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Transportation
components
moving
forward

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

THE Penang International Airport (PIA) will
be expanded, Transport Minister Loke Siew
Fook says.

Loke said PIA was operating at over capac-
ity and the expansion was urgently needed.

“This is the most needed expansion project
in the country right now. The expansion of the
airport is at the top of our list. It will be ex-
panded,” he said at a press conference on Sept
6.

“However, the Transport Ministry has not
decided whether the airport should have a
separate terminal, or the expansion involves
enhancing the existing terminal.

“We are at the ‘very advanced stage’ of
looking at the proposals and will be making
our decision soon,” Loke responded to a ques-
tion on whether there was a need to have a
low-cost carrier terminal (LCCT) at the PIA.

Penang will also be able to welcome
larger cruise ships to Swettenham Pier Cruise
Terminal (SPCT) after the completion of the
proposed RM155 million cruise terminal
expansion project.

Penang Port Sdn Bhd entered a joint ven-
ture with Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd
(RCCL) on Sept 6 to redevelop the SPCT.

The expansion includes extending the
existing berth to 660m from the current 400m
to enable SPCT to berth two RCCL new mega
cruise vessels at the same time.

MMC Corporation Berhad Group manag-

ing director Datuk Seri Che Khalib Mo-
hamad Noh said Penang Port was the oldest
and longest established port in Malaysia.

“It has been known globally as a major
trading centre in Southeast Asia. In 2016,
Penang Port became a member of the MMC
Group.

“The SPCT is one of the six terminals
operated by Penang Port.

“Since it began operations in 2010, the
terminal has handled over one million pas-
sengers annually.

“Last year, we recorded passenger growth
of 19.1% with almost 2,000 ship calls,” he
said in his speech during the joint venture
signing ceremony.

RCCL senior vice-president (International)
Gavin Smith said Royal Caribbean’s engage-
ment with Penang and PPSB had begun with
the shift of growth focus in the cruise industry
to Asia in the last decade.

“Before then, Asia had only 5% of global
cruise deployments. By 2012, it was 10% and
now 15%.

“Royal Caribbean has been at the forefront
of this growth, deploying first the
2,400-guest Rhapsody of the Seas to Asia
many years ago.

“A few years later, we broke new ground
in Asia, first with the 3,800-guest Voyager of
the Seas and Mariner of the Seas, the first
mega cruise ships deployed in Asia Pacific.

“It was followed by the 4,900-guest Quan-
tum of the Seas and Ovation of the Seas,
currently the largest based in Asia.
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ALL WIDE-EYED... The 42 children of the St. Joseph Home were all excited on
Sept 1 as they were expecting a special visitor - Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.
A very relaxed Chow is seen here interacting with one of the eager children when

he had morning tea with them.

“Next year, we will bring in Spectrum of
the Seas, our biggest yet to be deployed to
Asia, with a total capacity of 5,622 passen-
gers,” Smith said.

He said the Royal Caribbean would make
36 calls to Penang next year, bringing in close
to 130,000 guests, with the Spectrum of the
Seas, Quantum of the Seas and the two other
cruise vessels.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said the
SPCT received over 1.2 million cruise pas-
sengers last year.

“If you sail the waters off George Town,
you cannot miss the cruise terminal. It is an
inseparable feature of the city and a hallmark
of our maritime heritage. Today, it is a leading
cruise destination in Asia and plays a vital role
in our tourism,” he said.

Loke said Malaysia had been making
waves in the cruise sector.

“Malaysia received 599 cruise calls to our
ports last year. It should be noted that Penang
was the top port of call in Southeast Asia last
year,” he said.

On the appointment of the Penang Port
Commission chairman, Loke said the appoint-
ment would be made by the King according
to the recommendations of the Prime Minister.

“The Prime Minister is very serious in
vetting through (the recommendations) to

make sure the right people are appointed,” he
said.

The Land Public Transport Commission
(SPAD) will also be briefing the Penang
government on its public transport findings
soon.

Loke said he would ask the top manage-
ment from SPAD to brief Chow on some of
the public transport findings and studies.

“The Transport Ministry is fully supportive
of the initiative from the state to improve its
public transport system.

“The question is which kind of public
transport mode is the most suitable. We have
other options and proposals (besides LRT).

“Itis up to the state to decide which option
is the best. We have to consult the state and
listen to what they wish for; then we will
process accordingly,” Loke said.

Chow said SPAD had been telling the state
government that it could not decide on the
Bayan Lepas Light Rail Transit application
(which was submitted in 2016), pending the
commission’s study on the northern Peninsu-
lar Malaysia public transport.

“They have been telling us to wait. I be-
lieve that the study is now completed, and
they can now engage us and present their
options. We are willing to talk to SPAD and
are open to options,” Chow said.
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‘THE state-level'National Day, celebration'registered'anew;:record
when 8,300 marching participantsitook:part in the event this)year.
The celebration, themed ‘Sayangi Malaysiaku’,,was graced by
GoyernorsIun’Abdul'Rahman’Abbas at the Esplanade on'Aug'31.
Al'total of124 contingents tookpart inithe historical event.
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'] Visitors entertained by a singing performance during the
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‘Check PTMP documents on display before
complaining’ E— %

Story by Victor Seow

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow on
Sept 1 urged NGOs who are opposed
tothe Transport Master Plan (PTMP)
to go through the documents which
are being displayed at Dewan Sri
Pinang until Oct 4 before complain-
ing.

“I think the NGOs must be realis-
tic also. What’s wrong with Dewan
Sri Pinang? It’s a very nice place,
easily accessible with (ample) park-
ing (space). Anybody can walk in
during office hours. As I said, go
through the documents as much as
you can and don’t complain that we
do not (disclose all relevant details).
I think in Malaysia, (Penang) is the
first place (where) we have done this
and now we are doing this again. So,
what’s there to complain?”’ Chow told
the media.

“Do you (the NGOs) want us to
show the results during the first round
of who came and didn’t? We have all

the statistics on who came and who
didn’t come! Don’t complain when
you don’t attend. So, we are now
going to display (the PTMP docu-
ments) for another month. Don’t just
complain, work together (with us)
and highlight any issues if you want
so that we can move ahead.

“We only have the hardcopies as
the documents belong to the com-
pany and they are considered confi-
dential documents and yet, we are
willing to share. Where on earth is
there a government which is willing
to share (confidential) tender docu-
ments from the bidder? But I think
SRS is cooperative and they are will-
ing to put the documents up on dis-
play. Make use of the one-month
public display period (from Sept 5 to
Oct 4) and stop complaining. We
welcome any interested party to look
at the documents and (to see) why the
LRT alignment is decided this way
and why PIL is decided in that way,”
Chow said.

Jublnt participants of the | Love Penang Hunt are getting ready before being flagged off at Komtar.

Chow on the same day also at-
tended the I Love Penang Hunt or-
ganised by the state government and
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) which allowed participants
to gain much exposure and awareness
on the proposed Bayan Lepas LRT
Project which covers the LRT stations
of Komtar, Macallum and Sungai
Pinang.

Together with Chow were assem-
blymen Lim Siew Khim (Sungai
Pinang), Teh Lai Heng (Komtar),
Khaliq Mehtab Mohd Ishaq (Ber-
tam), Ong Ah Teong (Batu Lancang)
and Daniel Gooi (Pengkalan Kota) as
well as MBPP mayor Datuk Yew

Tung Seang who made the pro-
gramme merrier by leading the par-
ticipants — some on bicycles while
others walked — to achieve the inten-
tion of knowing the project without
resorting to private cars.

“The whole intention of the pro-
gramme is to create awareness among
Penangites on the objective of the
state government in coming up with
the Penang Transport Master Plan
(PTMP) which has several main
projects including the LRT from
Komtar to Bayan Lepas,” Chow told
reporters after the conclusion of the
programme at Karpal Singh Drive.

Earlier on, in his speech, the chief

minister had highlighted the approach
adopted in coming up with solutions
to the traffic congestion problem in
Penang, especially on the island,
through the implementation of the
PTMP.

“The PTMP adopts a holistic ap-
proach to solve the traffic congestion
problem by having a paradigm of
shift in ensuring accessibility and on
moving people, not cars,” he said.

“We are heading towards empha-
sis on public transportation with a
division mode (set to be achieved) at
40% public transport and 60% private
vehicles,” Chow, who’s Padang Kota
assemblyman, noted.
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Escape to fly Jalur Gemilang in China

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Tan Kean Ming

AFTER six successful years of
hosting exciting rides and games
in a natural environment in Teluk
Bahang, Escape Theme Park will
be making its debut in the interna-
tional theme park industry.

The Penang-born brand is set to
begin its development in Linyi,
Shandong Province, China starting
next year.

Sim Leisure Group founder and
chief executive officer Sim Choo
Kheng said the Escape in Linyi
would have a similar concept as
those applied in Penang.

“The slight difference would be
that the Waterplay will not be op-
erational during the winter months.

“It will be environmental-
friendly and nothing mechanical.

“We will emphasise more on
Gravityplay and Adventureplay,”
he said after taking part in the
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) signing ceremony between
his company and Fei Country
Wonderstone Town Development
Co.Ltd. at the Escape Theme Park

Sim (second from left) exchanging the MoU documents with Bowen after the signing ceremony. With them
are Chow and Muhammad Bakhtiar (right).

on Sept 1.

Sim said the Escape in Linyi
would be developed in phases
over a period of five years.

