-
gether as a family,” Mohd
Rashid said in his speech be-
fore opening the 5th Penang
Motor Show Entrepreneurship
2018, at the Batu Kawan Sta-
dium on March 18.

The two-day event which
began on March 17 saw some
30 motoring clubs comprising
1,200 cars taking part in the

show.

Meanwhile, the chairman of
the show, Mohd Amin Abdul-
lah said 60 motorists and 24
food trucks took part this year.

“This is a big improvement
as compared to the first show
in 2015 at Queensbay Mall.
There were only 20 motorists
then,” Mohd Amin, who is also
Mohd Rashid’s personal as-
sistant, said.

He added that among the
bikers’ clubs that took part on
the show were JK Bikers, Sky
Team Sdn Bhd, Edaran Mode-
nas Sdn Bhd and many others.

Mohd Rashid and other VIPs
present were also treated to
exciting shows such as the car
drift and the show on helicop-
ters and planes.

Mohd Rashid (second from left) taking a closer look at a miniature plane at the show.
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Purple power

On March 8, 2018 Penang of-
ficially commemorate Interna-
tional Women’s Day (IWD)
2018 at Dewan Sri Pinang,
George Town, with govern-
ment servants, local NGOs and
invited guests. This event was
graced and officiated by Pen-
ang governor Tun Abdul Rah-
man Abbas’ wife, Toh Puan
Majimor Sharif. The state-
level event was jointly organ-
ized by BPEN, Exco for Youth
& Sports and Women, Family
& Community Development,
and Penang Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC).
Dewan Sri Pinang was
decked in purple cloths inside
and outside the building as the
IWD 2018 theme for the state
is ‘Penang for Purple’. The
colour purple which stands for
justice and dignity for all
women, was highly visible as
participants also came decked
in purple clothes and accesso-
ries. In fact, the entire Dewan
was a sea of purple on March
8, with giant purple banners
and streamers lining the cor-
ridors and exhibition areas.
As early as 7.15 am, the
exhibition hall was a hive of
activity with exhibitors busy

Arrival of YABhg. Toh Puan Dato’ Seri Utama Hajah Majimor binti
Shariff for the IWD March 8 Official Event.

setting up booths and arranging
display materials. By 8.00 am,
at the registration tables, par-
ticipants began to register and
collect their purple goody
bags. Voices and laughter filled
the halls as participants waited
for the arrival of invited digni-
taries. The Master of Ceremo-
ny was heard ushering the
participants to take their places
in the main auditorium as the
time neared for the official
event.

With the arrival of YABhg.
Toh Puan Dato’ Seri Utama
Hajah Majimor binti Shariff,

all the participants were seated
inside the auditorium. The
event started with YB Chong
Eng, Exco for Youth & Sports
and Women, Family & Com-
munity Development deliver-
ing her opening speech. It was
followed by the official speech
by YABhg. Toh Puan.

In her speech YB Chong
Eng highlighted the important
roles women play in today’s
society beyond their tradi-
tional traits, as more and more
women are involved in more
challenging mental and physi-
cal professions, such as in se-

Art exhibition by women on women

THE Women’s Art Exhibition
at the Penang House of Music,
Komtar, George Town, which
ran from 4 March - 11 March
2018, was jointly organised by
Penang Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC)
and Penang House of Music,
in conjunction with the state
level celebration and com-
memoration of International
Women’s Day 2018. The ex-
hibition featured two Penang
artists whose art pieces cen-
tered on women, were beauti-
fully showcased at Penang
House of Music’s first art
exhibition at its Black Box
room.

Both artists depict and cel-
ebrate the subject of women
in their own distinctive styles;
in artist Heng Eow Lin’s
work, women as mothers,
while in modern contempo-
rary artist Christine Das’ piec-
es, women as conservation-
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Official opening of Women’s Art Exhibition at Penang House of
Music, Komtar on March 4, 2018.
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ists. Both artists have exhib-
ited their works numerous
times in exhibitions locally
and abroad, winning numer-
ous accolades.

