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technical university proposal

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Alvie Cheng

KEY industry players in Penang
are coming together to propose
to the federal government to set
up the first technical university
within the industry area in the
state.

Penang Skills Development
Centre (PSDC) chief executive
officer Muhamed Ali Hajah
Mydin said about 30 local com-
panies in Penang were looking
at the proposal and would be
presenting it to Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow after it is com-
pleted.

“Once the recommendations
are ready, we will present it to
the Chief Minister. We hope that
the Chief Minister can help us
to bring it to the relevant au-
thorities to be considered.

“We hope that we can propose
this idea to Prime Minister Tun
Dr Mahathir Mohamad within
this two months,” he said.

Muhamed Ali said Penang
needed a technical university to
take the manufacturing sector to
the next level.

“We need this to grow the
industry. Currently, we do not
have a technical university
within the industry area in Pen-
ang.

“Penang’s manufacturing
success has earned the state the
name as the ‘Silicon Valley of
the East’, but we have no techni-
cal university within the indus-
try area.

Chow V|S|t|ng the booths during the annual IEEE Internatlonal Microwave, Electron Devices and Solld-
State Circuit Symposium (IMESS) 2018 at PSDC.

“In other Silicon Valleys,
technical universities are locat-
ed within the industry area, such
as in San Jose, California in the
United States,” he told reporters
during the press conference in
PSDC on Oct 9 on the sidelines
of the annual IEEE Interna-
tional Microwave, Electron
Devices and Solid-State Circuit
Symposium (IMESS) 2018.

Chow was present at the
event.

Muhamed Ali said the techni-
cal university should be a public
university and not a private one.

“We feel that this is the time
to have one university that fo-
cuses on technical skills where
the industries can contribute
within their reach.

“It does not matter if the tech-
nical university is located with-
in the industry area in Batu
Kawan or Bayan Lepas. It would
be best if it is located within the
industry area in Bayan Lepas.

“Collectively, you can call it
the Penang Technical University.
However, the campuses or de-
partments can be scattered with-
in the industry area,” he added.

“Having the technical univer-
sity within the industry area will
be beneficial to both the students
and the industry.

“The students will have a dif-
ferent mindset when they study
in a university located within the
industry area as compared to
those studying in a ‘campus-
environment’ university located
elsewhere.

“Industry stakeholders can
also work closely with the tech-
nical university on research
projects.

“The industry can propose

specific research projects to the
university for it to work on,” he
said.

Chow said education plays an
important role in the electrical
and electronics (E&E) sector.

“Training and education are
important aspects to support the
E&E sector, but we do not have
a technical university here (in
the industry area) to support the
industry although it has been 45
years,” he said.

The manufacturing sector
formed the backbone of the
state’s economy since the 1970s
but was recently overtaken by
the services sector as the lead
contributor to the state’s Gross
Domestic Product.

The theme of this year’s IM-
ESS was ‘IOT, Al and 5G: Intel-
ligent Solutions for a Connected
World’.

“This insightful and meaning-
ful theme has indeed offered a
holistic overview of the future
world where Internet of Things
(IoT), Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and the Fifth Generation
Communication Technology
(5G) are all interconnected.

“We cannot stay stagnant and
use old knowledge or methods
to solve new problems which are
more complex. We need to keep
abreast with development of
these intelligent solutions,”
Chow said.

Also present was IEEE ED/
MTT/SSC Penang Joint Chapter
chairman Dr Jagadheswaran
Rajendran.



Bandar Cassia

deserves
Chinese school

Story by Victor Seow

DEPUTY Education Minister
Teo Nie Ching and Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow were at
Bandar Cassia in Batu Kawan
to inspect the six-acre site ear-
marked for a Chinese primary
school to meet the needs of the
local population.

The need for such a school
arises, as according to the in-
formation provided by the
Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC), the local popula-
tion is expected to hit 250,000
in the years to come.

“We are of the opinion that
this area is truly in need of a
SJKC (Chinese primary school)
as there are currently a na-
tional primary school, Tamil
primary school and a secondary
school here. Furthermore, the
local population is projected to
reach 250,000 in the coming
years,” Teo said in her speech
at the Batu Kawan PDC Sales
Gallery on Oct 14.

Asked on the size of the
SJKC to be built, Teo replied
that a 24-classroom school
costing between RMS8 and
RM10 million should be suf-
ficient for the time being.

She also noted that the ideal
number of students per class
should be 35 and not exceed 40.

Teo expressed her hope for
the school project to begin op-
erations in 2021.

“When the deputy minister
informed me the plan to build
a new school here, on the part
of the state government and
PDC, we will fully cooperate
and to make the best decision
to meet the needs of the peo-
ple and the school manage-
ment board,” Chow told the
media.

Also present were Bukit
Tambun assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik, PDC deputy gen-
eral manager II Mohd Bazid
Abd Kahar and Penang Educa-
tion director Mohd Jamil Mo-
hamed.

Architects propose
low carbon blueprint

for society

THE Malaysian Institute of
Architects Northern Chapter
(PAMNC) has proposed a low
carbon blueprint to face cli-
mate change.

PAMNC chairman Loh Chi-
ak Eong said that architecture
could play a crucial role in
meeting climate challenges.

“Holistically, we can design
a low carbon blueprint for the
society.

“We can promote renewable
and alternative energy, encour-
age more green building with
Green Building Index (GBI)
certification, engage the com-
munity in low carbon lifestyle,
and more,” he said in his speech
during the PAMNC World Ar-
chitecture Day 2018 on Oct 20.

The World Architecture Day
is celebrated annually in Octo-
ber by The International Union
of Architects (UIA) members
since 2005.

This year’s event marked the

third celebration organised by
PAMNC.

The theme for the event this
year was ‘Architecture... For A
Better World!”.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow congratulated PAMNC
for successfully organising the
event.

He also invited PAMNC to
realise the Penang 2030 vision
together.

“Each of us has to do our
part to achieve a better world,”
he said in his speech.

The event was held from
8am to 6pm at St Jo’s in Gurney
Paragon Mall.

There was also a symposium
where five architecture-related
topics were presented by dis-
tinguished speakers at the
event.

Also present was Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
Building Control Department
director Rizuwan Salleh.

(from left) Loh, Goh (showing her gold medal), Soon and Tan posing for a photograph.

Incentives for two Penang athletes

PENANG athletes Goh Jin Wei and
Amirul Hamizan Azahar who brought
honour to the country through their
excellent achievement in the recent
Youth Olympic Games 2018 will re-
ceive incentives under the Penang
State Sports Victory Scheme (SKI-
MAS) programme.

Exco member for Youth and Sports
Soon Lip Chee, during the announce-
ment, stated the state government
appreciates the contribution of the duo
in taking the country’s name to the
world stage.

“As a gesture of appreciation, they
(Goh and Amirul) will be given incen-
tives in the form of money under the
SKIMAS programme. The amount
and date of handing over the incen-
tives will be announced in due time,”
said Soon in a press conference on Oct
16.

Badminton star Goh is the gold
medalistin the Youth Olympic Games

2018 after she defeated China’s Wang
Ziyi (girls singles) in the finals held in
Buenos Aires, Argentina recently.

Amirul on the other hand, is a
hockey player who won gold with the
Malaysian boys hockey team when
they defeated India in the final at the
Youth Olympics.

The calm and composed shuttler
who was present during the announce-
ment, when was asked on her next
aim, said it’s 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

“T want to qualify for the 2020
Tokyo Olympics and the qualifying
round will take place next year around
March so I am preparing myself for
it,” said Goh.

The shuttler created history as the
first athlete in the country to have won
a gold medal in both the Youth Olym-
pics and World Junior Championship
(in Lima, Peru in 2015).

Also present were Penang State
Sports Council (MSNPP) director

Frederick Tan Teck An, Penang Bad-
minton Association president Leong
Kin Weng and Goh’s mother Loh Bee
Sim.

On a separate matter, Soon pre-
sented the insurance claim to the
representatives of the former SUKMA
bicycle coach, the late Abdul Shukor
Darus, and the late Izzali Ismi Ishak,
a former Sukma athlete.

Shukor died in an accident at
Km 115 North-South Expressway on
May 17,2017 while returning to his
home in Sungai Petani after a training
session at the MSNPP in Batu Uban.

Izzali died on Sept 19,2017 atJalan
Bukit Gambir on the way to MSNPP
(Batu Uban) for his training session.

Soon handed over the insurance
claims worth RM 50,000 each to Pen-
ang Bicycle Association secretary
Munir Mohd. Ismail (representing
Shukor) and Izzali’s father Ishak Che
Long.




Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Law Suun Ting

SPEAKING during a press confer-
ence on the upcoming “Global Educa-
tion Day (GED) 2018,” Deputy Chief
Minister I Prof Dr P. Ramasamy told
SEGi College Penang students and
lecturers of his encounter with high
achievers who were unable to com-
municate.