“Phase One of the theme park
is scheduled to be completed in
15 months.

“The estimated total invest-
ment for a period of five years is
RM200 million,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the Penang govern-
ment has always been supportive
of private initiatives like Escape.

FOOD WASTE
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“I am proud that our Penang-
born brand is making its entry into
the international theme park in-
dustry.

“Having won many tourism
awards since its inception in Pen-
ang, today’s announcement comes
as no surprise,” Chow said.

Tourism, Arts and Culture

deputy minister Muhammad
Bakhtiar Wan Chik applauded the
initiative of Sim Leisure Group in
“exporting” a “Malaysianised”
version of an outdoor theme park
to a foreign country.

Escape Theme Park in Penang
is also working on developing the
longest water slide in the world!

Sim said the 1,020m-long wa-
ter slide is part of its Phase Three
development project.

“The water slide would begin
from the top of the hill (some 70m
up) and end at the Waterplay.

“The Guinness World Records
officials will be here to verify this
when the water slide is ready. We
hope to complete the project
within three months,” he said.

Sim said other Phase Three
projects include an overhead
bridge connecting the Waterplay
and Adventureplay; and the chair-
lifts to bring Escape visitors 70m
up to the top of the hill to experi-
ence the world’s longest water
slide.

Also present at the MoU sign-
ing ceremony was Fei Country
Wonderstone Town Development
Co. Ltd. executive director Sun
Bowen.
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CHARITY EVENT

BIG Potato is organising a charity event #L.ove HasNo Label at the
Esplanade on Sept 30 from 5am to 10pm.For more information, refer
to Facebook page, Love Has No Label or contact Khor (0164930359)
or Austin (0165533191).

MALAYSIAN BIG LATCH

EVENT will be held on Sept 23 from 1pm to 4pm at Penang M
Mall, Ist floor new wing. Registration closes on Sept 15. Visit
http://tiny.cc/Msia-Bi-Latch to secure a place. Details, contact Mily
Goh at 016-7238373.

CONFERENCE

NEX 2018 Penang Leadership Conference will be held from
Nov 8 -10 at E & O Hotel. For registration and ticketing, visit
www.nexpenang2018.peatix.com. Contact: 604-3710277/email:
nexpenang @gmail.com

CHARITY ART EXHIBITION

A CHARITY art exhibition will be held at the Penang Performing
Arts Centre in Straits Quay from Sept 30 to Oct 15. Admission to
the exhibition from 10.30am to 6.30pm daily is free.

COUNSELLING

HELP4u provides confidential and free email counselling for
personl, emotional and social issues of youths. Visit www.help4u.
org.my
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Aid for fire victims

Story by Tanushalini One of the houses was totally burnt
Moroter down whereas the other suffered dam-
Pix by Law Suun Ting age at the roof
Another family, whose house was

THREE families whose homes were also affected in the same incident, re-
damaged in a fire which broke outon Aug  ceived RM300 from the Social Welfare
24 in Air Itam each received a special Department and RM500 from Air Itam
allocation of RM1,500 from the TYT’s  assemblyman Joseph Ng
disaster relief fund as well as RM500 Apart from the family, an individual
from the Social Welfare Department. who is a tenant of one of the houses also

M. Ramasamy, 56, Lee Hock Chye, received RM300 from the Social Wel-
49 and Tan Svan Kin, 57, received fare Department and RM300 from Ng.
RM1,000 from the TYT’s disaster relief The two owners of the houses, K.
fund during the press conference held at Kanama, 74, and M. Parameswari, 56,
the Air Itam service centre on Aug 27, received RM3,000 and RM1,000 re-
with the balance to be banked in to their  spectively from the TYT’s disaster relief
accounts. fund as well.

A l

Ng handing over the financial aid to Kanama.

PENANG

INTERNATIONAL

EMPOWERING 1uE

Delegates from Penangpac posing for a photo with Chow after
the courtesy visit.

NEXT GENERATION!

Everyday’s a good season,
penangpac tells CM

THE senior management of the
Performing Arts Centre of Penang
(penangpac) on Aug 23 paid a cour-
tesy call on Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow in Komtar.

Led by penangpac-affiliated The
Actors Studio group general man-
ager Ian Chow and penangpac
publicity manager Alexander Ooi,
the Chief Minister was briefed on
the internal workings of the arts
centre, now based in Straits Quay,
with special attention given on its
finances and motives which have
been the driving force behind pen-
angpac despite the various chal-
lenges it faces.

Ian explained the consistent and
constant talent generation of which
more than 90% of the production

staff are Penangites, the efforts chan-
neled towards building a sustainable
ecosystem for the arts through the
means of infrastructure and support
services, community outreach and
content creation throughout the year,
every day for 365 days.

“To us, there’s no low or peak
season because every day is a good
season,” said Ian, a remark which
drew much approval from the Chief
Minister who complimented the
former for his positive energy and
enthusiasm for the arts.

According to statistics revealed
by Ian, penangpac with its mere
history of six and a half years, had
housed almost 700 shows and
events and attracted almost
200,000 people.

Organised by )
" PENANG =
USTER

Fun & Interesting
Activities

A Hands-On Activities
B Industry Exhibits
é Competitions

A MakerFest
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B4 pisf@pscpen.com
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WATER, Land and Natural Re-
sources Minister Dr Xavier Jaya-
kumar called upon Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow on Sept 4 at
the latter’s office in Komtar
where they were joined by state
exco for Local Government,
Housing and Town & Country
Planning Jagdeep Singh.

Also in attendance were sen-
ior officers of the state Depart-
ment of Irrigation and Drainage
(JPS) as well as its state director
Datuk Sabri Abdul Mulok and
Penang Water Supply Corpora-
tion (PBAPP) chief executive
officer Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa.

A subject matter which was
brought up during the meeting
was the urgency to begin work
on the Sungai Pinang Flood
Mitigation Project which

AR

amounted to RM 150 million.
Jagdeep told Jayakumar that
tension rises among Penangites
whenever it rains these days and
that the Sungai Pinang Flood

JA\roundtableYdiscussionjwasiheld IR
Chow end Jeerlee wilh

Mitigation Project is very much
needed to alleviate flood woes
in the constituency of Datok
Keramat.

Both Chow and Jagdeep

urged the federal authorities to
expedite the Sungai Pinang
Flood Mitigation Project instead
of the proposed two-year wait-
ing period.

(Seated from second left), Tan, Lim and Amal joining other event organising committee members
for a group photograph.

Breastfeeding event
attempts to break record

MALAYSIAN Big Latch, a simul-
taneous breastfeeding event to raise
awareness on the importance of giv-
ing breast milk to babies and infants,
attempts to break the Malaysia Books
of Records come Sept 23 at M Mall
New Wing, 1st Floor Atrium from
Ipm till 4pm.

Big Latch events have been held
since 2016 and are gaining recogni-
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tion as more mothers are participating
init.

“This year, the event will be held
simultaneously at six locations in
Malaysia; namely Penang, Kuala
Lumpur, Tawau, Kota Kinabalu,
Johor and Perak,” Sungai Pinang
assemblyman Lim Siew Kim said at
a media conference on Sept 6 to an-
nounce the event.

She added the event attempts to
break The Malaysia Book of Records
held last year where 820 mothers
took part.

“Penang is targeting 200 mothers
to register for this event.”

Also present were event organis-
ing chairman Autumn Tan Chiew
Whoi, JCI Pearl 2017 president Mily
Goh, vice-resident community and
individual, Olivia Lee and executive
director of World Alliance for Breast-
feeding Action (WABA), Dr. Amal
Omer-Salim.

Lim said Penang has just celebrat-
ed the World Breastfeeding Week
(WBW) with a big bang and offi-
cially launched the Making Penang
Breastfeeding Friendly (MPBF) ini-
tiative by Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

The Chief Minister has also reiter-
ated his commitment to support the
MPBF in his Penang Vision 2030
speech.

Registration for Malaysian Big
Latch will close on Sept 15.

Visit http://tiny.cc/Msia-Big-
Latch to secure your spot. For details
contact Mily Goh at 016-723 8373.



Story by Christopher
Tan
Pix courtesy of PGC

IN supporting green efforts,
Penang Green Council (PGC)
with the support from Bandar
Tasek Mutiara (Utara) and
Bandar Tasek Mutiara (Sela-
tan) Village Security and
Development Committees
(JKKKSs) organised the com-
munity project ‘Jom Hijau
Demi Komuniti’.

The programme was held
over two weekends — July 22
and 29 — at the Dewan Futsal
in Bandar Tasek Mutiara.

The project was steered by
four youths — Lee Jia Yi, Nu-
rul Izwanni Fazlinda Wahid,
Calvin Chan Yi Xuan and
Nursyamimie Mohd Paiz —
who had been mentored by
PGC under its Youth for En-
vironmental Sustainability
(YES) programme.

Project mentor Wong Fen
Fen said PGC shared the
green initiatives with the par-
ticipants.

“We had recycling and
drawing competition, educa-
tional talks and even exhibi-
tion to engage the community.

“The public got to learn
more about the waste segre-
gation at source and elec-

o .
- o _— -

Amar Pritpal (standing centre,
in orange) together with the
supporters and participants
taking a group photo at the end
of the programme.

tronic waste management
from the educational talks
delivered by our youth lead-
ers,” she said.

Wong said students and
pupils age six to 17 took part
in the DIY recycling art com-
petition where they have to
create unique models using
recyclable materials.