Heng, an artist and sculptor
is famous for his ‘art in human
form’ expressions which
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mainly depict a mother and
child as his subject. His ex-
pression of emotion, portrayal
of movement and composi-
tion, and use of subtle distor-
tion and application of sym-
bolism, reflects the sensitivity
of the artist in him.



curity forces, technological or
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics)
among others. Although many
women have been engaged in
new fields and broken the glass
ceiling, current data still show
that not many women are in
decision making roles. There-
fore, the IWD theme of this
year is apt in calling for wom-
en to be drivers for progress.

In her official speech, YAB-
hg. Toh Puan mentioned that
International Women’s Day has
been included in the world
calendar as it not just a day to
remember, but more than that
it is a day to celebrate the
achievements and sacrifices
made by women all over the
world. Society today may not
be able to achieve such pro-
gress without the involvement
of women, and women are able
to contribute more signifi-
cantly, if they are given the
same opportunities and space
as men. She implored women
to be proud of their role as a
wife, sister or daughter. Wom-
en are the pillars that hold up
and strengthen family ties. She
urged everyone to celebrate the
day with vigor and spirit.

YABhg. Toh Puan Dato’ Seri
Utama Hajah Majimor delivering
her official speech at the IWD
March 8 Official Event.

After the day’s speeches,
while YABhg. Toh Puan toured
the exhibition booths, the audi-
ence were presented with talks
on ‘ideas worth sharing’ by 4
distinguished speakers: Selan-
gor state assembly Speaker
Hannah Yeoh, Boonsiri Som-
chit, Yasmin Rasyid and Jery
Yeoh. The event ended on a
high note with participants
enthusiastically giving the
speakers a generous round of
applause for their interesting
talks and ideas.

Das, PWDC director Datin Rohana Abdul Ghani and Ong.

Many of Christine Das
creations are linked to her
love for conservation of the
natural habitat of animals. Her
deliberate strokes are meticu-
lous in capturing the essence
and imagery of wildlife envi-
ronment, which can be seen in
almost every art piece she
painted. She is well known for
her advocacy work as a wom-
an conservationist and she
takes every opportunity to

promote her cause and passion
in this area.

PWDC is proud to be as-
sociated with both the artists
and this unique art exhibition
on women with it’s strong
emphasis on appreciating
women’s contributions and
achievements, and depicted
through the expression of art,
is indeed a cause for celebra-
tion on International Women’s
Day.

Penang Wamen's Developme:

LIS SAMBUTAN HARI WANITA SEDUNIA 2018
PERINGKAT NEGERI PULAU PINANG

(From left) Yasmin, Boonsiri, Hannah Yeoh, Jery Yeoh, Chong Eng and PWDC chief executive officer

Ong Bee Leng at the event.
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THE first Penang International Wed-
ding Expo, also known as PIWE
2018, was officiated by Chief Min-
ister Lim Guan Eng at Spice Con-
vention Centre on March 17.

Organised at a cost of
RM608,000, it is funded by the
Penang government and Penang
Global Tourism.

“We (Penang) have attractions
for tourists, especially couples who
are looking for a unique wedding
and a honeymoon destination. Pen-
ang is an ideal location and we want
to make Penang the ‘City of Love’
in Malaysia,” Lim said in his speech.

“Be it a small cosy wedding or a
massive unforgettable event, Penang
is available with the perfect venues.

“In a recent accolade, Time
magazine online listed Penang as
one of the 10 Amazing Asian Vaca-
tions That Won’t Cost a Fortune.
Soon-to-be brides and grooms can
choose Penang as a wedding desti-
nation.

Lim (standing, ninth from left) in a group photo with the wedded couples.