“Once upon a time, Malaysians
were excellent students overseas. But
today, I don’t see that cream anymore.
Something is wrong. We’re very good
atrote learning, memorising and pass-
ing exams but when it comes to ap-
plication, we’re not good,” he said in
his speech at the SEGi College Penang
at Jalan Green Hall on Oct 18.

“I think we should have more skill
courses. Americans or the Europeans
know about 20% but they can com-
municate 80% , but we’ve 80% knowl-
edge but can communicate only 20%.

“Isit on the board of PDC (Penang

to success’

Development Corporation) and PBA
(Penang Water Supply Corporation)
and I interviewed students with First
Class Honours and Second Class Up-
per. But they can’t communicate. No
point having all the knowledge but
could not articulate the information
you know.”

Ramasamy felt that after 60 years
of independence, the way the educa-
tion system in both public and private
sectors is run seems to be quite di-
vorced from the major economic de-
velopment in the country.

“Going to colleges or universities
is not just about getting diploma or
degrees and then seeking employ-
ment. What I hear is that when major
companies are looking for locals, they
find it difficult to find the relevant
people. We must be tuned in to the
needs of the larger world.”

Ramasamy suggested that institu-
tions of higher learning and major
companies explore ways so that the
former could design programmes that

SEGi College Penang students showing Ramasamy one of the robots that would be exhibited at the
Global Education Day 2018. Looking on is Teng (left).

would be beneficial for colleges and
industry.

Also present at the press confer-
ence were SEGi University & Col-
leges group senior executive director
Daniel Teng and SEGi College Pen-
ang principal Cheah Teong Keat and
SEGi Tech Ambassador vice-presi-
dent Wang Yu Hen.

Ramasamy praised SEGi College
for planning to hold the Global Educa-
tion Day 2018 at the 1st Avenue Mall
on Dec 15 and 16.

One of the highlights is the Robo-
lympics for students to build and
programme their own robots to com-
pete in “Robo Sumo” and “Robo

Athletics.”

This, Ramasamy said, is in line
with the state’s STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) initiative that began under the
former chief minister Lim Guan Eng.

Under the STEM initiative, the
state has set up Tech Dome in Komtar,
the Penang Science Cluster that organ-
ises the annual science exhibition, the
Japanese Mathematics Centre and the
Digital Library.

“Now, I am going to add one more
programme — the drone technology
— which will be launched in Butter-
worth soon,” Ramasamy said.

Teng said SEGi College ensures

that its syllabus has relevant content
and equips students with future skills
such as creative thinking, critical
thinking, problem-solving, leader-
ship, emotional intelligence and also
technology design and program-
ming..

About 30 first-year students of
SEGi College Penang’s school of
Engineering & IT are involved in
organising the college’s second
Global Education Day 2018 to create
better awareness among young peo-
ple, especially school leavers, of the
importance of equipping themselves
with knowledge, skills and qualifica-
tions to secure and build a future.

Closing the gap between special, mainstream education

THE Education Ministry has stressed
on the importance of narrowing the
gap between special and mainstream
education.

Deputy Education Minister Teo
Nie Ching said quality education for
children with special needs was im-
portant.

“When we said we are committed
to raise our education quality, that
commitment includes the education
quality for children with special
needs.

“We want to close the education
gap between the peninsula and Sabah
and Sarawak; we want to close the
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gap education between schools in the
urban and rural areas; and we need to
also close the divide between the
special and mainstream education,”
Teo said in her speech during her
working visit to SJKC Aik Hua in
Muntri Street on Oct 14.

“The Education Ministry targets
75% of children with special needs
taking part in the Government’s In-
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to the school for accepting special
pupils to study in the school, and an-
nounced a RM1 million allocation in
support of the new school building.

The school has been hoping for a
relocation for the past 10 years.

The school’s board chairman
Datuk Choot Ewe Beng thanked the
state Education Department for al-
lowing the school to be relocated.

clusive Education Programme (PPI) “We are now raising funds to build
by 2025. the school. We have managed to raise
“About 40% of the students are  RM18 million so far.
participating in the programme now,” “The estimated cost of the project
she added. is RM22 million.
She also expressed her gratitude “We hope to begin the construc-
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Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow (centre), Teo (on Chow’s left), Chong Eng (on Chow’s right), Mohd Jamil
(forefront, second from right) and the VIPs taking a group photo in front of SUKC Aik Hua in Muntri Street.

tion next year and it should take about
three years to complete,” Choot said,
adding that the school has been re-
ceiving insufficient student intake due
to its location.

Penang Education director Mohd
Jamil Mohamed said the department
gave the approval on March 28 last
year to relocate the school.

The school will be relocated to
Lilitan Sungai Ara.

State executive council member
Chong Eng said the Penang govern-
ment would provide allocations to
schools according to their needs.

“This is to provide fair and equal
opportunities to all students,” she
said.

Headmistress Lee Shok Koon said
there were 76 pupils studying in the
school including 31 with special
needs.
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Kudos for
Motorola

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Alissala Thian

PENANG Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow congratulated Motorola
Solutions Malaysia for being award-
ed the HR Asia’s Best Companies to
Work for in Asia 2018 just recently.

He made the compliment at the
start of his speech during its Penang
Site Dinner & Dance 2018 held in
conjunction with Motorola’s 90th
anniversary on Oct 19.

2018 also marks Motorola Pen-
ang’s 44-year journey in the state
which began in 1974.

“The state government values the
investments already here and the
many years of strong relationship
that we’ve built,” Chow told about
1,200 Motorola employees at the
function held at the Setia Spice
Convention Centre.

“We’re confident that Penang will
remain a thriving growth hub for
many years to come. This is in line

with the Penang2030 aspirations
aimed at making Penang a model for
the nation and the world announced
on Aug 30,2018.

“Themed ‘A Family-focused
Green and Smart State to Inspire the
Nation’, the policy package is the
state’s four-pronged vision to in-
crease liveability to enhance quality
of life, upgrade the economy, em-
power the people to strengthen civic
participation and invest in the built
environment.”

Penang has been striving to attract
more investment flow and enhance
their efforts to become the preferred
destination of choice for investors.

“Penang recorded the largest FDI
inflow of MIDA approved manufac-
turing FDI among states in Malaysia,
valued at RM8.5 billion. Domestic
investment also grew steadily by
92% year-on-year to reach RM2.3
billion in 2017. Penang is now home
to more than 300 MNCs and more
than 3,000 supporting SMEs.”

Chow receiving a souvenir from Mottonen. With them are Clark (left) and Lorthu.

When Chow arrived for the func-
tion, he was warmly welcomed by
Motorola Solutions Malaysia man-
aging director Solomon Lorthu.

Also to greet him were Motorola
Solutions Inc. corporate vice-presi-
dent devices Scott Mottonen, vice-
president supply chain Chris Clark,
vice-president PCR business Russ
Lund, vice-president supply chain
operations Lisa Stenglein, Motorola
Solutions Singapore general man-
ager (Developed Asia and Japan)
Chuah Seng Heng and Motorola
Solutions Malaysia country man-
ager Datuk Rauf Nasir.

Lorthu, in his speech, said he felt
incredibly proud to be part of Mo-
torola Solutions in celebrating its
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90th anniversary.

Motorola Solutions Malaysia,
which began their first manufactur-
ing operation in Penang in 1974 with
10 production operators, now has a
workforce of 1,700 employees, 98%
of them Malaysians and with 1,100
in R&D.

“Amidst decades of ever evolving
technology and ever evolving busi-
ness landscape, our company has
come to serve more than 100,000
customers in more than 100 coun-
tries worldwide from a great position
of market leadership and trusted
partnership. A distinction that many
companies aspire to every day but
few can lay claim today,” Lorthu
said.

“Tonight, let us celebrate our
legacy and the many years of
achievements and tomorrow we will
set our targets higher.”

Mottonen spoke mostly on the
history of the company, especially
on its success with radio products

while Clark touched on the three key
success components - people, team-
work and integrity.

“In 1969, a Motorola radio tran-
sponder brought the first words to
earth from a man on the moon,”
Mottonen proudly said.

“Radio is in our blood and it re-
mains the foundation of the com-
pany today as we celebrate our 90th
anniversary. We’re the industry
leaders in every region of the world.”

In 1983, Motorola launched its
first commercial cellular phone. In
2011, Motorola Solutions split from
their cellular business to focus on
serving government and enterprise
customers.

For the employees present, they
were treated to a sumptuous dinner
and many later walked away with
lucky draw prizes.

And when it came to dance and
fun time, the employees let their hair
down in an event, themed “The
Greatest Show - Better Together’.

L
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(From left) Tharchayeni, Lai and Wan Afifah looking through the
entries at the final stage of selecting the winners.

Contest winners selected

THE panel of judges for the “Bakat
Si Cilik Mewarna 1/2018” (colouring
contest) and “Saya Anak Malaysia”
poster drawing competition had a
tough time choosing the winners fol-
lowing the conclusion of the two
competitions.

But finally on Oct 23 they were
able to shortlist the 13 winners.