The JKKKs also organised
arecycling competition, held
from July 2 to July 26.

Present at the closing cer-
emony was Sungai Bakap
assemblyman Dr Amar Pritpal
Abdullah.

NEX 2018 aims to
inspire participants

THE NEX 2018 Penang Lead-
ership Conference, to be held
from Nov 8-10, will see the
attendance of some 400 busi-
ness leaders.

Exco for Tourism Develop-
ment, Heritage and Culture,
Yeoh Soon Hin speaking at a
press conference to launch the
event on Sept 4, said the goal
of NEX Conference is to in-
spire, refresh and challenge
participants to nurture value-
based leadership, equip them
with fresh perspectives and
develop new competencies to
be effective in their corporate
world and society.

“Our mission is to nurture
value-based leaders in learning
and exchanging ideas and in-
sights through collaborative
networks,” he added.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow will be officiating the
event on Nov 8.

Among this year’s panel of
speakers are Energy, Green
Technology, Science, Climate
Change and Environment Min-
ister Yeo Bee Yin and Deputy
Minister of Women, Health and
Community Development,
Hannah Yeoh.

Also present at the press
conference were NEX Penang
2018 organising committee
chairman Datuk Jerry Chan
and chief executive officer of
Settlements, Chew Yan-Y.

For registration and ticket-
ing, visit www.nexpenang2018.
peatix.com.

Call 604-371 0277 or email
at nexpenang@gmail.com for
general enquiries.
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Target - at least one
PPR in each district

THE federal government has
agreed to build PPR (People’s
Housing Projects) at Kota Giam,
Jelutong, said exco for Local Gov-
ernment, Housing and Town &
Country Planning, Jagdeep Singh
on Sept 3.

“I am very happy to announce
today that the federal government
has agreed to build PPR at Kota
Giam following a site visit by the
federal housing team on June 29.

“I would like to thank the Hous-
ing and Local government Minis-
ter Zuraida Kamaruddin who after
my meeting with her on June 4
immediately sent her officers to the

proposed site to verify its suitabil-
ity.

“Apart from the ongoing project
at Kota Giam, the Minister has
written to Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow requesting for more
land to be identified so that more
PPR can be built here in Penang,”
Jagdeep excitedly announced dur-
ing the site visit to the proposed
site together with representatives
from the ministry.

According to Jagdeep, as of
now land amounting to 100 acres
(estimation) has been identified in
five districts for the purpose of
PPR.

“We have identified land
amounting to 100 acres (including
Kota Giam PPR) in all the five
districts so as to propose them for
PPR units. We want to ensure that
there is at least one PPR in each
district of Penang.

“Some 1,500 people are in the
waiting list for PPR housing so if
we can achieve this then we can
help to house Penangites from the
low-income group,” added Jag-
deep.

Sungai Pinang assemblyman
Lim Siew Khim who was also
present during the site visit con-
veyed her thanks to the federal

Jagdeep and Lim pointing to the lots identified for the construction
of PPR housing at Kota Giam.

government for the upcoming PPR
project at Kota Giam.

“We can see the difference be-
tween the current federal govern-
ment and the previous one with
regards to co-operation as well as

being aligned in achieving our
goals.

“I am happy that PPR is about
to be built here in the Sungai
Pinang constituency as there is a
high demand,” said Lim.

Loh (left) explaining his 'u_
photos to Chow and
Kamala (right) when they |

visited his exhibition. |
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Penang key component of
US business in Malaysia

UNITED States companies and lu-
minaries continue to develop innova-
tive programmes to develop the
Malaysia workforce, American Ma-
laysian Chamber of Commerce
(Amcham) president Ramzi Tou-
bassy said.

“According to our Economic
Impact Survey (a survey taken from
31 companies that highlighted their
contributions to Malaysia), they have
hired more than 80,000 employees
most of whom are Malaysians.

“The figure includes 16,500 engi-
neers and more than 5,500 workers
dedicated specifically to research,
design and development activities.

“Last year, US companies in
Penang made acombined salary pay-
ment of RM4 3 billion, contributing
to the local economy and boosting
the incomes and welfare of our em-
ployees.

“Penang is and will continue to
be a key component of the US
business in Malaysia. This is a new
Malaysia and we look forward to
working with you and the team for
the coming years,” he told Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow in his
speech during the ‘Penang Dia-
logue 2018 - Penang’s Competi-
tive Edge: Developing Talent for
the Digital Age’ event on Sept 4.

The event, organised by Amcham,
was attended by some 180 Amcham
members and key stakeholders.

Toubassy said the prosperity of
US companies in Penang also meant
prosperity for the people of Penang

and the surrounding communities.

“We are here to grow together,”
he added.

United States ambassador to Ma-
laysia Kamala Shirin Lakhdhir said
American companies are wonderful
community partners and they are
agents of positive social change.

Chow said the United States was
the largest foreign direct investment
(FDI) contributor to the Penang
economy from 2008 to 2017.

“Out of the RM69 billion ap-
proved investment recorded from
2008 to 2017, RM14.3 billion was
from US investors.

“A large portion of foreign direct
reinvestments in Penang is from the
United States luminaries such as Intel,
Broadcom, Western Digital, Mo-
torola, Keysight, Lumileds, Jabil, HP,
Sandisk and Flex,” he said.

He was pleased to note the find-
ings from Amcham’s 2018 Eco-
nomic Impact Survey, that 24 electri-
cal and electronics (E&E) companies
from the United States had invested
RM42 billion in Malaysia, encom-
passed FDIs, job creation, knowledge
transfer and support for small and
medium local enterprises.

Chow also responded to ques-
tions regarding transportation and
global economic developments
during the question and answer
(Q&A) session.

Chow and Kamala also took
some time to visit the “Over Pen-
ang” exhibition by photojournalist
David S.T Loh.
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Go for A or B for market
cleanliness

Story by Victor Seow
Pix by Alissala Thian

STATE exco member for Local
Government, Housing and Town
& Country Planning Jagdeep
Singh at a press conference on
Aug 26 outlined his plans on the
upgrading as well as rating of
public facilities such as markets
and food complexes.

“I had a meeting with the local
government officials where I had
directed the local councils —
MBPP and MPSP — to come up
with an action plan on two mat-
ters. One is the cleanliness aspect
of all public markets and food
complexes.

“We need to monitor their
cleanliness and to monitor that
these facilities are upgraded. As
we all know, for the previous two
terms, the state government had
given priority to upgrading pub-
lic facilities especially markets.

As you are aware, most of the
bigger markets have already
undergone major renovations
like Chowrasta market and the
ones in Jelutong and Air Itam,”
Jagdeep said after distributing
the Jalur Gemilang at the Kuan-
tan Road Market together with
Jelutong MP RSN Rayer.

“We want an action plan and
I'have given a timeline and that’s
two weeks. I don’t want to waste
time. Within two weeks, the list
of all public markets and all food
complexes must be ready. So,
they (MBPP and MPSP) need to
come up with a list on the posi-
tion of all these public markets
in terms of cleanliness.

“For your information, in
terms of cleanliness, we have A,
B and C grading. So for all our
public facilities such as public
markets and food complexes, I
don’t want any more C grading.
It must be at least B, if not A.

Rayer and Jagdeep showmg their preference for the cleanliness grading system for public markets

and food complexes in Penang.

When I get the list in two weeks’
time, the next step is to set a
timeline on when we are going
to achieve that level of cleanli-

ness.

“MPSP told me it wants to
achieve this next year. The other
important thing is renovation.

When we get the list, we will
know what are the works re-
quired for all the public markets
and food complexes,” he said.

11 compounds for four dirty eateries

FOUR restaurants in the vicin-
ity of Lebuh Penang within
George Town were slapped
with a total of 11 compounds
during a joint operation by the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) Urban Services De-
partment and Licensing Depart-
ment.

MBPP Urban Services De-
partment director Mubarak Ju-
nus, who oversaw the operation
on Aug 29, said the compounds,
worth a total RM3,500, were
issued to deter the operators
from neglecting hygienic prac-
tices.

“We’ve received quite a
number of complaints regard-
ing indiscriminate throwing of
food waste into the drains. Pu-
nitive action must be taken and
it’s high time, they must be
responsible for the cleanliness
of their premises, not just the
local authorities,” Mubarak told
reporters.

The compounds, ranging
from RM100 to RM500, were
for offences such as littering,
discharging of food waste into
drains owing to faulty grease
trap, improper food handling

and obstruction.

Mubarak said they would
revisit the eateries to see if there
was any improvement, failing
which they would take court
action against the operators.

“We’ve done the education
awareness drive already. Re-
peat offenders who have not
paid up their compounds will
be referred to a committee
which will then decide on what
action to take,” he said.

Mubarak added that similar
operations were held simulta-

neously in four other places,
mainly at the commercial areas
in Datok Keramat, Pulau Tikus,
Batu Maung and Bayan Baru.
About 50 MBPP personnel
were involved.

On top of this, he said the an-
ti-litter campaign is also con-
ducted from time to time at
places such as the Esplanade
and Bukit Jambul.

“We’re checking on the
cleanliness of eateries every
week. It’s an ongoing effort to
keep the city clean,” he added.

Mubarak stressing that there will be an ongoing effort to keep the
city clean.
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games

Story by Christopher Tan

FIFTY-ONE teams from 14
secondary schools took part in
the inaugural Mind Game Chal-
lenge 2018 recently.