“On a similar note, CNN also
listed Penang as one of the 17 Best
Places to visit in 2017 and on a deli-
cious note, two of Penang’s street
food made it into the World Street
Food Top 50 list at the World Street
Food Congress 2017 and Penang’s
asam laksa once again takes 7th
place in CNN’s listing of the World’s
50 most delicious foods,” Lim noted.

Lim emphasised that PTWE seeks
to promote and encourage the wed-

ding and tourism industry by pro-
moting Penang as a top wedding
destination.

Seven newly-wedded couples
took part in the First Penang Inter-
national Wedding Expo.

On another matter, Lim an-
nounced that plans for expansion of
Penang International Airport have
been approved which increases the
capacity from 6.5 million passengers
to 12 million.
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Also present were Penang Wel-
fare, Caring Society and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh, state Tourism Develop-
ment and Culture Committee chair-

man Danny Law Heng Kiang,
Penang Wedding Tourism Commit-
tee chairman Datuk Danny Goon
and Penang Global Tourism chief
executive officer Ooi Chok Yan.

Hong Kong delegates
impressed by Penang

PENANG and Hong Kong are
taking their relationship to the
next level by strengthening ties
in trade links and professional
services.

Chief Minister Lim Guan
Eng said it was timely for Pen-
ang and Hong Kong to explore
further into trade affairs and
professional services.

“We have close relations
with Hong Kong in tourism,
arts and culture. We can look
into strengthening our trade
affairs and professional ser-
vices.

Lim told the delegates from
the Hong Kong Economic and
Trade Office at his office in
Komtar on March 9.

“The Penang government is
striving towards building a
sustainable, international, in-
telligent and livable city.

“We want to provide a con-
dusive environment for the
people, especially the young,
to work hard and play hard in
Penang. What we do here in the
state, we want it to be world-
class,” he added.

The delegates, led by the
Hong Kong Economic and
Trade Office director-general
Do Pang Wai-yee, made a cour-
tesy call on the Chief Minister

at his office.

Also present were the trade
office’s deputy director (com-
mercial relations) Kelvin Ng,
deputy director (public rela-
tions and administration) Angie
Chung and the Hong Kong-
Malaysia Business Association
president Dixon Chew.

Lim also spoke on the news
report by British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) that envi-
sioned Penang as the next Sili-
con Valley of Asia.

“BBC mentioned that Pen-
ang is punching well above its
weight in the tech world
through hardware manufactur-
ing.

“Penang is also not only
famous for its food, but also for
its heritage, natural attractions,
culture and diversity.

“The tourists from Hong
Kong love Penang because the
state reminds them of the ‘old
Hong Kong’,” Lim said.

Pang praised Penang’s effort
in heritage preservation.

“I have to admit that the
heritage preservation in Penang
is impressive,” he said.

“I came to Penang six years
ago and now it has changed so
much. I have to make a trip to
Penang again soon,” she said.



Green milestone with
environmental- frlendly landfill

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Darwina Mohd
Daud

THE Phase Three of the Pulau
Burung landfill in Nibong
Tebal is set to be an environ-
mental-friendly sanitary land-
fill with the installation of
green facilities.

To be built as a sanitary
disposal site, it will be
equipped with facilities such
as engineered landfill cells,
material recovery facility
plant, leachate treatment plant,
landfill gas management sys-
tem, stormwater management
system, landfill inventory sec-
tion and treated effluent stor-
age pond.

Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Miti-
gation Committee chairman
Chow Kon Yeow said the En-
vironmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) report of the Phase
Three Pulau Burung develop-
ment project was approved by
the Department of Environ-
ment (DoE) on Oct 31 last year.

“The approval was a mile-
stone for Penang because it
proved the state’s commitment
to develop an environmental-
friendly sanitary landfill,”
Chow said in his speech before
the ground-breaking ceremony
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Lim at the groundbreakmg ceremony of Phase Three of the Pulau Burung landfill.

at the site on March 11.