Both the competitions which took
place from July 1 till Sept 30 received
overwhelming response from the

public, with some 2,000 entries for
the colouring contest and 1,000 for
the poster drawing competition.

The panel comprised Lai Hon
Meng, private secretary to the Chief
Minister, special officer to the Chief
Minister S. Tharchayeni and principal
assistant secretary of the land affairs,
land development and communica-
tions of the state economic planning
division in the State Secretary’s office
Wan Afifah Wan Mohamad.
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Promoting
ecotourism in
Seberang Perai

Story by K. Thaarshenii

THE Seberang Perai International
Conference on Ecotourism and Con-
servation Efforts (SPICEC 2018)
hosted by Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) involved speakers
from nine countries including Malay-
sia.

The conference was officiated by

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow on
Oct 8.

The focus of SPICEC 2018 was to
provide the platform for discussion
and sharing of knowledge and best
practices with regards to ecotourism
and “Promoting Local Economic
Development (LED)” as well as eco-
tourism products.

Chow, in his speech, remarked that

the development of ecotourism will
have a positive impact on climate
change, as noted by the experts.

Ecotourism, he added, is not a dull
subject as it is about giving emphasis
on ecotourism as a tool to conserve
nature and empower the local com-
munities.

“Even though tourism is not the
core business of MPSP, the municipal

council is taking initiatives to make
Seberang Perai a world class tourist
destination.

“This conference will not only
benefit the big industry players but
also to look after the local traders. It
would be a useful avenue to create a
forum for local governments in Ma-
laysia and ASEAN to share ideas and
develop knowledge in ecotourism and
nature conservation,” Chow said.

He added that Seberang Perai tour-
ism assets should be listed in the state
Tourism Development Plan as a
whole. Under such circumstances,
tour agency packages for Penang will
definitely include the island and Se-
berang Perai as far as ecotourism is
concerned.

“It is now important to repackage

tourism in Penang to include what
ecotourism has to offer.

“Hopefully, the Tourism Master
Plan in Penang will be implemented
smoothly, so that we can chart a new
direction with a new focus.

Also present were MPSP president
Datuk Rozali Mohamud, United Na-
tions Human Settlements Programme
executive director Datuk Seri Maimu-
nah Mohd Sharif, Secretary General
of UCLG ASPAC Dr Bemadia Ira-
wati Tjandradewi, Deputy Minister
of Tourism, Arts and Culture Muham-
mad Bakhtiar Wan Chik, Deputy
Chief Minister II Prof Dr. P. Ra-
masamy, state exco members Phee
Boon Poh and Dr Afif Bahardin,
MBPPmayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang
and several state assemblymen.
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the various authorities visiting Kampung Desa Puri in Permatang

Berangan.

Zairil: Don’t throw rubbish
into drains and rivers!

PENANGITES have been told not
to throw their rubbish into drains
and rivers.

State Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari said he noticed
that there were lots of rubbish in the
rivers during his working visits.

“Penangites love to throw their
rubbish into drains and rivers. This
bad habit will clog up drains and
cause floods.

“The maintenance cost to clean
the rivers is high.

“Tax money is used to pay for
the maintenance cost and it burdens
everyone. Please keep our drains
and rivers clean,” he told a press
conference at the Sungai Dua JKKK
hall in Butterworth today.

Zairil visited five flood-prone

Kampung Desa Puri in Permatang
Berangan, a village near Simpang
Tiga in Permatang Berangan, Peng-
kalan Jarak in Permatang Berangan,
Sungai Merbau Kudung in Sungai
Dua and Sungai Pengkalan
Machang in Sungai Dua.

Zairil said several measures were
mooted to address flood problems
in those areas.

“The state has allocated about
RM1.778 million until November
this year to address flood problems
in Tasek Gelugor. The allocation
was set aside for 25 flood mitigation
projects.

“Most of our rivers are down-
stream from Kedah. We will be at
the receiving end of Kedah’s flood
problems, if Kedah does not address
its flood issues.

" @ www.pscpen.com areas in Permatang Berangan and “This is one of the problems we

L s ke roron T (D www.facebook.com/pscpisf Sungai Dua on the mainlandon Oct  faced,” he said, hoping that the

g PE HA:I Hran = € 01641188817 21. Federal Government could assist on
e = (< pisf@pscpen.com The locations he visited were the matter.
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ONE of the top three lowest priced
supermarkets in Kuala Lumpur is
now in Penang, with HeroMarket
holding its grand launch at All
Seasons Place in Bandar Baru Air
Itam on Oct 10.

It was officiated by Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

This is the first HeroMarket
outlet in the northern region where
it offers low-priced groceries, fresh
market, bakery, and many other
household items.

HeroMarket also launched its
RM2 concept store named NOKO
on Level One in which the term
“NOKO” is derived from the Hok-
kien dialect for RM2.

HeroMarket director Francis
Teng said the supermarket offers
direct farm goods.

“We offer fresh and high-quali-
ty farm goods that we purchased
directly from the farmers and fish-

our midst

AROUND TOWN

ermen. Shoppers should look out
for our Hilo (exclusive brand)
merchandise to enjoy high-quality
food and non-food products that
are reasonably priced.

“We also constantly engage the
community through social pro-
grammes besides offering low-
priced products,” Teng said.

Chow expressed his delight with
the opening of the supermarket.

“We are happy that Teng chose
Penang as his first investment in
the northern region. Thank you for
choosing Penang as the location to
expand HeroMarket’s network in
Malaysia.

“Penangites are smart when it
comes to choosing good quality
products at reasonable prices,”
Chow said.

Also present were Belleview
Group managing director Datuk
Sonny Ho and Air Itam assembly-
man Joseph Ng.

To celebrate its first venture in
Penang, HeroMarket is now offer-
ing free membership card applica-
tion until Dec 31.
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CHARITY DINNER
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Shoppers throng the supermarket after it was launched by the Chief Minister.

PENANG Family Health Development Association (FHDA) will
be organising a dinner on Nov 10 at Hotel Vistana, Bukit Jambul
Penang. For details, contact FHDA Office (604- 2813144), Engie
(016 4750272) and Richard (019 4132318).

CHARITY NIGHT 2018

KIDS got Talent 2 Charity Night 2018 will be held at The Top, Level
5, Banquet Hall on Nov 10, from 6.30pm to 11pm. There will be
an eight-course dinner with performances from the finalists together
with underprivileged children. For details call Joann (010 — 4689862),
Sandy (016 — 4189862) or visit: www.houseoftrainings.com

REMEMBRANCE DAY

REMEMBRANCE Day will be held at The Cenotaph, Esplanade at
7am on Nov 18. It has been 100 years since the First Remembrance
Day at the Cenotaph Esplanade in 1918. For details call: R. Sivarajan
at 012-421 7251 or A.A. Rajah at 019-475 8374.

INTERNSHIP
GEORGE Town World Heritage Incorporated is now accepting

interns who wish to gain practical on-site work experience in the
George Town Unesco World Heritage Site. Application deadline for
the January 2019 intake is Nov 14. For details, visit http://gtwhi.
com.my/internship.

ypermarkets, shopping centres, departmental stores,
convenience stores, fast food restaurants, convenience stores at
petrol stations, chain stores, pharmacies and etc.
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Tabung Akaun Amanah Kebajikan
Megeri Pulau Pinang
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The RM0.20 collected would be channeled towards the “Tabung Akaun Amanah Kebajikan Negeri
Pulau Pinang” for the eradication of poverty in Penang through the Equitable Economic Agenda [AES).
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Commemorating contributions

of elderly folk

Story by K.Thaarshenii
pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

HUNDREDS of energetic elderly
residents were in a happy mood
when they gathered to celebrate
Senior Citizens Day at the Silver
Jubilee Home for the Aged in Sungai
Dua on Oct 7.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
and his wife Tan Lean Kee were
present at the event.

He said the main aim of the event
was to recognise the elderly’s past
contributions to society and to re-
mind our community that these
people are an important segment of
our society.

The elderly folks from five other
homes in the state also attended the
annual do and had much fun singing
and chatting with each other.

Chow, who is also Silver Jubilee
Home Board of Trustees chairman,

said there were about 150 residents
staying at the home.

“Senior citizens are important to
us all as they say ‘jia you yi lao, ru
you yi bao’. Over the past 83 years
Silver Jubilee Home has been pro-
viding shelter, food and care for old
people who have no one to support
them in their twilight years.

“Starting from very basic shelters
in the initial years, the accommoda-
tion has been upgraded a few times
to what we see today, a modern
complex of cluster homes complete
with medical wards, physiotherapy
centre, dining hall, recreation facili-
ties and a lot of green open space.”

At the event, various perfor-
mances and entertainment pro-
grammes were conducted to enter-
tain the guests.

The guests were served an array
of delicious local delicacies for
lunch.

Chow feeding a piece of cake to a senior citizen during the birthday celebration. With him are Phee
(white shirt) and Kumaresan (back row, right).

The residents, with the oldest
aged 97, were invited to cut the cakes
while the birthday song was played.