Organised by the Penang
Math Platform (PMP), the chal-
lenges were in the form of puz-
zles and problems.

The preliminary round was
held at PMP in Karpal Singh
Penang Learning Centre in Jalan
Kaki Bukit on Aug 19.

The top 20 schools were se-
lected to compete in the final
rounds which were held at

Queensbay Mall on Aug 26.

Students were required to
compute, observe, memorise
and think logically to solve
those challenges.

In one of the challenges,
teams had to remember 20 sets
of combined designs and recall
three randomly selected sets
within a given time limit.

The teams also had to solve
a set of mathematical series and
complete one Nonogram at the
same time.

Parents, teachers and even
shoppers in Queensbay Mall
were heard cheering and sup-
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Students waiting anxiously to solve the problems during the Mind Game Challenge 2018 at Queensbay
Mall. - Pix courtesy of Penang STEM 4.0

porting the students as they re-
lentlessly faced the challenges
before them.

The winners took home tro-
phies or medals, certificates and
cash prizes.

Han Chiang (Private) High
School was crowned as the
champion school and received
the PMP Mind Games Chal-

lenge trophy.

The other winning schools
were Chung Ling High School,
Han Chiang High School, Pen-
ang Chinese Girls’ High School
and Chung Hwa Confucian
High School.

Northeast district education
officer Mohamed Abd Samat
presented the trophies and cer-

tificates to the winners.

The event was supported by
the northeast district education
office, the Malaysian Mensa and
the Malaysian Memory Sports
Organisation. Innotree Elite
Resources was the technical
adviser.

The event was endorsed by
the state Education Department.

Tan (left) explaining the use of vinegar as a first aid to alleviate

pain in a jellyfish attack to Jagdeep, Yew and Addnan.

Shedding light on the jellyfish menace

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) had its “The Emerging Jel-
lyfish Threat” seminar on Aug 27 to
shed light on the jellyfish menace
affecting our beach-goers along the
coast of Batu Ferringhi.

The half-day event was attended
mostly by MBPP enforcement offic-
ers, emergency rescue personnel,
members of St. John Ambulance,
proprietors of watersports busi-
nesses as well as representatives
from the various hotels and the
hospitality industry.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang and state exco member for
Local Government, Housing, Town

& Country Planning Jagdeep Singh
both spoke on the importance of
having sufficient knowledge on
what to do when there’s an emer-
gency due to jellyfish attacks not
only to save lives but to dispel myths
associated with such attacks.

“As we are aware, jellyfish at-
tacks could result in death. Two such
attacks in the country were reported
in 2017 and one of them happened
in Penang where the victim was in
acoma for three days. The other case
occurred on June 27 in Langkawi
and the victim died. There are also
many unreported cases which in-
volved tourists and our fishermen.
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Many victims resorted to the wrong
traditional measures and this will
further complicate matters,” Yew
said in his speech.

“The coastal area where Hard
Rock Hotel is, will be used as the
venue for the Beach Volleyball
Match for APMG 2018 in which 67
teams from 13 countries will be
competing from Sept 7 until 11. This
forum is most timely for our emer-
gency rescue personnel to be ex-
posed to the do’s and don’ts during
a jellyfish attack,” Jagdeep, who’s
also Datok Keramat assemblyman,
noted.

The speakers at the seminar were
USM School of Biological Sciences
Prof. Zulfigar Yasin who spoke on
“Serious concerns about jellyfish
and our changing seas”, USM Cen-
tre for Marine & Coastal Studies
(CEMACS) director Prof. Datuk Dr.
Aileen Tan Shau Hwai whose topic
was “The Jellyfish (Medusae) in the
Coastal Waters of Penang” and Head
of Emergency Department, Hospital
Kuala Krai in Kelantan Dr. Mohd
Shukruddeen Salleh who spoke on
“Clinical management of jellyfish
sting & envenoming”.

The seminar was also attended by
MBPP secretary Addnan Mohd
Razali and the Malaysian Associa-
tion of Hotels (MAH) chairman
(Penang chapter) Khoo Boo Lim.
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Ramakrishna Ashrama, St John

THE Penang St John Ambu-
lance team headed by its state
commander Datuk Dr Yee
Thiam Sun on Sept 3 made a
courtesy call on Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow at Komtar.

Included in the St John team
were its state president, Datuk
Syed Aidid Syed Murtaza, and
deputy state commander, Dr
Lee Toong Chow.

Yee in congratulating Chow
on his appointment as the new
Chief Minister, also extended
the request of the team for the
state government to lease some
land to accommodate their
growing activities.

Yee also briefed Chow on
the activities of St John Ambu-
lance Penang and the ongoing
plan for improvement.

Earlier, on Aug 23, a delega-
tion from Ramakrishna Ash-
rama Penang led by its deputy
president K. Ramasamy paid a
courtesy visit to Chow.

According to Ramasamy,
the institution is the oldest
Indian orphanage in Malaysia
which started way back in
1938.

“Ramakrishna Ashrama is
an important institution in
Penang catering not only to the

teams visit Chlie‘f Minister
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Chow with the Ramakrishna Ashrama delegation during the courtesy call.

orphanage children but we also
have a school (SJIKT Ram-
akrishna) as well as a kinder-
garten which caters to the
public as well.

“SJKT Ramakrishna is
among the top schools in Pen-
ang where it has won several
awards in science and innova-
tion competitions.

“The ashrama has some 45
children now,” said Ramasamy.

During the meet up, Ra-
masamy highlighted some is-
sues pertaining to the infra-
structure damage as well as
insufficient funds to run the
institution.

As a gesture of appreciation,
the delegates presented Chow
a book on the history of Ram-
akrishna Ashrama.

Licence rule for kiosks at
shopping complexes

KIOSK operators at shopping
complexes in the city of
George Town will from Sept 1
be required to operate with a
licence issued by the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP).

“For a kiosk operating from
a 10 sq ft space, the licence fee
will be RM120 per year. While
operators having a kiosk big-
ger than 10sq ft, will have to
pay RM240 per year,” MBPP
mayor Datuk Yew Tung Seang
said at a press conference on
Aug 29 said after chairing the
council’s full board meeting.

He also added that Sept 1
had been set as the deadline
for such operators to apply for
the licence.

“The management of shop-
ping complexes have been
informed of this new require-

ment and our ground staff will
follow up accordingly,” he
said.

Yew revealed that there are
some 780 kiosks in operation
at shopping complexes on the
island.

“MBPP hopes the operators
of these kiosks will apply for
their licences as soon as pos-
sible.”

On another matter, Yew said
the Asia Pacific Master Games
Torch Run 2018 will end at the
City Stadium for the opening
ceremony on Sept 8.

He urged Penangites to turn
up for the opening ceremony
scheduled at 7.30pm.

He said 65 countries will
take part in APMG 2018 where
some 6,533 participants will
compete in 22 events.
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F) 04 - 575 6526 YB Nor Hafizah Othman U]
N.16 PERAI N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy YB Dato’ Saifuddin Nasution m

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor m

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS

YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz T) 04 - 649 3976
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

ET% 04 -390 5109
F) 04 -390 5109

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

[T 04 - 530 3028
04 - 530 3028

N.39 PULAU BETONG

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO' KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37 @gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04- 3310163

YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214

N.01 PENAGA

Md. Khalil Salleh (T) 012 - 598 4881
N.40 TELUK BAHANG novafast mail.com
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

el T g (T) 018 - 468 6610
DAP PENANG HQ e R Delox -

A - m 04 - 298 8482 jmmohamed002@gmail.com
F) 04 - 228 8514

N.05 SUNGAI DUA

PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115 Yusri lsahak (T) 019 - 337 4055

ysrregnot@gmail.com

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

(T

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

[T% 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtarN28@gmail.com

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag

(M

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal. mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 313 3990

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04-521 1106

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

[T% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

T) 017 - 8133 509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

(M

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

()

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli llbrahim

n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

(M)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
H 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikus@dappg.org

ET; 04 - 228 5298
F) 04 - 229 4294

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
n27dappengkalankota@gmail.com

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

1) 04 - 280 4411
H 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
& PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
. FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH] 04310 2375
NEGERI JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
WCC (Women's Cenfre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK )
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
SOCSO 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

Kalendar Pelancongan

GEORGE
TOWN
LITERARY
FESTIVAL

NOV 2018

PENANG
MALAYSIA

22hb - 25hb November 2018
George Town Literary Festival
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Marking World Cleanup Day

PENANG will take part in the
World Cleanup Day 2018 on Sept
15 by collecting rubbish along the
coastal area near Queensbay Mall.

The event, organised by USM
Centre for Marine & Coastal
Studies (Cemacs) and Cosmo-
politan Homes from 6am to 10am,
is supported by the Penang state
government.

Other co-organisers include
JCI Georgetown, Rehda Youth,
JCI Penang, Eastern & Oriental
Berhad, JCI Elite, Agilent and JCI
Entrepreneur Metropolitan.

State Welfare, Caring Society
and Environment Committee
chairman Phee Boon Poh said
Penang first initiated a cleanup
campaign in 2008 via the efforts
of former Pulau Tikus assembly-
man Koay Teng Hai.

“From this localised effort, it
grew to become a state pro-
gramme and now a nation-wide
movement. We want to have a
clean Malaysia, physically as well
as clean up corruption,” he told a
press conference in Komtar on
Sept 6.