Chow said the material re-
covery facility plant is sched-
uled to be ready in 18 months.

“The material recovery fa-
cility can segregate up to 37%
of recyclable items in a waste
collection.

“The landfill management
company continues to segre-
gate the waste into recyclable
and non-recyclable waste using

a machine while waiting for
the plant to be set up.

“Waste that cannot be recy-
cled will be dumped at the
landfill,” he said.

Chow said phase three of the
landfill consists of six cells.

“These cells are meant for
non-recyclable waste disposal.
The first cell is scheduled to be
ready by June this year,” he
said.

Chow added that the Phase
One and Two of the Pulau Bu-
rung landfill have reached their
maximum capacity.

PLB Group’s subsidiary
company, PLB Terang Sdn
Bhd, was awarded a 20-year
concession contract via open
tender in 2012 to operate and
manage the Pulau Burung
sanitary landfill.

Chief Minister Lim Guan

Eng said the RM103million
Phase Three development pro-
ject would be fully borne by
PLB Terang Sdn Bhd.

“We have to reduce our
waste. Each person disposes of
about 1.6kg of waste per day
on average.

“I wish to challenge the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and the Seberang Pe-
rai Municipal Council (MPSP)
to have a healthy competition
with each other to increase the
recycling rate in their respec-
tive communities.

“Penang has recorded the
highest recycling rate in the
country at 38%. Our achieve-
ment was way higher than the
national recycling rate of 21%.

“I believe that Penang can
achieve arecycling rate of 40%
by 2020 and 45% by 2022,”
Lim said in his speech.

Also present were state
executive council members,
Lim Hock Seng and Phee
Boon Poh; Nibong Tebal MP
Datuk Mansor Othman, as-
semblymembers Soon Lip
Chee (Jawi) and Lee Khai
Loon (Machang Bubuk),
MBPP mayor Yew Tung Se-
ang, MPSP president Datuk
Rozali Mohamud and PLB
Group executive chairman
Datuk Ong Choo Hoon.

For all things fashionable

THE nine-day Penang Fash-
ion Week (PFW) to be held
at Gurney Paragon Mall will
feature 17 local and interna-
tional designers, with more
than 30 catwalk shows.

The opening gala will kick
off on April 14, with five
shows by designers like Pen-
ang-born/Paris-based de-
signer Jonathan Liang, Kev
Yiu from Hong Kong, Carven
Ong- one of Asia’s Top Fash-
ion Designer in 2009, Bon
Zainal and others.

“For this year’s event, we
do it differently. We make
use of the platform for char-
itable and social work.

“Fashion is not just about
label and luxury. Being a
responsible corporate citi-

zen, we can do more in serv-
ing the community,” Hunza
Group executive director
Khor Tze Ming said at a
press conference on March 9
to announce the event.

Also present was exco for
Tourism Development & Cul-
ture, Danny Law Heng Ki-
ang.

Law said tourism and fash-
ion is slowly gaining popu-
larity like manufacturing to
contribute to the country’s
gross domestic product.

Meanwhile, Khor said
through education, Hunza’s
partner UCSI University will
provide a scholarship for.

For contest updates and
latest news, log on to Gurney
Paragon facebook.

CHGURNEY
PARAGON
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(From seventh from left) Law and Khor coming together with designers for a group photograph
during the press conference.
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Historic garden to be

restored to former glory

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Shum Jian-Wei

THE 135-year-old Fountain
Garden located next to the
Penang Town Hall at the Esp-
lande will be restored soon to
its former splendour.

The project is believed to be
the first historic garden resto-
ration carried out in George
Town.

Think City managing direc-
tor Hamdan Abdul Majid said
the Fountain Garden, also
known as the English Garden,
was put up in 1883.

“The fountain, which is the
centre piece of the garden, was
donated by businessman Koh
Seang Tat to commemorate the
opening of the Penang Town
Hall in 1883.