During the event, the guests were
enthralled when the Chief Minister

sang a Cantonese song.

Also present were State Welfare,
Caring Society and Environment
Committee chairman Phee Boon
Poh, Batu Uban assemblyman A.

Kumaresan, executive adviser and
trustee of Silver Jubilee Home Tan
Sri Tan Kok Ping and his wife Puan
Sri May Tan and the Home chairman
Saw Soon Kooi.
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Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Law Suun Ting

INDAH Water Konsortium (IWK)
Penang has adopted Sungai Batu
Ferringhi on the island and Sungai
Rambai on the mainland under
their corporate social responsibil-
ity (CSR) programme this year.
IWK northern region opera-
tions head Hussain Omar said the
‘Friends of Rivers’ initiative, car-

Zairil (fifth from right) about to launch IWK’s “Friends of Rivers” programme.

ried out by volunteers on a go-
tong-royong basis, was aimed at
caring for the environment.
“There are 21 rivers that are
being adopted by the 21 IWK

branches throughout Malaysia.
We’re inspired to do so after a
successful programme involving
Sungai Langat in Bangi two years
ago,” Hussain said during the
launching of the programme at the

IWK sewage treatment plant in
Batu Ferringhi on Oct 20.

About 80 volunteers from Hard
Rock Hotel, Bayview Beach Re-
sort, IWK Penang and National
Water Services Commission

(SPAN) took part in the pro-
gramme by cleaning up the river
and planting some Ixora New
trees.

Hussain said follow-up pro-
grammes involving agencies and

From I-Life Suicide Prevention Campaign

WARNING SIGNS OF SUICIDE

SYMPTOMS OF DEPRESSION

Seeking lethal ways fo couse death
Preaccupation with death
Feelngs of helplesness,

hopelassness and being fropped

Feslings of worlhiessness, guilt,
shame and self-hatred
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they won'l be seen again
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Inscrmnic
Change in appetite and weighi

Fafigue, feeling easiy tired
causes

Unable to focus or make decisions

Hopelessness, helplessness and
self-blame:

#0% of those who die by suicide have

at leas! one mental health condition; with
depressive disorders being the most
commonly associated.

Depression is realable, so do seek help
from mental health prolessionals!

|. Never promize confidentiality
. Ensure the person is not left alone and
seek professional help!

If someone threatens to hake his or her life,

A Z-5lep approach when dealing with
someone who b suicidal

and listen compassionalely

and encourage help-seeking

m for professional help
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WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY
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TO PREVENT SUICIDE
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private sectors would be held
from time to time to encourage
better awareness.

State Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari, who
launched the programme, con-
gratulated IWK Penang under the
leadership of Hussain and Opera-
tions Penang head Oung Chee
Kuan for their initiative.

“We’ve to take care of our
environment. If we don’t, one day
we’ve to pay for it,” Zairil said in
his speech.

“Rivers that are rehabilitated
can become tourist attractions or
recreational areas. Furthermore,
they add value to the surrounding
areas.”

Four years ago, it was reported
that ‘black water’ was discovered
flowing from Sungai Batu Fer-
ringhi to the sea. IWK, which had
then handled more than its capac-
ity, denied it was the cause of the
problem.

But after the upgrading of the
sewage treatment plant at a cost
of over RM40 million and com-
pleted last year, Hussain said the
treated effluent was discharged
directly 500m away from the Batu
Ferringhi seashore. Before, the
discharge was from the plant to
the river.

Two other rivers in Batu Fer-
ringhi - Sungai Satu and Sungai
Emas - were also deepened after
the ‘black water’ incident.

Today, Sungai Batu Ferringhi
looked much cleaner. And with
the “Friends of Rivers” pro-
gramme undertaken by IWK, it is
expected to be further trans-
formed.



AR\ NovEMBER 115, 2018

‘No child
should be

deprived of

education’

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Alvie Cheng

EDUCATION should be some-
thing that is accessible to all
layers of the society especially
children with special needs.

Every child deserves an equal
opportunity of acquiring educa-
tion and this is not something to
be overlooked.

Bukit Bendera MP Wong Hon
Wai who attended the graduation
ceremony (high school gradua-
tion) of students from Sekolah
Menengah Kebangsaan Pendidi-
kan Khas Persekutuan Pulau
Pinang (SMKPKPPP) sent forth
a powerful message on providing
equal opportunities to children
especially those with special
needs.

“In Bukit Bendera constitu-
ency (parliamentary) there are
some 30 over schools but this
school is very special for me.
Students from different states are
studying here.

“I was informed that the
school was established in 1954
and has played a pivotal role in
educating thousands of children

with special needs.

“I believe that the education
philosophy should be focusing
on upholding the ‘No child
should be left out’ philosophy.

“Every child needs to be given
an equal opportunity and space
to unleash their potential to the
fullest, let it be academically and
non-academically,” said Wong
during the graduation ceremony
on Oct 15.

Wong also encouraged the
children to learn computer skills
as it is a universal language
which can enable them to com-
municate with people without
any barriers.

“The language of computer is
same everywhere, so I see the
need in learning the skills for
instance, coding, graphics and so
on. Apart from that, it is essential
for society to be rich with love
and kindness so that we can be
of help for each other.

“Recently, the ministry of
education announced that state-
less children can get enrolled at
schools, this is what I mentioned
earlier, ‘No child should be left
behind’,” said Wong.

The ceremony saw around 70

) 3

Happy moments for the graduates of SMKPKPPP.

students with special needs grad-
uating (PMR, SPM and STPM).

Also present were Penang
education department director
Mohd Jamil Mohamed and prin-
cipal of SMKPKPPP Eshamud-
din Abdul Rahim.

Buletin Mutiara got an oppor-
tunity to have a quick chat with
one of the high achievers from
the school, Chow Sui Yuan, 18.

Breaking the odds, Chow who
has hearing impairment and she
is also unable to speak was
among the recipients of “Aca-
demic Excellence Graduate”

award.

Chow is the eldest and she has
a younger brother.

Her father Chow Chean How,
54, and her mother Chan Lay
Yean, 52, were brimming with
joy looking at their daughter’s
achievement.

With the help of her former
teacher Soundradevi Arumugam
who interpreted the conversation,
Chow shared some insights about
herself.

When asked about her favour-
ite subject, Chow excitedly said
that she likes English and she

finds it to be easy.

She is also taking a subject
from the vocational studies,
which is the domestic construc-
tion (construction and brick
building) for which she scored a
‘B’ in her SPM trials.

Chow who performed well in
her trial examination (SPM),
targets to get 4 A’s in her upcom-
ing SPM examination.

On what she is up to upon suc-
cessfully completing her SPM
studies, Chow said she plans to
take up her Form Six studies in
the same school.

PINJAMAN PENDIDIKAN
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Early opening for Ikea

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

THE development progress of
Aspen Vision City is well on track
and ahead of schedule.

Aspen Group president and
Group chief executive officer
Datuk M. Murly said the Ikea store
was supposed to open two years
from now but the Group fast-
tracked the plan.

“I am so delighted to share with
you that Vervea shop office, the
first development of Aspen Vision
City will obtain the Certificate of
Completion and Compliance
(CCC) by December this year and
will open for business together
with the Ikea store in March next
year.

“Our commercial enclave is
going to be ready and we are going
to have a trade centre. It is going
to be one of the largest trade cen-
tres on the mainland in Penang.

“Moving forward, we are ex-
pecting to have the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the Columbia
Asia Medical Centre,” he told a
press conference at the official
opening of the Central Island Park
at Aspen Vision City in Bandar
Cassia, Batu Kawan on Oct 17.

The Central Island Park is a
25-acre green space earmarked as
the ideal destination for activities
ranging from community events,
family activities and recreational
pursuits.

“Today, we celebrate the open-
ing of the first phase of the park.
It also marks the culmination of a
wonderful process, the transfor-
mation of a brilliant idea to a
spectacular masterpiece.

“Access to green spaces is
clearly an important value in our
developments.

“Aspen Vision City is a large
scale project but you can see our
commitment.

We have planted more trees
than buildings,” Murly said.

Penang Works, Utilities and
Flood Mitigation Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari said
Batu Kawan was envisaged to be
a sustainable eco-city.

“It is not just about putting in

TP e

The water jet and fireworks display at the end of the event.

the best hard infrastructure, it is
also to ensure that we develop a
liveable, green and environmen-
tal-friendly city.

“This is in-line with the Penang
government’s green agenda of
becoming the greenest state in the
country by 2030; to be driven by
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of the Central Island Park.

a green economy and built on the
4P (public, private, people, and
professional) partnership.

“We aspire to become a high-
income, caring, inclusive, low-
carbon and resilient state that
emphasises the integrity of our
people and environment; as well
as enriching and restoring the
health of our cultural and natural
ecosystems by 2050,” Zairil
said.

(from left) Nazir, Goh, Thorsen, Zairil, Murly and Rojkjaer planting
the Deciduous Fig Ficus tree to commemorate the official opening
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The first phase of
the Central Island
Park at Aspen
Vision City in
Bandar Cassia,
Batu Kawan.