Warld Cleas ..

™ _ ..__

EE Sogprtas

Phee (centre) posing with the organisers and sponsors of the Penang’s World Cleanup Day programme.

“This coincides with the Pen-
ang 2030 plan of Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow to make the state
cleaner and greener, like avoiding
throwing rubbish and recycling
what can be recycled.”

Phee said as Penang is sur-
rounded by sea, coastal areas need
cleanups or else the state will get
a bad reputation.

Also present were USM Centre

for Marine & Coastal Studies di-
rector Prof Datuk Dr Aileen Tan,
JCI Malaysia Area Global Goals
director Michael Ong, Dell Global
Business Centre project/pro-
gramme director Phuah Chin
Hong, Cosmopolitan assistant
sales and marketing manager Den-
nis Chan and E&O manager (com-
munity relations group strategy &
communications) A. Tharman.

Tan said USM would collect
data and share it online with the
world as 155 countries worldwide
would celebrate WCD on the
same day.

“We will also set up educa-
tional fun booth to help educate
the public on managing waste. It’s
not just creating awareness but
also cultivating proper habits
among ourselves,” said Tan.

She added that it is one of the
easiest activities to organise as
many companies, like Dell, Agi-
lent and E&O Hotel, want to
become part of the programme
either by contributing financially
or providing volunteers.

Some 60 JCI chapters would
be involved in simultaneously
running the cleanup campaign
throughout the country.

Phuah said the cleanup cam-
paign is also in line with the
ocean plastic programme initiated
by Dell Technologies chief ex-
ecutive officer Michael Dell two
years ago and a ‘no plastic straw’
programme adopted throughout
127 Dell global facilities since

July this year.Chan said those
interested to take part in the
4.3km beach cleanup from
Queensbay Mall to the second
bridge link can register at https://
cosmo-homes.com/worldclean-
upday2018/ or contact Firah
at011-33017238. The first 1,000
will receive free T-shirt and
gloves and so far, over 800 had
registered.
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Splendid APMG
Openlng ceremony

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Alvie Cheng

PENANG Governor Tun
Abdul Rahman Abbas de-
clared open the Asia Pacific
Master Games 2018 in a
colourful ceremony at the
City Stadium as the weather
turned out to be generally
kind to the organisers and
spectators unlike the dress
rehearsal the previous night.

There were fears that the
opening ceremony on Sept
8 might be washed out as it had been
raining quite heavily, on and off, for
two days before it.

Even a short spell of rain that oc-
curred during showtime did not
dampen the spirits of Penangite Da-
shaLogan, who sang the theme song
“Beyond the Games,” and the danc-
ing troupe from the National Depart-
ment for Culture and Arts (JKKN)
while performing the “Sounds of
Malaysia.”

Among the dignitaries present
were Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, International Masters Games
Association (IMGA) president Kai
Holm,APMG 2018 president Chong
Eng, APMG 2018 ambassador
Tunku Imran Tunku Jaafar, deputy
Youth and Sports Minister Steven
Sim Chee Keong and deputy Agri-
culture and Agro-based Industry
Minister Sim Tze Tzin.

Also present were State Secretary
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus, Dewan
Rakyat deputy speaker Datuk Rashid
Hasnon, state Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee, state
Tourism Development, Heritage,
Culture and Arts Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang and APMG 2018
chief executive officer Linda Geh.

Chow, in his speech, said Sept 8
was a historic day for Penang for
staging the first-ever Masters Games
to be held in Asia.

“Masters Games throughout the
world have emphasised the impor-
tance of goodwill, making friends
and staying healthy,” Chow said.

“Befitting the APMG 2018 tagline
‘Beyond the Games’, it is my sincere
hope that by the end of the APMG
2018, everyone returns home with
plenty of good memories.”

Chong Eng was proud to see
multitudes of people from not only
Malaysia but from 63 other countries
who would live out their sporting
dreams in Penang.

“As hosts, Malaysians make up

the biggest representation
in APMG 2018 but I am
also encouraged by the
response from fellow
Asian countries like India,
Japan, China, Mongolia,
Singapore, Sri Lanka,
Iran and South Korea,”
she said in her speech.
“From the bottom of
my heart, I thank you for
agreeing to be part of this

Abdul Rahman and Chow being drlven onabuggy pistoric Masters Games.
for a lap of honour inside the City Stadium during
the opening ceremony of the APMG 2018.

“And for the very first
time for Masters Games, a
Torch Run was organised. More than
10,000 participants from various ages
covered more than 3, 900km through-
out Malaysia.”

Holm commended Penang as an
excellent host for the Games.

“It has surpassed our high expec-
tations. I have no doubt that for next
week, there will be exciting celebra-
tion of sports in Penang. You have
every reason to be proud of yourself
and I hope you have an amazing
time,” said Holm.

Earlier upon his arrival, Abdul
Rahman, together with Chow, was
driven on a buggy for alap of honour
inside the stadium.

They were accompanied by
Chong Eng, Soon, Sim, Farizan and
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Yew, who were each fetched by a
trishaw rider.

Then came one of the highlights
of the Games - the parade of the
athletes.

A total of 5,564 athletes from 64
countries have entered for the Games.
They marched in according to their
sports, not according to countries, as
is the tradition of the Masters Games.
The ceremony was telecast live by
TV2.

In all, there are 22 sports, with
wushu, pencak silat, lion dance and
tenpin bowling making their debut.
The other games are archery, athlet-
ics, badminton, basketball, cycling,
football, netball, shooting, softball,
squash, swimming, table tennis, ten-
nis, volleyball, golf, hockey, tack-
wando and weightlifting.

The torch run finally ended at the
stadium with former Olympic archer
Cheng Chu Sian carrying the torch
before passing it to former SEA
Games champion and Sports Com-

Participants from Belgium
proudly/showing off their flag
atithe/APMG| 2018 opening
ceremony.

An aerial view of a section of
the 1,000 volunteers, cultural
performers and participants
celebrating the official opening
ceremony of the APMG 2018.

missioner Datuk Zaiton Othman,
who then relayed it to 1972 Munich
Olympian PLBS Peyadesa and 1978
Asian Games 400m gold medallist
Saik Oik Cum.

Both Peyadesa and Oik Cum ran
for some metres and then proceeded
to the spectators’ stand to jointly light
12 flames of a wheel.

On behalf of the athletes, Penan-
gite N. Shanmuganathan, a 3,000m
steeplechaser, was given the honour
to recite the athletes’ oath.

The spectators were later treated
to vibrant performances by the Pen-
ang Free School, Penang Chinese
Girls” High School, St Xaviers’ Insti-
tution and Chung Hwa Confucian
bands before a big boria troupe,
comprising dancers from various
states,came on to perform the last act.

Assplendid display of fireworks at
the end of the show made the night
more memorable, particularly for
those at the newly-renovated City
Stadium.
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Local democracy through the peopef

oriented budget \* T,

Penang is the first state to carry out
the people’s participation process in
the planning of government budget.
This initiative has been success-
fully carried out since 2012 through
the Gender Responsive & Participa-
tory Budgeting (GRPB) program.
It is a smart partnership program
between the Penang Women De-
velopment Corporation (PWDC)
and local authorities namely the
Penang City Council (MBPP) and
the Seberang Perai Municipal
Council (MPSP).

The new administration and
leadership in Penang has continued
with the aspirations to make the
state administration people-oriented
in line with the national govern-
ment’s policy of nation building.
Therefore, this local democratic
process gives authority and respon-
sibility to local and community
leaders such as Assemblyman,
Council Member and MPKK/
JKKK leaders to be responsible and
to play a role in voicing the needs
of their residents and community.
This process can be successfully
undertaken and implemented when
the local residents are taken as
government partners in determining
the program and direction of the

government through the determina-
tion of the government budget. It
makes the community an agent of
change and not just beneficiaries of
the development projects and ser-
vices offered.

To achieve this, several modules
under the GRPB program are de-
signed to be implemented by the
government. Among the programs
currently being implemented under
the GRPB for one of the communi-
ties this year are the ‘Our Money
Our Rights’ Roadshow and the
Kesani People’s Housing Project.

‘Our Money Our Rights’ Road-
show

This program is the result of a
pilot project that was held at
Machang Bubuk KADUN in 2016.
In this program, the State Assem-
blyman and MPKK became the
champion in implementing the
people’s participation project in
determining the needs of the resi-
dents in each JKKK/MPKK under
their respective KADUN. As a re-
sult of the assessment of this re-
quirement, the provisions of ADUN
can be used effectively in accord-
ance with the needs of its commu-

nity.
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Kersani People Housing Project

This project was supported by
the State Government Housing
Division in collaboration with
PWDC and was implemented
with the PPR Desa Wawasan
community as a pilot project. The
success of the project has led the
Housing Division to continue
with four other PPRs at Taman
Manggis, Ampang Jajar, Bagan
Jaya and Padang Tembak. The
information obtained by this pro-
jectis used as a guide in the plan-
ning of State Housing Division’s
budget.

Watch out for PGO 2018! Coming to you this November with the theme ‘Stop Sexual Harassment’

Penang Goes Orange
(PGO)is a state-level cam-
paign organised by Penang
EXCO for Women and =
Family Development, to-
gether with Penang Wom-
en’s Development Corpo-
ration (PWDC) since
2014.PGO1is an adaptation
of the International Orange
Day. This year’s PGO
campaign carries the mes-
sage, “Stop Sexual Harass-
ment”, which calls upon
everyone to be aware of
this issue and take meas-

ures to detect, deter, and Participants at last year’s Penang Goes Orange event giving The Orange Challenge a shot.

prevent sexual harassment.