“Seang Tat’s grandfather
was Penang’s first Kapitan
Cina Koh Lay Huan who
sought and obtained permis-
sion from Captain Francis
Light to settle in Penang with
his men,” Hamdan told a press
conference at the site on March
5.

“We are now conserving and
restoring the historic garden to
what it was before. The resto-
ration is according to the
George Town Special Area

Allocations for roof repair,

IT was a happy day for resi-
dents of Taman Han Chiang
when Datuk Keramat assem-
blymember Jagdeep Singh
announced that the state had
approved the roof repair and
repainting works of their
low-cost flats.

“The total cost is
RM389,000. The Penang
government will subsidise
80% of the roof repair cost
amounting to RM135,200
and 20% of re-painting cost
totalling RM44,000.

“I am happy to announce
that the balance of
RM209,800 will be paid
from my constituency fund,”
he said to loud cheers from

Plan which was gazetted in
2016.

“We hope to complete the
restoration of the garden by
early May this year,” he added.

The cost of the restoration,
amounting to RM350,000, is
fully borne by Think City.

The project is part of the
implementation of the North
Seafront Masterplan aimed at
creating a continuous public
promenade from Dewan Sri
Pinang to Fort Cornwallis and
the entrance of Swettenham
Pier on the East Seafront.

Permata Green landscape
architect Teng Pe Yang said the
restoration of the garden is
keeping with the guidelines of
the International Council on
Monuments and Sites (ICO-
MOS) The Florence Charter
1981, which is adopted by
Unesco.

“The charter provides inter-
national guidelines for the
restoration of historic gardens.

“We are very fortunate be-
cause there are historical re-
cords and data for us to refer
to.

“We refer to the Kelly Maps
which were the surveys done
in the late 1800s to the early
1900s, as well as the historical
postcards to regenerate the

the residents who gathered
at the Taman Han Chiang
community hall on March
20.

Also present was chair-
man of Taman Han Chiang
Residents Association, Ung
Lay Pheng.

The roof repair and re-
painting works will benefit
about 856 residents living
there.

Jagdeep said the project is
scheduled to be completed in
June.

Jagdeep (front row, fourth from
left) and Ung (fifth from left)
posing for a group photograph
with residents association
committee members.
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Chow (fourth from rlght) having a discussion WIth the relevant authorltles by the fountaln at the
Fountain Garden next to the Town Hall.

layout of the garden.

“We are retaining the exist-
ing trees to provide shade for
the public at the garden,” Teng
said.

Local Government, Traffic
Management and Flood Miti-
gation Committee chairman
Chow Kon Yeow said the pro-
ject which was undertaken by
the George Town Conservation

and Development Corporation
(GTCDC) aimed at improving
public space for the people to
enjoy.

“The space in front of De-
wan Sri Pinang and the walk-
way (along Light Street from
the Light Street-Jalan Padang
Kota Lama junction to Fort
Cornwallis) will be restored
after the restoration of the

Fountain Garden,” he added.

Chow said there is also a
plan to rebuild the sea wall
from the Navy base to the
Medan Renong food court in
Jalan Tun Syed Sheh Barakbah
at the Esplanade.

“It will be rebuilt in phases
this year and financed by the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP).”

repainting works bring joy to residents
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Can we prevent ‘Day Zero’?

Story by Chow Mei Mei,
Penang Green Council

AFTER facing droughts for three
consecutive years, Cape Town,
South Africa, is expecting the last
drop of tap water next year — their
“Day Zero”.

Once “Day Zero” hits, the resi-
dents can only get their daily water
allowance of 25 litres per person per
day (I/c/d) from mere 200 communal
taps around the city. The current
daily water allowance is 50 l/c/d.

Despite knowing that the
droughts have brought down water
level, businesses and residents re-
mained wasteful and shrugged off
the warnings earlier on.

The consequences? People in the
city are now queuing up at spring
water collection points for more
drinking water.