He also applauded Aspen
Group and its joint-venture part-
ners for their willingness to invest
a total of up to RM80 million on
the Central Island Park.

According to the press state-
ment made available to the media,
the gross development value of
Aspen Vision City was estimated
to be more than RM13 billion.

Zairil, Bukit Tambun assembly-
man Goh Choon Aik, Murly, As-
pen Group executive director
Datuk Seri Nazir Ariff, Ikano
Group chief executive officer Lars
Thorsen and IKEA Southeast Asia
managing director Christian Ro-
jkjaer planted the Deciduous Fig
Ficus tree to commemorate the
official opening of the Central
Island Park.

Guests were treated to fancy
finger food and a dance perfor-
mance at the ‘four seasons tunnel’
at the Central Island Park during
the official opening.

A 50m high water jet and fire-
works were also displayed at the
end of the event.



Story by Danny Ooi
Pix courtesy of Pulau
Betong JKKK

THE ““Sayangi Malaysiaku Fun Walk
2018” will hopefully further strengthen
the relationship among Balik Pulau
residents, says Deputy Minister for
Tourism,Arts and Culture, Muhammad
Bakhtiar Wan Chik.

Social activities like “gotong
royong” and fun run and walk will
continue to improve the relationship of
the local communities following Vision

2030 as outlined by Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow recently.

Bakhtiar said this on Oct 14 when
officiating the event at White Resort at
Kampung Genting in Balik Pulau.

Joining him was Pulau Betong as-
semblyman Mohd Tuah Ismail.

Some 700 residents from the Balik
Pulau community took part in the Skm
event, which started from White Resort
in Kampung Genting.

On a related matter, Bakhtiar said a
“Pesta Boria” will be held from Dec 7
to 9 at Politeknik Balik Pulau.

Mohd Tuah (black cap) and Bakhtiar (whlte cap) joining the walkers at the event in Balik Pulau.

“You and your family members are
all welcome to join the event,” Bakhtiar,
who is also Balik Pulau MP, told the
participants.

He also mentioned the Kuala

Lumpur Batik Funwalk to be held on
Nov 4.

“Come and enjoy similar events of
this nature, in the spirit of ‘Sayangi
Malaysia Ku’,” he said.

Meanwhile, Mohd Tuah hoped so-
cial and recreational activities like the
“Sayangi Malaysia Fun Walk” will
continue to be organised for residents in
the Balik Pulau area.

Special committee to probe cause of Bukit Kukus landslide

THE Penang government has set up a
special committee to look into the
cause of the fatal landslide in Bukit
Kukus.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the executive council members
had agreed with the proposal to set up
the special committee.

“We view this incident very seri-
ously. This special committee will in-
vestigate the cause of the landslide and
to identify those who are responsible
for it.

“This is the time for investigation
to take place as the Fire and Rescue
Department and the police have an-
nounced the end of the search and re-
covery operations.

“The Penang government has also
received two reports - each from the
Penang Island City Council and the
Drainage and Irrigation Department -
with regards to the Jalan Bukit Kukus
paired road project and the landslide,”
Chow told a press conference in
Komtar on Oct 24.

The special committee will be
headed by Deputy Chief Minister I
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rah-
man.

State Works, Utilities and Flood
Mitigation Committee chairman Zairil
Khir Johari and an engineer from the
State Secretary Office would be part
of the special committee.

Chow said the special committee
would invite the Institute of Engineers
Malaysia (Penang branch) to assist the
committee.

“We will also instruct all Penang
government agencies to re-examine
their infrastructure and building pro-
jects.

“All agencies must review their
plan from the start. Re-examine from
the design stage to the appointment of
contractors.

“This calling is also for the private
sectors - developers and building con-
tractors - so that we can uphold the

highest standards.

“Monitoring and compliance need
to be asserted,” he said.

Chow said that the special commit-
tee would bring to the attention of the
respective professional bodies if they
found any ‘professional negligence’.

Earlier, Chow had instructed the
contractor and engineers of the Jalan
Bukit Kukus paired road project to
provide a report on the cause of the
fatal mishap.

“The contractor and engineers are
all responsible to come out with the
report on why the incident occurred.

“We know that the mishap is re-
lated to the slope and rainfall, based on
the visual inspection.

“A Commission of Inquiry may not
be necessary, but we will discuss this.
We will set up the Commission of In-
quiry if it is necessary.

“The inquiry is a lengthy process.
Even the inquiry into the construction
site incident last year at Lembah Per-
mai, Tanjung Bungah is not complet-
ed,” he said, referring to the construc-
tion site tragedy that killed 11 workers
last year.

The landslide at the Jalan Bukit
Kukus construction site in Paya Ter-
ubong has claimed eight lives as of
12.50pm on Oct 22.

According to a news report,
the 1.56pm incident on Oct 19 oc-
curred following downpour in the state
since Oct 18 evening that caused the
hilly areas to collapse and slide down
bringing the containers and workers’
quarters to be buried together at the
Jalan Bukit Kukus paired road project
construction site.

Chow said the state government
hoped that the Department of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health (DOSH)
would recognise the need for mitiga-
tion and slope stabilisation work to be
conducted although the stop-work
order has been enforced.

“I believe that the site is currently

notsafe, and the slope needs mitigation
work. I have explained that the stop
work order (even from the local coun-
cils) stipulates conditions to be com-
plied.

“The conditions include mitigation
work and stabilising the slope. Mitiga-
tion and slope stabilisation work is
important so that the situation does not
get aggravated.

“Itis important to carry out mitiga-

tion work so that the site can be safely
secured,” Chow explained at a press
conference on Oct 20.

He said the Jalan Bukit Kukus
paired road project could only resume
after DOSH gives the green light.

“We definitely want our consult-
ants to address matters concerning
safety issues at construction sites.
Emphasis must be given to proper
control and monitoring measures.

“However, development has to
continue,” he said.

Chow said the Penang Island City
Council (as the Jalan Bukit Kukus
paired road project owner) would need
toget the project contractor towork on
better safety measures.

He also viewed the first incident
(where 14 concrete beams fell onto a
slope in Jalan Tun Sardon on Oct 11)
asa ‘workplace negligence’
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.m

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.33 AIR ITAM .
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

{T% 04 -383 9131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my:
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04-262 0860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 -261 8745

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution

M

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA

YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Nor Hafizah Othman m
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

{T% 04 -390 5109
F) 04 -390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim

M

N.01 PENAGA
Md. Khalil Salleh

novafasté3@gmail.com

(T) 012 - 598 4881

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Dato’ Jasmin Mohamad

jmmohamed002@gmail.com

(T) 018 - 468 6610

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Yusri Isahak

ysregnot@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 337 4055

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

m

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

{T{ 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtalb Mohd. Ishaq

U]

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal. mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadziamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

{T% 013-399 0519
F) 04-5511442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

U]

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli llbrahim

n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

T) 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim nan: v.m

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

}T; 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957
NEGERI

KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

d’l e

of @

freedom

22hb - 25hb November 2018
George Town Literary Festival

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

Kalendar Pelancongan

v =F" ™
state?

In

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555
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Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE 2018 German Oktober-
fest, which entered its second
day on Oct 20, was made mer-
rier with the presence of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
Finance Minister Lim Guan
Eng.

Also present were the hon-
orary Consul of Germany
Datuk Hans Brenner and pres-
ident of Malaysian German
Society (MGS), Petra Muller.

The chief minister said the
evening marked the 46th year
of Oktoberfest in Penang.

“It is my utmost privilege
to join the celebration as the
fifth Chief Minister of Pen-
ang,” he said when addressing
the crowd at the Oktoberfest
2018 function held at the MGS
compound in Jalan Air Itam.

Chow added the fact that
MGS has been continuously
organising this traditional

not only a celebration of Ger-
man culture, but also a reflec-
tion of brotherhood, family
and togetherness.

“While detractors tried to
disrupt last year’s Oktoberfest
celebration in Kuala Lumpur,
we were fortunate that the
German community and
friends in Penang stood united
in rising to the challenge to
make Oktoberfest here, better
and safer.

“Where unity is concerned,
I would like to congratulate
the German community in
Penang and worldwide for
having celebrated the German
Unity on Oct 3, 2018,” Chow
said.

Chow expressed his hope
that MGS continues to be the
bridge that enables the inter-
cultural exchanges between
Germans and Malaysians.

He also thanked the organ-
ising committee and all par-
ties involved in ensuring Ok-

German festival in Penang for toberfest remains an annual

decades with great success is event.
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during the 2018 Oktoberfest function.

Chow (third from right, front row) joining organising committee members of MGS for a group photograph

MASPEX back for sixth time this year

THE Malaysian Secondary & Primary
Property Exhibition (MASPEX) 2018
Penang is back for the sixth time this
year and will be held from Oct 25 to
28.