PGO 2018 will offi-
cially kick off on 24 November with
the Orange Challenge, an interactive
challenge where participating teams
challenge each other to complete a
series of activities and quizzes related
to the campaign theme, “Stop Sexu-
al Harassment”. This year’s Orange
Challenge will be held at the Penang
Bird Park, Seberang Jaya where we
are expecting some 1,000 partici-

pants. It’s a family-oriented fun and
learning event with lots of goodies for
everyone and attractive prizes for the
winners.

The Penang State is committed to
work towards achieving gender
equality and to stop discrimination
and violence against women and
girls. Violence is the most devastating
violation of human rights. Sexual
harassment predominantly occurs at

the workplace like when an individ-
ual engages in unwanted behaviour of
a sexual nature towards another per-
son with the intention of violating
someone’s dignity or creating an in-
timidating, hostile, degrading, hu-
miliating or offensive environment
for the individual concerned.

Learn what is sexual harassment
as it can mean verbal, non-verbal or
physical conduct including:

*Unwelcome sexual advances
eInappropriate touching
*Physical acts of sexual as-
sault

*Requests for sexual favors
*Discussing sexual relations/
stories/fantasies

*Exposing oneself or perform-
ing sexual acts on oneself in
the presence of another person

*Verbal harassment like sexu-
al jokes

*Displaying sexually explicit
photographs or drawings
*Sending emails with material
of a sexual nature

*Making conditions of em-
ployment or advancement
dependent on sexual favors,
either explicitly or implicitly
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Target 1s 36 gold medals

Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

THE Penang Sukma contingent has
set a target of 36 gold, 14 silver and
35 bronze medals in the 19th edition
of the games in Perak.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
announced the target during the flag
handing-over ceremony at the
Sports and Youth Department hall
in Batu Uban on Sept 2.

“We also aim to finish fifth over-
all among the 15 contingents,”
Chow said when addressing the state
Sukma athletes and officials.

“Karate, judo and swimming are
the three main sports expected to
deliver the golds. Penang karate
exponents have never let us down,
emerging overall champions since
2002.

“Judo was not contested in the
2016 Sukma in Sarawak and the
2014 Sukma in Perlis but in the 2013
Sukma in Kuala Lumpur, judo con-
tributed 2 golds, 3 silvers and 6
bronzes while swimming brought
home two golds and four bronzes at
the 2016 Sukma,” he added.

Although the three sports are the
main focus, the Penang state govern-
ment has also placed high hopes on
the other 26 sports.

In the 2016 Sukma, the Penang
contingent captured 26 gold, 12

silver and 29 bronze medals for an
overall sixth placing.

In the 17th Sukma in Perlis in
2014, Penang finished seventh over-
all.

Chow advised the Penang ath-
letes to demonstrate good values
during the games and not to be ar-
rogant or overconfident so as to ruin
one’s image.

Also present were state Youth
and Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee, chef de mission
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus, deputy
state secretary (development) Datuk
Dr Mohamad Farazi, and deputy
state secretary (management) Datuk
Ghazali Derahman.

The Penang State Sports Council
(PSSC) will be sending a strong
squad of 485 athletes consisting of
269 male participants and 216 fe-
male participants. They are now in
the final lap of training, especially
with emphasis on mental strength
under the guidance of PSSC director
and sports psychologist Frederick
Tan.

“Penang must also be prepared
to challenge hard as others are also
working hard. As arecognition to all
winners, the state will increase its
cash incentive which has not been
readjusted for the past 18 years. This
is not a big amount, just to inspire
them to better performances,” Chow

Penang Sukma athletes at the flag handing-over ceremony.

said.

For an individual gold medal, the
reward is RM4,000, followed by
RM2 500 for silver and RM1,500
for bronze as compared to RM3,000,
RM2,000 and RM1,000 previously.

For a doubles event, each athlete
will be given RM2,000 for gold,
RM1 250 for silver and RM750 for
bronze. It is an increase of RM500
for gold and RM250 for silver and
bronze.

The reward for each athlete in a

team event comprising between
three and five athletes, is RM1,200
(gold), RM900 (silver) and RM700
(bronze). And for team event that
has more than five athletes, the re-
ward is RM700, RM500 and
RM300.

Coaches and associations too will
be given cash incentives. Coaches
will get RM500 (gold), RM250
(silver) and RM 150 (bronze) where-
as associations will receive RM300
(gold), RM200 (silver) and RM100

Nal

e oath on behalf of the

(bronze).

National record breakers will get
RM1,000 while Sukma record
breakers will get RM500.

Chow encouraged the athletes to
be united and prove their mettle at
the games.

Towards the end of his speech,
Chow shouted “Uooka!” three
times, and the athletes responded
with “Everyone Fights, No One
Quits!” each time. Watch out! That’s
Penang’s battle cry.

Tranquility core element

in golf, says coach

DEBUNKING the myth that golf is
alazy sport, Wan Zailan Wan Chik,
coach of the Penang Sukma team,
said that it is a game which requires
the players to be highly focused and
composed.

Wan Zailan has been coaching
for the past 30 years but this is his
first time being attached with the
Penang State Sports Council (MSS-
NPP) as a coach.

His experience and vast knowl-
edge of this sports was so much
visible during an interview with the
Buletin Mutiara team at the Penang
Golf Club.

“Golf revolves around the ability
to control one’s emotions when tak-
ing a shot, the players are given 40
seconds to swing the ball unlike
other sports where the game starts
immediately when the whistle is
blown.

“During that 40 seconds, they
have to stay focused -110% concen-
tration, be calm and they should not
be under pressure,” said Wan Zailan
on the importance of mental and
emotional strength in golf.

According to him, many show
interest in golf, but sooner or later
their spark goes dim due to the tough
competition and training.

“Many are taking up golf out of
interest but they are unable to endure
the heat during training and compe-
tition, thus opt to quit half-way.

“The other thing is golf requires
regular practice which is high cost.

“It is a huge commitment for
parents as they need to send their
children for training where RM50
is spent per day for training. Multi-
ply that by 10 training sessions
(minimum) a month, and you have
an idea of the cost,” he said, adding

that the number of golfers in Penang
is small.

The youngest player in the team,
Ashley Chin Yen Ling,14, when
approached by Buletin Mutiara,
exhibited vibrant energy.

“I am pretty much excited to
participate in Sukma, and looking
forward to give my best shot,” said
Yen Ling who is studying at the
Chung Ling Private High School.

Golf will be held from Sept 15-
17 at the Royal Perak Golf Club,
Ipoh.

Besides Yen Ling, the state team
consists of Mohd Yusoff Roslan,
Mohamad Atiff Janah, Teoh Zesuan,
Ezmeer Merican, Mahir Azmi, and
Farah Adilah Yeoh.

Yen Ling takes a shot during
her training session at the
Penang Golf Club.




Athletes hoping to redeem

themselves

PENANG athletes, after falling
flat on their faces in the last
Sukma in 2016 in Sarawak, are
determined to rise from the
ashes of defeat in the 19th edi-
tion being hosted by Perak until
Sept 22.

They had been expected to
win four golds in Sarawak but
came back with a mere silver
and three bronze medals.

Having learnt their lessons
well, team manager Retna Ku-
mar is predicting one gold and
five bronze medals this time
from his team of 22 athletes.

“Our preparation is going on
smoothly and the coaches are
pushing their athletes hard in
the final phase of training,” he
said.

The athletes are being trained
by Penang’s 1966 Asian Games
champion Datuk Krishnan Tam-
bu, Hazril Hassan, Mohd
Farouk and Uzbek Olesya Alex-
sandrovna.

Their brightest prospects for
gold should come from javelin
thrower J. Pavithraa Devi, 19,
and heptathlete Koh Ann Yi, 17.

Pavithraa, who won three
bronze medals in 2016 Sukma,
is eyeing gold medals in the
javelin and discus events.

“I want to make up for my
disappointment in the last Suk-
ma. I broke my hand about a
month before the games be-
cause of a motorcycle acci-
dent,” said Pavithraa, a first-
year student at Management
and Science University (MSU)
in Penang.

Based on her experience of
having competed in the 2017
SEA Games in Kuala Lumpur
and having a personal best of
43.21m for javelin and 41.89m
for discus, Pavithraa should be
among the favourites.

Ironically, she had won gold
in Sukma before, though not in
athletics. She was a member of
the winning softball team in
2013, playing mostly as a pitch-
er.

“But after softball was
dropped from subsequent
games as it was not a compul-
sory sport, I attended a trial and
was converted to become an
athlete,” she said.

Pavithraa is one of the five
throwers under the care of
coach Hazril Hassan, 36. The
others are hammer throwers
Abdul Hadi Samad and Chung
Ling High School student Ma
Jing Yang, and shot putters Nur
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Ann Yi ready to take off for a high jump attempt in Pavithraa honing her throwing technique in a

the heptathlon at the 2018 MSSM Championships. practice session.

Dinie Shahirah Abdullah and
Aina Mislah Razif.

For Ann Yi, to compete in
seven events over two days in
the heptathlon can be very de-
manding but the Form Four
student of SMK Berapit is
geared for the challenge. The
grueling task begins with the
100m hurdles, high jump, shot
putt and 200m on the first day,
and the long jump, javelin and
800m on the second day.