Experts predict that listeriosis
cases (food poisoning from con-
taminated food) will rise in Cape
Town due to limited water for sanita-
tion. The impact of the water crisis
is more than just that. The economy
of this tourism hotspot will cer-
tainly crash once the city drains off
the last drop of water.

We thought “Day Zero” due to
extreme drought is far-fetched in our
country, but we were nearly at “Day
Zero” in 2016 due to Super El-Nino
season.

The attitude of disregarding ca-
pacity of resources is pure ignorance
when erratic climate change is be-
coming a norm. The similarity in
attitude between Capetonians and
Penangites is clear. Albeit a water-
stressed state, Penang has the highest
domestic water consumption in
Malaysia - 286 l/c/d. In terms of
resource management, we argue that
it is important to put a price on all
resources.

Gt R
onic waterfall iy
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However, complaints arose when
the Water Conservation Surcharge
(WCS) was implemented even
though the charges only apply to
usage above 35,000 litres per month.

Whether a
drastic hike on water rate is imple-
mentable or not, it is a painful deci-
sion for consumers. Fortunately, this
move had reduced domestic con-
sumption in its first year of imple-

mentation and further reduced over
the years since the adjustment of
surcharge in 2013.

However, water issues are never
at the top of people’s current priori-
ties, as revealed in a public survey
done in Stage One of Penang Green
Agenda.

The general public thought that
water issue is a future challenge,
neglecting the fact that our main
water source, Sungai Muda, is under
logging threat.

The negligence is alarming for
policymakers as the public’s percep-
tion is contrary to the reality.

What if Penang ran out of water?
Are we prepared for “Day Zero”?

Last year, Penang Water Supply
Corporation (PBAPP) set the target
of reducing water consumption by
10% to 257 1/c/d in 2020. This num-
ber is still beyond national average
of 209 l/c/d.

The rationale of this target is to
ensure the sufficiency of water be-
yond 2020 while reducing a water
crisis risk.

To some extent, technologies can
take the strain off water crisis, but
they are mostly for industrial pur-
poses and are considered alterna-
tives.

Various innovative ways of water
saving technologies have been intro-
duced in our country, such as de-
salination, water recycling, and
rainwater harvesting, to name a few.
The rainwater harvesting system
saves drinking water from being
wasted for other non-consumption
use like washing cars or toilets, ir-
rigation for plants and other non-
consumption purposes.

The system can be installed from
housing to offices to industries
which proved that this is feasible for
Penang.

Therefore, Penang Green Coun-

cil (PGC) introduced Penang Rain-
water Harvesting Incentives to en-
courage good water practice and
reduce the dependency on tap water.

Technology aside, protecting
freshwater sources is the most im-
portant of all.

The theme for World Water Day
2018 is “The Answer is in Nature”
which explores nature-based solu-
tions (NBS) to water challenges
facing us.

Restoring forest, especially in
upper catchment areas, regulates our
water supply and quality. Green in-
frastructures (natural or semi-natural
systems) are also part of the NBS.
Permeable pavements, which can
capture surface water on the road,
transfer water back to its natural
storage, and hence reducing risks of
flash floods. The sponge cities in
China are prime examples of these
green infrastructures.

Finally,and most importantly, we
need to change our habit. Simple acts
of turning off water taps when you
are brushing your teeth or applying
shampoo, taking shorter showers,
and washing your clothes only when
the washing machine is fully loaded
are all effective water saving tips.

PBAPP also made the installation
of water saving devices in new de-
velopment projects mandatory.

They are also giving out free
water saving kits at their customer
care centres.

All these just to save water.

The ultimate question is not “Are
we prepared for ‘Day Zero’?” but
“Can we prevent ‘Day Zero’?”

Celebrating World Water Day is
not just about propaganda and
speeches but walking the talk to
secure water. From preserving water
catchment areas to consuming water,
we are all responsible for saving our
water source.
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