According to its organiser, the Ma-
laysian Institute of Estate Agents
(MIEA), the event will be the largest
and most successful MASPEX ever as
the exhibition will feature more than
15 real estate firms and two prominent
local developers offering 5,000 plus
primary as well as secondary proper-
ties. Most listings are for homes priced
from RM250,000 to over RM1,000,000.

Speaking to the press on Oct 22,
exco member for Local Government,
Housing and Town & Country Plan-
ning Jagdeep Singh also expressed his
hope for the federal government to
come up with solutions to the high
rejection loan rate affecting first-time
home buyers.

“One of the issues I brought up at
the National Housing Council meeting
chaired by the deputy prime minister,
is that Penang calls for the federal
government to address the high rejec-
tion rate of loan application by first-
time home buyers.

“I will repeat the call because it is
not something new as I called upon the
former regime as well but nothing hap-

i

pened. The biggest challenge for the
property sector is the high rate of loan
rejection. I can speak from my per-
sonal experience where the state gov-
ernment is concerned. The state gov-
ernment also has public housing pro-
jects under the low-cost and low-me-
dium cost categories and yet, there’s
a high rate of rejection rate for loans,
what more for the non-affordable?”

WAl

Jagdeep (sixth from left) together with MIEA members and state Housing Department officers promoting the MASPEX exhibition.

“I have been informed at the Na-
tional Housing Council that meetings
had already been held with the rele-
vant parties, in particular, the Ministry
of Finance (MoF) and Bank Negara
Malaysia. Our finance minister, who’s
our former chief minister, is aware of
how I have been fighting for the bank-
ing system to review and address this
perennial problem to all housing sec-

tors. I hope good news will be forth-
coming soon,” Jagdeep told members
of the press.Also present was MIEA
Penang chairman Mark Saw.

“MIEA is expecting a high turnout
of home hunters looking for their
dream home in the midst of a Penang
market which continues to show resil-
ience in the face of the current chal-
lenging property climate,” Saw said.



More schools aware of going green

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

THE number of participants in the
Green School Awards programme
has increased by over 100% since
it was introduced eight years ago.
When the programme was inau-
gurated in 2010, it attracted only 24
schools. But this year, it drew 49.
“This increase shows they love
to preserve and conserve the envi-
ronment,” said Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk Yew
Tung Seang during the Green
Schools Award 2018 prize presen-
tation ceremony at Auditorium A,
Level 5 in Komtar on Oct 1.
Students, especially the young

generation, are called upon to pio- care of the earth by stopping the
neer efforts to curb or stop global current climate change, especially
warming from getting worse. the issue of global warming.
“Today, the world’s population “Humans only occupy 3% of the
of seven billion people has to take area of the earth but the damage we

Winners celebrating their joy by posing for a group photo W|th Yew (centre).

egory by SMK Convent Pulau Ti-
kus.

Each took home a cash prize of
RM2,200, trophies and certificates.

Participants from both schools
were excited with their winning and
hugged one another during the
event.

Second place for primary and
secondary school went to SK Balik
Pulau and SMK Jelutong respec-
tively and they took home cash
prize of RM1,800, trophies and
certificates.

Third place for primary and
secondary schools was won by
SJK(C) Sin Min and SMK Padang

inflict upon the earth is very huge.  sources on earth,” said Yew.

“Thus, if the situation continues,
the temperature increase will con-
tinue by 3 degrees Centigrade and
this will lead to threats to food

Students net 115 OOOkg of recyclable waste

THE Fraser & Neave Holdings
Bhd (F&N) and Seberang Perai
Municipal Council (MPSP) re-
cycling campaign, which was
held for the second time this
year, received an astounding
response when it amassed a re-
cord 114,759.21kg of recycla-
bles.

Co-organised by F&N, Tetra
Park (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd and the
MPSP, the campaign attracted 52
pre-schools as well as primary ¢
and secondary schools in Se-
berang Perai.

The purpose of this competi-
tion is to improve the knowledge
of students on the importance of
recycling.

F&N corporate affairs man-
ager Cariessa Goh said the cor-
poration was committed to de-
veloping good recycling habits
among the young.
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“The nine-month (January to yyinners and teachers happily holding their mock cheques in a group photo with Phee (centre).

September) school recycling
campaign not only helped the students
to unleash their inner environmentalists
but also to explore their creative side,”
she said.

Speaking at the prize-giving ceremo-

RESULTS
SECONDARY SCHOOL CATEGORY
Winner : SMK Kepala Batas

- RM1,400

2nd : SABK AI Madrasah Al
Khairiah AI Islamiah
— RM1,300

3rd : SMK Tun Syed Sheh

ny, state Welfare, Caring Society and
Environment Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh announced that with the sup-
port of the state government, all school
participants in the campaign will enjoy

Barakbah
— RM1,200
PRIMARY SCHOOL CATEGORY
Winner :SJKC Kuang Yu
- RM1,400
2nd : Sekolah Pendidikan Khas
Harapan PEKTAS (SPU)
- RM1,300

a sponsored free trip to Tech Dome in
Komtar.

Phee also offered all the first prize
winners, accompanied by a teacher, a
free visit to The Top in Komtar.

3rd : SJKC Chin Hwa
— RM1,200

PRE-SCHOOL CATEGORY
Winner : Pra SK Kebun Sireh
- RM500
2nd : Pra SK Juara
- RM400

Polo and they took home a cash
prize of RM1,200, trophies and
certificates.

The Green Schools Award 2018 Participants from both schools
champions for primary school wereexcited with their winning and
category was won by SJK(C) Eng hugged one another during the
Chuan and secondary school cat-  event.

TAPrequests state govt
funds for multipurpose
hall project

A TOTAL of 15 representatives from the
Indian Association Penang (IAP) made a
courtesy visit to Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow at his office on Oct 12 and shared
some details concerning the association
which was established in 1924.

IAP president A.L. Nathan briefed
Chow on the activities conducted by the
association thus far and also on its upcom-
ing programme such as the Literary Com-
petition for Tamil school students.

Nathan also highlighted one of the
major building projects currently under-
taken by the IAP at Jalan Bagan Jermal in
Pulau Tikus.

“Our project is divided into two phases.
Phase one is the four-storey building which
is almost 78% completed and the second
phase is the construction of a multipurpose
hall which is 25% completed,” said Na-
than.

Further elaborating on the matter, Datuk
P. Kuvenaraju, who’s IAP vice-president,
stated that phase 2 is a significant project
for IAP as till now there are no multipur-
pose halls in Penang which belong to the
Indian community.

“The multipurpose hall is not meant for
IAP members only but for the community
but we are unable to continue with the

project due to lack of funds.

“We are now seeking financial as-
sistance from the state government to
enable us to revive the project,” said
Kuvenaraju.

Responding to the matter brought up
by the delegates, Chow stated that he
will look into it upon receiving an offi-
cial letter from the association pertaining
to the request for financial assistance.



NOVEMBER 1-15,2018

MBPP to pay SST imp

on its parking lots

THE Penang City Council
(MBPP) has agreed to bear the
Sales and Service Tax (SST)
imposed on fees at the parking
lots under the supervision and
management of the council.
MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang (pix) said this is just like
how previously, the council had
agreed to absorb the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) imposed on
MBPP’s parking services.

“This is similar to GST where
we had agreed to bear the cost of
its implementation involving
parking spaces managed by the
council,” said the mayor in a press
conference after the full council
meeting held on Sept 27.

According to Yew, effective
Sept 1, under Group I, Article 4,
Table 1 Service Tax Act
2018, whoever manages or pro-
vides parking space with parking

charges is subjected to SST.

Meanwhile, MBPP treasury
director, Suhaida Kamalul Ariffin
explained that the council will pay
6% of the total collection of park-
ing coupons and monthly passes.

“Roughly, if one month the
council collects about RM600,000
from the sale of parking coupon
and monthly passes, 6% from the
amount will be paid to the gov-
ernment,”’” she said.
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Kumaresan (second from left), Habibah and other Fama representatives holding placards as a launching
gimmick.

Famafest held for

first time in Penang

THE Federal Agricultural Mar-
keting Authority (Fama) or-
ganised the first Penang
Famafest on Oct 6 at the Bukit
Jambul shopping complex.

Around 45 booths together
with five food trucks show-
cased their products at the
Penang Famafest which was
launched by Batu Uban assem-
blyman A .Kumaresan.

“This is the first time Fama
is holding such an event in
Penang and I am glad to see it
taking place here. Through

Penang Famafest, our local
entrepreneurs can showcase
their products,” he said during
a press conference held after
the event was launched.

“Today incentives were also
handed over to a number of
entrepreneurs by Fama to en-
courage them to give best
service and produce products
of good quality not only in
terms of local market but glob-
ally as well,” he said.

The director of Penang
Fama Habibah Sulaiman said

during Famafest, a counter was
opened for the public, for them
to inquire about the services
offered by the agency.

“Among the services of-
fered by Fama for entrepre-
neurs especially the young-
sters under the ‘Young Entre-
preneur’ programme, are in-
centives in the form of equip-
ment/tools.