“This is going to be my first
Sukma and it’ll be nice to win
a gold medal,” said Ann Yi, who
won the national schools
(MSSM) heptathlon event in

2017 and 2018.

Krishnan, a coach who often
lets his athletes’ feet do the
talking, feels road racer Janice
Loh can pull off an upset if she
adopts the right strategy in the
women’s 5,000m.

In Brian Poh, a Form Four
student of SMK Jalan Damai,
Krishnan sees a potential final-
ist in the 400m hurdles.

“It’ll be tough for him as a
16-year-old competing against
rivals aged 20 or 21. But the
experience will put him in good
stead as he grows in maturity,”
said Krishnan, who together
with Tan Sri Dr M. Jegathesan,

G. Rajalingam and Mohd Arif-
fin won the 4x100m gold med-
al in the 1966 Asian Games in
Bangkok.

Krishnan will also focus on
his 4x100m relay squad consist-
ing of Muhammad Syazrul
Adli, Muhammad Fakrul Abdul
Aziz, Mohd Daniel Afiq Ma-
zlan, Muhammad Yasir Rislan,
Myheswara Nageswara and
Ikhmal Zulqarnian Ahmad
Ramzan as they have never
combined to run before.

With Sukma drawing nearer,
it is clear the Penang athletes
could not wait to redeem them-
selves.

Protective Scoring System helpful for tackwondo exponents

THE Penang tackwondo representa-
tives have vowed to produce excel-
lent results at the coming Sukma
(Malaysian) Games to be held in
Ipoh, Perak as the introduction of a
protective scoring system (PSS)
machine during training has helped
the team access to skillful and intel-
ligent monitoring at tournaments.

Taekwondo team coach Gunase-
garan Manivello told Buletin Muti-
ara that the state team comprising 14
exponents will compete in various
categories at the meet.

Gunasegaan said he has been
coaching the present tackwondo
team for the last two years.

“The best performance from the
state team was at the Malaysian
Games in 2004, where they won two
gold, two bronze and two silver
medals,” he said.

In order to familiarise the Penang
team with the system, Gunasegaran
said Penang had already purchased

the system and asked the team to
practise to increase their chances.

Penang is also one of the few to
own the system for their training.

“The scoring system is funda-
mentally different from the tradi-
tional referee, so if the team are fa-
miliar with them they will have an
incalculable advantage,” he said,
adding it will also be used at the 2020
Tokyo Olympics.

Gunasegaran revealed that of the
14 representatives for Sukma, most
Were newcomers.

Meanwhile, team member
Sarveen Rajendran said he took up
tackwondo in 2014.

“This is my first participation in
Sukma, and I have been training for
the competition since June this year
on a daily basis.

“I am prepared and hope to win
a medal,” the computer science
graduate from Tunku Abdul Rahman
College (TAR) said.
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Taekwondo is an art of defence that uses the leg as the main attack.
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Modest hopes for karate
kata exponents

Story by K.H. Ong
Pix by Nur Afiqah Zainudi

PENANG have always been a
karate powerhouse whether at
the national junior or senior
levels, but at the 19th Sukma
being hosted by Perak until Sept
22, they have only modest
hopes because of a relatively
new squad.

Coach Lim Lee Lee said out
of the four men and three wom-
en representing Penang, quite a
number are new members.

At the last Sukma two years
ago in Sarawak, Penang domi-
nated the show by winning four
gold medals in karate kata (non-
combat).

“Some of our athletes like
2016 women’s individual gold
medallist Khaw Yee Voon are
already overaged. We’ve four
newcomers and we’re not plac-
ing very high hopes on them
although we still harbour hopes
of winning gold medals,” Lee
Lee said during a training ses-
sion at the centre in Transfer
Road.

Penang’s best hope is on Ivan
Oh Thean Wei, who won the
men’s individual kata gold and

team gold with Ooi San Hong
and Howart Tan Jia Jie at 2016
Sukma.

Ivan will focus only on the
men’s individual kata this time.
San Hong, a Sixth Former at St
Xavier’s Institution, will take
part in the team together with
Ernie Tye Chun Chuen and
Yong Kojiro (both Chung Ling
Private). The trio, who are
ranked World Junior (Under-21)
No. 3, are gold medal prospects.

“I’'m excited to defend my
title. I want to make Penang
proud,” said Ivan, who emerged
champion in the 2015 Southeast
Asia Karate Championships in
Laos and was a member of the
national winning team in the
Karate 1 Premier League in
Dubai, Qatar, in 2016.

Yee Voon, who won both the
women’s individual and team
golds in 2016, is overage for the
Under-21 tournament but two
of her teammates - Ariana Lim
Junyi (Penang Chinese Girls
High School) and Chang Sin Yi
(USM) — are still available for
this year’s Sukma. The duo wil
defend the title with newcomer
Cherlene Cheung Xue Lin
(Penang Chinese Girls High

o

The Penang karate exponents training earnestly at their centre in Transfer Road, George Town

School).

Ariana, currently ranked
World Junior No. 2, 1ooks to be
in good form as she took the
gold in the National Under-21
tournament in June. Apart from
the team event, she will take
part in the individual kata.

“I would like to emulate Yee
Voon’s feat. I know my team-
mates and myself will do our

best,” said the PCGHS Upper
Six student.

Hard work and discipline are
the prerequisites for success
and that is clearly seen in the
exponents’ daily training under
coaches Ku Jin Keat and Lee
Lee. The husband and wife
team, who also coach the na-
tional team, tolerate no non-
sense during training as they

want them to master certain
techniques.

The 2018 Penang Sukma
squad: Men’s Individual - Ivan
Oh Theng Wei, Men’s Team -
Ooi San Hong, Ernie Tye Chun
Chuen, Yong Kojiro; Women
Individual - Ariana Lim Junyi,
Women’s Team - Ariana Lim
Junyi, Chang Sin Yi, Cherlene
Cheung Xue Lin.

Swimmers have
high hopes

THE Penang Sukma swimming
team of four girls is expected
to perform well and win med-
als for the state at the games
in Perak.

Team coach Xu Ya Fen said
the four girls will compete in
a total of 13 categories.

“They will compete in the
50m butterfly, 100m breast-
stroke, 400m freestyle, 200m
mixed, 50m freestyle and oth-
ers,” Xu who is from China
said when met by Buletin
Mutiara on Aug 23 at the Pen-
ang Golf Club’s swimming
pool.

Xu, who has been the coach
of the team since January this
year, said only the four girls

were selected while the boys
team will be training for the
next Sukma Games.

“The boys in training were
not ready for competition as
yet,” she said.

She added from January till
now, the girls have shown im-
provement .

“I hope they will do their
best, and will be placed in the
top three positions,” Xu said.

She has improvised the
training programme for the
Penang team by adding an-
other physical training aspect.

Meanwhile, swimmer Ho
Keesha, 16, said she hopes to
collect some medals at the
Games.

Golf Club’s swimming pool.

“I have been involved in
swimming for the last seven

o o e D e

(From left) Xu, Keesha, Joe Han and Shi Qi coming together for a group photograph at the Penang

participation at the Sukma

Her other team mates are

Games,” said the student from Song Joe Han, 13, Liew Shi Qi,

years, and this is my second Han Chiang High School.

15, and Teh Yong Ying, 14.



Silat’s small
squad to give

IT does not matter how big a team
is, what matters here the most is
how big the drive is for victory.
This is what is being shown by
our Sukma pencak silat team.
“Maybe when they see the
Penang Sukma Pencak Silat team
which is a small contingent, the
opponents might belittle our
strength, but be aware of the qual-
ity and the ability that will be

JABATAN KEWANGAN NEGERI PULAU PINANG
KENYATAAN TAWARAN LOT PERNIAGAAN / PAMERAN PESTA PULAU PINANG 2018

Tawaran adalah dipelawa kepada Syarikat / Pembekal / Pengusaha / Penganjur yang berdaftar dengan Suruhanjaya Syarikat Malaysia

(SSM) bagi menyertai tawaran seperti berikut berikut :

. . . Tawaran dibuka Tarikh Jualan Borang /
Bil No Rujukan Tajuk kepada Lawatan Tapak
Tarikh - Tarikh Cz.abutan
24 September Undi :
seh‘;ngga 16,17 & 18
28 September 2018 (Isnin Oktober 2018
hingga Jumaat) (Selasa, Rabu &
Cabutan Undi untuk 88 Khamis )
Lot Perniagaan dan Tempat -
JKNPP 5/ Pameran sempena - pat: Jam :
. Bilik Mesyuarat, .
1 2018 penganjuran  Pesta Semua . . 9.00 pagi - 12.00
. Tingkat 1, Tapak Pesta Sungai .
Pulau Pinang Tahun Nibong Pulau Pinan tengah hari
2018. g g (Pendaftaran)
Jam : 2.00 petang — 5.00
9.00 pagi — 12.30 tengah hari 0 petang = 5.
2.45 petang — 4.30 petang petang
l i (Cabutan Undi)
Sebut Harga untuk Tarikh Tutup :
Lot Perniagaan dan 8 Oktober 2018
JKNPP 6/ Pameran sempena Semua
2 2018 penganjuran  Pesta Jam :
Pulau Pinang Tahun 12.00 tengah hari
2018.
1. Syarikat / Pembekal / Pengusaha / Penganjur yang ingin menyertai tawaran ini hendaklah mendapatkan borang penyertaan di

Pejabat Urusetia Tapak Pesta Sungai Nibong, Pulau Pinang pada tarikh dan masa Lawatan Tapak di atas. Bayaran RM 10.00 dikenakan
bagi setiap borang penyertaan yang dijual dan satu borang hanya terhad untuk satu lot sahaja. Borang tidak boleh difotostat.