“If they have food trucks,
we also have packages to up-
grade their food trucks or their
tools,” said Habibah.

This means the council will be
paying around RM36,000 per
month for the SST imposed on its
parking spaces.

Motorists can get the parking
tickets and monthly passes at
their usual price.

Also present were MBPP sec-
retary Addnan Mohd Razali,
councilors Wong Yuee Harng,
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir and Nur
Zarina Zakaria.

Elias (left) and PDC general manager Datuk Rosli Jaafar signing
the MoU documents.

PDC to adopt QLASSIC,
SHASSIC safety standards

THE Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) will be
adopting the Quality Assess-
ment System for Building
Construction Works (QLAS-
SIC) and the Safety Health
Assessment System in Con-
struction (SHASSIC) in its
construction projects.

Construction Industry
Development Board (CIDB)
Malaysia and PDC signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) in Komtar
on Oct 24 to empower the
quality and safety of the
building industry in Penang.

CIDB Malaysia senior
general manager Datuk Elias
Ismail thanked the state for
its commitment through
PDC to increase the standard
of building industry in Pen-
ang.

“The building sector is
one of the economic growth
drivers in Malaysia. It is

important to ensure that the
quality and safety standards
of the building industry are
in line with the Construction
and Industry Transformation
Programme (CITP) 2016-
2020.

“I would like to con-
gratulate PDC for adopting
the QLASSIC assessment in
its Suria 1 affordable hous-
ing project in Bandar Cas-
sia.

“The project managed to
obtain a score of 74%, a
score which is higher than
the 61% threshold for public
housing projects.

“The threshold for private
housing projects is 66%,” he
said in his speech.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow congratulated PDC for
the achievement and urged
all Penang state agencies to
work closely with CIDB
Malaysia.
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Chow meets Old Frees in Singapore

ABOUT 230 Old Frees, busi-
ness leaders and industry
captains had a wonderful time
celebrating the Old Free As-
sociation Singapore (OFA
Singapore) annual dinner.

The event was held in-
conjunction with the Penang
Free School’s 202nd anniver-
sary celebration.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who attended the event
at Singapore Island Country
Club in Singapore on Oct 21,
spoke on Penang’s action plan
— Penang 2030.

Chow spoke on the state’s
commitment and vision during

Legacy of Excellence and
Forward Visions”.

OFA Singapore president
Dr Alex Ooi said the associa-
tion was pleased to have the
Chief Minister talk at their
annual dinner.

The Penang Chief Minister
is also the Penang Free School
Board of Trustees chairman.

Also present were invest-
Penang director Datuk Seri
Lee Kah Choon and chief
executive officer Datuk Loo
Lee Lian.

Chow delivering his speech
on ‘Penang - Legacy of

his speech titled “Penang —

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Law Suun Ting

BUKIT Bendera MP Wong Hon Wai and
Kebun Bunga assemblyman Jason Ong
paid a courtesy visit to Unit 3 of the Fed-
eral Reserve Unit (FRU) at Padang Tem-
bak on Sept 28.

“This base which was built in 1973
with an area of 22 acres holds a historic
significance and serves as a training
ground for officers and now needs some
serious attention in terms of its basic
amenities.

“During the British colonial days, a
shooting range was built here and hence
this area (Padang Tembak) was known as
Rifle Range.

“So, today with the current political
reforms taking place at the federal level,
we have got the opportunity to pay a
courtesy visit to the squad and I think it
is important to look into the welfare of
the FRU personnel,’” said Wong.

According to Wong, the FRU Unit 3
quarters are in dire condition and need to
be upgraded so as to provide a conducive
living environment for 305 residents.

“I will be bringing up the matter during
the next Parliament session.

“This is also as a gesture of showing
appreciation to the FRU squad for their

(Fourth from left) Wong, Shi and Ong and the FRU personnel posing for a photograph as a
remembrance of the inaugural visit of the state representatives to the base in Padang Tembak.

Excellence and Forward Visions’. [ .

Promise of better
facilities for FRU Unit 3

significant contribution in maintaining
public order,”” said Wong upon visiting
the quarters.

The unit’s acting head DSP Shi Tian
Aik said that Unit 3 of the FRU takes care
of the northern region covering Penang,
Kedah and Perlis and comprises 305 of-
ficers.

According to Shi, the previous federal
government had suggested that the loca-
tion of the existing quarters be trans-
ferred to another area, but further action
depends on the new federal government’s
decision.

“The cost to repair the entire quarters is
estimated at RM6.59 million and among the
issues here are leaks at the housing units, pot-
holes and water pump damage.Out of the 200
units only 180 can be occupied. The rest are
damaged and are not maintained,” he added.

Ong hoped that the ties between state
and the squad can be further strength-
ened.
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mental,

hysical healing

Story by K.Thaarshenii
Pix by Zainulfaqar Yaacob

NEARLY 100 people took part in the “Forest Bathing”
programme organised by the Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP).

MPSP president Datuk Rozali Mohamud and council
secretary Rosnani Mahmod were among those who
participated in the forest activities.

Speaking to reporters afterwards, Rozali said his
administration organised this forest bathing programme,
the sixth for this year, to promote the benefits of the
activity to Seberang Perai residents.

“Various diseases can be controlled through this for-
est bathing activity besides enhancing body immunity,
reducing blood pressure and stress, enhancing positive
moods, accelerating healing from distress and pain,
increasing energy and improving sleeping quality.

“As there are various health and recreational bene-
fits, besides contributing towards conservation and
preservation of the environment, this forest bathing
programme has been listed as one of the programmes
under the MPSP Strategic Plan Year 2018 - 2022, and
will be held six times a year,” he said during the pro-
gramme at Bukit Mertajam Forest Park, Cherok To Kun
on Sept 29.

It is understood that the concept of forest bathing or
mental therapy was first introduced in Japan in the
early 1980s, as “Shirin-You”.

“Shirin-You is a self-therapy and mental therapy that
stimulates all the senses of humanity,” explained Ro-
zali.

if}. _ . Sy ¢ Q S . : "
Rozali (centre) in a group photo with participants while
relaxing and taking in the fresh air during the activity.



Grateful

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

“TO be given a second chance to live is a bo-
nus.” So said Long Soo Keat, 49, who was
revived after suffering a sudden cardiac arrest
on Sept 1 by five students from Chung Ling
High School (CLHS).

Long was about to walk out of the school
football field when he abruptly collapsed. The
five students — Gabriel Soon Chai Long, 16,
Liong Jun Yong, 16, Shaman Suresh, 14, Ans-
ley Tan Zhong, 14, and Tang Yi Ze, 14 — were
coincidentally on duty as members of the St
John Ambulance during the CLHS alumni
football competition and immediately attended
to him.

They performed cardiopulmonary
resuscitation(CPR) and also used the school’s
automated external defibrillator (AED) to keep
Long’s heart beating.

“I had been playing futsal for the past two
years and I had never felt any discomfort. On
that particular day,  had probably overstretched
myself in the second match. I didn’t know what
happened after I blacked out and only regained
consciousness after three or four days in the
hospital,” Long said.

“That was the first time I had a cardiac attack
and I wish there will never be a second time.
I’'m grateful that I’'m now normal. And I am

Long (fourth from left) meeting his rescuers (from left) Yi Ze, Ansley, Jun Yon;;, Gabriel

A

and Shaman at the pesta site in Sungai Nibong.

thankful to all the five students and other per-
sonnel who helped me.”

Long was so delighted to meet his rescuers
for the first time on Oct 9 that he hugged each
of them during the mass CPR-AED pro-
gramme that was held at the pesta site in
Sungai Nibong.

He was among the 1,100 participants for the
half-day programme which was officiated by
state Agriculture and Agro-based Industry,
Rural Development and Health Committee
chairman Dr Afif Bahardin.

“If the boys had not performed CPR on me,
my brain would have been damaged after four

minutes. I am really, really very lucky because
in Malaysia, I was told that the survival rate is
only 1% and I’'m in that 1%. God has arranged
everything for me to live on.”

To show their appreciation of the help given
to Long and the importance of having an AED,
Long, on behalf of his Class of 87, donated two
cheques totalling RM17,000 — one to Chung
Ling High School (CLHS) and another to
Penang Hospital Blood Bank — for them to
purchase an AED machine each.

Present to give Long the moral support at
the event were his CL87 classmates like Tan
Joo Teik, Choong Shuit Thang, Lim Kee Seah,

Long, who now restricts himself to walking
exercises, and his wife, Lim Chun Siew, 38, are
real estate agents. They have three children,
aged 14, five and three.

Penang Heart Safe Programme chairman
Datuk Dr Luah Lean Wah said it is vital for
sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) survivors to see a
cardiologist for a checkup.

“For Long Soo Keat’s case, he actually had
a coronary artery disease.

“He had a triple vessel disease. That’s why
after surviving, he immediately went to see a
cardiologist to get the blocked vessels stented.