2. Dokumen Sebut Harga hendaklah dimasukkan ke dalam sampul dengan menyatakan lot gerai/kawasan yang dipohon di
penjuru sebelah kiri sampul. Dokumen hendaklah dihantar secara manual dan dimasukkan ke dalam peti tawaran di Jabatan Kewangan
Negeri Pulau Pinang, Aras 23 KOMTAR, 10990 Pulau Pinang sebelum tarikh tutup yang dinyatakan di atas.

.
SEPTEMBER 16— 30,2018 L I

o

XIX

Porak 2118
shown,” said coach Shuhairi

Chin, during a quick chat with the
Buletin Mutiara team at the train-
ing ground in Penang State Sports
Council.

According to Shuhairi, each
time Sukma is held, Penang will
usually send a small squad com-
pared to other states.

“For the Sukma this year, we
are sending six participants under
silat olahraga for categories B, C,
D, E,F and G together with three
more for silat seni (ganda putera
and creative solo).

“In 2016, we also sent a small
squad, but with the quality that
we had, we brought home two
golds and one bronze and at-
tained fifth place,” explained

Shuhairi who has been in this
P s L

field since 2004.

Speaking regarding the chal-
lenge in the upcoming Sukma
Perak, Shuhairi stated that his
boys are in the final phase of
training.

He hopes of putting up a per-
formance which will be equal to
what was achieved two years
ago.

“Definitely we want to achieve
more, because in the past people
(outsiders) have looked down
upon us. But Penang pencak silat
team whenever we take part in a
tournament we will surely steal
everyone’s attention, and through
this will regain our respect,” he
added.

Wrapping up the conversation
Shuhairi said that nowadays find-
ing new talents in this martial art
is not easy as there are many
contributing factors which make
it difficult such as social, develop-
ment, job opportunities and many
others.

Shuhairi (standing, centre) with his pencak silat team.

Aiming to sail to glory

THE sailing team is training in-
tensively for Sukma to gain glory
for Penang in the windsurfing
event.

“Our 10 athletes do fitness
training every Tuesday to strength-
en their physical fitness and train
at sea every Wednesday to Sunday
to improve their control skills,”
Penang Sailing Association chair-
man Zainal Misran told Buletin
Mutiara on Aug 20.

He added that a sail athlete
needs to have strength, thinking
and judgment ability and adapta-
bility to stand out in the competi-
tion.

In general, they need to be
trained for three years to master
all the knowledge and skills.

“Only in the event of a strong
storm, the game will be cancelled.

“Towards this end, the players
need to train at different wind
speeds, learn to control the sails
according to the wind direction
and also wind speed.

“In the process, they need to
judge which route to use, keep the
sails moving forward, and quickly
make the buoy turn,” Zainal said.

“However, if they accidentally
overturn, they should be able to
stand up in the fastest time and
raise the sails to try and catch up,”
he added.

The Sukma sailing competition
is divided into several groups,
namely the OP type Optimist, the
Laser type and the Wind surf.
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Shooting stars almmg for
bulls-eye

Story by Tanushalini
Moroter
Pix by Law Suun Ting

THE three attributes of preci-
sion, accuracy and speed per-
fectly fits the young “shooting”
stars of the state Sukma team.

Hoe Dong Liang, 18,
Shaveena Mei Vejayan, 16, and
Ong Jun Wei, 17, aim to bring
honours to the state.

During an exclusive interview
with the Buletin Mutiara team at
the Penang Rifle Club located at
Kebun Bungah, the trio shared
some thoughts on their participa-
tion in the upcoming Sukma.

Dong Liang and Shaveena
won gold in the air rifle 10m
team event (mix) in the junior
shooting tournament organised
by the National Shooting Asso-
ciation Malaysia this year

Dong Liang who is the most
senior shooter in the team said

he is taking part in Sukma for the
second time, thus aiming to hit
it high.

“It has been three years since
I took up shooting.

“This is my second time par-
ticipating in Sukma. I failed in
the previous one (Sukma
Sarawak), thus this year I have
doubled my efforts and back
with higher momentum,” he
said.

Shaveena is a first-timer in
Sukma and is preparing to give
her best.

“I started last year. I got inter-
ested in shooting because I like
weaponry and guns,” she said.

Dong Liang and Shaveena
will be participating in the 10 m
air rifle and 50 m prone rifle in
Sukma 19.

Jun Wei, who is down for the
25 m sport pistol, 25 m rapid fire
and 50 m free pistol, also aims
to give his best.

(From left) Shaveena, Jun Wei and Dong Liang in top form to pull it off.

“I could not achieve the best
in the previous Sukma thus this
time I want to fare well so as to

bring honours to the state,” he
said.
The shooting event will take

place from Sept 15 to 21 at the
Darul Ridzuan Shooting Com-
plex, Chepor.

Dads’ influence makes a
difference to weightlifters

WEIGHTLIFTING can take a lot
of out of an athlete but if he gets
positive parental support, a big load
is certainly lifted off his shoulders.

This is exactly what happened to
three Penang Sukma weightlifters
whose fathers have played a pivotal
role in their progress.

Siti Maryam, a Form Four stu-
dent of SMK Sri Mutiara, and sib-
lings Logassree, 16, and Thur-
gashree, 12, have a lot to thank their
fathers, Mustaffa and Thanabalas-
ingam respectively, for their tremen-
dous encouragement and support in
a sport which many girls shun.

Penang Sukma weightlifting
team manager R. Ramalingam, who
is also the Penang Weightlifting
Association secretary, said he val-
ued their contributions.

“Mustaffa always brings Siti
Maryam on a motorcycle for train-
ing without fail. Sometimes when
he arrives before the training ends,
he would wait patiently. Such dedi-
cation from parents nowadays is
rare and we’re proud of him,” Ra-
malingam said.

Siti Maryam started off as a
school sprinter but during a talent
identification programme in March

this year, she was encouraged to
switch to weightlifting.

“I also play futsal, but now with
the Sukma just round the corner, I
don’t have time for it. My father is
my hero, he is so supportive,” said
Siti Maryam.

Mustaffa said he does not mind
that his daughter is now concentrat-
ing on weightlfiting.

“I love sports, so when she
wanted to take up weightlifting, I
was all for it. I told her to always
follow the coach’s instructions and
tips. When you master the right
technique, you can lift weights
much easier. Most important is that
I want my daughter to be happy,”
Mustaffa said.

Siti Maryam is now under the
wings of Chinese coach Meng Xi-
amin, who has been hired by the
Penang State Sports Council for the
past four years.

Also under Xiamin’s care are
Mohamad Illham Hayazi, a Form
Four student of SMK Sungai Nib-
ong, and Muhammad Hazwan
Abdul Wahab, 18.

“Siti Maryam has good potential.
If she continues to train for the next
two years, I'm confident she will

win in the next Sukma. She is for-
tunate to have a father like Mustaf-
fa. Besides working hard, family
support is very important,” said
Xiamin.

Logassree and Thurgashree are
sure to make heads turn when the
weightlifting competition is held at
the Dewan Merdeka in Tapah from
Sept 13 to 22.

In 2015, they were awarded a
Malaysia Book of Records certifi-
cate each for lifting weights at 21kg
and 11kg respectively with one
finger.

Both will compete in the 48kg
snatch, and 48kg clean/jerk events.

Logassree won one of the two
golds for Penang in the 2016 Sukma
in Sarawak. The other gold medal-
list, Harith Luthfie, who won the
men’s 50kg clean/jerk, is now over-
age.

Thurgashree, who turns 12 on
Sept 27, is arguably the youngest
among the Sukma participants.
Weighing 30kg and competing
against rivals almost twice her age
(maximum age for Sukma partici-
pants is 21) is never going to be
easy, but her father said the experi-
ence gained will put her in good

Logassree (centre) and Thurgashree with their family members -
father Thanabalasingam, brother Thirilohgan, mother S. Kavitha
and Thanabalasingam’s assistant coach E. Sasheladevi (left) after
achieving a Malaysia Book of Records feat in 2015.

stead.

“I may be their father, but in
training, they can only call me
master. I treat them the same as
other weightlifters. But once at
home, they must address me as
daddy,” said Thanabalasingam.

Penang, who have entered six-
girls and four boys for the weight-
liftingcompetition, are aiming
forone gold and two bronze medals
inTapah.

The team: Team manager - R.

Ramalingam, Coaches - Meng Xi-
amin, M. Thanabalasingam; Ath-
letes: Men: 62kg - Mohamad Illham
Hayazi, 77kg - Khairul Iqmal
Mugrish Arshad, 85kg - Muham-
mad Hazwan Abdul Wahab, 94kg
- Muhammad Azri Syafiq Suhaimi;
Women: 48kg - T. Thurgashree, T.
Logassree, 63kg - Anis Syakirah
Shamsuri, 69kg - J. Pavithraa Devi,
75kg - Siti Maryam Maisara
Mustaffa, 90kg - Nordini Shahira
Abdullah.
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