“Not all SCA survivors have blocked ves-
sels. Sometimes, it could be due to overexertion
or electrical disturbances of the heart. It could
be a one-off thing. It may not be due to the heart
like electrolyte imbalances or excessive sweat-
ing. But some can have a structural defect of
the heart.

“If anybody collapses, they have to seri-
ously look into their heart and see whether
anything can be done. If it is due to coronary
artery disease, they have to consult a physician
or cardiologist to modify their lifestyle, to take
medication, to control their cholesterol or other
treatment.”

For Long to have gone through this harrow-
ing experience, his advice to others is “Go for
a regular checkup.”
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Call to probe ‘needl

in banana’ news

Story by Danny Ooi
Pix by Law Suun Ting

BATU Lancang assemblyman Ong
Ah Teong hopes business of hawk-
ers in market complexes in Fettes
Park, Batu Lanchang and Jelutong
will not be affected over the recent
fake news concerning the case of
“needle in banana” sold in these
places.

Ong told the media that on Oct
9, he received the video clip of the
fake news via his WhatsApp.

“I feel that I need to make a

police report over the case, urging
police to investigate this viral mes-
sage of needles found in bananas
sold in several markets in Fettes
Park, Jelutong and Batu Lanchang.

“Following the spreading of the
news, Penang residents now fear
for their safety,” Ong told news-
men at a press conference held in
front of the Northeast district po-
lice headquarters in Jalan Patani on
Oct 11, after lodging the report
there.

Joining Ong at the press confer-
ence was Jelutong Hawkers As-

sociation secretary, Chew Kok
Guan.

Elaborating further, Ong said he
received the WhatsApp message
with the photo of a needle stuck
inside a banana and the voice of an
unknown woman speaking in Hok-
kien alleging that her friend be-
came a victim after she bought the
banana in Batu Lanchang.

“I also lodged the report to stop
the viral news from circulating and
also to assist the hawkers con-
cerned, to prevent their businesses
from being affected,” he added.

*;.r

(Fourth from left,second row) Lee, Yeoh, Ramasamy and Chong in a group picture with KDU’s ‘record
breaking’ team.

KDU Penang makes it into
Malaysia Book of Records

THE School of Hospitality,
Tourism and Culinary Arts of
KDU Penang University Col-
lege made it into the Malaysia
Book of Records for success-
fully completing the “Most
Number of Mocktails Serving”
challenge.

The team comprising 18 stu-
dents and their lecturer Prakash
R.Jegathesan made a total of
801 mocktails within 40 min-
utes.

The challenge was held on
Oct 6 at KDU Penang in con-
junction with KDU’s Technicol-
our Multicultural Festival.

Deputy Chief Minister II Prof.
P. Ramasamy and exco member
for Tourism Development, Herit-
age, Culture & Arts Yeoh Soon
Hin were among the guests pre-
sent during the festival.

Also present were office
manager of Malaysia Book Re-
cords Lee Pooi Leng and vice-
chancellor of KDU Penang
University College Prof. Dr.
Chong Beng Keok.

When approached by the
Buletin Mutiara team, Prakash
said they trained intensively for
three weeks to take part in the
record breaking event.

“It was my dream to take part
in this challenge, I had the idea
since 10 years ago and eventu-
ally this year everything fell
into place.

©’I felt that this batch of stu-
dents was ready, thus we took
up the challenge and now we
have won it.

“We managed to make 777
cups during our training session
but today we were able to make
801 cups and I am so excited
that we got into the Malaysia
Book of Records,’” said Prakash
who is a lecturer for beverage
studies.

NOVEMBER 1-15,2018

(From left) Chew and Ong showing the video clip and police report

on the ‘needle in banana’ issue.
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The crowd at the Penang Pet Lovers Fiesta 2018. - Pix courtesy
of Kompleks Bukit Jambul

Great day for pet lovers

PET lovers here had a great
chance to see different kinds
of cat breeds and other pets at
the Penang Pet Lovers Fiesta
2018 that was held at Kom-
pleks Bukit Jambul from Oct
13 to 14.

Organised by Malaysian
Cat Club, the festival was a
family-friendly and animal-
themed event, which aimed to
raise awareness on pet care
and responsible ownership.

Among the activities at the event
were cat grooming tips and talk.

A vet was also present to meet
pet lovers who need advice on pet

“Pet lovers also participated
in the cat competitions, cat
fashion show and best cat
grooming contest. The compe-
tition was deemed interna-
tional level for the judges were
flown in from the United States
and Europe to preside at the
show,” said Malaysian Cat
Club president Khalid Rashid.

He said the fiesta held from
llam to 6pm also featured
animals such as rabbits, ham-
ster, iguana, snakes, fish,
birds and many types of
chicken.
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MBPP committed to plantlng
more saplings

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Alissala Thian

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) has been taking various
initiatives to make Penang clean-
er, greener, safer and healthier.

Planting saplings of shade
trees around Penang island is
among the efforts undertaken by
the council for the past 10 years
and till September this year,
363,676 saplings have been
planted here.

Currently, the council has
planted 11 saplings of shade trees
by the river bank in the constitu-
ency of Sungai Pinang.

On Oct 7, MBPP mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang, Sungai Pinang
assemblyman Lim Siew Khim,
Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng and MBPP councillors took
part in the planting of raintree

saplings, or “Samanea saman”
(pokok hujan-hujan), near Sungai
Pinang river bank situated in the
vicinity of Jalan S.P Chelliah.

The mayor stated that MBPP
and Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP) are committed
to planting 100,000 tree saplings
in the island and mainland.

“MBPP will undertake one-
third of the target, MPSP one-
third and the rest by the Forestry
Department (Penang).

“A flood mitigation project for
Sungai Pinang river is coming up
here next year, so what we intend
to incorporate here is, the planting
of the raintrees and we want to play
a part in beautifying the place.

“The trees that we are planting
are raintrees which will provide
us shade, as it will grow to a
‘canopy-like’ shape.

“The river banks normally
have maintenance access for

o gl

The MBPP squad also helped to plant the raintree sapllngs

Department of Drainage and Ir-
rigation (JPS), so we also want to
take this opportunity to turn the

ging and cycling track. This is a
good way to connect the bicycle
track to the one in Air Itam,”” said

Yew also hoped that one day
the Sungai Pinang riverfront can
be transformed into a recrea-

maintenance access into a jog-

Yew.

tional destination.
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(fourth from left) Nee, Yeoh, Abdul Rahman and Syed Mohd Aidid holding the mock cheque given to

the Lions Club of Tanjung Penang.

Tanjung Run marks 32nd year of
celebrating governor’s birthday

THE Penang Amateur Athletic
Association continued its tradi-
tion of organising the “Tanjung
Run” in conjunction with the
birthday celebrations of Gover-
nor’s Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas.

Held for the 32nd year, the
10km run saw some 700 par-
ticipants gathering at the start
line at Sepoy Lines road on a
warm and bright Saturday morn-
ing.

The governor’s official resi-
dence (Seri Mutiara) was part of
the route for the race where the
runners had to pass it and return
to Sepoy Lines road (finish line)
to complete the race.

State executive councillor
Yeoh Soon Hin who represented

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
at the prize-giving ceremony
commended the association’s
initiative to promote a healthy
lifestyle through events such as
this.

“The run is a good example
where we are celebrating the
governor’s birthday, engaging
in physical activities and con-
tributing to the community
programmes through the pro-
ceeds, a 3-in-1 package.

“It is aligned with the clean,
green, healthy and safe Pen-
ang,”” said Yeoh during the
prize-giving ceremony at Seri
Mutiara on Oct 6.

Lions Club of Tanjung Pen-
ang was the co-organiser of the

event, and the proceeds from
the run were channelled to the
club for its community pro-
grammes at Penang Hill, which
is the P84 Rest Area Refurbish-
ment.

A mock cheque for RM 10,000
was presented to the Lions Club
of Tanjung Penang representa-
tives during the ceremony.

Also present were Penang
Amateur Athletic Association
chairman Datuk Syed Mohd
Aidid Syed Murtaza and Lions
Club district governor Datuk
Nee Say Yeow.

At the event, Syed Mohd
Aidid presented a wristwatch to
the governor as a gesture of his
love and appreciation.

A volunteer hairdresser giving a nice haircut to a senior citizen.

Free haircut for 120 folks

ABOUT 120 residents, young and
old, from Desa Mawar in Air Itam
received free haircut from Hairsto-
ry International on Oct 10.

Hairstory has been providing
free haircuts for the public for
many years with the purpose of
helping needy families as well as
being part of its CSR programme
to society.

Air Itam assemblyman Joseph
Ng, who officiated the event for
the second time at the Desa Mawar
Community Hall, said the event

was most meaningful to promote
a caring society.

“I’'m glad the residents are
happy and satisfied with their new
hairstyles. They appreciate the
efforts taken by the Community
Development & Security Commit-
tee (JKKK) Thean Teik, Hairstory
International and the state govern-
ment,” said Ng.

A total of 30 hairdressers from
Hairstory salons took part in the
programme from 9.30am until
11.30am.
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